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WE HAVE ONE SIMPLE GOAL 

For you, beside you, and because of you, our goal is to 
support meaningful change ~ right here in central Ohio.

$2,800,000+  

230,000+

COLLECTIVE COMMUNITY INVESTMENT

YOUTH SERVED IN CENTRAL OHIO



received free education resources in equipment, supplies and field  
trips to schools and rec centers

STUDENTS DONATED
40,000+ $363,000+

TEACHING OUR YOUTH

during Hockey Fights Cancer

and their families received care

RAISED PEDIATRIC  
CANCER PATIENTS

$60,000+ 20,000+

CHAMPIONING CARE



learned the fundamentals of hockey

by fans, CBJ players,  
Lady Jackets and staff

KIDS ORGANIZATIONS 
SUPPORTED

HOURS 
VOLUNTEERED

37,000+ 16,000+ 600+ 7,000+

GROWING THE GAME
MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY

to Columbus Blue Jackets games
TICKETS DONATED
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My father always told me,  
“If you’re good to the game,  
the game will be good to you.”

Inside these pages, we’d like  
to share how the game has  
been good to our community.

Thank you for supporting our team and our causes.  
We couldn’t do it without you.

 
Nick Foligno 
Captain, Columbus Blue Jackets 
Blue Jackets Community MVP (2015, 2017, 2019)

As captain of the Columbus Blue Jackets, I am very proud  
to represent our team on the ice and in the community. My  
teammates and I recognize that being a Blue Jacket means  
more than being a hockey player.  It means giving back to the  
place we call home and the people who so generously support us.    

During the 2018–19 season, the Blue Jackets’ collective  
community impact exceeded $2.85 million, which included  
more than $1 million in grants to nonprofit organizations that  
share our mission to support the health and wellness of youth  
in central Ohio.   

Thanks to the giving spirit of our fans and partners, the Blue  
Jackets Foundation is helping to fight pediatric cancer, build  
playgrounds, distribute sport helmets, provide low-cost pediatric  
dental care, award scholarships and break barriers of entry for  
those who want to participate in our great sport. All of that is  
just a small sample of the many ways we’re working together  
to improve the lives of kids throughout central Ohio. 

We’re in thousands of classrooms, where hockey is used as a  
teaching tool. We’re in ice rinks, school gyms and rec centers to  
get sticks in the hands of kids and introduce them to our game.  
We’re visiting with children, families and members of the  
military who might need lifting up during tough times. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cathy Lyttle, board chair

T.J. LaMendola, treasurer

Greg Kirstein, secretary

Katie Matney, interim executive director

Amy McConnell, board member

Nathan Wymer, board member

Jessica McConnell, board member

belief

commitment

impact

The Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation is dedicated to  
the health and wellness of children in central Ohio.

We dedicate time, resources and financial support to organizations  
making a difference in the areas of pediatric cancer, reading, fitness  
through play, and the growth and development of amateur hockey.

In 2018, our foundation granted $1.1 million to 32 nonprofits  
with a cumulative giving of more than $10.4 million to our  

community since the team’s inception in 2000.

The Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation is a 
registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

WE ARE FOUNDED ON
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TEACHING OUR YOUTH
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Book Jackets 
presented by CollegeAdvantage

Our no-cost reading incentive program  
offers K–8 teachers a way to encourage and  
reward reading outside the classroom.  

4,678,858
by 6,800+ participants  
in 400+ classrooms

MINUTES READ
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY 

Through a partnership with Columbus Metropolitan Library, we 
supported the Yellow Apron program that connects young readers 
with a volunteer buddy to practice their reading skills.

4,000+
VOLUNTEER HOURS
from reading buddies

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

We help local elementary school students get a start in understanding 
how businesses work through the Junior Achievement BizTown 
program. Last year, our grant supported the Blue Jackets storefront  
at BizTown.

28,000+
STUDENTS LEARNED 
basic economic concepts

TEACHING OUR YOUTH
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation annually awards two scholarships of $10,000 each.  
These gifts are for students who show exceptional qualities both on and off the ice.

2019 High School Hockey Scholarship

Ryan Jenkins, Dublin Jerome High School

Hockey Scholars
Hockey Scholars is an online program that 
uses hockey-themed lessons to help students 
in grades 4–8 advance in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and math. More than 
200 schools participated thanks to a partnership 
with the NHL, the NHL Players’ Association and 
the online education company EVERFI. 

17,000+ 
STUDENTS  
PARTICIPATED

TEACHING OUR YOUTH

2019 John H. McConnell Scholarship

Christina Himes, Westerville Central/South High School
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576 STUDENTS participated in  
After-School All-Stars Hockey Hero Camp.

150 GIRLS participated in a 20-week wellness 
curriculum with Ruling Our Experiences.

1,000 STUDENTS  
received free writing courses at Thurber House.

90 KIDS read more than 700 minutes as part of  
the Clintonville-Beechwold Community Resources 
Center’s Score with Reading summer program.

13 LOW-INCOME FAMILIES  
received books and educational resources with 
Columbus Early Learning Centers.

342 FAMILY MEMBERS  
participated in Marburn Academy’s early reading 
screenings and community parent seminars.

COMMUNITY  
SHELTER BOARD

Last season, our foundation 
introduced a new Reading at 
Home program with Community 
Shelter Board to reduce the 
negative effects of homelessness 
on educational attainment.  
The intergenerational program 
promotes children’s literacy  
by encouraging families to  
read together. 

490 
CHILDREN  
PARTICIPATED

STUDENT ACHIEVERS  
powered by AEP

Student Achievers, powered  
by AEP, is an incentive program 
that rewards hard work and 
measurable improvement in  
the classroom. Students  
(K–12) who earn straight A’s  
or improve a full letter grade  
in a subject in a single grading 
period are eligible to receive  
free game tickets.

2,900+
TICKETS GIVEN  
to recognize  
student 
achievements

21,320
MINUTES READ

1313

Timeout to Read 
presented by PNC Bank

At local YMCAs, preschoolers join the three-week  
Timeout to Read program, presented by PNC  
Bank. Last year’s program welcomed 623 pre-K  
kids. The program builds imagination, family  
time and literacy by encouraging reading to and  
with preschoolers for at least 30 minutes a day.

WITH SUPPORT FROM OUR GRANT PARTNERSTEACHING OUR YOUTH
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CHAMPIONING CARE
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6 
PEDIATRIC
CANCER 
HEROES

Hockey Fights 
Cancer Night 
presented by OhioHealth

Kids fighting pediatric cancer are our 
heroes, and each season we show our  
support by offering unique experiences  
and special recognitions during events  
such as  Hockey Fights Cancer Night,  
presented by OhioHealth. Some call it  
therapy through distraction, but most  
of the kids just call it fun.

KidSMILES 

In central Ohio, many children who desperately need dental care 
don’t have access. So we stepped up to fill the gap by funding 
KidSMILES, a nonprofit pediatric dental clinic that delivers the 
spectrum of dental care for one affordable $20 payment. A dental 
education outreach program in local schools complements the 
services provided at the clinic.   

RONALD MCDONALD  
HOUSE CHARITIES 

When pediatric patients need an  
overnight stay, it’s not always easy  
or affordable for parents to use  
a hotel. The Ronald McDonald  
House Charities offer a place they  
can stay for free. 

653 NIGHTS
supported by the  
CBJ Foundation

FLYING HORSE FARMS

Our grant to Flying Horse Farms, a camp thoughtfully adapted for  
children with serious illnesses, supported a two-week hematology 
and oncology camp.

163 KIDS
experienced camp

10,980 SMILES
treated at the clinic

CHAMPIONING CARE
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FLASHES OF HOPE

The nonprofit organization Flashes 
of Hope arranges professional 
photo shoots for kids with cancer so 
they can see themselves and their 
changing appearance in a new and 
positive way. Flashes’ photographers 
use their expertise to capture images 
of courage, beauty, strength, hope 
and dignity—while also raising 
funds for research. The Blue Jackets 
Foundation is the sole funder of the 
local Flashes of Hope chapter.

A KID AGAIN

Our grant provided thousands of ill children and family members, nearly  
60% of whom are living in poverty, the chance to give illness a timeout  
and enjoy monthly adventures around town together as a family.

8,000+ FAMILY MEMBERS 
enjoyed monthly adventures

178 PHOTO SHOOTS LAST YEAR

Columbus Blue Jackets 
Foundation Family  
Resource Center
at Nationwide Children’s Hospital 

This 5,000-square-foot space offers families at the hospital 
amenities such as a lounge with a play area, laundry facilities, 
a clinical education classroom, computers and complimentary 
services including haircuts and massage therapy.

5,875 FAMILIES
received services

CHAMPIONING CARE
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10 KIDS 
battling life-threatening illnesses received wishes  
through our grant partnership with Make-A-Wish.

140 CHILDREN 
with special needs received safe play equipment  
at The Childhood League.

65 PEDIATRIC CANCER PATIENTS  
and their families received cooking classes as  
part of the Cancer Support Community Fund’s  
Jackets Corner program.

428 PEDIATRIC CANCER FAMILY 
MEMBERS joined Nellie’s Champions for Kids  
Back to School Bash.

Bicycle Safety
presented by Columbia Gas

Through our partnership with Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital, we’ve taken a leadership 
role in promoting bicycle safety. Annually, 
we provide free bike helmets and fittings for 
children in Columbus.

3,929 FREE 
BIKE HELMETS 
provided to Columbus youth

SAVARD’S STACHE

In November 2018, defenseman David Savard and his stylish mustache 
served as CBJ’s face for Movember, presented by North High Brewing. 
His challenge to fans helped raise funds to tackle prominent men’s 
health issues. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Each September, the Columbus Blue Jackets and OhioHealth team up 
with the American Red Cross to promote “Hockey: It’s in Your Blood!” 
to recruit blood donors and help save lives.

13,384 PINTS of blood donated 
with a potential of helping save more than 

40,000 LIVES

21

$11,081 raised for Movember 

WITH SUPPORT FROM OUR GRANT PARTNERSCHAMPIONING CARE
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GROWING THE GAME
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SUMMER TAKEOVER

During the summer, we visit local day camps to introduce the game 
to kids by hosting a street hockey clinic and interactive program that 
teaches hockey fundamentals with a focus on teamwork, respect  
and responsibility. 

HOCKEY TO GO

During the school year, we execute no-cost street hockey clinics at  
youth-based facilities and community organizations in central Ohio  
to remove barriers of entry to the game. 

2,000+ CAMPERS SERVED 
at 28 camps 

2,000+ KIDS 
participated in 40 clinics 

Blue Jackets Power Play Challenge 
This healthy lifestyle initiative is a hockey-themed wellness curriculum designed to combat childhood  
obesity by incorporating street hockey and incentive-based fitness challenges in physical education classes.  
The program, intended for students in grades 2–5, is offered free of charge to elementary schools. 

101 SCHOOLS 
representing four central Ohio school districts (Columbus,  
Dublin, Olentangy and Worthington) took the challenge. 

25

GROWING THE GAME
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Sled Hockey
With support from our foundation, Ohio 
Sled Hockey provides individuals with 
disabilities the chance to play hockey using 
specialized equipment. 

11 
SLED HOCKEY  
PLAYERS

BOY SCOUTS SKATE  
INTO SCOUTING

In partnership with Simon Kenton Council of the Boy Scouts of America,  
our support offered free skating to all scouts and encouraged them to earn 
fitness-related achievements. 

COLUMBUS ICE  
HOCKEY CLUB

This program, which is part  
of the NHL’s “Hockey is  
for Everyone”  initiative,  
provides opportunities for  
underserved kids to learn  
to skate and play hockey.    

SPECIAL HOCKEY 

Special Hockey makes the sport 
accessible for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. 
Our funding assists the local 
program with custom equipment, 
scholarships and travel support.  

GIRLS’ HOCKEY DAY

The Blue Jackets host an annual celebration at Nationwide Arena for girls  
ages 6–14. The skill development clinic was open to all levels and included  
guest instructors from USA Hockey.

40 CHILDREN
supported locally 

5,200 KIDS
exposed to skating 
and hockey 

50+ GIRLS PARTICIPATED

3,850 BOY SCOUTS JOINED 

GROWING THE GAME
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• Athens Youth Hockey Association 

• Capital Amateur Hockey Association 

• Columbus Chill Youth Hockey Association

• Columbus Youth Development Association 

• Dayton Amateur Hockey Association

• Easton Youth Hockey Association

• Gliding Stars

• Newark Ice Hockey Association

• Ohio AAA Blue Jackets

 
CENTRAL OHIO GIRLS HOCKEY 

Working in conjunction with Columbus Chill Youth Hockey 
Association (CCYHA) Girls Hockey, we fund resources for  
participants to learn hockey, receive skills training and  
enjoy the sport.
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Street Jackets  
Skills & Drills 
Each season, the Blue Jackets donate street hockey equipment  
to local recreation centers and other community groups to grow  
the game and make it accessible to all. Instructional clinics,  
guidance on managing a local program, street hockey curriculum  
and an annual tournament complement the donation.

39 active Street Jackets sites 

1,950 participants  
playing street hockey

100+ kids participated 
in the Blue Jackets 
sponsored tournament

LEARN TO PLAY  

We continued Learn to Play, an NHL/NHLPA-supported program  
designed to provide first-time hockey participants (ages 5–8) with  
free head-to-toe equipment and instruction led by former  
Blue Jacket Andrew Cassels. 

GET OUT AND LEARN! (GOAL!)  
powered by Performance Columbus 

This grassroots initiative invites kids ages 5–8 to try hockey for free. 
Designed for boys and girls who have no formal experience, these  
on-ice clinics are intended to remove barriers of entry to the sport. 

SHOOTOUT SHOWCASE presented by Huntington

Shootout Showcase invites 16 goalies and shooters representing  
Ohio youth hockey clubs to compete in a single-elimination shootout 
tournament that airs on Fox Sports Ohio. The winning team earned  
a trip to the 2019 NHL All-Star Weekend in San Jose, California,  
and competed in the NHL mini one-on-one tournament. 
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675+ KIDS 
tried hockey in 23 free clinics

400+ PROGRAM GRADUATES

ADDITIONAL PARTNERS SUPPORTEDGROWING THE GAME

CENTRAL OHIO  
GIRLS SUPPORTED
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MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY



HOCKEY FOR HER  
presented by Meyers Jewelers 

This year, the game-night events gave 
250+ women the opportunity to enjoy 
an on-ice activity with CBJ coaches and 
alumni, behind-the-scenes access at 
Nationwide Arena and a Q&A session 
with NHL officials.  

33

Military  
Appreciation Night 
presented by Elk & Elk 

During the Columbus Blue Jackets’ annual Military Appreciation Night,  
presented by Elk & Elk, the club salutes those who have served or 
are currently serving in the nation’s armed forces. To show support 
and gratitude for all service members, the Blue Jackets players wear 
camouflage-style jerseys during pregame warm-ups. Last year, fans 
participated in a game-night collection of personal-care items to stock 
central Ohio USO lounges that offer respite for military personnel and 
their families.

40,000 
PERSONAL-CARE  
ITEMS donated to  
the USO lounges 

704 TICKETS
donated to military 
veterans, personnel 
and their families

ATKINSON’S SUPPORT  
FOR THE MILITARY

CBJ forward #13 Cam Atkinson, who  
co-founded Force Network Fund to  
support military members and first  
responders, donated $1,013 to The  
USO of Central & Southern Ohio.

MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY
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Nationwide 
Children’s 
Hospital Visit 
Blue Jackets players, team personalities  
and Stinger often give time, attention  
and CBJ Courage Kits presented by  
Boich Companies on special visits  
with hospitalized kids.

HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY NIGHT 

On this night, the McConnell Education Foundation, which has 
provided more than $1.3 million in philanthropic support for high 
school hockey in greater Columbus over the last 20 years, awarded 
grants to 35 Columbus-area high school hockey programs.

800+ high school players, coaches  
and families benefited

50/50 RAFFLE PRESENTED  
by KEMBA Financial Credit Union 

At every home and away game, our foundation held  
a 50/50 raffle as a fundraising vehicle for multiple  
central Ohio nonprofit organizations.

$300,000+ 
RAISED for the community

MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY
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Salvation Army 
Toy Drive/
Christmas Cheer 
The Blue Jackets supported the annual Big 
10TV Toy Drive to collect toys for the Salvation 
Army’s Christmas Cheer program, which makes 
holiday gifts possible for families in need. 
In addition to an in-game toy collection, our 
CBJ staff and Lady Jackets volunteered at the 
Christmas Cheer toy distribution.

14,677
TOYS 
COLLECTED

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL PROGRAM  
with Avondale Elementary 

Our partnership with Avondale Elementary continued to provide meaningful interactions  
with students and families. Last year, nearly 100 CBJ employees took part in the annual pen  
pal program with the 4th- and 5th-graders. This involved exchanging letters, ice-skating at  
the OhioHealth Ice Haus and enjoying a year-end party. Our Lady Jackets also visited Avondale  
to serve breakfast at events encouraging parental involvement at their child’s school.

BUILDING PLAYGROUNDS 

The Blue Jackets Foundation continued its commitment to build playgrounds with  
Columbus Recreation and Parks in an effort to provide safe areas for children and families  
to play outdoors. This past season, they also funded new Blue Jackets playgrounds for Mary  
Haven, LSS CHOICES and the city of Bexley.

$330,000 GRANTED 
to build 5 new CBJ playgrounds in central Ohio

STINGER AROUND TOWN 

Our favorite mascot made the rounds in Ohio, 
reaching more than 20,000 people across his 
300+ appearances. Stinger’s charitable efforts 
raised more than $30,000 for our foundation 
this year through a variety of in-game 
deliveries and experiences.  

MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY
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Hockey is 
for Everyone 
presented by VORYS

The Blue Jackets and the NHL  
celebrated Hockey is for Everyone™  
(HIFE) month with a multitude of  
events to highlight diversity in the  
sport with HIFE Ambassador Seth  
Jones. As part of the club’s annual  
HIFE event, the team hosted an  
on-ice, pregame introduction of  
several individuals representing a  
range of age and diversity groups  
from across Ohio. Events in  
February provided the opportunity  
to introduce the sport to more  
than 3,500 kids, including an  
intergenerational hockey game  
with residents from Worthington  
Christian Retirement Community.  

39

COMMUNITY MVP AWARD presented by Accenture

The Columbus Blue Jackets Community MVP Award recognizes the  
player who best exemplifies service, dedication and leadership. Captain  
Nick Foligno was named the 2018–19 award recipient at this year’s  
Community Night presented by Accenture. This is the third time he  
has received the award. To mark the selection, the Columbus Blue  
Jackets Foundation has made a $5,000 donation in Nick’s name to the  
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

NHL GREEN presented by Advanced Drainage Systems

The Columbus Blue Jackets supported NHL Green, presented by ADS. Throughout the month, our  
foundation auctioned one-of-a-kind, recycled items—from skates, gloves and sticks, to repurposed rink  
glass and jerseys—to keep them out of landfills. In an effort to eliminate financial barriers to playing  
hockey, our foundation also hosts an annual sale at an OhioHealth Chiller Ice Rink to offer gently used  
equipment at affordable prices. All proceeds are reinvested in the local youth hockey community.

1,300+ pieces of equipment were collected, 

RAISING $7,000+

MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY
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BIG LOTS! DONATED 

$45,600 
in recognition of the 465 on-ice  
assists recorded during the season. 
 
 
ADVANCED DRAINAGE 
SYSTEMS DONATED 

$12,555 
in support of the “Between the Pipes” 
goalie saves recorded during the 
season. 
 
 
PAPA JOHN’S   
PIZZA DONATED 

$16,000+  
to the Janis Foligno Foundation.  
 
 

BUD LIGHT  
hosted three celebrity bartender 
events where tips and raffles 
benefited our foundation. 
 

TIM HORTONS  
hosted a Stinger donut campaign 
during playoffs with proceeds 
benefiting our foundation. 
 
 

DELAWARE NORTH 
COMPANIES 
donated food and beverage as well  
as unique experiences. 
 
 

WORTHINGTON 
INDUSTRIES  
donated eight suites to community 
partners throughout the season. 
 
 

G+J PEPSI  
donated beverages to 
community events. 
 
 

PANERA BREAD  
donated food to community events.

Player Day  
of Service
presented by Kroger

Last year, our players gave back to the 
local community with an afternoon of 
volunteer work at Mid-Ohio Foodbank. 

7,678 
POUNDS  
OF FOOD 
sorted and packaged

41

MORE CORPORATE CARING
MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY



Golf Classic 
presented by Plante Moran

One of our foundation’s largest annual fundraisers,  
the Golf Classic supports youth health and wellness. 
At the renowned Double Eagle Club, each foursome 
enjoys an exclusive gift package, a lunch program 
to draft their celebrity golfer, a once-in-a-lifetime 
round of golf with a Blue Jackets player, and a dinner 
program where we announce winners and present 
the Foundation Cup. This special day gives donors 
the chance to join efforts and change hundreds of 
children’s lives.

$275,000
RAISED 

MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY

• Anheuser-Busch 
• Bartha 
• Double Eagle Club 
• G+J Pepsi 
• HALO Branded 
 Solutions 
• Labatt 
• Meyers Jewelers 
• Mike’s Hard  
 Lemonade 

• Nationwide 
• Plante Moran 
• OhioHealth 
• Performance 
 Columbus Family 
 of Dealerships  
• The Oneida Group 
• The Waterworks 
• Treasury Wines 
• WestCamp

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY:

43



45

• Accenture 

• Advanced Drainage 

   Systems 

• Altimate Care 

• Anheuser-Busch 

• Baesman 

• Boren Brothers 

• BrewDog 

• Columbia Gas of Ohio 

• Discover 

• Elk & Elk 

• Energy Transfer 

• Fifth Third Bank 

• First Merchants Bank 

• FOX Sports Ohio 

• G + J Pepsi 

• Great Lakes Brewing Co. 

• Huntington 

• Labatt 

• Lexus 

• Meyers Jewelers 

• Minute Men Staffing 

• Nationwide 

• New Amsterdam Vodka 

• North High Brewing 

• OhioHealth 

• Panera Bread 

• Papa John’s Pizza 

• Paychex 

• Plante Moran 

• Plunkett’s Pest Control 

• PNC Bank 

• Post House Creative 

• Safelite AutoGlass 

• Telhio Credit Union 

• The Oneida Group 

• Treasury Wine Estates 

• Value City Furniture 

• Vector Security 

• VORYS 

• Wolfe Enterprises 

• Worthington Industries
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GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY:

The CannonBall 
presented by American Eagle Mortgage and Bartha

Hundreds jumped in to help with this year’s event to benefit children in 
central Ohio. Guests interacted with Blue Jackets players, management and 
club personalities, while also getting a chance to hear about the team’s ongoing 
community involvement and future efforts. 

$525,000 RAISED 

MARCHING WITH  
OUR COMMUNITY



REACH OUT TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT  
THE MANY WAYS YOU CAN MARCH WITH US.

Columbus Blue Jackets Community Development  |  bluejackets.com/community 
200 W. Nationwide Blvd., Columbus, OH 43215  |  614-246-4315  |  cbjfoundation@bluejackets.com

Thank You


