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Columbus Dispatch /Blue Jackets' defensive depth spurred trades to net 
enviable cap space in free agency 
Deals for Nutivaara, Murray subtracted $7.3 million from the team's payroll a day before NHL free 
agency opened. More trade rumors surfaced Friday, as Jackets send signals they're thinking big. 
By Brian Hedger – October 10, 2020 
 

Ryan Murray, taking a shot against Arizona Coyotes goalie Darcy Kuemper in December, developed into 
a good two-way defenseman, when he was healthy. 

The depth began to materialize a couple of years ago.  

While the hockey world became more familiar with Seth Jones and Zach Werenski, a whole crop of 
defensemen was developing behind them, largely out of sight and hidden in the immense shadows of 
the budding superstars.  

Hardly anybody outside Columbus knew about Markus Nutivaara, David Savard, Vladislav Gavrikov, 
Dean Kukan and Scott Harrington, or how effective Ryan Murray — the second overall draft pick by the 
Jackets in 2012 — had become as a two-way player.  

A host of injuries has plagued Murray’s career, but he shined when healthy. The others did, too, at 
times. The defensive corps reached a point where coach John Tortorella and assistant Brad Shaw — who 
works with defensemen — never had to worry much about who was in the lineup. They had established 
impressive depth on the blue line, and it got deeper last season with the arrival of rookies Gavrikov and 
Andrew Peeke.  

It was a nice situation to have, but also one that was ripe for a trade, or trades, this offseason. The Blue 
Jackets knew it and did something about it Thursday, sending Nutivaara to the Florida Panthers and 
Murray to the New Jersey Devils to free up $7.3 million in salary-cap space just one day before NHL free 
agency.  

Nutivaara went first. Despite injuries and on-ice struggles this past season, the former seventh-round 
pick (2015) showed a knack for scoring key goals and could even earn some power-play minutes 
someday. He was solid defensively, no matter whom he played with, and his ability to patrol the right 
side with a left shot gave the coaching staff options.  

The Panthers and new general manager, Bill Zito, took Nutivaara’s $2.7 million cap hit off the Jackets’ 
hands in exchange for forward prospect Cliff Pu, who split last season between the American Hockey 
League and ECHL. Zito, of course, was an integral part of the Blue Jackets’ front office before taking his 
new job last month and is well-versed in the talent he acquired.  

Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen got exactly what he wanted, too: cap room.  

After also buying out center Alexander Wennberg’s contract, a move that saves the Blue Jackets roughly 
$4.4 million against the cap the next three years, Kekalainen loaded up for free agency by freeing up 
money.   

He wasn’t done trading defensemen, either.  

https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/09/blue-jackets-defensive-depth-spurred-cap-saving-trades-free-agency/5936720002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/09/blue-jackets-defensive-depth-spurred-cap-saving-trades-free-agency/5936720002/
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Murray was dealt to the New Jersey Devils on Thursday night for a fifth-round pick in 2021 — a meager 
return that was offset by Murray’s checkered injury history and the Devils eating all $4.6 million of his 
cap hit.  

Suddenly, the Jackets’ cap flexibility was in the double digits, boosted to roughly $14 million after 
Kekalainen's trio of moves raked in $11.7 million in cap room. One day earlier, Wednesday, he'd signed 
newly acquired center Max Domi to a two-year deal with an annual cap charge of $5.3 million, and he 
wasn't finished. 

Going into the free-agent market, amid the NHL’s flat $81.5 million cap ceiling for 2020-21, Kekalainen 
had a wad of money and most of his NHL roster signed. Gavrikov and center Pierre-Luc Dubois were his 
two biggest unsigned free agents, both restricted, but there was ample flexibility to lure impact-caliber 
free agents in the unrestricted market.  

Would he make a play for left wing Taylor Hall? How about top-pairing defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, 
whom Kekalainen actually drafted for the St. Louis Blues?   

Options were plentiful – including a rumor Friday that Kekalainen had also shopped Savard – and that 
resulted in a high level of anticipation to see what was next. 

As for the Jackets’ defensive depth, which absorbed some stinging blows, enough talent remains behind 
Jones and Werenski to keep the Jackets in solid shape. 
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Columbus Dispatch / Cost certainty, cap space could make Blue Jackets a serious 
factor in NHL free agency 
By Brian Hedger – October 10, 2020 
 

The Blue Jackets put center Alexander Wennberg on waivers Thursday for the purpose of buying out his 
contract, a move that will recoup $4.9 million a year against the NHL's salary cap for the next three 
seasons. 

Wheels that began rolling with the Blue Jackets’ acquisition of Max Domi on Tuesday haven’t slowed 
yet.  

In fact, they’re only moving faster after Domi signed a two-year contract Wednesday.  

Thursday, the general manager pulled off three maneuvers to add $11.7 million in cap space to what 
was left after Domi's deal and the Blue Jackets are suddenly in a good spot heading into free agency 
Friday. 

After buying out Alexander Wennberg's contract and trading defensemen Markus Nutivaara (Florida 
Panthers) and Ryan Murray (New Jersey Devils), Kekalainen has given himself roughly $14 million in cap 
space to oversee. 

He could target a big-ticket free agent, such a Arizona's Taylor Hall or even St. Louis Blue defenseman 
Alex Pietrangelo – whom Kekalainen drafted for the Blues – or he could just use it simply re-sign his 
restricted free agents and carry a sizable nest egg into the rest of the NHL's offseason. 

The options are plentiful after busy day in which the Wennberg buyout kicked things off. 

“I wish Alex the best of luck and thank him for his contributions, both on and off the ice, to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets over the past seven years,” general manager Jarmo Kekalainen said in a 
statement. “Decisions like this are never easy, but we believe it is in the best interest of our club at this 
time.”  

There are three mains reasons the man who selected Wennberg 14th overall in 2014 as his first pick in 
the role of NHL GM feels that way.  

First and foremost are Wennberg’s struggles after a breakout 59-point effort in 2016-17 as the team’s 
top center. That season led to a six-year, $29.4 million contract and a $4.9 million cap hit, which at the 
time was a bargain.   

The perception changed during Wennberg’s next three seasons, which produced just 35 points in 2017-
18 (eight goals), 25 points in 2018-19 (two goals) and 22 points this past season (five goals) — when an 
upper-body injury combined with the COVID-19 pandemic limited him to 57 games.  

Wennberg, who turned 26 last month, will become an unrestricted free agent Friday after flashing his 
high-end skill during the Jackets’ postseason, including a dazzling goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in Game 2 of their five-game loss in the first round.  

Kekalainen might have been more apt to give Wennberg another shot to live up to his contract in the 
final three years had it not been for the cap staying flat, which leads to the second and third reasons the 
Jackets cut ties.  

https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/09/blue-jackets-head-into-free-agency-more-cap-space-cost-certainty/5926389002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/09/blue-jackets-head-into-free-agency-more-cap-space-cost-certainty/5926389002/
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The decision to terminate his contract with a buyout happened one day after Domi, their new center, 
agreed to a deal that will take up $5.3 million in cap space the next two years. It also happened one day 
before free agency opens, when Kekalainen may go big-game hunting.  

Any such effort would require a significant increase in cap space, and that's exactly what the moves 
Thursday allowed Kekalainen to do. Following the Murray trade, in which the Blue Jackets received a 
fifth-round pick in 2021 plus all $4.6 million of his salary off the books, Columbus' cap space jumped to 
$14.2 million on Capfriendly.com. 

That was after Nutivaara's took it up to $9.6 million under the ceiling and after Wennberg's buyout 
added $4.4 million in cap space to the roughly $1.7 million left after Domi's deal. It was an eye-catching 
day for Kekalainen, who now must deal with re-signing RFAs Pierre-Luc Dubois and Vladislav Gavrikov.  

None has earned arbitration rights, which lessens the leverage both have in negotiations, but Dubois’s 
new contract will undoubtedly take up a large chunk of cap space – perhaps as much as $6 million a 
year. 

CapFriendly’s calculation currently includes Nathan Gerbe's $750,000 cap charge while not accounting 
for cap hits belonging to forwards Alexandre Texier, Emil Bemstrom and Liam Foudy. Adding those three 
to the NHL roster and making Gerbe a non-roster player would still result in $13.9 million of cap space to 
sign the RFAs and possibly a UFA target. 

There is also the possibility that center Brandon Dubinsky’s $5.85 million could become cap relief — at 
least for one final year — should the Jackets place him on long-term injured reserve with a chronic wrist 
injury.  

Factoring that into the Jackets' cap picture, Kekalainen could be working with almost $20 million in cap 
flexibility. That doesn't include other trade chips, either, including one of their two standout goalies. 

Kekalainen is also looking down the road, however, at the offseason following 2021-22. Star 
defensemen Seth Jones and Zach Werenski could both become free agents that offseason — Jones a 
UFA and Werenski an RFA with arbitration rights — so he needs to plan accordingly.  

“We’re going to look at every opportunity to make our club better,” Kekalainen said, when asked if he 
feels the Jackets are positioned to make a splash in free agency. “Everybody’s living in the same cap 
world right now, with the $81.5 million cap, and it’s going to be tight for most teams. We’re confident 
that we’ll overcome that and we’ll do well, but we also have to look into not just next year or the next 
two years, but even further than that.” 
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Columbus Dispatch / Blue Jackets trade defenseman Ryan Murray to the New 
Jersey Devils for draft pick 
Columbus will get New Jersey's fifth round pick in 2021, $4.6 million of additional cap space 
By Brian Hedger – October 10, 2020 
 

The Blue Jackets traded defenseman Ryan Murray to the New Jersey Devils on Thursday night for a fifth-
round pick in the 2021 NHL draft. The Devils will pay all $4.6 million Murray is owed in the final year of 
his contract and will accept the corresponding salary-cap charge of the same amount. 

The Blue Jackets continued to wheel and deal Thursday, trading defenseman Ryan Murray to the New 
Jersey Devils for a fifth-round draft pick. 

The Devils picked up all of the $4.6 million Murray will get in the final year of his contract, which adds 
even more room for the Blue Jackets under the NHL's salary cap of $81.5 million for next season. 

Murray was the second defensemen general manager Jarmo Kekalainen traded Thursday in a matter of 
hours, following a deal in the afternoon that sent Markus Nutivaara to the Florida Panthers for a 
forward prospect, Cliff Pu, who is still on his entry-level contract and will likely play in the American 
Hockey League. 

Those two trades combined with a decision to buy out center Alexander Wennberg's contract combined 
to carve out an additional $11.7 million of cap space for the Blue Jackets just one day before the NHL's 
free agency period begins Friday.  

Kekalainen predicted last week that more trades than usual might happen this week, specifically 
Thursday, which was a day after the NHL draft concluded and before free agency began. 

He was right thanks largely to his own trades, making that prediction more of a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

According to CapFriendly.com's calculation, the Murray trade gave Kekalainen a whopping $14.2 million 
in cap space with the ability to spend up to the cap and then place injured center Brandon Dubinsky 
(wrist) on long-term injured reserve for added relief in the amount of his $5.85 million cap charge. 

Kekalainen also needs to re-sign restricted free agents Pierre-Luc Dubois, defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov 
and depth forward Kevin Stenlund. Dubois could command up to $6 million a year or more, while 
Gavrikov and Stenlund will cost much less. 

There are reports the Blue Jackets could also be big players in free agency, possibly targeting Arizona 
Coyotes left wing Taylor Hall – the biggest forward target of the bunch that's available. Kekalainen could 
also sit on his cap space and see if anybody else becomes available in trade because of cap issues for 
other teams. 

Murray, 27, was taken by the Blue Jackets with the second overall pick in the 2012 draft, behind former 
Edmonton Oilers right wing Nail Yakupov. 

  

https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/08/blue-jackets-trade-ryan-murray-new-jersey-devils/5931954002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/08/blue-jackets-trade-ryan-murray-new-jersey-devils/5931954002/
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The Athletic / Blue Jackets sign Mikko Koivu: Veteran center, 37, will add depth, 
flexibility 
By Aaron Portzline – October 11, 2020 
 
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Blue Jackets entered the offseason with a strong desire to boost their offense 
and strengthen their play at center. On Tuesday, they landed second-line center Max Domi in a trade 
with Montreal that should achieve both directives. 

On Saturday, general manager Jarmo Kekäläinen made a veteran signing that could have a similar, 
though more subtle, effect. 

Mikko Koivu, a 37-year-old who has spent his entire 15-year NHL career with the Minnesota Wild, signed 
a one-year, $1.5 million contract with the Blue Jackets. The deal also includes performance bonuses: 
$100,000 if Columbus makes it to the second round of the playoffs, and $150,000 if the Blue Jackets 
reach the Eastern Conference finals. 

Koivu also had offers on the table from Philadelphia and Florida, and possibly other teams, sources told 
The Athletic. 

“He’s a tremendous character player,” Kekäläinen said Saturday afternoon. “A leader. Really strong two-
way game. Plays well on both sides of the puck and both ends of the ice. Smart. Good playmaker. Very 
good anticipation. He’s got size. He battles. He’s strong on his stick. Good on faceoffs. 

“We’ve always talked about getting stronger down the middle, and I think we’ve done that this 
offseason.” 

Kekäläinen has known Koivu, he said, since Koivu was a child in Finland. He was good friends with 
Koivu’s older brother, Saku. 

“I remember him being around Saku when I played with Saku a little bit on the Finnish national team,” 
Kekäläinen said. “I’ve seen Mikko as a little kid around the rinks. 

“I was scouting (for Ottawa) when he was drafted (in 2001), and he was very high on my list. So, it’s 
been a while. He’s had a great career.” 

The Blue Jackets envision Koivu centering their third line and playing a significant role on the penalty kill, 
roles he excelled at in Minnesota in recent seasons. Last year, he slid into a fourth-line role and was 
taken off the power play, but he remained an important piece of the Wild penalty kill. 

If Koivu can fill a third-line role, that would allow Boone Jenner to return to left wing. Jenner has played 
mostly center the past two seasons, though he has been more productive offensively on the wing. 

Here’s what the lines could look like, though we’ll caution that free agency is only two days old and the 
Blue Jackets could still add players: 

“We’re a very strong team down the middle now with Pierre-Luc (Dubois), Max Domi, Mikko Koivu and 
Riley Nash,” Kekäläinen said, “and we still have Boone Jenner, who can play center. Alexandre Texier (is) 
potentially at some point moving to center. 

https://theathletic.com/2129747/2020/10/10/blue-jackets-sign-mikko-koivu-veteran-center-37-will-add-depth-flexibility/
https://theathletic.com/2129747/2020/10/10/blue-jackets-sign-mikko-koivu-veteran-center-37-will-add-depth-flexibility/
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“I think this frees up Boone for the F1, as we call it, the full forechecker, which is the strong part of his 
game. He doesn’t have to worry about the defensive end so much, getting back as the first guy into the 
defensive zone, if he’s going all out on the forecheck. That’s one of the biggest strengths of Boone 
Jenner, and this allows us to put him back on the wing.” 

Expect Koivu to get a ton of defensive-zone faceoffs, too. He has been one of the NHL’s best in the dot 
throughout his career, with an incredible 53.7 win rate on all faceoffs. That has been a struggle for the 
Blue Jackets, especially since Brandon Dubinsky (wrist injury) has faded from the lineup. 

The Blue Jackets’ next trip to Minnesota will be highly emotional, not just for Koivu but for the fans in 
Xcel Energy Center. If Minnesota is the State of Hockey, Koivu has been the franchise’s capital city since 
shortly after they drafted him No. 6 overall in 2001. 

To put that length of time in perspective, imagine if goaltender Pascal Leclaire were still a Blue Jacket. 
Columbus drafted Leclaire two picks after Koivu went off the board in 2001. 

Koivu’s name is speckled throughout the Wild record book. He’s the franchise’s all-time leader in games 
played (1,028), points (709) and assists (504) while ranking second in goals (205). Only former Blue 
Jacket Marian Gaborik scored more goals (219) for Minnesota. 

The Wild are being overhauled by new GM Bill Guerin and made it clear to Koivu last month that they 
weren’t interested in re-signing him. 

After a brief pause for reflection, Koivu said, he came to a conclusion: “Bottom line, I want to play. My 
doors are open.” 

Only eight players in the league last season were older than Koivu: Zdeno Chara, Joe Thornton, Patrick 
Marleau, Ron Hainsey, Justin Williams, Deryk Engelland, Andy Greene and Dan Hamhuis. Williams and 
Hamhuis have announced their retirements. 

Koivu had 4-17-21 in 55 games for the Wild last season, drawing just 15:34 in ice time per game, his 
lowest figure since his rookie season in 2005-06. 

“I talked to Mikko at length,” Kekäläinen said. “He’s very hungry to prove that he’s still a good player in 
this league. He didn’t have the best year. He had the knee injury the year before and it bothered him a 
little bit this year, gave him a little bit of trouble with the compensating for the knee that was injured. 

“He’s working extremely hard this offseason, with that hunger to prove he’s still a good player in this 
league. He’s played over 1,000 games. I know his work ethic. He’s gonna be in great shape coming in. 
There are guys in this league who have been very successful at that age and older than that. 

“If there’s anybody who can play in this league at that age, he’s one of them with the way he prepares.” 
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The Athletic / Blue Jackets may need salary-cap space to fend off Pierre-Luc 
Dubois FA suitors 
By Aaron Portzline – October 11, 2020 
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The day before NHL free agency opened, Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo 
Kekäläinen went on a salary-cutting spree. A buyout of Alexander Wennberg’s contract and liquidation-
like trades of Ryan Murray and Markus Nutivaara freed up almost $12 million, putting Columbus 
comfortably under the league’s salary cap. 

Maybe the Blue Jackets are going big-game hunting in free agency. Maybe Kekäläinen was adhering to a 
new internal salary cap put in place by team ownership. Or maybe he just wanted the overpriced 
Wennberg, oft-injured Murray and inconsistent Nutivaara off the roster before 2020-21. 

There’s a new theory that has gained traction, too. 

The Blue Jackets have been working on a new contract for center Pierre-Luc Dubois for well over a year 
now, but Dubois — a budding No. 1 center who seemed to elevate his game this postseason — became 
a restricted free agent on Friday. 

Kekäläinen wants that salary-cap space to make further upgrades to his forwards, sure. But he may need 
that space, too, if Dubois signs an offer sheet with another club in the coming days. 

It was important for Kekäläinen to act quickly to create that cap space. If Dubois were to sign an offer 
sheet, the Blue Jackets would have one week to decide if they wanted to match the offer and keep 
Dubois — or let him go and accept the draft-pick compensation. 

That’s perhaps why Kekäläinen’s moves on Thursday had an air of desperation. It’s hard to trade players 
with high salaries in the current climate, sure, but the return for Murray and Nutivaara was a late-round 
draft pick and a minor leaguer, Cliff Pu, who split time between the AHL and ECHL last season. 

If he’d waited much longer, trading either player may have been more difficult, perhaps impossible. In 
that scenario, the Blue Jackets would have faced awful and expensive decisions — more buyouts, 
perhaps — to clear the space to match Dubois. 

Kekäläinen has repeatedly dismissed the threat of an offer sheet by vowing that his club would match 
any offer, but the creation of that cap space is a more powerful deterrent than anything a GM can say. 

When a team structures its offer sheet, it does so in the manner that is most difficult for the player’s 
current club to match: front-loaded deals, huge signing bonuses, massive length of term, etc. The Blue 
Jackets, with an abundance of space, are now less vulnerable to any of those wrinkles. 

So what is the issue with the Blue Jackets getting Dubois under contract? The negotiations involving top-
notch players coming out of their entry-level deals have proven challenging in recent years across the 
NHL, including in Columbus. 

Ryan Johansen (in 2014) and Josh Anderson (2017) both had arduous, lengthy negotiations that caused 
them to miss the whole of training camp, even as Kekäläinen warned them that missing camp would not 
result in a better contract offer from the club. 

https://theathletic.com/2129366/2020/10/10/blue-jackets-may-need-salary-cap-space-to-fend-off-pierre-luc-dubois-fa-suitors/
https://theathletic.com/2129366/2020/10/10/blue-jackets-may-need-salary-cap-space-to-fend-off-pierre-luc-dubois-fa-suitors/


10 
 

Perhaps heeding previous examples, Zach Werenski, a restricted free agent last summer, signed a three-
year, $15 million deal a few days before training camp. 

The Blue Jackets have been more reluctant than other clubs to hand out long-term contracts to players 
coming out of their entry-level deals, preferring “bridge” deals in almost every circumstance. 

That appears to be the case with Dubois, too. The Blue Jackets are said to be insistent on a bridge deal 
— likely a three-year term — that would expire before Dubois has reached his unrestricted free agency 
years. 

Kekäläinen has declined to discuss the specifics of Dubois’ negotiations in public. Dubois’ agent, Pat 
Brisson, declined to discuss his client’s willingness to consider an offer sheet. Brisson and the Blue 
Jackets have been working on a new deal for Dubois since last summer. 

A quick reminder about offer sheets — because they’re often referred to in a wholly inaccurate way. An 
NHL club can’t simply “offer sheet” a restricted free agent. No, that player has to be willing to negotiate 
and sign that contract offer from the other club. 

As of noon Friday, Dubois was free to speak with every team in the league. He is now free to negotiate a 
contract and sign any offer he wishes, but his participation in the process is a requirement. 

If he signs an offer sheet, it’s a clear expression that he’s willing to leave the Blue Jackets to join a new 
team under these terms. Last summer, Carolina’s Sebastian Aho signed an offer sheet — five years, 
$42.27 million — with the Montreal Canadiens before the Hurricanes moved quickly to match. 

Aho, speaking with Sportsnet.ca last fall, described his post-offer sheet conversation with Carolina 
ownership as such: “It wasn’t easy, for sure.” 

This whole scenario brings further clarity to Kekäläinen’s comments in the weeks leading up to the NHL 
draft and free agency, that he wanted his remaining RFAs signed to contracts before the bidding started. 

“Cost certainty” is how he termed it. Perhaps what he really meant to say, though, was “contract 
certainty.” 

If the Blue Jackets could get Dubois signed today, they’d probably still have enough money to hit the 
free-agent market in an attempt to sign one of the many offensive standouts available: Arizona’s Taylor 
Hall, Florida’s Evgenii Dadonov or Mike Hoffman, Vancouver’s Tyler Toffoli, etc. 

But if they signed any of those players without having Dubois under contract, the Blue Jackets could be 
back in a vulnerable position in terms of having enough cap space to match an offer Dubois has signed. 

Kekäläinen has made his feelings clear regarding free agency. He mostly doesn’t care for it, other than to 
make smart, conservative plays like the one last summer when the Jackets signed winger Gustav Nyquist 
to a four-year, $22 million contract. 

As of noon Saturday, Hall, Dadonov, Hoffman and Toffoli were still on the market. Several of the big 
names on the blue line found new homes on Friday, but the top forwards remained mostly parked. 

Maybe the asking price for goal scorers will drop as the market moves along on Saturday and Sunday, 
such that Kekäläinen could sign a top-six left winger with enough money remaining under the cap to 
keep Dubois. 

But in any scenario, it appears that keeping Dubois — at all costs — is the priority.  
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Columbus Dispatch /Jarmo Kekalainen has salary cap room, options if Pierre-Luc 
Dubois signs offer sheet 
Wennberg buyout, defensemen trades were done to avoid vulnerability in Dubois negotiations. 
By Brian Hedger - October 12, 2020 
 

In the past, Jarmo Kekalainen hasn’t been concerned about contract offer sheets.  

In fact, the Blue Jackets’ general manager reportedly explored the idea of extending one last year to 
Toronto Maple Leafs forward Mitch Marner, not long after losing left wing Artemi Panarin to the New 
York Rangers as an unrestricted free agent.   

But that was July 2019, and things have since changed significantly for both the NHL and the Blue 
Jackets – who now have an unsigned, coveted young star of their own to protect.  

Kekalainen hasn’t reached agreement on a new contract with top center Pierre-Luc Dubois – a 22-year-
old restricted free agent the GM selected third overall in 2016 – and there is reason to believe another 
team will extend an offer sheet to Dubois.  

In fact, there are eight reasons to think it’s possible, based on the number of times Kekalainen used the 
term “vulnerable” Saturday during a video conference shortly after signing veteran center Mikko Koivu.  

“It’s a tool in the (NHL’s collective bargaining agreement) that you could use and it’s a threat if you’re in 
a vulnerable position that you have to protect yourself against,” said Kekalainen, who bought out former 
center Alexander Wennberg’s contract and made two cost-cutting trades Thursday. 

“There’s no question about it. You have to have it in the back of your mind and make sure that you do 
everything you can to protect the franchise. It’s just the reality that we have to live in right now. … But 
we’ve got to make sure that we’re protected.”  

In order to do so, a stockpile of space under the NHL’s salary cap of $81.5 million for next season was 
necessary. Wennberg’s buyout recouped approximately $4.5 million of cap space for each of the next 
three years and the trades – which sent defensemen Markus Nutivaara to the Florida Panthers and Ryan 
Murray to the New Jersey Devils – sliced roughly $7.3 million more. 

Kekalainen said the trades were “soft” deals because of the small returns – an unheralded prospect for 
Nutivaara and fifth-round pick for Murray –but were necessary for the cap flexibility gained. After 
signing Koivu to a one year, $1.5 million deal, Kekalainen still has about $13 million left in cap room.  

That should be plenty to match a potential Dubois offer sheet, but Kekalainen can’t be sure. That’s what 
makes offer sheets so widely discussed on social media – the sheer idea of a fan’s favorite team “going 
after” somebody else’s young star with a huge offer.  

There are corresponding packages of compensation draft picks attached to multiple values with offer 
sheets – picks that must belong to the team making the offer – and a GM might have to at least think 
about letting a player go if the offer is large enough.  

Dubois, for example, is likely worth somewhere between $6 million and $7 million per season. An offer 
sheet of that amount would require a team signing Dubois to forfeit a first-, second- and third-round 
draft pick to the Blue Jackets should Kekalainen decide not to match the offer sheet.  

https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/12/blue-jackets-have-salary-cap-room-options-if-dubois-signs-offer-sheet/5960483002/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/sports/nhl/columbus-blue-jackets/2020/10/12/blue-jackets-have-salary-cap-room-options-if-dubois-signs-offer-sheet/5960483002/
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The next level up, $8,726,189 to $10,907,735 would be two first-round picks (separate years), a second-
round pick and a third. And the highest average amount, $10,907,736 and above, requires four first-
round picks – all belonging to the signing team.  

Those last two options might give a few GMs pause. The highest one, four first-rounders, might be too 
good for Kekalainen to pass up. But we won’t find out what he thinks unless he’s actually presented with 
a decision to make.  

And he’s trying to avoid the scenario.  

“We don’t know the offer sheet or the level of the offer sheet,” Kekalainen said when asked if he would 
match any potential offers. “We know the level of compensation for different levels of offer sheet, so if 
somebody wants to go that route, I wouldn’t encourage it, because I don’t think we’re in any kind of 
vulnerable position. So, we’ll see what happens.” 
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NHL.com / Koivu embraces change of chasing Stanley Cup with Blue Jackets, not 
Wild 
By Tom Gulitti - October 12, 2020 
 

Mikko Koivu slipped up while answering the first question of his introductory videoconference with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Sunday. 

"Here in Minnesota," Koivu said before quickly correctly himself. 

After playing 15 seasons with the Minnesota Wild, including the past 11 as their captain, it's 
understandable that phrase is stuck in Koivu's vernacular. But the 37-year-old center is beginning a new 
phase of his career and life after signing a one-year, $1.5 million contract with Columbus on Saturday.  

The Wild have been the only NHL team Koivu has known since they selected him with the No. 6 pick in 
the 2001 NHL Draft. But he was left to look for a new team and pondered retirement after general 
manager Bill Guerin informed him in August that the Wild were not going to re-sign him.  

Although it took some time to get over the initial shock, Koivu realized he wanted to keep playing and 
continue his chase for the Stanley Cup, which has eluded him. 

"Playing hockey, you want to win," Koivu said. "I never got a chance to go far in the [Stanley Cup] 
Playoffs. That's my No. 1 goal as an individual, and I think you realize that more and more once you get a 
little more experience and you see the [other] teams' players having that success as a team. That's 
something that drives me right now and that's the reason why I signed with Columbus."  

Koivu's situation was nearly identical to that of new Washington Capitals goalie Henrik Lundqvist. 
Lundqvist was the face of the New York Rangers for 15 seasons before they bought out the final season 
of his contract Sept. 30, making him an unrestricted free agent. 

The 38-year-old also needed some time to get used to the idea of pulling on another team's NHL 
sweater but believes he's found the perfect fit with the Capitals, who signed him to a one-year, $1.5 
million contract Friday. The main draw was the chance to win the Cup with Washington, which has 
maintained much of the core from its 2018 championship team. 

"I think when you start a journey you have to picture it happening first, so that's what I'm doing right 
now," Lundqvist said. "I want to see myself with that Cup and I want to do it in Washington, so I 
definitely see myself doing it. I think that will be my motivation now going into training and getting 
prepared for camp, and whenever camp starts, that will be on my mind." 

Koivu sees a similar opportunity with the Blue Jackets. Columbus gave the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 
reigning Cup champions, all they could handle in the 2020 Eastern Conference First Round after 
sweeping them in the first round in 2019. Maybe the Blue Jackets haven't always been viewed as a Cup 
contender, but after four straight seasons in the playoffs, Koivu said he thinks they are ready to take the 
next step and believes he can help them do that. 

"I think as a player you want to join a team that is hard to play against and I believe that, and they 
proved that over the last couple years," Koivu said. "I think that's obvious." 

The closest Lundqvist has come to winning the Cup was when he helped the Rangers to the 2014 Stanley 
Cup Final, when they lost to the Los Angeles Kings in five games. 

https://www.nhl.com/news/blue-jackets-mikko-koivu-embraces-change-after-15-seasons-with-wild/c-319429152
https://www.nhl.com/news/blue-jackets-mikko-koivu-embraces-change-after-15-seasons-with-wild/c-319429152
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Koivu never got past the second round with the Wild. Advancing beyond that was Koivu's motivation 
with Minnesota for as long as he can remember. Now, it's to do it with Columbus. 

"Having a new challenge, I think it's fresh," Koivu said. "As a player and an individual, you need that not 
just in hockey, but in life in general, and that can be a good thing. And that's the way I look at it." 

Koivu left the Wild as their leader in points (709), assists (504) and regular-season games (1,028), and is 
second in goals (205), behind Marian Gaborik (219). Koivu also played in a Wild-record 59 postseason 
games, scoring 28 points (11 goals, 17 assists). 

Although Koivu's 21 points (four goals, 17 assists) in 55 games last season were his fewest since he 
scored 21 in 64 games as a rookie in 2005-06, he's certain he has more to give. General manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen said Saturday he envisions Koivu slotting in as the Blue Jackets' third-line center behind 
Pierre-Luc Dubois and Max Domi. 

Koivu knows that life will be a lot different in Columbus after so many years in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area. And he will no longer be the leader and face of his team, but one of many faces. 

But after being forced into the change, he's embracing it.  

"I'm sure it will be different, but I see that as a positive as of right now," Koivu said. "Getting the 
message from Minnesota that I won't continue there, that was hard at first, obviously, but once you kind 
of think about it through, I think you're looking for the new challenge, new chapter in your life, and now 
I have that opportunity with the Blue Jackets.  

"I'm very excited about that and can't wait to get started there and get to know the players, the team, 
the city, the fans, all that goes into that. So that's an exciting time." 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek: NHL free agency thoughts, goalies moves, second 
chance for prospects 
By Eric Duhatschek – October 10, 2020 
 

There was a lot to unpack about the first day of NHL free agency, but let’s start with this observation. If 
you were to add the 32nd NHL team to the league right this minute, and granted that team a clean 
financial slate, and just let them shop for a 23-player salary-cap compliant roster via free agency, they 
could probably have come up with a team that might challenge for the Stanley Cup. 

It’d be a little light down the middle probably, with no true No. 1 centers available for purchase, but 
they’d be fine on the wings, deep on the blue line and for sure, excellent in net, with Jacob Markstrom 
as their starter and any number of options available to back him up. 

Through the first six hours of free agency, only one player among the top eight or 10 available players 
actually found a home. That was Markstrom, who received a six-year, $6 million AAV deal from the 
Calgary Flames, which was one year and $1 million per season more than what Vegas paid to re-sign 
Robin Lehner, who was the other netminder atop the available list. 

But after Markstrom, not a single player received more than a three-year term in the early going, and 
only Braden Holtby, who landed in Vancouver as Markstrom’s replacement, received a contract with an 
average annual value over $4 million (Holtby got $4.3 million on a two-year deal). 

Among position players, the two biggest deals went to defencemen in the second tier (behind the likes 
of Alex Pietrangelo, Torey Krug and Tyson Barrie). That would be Justin Schultz (two years, at $4 million 
per season from Washington) and Kevin Shattenkirk (three years, at $3.9 million per season from 
Anaheim). 

In the early evening, TJ Brodie upped the ante slightly by signing with the Maple Leafs for $20 million 
over four years, a marginal raise over what he earned last year with Calgary. 

Pietrangelo, Krug and Taylor Hall will eventually break the bank, but the clear message from NHL general 
managers was some version of caveat emptor – buyer beware. 

It’s telling how many value plays there were in the first hours and how many value plays potentially 
remained. As the crème de la crème eventually come off the board over the weekend and beyond, you 
get a sense there’s going to be a lot of talented, experienced players languishing on the unemployment 
line this fall, with virtually every roster decision filtered through the flat salary-cap prism. 

Many GMs acknowledged that, but probably no one said it better than Carolina’s Don Waddell, who 
noted that as a manager, “you’re looking at the cap, but you’re also looking at the cash.” Waddell 
concluded by saying that if, organizationally, he could conserve cash in these times of austerity, he 
would make his owner very happy. 

Of course, we all know the thing that makes owners happiest is winning, so it was a balancing act on the 
opening of day of free agency, GMs walking that fine line between making the budget work and making 
their teams better. 

That’s a challenge every year, but this year, it got a little ridiculous — to the point where some teams 
were essentially giving away viable players, just to shed themselves from the burdens of their salaries. 

https://theathletic.com/2128557/2020/10/09/duhatschek-nhl-free-agency-thoughts-goalies-moves-second-chance-for-prospects/
https://theathletic.com/2128557/2020/10/09/duhatschek-nhl-free-agency-thoughts-goalies-moves-second-chance-for-prospects/
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In the past, if you were a team such as the Columbus Blue Jackets and ready to move away from Ryan 
Murray or Markus Nutivaara, you could have reasonably expected to get something tangible in return. 
Nutivaara got them a player that isn’t even an AHL regular, Cliff Pu, while Murray commanded all of a 
fifth-round draft choice from the New Jersey Devils. Not much for a player who went second overall in 
the 2012 draft and – when healthy – is easily a top-four defender on the vast majority of NHL teams. 

On Friday, Vegas began its offseason purge, moving Paul Stastny to the Winnipeg Jets. Stastny signed 
with Vegas as a free agent in the summer of 2018 and got a three-year, $19.5 million contract with a 
$6.5 million AAV. But he is 34 now and the Golden Knights are tight against the cap. 

There were a handful of trades leading into and coming out of the draft, but overall, it was slow. When it 
comes to trading at this time of year, it comes down to a philosophical decision: Why surrender a draft 
pick or prospect this week when you could potentially sign a player of comparable worth as a UFA for 
nickels on the dollar? 

It made sense to play the long game and wait especially since any prospect, when they’re ready to play, 
will be a cost-controlled asset for his first three seasons. If the NHL’s financial landscape doesn’t improve 
overnight (which it won’t), those players will only increase in value. 

Unlike the past couple of years when there was a “courting period” that enabled teams to discuss 
contract options with players of interest, free agency didn’t exactly roar out of the gate Friday. It started 
with a couple of minor moves – Wayne Simmonds to Toronto, Bobby Ryan to Detroit, Kyle Turris to 
Edmonton, Carter Verhaeghe to Florida. 

The absence of a courting period created a challenge. The fact that the two high-end guys – Pietrangelo 
and Hall – were taking their time in making their decisions, stalled the market for lesser players. The 
dominoes will fall more quickly once those two are off the boards. In the meantime, opening day 
revolved around the goaltending shuffle. 

Every team needs two goalies. But since at least one netminder – Markstrom – was going to be the 
subject of a bidding war, teams also had to prioritize their own respective Plan Bs and Cs in case their 
best pitch failed. 

How high, in a cash-strapped world, are you prepared to go? Edmonton made a value buy, Anton 
Forsberg, after dropping out on Markstrom, but are still looking to add another goaltender. 

“On free agency, if you want to land a player and he’s in demand, you’ve got to do one of two things,” 
Oilers GM Ken Holland said. “Number one, you probably give a longer term than you want; or two, 
you’ve got to give a higher cap than you want. Does somebody want to go home and play in front of 
family and friends? Or do they want to play on a team that is a really odds on favourite to win the 
Stanley Cup and they want to win the Stanley Cup? 

“It’s an unknown for everybody,” Holland said. “That’s why you work the phones.” 

A few teams did their shopping early. Matt Murray was traded to Ottawa from Pittsburgh. Devan 
Dubnyk went from Minnesota to San Jose. Laurent Brossoit and Brian Elliott re-signed with their own 
teams. 

Henrik Lundqvist, for a bargain-basement $1.5 million on a one-year deal, landed in Washington. That 
was always the fit, he wanted to play on a team with a chance to win a Cup. Anton Khudobin stayed in 
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Dallas – three years at $3.33 million. He’ll provide important insurance because of Ben Bishop’s injury 
history. 

Taking a chance 
Considering it was a trade between teams in two of the NHL’s biggest markets, Lias Andersson from the 
Rangers to the Kings for a late second-round draft choice flew a little under the radar. But it piqued my 
interest almost immediately because it made me think of a similar trade, executed in 1996, in which the 
Penguins traded away a similar sort of prospect, a player chosen in the first round of the draft who 
wasn’t showing any signs of improvement. That player was Markus Naslund. Naslund was shipped off to 
the Canucks in a one-for-one deal for Alek Stojanov. 

Naslund went on to play 884 games for the Canucks and scored 756 points. Stojanov played 45 games 
for Pittsburgh and scored six points. Naslund was 22 at the time of the trade and at a career crossroads 
but was maturing as a player and a person and eventually developed into the player that his draft status 
(16th overall in 1991) suggested he could become. 

Andersson was the seventh player chosen overall in the 2017 draft and probably went higher than he 
should have (among others, Nick Suzuki and Martin Necas were still on the board). He turns 22 on 
Tuesday. 

So, this seems like a logical, defensible gamble by the Kings, who happen to employ Andersson’s father, 
Niklas, as a pro scout (but kept dad in the dark when they were putting together the trade). Andersson 
needs to get his confidence back, but there was a skill set there that made got him chosen so high in the 
first place. Players such as Andersson and the Oilers’ Jesse Puljujarvi are the casualties of the NHL’s rush 
to get entry-level players into their lineups for payroll purposes. 

Like Andersson, Puljujarvi is going to take another crack at the NHL after going back to play in Finland 
where he tried to find his lost confidence. Puljujarvi did a Zoom call with media Thursday and while his 
English is still a little ragged, those who know him far better than I do believe it has vastly improved 
from where it was when he left Edmonton the first time. 

This is something else, where teams can do a far better job. The English-language skills of some 
European players are absolutely remarkable but I also believe teams have come to expect that that will 
be true of every European player, across the board. The reality is, it isn’t. 

When Puljujarvi was drafted, the consensus was that his talent was excellent but his transition would 
likely be more challenging than Patrik Laine, who simply had a bigger personality and a greater 
command of English. Puljujarvi never did get much chemistry going with Connor McDavid, but it doesn’t 
change the fact that he should be able to find a fit somewhere in the Oilers’ lineup. 

Sometimes, you just need to be more patient with kids. Not all of them are fully formed when they get 
drafted. Some are raw – and need the proper development curve. The smart teams are the ones that 
see that right away and give them the air they need to breathe and improve. 

Fresh start for Murray 
So Matt Murray, the Sens’ new goalie, is in a different place. Signed to a four-year extension Friday, 
worth $25 million, he is 26 now, but by goalie standards, was practically an overnight sensation. 

He made it to the NHL in the 2015-16 season. After 13 regular season appearances, he got pressed into 
duty as the Penguins’ playoff starter because of an injury to Marc-Andre Fleury and promptly won 15 of 
his 21 playoff appearances in the first of Pittsburgh’s back-to-back Stanley Cup wins. 
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In the second year, Fleury started, but Murray came on for 11 games and seven wins, his 1.70 playoff 
GAA led all goalies in the 2017 playoffs. Murray’s emergence is what caused Pittsburgh to move on from 
Fleury in the first place. Then last year, he essentially lost the net to Tristan Jarry, had just a so-so playoff 
for the Penguins and was shipped to Ottawa after Pittsburgh decided to go forward with Jarry. 

So, what happens when a goalie loses his way after such a promising start? Mostly, it’s two things – one 
technical, the other psychological. There is a long history of goalies making an immediate splash in the 
NHL and then once teams start scouting them more closely, they tend to find holes in their games and 
exploit them. The other factor is confidence which can wax and wane for every player but is more 
noticeable when it’s a goalie who, all of sudden, is allowing too many goals to leak past him. One NHL 
analyst I know and trust believes not enough attention is being paid to the changes in equipment that 
the league mandated a few years back, which streamlined goalie pads and created more gaps for 
shooters to exploit. NHL goal scoring has, across the board, increased and shrinking equipment is a 
factor. 

But expectations haven’t shrunk with the equipment and it’s placed a heavier burden on goalies – 
expected to produce the sort of eye-popping numbers common in the dead-puck era, when the game 
has changed and evolved so much over time and now tends to reward offence far more than it did a 
decade ago. 

In Murray’s case, and maybe also in the case of Jake Allen, it’s really a matter of every team’s individual 
goalie whisperer to work on the perceived glitches in their games, but also to rebuild their confidence. I 
was starting to write, it’s easily doable, but that’s actually not correct. It’s doable. Easy? Not always. Not 
necessarily. 
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The Athletic / NHL free agency: 2020 projected player value tracker 
By Dom Luszczyszyn – October 10, 2020 
 

As players sign lucrative contracts and find new homes, find out whether their new deal is likely to be 
worth it or not based on their projected value over the life of the contract along with some brief analysis 
for each deal. This page will update with each new signing, with the most recent signing appearing at 
the top. 

Contract values are derived from Evolving Hockey’s contract projections and reflect a player’s value in 
the open market (even for RFAs) based on a flat cap over the next three seasons and three percent 
growth afterwards. Player win projections are based on GSVA which is explained here. Future season 
projections are created using an age curve and error ranges are based on out-of-sample average error of 
projections from past seasons. Probability of providing positive value is based on those error ranges 
which are dependent on how many games a player has played over the past three seasons. 

Corey Crawford, Signed: $3.9 million AAV, two years 
A great deal by both price and term. Crawford was arguably the most effective goalie on the market and 
should form one of the better goaltending platoons in the league along with MacKenzie Blackwood. 

Chris Tanev, Signed: $4.5 million AAV, four years 
The biggest overpay of the day. Chris Tanev plays top four minutes, but he’s no longer capable of playing 
them well. Couple that with the fact he’s injury-prone and you get a deal that’s dead on arrival on day 
one. 

Torey Krug, Signed: $6.5 million AAV, seven years 
My model likes Torey Krug. A lot. He’s one of the game’s best offensive defenders and power play 
quarterbacks and should provide strong production for the Blues from the backend. He’s one of the few 
defenders who can adequately replace Pietrangelo’s offence and while he won’t be able to replicate his 
defensive ability in tough minutes, the Blues are uniquely equipped to handle that with the presence of 
Colton Parayko. Krug probably won’t be as valuable in St. Louis as he was for Boston no longer playing 
with the team’s top line, so his value is over-estimated here, but he should be worth his $6.5 million 
AAV. 

Nick Cousins, Signed: $1.5 million AAV, two years 
Nick Cousins has blossomed into an excellent defensive center and should be able to fill the void left by 
trading Nick Bonino. He’s a steal at his price as he should provide a win value worth twice that. 

TJ Brodie, Signed: $5 million AAV, four years 
The Leafs finally fill an outstanding need, nabbing the two-way right-side defenceman they’ve been 
coveting for a while. Brodie is a great player who can effectively play tough minutes, driving play at a 
solid rate at both ends of the ice. But at 30, age is a concern and $5 million will likely be a little rich by 
the end of the deal. 

Vinnie Hinostroza, Signed: $1 million AAV, one year 
A nice value add that fills our Florida’s barren forward depth. Hinostroza is a useful player with okay 5-
on-5 impacts coming off a down year. At the price, he’s a good gamble to bounce back as a decent 
middle six forward. 

https://theathletic.com/2127281/2020/10/09/nhl-free-agency-2020-projected-player-value-tracker/
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Jacob Markstrom, Signed: $6 million AAV, six years 
Markstrom is probably one of the better goalies available and gets the money and term requisite of 
that. He’s been a solid starter over the last two seasons (and private data loved his 2019-20 campaign) 
and $6 million is probably fine for that, but the term is dicey. That’s a long time to be committed to a 
goalie, a position fraught with year-to-year inconsistency. 

Justin Schultz, Signed: $4 million AAV, two years 
n-5, but it’s worth noting during his down years he’s spent a lot of time with Jack Johnson. 

Matt Benning, Signed: $1 million AAV, two years 
Nashville does some great work here revamping its bottom pair, adding Matt Benning to Mark 
Borowiecki. Benning is an underrated play-driver who can win matchups on the third pair, though health 
is a concern. At that price, he’s a steal. 

Kevin Shattenkirk, Signed: $3.9 million AAV, three years 
He wasn’t the problem in New York and he proved it last year in Tampa Bay with a strong bounce-back 
season. Shattenkirk is still a capable play-driver at 5-on-5 and can help Anaheim’s power play too. At 
$3.9 million per he’s a steal, especially on a short three-year term. 

Jack Johnson, Signed: $1 million AAV, one year 
The fact Johnson is being paid $300K over league minimum and still only has an eight percent chance of 
outperforming the deal says it all. He will likely be the league’s worst defenceman this season. 

Derek Grant, Signed: $1.5 million AAV, three years 
It’s a decent AAV in year one, but the two extra years aren’t ideal for a mostly replaceable center who is 
30 years old. 

Mark Borowiecki, Signed: $2 million AAV, two years 
Underlying numbers are suspect, but that’s mostly because he’s played very difficult minutes 
throughout his career. A perfectly replacement-level defender who comes in maybe $500,000 too much. 
He’s an upgrade on Nashville’s weak third pair. 

Tyler Ennis, Signed: $1 million AAV, one year 
This is a really strong value contract, perhaps one of the best of the day. Ennis proved he can still be an 
effective middle-six forward last year in Ottawa, one who is especially good at creating chances. He’s 
very versatile and will easily be worth his light cap hit. 

Tyler Pitlick, Signed: $1.75 million AAV, two years 
A reasonable bet to make for Tyler Pitlick who offers a strong defensive presence in a bottom-six role. 
Nearly perfectly fair value. 

Alex Wennberg, Signed: $2.25 million AAV, one year 
One of the player types my model struggles with is pure playmakers who don’t shoot as there’s no 
public passing equivalent to individual expected goals. Wennberg is a gifted passer and strong 
defensively – a decent option as a third-line centre for Florida, especially if he can bounce back to his 
2018 value. 

Matt Murray, Signed: $6.25 million AAV, four years 
Ottawa has a lot of cap space to burn and Matt Murray has Cup-winning pedigree. He was an elite goalie 
in his first two seasons, but in the three years since has been anything but, looking closer to 
replacement level due to two very rough seasons in 2017 and 2019. With his most recent season being 
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his worst, it seems nearly unfathomable that Murray could fetch this kind of AAV. He should bounce 
back this season toward a more respectable save percentage and there’s always a chance he can regain 
his prior form – he’s still relatively young – but the cap hit still seems rather outlandish. 

Anton Khudobin, Signed: $3.33 million AAV, three years 
Considering the rest of the goaltending market, this is an absolute steal for Khudobin who stepped up 
big time for the Stars in the playoffs. For the past two years, he’s been one of the league’s best 
goaltenders in terms of goals saved above expected and his save percentage climbed in lockstep with 
Dallas’ improved defence this past season. Even at 34 years old, this is a great bet by the Stars. 

Braden Holtby, Signed: $4.3 million AAV, two years 
Last year was a very off year for Holtby, but he has a long history of being one of the league’s better 
goalies and was still strong as recently as 2018. He probably won’t be at the level he was at his peak, but 
he should bounce back to around average or slightly above. At just $4.3 million and for only two years, 
this is a great deal for the Canucks, especially if Holtby can find a way to get back to being a top tier 
starter. At the very least, he’s a solid mentor to Thatcher Demko. 

Kyle Turris, Signed: $1.65 million AAV, two years 
A very interesting buy-low candidate. Turris is still a strong play-maker, but the rest of his game has 
fallen off despite getting a steady dose of decent quality linemates over the past couple seasons in 
Nashville. Based on his recent play, $1.65 million is a shade too much in the second year, but a fresh 
start could mean a bounce back is possible for the former top-six center. 

Cam Talbot, Signed: $3.67 million AAV, three years 
The last few seasons have been a roller coaster for Talbot. In 2016 he looked elite for the Oilers but then 
dropped to average before an absolutely awful season in 2018. Last season he was perfectly average for 
Calgary and that’s probably the safest expectation for him. That’s probably all a strong defensive team 
like Minnesota needs between the pipes and even his modest projected win rate is a massive upgrade 
over former starter Devan Dubnyk. 

Henrik Lundqvist, Signed: $1.5 million AAV, one year 
The King goes to Washington at a relatively low price. Lundqvist was still able to perform above his 
expected save percentage last season (though there is likely some rink bias at play at Madison Square 
Garden skewing that) and should be a strong mentor for Ilya Samsonov in a 1B role. 

Radko Gudas, Signed: $2.5 million AAV, three years 
A rugged defenceman who had a rough year in Washington. Gudas used to be a very underrated 
defender with strong 5-on-5 impacts and can still be effective in a bottom-pairing role, but the price is a 
little high for him, especially in the third year. 

Tyler Motte, Signed: $1.225 million AAV, two years 
A penalty kill specialist, so likely underrated by my model for what he brings to the table there, 
especially considering his playoff effectiveness. However, Motte is one of the league’s least effective 5-
on-5 forwards that severely drags his value down. 

Patrick Maroon, Signed: $900,000 AAV, two years 
Maroon is a great depth forward who uses his size very effectively to drive play at 5-on-5 at both ends of 
the ice. Not much of a scorer anymore, but he can play and has a high chance of being great value at 
$900,000. 
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Bobby Ryan, Signed: $1 million AAV, one year 
A fresh start for Ryan. He isn’t the player he used to be, but he can still provide efficient support scoring 
in a bottom-six role. At $1 million he’s a great value. 

Wayne Simmonds, Signed: $1.5 million AAV, one year 
Simmonds has declined heavily over the past few seasons and doesn’t have much left in the tank from a 
play-driving perspective, but has played in very difficult situations with poor teammates. A one-year deal 
at $1.5 million is fair value though for what he currently provides. 

Dominik Kubalik, Signed: $3.7 million AAV, two years 
Kubalik was excellent in his rookie season, a goal-scoring revelation for the Blackhawks. He doesn’t offer 
much defensively, but he’s a dynamic offensive player who should be well worth his bridge deal. 
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USA TODAY / NHL free agency 2020 live: Breaking down the deals and rumors 
on October 9 
By Jimmy Hascup and Mike Brehm – October 10, 2020 
 

The National Hockey League's unrestricted free agency opens at noon ET on Friday. General managers 
have been busy this week: the draft took place Tuesday and Wednesday, and now they will look to 
infuse more immediate help into their roster. Normally, the free agency period would open July 1, but 
the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent season pause pushed back the NHL's calendar. 

As always is the case, some players will sign quickly, but it's unclear how fast the top free agents will 
make their choices. Defenseman Alex Pietrangelo and winger Taylor Hall lead USA TODAY's top 25 
available free agents, a list that is full of goalies, including Henrik Lundqvist, whose contract was bought 
out by the New York Rangers. 

Follow along below (newest updates are posted at the top) for analysis of the biggest signings and 
rumors: 

Torey Krug lands biggest deal of day 
Torey Krug is signing with the St. Louis Blues on a seven-year, $45.5 million deal. It's the biggest deal of 
the day in both years and total money, though that's far from being a surprise given the 29-year-old 
Krug is one of the top players in this free agent class (No. 4 in USA TODAY Sports' top-25 free agents 
rankings). The Blues inking Krug – a highly-skilled defenseman and power-play quarterback who has put 
up over 40 points in five consecutive seasons with the Boston Bruins – seemingly ends any chances of 
captain (and top free agency target) Alex Pietrangelo returning to St. Louis.  

The Blues agree to terms with defenseman Torey Krug on a 7-year contract worth $45.5 million dollars. 

Vegas re-signs Tomas Nosek 
Tomas Nosek, a valuable depth piece for the Vegas Golden Knights since their inaugural season, has re-
signed with the team on a one-year, $1.25 million deal, according to multiple reports. He recorded eight 
goals and seven assists last season.   

Leafs land a defenseman 
No, not Alex Pietrangelo. But multiple reports say T.J. Brodie is heading to Toronto on a four-year, $20 
million deal. The dependable defenseman played his entire career with the Flames, plays the right side 
and topped 30 points six seasons in a row before dropping to 19 this past season. 

Finally, a big name gets signed! 
Welcome to the #CofRed, @j_markstrom ���� pic.twitter.com/IJewE3JZyz 

— Calgary Flames (@NHLFlames) October 9, 2020 

Jacob Markstrom has parlayed a career season into the richest, and longest, contract of his career, 
signing with Calgary for six years at $36 million, according to reports. The 30-year-old has a career .911 
save percentage. He was the top goalie in USA TODAY's top 25 unrestricted free agents ranking.  

Capitals add Schultz 
Justin Schultz is getting a two-year, $8 million deal, a drop from his previous $5.5 million per year 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nhl/2020/10/09/nhl-free-agency-deals-rumors-analysis/3616305001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nhl/2020/10/09/nhl-free-agency-deals-rumors-analysis/3616305001/
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contract with the Penguins. He can move the puck and has averaged 0.44 points a game in his career, 
but his issue has been injuries. 

Rangers bring in defenseman 
Jack Johnson, who was bought out by the Penguins, gets a one-year, $1.15 million contract, according to 
Capfriendly.com. This is a depth move, and he gets a chance to prove himself before becoming a free 
agent again. He had worked with Rangers assistant coach Jacques Martin in Pittsburgh and knows John 
Davidson from their time in Columbus. 

Shattenkirk to Ducks 
Kevin Shattenkirk's three-year deal with Anaheim carries a $3.9M AAV. 

— Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) October 9, 2020 

Kevin Shattenkirk won a Stanley Cup with the Lightning after being bought out by the Rangers. The $3.9 
million average is added to the $1.4 million a year he'll get in buyout money. Shattenkirk had 34 points 
last season, five more than Anaheim's top-scoring defenseman.  

Predators get depth defenseman 
NEWS: President of Hockey Operations/GM David Poile announced Friday that the #Preds have signed 
defenseman Mark Borowiecki to a two-year, $4 million contract.https://t.co/IGJGxxltNc 

— Nashville Predators (@PredsNHL) October 9, 2020 

Mark Borowiecki adds toughness and was second on the Senators in hits and blocked shots. He set 
career highs in goals (seven) and points (18). 

No trade for Ekman-Larsson 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson's agent Kevin Epp tells me that OEL is staying with the Coyotes: "Time's up." 

— Craig Morgan (@CraigSMorgan) October 9, 2020 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson's agent had given the Coyotes a deadline of noon ET Friday to work out a trade 
deal with the Bruins or Canucks, according to reports. Nothing happened. He carries an $8.25 million cap 
hit, is signed through 2026-27 and has a no-movement clause. 

Panthers add Wennberg 
Wennberg signs a 1 year deal in Florida. $2.25 mil. 

— Darren Dreger (@DarrenDreger) October 9, 2020 

Bought out by the Blue Jackets, Alexander Wennberg has never fulfilled his first-round promise, topping 
out at 13 goals and 59 points in 2016-17. The 26-year-old will be reunited with GM Bill Zito, who was in 
Columbus' front office as assistant general manager for seven years. 

Murray gets big payday 
In my rush to get that tweet out, it's four-year deal for Matt Murray and the #Sens. 6.25 AAV. Salary 
breakdown is this way 2020-21: 4M, 21-22: 6 M 22-23: 7M, 23-24 8M 

— Bruce Garrioch (@SunGarrioch) October 9, 2020 

Senators goalie Matt Murray, acquired this week from the Penguins, will average $6.25 million in his 
new deal. That's up from $3.75 million in his recent three-year deal. He has won two Stanley Cups, he's 
26 and the Senators need to get to the salary cap floor. 
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Khudobin staying put? 
It's OFFICIAL ✅ 

We have signed Anton Khudobin to a three-year contract worth $10 million 

��������� https://t.co/miL9fZpFkt pic.twitter.com/4Hpbf947h2 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) October 9, 2020 

This makes sense for both sides. Anton Khudobin stays with a team that was two wins away from a 
Stanley Cup title. The Stars keep together a strong tandem and have insurance in case Ben Bishop is hurt 
again. 

Holtby to the Canucks 
The Vancouver Canucks have signed UFA goalie Braden Holtby to a 2-year, $8.6M contract ($4.3M AAV). 

— David Pagnotta (@TheFourthPeriod) October 9, 2020 

Thus signals the end of Jacob Markstrom’s tenure with the Canucks. It had been reported that they were 
still trying to keep him, but now it's a lock he will sign elsewhere. While Braden Holtby has won a Vezina 
Trophy and a Stanley Cup, his play has slipped in recent seasons. The Canucks' path to a long season will 
be determined by whether he regains some of his old form. This is not a huge commitment, and it 
should also allow Thatcher Demko to get chances in net as well. He posted a poor .905 save percentage 
during the regular season, but was impressive in four playoff games (.985 percentage in three starts) this 
season. 

Turris to the Oilers 
Kyle Turris was bought out the Predators, where he did not pan out. But he was productive in Ottawa 
and could repeat that if he plays alongside one of the Oilers' skilled forwards.  

Talbot to the Wild 
Cam Talbot, 3 years, $11 million to #mnwild 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) October 9, 2020 

Cam Talbot (.919 save percentage) had a better season than Devan Dubnyk, whom the Wild traded to 
the Sharks. The three years seems long for a 33-year-old, but Talbot could serve as a bridge for young 
goalie Kaapo Kahkonen. 

Lundqvist signs with Capitals 
It's official: #NYR legend Henrik Lundqvist is signing with ... the Washington #Capitals 

Details here ��� https://t.co/R8JXDJvMzc@usatodaysports @lohudsports @TheRecordSports 
@APPSportsDesk @NHLRumorsDaily @myNHLTradeRumor 

— Vince Z. Mercogliano (@vzmercogliano) October 9, 2020 

In a move that has been reported to happen over the past few days, Henrik Lundqvist won't have to go 
far from New York and will stay in the same division as the Rangers on a one-year $1.5 million deal. Ilya 
Samsonov is the Capitals' goalie of the future, but he has never held a full-time job in the NHL, was 
inconsistent last season (.913 save percentage) and also suffered an off-ice injury (he is expected to be 
ready for training camp) during the season pause. Lundqvist likely wanted more than just a back-up role, 
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and he will get it with a Capitals team that is still in win-now mode. Alex Ovechkin and Lundqvist on the 
same team should be fun, and the rivalry with the Rangers adds another twist. 

Panthers add toughness 
According to Sportnet's Elliotte Friedman, the Panthers have signed Radko Gudas to a three-year, $7.5 
million deal. Gudas had 15 points in 63 games with the Capitals last season. He has a total of 619 penalty 
minutes in 479 games. 

Lightning return key veterans 
Hearing Pat Maroon (2 x $900k) and Luke Schenn (1 x $800k) have both agreed to terms to return to 
#GoBolts 

— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) October 9, 2020 

Patrick Maroon was emblematic of the shift the Lightning took to get tougher and more physical this 
Stanley Cup-winning season. He has won back-to-back Cups with two different teams, though he won't 
be able to extend the streak this season with a different one. Luke Schenn will continue to provide depth 
on the blue line.  

Ryan to Red Wings 
This will be a one-year deal worth $1 million for Bobby Ryan and Red Wings. https://t.co/5kBJHRJGQE 

— Craig Custance (@CraigCustance) October 9, 2020 

Bobby Ryan, the Masterton Trophy winner, was bought out by the Senators. His top season over the last 
four is 15 goals, but he has topped 20 goals six times and could slot into Detroit's top six. He had 
treatment this past season for alcohol addiction.  

Johnson put on waivers 
Tyler Johnson (TB) on waivers 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) October 9, 2020 

The Lightning were trying to find a way to trade Tyler Johnson and his $5 million cap hit through 2024 
because they only have about $5 million in cap space this offseason. They still need to re-sign restricted 
free agents Erik Cernak, Mikhail Sergachev and Anthony Cirelli and add a defenseman or two. Now, 
teams can claim Johnson for his remaining salary without giving up assets. Johnson had 31 points in 65 
regular-season games last year. He is a four-time 20-plus goal scorer.  

Simmonds goes to Toronto 
Simmonds signs with #LeafsForever 1-year $1.5 million. Full no movement clause. Left more $ on table 
for desire to win and play for hometown. @Sportsnet #NHLFreeAgency 

— Anthony Stewart (@StuMunrue) October 9, 2020 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas said this offseason that he would try to make his team harder 
to play against, and Wayne Simmonds provides that element. He is also an asset on the power play as a 
net-front presence. 

Sabres re-sign Girgensons 
The Sabres held on to penalty-killing center Zemgus Girgensons, signing him to a three-year contract 
averaging $2.2 million. He made $1.6 million last season, when he tied his career best with 11 even-
strength goals. 
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Vegas trades Stastny 
Pending a trade call, the VGK have traded Paul Statsny to Wpg for a 4th in 2022 and Carl Dahlstrom 

— Darren Dreger (@DarrenDreger) October 9, 2020 

The Golden Knights have been looking for ways to clear cap space, and trading center Paul Stastny and 
his $6.5 million cap hit does just that. There have been reports that they are interested in defenseman 
Alex Pietrangelo, and if they can trade goalie Marc-Andre Fleury ($7 million for the next two years), they 
would be in good shape to make a big play. With Bryan Little's status unclear moving forward after being 
hit by a puck in the ear in November, the Jets needed a scoring-line center. Update: Doctors have told 
Little he should not play this season, GM Kevin Cheveldayoff told reporters. 

Blue Jackets have space to spend 
The Blue Jackets could be players in free agency. They have $14 million in cap space after buying out 
forward Alexander Wennberg and trading defenseman Ryan Murray to the Devils and defenseman 
Markus Nutivaara to the Panthers. 

Buyouts  
As teams try to free up cap space, several notable names have seen their contracts get bought out. Here 
are the players who are now set to be unrestricted free agents: Forwards Alexander Wennberg, Kyle 
Turris, Justin Abdelkader, Michael Grabner and Bobby Ryan and defensemen Karl Alzner and Jack 
Johnson and goalies Henrik Lundqvist and Cory Schneider. 

Pandemic effect 
The biggest factor affecting the craziness of the day will be the coronavirus pandemic. To some extent, 
each team in the league has been impacted. When will the next season start? Commissioner Gary 
Bettman said on first night of draft that the target was Jan. 1. But will fans be in attendance, and will it 
be an 82-game season? That will affect a team's bottom-line financials. The salary cap will stay flat for 
next season at $81.5 million. Will the marquee free agents command as long and as big a deal? Will 
there be more bargain signings? Will there be more free agents left unsigned after Day 1, and how long 
will it take them to figure out their next landing spot?   

 


