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Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On not generating much tonight in the offensive zone…  
First of all, I thought Carolina played a strong game. They were certainly ready to complete and battle at 
the level you need to be ready to win. I thought we played slow tonight; we didn’t play fast. Particularly, 
I thought our offensive intensity tonight was not close to where it needed to be. I thought our decisions 
on zone entries when they had numbers back, we were trying to make plays and they would knock it 
down and go back the other way, so you don't set yourself up to be able to play in the offensive zone. 
Then, our forecheck and puck-battle level was basically non-existent. It wasn't anywhere close to where 
it needs to be – of an ‘F1’ getting and getting the stop, getting physical (and) a second man quick, 
maintaining possession. When we did do that, we just threw the puck away, we didn't have poise and 
composure with the puck. That was a big issue – there was a lot of reaching for pucks, slow. That’s why 
we didn't generate anything in the offensive zone. We didn't put them on their heels and that's 
something that we’ll address with our group tomorrow and make sure that we're better for Friday. 
 
On how disappointed he is in the lack of offense after making progress in the last three games…  
It's another situation for us together as a group. Since I've been here, it's the first time we did win three 
in a row. We came off a weekend where I think everyone feels good, and as a coach we had a day off 
yesterday and I didn't have a great day off because you're worried about where's the mindset of your 
team and a lot of times you can get lost. You can get lost in a big win and you can get lost in success. 
The second that happens, you get complacent. You just lose your edge a little bit and you lose your 
hunger and it's human nature, but that's something that – we didn't handle the situation as well as we 
need to. But, it's the first time we've seen it. We have bounced back after some bad losses. We didn't 
we didn't bounce back and play the game, be prepared to play the game, the way you need to after two 
big wins and three in a row. That's an area we certainly have to address and we have to improve. 
 

Captain Roman Josi 
On his assessment of tonight’s effort… 
Not a good game for us overall. I don’t think we had enough offense the whole game and we couldn’t 
really get anything going in the offensive zone. They had a lot more zone time than we did. We’ve got to 
be a lot more dangerous offensively. 
 
On separating tonight from the high of this weekend’s back-to-back wins against St. Louis… 
The games on the weekend have nothing to do with tonight, so it’s a different game, different team, 
different style too. They’re a fast team, St. Louis was a little bit more physical, so it’s a new game. The 
first (period) was okay. I thought we could have played better in the second. I thought we didn’t play well.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
We barely had any offensive zone time and they had a lot more offense than we did. They put it away out 
there. 
 
On putting this behind and getting ready for another back-to-back… 
We’ve got to learn from this, definitely. We’ve got to look as some things and what we can do better to 
play a better game than what we did tonight. We’ve got to get ready for the next one.  
 

Forward Rocco Grimaldi 
On his assessment of tonight’s effort… 
They outplayed us from start to finish and they deserved to win. Plain and simple. 
 
On separating tonight from the high of this weekend’s back-to-back wins against St. Louis… 
I’ve talked about it a lot this year, that a two-game win streak or two-game losing streak really doesn’t 
matter going into the next game. It’s not going to help you win the next game, it’s not going to make you 
lose the next game, each game is its own animal. We knew that this was probably the hardest-working 
team in the League and they showed us why they have that reputation. They dominated us for most of 
the game. We never established a good forecheck and we didn’t have clean break outs. They kind of had 
their way with us and for that we paid. 
 
On how you view a loss at this point in the season… 
We’ll take a look at it, but after that, we just have to move on. At this point in the year, it doesn’t really 
matter what happened the day before, we’ve got to move on. We’ve got Chicago on the road and they’re 
right behind us in the standings. We need two points against them. Then we’ve got Columbus coming 
into our building and we have to make up for what we did tonight. I think they’re probably one of the 
hottest teams in the League other than Tampa Bay. We know what we’re getting into. It’s going to be two 
hard games starting on the road in Chicago. 
 

Forward Ryan Johansen 
On his assessment of tonight’s effort… 
It wasn’t good enough. We need to find ways to get points every game right now. Disappointed tonight. 
We have to look at things tomorrow and then make sure we’re ready for Chicago. 
 
On separating tonight from the high of this weekend’s back-to-back wins against St. Louis… 
We know how crucial every point is, so I don’t think we can’t use that as an excuse for not being ready 
tonight. Good weekend, it’s too bad we weren’t able to come out and get a win here again tonight to 
keep going in the right direction. We’ll take a day, we’ll look at everything and go from there. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Carolina Hurricanes Quotes 
Head Coach Rod Brind’Amour 

On his team’s overall game play… 
That was a great effort right from the start. I thought we were engaged, everybody, we got a great 
effort from all 20 guys. Some big saves there, especially on that breakaway, and I think it was 1-0 at the 
time. Then we settled in and played pretty solid. 
 
On if that game was a representation of what he hopes to see from his team… 
Certainly, when you're watching it, it looks like we know what we're doing, as far as the game plan. And 
then the engagement from all of the guys. Everybody was digging in and making some good plays and 
battling when they had to battle. It's a pretty good effort. 
 
On challenging the Predators' goal… 
I felt that the guy was in the crease and impeded Petr [Mrazek]'s ability to make a play on that. That's, 
to me, pretty clear. That's what I see. This is the problem with this kind of rule, is nobody really knows, 
so it’s kind of a crapshoot on that. I felt it was a good enough chance to take a chance on it, but it didn't 
work out. Again, that's a big time in the game, we got a big kill out of that. 
 

Forward Justin Williams 
On what led to his team playing a complete game tonight… 
I thought from the onset our mentality was good. Sometimes you have a good sense of the dressing 
room, of where it is. It’s time to get this going in the right direction, and we said after the second period 
we don’t have to score another goal, so let’s just shut it down and give them nothing. It’s the way 
you’ve got to win certainly. It’s not the first 20 games right now, it’s the last 20.  
 
On killing a penalty and scoring on the power play in the second period… 
The penalty kill was great tonight, and then scoring off (the power play) was obviously big, too. I didn’t 
think they had much at the time. They scored a goal off a tough, weird bounce, but we took it right 
back... I had an open net myself but I figured I’d get stopped and try to find (Andrei Svechnikov). I don’t 
know how I missed the first one, but I’m glad we got one. 
 
On how fun it is to fight for a playoff spot at this time of year… 
We’re here for competition, right? We’re not here just to play, we’re here to compete. The table’s set, 
the stage is set, the last 20 games to have a race and we just have to win our games. I don’t care that 
we’re in the best division in hockey with the most points. Just win our games and we’ll be fine. 
 

Captain Jordan Staal 
On whether this was one of the most complete games this year… 
I think so. There wasn’t really much let down. Overall, everyone was moving their feet, everyone was 
working. We knew that it was going to be a tough game. Obviously, it’s a tough building to come in and 
play and win against a team that is desperate as well. I really loved the effort from everyone. It was a 
good, complete game. 



 

 
 
 
 
On getting the first goal of the game, his first since Jan. 16… 
I’ve been fighting it for a while. It’s no question, it’s no secret that I need to be more offensive if we’re 
going to make a push. It was nice to get one tonight and be involved with that. Hopefully, that will keep 
coming. 
 
On the power play shifting momentum in the second period… 
That’s a complete game. I think the penalty kill did a great job tonight. We were a little more aggressive 
in finding ways to get the puck out of our end quicker. Then a quick goal by Svechy (Andre Svechnikov) 
and a great play by Willie (Justin Williams) on the power play to get us right back into it after a tough 
goal against. It was all good things. 
 


