
 

              
              
         

Postgame Quotes 
Nashville Predators vs. Toronto Maple Leafs 

January 27, 2020 
 

 
Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On the team's overall performance... 
I thought the first period was very competitive. I think on both sides we were certainly prepared to play 
and I thought we gave ourselves an opportunity to be extremely competitive in the game. And then in 
the second period we just got away from it. We just got away from the identity that we want to play 
with, the hardness that you need to play with to be able to win – managing the puck and the 
consistency in the performances throughout the lineup and that was where the game got away from us. 
I thought early in the third was okay and then we got the goal, and that seemed to give us some life, 
and then we made a push at the end. I think when you narrow the game down, it really comes down to 
that second period and we've got to dissect that, we've got to talk to the guys about it and see why we 
came out and played the way we did in the first period, and then, where did we go in the second period. 
All the sudden we got so much momentum from a goal in the third period – we’ve got to do a better 
job. We've got to do a better job understanding that you're not always going to have the lead and you 
got to have pushback in games and a little bit more mental fortitude and consistency in what we're 
doing and consistency throughout our lineup. 
 
On how much of the team’s mentality is on the coach and how much is on the players... 
It's a combination and a lot of times that's where the challenge lies in. I think that's kind of where you 
narrow down where our team's at. Basically, what cost us the game was – I think we did some really 
good things in the first period I give the guys credit. We were ready to play. We had a couple good days 
and then in the second period, it's just the intensity level, the competitive level, the attention to detail, 
the puck management, our group playing together and for each other for 20 minutes. They got a couple 
goals and then we didn't stay with it. We got away from what was working and sometimes you have to 
understand in the game that even if you're doing some good things, you may not have the lead, but you 
can't get away from what you're doing and you got to have some dig in and some pushback, and I think 
that's the biggest thing out of this game. 
 
On whether lack of a pushback being an issue is surprising... 
No. I think every year and every team you go through different challenges, and there's different things 
that present teams positively and negatively every year. I think right now that's our biggest task from 
the coaches to the players is finding a way where we can put multiple games together, we can put full 
games together. So, it's on everybody – the coaches and the players – and I think that's what our 
challenge is. The good thing is we know what the challenge is. It's not like you're at a dartboard. I think 
we know exactly what we have to take care of, and that's part of what our challenge is as a group and 
that's what we have to overcome. 
 



 

 
 
 

Captain Roman Josi 
On overall assessment of the team’s performance… 
I thought we actually played pretty good in the first (period). It was a lot of back and forth. They had some 
chances; I thought we had some good chances too, and then I thought they took over in the second. We 
didn’t play well enough in the second and they took the game over. We had a push, but it was too late.  
 
On what he feels might be going on with the team when things are starting to go wrong… 
I think it was pretty evident tonight. Like I said, I thought our first was good. And then our second, we 
don’t play well and they score one or two and it just kind of keeps going from there. We’ve got to find a 
way to get out of it after they score a goal. That next shift has got to be going our way. There’s going to 
be times when they have the puck and they have momentum. That’s normal. There are some good teams 
in this League. You got to find a way to get out of it. It can’t be one or two goals and three goals and it 
just keeps going. As a team, we got to do a way better job of coming back and changing momentum to 
our way.  
 
On if he felt an energy difference from the team after Arvidsson’s goal… 
Yes, the last 10 minutes, I thought we had a good push. We scored a goal. We had some chances after 
that. But it’s got to be for 60 minutes. That’s a really good team over there. You’re not going to win a 
game by playing the first period and the last 10 minutes. You got to play for 60 minutes. Otherwise, you’re 
not going to win.  
 
On how the team can find a way to push back in the rest of the season… 
Well, we’ve got to do it together. I mean, every guy has got to go out there and try to make a difference. 
You’ve got to find a way to change the momentum. It’s got to be that next line every time and every guy 
individually has to go out there and try to make a difference and turn it around.  

 
Forward Mikael Granlund 

On what was said in the locker room after the loss… 
We’re not where we want to be, and we’re not playing the way we want to. We have to find it inside the 
locker room, and we have to be better. 
 
On why this veteran team hasn’t played well in high-pressure situations this season… 
It’s tough to say. We’re just not doing the things we should be doing. There’s still a lot of games left, and 
I’m sure we can find it, but we have to turn this around quickly. It starts with us. That’s not enough, what 
we saw tonight. 
 
On if the team is reaching crisis mode… 
I wouldn’t say that much, but we have to win games. We should look at the standings and we need to 
play way better. We’re going playing this kind of game where we play 20 good minutes, but that’s not 
going to be enough. We have to do it better. Just the way we play, that has to change. We’re not going 
to win hockey games otherwise. 
 



 

 
 
 

Toronto Maple Leafs Quotes 
Head Coach Sheldon Keefe 

On what stood out to him from the first game back after the bye week…  
I liked that through different periods of the game, we did a really nice job of doing the things we wanted 
to do. I had a pretty good sense going in, it wasn’t going to look pretty all the time in a game like this. 
You’re not really sure what you’re going to get coming off that type of break. All in all, I thought that we 
executed well enough, obviously to score enough goals to put us in a good spot. I liked parts of our 
game and other parts that we want to make sure we continue to grow on. 
 
On what he thought of Rasmus Sandin getting his first NHL goal and his poise during his second 
recall…  
I’m pumped for him to score the goal. That was a big goal for us at that point in the game as well. I’m 
not surprised by the poise. I’ve come to expect that, I think we all have, and he showed that through 
training camp, through his first recall as well. He’s filled in really nicely there for us, he fits in well too. 
Just having him on a play, he puts the puck into our forwards hands really well and keeps the offense 
moving.  
 
On how big the Jason Spezza goal was after Kasperi Kapanen got injured… 
It was a great goal by (Jason) Spezza at the tail end of that power play. He’s done a really nice job for us 
on the power play. He gets it in a good spot, Hollsy (Justin Holl) did a really good job of putting the puck 
to him in a good area there and he made good on it, so that was great. (After Kapanen’s injury,) we had 
to move things around a little bit, which kind of disrupted our flow. Especially at the start of the second 
period, without Kappy (Kasperi Kapanen), I thought that hurt us there. We’re not sure exactly how he is. 
Clearly, he wasn’t good enough to come back. I was told the x-ray was negative, but we’re just going to 
have and see how it feels in the morning.  
 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen 
On what his team did in the second period to tighten the game down… 
We quieted down the game a little bit and we got the lead after the first. I thought we did a good job not 
forcing too much, slowing things down and making sure we didn’t turn the puck over as much in crucial 
spots. We played really smart. 
 
On keeping your head in a hectic third period… 
Good habits are the most important. It thought we did a good job. 
 
On his save on Kyle Turris’s shot in the second period… 
I was on the left side loading up for a pass, trying to get a push over and cover as much as possible. There’s 
obviously a righty on the other side for a (one timer), just try to get over there as much as possible. Didn’t 
give it up or anything like that, so we did a good job trying to clear it afterwards and drawing the penalty.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On how big it was to win the first game after the All-Star break… 
It’s great. We had some good talks about trying to get better at different things. Like everyone at this 
time of year, we want to keep pushing, so this is a good first step.  
 

Defenseman Rasmus Sandin 
On scoring his first NHL goal… 
I'm going to remember that the rest of my life for sure. I was just standing a little behind the play and 
then the puck just popped out and I saw last second that (Pekka Rinne) was covering the low ice and he 
was leaning forward a little bit, so I just tried to put it high and luckily it went in.  
 
On his thought process for William Nylander’s opening goal… 
I just got it and Willy (William Nylander) was looking back so I just tried to put it out. I was also in front of 
the net, so I just had to make a play pretty quick there. It was great that it worked out.  
 
On how his confidence has grown since the beginning of the year… 
I think I am just more complete. I feel like now, especially with that confidence – I know all of the guys on 
the team and they know how the team and also the league – so it’s a lot different like that. Then just 
working on small details in my game. I am working with video and also in the gym, so I felt prepared when 
I got called up this time. 
 

Forward Jason Spezza 
On what he saw on his second-period goal… 
There was some traffic there and Holler (Justin Holl) did a good job of getting in the middle and allowed 
me to kind of walk and come right down. When you get time like that, you usually try to pick a spot and 
it worked out well.  
 
On the team’s performance overall… 
Just a good response. Coming out of a break, we have some difficult games and I thought it was a good 
match for our team. Just coming out, getting a lead and we controlled play for a lot of time. I think there’s 
still things that we can do better. For the most part, we did a lot of good things and that’s why we were 
rewarded with a win.  
 
On the performance of his team’s forward lines after Kasperi Kapanen’s mid-game injury… 
When you lose a guy mid-game, as a fourth line you’re going to get put out there more and you’re going 
to be with different combinations and play all three positions. You can be all over the map. So, you have 
to stay sharp in the game and you have to stay ready because of it. When a guy goes down, especially 
coming off a break, we’re going to use everyone.  
 


