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Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On the team’s effort in their comeback win…  
It was a big reason why we wound up winning. One of the things we had talked about was being better 
at home on Saturday nights and making sure that we were mentally prepared to play and get off to a 
good start, and I think we did that. In the second period we didn't obviously play as well and they 
climbed back in the game, but we stuck with it, found a way to tie the game. That's another step for our 
team – the fact that we gave up the lead, but we found a way to be able to tie it and then dig into the 
third period and find a way to win the game, obviously in the shootout. So, a step in the right direction. 
It was a bit of a grind game for us. They were rested, we were in the back-to-back with travel, so you 
can anticipate that you may not play a great 60 minutes, but these are the games you have to have 
mental toughness and a complete team effort. I thought we did that for the most part.  
  
On what went wrong in the second period…  
To be honest, I think we just weren't very good in the face-off circle. I think you look at a couple of the 
goals, they were the results of lost faceoffs. The first goal was a faceoff loss, the second one we lost and 
they shot it and it went in. I think it was a combination of that, and then they upped their competitive 
level and we were kind of playing at the same level.  
  
On how he formulates his shootout lineup…  
We work with our goaltending coach (Ben Vanderklok) who studies the opposing goalie and our 
shooters, and we have an order. I give him a lot of credit. We went deep and we stuck with the order 
that we felt going into the game, and Benny does a great job with it. He's been right on. Even in the 
New Jersey game, he was right on. We didn't go as deep, but it's well researched and he does an 
excellent job with it. 
 

Forward Filip Forsberg 
On getting a win in the second game of a back-to-back… 
I thought it was a gutsy effort all the way through. I thought the first period was really good, the second 
period was not so good, but then in the third we kind of bounced back again. They played well also, but 
we found a way to win. 
 
On finding a way to win when every point matters… 
It’s the end of the season. You’re not going to be looking at how we won, it’s all about getting those 
points. We want to be better at home, especially at home, and I thought we did a good job tonight.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On getting three out of four points this weekend… 
Obviously, you want to win every game. Last night slipped away a little bit, but three out of four, we’ll 
take that for the rest of this stretch here. 
 
On jumping out to a first period lead and then allowing Columbus to come back… 
We prefer to score two goals every period and just win every game by a blowout. In the second period, 
they came out like a new team and we weren’t really ready. 
 

Forward Colton Sissons 
On finding a way to win tonight… 
It was a grind, as it has been. We found a way to get it into overtime and that shootout seemed like it 
went on forever. Juice (Goaltender Juuse Saros) did a great job and massive goals by a couple of our guys, 
especially that last one. 
 
On the feeling of scoring tonight… 
It felt good. I’ve been working really hard since I’ve been back and it feels good to be rewarded.  
 
On collecting points when you can at this point in the season… 
We’ve been working in segments here and we’ve been doing a good job, but need to string a couple more 
together. Three out of four in a tough back-to-back isn’t bad. 
 
On jumping out to an early lead and letting Columbus back in the game… 
We loved our first period. I’m sure they got a talking to by their coach in the intermission there and they 
came out flying. They’ve got a lot of new guys and a lot of call ups that were just out there working and 
playing physical. They made it difficult on us, so kudos to them for that. They pushed us all the way to a 
shootout and I’m certainly happy that we grinded through, stuck in there to showed a bit of mental 
toughness to grind one out. 
 
On being one point out of a playoff spot considering the ups and downs of the season… 
It’s been a grind. It’s been a challenging year for everyone, on personal notes and in general as a team. 
We’re right there in the hunt at this time of year. Honestly, it doesn’t get much better than that. 
 

Forward Ryan Johansen 
On finding a way to win in a game that goes to a shootout… 
We’ll take it, for sure. There are things we could have done better, but the group fought until the end 
and found a way to get two points, which was obviously the job that needed to be done. Great to get 
the result. I don’t think we’re going to be looking back at this game in a month. All we’re going to look 
at is the points we got. We’ll take that and move forward. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On how huge Colton Sisson’s goal was… 
Huge. They had momentum in their favor, and we needed to get it back in our favor. Huge moment, 
huge goal to get things evened up, and then a fun finish down the end. 
 
On earning three points on the weekend and keeping it going at home… 
Climbing the standings with points. It’s good to get points, but there’s still a long way to go and we’ll get 
back to work tomorrow.  
 

Columbus Blue Jackets Quotes 
Head Coach John Tortorella 

On whether the second period was one of the best stretches he’s seen recently… 
Even more than that through the game. Third period, I thought we played well, checked well. We played 
hard.  
 
On sustaining when you’re not getting rewarded for hard play… 
We’ll get it. That’s one thing about the group. It’s gone on for a little bit here the past couple of weeks. 
We’ve been playing hard, finding ways, just can’t get it done in overtime. We can’t get it done in 
overtime or the shootout. I don’t doubt our mindset as far as ready to play each and every game. I don’t 
doubt it at all. 
 
On picking a lineup for the shootout when it goes eight deep… 
He (Coach John Hynes) is doing the same thing, I’m sure. You go eight rounds deep, you’re digging in, 
you just make your call. I have a list of players on my card going into the game. It goes a little bit deeper 
than my list on my card and you just make your call as you go through. 
 
On earning one point as opposed to two… 
I’m not worried about our strength or our efforts. Win or lose, I just trust the team that way. They know 
what’s going on, they handle the situation very well. Have we gotten the total result in the past couple 
of weeks? No. We still scratch away and get a point here and a point there. I think we have had six ticks 
in the loss column in 38. So, we’re not looking at it like it’s a loss tonight, we haven’t looked at it that 
way at all. We are just trying to scratch for points. I give our team a tremendous respect tonight as far 
as how they handle themselves.  
 

Forward Boone Jenner 
On the response of the team in the second period… 
Right from the first shift of the second period we had more energy, more of our game. They came out 
hard. I just don’t think we had our legs and our way we wanted to play right away. The first period, that 
wasn’t us. The second was more of us.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On whether there is a silver lining in earning one point in overtime… 
We want to find a way to get two points. We’ve had a lot of those games lately, close games, overtime 
games. We need to bear down and get that extra one.  
 
On learning to play with chemistry in overtime after injuries… 
It’s a different game three-on-three. It’s more ice, you have to make some reads, try to attack when you 
can and stay with your man. 
 

Forward Calvin Thurkauf 
On playing in his first NHL game… 
It was awesome. Obviously, disappointing that we lost, but it was a great experience. I hope to keep doing 
this. I just tried to play my game and not be starstruck. We’re playing against great players, every team 
has awesome players, and I am just trying to play my game and do my job. 
 
On the difference between the second and the third periods… 
They came out hot out of the gate at the start of the game. They go two on us first and we responded 
very well in the second period. We had a good talk in the locker room and then went out and did our jobs. 
 
On the talk during the first intermission… 
It was a pick it up, play our game. We all know that we have a lot of injuries. Everyone has to contribute 
and play our games. 

 
Forward Eric Robinson 

On responding to the challenge of coming back from a 2-0 deficit… 
They're a team that comes out hard at home. We knew that, we talked about it before. They had a push 
early and had a few goals. We knew we just had to stick with it. We had our chances in the first. We 
knew they were going to come and it showed in the second, we had a strong period. 
 
On comparing his game tonight to his NHL debut, which took place in Nashville… 
I'm still learning, I think. It's a process. I'm improving every day and I'm just trying to stick with the 
process of working hard and learning each day. 
 
On the team's frustration with continuing to earn one point instead of two… 
It's definitely frustrating. We battled hard today to tie the game. It was a hard-fought third period from 
both teams. Not to get the result in overtime, the shootout, it stings a little bit, but we’ll take the point 
and move on to the next one. 


