
  



 

 
1 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 

Hockey SENSE  Summit: Summary 
Event Date: Monday, September 19, 2016 

Location: Hockey Hall of Fame | Toronto, ON Canada 
 
The World Cup of Hockey 2016 – a best-on-best tournament that featured more 
than 160 NHL players from 14 different countries – was a reminder of hockey’s 
global reach.  Together, the National Hockey League (NHL) and National 
Hockey League Players’ Association (NHLPA) – along with Beyond Sport, a non-
profit organization that promotes, supports and celebrates the use of sport to 
address social issues – assembled hockey and community leaders and held 
Hockey SENSE, a summit focused on social equality and sustainable 
environments.   
 
On and off the ice, the NHL and the NHLPA are committed to developing and supporting actions that will help 
improve the communities where hockey players and fans live, work and play.  The game’s players and fans 
represent countries and ethnic backgrounds from around the globe.  Together, we work to provide our sport 
in a safe, positive and inclusive environment for players, their families and fans of every race, color, religion, 
national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status and those with disabilities. 
 
Within the Hockey Hall of Fame’s Great Hall, the discussions weaved together themes of accessibility and 
sustainability.  The sport is influenced and affected by cultural and societal issues as well as environmental 
challenges including climate change and freshwater scarcity and quality.  Ice rinks around the world, both 
indoor and outdoor, are the social and cultural hubs of their communities. These places impact – and are 
impacted by – the natural environment in a way that affects the accessibility to the game.  The Summit 
presented an opportunity to examine these challenges and share best practices with international hockey 
organizations, members of academia, non-profit organizations, business leaders and former players. 
 
We are proud to share with you a synopsis and key takeaways from Hockey SENSE at the World Cup of Hockey 
2016.  For a video recap of the event, visit wch2016.com.  

 

“WE’RE FINDING OURSELVES IN A UNIQUE AND 

CHALLENGING TIME THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.  

HOCKEY CAN BE USED AS A PLATFORM TO HELP RAISE 

CONSCIOUSNESS OF SOCIETAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

ISSUES, AND ULTIMATELY BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER IN 

A WORLD THAT SEEMS INCREASINGLY DIVIDED.“–GARY 

BETTMAN, NHL COMMISSIONER 

 

"WITH PUBLIC DISCOURSE ON ALL TOPICS, INCLUDING HOCKEY, AT 

TIMES SEEMING LESS THAN WELL-ROUNDED, HOCKEY SENSE 

PROVIDES US AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHINE A LIGHT ON THE ISSUES WE 

SHOULD BE TALKING ABOUT. HOCKEY SENSE ALLOWS US TO DISCUSS 

THESE TOPICS IN A DIFFERENT, MORE EFFECTIVE FORUM BY CREATING 

AN ENVIRONMENT THAT ALLOWS FOR PRODUCTIVE, MEANINGFUL 

CONVERSATIONS.”– DON FEHR, NHLPA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

https://www.wch2016.com/video/hockey-sense-at-the-hall-of-fame/t-281230378/c-44756503
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Attendees  

 
 
 

Hockey SENSE was 
attended by 164 
delegates from 146 
organizations across 
North America and 
Europe.
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Breaking Down Barriers 
Keynote by Harnarayan Singh, Broadcaster for Hockey Night in Canada 
in Punjabi (OMNI/Rogers). When Harnarayan Singh was a four-year-old 
living in Brooks, Alberta, he enthusiastically displayed his love of hockey 
to his family by commenting during games from his parents’ living 
room.  Now 31, Singh shares his love for the game with all of Canada, 
delivering a broadcast for Punjabi-speaking fans all across the country.  
Singh has become a ground-breaking voice of Canadians.  During his 
keynote, Singh shared his experiences from his nine years within the 
industry and discussed his efforts to make the game more accessible to 
the Sikh Canadian community.  Singh’s story showcased how one person 
can leverage the power of sport to positively impact attitudes, behaviors 
and cultural expectations to help further unite a country.  More on 
Harnarayan Singh. 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Hockey 
embodies 
diversity, 
intergration 
& acceptance

Hockey is everybody’s game, and Canada is a country for everybody.  In 
Canada, hockey breaks down barriers, hockey bridges the gap between 
cultures and hockey is a universal force that unites society. 

Hockey can be the ice breaker for people who look differently and speak 
differently than their classmates.  Singh, who dealt with his fair share of 
bullies and racism and had to consistently assert his Canadian status, built 
friendships and a feeling of acceptance around his love for hockey. 

New 
Canadians 
and new 
hockey fans

Punjabi, the native language of the Punjab region in northern India and 
eastern Pakistan, is spoken by nearly a half a million residents of Canada, 
including 20 members of Parliament. Only English and French are spoken 
by more Canadians.

The game, through the Punjabi broadcast, has helped generations come 
together, positively changing relationships between immigrant 
grandparents and grandchildren born in Canada.

According to Singh, the broadcasts are helping to grow the game, not only 
in fan interest, but also with Punjabi parents who have enrolled their 
children to play now that they can watch and understand the game on 
television.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GsXvzWyg34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GsXvzWyg34
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Breaking Down Barriers 
Featured Interview with Igor Larionov, 
former NHL Player.  Igor Larionov, widely 
considered one of the best hockey players of 
all time, joined the stage to discuss his playing 
career before, during and after he helped 
break the barrier that kept Soviet players 
from joining the NHL. In this one-on-one 
interview, Larionov shared his story: how the 
game eased the process of acclimating to the 
cultures and values of a foreign country; the 
impact his journey has had on foreign 
relations and the NHL; and the many 
international players who are now the 
beneficiaries of his experience.  

 

 
 

 

A bridge and 
a pioneer

In 1972, when Igor was eleven years old, young Russian players mimicked the 
Canadian practice of using natural outdoor ice to hone their skills. Russia's 
desire to be better than Americans in all aspects of life resulted in Larionov's 
strong commitment to the game of hockey from a young age.

During the Cold War, hockey became a bridge and Igor Larionov a pioneer.  The 
1981 Canada Cup inspired Larionov to look beyond the Soviet Union and 
appreciate the culture and respect Canadians had for the game.

A hockey career can be very short; at 30, when some players consider 
retirement, Larionov was ready for a new challenge.  Along with teammate 
Slava Fetisov, he publicly fought against the communist system and eventually 
was given permission to play in the NHL.

Going 
international

When Larionov entered North America, there was hostility toward Russian 
players, who were perceived to be taking the spots of Americans and 
Canadians.  Larionov felt Russians had to prove themselves all over again; 
accomplishments from his home country did not count.

Larionov reflected on the importance of adapting quickly to a different 
language, new linemates, and a new routine, lifestyle and hockey style.  
International players must be resilient.  

Today, over 25% of NHL players are from outside North America.  Hockey is 
the international language for all of the players in the NHL.  It doesn't matter 
what passport you have -- Sweden, Finland, Czech, Russian, Canadian, 
American -- you have to be a team player to succeed.

Larionov and fellow Russian players tried to bring new ideas to the game.  
NHL Clubs and fans, especially those in Detroit, came to understand and 
appreciate the Russian style of puck movement and on-ice creativity.  
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Tribute to John Saunders 

Longtime ESPN on-air personality John Saunders passed away in August of 2016.  Saunders – a lover of 

the game of hockey and a pioneer in reporting on the NHL and diversity – was scheduled to be a studio 

host for the World Cup of Hockey 2016. 

Saunders, who was born in Canada, joined ESPN in 1986 and became a mainstay on many of its programs.  

He hosted ESPN and ABC's coverage of the Stanley Cup Playoffs from 1993 to 2004, and Rendez-Vous '87, 

a two-game series between NHL All-Stars and the Soviet Union national team.   

Before beginning his broadcasting career, Saunders was a standout hockey player in the Montreal junior 

leagues. He played hockey at Western Michigan University from 1974-76 before transferring to Ryerson 

Polytechnical in Toronto. His brother, Bernie Saunders, played 10 games for the Quebec Nordiques from 

1979-81.  When not on the air, Saunders worked with The V Foundation for Cancer Research as a 

founding member of the Board of Directors. He also worked to inspire young people to pursue 

journalism. 

During Hockey SENSE, a video tribute was made in his honor, with his brother Bernie and daughter Jenna 

in attendance.  Click image for video tribute. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://vimeo.com/181799024
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Expanding Diversity and Inclusion 
Given the international platform that is the World Cup of Hockey, the spotlight shined bright in 
September 2016 on the ethnic diversity of NHL Players.  Active NHL rosters are now comprised of players 
from 19 countries.  These differing national origins and cultures are able to succeed in an environment 
that fosters acceptance and inclusion.  This panel session shared the strides the sport has made to 
improve acceptance of participants and fans of different race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, socio-economic status and those with disabilities.  
 
Kevin Weekes (ESPN) moderated a conversation between Cassie Campbell-Pascall (Canadian 
Women’s Hockey Player), Wade Davis (Director, You Can Play and former NFL Player), and Willie O’Ree 
(former NHL Player). 

 

 

 
 
 

The power of 
sport

Sports, hockey in particular, can be a powerful tool for social integration and 
inclusion; sport can play a role in breaking down social barriers, promoting 
inter-cultural dialogue, and uniting people and communities.

Sports can transcend differences such as time, race, gender, history and 
geography.  It offers the world an opportunity to bridge divides, understand 
one another on a human level and create positive memories together. 

Athletes welcome people of different religions, races and backgrounds into the 
locker room.  It is equally important that the entire environment around the 
game help embrace people from all backgrounds.  We need to be courageous, 
to allow these conversations to take place, to be uncomfortable, and to create 
spaces for those of us that society deems "different."

 

“BEFORE I WENT ON THE ICE FOR MY FIRST GAME 

WITH THE BRUINS, AGAINST THE CANADIENS IN 

MONTREAL, THE COACH AND GM TOOK ME ASIDE. 

THEY SAID ‘YOU ARE JUST ANOTHER HOCKEY 

PLAYER, GO OUT AND DO WHAT YOU DO BEST.’  I 

WASN’T AWARE I BROKE THE COLOR BARRIER AT 

THE TIME.  I READ IT IN THE PAPER THE NEXT DAY." 

– WILLIE O’REE | FORMER NHL PLAYER 

 

"MY PARENTS CAME FROM BARBADOS. BEING ONE OF 

THE FEW BLACK GOALIES TO PLAY IN THE LEAGUE, I 

KNEW I WAS PLAYING FOR SOMETHING MUCH GREATER 

THAN MYSELF.  I PLAYED FOR THE TEAM, BUT I ALSO 

PLAYED FOR THE YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS OF DIFFERENT 

ETHNICITIES WHO WANTED TO PLAY THE GAME." – KEVIN 

WEEKES | ESPN HOST AND FORMER NHL PLAYER 



Expanding Diversity and Inclusion 
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Programs 
making 
impact

The NHL’s Hockey is for Everyone™ program provides support for 36 youth 
hockey organizations touching over 100,000 kids annually across North 
America with youth programming in special hockey (cognitive disabilities), 
disabled hockey (physical and developmental disabilities) and inner-city 
hockey (children in at-risk communities).  Each year the League hosts Willie 
O'Ree Skills Weekend, bringing youth hockey standouts from organizations 
throughout North America together to test their skills, make new friends and 
prove once again that hockey is for everyone. 

The NHL and NHLPA partnered with the You Can Play Project in 2013 to 
reaffirm that the official policy of the sport is one of inclusion on the ice, in the 
locker room and in the stands.  The sport is on a mission to ensure safety and 
acceptance for all who participate as a player, staff or fan. Today, the acronym 
NHL is being used in the same sentence as LGBTQ, and as a visible partner of 
You Can Play, young hockey fans do not need to see their sexual orientation as 
a barrier. They can be part of the NHL family and be open about who they are.   

 

"EVERYONE IN OUR LOCKER ROOM KNEW WHO WAS 

LESBIAN AND WHO WAS NOT. BUT WE DIDN’T TALK 

ABOUT IT, AND IT HINDERED OUR PERFORMANCE.  

WHEN WE BECAME MORE ACCEPTING AND OPEN AS 

A GROUP, THERE WAS NO DISTRUST, AND IT MADE A 

POSITIVE DIFFERENCE ON THE ICE.  TODAY THERE IS 

NO LGBT ISSUE IN THE WOMEN’S GAME." – CASSIE 

CAMPBELL-PASCALL | CANADIAN WOMEN’S 

HOCKEY PLAYER 

 

“I DON’T USE THE LANGUAGE OF ‘COMING OUT,’ I USE 

THE LANGUAGE OF ‘INVITING IN’ -- WE NEED TO FIX THE 

CULTURE SO THAT IT EMBRACES THOSE THAT WANT TO 

BE OPEN. TO CREATE A WELCOMING CULTURE THAT IS 

INCLUSIVE, YOU HAVE TO PROVIDE PEOPLE OF 

DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS A SEAT AT THE TABLE, WHICH 

MEANS LEADERS NEED TO GIVE SOMETHING BACK, 

TYPICALLY POWER." – WADE DAVIS | DIRECTOR, YOU 

CAN PLAY AND FORMER NFL PLAYER 



Intersection of Sustainability, Accessibility and Inclusion 
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Interactive Session: The Intersection of Sustainability, Accessibility and Inclusion 

Facilitated by Nick Keller, President and Founder of 
Beyond Sport.  Keynote by Robert McLeman, Associate 
Professor of Geography and Environmental Studies at 
Wilfrid Laurier University.  Ice rinks around the world, 
both indoor and outdoor, are the social and cultural 
hubs of hockey communities.  These places impact – and 
are impacted by – the natural environment in a way that 
affects accessibility to the game.  The NHL and its 
Players are committed to promoting and supporting 
programs and projects that combat climate change, 
improve the places we play and expand accessibility for 
all.  This interactive session engaged the audience in a 
conversation that explored these connections and 
encouraged attendees to contribute ideas for increasing 
the game’s reach to members of diverse populations, 
including through more sustainable practices.   
 
 

 
 

 

 

“GATHERINGS LIKE THIS ARE NOT JUST TIMELY, 

THEY ARE URGENT. ASK YOURSELF, HOW CAN 

POSITIVE SOCIAL ACTION HELP MY BUSINESS?  

FIND A WAY TO LINK YOUR WORK WITH POSITIVE 

SOCIETAL CHANGE IN COMMUNITIES.  NOT ALL 

PROFIT IS EQUAL; PROFIT THAT DELIVERS A 

BENEFIT TO SOCIETY IS THE GOAL, AND YOU [THE 

ATTENDEES] HAVE THE ASSETS.  PEOPLE – 

INCLUDING PLAYERS, COACHES AND STAFF – 

ARE ROLE MODELS.  AND AT A GRASSROOTS 

LEVEL, GOVERNING BODIES HAVE A 

TREMENDOUSLY LARGE AND LOYAL FOLLOWING." 

– NICK KELLER | PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER, 

BEYOND SPORT 

Hallmarks of 
a sustainable 
community

Honest government

Moral code

Engaged citizens

Engaged business

Public-private partnerships

Shared 
Value

Not all profit is equal. Profits 
involving a social purpose 
represent a higher form of 
capitalism - one that will 
enable society to grow. The 
result is a positive cycle of 
company and community 
prosperity, which leads to 
profits that are sustainable. 
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The world will warm 
another 1 degree within 
this generation.  If the 
world continues with a 
‘business-as-usual’ 
approach to climate 
change, there is potential 
for a 3 to 4 degree in 
warming.  Decisions we 
make in the next few 
decades will affect future 
generations. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This chart represents the Likelihood 
Ice is Hard Enough for Skating.  
Through an initiative called 
RinkWatch, Wilfred Laurier 
University is using data provided by 
outdoor hockey players to track how 
variations in weather conditions are 
affecting skating seasons. Conclusion: 
the difference between -5 C and -4 
C is a significant tipping point for 
the ‘skatability’ of natural, outdoor 
ice rinks; one degree in variation 
matters. 
 

 

 

"IT’S DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC WHY THEY SHOULD TAKE AN 

INTEREST IN CLIMATE CHANGE WHEN THE IMPACTS ARE BEING EXPERIENCED BY PEOPLE 

LIVING IN FAR AWAY PLACES. BUT WHEN IT AFFECTS SOMETHING THAT’S SPECIAL TO YOU, 

PEOPLE NOTICE.  WE CAN START WITH SOMETHING FAMILIAR AND SPECIAL TO EVERYONE 

IN THIS ROOM: THE OUTDOOR SKATING EXPERIENCE.  IT IS EMBEDDED IN THE SOCIAL AND 

CULTURAL FABRIC OF PEOPLE ACROSS NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE.  WE WANT TO PASS 

THE TRADITION DOWN TO FUTURE GENERATIONS AND TO PEOPLE FROM OTHER CULTURES 

WHO WANT TO ENJOY IT, TOO." –ROBERT MCLEMAN, | ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 

GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AT WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2013 

Wilfrid Laurier University, Geography and Environmental Studies 

http://www.rinkwatch.org/
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Here’s why we should 
care. We build outdoor 
rinks to share them 
with friends, neighbors 
and family; to give us a 
place to play outside in 
the coldest months; to 
keep our kids healthy; 
and to give them a 
place to practice their 
skating skills and 
dream big. The rink is 
a physical 
manifestation of all the 
best qualities of our 
society.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
There’s good news and bad news in 
this chart. The good news is that, 
on average, it will still be cold 
enough 75 years from now to build 
a rink for a few weeks each winter. 
The bad news is, the skating season 
will be so short, especially in 
eastern North America, that many 
people may not make the effort.  
Decades from now, skating seasons 
could be compressed to five weeks 
in Toronto, Montreal and Calgary.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Develop hockey skills 

Share with friends 

Be outside 

Health & wellness 

Sheer pleasure 

Spend time with family 

 

 

 

Wilfrid Laurier University, Geography and Environmental Studies 

Wilfrid Laurier University, Geography and Environmental Studies 

… with business-as-usual approach to greenhouse gas emissions 
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Recommendations from Attendees 
In groups, attendees acknowledged relevant social, environmental and economic issues facing the game 
and – using their resources and assets as individuals, organizations and representatives – identified 
potential solutions and recommendations. 

 

  

NHL, NHLPA and 
Federations 

should lead the 
change

Create networks 
and lines of 

communication 
within the sport 
to drive specific 

social change

NHL Clubs adopt 
and commit to at 

least one 
local/global social 
or environmental 

issue

Educate 
leadership about 
core issues; they 

can change 
culture

Influence fans 
through massive 

social media 
following

Educate coaches 
and share social 

issues and 
actionable 

recomendations 
directly with 

young players

Focus on 
grassroots 

campaigns in 
communities 

and youth 
players

Develop 
consistent 
program or 

podcast to talk 
about social 

issues

Discuss growth of 
the game with 

specific 
demographics

Share Wilfred 
Laurier's 

statistics on 
temperature rise 

and skating 
seasons

Challenge others 
in the sport to 
monitor their 

environmental 
footprint

Create common 
social goals and 

initiatives 
throughout the 
entire hockey 

community
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Sustainable Environments 
Ice hockey can trace its roots to frozen freshwater ponds and to cold climates.  Just as we are all 
connected – regardless of nationality – by the game of hockey, so too are we connected by global 
ecological pressures that challenge our health, our business and our sport.  This panel session shared 
how pressing environmental issues affect the game and its fans, while reflecting on the successful 
pursuits of the NHL and NHLPA in more sustainable business practices.  The panel called upon hockey 
organizations internationally to take a leadership position in the environmental movement.  
 
Evanka Osmak (Host, 
Sportsnet) moderated a 
conversation between Allen 
Hershkowitz (President 
Emeritus, Green Sports 
Alliance), Bryan Leslie 
(Director of Building 
Operations, Air Canada 
Centre), Mike Richter 
(Former NHL Player) and 
Tensho Takemori (Partner, 
Gehry Partners). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This graph illustrates the 
change in global surface 
temperature relative to 1951-
1980 average temperatures. 
The 10 warmest years in the 
136-year record all have 
occurred since 2000, with the 
exception of 1998. The year 
2015 ranks as the warmest 
on record. (Source: 
NASA/GISS). This research is 
broadly consistent with 
similar constructions 
prepared by the Climatic 
Research Unit and the 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
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Climate 
change and 
our actions

Global temperatures continue to climb (see chart above).  In the U.S., the 
climate in 2016 was the second-warmest on record, according the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) — just behind 2012 in 
data that goes back 122 years.

Climate change is creating environmental refugees throughout the world. 
Species extinction is accelerating, water scarcity afflicts almost 3 billion 
people, and the destruction of rare high-conservation-value forests and 
savannahs grows daily.  

Hockey is affected by climate change more than any other sport.  The 
availability of free ice creates the culture we love: access for all, the 
opportunity for unstructured play, and the space to be creative.

Everybody cares about the air you breathe, the water you drink; this is not a 
political issue. The environment is particularly relevant to athletes. 
Performance in sport is directly related to one’s health. The environment in 
which we live profoundly affects our health.

Better 
Buildings

People may think that combining sports and environmentalism is odd, but 
sports are all about efficiency.  Who can get to the puck faster? Who can 
connect on their passes?  We need to make our arenas as efficient as the 
athletes who use them.  

Today, environmentally-sound facilities do not require sacrifice; its about 
efficiency and performance.  Efficient arenas are being built to use less energy 
and produce less waste, all with lower operating costs.  

Impact comes with scale.  The NHL is leading the way, but that’s only 30 
arenas.  There are approximately 4,800 community rinks in the United States 
and Canada; these arenas must begin to improve their environmental 
footprint and reduce hockey's overall greenhouse gas impact. 

The approximately 4,800 indoor ice rinks in North America have an average 
age of more than 30 years.  More than any other time in history, techniques 
and technologies exist to lower both the operating costs and environmental 
impact of these facilities, helping to keep the doors open, and the ice hard and 
fast for future generations. 

Organizations can do ecological good while making smart business decisions 
and improving their community; initiatives like post-game food donations are 
critical.
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Closing Remarks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“THE NEW GENERATION OF MILLENIAL ATHLETES 

ARE SENSITIVE TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.  THEY 

ARE CREATIVE, THEY KNOW THEY CAN BE 

AMBASSADORS FOR A MESSAGE AND THAT THEY 

ARE ROLE MODELS TO MANY.  THIS IS A VERY 

DIFFERENT GENERATION THAN YEARS AGO AND 

THIS INTELLECTUAL DISCUSSION HAS REVEALED 

THAT EVOLUTION." – SANDRA MONTEIRO | CHIEF 

OF GLOBAL BUSINESS STRATEGIES, NHLPA 

 

"DURING THE INTERACTIVE SESSION, WE LISTED THE ASSETS 

WE CAN LEVERAGE TO BRING POSITIVE CHANGE: OUR 

REACH, COMMUNITIES, PASSIONATE FAN BASE.  WE ARE 

CREATING A COMMUNITY OF IDEAS AND, GIVEN THE 

INTERNATIONAL PLATFORM, WE CAN BRING COUNTRIES 

TOGETHER, PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE WORLD, TO HAVE A 

CONVERSATION ON THESE IMPORTANT ISSUES." – BILL DALY 

| DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, NHL 
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Attendee Feedback: In their words 

 
It is evident from Hockey SENSE  that NHL and NHLPA have programs designed to bring about 

change, and it is important to make others aware of how and where they can also help, which this 

summit really helped to do. | We all have to work together as a community and be more positive. We all 

need to accept and value others equally. | Every small action helps but large corporations need to use 

their platform to raise awareness and promote these issues to their clients and fan bases. | NHL/NHLPA 

commitment and partnership on this matter is impressive and inspiring. The network of people and 

organizations in the room has the power to create great change | As someone who does not follow 

the NHL at all, I was pleasantly surprised by the entire conference and the views/discussions within. I took 

away a much stronger respect for the NHL/NHLPA and that sports can help to bring these subjects to the 

forefront. | I work with initiatives on diversity and inclusion on an ongoing basis and never thought to 

connect it with sustainable environments. I will make a point of bridging the two in the future. | Sport is an 

avenue to other discussion items. We can start with teams/leagues to set examples for other 

businesses. |  Small decisions can pay big dividends, such as Harnarayan Singh's rise as a broadcaster 

and Tensho Takemori's explanations on the impact of removing waste vs. renewable energy in buildings.   
 

 

Attendee Recommendations: In their words 

 
Find ways to reduce social barriers, create best practices, promote the mixing of people with 

different needs, cultures and incomes & develop a measurement for service equity focusing on 

participation rates and resident ability to access hockey/sports programming in their community. 

| Discuss more about how to get underprivileged kids playing hockey and how they can grow the game in 

demographics where hockey may not have as much of a presence. | Much has been done around physical 

safety and much more needs to be done to provide emotional rewarding experiences enriching lives and 

society. | More discussion on grassroots campaigns, including community recycling initiatives and minor 

hockey associations involvement in educating their players on the importance of inclusion, | Greater focus 

on First Nations / indigenous issues and representation. 

 

 

 

 


