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Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On his overall thoughts about the win…  
I thought that we had great goaltending tonight, first and foremost. I thought that our defensive 
structure helped us. We were obviously on our heels a little bit in tonight's game, but I thought if you go 
from the net out – excellent game from Pekka. I thought our defensive structure was good. We had 
guys committed and played strong defensively, and I think that that structure allowed us to go and keep 
the puck out of the net along with Pekka’s saves. I think there's some things to take out of the game 
positively in that area, but there's also some other aspects that – it's not the recipe to win every game, 
but sometimes you have to win a game that’s gritty, it's grinding, it's not pretty, you need your 
goaltender to be probably your best player and you got to have guys that just continue to hang in the 
fight and continue to battle. And we did that on the way to the win. 
  
On what he’s learned about Kyle Turris since he started coaching him… 
He’s a really smart player. He knows how to play a lot of situations. Obviously, he’s very good on special 
teams – 4-on-4, 3-on-3, he’s a good player. I think when you look, he’s a versatile player. He can play 
center, he can play wing. I just think he's come in and he’s played hard, he's competed to the best of his 
ability and I think that he's a guy that has good experience and understands how to play the game the 
right way. He's done a good job of that for us and he's been consistent in it, which is a big. 
  
On whether giving Turris more ice time enhances his confidence… 
I wouldn't use the word give ice time. I think he's earned the ice time that he's gotten and I think when 
you earn the ice time that you get and you show the coach that you're smart and you're competitive 
and you're going to play the game the right way, then you're going to get more ice time. I think then 
that leads probably to what you're talking about – you get more opportunities to make decisions, to 
make plays, to recover from maybe some plays that you didn't make well. But, I would credit Kyle 
because he earned that, I didn’t give it to him. 
 

Goaltender Pekka Rinne 
On the wins the last few days…  
Huge two wins in a row, against one of the top teams in the League. Just a gutsy effort tonight. 
Obviously two timely goals, we played solid defensively and just got it done. All in all, you look at where 
we’re at, I think these last three games have really given us confidence. We kind of see the light now, so 
it helps us for sure. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
On getting three wins in a row for the first time since October…  
October, that’s a long time ago. We can be honest; it’s been a struggle for the most part this year after 
October. We had a fairly good start, but after that it’s been full of ups and downs. Lately, it shows in our 
game that we play with a lot of passion, just gutsy plays. I feel like we’ve changed the way we play a 
game. Obviously, it’s Hynesy (Coach John Hynes), but it's also the players buying into it. I think it shows. 
 
On whether he’s put extra pressure on himself after Juuse Saros has gotten more starts… 
No. I think throughout the season, sometimes I put too much pressure on myself. Like I said, the same 
thing for myself as the team, (this season) has been full of ups and downs and inconsistency. It’s been a 
problem. A lot of the times, it doesn’t really help if you put extra pressure. I’m just super happy for Juice 
(Juuse Saros). It’s nothing away from me, I’m just really happy. But when I get in there, I try to treat it 
like a playoff game. I just try and do my best and not put too much pressure on myself, but at the same 
time, for once try to help this team.   
 
On if it felt like a playoff game today… 
The last two games, both of those games have. The game in St. Louis felt for sure (like a playoff game) 
and this one again. It’s a good team. You can tell they play with a lot of poise. They’re never out of the 
game and are a fairly experienced team, physical games too. That area of the game, we responded very 
well to that as well. 
 

Forward Kyle Turris 
On his view of the home-and-home back-to-back against St. Louis… 
It was just a battle tonight. They had a real good push back the whole game coming off of last night. Peks 
(Goaltender Pekka Rinne) kept us in it, he played phenomenal. Just to stick with it, battle, grind it out and 
find a way to win, it’s real important for us right now in the situation we’re in. It was huge for us. 
 
On the confidence in the room right now… 
It’s growing. It’s the time of the year you want it to be growing too. You want to get hot at the right time. 
Obviously, we have a lot of work to do and ground to make up, but at the same time, we’re trying to move 
in the right direction. 
 
On the battles the team has seen over the last few weeks… 
It’s hard, it’s tiring. Everybody is sacrificing and committing and contributing. It feels really good as a group 
to have everybody contributing and rolling. It’s a real team effort. 
 
On whether the team feels the momentum shift as a group… 
You don’t want to just think that all of the sudden you have it. It’s constantly a work in progress. We’re 
coming together, we’re getting more comfortable with the systems, we’re playing together and just 
feeling each other out. We’re gaining chemistry to move in the right direction. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Forward Craig Smith 
On picking up a win tonight in addition to Saturday’s victory over the Blues...  
It was a good win. Good to get a couple wins against those guys. They’ve got a team to beat. It was a good 
test for our group. Peks (Pekka Rinne) played awesome. Turry (Kyle Turris) had a good shot there at the 
end. It was a good team effort.  
 
On Pekka Rinne having a vintage game tonight…  
He hasn’t changed. He is the same old guy. The guy is sick when he is in the net in front of us. Tonight was 
a good example. He came out with some huge saves. (He was) seeing the puck well like he always does. 
I’m happy for him.  
 
On winning a game the Predators didn’t necessarily dominate…  
Everyone is pushing to play the best towards the end of the season. Especially that team (the Blues) – 
they’ve been doing it all year. It is going to be tight; we are ready for that. Getting down to the wire here, 
it’s going to be tighter, everyone is going to be pushing, everyone is going to be trying to play their best. 
Each line did their best tonight. It is what it is – that’s why we play as a team, right?  
 
On winning three games in a row for the first time since October…   
It’s huge. We have to string together points. That’s what we’re pushing for to get to the end of the season. 
I can’t believe it has been that long. It’s unacceptable, so it’s something to build off of. We won’t get too 
high, we will continue to get better. 
 

St. Louis Blues Quotes 
Head Coach Craig Berube 

On what he saw on Nashville’s game-winning goal… 
It doesn’t matter. Battling on the walls, come up with the puck and the guy came in and shot it. We’ve 
got to have a better stick on the play.  
 
On the team saying that they needed to finish better… 
We had a lot of chances, we just didn’t finish. (Jordan Binnington) played really well and we didn’t finish. 
We had plenty of chances, but we didn’t score enough. They ended up getting one chance and going in. 
 
On believing that the team can finish and create offense… 
I think we’re Top 10 in scoring, so we can score. We just didn’t finish tonight. We’ve just got to battle 
through it. It’s a tough time right now, obviously. We’re playing a lot of good hockey, but we’re not coming 
up with wins. If we just keep competing and working like we did the last two games, we’re going to be 
okay. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Forward Oskar Sundqvist 
On his giveaway late in the third… 
I was just trying to chip it out basically and kind of fanned on it. They got it back and scored. I need to be 
better there obviously. You can’t give it up late in the third. I need to be better there and I know that I 
will be better next time. 
 
On whether the team felt that they did good things on the ice but didn’t see the result… 
I think we played a good game, but it’s about scoring goals and we didn’t do that tonight. We need to 
regroup here and find a solution to score more goals. That’s what we need right now, we need some goal 
scoring. Hopefully we can turn it around next home game.  
 
On his view of tonight’s game… 
I think we were playing good around their net, ringing a lot of bells and getting pucks deep. We just kind 
of weren’t in the right spot at the right time. Their D just took the rebounds and shot it away, but we got 
the puck back pretty quick tonight and created more chances. We definitely need to bear down and score 
some goals here. 
 

Captain Alex Pietrangelo 
On the home-and-home with the Predators this weekend… 
I thought we played well the second half the game yesterday. Forty shots again – we’ve got to find a way 
to put the puck in the net. I don’t think we're doing a terrible job defensively; we weren't terrible tonight. 
We did a lot of good things, a lot of things that we talked about from yesterday to today to correct we 
did. It's just a matter of trying to bear down find ways to score. 
 
On what he feels the team has to do better overall to try to find ways to score… 
We have to get a little harder in front of the net. This time of year, everybody's tightening up, it's a lot 
harder to score now. Everyone's playing desperate hockey right now. We’ve just got to find a way to be 
desperate offensively and score some goals. We had 40 shots, we did a lot of good things defensively. We 
created a lot of offense from our defensive game, which is usually what we do. We’ve just got to bear 
down and the power play has got to get clicking again.  
 
On it being a 60-minute effort… 
It was a back-to-back – it’s not easy to play. I’m sure both teams are feeling it right now. I’m sure 
everybody poured in a lot. The work ethic was there, the battle was there, it just wasn’t the result we 
needed. 
 

Forward Tyler Bozak 
On what was lacking tonight… 
We played hard and I thought we had a really good start. We played hard throughout the game, created 
a lot of opportunities and it was really good hockey game. The fans got their money's worth tonight – 
there’s back-and-forth action, it was intense and unfortunately they came out on top. So, we're going to 
have to get back to work and we’ve got a big stretch of games coming up.  



 

 
 
 
 
On if the finishing was missing tonight… 
I think so. They had a really good goalie over there, he made some good saves. We had some 
opportunities to score and we didn't. Our goalie made some good saves. It's just a hard-fought game both 
ways. I thought we played our game the majority of it and it was as good as we've played in quite some 
time, actually. But, you’ve got to get points and you’ve got to win. Unfortunately, we didn't do that 
tonight.  
 
On the team playing well for parts of the last two games but not getting the result…  
Obviously, you're going to go through stretches throughout a season. Every team has them, where you 
know you're not getting the bounces or you're not winning games and you're losing a few in a row and 
it's better that we go through this now than later in the year. You’ve got to work harder to get out of 
things like this, so we're going to have to get back to work and work even harder to get those wins. I think 
earlier in the year the wins were kind of coming to us. We'd play not as great and we'd win and now it 
seems like when we play well sometimes we lose. We’ve got to work even harder and get even better 
and keep preparing because these points are crucial. Every team's fighting for playoff spots now and it's 
going to be a lot of one-goal games coming down the rest of the year, so we're going to have to get better 
at that. 
 


