
 

 

 

 

 

July 15, 2020 

 

 

The King Clancy Memorial Trophy Selection Committee 

1185 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 10036 

 

Dear committee members, 

 

When I think about athletes who have gone above and beyond to make a difference in the 

community, one individual stands above the rest – Pekka Rinne.  

 

In 2013, Pekka, along with former Nashville Predators captain Shea Weber, created the 365 

Pediatric Cancer Fund presented by Twice Daily. This fund raises money and awareness for 

childhood cancer research and allows patients and their families a one-of-a-kind experience at 

Predators’ hockey games. Over the past eight years combined, this initiative has helped the team 

give more than $2 million in donations and in-kind contributions to Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s 

Hospital at Vanderbilt.  

 

Recently, as Nashville was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, Pekka’s 365 fund provided 

over 1,000 meals to our hospital employees on the front lines. He also provided free coffee for 

health care workers during this stressful time. These acts of kindness were a light in the darkness 

for our staff who were working tirelessly to heal and protect our community.  

 

Pekka gives back to our hospital with his resources, but he also gives back with his time. He has 

made countless visits to our hospital over the years and even met with patients virtually, as 

visitors were limited due to social distancing health safety measures. From dance parties in 

patient rooms, to signing autographs in our Seacrest Studio, to creating special relationships with 

patients like his biggest fan, Caleb – Pekka has become a part of our family.  

 

I cannot express how amazing it is to watch our patients’ faces light up when Pekka visits. His 

compassion and generosity make a profound impact on our patients and staff. We are a better 

hospital because of Pekka Rinne. Nobody embodies the word “humanitarian” more than he does. 

 

 

With gratitude, 

 

            
Margaret G. Rush, MD, MMHC                      

President                         


