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Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On if he’s ever experienced a buzzer-beating goal before… 
No, not that tight. A couple seconds left, but not basically with one left. It was good. I think the guys came 
out – and I think a big part of that was that late goal. It could be deflating or it could get you mentally off-
task, but I think the guys that we put out on the 6-on-5 were focused coming out of the timeout. We won 
the faceoff and we went in. I thought they made excellent decisions and found a way to win it. That’s 
another step in that mental focus and your resiliency and just understanding that in a game there’s bad 
things that are going to happen but you have to stay focused. I think that’s a big learning lesson for us. 
 
On how get got the guys re-focused so quickly following Calgary’s late goal… 
Sometimes, it’s nice that you can wind up having the timeout. We didn’t do much. It goes back to the 
players and the guys that were out there. (Assistant Coach) Dan Lambert talked to them about what we 
were going to do and we had to win the faceoff. We wanted to be able to get the puck in and they 
executed. It wasn’t something that they went out there and they were hoping. They were going out there 
with a determination to tie the game. That’s good for them. They go out and make the plays and, I think 
it’s a real credit to those guys and a real step for our team. 
 
On a win like this propelling the team forward… 
I think it can if you’re in a situation like this again. Again, we had to come from behind to be able to tie 
the game later in the third period and then find a way to have to tie it again. Twice we had to come from 
behind. I think when you get in those situations again, it certainly can have a positive effect. Those 
reinforced a lot of the things that we’re talking about. To answer your question, I talked to the team and 
I was going to talk to your team either way, whether we won or lost this game. They’re going to have the 
day off tomorrow and I think the energy is going to be important for Saturday. It was about not getting 
too high or too low, but to enjoy it tonight – let’s take the day tomorrow and make sure we come back 
here on Saturday, not lost in this game either. This win isn’t going to help us beat Colorado. What’s going 
to help us is our preparation for Colorado. Winning the type of game that we won tonight, if we get into 
situations in games in the future, I think that’s where you really benefit from it. 
 

Captain Roman Josi 
On how to describe tonight’s win… 
It was pretty crazy. They scored one late and we tie it up late, win in OT. It was fun. The crowd was into it 
and we obviously were into it. It’s a big game too, they’re right ahead of us. It was a really fun game. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On forward Mikael Granlund scoring the last two goals… 
Not just tonight, lately he’s just been unbelievable for us. Tonight, huge goal and then another huge goal. 
He’s been a really good player for us, and he showed it again tonight. 
 
On the resiliency that they have found under Head Coach John Hynes change… 
(Calgary) scoring that late was not what we had planned. You’ve got to go out there pretty quick and 
refocus. We still had 45 seconds to score a goal. I think we did a pretty good job of refocusing. You’re not 
always going to score, but I thought our mindset was right. We just went back out there and scored. 

 
Forward Mikael Granlund 

On tying the game with less than a second remaining and then going on to win in overtime… 
That was quite the ending, everything that happened there. The biggest thing is that we got those two 
points and we found a way somehow. It was a big two points. We tied it up, then they get the third goal 
right at the end and then we tie it up again. That’s hockey sometimes. Entertaining for sure. 
 
On how he feels in the moment after scoring the tying and game-winning goal… 
It’s obviously fun, but at the same time, that really doesn’t matter. Whoever does that, that’s the main 
point. We need these points and tonight it was me. It was quite the game and we found a way again.  
 
On the team continuing to find a way to win despite the situation… 
We just keep playing. They scored their third goal and we just try to go out there and try to play the right 
way. We got rewarded. We got the tying goal. You just go out there, keep playing and keep believing. 
Right at the end, that kind of goal, you don’t see that every single day, but you just keep trying and once 
in a while, good things happen. 

 
Forward Colton Sissons 

On if he has ever seen a buzzer-beater goal like Mikael Granlund’s… 
I don’t think so. There’s been a couple in the last 5 or 10 seconds but not under one second. That was 
quite something. 
 
On if it’s the best example of the resiliency that the team worked toward since John Hynes became 
head coach… 
It’s definitely a good one. That was tough going down late – really on just a silly play. We had a bit of a 
sloppy change and they came in and obviously made a beautiful move and scored a good goal. The guys 
that got back out there with 45 seconds left went out to tie the game and went out with a purpose. That 
shows a lot of mental toughness right there to go and answer the bell to get us one point and then find a 
way to get us two. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On the emotional swing the last five minutes of the game provided… 
It was less than a minute span, really. Obviously, tying the game was huge. That was a big, big high. That 
was quite a big swing from a pretty low, low to an extremely high, high celebrating that goal to send it to 
OT. It was a lot of fun. 
 

Calgary Flames Quotes 
Interim Head Coach Geoff Ward 

On only leaving with one point after having the lead with seconds left to play… 
It’s a game of answers, right? You have to play right to the last whistle. Every play is important. It was 
unfortunate, but we’ll take the point for sure. We’ll be happy with probably 98 percent of the hockey 
game. I thought we played a real, real solid hockey game tonight outside of a couple of plays. Now we 
move on to Tampa. 
 
On whether he attributes the outcome to his own team’s actions or the opposition’s… 
That was all controllable by us. There were a few things that happened on the tying goal with one second 
left there. The 2-2 goal, we left the weak side of the ice open, so there was a couple things there. We left 
them a couple and they jumped on it. That’s the way it is at this time of year. Every play is important, it’s 
a game of inches and you have to fight for those inches all the time. 
 
On the pace and playoff feel of this game… 
It was good. It was just like a playoff game and that’s the way they’re going to be the rest of the way. For 
us, we’re getting more and more used to playing the right way in these types of games. With how 
important they are, that’s an important thing. 
 
On whether he felt his team deserved to win tonight… 
Absolutely, you have 42 seconds left. You have the lead. They came back with a good push. They’re playing 
for their lives right now too. They’re the same as us, they’re fighting for those last two spots. Their players 
found ways to make plays to get it to overtime and then win it in overtime. For us, we were right there. 
One second, we need one second, but tonight we didn’t get it.  
 

Captain Mark Giordano 
On range of emotions to finish out the game… 
It was a tough way to lose, there is no doubt about that. I thought we did a lot of good things. Great play 
by Backster (Mikael Backlund) to Mangi (Andrew Mangiapane). The puck seemed at the end like it was 
bouncing all around their net, and they whacked it home. I think there was 0.1 left on the clock, so it’s a 
tough point to lose, but I thought we did a lot of good things. We’ll move on to the next one. 
 
On if the game had a playoff feel… 
Yeah, the game was a playoff atmosphere. I think both teams were playing really hard. I thought we had 
a lot looks, a lot of chances and our guys were dialed in. Just a tough way to lose, and then not get the 
extra point in overtime after they tied it so late. 



 

 
 
 
 
On this game being one of the grittiest efforts of the year… 
Yeah, I thought we did a ton of good things. Just stings right now losing like that. There’s some 
opportunities throughout the game to even get more of a lead I thought at certain points. They stuck in 
there and found a way to tie it. There’s a whole range of emotions, like you said. I think right now it’s 
things where we’ve got to look at the positives and move on. 
 

Forward Mikael Backlund 
On going into overtime after having a lead in the third… 
That’s tough. I mean, OT is OT, the boys were ready. They scored and won, but we would’ve wanted that 
win in regulation.  
 
On the playoff feel of this game… 
It was an exciting game, there was a lot of pace to it, intensity and physicality. It definitely felt like a 
playoff game, and we knew going into the game they were right behind us, so we knew it was going to be 
a tough game tonight.  
 
On feeling good about the way his team played tonight… 
I thought that we played pretty solid. Maybe we sat back a little bit in the third, but I still thought we had 
some good shifts as well. It’s a tough one to swallow, we were so close to winning and then they came 
back. We will take the point and move forward. Five out of six (points) so far on this trip, still pretty good, 
and we played some good teams.  
 

Forward Andrew Mangiapane 
On the range of emotions after taking the lead with 49 seconds left to then fall in overtime… 
I guess we’re little sad with that one there, but I think all in all, we played a pretty solid game. We have 
to clean up some mistakes there and we have to close that out there for us, but as a whole, I think we 
played a pretty solid game. 
 
On Mikael Backlund’s move to set him up for the goal late in the third period… 
That was a great play. It was a nice toe-drag and a nice pass, I just happened to finish it and tap it in. He’s 
been playing great for us. We need that from him, he’s a great player. Nice pass by him, but it would have 
been nice to get the two points. 
 
On focusing on the positives moving forward… 
We have to learn from it and figure out what went wrong and everything like that. We still got five out of 
six points on this road trip, so you have to look at it as a whole. We’re playing good hockey right now, and 
we just have to keep doing that. 


