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Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On whether he could have asked for any more from his guys at home…  
Not necessarily. I think the guys did a good job, particularly coming off the road. We talked about it 
yesterday at practice and having a certain amount of energy level, mental focus, preparation that we 
wanted to have in the way that we played, so it was nice to see the players do the job that they did 
tonight. They also get rewarded for it on the scoresheet and how we played. It was great for our fans 
and great for our players to fight again in an environment that's a real home ice advantage. 
 
On the biggest difference between this game and the Vancouver game…  
Well, I think the start was one, but I also think — I thought we deserved a lot more than we did in the 
Vancouver game and I still stand by that. I thought that (Vancouver) got some bounces early in the first 
period. We didn't play our best. They found some pucks in the net. I thought the second period, third 
period, we took the game over and played well. And that was the message to our team, was that we’ve 
got to put a complete 60 minutes together. We feel like we played some good hockey – even in 
Edmonton, even though we didn't win the game, sometimes in this league you're going to play well and 
lose. But the important thing is to really take the end result and not be emotional about it and really 
assess what the game was and that's what we did. I think the players responded well and they've done 
a great job.  
  
On whether Juuse Saros has taken over the starting job in goal…  
I don't know about that. I think if you look at the Vegas game, Peks (Pekka Rinne) was probably our best 
player and our team wasn't very good. Then we gave the start to Juice (Juuse Saros) on the road and he 
played well, found a way to win. It was kind of a road trip – just in a situation where he seemed like he 
was hot and feeling well so we stayed with him on the road trip. I think the Vancouver game – when you 
go back to the goals in the Vancouver game, again, I don’t think you can necessarily say Peks didn’t play 
well. There were bad bounces off (Ryan) Johansen’s shin pad, (Dan) Hamhuis and it went in, bounced 
off three guys and it went in. Unfortunately, it wasn’t good for him. I’ve liked his game and I think he’s 
playing well. We’re going to need both guys to play well down the stretch with all the games we have 
remaining. 
 

Forward Craig Smith 
On his first career hat trick… 
It was great. I had a lot of opportunities to get it, so it was nice. It was great, and a really good look by the 
guys around me – a really nice feed by Rocco (Grimaldi), good work by Bones (Nick Bonino) and it was a 
hell of a pass by (Roman) Josi there at the end. It was a good win. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On why his line has been consistent all year long… 
We play with energy and we try to have fun and make plays. I think that everyone plays their best when 
they’re having fun and trying to make plays. A big part of our line makeup is our speed on the outside and 
disrupting plays. Bones (Nick Bonino) is so good in the middle, it kind of gives us a bit more room. 
 
On Juuse Saros’ play tonight and lately… 
He’s been outstanding. If you look back to the Vancouver game, there were a lot of funky goals. One 
against us off shin pads and stuff that’s not necessarily his fault. It was nice for him to get that, do they 
call it a donut game out there? It was great. He played well and had some really good stops and saw it 
well tonight. 

 
Forward Rocco Grimaldi 

On how he feels about the win tonight… 
It was a great win for us. I thought we played a full 60 minutes. From the first shift on, I thought it was 
great, from Juice (Juuse Saros) in the net all the way out to every line. I thought we had a great game and 
we talked a lot about just coming to compete, especially on home ice. It hasn’t been a great year on home 
ice for us, so we definitely want to start this home stretch on the right foot and I thought we did a great 
job.  
 
On his line tonight with Craig Smith… 
It was awesome seeing him rewarded like that. I didn’t know it was his first (hat trick), I could of sworn it 
was his 10th or 11th the way he shoots the puck. It was special. Especially the first one where he 
pickpockets the guy and goes and snipes from the goal-line. The first shift of the game, when you see 
something like that, you know he’s ready to play and that fires everyone up. It was a lot of fun to watch. 
I’ve watched that with Bones (Nick Bonino) and I’ve watched that with Smitty (Craig Smith) now. It’s great 
to see guys like that get rewarded. 
 
On how important it is to carry this win forward and not let their feet off the gas… 
We try to take it shift by shift and period by period. Another thing we talked about is that our second 
periods haven’t been great as of late. I feel like other teams take momentum, whether we’re taking bad 
penalties or they’re just playing better than us 5-on-5. Coming in with the lead after the first, we knew 
we had to keep our foot on the gas pedal. They’re a good team and they can score in bunches. We wanted 
to keep them off the power play. I thought we did a good job of making it 4-0 and 5-0. Then in the third 
period, we were trying to play for Juice (Juuse Saros). He played great the whole game and kept us in it. I 
felt like it could’ve been 2-1 or 2-2 at a couple points in the first. We wanted to give him a shutout, and 
we did. 
 

Goaltender Juuse Saros 
On how he views this game overall tonight… 
I think it’s a good team win. Everybody played really well and really bought in. It’s been a while since we 
played a good game at home, so it was nice to get a few goals right from the start. 



 

 
 
 
 
On more playing time leading to increased confidence… 
It always helps with everything and everything feels more natural when you play more. It feels good. 
 
On feeling more relaxed in the net tonight… 
Of course, I saw a lot of pucks, a lot of shots from the outside, so that will always get you going too. I felt 
calm tonight. 
 
On how good it feels to get a big win at home… 
We talked about it before the game and we want to show our fans that we can play good at home. It’s 
always fun when we score and the crowd gets going. Couldn’t be any better place to play. 
 
On hearing his name at the end of the game… 
That was really awesome. I really appreciate that from the fans. 

 
New York Islanders Quotes 

Head Coach Barry Trotz 
On the number of turnovers tonight… 
Unforced, forced. We had some players that just were not good today, plain and simple. I was 
disappointed in our back end. Some of our guys that we rely on, some veteran guys, a few forwards as 
well. It wasn't a good team effort at all. 
 
On a snowball effect of the opposition scoring… 
They score two goals in the first three shots, but we're not playing that poorly yet. They get the third one 
and then I thought we were coming pretty good, then an unforced error with the fourth goal. We never 
were able to get any traction to get back in the game. It was on us, it was our turnovers and our lack of 
execution. So, that to me, it was unacceptable the number of turnovers that we had, and really not making 
firm plays. If you're going to move the puck, guys are just throwing New York garbage on their partner. 
 
On needing a strong third period… 
We were okay, but we didn't generate anything. I thought we played a little safe there. I thought the 
second period, after we didn't have the first period that we wanted, we had some chances. I think if you 
look back at the game, I'm probably going to find out the first period, the chances were probably even. 
And you're sitting there in a 3-0 hole. I thought, second period we came out with a little more 
determination and with urgency and we're going really good, then a nothing play ends up in the back of 
the net because we don't execute. Some are trying to outthink the game a little bit, it ends up in our net 
and that's 4-0. It's a downhill slide from there, so our effort and our focus on execution and turnovers 
were not there tonight. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Forward Brock Nelson 
On what went wrong tonight…  
A lot of things. From the get go – they get the one on first shift and had some momentum. They got a 
couple in the first. (It was) pretty sloppy by us. Lots of turnovers and we really didn’t execute on much of 
anything.  
 
On not getting back in it tonight after a bad start…  
They came hard. They were hungry and obviously they wanted it and it showed. We weren’t able to kind 
of raise it and get back on the attack and create some momentum and get our looks. We had a couple in 
the first but we didn’t capitalize on it. From there, it just didn’t go our way.  
 
On how much of an emphasis there will be on cleaning up the turnovers…  
I think that’ll be addressed – it was talked about already. I’m sure we’ll have a pretty good work day 
tomorrow. We want to get back to winning some games. 

 
Forward Anders Lee 

On the Predators having their “number” this season...  
We didn’t have a very good start, we gave them a lot of opportunities and they buried on three of them. 
We had our chances, but it wasn't a good enough effort just to get us going in the game tonight. We’ve 
got to have better starts than that. That is just a big hole, and then they worked us pretty good for a little 
bit there. We finally got something under us and settled things down. But, nothing was going to make it 
a game.  
 
On if Juuse Saros was the difference tonight…  
He was really good at the beginning of the game. We had some really good looks, really good chances, 
and we didn’t convert. We have to find a way to get one in and change the tide a little bit toward the end 
of a period – and least down 3-1 or something like that – and we weren’t able to do so. 
 
On putting this one behind them and going to Vegas…  
It’s one of those things this season. We have to move on from it. We’re going to think about this one. This 
one stings. It was not a good effort, it’s not representative of who we want to be. We’ll learn from it for 
sure. We’ve got to regroup here and figure things out and be ready for Vegas. 
 

Forward Mathew Barzal 
On playing behind from the beginning and not being able to score… 
We’re not accustomed to playing down a goal or two, we actually thrive under that a little bit. It was just 
unfortunate. When it went 3-0, we had a couple of really good chances. It just seemed like after those 
chances, they came down and just buried them down our throats a little bit, which was a killer. I thought 
we could have done easily better in this hockey game. I thought they had a lot of chances and when the 
game was on the line, 2-0 or 3-0, there were some big stops by their goalie. It really changed the 
momentum. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On what their team lacked during the game… 
It’s a pretty good hockey team over there. They’re just out of the playoffs, but they have some wicked 
pieces. They had their energy tonight and they had their legs, they were just getting everything deep. 
Their D-men are rolling around and causing a lot of confusion and that’s just the way it goes sometimes. 
Nothing Greisser (Thomas Greiss) or Varly (Seymon Varlomov) could have really done, it was all on us. 
They were breaking pucks out and they did a really good job at staying on top of us. There was really no 
neutral zone game and no rushes, so that’s why they were so dominant. 
 
On bouncing back in the next game... 
Second intermission and we’re down 5-0, as a group we just wanted to go in and have a solid period and 
have something to build off of going into the Vegas game. I thought it was alright, we just have to tie it 
together. We had a good game with Vegas when they came to Long Island so, hopefully we can just have 
another good game. It should be a battle. 
 


