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Can Mrazek and Reimer give the Hurricanes an advantage in the condensed season?  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour likes stopping 
practice from time to time for a shootout shot, calling out the 
player. 

A few days ago, Brind’Amour picked defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, who beat goalie Petr Mrazek with a nasty top-shelf 
shot. A little later, Brind’Amour called on forward Ryan 
Dzingel, who beat goalie James Reimer. Then, defenseman 
Brett Pesce, who blasted a shot past Mrazek. 

One of the more interesting one-on-one shootouts had 
forward Martin Necas testing Mrazek on Sunday. Necas 
bolted in and lifted a smooth backhander past the goalie in 
the duel of Czech mates who are good friends off the ice.  

Brind’Amour’s reaction? No worries. He has said he likes 
seeing his guys score goals. Besides, he has trust in both 
Mrazek and Reimer, a goaltending duo who teamed up well 
to make the Hurricanes a playoff team last season and could 
decide if they will be Stanley Cup contenders in the NHL’s 
2020-21 season. 

The Canes open Thursday in Detroit against the Red Wings 
and play the Wings again Saturday. With the NHL doubling 
up on games to reduce travel during the pandemic, and with 
the Canes set for 10 back-to-back sets in the 56-game 
regular season, having the two experienced, dependable 
goalies should work to their advantage. 

“It’s tough to ride one goalie in this schedule,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I don’t see how you could do it. It’s good to know we’ve 
already done this rotation with these two guys and feel real 
confident in it, and they both look good and ready to go.  

“It sets up good for us. This type of schedule is not going to 
be an issue for us because we have two guys we like.” 

Reimer said it could be much like 2013, when the NHL 
played a condensed 48-game regular-season schedule once 
the league’s labor issues were settled and the lockout ended. 
Or, he added, any season after the all-star break when the 
games seem to quickly escalate. 

“It’s kind of a sprint and that’s what this season will be,” 
Reimer said on a media call. “If your guys can be fresh, and 
especially goaltenders, if you can have your legs every night 
and you’re getting in there regularly, I think it bodes well.” 

TODAY’S TOP HEADLINES 

The NHL will require teams to carry three goalies this season 
— there will be no emergency backup goalies in arenas — 
and Anton Forsberg could be the No. 3 goalie for the Canes 
after the Swede was acquired on waivers Tuesday. 

The Canes placed goalie Alex Nedeljkovic on waivers while 
claiming Forsberg from the Edmonton Oilers. If Nedeljkovic 
goes unclaimed by noon Wednesday, he could be the 

Canes’ No. 3 goalie. If Nedeljkovic is claimed, Forsberg is 
set to be the Canes’ taxi-squad goalie. 

With NHL rosters due Tuesday afternoon, the Canes 
announced forward Morgan Geekie, Steven Lorentz and Max 
McCormick; and defensemen Jake Bean and Joakim Ryan 
had been named to the taxi squad. 

The Canes also assigned 13 players to the Chicago Wolves 
of the AHL, including forward Seth Jarvis, their first-round 
draft pick in 2020, and forward Ryan Suzuki, their 2019 first-
round selection.  

Forsberg and Nedeljkovic spent last season with the 
Charlotte Checkers, then the Canes’ AHL affiliate. Both were 
needed in games for the Canes after the jolt of having 
Mrazek and Reimer injured in the Feb. 22 game against 
Toronto — the one that David Ayres entered as the 
emergency goalie and became an instant celebrity. Forsberg 
signed a free-agent contract with Edmonton after the season. 

It will be interesting to see how Brind’Amour splits the 
goaltending workload. Mrazek played in 40 games and 
Reimer 25 last year before the pandemic brought the regular 
season to a halt, and Reimer’s numbers — a 2.66 goals-
against average and .914 save percentage — were shade 
better than Mrazek’s 2.69 and .905.  

In the playoffs held in the Toronto bubble, Mrazek had a 2.08 
GAA and .929 save percentage in five games and Reimer 
2.36 and .934 in three. The Canes swept the New York 
Rangers, allowing four goals in the three games of the 
qualifying round, but again were ousted by the Boston Bruins 
for a sour ending. 

Both Mrazek, 28, and Reimer, 32, are due to become 
unrestricted free agents after this season. Another, deeper 
playoff run would add to their value if both perform well. 

Mrazek said he returned to Raleigh from the Czech Republic 
in October. He soon was training five days a week with 
Canes strength and conditioning coach Bill Burniston leading 
up to training camp, saying, “I feel good physically.” 

There have been no exhibition games to use as warmups. 
It’s go in net and play for keeps Thursday, which added to 
the need to make each day of training camp count. Camp 
ends Wednesday with a final team practice at PNC Arena. 

“The key for me is to make sure that every day you have that 
high level of intensity,” Reimer said. “You try to be dialed (in) 
for every shot, every scenario.” 

Canes acquire Lajoie from Senators 

The Canes announced Tuesday they had acquired 
defenseman Maxime Lajoie from the Ottawa Senators in 
exchange for forward Clark Bishop. Lajoie, 23, has played 62 
NHL games with the Senators and offers defensive depth.
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Down Goes Brown: Oddly specific 2021 predictions for every NHL team 
By Sean McIndoe 

We’re hours away from the start of the 2021 season, which 
means it’s last call on predictions. Everyone is doing them. 
Our hockey staff got to together on these, Dom’s model-
based team-by-team breakdowns are here, and various beat 
writers have put together detailed lists for their teams. And 
that’s just at The Athletic. Every outlet everywhere is doing 
their own version. 

But everyone else is smart enough to keep it at least 
plausibly vague. I am not smart. So let’s break out one of my 
favorite annual traditions: The way-too-specific predictions 
for each team. 

Here’s a prediction about these predictions: Almost all of 
them will be wrong. Some will be embarrassingly wrong. If 
you’re a few days late in getting caught up, some of these 
might already be wrong by the time you read this. But that’s 
half the fun. Anyone can predict the easy stuff, and besides, 
we all did that yesterday. 

Will any of these actually come true? Maybe! Like anyone 
who gets the bat off their shoulder enough times, I usually 
swing-and-miss and barely make contact on a few others, 
but every once in a while, I catch one just right and put it in 
the upper deck. And when that happens, I try really hard not 
to look too surprised. 

You know the drill by now. One prediction per team, in no 
particular order. Let’s get oddly specific. 

Minnesota Wild – The Wild had the worst start in the league 
last year, going 0-4-0 while giving up 21 goals and not 
recording their second win until their eighth game. They’ll flip 
the script this year and come out of the gate hot, racking up 
a dozen points in their first eight games. (Please be 
impressed with this prediction, and don’t bother looking up 
who their first eight games are against.) 

Florida Panthers – Here’s a fun fact about Sergei Bobrovsky: 
He’s had two seasons in his career where his save 
percentage was .900 or worse. One was last year. The other 
was in 2011-12, and he followed that up by winning the 
Vezina in a shortened season. So am I predicting a repeat? 
No way, because in 2012 he was 23 years old and had just 
switched teams. But I do think he rebounds from last year’s 
disaster, so let’s say he finishes this year with a more 
respectable .910. 

Calgary Flames – Jacob Markstrom has a shutout in his first 
start against his former Canucks teammates. Don’t doubt 
me, I’ve summoned Markstrom shutouts before. 

Vancouver Canucks – Speaking of Markstrom shutouts, his 
49-save performance against the Hawks on the Sedin 
banner-raising night stood as the year’s league-high for most 
shots faced without allowing a goal. This year, the hockey 
gods turn the tables, as it’s the Canucks who record the most 
shots in a game in which they’re shut out. 

Carolina Hurricanes – The Hurricanes were the only team in 
the league to make it all the way through last season without 
suffering a regulation loss in a game they lead after one 
period, going 19-0-1. So it goes without saying that they’ll 
snap that streak in the very first game of the season, when 
they lose to … wait, they’re playing the Red Wings? Good 
lord. Ah what the hell, let’s do this, the Wings come back to 
beat the Hurricanes in regulation after trailing through one. 

Philadelphia Flyers – Carter Hart has already accomplished 
a lot in his brief NHL career, but here are two things he’s 
never done: Recorded a point, or recorded a PIM. Look, kid, 
you’re not going to follow in the footsteps of Ron Hextall like 
that. This year, I’m saying he does both — and at least once, 
he does them in the same week. 

Colorado Avalanche – The Avs had the fewest shootouts in 
the league last year at two, and hockey gods bless them for 
it. But they’ll make up for lost time when they’re part of the 
longest shootout in the league at some point this season. 

Detroit Red Wings – New starter Thomas Greiss has had a 
solid 11-year career and won a Jennings with the Islanders, 
but he’s never seen his name appear on a single award 
ballot. I’m not convinced he’ll get any love from Vezina voters 
this year, since those are the GMs and they tend to just sort 
by wins and well, Red Wings. But I’m going to go even 
further. In the spirit of the immortal Al Rollins, who was 
named league MVP in 1954 despite going a woeful 12-47-7 
for a truly terrible Chicago team, I think Greiss plays well 
enough to earn at least one sympathy vote for the Hart 
Trophy. 

Chicago Blackhawks – We’re all waiting for the goaltending 
to be a disaster, and maybe it will. But let’s go against the 
grain and at least predict a solid start, as the Hawks goalies 
have recorded multiple shutouts by the time we get to 
February. 

Arizona Coyotes – The Coyotes entry from last year’s 
predictions was that Nicklas Hjalmarsson would end his 
goals drought, and I even picked an exact date for him to get 
his goal. He did score, but I missed by nine days. That’s not 
bad, so let’s go to the well again, with a different blueliner. 
Ilya Lyubushkin enters the season as the active leader for 
most games played in a career without ever scoring, at 92 
and counting. Let’s say he snaps the streak before it gets to 
triple digits, just barely, by scoring in his 100th career game. 

New York Islanders – Islanders fans are mad because 
they’re always mad everyone thinks their team is some 
boring grind brigade that can only win 2-1. Fair enough. Let’s 
try to cheer everyone up by predicting that the Islanders 
don’t win a single game all season by that exact score. 

New York Rangers – Other than losing to the Islanders 2-1 in 
the opener, my prediction for the Rangers is that Alexis 
Lafreniere will have the best offensive season of any rookie 
in team history who was a teenager on opening night. That’s 
not as high a bar as you might think for a nearly century-old 
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franchise; he only has to beat Mike Allison’s 64-point season 
from 1980-81. Lafreniere won’t hit 64 points, but on a 
prorated basis he needs 45 to beat Allison. Not to borrow 
someone else’s schtick, but I say he does it. 

Edmonton Oilers – I’m picking Connor McDavid to win the 
Art Ross, but that’s not especially specific, and barely even 
counts as a prediction. So how about this: He does it with 
exactly 87 points, tying Jamie Benn for the fewest in a non-
lockout season in the expansion era. 

Los Angeles Kings – Here’s a weird one: Despite being bad, 
the Kings were the only team in the league to go all of last 
season without giving up a shorthanded goal against at 5-on-
4. They came through for us on the whole “go against the 
grain in the first game” thing last year, so let’s try it again. 
The Kings give up a 5-on-4 shortie in their opener against 
the Wild. 

Montreal Canadiens – They will exactly equal last year’s 
point total against the Red Wings. 

New Jersey Devils – A lot of eyes will be on Jack Hughes, 
who’s coming off a rough rookie season of just seven goals. I 
don’t think he breaks all the way through as a superstar just 
one year later, but I think we see some significant progress 
that reassures Devils fans. Let’s say he doubles his goals to 
14 on the nose, which is basically a full-season 20 goal pace. 

Nashville Predators – Since Ray Bourque in 1990 and 1991, 
the only player to win back-to-back Norris Trophies is Nicklas 
Lidstrom, and that was over a decade ago. Can Roman Josi 
pull it off? No, but he finishes third. 

Montreal Canadiens – OK fine, I’ll do a real one for the Habs. 
Arpon Basu had a few good ones last week, but I’ll keep it 
simple. Montreal fans are already sick of hearing about how 
shiny new toy Josh Anderson only had one goal last year, so 
let’s put an end to that by penciling him in for two goals in his 
Canadiens debut. 

Anaheim Ducks – It’s easy to forget because of how the rest 
of the season went, but the Ducks started strong last year, 
going 6-2-0 through eight while giving up just 14 goals. It was 
a reminder that a start isn’t everything, and that might be 
good news for this year’s team because their early schedule 
is tough. Let’s pencil them in to flip the script by winning just 
two of their first eight. 

Ottawa Senators – Do you know who holds the record for 
most points by a German-born rookie? No, it’s not Leon 
Draisaitl — he only had nine. It’s actually an unpleasant 
name for Sens fans: Dany Heatley, who was born in Freiburg 
while his dad played pro there, and had 67 points for the 
2001-02 Thrashers. Tim Stuetzle won’t get anywhere near 
that in a 56-game season, but the record for German-trained 
rookies is Jochen Hecht’s 34 for the 1999-2000 Blues, which 
seems to be in range if he plays regularly. I think he will, so 
let’s say he breaks the record in the season’s final week. 

Columbus Blue Jackets – The Pierre-Luc Dubois trade watch 
will be a big story all year, and the narrative machine tells us 
this can only go in one of two specific ways: He plays mad 
and has a big breakout, or the trade talk is a distraction and 
he struggles. So of course he’ll frustrate us all by scoring at 
the same 60-point pace he’s been at for the last two years, 
which will put him just over 40 on the shortened season. 

Dallas Stars – They couldn’t find the four wins they needed 
against the Lightning in last year’s Stanley Cup Final. This 
year they’ll do it twice, by racking up a total of eight wins 
against the Lightning over the regular season and playoffs 
combined. 

Pittsburgh Penguins – The Penguins are one half of the 
single biggest buyer/seller trade of the deadline. But I’ll hold 
off on saying which side of the trade they’re on. 

St. Louis Blues – It took a while for Mike Hoffman to find a 
new home, even though all he does is go out there and score 
20-plus goals every year of his career as a full-time NHLer. 
Can he do it again in a shortened season? Yes, although not 
by much, as he ends up with 21 on the year. 

Vegas Golden Knights – Alex Pietrangelo should put up 
plenty of points in Vegas, but will he outscore what quasi-
replacement Torey Krug can produce in St. Louis? No, 
because they’ll finish tied. 

Toronto Maple Leafs – Let’s see if I can will this one into 
existence: For the first time in over 40 years, the Leafs face 
the Canadiens in the playoffs. And it goes seven. 

Washington Capitals – When it comes to goal-scoring, you 
can’t find a lot of things that Alexander Ovechkin has never 
done. But here’s one: In 15 seasons, he’s never finished 
second in the goal-scoring race. He’s won the race nine 
times, somehow dropped outside the top 10 twice, and also 
has two thirds, a fourth and a fifth. But never second … until 
this year. 

San Jose Sharks – Every year, I like to pick one team to 
finish with the exact same record as the year before. We 
can’t do that this year, because of the shortened schedule. 
But let’s do the next best thing, and predict that the Sharks 
will finish with exactly the same number of points — 63 — in 
this year’s 56 games as they had in last year’s 70. 

Winnipeg Jets – The last time we saw the Jets, they were 
losing three-of-four to the Flames in the qualifying round. We 
won’t have to wait long for a rematch this year, sort of, 
because the two teams face each other four straight times in 
February. The Jets will get a small measure of revenge by 
taking three-of-four in that series. 

Tampa Bay Lightning – One of the most impressive parts of 
the Lightning postseason run was their consistency; they 
never lost two games in a row. So how long will it take them 
to drop two straight during the 2021 season? Let’s give them 
all the way until Games 3 and 4, when the Stars and Blue 
Jackets team up to remind them what a losing streak feels 
like. 

Buffalo Sabres – One of my all-time worst predictions came 
in 2018 when I picked Casey Mittelstadt to win the Calder in 
a close race over Elias Petterson. In the end, Petterson 
squeaked out the win with 1,650 voting points to 
Middlestadt’s, uh, zero. Have I learned a lesson on being 
cautious about Sabres rookies? Yes, but not much of one, 
because I’m picking Dylan Cozens as a Calder finalist. 

Seattle Kraken – Hell yeah we’re going to include the new 
guys. It’s a little tricky to make any predictions for them, 
though, thanks to that minor detail about them not playing yet 
and having no players. But that will change soon, so let’s go 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 13, 2021 

 

with this: One player who’ll go on to be chosen in the 2021 
expansion draft will score an overtime goal in this year’s 
playoffs. 

Boston Bruins – Finally, we all make mistakes and there’s 
nothing quite like a good redemption story, so let’s say that 
at some point this year, the Bruins beat the Flyers in a 
shootout with Brad Marchand scoring the winner.

NHL taxi squads: Why it’s more than just picking six players 

By Ryan S. Clark 
Picking a taxi squad sounds simple enough, right? Just take 
up to five skaters and a goaltender who were good in training 
camp but missed the final cut. 

The equation isn’t that simple. 

Do you take experienced players who would go between the 
NHL and AHL? You know what you’re getting with them. But 
what about the prospects? On one hand, they get to learn 
some really useful skills while giving the front office a chance 
to further evaluate them daily. But, it could be too early to 
assume they’re ready for the NHL and can be trusted when 
the time comes. 

Welcome to the philosophical dilemma facing coaches and 
executives throughout the NHL: What will you do with your 
taxi squad? 

“It’s a good question,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. 
“It’s something we discuss a bit and a lot of times, it is on a 
need basis because we’ll be making a decision as far as 
health. But I think as far as young and top prospects, we 
want to play them. Whether we play them here or they’re 
going to play in Syracuse. The taxi squad practices, but 
that’s practices. You’re going to need real playing time for 
young guys and we want to make sure they are playing but 
there will be competition for guys who are not on an NHL 
roster to get practice time and play.” 

Attempting to build the strongest possible roster is nothing 
new in the NHL. Trying to do that in a truncated, 56-game 
regular season while weighing development versus 
experience at a time when the most careful could still 
contract COVID-19 is another set of challenges. Plus, there 
are the financial considerations teams must consider when it 
comes to the salary cap. Having options and the certainty 
within those options is why the NHL instituted taxi squads in 
the first place. It’s also the same reason why there are 
dilemmas about constructing a taxi squad. 

Use the conversation about choosing between development 
or experience. The AHL has the framework for a Feb. 5 start. 
But those plans could change over the next few weeks. The 
same applies to the OHL and WHL for their potential return 
dates. The OHL is planning to begin its season Feb. 4, while 
the WHL has yet to declare a start date after pushing back its 
plans to start its regular season on Jan. 8. The QMJHL has 
resumed play after going on pause for a month following a 
surge in confirmed COVID-19 cases throughout its league. 

It all amounts to a sizable collection of players not playing 
games. So what is the best option in that case? Are teams 
better off building a taxi squad with more proven players? 
That way, coaches have experienced options who 
hypothetically come with fewer questions as they wait for 
playing time between games. Or how much sense does it 
make to have prospects on the taxi squad? On one hand, 
they would get a chance to further their development in 

practices while being in an NHL environment. But having 
those young players on the taxi squad potentially comes with 
the risk of them not playing games at the NHL level when 
they could be logging minutes elsewhere. 

Look at the Avalanche, for example. They are entering the 
regular season as a legitimate Stanley Cup favorite because 
they have players such as Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan 
MacKinnon, Cale Makar and Mikko Rantanen, among others. 
But they also have prospects such as Shane Bowers, Bowen 
Byram, Martin Kaut and Conor Timmins who are part of their 
future plans. Does it aid their development to be in the NHL 
on standby with the hope those practices prove valuable? Or 
are they better served by being in the AHL and playing 
games? 

“I don’t want any of our guys sitting around too long without 
playing,” Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said. “They’re 
coming in and they’re trying to survive and trying to keep 
their head above water. They’re not playing the way they can 
play to help your team win. That is my belief on it. They are 
going to get good reps in practice and they’ll be in condition 
because we have time to skate them with our team and 
before and after our team. But they’re hockey players and 
the best part about playing hockey is the competition part of 
it. Games is No. 1 and then you’ll get a little bit of competition 
in practice with your friends on the team. But it’s about 
playing the game, so I prefer that they are playing.” 

Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said the Hurricanes were likely 
going to wait until the last day of training camp before 
making a decision. At the time Waddell spoke, he said they 
are thinking they will have a mix of experienced players and 
prospects. Waddell said the objective is to give their 
prospects experience while also knowing they have the 
players they would normally call upon in the event of an 
injury during a more traditional season. 

Waddell said Seth Jarvis, the team’s first-round pick in 2020, 
was in camp with the Hurricanes. In a more traditional 
regular season, prospects such as Jarvis would only be 
eligible to play in the NHL or with his junior team. If Jarvis 
started the regular season with the Hurricanes and they 
wanted to send him down, Jarvis would then have to spend 
the rest of the season playing in the WHL with his team, the 
Portland Winterhawks. Then, Jarvis could only return to the 
NHL once the Winterhawks’ season was completed because 
of the current NHL-CHL agreement. 

This year, however, NHL teams can keep their junior 
prospects on taxi squads should they have nowhere to play. 
In Jarvis’ case, he could either play in the AHL or be a taxi 
squad member given the WHL has an undetermined starting 
date. 

“We all know the rules now,” Waddell said about the 
complexities of the taxi squad rules. “The biggest thing is the 
protocols that are involved. Every day, something comes up 
that we have to deal with. The player movement, we have 
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that down. It’s pretty straightforward. The juniors are the only 
difference this year about moving players up and down and 
all the protocols and all the testing.” 

There is also another item teams must consider when it 
comes to the taxi squad: Travel. 

Waddell said each team has the freedom to determine how 
many of their taxi squad members can travel with the NHL 
roster. The only mandatory requirement is each team must 
travel with their taxi squad goaltender. Leaving taxi squad 
players back in their home NHL cities means there are fewer 
people traveling and those players would have to take days 
off because of the quarantine rules. 

But what does a team do if they left their taxi squad 
members at home and suddenly, a few players on the NHL 
roster get injured or test positive for COVID-19? Waddell 
said a player who flies commercially must quarantine for 
seven days before they join the team. If they drive, then, they 
must take four COVID-19 tests and have negative results 
before they are cleared to play. 

“This is where the taxi squad is very important,” Waddell 
said. “You make sure you have the right people in case you 
do get short-handed. … If something drastic happened, if we 
had to play someone from Chicago (Carolina’s AHL affiliate) 
and they had to get to Raleigh, unless it was an emergency 
situation, you are able to quarantine for seven days and it 
should not be an obstacle. If it was someone we needed to 
get somewhere quicker, then you drive straight through for a 
12-hour drive or look at alternatives like a charter flight.” 

The Hurricanes will play in the Central Division against the 
Blackhawks, Blue Jackets, Lightning, Panthers, Predators, 
Red Wings and Stars. Six of those teams are within a 12-
hour drive of Raleigh, while five of those cities are within a 
13-hour drive of the Canes’ AHL affiliate, the Chicago 
Wolves. Waddell said if a player decides to drive instead of 
flying commercially, they can make the drive with an 
immediate family member like a spouse, but not someone 
from the outside. 

“If you bring your dad in, that would be a problem because 
he is coming from someplace else,” Waddell said. “There are 
some things we are going to find out. But you would not want 
to do something like have a friend drive with you because 

that friend might not be getting tested and that would defeat 
everything.” 

Many NHL teams have their AHL affiliates within a 250-mile 
drive. It could make getting an AHL player added to the taxi 
squad less hectic, depending upon where they were 
heading. At least, that is the case for most teams in the 
United States. What some of the league’s Canadian teams 
are facing, however, is a different set of circumstances 
because of the current situation with the Canada-U.S. 
border. 

Franchises such as the Canadiens, Jets and Maple Leafs 
have their AHL affiliates either in the same building, same 
city or a nearby suburb. Meanwhile, the Senators’ farm club 
in Belleville, Ont., is less than a three-hour drive. Whereas 
the Canucks, Flames and Oilers all have AHL teams that are 
hundreds of miles away in the U.S., which leads to questions 
about what they will do to demote or promote players from 
the taxi squad. 

The border is why the AHL will also have a Canadian division 
and it’s why the Flames faced questions about moving their 
AHL affiliate from Stockton, Calif., to Canada. Flames GM 
Brad Treliving told reporters last Thursday their AHL team 
will remain in Stockton as they examine the strongest 
possible outcome to make it all work going back and forth 
with their taxi squad. 

“The challenges with the borders are certainly going to be 
things you take into consideration with call-ups,” Treliving 
said. “Now, there’s two things to go with this. We want our 
young players playing. We want them playing games and the 
taxi squad – we’ve got a bunch of different scenarios. If I flip 
this camera around, it looks like that scene from ‘A Beautiful 
Mind’ where all the equations are on the board. That’s what 
the board looks like right now with all the different scenarios. 
But you got a taxi squad there if you need it and you’re going 
to have to be judicious in terms of watching your call-ups 
because of the quarantine. Ultimately, part of this with all of 
the challenges of a short year, you still want to develop your 
young players. 

“That’s going to be part of this trick. I would expect a lot of 
those players rather than sitting on a taxi squad where you’re 
not playing potentially for a period of time, they could be in 
Stockton, they could be moved back and forth. It’s going to 
be a very fluid situation.” 
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NHL predictions for 2020-21 season: Projecting the Stanley Cup, MVP and more 

By Scott Burnside 

The NHL has moved to the edge of an unprecedented 56-
game 2020-21 NHL season that will feature realigned 
divisions, a new schedule format and adjustments to the 
playoffs. 

The four new divisions are made up of an all-Canadian 
Division, and three divisions geographically dividing the 24 
U.S. teams. All regular-season games and the first two 
rounds of the playoffs will be played within those divisions, 
so if familiarity really does breed contempt, this will be a 
season of extreme contempt by the time all is said and done. 

As we do every season at The Athletic, we polled our hockey 
writers about how we see the coming weeks and months 
unfolding, all the winners, losers, pleasant surprises and 
bust-out performances to come. Enjoy. 

Best of the NHL divisions 

Our picks for the four division winners reflect the geographic 
concentration of talent in the East, the lack of said talent in 
the West and the uncertainty over what will unfold north of 
the 49th parallel in the new O Canada division. 

Who will win the North Division? 

Maple Leafs 28 68.29% 

Canucks 5 12.20% 

Oilers 4 9.76% 

Canadiens 2 4.88% 

Flames 1 2.44% 

Jets 1 2.44% 

Senators 0 0.00% 

Who will win the East Division? 

Flyers 19 46.34% 

Bruins 12 29.27% 

Capitals 5 12.20% 

Islanders 2 4.88% 

Rangers 2 4.88% 

Penguins 1 2.44% 

Sabres 0 0.00% 

Devils 0 0.00% 

Who will win the Central Division? 

Lightning 32 78.05% 

Hurricanes 6 14.63% 

Predators 2 4.88% 

Blue Jackets 1 2.44% 

Blackhawks 0 0.00% 

Stars 0 0.00% 

Red Wings 0 0.00% 

Panthers 0 0.00% 

Who will win the West Division? 

Avalanche 30 73.17% 

Golden Knights 10 24.39% 

Blues 1 2.44% 

Ducks 0 0.00% 

Coyotes 0 0.00% 

Kings 0 0.00% 

Wild 0 0.00% 

Sharks 0 0.00% 

Six of the seven Canadian teams earned votes as a possible 
division winner, Ottawa being the lone team without a vote. 
Still, a talent-laden Toronto team is the clear favorite in the 
North division, garnering 28 of 41 votes or 68.29 percent. 

No such clarity in the East where the Flyers and Bruins, even 
with iconic captain Zdeno Chara departed for Washington, 
split the majority of votes 19 and 12 respectively. All but New 
Jersey and Buffalo earned at least one vote as a possible 
East Division champ, and the division was the obvious 
choice as the most difficult of the four with 35 of 41 votes. 
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Most everyone loves the Lightning to finish atop the Central, 
while in the West only Colorado, Vegas and St. Louis earned 
votes with the Avs a clear favorite to win the division. 
Shockingly, the West was voted weakest division, but by a 
far slimmer margin than might have been expected given 
that three of the seven teams that didn’t qualify for return to 
play last summer — San Jose, Anaheim and Los Angeles — 
and lightly regarded Arizona and Minnesota comprise the 
majority of the division. 

Which is the hardest division? 

East 35 85.37% 

North 2 4.88% 

Central 2 4.88% 

West 2 4.88% 

Which is the weakest division? 

West 16 39.02% 

North 13 31.71% 

Central 12 29.27% 

East 0 0.00% 

 

Stanley Cup 

Speaking of the Avalanche, they are the preseason darlings 
with 63.41 percent of voters thinking Colorado will claim its 
first Stanley Cup since 2001. Vegas was next with just six 
votes, as eight different teams received at least one vote as 
a potential champ. It’s hard not to like the Avs given the way 
they’re built, including the addition of two-time Stanley Cup 
winner Brandon Saad up front and Devon Toews on the back 
end. A bit surprising was the fact only one team, Toronto, 
earned a vote from the North Division. Obviously not much 
faith that a Canadian Stanley Cup drought that stretches 
back to 1993 is going to end this season. 

Who will win the Stanley Cup? 

Avalanche 26 63.41% 

Golden Knights 6 14.63% 

Lightning 4 9.76% 

Predators 1 2.44% 

Hurricanes 1 2.44% 

Penguins 1 2.44% 

Flyers 1 2.44% 

Maple Leafs 1 2.44% 

Nathan MacKinnon, who also figures prominently in 
individual award voting, was the runaway leader in votes for 
the Conn Smythe Trophy winner as playoff MVP. 

Conn Smythe winner? 

Nathan MacKinnon 24 60.00% 

Robin Lehner 3 7.50% 

Brayden Point 2 5.00% 

Mark Stone 2 5.00% 

(NINE OTHER PLAYERS RECEIVED ONE VOTE.) 

Looking ahead to the NHL Draft lottery 

Detroit, which reached new levels of futility during the 
shortened 2019-20 season with a mind-boggling minus-122 
goal differential in 71 games, is again predicted to bring up 
the rear in league standings with 21 votes or 51.22 percent 
of ballots cast. New Central Division colleagues Chicago, 
already laid low by injury, did receive five votes, third-most 
from our panel. Ottawa with six votes was second, while New 
Jersey and two California teams, Anaheim and Los Angeles, 
also received votes. 

Last-place team? 

Red Wings 21 51.22% 

Senators 6 14.63% 

Blackhawks 5 12.20% 

Kings 4 9.76% 

Ducks 3 7.32% 

Devils 2 4.88% 

Surprises and disappointments 

Fourteen teams earned votes in our biggest surprise 
category, led by Montreal. “Surprise” is a pretty subjective 
term and, given the bulking up that Montreal did by adding 
Josh Anderson, Tyler Toffoli, Corey Perry and Jake Allen, 
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not sure it’ll be that surprising if it challenges for one of the 
top spots in the North Division. 

Most surprising team? 

Canadiens 6 14.63% 

Sabres 5 12.20% 

Panthers 5 12.20% 

Flames 4 9.76% 

Senators 4 9.76% 

Rangers 4 9.76% 

Jets 3 7.32% 

Devils 3 7.32% 

(SIX OTHER TEAMS RECEIVED TWO OR FEWER 
VOTES.) 

On the other end of the scale, Boston topped a list of 16 
teams receiving votes in our season’s biggest 
disappointment category. The departure of Chara, the 
injuries and the move to the crowded East Division likely has 
something to do with that viewpoint, although I still like the 
Bruins and new captain Patrice Bergeron to return to the 
postseason. 

Most disappointing team? 

Bruins 8 19.51% 

Maple Leafs 4 9.76% 

Penguins 4 9.76% 

Blues 4 9.76% 

Canucks 3 7.32% 

Stars 3 7.32% 

(TEN OTHER TEAMS RECEIVED TWO OR FEWER 
VOTES.) 

Jack Hughes, the 2019 No. 1 pick who endured a rocky first 
NHL season, topped our list of players expected to have a 
breakout season, while another former No. 1 pick, Taylor 
Hall, who signed a surprise one-year deal with Buffalo, 
topped our list of potential underachievers. What was 
perhaps most telling is that 25 players received at least one 
vote in the breakout category and a whopping 29 players 
received votes as potential underachievers. Maybe we’re all 

just feeling a bit pessimistic about everything as we head into 
this season. 

Breakout player? 

Jack Hughes 6 14.63% 

Rasmus Dahlin 4 9.76% 

Andrei Svechnikov 4 9.76% 

Nick Suzuki 3 7.32% 

Tim Stuetzle 2 4.88% 

Kaapo Kakko  2 4.88% 

Igor Shesterskin 2 4.88% 

(EIGHTEEN OTHER PLAYERS RECEIVED ONE VOTE.) 

Biggest underachiever? 

Taylor Hall 5 12.20% 

Drew Doughty 3 7.32% 

Claude Giroux 2 4.88% 

Evgeni Malkin 2 4.88% 

Jack Hughes  2 4.88% 

Patrick Kane 2 4.88% 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 2 4.88% 

Tony DeAngelo 2 4.88% 

(TWENTY-ONE OTHER PLAYERS RECEIVED ONE 
VOTE.) 

 

NHL Awards 

Hart Trophy winner? 

Nathan MacKinnon 20 48.78% 

Connor McDavid 15 36.59% 

Sidney Crosby 2 4.88% 
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Jack Eichel 1 2.44% 

Brayden Point 1 2.44% 

Artemi Panarin  1 2.44% 

Auston Matthews  1 2.44% 

Art Ross winner? 

Connor McDavid 33 80.49% 

Nathan Mackinnon 5 12.20% 

Artemi Panarin 2 4.88% 

Leon Draisaitl 1 2.44% 

Interesting how our voters think strongly that Connor 
McDavid will return as the NHL’s top regular season point 
producer, but almost half of our esteemed voters predict 
MacKinnon will be the pick when it came time to name the 
league’s most valuable player (technically, the Hart Trophy 
goes to the player deemed most valuable to their team). 

Rocket Richard winner? 

Auston Matthews  22 53.66% 

Alex Ovechkin 5 12.20% 

Nathan MacKinnon 3 7.32% 

David Pastrnak  3 7.32% 

Leon Draisaitl 2 4.88% 

Connor McDavid 2 4.88% 

(FOUR OTHER PLAYERS RECEIVED ONE VOTE.) 

As for the Rocket Richard Trophy for top goal-scoring honors 
— a trophy dominated for the last decade by Alex Ovechkin 
(he’s won or shared the award seven of the last eight 
seasons and nine times in total) — voters predict there will 
be a changing of the guard with Auston Matthews topping 
this category. Ovechkin got five votes, second-most among 
our panel, but the fact 10 different players received at least 
one vote suggests this trophy really is up for grabs in a 
shortened season. 

Norris Trophy winner? 

Victor Hedman 11 26.83% 

Seth Jones 8 19.51% 

Miro Heiskanen 6 14.63% 

Cale Makar  5 12.20% 

Dougie Hamilton 5 12.20% 

Alex Pietrangelo 3 7.32% 

Roman Josi 2 4.88% 

Charlie McAvoy 1 2.44% 

No surprise that defending playoff MVP and former Norris 
Trophy winner Victor Hedman is our group’s pick, but what is 
surprising is that six other defensemen received at least two 
votes, including impressive youngsters Cale Makar and Miro 
Heiskanen. Did we mention a changing of the guard? 

Vezina Trophy winner? 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 15 36.59% 

Carter Hart 10 24.39% 

Jacob Markstrom 4 9.76% 

Robin Lehner 4 9.76% 

Connor Hellebuyck 3 7.32% 

Carey Price 3 7.32% 

Sergei Bobrovsky  1 2.44% 

Tuukka Rask 1 2.44% 

Lots of love for Andrei Vasilevskiy to join his Tampa 
teammate Hedman in the hardware lineup with what would 
be his second Vezina Trophy. But if our voters are right, 
Philadelphia netminding phenom Carter Hart will be right on 
Vasilevskiy’s heels. The two combined for 25 votes, with four 
others receiving at least three votes: Vegas’ Robin Lehner, 
Calgary’s Jacob Markstrom, Montreal’s Carey Price and 
Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck — last season’s winner. 

Calder Trophy winner? 

Alexis Lafreniere 20 48.78% 

Igor Shesterkin 7 17.07% 
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Tim Stuetzle 5 12.20% 

Kirill Kaprizov 5 12.20% 

Trevor Zegras 2 4.88% 

Liam Foudy 1 2.44% 

Quinton Byfield 1 2.44% 

If our voters are on the money, the New York Rangers will be 
celebrating a rookie of the year winner next summer as No. 1 
pick Alexis Lafrenière topped our Calder list with 20 votes. 
Must admit I’m a bit surprised that netminder Igor Shesterkin 
was second with seven votes. 

Jack Adams Award winner? 

Jared Bednar Colorado 8 19.51% 

Rod Brind'Amour Carolina 5 12.20% 

Ralph Krueger Buffalo 5 12.20% 

Barry Trotz NY Islanders 4 9.76% 

David Quinn NY Rangers  4 9.76% 

Joel Quenneville Florida 3 7.32% 

(NINE OTHER COACHES RECEIVED TWO VOTES OR 
FEWER.) 

The Jack Adams Award technically goes to the NHL’s coach 
of the year, but often it’s awarded to the coach who does 
more with less. A subtle distinction but a real one 
nonetheless. But our panel locked in on what could be a 
special year for the Avalanche by tabbing Jared Bednar as 
the preseason winner. But it was hardly a landslide with 
Bednar capturing just eight votes. In fact, 15 different 
coaches earned at least one vote. 

First coach fired? 

Jeff Blashill Detroit 13 31.71% 

Jeremy Colliton Chicago  6 14.63% 

Paul Maurice Winnipeg 6 14.63% 

Mike Sullivan Pittsburgh 5 12.20% 

None fired in-season  3 7.32% 

(FIVE OTHER COACHES RECEIVED TWO VOTES OR 
FEWER.) 

On the other end of the job security scale, Detroit’s Jeff 
Blashill earned 13 votes as the first coach to be relieved of 
his duties. Doubt that happens given Detroit’s ongoing 
rebuild and, in fact, I was one of three who voted that there 
would be zero coaches fired in-season. Pretty sure Blashill 
hopes that’s the trend.
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Projecting the Canes Defensive Pairs 

Canes boast elite talent on the blue line 

By Michael Smith 

The strength of the Carolina Hurricanes is their defense. The 
team boasts one of the most talented, skilled and potentially 
even underrated group of six on the blue line. 

The Canes' defensive wealth is the result of years of adept 
drafting and developing combined with wise asset 
management. 

Let's take a look at how the Canes will line up defensively 
this season. 

Jaccob Slavin - Dougie Hamilton  

The Canes' top defensive pairing is among the league's elite. 
Slavin's defensive prowess matched with Hamilton's 
offensive flair makes the duo a dynamic threat. Slavin and 
Hamilton will chew up minutes on the blue line, routinely 
taking on the opposition's best while also logging quality 
minutes on special teams. 

Slavin posted career highs in assists (30), points (36) and 
plus-minus (plus-30) in 68 games in 2019-20. He led the 
Canes in average time on ice (23:24) and ranked sixth in the 
league in total shorthanded time on ice (210:55). Slavin 
finished fifth in Norris Trophy voting, with one second-place 
vote and five third-place votes in 82 appearances on 
Professional Hockey Writers Association ballots. He also 
finished fourth in Lady Byng voting with 31 first-place votes, 
second most among all players, after recording just 10 
penalty minutes. 

Slavin also made his first NHL All-Star Weekend appearance 
in place of his injured defensive partner. Slavin won the 
Accuracy Shooting event at NHL All-Star Skills when he hit 
all five digital targets in 9.505 seconds. 

Hamilton, who NHL Network ranked as the seventh-best 
defenseman in the league, ranked fourth on the Canes in 
points (40) and eighth among all NHL defensemen in goals 
(14) in the 2019-20 season, despite playing in just 47 games. 
Had his season not been cut short by a leg injury, he likely 
would have posted career numbers across the board, he 
would have participated in his first NHL All-Star Weekend 
and he would have been in the mix for Norris Trophy voting. 

"He's a big part of our team," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "We love him around here." 

Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce  

This is a new pairing, one the coaching staff has stuck with 
throughout training camp and one that is likely to remain 

intact come opening night. It's a balanced pair that's going to 
defend well and move the puck up-ice with relative ease.  

After the Canes acquired Skjei from the New York Rangers 
at the trade deadline, he logged just seven games before the 
pause cut the cord on the 2019-20 season. Skjei then played 
eight games in the 2020 postseason and logged a pair of 
assists and a booming hit on an old teammate turned 
teammate once more. 

"He's such a dynamic skater. That's his best asset. His gaps 
are so good. When you have a D-man like that, it kind of 
makes everything easier for you," Skjei's defensive partner 
said. "We're lucky to have him here." 

Pesce hasn't played a game with the Canes in 11 months, 
his return to the ice in training camp a long time coming after 
having shoulder surgery in March. Without question, the 
Canes are a better team when Pesce is in the lineup. His 
defensive partner and head coach called him "an elite 
defenseman in this league," and James Reimer said Pesce 
has a "ton of skill and heart" and is dependable and 
trustworthy as a defender. The Canes have had a recent 
knack for drafting and developing talent in deeper rounds; 
Pesce was the 66th overall selection (third round) in the 
2013 NHL Draft. 

"He's a real smart player. When he's not in the lineup, you 
certainly miss it, no doubt about it," Brind'Amour said. "I think 
he's one of the better defenders around. It's tough to replace 
a guy like that." 

Jake Gardiner - Haydn Fleury  

The Canes have found balance in each of their three 
defensive pairs, and with this duo, they strike a nice 
equilibrium between Gardiner's offensive abilities, especially 
on the power play, and Fleury's growing confidence in his 
own zone. 

Gardiner is entering the second year of a four-year deal he 
signed with the Canes in Sept. 2019. Gardiner posted 24 
points (4g, 20a), 11 of which were on the power play, in 68 
games with the Canes in 2019-20. The 30-year-old blueliner, 
now a father of two, will be counted on to quarterback the 
Canes' second power play unit. 

For the first time in his career, Fleury came into training 
camp with a spot on the Canes' blue line, well-earned from 
his performance in 2020, from late in the regular season 
through the playoffs. Fleury finished with 14 points (4g, 10a) 
in 45 games before adding another two goals, 19 blocks and 
11 hits in what was a statement playoff showing from the 
young defenseman. 
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"We're still counting on Haydn to get better and take that 
next step," Brind'Amour said. "I think we all would agree that 
the last little bit of last season definitely showed the 
promise." 

In the mix: Jake Bean, Joakim Ryan  

Bean was named an AHL First Team All-Star and received 
the Eddie Shore Award as the AHL's Defenseman of the 
Year in 2019-20, and now he's going to fight for a spot in the 
Canes' lineup. The team's 13th overall pick from 2016 is 
ready to make that a reality. 

"It's exciting, something that feels like has been a long time 
coming for me," he said. "I think I took advantage of being in 

the American League and getting a lot of ice time. I'll do my 
best to make all that work come to fruition." 

Brind'Amour has noticed the young defenseman early in 
camp, as well. 

"He's definitely taken a step," Brind'Amour said. "Will he get 
in [the lineup]? I'm almost sure of it. We need to see what we 
have in him." 

The Canes inked Ryan to a one-year, two-way contact in 
October to beef up their defensive depth. Ryan has totaled 
24 points (4g, 20a) in 141 career NHL games with San Jose 
and Los Angeles and has been skating alongside Bean as 
the team's extra defensive pair in camp practices thus far. 

 

Canes Have Blueprint for Goalie Rotation Success 

Schonfelder: 'If you have two guys who are capable and can 
play, why not play them?' 

By Michael Smith 

In each of the last two seasons, the Carolina Hurricanes 
have approached their goaltending as more of a tandem 
system rather than forcing the traditional starter and backup 
roles. 

It's a shift in mindset that is, to varying degrees, trending 
around the league, but the Canes already have an 
established comfortability and model of success. 

With a 56-game schedule that features 10 sets of back-to-
back games, 26 two-game sets against seven divisional 
opponents and just one gap in between games that's longer 
than two days in the next four-and-a-half months, routinely 
being able to rotate between goaltenders is going to be 
critical to team success. 

"It's going to be tough to ride one goalie in this schedule. I 
don't see how you could do it," head coach Brind'Amour 
said. "It's good to know we've already done this rotation with 
these two guys and feel real confident in it." 

In 2018-19, it was Petr Mrazek and Curtis McElhinney. In 
2019-20, it was Mrazek and James Reimer. In 2020-21, it's 
once again Mrazek and Reimer. 

Mrazek posted a 21-16-2 record, a 2.69 goals-against 
average and a .905 save percentage in 40 games last 
season. Reimer finished 14-6-2 with a 2.66 goals-against 
average and a .914 save percentage in 25 games. 

Both recorded three shutouts, the first goaltending pair in 
franchise history to do so in a single season. On Jan. 10 
(Mrazek) and Jan. 11 (Reimer), the Canes notched back-to-
back shutouts for just the second time in franchise history 
and the first time with two different goalies. 

"They both look good and ready to go," Brind'Amour said. "It 
sets up well for this. This type of schedule isn't going to be 
an issue for us because we have two guys we like." 

Brind'Amour typically defers to his goalie coach on game-to-
game decision making. Calling the shots this season will be 
Paul Schonfelder, who was promoted from minor league 
goalie consultant, swapping roles with Jason Muzzatti. Since 
Schonfelder has been working in the organization for the last 
two seasons, he was already familiar with Mrazek and 
Reimer, but he's spent the last few months breaking down 
tape and developing a comfortable workflow with his 
netminding duo. 

"You're going to need both guys," he said. "If you have two 
guys who are capable and can play, why not play them? To 
have two guys is key."  

The relationship between Mrazek and Reimer is one that 
mimics that team-first approach and embraces the 
competitive drive they both instinctively own. 

"I think our friendship is really, really good," Mrazek said. 
"We try to be as good as we can as friends and help each 
other on and off the ice." 

"The relationship is great. Pete's a great guy. He's a great 
goalie partner, and he's been awesome ever since I came 
here," Reimer said. "I think we help each other and push 
each other." 

The two, though, couldn't be more disparate in their playing 
styles. Mrazek is an active body who relies on athleticism, 
while Reimer is more comfortable in his crease, but both are 
trying to accomplish the same thing. 

"They are different, but they're effective," Schonfelder said. 
"At the end of the day, it's whatever works for them. What 
helps us get wins is the important thing." 

Through informal skates and a week-and-a-half of training 
camp, Mrazek and Reimer are confident in their games, and 
the Canes are confident in their goaltending tandem. 

"I think everyone looks really good," Mrazek said. "Everyone 
is ready to go and really excited for the season to start."
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Pre-season Power Rankings: Who has the edge heading into NHL's 2021 sprint? 

Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews discusses his excitement and 
his expectations within the North Division, says it's a tough 
division with a lot of teams that improved over the offseason 
and have something to prove this year. 

By Ryan Dixon 

One incredibly inconsequential thing I’ve always liked about 
Major League Baseball is that, unlike the other three major 
pro sports circuits in North America, its entire run occurs 
within one calendar year. There’s something neat and tidy 
about not having a hyphen in the middle of your season. 

Well, welcome to the 2021 NHL season. 

For the third time in about 25 years, hockey is dropping the 
puck in the dead of winter. You know the drill by now; four 
groups of four, inter [insert ad here] division play only and 56 
games for each club to prove itself playoff-worthy. 

The 1995 New Jersey Devils kicked off a dynasty of sorts 
with their title that year, while the 2013 Chicago Blackhawks 
distanced themselves from the world of one-off winners by 
claiming their second Cup in four years that spring. Both of 
those teams played 48-game schedules that began in 
January thanks to labour strife. The stakes outside hockey 
are much higher this time around, but the game’s return 
marks more opportunities for small escapes during this 
global pandemic. 

It also signals the start of arguing about who is better than 
who, so with this sprint about to leave the blocks, here are 
Sportsnet’s pre-season Power Rankings. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 
“One day some neighbourhood kids carried my mother’s 
groceries all the way home. You know why? It was out of 
respect.” The Goodfellas logic applies to the defending 
champs, who still get the nod to start here even with Nikita 
Kucherov out for the regular season. Plus, Lord knows which 
fourth-rounder in the organization is about to become a star. 

2. Colorado Avalanche  
A quick twirl around the Internet tells you this is the 
consensus pick to go all the way. Say this, though: The heat 
is getting cranked up in Denver as the Avs make the 
sometimes-awkward transition from all cute and furry to big-
boy expectations. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights  
One only of Colorado, Vegas and St. Louis is coming out of 
the West Division, so two teams with legit title hopes are 
going to be severely saddened. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs  
The talent can’t be ignored, the tweaks addressed 
weaknesses and the kids have four years’ worth of 
experience — and playoff disappointment — under their belt. 
Frederik Andersen also starts this year with a capable 
backup in Jack Campbell. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers  
Though the Flyers lack the recent big-time success of some 
of their East Division foes we’ll get to shortly, there’s leap-
forward potential for this youth-driven team that had the 
NHL’s fourth-best points percentage (.690) from New Year’s 
Day, 2020 to the March pause last year. 

6. St. Louis Blues  
Losing captain Alex Pietrangelo hurts, but new additions 
Torey Krug and Mike Hoffman can really help drive offence 
in different ways. The 2019 champs still have a mix that 
could get it done. 

7. Boston Bruins  
Every year I look at the Bruins roster and think, “Meh” and 
every year they go out and play like the best team in hockey 
for months at a time. We all know the infrastructure is built to 
withstand just about anything, but the likes of Charlie 
McAvoy and Jake DeBrusk need to show the under-25s on 
this team are ready for huge roles. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes  
Plain and simple, can they find a goalie solution? If so, 
there’s not a soft spot on this roster. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins  
This is Season 15 of the Sid and Geno Show. Many thought 
its run came to an end in 2015 before the Penguins went out 
and won back-to-back Cups. There are no shortage of 
questions marks dotting the roster, but are you confident 
enough to change the channel yet? 

10. Washington Capitals  
Team International will play many nights with a single 
Canadian — Tom Wilson — among its 12 forwards. It also 
has a top-six defence corps that features as many guys in 
their 40s (Zdeno Chara) as 20s (29-year-old Dmitry Orlov) 
and two inexperienced goalies. Zero playoff series wins 
since going all the way in 2018. 

11. Calgary Flames  
Surely this is the last kick at the can for the Flames as we 
know them. I liked the Jacob Markstrom signing and still 
think this could be a final-four team. 

12. Nashville Predators  
The Preds are possibly slipping into that zone where 
everyone has become dismissive enough of them that 
they’re actually now underrated. If Juuse Saros plays like a 
real No. 1, there’s a clear path to the playoffs. 

13. Dallas Stars  
The Stars enter this strange season with Ben Bishop and 
Tyler Seguin out long-term and no Western Conference to 
defend. Last year’s finalists have a long road to repeat what 
they achieved in the bubble. 

14. New York Islanders  
Mathew Barzal is in the fold and the Islanders can resume 
being their plucky selves. It’s almost disorienting to think 
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about how this club has not missed the post-season since 
John Tavares left. 

15. Vancouver Canucks  
How will they follow up a season in which the young ’Nucks 
seemed to arrive a year ahead of schedule? It’s easy to peg 
them for a fall back, but if the new duo of Thatcher Demko 
and Braden Holtby get it done, this team will be very 
competitive. 

16. Montreal Canadiens  
The Habs don’t really have a player who, when he touches 
the puck, causes fans of the opposing team to clench vital 
parts of their anatomy. Top to bottom, though, this is a solid 
squad that should receive great goaltending from the most 
expensive tandem in the league. 

17. Edmonton Oilers  
We know Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl could finish 1-
2 in NHL scoring; the question is, where will the battery of 
Mikko Koskinen and Mike Smith rank? 

18. Winnipeg Jets  
Connor Hellebuyck’s Vezina Trophy-winning season kept 
Winnipeg competitive last year. The defence will be 
improved in front of him, but this forward-rich team will likely 
be defined by how well it can defend and whether Hellebuyck 
can keep up his stellar play. 

19. Columbus Blue Jackets  
Why can’t things ever be easy for the hard-working Jackets? 
Pierre-Luc Dubois’ status with the club will be a black cloud 
until the situation is resolved. As always, though, opponents 
will work for everything they get against John Tortorella’s 
club. 

20. New York Rangers  
It’s going to be a tough slog for the Blueshirts to squeeze into 
the top four in the East Division. By this time next year, 
though, the Rangers could be pace-setters. 

21. Buffalo Sabres  
From Taylor Hall to Jack Eichel’s future to the whole Buffalo-
ness of the losing situation, there’s a lot we tend to focus on 
with the Sabres before acknowledging they have one of the 
best young defencemen in the game. Maybe a standout 
season from Rasmus Dahlin in his third campaign cues a 
stronger-than-expected showing in Western New York. 

22. Florida Panthers  
The optimism that surrounded this club the past couple years 
has largely dried up. That said, Sergei Bobrovsky can’t be as 
bad in Year 2 as he was in Year 1. 

23. Arizona Coyotes  
As the Coyotes reset under new GM Bill Armstrong, coach 
Rick Tocchet’s solid structure remains in place. If the injury 

luck of starter Darcy Kuemper improves, this team — though 
still offensively challenged — is going to be a tough out. 

24. San Jose Sharks  
An overlooked subplot in the league: What if the Sharks are 
awful again? They have five players — Evander Kane, 
Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns and Marc-
Edouard Vlasic — on serious long-terms deals with some 
form of no-trade protection. The youngest among that group 
is 29-year-old Kane. What options even exist in Northern 
California if this stays south? 

25. Minnesota Wild  
Bill Simmons, ‘The Podfather,’ always talks about NBA 
League Pass teams — you know, those sometimes bad-but-
entertaining clubs you watch on a random Wednesday night. 
At the other end of that spectrum, I’d wager there’s a chance 
no one outside the 'State of Hockey' has ever said, “Hey, flip 
over to the Wild game.” 

26. New Jersey Devils  
I had the Devils down as my surprise team before news of 
Corey Crawford’s retirement broke. I still think they’ll be 
much improved. There’s lots of room to grow after a year 
from hell. 

27. Los Angeles Kings  
Fact: One of the Coyotes, Sharks, Kings, Wild or Ducks will 
make the playoffs. Would you bet your life savings against 
the Kings, with a cast of kids who could simultaneously take 
a step forward? 

28. Anaheim Ducks  
This team drafts too well to be near the bottom for too long. 
This is the pit of the downcycle, though, and even John 
Gibson can’t save them. 

29. Ottawa Senators  
A prime example of a team that can be fun to watch without 
winning a whole lot. It will be interesting to see how the Sens 
balance playing NHL pros with creating opportunities for the 
organization’s myriad youngsters. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks  
I still think there’s a case to be made that being awful is the 
next-best thing to being awesome. Start doing your draft 
lottery dance right now Hawks fans and hopefully, by next 
fall, optimism returns in a big way. 

31. Detroit Red Wings  
Every update on how Wings prospects are performing 
around the world makes it easier to believe in GM Steve 
Yzerman’s plan. It’s just going to take some time to get there.
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PHT’s 2020-21 NHL Central Division predictions 

By Sean Leahy  

The Lightning will defend their Stanley Cup title in a new 
division for 2020-21. The new-look Central takes a little bit 
from the old Atlantic, Metropolitan, and Central Divisions for 
an interesting eight-team mix. 

One fun wrinkle is that the Lightning will be mixed in the 
Central with the Stars, the team they beat in six teams for the 
Cup last season. Will Tampa smooth through the 56-game 
schedule or can the Hurricanes, Stars, Blue Jackets, or 
Predators challenge them for the division crown? 

As we get ready for the season to begin, here’s how the PHT 
staff think the Central Division will shake out. 

Be sure to give us your picks in the comments! 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Sean Leahy, NHL writer: Even without Nikita Kucherov, the 
Lightning should breeze through. It’s really about how much 
can the Predators bounce-back from last season and just 
how improved are the Panthers going to be. 

James O’Brien, NHL writer: Gee, did the defending 
champions ever get a gift with divisional realignment. Without 
Nikita Kucherov, the Lightning may not win their division, but 
they figure to have breathing room. The most cynical central 
squabble could be for last place between the fledgling Red 
Wings and the potentially abysmal Blackhawks. 

Adam Gretz, NHL writer: Even without NIkita Kucherov 
Tampa Bay is the class of this division. Carolina and Dallas 
are going to be worthy contenders as well and should be 
playoff teams. The intrigue for me is what happens with 
Columbus, Nashville, and Florida in that fourth spot. 
Columbus always seems to find a way to figure this out and I 
think it happens again.  

Marisa Ingemi, NHL writer: The Lightning and Stars make 
the top of this division as tough as any else. The bottom two 
playoff spots will be a battle. 

Jake Abrahams, Managing Editor, NHL content: Tampa, 
even absent Nikita Kucherov, is still the class of this group. 
From there, I feel most strongly about Carolina being a 
playoff group. Then, I could see any of the next five teams I 
listed making or missing. 

Michael Finewax, Rotoworld Senior Hockey Writer/Editor: 
Tampa Bay is the easiest call in the NHL as they are the best 
team in the league. Dallas made it to the Cup Final and 
should be ranked second. Carolina and Florida are talented 
and should finish three-four with Columbus and Nashville 
making it close as the season draws to an end in May. 
Chicago has been decimated by injuries and have 
questionable goaltending. The Red Wings are building but 
are not close to being playoff contenders.
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NHL 2021 season preview: Examining every team and the new divisions 

Let's look at where every team stands heading into the 
condensed 2021 season 

By Pete Blackburn  

We're on the verge of a new NHL season, one that carries a 
lot of mystery and unknown as we approach opening night. 
Not only is it easy to forget a lot of the things that happened 
this offseason considering there's been months of inactivity, 
but there's also a temporary league realignment due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

With that in mind, it's a great time to take a look at teams and 
these new divisions to examine where every team stands 
heading into the condensed 2021 season. 

Central Division 

 Stars  

Last season: 82 PTS, 3rd in Central | At a glance: After 
finishing as runner-up in the Stanley Cup Final last season, 
the Stars will be looking to make another strong run in 
2021. Their defense and goaltending remains excellent 
(especially considering they re-signed Anton Khudobin) but 
they still have question marks up front. A team that finished 
26th in scoring will be without one of their best forwards, 
Tyler Seguin, until April as he recovers from a torn labrum. 

 Predators  

Last season: 78 PTS, 4th in Central | At a glance: Last year 
was a disappointing mess for the Predators, but they 
finished the regular season relatively strong before being 
eliminated by the Coyotes in the postseason play-in round. 
This year they're going to need to find more stability 
(especially in net) and it'll be interesting to see what they 
can accomplish in John Hynes' first full year behind the 
bench. 

 Red Wings  

Last season: 39 PTS, 8th in Atlantic | At a glance: Well, 
things can only go up, right? After a historically awful 
season, Detroit will be pushing forward with their rebuild. 
They're still a ways away from being relevant, but the hope 
is that their younger pieces will continue to develop and 
Steve Yzerman can continue to shape this roster with a 
long-term vision. They did take a flier on Bobby Ryan this 
offseason, so maybe he can find some redemption in 
Detroit.       

 Lightning  

Last season: 92 PTS, 2nd in Atlantic | At a glance: The 
reigning Stanley Cup champs are returning most of their 
roster, including some pieces that we thought they'd have 
trouble re-signing (Mikhail Sergachev and Anthony Cirelli). 
However, they'll be without their best offensive player for 
the entire regular season, as Nikita Kucherov underwent hip 
surgery this offseason. Overcoming the loss of Kucherov 
will be challenging, but Tampa still has one of the deepest 
teams in the league and should be considered a favorite to 
win the Cup again. 

 Panthers  

Last season: 78 PTS, 4th in Atlantic | At a glance: It was yet 
another frustrating season for the Panthers and they were 
ultimately bounced in the postseason play-in round. They 
finished 6th in the league in offense last season but they'll 
have a new-look group up front this year, adding Alexander 
Wennberg, Anthony Duclair, Patric Hornqvist, Vinnie 
Hinostroza and 2018 first-round pick Grigori Denisenko. 
That's nice and all, but the more pressing question is 
whether they can play better in their own end and get better 
goaltending from Sergei Bobrovsky.      

 Blue Jackets  

Last season: 81 PTS, 6th in Metro | At a glance: CBJ 
always seems to play hard and tough under John Tortorella, 
so it's important to keep that in mind despite their 
underwhelming roster. They added Max Domi to their front 
end and Liam Foudy is making a push to be an integral part 
of the lineup, but the biggest story out of Columbus this 
offseason is the drama and trade rumors surrounding 
Pierre-Luc Dubois. Nobody seems to want to stay in 
Columbus.  

 Hurricanes  

Last season: 81 PTS, 4th in Metro | At a glance: Last year's 
first-round playoff exit was a disappointment but the Canes 
are still a fun team with a lot of exciting pieces. The ascent 
of Sebastian Aho / Andrei Svechnikov should continue to be 
a blast to watch. The defense is deep and impressive, but 
goaltending is still a question mark.    

 Blackhawks  

Last season: 72 PTS, 7th in Central | At a glance: The 
Blackhawks snuck into the postseason last year as the 24th 
seed in the expanded playoff and they actually won their 
play-in series against Edmonton, but it was a frustrating 
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year on the whole. Unfortunately, things aren't shaping up 
to be much better this year. They've got some talent up 
front, but the roster is underwhelming, especially with the 
indefinite absence of Jonathan Toews (illness). That 
defense is still pretty brutal and now they've got a major 
question mark in net following the departure of Corey 
Crawford. 

East Division 

 Flyers  

Last season: 89 PTS, 2nd in Metro | At a glance: The Flyers 
took a big step forward last season and established some 
momentum with their current group. They were one of the 
most dominant teams in the league in the latter half of the 
year and they're bringing back pretty much the same group 
this year, though they'll have Oskar Lindblom and Nolan 
Patrick back in the mix. This is a strong team that may only 
get stronger as they continue playing together.  

 Penguins  

Last season: 86 PTS, 3rd in Metro | At a glance: All things 
considered, the Penguins had a pretty good year for all the 
bad luck they suffered. They've still got an impressive front 
six that features Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin leading 
a solid supporting cast, but the depth is a concern. On the 
back end they finally got rid of Jack Johnson, but then 
replaced him with... Cody Ceci? Not great. 

 Capitals  

Last season: 90 PTS, 1st in Metro | At a glance: The Caps 
came out on top in an ultra-tough Metro division last year 
before losing to the Islanders in the first round of the 
playoffs. Washington is returning most of its roster, but they 
did make some notable additions on the back end (Justin 
Schultz and Zdeno Chara) in an effort to clean up some of 
their defensive issues. The most intriguing storyline around 
the Caps might be Ilya Samsonov's first season pulling full-
time duties in net.      

 Bruins  

Last season: 100 PTS, 1st in Atlantic | At a glance: The 
Bruins won the Presidents' Trophy last year but eventually 
lost to the Lightning in the second round of the playoffs and 
didn't do a whole lot to get better this offseason. Their only 
significant addition was signing Craig Smith, who should be 
a nice depth piece, but they lost both Torey Krug and Zdeno 
Chara on the back end. That means they'll have some big-
time question marks with unproven players on the left side 
of their defense this year. They'll also be without David 
Pastrnak for a least a month as he recovers from hip 
surgery. It seems fair to expect them to take a step 
backward this year. 

 Sabres  

Last season: 68 PTS, 6th in Atlantic | At a glance: With 
patience running low and frustrations running high in 
Buffalo, the Sabres showed a little bit of urgency this 
offseason. They made a big splash by signing Taylor Hall to 
a one-year deal while also bringing in Eric Staal and Cody 
Eakin. Their top six looks pretty solid but they've got major 
depth concerns, the defense is still in rough shape and 
goaltending is a bit iffy.  

 Devils  

Last season: 68 PTS, 8th in Metro | At a glance: There was 
a lot of excitement and promise in New Jersey heading into 
last season but that didn't last long. This year, expectations 
are pretty low but the Devils do have some young players 
that will be looking to prove themselves -- and Jack 
Hughes, who had a tough rookie campaign, is probably at 
the top of that list. They did add Ryan Murray and and 
Corey Crawford in an attempt to solidify their back end a bit 
more this offseason.  

 Islanders  

Last season: 80 PTS, 5th in Metro | At a glance: The 
Islanders emerged as a Cinderella story in the playoffs last 
year, but will they be able to continue that magic into this 
season? They've thrived under the leadership and 
defensive system of Barry Trotz and they'll be bringing back 
most of their lineup (minus Devon Toews), so you certainly 
can't write them off -- even in a tough division.  

 Rangers  

Last season: 79 PTS, 7th in Metro | At a glance: The 
Rangers' rebuild is heading in the right direction, especially 
after landing Alexis Lafreniere with the top overall pick in 
the 2020 draft. Things are promising, but let's not get too 
ahead of ourselves -- they're still young and have some 
questionable, unproven players that are going to crack the 
opening night lineup, especially in the bottom six and on 
defense.   

West Division 

 Golden Knights  

Last season: 86 PTS, 1st in Pacific At a glance: 
&nbsp;Vegas had an outstanding second half last season 
and entered the playoffs as a strong Stanley Cup favorite. 
They were ultimately knocked off by Dallas in the WCF, but 
the Golden Knights were aggressive this offseason, signing 
Alex Pietrangelo to a big deal in free agency and re-signing 
Robin Lehner . As such, the Knights carry one of the 
league's most complete rosters into this season and are a 
serious contender for the Cup.  
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 Blues  

Last season: 94 PTS, 1st in Central At a glance: The Blues 
had a strong season last year, especially considering they 
went without their best offensive forward, Vladimir 
Tarasenko . They'll be without Tarasenko again to start this 
season, but they've added some reinforcements ( Mike 
Hoffman , Torey Krug) to help beef up offensive production. 
Though they lost captain Alex Pietrangelo in free agency, 
the roster is still solid and they're almost guaranteed a 
playoff spot in the weakest division. 

 Avalanche  

Last season: 92 PTS, 2nd in Central At a glance: The Avs 
have been trending upwards for a few years thanks to their 
high-end talent and budding young stars. This year they 
enter the season as odds-on favorites to win the Stanley 
Cup. They have an outstanding group of forwards led by 
perennial Hart contender Nathan MacKinnon and a very 
strong defensive group led by reigning Calder winner Cale 
Makar . That defensive group added Devon Toews and 
could also see the addition of promising prospect Bowen 
Byram this year. This is indisputably one of the best teams 
in the NHL, top-to-bottom.  

 Ducks  

Last season: 67 PTS, 6th in Pacific At a glance: The Ducks 
are still very much rebuilding and transitioning to a new 
core, but they have some exciting young pieces in the 
system and they could start seeing the future come clearer 
into focus this season. Trevor Zegras is coming off another 
outstanding performance at the World Juniors and, while 
there's no guarantee he makes the opening night roster, he 
may have an opportunity to be an impact player this year. 

 Coyotes  

Last season: 74 PTS, 5th in Pacific At a glance: "Going for 
it" didn't exactly work out for Arizona last year and they lost 
Taylor Hall to free agency. They've got a new leadership 
group in place after the sudden departure of GM John 
Chayka, so this could be somewhat of a transition/bridge 
season for the Yotes. They may very well compete for a 
playoff spot in this division, but the roster doesn't exactly 
scream serious contender. 

 Sharks  

Last season: 63 PTS, 8th in Pacific At a glance: Last 
season was a disappointing mess for the Sharks , who were 
expecting to be Cup contenders but instead finished with 
the 3rd-worst record in the league. It's tough to gauge 
where this team is at -- they've still got talent but there's not 
a lot of depth and things could easily go south fast, 
especially in a season with so much unpredictability. 
Goaltending has been a complete disaster for this team in 

recent years and it'll be interesting to monitor if Devan 
Dubnyk helps at all ... but I wouldn't bank on that.  

 Wild  

Last season: 77 PTS, 6th in Central At a glance: Minnesota 
has been an unspectacular, middling team for a while now 
and that's probably not going to change this year. That 
being said, there is some reason to be optimistic about the 
direction in which this team is headed, and we may start 
seeing that come into picture this season with the arrival of 
Kirill Kaprizov. The forward group is solid, but the strength 
of the team still lies in the defensive group. Goaltending 
could be a mess, though.  

 Kings  

Last season: 64 PTS, 7th in Pacific At a glance: The Kings 
are still too old and have too many holes to be taken 
seriously but they have a very good prospect pool --- 
including newcomer Quinton Byfield, the No. 2 overall pick 
in last year's draft. If there's anything to keep an eye on, it's 
which of those prospects cracks the lineup and how they 
perform/develop this year. The future is the only thing that 
matters for this team right now.  

North Division 

 Maple Leafs  

Last season: 81 PTS, 3rd in Atlantic | At a glance: It was a 
disappointing regular season followed by another first-round 
exit for the Maple Leafs last year, and now patience is really 
running thin for this core to accomplish something. That 
being said, there's still hope and promise heading into this 
year. The forward group remains very strong and T.J. 
Brodie has been added to the back end. But expectations 
and hype mean nothing if they're not followed by results, 
and nobody knows that more than Toronto at this point. It'll 
be interesting to keep an eye on how they deploy Joe 
Thornton, especially considering he's been slotted in as a 
top-line winger beside Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner 
early in camp.      

 Flames  

Last season: 79 PTS, 4th in Pacific | At a glance: It's tough 
to gauge exactly where Calgary stands at this point. 
They've got a lot of nice pieces both up front and on the 
blue line, and they addressed a big need at the goaltender 
position with the addition of Jacob Markstrom this 
offseason. They could be somewhat of a dark horse, but 
this is a team that has a tendency to be really hot or really 
cold, so...      

 Oilers  
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Last season: 83 PTS, 2nd in Pacific | At a glance: Despite 
getting unreal seasons from Connor McDavid and reigning 
Hart-winner Leon Draisaitl, the Oilers were once again bit 
by their lack of depth and a weak back end. That being 
said, Kailer Yamamoto emerged as a solid ancillary piece 
on the wing and Edmonton's addition of Dominik Kahun 
could provide another support winger. Keep an eye on Kyle 
Turris and Tyson Barrie too, as they're two players looking 
for a fresh start in Edmonton.   

 Canadiens  

Last season: 71 PTS, 5th in Atlantic | At a glance: The Habs 
are an intriguing team in this division, especially after 
putting together a surprisingly exciting playoff run last year. 
A few of their young pieces down the middle (Nick Suzuki 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi) are starting to bud, and Montreal 
has added some support pieces in Josh Anderson, Tyler 
Toffoli, Corey Perry and Michael Frolik. This team could 
take a step forward this year, especially if Carey Price 
returns to top form. 

 Jets  

Last season: 80 PTS, 5th in Central | At a glance: Sort of 
the same old story for Winnipeg here this year -- they've got 
a stacked top-six up front (the Paul Stastny re-acquisition 
was a nice move) but the depth is shaky and the defense is 
suspect, at best. They're probably going to need Connor 

Hellebuyck to remain in Vezina form if they want to make 
noise.    

 Canucks  

Last season: 78 PTS, 3rd in Pacific | At a 
glance: Vancouver emerged as a very fun, albeit imperfect, 
young team last season. They're led by one of the most 
promising superstars in the league in Elias Pettersson, who 
could be a Hart candidate this year, and they could see 
another exciting youngster (Nils Hoglander) crack the lineup 
this year. The defense also improved with the addition of 
Nate Schmidt, but there are some unproven pieces that 
they're going to lean on, including goaltender Thatcher 
Demko. Behind Demko is Braden Holtby, who's hoping for a 
bit of new life after some down years in Washington. 

 Senators  

Last season: 62 PTS, 7th in Atlantic | At a glance: They're 
probably still going to be pretty bad but the silver lining is 
that the rebuild is looking promising. They continue to add 
young prospects to the pipeline and we could see a few 
new faces have an impact this season, including Tim 
Stuetzle, Erik Brannstrom and Josh Norris. The addition of 
Matt Murray in net could help them out too, but they better 
hope the change of scenery helps him rediscover his old 
self because that contract they gave him was a little 
generous. 

 

 

Title Tiers: Where the NHL's 31 teams stand entering the season 

Justin Cuthbert 

Reigning champion 

If you’re willing to overlook the fact the Tampa Bay Lightning 
had to essentially sacrifice Nikita Kucherov’s regular season, 
scheduling a surgical procedure so that his return timeline 
would line up exactly with the beginning of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, then it really wasn’t a bad offseason for the 
supposedly capped-out champs. If it can again manage the 
loss of a star player — enough so to take a top-four seed in 
one of the least talented divisions under the NHL’s 
reorganization — Tampa Bay will have a chance to ice an 
even better, far more expensive roster than it used en route 
to the bubble title. Steven Stamkos is healthy, and Kucherov 
is expected to be when it matters most for a team that, after 
jumping several hoops, is expected to return every 
meaningful postseason contributor, save for maybe Kevin 
Shattenkirk. They are still the ones to beat. 

Burgeoning contenders 

Understanding the window is wide open, both the Colorado 
Avalanche and Vegas Golden Knights aggressively pursued 
improvements to their rosters in the offseason. Colorado was 

in a far more advantageous position, using what’s now worth 
its weight in gold — cap space — to bring in two solid pieces 
in defender Devon Toews and forward Brandon Saad. And 
yet, despite significant financial hurdles, the Golden Knights 
moved mountains, it seemed, to land the offseason’s biggest 
free agent prize, star defender and Stanley Cup winning 
captain Alex Pietrangelo. These immensely talented teams, 
both of which do still have question marks (for the Avs, 
goaltending, and Vegas, goal scoring), must go through each 
other just to make the final four, something which seems 
wholly unfair in this one-off season. 

Still in the fight 

Write off the Boston Bruins at your own peril. It’s certainly not 
the same defensive core in the categories of leadership, 
character, presence and quarterbacking on the power play, 
but the strength of this team remains, with Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak still capable of being the 
best line in hockey. It’s an exceedingly tough division, but the 
Bruins should be considered favourites over Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia and Washington. Avoiding Tampa Bay for at 
least the first two rounds come playoff time is a benefit, too. 
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Not to be taken lightly 

Neither the Dallas Stars, Carolina Hurricanes or St. Louis 
Blues will be considered favourites in their divisions, but all 
three have the capabilities to spoil the plans of those listed 
above. The Stars will return virtually the exact same roster 
that pushed the Lightning to six games in the Stanley Cup 
Final, though still suffering some bumps and bruises picked 
up in the long postseason run. St. Louis is one to watch after 
turning over a new leaf since winning the Stanley Cup almost 
two years ago, replacing Alex Pietrangelo with Torey Krug 
and most recently adding a potential game changer up front 
in Mike Hoffman. And finally, the Hurricanes remain one of 
the most talented and balanced teams in the league, and just 
seem poised for that breakthrough we’ve been waiting on. 

Rest from the best 

The Group of Death? Well that’s the East Division. There is 
little margin for error for the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Washington Capitals and Philadelphia Flyers, all of whom 
could either dethrone the Bruins for the No. 1 seed of the 
division, or fall victim to its depth and miss the postseason 
entirely. More on that in a bit. 

Kings of the North? 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are the biggest favourites to win 
their division in the entire NHL — not because their 
performance has demanded such, but because they are one 
of the few teams to benefit tremendously from the divisional 
realignment. Forget winning one round; merely proving they 
are the best team in Canada will ensure the Maple Leafs a 
spot in the conference finals. No longer looking up at the 
Lightning and Bruins is a huge opportunity for a franchise 
that is starving for some postseason success, but it never 
has been easy, and likely won’t be this time around either. 

Tall order 

The East Division isn’t actually that much stronger than the 
normal eight-team Metropolitan Division, but the task does 
seem a little more difficult for the New York Islanders and 
New York Rangers — two teams that will be in the mix for a 
postseason spot. Though on opposite ends of the 
entertainment perspective, it’s possible that very little 
separated the NHL’s two borough-based clubs. The 

Islanders have just simply found a way under Barry Trotz, 
surviving the Metropolitan Division in last summer’s playoffs, 
while the Rangers are one of those teams circled in red pen 
with the addition of No. 1 selection Alexis Lafreniere. 

Not so fast 

Pundits might be leaning Toronto, but the Vancouver 
Canucks, Edmonton Oilers, Calgary Flames, Winnipeg Jets 
and Montreal Canadiens all have reason to believe that they 
are the class of Canada. It’s a Canadian hockey fan’s dream 
to finally find out for certain which Canadian team is the best, 
and the competition couldn’t be any closer in the one year it 
will play out. 

Glimmer of hope 

There are three clear front runners in the divisions in which 
the Minnesota Wild, Arizona Coyotes, Columbus Blue 
Jackets, Nashville Predators and Florida Panthers reside. So 
there’s reason to believe we’ll see one or several of these 
teams make the postseason, but only perhaps due to the fact 
that they are competing in one of the leaner divisions. 

Flicker of hope 

The same sort of thing applies for the Anaheim Ducks, Los 
Angeles Kings and San Jose Sharks, only the rebuilding 
California clubs have less chance of parlaying that success 
into a postseason run. 

That’s a shame 

The Buffalo Sabres and New Jersey Devils may honestly be 
vastly improved, but earning a postseason berth in the East 
Division seems like an impossibility with the Bruins, Caps, 
Pens, Flyers, Islanders and Rangers in the mix. You can’t 
contend if you can’t get there. 

Lottery leaders 

With Jonathan Toews and Kirby Dach unavailable as the 
Chicago Blackhawks descend into a rebuild, they join the 
Ottawa Senators and Detroit Red Wings in the NHL’s 
basement, contending for poll position for the No. 1 overall 
pick in 2021.
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Looking at the new division: Defensemen 

The Central Division features Norris Trophy candidates on 
multiple teams. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes boast one of the very best 
defensive cores in the NHL, but will they be given a run for 
their money by one of the teams in their new Central 
Division? 

Among that group of teams are the reigning Stanley Cup 
champions, the reigning Stanley Cup runner-ups, a team 
with the reigning Norris Trophy winner, a team with a 
controversial number one man, and a team or two that are 
just terrible. 

Let’s take a look at the defensemen of the new Central 
Division. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Duncan Keith - Connor Murphy  
Calvin de Haan - Ian Mitchell 
Nikita Zadorov - Adam Boqvist  
Brent Seabrook 

The Blackhawks have experienced a theatrical fall from 
grace over the last few seasons, even if they did manage to 
upend the Edmonton Oilers in the play-in round back in 
August. 

Chicago’s blue line comprises a mixture of old faces, young 
and promising talent, and... stopgaps. 

Keith and Seabrook remain on the team, though Seabrook 
has plummeted to a firmly below-average defenseman with 
an albatross of a contract. 

On the other hand, Keith hasn’t fallen off to that degree, but 
he is still a regressing player with diminishing contributions. 
He had a career-low corsi share in 2019-20, but he did have 
offensive numbers that resembled his previous two seasons. 

Zadorov came over from the Colorado Avalanche via the 
Brandon Saad trade, which has been largely considered a 
loss for the Hawks. De Haan is a familiar name in Carolina 
and might have been Chicago’s best defenseman last year - 
when. He was playing. He was hampered by injuries, which 
have unfortunately become all too common for him. 

Boqvist and Mitchell are the young, exciting guys on the back 
end. Boqvist played in 41 games as a rookie last season and 
was a dangerous offensive weapon. Still just 20 years old, he 
is expected to build off of a promising debut campaign and 
iron out some of the defensive struggles he had. 

Mitchell, 21, is a very mobile and talented puck-handler who 
could play his way into Calder discussions if he gets the 
opportunity. He is coming off of a great three-year career at 
the University of Denver. 

There are bright spots here, but it is a largely uninspiring 
defensive group. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Zach Werenski - Seth Jones 
Vladislav Gavrikov - David Savard 
Dean Kukan - Andrew Peeke 

On paper, this is a top-heavy blue line that drops off 
precipitously after the two big names in Werenski and Jones. 

There’s a lot of debates that center around Jones, who is 
considered by some to be a top-10 defenseman in the 
league. Others think he is a very overrated player whose big 
minutes give off the idea that he is a Norris caliber defender. 

His possession metrics aren’t good. But he played north of 
25 minutes a night last season and scored at a half-point-
per-game pace, so he must be great, right? That’s the 
argument that happens there. 

Werenski’s metrics were better, and he scored 20 goals in 
the shortened campaign last season. Together, those two 
make up a very competent top pairing, regardless of where 
you land on evaluating them. 

Gavrikov was very impressive last season, and he’s probably 
the most attractive option outside of the top-two. In a more 
sheltered role, he was very effective. His role should 
increase this season. 

Dallas Stars 

Esa Lindell - John Klingberg 
Jamie Oleksiak - Miro Heiskanen 
Andrej Sekera - Mark Pysyk 

Heiskanen has ascended and turned into one of the best 
young players in the league over the last two seasons. His 
playoff run with the Stars en route to a Stanley Cup Final 
appearance added more reason to be excited about his 
future. 

If he stays paired with Oleksiak, they should be a great shot-
suppression tandem. 

Klingberg has been around for a while now, and at this point, 
we know he is. He is a very talented and dynamic 
defenseman who is just two seasons removed from a 67-
point year. 

Oh, remember Andrej Sekera? Well, he’s there, too. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Danny Dekeyser - Filip Hronek 
Marc Staal - Troy Stecher 
Patrik Nemeth - Jon Merrill 

Holy hell. An absolutely dumpster fire. 
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Hronek is young and put up a lot of points last year, which is 
exciting. 

Staal on your second pairing is... not good. Stecher is at 
least league average. Merrill was an excellent shot 
suppressor last season, so he’ll be a very welcome addition 
to this team. 

Florida Panthers 

MacKenzie Weegar - Aaron Ekblad 
Riley Stillman - Anton Stralman 
Gustav Forsling - Keith Yandle 
Marcus Nutivaara - Radko Gudas 

The Cats claimed Forsling off of waivers from Carolina this 
week, a minor hit to the Canes’ defensive depth. He should 
be a seventh or eighth defenseman in Florida, but with 
Nutivaara currently injured, maybe he’ll start the year in the 
top-six. 

Over the offseason, there was a lot of rumored interest in 
Weegar - namely from the Maple Leafs. There’s good reason 
for that because he’s an excellent defender. He had a career 
year in 2019-20, becoming a shutdown defenseman while 
also upping his offensive numbers. 

Nashville Predators 

Roman Josi - Ryan Ellis 
Mattias Ekholm - Dante Fabbro 
Mark Borowiecki - Matt Benning 

Josi was a deserving Norris Trophy winner last season. He 
was flat-out phenomenal, and his pairing partner Ellis has 
been a great asset in Nashville for years. 

Ekholm is coming off of a strange year by his standards. His 
defensive numbers took a massive hit, but he still had the 
sterling offensive numbers. 

The Preds need a big step forward from Fabbro for this top-
four to excel. As a rookie last season, Fabbro was a black 
hole for offense. I mean, he was awful. The team generated 
almost no shots in high-danger areas when he was on the 
ice. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Victor Hedman - Jan Rutta 
Ryan McDonagh - Erik Cernak 
Mikhail Sergachev - Luke Schenn 

Right behind Josi in the Norris race was Hedman, who had a 
great regular season followed by a transcendent postseason 
run. 

He was completely dominant in the postseason and was a 
massive reason for Tampa Bay’s Stanley Cup run. Everyone 
knows how great he is. 

With McDonagh and Sergachev filling out the left side after 
Hedman, Tampa Bay boasts one of the best trios of LHD in 
the league. This is a champion-caliber defensive core that 
should remain great in 2021.

 

Hurricanes claim Forsberg, place Nedeljkovic on waivers, trade Bishop to Senators 

The Hurricanes claimed a familiar face off of the waiver wire 
and placed one of their longest-term prospect projects onto 
it. Will anyone claim him? 

By Ryan Henkel and Andrew Schnittker 

Update: The Hurricanes announced another move 
Wednesday afternoon, trading center Clark Bishop to the 
Ottawa Senators for defenseman Maxime Lajoie.  

Lajoie has played 62 career NHL games for the Senators, 
with seven career goals and 15 career points. Bishop, a 
2014 fifth round pick for Carolina, played 25 games at the 
NHL level over the past two seasons with one goal and four 
points.  

Lajoie adds to a packed organizational depth chart on 
defense, though could be a replacement for Gustav Forsling, 
claimed on waivers by the Florida Panthers over the 
weekend. He’s likely either a candidate for the taxi squad or 
AHL Chicago’s blue line.  

The Carolina Hurricanes have claimed goaltender Anton 
Forsberg from the Edmonton Oilers after he was placed on 
waivers Monday.  

The Swedish netminder signed a one-year, $700,000 
contract with the Oilers in October after the Hurricanes opted 
to not re-sign him following his one year stint with the 
organization, where he appeared in three games for Carolina 
and 27 games with Charlotte. 

Forsberg was originally acquired by the Hurricanes alongside 
Gustav Forsling in a trade with the Chicago Blackhawks for 
Aleksi Saarela and Calvin de Haan. 

Alongside of this announcement, was the news that 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was placed on waivers. 

The most important thing to take away from this news is that 
it does not mean that the Canes are giving up on Nedeljkovic 
for Forsberg.  

What is happening is that Carolina is currently trying to go 
through some cap gymnastics and Forsberg adds some 
familiar security. 

For starters, let’s get this out of the way. A new rule for the 
2021 season states that all teams will be required to carry 
three goaltenders at all times. The Canes already had their 
traditional two locked in with Petr Mrazek and James Reimer 
and that wasn’t going to change heading into training camp. 

Another thing to note is that since Nedeljkovic is on a one-
way contract this year, he is not waiver exempt anymore and 
to be on the taxi squad, he must pass through waivers. 

The next point is that the Canes are already pushed close to 
the salary cap. Due to Nedeljkovic’s contract being below the 
salary cap hit burying threshold ($1.075M), the Hurricanes 
could reassign him to the taxi squad to have his entire salary 
not count against Carolina’s cap giving them some added 
relief.  
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The reality is that the Hurricanes would love to save cap 
space for the season, meaning that a third goaltender was 
going to need to pass through waivers to be on the taxi 
squad.  

Is it a risk? Yes, of course. Nedeljkovic is the Canes’ most 
progressed goaltending prospect, and he has a lot of 
accolades from his time in the AHL — a Calder Cup and the 
2018-19 Goaltender of the Year to name a few. 

Will he be claimed? More than likely, but if he is, the team 
that claims him would have to keep him on their NHL roster, 
because if that team wanted to put him on their taxi squad, 
he would have to pass through waivers again, where 
Carolina could submit a claim to get him back. 

Acquiring Forsberg gives the Hurricanes added security with 
someone they are already familiar with in the case that 
Nedeljkovic is claimed, because again, per NHL rules, the 
team has to carry three goaltenders at all times. 

 
Hurricanes have potential for elite center play in 2021 

With the addition of Vincent Trocheck for a full season, this 
could be the Hurricanes’ best group of centers in quite some 
time. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The most important ingredient for any successful NHL team 
is good goaltending. That’s not a secret, and it’s one the 
Carolina Hurricanes know better than anyone. Next, and not 
far down on the list, however, is strength down the middle.  

A good team must have quality center play. That’s something 
else the Hurricanes know all too well, with the failure to find 
an adequate solution at the top of the depth chart upon Eric 
Staal’s decline playing a major role in the Canes spending 
nine years in the hockey wilderness. Those days are long 
past.  

In the past couple years, Sebastian Aho’s move to center 
and development into a bona fide No. 1 pivot has played a 
major role in the Canes’ resurgence.  

“You’ve got to be strong up the middle, everybody knows 
that,” said Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “You 
can’t win in today’s game if you don’t have good centers.” 

The Hurricanes have had good, but not great, center depth 
the past two seasons. That may be about to change. The 
Canes have found their solution to the No. 1 spot with Aho, 
but have struggled to find a complement in the top six.  

Jordan Staal’s days as a top-six center are behind him. The 
Canes appeared to have a solution with Erik Haula’s red-hot 
start to last season before his play fizzled out due to injuries 
and he was shipped out at the deadline as part of the trade 
for Vincent Trocheck.  

That deal may well hold the key to whether or not this is one 
of the Hurricanes’ best groups of centers in a long time. 
Trocheck put up modest production in the rest of the 
abbreviated regular season, but seemed to be finding a 
groove during the Hurricanes’ short stay in the postseason 
bubble.  

Coming into this year, Trocheck seems ready to go. He’s 
earned praise from Brind’Amour for his play in training camp, 
and feels comfortable in his new surroundings.  

“I was here all summer, training with [Bill Burniston], even 
just during the off time before we went to the bubble. And 
then playing in the bubble, playing in the playoffs, you get a 
lot more comfortable quicker playing in the playoffs. At this 
point, I feel like I fit in, I know the systems, I know everything 
well enough to go out there and just play hockey.” 

The Hurricanes are certainly hoping Trocheck is the answer 
for that second-line center spot. While his last two seasons in 
Florida saw injuries and declining production, Trocheck isn’t 
far removed from a 31-goal, 75-point season in 2017-18.  

Even if he doesn’t quite get back to that level, Trocheck 
producing at even a 20-goal, 50-point level would be a major 
development for the Hurricanes.  

“I think that was a big acquisition for us last year,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I know Trocheck had a great offseason 
here, getting comfortable with everybody. So I’m looking 
forward to having a year of him under our belt to see what 
we can bring, because I think we got a really good player 
there.” 

If Trocheck indeed can produce at that level, it would give 
the Canes a diverse, deep group of centers who bring 
different elements to the table. Aho is an elite offensive force, 
one of the best players in the league, who came two tallies 
short of joining the 40-goal club last year.  

Trocheck can bring a mix of playmaking and goal scoring to 
the No. 2 spot. And an appropriately-slotted Staal on the 
third line remains one of the best two-way, shutdown centers 
in the game, capable of matching up with and shutting down 
the opposition’s best players on a nightly basis.  

And the fourth spot, which has been held by Jordan 
Martinook in camp, is likely to be some mix of Martinook and 
Jordan Geekie, both of whom bring the mix of two-way play, 
penalty-kill acumen and scoring touch you want in a fourth 
center.  

If that group all produces to the level expected from their 
lineup slots, it has the potential to be the Canes’ best group 
of centers since Eric Staal’s prime. 

“We’ve got some really talented players all throughout the 
lineup, obviously, but to have depth at center is key, and 
every team always wants that,” Jordan Staal said. “We’ve got 
some great players down the middle. Between Fishy, 
everyone knows what he’s all about, and Trocheck is a 
talented player, he works hard. He finds ways to put the puck 
in the back of the net. We’ve got guys that will help do all the 
different things to help the team win, too, just the little stuff 
that makes a big difference by the end of the game. I like 
what we have down the middle.” 

As the Hurricanes look to achieve their goal of taking the 
next step and contending for a Stanley Cup, achieving that 
strength down the middle will be pivotal.  
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Few know that better than Brind’Amour, who firsthand what a 
loaded lineup at center can do when the likes of himself, Eric 
Staal and Matt Cullen helped power the Hurricanes to the 
franchise’s only Stanley Cup in 2006. 

“It’s hard to find a team that’s successful that doesn’t have 
that position covered,” Brind’Amour said. “That team, for 
sure, we had really good depth up the middle. All elite teams, 
that position’s covered. I feel pretty good about where we are 

with our guys. All the positions are obviously important, but 
down the middle, you’ve got to have it.”  

The Hurricanes will certainly hope they “have it” down the 
middle, as Brind’Amour said. If Aho continues the play he’s 
shown over the past two years, Trocheck returns to top-six 
form and Staal and Martinook/Geekie can hold down the 
bottom six, they will, and it could play a major role in Carolina 
going from a good to a great team.  

 

 

Wolves receive 13 players from Carolina 

The Chicago Wolves announced Tuesday that the National 
Hockey League’s Carolina Hurricanes have assigned 13 
players to the team for the upcoming 2020-21 season. 

The Wolves have added forwards Jeremy Bracco, David 
Cotton, Jason Cotton, Seth Jarvis, Stelio Mattheos, 
Jamieson Rees, Sheldon Rempal, Drew Shore, Spencer 
Smallman and Ryan Suzuki, defensemen Joey Keane and 
Maxime Lajoie, and goaltender Antoine Bibeau to their 
roster. 

Carolina selected the 18-year-old Jarvis in the first round of 
the 2020 NHL Entry Draft (13th overall) while Suzuki was 
picked in the first round of the 2019 NHL Draft (28th overall). 
Jarvis, Suzuki, Rees and the Cotton brothers have yet to 
make their professional debuts. 

Bibeau, Lajoie, Rempal and Shore bring NHL experience to 
the Wolves roster. Bibeau posted a 1-0 record with a 3.27 
goals-against average in two games for the Colorado 
Avalanche last year. The 23-year Lajoie, who was acquired 
by the Hurricanes in a trade Tuesday, appeared in 62 games 

for the Ottawa Senators over the last two seasons. Rempal, 
25, played seven games for the Los Angeles Kings in 2018-
19 while Shore produced nine goals and 17 assists in 94 
NHL games from 2012-17 before spending the last three 
seasons playing overseas. 

Keane, a native of south suburban Homer Glen, grew up 
playing for the Chicago Mission and other local 
powerhouses. The 21-year-old earned a spot on the AHL’s 
All-Rookie team last season after compiling nine goals and 
28 assists for the Charlotte Checkers and Hartford Wolf 
Pack. He also represented Hartford in the 2020 AHL All-Star 
Challenge. 

These 13 players join forward Colin Markison, defensemen 
Cavan Fitzgerald and Brandon Hickey and goaltender 
Brandon Warm on the Wolves roster for the 2020-21 AHL 
season, which is slated to begin Friday, Feb. 5. The team will 
not host fans for its home games at the Chicago Wolves 
training facility at Triphahn Ice Arena in Hoffman Estates.
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NHL suspends 2019-20 season because of coronavirus threat 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MARCH 12, 2020 01:37 PM  

 

The National Hockey League has suspended the 2019-20 season 
because of the spread and threat of the coronavirus, a move that was 
necessary and many would say inevitable given all the unknowns of the 
pandemic. 

The NHL is calling it a temporary pause to the season, with hopes of a 
restart “as soon as it is appropriate and prudent,” commissioner Gary 
Bettman said Thursday in a statement released by the league. Bettman 
said the goal would be to complete the season and hold the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

“I think we did what was obvious that we had to do,” Carolina Hurricanes 
owner Tom Dundon said in an interview. “Now you just hope that over 
time we figure out a way to save as much of the season as possible. 

“I’m hopeful but I don’t know there’s any way you can know. You just stay 
ready. We’re assuming at some point we’ll be back but you don’t know.” 

The NHL announcement was made Thursday, a day after the NBA 
suspended its games indefinitely. The NBA decision came after Utah 
Jazz center Rudy Gobert tested positive for the coronavirus. 

The NHL, after the NBA announcement, said Wednesday night that the 
league was reviewing all its options, consulting with medical staff while 
also talking with teams and owners. The NHL Players Association also 
was in contact with the teams’ player representatives. 

“The NHL has been attempting to follow the mandates of health experts 
and local authorities, while preparing for any possible developments 
without taking premature or unnecessary measures,” Bettman said in his 
statement. “However, following last night’s news that an NBA player had 
tested positive for coronavirus -- and given that our leagues share so 
many facilities and locker rooms and it now seems likely that some 
member of the NHL community would test positive at some point -- it is 
no longer appropriate to try and continue to play games at this time.” 

The NHLPA also issued a statement calling the suspension an 
appropriate course of action, adding, “The players are looking forward to 
the opportunity to resume play in front of hockey fans everywhere.” 

The NHL first announced Thursday morning that teams were not allowed 
to hold morning skates, practices or team meetings. The Carolina 
Hurricanes were in New Jersey for a Thursday game against the Devils 
but did not have a scheduled morning skate at the Prudential Center in 
Newark, N.J. 

Dundon said he spoke with Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour and some of 
the players on Thursday. 

“I’ve talked to some folks and obviously it’s disappointing,” he said. “They 
love to play, right? And we were doing pretty well. But they also 
understand there’s a lot bigger things going on here than hockey.” 

The Hurricanes, who hold a wild-card playoff position in the NHL’s 
Eastern Conference, were to play the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday 
at PNC Arena in their first home game after six straight on the road. Their 
last home game was Feb. 28 against the Colorado Avalanche. 

The NHL has 189 games remaining in its NHL schedule. The Canes had 
14 games left, with the final game scheduled April 4 in Boston. 

The American Hockey League also announced Thursday it was 
suspending its season, putting the Charlotte Checkers’ season on hold. 

The Hurricanes, like other NHL teams, have followed a league directive 
and restricted media from entering their locker rooms. Players have 
refrained from autographing items presented to them and other 
precautions have been made. 

The Canes played Tuesday in Detroit against the Red Wings. The team 
hotel was the Westin Book Cadillac, which had been used by the Jazz, 
who played the Pistons on Saturday, 

It will be the NHL’s first stoppage since the 2012-13 season, when there 
was a lockout as a new collective bargaining agreement was being 
negotiated and finally approved. The start of the season was pushed 
back to January 2013 with a 48-game regular-season schedule and then 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Gov. Roy Cooper on Tuesday declared a state of emergency for North 
Carolina, with warnings to avoid “mass gatherings” to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19. 

The ACC first decided to hold its men’s tournament in Greensboro, then 
announced it would continue without fans, then on Thursday canceled it 
a few minutes before the tipoff of the first quarterfinal game. 

News Observer LOADED: 03.13.2020 

1180643 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

NHL joins NBA, MLS in suspending season due to coronavirus pandemic 

 

BY MIKE STUNSON MARCH 12, 2020 10:15 AM  

 

The National Hockey League followed the lead of several other 
professional sports leagues in suspending Its season, officials 
announced Thursday afternoon. 

“The NHL has been attempting to follow the mandates of health experts 
and local authorities, while preparing for any possible developments 
without taking premature or unnecessary measures,” the NHL statement 
began. 

“However, following last night’s news that an NBA player tested positive 
for coronavirus, and given that our leagues share so many facilities and 
locker rooms and it now seems likely that some members of the NHL 
community would test positive at some point, it is no longer appropriate 
to try to continue to play games at this time.” 
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The league also said it hopes “to resume play as soon as it is appropriate 
and prudent, so that we will be able to complete the season and award 
the Stanley Cup.” 

The league told its teams Thursday morning “not to conduct morning 
skates, practices or team meetings” amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

While the NBA announced Wednesday night it has suspended its 
season, the NHL initially did not go as far in suspending its season until 
its announcement Thursday afternoon. 

It said Wednesday night it was consulting “with medical experts and is 
evaluating the options.” 

Given the uncertainty regarding next steps regarding the coronavirus, 
Clubs are advised not to conduct morning skates, practices or team 
meetings today. 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) March 12, 2020 

There were 10 games scheduled to be played Thursday. 

Before the suspension announcement, CBS Sports reporter Pete 
Blackburn said “the risk is too high” for the NHL to continue its season. 

“Their hand is forced, given what happened in the NBA last night,” he 
said. 

The NBA chose to suspend its season after Utah Jazz center Rudy 
Gobert tested positive for COVID-19, the league announced. 

More than 1,300 people in the United States have been diagnosed with 
coronavirus, according to Johns Hopkins University. 
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NHL puts season on 'pause'; Detroit Red Wings headed home from D.C. 

 

Helene St. James, Detroit Free Press 

Published 1:38 p.m. ET March 12, 2020 | Updated 1:59 p.m. ET March 
12, 2020 

 

WASHINGTON — Instead of heading to an arena, the Detroit Red Wings 
headed home.  

The NHL announced Thursday to "pause the 2019-20 season," 
according to NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, starting with Thursday's 
games over fears of the spread of the coronavirus. The move came one 
day after the NBA suspended the remainder of its season. 

Bettman had a 1 p.m. conference call with NHL governors, limited to one 
representative from each team.  

Bettman said in his statement released Thursday afternoon that since the 
NHL shares so many arenas with the NBA, "and it now seems likely that 
some member of the NHL community would test positive at some point - 
it is no longer appropriate to try to continue to play games at this time." 

The league's "goal is to resume play as soon as it is appropriate and 
prudent, so that we will be able to complete the season and award the 
Stanley Cup." 

The NHL Players Associated issued a statement shortly after the NHL 
suspended its season, calling the decision "an appropriate course of 
action at this time."  

The league advised clubs not to conduct morning skates Thursday 
morning, but the Wings already had decided Wednesday not to hold one 
at Verizon Center. There was no availability with media. 

The Wings have 11 games left on their schedule, including four at Little 
Caesars Arena. The Wings had talked of hoping to play spoiler to teams 
jockeying for playoff positioning, as the Wings were eliminated from the 
2020 playoffs on Feb. 21. When they lost, 5-2, to Carolina on Tuesday, 
that locked the Wings into a last-place finish. 

Earlier this week there had been talk of playing games without fans 
because of COVID-19 fears, but as fear of the virus increased, the NHL 
became one of many leagues reacting to those fears. On Monday night, 
the NHL, MLB, NBA and Major League Soccer issued a joint statement 
saying locker rooms and clubhouses would be open only to players and 
and essential team employees. 
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Stadiums are closed, but Michigan's sportsbooks are open: Inside Day 1 
of sports betting 

 

Jeff Seidel, Detroit Free Press 

Published 6:01 a.m. ET March 12, 2020 

 

Eric Adams clutched $500 in one hand and a list of bets in his other. He 
was the first one in line at MGM Grand Detroit on Wednesday afternoon 
— a moment that felt both historic and a little surreal — when it became 
legal to place live sports bets at casinos in Michigan. 

“It’s like a dream come true,” said Adams, 38, of St. Clair Shores. “I go to 
Vegas all the time for the (NCAA) tournament. Now, I get to stay here.” 

As Adams stood in line in front of 37 others, a group of celebrities placed 
the first bets. 

Former Tigers pitcher Dave Rozema bet the 2020 Tigers would win more 
than 56.5 games, a number that several people took the under of. And 
Lions broadcaster Lomas Brown took the Lions to win more than 6.5 
games in 2020. 

“It’s awesome,” Adams said. “I love it. I go to Vegas two or three times a 
year. Or I’d go through Windsor or through a bookie.” 

Sports betting also went live at Greektown Casino on Wednesday and 
will start at Motor City Casino on Thursday. Proponents hope that online 
and mobile-app betting will be legalized in a year. 

“This is to ensure that people don't have to go to the bookies anymore,” 
said State Rep. Brandt Iden (R-Portage), who has worked on getting 
sports betting in Michigan for 4 ½ years. “People aren't going to get their 
legs broken for not paying their bills. This is a legal safe, fun sports 
venue.” 

Balancing betting and sanitary practices 

We are living in a time when news stories seem to slam together — one 
event impacting another. 

On the same day several people were placing bets for either Michigan or 
Michigan State to win the NCAA tournament — not to mention other 
teams — both MSU and U-M announced they were going to online 
learning because of the coronavirus. 

Hours later, the NCAA announced that all tournament games will be held 
with no fans, which seems like the right thing to do. The Big Ten 
originally announced plans to allow fans at its tournament, but reversed 
course later in the day. 

It was surreal and strange and it all sort of blended together. 
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At MGM, there were long lines of bettors, and people were packed 
together in places, but nobody seemed concerned about the virus that 
has turned into a global pandemic, according to the World Health 
Organization. 

MGM has placed hand sanitizer dispensing stations in high-traffic areas 
such as entrances, exits, elevator landings and hotel lobbies. The casino 
says that it has increased the frequency of disinfecting procedures, 
putting a focus on faucets and toilet flush levers, doorknobs and locks, 
entrance and exit doors and door handles, handrails and slot machine 
handles and armrests. 

A hand sanitizer station was set up in front of nine sports betting kiosks. 

After Vinny Gonella placed some bets at a kiosk, he went to the hand 
sanitizer station and got a squirt of disinfectant. 

“Because kiosks are notorious for nastiness,” said Gonella, 60, of 
Dearborn. 

“Just being preventative,” said his 28-year-old son, Nick. 

Gonella bet the Tigers' under and the Lions' over. 

“I’ve been watching the Lions since the '60s, and this is the year,” 
Gonella said, enthusiastically. 

He smiled. "Yeah, right.” 

There are still limits 

Placing a bet in Michigan is not completely like Vegas. Not yet.  

“We are not doing what they call negative bets, like who will fumble, who 
will throw an interception,” said Louis Theros, MGM Grand's vice 
president and general counsel. “Those are called negative prop bets. The 
gaming board did not authorize those. 

"For the NCAA, you can do team bets, but no individual bets for the 
NCAA. You can’t have, 'Will (MSU guard) Cassius Winston score over 
20'. The gaming board does not allow that bet as of yet.” 

Also, there is no international betting at MGM Grand. 

“We don’t have any international sports right now," he said. "I’m eager to 
launch that in April or May." 

All in all, a back corner of Detroit started to look and feel like Vegas. 

Cashiers stood at six cash registers, waiting to take bets — a $10 
minimum at the window, $5 at the kiosks. 

Then, it went from surreal to, well, a little farfetched when Tom Novock 
placed a $10 bet for the Lions to win the Super Bowl. 

“You feeling all right?” I asked him. 

He smiled. 

“I’m getting everybody Christmas presents.  I’m doing my shopping right 
now.” 

Welcome to Detroit, 2020: Where you can Christmas-shop at a 
sportsbook. 

“It’s great,” Novock, 69, of Detroit, said. “It’s 2,000 miles closer than 
Vegas and I don’t have to stand in line at Metro.” 

For the record, it took Novock several minutes to finish his bet. 

Gregory Ponders might have been the first person from the general 
public to place a bet. 

He also looked the most thrilled. 

“Man, I’m about to have a heart attack,” Ponders said, after putting $10 
on MSU to win the NCAA tournament. “I’m sweating.” 

He held up his betting slips. 

“Man, this is fantastic,” he said. “I think it’s so cool. I love the excitement 
of it.” 
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Under-18 world championships canceled in Plymouth, Ann Arbor 

 

Ted Kulfan, The Detroit News 

Published 1:21 p.m. ET March 12, 2020 | Updated 5:24 p.m. ET March 
12, 2020 

 

Detroit – The International Ice Hockey Federation has canceled the 
upcoming under-18 men’s world championships, which were to take 
place in Plymouth and Ann Arbor. 

The tournament was scheduled to be held April 16-26 at USA Hockey 
Arena in Plymouth and the Ann Arbor Ice Cube. 

The U-18 tournament is a final chance for prospects to make an 
impression on NHL talent evaluators. 

The decision to cancel, just like numerous other leagues and 
tournaments, is a response to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Most pro leagues in Europe and world championship tournaments have 
been cancelled or postponed, other than the men’s world championship 
in Switzerland beginning in early May. 
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NHL suspends season amid coronavirus concerns 

 

Ted Kulfan, The Detroit News 

Published 9:31 a.m. ET March 12, 2020 | Updated 4:54 p.m. ET March 
12, 2020 

 

Detroit — The NHL has suspended its season, it announced Thursday. 

With the coronavirus pandemic surging, and every professional and 
collegiate sports league postponing events and tournaments, the NHL 
made the expected decision. 

The NHL, which shares many arenas with the NBA, is mulling its options 
Thursday morning regarding the remainder of its regular season. 

 “In light of ongoing developments resulting from the coronavirus, and 
after consulting with medical experts and convening a conference call of 
the Board of Governors, the National Hockey League is announcing 
today that it will pause the 2019‑20 season beginning with tonight’s 
games," NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement.  

“The NHL has been attempting to follow the mandates of health experts 
and local authorities, while preparing for any possible developments 
without taking premature or unnecessary measures. However, following 
last night’s news that an NBA player has tested positive for coronavirus 
— and given that our leagues share so many facilities and locker rooms 
and it now seems likely that some member of the NHL community would 
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test positive at some point — it is no longer appropriate to try to continue 
to play games at this time. 

“We will continue to monitor all the appropriate medical advice, and we 
will encourage our players and other members of the NHL community to 
take all reasonable precautions — including by self-quarantine, where 
appropriate. Our goal is to resume play as soon as it is appropriate and 
prudent, so that we will be able to complete the season and award the 
Stanley Cup. Until then, we thank NHL fans for your patience and hope 
you stay healthy.” 

How long the NHL’s hiatus lasts, nobody knows. And there is serious 
doubt whether there will be time to hold the playoffs and award the 
Stanley Cup, which has not been awarded only twice since 1893 — in 
1919, when the final was cancelled after five games because of the 
Spanish flu, and in 2005 when the season was wiped out because of a 
labor lockout. 

The Red Wings released a statement after the league made its decision 
later in the afternoon. 

"Given the recent decision by the NHL to pause the season, all games 
are postponed until further notice. Plans are being developed for future 
games and we will notify you as soon as we have information to share," 
the Red Wings said. 

With the coronavirus threat growing by the day, the NBA suspended its 
season indefinitely Wednesday after a player tested positive for the virus. 

The NHL Players Association issued their own statement Thursday: “The 
decision to temporarily suspend play due to the COVID-19 pandemic is 
an appropriate course of action at this time. The NHLPA will continue to 
closely monitor this very dynamic situation and remain in daily 
discussions with the league, our medical consultants, and our players 
regarding all aspects of this matter. The players are looking forward to 
the opportunity to resume play in front of hockey fans everywhere.” 

The Red Wings did not have a morning skate Thursday — nor did any 
team around the NHL, as all skates, practices and team meetings were 
canceled, a precursor for the announcement later in the afternoon for the 
10 games on the schedule. 

The Red Wings traveled to Washington on Wednesday afternoon, and 
had a game scheduled against the Capitals on Thursday evening, and 
Saturday in Tampa Bay. 

After Wednesday’s practice, coach Jeff Blashill and players were 
prepared for a possible major announcement, given the way 
developments were headed. 

“It is surreal," Blashill said during Wednesday’s media availability. “It’s 
times that we probably haven’t necessarily all lived through. It definitely 
shows you how interconnected we all are in the world today and how fast 
stuff like this can obviously spread.” 

Speculation earlier in the week that pro leagues would be temporarily 
suspended didn’t shock forward Luke Glendening. 

“Sports don't exist in a vacuum. We feel the stuff the real world does as 
well,” Glendening said. “Our thoughts and prayers are to those people 
who've been affected by it. You just have to try and stay as safe as you 
can.” 

Where the NHL goes from here it anyone’s guess. A term many national 
analysts - and earlier in the week,, coaches and players - used, was 
"uncharted waters". 

There are only 185 regular-season games remaining — the Wings had 
13 games left — or roughly 15 percent of the schedule. 

It’s unlikely any of those games would be made up, with speculation the 
NHL would likely jump straight into the playoffs when  — or if — it 
resumes the schedule. 

When the NHL had a shortened 2012-13 season because of a labor 
lockout, the league had a 48-game season with full playoffs taking place 
until late June. 

But even going about beginning the playoffs currently would be a 
headache. 

Many playoff-contending teams have played between 68 and 71 games; 
there is no uniformity. Early speculation around the league is if play does 
resume, teams’ winning percentage could be considered as the way to 
seed teams. 

Losing the playoffs would be a major financial blow to the NHL, which 
depends heavily on gate revenue. 

Not having these final regular-season games — and possibly the 
lucrative playoffs — would put a severe dent in league revenues and 
likely decrease the salary cap for next season. 

There’s also the issue of the draft lottery, which is crucial for the Red 
Wings. 

The Wings have long held the 31st and final spot in the league standings 
and officially clinched the position recently. 

Normally, that would guarantee the Wings the best odds, 18.5 percent, of 
landing the No. 1 overall pick in a draft lottery. 

But would that (the draft lottery) necessarily be the route the NHL goes if 
there is no completed 82-game regular season? No one knows. 
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Niyo: Trio of brick-and-mortar sportsbooks begins ‘new era’ of betting in 
Detroit 

 

John Niyo, The Detroit News 

Published 11:40 p.m. ET March 11, 2020 | Updated 4:05 a.m. ET March 
12, 2020 

 

Detroit — After a long wait in a line that snaked around a corner, 
hemmed in by velvet ropes and crowd-control stanchions inside the 
MGM Grand Detroit casino, and after a much longer wait that Daron 
Beasley estimates has lasted nearly half his life, the 50-year-old Detroiter 
had no trouble summing up his feelings Wednesday afternoon. 

“Oh, man, it’s a relief,” he said, smiling broadly, after becoming one of the 
very first Michigan residents to take part in legalized sports betting in the 
state. 

In his hand, Beasley held a pair of betting slips from his initial wagers on 
Wednesday’s college basketball action: a $10 parlay and $16 round-
robin bet that’d be worth nearly $350 if he cashed both. 

Hours later, with the sports world seemingly shutting down in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic, all bets were off — figuratively speaking — 
about just where the action will come from for eager gamblers here.  

But in his mind, Beasley felt as if he’d already hit the jackpot, emptying 
an online gambling account he’d used for more than a decade — through 
the Panama-based BetOnline — and planning to be a daily customer 
now at the trio of sportsbooks open for business in downtown Detroit. 
MGM Grand and Greektown casinos began taking sports bets 
Wednesday, while the MotorCity Casino will follow suit Thursday morning 
with a sportsbook operated by FanDuel. 
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“Once I win, I can get my money right then and there, instead of waiting 
on some offshore book to send me money,” explained Beasley, an avid 
baseball fan who says he’s been betting on sports since 1997. “And this 
adds a little excitement to my life.” 

Legal, safe, fun 

On Wednesday, before the NBA suspended its season and other sports 
leagues and governing bodies finished weighing their options, Beasley's 
was far from the only excited voice in the crowd. 

Gamblers gathered outside the casino’s newly-renovated $6.5 million 
BETMGM Sports Lounge, outfitted with 60 HD TV screens, a full bar with 
tabletop video poker machines, lounge seating as well as a half-dozen 
betting windows and 15 self-service betting kiosks. And yes, with 
dispensers of Purell hand sanitizer ready and waiting, though it's 
probably a safe bet you won't find a more risk-averse population than in a 
casino sportsbook.  

Gregory Ponders, 62, of Detroit, placed a pair of $10 bets — one of them 
on the Los Angeles Lakers to win the NBA title — and then joked, “I’m 
about to have a heart attack. I’m so excited, I’m sweating!” 

Nearby stood the lawmaker who’d labored for nearly five years to make 
this day happen. Brandt Iden, a third-term Republican state 
representative from the Kalamazoo area, has spent most of his time in 
office spearheading the legislative push to allow sports betting and 
expand online gaming in Michigan. 

“This, for me, is a legacy project,” said Iden, whose effort has spanned 
220 state reps, two governors and one veto — a stunning lame-duck 
TKO that then-Gov. Rick Snyder delivered just after Christmas in 2018. 

 “But we’re here today, and that’s the most important thing,” added Iden, 
one of a handful of celebrity VIPs who stepped to the MGM betting 
windows first — he bet $100 for a chance to win $350 if Michigan State 
wins the Big Ten Tournament — following a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
“This is not just about the economic impact for the city of Detroit and the 
state of Michigan. This is also about protecting consumers. This is to 
ensure that people don’t have to go to their bookies anymore — they’re 
not gonna get their legs broken for not paying their bills. This is about 
legal, safe, fun sports betting.” 

Michigan became the 20th state in the country to legalize sports 
wagering in December, and Wednesday became the 16th state to start 
taking bets, nearly 22 months after a U.S. Supreme Court ruling struck 
down the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act of 1992 
(PASPA) and effectively lifted the federal law prohibiting sports betting. 

The Michigan Gaming Control Board approved temporary licenses for 
Detroit’s three casinos to begin operating their brick-and-mortar 
sportsbooks this week — just in time for March Madness — but mobile 
betting options are still several months away. Iden says he hopes that will 
happen by the end of the year, or early 2021 in time for the Super Bowl. 
And whenever it does happen, that’ll account for the bulk of a yearly 
handle that officials hoped would approach $200 million and, according 
to the Michigan Department of Treasury, add an estimated $19 million in 
annual revenue for the state. 

Bets are off? 

Those numbers figure to take a serious hit now, of course, with the sports 
world threatening to go dark for the foreseeable future. Still, the bottom 
line is this was hailed as progress. 

"Michigan is a sports-mad state," said Matt Prevost, a University of 
Michigan alum who is now the chief marketing officer for Roar Digital, a 
joint venture between MGM Resorts and GVC Holdings, the British-
based sports betting giant. "And frankly here in Detroit, we’re in the 
middle of a renaissance of sorts. You have four (pro sports) teams within 
four blocks of one another, in close proximity to this casino. It couldn’t be 
a better venue, couldn’t be a better state for us to compete. ...  

“Initially, there are a lot of customers who feel more comfortable in an in-
person setting. But over time, you’ll see 80-90 percent of the business 
will go toward mobile.” 

For now, though, David Tsai, president and CEO of MGM Detroit, was 
anticipating as many as a few thousand daily wagers at the sportsbook, 
which has been packed on recent nights — even without the in-house 
betting option — for everything from a Michigan-Michigan State 
basketball game to an Ultimate Fighting Championship card. Lots of 
bettors Wednesday were jumping on the Tigers' over-under win total (56 
1/2) for the upcoming season. 

“Sports betting isn’t just a gambling activity,” Tsai said. “It’s part of the 
sports entertainment experience.” 

And it’s one reason Louis Theros, MGM Grand’s vice president and 
general counsel, sounded a bit relieved Wednesday as well, following 
months of questions from regular customers. 

"It has been palpable in here," Theros said. “My office is upstairs by the 
hotel, but I walk the floor multiple times a day and as soon as someone 
would see my badge, holy mackerel, it was non-stop, ‘When’s it coming? 
When will it start?’" 

Wednesday, that all came to an end, just as what Tsai described as a 
"new era" in Detroit began in earnest.  

"And based upon that line I’m seeing over there," laughed Iden, 
motioning over to where Beasley and others stood patiently waiting for 
the green light, "it's even more than I anticipated." 

 

Detroit News LOADED: 03.13.2020 

1180673 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Grand Rapids Griffins sidelined as AHL joins others in suspending 
season due to coronavirus 

 

Updated Mar 12, 2020; Posted Mar 12, 2020 

By Peter J. Wallner | pwallner@mlive.com 

 

The American Hockey League on Thursday afternoon followed the lead 
of the NHL and others in announcing it was suspending the season due 
to concerns over the coronavirus pandemic. 

A brief statement from the league said “With the health and safety of our 
players, officials, staff and fans of primary importance, the American 
Hockey League has announced the suspension of play until further 
notice, effective immediately.” 

The Griffins, who played at home Wednesday before an average 
midweek crowd of 5,397, were scheduled to host Bakersfield on Friday 
and Saturday. 

The league has about a month left in the season before the start of the 
postseason. The Griffins have 13 games remaining. 

During Wednesday’s game, Griffins president Tim Gortsema discussed 
the decision-making over playing the games and/or playing without fans: 
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NHL suspends season as coronavirus precaution 
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Updated Mar 12, 2020; Posted Mar 12, 2020 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

The NHL has suspended its season due to concerns about the 
coronavirus, joining other sports leagues across the country and the 
world, including the NBA. 

“In light of ongoing developments resulting from the coronavirus, and 
after consulting with medical experts and convening a conference call of 
the Board of Governors, the National Hockey League is announcing 
today that is will pause the 2019-20 season beginning with tonight’s 
games," NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement. 

The Detroit Red Wings were in Washington Thursday preparing to face 
the Capitals tonight but will now return home. The Red Wings (17-49-5) 
had 11 games remaining, four of them scheduled for Little Caesars 
Arena. 

Bettman went on to state: “The NHL has been attempting to follow the 
mandates of health experts and local authorities, while preparing for any 
possible developments without taking premature or unnecessary 
measures. However, following last night’s news that an NBA player has 
tested positive for coronavirus -- and given that our leagues share so 
many facilities and locker rooms and now it seems likely that some 
members of the NHL community would test positive at some point -- it is 
no longer appropriate to try to continue to play games at this time.” 

The NHL is hoping this suspension will be temporary and it will be able to 
resume and complete the regular season schedule. For the time being, 
teams reportedly will not practice, conduct meetings or travel. 

“We will continue to monitor all the appropriate medical advice, and we 
will encourage our players and other members of the NHL community to 
take all reasonable precautions -- including by self-quarantine, where 
appropriate,” Bettman said. “Our goals is to resume play as soon as it is 
appropriate and prudent, so that we will be able to complete the season 
and award the Stanley Cup. Until then, we thank the NHL fans for your 
patience and hope you stay healthy.” 

The Red Wings said in a statement on Twitter: “Given the recent decision 
by the NHL to pause the season, all games are postponed until further 
notice. Plans are being developed for future games and we will notify you 
as soon as we have information to share.” 

The NHL Players Association released the following statement: 

“The decision to temporarily suspend play due to the COVID-19 
pandemic is an appropriate course of action at this time. The NHLPA will 
continue to closely monitor this very dynamic situation and remain in 
daily discussions with the league, our medical consultants, and our 
players regarding all aspects of this matter. The players are looking 
forward to the opportunity to resume play in front of hockey fans 
everywhere.” 
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Veteran Brian Lashoff speaks about milestone game with Grand Rapids 
Griffins 

 

Updated Mar 12, 2020; Posted Mar 12, 2020 

By Peter J. Wallner | pwallner@mlive.com 

 

GRAND RAPIDS - It takes more than skill to last 11 seasons in one 
organization, let alone 500 games with the same AHL team as Brian 
Lashoff accomplished Wednesday with the Grand Rapids Griffins. 

“I think that speaks to his work ethic and how he takes care of himself 
and what a professional he is,” Griffins coach Ben Simon said after 
Lashoff pulled his regular shift on defense in a 4-1 win at home against 
Iowa. 

Lashoff, the coach added, "has been a young guy coming into the 
league, a young guy fighting to stay in the league and now he's a vet 
helping some of our younger guys develop into future NHL players. I 
think he takes that responsibility really seriously and I think he's really 
good at it." 

Lashoff, an undrafted free agent signed in 2008, debuted with the Griffins 
late in 2009 and began in earnest with a full season in 2011-12. He is 
one of only three players on both Griffins' Calder Cup championship 
teams in 2012-13 and 2016-77 (along with Nathan Paetsch and Mitch 
Callahan). 

He has served with the Detroit Red Wings as well through the years, 
playing 136 games - including the entire 2013-14 season - as a steady 
fill-in. The number includes nine games with the Red Wings this season. 

Lashoff's 500 games place him second on the Griffins' all-time list, 
behind 655 by Travis Richards (1996-2006). He is the longest active 
serving AHL player with one team. For a unique perspective, the most 
recent player with a longer stint is Bill Needham, the all-time leader of 
981 games with the Cleveland Barons. His career ended in 1971. 

Lashoff has no intention of slowing down. 

“I love playing in this city and I love winning in this city. It’s been like a 
second home for me, and now my wife,” he said. “So, I’ll play until they 
tell me I can’t. That’s the mindset I’ll have. I still feel great, my body feels 
great.” 

Lashoff won’t go anywhere soon. The organization signed him to a two-
year contract extension last March. 

Oh, and one more thing: He's also 29 years old. 

Lashoff smiled at that. 

"I think a lot of people might think I'm a little older for the amount of 
games I've played here." 
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Predators encourage players to 'self-isolate' during 'pause' caused by 
coronavirus 

 

Paul Skrbina, Nashville Tennessean 

Published 8:02 p.m. CT March 12, 2020 

 

The CDC recommends taking simple, everyday steps to avoid catching 
or spreading respiratory diseases, including the coronavirus, COVID-19. 
These include covering your cough or sneeze, disinfecting commonly 
used surfaces, and thoroughly washing or sanitizing your hands. Call 
your doctor if you feel sick, and stay home if you are sick. Get more 
information at CDC.gov/coronavirus. 

The Predators are known for being visible in the Nashville community. 

Now the players are being encouraged to stay out of the community in 
wake of the coronavirus pandemic that caused the suspension of every 
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major league, including the NHL on Thursday, as well as the cancellation 
of the NCAA basketball tournaments. 

Predators president and CEO Sean Henry said the team, which was in 
Toronto for Thursday's scheduled game against the Maple Leafs, likely 
won't practice during the what the league called a "pause" in play. He 
said players would be paid during the hiatus and added he hopes they 
will stay in the Nashville area and "self-isolate." 

"Have them stay in our community, have them stay in our market," Henry 
said. "While we're doing that, truly have them self-isolate. 

"It's a very odd dynamic for us, to have them in our community and not 
get them out. We want them to stay healthy. ... We really are taking a 
pause because you don't know when you can resume normal activities. 
When we can, we will." 

Henry said the team is "taking our lead from the state board of health and 
the CDC" when it comes to testing for the virus. He said there are no 
"blanket testing" procedures in place as of yet. He said the team would 
"arrange for a test if that's necessary" for any employees, including 
players, who show symptoms. 

Henry didn't want to speculate how long the "pause" might last or the 
possibility of the NHL stretching the playoffs into late summer, which 
could create conflicts in arenas because of previously scheduled events. 

"I've never been big on hypotheticals," Henry said. "I can answer that in 
15 different ways and be wrong 15 times. 

"Anything is possible. ... The real key is first you have to figure out when 
we should start playing before we can answer what we should do next. ... 
You have to look at what the bigger picture is and make sure the game 
fits within that." 

The Predators occupied the second wild-card spot in the Western 
Conference when play was suspended.  

Henry said should any of the remaining six home games be postponed or 
canceled, refunds will be available.  

"It's hard to put a timeframe on it because you don't know how long it will 
be, so we put an arbitrary number on it — one week, two weeks, a 
month, until next November," he said. "You don't know. So the idea is, 
let's put it on pause, which, you look at the word, at first you think it's an 
odd word to use. But in reality that's exactly what it is — we're pausing 
the season to figure out when we can start again. Ideally, that's as soon 
as it's as safe as possible." 

Henry also said employees scheduled to work this weekend's canceled 
SEC Tournament at Bridgestone Arena will be paid and that a plan 
beyond that, which he hopes is similar, is being discussed. 
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Predators say ticket refunds will be issued if games canceled 

 

Paul Skrbina, Nashville Tennessean 

Published 6:22 p.m. CT March 12, 2020 | Updated 6:37 p.m. CT March 
12, 2020 

 

The CDC recommends taking simple, everyday steps to avoid catching 
or spreading respiratory diseases, including the coronavirus, COVID-19. 
These include covering your cough or sneeze, disinfecting commonly 
used surfaces, and thoroughly washing or sanitizing your hands. Call 

your doctor if you feel sick, and stay home if you are sick. Get more 
information at CDC.gov/coronavirus. 

The NHL "paused" its season Thursday in the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

When the league will press play again remains to be seen. But if it 
doesn't, and games at Bridgestone Arena are canceled, Predators fans 
will receive refunds for single-game and season-ticket purchases, team 
president and CEO Sean Henry said.  

The team had six home games scheduled before the league suspended 
play. 

"If any event is postponed off the date it's scheduled for, someone has to 
request the refund," Henry said. "If it's postponed, they'll get it from the 
original point of purchase.  

"If a game is canceled or an event is canceled, then it's an automatic 
refund." 

Henry said season-ticket holders will hear from representatives in the 
coming days. 

"If we aren't going to play a game, we want to make sure they get their 
money back as fast as possible, or reuse it for something else they'd like 
to do," Henry said, suggesting  some people might want to donate their 
refunds to other funds or bank it for future use." 

Henry said the upcoming Preds and Threads charity event, scheduled for 
Tuesday, along with the annual wine festival, scheduled for April 3, both 
have been canceled. 

The SEC men's basketball tournament, which began Wednesday but 
was canceled Thursday, was to run through Sunday at Bridgestone. 

The arena also plays host to many other events, including concerts. 

Henry said Pearl Jam's concert, scheduled for April 2, will change dates. 

The next act scheduled to perform at Bridgestone is comedian Jeff 
Dunham on March 20. Henry said the arena is working with Dunham's 
team on details. 

As for the building's main tenant, the Predators, the immediate future is 
up in the air. 

"I don't know how long the pause will be," Henry said. "None of us do." 
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NHL suspends season because of coronavirus concerns 

 

Paul Skrbina, Nashville Tennessean 

Published 12:32 p.m. CT March 12, 2020 | Updated 4:50 p.m. CT March 
12, 2020 

 

The CDC recommends taking simple, everyday steps to avoid catching 
or spreading respiratory diseases, including the coronavirus, COVID-19. 
These include covering your cough or sneeze, disinfecting commonly 
used surfaces, and thoroughly washing or sanitizing your hands. Call 
your doctor if you feel sick, and stay home if you are sick. Get more 
information at CDC.gov/coronavirus. 

The NHL has suspended its season indefinitely because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, a league source told The Tennessean early 
Thursday afternoon. 
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The league officially announced what it called a "pause" in the season 
later Thursday afternoon. 

“In light of ongoing developments resulting from the coronavirus, and 
after consulting with medical experts and convening a conference call of 
the board of governors, the National Hockey League is announcing today 
that it will pause the 2019-20 season beginning with tonight’s games," the 
league's statement read. 

“The NHL has been attempting to follow the mandates of health experts 
and local authorities while preparing for any possible developments 
without taking premature or unnecessary measures. However, following 
last night’s news that an NBA player has tested positive for coronavirus – 
and given that our leagues share so many facilities and locker rooms and 
it now seems likely that some member of the NHL community would test 
positive at some point – it is no longer appropriate to try to continue to 
play games at this time." 

The news came a day after the NBA suspended its season "until further 
notice" Wednesday after Utah Jazz All-Star Rudy Gobert tested positive 
for the virus. On Thursday, it was learned his teammate Donovan 
Mitchell also tested positive. 

Eleven NBA and NHL teams share arenas. 

Bridgestone Arena, home of the Predators, was playing host to the SEC 
Tournament this week. Wednesday's games were open to fans, but the 
conference announced Thursday morning that the remainder of the 
tournament was canceled.  

Major League baseball announced later Thursday afternoon it has 
canceled the remainder of spring training and pushed the start of the 
season back by at least two weeks. 

Major League Soccer also announced Thursday that it has postponed its 
season for at least 30 days. 

The NHL Players Association released a statement Thursday saying it 
agreed with the decision to stop play for the time being. 

“The decision to temporarily suspend play due to the COVID-19 
pandemic is an appropriate course of action at this time. 

“The NHLPA will continue to closely monitor this very dynamic situation 
and remain in daily discussions with the league, our medical consultants 
and our players regarding all aspects of this matter,” the NHLPA said in a 
statement. “Players are looking forward to the opportunity to resume play 
in front of hockey fans everywhere.” 

Some professional and college sports leagues already had said they 
would not allow fans into games before the announcement. The 
Columbus Blue Jackets and San Jose Sharks in the NHL announced 
Wednesday that their home games would be closed to the general 
public, before the league made its announcement. 

The Predators were in the midst of a five-game road trip, which includes 
a stop Saturday in Columbus, Ohio. They were scheduled to play in 
Toronto on Thursday night. 

They had six scheduled home games remaining during the regular 
season — March 19 vs. the Avalanche; March 21 vs. the Flyers; March 
24 vs. the Jets; March 26 vs. the Kings; April 1 vs. Canadiens; and April 
4 vs. the Wild. 

A plan for how the rest of the season and how the playoffs could play out 
is not yet known. 

“We will continue to monitor all the appropriate medical advice and we 
will encourage our players and other members of the NHL community to 
take all reasonable precautions — including by self-quarantine, where 
appropriate," NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said. "Our goal is to 
resume play as soon as is appropriate and prudent, so that we will be 
able to complete the season and award the Stanley Cup.” 
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Coronavirus has left unprecedented mark on sports. How has it impacted 
South Florida? 

 

BY ANTHONY CHIANG 

MARCH 12, 2020 06:49 PM  

 

The coronavirus has left an unprecedented mark on the sports world. 

From the suspension of the NBA, NHL and MLS seasons, the 
cancellation of March Madness, the postponement of MLB’s Opening 
Day and the list goes on, sports has come to a screeching halt. 

Every South Florida team has been affected. The Miami Heat, Miami 
Dolphins, Miami Marlins, Florida Panthers, Inter Miami and Miami 
Hurricanes are feeling the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. 

In addition, the Miami Open tennis tournament was canceled. And 
another local sporting event, the NASCAR race in Homestead next week, 
will still run as scheduled, but without fans in attendance. 

Gulfstream is still racing, but there will be no spectators allowed starting 
Friday. The Florida Derby is still on. The FIU Panthers are still expected 
to hold spring practices next week, but with no fans in attendance. 

Also, PGA Tour events will proceed as scheduled, but without fans 
starting Friday. This will last through the Valero Texas Open, which ends 
April 5. 

Here’s a look at how all of the cancellations and postponements affect 
the South Florida sports landscape ... 

MIAMI HEAT 

The NBA decided to suspend the season Wednesday night until further 
notice because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

The move came after Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert tested positive for 
the coronavirus, forcing the cancellation of Wednesday’s Jazz-Oklahoma 
City Thunder game. And on Thursday, Jazz guard Donovan Mitchell 
tested positive for the coronavirus. 

The NBA said in a statement that it “will use this hiatus to determine next 
steps for moving forward in regard to the coronavirus pandemic.” 

Heat players are being encouraged to remain in South Florida to avoid 
travel and remain prepared for the possibility of the continuation of the 
season. 

As for tickets, there will be no refunds for season-ticket holders at the 
moment because the hope is the games will be played at some point. For 
individual game tickets, the NBA is working directly with Ticketmaster to 
figure out what can be done for fans who are unable to attend 
rescheduled games. 

MIAMI MARLINS 

Major League Baseball’s announcement that it was suspending spring 
training and postponing Opening Day for the 2020 season came in the 
seventh inning of the Miami Marlins’ 3-0 loss to the St. Louis Cardinals at 
Roger Dean Chevrolet Stadium on Thursday. 

“We talked about making adjustments,” Marlins manager Don Mattingly 
said, “and this is part of it. We knew there was going to be something 
coming down. We had a pretty good feeling with everything that’s been 
happening in the country and the world. We’ll get our ducks in a row.” 
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Marlins CEO Derek Jeter said in a statement that the Marlins support 
commissioner Rob Manfred’s decision, adding the Marlins will make 
additional announcements, including those regarding ticket information, 
at a later date. 

“This is an unprecedented time and this is certainly an unprecedented 
decision that was made in the best interest of players, fans and 
communities across the country,” Jeter said. “We urge everyone to 
continue to exercise the preventive measures set forth by the CDC and 
stay informed regarding the latest developments on the virus.” 

MIAMI HURRICANES 

The ACC, the NCAA’s league to which the University of Miami belongs, 
released a statement Thursday afternoon that it “has suspended all 
athletic related activities including all competition, formal and organized 
practice, recruiting and participation in NCAA championships until further 
notice. 

“The decision was made following consultation with the league’s 
presidents and athletic directors to mitigate the further spread of COVID-
19.’’ 

For Miami, that means its baseball team (12-4), ranked as high as fifth in 
the nation by Baseball America, will possibly go without finishing one of 
its most promising seasons in years. 

And Hurricanes spring football practice had its first four of 15 sessions 
last week before it broke for spring break. The Canes football program 
was to resume practice on Tuesday, but this edict obviously has put a 
close to football practice for now. 

UM’s spring football game had been scheduled for April 11, but is in 
limbo until further notice. 

The UM Sports Hall of Fame already postponed its induction banquet, 
originally scheduled for April 2. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 

The Miami Dolphins on Thursday joined the growing list of NFL 
franchises to temporarily suspend pre-draft travel for all scouts and 
coaches as the world of football scrambles to address the spiraling 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“The safety of everyone associated with the Miami Dolphins is of the 
utmost importance,” the team announced in a statement. “We will 
continue to monitor the situation and take advice from our medical staff 
and public officials.” 

Meanwhile, teams around the NFL are canceling draftee facility visits, the 
league canceled its annual meeting and the Eagles on Thursday became 
the first team to shut down their headquarters and stadium. 

The annual meeting was set to be held in Palm Beach on March 29-April 
1, with all expected official business delayed until the league’s May 
meeting in Marina del Rey, California. Coaches and general managers 
are expected to attend that May conference, the league announced. 

“The decision was made consistent with the league’s primary concern to 
protect the health of club and league employees and the public while 
enabling the league to continue with its essential business operations,” 
the NFL said in a statement. “We will continue to closely monitor 
developments, consult with leading experts and be prepared to make any 
changed necessary as circumstances warrant.” 

FLORIDA PANTHERS 

On Wednesday, the Columbus Blue Jackets and San Jose Sharks both 
announced they planned to play their home games without any fans in 
the arena. 

Earlier Thursday, the NHL told teams not to practice as it weighed its 
options. Shortly after 1:30 p.m., the NHL announced it would follow the 
NBA’s lead and suspend play for an indefinite period of time. 

INTER MIAMI 

Inter Miami players, fans and owners will have to wait at least a month 
longer for the team’s highly anticipated home debut. Major League 
Soccer on Thursday suspended its season for at least 30 days, the latest 
in a cascade of sports cancellations and postponements due to the 
coronavirus epidemic. 

The news came 48 hours before Inter Miami was scheduled to play its 
inaugural home game against the Los Angeles Galaxy. Team officials 
were in the middle of a media tour of the team’s new 19,000-seat 
stadium when the news broke. 

“We’ve made a decision as a league this morning, as owners, that play 
will be suspended temporarily,” Inter Miami co-owner Jorge Mas said in a 
news conference after informing the players and coaches. “We are 
targeting 30 days, which means Inter Miami will not be playing its home 
opener on Saturday. We were 48 hours from kickoff, expecting a full 
house, and there was a lot of excitement. That won’t change. It will just 
will be on different day and date.“ 

MIAMI OPEN 

The 2020 Miami Open, which would have featured nearly all of the top 
tennis players in the world, was canceled as a precaution because of the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

More than 300,000 fans attend the tournament annually. Last year, the 
12-day attendance at Hard Rock Stadium was 388,734. Among the 
players scheduled to participate: Rafael Nadal, Serena Williams, Novak 
Djokovic, Coco Gauff, Sofia Kenin and Ashley Barty. 

Tournament director James Blake said: “We were looking forward to 
hosting another world-class event, but our priority remains the health and 
safety of everyone involved in the Miami Open, including the South 
Florida community. As a former player and now tournament director, I 
understand how disappointing it is for the players, fans, partners and 
tournament staff who worked tirelessly to get the site ready. We thank 
everyone for their understanding and support and look forward to 
returning to Hard Rock Stadium March 22 – April 4, 2021.” 

The tournament will contact ticket holders in the coming days regarding 
refunds. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

The NCAA announced Thursday the cancellation of the men’s and 
women’s basketball tournaments because of the coronavirus, as well as 
all remaining winter and spring NCAA championships. 

A statement from the NCAA read: “This decision is based on the evolving 
COVID-19 public health threat, our ability to ensure the events do not 
contribute to spread of the pandemic, and the impracticality of hosting 
such events at any time during this academic year given ongoing 
decisions by other entities.” 

Most men’s basketball conference tournaments were also canceled. 

On Wednesday, the NCAA said it was still planning to hold its men’s 
basketball tournament next week, but only with essential staff and limited 
family members in attendance. Those plans changed Thursday. 

NASCAR 

NASCAR still plans to run its races in Atlanta and Homestead the next 
two weekends, the association announced Thursday, but without fans in 
attendance. NASCAR still plans to run all three previously scheduled 
races at Homestead-Miami Speedway from March 20-22, including the 
Dixie Vodka 400, a spokesperson for the track said. 

Fans who had already purchased tickets to the races, “will receive a 
credit for the full amount paid towards any admissions including 
grandstand seating, infield, camping, fan hospitality, pit passes, etc., 
subject to availability,” according to a statement spent by a track 
spokesperson. “The credit can be used for the balance of the 2020 or 
2021 seasons for a NASCAR sanctioned event at any NASCAR-owned 
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track.” Details about the process for redeeming the credit will be made 
available by the end of Saturday. 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

Athletic travel in Broward is suspended starting Monday, according to 
Broward county school superintendent Robert Runcie. 

Sports are continuing for now in Miami-Dade, per superintendent Alberto 
Carvalho. Out-of-county travel will be approved on a case-by-case basis. 

The Florida High School Athletic Association said in a statement 
Thursday that it monitoring developments, but no decisions have been 
made regarding the remaining state championships. 

The following Miami Herald reporters contributed to this report: Susan 
Miller Degnan, Michelle Kaufman, David Wilson, Jordan McPherson, 
Adam H. Beasley and Jason Dill. 
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NHL suspends play because of the coronavirus, but hopes to resume 
season in future 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

MARCH 12, 2020 01:55 PM  

 

The NHL is suspending its season because of the coronavirus, but the 
league hopes to resume play in the future. 

The NHL announced its plans in a statement Thursday following a 
conference call with the board of governors. 

“In light of ongoing developments resulting from the coronavirus, and 
after consulting with medical experts and convening a conference call of 
the Board of Governors,” commissioner Gary Bettman said in a 
statement, “the National Hockey League is announcing today that it will 
pause the 2019‑20 season beginning with tonight’s games.” 

The Florida Panthers were scheduled to face the Dallas Stars on 
Thursday in Dallas and return home to play the New Jersey Devils on 
Saturday in Sunrise. Neither of those games will happen. 

The Panthers currently sit three games out of the third and final playoff 
spot in the Atlantic Division. 

On Wednesday, the Columbus Blue Jackets and San Jose Sharks both 
announced they planned to play their home games without any fans in 
the arena. Earlier Thursday, the NHL told teams not to practice as it 
weighed its options. Shortly after 1:30 p.m., the NHL announced it would 
follow the NBA’s lead and suspend play for an indefinite period of time. 

“The NHL has been attempting to follow the mandates of health experts 
and local authorities, while preparing for any possible developments 
without taking premature or unnecessary measures,” Bettman said. 
“However, following last night’s news that an NBA player has tested 
positive for coronavirus — and given that our leagues share so many 
facilities and locker rooms and it now seems likely that some member of 
the NHL community would test positive at some point — it is no longer 
appropriate to try to continue to play games at this time.” 

On Wednesday, the NBA became the first professional sports league to 
announce it would be suspending play. The NBA’s board of governors 
convened for a conference call Wednesday and the majority of owners 
hoped to continue play without fans in the arena, although some 
preferred the league just suspend play altogether, ESPN reported. About 

an hour later, the Utah Jazz’s game against the Oklahoma City Thunder 
was abruptly canceled just second before tipoff after Jazz center Rudy 
Gobert tested positive for COVID-19, The Athletic reported. 

“We will continue to monitor all the appropriate medical advice, and we 
will encourage our players and other members of the NHL community to 
take all reasonable precautions — including by self-quarantine, where 
appropriate,” Bettman said. “Our goal is to resume play as soon as it is 
appropriate and prudent, so that we will be able to complete the season 
and award the Stanley Cup. Until then, we thank NHL fans for your 
patience and hope you stay healthy.” 
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No Florida Panthers games for a while; NHL suspends season over 
coronavirus fears 

 

By WELLS DUSENBURY 

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL  

MAR 12, 2020 | 1:56 PM 

 

Following the NBA’s decision to suspend its season due to coronavirus 
fears, the NHL has also put its season on pause. 

The league announced Thursday that it would suspend competition 
beginning with Thursday night’s games. With roughly a dozen games 
remaining for each team, the regular season had been scheduled to 
finish April 4. 

“Following last night’s news that an NBA player tested positive for 
coronavirus,” NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a news release, 
“and given that our leagues share so many facilities and locker rooms 
and now it seems likely that some member of the NHL community would 
test positive at some point — it is no longer appropriate to try and 
continue to play games at this time.” 

“Our goal is to resume play as soon as it is appropriate and prudent, so 
that we will be able to complete the season and award the Stanley Cup.” 

The Florida Panthers have 13 games left on the schedule and were 
slated to face the Dallas Stars on Thursday night in Texas. The Panthers 
were to host the New Jersey Devils on Saturday night at the BB&T 
Center. 

With the NHL season on hiatus, Florida (35-26-8) sits three points out of 
a playoff spot. The Panthers made a number of high-profile moves in free 
agency to improve the team, but still sit on the outside looking in. The 
team has missed the postseason in 18 of the past 20 seasons. 

The Panthers asked fans to hold their tickets until additional information 
becomes available.  

Over the past 24 hours, professional leagues and college conferences 
have begun postponing their seasons in wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic. On Thursday, MLS, NHL, MLB and most college conferences 
suspended play following the NBA’s decision. 
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Has Chris Driedger become the Jordan Binnington of the Florida 
Panthers? 

 

By George Richards  

Mar 12, 2020   

 

DALLAS — It wasn’t long after Chris Driedger arrived on the scene with 
the Florida Panthers that coach Joel Quenneville brought up what 
happened in St. Louis last season. 

The Blues were at the bottom of the standings when they brought up a 
25-year-old goalie who had been toiling in the minor leagues for much of 
his career. 

Jordan Binnington made his first start for the Blues on Jan. 7, they shut 
out the Flyers, and the rest is history as Binnington helped carry St. Louis 
all the way to its first Stanley Cup title. 

Quenneville’s remarks may have seemed a little odd at the time. 

They do not anymore. 

Although Driedger was serving as the backup to two-time Vezina winner 
Sergei Bobrovsky when Quenneville first made the Binnington reference, 
things have changed a bit in Florida. 

Bobrovsky is currently out with a lower-body injury. Driedger has stepped 
in and has, at least momentarily, taken over as the Panthers’ starting 
goalie. 

Although Bobrovsky is back on the ice and went through a long workout 
Tuesday in Dallas, Quenneville seems to be in no hurry to rush him back. 
(And it could be some time before any NHL games are played, as the 
league reportedly considers temporarily suspending its season due to the 
nationwide coronavirus threat.) 

The two had a long talk on the ice Tuesday. Quenneville said Bobrovsky 
is progressing and that the team will have “a better idea when we get 
back to Florida” about the timing of his return. 

Right now, as long as Driedger keeps playing the way he is playing and 
the Panthers keep winning, there is no reason to change anything 
whether Bobrovsky is healthy or not. 

“We’ll see who gives us our best chance every night,” Quenneville said. 

“Some decisions you don’t have to make. They make them for you. 
(Driedger) has done a great job. It’s a great story, a great situation. We’ll 
sort things out.” 

Driedger to the rescue? 

Binnington helped save a season in St. Louis. Driedger may have done 
the same in Florida. 

The Panthers go into Thursday’s game in Dallas in the midst of a playoff 
race they didn’t seem too interested in being a part of not too long ago. 

After Florida was shut out 3-0 at home by Calgary on March 1, the team 
looked lost and headed toward another long offseason. 

Then Driedger came back from a rehab stint in the minors (he had been 
out since injuring his groin on Jan. 16), the Panthers started playing 
improved team hockey in all three zones and won two of their past three 
games, allowing a total of four goals. 

Since the loss to Calgary, the Panthers are playing with passion. 

Florida has averaged 17 blocked shots a game (it blocked 23 in a 2-1 win 
over Binnington and the Blues on Monday) and has swarmed the front of 
the net to help keep danger zones clear. 

Driedger is most appreciative of the effort. 

“This has been fun to watch,” he said. “The guys have really built off that 
Boston game (a 2-1 overtime loss at home on March 5), which was like a 
playoff game, and we have carried that momentum into the next two. 

“Earlier in the season, it used to be goals, goals, goals. And now we’re 
shutting it down defensively, which is great for me. Hard to complain 
about that. It has been a real effort by the guys to do whatever it takes to 
win a game. … 

“Things had been a little scrambled, and I have tried to slow the game 
down. That has been my focus. I am trying to eliminate second and third 
chances, keeping things calm and going from there. Our guys have been 
great. We had 23 blocked shots the other night. Whoa. That helps a 
goalie out. A lot.” 

With the effort the Panthers have put into their team game, would 
Bobrovsky have put up the same results? Perhaps. Only the Panthers 
have rarely played this well in front of their star goalie. 

But they are playing that way now with Driedger in net. Quenneville says 
Driedger’s relaxed demeanor has affected the way the Panthers play. 

“He has given us a real patient look at the net and settles things down 
around coverage areas and the tight areas around the net,” Quenneville 
said. 

“He is very calm and cool in the net, how he approaches these different 
challenges, different teams, big games. He doesn’t flinch. We like that 
composure he brings, the consistency he brings. He is even-keel back 
there and stabilizes things in our own zone.” 

In his past three games, Driedger has surrendered a single goal in 
regulation to each of Boston, Montreal and St. Louis, making 85 saves off 
89 shots on goal (.955 save percentage) in total. 

Florida looks like a much different team right now. If the Panthers can 
keep this up through the final 13 games, they could find themselves in 
the playoffs. 

“Since the Boston game, I think everyone has been playing with a lot 
more will and a lot more urgency,” said defenseman MacKenzie Weegar, 
now on the top pairing with Aaron Ekblad and getting some of the biggest 
minutes on the team. 

“We need that confidence at this time of year. We’re not too high, not too 
low. Each game is super-important right now, and we have to keep 
going. Everyone is contributing because everyone wants to be in the 
playoffs. Everyone is buying into this.” 

Similar paths for Binnington and Driedger 

Driedger and Binnington have crossed paths a few times over the years. 
Driedger recalls being at a Team Canada tryout camp with Binnington 
when the two were teenagers, and the two have faced each other in the 
AHL. 

Monday, they met in an NHL game for the first time. 

Their career arcs, heading into last season, were very similar. 

Binnington, now 26 and the undisputed starter in St. Louis, was 25 when 
he made his first NHL start last January. Before that, he had played in 
three games, all in relief. 

“It was a long road,” Binnington said after he shut out the Flyers. 

Sound familiar? 

Driedger was 25 when the Panthers called him up from the minors in 
November. 

After Bobrovsky lost in Washington before Thanksgiving, Quenneville 
gave Driedger a surprise start against Nashville. 

Driedger had played in three NHL games (all in relief) before making his 
first start. Like Binnington, Driedger earned a shutout in his first start, 
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becoming the 36th goalie in NHL history to do so (Binnington was the 
35th). 

“Pretty wild coincidence,” Driedger said. 

Both players spent time in both the ECHL and AHL before getting a real 
shot at the NHL. Both were third-round draft picks (Binnington 68th 
overall by St. Louis in 2011; Driedger 76th overall by Ottawa in 2012). 

Both goalies were afterthoughts to their franchises until they got things 
going. Driedger had been cut loose by Ottawa in 2018 and was signed to 
a minor-league deal by the Panthers. 

“You could say (both) were long shots who all of a sudden came up with 
an opportunity,” Quenneville said. “We are a team fighting to make the 
playoffs, they were a team fighting to get in last year, and they had that 
great run at the end. We all know the importance of goaltending, and the 
season goes to another level when the playoffs start.” 

After a strong season in Springfield, where he took over the starting job, 
the Panthers signed Driedger to a two-way contract. It is a move that has 
paid off handsomely for both parties. 

“I think guys just get better when you play in the American League, and it 
comes down to that,” said Driedger, who lost the battle to back up 
Bobrovsky in training camp to Sam Montembeault only to replace 
Montembeault in November after leading the AHL in goals-against 
average. 

“For me, I had a limited opportunity (in Ottawa) and I wasn’t really 
prepared for it when I was younger. I have learned to hone my game, get 
better. When you get the opportunity when you’re older, more 
experienced, you’re a little more ready for it. 

“That’s probably the case for both of us. (Binnington) had pretty 
impressive numbers later on in the minors, so it looked like he had it 
figured out. When he got the opportunity in St. Louis, he ran with it.” 

Driedger said it was only natural to watch what Binnington and the Blues 
were doing last season and compare that to his own situation. 

“You see a guy who had spent that much time in the minors and was 
having that kind of success, of course, you’re going to compare yourself 
to what he was doing,” Driedger said. “You try not to, but it is human 
nature. I was very happy for him — it looked like he found his game. 

“When I came here, knowing I was the No. 3, I thought there could be an 
opportunity — it just wouldn’t come right off the bat. Things can always 
happen. I wasn’t bracing for something like this to happen, but to see 
someone in the same situation I was (in) do what he did, that was cool to 
see. It was fun to watch his journey and with the media coverage, it 
would have been hard to ignore. Goalies tend to develop later.” 

The two are different in one way, however: Binnington is now an 
established NHL starter. Not only did he go 24-5-1 before the playoffs 
last season, but he is currently 30-13-7 this season with the Blues. 

Driedger is starting for the Panthers right now, but that could change 
quickly. 

Bobrovsky, after all, is an established NHL star who signed the biggest 
contract in franchise history (seven years, $70 million). When Bobrovsky 
is healthy — and again, the Panthers have no reason to rush him back 
right now — he is going to want his job back. 

“Driedger is proving everyone wrong right now,” Weegar said. “He came 
up through the minors, has fought his way up. He has done a great job 
for us, and we’re confident in front of him.” 

By going 7-2-1 with saves on 94 percent of shots faced, Driedger is 
playing better at this level than anyone could have hoped. 

Driedger is giving the Panthers plenty of reason to believe in him. And 
believe in themselves as well. 

“There is no better feeling than coming back to the locker room after a 
win and see everyone sweating and knowing we gave it our all out there 
on the ice,” captain Sasha Barkov said. 

“Everyone is playing for each other, enjoying it right now. … (Driedger) is 
always there when we need him, and he gives us a lot of confidence 
knowing he is in the net. He is playing really well. He is very calm.” 
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