
 

              
              
         

Postgame Quotes 
Nashville Predators vs. Ottawa Senators 

February 25, 2020 
 

 
Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On what has gone well recently for this team…  
I think just the ability to stick with it and go through different things. Even looking at tonight, it wasn't 
necessarily the best start for us. Ottawa came out hard and wound up getting a lead, but we were able 
to respond. I think really figuring out as games continue to go on that there's certain things we have to 
do better and the guys are responsive to it. It seems as though when things go well we stay with it, but 
also the responses when things don't go well have been more consistent and more focused on what 
needs to get done the right way.  
  
On Ryan Ellis’s seamless transition back into form…  
It's been it's been pretty quick and he was off for a long time, but he's also a guy that is in great shape. 
He really takes care of himself and as we said, he knows the game very well; he's a student of the game. 
He's been in all the meetings, he's watched practices, he was able to practice prior to coming back, but 
he's a veteran player that's been around. He's played with different coaches, he's played different 
systems. I think the biggest thing for him, even when he spoke with me prior to coming back, was “it’ll 
probably take a few shifts, or maybe a first period, and I feel like I'll be up to speed.” He's been up to 
speed pretty quick.  
  
On whether it’s rare for a player to be able to come back and be immediately productive… 
You don't see it that often, but I think it's really a tribute to him and our training staff, our strength and 
conditioning staff, because he wasn't with the team a lot. It's hard lots of times in the NHL to be able to 
practice, so he had limited practice time, but his conditioning level was obviously high and he really 
took care himself. You can tell he was paying attention even though he wasn't playing. He was certainly 
engaged in what was going on, so I think that's what makes him, not only just a really good player, but 
an excellent pro. 
  
On what Colin Blackwell brings to the table when he’s on the ice…  
He's an identity player. He’s fast, tenacious, hard on pucks, difficult to play against. When there's 
opportunities to make plays, he makes plays when they're there. He's responsible defensively. I think 
when you look at his game in general and you go through your lineup and go through your team and 
you say, “okay, who are the guys that are difficult to play against,” Colin’s at the top of the list. 
  
On the stylistic changes to the power play…  
We've probably done more personnel changes, but I think the structure of it, we’re in a 1-3-1. We’re 
still in a 1-3-1. We’ve changed different guys and maybe delivered the minutes around to different 
players in certain ways. I'd say the biggest thing is really trying to play quicker on the power play and  



 

 
 
 
 
more of a shot mentality. You see the way that we scored tonight, the Arvidsson goal, that's what you 
have to have, is quick puck movement delivered to the net. You have your net front and that middle 
player in there expecting opportunities for rebounds. I think the big thing is, on the power play, you're 
going to have opportunities to get quality shots, but a lot of times it’s shooting for the second or third 
opportunity that makes it most difficult to defend on the penalty kill. Something we've worked on, still 
needs some improvement, but it's nice to see him get rewarded for doing the right thing. 
 

Defenseman Ryan Ellis 

On how he feels about the win… 
Good. We’re battling. It’s a young team over there (Ottawa Senators), they’re working really hard. We 
talked about our compete level and I thought it was pretty good tonight. We need to keep doing that.  
 
On how he felt about the success of the power play…  
We moved pucks, kept it simple. I think our first power play of the night we didn’t score, but that unit 
was out for about two minutes straight and got some good looks. That started us on the right path and 
after that we got two goals. It was a big step for us. 
 
On how he personally feels after coming back from injury…  
Game one was a little rough, I guess you could call it, just trying to get use to a new system and find the 
legs, find the lungs. Since then, I’ve just tried to settle in and do my part. It’s easy playing with Jos (Roman 
Josi) and the rest of our D-core. It’s a process, but just keep going.  
 
On David Poile saying he has confidence in this team…  
We’re taking good strides in the right direction. Overall, I think our record is getting better and better. 
We seem to be somewhat clicking at the right time. It’s not going to be every shift, it’s about the overall 
process of the game night in night out, but things are looking up in this dressing room right now. Guys are 
starting to work harder and like we say, “embrace the grind.” I think we’re on the right path. 
 

Forward Viktor Arvidsson 
On his view of the win tonight to make it two in a row… 
It was good. We managed to pull it out. It was a little bit ugly, but they fought until the end. We managed 
to stay in the game and finished it. 
 
On scoring a power-play goal tonight… 
It was awesome. I don’t think I’ve scored in a while at home, so it was nice to see it go in. The power-play 
has been struggling a little bit, so it’s nice to see us get two there. 
 
On the mindset of the team right now… 
It was a strong second. We managed to score two goals and go up 3-2. I think that showed a lot of 
character. In the third too, we kept them off the scoresheet. I think Juuse (Saros) played great in net, so I 
think we managed to pull it out. We played a solid 60 minutes. 



 

 
 
 
 
On whether he sees the rhythm back in his game… 
A little bit, yes. I think I’ve found my game a little bit more and I feel like I’m a little faster out there. I’m 
starting to get going. I think me, Dutchy (Matt Duchene) and Jarny (Calle Jarnkrok) are working good 
together. We’re creating offense in the offensive zone, so that’s good. 
 

Forward Colin Blackwell 
On the success of having a man in front to score… 
The last couple of weeks, we've been generating a little bit of a forecheck and moving it low to high, but 
we haven't been taking the goalie's eye away. The coaching staff has been stressing to get to the blue 
paint. It's good to see guys get rewarded for going to the right areas. That's kind of our identity. That's 
where the goals are scored, so it's great to see when guys are going to the right areas and like I said, guys 
got rewarded for it tonight. 
 
On Ryan Johansen's assist… 
I haven't had a chance to play with him (Ryan Johansen) too much, but he's a playmaker that takes the 
puck to the right areas. Every time he has a little bit of time and space, you know he's taking it to the net 
and he's looking to make plays. He made a great play to Ekky (Mattias Ekholm) and Ekky got a quick shot 
off. When guys like that can pull other guys away from them, I can get open, so I just try to get to the right 
area and get lost in front of the net and tap in. 
 
On his goal celebration… 
When you play with a lot of emotion, you kind of just black out when things like that happen. I think it 
was a big goal after they had just scored. Maybe a couple weeks ago the building got flat, maybe the 
bench got flat, but it's just how we respond, how we've been doing that the last couple of weeks here. 
We’re coming together and not getting too high, not getting too low. It's a monkey off the back. 
 
On what area has he’s noticed the most consistency over the last 13 or 14 games… 
They (Ottawa) played last night and a lot of their big D played big minutes. It’s one of those things where 
we put pucks behind them, swarmed them, got in on the forecheck and tired them down. Good things 
are going to happen. We have that relentless forecheck. Some of these guys can get in the offensive zone 
and that creates a lot of offense for us. That’s our identity and when we do that, we’re really successful. 
We’ve seen bits and pieces and flashes throughout the last 14 games and we’re just trying to string that 
together and stick to that game plan. 
 

Ottawa Senators Quotes 
Head Coach D.J. Smith 

On if his brand of hockey was played tonight…  
We played really hard. At 5-on-5 we outscored them, special teams hurt us tonight. Our penalty kill gave 
up two, and our power play didn’t score, but we played really hard, we finished checks and we had all 
kinds of chances that their goalie kept out.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
On is it was difficult losing some of their top penalty killers… 
For sure, but in saying that, it becomes a new opportunity for some other guys to prove they can do it in 
the League. The one was off a faceoff, so we would like to get that back, but we are going to continue to 
work and get better.  
 
On seeing Bobby Ryan back on the ice… 
I thought he looked great. He made a lot of plays, he was smart, he took short shifts, he had chances, he 
had a breakaway. Just for him personally, after all he has been through – and it’s been public, too – it’s 
hard not to feel for him and be excited for him. His teammates were certainly happy to see him out 
there tonight.  
 

Forward Bobby Ryan 
On how it felt playing in his first game back since November… 
Really good. It’s really nice to be back in competition mode. I can't remember the nerves on a game day 
like this in a long, long time, and that's a good sign and a good feeling again. A win would have been really 
nice, but there were some highs and lows in the game for me. My energy kind of dipped and waned at 
points because of the time off, but I expected that. Outside of that, it was a good effort. The guys played 
hard. 
 
On preparing for today’s game… 
I requested to skate by myself this morning, so that was nice. I killed some time and I wanted it to feel as 
much like a normal game day as possible. The amount of downtime sometimes for me has been 
troublesome, but today I turned my mind off in the afternoon and got ready to play. That was very 
refreshing. 
 
On getting chances in the second period… 
More so than the breakaway, I think the one that I created walking off the wall felt better. You don't know 
what you're going to do in time and space when you have that much time off, if you're going to be able 
to make the little plays, and that one kind of jumpstarted me a little bit. I had a good second period. We 
chased the puck a little too much in the third, myself included. That being said, it was nice to know that I 
could do it after the time off and it came relatively quickly for me. So, there's a lot of things to build off 
for me, that's for sure. 
 

Defenseman Thomas Chabot 
On if he liked his team’s compete level… 
It always stinks to lose, obviously. We played a good game, but I think at the end of the day we’re happy 
with the way we competed. We’re a team that is not going to give up. We're not going to let the other 
team just walk away with two points, and that's what we did again tonight, and I think we’ve got to be 
thrilled now. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On showing his competitiveness by blocking a Nashville empty-net attempt at the end of the game… 
As a group I like the way we were playing the whole game. When there’s a loose puck like that to go for 
the empty net, like you said… There’s still a lot of time for us to get a chance and you never know what 
happens. To be honest, I didn't know there was a high stick on the play, that whistle was going to go. I'm 
going to try and keep it away from my net for sure and Andy (Craig Anderson) played a great game for us 
as well, so I was trying to do the right thing. 
 
On how he’d evaluate his game recently…  
It’s been good. Obviously, I get a lot of ice time and I try to take advantage of that. We lost some big 
leadership in the trade deadline so it's our job. We always talk about the rebuild, but I think it's our job 
as young guys to kind of step it up and make the other players follow us. I think the last two games we've 
done that right. It’s a long season, it's going to be a long process, we’ve got to be patient, but any night 
we're going out there obviously we want to win the game. There's not one night we're going to go out 
there and be happy with a loss. We're competitors, we want to win the games and we're going to 
compete. 
 


