
 

 
 
 

Postgame Quotes 
Nashville Predators vs. Dallas Stars 
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Nashville Predators Quotes 

Head Coach John Hynes 
On whether this is the most complete effort he’s seen from the team since arriving in Nashville… 
I thought it was a pretty complete effort. I thought our poise with the puck tonight, when we had 
opportunities to be able to make plays, was good. I think throughout the lineup, it seemed as though 
everyone was really focused and the execution level that we play with the puck was important. 
 
On what this game meant to the City of Nashville… 
You give a lot of credit to the players. I know that those guys have a lot of pride in playing for the Nashville 
Predators and how much they all enjoy really living in the city and being part of the community. The fact 
that the focus level that we played with tonight, the intensity level, the effort level was there. It speaks 
volumes about the guys and the pride that they take in wearing the jersey, but also being part of the 
community. Hopefully, people are proud of it and some people that are having some tough times that 
have been affected by the tornados, hopefully this was something that can take people away for a couple 
hours and give the city something to be proud of.  
 
On how Filip Forsberg scoring can positively impact his play moving forward… 
He’s had so many chances as of late and he hasn't had a ton of bounces, but he certainly stuck with it. 
What we're most proud of too is his game actually was getting better. There was a little bit of a time there 
where I think he was getting away from how he needs to play, but he really gathered himself and played 
better. Goal scorers and guys that produce points, it's important when that happens, it just takes a little 
bit of pressure off. It's nice to see him get one tonight, and hopefully that continues here down the stretch 
for him and us. 
 

Forward Matt Duchene 
On the shutout tonight and two power-play goals… 
It was good. I think our game tonight was a lot better. We had a lot more poise than the other night 
(against Minnesota). I think we worked really hard the other night in Minny, but you can’t just work hard. 
You’ve got to make plays and have poise and confidence. I think we learned from that and tonight might 
have been the best poise and puck movement we’ve had all season. It just looked more like what we 
should look like as a hockey team. We had way more good looks and good rushes. We looked dangerous 
tonight and we haven’t looked that very much this season. We just have to keep doing those things. Our 
penalty kill was great and our power-play got the job done tonight. 
 
On the impact of the game tonight for the city after the tornado earlier this week… 
We’ve been grinding. It’s kind of funny, maybe a little foreshadowing. We’ve been grinding hard this year 
and our slogan right now is “embrace the grind.” Now, the city is kind of going through something like  



 

 
 
 
 
that, where people are grinding and trying to get through. It’s inspiring to us, just the strength that the 
city is showing. I mentioned this morning that the people showing up and donating so much of their time 
and money and buying stuff for the city and the people who are ailing right now. This was really nice to 
get a win for them tonight. 
 
On drawing the penalty and scoring on the power-play… 
It’s just nice to get a bounce. I’ve been pretty snake bitten this season and tipped a lot of pucks that didn’t 
find their way in, so it was nice to finally get one there. It was a great job by our whole unit getting set up 
and getting the pucks snapping around. Same with our other unit who scored the first goal. 
 

Goaltender Juuse Saros 
On how good it feels to start the home-and-home with a win against Dallas… 
It was a big win. Obviously, we weren’t satisfied with our last two games. There was a big difference 
tonight. Good win. 
 
On what he saw from the guys in front of him… 
Just really a competitive team, and really tough to play against. We blocked a lot of shots, guys really 
sacrificed. Our D-men did a really good job clearing all of the rebounds. It was an all-around good game.  
 
On impact of win tonight for the people and city… 
Of course, it’s a big one for the whole city, and maybe will give a little light to the people in Nashville. 
 

Forward Filip Forsberg 
On his power-play goal tonight… 
Obviously, not the best shot in the history of hockey, but there’s been chances and it was nice to see it 
go. 
 
On being frustrated with his game this past month… 
I would lie if I said I wasn’t a little frustrated. There’s been chances. We’ve been playing better hockey, so 
I think that’s ultimately what matters. Those nights when we don’t win and don’t score are more 
frustrating that other nights. I’m here to help in any way I can and scoring goals is one of them. 
 
On the impact of the game tonight for the city following the tornado earlier this week… 
It’s crazy what happened. We just got out before it hit. It makes hockey feel very, very small in the big 
picture when you look at it. It’s awesome to see how much the city has embraced it and we’re definitely 
a big part of that as well. 
 
On having a big night on the penalty kill… 
It’s huge. The penalty kill has been doing an unbelievable job. The other night, seven kills against the Wild 
and then two really good today against a really good Dallas power play. I thought our power play looked 
good as well. Two big goals and Juice (Juuse Saros) played good in net. 



 

 
 
 

Dallas Stars Quotes 
Interim Head Coach Rick Bowness 

On how he looks at the game tonight… 
Disappointing, for sure. They played like a very desperate hockey club, which they are to make it to 
playoffs. I give them full marks because they came at us hard, just disappointed that we didn’t respond 
better. Clearly, the special teams are the difference. We’ll address that tomorrow in practice, but it’s 
the desperation that they played with that we didn’t play with that’s disappointing. Again, we haven’t 
done anything yet. We don’t have a spot. Now that’s four in a row that we don’t have a win. I expect 
our desperation levels to pick up a whole lot by Saturday afternoon. 
 
On the quality of chances tonight… 
Nothing to get excited about, that’s for sure. That was an easy night for their goalie. We had talked 
before the game about getting to the net. There are two things we still refuse to do – get to the net and 
shoot the puck when we have the opportunities. It’s in their heads, they have to make an extra play. 
We’ve been fighting with that all year to get it out of their heads and tonight’s a perfect example. We’ve 
been fighting with them all year to get to the net, and tonight is a perfect example of that as well. 
Eventually, it’s got to come from them in that area. We can yell, scream and show video all we want, 
but those are the things that have to come from the players themselves. It’s easy to show the video. It’s 
hard to get them to understand and committed to it. That’s why we haven’t scored an even-strength 
goal in two games even though we had lots of good chances against Edmonton. We had nothing 
tonight. I’d say that’s probably the goalie’s easiest game of the year.  
 
On his team’s penalty kill tonight… 
The first one, that’s a shot we are willing to give up. It’s an outside shot, we’re willing to give that up. 
We had two good kills. The second goal, we should not have made that mistake. That’s on us. That’s a 
mistake we don’t do. That’s not how we kill. That’s a mental mistake we made. The first one is a shot 
that we let him shoot from the outside. We give it up, and that’s what our penalty kill is going through 
right now. We’ll straighten it out. 
 

Forward Joe Pavelski 
On their power play tonight… 
It wasn’t as crisp as we would like. When we did make a couple of passes, it was that next one that we 
just didn’t execute. Execution felt low, we didn’t get a lot of second chances, we didn’t shoot it, get it 
back. We didn’t do a lot of those things, so it’s something we can improve for sure.  
 
On getting moved around in the power play recently… 
I know what we’re trying to accomplish. I thought we looked pretty good, as good as we’ve looked in a 
while, that last game. We started just moving it, creating chances. From game to game, we have to 
execute better. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
On moving forward after having four losses in a row… 
We can’t take anything for granted. You have to come out, you can’t let these things lay around. Everyone 
is fighting and same with us. We have points that we need to go earn. It’s a fun time of the season to be 
playing, so we have to be better as a group all around. 
 

Forward Radek Faska 
On special-teams play tonight… 
It was really bad. At this point of the year, the special teams are deciding the game. They scored two on 
the power play and we didn’t score any, so that’s how the game was decided. 
 
On the quality of power play… 
The execution wasn’t right tonight. The power play was going really well for us the whole season, but 
today it didn’t work. It happens and we have to learn from it and bounce back next game.  
 
On lack of even-strength goals in the last two games… 
We didn’t score any goals 5-on-5 in the last game so it’s been two games in a row. It’s can’t happen and 
I think we are making it too easy for the goalies. We have to screen the shot more and be around the 
net more and put the pucks in the crease and we aren’t doing that right now.  

 
Forward Corey Perry 

On the power play tonight…  
We had some good looks but kept giving up the puck. (We couldn’t) make that one play to set it up. They 
(Nashville Predators) do a good job of pressuring and making you make mistakes. Sometimes you have to 
give credit to them, but I think our detail wasn’t there.  
 
On their 5-on-5 chances …  
We saw a lot of puck. I think we passed up a few too many shots. We talked this morning about getting 
people in front of the net and the blue area. I don’t think we did enough of that tonight. We’ll regroup, 
reset and get ready for Saturday. 
 
On what it takes to reset from losing four straight… 
We have to figure out where we are and what is at stake. Everybody is playing playoff hockey. There is 
no question, that team over there is fighting for their lives and they played well. The power play needs to 
get going. If our power play is working, our team success is that much higher and confidence is that much 
bigger.  
 
 


