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Hurricanes forwards have an established core, so what can we expect from them? 
 

By Sara Civian  

 

The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun graced us with his most recent 
update on the 2020-21 NHL season Tuesday morning. 

I will turn his two cents into four and agree that a Jan. 1 start 
would shock me at this point, but I’m still optimistic there will 
be a season. While we all twiddle our thumbs and wait for an 
actual decision and some details, let’s take a look at who the 
Hurricanes are icing up front this season and what we should 
expect from each player 

First Line 

Andrei Svechnikov, LW: Few occurrences in this life bring 
the people of hockey Twitter together like an NHL Network 
ranking. Every time I tell myself, “It’s just a list, it doesn’t 
matter.” But every time they manage to leave something out 
or put something in just egregious enough to warrant a rage 
tweet. I was glad to see that they pulled through for us, even 
in these uncertain times, when they left Andrei Svechnikov 
off their recent list of top 20 wingers in the NHL. The 
description of the article itself lists “the ability to score thrilling 
goals” as a criteria for this list. Do the first and only two 
lacrosse goals in NHL history not entertain you? Anyway, 
fans knew what was up and voted Svechnikov the sixth best. 
It’s hard not to get excited about Svechnikov’s third NHL 
season considering how well the last two went and knowing 
he hasn’t even hit his prime years yet — then you consider 
the strength of his supporting cast. The expectations are high 
but that’s how they’re supposed to be. 

Sebastian Aho, C: Aho proved he could fully handle 1C 
responsibilities last season, adding back some offensive flair 
with 38 goals in 68 games — that’s eight more than his 30 in 
82 games in 2018-19. As this core gets older (it feels wrong 
using that word when they’re barely approaching their mid-
20s — as it gets … less young), there’s more pressure for 
Aho to lead his peers in high-stakes moments. Historically, it 
can take him a while to turn the offensive jets on but once he 
does he goes on stretches where he’s pacing the entire 
league in points. Last February’s 14-game point streak, for 
example, was the longest active streak in the NHL and the 
third longest in Hurricanes franchise history. The dismantling 
of Tony DeAngelo in the return to play seems like a first 
signature playoff moment. We’ll see how Aho eases into 
even more responsibility, but it’s looking promising. I’ll say it 
now: 40-goal club. 

Teuvo Teravainen, RW: Teravainen was also suspiciously 
missing from the top 20 wingers in the NHL list, but anyone 
who watches the Canes will tell you his sneaky multi-point 
nights drag the Canes to wins quite often. You know exactly 
what to expect out of Teravainen: consistency and passing. 
Really, really good passing. I would be shocked if any of that 
changes. Teravainen and Aho turning the penalty kill into a 
power play is the only consistent thing in my life. 

Second line 

Nino Niederreiter, LW: Let’s assume the Canes give 
Niederreiter first crack at 2LW, but the fact that we have to 
question it to begin with shows us where we’re at with this 
one. For reference, Niederreiter came to the Canes in 2018-
19 and scored 30 points and a plus-seven rating in 36 
games, then tallied 29 points and a minus-three in 67 games 
in 2019-20. Regression was expected, but at certain points 
Niederreiter was delegated to the fourth line, and most didn’t 
expect that much regression. The Victor Rask-for-Nino trade 
will forever live in Hurricanes lore and is still an objective win 
for the Canes, but you’d like to see Niederreiter establish a 
more consistent presence this season — especially at an 
AAV of $5.25 million. 

Vincent Trocheck, C: Trocheck immediately fit in with “the 
system” when he arrived at the trade deadline last season. 
He helped Martin Necas grow into his NHL role and he 
deserved better in the playoffs with a few near-goals. I could 
see this line getting true second-line minutes this season and 
letting Jordan Staal’s line become more of a functional 
checking line. 

Martin Necas, RW: Do I think Necas will one day grow into a 
solid NHL center? Yes. Is there any rush? No, especially 
considering how well he fits on this line. His skill in both 
shooting and passing has been obvious, but look out for 
improvement in play away from the puck and/or an increase 
in strength when the season starts up. I expect an expanded 
role on the power play and less of a willingness to get 
pushed around. 

Third line 

Ryan Dzingel, LW: Here’s where things get messy — it’d be 
totally reasonable if Dzingel gets the nod at 2LW or floats 
around somewhere on the fourth line, so let’s put him in the 
middle. He had a great pre-playoff training camp but didn’t 
get much of an opportunity during the playoffs (*gestures 
towards stacked forward lines and the emergence of Morgan 
Geekie*). So I could see some sort of chip-on-the-shouldery 
redemption arc brewing this season, but I could also see a 
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fade into the bottom six with the strength of the rest of the 
roster. This is, to me, one of the most intriguing storylines of 
the forward group this season, because seventh-round 
Dzingel isn’t new to the chip-on-the-shoulder life and strikes 
me as someone who could thrive with the competition. 

Jordan Staal, C: Finally, Staal gets to do his thing on a 
potential no-nonsense checking line. Nothing to ponder 
about here except what the hair’s going to look like upon 
returning to play. 

Jesper Fast, RW: No one’s going to replace Justin Williams’ 
off-ice presence, but Fast’s seventh season with the Rangers 
in 2019-20 ended with 12 goals, 17 assists (29 points), a 
plus-16 rating and 125 hits in 69 games. He can handle the 
third-line responsibilities. He also said he’s excited to play for 
Rod Brind’Amour, and when you take a closer look at his 
two-way game that makes sense. I wouldn’t expect some 
goal-scoring machine bursting into the Hurricanes locker 
room like the Kool-Aid Man, but he fits with this team. 

Fourth line 

Warren Foegele, LW: The Canes just signed Foegele to a 
fair, two-year, $2.15 million bridge-esque contract out of 
restricted free agency. This will be a telling year for Foegele 
in pursuit of proving himself and/or defining his role as either 
a top-six or bottom-six NHL player. He can keep up with 
anyone on the team in terms of speed, hence his visits on 
the first line, but where does he really fit? 

Jordan Martinook/Morgan Geekie, C: Fourth-line center is 
the toughest projection of all the Canes’ forwards. You have 
Martinook, tried-and-true veteran (has he reached veteran 
status? Discuss …). He adds an undeniable spark and would 
probably play goalie if you asked him — but he’s just as 
effective playing the wing. Then you have Hurricanes legend, 
Geekie, who earned his playoff roster spot and played pretty 
well in the postseason, all things considered. You could 
always shift Martinook to right wing, but then where does 
Brock McGinn go? I bet the fourth line will be a constant 
rotation throughout the season, and that just means the 
Canes have more true depth at forward should an injury 
occur. 

Brock McGinn, RW: What a world we’re living in, where 
McGinn could fulfill his perfect role as an above-average 
fourth liner and Canes fans will no longer have to complain 
about his over-usage. I’m not sure if this will actually happen 
considering how much Brind’Amour trusts him 
(understandable), but this might be the year you get to 
simply appreciate McGinn for the person he is, and that’s a 
beautiful thing, am I right? 

 

 

 

 

 
Hurricanes defensemen are among the NHL’s best, so what can we expect from them? 
 

By Sara Civian 

 

We went over the Hurricanes 2020-21 forward group earlier 
this week as we twiddled our thumbs waiting on return to 
play updates. Here we remain, twiddling our thumbs. 

Let’s start thinking about what to expect from the defense. 

First pair 

Jaccob Slavin, LD: With the Hurricanes’ return to the playoffs 
in 2018-19 came the rest of the hockey world waking up to 
how good Slavin is. He’s always had a skill for breaking up 
plays without racking up penalties and top tier vision, but 
after that season I recall him telling me that he wanted to 
improve his offensive game. Last season, he ended up with 
a career-high 36 points (six goals, 30 assists) in 68 games 
while maintaining a plus-30 rating. Compare that to eight 
goals and 23 assists in 82 games in the previous season. I 
see no reason to believe Mr. Accuracy will slow down — 
especially assuming the man to his right stays healthy. 

Dougie Hamilton, RD: Speaking of the man to his right, 
Dougie Hamilton went from Rod Brind’Amour’s self-
proclaimed most valuable player to a broken fibula that 
sidelined him as he was gaining traction in the Norris Trophy 
race. As unfortunate as that was, you could see his impact 

immediately upon his absence — even with one of the most 
stacked blue lines in the NHL holding it down. You also saw 
how much he means to the team off the ice, which has 
obviously been a subject of contention throughout his NHL 
career. I can’t be the only one looking forward to watching 
Hamilton try to improve on where he peaked last season, this 
time in the biggest contract year of his career. 

Second pair 

Brady Skjei?, LD: I expect the second and third pairings to 
play all sorts of musical chairs as the 2020-21 season rages 
on, but Skjei is a likely candidate for 2LD. Skjei arrived at the 
trade deadline somewhat unexpectedly, and there was an 
adjustment period after spending his entire career with the 
Rangers. He seemed to get more comfortable during the 
playoffs, with that huge hit against former/future teammate 
Jesper Fast and two assists while the team was struggling to 
produce much of anything. It will be interesting to see what 
he can do next to a stabilizer like Brett Pesce, who makes 
everyone around him better. 

Brett Pesce, RD: Pesce was extremely frustrated not being 
able to enter the bubble and return for the playoffs while 
recovering from a March 5 shoulder surgery last season, but 
he’ll be ready to go for whenever training camp is this year. 
His role as a shutdown defenseman and on the penalty kill 
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can’t be understated. He led the Canes in shorthanded ice 
time with an average of 3:16 per game (you remember how 
many penalties this team takes, right?), and the Canes’ PK 
somehow finished fourth in the league at 84 percent. Pesce 
is loved by his teammates for moments like this, when he 
suffered a gruesome blown-up vein, returned to the game 
and almost won it in overtime. Pesce’s will to win and his 
ability to make all of his partners better were missed during 
the postseason maybe more than some of us realized. 

(James Guillory / USA Today) 

Third pair 

Jake Gardiner, LD: Gardiner could easily slide in and out of 
the 2LD spot as he approaches the 10th season of his 
polarizing NHL career. Last season was a microcosm of that 
career with all-over-the-place stats to back it up. He’s a high-
event player and he’s going to have his low lows and high 
highs. By any account, his four goals, 24 points and minus-
24 stat line wasn’t ideal last season (the plus/minus was a 
team-worst). Namely, he was expected to contribute more on 
the power play when in reality the Canes had over 40 
percent more expected goals on the man advantage when 
he wasn’t on the ice, according to Natural Stat Trick. We 
could fight all day if that’s just a case of bad luck, and I’m 
sure in some instances it was. You’d just like to see Gardiner 
chipping in more where it counts. 

Haydn Fleury, RD: Has Fleury finally done enough to not 
worry if he’ll be kicked out of the lineup on a game-to-game 
basis? I would hope so. In the playoffs, he was one of the 

best Hurricanes skaters — full stop — and scored two goals 
on an offense-starved team. The Canes rewarded him with a 
two-year, $1.3 million AAV deal last month. You saw when 
his usage rate went up throughout the season, his 
confidence followed accordingly. It wasn’t just about the late-
season and playoff production, but at 6-foot-3 and 221 
pounds, he was finally able to translate to the NHL the 
physicality we saw him use in the AHL. The question for 
Fleury now won’t be “Will he stay in the lineup?” it’ll be “How 
far can he take this?” 

Extras 

Jake Bean: Jake Bean is becoming what Haydn Fleury once 
was; the Canes roster is still too stacked to give him even a 
short leash. If he can’t come in and look like a bona fide NHL 
player, why would they replace the other bona fide NHL 
players? It isn’t necessarily fair, but Bean is really going to 
have to wow if he’s going to crack the Hurricanes lineup 
barring any injuries. We’ve all seen him crush it at the AHL 
level, but is that enough on a team like this? 

Joakim Ryan: The Canes signed Ryan to a one-year, two-
way deal paying $700,000 at the NHL level and $150,000 at 
the AHL level in October. He’s played in 141 NHL games 
between the Kings and Sharks and 20 NHL playoff games. 
This is the perfect defensive depth acquisition for the playoffs 
or David Ayres night 2.0. 

 
 

 
Pandemic Punts: Will patient Hurricanes finally get in a hurry in 2020-21? 

By James O'Brien 

Hurry, Hurricanes 

Following some truly lean years when their former playoff 
drought began in 2009-10, the Carolina Hurricanes then 
became a fashionable dark horse pick, year after year. For a 
while, the Hurricanes couldn’t quite convert those fancy stats 
into playoff berths. Then, they took another step with two 
straight playoff appearances, but fell well short against the 
Boston Bruins each time. 

That “close, but no cigar” feeling hangs over these Carolina 
Hurricanes. Maybe it gnaws. 

Consider that, during the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs, things 
were skin-tight between the Hurricanes and Bruins early on. 
A tight 2-1 series that easily could’ve been locked up 2-2 
spiraled out of control starting with a groaner of a Jake 
DeBrusk goal against James Reimer, 

From there, the Bruins turned that Game 4 around, and 
ultimately punted the Hurricanes out of the playoffs in five 
games. 

If the Hurricanes eventually go on to big and better things, 
then these setbacks can be part of the “learning process” 
medley for their championship DVD(s).* That if lingers like a 
toothache, though. 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/author/cyclelikesedins/
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/26426/jake-debrusk
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/26426/jake-debrusk
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/24239/james-reimer
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2020/08/17/bruins-win-game-4-with-stunning-comeback-hurricanes-face-elimination/
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Sometimes good teams do incrementally improve to great 
ones. Put together enough baby steps, and maybe you take 
a leap. But there are also sports teams that seem like they’re 
going to knock on the door, only to miss their window for 
bigger things altogether. 

For the patient Hurricanes, one must ask: how much longer 
must fans wait for this team to break through? If the 2020-21 
Hurricanes end up having to punt on their season, who gets 
flushed out? 

* – Do sports teams still make those? Save me the Google 
search. 

With key decisions looming, Hurricanes were very quiet in 
offseason 

With less than $1 million in cap space according to Cap 
Friendly, you could argue that the Hurricanes were boxed 
into a corner when it came to trying to improve during the 
offseason. 

Besides, supporters would argue that the Hurricanes have 
been aggressive with recent and semi-recent moves. They 
brought in Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, and Brady 
Skjei via trades during the past couple seasons. That trio 
accounts for more than $15M in AAV. Not exactly “standing 
pat.” 

Still, we’ve seen seemingly cap-strapped teams get creative 
to improve. Look at the Vegas Golden Knights, a franchise 
that’s made bold move after bold move to take that next step. 

Granted, not every Golden Knights move seems perfectly 
wise. Then again, you can say the same for the Hurricanes 
adding Brady Skjei, the type of defenseman who doesn’t 
exactly fit their analytics-friendly reputation. (Did Don 
Waddell squeeze that one in during a retreat when Eric 
Tulsky wasn’t in attendance, like when Paul Fenton wiggled 
the ill-fated Niederreiter trade into existence for Minnesota?) 

Fair or not, it’s frustrating to see the Hurricanes ask for the 
check instead of indulging in the goalie buffet in free agency. 
Yes, Reimer (32, $3.4M cap hit) and Petr Mrazek (28, 
$3.125M) are under contract through 2021-22. But what if 
you could’ve bribed a team to take one of them off of your 
hands, then pursued, say, Corey Crawford? 

Amid the Hurricanes’ many successes as a team-builder, 
their shaky goaltending frequently dilutes such advantages. 

And at about $6.5M AAV, it’s not as though the Hurricanes 
are killing it in value in that category, either. 

It all sets the stage for a crucial 2020-21 season for 
Hurricanes 

Generally, smart teams take a zen approach to 
improvement. Wait until those seams open. Take what the 
defense gives you; don’t throw into double coverage. 

Maybe that’s how the Hurricanes view seeking out 
goaltending upgrades? Or the next big move? Going bolder 
could’ve meant forcing it. 

Either way, the 2020-21 season may dictate key aspects of 
this Hurricanes team. 

As we’ve explored, both Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie 
Hamilton enter contract years. 

There’s still plenty of time to hash out both situations. When 
it comes to RFA extensions, there have been successes in 
being proactive, but also waiting until the last minute. 
Sebastian Aho, for example, is on a pretty Hurricanes-
friendly deal despite being the target of an ultra-rare offer 
sheet. So the Hurricanes don’t need to extend Svechnikov, 
necessarily. 

(I’d still do it ASAP if I were in their shoes, though.) 

With Hamilton, it’s fair to realize that teams can sometimes 
regret extending the contract of an older defenseman. While 
Hamilton is leaps and bounds better than former Hurricanes 
defenseman Justin Faulk (in my opinion), the Hurricanes 
may note how bad the Faulk extension looks for the Blues. 

The biggest potential Hurricanes punts for 2020-21 are those 
goalies, Reimer and Mrazek. Theoretically, the Hurricanes 
could move things around at the trade deadline. Maybe they 
could swap one of those two out for a goalie on an expiring 
contract, like Antti Raanta, Tuukka Rask, or Marc-Andre 
Fleury? 

Being that several mid-level forwards are also on expiring 
contracts (Ryan Dzingel, Jordan Martinook, etc.), there’s also 
room to punt if the Hurricanes’ 2020-21 season goes 
sideways. 

Rather than taking a step back, big strides forward would be 
the ideal for the Hurricanes in 2020-21. Whether the 
Hurricanes get in a hurry or not. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.capfriendly.com/teams/hurricanes
https://www.capfriendly.com/teams/hurricanes
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25253/vincent-trocheck
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/24822/nino-niederreiter
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25514/brady-skjei
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25514/brady-skjei
https://theathletic.com/1112113/2019/08/02/the-downfall-of-paul-fenton-inside-the-gms-turbulent-14-months-with-the-wild/
https://theathletic.com/1112113/2019/08/02/the-downfall-of-paul-fenton-inside-the-gms-turbulent-14-months-with-the-wild/
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/24962/petr-mrazek
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/23448/corey-crawford
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2020/10/02/hurricanes-in-contract-extension-talks-with-svechnikov/
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/27377/andrei-svechnikov
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2020/11/13/dougie-hamilton-contract-extension-among-looming-hurricanes-decisions/
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25195/dougie-hamilton
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25195/dougie-hamilton
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/24867/justin-faulk
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25748/antti-raanta
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/23743/tuukka-rask
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/23399/marc-andre-fleury
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/23399/marc-andre-fleury
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25376/ryan-dzingel
https://www.rotoworld.com/hockey/nhl/player/25553/jordan-martinook
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When will the Wolfpack, Hurricanes play games again in PNC Arena? 
 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

N.C. State will be playing basketball in PNC Arena this 
month and the Carolina Hurricanes could have games 
beginning in January, president and general manager Don 
Waddell indicated Thursday. 

The Centennial Authority, an appointed body that is the 
arena landlord, on Thursday approved a request by N.C. 
State that it play 10 ACC men’s games and one 
nonconference game at the arena this season, and with 
reduced game-day rent. 

The first Wolfpack basketball game at the arena will be Dec. 
19 against Campbell. N.C. State hosts North Carolina on 
Dec. 22 in its first home ACC game. 

There has been no announced start to a new NHL season. 
Commissioner Gary Bettman has set Jan. 1, 2021 as a 
target opening date but nothing has been finalized as the 
league and the NHL Players Association continue 
discussions on various issues. 

“We have a disagreement right now between the union and 
management as far as how many games we’re going to play 
this year and how the players’ salaries are going to be 
reflected there,” Waddell said in an update to the authority. “I 
think we’re going to come to a resolution there in the next 
few days. 

“I don’t have the crystal ball but I know the commissioner has 
been saying Jan. 1. I think it will be sometime in January that 
we will be playing games at PNC Arena but we just don’t 
have anything definite as of yet.” 

Different scenarios have been discussed for a 2020 NHL 
season -- potentially a 60-game regular season, with the 
Stanley Cup playoffs to end in July. There also has been talk 
of having the teams split in regional divisions, including an 

all-Canadian division because of travel restrictions during the 
pandemic. 

The NHL and NHLPA must first agree on such pressing 
issues as salary deferral and escrow totals. Bettman, 
speaking Wednesday to a Sports Business Journal panel, 
said the league was not attempting to renegotiate the 
collective bargaining agreement that was reached in July as 
the players agreed on a Return to Play postseason format to 
conclude a 2019-20 season. 

With coronavirus cases spiking, any games played at PNC 
Arena -- basketball or hockey -- likely will initially be held 
without spectators. Both the Hurricanes and N.C. State are 
considering various attendance plans in case the capacity 
restrictions for indoor events change during the season. 

The Hurricanes last played in PNC Arena on Feb. 28 against 
the Colorado Avalanche. The Wolfpack’s last home game 
was March 6 against Wake Forest. The arena went dark 
after a March 13 concert. 

Under the arena use agreement, N.C. State is required to 
play a minimum of 15 men’s games at PNC Arena each 
season. The News & Observer reported in November that 
NCSU requested that be changed to 11 games this season 
because of the pandemic and that the game-day rent, 
normally $58,000 per home game, be lowered to $13,925 -- 
an estimate of PNC Arena’s game-day expenses under the 
current capacity restriction. 

The authority unanimously approved the NCSU request 
Thursday. 

The Hurricanes and the authority have agreed on a lease 
extension term sheet and continue to have attorneys oversee 
the process of finalizing an agreement. The authority went 
into a closed session Thursday for a further update on those 
talks and adjourned without further public discussion. 
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The Athletic / ‘There’s just no dance partners’: Why the NHL is in a major 
transactions pause 

 

By Thomas Drance Dec 2, 2020 

 

There was no holiday shopping, no Black Friday sales in the NHL this 
past weekend. 

In fact, it’s been nearly seven and a half weeks since two NHL teams last 
completed a trade, way back on Canadian Thanksgiving. It’s been 
exactly one month since Nov. 2, the day the Edmonton Oilers signed 
Dominik Kahun to a one-year, one-way contract worth $975,000. 

Since the Kahun signing, there hasn’t been a single unrestricted free 
agent that has put their signature on a one-way deal with an NHL team, 
which is remarkable considering the quality of the players still available. 

Over the span of a stunted month of hockey business, with NHL teams in 
obvious need of a diuretic, the news has been sparse. Occasionally 
teams have locked up their own restricted free agents, with good young 
players like Jake DeBrusk and Mikhail Sergachev agreeing to relatively 
short, conservative bridge contracts over the past couple of weeks. And a 
few, low-risk two-way deals have been done. 

Still, this most uncertain NHL offseason has entered a period of 
unprecedented stasis as teams and players await clarity on what exactly 
the 2020-21 season will look like. 

It would be unthinkable in more ordinary times for the month of August to 
unfold in full without a single UFA signing, or even a minor trade, but 
that’s essentially what the industry just endured in November. Of course, 
there’s nothing ordinary about this exceptional offseason. 

Aside from the latest sally in ongoing labour negotiations between the 
NHL and the NHLPA, the conduct of normal NHL business has been 
unnervingly placid on the surface over the past month. And yet there is 
the usual churn of conversation and negotiation taking place just beneath 
it. Organizations are still laying groundwork with various UFAs. 

There is widespread anticipation that once the NHL and the NHLPA 
come to a revised agreement for the new season, a second wave of 
offseason activity will begin. This will have to be the case, it seems, since 
there’s a couple of teams that will need to clear cap space in trades just 
to be cap compliant. And, of course, there are some very good UFAs still 
unsigned. 

For the moment, though, that’s on hold. And at this point, it’s not just the 
teams that are preferring to take a wait and see approach. 

“In early November teams were calling every day. Now it’s every other 
day,” one prominent player agent, representing one of the top remaining 
UFAs told The Athletic. “They’re still indicating interest, but some of them 
are waiting. And some of it is us. We want to wait too. 

“We want to see what develops out of this. At this point, it doesn’t make 
sense to do something until we know what things look like … If we 
wanted to have signed already, we could’ve done that. Then again, those 
teams we could’ve signed with haven’t done anything else yet either. It’s 
like a very long engagement, or like there’s 31 people at the dance, but 
there’s just no dance partners.” 

From the point of view of the UFAs, the available opportunities could shift 
based on how exactly the NHL and NHLPA decide to proceed with a 
pandemic-abbreviated 2021 campaign. And there’s still significant 
uncertainty on that score, with some NHL front offices even wondering if 
the details provided to teams have been intentionally scant to this point. 

It makes sense. If NHL teams were able to anticipate whatever 
provisional rules will govern things like ordinary course recalls, then 
bigger market clubs would surely move to exploit those rules to gain a 
competitive edge. 

How, for example, will the NHL and the NHLPA react to the challenge of 
calling up depth players to a Canadian-based NHL club from their 
American-based AHL affiliate, with a closed border and quarantine 
restrictions? And if the league takes the extraordinary step of granting 
teams extended taxi squads, featuring several additional roster slots 
beyond the traditional 23-man rosters that are considered “below the line” 
for cap accounting purposes, what’s to stop a traditional cash flow team 
from loading up on several $1 million depth players that can be 
reassigned and disappear from a team’s cap sheet at will, perhaps 
without even passing through waivers? 

How would that possibility impact the NHL’s carefully maintained 
competitive balance? 

Once there’s clarity on the rules that will govern the management of NHL 
rosters for 2020-21, that could open up additional opportunities for the 
remaining unsigned UFAs. 

“That’s what I’d expect, but it’s certainly going to be a buyer’s market,” 
said the player agent. 

As for trade talks, one general manager told The Athletic that he was 
surprised by how quiet it’s been on the trade front over the past few 
weeks. 

Teams are still talking with one another and laying some groundwork, but 
the tenor of conversations between NHL general managers is 
increasingly preoccupied with information sharing on the logistical heavy 
lifting — including navigating a varied patchwork of local health 
regulations in various NHL markets — that will accompany the return of 
NHL competition during the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Multiple sources pointed to the San Jose Sharks’ situation — where the 
same Santa Clara County restrictions impacting the San Francisco 49ers 
have already caused the club to modify their informal workouts — as an 
example of the types of situations that all NHL clubs are closely 
monitoring. 

It’s a useful reminder that returning to play in a safe manner, and in a 
way that’s consistent with the competitive integrity of the league, has 
shifted to become the primary concern and responsibility of managers 
across the sport. 

No one wants to see the NHL equivalent of the situation that the 
quarterback-less Denver Broncos ended up in this past weekend. The 
emergency backup goalie might be fun every once in a while, doubly so 
when it involves the Toronto Maple Leafs, but if it were a frequent 
occurrence as teams play through a regular season against the backdrop 
of the pandemic’s second wave, it wouldn’t be in the best interest of 
quality of play. 

Meanwhile, there are five UFA forwards that produced at least 30 points 
during 2019-20 — including a consistent 30-goal scorer in Mike Hoffman 
— still available and an additional handful of forwards that could be 
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useful depth pieces, Ilya Kovalchuk, Corey Perry, Andreas Athanasiou, 
Michael Grabner and Conor Sheary among them. 

On the back end, there’s four unsigned defenders that logged at least 20 
minutes per game last season, including relatively big-name players like 
Zdeno Chara and Travis Hamonic. All told, 14 unsigned free agent 
defenders played at least 15 minutes per game while appearing in at 
least 20 contests. Yet in a league where defensive depth is always at a 
premium, these players have gone through nearly two months of the 
offseason without a contract. 

These are players that can help teams win games. And it’s why we can 
expect a small, conservative flurry of offseason action whenever the NHL 
locks in their dates, their rules and the plan for the 2021 season. Until the 
machinery of NHL business grinds back into action, however, teams and 
players alike will be stuck in this holding pattern. 

In the meantime, it’s now clear as the holiday season begins that the 
NHL is enduring its second pause of 2020. 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.03.2020 

 
 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL, NHLPA collaboration remains clouded with Jan. 1 
start in question 

 

Chris Johnston 

 

According to Gary Bettman, there’s been no ultimatum. 

In fact, the NHL commissioner says it’s not even fair to characterize his 
recent discussions with the NHL Players’ Association as a renegotiation 
of July’s labour agreement because so much of the landscape has 
changed. 

There will need to be a complete realignment for the 2020-21 NHL 
season to be played, including the creation of an all-Canadian Division. 
The sides will have to agree on a modified schedule, and another batch 
of health and safety protocols, and determine whether games are played 
in each team’s arena or regional hubs. 

"We’re not actually having negotiations and we’re not seeking to 
renegotiate," Bettman said Wednesday during an appearance at the 
Sports Business Journal’s ‘Dealmakers in Sports’ conference. "We made 
a number of assumptions collectively over the summer, most of which 
are not applicable anymore. There are a lot of things that we have to deal 
with if we’re going to return to play." 

And, yes, those could even include financial considerations if they go 
ahead with a season that might not even see a single ticket sold. The 
players clearly prefer the terms included in the July 10 Memorandum of 
Understanding -- which called for them to lose 20 per cent of their 
paycheques to escrow in 2020-21, with another 10 per cent deferred -- 
but Bettman indicated that two recent proposals tabled on behalf of the 
owners calling for increased deferral and escrow payments were made in 
an effort to keep everything in balance during a tough year. 

"Under our [collective bargaining] deal, and the one we’ve had for more 
than a decade with the players’ association, whatever the revenues are 
the players only get 50 per cent,” said Bettman. “And if we overpay them 
and they don’t pay us back in the short term, they have to pay us back 
over time. There will be stresses on the system and we’ve had 
discussions about what those stresses are and how they might be dealt 
with, but we’re not trying to say ‘You must do X, Y and Z.’ We’re trying to 
look for ways to continue to work together. 

“I know it’s being portrayed as something else and it’s unfortunate and 
it’s inaccurate because at the end of day if the system gets stressed it’s 
going to be stressed for both of us.” 

Part of that characterization stems from the chilly reception those offers 
got from the NHLPA’s executive board last month. They put an abrupt 
halt to financial discussions with the league for more than a week. 

The league submitted two proposals in mid-November. The first asked 
for changes solely to the upcoming season. Deferred compensation went 
to 20 per cent; escrow to 25. There were no other alterations. 

The second asked for deferred compensation to be raised to 26 per cent 
for next season. Escrow was not touched until years four-to-six of the 
CBA, rising from six per cent to between 8.5 and nine. 

The issue boils down to who gets paid what and when and, for the 
players at least, there is a question of principle here because they 
believe those matters were settled in July. The CBA extension 
contemplated the players accumulating debt to the owners against their 
50-50 share to the point that it calls for an extra year to be tacked on if 
that debt falls between $125 and $250 million after 2024-25. 

So far, the players haven’t shown much willingness to alter the existing 
agreement. 

“If we have to pay out lots of cash -- two-thirds of which is going to come 
back to us -- that may cause some stress but we can, or we’ll have to, 
deal with it if we’re going to move forward,” said Bettman. “And by the 
same token if the players owe us more money than anybody imagined, 
the salary cap could well be flat or close to flat for the next five or six 
years and players into the future will be repaying what we’re owed. So 
the question isn’t, like, ‘Woah, we demand a renegotiation.’ 

“To the contrary, it’s ‘we see the way the system’s going to be impacted 
is it something that makes sense to deal with in the context of everything 
else that we may have to do, which is out of the ordinary and 
unanticipated in order to be in a position to possibly play?” 

Bettman continues to target Jan. 1 as a start to the regular season even 
as a number of team sources have been questioning how that would be 
logistically possible. During his Wednesday chat, he noted that the 
league’s willingness to put off naming hosts for the return-to-play bubbles 
in the summer eventually led them to the safety of Edmonton and 
Toronto, which was an abrupt turn from an earlier plan (which was going 
to see Vegas and Vancouver host the games). 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

The NHL is willing to condense training camps, according to Bettman, 
and will likely have teams play just one or two exhibition games. But the 
start day for the regular season also hinges heavily on the spread of 
COVID-19 and regional health restrictions. 

“That is a work in progress influenced largely by what we’re hearing from 
the medical experts and we talk to some pretty highly placed people 
without name-dropping,” said Bettman. “Covid is going through a second 
wave, which could be worse than the first wave and between [U.S.] 
Thanksgiving and the aftermath and what they think is going to happen 
for Christmas and the aftermath, we are taking our time and making sure 
that as we look for ways to move forward we’re focused on health and 
safety and doing the right things.” 

The success of the playoffs was built on a spirit of cooperation between 
the NHL and NHLPA, not to mention the buy-in of players inside the 
bubble. There wasn’t a confirmed positive test among the more than 
33,000 administered over two months. 

That’s what makes this maneuvering towards the 2020-21 season so 
interesting. There doesn’t seem to be quite the same level of goodwill. 
Bettman was measured during his 20-minute appearance with the Sports 
Business Journal, but still seemed to hint at the fact the NHL maintained 
its rights in the MOU to use SPC Paragraph 17 -- which is the so-called 
force majeure clause covering cessation of a season. 

“We have been absolutely unequivocal with the players that we’re not 
attempting to renegotiate, OK?” said Bettman. “And by the way, there are 
letters in the agreement which we don’t have to get into, that were put in 
for our benefit in the event things got out of control as well. And so we 
each have rights which we could adhere to, but the fact is if I’m a player 
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and I’m looking at a cap that’s going to be basically flat for the entire term 
of what is now a six-year collective bargaining agreement, and players 
for the next five or six years are going to be repaying what was overpaid, 
they have to ask themselves ‘does this make sense?’ 

“Just like there are a lot of issues we have to deal with, where we say 
‘does this make sense?”’ 

The carrot dangling before everyone, according to the commissioner, is 
the belief that vaccines will allow the 2021-22 season to be played under 
normal conditions with full buildings. For the NHL, it would also come 
with the introduction of the Seattle Kraken and a new set of U.S. media 
rights deals -- both of which should significantly boost league revenues. 

First the owners and players just have to find a way to get through this 
nuclear winter. 

“Everything you do in this type of situation needs to be a collaboration if 
it’s going to work,” said Bettman. 

Label it as you will, but the collaboration remains very much a work in 
progress. 

 

The Athletic / LeBrun: Multiple NHL teams exploring hosting multiple 
outdoor games 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Dec 3, 2020 

 

Given what we’ve seen in 2020, there is almost nothing that can shock 
me anymore. 

But I will admit a raised eyebrow when I recently heard the Pittsburgh 
Penguins were examining the feasibility of hosting multiple outdoor 
games to begin the shortened 2020-21 season. 

Not just one outdoor game, which they’ve done before, but a number of 
them in the opening month of the season, according to sources. 

The idea, of course, is that outdoor games allow for gate revenue from 
physically distanced attending fans. While fans currently are not allowed 
at Steelers games in Pittsburgh, the hope is that by January or February, 
fans may be allowed back into outdoor events — way ahead of the day 
fans will be allowed back inside an arena. 

So yes, the Penguins have apparently let the NHL know of its interest to 
host at either Heinz Field or PNC Park. 

They’re not alone. Other NHL teams have also expressed interest in 
hosting an outdoor game or two in order to generate some gate revenue 
that otherwise wouldn’t be available to them. 

It was discussed on the Board of Governors call on Nov. 12. Afterwards, 
the league sent out a query to all 31 clubs inquiring what the level of 
interest was in either hosting outdoor games or taking part in them as a 
visiting team, sources confirm. 

These are some of the teams I’ve been able to confirm as affirmative: 

Boston Bruins: The Bruins answered yes to the NHL’s outdoor query and 
are indeed exploring the possibility of playing at Fenway Park, obviously 
depending on state and city guidelines. And we’re not just talking one 
outdoor game, the Bruins, I’m told, are exploring the idea of multiple 
games at Fenway. They want their fans watching live hockey. 

Carolina Hurricanes: The Hurricanes have a football stadium across the 
parking lot from their arena. It’s a no-brainer for them and the club 
answered yes to the league. And I think the idea that the Canes have 
explored for a few months now is not just to play one game but a few and 
maybe even buy their own refrigeration system and not rely on the 
league’s outdoor game infrastructure. 

Dallas Stars: Let’s put it this way, the Dallas Cowboys just had 30,000-
plus at their Thanksgiving day game. So to nobody’s surprise, I can 

confirm the Stars answered yes to the league’s query. What a great 
venue to have an outdoor hockey game in. Heck, why just one? 

Los Angeles Kings: The Kings were actually on this early, months ago 
telling the NHL of their idea to stage multiple games at an MLS stadium 
when county guidelines allow for fans to gather at outdoor venues. I think 
what the Kings have shared with the NHL is that they would begin the 
season with no fans inside Staples Center but once (if) the guidelines 
were loosened, they would play in front of 8,000 or so physically 
distanced fans for the final two months or so of the regular season. The 
Kings, I’m told, have also approached the nearby Ducks about playing 
outdoor games. But again, all this is really depending on when Southern 
California health authorities loosen up the guidelines for outdoor venues. 

Nashville Predators: The Predators responded to the league that they 
would be willing to host an outdoor game if it made sense for the NHL 
and in fact would be willing to have multiple games and teams play out of 
it whether that’s in a traditional stadium or a unique setting. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: As mentioned above, the Penguins have looked at 
the idea of maybe opening the first month or so of the season outdoors 
and buy some time before limited crowds can start gaining access to 
indoor games. There’s no guarantee that will happen this season at all, 
depending on the access and distribution of the vaccine over the coming 
year. But rest assured, the Penguins are thinking outside the box here. 

Florida Panthers: No word on where, but the Panthers are open to 
hosting an outdoor game as well. 

So there’s seven teams in the affirmative, and I’m guessing there are 
more. 

I’m told Buffalo, Minnesota, Tampa Bay, Washington, Philadelphia, New 
Jersey and both New York teams are among the U.S.-based teams who 
answered no to the league, for various reasons. 

The Flyers, for example, were originally intrigued by the idea, but 
ultimately determined it wasn’t a viable option. City capacity restrictions 
being one of the reasons. 

The Wild answered no because the crowd restrictions on outdoor events 
in Minnesota are not substantially different than indoor. 

Tampa Bay is hosting the Super Bowl this year, so there’s that. 

None of the Canadian NHL teams look like options right now. The COVID 
numbers are escalating in most of those markets right now. And the 
restrictions are pretty tight in those provinces and municipalities. 

As one Canadian NHL team executive told me, the public health 
restrictions across the country are making it virtually impossible for now. 

The most important question, of course, is how the NHL itself feels about 
having multiple outdoor games in multiple markets this season. 

The short answer I got from a league source Thursday was that the 
league wasn’t sure yet. That there are pros and cons and mixed feelings 
about it. 

Obviously generating gate revenue in outdoor games in a season which 
promises to see Hockey Related Revenue crushed by a shortened 
season and limited or no fans at all in arenas, well, that’s the big positive. 

The negatives? 

One that was shared with me is NHL commissioner Gary Bettman fearing 
that having so many outdoor games would dilute a strong product and 
brand in the annual Winter Classic. Second, that there might be a 
competitive issue at hand, that teams hosting multiple outdoor games 
might gain an advantage on its surroundings in games against visiting 
teams. 

I get all that, but as one governor suggested to me Thursday, owners are 
hurting big time, any way to make more revenue has to be seriously 
looked at. 
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So we’ll see where this goes. It’s not easy putting together outdoor 
games, and it’s not cheap, either, as Bettman apparently reminded 
owners on the last Board of Governors call. 

But there’s clearly an appetite from some teams to do it. 

 

The Athletic / Way too early guide to NHL free agents in 2021: Make a 
play or stay away? 

 

By Eric Stephens Dec 3, 2020  

 

The year 2021 can’t get here soon enough. Bring it on. Please. 

Hockey’s natural calendar has been tossed around like a chew toy. The 
dog days of August were replaced by the joy and celebration of all day, 
everyday playoff hockey. Now the usual rush of free agency is behind us, 
save for a few notable names. But if we get back to anything resembling 
a normal NHL calendar, a new unrestricted free agent period isn’t as far 
off as it ordinarily would be. 

Here at The Athletic, we’re always looking ahead and what better to look 
forward to than the top 50 potential unrestricted free agents. Yeah, some 
of them will re-sign with their teams and never make it to the shelf, but it’s 
always interesting to see who could be available, especially as the flat 
salary cap makes things even more challenging. There could be some 
instantly recognizable names changing teams. And some gems that 
could be among the best signings of them all. 

Where are you, 2021? The welcome mat is there on the porch. 

Elite Tier 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington 

Age: 35 

2019-20 statistics: 68 games with Capitals, 48 goals (led NHL), 19 
assists, 311 shots on goal, 15.4% shooting 

Reason to make a play: He is Alex freakin’ Ovechkin. The greatest goal 
scorer of this generation. And maybe others. 

Reason to stay away: Could you imagine if Ovi were coming up on UFA 
status at 27? Alas, he didn’t. And if he’s chasing down Wayne Gretzky’s 
record 894, there’s no way Capitals owner Ted Leonsis is letting him do 
that in another jersey. 

Taylor Hall, Buffalo 

Age: 29 

2019-20 statistics: 65 games with New Jersey and Arizona, 16 goals, 36 
assists, 18 power-play points 

Reason to make a play: Hall will have an elite center in Jack Eichel to get 
him the puck. He’ll be motivated to set himself up for one more major 
payday and show that it’s worth investing multiple years in him. 

Reason to stay away: Carrying the Devils to the 2018 playoffs and 
winning the Hart Trophy was a Herculean feat. But his experience in 
Arizona and that he had to take a one-year deal — although $8 million is 
not chump change — furthered the belief that he isn’t a superstar to build 
around. 

Dougie Hamilton, Carolina 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 47 games, 14 goals, 26 assists, 12 power-play points, 
58.10 CF%, 23:17 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Plain and simple, Hamilton is a top-shelf play 
driver and puck distributor that will juice up any team’s blue line. There 
wouldn’t be another defender on the market that can match his kind of 

skill. Six straight double-digit goal seasons and no fewer than 39 points 
since his second year. 

Reason to stay away: Operating on the final year of a contract that’ll pay 
him $6 million, Hamilton’s next deal is going to eat up a huge chunk of 
someone’s cap space. Is he worth Alex Pietrangelo’s $8.8 million AAV? 
No. But it’s going to cost No. 1 D-man money to have him. And is he the 
No. 1 D-man to win big with? 

Top Tier 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Edmonton 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 65 games, 22 goals, 39 assists, career-high 50.7% 
faceoffs 

Reason to make a play: If you need a No. 2 center and have the cap 
space to bring one in, Nugent-Hopkins can be your man. Still in prime 
years and an 82-game average of 23 goals and 60 points in the shadow 
of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl isn’t too shabby. 

Reason to stay away: Should you be wary of handing $7 million or more 
per season to a second-line center who could decline on a long-term 
deal? Besides, there is a strong appetite by Oilers GM Ken Holland to 
keep him off the market. 

Frederik Andersen, Toronto 

Age: 31 

2019-20 statistics: 52 games, 29-13-7, 2.85 GAA, .909 SV%, -0.40 Goals 
Saved Above Average 

Reason to make a play: Extremely durable. Steady Freddie has started 
77 percent of the Maple Leafs’ games in his four seasons with the team. 
He has proven that he can handle a No. 1 role. Since he emerged in 
Anaheim, Andersen has won 136 games while posting a .916 save 
percentage. 

Reason to stay away: This figures to be his Jacob Markstrom contract 
that will take him into his mid-to-late 30s. Goalies do have longer staying 
power so it’s possible that he can continue his high level of play. But he’s 
often been outdueled in the playoffs and you wonder if the heavy 
workload works against him in the postseason. 

Tuukka Rask, Boston 

Age: 33 

2019-20 statistics: 41 games, 26-8-6, 2.12 GAA (led NHL), 5 shutouts, 
22.51 GSAA (led league), .929 SV% 

Reason to make a play: The Vezina Trophy runner-up to Winnipeg’s 
Connor Hellebuyck, Rask has been one of the league’s top netminders 
over his 13-year career. The career-long Bruin would be an instant 
upgrade in most situations. 

Reason to stay away: Family concerns led Rask to opt-out of the Return 
to Play tournament and the goalie went into detail about those issues 
here. He shouldn’t be criticized for putting family first. It won’t stop NHL 
executives from wondering if he is truly “all-in.” Hard to imagine him 
anywhere but Boston. 

Jordan Binnington, St. Louis 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 50 games, 30-13-7, 2.56 GAA, .912 SV%, 3 shutouts, 
3.30 GSAA 

Reason to make a play: It is a contract year and Binnington is closer to 
the stellar form he showed when he grabbed the net midway through the 
2018-19 season and became the bedrock for a Stanley Cup champion. 
His numbers fell in 2019-20, but they were still quite commendable. 

Reason to stay away: Only if he falters and still wants No. 1 starter 
money with that Cup on his resume. Binnington seems to be a good bet 
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and the Blues should have the space to sign him by allowing Tyler Bozak 
to walk. 

Tyson Barrie, Edmonton 

Age: 29 

2019-20 statistics: 70 games, 5 goals, 39 points, 21:53 TOI, 11 power-
play assists, 53.27 CF% 

Reason to make a play: After a dismal year with Toronto, Barrie has the 
opportunity to get back into the 50-point realm with a prime role on the 
NHL’s top power play alongside two superstars. The conditions can’t be 
any better. 

Reason to stay away: You would rather pay a healthy sum to a more 
well-round defender. Barrie is betting on himself with the one-year deal 
and looking to cash in. He’s definitely a player, but is giving someone 
with well-known defensive issues $7-7.5 million annually a wise move? In 
a flat cap? 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 54 games, 21 goals (6 on power play), 23 assists, 145 
shots on goal 

Reason to make a play: The No. 2 overall pick nine years ago is a good 
fit on a lot of a clubs with his good amount of finishing touch and abrasive 
style. 

Reason to stay away: Even if he does get a large bump from his bargain 
deal, the Avs have the wherewithal to give him a raise from the $6.5 
million he’ll get this season. You can’t let your captain go with a Cup 
window wide open. The only concern is how he’ll age over an expected 
long-term deal. 

Jaden Schwartz, St. Louis 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 71 games, 22 goals, 35 assists, 162 shots on goal, 
52.46 CF% 

Reason to make a play: Schwartz will give any team’s top-six forward 
grouping a boost. He’s had four 20-goal seasons over the last seven 
years. His nine power-play goals were second on the Blues last season. 

Reason to stay away: Injury concerns were allayed last year as he 
played in every game, but he has missed extended-to-significant time in 
three different seasons. 

Kyle Palmieri, New Jersey 

Age: 29 

2019-20 statistics: 65 games, 25 goals, 20 assists, 16.1% shooting, 155 
shots on goal 

Reason to make a play: Five straight seasons of 24 goals or more will 
play on any roster. Palmieri also feasts on the power play with 11 goals 
on the man-advantage in four of five seasons with the Devils. 

Reason to stay away: The right wing is another player that may not reach 
free agency given that New Jersey will have loads of cap space. If he’s 
seeking a seven-year deal, it might be cause for pause. 

Phillip Danault, Montreal 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 71 games, 13 goals, 34 assists, 18:51 TOI, 54.5% 
faceoffs, 59.37 CF% 

Reason to make a play: If you’re a GM that values two-way play from 
your centers above anything else, then Danault might be your guy. 
Strong on draws and offers Selke-level defense from the middle. 

Reason to stay away: Within this flat cap period, how much do you 
commit to a shutdown artist that’s a decent No. 2 or a great No. 3 pivot? 
Wise spending is key because you’re not getting a goal scorer. 

Complementary Players Tier 

Zach Hyman, Toronto 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 51 games, 21 goals, 16 assists, 19.8% shooting, 
19:06 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Hyman can play up and down the lineup, and 
complements skill players very well. 

Reason to stay away: Was 2019-20 the left wing’s career year? Could be 
ripe for an overpay. 

Antti Raanta, Arizona 

Age: 31 

2019-20 statistics: 33 games, 15-14-3, 2.63 GAA, .921 SV%, 11.69 
GSAA 

Reason to make a play: If healthy, Raanta is a better-than-average 
starter with a career 2.40 GAA and .921 SV% 

Reason to stay away: There’s that health question. Often injured. 
Probably best suited in a shared No. 1 or 1A role. 

Alec Martinez, Vegas 

Age: 33 

2019-20 statistics: 51 games with Kings and Golden Knights, 3 goals, 13 
assists, 21:30 TOI, 117 blocked shots 

Reason to make a play: Big-game performer whose value really shows in 
the postseason. Can still handle top-four minutes. 

Reason to stay away: You’re not paying for point production at this stage 
of his career. Salary should reflect an efficient complementary defender 
that is solid in five-on-five play. 

Brandon Saad, Colorado 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 58 games with Chicago, 21 goals, 12 assists, 15.0% 
shooting (career high), 140 shots on goal 

Reason to make a play: Tons of playoff experience and the veteran still 
has good wheels. Five 20-goal seasons show he can still score. 

Reason to stay away: Does it feel like Saad has been around forever? If 
he’s at $6 million AAV well into the future, that could prove costly. 

David Savard, Columbus 

Age: 30 

2019-20 statistics: 68 games, 163 blocked shots, 129 hits, 11 assists, 
20:41 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Savard does the dirty work for a coach that 
demands players to sacrifice themselves within their own zone. He’ll kill 
penalties and lean on the other team’s forwards. 

Reason to stay away: Probably don’t want to hand $5 million per season 
to someone with zero goals in 2019-20. But he fits well in Columbus and 
should stay unless the Jackets run into cap issues. 

Philipp Grubauer, Colorado 

Age: 29 

2019-20 statistics: 36 games, 18-12-4, 2.63 GAA, .916 SV%, 2 shutouts, 
6.48 GSAA 
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Reason to make a play: Grubauer is slated to earn $2.75 million, which 
will be a bargain for a quality starting goalie. The German ranked 18th in 
save percentage among goalies who played at least 20 games. 

Reason to stay away: Even with a strong 2020 playoffs before he got 
hurt, it doesn’t seem like he’s one to throw $6 million a year at. As long 
as it’s not that, you’re fine. 

Tomas Tatar, Montreal 

Age: 30 

2019-20 statistics: 68 games, 22 goals (eight on power play), 39 assists, 
162 shots on goal, 16:18 TOI, 

Reason to make a play: Tatar is a heck of a play driver that’s produced 
ever since he latched on with the Canadiens. His game works well in the 
Eastern Conference. 

Reason to stay away: We know Vegas will be one to do so. 

Paul Stastny, Winnipeg 

Age: 34 

2019-20 statistics: 71 games, 17 goals, 21 assists, 54.8% faceoffs, 56.62 
CF% 

Reason to make a play: Still a strong performer that can handle the rigors 
of a top-six center role. 

Reason to stay away: Don’t expect Stastny to be a savior as he 
approaches 35. Good player, but a supporting one at this point. 

Blake Coleman, Tampa Bay 

Age: 29 

2019-20 statistics: 66 games with Devils and Lightning, 21 goals, 11 
assists, 200 shots on goal, 16:43 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Late bloomer who had consecutive 20-goal 
seasons and is dangerous shorthanded. He’ll shoot the puck and has 
managed to score despite a ton of defensive zone starts. 

Reason to stay away: He’ll get paid in his next deal and another 20-goal 
season could further drive up his price point to a range that isn’t as 
comfortable in a flat-cap era. 

Veteran Tier 

Joe Thornton, Toronto 

Age: 41 

2019-20 statistics: 70 games, 7 goals, 24 assists, 15:30 TOI, 52.96 CF% 

Reason to make a play: Not only does he love the game and wants to 
play forever, Thornton adjusted to a supporting role and is a great 
dressing room presence for a team chasing a Cup. 

Reason to stay away: Father Time really caught up to Jumbo and his 
game eroded. His five power-play assists in 2019-20 were his fewest 
since his rookie season. That was 1997-98, folks. 

Ryan Getzlaf, Anaheim 

Age: 35 

2019-20 statistics: 69 games, 13 goals, 29 assists, 18:44 TOI, 51.3% 
faceoffs 

Reason to make a play: The big man doesn’t deliver 70-to-80 points 
anymore, but he still plays a hard-nosed game, has those playmaking 
hands and shows up in the playoffs. 

Reason to stay away: Might be a waste of time if he’s really not looking to 
move on from Anaheim. Unless he changes his mind, he’s long 
cherished the idea of being a one-team man for his career. 

David Krejci, Boston 

Age: 34 

2019-20 statistics: 61 games, 13 goals, 30 assists, 17:10 TOI, 14 power-
play points 

Reason to make a play: Krejci has always had tremendous hockey sense 
and his game aged well over time. Terrific second-line force on a 
contending team for most of his career. 

Reason to stay away: There aren’t major red flags other than him slowing 
down, but he’s never been a speedster. Two or three years is good for 
his next deal. More than that is a risk. 

Henrik Lundqvist, Washington 

Age: 38 

2019-20 statistics: 30 games, 10-12-3, 3.07 GAA, .905 SV%, 1 shutout 

Reason to make a play: King Henrik is a living legend. A good season 
with the Capitals will convince many that he still has plenty of hockey left. 

Reason to stay away: If he’s struggling to win games and his numbers 
worsen, can you really count on him in a backup role? 

Eric Staal, Buffalo 

Age: 36 

2019-20 statistics: 66 games, 19 goals, 28 assists, 17:08 TOI, 49.5% 
faceoffs 

Reason to make a play: Sabres GM Kevyn Adams turbocharged the 
forward mix with Hall. Staal could be re-energized in a No. 2 role with a 
former teammate at the controls. 

Reason to stay away: With his renaissance season now three years ago, 
how much gas does he have left going forward? 

Jaroslav Halak, Boston 

Age: 35 

2019-20 statistics: 31 games, 18-6-6, 2.39 GAA, .919 SV% 

Reason to make a play: Flourishes in a 1A role, which he has done 
alongside Rask. Can keep the net over multiple games and is a great 
insurance policy. 

Reason to stay away: Are his strong numbers with the Bruins just a 
reflection of being on a top team? 

Mikko Koivu, Columbus 

Age: 37 

2019-20 statistics with Minnesota: 55 games, 4 goals, 17 assists, 21 
points, 15:34 TOI, 53.1% faceoffs 

Reason to make a play: In a third-line shutdown role, Koivu shows that 
he can provide some impact for a playoff team trying to step into 
legitimate contender status. 

Reason to stay away: His game continues to deteriorate in the manner it 
did in his final years with the Wild. 

Jason Spezza, Toronto 

Age: 37 

2019-20 statistics: 58 games, 9 goals, 16 assists, 10:50 TOI, 54.0% 
faceoffs 

Reason to make a play: As the years have gone on, Spezza adjusted 
well to a bottom-six role. And he’s always been strong on the dot. 

Reason to stay away: Doesn’t make sense if you’re a rebuilding team to 
look his way and block a younger prospect that needs playing time. 

Alexander Edler, Vancouver 

Age: 34 
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2019-20 statistics: 59 games, 5 goals, 28 assists, 22:37 TOI, 162 blocked 
shots 

Reason to make a play: Maybe not as spry as he was a decade ago but 
Edler still eats top-four minutes and remains a key veteran presence. His 
last deal was two years. That will work again. 

Reason to stay away: Now on a team teeming with young stars, Edler 
isn’t going to be eager to leave a good situation unless he’s no longer 
wanted. It’d be a shock if he went to market. 

Travis Zajac, New Jersey 

Age: 35 

2019-20 statistics: 69 games, 9 goals, 16 assists, 72 shots on goal, 17:06 
TOI, 52.8% faceoffs 

Reason to make a play: Zajac is finishing off an eight-year deal and 
should be a bargain signing that can provide center depth and 
experience. 

Reason to stay away: If it becomes more apparent that the respected 
longtime Devil is finished. 

Wayne Simmonds, Toronto 

Age: 32 

2019-20 statistics: 68 games with Devils and Sabres, 8 goals, 17 assists, 
14:55 TOI, 145 hits 

Reason to make a play: Simmonds won his lion’s share of net-front 
battles and that plays well in playoff hockey. He can still find a loose puck 
or two and deposit it in the net. 

Reason to stay away: Age combined with his physical game has caught 
up with the Wayne Train. 

Pekka Rinne, Nashville 

Age: 38 

2019-20 statistics: 36 games, 18-14-4, 3.17 GAA, .895 SV%, 3 shutouts, 
-14.22 GSAA 

Reason to make a play: Four top-three Vezina finishes, including the 
2018 trophy. He has 359 career wins and 58 shutouts. It’s a hell of a 
resume. 

Reason to stay away: Ignore the 18 wins, Rinne’s game fell off the table 
last season. No longer a No. 1. 

Affordable Tier 

Nick Foligno, Columbus 

Age: 33 

2019-20 statistics: 67 games, 10 goals, 21 assists, 212 hits, 131 shots on 
goal, 18:40 TOI 

Reason to make a play: The captain of the Blue Jackets is their 
personification. Blue collar. Gritty. Foligno isn’t going to back down when 
things get tough. 

Reason to stay away: His numbers have been on the decline for a while. 
If you looking for top-six offensive production, you’re better off gazing 
elsewhere. 

Adam Larsson, Edmonton 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 49 games, 1 goal, 5 assists, 35 penalty minutes, 112 
hits, 19:50 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Still young even though he’s headed into his 
10th NHL season. Right-shot defenders remain in demand. 

Reason to stay away: Injuries are piling up. A back ailment sidelined him 
in their qualifying round series against Chicago. 

Nikita Gusev, New Jersey 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 66 games, 13 goals, 31 assists, 15 power-play points, 
14:42 TOI 

Reason to make a play: A top performer for years in the KHL, Gusev has 
plenty of skill and could provide some decent secondary scoring. 

Reason to stay away: The jury remains out on whether he can be a big-
time performer in the NHL. 

Tanner Pearson, Vancouver 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 69 games, 21 goals, 24 assists, 164 shots on goal, 
12.8% shooting, 16:31 TOI 

Reason to make a play: The trade to the Canucks re-ignited a career that 
went sideways after he emerged as a second-line scorer with the Kings. 

Reason to stay away: He wasn’t able to sustain his success in L.A. Can 
he follow up his strong 2019-20 season? 

Alex Goligoski, Arizona 

Age: 35 

2019-20 statistics: 70 games, 4 goals, 28 assists, 11 power-play points, 
101 shots, 23:03 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Still holding strong as a puck mover that’ll get 
you 30 points and help out a power play. He can log second-pairing 
minutes. 

Reason to stay away: As long as you don’t ask him to carry a blue line, 
you’ll do reasonably well. 

Ryan Murray, New Jersey 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 27 games with Blue Jackets, 2 goals, 7 assists, 93 
blocked shots, 21:26 TOI, plus-11 in high-danger chances 

Reason to make a play: Should be a real boost for the Devils’ defense. 
Skates very well, is a strong defender and can deliver an accurate first 
pass to get his team out of its zone. 

Reason to stay away: The injury factor with Murray is real and makes a 
long-term commitment risky. 

Alex Iafallo, Los Angeles 

Age: 26 

2019-20 statistics: 70 games, 17 goals, 26 assists, 142 shots on goal, 
12.0% shooting, 18:56 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Nice complementary fit. Has shown he can work 
with high-end offensive players. 

Reason to stay away: Another one of those “be sure you don’t overpay 
for him” situations. Can play in the top six but isn’t a big scorer. 

Joel Armia, Montreal 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 58 games, 16 goals, 14 assists, 155 shots, 146 hits, 
17:14 TOI 

Reason to make a play: He has become a reliable winger that plays up 
and down a lineup and has steadily found his offensive game. His size 
and speed are great tools. 

Reason to stay away: Armia is slated to make $2.4 million this year. The 
Finn isn’t worth second-line forward money even if he can pop up there 
at times. 
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Brandon Montour, Buffalo 

Age: 26 

2019-20 statistics: 54 games, 5 goals, 13 assists, 47.47 CF%, minus-41 
in high danger chances, 19:30 TOI 

Reason to make a play: His great skating allows him to chew minutes. 
Hard shot from the point that’s effective when accurate. Could get a 
boost playing with more proven talent. 

Reason to stay away: Montour hasn’t become the offensive weapon from 
the blue line that he showed in the AHL. His own-zone play is still shaky. 

Scott Laughton, Philadelphia 

Age: 26 

2019-20 statistics: 49 games, 13 goals, 14 assists, plus-13 rating, 14:36 
TOI, 109 hits 

Reason to make a play: Laughton plays a rugged game and had a strong 
2020 playoffs months after his breakout regular season. 

Reason to stay away: That career-high 17.6 shooting percentage could 
be an outlier. 

Casey Cizikas, N.Y. Islanders 

Age: 29 

2019-20 statistics: 48 games, 10 goals (3 shorthanded), 4 assists, 14:18 
TOI, plus-29 high danger chances 

Reason to make a play: The Isles’ mainstay isn’t your ordinary fourth-line 
pivot. Tough-minded and a penalty-killing artist. 

Reason to stay away: Not too many teams can spend $3.5-4 million on a 
4C. 

Jamie Oleksiak, Dallas 

Age: 27 

2019-20 statistics: 69 games, 41 penalty minutes, 15:49 TOI, 153 hits, 3 
goals, 7 assists 

Reason to make a play: Oleksiak was terrific in the Stars’ run to the Cup 
final. He has grown into his big frame and uses it more effectively these 
days. 

Reason to stay away: Can he play top-four minutes? Or is he a third-
pairing guy that had one great postseason? 

Nick Bonino, Minnesota 

Age: 32 

2019-20 statistics: 67 games with Predators, 18 goals, 17 assists, 104 
shots, 52.6% faceoffs, 16:31 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Bonino is the classic do-all-the-little-things 
player. The two-time Cup winner has helped every team he has been on. 

Reason to stay away: Really is no reason to unless the prototypical 3C 
wants something in the four-year neighborhood. 

Marc Staal, Detroit 

Age: 33 

2019-20 statistics: 52 games with Rangers, 17:39 TOI, 2 goals, 9 assists, 
2:44 avg. shorthanded time 

Reason to make a play: Ideally suited to a third pairing, Staal enjoys the 
dirty work and will be a fixture on the penalty kill. 

Reason to stay away: Solely a shutdown defender now, Staal fits more in 
the bargain signing class. Anything above isn’t cost-effective. 

Petr Mrazek, Carolina 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 40 games, 21-16-2, 2.69 GAA, .905 SV%, 3 shutouts, 
-5.35 GSAA 

Reason to make a play: Flashes elite-level ability and has been solid in a 
co-No. 1 role. 

Reason to stay away: Has never shown the long-term consistency 
needed to be a top-tier netminder. 

Ryan Dzingel, Carolina 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 64 games, 8 goals, 21 assists, 98 shots on goal, 8.2% 
shooting (career low), 14:09 TOI 

Reason to make a play: Should be driven to bounce back if he wants a 
fat contract. In Ottawa, he was able to score when put in that role. 

Reason to stay away: Three goals in 28 playoff games. Beware. 

Stephen Johns, Dallas 

Age: 28 

2019-20 statistics: 17 games, 50 hits, 17:40 TOI, 30 shots on goal 

Reason to make a play: Johns can hit, block shots and hammer the puck. 
The Masterton Trophy finalist is big and plays that way. 

Reason to stay away: Our Sean Shapiro did a fabulous piece detailing 
his comeback from post-traumatic headaches. But the inability to stay on 
the ice presents a major red flag. 

Some other notables: Jason Demers, Arizona; Sean Kuraly, Boston; 
Linus Ullmark, Buffalo; James Reimer, Carolina; Mattias Janmark, 
Chicago; Riley Nash, Columbus, Bobby Ryan, Detroit; Vinnie Hinostroza, 
Florida; Marcus Foligno, Minnesota; Brad Richardson, Nashville; Alex 
Galchenyuk, Ottawa; Michael Raffl, Philadelphia; Cody Ceci, Pittsburgh; 
Patrick Marleau, San Jose; Devan Dubnyk, San Jose; Jimmy Vesey, 
Toronto; Brandon Sutter, Vancouver, Laurent Brossoit, Winnipeg. 

 

 

TSN.CA / NHLPA weighing options if NHL cancels season 

Union lawyers investigating whether to file unfair labour practice 
complaint or pursue a grievance with an arbitrator if league cancels the 
2020-21 season, Rick Westhead writes. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

The NHL Players’ Association’s lawyers are investigating whether to file 
an unfair labour practice complaint with the U.S. National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) or pursue a grievance with an arbitrator if the NHL decides 
to cancel the upcoming season, two people familiar with the matter told 
TSN. 

If the league decides against playing the 2020-21 season, a complaint to 
either the NLRB or an arbitrator would be the process the NHLPA would 
follow to try to get players paid. 

The season hangs in the balance of talks between the NHL and NHLPA 
– most notably the financial burden players will shoulder this season and 
the remaining five years of a collective bargaining agreement extended in 
July through 2025-26. 

The NHLPA declined to comment when asked how it would respond to a 
cancelled season. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said Wednesday in an interview during 
a virtual sports business conference that the NHL wants to play the 2020-
21 season. But Bettman and NHL team owners want players to agree to 
raise the cap on salary escrow this year and also to defer the payment of 
more of their salaries. 
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The NHLPA wants the NHL to live up to the collective labour agreement 
the two sides agreed on in July. The NHL and NHLPA agreed in the deal 
to keep the salary cap at $81.5 million through the 2020-21 season. Ten 
per cent of player salaries are to be deferred and 20 per cent placed in 
escrow – an increase of more than 50 per cent from escrow payments 
during the 2019-20 season, which was delayed and shortened because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Bettman on Wednesday said the NHL is “not seeking to renegotiate,” the 
six-year labour agreement that was ratified unanimously by NHL team 
owners. 

“We’re not actually having negotiations and we’re not seeking to 
renegotiate,” Bettman told FOX Business host Liz Claman. “We made a 
number of assumptions collectively over the summer, most of which are 
not applicable anymore.” 

In an effort to force the NHL to pay the salaries of its players even if 
games are not held, several labour lawyers said in interviews with TSN 
that the NHLPA could either file a complaint with the U.S. NLRB (players 
on Canadian franchises would be included in such a filing) or file a 
grievance with an arbitrator. Both moves have their advantages, the 
lawyers said. 

“Clearly this would be a high-stakes case,” said Jim Quinn, a New York 
sports lawyer who has worked for the NFL and NBA players’ 
associations. “The stakes don’t get any higher.” 

Both the NHL and NHLPA could argue that the language in the CBA 
favours its side.  

Article 5 of the CBA says the league is within its rights, “to determine 
when, where, how and under what circumstances it wishes to operate, 
suspend. ...” a season. 

Article 7, however, says the NHL cannot lock out players. 

“Neither the league nor any club shall engage in a lockout during the 
term of this agreement,” the CBA says. 

In his interview on Wednesday, Bettman was asked about the possibility 
that the 2020-21 season could be cancelled over the financial impasse. 

“There are letters in the agreement, which we don’t have to get into, that 
were put in for our benefit in the event things got out of control as well. 
And so we each have rights which we could adhere to,” he said. 

Jodi Balsam, a former NFL lawyer who now teaches sports law at 
Brooklyn Law School in New York, said NHL players would seem to have 
a strong legal case to pursue if the league cancels the season. 

“They signed this CBA in July 2020 and that was hardly a promising 
month,” Balsam said. “The pandemic had subsided, but every source of 
medical and scientific knowledge was predicting a resurgence in the fall. 
And if the NHL failed to prepare for that in the latest CBA then that’s on 
them. The big question is whether the NHL players stay unified and insist 
the NHL follow through with the deal they bargained for.” 

Players are set to receive 72 per cent of their salaries during the 2020-21 
season. Twenty per cent of player salaries are being given back to 
owners to repay their revenue shortfall from 2019-20’s paused season. A 
further 10 per cent is to be deferred and paid out over three seasons. 

The NHL is asking players to defer another 16 per cent in 2020-21 and 
has also asked to raise limits on escrow in future years of the CBA. 

Balsam said if the NHLPA wanted a clear-cut decision that the league 
must pay players their 2020-21 salaries regardless of whether there are 
games, then the union would be better off pursuing a claim with the 
NLRB. 

“Arbitrators tend to want to look for leeway to find a compromise 
solution,” she said. “They’re incentivized to find a solution because they 
can be fired by either the league or union.” 

The NLRB was created in 1935. While it has a mandate to protect the 
rights of employees and to improve their wages and working conditions, 

Balsam said under U.S. president Donald Trump it has made decisions 
that favour employers. 

Balsam said making that argument would be a “long shot” for the NHL, 
and noted that even though the NLRB has four of its five board member 
slots filled with three Republicans and one Democrat, president-elect Joe 
Biden will have the opportunity to name a Democrat chair of the board 
immediately following his Jan. 20 inauguration. (Trump appointed current 
NLRB chair Peter Robb in September 2017, eight months after his 
inauguration.) 

Quinn, who has worked in the past for players associations in hockey, 
basketball and football, said he would advise the NHLPA to consider 
taking their complaint to an arbitrator. 

Unlike the courts, or even the NLRB, arbitration cases can be decided 
quickly. Rules for introducing evidence in arbitration are not as strict. 
While there are exceptions, such as when an arbitrator in 2018 forced 
NHL player Dennis Wideman to produce text messages in his dispute 
with an NHL referee who Wideman had hit on the ice, the parties tend to 
have less power to demand the production of emails and other 
documents from the other side, and rules for conduct can be fashioned to 
suit the case.  

“The NLRB is very slow, and it’s going to take ages to get a decision out 
of them,” Quinn said. “You may get an injunction quickly but if you’re 
pursuing damages, like the players’ salaries for a season, that could take 
five years for the board to resolve.” 

Currently, the NHL and NHLPA have agreed on three arbitrators to 
decide on disputes: Richard Levie, a retired U.S. District Court judge in 
Washington who also works for the NBA and NBPA to resolve 
differences related to players and agents; Katherine Forrest, a former 
U.S. District Judge for the Southern District of New York who was hired 
by NHL and NHLPA last year; and Shyam Das, who has decided player 
discipline-related cases. 

If it proceeds with an arbitration complaint, the NHLPA chooses which 
arbitrator will take its complaint. Forrest, who has yet to oversee an 
NHL/NHLPA arbitration, would be a strong candidate to hear a 
prospective case, a person familiar with the matter said. 

Michael Lotito, a San Francisco-based labour-law attorney at Littler 
Mendelson who represents employers before the NLRB, said he can 
envision the NHLPA both filing a complaint with the board and also 
pursuing a complaint through a grievance. 

“We’re a country of messaging not fact,” he said. “For the union, this may 
be an opportunity to send a message to players that, ‘We’re fighting for 
you every way we can.’” 

Lotito said that while the NLRB tends to handle broad complaints, 
arbitrators are more likely to consider the “nitty gritty” of CBA 
negotiations. 

“An arbitrator can look at the notes both sides might produce showing 
details on the back-and-forth talks leading up to the CBA being signed,” 
Lotito said. “Maybe those notes would show clearly that an issue like 'no 
fans in arenas' was clearly on the table and discussed as a possibility 
before a deal was done.” 

 

The Athletic / What hurdles are delaying the start of the 2020-21 NHL 
season? 

 

By Scott Burnside Dec 4, 2020 41  

 

You can understand the sense of optimism, the mild euphoria, at reports 
on Friday that suggested the NHL and its players are inching closer to a 
plan that would see the season begin as soon as Jan. 15. 

It was a welcome relief for hockey fans that the NHL and NHL Players’ 
Association have discussed an outline for a 52 or 56 game schedule — 
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with preference on both sides for 56 games — a Jan. 2 start to training 
camps, plus an optional earlier camp start for the seven teams that did 
not return to play this summer. 

Except the reality is that even if the league and players resolve the 
economic issues still outstanding — and that seems likely but not a given 
— the path from an agreement to puck drop on the regular season 
remains marked by incredible uncertainty. 

Fans may imagine that the NHL has a full plan for the 2020-21 NHL 
season ready to be unveiled the moment the league formally announces 
a start date, but the reality is something altogether different. 

League officials and the NHLPA are working basically non-stop to make 
not just one plan but contingency plans on contingency plans on, well, 
you get the picture. 

Remember last summer when for weeks it looked like the NHL’s bold 
bubble experiment would see teams gathered in Vancouver and Las 
Vegas? But at the last minute issues with both cities as it related to 
creating a bubble saw the league pivot to Toronto and Edmonton. 

That kind of nimble action is going to be required in the coming weeks on 
a much grander scale. 

Let’s start with this given: The league and the players would like to play 
as many games as possible to enhance revenue and that means playing 
as early as is safely and logistically possible. That could be Jan. 15 — 
and that’s certainly doable, according to league officials. But if it’s Feb. 1 
or Feb. 15, the plan will look different. 

What happens if teams can’t play in their home cities? 

As has been the case for almost a year now, COVID-19 sets the agenda 
and cases are rising on both sides of the border. 

If the NHL and its players are looking at a Jan. 15 start, as The Athletic’s 
Pierre LeBrun reported, which would mean training camps opening 
roughly two weeks earlier, that would be right after Christmas when there 
is potential for a post-holiday COVID-19 spike. There is also potential in 
the coming weeks that local health agencies will modify their regulations 
vis a vis gatherings or contact sports, which could then in turn impact 
whether NHL teams could practice and/or play games in their respective 
markets. 

Because the Canadian border is expected to remain closed to all but 
essential travel, the NHL and NHLPA are planning for a one-time all-
Canadian division. Such a ban has been in place for months and there is 
no indication those regulations will be relaxed anytime soon. The NBA’s 
Toronto Raptors were rebuffed in attempts to get a dispensation to play 
games in Toronto and will instead play home games in Tampa. 

Further, we know that the NHL is working at redrawing the remaining 24 
U.S.-based teams into three groups of eight roughly along geographic 
lines to cut down on travel costs. 

We also know that the local health regulations as they relate to COVID-
19 vary from state to state. Sometimes those regulations vary from 
county to county. That could complicate things even further given there 
are teams who play and practice in different counties — Pittsburgh is one 
for instance — and even different states, as is the case with Philadelphia 
and Washington. 

Santa Clara County recently banned contact sports for three weeks, 
which means the San Jose Sharks can’t continue with informal workouts. 
The NFL’s San Francisco 49ers, who also play in Santa Clara County, 
have already moved home games to Arizona. 

If the ban extended to the end of the calendar year or beyond, the Sharks 
would not be able to hold training camp or host games at home. NHL 
officials are planning for this possibility. 

They are also planning for the possibility — even the likelihood — that 
other teams will face similar circumstances. 

In general, the expectation is that any team that can’t play at home will 
play in another NHL building. 

So it’s possible the Sharks could end up playing games in Anaheim 
where the Honda Center isn’t as busy as the Staples Center, where the 
L.A. Kings play their home games. 

But what happens if California prohibited all three California-based teams 
from playing or practicing? 

Again, the NHL is planning for these kinds of possibilities. 

Perhaps Arizona or Vegas would be tabbed to take on another tenant if 
any number of the Sharks, Kings or Ducks needed to find a temporary 
home. 

There is a strong belief at the league level that San Jose will not be alone 
in facing these issues and they are preparing for teams across the United 
States to face the prospect of at least temporarily being unable to play in 
their own buildings. 

Will they play in hubs or in their home rinks? 

Unlike baseball, which introduced shortened double-headers to allow 
teams to make up games that had to be postponed, the NHL is hoping to 
avoid being in a position where a team or multiple teams aren’t able to 
play games for long stretches. That would be potentially disastrous to 
scheduling and getting playoffs off in a timely fashion to finish ahead of 
the scheduled start of the 2021 Tokyo Olympics in the third week of July. 

If the number of teams that are not allowed to play in their own buildings 
grows, the league and the players’ association would revisit the idea of 
playing in some sort of hub system. The pre-planning at the league level 
has discussed having teams within a division play in a centralized 
location. The schedule would then have teams play a series of games 
against each other and then some teams would return home to rest and 
practice while other teams come into what would be a kind of malleable 
bubble. 

That’s not the preferred plan but it’s possible circumstances could dictate 
otherwise even for a portion of the schedule. 

Ideally, whenever the season begins, each of the 31 teams will begin 
playing in their own marketplace. 

What will the travel schedule and testing protocols look like? 

The league is looking at having some sort of buffer in the schedule 
between the end of the regular season and the start of the playoffs in 
mid-May to make up games that might have to be postponed. The 
expectation is that will happen. Unlike the bubble situation in Toronto and 
Edmonton where there were no positive COVID-19 tests, league officials 
acknowledged it would be highly unlikely for the NHL to not face issues 
like baseball and the NFL with positive tests forcing games to be 
delayed. 

One factor the league hopes will minimize these disruptions is that the 
NHL schedule will feature a baseball-style grouping of games where 
teams will play multiple games in one market over a short period of time. 

The NHL is expected to advise teams which hotels visiting teams will be 
required to stay at so there is uniformity in protocols for cleaning, access 
to the rink, etc. Baseball adopted a similar plan as their season went 
along and coronavirus cases dropped significantly after the first part of 
the baseball season was marred by positive tests among traveling teams. 

It’s expected that the NBA, set to resume its schedule later this month, 
will follow a similar pattern with teams staying in the same hotels in road 
cities. 

How long would it take to start a season? How long would training camp 
be? 

Currently, the plan is for NHL teams to be responsible for establishing 
and paying for COVID-19 testing in their own facilities. 

However, if more than one NHL team ends up setting up shop in one 
market for a length of time, the league is expected to step in and help 
with those protocols. If a bubble system of any sort becomes a reality, 
the league would oversee testing in those scenarios. 
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The timing of things like training camp is also a bit fluid pending when the 
league ends up targeting a start date. 

One GM said they could get ready to play meaningful games in 10 to 14 
days, and he would be in favor of eliminating any preseason contests in 
an effort to get as many regular-season games as possible in the books. 

Another GM indicated that ideally they would have 14 days of camp, 
which would allow for 10 to 11 days on the ice and account for a couple 
of days off. He would like to see a couple of preseason games set up by 
the league before the regular season starts. The seven teams that didn’t 
qualify for the return to play competition have also been promised extra 
time on the ice, although how that would fit into the schedule — if at all — 
will be determined by when the league sets its start date. 

Settling on a start date for training camp has to factor in travel time for all 
players, including the many who remain in Europe, to return to their 
home markets and go through whatever quarantine protocols local health 
officials require. 

Beyond that, all 31 NHL teams will need to get back up to speed with 
their own staff. Many NHL teams laid off or furloughed many of their 
workers during the pandemic so teams will have to attend to restaffing to 
ensure they are ready for training camps and the return of players — and 
in some cases a small number of fans — to buildings. 

How much would outdoor games cost and how likely is it? 

Some teams have explored the idea of playing multiple games outdoors 
to help generate badly needed revenue. Being outdoors would provide a 
safer environment for fans vis a vis the spread of the virus and the NFL 
has in many markets been able to allow varying numbers of fans into 
stadiums based on local health regulations. 

As LeBrun reported, teams who have expressed an interest in this 
outdoor possibility include Los Angeles (later in the season), Boston, 
Carolina, Nashville, Florida and Dallas. 

The idea of teams playing multiple games outdoors is appealing to many. 
But as one NHL governor noted, they’re hard work and that’s just for one-
off events like a Winter Classic or Heritage Classic or other NHL outdoor 
events. 

What would be involved in holding a series of games outdoors as many 
of these teams are considering? 

One thing is a given, it will be expensive. 

It would cost more than $1 million to set up and operate a semi-
permanent ice rink, which is what would be required to host multiple 
games over a longer period of time than the usual outdoor games put on 
by the NHL. Let’s say teams were looking at playing games over a six-to-
eight week period. There is a two-week setup time and another week or 
so to dismantle. If there is natural turf that needs to be replaced, that 
would add to the cost. 

There is also the board and glass structure — you can’t just buy that at 
Home Depot — and broadcast facilities to be considered in pricing the 
endeavor. 

There could also be additional costs from weather extremes like snow, 
heavy wind and rain. 

Perhaps it’s workable if teams like Anaheim and Los Angeles were able 
to share the cost of playing multiple games outdoors. But it seems the 
idea of outdoor games to kick off an unusual season may be attractive, it 
would be very difficult to put into practice. 
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The Athletic / Inside Kendall Coyne Schofield’s rapid rise: ‘Everything she 
touches is A-plus’ 

 

By Hailey Salvian and Scott Powers Dec 4, 2020 53  

 

Kendall Coyne Schofield came out of her crouch and tried to take in the 
moment. 

The referee told her she had a few more seconds before his whistle 
would signal the beginning of a historic lap around the SAP Center in 
San Jose. 

A few more seconds before becoming the first woman to compete in an 
NHL All-Star skills challenge. 

“It really resonated with me that this is going to be huge,” Coyne 
Schofield said in an interview the following day. “This is going to break a 
lot of barriers, this is going to open a lot of doors, and this is going to 
change the way people perceive women’s and girls’ hockey.” 

Standing at the start line, Coyne-Schofield smiled as the chants of “USA” 
came from the sellout crowd. She took a deep breath and settled into 
position again. 

“It was the biggest platform she could have ever been on,” said Cammi 
Granato, the former USA Hockey captain and Olympic gold medallist. “It 
was bigger than a gold medal win for the game because it was global. 

“It wasn’t just Team USA or Canada. … It was about (proving) women 
can play hockey. And she proved it on a man’s stage.” 

Just 14.346 seconds after the whistle sounded, everyone in attendance 
was on their feet. Fans and NHL stars alike applauded what they had just 
seen: a 5-foot-2 Coyne Schofield blazing around the rink, edging corners 
with fearless abandon. 

Islanders forward Mathew Barzal was caught on camera with his mouth 
wide open, speechless. Connor McDavid tapped his stick. “That was 
awesome,” he yelled toward her. 

Coyne Schofield finished seventh in the competition, but for the many 
watching, the final result isn’t what mattered. 

“She had the weight of our sport on her shoulders,” said Jayna Hefford, a 
four-time Canadian Olympic gold medallist, and Hockey Hall of Famer. 
“What some people don’t realize is, to perform under that amount of 
pressure the way she did, that’s more impressive than the clock. 

“She knew that if she lost an edge or anything, she was going to set the 
(women’s game) back, so I’m just amazed by the way she was able to 
handle that moment.” 

Nearly two years later, the eyes of the hockey world are again focused 
on Coyne Schofield. Last week, the Chicago Blackhawks hired her as a 
player development coach. They also formalized her role as a community 
ambassador, seeing as she grew up in Oak Lawn, Ill., a suburb of 
Chicago. 

It’s the latest step in Coyne Schofield’s rise through the game. 

With her new job, she becomes the first woman hired by Chicago in a 
player development role. She’s one of only a handful of women to hold 
coaching roles anywhere in men’s pro hockey. 

Coyne Schofield is also one of several women in recent months hired for 
positions that have almost always been held by men. Retired Canadian 
star Hayley Wickenheiser is currently an assistant director of player 
development for the Toronto Maple Leafs. The Seattle Kraken hired 
Granato as a pro scout and Alexandra Mandrycky as director of hockey 
strategy and research. 

Those in the industry say these hires will hopefully lead to more women 
in prominent positions in the future. 

“It’s exactly what we’re constantly preaching,” Hefford said. “The idea 
that if you don’t see a realistic future for you in the game, then that sort of 
ends the dream.” 

Granato had never seen so many girls in an arena at once. 

Granato, who grew up in Illinois, wagers she played against one girl in 
her early hockey years before joining the U.S. National Team. So, when 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 7, 2020 

  

she walked into Seven Bridges Ice Arena in Woodridge, a suburb of 
Chicago, for the first day of her first namesake camp, Granato was taken 
aback. 

“That camp was a really magical camp,” she said. “Just the sheer power 
of having all these little girls come in with their hockey bags. … It just 
didn’t exist before the Olympics.” 

It was the summer of 1998 and Granato had recently returned from 
Nagano where she captained Team USA to a gold medal in the first 
Olympic Games to include women’s hockey. 

Those Winter Games had been a critical moment for women’s hockey. 
The top stars in the women’s game were on a global stage for the first 
time, fuelling plans to establish the first professional women’s hockey 
league and inspiring a generation of female hockey players. Among 
them, a seven-year-old Coyne Schofield, who was one of the nearly 200 
girls at Granato’s camp. 

“I remember the feeling I had was like, ‘wait, all of these girls play 
hockey?’” Coyne Schofield recalled. “I know I was only seven, but up 
until that point it was, ‘Girls don’t belong in hockey, girls shouldn’t play 
hockey, girls don’t play hockey.’ 

“And it was just this moment that I felt like I was in the right spot. I felt like 
no matter what anyone could ever tell me in this game, I knew from that 
moment I belonged in the sport.” 

At the camp, Granato brought out her gold medal. For the young hockey 
fans in attendance, it was a rare up-close glimpse of a new piece of 
hockey history. 

For some, it was bigger than that. It revealed a path – albeit a rare one. 

“When I went back to school that fall after the summer camp, I remember 
no matter what anyone told me about the sport of hockey, if I belonged or 
didn’t belong or if I was the only girl on a team, it didn’t matter,” Coyne 
Schofield said. “I saw what I could become at seven years old that 
summer and no one was going to tell me differently.” 

“She loved the game already,” Granato said. “But (the camp) gave her a 
dream.” 

A young Coyne Schofield rose through the game in quick order, blazing 
through the junior levels in Chicago often playing up multiple age groups 
– she scored 51 goals and 84 points in 49 games with the Chicago 
Mission under-19 team between ages 15-17. 

She made her mark on the under-18 U.S. National Team, becoming an 
overtime hero in the 2009 WJC gold medal game and leading the 
tournament in scoring in back-to-back years (2009 and 2010). She was 
invited to her first senior national team camp by 17 and made her World 
Championship debut at 18 in 2011. 

Then, 16 years after Granato’s camp sparked an Olympic dream and a 
tireless quest to get there, Coyne Schofield made the U.S. Olympic team 
in 2014. 

In Sochi, she won a silver medal. It was the biggest on-ice achievement 
in her young career. But it was also where Coyne Schofield says she 
started thinking about what was next. And, for the first time, about her 
place in developing the game’s future. 

“I think because I had this goal of going to the Olympic Games my whole 
life, I feel like I was so narrow-minded and so focused on accomplishing 
that goal,” she said. “After 2014 when I did accomplish that, I was able to 
take a deep breath, was able to take a step back and look at all of the 
opportunities that were in front of me because of what I just 
accomplished. 

“I realized when I came home, there were so many people that wanted to 
hear from me, that wanted to learn from my experiences and if I didn’t 
take advantage of that, if I wasn’t accessible I wouldn’t be doing my job. 
… I realized my job is so far greater than just playing the game of 
hockey.” 

Still only a sophomore in college after the Sochi Games, Coyne Schofield 
returned to Northeastern University “a new person,” she said. 

“There were a lot of discrepancies between the men’s program and the 
women’s program, and when I was in my first two years there, I was so 
focused on winning I was so focused on being a hockey player that I just 
ignored those things,” she explained. “After the Olympics … I went back 
to school and realized this isn’t right. So, I started to use my voice, and 
started to push for more there.” 

While fighting for more in school, Coyne Schofield, a communications 
major, began an internship with her hometown Chicago Blackhawks. 
Quickly, the Blackhawks and Coyne Schofield realized she could have a 
greater impact beyond her original internship description. 

Annie Camins, the Blackhawks’ senior executive director of fan 
development, had known of Coyne Schofield for some time. If you were 
around Illinois youth hockey in Chicago, you knew of Coyne Schofield. 
But when Coyne Schofield joined the Blackhawks as an intern, Camins 
got to know her personally, and they began finding ways to expand her 
reach. 

“It’s her drive,” Camins said. “It’s her passion. I could see that. We 
became good partners and friends, and really started to formulate a 
relationship. I saw her excitement about growing the game, growing the 
sport, not only with girls obviously, but her passion with boys and girls 
and getting her name out there. She was a bit lesser of a name obviously 
back then, but still an important figure in youth hockey, especially within 
the Illinois hockey world. People knew her.” 

Coyne Schofield impressed Camins and others within the organization. 
So much so, that when her internship ended later that year, her 
relationship with the Blackhawks was expanded. She was hired to be a 
youth hockey camp instructor while her internship was still underway and 
joined the fan development department as a community liaison in 2016. 

As much as Coyne Schofield embraced her new role in the community, 
she was still surprised when she was asked to join Blackhawks captain 
Jonathan Toews at a Chicago Public Schools visit in 2017. 

“For her not to see herself as valuable as Jonathan Toews is in the 
community, I guess I had to teach her that because she was still so new 
and she saw herself as a hockey player on the U.S. team,” Camins said. 
“To me, it was bigger than that. It was about what she brings to the table 
as far as the growth of the sport on a league level, but especially in the 
Illinois youth hockey world, and the impact she has on boys and girls who 
look up to her and want to emulate her and want to skate as far as her, 
not only be No. 19 or No. 88.” 

At the time of the visit, Coyne Schofield had graduated from Northeastern 
– winning the Patty Kazmaier Trophy for the top player in her senior year 
– and elevated her game to become one of the top players in the world. 
By the time the 2018 PyeongChang Olympics rolled around, Coyne 
Schofield was now a five-time world champion and had scored the most 
goals and points in the 2017 World Championships. 

“She absolutely has taken on everything that’s come her way, and yet 
still not compromising her training,” Granato observed. “She’s just like … 
a superwoman.” 

And if the Sochi Games opened Coyne Schofield’s eyes to the leadership 
opportunities in the women’s game, winning a gold medal in 2018 further 
thrust her down that path. Granato can relate. 

“I’ve been there when you win a gold medal and you’re thrust into this 
new world of being inundated by a lot of different people and you’re 
asked to do a lot of different things,” she said. “And Kendall, she says 
yes to so many things. She’s got her hand in everything and she’s doing 
it to grow the game. She just really gets it.” 

It all culminated in her spotlight moment at the NHL All-Star Weekend in 
2019 – perhaps the biggest platform she had ever been given. And while 
she had been working to grow the game for years since Sochi, her skate 
put a national audience on notice. 
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“I always say, it wasn’t the way I skated it, it wasn’t who skated it, it was 
the platform that it was skated on,” she said. “So, when we talk about 
using our platform, sometimes I think women’s hockey players have such 
a hard time using their platforms because there’s no platform provided for 
them to use their voice. 

“We’re fighting for airtime, we’re fighting to use our voices, to showcase 
our talent all the time. So, when I had the opportunity at All-Star 
Weekend, I think we all saw the opportunity in front of us because it was 
an incredible platform.” 

The platform in San Jose catapulted Coyne Schofield into two years of 
rapid change and new opportunities. 

First, she was signed by Adidas Hockey, alongside fellow Canadian and 
U.S. Olympians Renata Fast, Brianna Decker and Rebecca Johnston. 
She joined the National NBC broadcast team for a game, then joined 
NHL Network and the San Jose Sharks team. She played in the Canada-
US Rivalry Series and won another World Championships, this time as 
the captain of Team USA. 

In 2019, she led a group of nearly 200 of the top players in the world to 
boycott all professional leagues in North America until women’s hockey 
gets the resources befitting a truly professional operation. 

That boycott has since turned into the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players Association, which launched an exhibition series last season 
called the Dream Gap Tour. The goal is to showcase the women’s game 
and to build a new generation of fans. Coyne Schofield is the president of 
the board of the PWHPA, a role that has seen her receive guidance from 
and become close with tennis legend Billie Jean King. 

“Kendall is unbelievable,” King told The Athletic. “She just cares so much 
and she’s a leader and God gave her extra energy, which is really 
important if you want to lead. 

“She really cares about the future generations. Everything out of her 
mouth is, if you talk to her, you know it, we got to get this for the future 
generations, we got to do this, we got to do that.” 

Hefford, now the director of the PWHPA, didn’t know Coyne Schofield 
well until the formation of the group. 

“She’s incredibly passionate, and she does so much work just to make 
this happen,” Hefford said. “She’s obviously the President of the Board of 
the PWHPA, but she’s also the person that’s sorting out clothing at the 
rink during events. … She is all-in and doing everything she can always 
to make things better.” 

For Coyne Schofield, this chapter of her career in women’s hockey 
comes easy. 

“For too long the women’s game has been accepting of what’s available, 
and not pushing for what’s right,” she said. 

Coyne Schofield also seems to have realized the responsibility that 
comes with having a big platform that now extends outside of hockey. 

In 2016, Coyne Schofield took to Twitter to condemn NFL quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick’s decision to kneel, saying she was “so disgusted” 
because she found it disrespectful. The backlash was immediate. She 
later deleted the tweet around the time of the 2019 NHL All-Star Game. 

This June, in the aftermath of George Floyd’s killing, she again took to 
Twitter to make a new statement. It read in part: 

“I reacted to WHAT (Kaepernick) was doing instead of WHY. Then I 
listened and learned. It’s about Justice and Equality. I know better. I will 
continue to DO better.” 

In the months since meeting Coyne Schofield in 2019, King says she has 
seen her continue to grow as a leader in the game. 

“I have seen it grow because she bugs us all the time trying to get 
better,” she said with a laugh. “I mean bug in the best way. I like it, we 
love it. … When someone really loves what they do, that shows through 
as well. Her intensity is fantastic. 

“She wants to help. She wants so much for the future, and I think this 
new job will be great (for her).” 

Blackhawks assistant general manager of player development Mark 
Eaton was expecting a short chat when he first called Coyne Schofield a 
month ago to gauge her interest in a possible coaching position. That 
conversation lasted nearly an hour. 

“The majority of the conversation was about the intangibles of hockey 
and the character traits that are needed to make it to the highest level,” 
he said. “Yeah, we deal a lot with the actual hockey skills, which she’ll 
obviously be able to help in those areas as well, but it’s the work ethic, 
the passion for the game, the self-awareness, the coachability that really 
determines whether these players are going to make it or not. And you 
could sense all those in spades having a conversation with Kendall. Her 
passion for the game is obvious when you talk to her for 30 seconds.” 

When Granato was hired by Seattle, she said she viewed her hiring as a 
way to showcase “the momentum that is happening in sport with women 
being hired in all different capacities.” 

The hiring of Coyne Schofield in Chicago is an extension of that, she 
said. 

“That’s not to take away from her qualifications because she was already 
qualified for this job. It’s just that momentum we see happening in sport is 
allowing us to get these opportunities now,” she said. “Obviously, we are 
seeing it too with the hiring (of Kim Ng) in baseball. … It’s a trickle-down 
effect, and it’s long overdue.” 

The momentum is important in showing young girls that there is a path 
toward these types of jobs, Hefford said. 

“Seeing today that Kendall will take on a significant role with an 
organization like the Blackhawks who have a long, deep history,” she 
said, “It’s going to allow young girls to think that they can do the same 
and know that they can do the same and they have a future in the sport.” 

With Rockford, the AHL Affiliate for Chicago, Coyne Schofield’s 
responsibilities will include watching video, evaluating prospects and 
working with them on and off the ice. 

Leading up to Coyne Schofield’s acceptance of the job, she and Eaton 
talked about the potential hurdles posed by being a woman coaching 
men. Neither envisioned major issues. 

Blackhawks prospect Alex Vlasic doesn’t, either. 

The defenseman, a Blackhawks’ 2019 second-round pick, admitted he’s 
never been coached by a woman, but said he is looking forward to 
potentially working with Coyne Schofield. 

“Honestly, no, I don’t think it matters at all,” said Vlasic, who is from the 
Chicago suburb of Wilmette. “She’s obviously got unbelievable talent and 
skill, really good hockey sense. She’s been watching the game for such a 
long time now, she obviously knows what she’s talking about. It’s 
definitely different. I never had a woman coach before in my life, but I 
think it’s definitely a great opportunity to just learn something from 
somebody in a different pair of shoes.” 

Coyne Schofield took the job knowing a majority of the Blackhawks 
probably haven’t been coached by a woman before. If they’re not sold by 
her hockey resume, she’s confident she’ll win them over in other ways. 

“I think no matter who walks through the door, whether it’s a new coach, 
a new nutritionist, a new strength coach, you need to earn the trust and 
the respect of the players, and I plan on doing that right away through the 
work ethic that I will show them,” Coyne Schofield said. 

“That’s how I’ve made it as a player, and that’s how I plan on making it as 
a coach. While I might be the first female coach a lot of these players 
have worked with, I don’t see it as being an issue and seeing me as 
someone who will help them aspire to get to the next level to fulfill their 
NHL dream. I’m going to do everything I can do to get them ready to do 
that. Again, I think through my hockey career, I’ve been on the ice with so 
many players and I’ve earned the respect of those players through my 
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skill, through my merit, and that’s what they’re going to see me as when I 
walk through the door as a coach.” 

Those who have gotten to know Coyne Schofield don’t think she’ll have 
any problems winning over the Blackhawks’ top prospects. 

“Everything she touches is A-plus, plus, plus, if you look at her whole 
life,” King said. “Just look up Wikipedia with the World Championships, 
the Olympics, it’s like, holy camoly. She’s got a lot of gold there. I see ‘G’ 
a lot. If you just look that up, it puts things in perspective.” 

“She’s going to be successful; I have no doubt about that,” Hefford 
added. “I think she’s just going to bring so much to that organization. We 
see it in what she does for us (the PWHPA) and what she does, in all 
areas of her life. I wouldn’t bet against Kendall.” 

For Granato, the cyclical nature of inspiring Coyne Schofield, then 
watching her walk a similar path to inspire the next generation is “difficult 
to put into words.” 

“It was hard for us to hear the word ‘pioneer’ when we played. We kind of 
got it, but you couldn’t really understand its full magnitude,” she said. 
“And when I look at Kendall — just knowing and seeing her as this little 
kid with tons of energy in this huge smile and seeing where she is now — 
as this woman who’s accomplished so much in so many different 
positions, not just as a hockey player but all the things off the ice and in 
her role with broadcasting and now it’s just … I’m super proud of her.” 

Coyne Schofield, now 28, knows she is still early in her role as a leader 
and ambassador. Despite all she’s accomplished in a relatively short 
time, she has no desire to slow things down. She can’t wait to see what’s 
next. 

“I cannot wait till there’s a young girl from the Golden Coyne’s program, 
from the little Blackhawks program, from the Kendall Coyne Hockey 
Camp that texts me a picture of her gold medal and I can text her 
congratulations,” she said, noting that is one of her favorite memories 
shared with Granato. “I want to fast forward time into the future because I 
know there’s going to be one of those young hockey players that 
hopefully I touched, maybe I inspired a little bit along the way, that’s 
going to follow their dreams.” 
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