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Can the Hurricanes win the Stanley Cup in 2021? Here are 10 things that need to happen.  

By Chip Alexander  

Teuvo Teravainen won a Stanley Cup with the Chicago 
Blackhawks in 2015, calling it his most memorable hockey 
moment. 

Teravainen would like another championship ring — with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. The Finnish forward also senses this 
Canes team, in a pandemic-shortened 2020-21 season, 
might have the right makeup to contend for the Cup. 

“I like this team a lot,” Teravainen said on a media call. 
“We’re a really good team. We’re young, we’ve got a little of 
everything. We’ve got experience from a couple of past 
seasons, played some good playoff games. I think we’re 
getting (to be) a really good team.  

“All we need is to get better. We’ve got to improve some 
small things. But I think, especially with a short season, we 
know each other pretty good and there are a lot of the same 
guys in the locker room.” 

The Canes, who open the season Thursday at Detroit 
against the Red Wings, have reached the playoffs the past 
two years. Their goals have been raised. 

“Why are we doing this, if not to win it?” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said on a media call. 

The Canes will play in a new division this season. New 
rivalries will be made. It will be a sprint to the finish line. 

Can the Hurricanes win the Cup in 2021? Here are 10 things 
that need to happen: 

1. Be smart, stay safe 

Never has the safety and well-being of the players, coaches 
and staff been more important that maintaining it during the 
pandemic. There will be no all-encompassing bubble sites to 
protect teams and players, not in the regular season. They 
must navigate their way to the playoffs and arrive healthy. 
Hopefully, a virus vaccine will be available and some 
normalcy achieved. 

2. Aho being Aho 

Center Sebastian Aho has gotten better each of his first four 
years in the NHL. Why not a fifth, if abbreviated? He was on 
the verge of being a 40-goal scorer before last season was 
paused because of COVID-19. He converted a career-high 
18.4 percent of his 206 shots last season in finishing sixth in 
the NHL with 38 goals. He now has playoff experience. He’s 
ready for a run at the Cup. 

“Aho is always ready,” defenseman Jake Gardiner said on a 
media call. 

3. Dougie for the Norris 

If Dougie Hamilton is a contender for the Norris Trophy as 
the NHL’s best defenseman in 2021, it will mean the big D-

man has been a big, consistent offensive producer and again 
playing like an All-Star. He was doing that last season before 
the broken fibula in January and had a plus-30 plus/minus 
rating.  

4. Career year in the net 

Either Petr Mrazek or James Reimer, the goaltending 
tandem again, needs to have a career season. Doesn’t 
matter which one. But one of the two needs to be 
consistently good for a long stretch of the 56-game regular 
season and especially in the playoffs. Both are in the final 
years of contracts. That’s an added incentive for both. 

“I think we help each other, push each other,” Reimer said on 
a media call last week.  

5. Svech stardom  

Everyone seems to agree Andrei Svechnikov is an emerging 
NHL star. He has the power. He’s strong. The forward has 
the shot, lacrosse or otherwise. Can he be a point-per-game 
player — or better? More so, can he stay healthy in the 
postseason? That’s what the Canes need. 

6. Replacing Willy 

Someone has to step in for the retired Justin Williams — a 
right wing, someone good in the locker room, a leader. 
Jesper Fast might be the one. Signed as a free agent, the 
popular former New York Rangers winger needs to provide 
many of the intangibles Williams did. And some of the 
tangibles, on the ice, whether regular season or postseason. 

7. Staying special 

The Canes need to be top 10 in the league on special teams. 
Last season, they finished eighth in the NHL on the power 
play (22.3 percent) and fourth on the penalty kill (84 percent). 
The Canes scored 10 shorthanded goals last season, four by 
Aho, and were second in the NHL. The Canes will need to 
extend that kind of play, or better, through the 56 games and 
into the postseason. 

8. Nino or ‘Zinger 

Between Nino Niederreiter and Ryan Dzingel, one of the two 
wingers needs to be the offensive player the Canes brought 
them in to be. Nino had the hot start after the trade from 
Minnesota in January 2019, but his production has fallen off. 
He has been getting time on the top line with Aho and 
Teravainen in training camp, and that bears watching. 
Brind’Amour said Dzingel was “snakebit” last season, a nice 
way of saying he did not score enough.  

9. Getting there 

The top four teams in each division will qualify for the 
playoffs and a safe bet is the eight teams in the Central 
should thoroughly despise each other when the regular 
season ends. Adding more vitriol: the first two rounds of the 
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playoffs also will be intra-divisional before the survivor finally 
moves on. Quite the gauntlet, especially with Tampa Bay in 
the mix. 

And think of this: The regular season ends with two road 
games against the Nashville Predators. Should the Canes 
face the Preds in the first round of the playoffs it could mean 
nine straight games between the two. Talk about some snarl. 

10. Fannies in the seats 

There are loud places in the NHL, but there’s no better 
hockey atmosphere than inside — and outside — PNC 

Arena at playoff time. Anyone who was a part of Game 7 
against the Edmonton Oilers in 2006, with Canes fans 
standing start to finish, or the 2019 playoffs understands the 
huge home-ice advantage the Canes have. Now, if the 
coronavirus vaccine can become readily available and the 
fans can come back in ...  

Carolina Hurricanes at Detroit Red Wings 

When: 7:30 p.m., Thursday 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas

Canes season starts Thursday, but fans have fewer ways to watch. Here are the options.  

By Brooke Cain and Alex Andrejev  

When the Carolina Hurricanes NHL season starts on Jan. 
14, local hockey fans will have fewer ways to watch the 
games.  

Fox Regional Sports Networks, which include Fox Sports 
South and Fox Sports Carolinas, have long broadcast the 
Hurricanes’ NHL games, as well as the Charlotte Hornets’ 
NBA games and Atlanta Braves’ MLB games on Fox Sports 
Southeast.  

But Fox RSNs are no longer available on popular streaming 
services like Sling, Hulu Live TV, YouTube TV and FuboTV, 
because of lapsed contracts with Sinclair Broadcast Group, 
which acquired 21 Fox RSNs from Disney in 2019.  

With the COVID-19 pandemic keeping fans out of the stands 
for home games, that leaves fans with only one streaming 
option, or going back to cable or satellite. 

So if you’re a cord-cutter intent on sticking to streaming, 
AT&T TV NOW is currently your only option. 

What happened to the Fox Sports networks? 

YouTube TV and Sinclair argued over their contract for most 
of 2020, making the breakup official in late summer.  

In October, negotiations broke down with Hulu Live TV, 
meaning Fox RSNs were off of the two largest streaming 
services in the country. Smaller streaming services Sling and 
FuboTV also ended contracts with Sinclair in 2020.  

It’s always possible that Sinclair and the streaming services 
will work things out, but in early December, Sinclair also 
announced it intends to rebrand its Fox RSNs under the 
Bally name (Bally, as in Bally Casinos), with the goal of 
offering a “direct-to-consumer” product. Of course, that 
hasn’t happened yet, and no timetable for that has been 
announced. 

(Incidentally, Sinclair reported an estimated $4.2 billion 
impairment loss during the third quarter of 2020, attributing 
the loss in part to YouTube TV and Hulu Live TV dropping 
the Fox RSNs.) 

Canes also feel ‘frustration’ 

In response to a request for comment, Carolina Hurricanes 
president and general manager Don Waddell told The News 
& Observer in an emailed statement that the team is also 

frustrated by the lack of access, but they are hopeful that the 
situation will improve: 

“Fox Sports Carolinas has been a valuable partner for the 
Carolina Hurricanes for more than two decades. We share in 
our fans’ frustration regarding the current carriage dispute, 
and we remain hopeful that Sinclair will reach agreements 
that provide more people access to our game telecasts,” the 
statement read. 

A spokesperson for Fox Sports South shared a statement 
from Sinclair that laid blame on the streaming services, 
saying that “certain carriers have to-date been unwilling to 
enter into agreements consistent with other distribution deals 
that represent reasonable value for this content.”  

How to watch Fox Sports South, Fox Sports Carolinas 

In the meantime, local fans will have to make some decisions 
about what they’re willing to do to watch Hurricanes, Hornets 
and Braves games.  

The current options are Spectrum on cable, AT&T TV (a 
cable-internet hybrid), AT&T TV NOW streaming service or 
DirecTV satellite. 

Fans can also check which providers carry their local Fox 
RSN by ZIP code here. 

Below are more details about each available option. 

Watch Fox Regional Sports Networks on cable 

▪ If you don’t mind subscribing to traditional cable, you can 
get the Fox RSNs on Spectrum, which is owned by Charter. 
Prices vary depending on where you live, almost down to 
your ZIP code, and depending on which package you 
choose. No contract is required. 

▪ There’s also AT&T TV, which is an internet-connected TV 
service that takes the place of U-Verse. This is a sort of 
hybrid of cable and streaming — it doesn’t require a fiber 
cable hookup, but it does require a special Google Android-
powered box that connects to broadband internet. AT&T TV 
requires a two-year contract. 

Watch Fox Regional Sports Networks on satellite 

DirecTV satellite service, owned by AT&T, still has the Fox 
RSNs. Dish Network does not.  

Again, with DirecTV, a two-year contract is required.  
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Watch Fox Regional Sports Networks on streaming 

AT&T TV NOW is AT&T’s live streaming service (it used to 
be called DirecTV Now). This service currently still has Fox 
RSNs.  

There are several pricing plans, but expect to pay around 
$65 per month, and $80 per month for the Max package that 
includes RSNs. There’s no long-term contract commitment.

 

NC Trump supporter said NHL pushed to have him fired. NHL said it’s never heard of him  

By Chip Alexander  

A North Carolina man said his support for President Donald 
Trump cost him his job at a private airline company working 
charter flights for the Carolina Hurricanes. But the NHL, who 
he said pushed to have him ousted, said the league had 
never heard of him. 

In an interview Wednesday with The News & Observer, 
Dawson Buchanan, 20, said his opportunity to work for 
Private Jet Services as the Hurricanes’ travel concierge 
ended early this week because of his past work with Trump’s 
presidential campaign and his support for the president. 

Buchanan, a Crossnore, N.C., native who lives in the 
Washington, D.C., area, said he was packing his bags 
Monday for the trip to Raleigh when told by PJS he was 
being fired.  

“Then the owner called (Tuesday) morning and explained 
further the reason they had to let me go was the National 
Hockey League and some other clients apparently found out 
I worked for Trump and worked on the Trump campaign,” 
Buchanan said. “They said because I worked for Trump, the 
National Hockey League and other folks threatened to cancel 
their contracts, so PJS had to let me go.” 

Greg Raiff, PJS chief executive officer, said Wednesday the 
company would not comment on Buchanan’s claims, which 
were first made Tuesday night on Twitter in a string of 11 
tweets. 

John Dellapina, a spokesman for the NHL, said Wednesday 
that the league emphatically denies Buchanan’s comments. 

“It’s categorically untrue,” Dellapina said. “We have no 
relationship with Mr. Buchanan and we have no idea who he 
is.” 

In a statement Wednesday, the Hurricanes said: “The 
Carolina Hurricanes rely on PJS to hire staff for our travel. 
Until Mr. Buchanan’s social media posts Tuesday night, the 
Hurricanes knew nothing about him.” 

The Hurricanes said they would have no further comment. 

North Carolina is what is known as a “employment at will” 
state, which means employers can fire employees without 
cause, according to the state’s labor department website. 

Dawson Buchanan attended Jan. 6 rally in Washington 

Buchanan said he is a 2020 Liberty University graduate, with 
a degree in political science. He interned for Republican 
Rep. Kevin McCarthy and then worked in the Trump 
campaign as a staffer.  

“I kind of knew I wasn’t the only one in the Trump world who 
experienced this,” Buchanan said in the N&O interview. “I 
know I’m not the only conservative to be canceled and I think 

it’s something toxic and something that needs to be called 
out. That’s why I felt the need to come forward and share my 
story. I wanted to share the truth.” 

He said he attended the Trump rally on Jan. 6 in Washington 
but did not march with Trump supporters to the Capitol and 
was not a part of the violence that ensued when pro-Trump 
extremists stormed into the Capitol, resulting in five deaths, 
including a Capitol Police officer. Another Capitol Police 
officer died by suicide three days later. 

Buchanan, in a public Facebook post that day, decried the 
mayhem and destruction. 

“I condemned the riots,” he said. 

On Jan. 6 at 3:03 p.m., Buchanan wrote on Facebook: “I was 
at the march today, alongside hundreds of thousands of 
peaceful protesters. Violence is never the answer. It wasn’t 
for the BLM and Antifa protests, and it isn’t now. Whoever 
the thugs are that are inside the Capitol, should be met with 
the full force of the law. These are not patriots, these are 
hateful lowlifes that have no place in this movement.” 

On Dec. 30, 2020, Buchanan wrote on Facebook about his 
plan to attend the Trump rally. “See ya there, Mr. President!” 
His post included a shared post of Trump’s that said 
“JANUARY SIXTH, SEE YOU IN DC!”  

Buchanan’s Facebook account also contains posts that 
support Trump’s false claim that the 2020 election was 
corrupt.  

On Nov. 6, three days after the election, Buchanan posted 
“Corruption must be rooted out” above a shared post from 
Trump that said, “I had such a big lead in all of these states 
late into election night, only to see the leads miraculously 
disappear as the days went by. Perhaps these leads will 
return as our legal proceedings move forward!” 

Buchanan said that since the tweets about his job on 
Tuesday, there has been an “outpouring” of support. 

“I know I’m not the only person to experience this,” he said. “I 
think it’s important to come out and share the truth and tell 
the truth. The fact a private jet company is doing this but also 
a cancel culture is doing this to a 20-year-old seems absurd.” 

PJS and its relationship with Donald Trump, Republicans 

In his interview with the N&O, Buchanan noted that Private 
Jet Services also was used by the Trump campaign, and that 
was how he first met Raiff, the PJS CEO. 

According to the Federal Election Commission’s database, 
PJS and the Donald Trump campaigns have a business 
relationship that dates back to 2016.  

Private Jet Services, based in Seabrook, New Hampshire, 
has received millions in campaign funds as recently as 
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November, mostly from the Trump campaign, a Trump-
affiliated political action committee and the Republican 
National Committee, according to FEC data. 

Sixty-nine of the jet company’s 79 payments listed in the 
database came from those three groups. The funds listed are 
for services that include air travel, transportation services 

and facility rentals. The largest disbursement of funds was 
more than $1.1 million on air travel for the Trump campaign 
on July 15, 2016. 

The company also received thousands from the presidential 
campaigns of Ted Cruz in 2016, Hillary Clinton in 2007 and 
Mike Huckabee in 2007.

 
 

 
 

Hurricanes opening night roster: Line projections, taxi squad, goalie depth 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes’ opening night line combinations are still up 
for debate, and let’s be real: they probably always will be. 
But as of training camp’s end Tuesday, the roster itself was 
basically set. 

The team traded depth center Clark Bishop to Ottawa for 
depth defenseman Maxime Lajoie, claimed goaltender Anton 
Forsberg off waivers, then sent forwards Jeremy Bracco, 
David Cotton, Jason Cotton, Seth Jarvis, Stelio Mattheos, 
Jamieson Rees, Sheldon Rempal, Drew Shore, Spencer 
Smallman and Ryan Suzuki, defensemen Joey Keane and 
Lajoie and goaltender Antoine Bibeau to the AHL. 

After much deliberation about how the taxi squad should 
work and who should be on it, on Tuesday the Canes 
narrowed it down to Morgan Geekie, Steven Lorentz, Max 
McCormick, Jake Bean and Joakim Ryan. 

Surely, a few things jump out immediately. 

1. Per the 2020-21 season law, teams with fewer than three 
goalies on their NHL roster need at least one goalie on the 
taxi squad. Carolina had to place Alex Nedeljkovic on 
waivers to put him there, so they claimed Forsberg (who had 
a stint with the Canes in 2019-20) for insurance. Luckily for 
the Canes, Nedeljkovic cleared waivers Wednesday; now he 
and the rest of the taxi squad are on their way to Detroit for 
Thursday’s season opener. 

“Obviously that was good news,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday, referencing Nedeljkovic. “You 
hope you don’t have to dig into those guys, but it’s nice to 
know you have them and can go to them if you need.” 

You might be wondering why the Canes ran the risk of 
putting Nedeljkovic on waivers to transfer him to the taxi 
squad since they’re allowed to carry three goalies on the 
NHL roster. The answer to that is two words long: cap space. 
Since Nedeljkovic already has an NHL contract he’ll get paid 
at his $750,000 rate, but it won’t count toward the 
Hurricanes’ cap hit like it would if he was chilling on the 
roster. 

Some of you were convinced a team would’ve claimed 
Nedeljkovic, and in a normal world you’d probably be right. 
But this isn’t the time to be taking chances on goalies  — or 
anyone — with only a few NHL games experience, even if 
they have a lot of potential. You’ll see that reflected in how 
quiet the waiver wire has already been. 

2. Before the taxi squad was announced, Bean said what I’m 
willing to bet 99.9 percent of others in his position were 
thinking. 

“I think if I was on the taxi squad, that’s something I’d have to 
talk to a few people about,” he said. “Personally, I want to 
play. I don’t have any ambition to just practice. I know that 
you need to play games and that if I wasn’t on the roster and 
didn’t have a chance to play games, I want to go wherever I 
can play games … just to play games. It’s a tough scenario, 
there’s 56 games in a short amount of time, back-to-backs, 
all season long, so guys are going to get hurt more than they 
ever have. I’m not projecting any kind of roster, but if there 
ever was a year to be a seventh D, this is probably the year 
where you’re gonna play the most.” 

So don’t read into that too much — any younger prospect 
with some reps to get in feels the same. And Brind’Amour 
agrees that while the circumstances are unfortunate, Bean 
will probably get a shot on the roster. 

“Do I want to see him in there?” Brind’Amour said, “no, I 
don’t want to see him in there necessarily because that 
means we’ve probably had someone go down, but will he get 
in there? I’m almost sure of it. We need to see what we have 
in him.” 

3. Like Bean, Geekie is waiver-exempt. So putting both on 
the taxi squad knowing they can be called upon with no risk 
of losing them and saving cap space is an obvious move, 
even if parts of it kind of stink for the individuals. 

The lines 

Drumroll please, it’s time for the final line projections before I 
get to stop making stuff up, you get to stop reading me 
making stuff up, and actual stuff happens! 

The lines at practice Wednesday were: 

Nino Niederreiter – Sebastian Aho – Teuvo Teravainen 

Andrei Svechnikov – Jordan Staal – Martin Necas 

Warren Foegele – Vincent Trocheck – Jesper Fast 

Ryan Dzingel – Jordan Martinook – Brock McGinn 

Jaccob Slavin – Dougie Hamilton 

Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 

Jake Gardiner – Haydn Fleury 

Petr Mrazek 
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James Reimer 

Brind’Amour urged us not to take too much stock in the 
training camp lines, and now they’ve been slightly altered. 
But the big thing we care about is obviously second-line 
Svech. I feel like the Canes will start with Niederreiter on the 
first line to try to get as much out of him as they can as soon 
as possible and get him rolling, but it’ll end up shifting. I don’t 

understand not putting Trocheck and Necas and Staal and 
Fast together, and I wonder if that’ll change upon puck drop 
in about 24 hours (yay!). My best guess is it’s about eating 
the most minutes over who is playing with whom. Staal is 
one of the best in the league at playing the tough minutes. 

We’ll see.

 

 
 

Changes to divisions, playoffs, rosters will make this NHL season unlike any before 

From a shortened schedule with fewer opponents to masked 
coaches, the league is trying to navigate another season in 
the midst of a pandemic 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Hockey’s back, but even for the most 
knowledgeable fans who track player movement, keep tabs 
on which coaches land where, analyze and fret over the 
draft, and scour the salary cap for loopholes that can benefit 
their favorite team, the 2020-21 season will require a bit of a 
learning curve. 

Much like last year’s return-to-play procedures that added 
five-game play-in series and took place in two bubbles, there 
again won’t be fans in most arenas when the season opens 
Wednesday. But there are a lot of other tweaks the NHL and 
NHLPA have implemented to try and have a successful, 
albeit shortened, season. 

The schedule 

The league will play just over 68% of the regular season 
games it would normally, going from the standard 82-game 
schedule to an abbreviated 56-game slate. There are also 
reconfigured divisions to minimize travel and accommodate 
Canadian teams who cannot shuttle across the border over 
and over. 

The Hurricanes are in the Central Division for this season 
along with Chicago, Columbus, Dallas, Detroit, Florida, 
Nashville and defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. 
Teams will only play against the other teams in their division 
during the regular season. In the Central, that means 
Carolina will play eight games each against its seven Central 
opponents, totaling 56 games. 

The Hurricanes planned outdoor game at NC State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium has been pushed into the future due to the 
ongoing pandemic. As of now, all games at PNC Arena will 
be played without fans. 

The playoffs 

Despite the fewer divisions, the same number of teams will 
receive playoff berths, but how they will be awarded and the 
structure of the Stanley Cup Playoffs will change. 

Normally, the top-three teams in each division would earn a 
playoff spot with the two remaining teams in each conference 
with the most points earning a wild card. This season, each 
division will yield four playoff teams (no wild cards), and 
those four teams will play each other (top seed vs. fourth; 
second seed vs. third) in the first round of the playoffs. 

Then, the two remaining teams from each division would play 
in the second round to reach the semifinals. Final four 
opponents will not be determined by conference — the team 
remaining with the most regular season points will face the 
team with the fewest points, and the other spot in the Stanley 
Cup Final will be determined by a matchup between the two 
remaining teams with the second- and third-most points. 

Taxi squads 

Don’t understand how the NHL’s waiver system works? Well, 
things just got even more confusing. 

The NHL, in an effort to have more players available to 
teams without further disrupting its cap system and to avoid 
potential issues with COVID-19, will allow its teams to have a 
taxi squad of AHL players that live and practice in the NHL 
city but still be mostly regarded as AHL players. 

The taxi squads will be between four and six players, and 
players who would require waivers to be sent to the AHL (for 
example, Joakim Ryan needs to pass through waivers, Jake 
Bean does not) would need to do so to be placed on the taxi 
squad. 

Unless a team has three goalies on its NHL roster, each taxi 
squad must have at least one goalie, and he is the only 
player who will be required to travel with his NHL team on 
the road since there will be no emergency goalies (sorry, 
David Ayres) in arenas this season. The rest of the taxi 
squad may travel with the team but isn’t required. 
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The taxi squad players will earn the same salary they would 
if they were with the organization’s AHL team and count the 
same against the salary cap as if they were assigned to the 
AHL. 

Decisions on who will make up a taxi squad should be 
interesting, as NHL teams will want their best players 
available as fill-ins for their roster in case of injury or COVID-
19 protocols but also not minimize the game action of 
developing players. 

If a team wishes to add a player from its AHL team to its taxi 
squad, the player must quarantine for seven days. The three 
Canadian teams whose AHL affiliates are in the United 
States (Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver) would have to 
wait 14 days due to Canadian mandates on border crossing. 

More rules 

There is one on-ice rule change for the 2020-21 season. The 
offside rule that required a player to have one skate touching 
the blue line or outside the zone is gone, and players will 

now just be required to have broken the plane of the blue line 
to stay onside. The league says 14 goals last season were 
wiped out because of the old rule. 

Salary bonuses will be prorated — both in benchmarks and 
payouts — and any rookie who plays seven games, rather 
than the usual 10, will burn one year of their entry-level 
contract. 

COVID-19 rules will be everywhere. You’ll have to imagine 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour and new Washington 
coach Peter Laviolette chomping on their gum this season 
because all coaches will be required to wear masks. 

Players, coaches and staffs will be pretty much confined to 
their hotel rooms on the road, and each player will receive 
their own room even if they haven’t reached the CBA’s 
threshold for seniority. And team-building will certainly be 
difficult as the NHL is encouraging teams to hold as many 
virtual meetings as possible and players to avoid contact with 
each other.

 

Familiarity, young stars have Hurricanes hopeful 

With most of the roster back and some of hockey’s best 
emerging talent, coach Rod Brind’Amour and his team have 
their eyes set on winning a Stanley Cup 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Coming into every season — be it college, 
pros, high school or beer league; baseball, basketball, 
football or hockey — there’s always a prevailing theme for a 
team. 

Maybe there’s a hotshot newcomer that will put the team 
over the top. Perhaps a new coach or strategy will improve 
the overall results. Or it’s a rebuilding year that will eventually 
lead to bigger and better things. 

Heading into the 2020-21 NHL season, the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ theme is clear: The gang is back and ready to 
take the next step forward. 

There are some changes to the Hurricanes’ roster — most 
notably, the retirement of Justin Williams — but the team’s 
young forwards on the cusp of superstardom and a defense 
that matches up favorably with any other in the league have 
Carolina in a position to compete for a Stanley Cup. 

“I think for the last couple of years we’ve been trying to build 
the consistency of a winner,” alternate captain Jordan 
Martinook said last week at the start of training camp. “And I 
think we’ve accomplished that to a point, but obviously we 
haven’t gotten to the end goal which is winning a Stanley 
Cup. … It’s all about us going out and proving that they 
made the right decision keeping this group together.” 

With consecutive playoff appearances for the first time since 
the turn of the century, the Hurricanes, led by third-year 
coach Rod Brind’Amour, are banking on the team’s 
familiarity paying off in a shortened season where a slow 
start or prolonged slump could spell doom for a team’s 
playoff chances. 

“It’s nice to have a group that you’re familiar with,” 
Brind’Amour said last Wednesday, “and there’s not a lot of 
new faces. … There’s that common familiarity with the group, 
and so we’re very businesslike, which is good.” 

While there is familiarity, there are still players who have 
played fewer than 20 games with their new team like center 
Vincent Trocheck and defenseman Brady Skjei, along with 
winger Jesper Fast — the team’s most notable offseason 
addition. 

“(Skjei and Trocheck), who are fairly new guys, I like where 
they’re at. Skjei especially — I think he looks really 
comfortable.” 

Skjei has seen time in training camp alongside Brett Pesce, 
who is back from a shoulder injury suffered Feb. 22 and 
surgery that cost him the balance of the 2019-20 season. If 
the Pesce-Skjei pairing can click, Carolina’s stout defense 
will be even more formidable. 

“We played some events in the past together,” Pesce said of 
the two playing together in the USA Hockey system as 
teenagers. “He’s just such a dynamic skater. That’s his best 
asset, and his gaps are so good. And when you have a D-
man like that, it kind of makes everything easier for you.” 

And then there’s Trocheck, the former 30-goal center who 
has scored just 21 in his past 117 regular season games with 
Florida and Carolina. If he can regain his scoring touch, the 
Hurricanes will have a potent 1-2 punch down the middle 
along with him and Sebastian Aho. 

“I thought Trocheck looked really good this year,” 
defenseman Jake Gardiner said when asked who has stood 
out in camp. “(He) just looks fast looks confident, and I think 
he’s gonna have a big year for us.” 

While Carolina is looking for Trocheck and Skjei to deliver on 
their promise and Fast to seamlessly fit in the top nine, it’s 
the growth of the team’s emerging stars like Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Martin Necas coupled with the consistent 
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play of Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin and Dougie 
Hamilton that will most likely determine how far the 
Hurricanes can go. 

Svechnikov is a favorite of pundits around the league to 
emerge as a bona fide star this season after he scored 44 
goals in his first two seasons — including two lacrosse goals 
that punctuated his status as one of the top young players in 
hockey. 

“His willingness to get better is why he’s gonna continue to 
keep getting better,” Brind’Amour said of the 20-year-old 
winger. “This guy’s working out, getting stronger. All his skills 
are there, and then now you add the strength and, to me, the 
confidence that he’s gained, he’s just gonna continue to 
grow.” 

Both Aho and Teravainen should be point-per-game players, 
while Slavin will continue to be the defense’s foundation and 
Necas has the potential to be a 20-goal scorer this year even 
in a 56-game season — especially if partnering with 
Svechnikov on the second line works. 

“If we can get those guys together and it works, it’s huge,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

As for Hamilton, he’s in the final year of his contract and 
coming off a season that, if not for injury, would have had 

him in consideration for the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s top 
defenseman. 

There is mutual interest in the sides agreeing on an 
extension, but the salary cap crunch and falling revenue 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic further complicates an 
already pivotal negotiation. 

If those talks should break down, Hamilton’s status could be 
a distraction ahead of the April 12 trade deadline. 

And then there’s goaltending. Carolina returns both Petr 
Mrazek and James Reimer, a tandem that helped the 
Hurricanes allow 2.84 goals per game a year ago, good for 
11th in the NHL. Still, many called for Carolina to upgrade its 
goaltending during the offseason. 

With each in the final year of their respective contracts, 
Mrazek and Reimer will get one more opportunity to show 
one or both of them can lead Carolina to the top of the NHL. 

If the Hurricanes can take advantage of their familiarity, see 
further growth from their young stars and get serviceable 
goaltending, the “end goal” of a Stanley Cup is near. 

“I think it’s right now,” Pesce said. “And I think we’ve proven 
the past few years that we’re a threat to any team in the 
league, and we’re only getting better. … I think it’s no secret 
anymore that we’re a good team.”

 

 
 

Gold: It's finally ice time 

By Adam Gold 

It’s almost upon us. A little more than three months late and 
roughly five months since they last took the ice, the Carolina 
Hurricanes will open up the 2021 season in Detroit against 
the Red Wings. And, they’ll be doing so hoping to achieve 
something they have never done in Carolina. 

The Hurricanes have never made the playoffs in three 
consecutive seasons. 

The Canes won the old Southeast Division in 1999, starting a 
stretch in which they’d reach the playoffs in 3 out of 4 
seasons. They then went three years -- albeit just two 
seasons thanks to the 2004-05 lockout -- before that magical 
Stanley Cup in 2006. Well, you know the rest, it’s been feast 
or famine, and mostly famine, for the franchise since 
relocation. In all, since arriving from Hartford for the fall of 
1997, there have been just seven postseason appearances 
in 22 seasons. 

In the summer of 2017 Justin Williams agreed to return to 
Carolina on a 2-year contract with one goal in mind, to return 
the Canes to relevance. It had been eight years since the 
Hurricanes tasted playoff hockey and Carolina had 
completely fallen off the sports’ map. The result of nearly a 
decade of futility? The club was the subject of constant 

rumors that the franchise would again be on the move 
because of dwindling attendance, which is what happens 
when the building is half full most nights during the year. 

On New Year’s Eve as 2018 was turning to 2019, the Canes 
were two games under .500 and the culture change had yet 
to yield dividends in the form of victories. But, something 
clicked before the acorn dropped and Carolina would go on 
to win 31 of their last 45 (31-12-2). In the 81st game of the 
year, a 3-1 home win over the Devils, Carolina officially 
returned to the playoffs after nine years on the outside. 

Two years later, entering a season without Williams, their 
former Captain, who officially announced his retirement in 
the fall, Carolina is now in the role of building upon the 
credibility. Winning franchises, with a culture of success, 
don’t win most of the time. They win as a rule. That’s not to 
say that you always win, because as evidenced by Detroit, 
he Canes’ opening night opponent -- who followed 25 
straight postseason appearances and four Stanley Cups with 
four empty trips including a league worst 38 points last year -
- even the best teams have their valleys. 

All of this is to say that the stakes have changed for the 
Hurricanes. Williams and head coach Rod Brind’Amour, who 
has put his stamp of dedication, hard work and caring all 
over this franchise, might as well be standing in front of a 
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“Mission Accomplished” banner because the Canes are 
relevant across the National Hockey League. The 
expectations -- the bar -- has been raised. Carolina is 
expected to make the playoffs, but it goes further than just 
qualifying. This team is expected to compete for a Stanley 
Cup. 

Whether they have the personnel to accomplish that is 
another matter. I will say that if things go according to their 
plan, they definitely have the makings of a deep run, even 
with the Stanley Cup and Western Conference champs in the 
way. 

Before we rattle them off, let’s simply agree that we don’t 
need to discuss the likes of Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Tuevo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Dougie 
Hamilton and Brett Pesce. If they stay relatively healthy -- 
which also means avoiding Covid-19 issues -- they will do 
what they’re paid to do. They’ll score, kill penalties, drive 
play, be dynamic and lead on a night-in night-out basis. 

If those half dozen do their thing, Carolina’s floor is a playoff 
team. But, if the Canes want to be great, if they want to push 
for the division title and compete for a Cup they’re going to 
need far more than that core to get there. 

Vincent Trocheck must be great. The player who arrived in a 
mid-winter deal from Florida never got the chance to really 
gain footing with his new teammates. But, we know he can 
be an outstanding offensive player as evidenced by his 60-
point average in a 3-year span between 2016-2018. THAT 
Vincent Trocheck, either with Svechnikov on his left -- as has 
been the case throughout training camp -- or with Nino 
Niederreiter or Martin Necas on the wing, will elevate the 
team offensively and give them scoring depth they haven’t 
had in years. 

Warren Foegele must be the physical presence he was 
during his rookie season. The funny thing about Foegele is 
that if you just looked at goals and points you’d think he was 
better last season than he was as a rookie. 

You would be incorrect. 

Yes, his 30 points in 68 games was twice his output over 77 
games the season before. But, Warren’s value is in the 
approach, not the output. He’s talented enough, can score 
and impact the game enough to post plenty of points, as long 
as he plays the game the right way. Foegele needs a 
relentless forecheck and a nasty attitude to be the best 
version of himself. If his tenacity returns to 2018-19 levels, 
he’ll collect his goals and points and the team will pile up 
wins. 

Oh, and he’ll get paid. He’s that important. 

The third and final piece for Carolina is the best version of 
Petr Mrazek they can get. Petr has a high end to his game, 
and we saw that over the final two months of the 2018-19 
season. Mrazek, who will be due a contract at the end of this 
year, needs to be closer to the player who closed his first 
season with the Hurricanes than the one who was just okay 
a year ago. When Petr is on his game, there’s a high end 
that can win big games. When he’s drifting from his crease or 
losing focus -- which happened just before the end of the 
second period in the elimination game vs Boston last year -- 
it often goes the other way. 

It doesn’t hurt that this is a contract year for Mrazek. 

The Central Division, the Canes’ new, temporary home, 
won’t be the minefield the East is slated to be. But, that 
doesn’t mean it will be a cakewalk. Ultimately, it comes down 
to how Carolina plays. If they follow the lead of the head 
coach and play the game “the right way”, the Canes are 
probably no worse than the 2nd best team, behind the 
Lightning. 

Dallas, the defending Western Conference champs, are also 
part of the new neighborhood. But the Stars no longer have 
Corey Perry, are banged up to begin with, and right now 
they’re dealing with Covid issues that will have them 
sidelined until at least January 19th. 

You never really know who’s going to be a surprise and who 
will flop, so it would be wise to consider everyone a threat. Of 
course, Detroit and Chicago are likely going to get kicked 
around this year, but Nashville, Florida and Columbus are all 
worth watching. For my money, the Blue Jackets are the 
biggest threat to the Canes because of the way they play. 
Eight games against John Tortorella’s team are going to be 
like getting a root canal eight times during the season. 

This year presents a great opportunity for the Hurricanes to 
continue to cement themselves as a consistent force in the 
league. There’s star power in Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian 
Aho and Jaccob Slavin. They have a pipeline of dynamic, 
young developing talent like a Martin Necas and there’s 
more on the horizon -- look out for Ryan Suzuki and Seth 
Jarvis, the last two first round draft picks. And they’re led by 
one of the truly great coaches in the sport in Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

The floor for this team, barring a spate of key injuries or 
Covid interruptions, should be a playoff spot. The ceiling? 
Well, let’s just say that if things break right, there’s no reason 
at all that the Hurricanes can’t play into the early summer. 

We drop the puck Thursday in Detroit.
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Gold: Opening night! 

By Adam Gold 

Twenty one weeks ago the Carolina Hurricanes saw their 
bubble burst at the hands of the Boston Bruins. Tonight, in 
Detroit, the Canes embark on the road to what they hope will 
be a long journey into the summer. After nine years without 
reaching the playoffs the Hurricanes have turned the corner. 
Two straight playoff appearances and now, one of the top 
half dozen or so favorites to chase down the Stanley Cup. 

New division, new identity, that of a true division contender in 
these pandemic-altered times. Whether or not that proves to 
be true, however, is all up to performance. And, that 
performance, the first of 56 over the next 16 weeks, begins 
tonight. 

The opponent 

Without getting into too much detail, here’s a thumbnail 
sketch of tonight’s opponent. This was written a month ago, 
but not a lot has changed. 

Detroit Red Wings (17-49-5, 39 points in 71 games) 

2020 Finish: See above. 

Head Coach: Jeff Blashill, 6th year, 153-194-52. 

Key Additions: Mark Staal (D), Vladislav Namestnikov (F), 
Troy Stecher (D), Sam Gagner (F), Thomas Greiss (G). 

Season Series: Canes swept the 3-game series, outscoring 
Detroit, 14-5. 

Notes: After the Red Wings made the playoffs for a 
staggering 26 straight years -- winning four Stanley Cups 
and playing for two others in the process -- Detroit has now 
gone four straight without postseason play. But, while point 
totals in the 70s are far below the high standards to which 
fans of the Winged Wheel have grown accustomed, that’s 
nothing when compared to last year’s apocalyptic 39 points. 
Woof. 

That might be terrible, but the Wings are not without an 
element of danger. Dylan Larkin, just named the team’s 37th 
captain, centers a line with Todd Bertuzzi and Anthony 
Mantha that would skate among virtually any team’s top six. 
In addition, Detroit signed goaltender Thomas Greiss to a 
free agent contract. Greiss has been a bit of a Canes-killer in 
recent years. 8-5-3 in his career against Carolina, Greiss did 
almost all of the damage during the 2017-18 and 2018-19 
seasons. In six starts, Greiss won five with a save 
percentage (SV%) of .948. 

To some extent, the Hurricanes solved him a year ago, 
winning all three times -- two in overtime -- but they didn’t 
exactly light him on fire in going 3 for 3. Greiss still had a 
.919 SV% and took two of the three losses into overtime. Oh, 
but the two previous years the numbers were Lundqvist-
esque. Greiss made six starts against the Hurricanes in 
those two years with the Islanders, winning five and posting 
a .948 SV%. The smart money says he gets the crease 
tonight. 

The Liineup 

Carolina set their opening night roster on Wednesday, and 
we can take a stab at how they’ll line up. The following is 
based on how they’ve practiced and scrimmaged. 

Niederreiter-Aho-Teravainen 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Fast 

Foegele-Staal-Necas 

Dzingel-Martinook-McGinn 

Slavin-Hamilton 

Skjei-Pesce 

Gardiner-Fleury 

Mrazek 

Reimer 

The Hurricanes also completed their taxi squad when 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic cleared waivers and jumped in 
the cab, as it were. Also riding with him, forwards Morgan 
Geekie, Steven Lorentz and Max McCormick as well as 
defensemen Jake Bean and Joakim Ryan. 

By the numbers  

A year ago, in sweeping the 3-game season series from the 
Red Wings, Carolina utterly dominated Detroit on special 
teams. The Canes scored 5 power play goals in 9 tries and 
not only killed off all 11 Wings power plays, but they scored 
three shorthanded goals. 

Storm Watch, starring Alec Campbell, starts at 7:00 on 99.9 
the Fan. The game follows at 7:30 with Mike Maniscalco and 
Tripp Tracy handling the game broadcast. And, don’t forget 
to check out the Morning After podcast at 
WRALSportsfan.com -- or wherever you get your podcasts -- 
which will drop after every game.
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Reading into the Carolina Hurricanes season with Tarot 

By Joe Ovies 

The Carolina Hurricanes enter the 2021 season with a major 
goal in mind - get into the playoffs for the third consecutive 
season. If you're looking for more traditional analysis, Adam 
Gold has plenty of thoughts here, here, and on the Canes 
Corner Podcast. 

However, I decided to drape a veil over my "Bunch of Jerks" 
Canes t-shirt and sequester myself in a darkened studio 
surrounded by selenite wands while a new moon provided 
energy. What is the deeper meaning of this season and is 
there a way to provide spiritual guidance for the Hurricanes? 

Essentially, we want Sebastian Aho to get three goals a night 
and not three swords from a Tarot deck. 

So I reached out to Dr. Philip Young, a professional spiritual 
advisor who primarily works with clients using Astrology and 
Tarot Cards in Raleigh, to perform a three card Tarot 
reading. The guidance comes from a a card that looks at the 
Hurricanes' past, a card to understand their present, and a 
card that can provide insight on what they'll need to do in the 
future. 

Here are highlights from our conversation. 

Past: The Devil 

The devil energy represents the consequences of what 
you've done with your time. Basically, you didn't get what you 
wanted even though you knew what you wanted, but 
ultimately there was something about playing loose and fast 
somewhere along the way. The Canes were either a little bit 
too arrogant or they weren't taking care of themselves well 
enough. 

Present: Page of Pentacles 

The Canes want to think about this upcoming year in a new 
way and really forget about last year. The Ace of Pentacles 
is the work that you need to put in to get the goal that you 
want, which is obviously the Stanley Cup. Basically the 
success at the end is going to be defined by the effort at the 
beginning. 

Future: Ace of Cups 

This energy is about the relationships. The cup represents 
the emotional connection that everyone has with the team. 
Whether it be the players themselves or the team with the 
fans. The idea of the Ace of Cups is "how do we build a 
unit?" And when you think about the first card being The 
Devil, which has selfishness energy built into it, the two Aces 
are basically saying there is a clean slate and you know what 
must be done.

 

 

 
Tweetmail No. 248: Wingers, Bad Blood & Stories 

By Michael Smith 

Hello and welcome to Tweetmail, a regular feature on 
Hurricanes.com in which I answer your Twitter questions, 
which are mostly about the Carolina Hurricanes. It's a 
mailbag of tweets. It's Tweetmail. Maybe you learn 
something, and maybe we have some fun, too. 

Let's get to it. 

We've seen how good the SAT line can look, but if 
Brind'Amour splits the stars like he did in camp, how good 
could a Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas line be, in your opinion? 
I've always wanted to see Svech and Necas play together. - 
@coryfogg 

The line of Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen is a proven trio of elite offensive talent. We know 
it works. We've seen it work. Rod Brind'Amour knows it 
works, and he knows if he needs a spark of offense, he can 
unite the three and let them work their magic. 

But, what if the Canes can balance their scoring a little 
more? What if Nino Niederreiter can rediscover the scoring 
touch he flexed in early 2019 but proved more elusive to find 
last season? What happens when you flank Vincent 
Trocheck, someone who scored 31 goals and totaled 75 
points three seasons ago, with two emerging young talents? 

Having Niederreiter skate alongside the Finns could kickstart 
his game. Moving Svechnikov off the top line gives the 
Canes a more balanced attack, and potentially makes the 
third-year Russian forward more dangerous if he doesn't 
have to match up against the opposition's best. A trio of 
Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas could make for a potent second 
line, even if it might break down defensively on occasion. 

And, even if it's not Trocheck in the middle, toying with the 
Svechnikov-Necas wing pair is worth consideration. Lines 
are going to be fluid, but the more combinations that work, 
the better, and this has the potential to be a dynamic duo.  
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"If we can get those guys together and it works, it's huge for 
us," Brind'Amour said. "We know that Seabass and Turbo 
work. Now, if Svech and Necas can be a one-two punch, too, 
now we're in real good shape. That's something I'd love to 
get to." 

Do you think that, given the format and the potential for built-
up "bad blood," we'll see more skirmishes this season? Or 
fewer because guys just want to play and don't want to risk 
injury? - @EdTechCaniac 

"Rivalry" has been a popular refrain from the Canes when 
asked about temporary realignment and unique 56-game 
schedule for the upcoming season. In the newly formed 
Central Division, the Canes will face seven opponents eight 
times apiece, and a vast majority of the schedule is grouped 
into pairs of games - two games against the same opponent 
in the same city. There's also a stretch of four consecutive 
games against the Columbus Blue Jackets, the only other 
representative from the Metropolitan Division, on the 
calendar from March 18-25. 

The schedule, in essence, is filled with mini-playoff series, 
and, inevitably, this will stir up some bad blood between 
teams. 

"It's going to be fun. It's going to create new rivalries with 
new teams. We'll get to know another part of the league," 
said Brett Pesce, a product of the University of New 
Hampshire. "I do partially like the new format where you're 
playing teams twice in a row. It kind of reminds me of when I 
was back in school." 

The Canes, though, aren't big in fisticuffs. In fact, according 
to HockeyFights.com, the Canes had the third-fewest fighting 
majors in the 2019-20 season (six). 

The unique construction of the schedule will have more of an 
effect on the physicality and chippiness between teams than 
anything. Injuries are bound to happen just as they are in any 
other season - this is a contact sport after all - but with roster 
unpredictability from the ongoing global health crisis, you 
don't want to see someone get needlessly hurt doing 
something silly. 

Everyone else has been asking boring hockey questions, so 
I'm gonna ask who brought the best story from the offseason 
to training camp? - @AlexHerrle 

Bill Burniston might not be a fan of changing lanes, but I'm all 
for it, Alex. Respect. 

This might not be the exact type of story you're looking for - 
let's be honest, finding paper towels or toilet paper in stock is 
a pretty big accomplishment in the grand scheme of 2020 - 
but my vote for the best story from the offseason goes to 
Haydn Fleury. 

Fleury had a banner offseason. He got engaged. He got 
married. He bought a house. And? He's expecting his first 
child in late July. 

"It's been a busy offseason," he said with a giant grin. "It's a 
very exciting time." 

That's a pretty good story! All the best to Haydn and Jaid. 

Question about Jack Drury: He's currently playing in the SHL 
and getting paid, so does that exempt him from going back to 
college now? - @tw1st3d_w1ll 

That's correct. In signing a professional contract in the 
Swedish Hockey League, Jack Drury has completed his 
collegiate career at Harvard. With Ivy League schools 
canceling winter sports due to the COVID-19 pandmic, Drury 
made the decision to continue his developmental track as 
opposed to sitting out a season. The Canes still retain four 
years of his rights and have a couple years left to sign him to 
his entry-level contract. 

Drury has posted nine goals and 13 assists (22 points) in 31 
games with Vaxjo HC this season. 

No Meat & Bread, but do you all have some restaurants lined 
up for this season, or do you wing it once you arrive? Sorry, 
Bill Burniston. - @Coach_Owen1 

My taste buds are sad that they won't be graced with Meat & 
Bread this season. Though, I did eat it three days in a row 
while the team was in Canada last season. So, I guess I'm 
doing OK by the law of averages. 

I've got some spots in mind for each of the seven cities we'll 
visit this year, but some probably won't keep as well in 
delivery as others. Might have to get creative and/or boring. 
It's going to be a weird season. 

(Can't wait to hear from Bill about not staying in my lane!
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Canes Hungry for More in 2020-21 Season 

Pesce: 'We're a threat to any team in the league, and we're 
only getting better' 

By Michael Smith 

Win the day. 1-0. Do it right. Earn it. 

These are a few of the phrases that adorn the walls inside 
the Carolina Hurricanes locker room at their new practice 
facility at Wake Competition Center. 

There's another phrase plastered to the wall above racks of 
free weights in the gym: Our standard is the standard. 

Presiding over his first training camp in 2018, Rod 
Brind'Amour's message was about raising the level of 
expectation. What the Canes were striving for wasn't good 
enough; they needed to think bigger and aim higher. 

So, they did. In the 2018-19 season, the Canes won 46 
games and snapped a decade-long playoff drought with a 
magical run to the Eastern Conference Final. 

They followed that up in the 2019-20 season by making a 
second consecutive playoff appearance for the first time 
since 2001-02. In the Toronto bubble, the Canes swept the 
New York Rangers in three games in the Stanley Cup 
Qualifiers before bowing out in five games to the Boston 
Bruins in the First Round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The Canes will now aim to make three consecutive trips to 
the postseason for the first time in franchise history since the 
Whalers did so, but that's simply a waypoint to a final 
destination. 

"Why are we doing this if we're not trying to win it?" 
Brind'Amour mused. "It's all or nothing, and we all appreciate 
that." 

Now in his third season, Brind'Amour's message about 
expectations is unchanged, even with a much different, much 
more unique 56-game schedule ahead. 

The expectation is to be the best. That's the goal, the 
championship mindset of a C5 Hurricane. It starts with 
consistent, competitive hard work. 

The Canes' standard is the standard. 

"We're here to win. That means win everything. That's the 
expectation, and that hasn't changed. But we're not making 
the playoffs today. We've got to build through this and make 
sure we're on the right track," Brind'Amour said. "We're all in 
here. We're all in to win it." 

The Canes are returning essentially the same roster from a 
season ago; every player that will dress on opening night 
was with the team in bubble with the exception of Jesper 
Fast, the one headline signing of the offseason. Fast is the 
embodiment of the Canes' standard. He leads with his work 
ethic. He's quick, he's physical and he hunts the puck with 
vigor. 

"He's one of those guys who goes out and works his tail off 
every shift. A guy like me respects that so much," Jordan 
Martinook said. "To have him come in and just continue what 
he does for us is going to be huge." 

Otherwise, the Canes lineup is familiar, a vote of confidence 
that this group is ready to take the next step and become an 
elite contender in the National Hockey League. 

And why not? 

The Canes' offense is headlined by the dynamic trio of 
Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 
Svechnikov made his elite skillset known by scoring the first 
two lacrosse-style goals in NHL history last season. 

"His willingness to get better is why he's going to continue 
keep getting better," Brind'Amour said of Svechnikov. "All his 
skills are there, and now you add the strength and 
confidence he's gained. He's just going to continue to grow." 

Aho was on pace for a 40-goal season in 2019-20, and 
Teravainen is one of the most underrated playmakers in the 
league. 

"He's an elite player. Elite skillset. He's a gamer," 
Brind'Amour said of Teravainen. "His skill level is as good as 
anybody in the NHL. He's got great skills and playmaking 
ability." 

The stout defense remains the Canes' strength. Headlined 
by Jaccob Slavin and Dougie Hamilton, the group of six on 
the blue line is balanced with puck movers and stay-at-home 
types that makes the team tough to solve for the opposition. 
Behind them are Petr Mrazek and James Reimer, a 
goaltending tandem that has seen proven success in 
rotation. 

"It's going to be tough to ride one goalie in this schedule. I 
don't see how you could do it," Brind'Amour said. "It's good 
to know we've already done this rotation with these two guys 
and feel real confident in it. They both look good and ready 
to go." 

The upcoming season will be different and weird and 
unfamiliar in many ways. It's being staged against the 
backdrop of a health crisis that continues to rage in many 
parts of North America. While life at home and on the road is 
a bit unusual, hockey will still be hockey. 

"It's not ideal for anybody. You have a little pity party, I'm 
sure, everybody feels it," Brind'Amour said. "But then you 
wake up and go, 'Man, we're still pretty lucky to be figuring 
this out and playing.'" 

So, it's time to drop the puck. With an abridged training camp 
in the rearview mirror, the Canes turn their attention to the 
start of the regular season. The 56-game journey begins 
Thursday in Detroit against the Red Wings, one of seven 
Central Division opponents the Canes will face exclusively 
this season. 

Set the pace right from puck drop and be competitive for 60 
minutes. And then do it all over again the next game. And the 
next. And the next. 

That's the Canes' standard. That's the standard. 

"I think we've proven the past few years that we're a threat to 
any team in the league, and we're only getting better," Brett 
Pesce said. "Our young studs are getting older and more 
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mature, and they're only going to improve. It's no secret 
anymore that we're a good team." 

Let's play some hockey.

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Red Wings 

Canes open the 2020-21 season in Detroit 

By Michael Smith 

DETROIT - New year, new season. It's time to drop the puck 
on the 2020-21 campaign. 

The Carolina Hurricanes begin their 56-game journey in 
Detroit with a pair of games against the Red Wings. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES 

Drop the Puck: Thursday's tilt is the first of two games the 
Canes will play in Detroit to begin the 2020-21 season. The 
56-game schedule, which features divisional opponents 
exclusively, is largely grouped into pairs of games against 
the same team in the same city to help reduce travel. 

Detroit was the site of the Canes' most recent regular season 
game, a 5-2 victory on March 10, 2020. It's been a while. 

This marks the first season opener the Canes have had on 
the road since the 2016-17 season, a 5-4 overtime loss at 
Winnipeg on Oct. 13, which was also Sebastian Aho's NHL 
debut. 

A Familiar Group ... And a Taxi Squad: Of the 20 players 
who are expected to dress for the Canes on Thursday night, 
only one of them was not on the team's roster last season: 
Jesper Fast, who the Canes signed to a three-year, $6 
million deal on the second day of free agency. Fast totaled 
147 points (55g, 92a) in 422 career games with the New 
York Rangers from 2013-17. 

New this season is the addition of the taxi squad, a collection 
of four to six players who practice with the club and can 
travel, as needed; it's basically a group of at-the-ready call-
ups in order to avoid travel headaches and lengthy 
quarantines. The Canes' taxi squad consists of forwards 
Morgan Geekie, Steven Lorentz and Max McCormick, 
defensemen Jake Bean and Joakim Ryan and goaltender 
Alex Nedeljkovic. All six players are with the Canes on this 
season opening road trip. 

Back in Action: Dougie Hamilton is set to play his first regular 
season game since Jan. 16, 2020, when he sustained a 
season-ending leg injury in Columbus. Prior to the injury, 
Hamilton racked up 40 points (14g, 26a) in his first 47 
games, which still ranked fourth on the team for the entire 
season. 

Brett Pesce is making his return to the ice for the first time 
since Feb. 22, 2020, when he suffered a season-ending 
shoulder injury in Toronto. Unlike Hamilton, Pesce was 
unable to join the Canes in the bubble for the playoffs, so it's 
safe to say he's happy to be back and healthy. 

POTENT QUOTABLES 

"Roddy has prepared us mentally enough to where we're 
ready to go. ... All the guys are ready to get on the road and 
start this thing." - Jaccob Slavin  

"We're excited. I think the guys are just ready to play. 
They're tired of practicing, so let's have at it." - Rod 
Brind'Amour 

"We're here to win. That means win everything. That's the 
expectation, and that hasn't changed. But, we're not making 
the playoffs today. We've got to build through this and make 
sure we're on the right track. ... We're all in here. We're all in 
to win it." - Brind'Amour 

"I usually don't bring my video game system on the road, but 
this time I brought my PS5 to stay occupied. It's definitely 
going to be weird not really hanging out with the guys 
because of the protocols." - Warren Foegele  

THE OPPOSITION 

2019-20 record: 17-49-5, 39 points (.275 points %), 8th in 
Atlantic Division 
CAR vs. DET in 2019-20: 3-0-0 
2019-20 leading scorer: Dylan Larkin, 53 points (19g, 34a) in 
71 games 
Key additions: Thomas Greiss (G), Jon Merrill (D), Vladislav 
Namestnikov (C), Bobby Ryan (RW), Marc Staal (D) 
Key subtractions: Justin Abdelkader (LW), Brendan Perlini 
(LW), Trevor Daley (D), Jimmy Howard (G) 

The Red Wings limped through the 2019-20 season, 
finishing with a 17-49-5 record (39 points) and the worst 
points percentage (.275) of any team in the league's salary 
cap era. General Manager and former Red Wings great 
Steve Yzerman retooled the team's roster in the offseason, 
and on Wednesday, Detroit tabbed Dylan Larkin as the 37th 
captain in franchise history.

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2021 

 

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: Final preseason edition for the 2021 season 

By Emily Kaplan  

The 2021 NHL season is here! After awarding the Stanley 
Cup in September following a most unusual 2019-20 season, 
we're back on the ice again. Four new divisions, 56-game 
schedules and, most importantly, 116 consecutive nights of 
NHL games, beginning Wednesday. 

For our first week of power rankings, we offer a reason for 
hope for each team entering this season. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account past 
results and offseason additions -- and those results are 
tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our mid-
offseason power rankings, published on Nov. 16. Stanley 
Cup odds are courtesy of Caesars Sportsbook by William 
Hill. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 1 
Stanley Cup odds: +750 

Being without Nikita Kucherov would derail most teams. Not 
the Lightning, who have one of the deepest forward corps in 
the league and a budding superstar in Brayden Point, 
coming off a spectacular postseason during which he scored 
33 points in 23 games. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 2 
Stanley Cup odds: +700 

General manager Joe Sakic has had an incredible track 
record on trades lately, and it appears he won two more. 
Brandon Saad adds secondary scoring (as Chicago still 
picks up $1 million of his salary), while Devon Toews 
reinforces the blue line (and cost only two second-round 
picks in trade). 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 
Stanley Cup odds: +800 

In their existence as an NHL franchise, the Golden Knights 
have never had a true No. 1 defenseman. Vegas might have 
developed one in house (Shea Theodore), and they went out 
and signed another in free agency (Alex Pietrangelo). 

4. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 9 
Stanley Cup odds: +2000 

The Blues got one of the top scorers on the free-agent 
market, Mike Hoffman, for a budget rate of $4 million without 

having to commit to more than one year. If this isn't a 
massive victory, we're not sure what is. 

5. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 7 
Stanley Cup odds: +1800 

Players tend to perform well when they are in a contract 
year. Alex Ovechkin is up for a new deal this summer (he is 
negotiating for himself) and enters the season having won 
seven of the past eight Rocket Richard trophies. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 11 
Stanley Cup odds: +1200 

Toronto could get a big blue-line boost from 26-year-old 
Mikko Lehtonen, who was voted the KHL defenseman of the 
year in 2019-20. His nickname is the "Finnish Bobby Orr." 
("It's a long story," Lehtonen said.) 

7. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Stanley Cup odds: +1600 

Carter Hart wants to win multiple Vezina Trophies, and at 
age 22, he is definitely tracking to meet that goal. Hart was 
good for the Flyers in his first NHL season -- even better in 
the playoffs -- and he could be due for a bigger share of the 
workload in 2021. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 5 
Stanley Cup odds: +1200 

The losses of Zdeno Chara and Torey Krug give the Bruins a 
decidedly different look on the blue line. But their losses 
mean even added responsibility for Charlie McAvoy and Matt 
Grzelcyk -- who have both been steadily ascending anyway. 

9. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 4 
Stanley Cup odds: +1800 

Dallas' run to the Stanley Cup Final gave critical playoff 
experience to the next generation of Stars, including Miro 
Heiskanen, Roope Hintz, Denis Gurianov and even Joel 
Kiviranta. They are a better organization because of it. 

10. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 6 
Stanley Cup odds: +2500 

The Isles saved a little more than $1 million in goaltending 
this season -- moving on from veteran Thomas Greiss to 
rookie Ilya Sorokin as the platoon mate for Semyon 
Varlamov -- but they shouldn't miss a beat. Sorokin, who 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2021 

 

hasn't posted lower than a .929 save percentage over the 
past four KHL seasons, is the real deal. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 12 
Stanley Cup odds: +1600 

We always focus on who should be playing on Sidney 
Crosby's wings. But Pittsburgh's second line -- which should 
start as Jason Zucker, Evgeni Malkin and Bryan Rust -- 
could be a high-performing one, especially with Rust coming 
off a career-high 27 goals in 55 games in 2019-20. 

12. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 10 
Stanley Cup odds: +2000 

The Canes get a reprieve from the crowded Metropolitan 
Division and temporarily relocate to the less competitive 
Central, where they can potentially beat up on bottom-
dwellers Chicago and Detroit a combined 16 times en route 
to a playoff berth. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Stanley Cup odds: +2000 

The Oilers have missed the playoffs in 13 of the past 14 
seasons, and they fizzled out of their home bubble last 
summer. But management brought in five new roster players, 
and maybe that's enough to change the postseason fate for 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 14 
Stanley Cup odds: +3000 

The blue line got an overhaul with Nate Schmidt, Travis 
Hamonic and Olli Juolevi replacing Christopher Tanev, Troy 
Stecher and Oscar Fantenberg. Schmidt is now Vancouver's 
second-most important defenseman, behind Quinn Hughes. 

15. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 19 
Stanley Cup odds: +2500 

Reports from Rangers training camp are that Pavel 
Buchnevich, entering his fifth NHL season, is ready to take a 
leap. "The guy that's kind of jumping out to all of us is 
Buchnevich," coach David Quinn said. "I just love the way 
things are going for him." 

16. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 16 
Stanley Cup odds: +3000 

Don't look now, but the Flames are the only NHL team with 
two 2020 All-Star goaltenders on their roster. The big get 
was Jacob Markstrom, whom many teams (including the rival 
Oilers) were interested in snagging in free agency, and he'll 
be backed up by David Rittich. 

17. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 13 
Stanley Cup odds: +4000 

For the first time in recent memory, the Blue Jackets might 
have a second scoring line that strikes fear in opponents. 
That's what GM Jarmo Kekalainen envisioned when he 
swapped Josh Anderson for Max Domi. Cam Atkinson (on 
Domi's wing) should rebound from a letdown season. 

18. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 21 
Stanley Cup odds: +2500 

The Predators had a brutal 2019-20 season on special 
teams, finishing with the seventh-worst power play and third-
worst penalty kill. The penalty kill should improve with the 
signing of Brad Richardson, one of the best PK specialists in 
the league. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Stanley Cup odds: +3000 

One could view the Patrik Laine situation pessimistically: A 
top player wants to leave town. Or the optimist's view: The 
Jets have an incredible trade asset, and if they time it right, 
they could strike gold in return. 

20. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 15 
Stanley Cup odds: +3000 

Marc Bergevin was among the busiest GMs this offseason. 
The result: Every positional group got improved depth. A top-
four spot in the North Division is well within reach for this 
enhanced team. 

21. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 23 
Stanley Cup odds: +4000 

A new GM (Bill Zito) means plenty of turnover. The Panthers 
have taken fliers on several new players (including Anthony 
Duclair, Carter Verhaeghe, Alexander Wennberg, Radko 
Gudas, Markus Nutivaara, Patric Hornqvist) and have been 
active on waivers, eager to see what sticks. 

22. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 20 
Stanley Cup odds: +6000 

The obvious reason to have hope in the Sabres is that 2018 
league MVP Taylor Hall decided to sign here to put up big 
numbers on Jack Eichel's wing. A low-key reason for hope: 
The center depth has improved. 

23. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 24 
Stanley Cup odds: +6000 

It's been a yearslong saga spanning three GMs, but the 
Wild's top prospect, Kirill Kaprizov, has finally left Russia and 
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signed with Minnesota. The winger is the most exciting and 
skilled player on the roster and should be worth the wait. 

24. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 22 
Stanley Cup odds: +6000 

The Coyotes struggled with scoring last season (ranking 
23rd in the league), but they said goodbye to six forwards 
this offseason and welcomed in six new forwards. In this 
case, fresh faces are definitely not a bad thing. 

25. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Stanley Cup odds: +6000 

Brent Burns posted only 45 points last season -- nearly half 
of his point total from a season prior, when he finished 
second in Norris Trophy voting. A rebound season feels 
inevitable for the 35-year-old, all-situations defensemen. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Stanley Cup odds: +6000 

Many are skeptical of Chicago's unproven goaltending trio, 
but the Blackhawks might walk out of this season having 
identified their goaltender of the future. Collin Delia, Malcolm 
Subban and Kevin Lankinen are each inked only through 
next season, so there's potential for a long-term, team-
friendly contract play too. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Stanley Cup odds: +7500 

Did you watch the 2021 World Junior Championship? That's 
the reason for hope for the Ducks. Trevor Zegras, the 
tournament MVP who helped the United States to gold, is 

Anaheim's top prospect, and he could be in the league as 
soon as this season. 

28. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 29 
Stanley Cup odds: +7500 

The Kings had a whopping nine prospects play at the World 
Junior Championship, which highlights their impressive 
prospect system. Get excited to say the names Quinton 
Byfield, Arthur Kaliyev, Tobias Bjornfot and Alex Turcotte 
soon. 

29. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 26 
Stanley Cup odds: +6000 

Corey Crawford retired, but the Devils don't feel in a bind, 
because they're so bullish on Mackenzie Blackwood (who 
just re-upped for three more years). He shined to close out 
last season, going 8-2-2 over his last 13 appearances, with a 
.936 save percentage. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Stanley Cup odds: +15000 

The Senators competed hard for D.J. Smith last season, and 
they should see improved effort now that there's more talent 
on the roster. Winger Evgenii Dadonov chose Ottawa in free 
agency, immediately upgrading the top six. 

31. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 31 
Stanley Cup odds: +20000 

The Red Wings allowed 265 goals last season -- 27 more 
than any other team. Detroit should be less leaky thanks to 
improved goaltending (Thomas Greiss) and several veteran 
blue-line additions (Marc Staal, Troy Stecher, Jon Merrill). 
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NHL, Carolina Hurricanes deny having a hand in ex-Trump staffer's claimed firing 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The NHL and the Carolina Hurricanes deny that they 
pressured a private airline company to fire a former 
campaign staffer for President Donald Trump. 

Dawson Buchanan, a travel coordinator for Trump's 
reelection campaign, claimed in a Twitter thread on Tuesday 
that he was fired by Private Jet Services when "the NHL 
found out I worked for the Trump campaign and threatened 
to cancel the contract with PJS unless they fired me." 

Buchanan said he was going to be a travel concierge with 
the Carolina Hurricanes, a client of Private Jet Services. 

"Instead of standing up for me, instead of explaining to the 
NHL that I, as a person, am not solely defined by my 
previous work on the Trump campaign, they fired me for their 
own company's financial gain," said Buchanan, who had 
used his social media to support overturning the 2020 
presidential election results and said he attended the Jan. 6 
protest at the U.S. Capitol. 

When asked about Buchanan's allegations, an NHL 
spokesperson told ESPN that they were "categorically 
untrue" and that "until this news broke, we had never heard 
of him." 

"The Carolina Hurricanes rely on PJS to hire staff for our air 
travel," the team said in a statement. "Until Mr. Buchanan's 
social media posts Tuesday night, the Hurricanes knew 
nothing about him. We will not be commenting further." 

According to an executive at Private Jet Services, "Mr. 
Buchanan was never an employee of our company, ever, at 
any time" and "the story was a complete fabrication." 

The executive confirmed that the company had worked with 
Buchanan when he was an operations associate for Trump 
campaign headquarters and had explored the possibility of 
hiring him as a plane concierge. But he said that the training 
for such a position is monthslong and thus the timeline 
wouldn't have worked out to bring Buchanan on for the start 
of the season. 

In an email to ESPN, Buchanan provided images of what he 
claimed was a PJS-issued laptop and text message 
correspondence with the company that included plans for his 
work with the Hurricanes. 

Buchanan claims that Private Jet Services CEO Greg Raiff 
indicated that a former employee of the company, who 
worked with the Hurricanes last season, "sent a screenshot 
of my LinkedIn to the team, and then the team subsequently 
reached out to [Raiff] requesting my dismissal from the 
company." Buchanan also claims that Raiff called him after 
the Twitter thread to say he would "completely deny the 
entire allegation, regardless of its legitimacy." 

Buchanan said that further evidence of his employment with 
the company was made unavailable when he was locked out 
of his corporate email account.
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Carolina Hurricanes at Detroit Red Wings: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Hurricanes make their long-awaited return to the ice 
tonight, and pick up where last regular season left off.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Hello? This thing on? Hurricanes hockey is back! For the first 
time since ending their 2020 playoff run in the bubble with a 
game five loss to the Boston Bruins, the Hurricanes will 
being the 56-game sprint known as the 2021 regular season 
in Detroit tonight.  

In a bit of an ironic twist, the Canes will begin this regular 
season where they ended last year’s before the NHL hit 
pause at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, a 5-2 
Hurricanes win at Little Caesar’s Arena.  

Tonight will begin a season like no other, let’s break down 
the matchup: 

Vital Statistics  

Record 38-25-5 17-49-5 

Goals/Game 3.19 2.00 

Goals Against/Game 2.84 3.73 

Shots/Game 33.25 27.10 

Face Off Win % 50.5% 49.5% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.3% (8th) 14.9% (29th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 84.0% (4th) 74.3% (31st) 

ES Corsi For % 54.32% 46.00% 

ES PDO 99.32 96.66 

PIM/Game 08:39 08:26 

Goaltender #1 

Category Petr Mrazek Jonathan Bernier 

Record 21-16-2 15-22-3 

Save % .905 .907 

Category Petr Mrazek Jonathan Bernier 

GAA 2.69 2.95 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Thomas Greiss 

Record 14-16-2 16-22-3 

Save % .914 .913 

GAA 2.66 2.74 

Game Notes 

Tonight’s game will be the the first of eight matchups 
between the Hurricanes and Red Wings this season. As part 
of the NHL’s new shuffled alignment for the short season, 
each team will only play in division, with the Hurricanes 
facing the seven teams in the new Central Division eight 
times apiece.  

The Hurricanes went 3-0 against the Red Wings last season 
with the aforementioned 5-2 win to close out the regular 
season, a 7-3 win in Raleigh on Nov. 1, 2019 and 2-0 win in 
Detroit on Nov. 24, 2019.  

It’s likely we’ll see Petr Mrazek against his former team in net 
to kick things off, but we’ll get an official announcement on a 
starting goalie and lines out of the Hurricanes’ morning skate 
later. Mrazek went 2-0 against Detroit last year with a .912 
save percentage and 2.50 goals against average in two 
starts last season.  

The Red Wings are obviously coming off an abysmal 
season, finishing dead last in the 2019-20 regular season, 
and not much is expected of them this year. But this isn’t a 
team the Canes are taking likely, with Detroit featuring some 
young weapons such as Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Anthony Mantha. More than anything, they’re ready to drop 
the puck after a long layoff and unusual training camp.  

Jaccob Slavin on tonight’s game: “I think they’ve done a 
pretty good job in the offseason with some of the moves 
they’ve made. Obviously they’re a young team with a lot of 
skill. They’ve got a lot of good weapons on the team. I think 
you’re looking for a team that’s just going to be competitive. 
We’ve just got to out-work them and out-compete them. I 
think at the end of the night, it’s just going to be the team 
who competes better and executes to the best of their ability 
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with it being the first game everyone’s played in a while. It’s 
all about compete.” 

 

Canes’ goalie platoon a benefit in unconventional season 

With an unconventional schedule in a condensed 2021 
season, the Carolina Hurricanes will need to lean on its 
goaltending tandem in the season ahead.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

As the Carolina Hurricanes embark on a new NHL season 
Thursday night, they’ll be doing it with familiar faces all over 
the ice.  

Two of those familiar faces for Carolina will play in net, as 
Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both return as the Canes’ 
two goaltenders despite some constant rumors and talks this 
past offseason that the Hurricanes may be looking to 
upgrade between the pipes.  

Now, with an unusual season and schedule that will prove 
quite different for every NHL team, the Canes will have to 
lean on both of their two goalies to navigate a new division 
and format. The good news for head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
and the rest of the organization is that the faith and 
confidence in both Mrazek and Reimer to perform is certainly 
there.  

“Both of them are going to have to be ready for us,” said 
defenseman Jake Gardiner. “I think they’re both capable, 
and we feel good with either one of them in net.” 

Like Gardiner said, the Hurricanes should feel pretty good 
with either one of them in net. They split time last year, with 
Mrazek starting 14 more games but Reimer actually putting 
up slightly better numbers.  

Reimer’s 2.66 GAA and .914 save percentage were both in 
the top 21 in the NHL, while Mrazek sat right behind him with 
a 2.69 GAA and a bit further back at a .905 save percentage. 
Both goalies turned out a quality start percentage of .500 or 
greater, with Reimer’s .625 mark putting him ninth in the 
league among goalies that started 20 or more games.  

Even if Mrazek wasn’t as good in 2019-20 as he was in 
2018-19, he was a dependable guy to put in net who showed 
brilliance at times, and Reimer proved to be a great addition 
to play as a backup with a much more consistent role than 
the typical backup. 

Moving into a 2021 schedule that features 56 games in 121 
days and a format that’s unlike any the NHL has ever seen 
before, having two reliable goalies instead of one could 
prove to be quite the benefit to any team that has the luxury, 
the Hurricanes included.  

“I think it’s gonna be tough to ride one goalie in this 
schedule,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t see how you could do 
it. It’s good to know that we’ve already done this kind of 
rotation with these two guys. We feel real confident in it. 
They both look good and ready to go. It sets up well for us. 
This type of schedule is not going to be an issue for us 
because we do have two guys that we like.” 

While the condensed 2021 season doesn’t necessarily 
feature more back-to-backs or a higher frequency of games 
than a normal year, it’s still going to be a sprint to the 
playoffs. With added protocols and outside stressors for 
every team in place, the mental wear and tear on players is 
likely going to mix with a lack of a full training camp to make 
things a bit harder.  

While Mrazek said he isn’t too worried about it, saying to him 
it really looked like a normal season, Reimer did talk about 
how important a rotation and staying fresh is going to be for 
the Canes’ success.  

“You’re playing constantly,” Reimer said. It’s kind of like after 
the All-Star break to the end of the year. It’s kind of a sprint. 
That’s kind of what this season will be. If your guys can be 
fresh, especially with goaltenders, if you can have your legs 
every night and you’re getting in there regularly so you’re not 
feeling off when you get in there, I think it bodes well.” 

Another huge factor that comes into play when looking at the 
need for two reliable goalies is the way the schedule is 
structured, with all but four of the Canes’ 56 games coming 
in two-game miniseries, so to say, of back-to-back outings 
against the same team.  

Being able to change goalies between those games could be 
a big benefit for teams like Carolina, as just providing a 
different look in net for the opponent could throw things off 
enough to make a difference. For the Canes, Reimer and 
Mrazek certainly offer different styles of goaltending as well.  

As he was with the schedule as a whole, Mrazek didn’t seem 
too concerned about the prospect of having to play a team 
twice in a row.  

“We’ll see how that’s going to go,” Mrazek said. “I saw that 
we play Columbus four times in a row in March or April. It’s 
going to be a little different, but I think every game starts 
from 0-0. Every game is different. One game you could let in 
six goals and then the next game you could shut them down. 
You just have to go game by game.” 

One final benefit of having two reliable players to put in net 
comes down to COVID-19, a grim but likely unavoidable 
reality for every NHL squad as this season approaches. If 
Mrazek or Reimer either one has to spend time away as a 
result of a positive test or contact tracing, hopefully the other 
is still there to shoulder the load.  

That’s something the team will have to figure out, how to 
keep them and every player available, but the foundation of a 
great relationship between the two goaltenders will certainly 
help things along. While Reimer said him and Mrazek won’t 
be able to get meals together and spend quality time 
together like they did last year, they’re still going to be each 
other’s biggest fans.  

“We’re going to have to figure that stuff out,” Reimer said. 
“Our relationship is good. We help each other out there. We 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2021 

 

push each other out there in practice. When games come 
around, I’m his biggest fan when I’m not playing. I’m trying to 
keep him up when the games go on and just be a sounding 
board.” 

Mrazek and Reimer were a formidable tandem a year ago, 
and Brind’Amour will certainly hope to get more of the same 
from the duo. Despite the lack of a full camp and preseason 
games, both goalies said they feel good physically and ready 
to go, and Carolina’s going to need them to be starting 
Thursday night in Detroit.

 

 

Wolves receive 13, Pt. 2 

The Chicago Wolves announced Wednesday that the 
National Hockey League’s Nashville Predators have 
assigned 13 players to the team for the upcoming 2020-21 
season. 

The Wolves, who agreed to a one-year partnership with 
Nashville because the Milwaukee Admirals, their longtime 
AHL affiliate, opted out of this season, have added forwards 
Patrick Harper, Tanner Jeannot, Michael McCarron, Sean 
Malone, Tommy Novak, Rem Pitlick, Anthony Richard, Philip 
Tomasino and Josh Wilkins, defensemen Jeremy Davies, 
Ben Harpur and Tyler Lewington, and goaltender Kasimir 
Kaskisuo. 

This marks the start of Kaskisuo’s second stint with the 
Wolves. Less than a month into the 2017-18 season, the 
Toronto Maple Leafs loaned Kaskisuo to Chicago and he 
produced a 13-13-0 record with a 2.38 goals-against average 
and a .914 save percentage to help the Wolves win the 
Central Division crown. 

Harper, Kaskisuo, Lewington, McCarron, Malone, Pitlick and 
Richard all boast NHL experience while Davies, Harpur, 
Jeannot, McCarron, Novak, Pitlick, Richard and Wilkins each 
played for the AHL’s Milwaukee Admirals last season. 

The 19-year-old Tomasino, Nashville’s first-round selection 
in the 2019 NHL Entry Draft, and McCarron become the third 
and fourth first-round picks to be assigned to the Wolves in 
the last two days. On Tuesday, the Carolina Hurricanes sent 
forward Seth Jarvis (13th overall in the 2020 draft) and Ryan 
Suzuki (28th overall in the 2019 draft) to Chicago. 

These 13 players bring the Wolves’ preseason roster to 30 
as the team starts to prepare for the 2020-21 season slated 
to begin Friday, Feb. 5. 

The Wolves will play all of this season’s home games at the 
Chicago Wolves training facility at Triphahn Ice Arena in 
Hoffman Estates. Fans will not be permitted to attend as the 
team follows strict COVID-19 safety protocols with guidance 
from the Illinois Department of Public Health.

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/article247235469.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248196620.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248478055.html 

https://theathletic.com/2319037/2021/01/13/hurricanes-roster-2021-lineup-projections/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/01/changes-to-divisions-playoffs-rosters-will-make-this-nhl-season-unlike-any-before/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/01/familiarity-young-stars-have-hurricanes-hopeful/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-it-s-finally-ice-time/19470102/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-opening-night/19471732/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/reading-into-the-carolina-hurricanes-season-with-tarot/19471745/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/tweetmail-number-248-wingers-bad-blood-stories/c-320229214 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-hungry-for-more-in-2020-21-season/c-320246692 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings/c-320257334 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30700540/nhl-power-rankings-final-preseason-edition-2021-season 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30706001/nhl-carolina-hurricanes-deny-having-hand-ex-trump-staffer-firing-claim 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/14/22229906/carolina-hurricanes-at-detroit-red-wings-game-preview-and-storm-advisory 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/13/22227732/canes-goalie-platoon-a-benefit-in-unconventional-season 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/01/13/wolves-receive-13-pt-2/ 
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NC Trump supporter said NHL pushed to have him fired. NHL said it’s 
never heard of him 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at the 
Fayetteville Regional Airport Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020. 

A North Carolina man said his support for President Donald Trump cost 
him his job at a private airline company working charter flights for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. But the NHL, who he said pushed to have him 
ousted, said the league had never heard of him. 

In an interview Wednesday with The News & Observer, Dawson 
Buchanan, 20, said his opportunity to work for Private Jet Services as the 
Hurricanes’ travel concierge ended early this week because of his past 
work with Trump’s presidential campaign and his support for the 
president. 

 This story is a subscriber exclusive 

Buchanan, a Crossnore, N.C., native who lives in the Washington, D.C., 
area, said he was packing his bags Monday for the trip to Raleigh when 
told by PJS he was being fired. 

“Then the owner called (Tuesday) morning and explained further the 
reason they had to let me go was the National Hockey League and some 
other clients apparently found out I worked for Trump and worked on the 
Trump campaign,” Buchanan said. “They said because I worked for 
Trump, the National Hockey League and other folks threatened to cancel 
their contracts, so PJS had to let me go.” 

Greg Raiff, PJS chief executive officer, said Wednesday the company 
would not comment on Buchanan’s claims, which were first made 
Tuesday night on Twitter in a string of 11 tweets. 

John Dellapina, a spokesman for the NHL, said Wednesday that the 
league emphatically denies Buchanan’s comments. 

“It’s categorically untrue,” Dellapina said. “We have no relationship with 
Mr. Buchanan and we have no idea who he is.” 

In a statement Wednesday, the Hurricanes said: “The Carolina 
Hurricanes rely on PJS to hire staff for our travel. Until Mr. Buchanan’s 
social media posts Tuesday night, the Hurricanes knew nothing about 
him.” 

The Hurricanes said they would have no further comment. 

North Carolina is what is known as a “employment at will” state, which 
means employers can fire employees without cause, according to the 
state’s labor department website. 

1) A couple of hours ago, I tweeted out that this tweet referred to me. 
Shortly after, I deleted that tweet. After much introspection, and talking 
with friends and family, I feel obligated to reveal why I deleted it. 
https://t.co/fQ4FRgY7qM 

— Dawson Buchanan (@dawsonbuchanan_) January 13, 2021 

Buchanan said he is a 2020 Liberty University graduate, with a degree in 
political science. He interned for Republican Rep. Kevin McCarthy and 
then worked in the Trump campaign as a staffer. 

“I kind of knew I wasn’t the only one in the Trump world who experienced 
this,” Buchanan said in the N&O interview. “I know I’m not the only 
conservative to be canceled and I think it’s something toxic and 
something that needs to be called out. That’s why I felt the need to come 
forward and share my story. I wanted to share the truth.” 

He said he attended the Trump rally on Jan. 6 in Washington but did not 
march with Trump supporters to the Capitol and was not a part of the 
violence that ensued when pro-Trump extremists stormed into the 
Capitol, resulting in five deaths, including a Capitol Police officer. Another 
Capitol Police officer died by suicide three days later. 

Buchanan, in a public Facebook post that day, decried the mayhem and 
destruction. 

“I condemned the riots,” he said. 

On Jan. 6 at 3:03 p.m., Buchanan wrote on Facebook: “I was at the 
march today, alongside hundreds of thousands of peaceful protesters. 
Violence is never the answer. It wasn’t for the BLM and Antifa protests, 
and it isn’t now. Whoever the thugs are that are inside the Capitol, should 
be met with the full force of the law. These are not patriots, these are 
hateful lowlifes that have no place in this movement.” 

On Dec. 30, 2020, Buchanan wrote on Facebook about his plan to attend 
the Trump rally. “See ya there, Mr. President!” His post included a shared 
post of Trump’s that said “JANUARY SIXTH, SEE YOU IN DC!” 

Buchanan’s Facebook account also contains posts that support Trump’s 
false claim that the 2020 election was corrupt. 

On Nov. 6, three days after the election, Buchanan posted “Corruption 
must be rooted out” above a shared post from Trump that said, “I had 
such a big lead in all of these states late into election night, only to see 
the leads miraculously disappear as the days went by. Perhaps these 
leads will return as our legal proceedings move forward!” 

Buchanan said that since the tweets about his job on Tuesday, there has 
been an “outpouring” of support. 

“I know I’m not the only person to experience this,” he said. “I think it’s 
important to come out and share the truth and tell the truth. The fact a 
private jet company is doing this but also a cancel culture is doing this to 
a 20-year-old seems absurd.” 

PJS AND ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH DONALD TRUMP, REPUBLICANS 

In his interview with the N&O, Buchanan noted that Private Jet Services 
also was used by the Trump campaign, and that was how he first met 
Raiff, the PJS CEO. 

According to the Federal Election Commission’s database, PJS and the 
Donald Trump campaigns have a business relationship that dates back 
to 2016. 

Private Jet Services, based in Seabrook, New Hampshire, has received 
millions in campaign funds as recently as November, mostly from the 
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Trump campaign, a Trump-affiliated political action committee and the 
Republican National Committee, according to FEC data. 

Sixty-nine of the jet company’s 79 payments listed in the database came 
from those three groups. The funds listed are for services that include air 
travel, transportation services and facility rentals. The largest 
disbursement of funds was more than $1.1 million on air travel for the 
Trump campaign on July 15, 2016. 

The company also received thousands from the presidential campaigns 
of Ted Cruz in 2016, Hillary Clinton in 2007 and Mike Huckabee in 2007. 
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Hurricanes opening night roster: Line projections, taxi squad, goalie 
depth 

 

By Sara Civian Jan 13, 2021 11  

 

The Hurricanes’ opening night line combinations are still up for debate, 
and let’s be real: they probably always will be. But as of training camp’s 
end Tuesday, the roster itself was basically set. 

The team traded depth center Clark Bishop to Ottawa for depth 
defenseman Maxime Lajoie, claimed goaltender Anton Forsberg off 
waivers, then sent forwards Jeremy Bracco, David Cotton, Jason Cotton, 
Seth Jarvis, Stelio Mattheos, Jamieson Rees, Sheldon Rempal, Drew 
Shore, Spencer Smallman and Ryan Suzuki, defensemen Joey Keane 
and Lajoie and goaltender Antoine Bibeau to the AHL. 

After much deliberation about how the taxi squad should work and who 
should be on it, on Tuesday the Canes narrowed it down to Morgan 
Geekie, Steven Lorentz, Max McCormick, Jake Bean and Joakim Ryan. 

Surely, a few things jump out immediately. 

1. Per the 2020-21 season law, teams with fewer than three goalies on 
their NHL roster need at least one goalie on the taxi squad. Carolina had 
to place Alex Nedeljkovic on waivers to put him there, so they claimed 
Forsberg (who had a stint with the Canes in 2019-20) for insurance. 
Luckily for the Canes, Nedeljkovic cleared waivers Wednesday; now he 
and the rest of the taxi squad are on their way to Detroit for Thursday’s 
season opener. 

“Obviously that was good news,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday, referencing Nedeljkovic. “You hope you don’t have to dig 
into those guys, but it’s nice to know you have them and can go to them if 
you need.” 

You might be wondering why the Canes ran the risk of putting 
Nedeljkovic on waivers to transfer him to the taxi squad since they’re 
allowed to carry three goalies on the NHL roster. The answer to that is 
two words long: cap space. Since Nedeljkovic already has an NHL 
contract he’ll get paid at his $750,000 rate, but it won’t count toward the 
Hurricanes’ cap hit like it would if he was chilling on the roster. 

Some of you were convinced a team would’ve claimed Nedeljkovic, and 
in a normal world you’d probably be right. But this isn’t the time to be 
taking chances on goalies  — or anyone — with only a few NHL games 
experience, even if they have a lot of potential. You’ll see that reflected in 
how quiet the waiver wire has already been. 

2. Before the taxi squad was announced, Bean said what I’m willing to 
bet 99.9 percent of others in his position were thinking. 

“I think if I was on the taxi squad, that’s something I’d have to talk to a 
few people about,” he said. “Personally, I want to play. I don’t have any 
ambition to just practice. I know that you need to play games and that if I 

wasn’t on the roster and didn’t have a chance to play games, I want to go 
wherever I can play games … just to play games. It’s a tough scenario, 
there’s 56 games in a short amount of time, back-to-backs, all season 
long, so guys are going to get hurt more than they ever have. I’m not 
projecting any kind of roster, but if there ever was a year to be a seventh 
D, this is probably the year where you’re gonna play the most.” 

So don’t read into that too much — any younger prospect with some reps 
to get in feels the same. And Brind’Amour agrees that while the 
circumstances are unfortunate, Bean will probably get a shot on the 
roster. 

“Do I want to see him in there?” Brind’Amour said, “no, I don’t want to 
see him in there necessarily because that means we’ve probably had 
someone go down, but will he get in there? I’m almost sure of it. We 
need to see what we have in him.” 

3. Like Bean, Geekie is waiver-exempt. So putting both on the taxi squad 
knowing they can be called upon with no risk of losing them and saving 
cap space is an obvious move, even if parts of it kind of stink for the 
individuals. 

The lines 

Drumroll please, it’s time for the final line projections before I get to stop 
making stuff up, you get to stop reading me making stuff up, and actual 
stuff happens! 

The lines at practice Wednesday were: 

Nino Niederreiter – Sebastian Aho – Teuvo Teravainen 

Andrei Svechnikov – Jordan Staal – Martin Necas 

Warren Foegele – Vincent Trocheck – Jesper Fast 

Ryan Dzingel – Jordan Martinook – Brock McGinn 

Jaccob Slavin – Dougie Hamilton 

Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 

Jake Gardiner – Haydn Fleury 

Petr Mrazek 

James Reimer 

Brind’Amour urged us not to take too much stock in the training camp 
lines, and now they’ve been slightly altered. But the big thing we care 
about is obviously second-line Svech. I feel like the Canes will start with 
Niederreiter on the first line to try to get as much out of him as they can 
as soon as possible and get him rolling, but it’ll end up shifting. I don’t 
understand not putting Trocheck and Necas and Staal and Fast together, 
and I wonder if that’ll change upon puck drop in about 24 hours (yay!). 
My best guess is it’s about eating the most minutes over who is playing 
with whom. Staal is one of the best in the league at playing the tough 
minutes. 

We’ll see. 
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One pandemic rule Steve Yzerman, Dylan Larkin broke after Detroit Red 
Wings captaincy meeting 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   
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As general manager of the Detroit Red Wings, Steve Yzerman has grown 
used to seeing players look worried when called into his office; usually it 
means they’ve been traded or waived. 

However, meeting with Dylan Larkin to ask him to be the franchise's next 
captain was a delight. 

“Usually the reaction on their face is, oh, here we go,” Yzerman said. “So 
it’s nice every now and then to have positive conversations, where 
someone walks out of your office feeling good.” 

A LOOK BACK: Here’s who Dylan Larkin has to live up to as Detroit Red 
Wings captain 

Larkin described how, after the deal was sealed, the new captain and 
former captain smiled through the masks they wore to help prevent or 
slow the spread of COVID-19. 

"We were sitting there, just the two of us," Yzerman said. "I really would 
have liked to take the masks off and have a conversation, but I am 
keeping this mask on because the last thing I want to do is come up with 
COVID, and you don't have your mask on and you're going to spend the 
first two weeks of your captaincy in quarantine due to contact tracing. 

"We kept our masks on but one rule we did break, and I'm going to 
confess to, we did shake hands at the end of the conversation. I don't 
know about Dylan, but I immediately went to the hand sanitizer 
afterwards, so I hope that the protocol police will accept that." 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 01.14.2021 
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Detroit Red Wings' Darren Helm out due to COVID-19 protocol 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Darren Helm's absence from the Detroit Red Wings is COVID-19 related. 

The NHL released a list Wednesday evening, less than an hour before 
the start of the 2021 season, of players who are unavailable to play or 
practice, in accordance with the League’s COVID protocols. The Wings 
open their season Thursday.  

Helm has not practiced since the opening weekend of training camp. 
Coach Jeff Blashill has declined to say anything other than that Helm has 
been "unfit" to practice, but the NHL will, during the season, share the 
names of players who are unavailable due to pandemic protocols.  

OH, CAPTAINS: One pandemic rule Steve Yzerman, Dylan Larkin broke 

'C' CHANGE: Why Dylan Larkin will never forget Steve Yzerman asking 
him to be Red Wings' captain 

A HIGH STANDARD: Here’s who Larkin has to live up to as Red Wings 
captain 

Christian Djoos is also on the list, but that's because he traveled to 
Detroit commercially after being claimed off waivers Jan. 10 and 
therefore is required to quarantine for 7-10 days.  

Per the NHL, COVID protocol-related absences can be the result of a 
number of factors including, among others: an initial positive test which 
remains unconfirmed until confirmatory testing is completed; mandated 
isolation for symptomatic individuals; required quarantine as a high-risk 
close contact; isolation based on a confirmed positive test result and/or; 
quarantine for travel or other reasons as outlined in the COVID-19 
protocol. 

Neither the league nor teams are obligated to reveal the precise reason a 
player is unavailable or how long he might be out. 
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Why Dylan Larkin will never forget Steve Yzerman asking him to be 
Detroit Red Wings' captain 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

One of the few bits of advice Steve Yzerman imparted on Dylan Larkin 
was not to change. The captaincy of the Detroit Red Wings is an honor, 
but it’s one Larkin earned by being who he is. 

In an announcement that has been awaited for a year and a half, Larkin 
on Wednesday was named the 37th captain in team history; he’ll debut in 
his new sweater Thursday when the Wings open the 2021 season before 
empty stands at Little Caesars Arena. Larkin has known of the news 
since meeting Tuesday with Yzerman, who was captain of the team for 
two decades and has served as its general manager since April 2019. 

“He asked me if I was willing to take on the responsibility and I said 
absolutely,” Larkin said. “He felt I was ready and I feel I’m ready. It was 
just a great conversation. It was a great feeling when he asked. We kind 
of both smiled through the masks.” 

[ Here’s who Dylan Larkin has to live up to as Detroit Red Wings captain ] 

Larkin, 24, was the obvious successor even before Henrik Zetterberg 
retired in September 2018. The Wings made Larkin their top draft pick in 
2014, selecting the Waterford native at No. 15. He made the roster a 
year later, showing tremendous inner drive and responsibility beyond his 
age, then 19. As he grew more comfortable in the locker room, he 
became more vocal, more demonstrative of his leadership attributes. 

“He stands out as a leader in his work ethic, his competitiveness, his 
inner drive to be really good, to win,” Yzerman said. “And he’s a really 
good person. He’s a mature young man. He has a lot of the natural 
characteristics that make him a leader. 

“He’s a perfect fit for us as a captain.” 

Jeff Blashill, who has coached Larkin since he came into the NHL, 
likewise pointed to Larkin as being “the right guy to be the captain of this 
hockey team. He’s a great person and a great competitor and the guy 
that each one of our guys wants to lead him. 

“He’s got the ultimate respect of every guy in that room.” 

As the losses piled up during last season’s miserable 17-49-5 record, no 
player spoke after more games than Larkin. 

“That was noticeable,” Yzerman said. “We were very appreciative of his 
cooperation and his willingness. Five minutes after a game, emotions 
take over at times. I thought he did an admirable job.” 

Luke Glendening and Frans Nielsen will continue to serve as alternates. 
Glendening, a captain his last two years at Michigan, has had a first-hand 
view of Larkin’s growth. 

“He’s taken more onus every single year on what happens, not just for 
himself but for this team,” Glendening said. “He stood in front of the 
media last year trying to explain what was going on, and I thought he did 
it with poise and I thought he did it with grace, and that’s a testament to 
who he is.” 

In addition to talking to media, a captain speaks on behalf of his team to 
on-ice officials about calls and serves as a liaison between teammates 
and coaches/management. 

The captain of the Wings used to be someone teammates voted in, but in 
1982, Nick Polano started the trend of the coach naming the captain (he 
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named Danny Gare after Reed Larson voluntarily resigned the job). Now 
it’s a joint decision between management and the head coach. 

“Part of being the leader and ultimately a captain is that you … have to 
answer the tough questions, you have to stand there when things aren’t 
great," Blashill said. "It’s easy to lead when everything is rosy. It’s hard to 
lead when it’s in tough times. 

“Dylan certainly answered the questions and ultimately was self-
accountable. And sometimes there are times when it’s not, maybe, how it 
looks and you’re sticking up for yourself and your team and Dylan has 
the guts to do that as well.” 

The announcement was made Wednesday morning via the team’s social 
media. When Yzerman was appointed captain Oct. 7, 1986, coach 
Jacques Demers presented Yzerman a Wings sweater bearing the “C” at 
a news conference after a practice in Oak Park. When it was time to 
name Yzerman’s successor, Nicklas Lidstrom, he wore his red No. 5 
sweater with an “A” on it during warmups before the home opener in 
2006, but then stepped onto the ice to a standing ovation when he was 
introduced as the captain. (Fans cheered again when Yzerman came out 
for a ceremonial puck drop.) 

When Lidstrom retired in 2012, Zetterberg was the obvious successor. A 
labor dispute delayed the announcement until a news conference during 
training camp in January 2013. 

Former GM Ken Holland had planned to promote Larkin from alternate to 
captain before the 2019-20 season, but that changed when Yzerman 
took over the rebuild. He wanted to take his time. 

“To know that he waited and got to know me means more that he feels 
comfortable with me being captain of the team,” Larkin said. “One thing 
he said to me was, Henrik was different than Nick Lidstrom and Nick was 
different than himself, and I’m going to be different from those guys, 
which is a good thing. We all lead in different ways. It meant the world to 
me coming from him.” 

Larkin joins a list of captains that boasts Hockey Hall of Famers in 
Yzerman, Lidstrom, Gordie Howe, Sid Abel, Red Kelly, Alex Delvecchio 
and Ted Lindsay. 

Larkin grew close to Lindsay, who died in 2019, crediting him with 
teaching him how to be a good Red Wing. 

“You play as hard as you can on the ice,” Larkin said, “and you’re 
available to the fans and visiting kids and doing what it takes to be a 
good human being in the community.” 

No player had a bigger role in Larkin’s development into the captaincy 
than Zetterberg. When Larkin grew frustrated last season, he turned to 
his former teammate. 

“Henrik was the ultimate captain to me,” Larkin said. “He did everything 
the right way. He showed up every day. He kept his emotions in check. 
Whatever was going on in the locker room, he had his thumb all over it. 
He knew everything going on with the guys, with everything. He handled 
it like a captain should — he never really spoke out unless he absolutely 
had to. He pulled guys aside and had a mature conversation. 

“The way he carried himself, all the guys respected him as great as I’ve 
seen (anyone) respected. Respect is earned, and you have to have time 
to build, but I hope one day people can respect me like they respected 
Henrik Zetterberg.”During the nearly two years Yzerman has been GM, 
he and Larkin have bonded. The conversation they had Tuesday wasn’t 
long, but it was memorable for Larkin. 

“Steve said he wasn’t big on advice, but he did say to not put too much 
pressure on myself, to not change who you are just because of your role 
on the team,” Larkin said. “He said continue being yourself, it got you 
here. The guys respect you. Just hearing that was great. It meant a lot. 
He’s one of the best to ever wear a ‘C’ on his jersey. I feel very 
comfortable with our relationship and how he feels about me as a player 
and person. I’m very honored that he looks on me as a person who could 
wear the ‘C’ for the Detroit Red Wings.” 
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Detroit Red Wings name Dylan Larkin the team's 37th captain 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Dylan Larkin, a homegrown player who has come to embody the face of 
the rebuild, has been named the 37th captain in Detroit Red Wings 
history. 

He joins a list that boasts Hockey Hall of Famers in Steve Yzerman, 
Nicklas Lidstrom, Gordie Howe, Ted Lindsay, Sid Abel, Red Kelly and 
Alex Delvecchio, and fills a position left open when Henrik Zetterberg 
retired in September 2018. 

The announcement was made Wednesday, a day before the Wings open 
the 2021 season. 

“Dylan is an extremely competitive and driven player who sets the 
standard for dedication and conduct for the Red Wings,”  Yzerman said 
in a statement. “This is the right time to name our new captain and we’re 
certain Dylan is ready to take on the responsibility. He will be an 
outstanding leader for us, both on and off the ice.”  

Larkin, 24, was the clear-cut choice. Since making the Wings out of 
training camp in 2015, a year after he was selected at 15th in the 2014 
draft, Larkin has shown the signs of a captain. He has tremendous inner 
drive, pushes himself hard on and off the ice, and takes pride in being a 
Red Wing, all the more so for having grown in Waterford. 

The plan had been to name Larkin captain before the 2019-20 season, 
but that was under former general manager Ken Holland. When Yzerman 
took over in April 2019, he wanted to get to know the players better 
before making a decision. 

Yzerman and Larkin bonded during the 2019-20 season. 

“I’ve enjoyed my conversations with him and our discussions about 
hockey and our team throughout the season,” Yzerman said last May. “I 
am very impressed with him. I think being a member of the Wings and 
improving this team is very important for Dylan, and he takes it seriously. 
He’s an excellent player for us, he’s a very important player.” 

Larkin has worn an ‘A’ since 2018. At the time, management wanted to 
give Larkin a year to grow into the role, especially considering the Wings 
were in for tough times because of their rebuild. Before last season, the 
Wings made Luke Glendening an alternate captain, adding him to a 
group that also included Justin Abdelkader (no longer with the team) and 
Frans Nielsen. Nielsen and Glendening will continue to serve as 
alternates this season. 

No player stood before the media more than Larkin last season, as the 
losses piled up to 49 — one of the most thankless jobs of being a locker 
room leader. 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 01.14.2021 

1181982 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Here’s who Dylan Larkin has to live up to as Detroit Red Wings captain 

 

RYAN FORD   
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On Wednesday, Dylan Larkin became the 37th Detroit Red Wings 
captain. 

Larkin received the honor from head coach Jeff Blashill and general 
manager Steve Yzerman, who himself spent 19 seasons wearing the “C” 
for the Wings from 1986-2006. The Waterford native is entering his sixth 
season with the franchise after being drafted 15th overall in 2014. 

In 389 games with the Wings, Larkin has 107 goals, 159 assists and a 
minus-53 rating (though much of that is attributable to the lack of talent 
surrounding him as the Wings under go their rebuild). He finished fifth in 
Calder Trophy voting in 2016, the same season he made his only All-Star 
team. 

Larkin, 24, will be the youngest captain of the Wings since Yzerman got 
the job in 1986. It's a role that has been filled by Red Wings greats such 
as Sid Abel, Ted Lindsay, Gordie Howe and Alex Delvecchio, as well as 
some lesser-known names more recently. Here’s a look at the previous 
seven players, over the past 40 seasons, who’ve worn the “C” in Detroit: 

1979-80: Dale McCourt 

The prelude: McCourt almost wasn’t a Wing during this season; after a 
rookie year with 33 goals and 39 assists (and a fourth-place finish in 
Calder voting), McCourt, drafted No. 1 overall by the Wings in 1977, was 
awarded to the Los Angeles Kings by an arbitrator as compensation for 
the Wings’ free-agent signing of goalie Rogie Vachon. McCourt fought 
the compensation rule in court and got it overturned early in the 1978 
season, making him pretty popular with teammates such as left winger 
Nick Libett: "It’s the best thing that ever happened to the players of the 
National Hockey League. I think it’s just great.” In 1978-79, his second 
season, McCourt had 28 goals and 43 assists as the Wings went with a 
trio of captains (Libett, Paul Woods, Dennis Hextall). 

As captain: McCourt returned to the 30-goal club in his single season as 
the Wings’ captain, scoring 30 times and adding 51 assists despite 
having to navigate an “uptight” locker room (in one player’s words) under 
volatile coach Bobby Kromm, who lasted just 71 games before Lindsay 
replaced him as coach. 

1980-81: Errol Thompson 

The prelude: Thompson, who had 126 goals (including a 43-goal 
campaign in 1975-76) over 365 games with Toronto, was acquired from 
the Maple Leafs in 1978 when general manager Ted Lindsay dealt then-
captain Dan Maloney with 14 games left in the season. As Lindsay told 
the Freep, “Last year, when I took over, I said that the only untouchable 
was Dan Maloney. That was last year. … You always say you won’t sell 
something, but if the price is right, you will always sell something. It can 
always be sold and it can always be bought.” In 1978-79, his first full 
season in Detroit, Thompson had 23 goals, 31 assists and a minus-27 
rating. He followed that with a 34-goal campaign in 1979-80. 

As captain: Lindsay, who’d taken over as coach the previous season, 
dumped the 24-year-old Dale McCourt in favor of the 30-year-old 
Thompson as captain. Lindsay lasted 20 games before his was fired and 
replaced with Wayne Maxner, who’s been in charge of the Wings’ AHL 
affiliate. Thompson’s tenure as captain lasted just 19 games after that. 
From the start, Maxner had issues with Thompson’s effort in games; it 
culminated in Maxner leaving Thompson (and three other vets) in Detroit 
ahead of a Jan. 8 road game in Boston. A drastic move by Maxner? 
“Yes, it’s drastic, but Wayne is sticking to his guns,“ Wings GM Jimmy 
Skinner told the Freep. “If they don’t play well, there’s going to be 
changes.” 

The next day, Thompson — who had 14 goals and 12 assists at the time 
— told reporters he was done as captain. “I called my mother last night 
and told her I was quitting as captain and she cried.” Skinner persuaded 
Thompson to wait a day, at least. Hours later, his trade to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins (with whom he had 14 points in 34 games) was announced. “I 
thought things weren’t all that bad then,” Thompson said ahead of 
reporting to Pittsburgh. “And, boom, two hours later, Jimmy says I’m 

gone.” Maxner announced a new captain on Jan. 10: Defenseman Reed 
Larson, in his fifth season with the Wings. 

1981-82: Reed Larson 

The prelude: Larson was drafted in the second round in 1976, No. 22 
overall, and joined the Wings after his junior season at Minnesota, in time 
to play 14 games in the 1976-77 season. The next season, he had 19 
goals and 41 assists, making the Wales Conference All-Star squad and 
finishing fifth in Calder Trophy voting. He followed that up with 18 goals 
and 49 assists the next season, and 22 goals and 44 assists in 1979-80 
for another All-Star nod (this time at Joe Louis Arena). When Thompson 
was traded in 1981, Larson had just received his third All-Star berth, as 
he had 15 goals and 19 assists in 40 games. 

As captain: Larson picked up an assist (and five PIMs for fighting) in his 
first game wearing the “C,” on Jan. 10, 1981. He finished the ’80-81 
season with 12 goals and 12 assists in 39 games, though the Wings went 
only 9-19-10 down the stretch. Larson remained the captain for the ’81-
82 season, finishing second on the team in points, with 21 goals and 39 
assists. Maxner, the coach who’d made him captain, didn’t have as good 
a season; he was fired with 11 games remaining in the season with a 18-
39-12 record. 

1982-86: Danny Gare 

The prelude: Gare was in his eighth season with Buffalo — a span which 
included a third-place finish in Calder voting, a 56-goal season, two All-
Star Game berths and two top-10 finishes in Hart Trophy voting — when 
Wings director of hockey operations Jimmy Skinner acquired him in a 
blockbuster for McCourt, Mike Foligno and Brent Peterson in December 
1981. (The Sabres GM who made the deal? Scotty Bowman.) In 36 
games to finish out the 1981-82 season, Gare had a lackluster 13 goals, 
nine assists and 74 penalty minutes. The wheels of Gare’s promotion 
started turning on June 22, 1982, when Mike Ilitch purchased the Red 
Wings. Soon after, Ilitch installed Jimmy Devellano as GM, who then 
hired coach Nick Polano as part of a “clean sweep” for the organization. 
Accordingly, Larson resigned as captain, telling the Freep, “They’re 
changing everything, and there’s some people better qualified than me, 
really. I’m not a big talker in the dressing room. On the ice I show more 
intensity, but we’ve got guys like Schoney (Jim Schoenfeld) and (Danny) 
Gare.” Devellano was suitably impressed: “Reed Larson is a smart guy. 
… He was perceptive enough to see what we were doing and he said, 
‘Let everything be new.’ “ 

As captain: The next day, Polano went with the 5-foot-9, 176 pound Gare 
as captain, citing his success in Buffalo. “I have a lot of respect for Danny 
Gare. He’s not big, but he has a big heart. He’s the type of player we’d 
like all the other players to pattern themselves after.” In his first season 
as captain, Gare settled in as the Wings’ third-best player, notching 26 
goals and 35 assists in 79 games. The team was less successful, 
however, finishing 18th out of 21 teams and nabbing the No. 4 pick in the 
1983 draft. (You might already know his name.) The Wings were better 
the following season, but Gare slipped to 26 points. A bounce-back 
season in 1984-85 (56 points) was followed by a measly 16 points (in 57 
games) in 1985-86, and the Wings released him after the season. 

1986-2006: Steve Yzerman 

The prelude: That No. 4 pick following Gare’s first season as captain? 
Yep, it was Stevie Y. Yzerman made the team as an 18-year-old and led 
the Wings in scoring with 87 points, finishing second in Calder voting 
(just behind Sabres goalie Tom Barrasso) and nabbing an All-Star Game 
berth. In his second season, Yzerman improved to 89 points, including a 
team-high 59 assists that tied Gordie Howe for the second-best single-
season total in franchise history. Year 3, was a disaster, however, as a 
broken collarbone limited the 20-year-old to 51 games and 14 goals. 

As captain: On Oct. 7, 1986, Jacques Demers, hired as the Wings’ coach 
that June, tabbed Yzerman — just 21 — as the new captain, the 
youngest player to wear the “C” in franchise history. And Yzerman didn’t 
take long to speak frankly about the team’s failures. After a season-
opening 6-1 loss in Quebec two days later, Yzerman was blunt to the 
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media: "We started out very well," he said. "Then we sort of let up. We 
just went to sleep. We stopped working, and they were beating us to the 
puck." The next game, the Wings’ home opener against Chicago, 
Yzerman scored the game-winning goal, one of 31 tallies (to go with 59 
assists, again) for him that season. The Wings rode Yzerman and a host 
of young scorers — five of their top six point-getters were 24 or younger 
— all the way to the conference finals, where they lost to Edmonton in 
five games. Yzerman would hold the captaincy for 18 additional seasons, 
scoring 609 goals and dishing out 928 assists while wearing the “C.” Oh, 
and he won three Stanley Cups. 

2006-12: Nicklas Lidstrom 

The prelude: Lidstrom was drafted in the third round (53rd overall) in 
1989, but stayed in his native Sweden until 1991, when he joined the 
Wings as a polished 21-year defenseman — he made the NHL’s All-
Rookie team and finished second in Calder voting. Over his first 14 
seasons, he earned a reputation (and a nickname) as “The Perfect 
Human” while racking up 806 points in 1,096 games, nabbing eight All-
Star Game spots, winning four Norris trophies and becoming the first 
European to take home the Conn Smythe Trophy (as MVP of the Wings’ 
2002 Stanley Cup run). When Yzerman retired in early July 2006, there 
was little secret who his successor wearing the “C” would be. 

As captain: And yet … nothing was official, right up until Lidstrom took 
the ice against the Vancouver Canucks on Oct. 6. During warmups, he’d 
worn the same “A” — for alternate captain — he had for years. But after 
nearly the Wings’ roster was introduced in front of a sellout crowd at Joe 
Louis Arena, finally, at 7:06 p.m., Lidstrom stepped onto the ice with a 
fresh “C” on his chest, introduced as the Wings’ 35th captain. 

For the season, Lidstrom turned in his usual stellar results, with 13 goals 
and 49 assists and a fifth Norris. Overall, in six seasons as captain, 
Lidstrom had 336 points in 468 games, with three Norris wins and three 
additional top-five finishes. The Wings won the Cup in 2008, making him 
the first European to captain a Cup-winner; the next season, he fell a 
game short of becoming the first European to captain back-to-back Cup 
winners. Finally, he hung up his skates after the ’11-12 season at age 41, 
having made the playoffs in every season of his career. 

2012-18: Henrik Zetterberg 

The prelude: Again, a lengthy apprenticeship, as Zetterberg was drafted 
in the seventh round (No. 210 overall) in 1999, played in Sweden until he 
joined the Wings at 22 in 2002-03. That year, he scored 22 goals in 79 
games, made the All-Rookie team and finished, yep, second in Calder 
voting (behind St. Louis defenseman Barret Jackman). Over the first nine 
seasons of his career, he scored 252 goals, had 372 assists in 668 
games and won the Conn Smythe during the Wings’ 2008 Cup run. 
Again, not a terribly difficult choice for head coach Mike Babcock and 
general manager Ken Holland, even if it did have to wait until a 113-day 
lockout was settled, pushing back the start of the season to Jan. 19, 
2013. 

As captain: This time, the Wings didn’t wait until opening night; they 
made it official at a Jan. 15 news conference, four days before the 
season opener in St. Louis. Wings past and present, from Yzerman to 
Pavel Datsyuk, chimed in about how Zetterberg was the perfect choice. 
Babcock, in his own way, was clear on what he appreciated about the 
32-year-old: “He doesn't mind getting mad at me one bit," Babcock said. 
"He's just not shy about what he thinks. We've had a relationship like 
that, I think, for a long time.” 

On the ice, meanwhile, the shortened schedule limited Zetterberg to 11 
goals and 37 assists in 46 games (though he received votes for all the 
major awards). Overall, in six seasons as captain, Zetterberg had 85 
goals and 251 assists in 414 games. Perhaps most impressively, he 
played in all 82 games in each of his final three seasons despite suffering 
from chronic back issues that became a serious problem at the 2014 
Sochi Olympics. His linemate in 2015-16, the first of those 82-game 
seasons? A rookie out of Waterford and the University of Michigan — 
Dylan Larkin. 
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Mickey Redmond, TV voice of Detroit Red Wings, was in life-altering 
trade 50 years ago 

 

Bill Dow |  Special to Detroit Free Press 

 

It’s hard to believe that a half century has passed since one of the Detroit 
Red Wings' beloved figures arrived in the Motor City. 

Mired at the bottom of the Eastern Division at the beginning of what 
became known as the “Dead Wings Era,” the Red Wings rocked the 
hockey world on Jan. 13, 1971. Newly anointed general manager Ned 
Harkness dealt high-scoring left winger Frank Mahovlich to Montreal for 
promising right winger Mickey Redmond and centers Billy Collins and 
Guy Charron. 

SEASON PREVIEW: Why the Wings, in mid-rebuild, shouldn't be nearly 
as bad as last year 

With the trade, Harkness split up one of the most potent lines in NHL 
history: Hall of Famers Mahovlich, Gordie Howe and Alex Delvecchio. 
Mahovlich, scored 87 goals the previous two seasons. 

Redmond was informed of the trade by Montreal coach Al MacNeil at an 
airport bookstore. 

“I was disappointed and upset with the deal at the time, but all things 
happen for a reason,” said Redmond, preparing for his 35th consecutive 
season as a TV color commentator for the Red Wings. “The deal worked 
out for Montreal because they won the cup with Frank, but here I am 50 
years later with the Wings on a ride that has been incredibly great. And 
as a player, the trade helped me spread my wings, no pun intended.” 

And spread his wings he did. 

He joined the Wings, at age 24, already a two-time Stanley Cup 
champion with the Montreal Canadiens. As a speedy skater with an 
incredibly hard wrist shot and a remarkable and seemingly natural ability 
to find the net, in his first three full seasons in Detroit, Redmond scored 
145 goals while becoming one of the game’s greatest marksman. 

[ Wings enter into partnership with sportsbook operator PointsBet ] 

“I was not particularly in favor of most of anything Ned Harkness did and 
losing Mahovlich was one of them,” said Bruce Martyn, the former 
longtime Red Wings radio announcer. “But Mickey became one of the 
great ones, and one of the better scorers I had ever seen.” 

After netting 42 goals in his first full Detroit season, he became the first 
Red Wing to net 50 goals and the third player in history behind Bobby 
Hull and Phil Esposito to have back-to-back 50 goal seasons when he 
scored 52 in 1972-73 and 51 in ’73-’74. 

“I was very fortunate to have great centers, Alex Delvecchio, Bill 
Hogaboam, and on the power play, Marcel Dionne," Redmond said. 
“Having centers like that feeding you is really the key to your success. 
Getting the chances is one thing, and they gave it to me, but then you 
have to being able to finish it.” 

As the son of May and Eddie Redmond, captain of the 1958 amateur 
world champion Canadian team, and the older brother of Dick, who 
played 13 years in the NHL, Mickey constantly played road hockey on 
the icy streets of Peterborough, Ontario, and as a 12-year-old served as 
a stick boy for the Petes, his hometown’s Junior A team. 

“Scotty Bowman was the coach and every game he paid me $2.00 and 
gave me a stick,” says Redmond. “That was like a bar of gold.” 
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[ Evgeny Svechnikov goes unclaimed on waivers, stays with Red Wings ] 

By age 15, Redmond was playing for the Petes where he starred for four 
seasons before cracking Montreal’s lineup in 1967. 

“I had a tremendous opportunity as a rookie to learn from Jean Beliveau, 
Henri Richard, Yvan Cournoyer, John Ferguson and others,” Redmond 
said. “And then later to play with Gordie, Alex, Gary Bergman, Nick Libett 
and that bunch was really special.” 

Although Redmond had perfected his wrist shot under his dad’s tutelage 
through hours and years of constant target shooting with a weighted 
puck, he credits a tip from the game’s greatest player for a big part of his 
success. 

“In my first year in Detroit, (Howe) pulled me aside at practice while we 
were 20 feet from the net and pointed out that as right-handed shooters 
the ideal place to shoot the puck was up high into the little triangle right 
near the left shoulder of a left gloved goalie. He said, ‘the way you shoot 
the puck, if you put it there, he’s not going to stop it.’ I still give that 
advice to kids today.”   

On his way to what many believe would have been a Hall of Fame 
career, Redmond began having severe pain in his back and right leg in 
November 1974. A month later, he was lost for the season after surgery 
for a ruptured disc. He tried to play the following season and scored 11 
goals by February, but team management thought Redmond didn't want 
to play for the Wings. After he was suspended, and then placed on 
waivers, he quickly retired from the game at just 28. 

“What was said was very disappointing,” Redmond said. “I had 
permanently lost strength in my right leg and the ability to cut in on 
people. That changed the whole game for me. The hardest part was to 
realize that I couldn’t compete at the level I once did and should have.” 

“The Wings at the time were dysfunctional under the (owner) Bruce 
Norris and Harkness regime and there were a lot of holes in the system. 
It just fell apart and set the organization back big time.” 

Redmond was lost for a couple of years as what his next move would be 
and while experiencing the lowest period of his life. 

An attempted comeback in 1979 with Glen Falls didn’t last two weeks, 
but soon an opportunity would lead to a highly successful broadcasting 
career, now in its 42nd year. 

“An attorney friend asked me if I would ever consider doing Red Wings 
television color commentary, so I ended up working 15 games for the ON 
cable television network in the 1979-’80 season,” Redmond said. “They 
just stuck a microphone in my hand and I had no training, but those 
games allowed me to learn from my mistakes.” 

SEASON PREVIEW: Why the Wings, in mid-rebuild, shouldn't be nearly 
as bad as last year 

Ralph Mellanby, then the executive producer for CBC's "Hockey Night in 
Canada," hired Redmond after telling him, ‘‘you’ve got some rough edges 
but I think you’ve got potential.” 

“The best advice I received came from Ralph when he told me, “Mickey, 
it’s TV, everyone can see what happened, we need you to tell us why it 
happened, so give some intricate details.’ I was very fortunate to have 
had the chance to work there with the likes of Danny Gallivan, Dave 
Hodge, Bob Cole, Dick Irvin and that crew,” said Redmond, who received 
the Hockey Hall of Fame’s Foster Hewitt Memorial Award for his 
outstanding contributions to broadcasting and hockey in 2011. 

After a five-year stint with CBC, Redmond was lured back to Detroit in 
1986, where he became a fan favorite again. 

Viewers have not only appreciated his informative insights, they also 
have grown to love Redmond’s often spontaneous sayings such as 
“bingo-bango," “this is no place for a nervous person” and “he hit ‘em with 
a B.C. two-hander.” 

“This is an entertainment business, and I guess I have a wee bit of Irish 
blarney in me.  A lot of those sayings are from when we were kids 
playing road hockey,” Redmond said. 

Despite being a lung cancer survivor and an ongoing battle with Celiac 
Disease, an intestinal disorder related to an intolerance to gluten that 
requires a special diet and which led to his decision to stop working some 
road games, Redmond, now 73, has no plans of retiring. 

“I’m a hockey lifer and I love what I do because it’s the greatest game in 
the world,” says Redmond. “It has been a most incredible journey in 
Detroit and it’s difficult to come up with the right words to express how 
appreciative I am to the Ilitch family and Red Wing fans for their support 
all these years. Thank God for that trade, because everything I have 
today probably would not happened but for it.” 

On becoming a top goal scorer 

“You have to look for the goaltender’s vulnerability and weaknesses. I 
don’t see players working today on goal scoring. A lot of the goaltenders 
are down and to me if you can hit that top corner you are going to score a 
lot more. My dad taught me to pull it and snap it. When you pull the puck 
it does something to the goalie and it makes him move. When I played 
most of them were standup up goalies and the masks were tight to the 
face and they still didn’t want to get hit there. When a goalie is moving his 
body upward because he doesn’t want to get hit in the face he can’t 
move his legs sideways. Sometimes I would often waste a few high and 
then go low. Back then a lot of the centerman would come through center 
without a ton of speed and the defense was not backing up quickly. So 
they are half asleep and then I would come flying in from behind and 
boom you’re catching people. “ 

On playing at Olympia Stadium 

“The ice at Olympia was very good, it was like Northern Canada ice, very 
hard. Alex Delvecchio knew exactly what spot on those end boards 
where he could send the puck. It would come off towards the face off dot 
and within inches not towards the goalie.  I would scream down the right 
side to that spot where the puck comes back and I was in a perfect 
position to try and score.” 

On his love for the game 

“Every time they drop the puck the script is different and its made up on 
the fly which is so wonderful. It doesn’t bore you because there’s different 
things happening at light speed and that it what is so exciting and 
entertaining. That’s why it’s the greatest game in the world.” 

On his color commentary philosophy 

“It’s very important from a credibility stand point to call it like it is but to be 
as fair as possible for everyone involved. You can’t ignore a bad play, but 
there’s a way to do it without cutting a guy a new rear end. All of us who 
have played have all made the same mistakes 100 times over. I think it’s 
important that people don’t think you’re a 100% homer covering things 
up. As for my so called “Mickeyisms”, they are just spontaneous and it 
comes from my enthusiasm and I think people enjoy it. We are there to 
entertain people and if we can get people smiling, and laughing and 
feeling good it gives people an outlet for a short period of time away from 
a lot of the negative stuff going on in our world.” 

The Red Wings this season 

“When you have been the worst defensive team and the least scoring 
team you have to improve and we will in both departments. The new 
veteran players like Mark Staal and Bobby Ryan will help our young 
corps on and off the ice.  We will be in games longer that will bode well 
for all they guys under 25 like Larkin, Mantha, Zadina, Hronek who are 
still feeling their way around the NHL and who haven’t had a lot of 
success. I know watching what Steve Yzerman did in Tampa Bay with 
the people he developed will happen here too. We are in a rebuild and 
the bottom line is it’s never easy. We will regain the stature and culture of 
what the Detroit Red Wings should be as an Original Six team.” 

On his years of supporting charities 
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“When I played, we did hospital visits for kids with cancer and I had a 
very difficult time handling that so I cut back. Over time I came to 
understand that any of us who are in a position to help make a difference 
really have to do it. I get it now. I like to help out organizations like the 
Jamie Daniels Foundation, and the Ted Lindsay Foundation, and I still 
enjoy playing when I can for the Detroit Red Wing Alumni team that has 
raised millions for charities since 1959. The fans at those charity games 
always say ‘it is so great to have you here, thank you’, but I always say, 
‘thank you, you don’t know how good it makes us feel to be able to help 
make a difference.’” 
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Five predictions for the 2021 Red Wings: They'll be better than last 
season, right? 

 

TED KULFAN  | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — At long last, hockey fans can rejoice. 

If you're a Red Wings fan, you haven't been able to watch your team play 
for about 10 months because of the pandemic. 

The NHL returned to play in the summer and complete the season, but 
the Red Wings — who had the league's worst record — weren't included. 

The normal start of training camp in September passed and there was no 
hockey. 

The holidays rolled in and there was no hockey. 

Finally, the NHL is back. And the Red Wings are too, with renewed hope 
for the season. 

New faces, a new captain (Dylan Larkin) that everyone expected to be 
captain, and the hope that a blend of new veterans and young players 
maturing into NHL players will mesh to produce more wins than last 
season. 

This will be a different type of season. 

It'll be a shortened 56-game season, with the Wings playing only the 
seven other teams in their realigned Central Division. 

With all that in mind, here are five fearless predictions on what'll take 
place. 

The Wings will be better (but not by a lot) 

Let's take one more grisly look at last season. 

The Red Wings had a record of 17-49-5, which is a win percentage of 
.275. 

In this day and age of professional sports, those are difficult numbers to 
attain. 

The Red Wings will not be that bad this season. They can't be. 

And won't be, because they are improved, with more NHL-quality talent 
on the roster than there was last season. 

The team defense, which was a specific problem a year ago, should be 
significantly improved. The goaltending is expected to be more 
consistent. 

If the Wings can develop more secondary scoring beyond the first line, 
that would dramatically help the overall situation. 

This newly formed Central Division is going to be difficult, but there are a 
few teams (Columbus, Nashville, Florida) that do have issues, and the 
Wings should be able to secure some victories at those teams' expense. 

And, there are the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Chicago didn't appear particularly great heading into this season, but 
several key injuries (but most notably star forward Jonathan Toews and 
promising young center Kirby Dach) leave the Blackhawks looking slim 
on proven talent up front, and lacking in players who can produce 
offense. 

The Chicago roster, taken as a whole, looks weaker than the Wings right 
now. 

The prediction here is the Wings finish a few points higher than Chicago 
— although both will be among the worst teams in the NHL. 

Anthony Mantha will have a big season 

With this disclaimer: If Mantha stays healthy. 

That's the only thing that has kept Mantha from having big, big offensive 
seasons in the past. He's always gotten hurt, mainly in fights. 

If Mantha can stay away from the injuries, he seems primed for a 
breakout season. 

There's the new, long-term contract signed in the offseason, so security 
is a major plus. There's the confidence of playing on a line with Larkin 
and Tyler Bertuzzi that appears to be getting better all the time.  

And, simply, it's the right time for Mantha to make an impact in the NHL, 
given where he is in his career. He appears ready to make a major push, 
and he has all the physical attributes to be among the best in the NHL. 

The timing certainly seems right for Mantha to have a huge offensive 
season. 

The defense will be better 

As a position group, and the team overall, the defense should be better. 

The Wings allowed a staggering 267 goals, with a goal differential of 
minus-122. That is unheard of, and it was because of too many players 
who were marginal NHL players, or past their prime. 

The defense has been upgraded significantly with the acquisitions of 
Marc Staal, Troy Stecher and Jon Merrill. The three defensemen aren't 
stars, aren't going to turn a losing team singlehandedly into winners, but 
they will help a team become more respectable and eliminate many 
mistakes. 

Among the forwards, too, getting players such as Vladislav Namestnikov, 
Bobby Ryan and Sam Gagner (late last season) should mean better 
attention to detail and less glaring defensive miscues. 

It's a professional lineup. Opponents, simply put, shouldn't have an easy 
time scoring goals against the Red Wings as they did a year ago. 

But offense will remain an issue 

The Wings could have problems scoring goals, still. 

A lot depend on whether Robby Fabbri becomes an adequate, effective 
center who can create offense and provide a dangerous second line 
behind Larkin's line. 

Fabbri appeared to be developing chemistry with Filip Zadina during 
training camp, which is a positive sign. 

Zadina, also, is an important figure. If he can show glimpses of the 
offensive potential he has, it would be a major plus for the Wings. 

Ryan, signed as a free agent, was hurt for a portion of training camp, 
which could limit his availability early in the regular season. 
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The pieces are there, but too many gnawing questions to assume the 
Wings are going to erase their offensive woes quickly and positively. 

The trade deadline will be interesting 

It will be, because the Wings have a staggering 10 unrestricted free 
agents heading into the summer, meaning general manager Steve 
Yzerman has an incredible opportunity to totally reshape the roster going 
forward, creating room for incoming prospects, and collect a bevy of draft 
picks in the process. 

This particular trade deadline could be a doozy, as to who stays and who 
goes. 

Hurricanes at Red Wings 

► Faceoff: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Little Ceasars Arena, Detroit. 

► TV/radio: Fox Sports Detroit/97.1 FM 

► Outlook:  The long-awaited season-opener for both teams. ...The 
Wings are likely to be without F's Bobby Ryan and Darren Helm (both 
unfit to play), though Ryan did take part in Wednesday's practice. ... 
Carolina won the Qualifying Round in the Return To Play last summer, 
and has big expectations heading into this season. 
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Steve Yzerman wants 'improvement' out of his Red Wings team 

 

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — General manager Steve Yzerman had a simple response to 
the question. 

When asked about what will Yzerman be looking for regarding this 
season, Yzerman was direct to the point, but basic. 

“As simple as I can put it, I’m just looking for improvement,” Yzerman 
said. 

The Red Wings had the NHL’s worst record last season and struggled 
mightily all season. 

So Yzerman, during this long, pandemic-driven offseason, went to work 
acquiring or signing veteran free agents to short-term deals, to improve 
the roster and enable young players to continue maturing. 

It’s the young players Yzerman will keep a specific eye on. 

“As a team, we want to be better,” Yzerman said. “Certainly we’re 
expecting our younger players to be improved. They’re a year more 
mature and experienced and hopefully stronger and explosive and a little 
better conditioned. 

“Again, we just want to see improvement. We’re trying to progress and if 
we can be better in every area, I don’t know what our point total will be or 
where we’ll finish in the standings, but throughout the whole organization 
we’re looking at improvement.” 

Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman talks about naming Dylan Larkin the 
captain of the team on the eve of the season opener against the 
Hurricanes. 

And that doesn’t necessarily mean, Yzerman said, just the Wings’ NHL 
roster. But also prospects and draft picks just starting out in the Wings' 
organization. 

“What people see, the fans, are the Detroit Red Wings on the ice, and we 
want that group to be better,” Yzerman said. “But we’re hoping our kids in 

the minors are getting better, we’re hoping everyone gets better, as we 
inch closer and we become more competitive. 

“Regardless of whether they’re in Detroit or Grand Rapids, or wherever 
they’re playing, I want see us be a little better and have more optimism 
we’re getting closer by the end of the season.” 

Yzerman doesn’t have a firm plan for the taxi squad this season, a newly-
formed NHL idea for this pandemic ravaged season of six extra players 
who’ll practice and travel with the team. 

But Yzerman surely doesn’t want any players in that group not playing. 

“I don’t want anyone sitting on the taxi squad all season long,” Yzerman 
said. “The fact our minor-league team is in the state of Michigan (Grand 
Rapids) and relatively close by gives us a little more flexibility of how we 
use the taxi squad. 

“But ultimately I don’t want these young guys who don’t need waivers, I 
don’t want them not playing. Whoever it is, young or veteran player, I’m 
not sure how long I want to keep them on it (taxi squad) if they can’t go 
up to the NHL. Maybe we move them to Grand Rapids just to play.” 

Yzerman also talked about how difficult amateur scouting is this hockey 
season. 

The Swedish junior league has suspended its season, and in North 
America, few junior leagues have even begun their schedules. 

“There are obviously challenges this year as some kids aren’t even 
playing,” Yzerman said. “Scouting for the draft, it’s going to be hard, and 
if these leagues get up and running, there will be shortened schedules. If 
we do the draft in June, it’s going to be a real challenge because you 
have limited viewings on players and evaluating players that have played 
24 games. 

“I’m not sure how it will play out this year for the draft. Maybe we should 
consider doing the draft at a different time (later in the year).” 

Helm, Djoos out 

Red Wings Darren Helm and newly acquired Christian Djoos are among 
the NHL players unavailable to play or practice in accordance with the 
NHL's COVID-19 protocols. 

The league released the full list on its opening night and will continue to 
do so on a daily basis for the rest of the season. 

Players can be unavailable due to COVID-19 protocols as a result of a 
number of factors, including: an initial positive test, which remains 
unconfirmed pending another result, mandated isolation for symptomatic 
individuals, required quarantine as a high-risk close contact, isolation 
based on a confirmed positive test result and/or quarantine for travel or 
other reasons. 

Helm has been unavailable the duration of the nearly two-week training 
camp, while Djoos, claimed on waivers Saturday from Anaheim, has yet 
to practice with the team. 
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'I can't be more honored': Red Wings name Dylan Larkin captain 

 

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News 

 

The Detroit Red Wings on Wednesday named center Dylan Larkin the 
37th captain in the franchise's history. 
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Larkin, 24, is entering his sixth season in Detroit. A Waterford native and 
former Michigan standout, Larkin becomes the first Michigander to be 
named captain of the team. 

"It's hard to put into words," Larkin said in a Zoom session with media 
after Wednesday's practice. "I understand the significance of this role. 
I've seen it, been around it, I've been a fan and been to games. I can't be 
more honored. 

"I try to be myself every day and I have a great support system. It doesn't 
stop here. I don't change who I am. It means so much to me." 

Centers Luke Glendening and Frans Nielsen will serve as alternate 
captains for the 2020-21 season. 

Larkin met with general manager Steve Yzerman — obviously himself a 
legendary Wings captain — Tuesday and gladly accepted the role of 
captain. 

"It was special," said Larkin of the meeting. "I didn't need a big 
announcement or anything like that. Steve asked me whether I was 
willing to take on the responsibility and I said 'absolutely.' 

"He said he wasn't big on giving guys advice, but said not to put too 
much pressure on myself and not change who you are because of your 
role on the team." 

Competitive. Driven. Dedicated. 

Our captain. pic.twitter.com/p4NZonVzAP 

— Detroit Red Wings (@DetroitRedWings) January 13, 2021 

Larkin called his brother, Colin, with the news after the meeting with 
Yzerman, and told his parents Kevin and Denise on Tuesday night, 
personally, driving to their house. 

Larkin said he waited to give his parents the information last because 
Dad might leak the news in his excitement. 

"It was very special," Larkin said. "I wanted to tell them in person. Dad 
would have leaked the news yesterday. They were very proud and it was 
just one of the more special times in my career to tell them and big them 
a big hug." 

Larkin has served as an alternate captain for the Red Wings since 2018-
19.  No one has worn the 'C' since Henrik Zetterberg retired in 2018 due 
to injury. 

Larkin spoke respectfully of the impact Zetterberg had on Larkin's 
entrance into the NHL. 

"Henrik was the ultimate captain to me," Larkin said. "He did everything. 
He kept his emotions in check and whatever was going on in the locker 
room, he had his thumb on it and handled everything like a captain 
should, pulling guys aside and having a mature conversation. The way 
he carried himself, all the guys respected him as great as anyone I've 
seen. 

"He was beloved in our locker room." 

Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman talks about naming Dylan Larkin the 
captain of the team on the eve of the season opener against the 
Hurricanes. 

Larkin becomes only the second American to be named captain of the 
Wings, since Reed Larson (Minneapolis) in 1982-83. 

Larkin's career has been exclusively linked to the state of Michigan, 
playing his youth hockey in the Lakeland Hockey Association and with 
Belle Tire AAA Hockey, before spending two seasons with the Plymouth 
Township-based U.S. National Team Development Program (2012-14), 
one season at the University of Michigan (2014-15) and debuting 
professionally with the American Hockey League's Grand Rapids Griffins 
during the team's postseason run in 2014-15 prior to making the Red 
Wings as a 19-year-old in 2015-16. 

“He’s a really good person. He’s a mature young man, responsible, he 
cares,” Yzerman said. “We feel with our team, the age he’s at, where we 
are as an organization, his maturity as a hockey player, he has a lot of 
attributes that make him a natural leader and perfect fit for us as our 
captain. 

 “I strongly believe he represents our organization extremely well. He’s 
extremely proud to be a part of the Red Wings organization and has a 
burning desire to be successful here.” 

Larkin has appeared in 389 games with the team since 2015-16, totaling 
266 points (107 goals) and 246 penalty minutes. 

Coach Jeff Blashill, Larkin's only coach at the professional level, felt it 
was the right move at the right time. 

"In order to lead people you have to have the respect of the people 
you're leading and he has the respect of every person in that room - 
players, coaches, staff, because of his work ethic and inner drive, 
competitiveness, how much he wants this organization to get back to the 
top," Blashill said. 

Blashill has also coached Larkin three times at the  men's world 
championships, and watched as Larkin's leadership has expanded on 
that stage. 

"He's learned from great leaders, but ultimately who he is is why he's the 
right guy to be captain of this hockey team," Blashill said. 

Larkin talked about the "tough" conversations he's had with Blashill over 
the years, and how those talks have helped Larkin evolve and develop 
into the person he's become. 

"Blash has been very good to me, we have a great relationship," Larkin 
said. "I've had in my career more 'hard' talks than 'good' talks but there's 
a great deal of respect. He has the best interests of the team and now we 
can work together to turn things around." 

In all, Wednesday's announcement of Larkin's captaincy was an 
exclamation point to a lifelong passion with the organization. 

"Being in school, my favorite time of the year was the playoffs because 
we got to wear jerseys and we'd get extra credit for wearing Wings' gear 
to school," Larkin said. "In 2002 I got to miss school to come to the 
(Stanley Cup) parade on Woodward.  Just special things like that. It was 
very special, knowing the history and what it means to my family, and 
friends who are fans. 

"It's special and it means a lot to me." 

Red Wings captains 

► 1926-27 - Art Duncan 

► 1927-30 - Reg Noble (three seasons) 

► 1930-31 - George Hay 

► 1931-32 - Carson Cooper 

► 1932-33 - Larry Aurie 

► 1933-34 - Herbie Lewis 

► 1934-35 - Ebbie Goodfellow 

► 1935-38 - Doug Young (three seasons) 

► 1938-41 - Ebbie Goodfellow (three seasons)  

► 1941-42 - Ebbie Goodfellow, Syd Howe 

► 1942-43 - Sid Abel 

► 1943-44 - Mud Bruneteau, Bill Hollett  

► 1944-45 - Bill Hollett 

► 1945-46 - Bill Hollett, Sid Abel 
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► 1946-52 - Sid Abel (six seasons) 

► 1952-56 - Ted Lindsay (four seasons) 

► 1956-58 - Red Kelly (two seasons) 

► 1958-62 - Gordie Howe (four seasons) 

► 1962-73 - Alex Delvecchio (11 seasons) 

► 1973-74 - Alex Delvecchio, Nick Libett, Red Berenson, Gary Bergman, 
Ted Harris, Mickey Redmond, Larry Johnston 

► 1974-75 - Marcel Dionne 

► 1975-76 - Danny Grant, Terry Harper 

► 1976-77 - Danny Grant, Dennis Polonich 

► 1977-78 - Dan Maloney, Dennis Hextall 

► 1978-79 - Dennis Hextall, Nick Libett, Paul Woods 

► 1979-80 - Dale McCourt 

► 1980-81 - Errol Thompson, Reed Larson 

► 1981-82 - Reed Larson 

► 1982-86 - Danny Gare (four seasons) 

► 1986-06 - Steve Yzerman (19 seasons) 

► 2006-12 - Nicklas Lidstrom (six seasons) 

► 2012-18 - Henrik Zetterberg (six seasons) 

► 2020-pres. - Dylan Larkin 
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Red Wings new captain Dylan Larkin ready to lead team, represent city 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

Steve Yzerman met with Dylan Larkin Tuesday to inform him he would 
be the Detroit Red Wings new captain. Larkin then walked into the 
dressing room before practice Wednesday and for the first time saw his 
jersey with a C on the front. 

“It was a pretty special feeling,” Larkin said. 

Born and raised in Michigan, having played his entire youth, amateur and 
pro career in the state, a lifelong Red Wings fan, Larkin understands the 
significance of wearing that letter in this city. 

“I couldn’t be more honored to wear this letter and represent not only my 
current teammates but my past teammates and future teammates,” 
Larkin said. “I’ll try my best to be a leader every day on and off the ice for 
my teammates and for the city.” 

Larkin, 24, is only the fourth Red Wing to have that honor in the past 35 
years, following some of the game’s all-time greats in Yzerman, Nicklas 
Lidstrom and Henrik Zetterberg. 

He began his media Zoom call by thanking many, including the Ilitch 
family, Yzerman, coach Jeff Blashill, the entire staff, teammates past and 
present, former general manager Ken Holland, numerous family 
members and fans. 

“I couldn’t have ever dreamed it to be like this,” Larkin said. “But I’ll just 
try to be myself every day. I have great teammates that allow me to do 

that. It doesn’t change necessarily who I am, just makes me be more 
responsible and allows me to voice my opinion to the guys.” 

Larkin was destined to be the next captain after Zetterberg retired in 
2018, but the Red Wings went with only alternates for two seasons until 
they felt the time was right. Yzerman, the longest-serving captain in NHL 
history (22 seasons) who is entering his second season as the team’s 
GM, asked Larkin if he were willing to assume the responsibility. 

“He felt I was ready, and I feel like I’m ready,” Larkin said. “It was a great 
feeling when he asked and we kind of both smiled through the masks.” 

Yzerman told Larkin not to put too much pressure on himself and not to 
change who he is just because of the letter. 

“Hearing that was great, it meant a lot,” Larkin said. “He’s one of the best 
to ever wear a C. I feel very comfortable with our relationship and how he 
feels about me as a player and person, and I’m very honored that he 
looks at me as a person that can wear the C for the Detroit Red Wings.” 

After speaking with Yzerman, Larkin told his girlfriend and his brother. 
They drove to his parents’ home to deliver the news. 

“I waited until they were both home from work last night,” Larkin said. 
“They were very proud. It was one of the more special moments of my 
career, being able to tell them in person and give them a big hug.” 

Larkin learned a lot from playing with Zetterberg for three seasons. 

“Henrik was the ultimate captain,” Larkin said. “He did everything the 
right way. He showed up every day, he never got too high or too low, he 
kept his emotions in check. Whatever was going on in the locker room, 
he had his thumb on it. He knew everything going on with the guys. He 
handled it like a captain should. He never really spoke out unless he 
absolutely had to. He pulled guys aside and (would) have a mature 
conversation. The way he carried himself … all the guys respected him 
as (much) as I’ve seen anyone respected. I know respect is earned and 
you have to have time to build it, but I hope one day people can respect 
me like they respected Henrik Zetterberg.” 

Larkin and Zetterberg have kept in touch. Larkin reached out when the 
team was experiencing one of its worst seasons in 2019-20. 

“It was a tough year. Just to hear his perspective as a leader, a person, a 
hockey player, was incredible,” Larkin said. “I plan to count on him many 
times in my career. I just couldn’t thank him enough for the person he is 
and how he’s kind of handed a good torch to me.” 

Another Red Wings legend and former captain, the late Ted Lindsay, was 
a tremendous influence. 

“I’ll never forget him coming to the locker room and walking around with a 
shirt and tie and shaking everyone’s hands, someone who is respected, 
not only in our locker room but in our game,” Larkin said. “Just a first-
class human being and someone who would help anyone in any way, 
done so much with his foundation.” 

Larkin spoke extensively about Blashill, the only NHL coach he has 
played for as they both enter their sixth season. 

“We’ve had in my career probably more hard talks than good talks but 
there’s a great deal of respect,” Larkin said. “Sometimes he says things I 
don’t like; he has the best interest of the team and now we can work 
together in trying to turn this thing around.” 

Blashill said the hard conversations came during Larkin’s second season. 

“Year 1, lots went right for him early,” Blashill said. “Year 2 was a hard 
year for him, his least productive year. Some of that was habits he had to 
change. Even in those moments, you could tell he was reflecting on it 
after the conversations. He didn’t always necessarily agree, but he 
understood where I was coming from was to help him.” 

Blashill said many in the organization began to recognize Larkin as 
captain well before it become official. 
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“In order to lead people, you have to have respect of those you’re leading 
and there is zero doubt that Dylan has the respect of every person in that 
room -- players, coaches, staff -- because of his work ethic,” Blashill said. 
“He’s got an incredible inner drive, competitiveness, how much he wants 
to win, how much he wants this organization to get back to the top, his 
care for others, how he treats people. 

“He has always had those leadership attributes, but you never want 
anyone to get that opportunity too early, until he’s had that chance to 
really learn. He’s learned from some great leaders. 

“He’s the type of person you want to go to battle with against other 
teams, he’s the type of person you want to be around on a daily basis, 
he’s the type of person you want your kids to be around.” 
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Dylan Larkin named Detroit Red Wings captain 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

The long-awaited appointment of Dylan Larkin as captain of the Detroit 
Red Wings was made official Wednesday. 

The 24-year-old center from Waterford, Mich., drafted 15th overall in 
2014, was named the 37th captain in franchise history, only the fourth in 
the past 35 seasons. He will be the first Red Wing to wear the “C” since 
Henrik Zetterberg in 2017-18. 

“Dylan is an extremely competitive and driven player who sets the 
standard for dedication and conduct for the Red Wings,” Red Wings 
general manager Steve Yzerman said in a statement. “This is the right 
time to name our new captain and we’re certain Dylan is ready to take on 
the responsibility. He will be an outstanding leader for us, both on and off 
the ice.” 

Many anticipated this announcement prior to the 2019-20 season, but 
Yzerman wanted to wait a year to get more familiar with the team before 
selecting a captain. 

Larkin has served as an alternate captain the past two seasons. Heading 
into his sixth NHL season, he was the obvious choice to be elevated. 

“Dylan is a great person and he’s got great attributes that winners always 
have,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said last week. “He’s highly 
competitive every day. He works extraordinarily hard. He’s got that inner 
drive it takes to be elite at any level.” 

When Larkin joined the Red Wings in 2015-16 following one season at 
the University of Michigan, fellow U-M alum Luke Glendening took him 
under his wing. 

“I think he was a mature kid for his age at that time. I think he’s continued 
to grow,” Glendening said. “I think he’s taken more onus every single 
year on what happens, not only for himself but for this team. He stood in 
front of the media every single night last year trying to explain what was 
going on and I thought he did it with poise and grace and I think that’s a 
testament to who he is.” 

The Red Wings’ past three captains include two Hockey Hall-of-Famers 
and another one who might be enshrined in the future. 

Yzerman is the longest-serving captain in NHL history (1986-87 to 2005-
06). Nicklas Lidstrom then wore the “C” the next six seasons until his 
retirement in 2012. Zetterberg served in that capacity for six seasons 
before he retired in 2018. 

Yzerman’s talks with Larkin have helped prepare him for this role. 

“My conversations with Steve since he’s come back to the Red Wings 
have always been about being a good teammate, being a good 
professional,” Larkin said last weekend. “Someone that’s proud of being 
a Red Wing, proud of coming to the rink every day, doing it right, doing it 
right on the ice, being in the gym, working hard. 

“So, for me, just buying into that, it’s not something that’s hard to do, it’s 
something that past leaders I’ve been around in this locker room have 
done. I’ve tried to bring that every day.” 

Glendening, Frans Nielsen and Justin Abdelkader, who was bought out 
in October, were the team’s other alternate captains in 2019-20. 
Glendening and Nielsen will continue to serve as alternate captains. 

Larkin said there are many leaders in the room. 

“Part of being an NHL player is you’ve been a leader at some point in 
your career and I see that from the new guys, like Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Anthony Mantha and Fil Hronek,” Larkin said. 

“The word ‘culture’ gets thrown around a lot, but there is such a deep 
culture here where you show up to the rink every day, you do the right 
things, and you show up and play. You’re very proud to put that jersey 
on.” 

Larkin has led the team in scoring in each of the past three seasons. He 
believes he can do more. 

“I want to be a great player in this league,” Larkin said. “I want our team 
to be a great team that’s respected and back in contention for the Stanley 
Cup every year. Ultimately, I’m looking to the next step in my career to 
become the go-to guy on this hockey team.” 
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10 questions Red Wings face heading into 2021 season 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

A shorter and compressed season, temporarily different divisional 
alignments, and the potential of COVID-19 wreaking havoc with rosters 
and schedules makes for a potentially wild and unpredictable NHL 
season. 

The Detroit Red Wings will have a different look after overhauling one-
third of their roster following a historically bad 2019-20 season. 

This rebuilding club remains at least one season away from playoff 
contention, but it should show marked improvement. 

Here are 10 questions facing the Red Wings as they start the 2021 
season: 

How will Red Wings fare in temporarily realigned Central Division? 

Had divisions remained the same, the Red Wings would have many 
games against non-playoff teams Ottawa and Buffalo. Instead, all 56 of 
their games are against 2020 playoff clubs. Maybe the Red Wings can 
pass rebuilding Chicago, but even the Blackhawks, who upset Edmonton 
in the preliminary round, finished with 33 more points than Detroit. In 
addition to Atlantic Division rivals Tampa Bay, the defending Stanley Cup 
champion, and Florida, the Red Wings must contend with Cup Final 
runner-up Dallas, up-and-coming Carolina, preliminary round winner 
Columbus and Nashville, facing each club eight times. Odds are, the Red 
Wings will finish last. 

Which players are poised for the biggest breakthrough? 
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Two come to mind – Anthony Mantha and Filip Zadina. Mantha is coming 
into his prime at age 26 and has demonstrated his sniping ability for 
several years. Problem is, he has missed a lot of games with injuries, 
some of them the result of fights or altercations the club prefers he 
avoids. A healthy Mantha will be a consistent scoring threat. Zadina 
showed progress last season in Detroit before suffering a fractured ankle. 
Following a good stint in the Czech Republic in the fall, he has looked 
more confident in camp while pursuing pucks and creating space to 
unleash his wicked shot. 

Will top line of Dylan Larkin, Anthony Mantha and Tyler Bertuzzi remain 
intact most of season? 

The line has been dominant the final few weeks in each of the past two 
seasons and excelled in training camp. Lack of scoring depth often has 
forced one of the trio to move to another line for more balance. If this unit 
remains intact it is a good sign that the Red Wings are getting secondary 
scoring from the likes of Robby Fabbri, Bobby Ryan, Filip Zadina, 
Vladislav Namestnikov, etc. 

Will Mathias Brome make a bigger impact than undrafted Europeans 
before him did? 

Brome began camp skating with players from Grand Rapids and ended it 
on the third line with Valtteri Filppula and Sam Gagner. Brome’s age (26) 
and experience (four seasons in Sweden’s top league) separate him from 
recent undrafted European free agents who could not transition to the 
NHL. It helps that the offensively skilled Brome, a strong skater with good 
hands, takes pride in being a two-way player. 

How much better will the defense be? 

The unit is much different and figures to be significantly better. Gone 
from the start of last season are Mike Green, Jonathan Ericsson, Trevor 
Daley and Madison Bowey. The Red Wings added Marc Staal, Troy 
Stecher and Jon Merrill and welcome back a healthy Danny DeKeyser, 
limited to eight games last season due to back surgery. They join Filip 
Hronek and Patrik Nemeth. Stecher skates the puck well; he and 
DeKeyser will improve the unit’s ability to get the puck out of the zone. 
Staal and Merrill provide some size and should be an upgrade from what 
the team had. 

Who will emerge as the No. 1 goaltender? 

The Red Wings were fortunate a deep pool of free-agent goalies enabled 
them to get Thomas Greiss, who has been solid in six of his past seven 
seasons. If Jonathan Bernier can continue playing like he did from mid-
December to the end of the season, the Red Wings will have a significant 
upgrade in net, leading to more wins. The club initially will lean toward a 
50-50 split. If one plays considerably better than the other, he will take 
the reins as No. 1. 

Which recent draft picks/prospects figure to contribute? 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, NHL teams will need a bigger pool of 
players than ever before, which is why a taxi squad is needed. For the 
Red Wings, several young players who have seen NHL action the past 
couple of seasons but have not secured permanent jobs will contribute. 
Michael Rasmussen, being groomed as their future second- or third-line 
center, could play right away as a replacement for Bobby Ryan (unfit to 
practice the past several days) at the net-front on the power play. Gustav 
Lindstrom appears to have moved ahead of Dennis Cholowski in the 
pecking order on defense. Lindstrom, a right shot, is more reliable 
defensively. Cholowski, a left shot, could work his way in because of his 
power-play ability, if he is not a liability defensively. The Red Wings are 
pleased with big forward Givani Smith’s determination to get to the net 
and tenacity down low in the hard areas. He played 21 NHL games last 
season and will be in the mix this year. After being waived (and clearing) 
this week, Evgeny Svechnikov does not appear to fit into the 
organization’s plans. But he can still resurrect his career by playing well 
in Grand Rapids or showing well in Detroit if needed due to 
injuries/COVID. 

Will former first-round picks Moritz Seider or Joe Veleno get a look this 
season? 

The Swedish Hockey League requires players on loan to remain there 
until season’s end (mid-to-late March). Seider, 19, should join the Red 
Wings after that and make his NHL debut. The No. 6 pick in 2019 has 
played well for Rogle BK (three goals, 14 assists in 24 games), using his 
6-4, 207-pound frame to assert himself physically. Veleno in all likelihood 
will join Grand Rapids after his stint with Malmo, where the center 
selected 30th in 2018 has been playing on the wing (nine goals, 14 
points in 27 games). 

Which players are likely to be traded by the deadline? 

The Red Wings have 10 players due to become unrestricted free agents 
after the season, so they could be busy leading up and on the April 12 
trade deadline. Marc Staal is a virtual certainty to be dealt. The Red 
Wings figure to seek assets (draft picks) for Darren Helm, Valtteri 
Filppula, Sam Gagner, Patrik Nemeth and Alex Biega as well, if there is 
interest. Luke Glendening has drawn interest from teams at recent 
deadlines, but the Red Wings value his versatility and leadership (why 
they named him an alternate captain last season) and might look to re-
sign him. Depending on their performance, interest in returning and cost, 
the club might also look to re-sign one or all of Jonathan Bernier, Bobby 
Ryan and Jon Merrill. 

What needs to happen for coach Jeff Blashill to return in 2021-22? 

General manager Steve Yzerman has steadfastly supported coach Jeff 
Blashill despite the team’s dreadful season, the fourth year in a row the 
Red Wings have missed the playoffs. Yzerman believes Blashill is a good 
coach who does not have a lot of talent at his disposal, and he is not 
evaluating him solely on the team’s record. Whether Blashill receives an 
extension after the season will depend largely on how younger players 
develop. But this roster is deeper, with more NHL-quality players, so the 
team must show some improvement. Much might also depend on 
whether Yzerman believes a better alternative for a rebuilding team is 
available at season’s end. 
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Detroit Red Wings set season-opening roster 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

The Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday set their season-opening roster at 22 
players, one under the limit, and placed six players on their taxi squad. 

The NHL season opens Wednesday with three games. The Red Wings 
start their 56-game schedule Thursday against the Carolina Hurricanes 
at Little Caesars Arena (7:30 p.m., Fox Sports Detroit). 

Here is the Red Wings’ season-opening 22-man roster: 

Forwards (13): Tyler Bertuzzi, Mathias Brome, Adam Erne, Robby 
Fabbri, Valtteri Filppula, Sam Gagner, Luke Glendening, Dylan Larkin, 
Anthony Mantha, Vladislav Namestnikov, Frans Nielsen, Bobby Ryan, 
Filip Zadina. 

Defensemen (7): Alex Biega, Danny DeKeyser, Filip Hronek, Jon Merrill, 
Patrik Nemeth, Marc Staal, Troy Stecher. 

Goaltenders (2): Jonathan Bernier, Thomas Greiss. 

Taxi squad (6): Forwards Michael Rasmussen and Givani Smith, 
defensemen Dennis Cholowski and Gustav Lindstrom and goaltenders 
Kevin Boyle and Calvin Pickard. 
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The Red Wings designated forward Darren Helm and defensemen 
Christian Djoos and Jared McIsaac as non-roster and released 
goaltender Pat Nagle from his professional tryout. 

The club assigned forwards Riley Barber, Kyle Criscuolo, Turner Elson, 
Taro Hirose, Chase Pearson, Evgeny Svechnikov and Dominic Turgeon, 
defensemen Joe Hicketts, Brian Lashoff and Dylan McIlrath and 
goaltender Kaden Fulcher to AHL Grand Rapids Griffins, who are 
expected to begin play in early February. 
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Michigan online gaming, sports betting on verge of launch 

 

By Ryan Zuke 

 

The wait for online casino gaming and sports betting in Michigan is 
almost over. 

Michigan Gaming Control Board executive director Richard Kalm said 
Tuesday morning during the board’s monthly meeting that an 
announcement regarding approved operators, such as DraftKings and 
FanDuel, could happen anytime between now and Jan. 19. 

“We’re very close,” Kalm said. “I wish I could give an exact day and time, 
but each day that changes. We’re gathering information daily.” 

Once the board gives the final approval, Kalm said there will be a four- or 
five-day period before platform providers can begin accepting wagers, 
which will allow for additional testing time before their applications go 
live. 

Only licensed casinos in Michigan — the 24 tribal casinos and three 
Detroit casinos – are allowed by law to offer online gaming and sports 
betting. Under Michigan’s 2019 sports betting law, wagers cannot be 
placed until at least one of the state’s commercial casinos and one of its 
tribal casinos earn their respective online wagering licenses. 

On Dec. 10, the MGCB approved provisional licenses for 15 platform 
providers, allowing them to launch their applications. However, bets 
cannot be placed until final approval is granted. 

DraftKings, which has partnered with Bay Mills Resort & Casino in 
Brimley, in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, expects to be one of the first 
platform providers to go live in Michigan. 

“We’ve been working really hard to be ready and we are ready to go as 
soon as the process is complete and the boxes are checked on the 
Michigan Gaming Control Board side,” Matt Kalish, DraftKings co-founder 
and president, told MLive last week. “We’re really excited to hopefully a 
wrap up that process pretty quickly and get in market and start going.” 

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed a bill in December 2019 to 
legalize sports betting and internet gambling, but it has been a long, 
painstaking process to receive rules approval and necessary legislative 
endorsement. 

In-person sports betting in Michigan launched on March 11 but was 
strained by the COVID-19 pandemic. Detroit casinos were forced to shut 
down on multiple occasions and have had to operate at reduced capacity 
when open. 

Michigan’s commercial casinos earned $18.3 million in revenue in 2020, 
according to a MGCB news release Tuesday. Overall, the three Detroit 
casinos reported about $639 million in aggregate revenue for 2020, down 
56% from 2019. But online gaming and sports betting could be an 
avenue for casinos to make up for substantial losses incurred in 2020 
while also generating millions in tax revenue for the state and Detroit. 

MichiganSharp.com projects that online casinos and sports betting could 
bring in $650 million in annual revenue for Michigan’s commercial and 
tribal casinos. 

“I think we’ll see upwards of 90% of sports betting handle come from 
mobile betting,” Geoff Fisk, an analyst for MichiganSharp.com, told MLive 
last month. “Online casino gaming will really take off as the industry 
matures and the online platforms add more games.” 

The minimum age for online gambling and sports betting is 21. 
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Red Wings name Waterford's Dylan Larkin as team captain 

 

By Jeff Kuehn 

 

Waterford native Dylan Larkin made history on Wednesday. 

In the long, storied history of the Red Wings, there has never been a 
player from the metro Detroit area recognized as the team captain. In 
fact, no Michigan native has ever been chosen to wear the “C” on the 
winged-wheel jersey and proudly stand up as the leader of the team. 

Until Wednesday. 

Larkin, 24, today, was named the team’s 37th captain in franchise 
history, according to a statement released by the team. 

Larkin joins the list of modern-day superstars such Steve Yzerman, 
Henrik Zetterberg and Nicklas Lidstrom to wear the “C”. 

Going way back Larkin joins Alex Delvecchio, Gordie Howe, Ted Lindsay 
and Sid Abel as players to serve as captain. 

Additionally, according to the team's press release, centers Luke 
Glendening and Frans Nielsen will serve as alternate captains for the 
2020-21 season. 

Detroit opens the season on Thursday at Little Caesars Arena against 
the Carolina Hurricanes (7 p.m., FSD). 

Larkin served as an alternate captain for the Red Wings since 2018-19 
and assumes a captaincy that has been vacant for the last two seasons, 
following the end of Zetterberg’s career in 2017-18 due to injury. 

The Waterford native is just the second American to wear the ‘C’ for 
Detroit after Reed Larson (Minneapolis, Minn.) and is the fifth player to 
serve as captain under Ilitch ownership (since 1982-83). 

Larkin’s career has been exclusively linked to the state of Michigan, 
playing his youth hockey in the Lakeland Hockey Association and with 
Belle Tire AAA Hockey, before spending two seasons with the Ann 
Arbor-based U.S. National Team Development Program (2012-14), one 
season at the University of Michigan (2014-15) and debuting 
professionally with the American Hockey League’s Grand Rapids Griffins 
during the team’s postseason run in 2014-15 prior to making the Red 
Wings as a 19-year-old in 2015-16. 

In the team's press release, Yzerman, former captain and current 
executive vice president and general manager, said: “Dylan is an 
extremely competitive and driven player who sets the standard for 
dedication and conduct for the Red Wings. This is the right time to name 
our new captain and we’re certain Dylan is ready to take on the 
responsibility. He will be an outstanding leader for us, both on and off the 
ice.” 
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Larkin is entering his sixth season with the Red Wings, To date, he has 
appeared in 389 games, netting 266 points, including 107 goals and 246 
penalty minutes. 

In 2019-20, Larkin led the Red Wings in points for the third-consecutive 
season, becoming one of just six players in franchise history to lead the 
team in scoring for three-straight years (along with Lindsay, Howe, 
Yzerman, Pavel Datsyuk and Zetterberg). 

Additionally, he’s one of just 12 players to lead Detroit in points three-or-
more-times in his career. Larkin also became one of the youngest Red 
Wings to reach 100 career goals, becoming the sixth player in the last 40 
years to reach that mark for Detroit prior to turning 24 and, at 23 years 
and five months, was the youngest to do so since Yzerman. 

Head Coach Jeff Blashill had this to say about Larkin: “I am extremely 
excited that Dylan Larkin will be our captain. To be named captain of the 
Detroit Red Wings is an enormous honor and one that Dylan has 
certainly earned. Dylan has the utmost respect from his teammates 
because of his work ethic, passion, care for others and burning desire to 
win. I have watched first-hand as Dylan has grown as a leader during his 
time with the Red Wings and internationally at three World 
Championships representing Team USA. He is ready for the challenges 
that come with serving as captain and will be complimented by a great 
leadership group ready to support him.” 

Originally drafted by the Red Wings in the first round (15th overall) of the 
2014 NHL Entry Draft, Larkin made an immediate impact after making 
the team in 2015-16 and was named a 2016 NHL All-Star, where he 
broke the league’s fastest-skater record during the Skills Competition. In 
his lone collegiate season with the Wolverines, Larkin was named Big 
Ten Rookie of the Year and to the Big Ten All-Rookie Team and First All-
Star Team after racking up 47 points (15-32-47) in 35 games. 

On the international stage, Larkin has played extensively for the United 
States, including each of the last five IIHF World Championships (2015-
19), where he has collected two bronze medals (2015 and 2018) and a 
total of 34 points (10-24-34) in 45 career games. He also skated at the 
2015 IIHF World Junior Championship, co-leading the tournament in 
goals, and previously medaled at the 2014 IIHF World Under-18 
championship (gold) and 2012 Under-17 World Hockey Challenge 
(bronze). 
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Not only goalies wear masks: NHL coaches must cover faces 

 

By Stephen Whyno  

 

Winnipeg coach Paul Maurice struggled to blow a whistle while wearing a 
mask. Barry Trotz couldn't see if one of his New York Islanders players 
was skating toward him because his mask had helped fog up his glasses. 

“It was ugly there for a while,” Maurice said. “There’s some challenges to 
it.” 

One of the new challenges for NHL coaches this season is the 
requirement to wear a mask behind the bench during games and on the 
ice for practices. Now that goaltenders won't be the only masked men 
around the rink, coaches will learn and adjust on the fly like those in other 
sports have had to in recent months. 

“Just being around the rink all day wearing one is an adjustment, but we’ll 
work it out,” Joel Quenneville of the Florida Panthers said. “Sometimes 
when you really want to get your point across, you might have to pull 
your mask down to make yourself clear. But I’ve never changed lines 
with a face mask on.” 

Hockey coaches are more responsible than their counterparts in 
baseball, football or basketball to bark out directions in real time at a fast 
pace, which makes this an even steeper learning curve. Get ready for 
loud yelling and maybe a few more bench minor penalties for too many 
men on the ice. 

“I used to have a big moustache, maybe that was kind of like a mask,” 
Dave Tippett of the Edmonton Oilers said. “I’m a mumbler at the best of 
times. You’ll have to be really clear with who’s going on line changes." 

One thing that's clear is most coaches won't complain about the extra 
safety measure to prevent virus spread. Quenneville and his staff have 
talked about NFL coaches being fined for not wearing face coverings 
correctly and how they've adapted. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman told coaches and executives that protocols 
“are not a suggestion or a recommendation” and the NHL “will vigorously 
enforce them.” 

“I’m going to have to do my absolute best to make sure it stays on and 
stays right,” D.J. Smith of the Ottawa Senators said. "Ultimately the 
league’s doing it for a reason, and it’s the safety, and I’ll abide by all the 
rules.” 

So will John Tortorella, who told the Columbus Blue Jackets on the first 
day of camp he doesn't want to hear any complaining about health and 
safety protocols. He said wearing a mask is important and added: “It 
doesn’t affect me, it will not affect the other coaches.” 

Colleagues also see it as personal responsibility. 

“It’s the right move under these circumstances,” David Quinn of the New 
York Rangers said. “If it helps a little bit, we should all do it, so certainly 
our staff is embracing it. Our organization’s embracing it and we’re just 
going to have to manage it.” 

There are some benefits. Maurice suggested keeping the television 
cameras off him during games because they won't be able to pick up 
anything he's saying anyway. 

Gone — for now — are the days of reading lips of coaches swearing at 
officials or each other. 

“Probably be good for me,” Peter Laviolette of the Washington Capitals 
said. “Nobody will see what’s coming out of my mouth. My mother will be 
happy." 
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As Dylan Larkin’s Red Wings captaincy begins, what the ‘C’ will change 
for him 

 

Max Bultman Jan 13, 2021  

 

The Red Wings have had just three captains over the last 34 years: 
Steve Yzerman, Nicklas Lidstrom and Henrik Zetterberg. 

Now, after a two-year vacancy at the position, they have their next one. 
The Red Wings announced Dylan Larkin as the 37th captain in franchise 
history Wednesday, the day before they begin the 2021 season. 

Yzerman said before last season’s training camp — his first as Detroit’s 
general manager — that he wanted to get to know the players before 
naming a captain, and that when the franchise did decide on one, “I 
intend that person to be the captain for a long time.” 

Larkin fits that bill. After being picked 15th overall by the Red Wings in 
the 2014 NHL Draft, he has become one of their best players and most 
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important leaders. Last season, he wore an “A” as one of four alternate 
captains for the team. 

Yzerman certainly brought a wealth of experience to the decision, after 
leading Detroit for 19 seasons between 1986 and 2006. He was named 
captain at age 21, after the team’s disastrous 17-win 1985-86 season. 
Larkin, at age 24, is also taking the helm after a miserable season in 
which the Red Wings mustered just 17 wins. 

The temptation to draw parallels between those circumstances is real, 
especially considering Yzerman’s influence on the decision. And it’s 
impossible to ignore Yzerman’s impact on the legacy of the Red Wings’ 
captaincy. 

But as Larkin officially dons the “C” for the first time, who he is, and how 
he captains, are far more important. Because while the old saying is that 
you don’t need a letter to be a leader, the presence of that letter is 
obvious to everyone once it’s there. What does that change for a player? 

“First of all there’s probably added responsibility, which sometimes can 
be hard for players, and I think that’s partly why I think it’s really 
important to be cautious and make sure that you’re making the right 
decision,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill told The Athletic recently. “But I 
also think you just gain a little bit bigger voice, meaning when that 
happens, when a person is named a captain, it’s like now instead of just 
talking, you’re talking with a megaphone. And what you say is more 
impactful. 

“And so it’s really important that you’re saying the right things, but 
probably more important that you’re leading the right way. I would 
honestly say that’s where it changes, but the reality is … the most 
important thing is to be who you are, and to continue to lead the way 
you’ve led. Because that’s what’s put you in that position.” 

That, above all else, is why Larkin was such an obvious choice. He won’t 
need to change. 

“You know if there’s something that needs to be said he’s willing to say 
it,” Red Wings alternate captain Luke Glendening said recently. “And 
when you have a guy who practices what he preaches, it’s easy to listen 
to. It doesn’t get dry. It doesn’t run dry with guys because you see him 
putting in the work every single day to be the best player he can be.” 

Glendening is talking, in part, about leading by example, a standard set 
by Red Wings captains through the years. The most recent names who 
have preceded Larkin in the role are Hall-of-Famers or, in Zetterberg’s 
case, at least have a chance to be. 

Being in that tier of player is not a must for the captaincy, but at the same 
time, being a top player can go a long way when it comes to backing up 
what a captain is asking of teammates. 

“You have to be able to do things if you’re going to talk about them in the 
locker room, or you’re going to talk about them in the heat of battle,” said 
Red Berenson, who coached Larkin at the University of Michigan and 
also served as Red Wings captain for the 1973-74 season. 

“You’ve gotta go out and do them, and that’s a big part of it. A lot of great 
leaders never said much. Yzerman was known for being a quiet captain, 
but when the game was on the line, you knew that he was going to be 
able to make a difference in that game one way or the other, whether it 
was blocking a shot or winning a faceoff or scoring a big goal or creating 
a big goal or saving a goal. And I think those are the most important 
things, that you can do those things.” 

Certainly, as arguably the Red Wings’ best player in recent years and a 
two-way centerman who plays some of Detroit’s most challenging 
matchups, Larkin has checked that box already. 

He also, after five seasons with the Red Wings, has been around long 
enough to lead more directly, too. He has now lived through one of the 
toughest seasons in modern NHL history, which wasn’t easy on anyone, 
but does give him an invaluable perspective on the locker room, knowing 
what it needs and what it may respond to. 

“He’s got a great temperature of the room in terms of, he knows when 
something needs to be said, when we need to call out something in 
terms of as a team, just not performing,” Glendening said. “But he also 
knows that there’s a time to lift guys up.” 

These are words said about Larkin before he formally got the “C” — to 
Blashill’s point, the things that put Larkin in this position. More 
importantly, though, these are the things he’ll need to hang on to now 
that he’s here. 

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal echoed those sentiments late 
last season when asked what changed when he became captain, saying 
“everyone just kept telling me not to change, so I didn’t. It didn’t really 
change a whole lot for me. Personally I knew I was a leader in the room 
from the start, and I think most guys that are named captain already 
know that they’re a leader in the room.” 

But even Staal would admit that some things are inevitably different when 
the “C” is officially placed on a jersey — from small details on the ice or in 
the locker room, to more macro ones like being more in the loop of the 
team’s direction on the management side. 

“I just think you take a lot more things into consideration that you may not 
normally, whether it’s a call by an official or a situation off the ice with a 
teammate or whatnot,” Yzerman said. “Just anything to do with the team, 
as the captain you get a little bit more sense of responsibility.” 

“I think sometimes the players in the room might look at you a little bit 
differently,” Lidstrom, who captained the Red Wings from 2006-12, told 
The Athletic last year. “You get more responsibility. You have one foot in 
the coaches’ office and another one in the locker room. And you belong 
to the locker room, but there’s a lot of communication with the coaching 
staff, and that’s what I experienced when Mike Babcock was my coach. 
We had a lot of communication that the team didn’t know about, or didn’t 
need to know about either. But you’re still part of the room. You’re still 
part of being a player. But there’s a lot more involvement from the 
coaches’ aspect, and kind of helping the coaches to get a feel of the 
room.” 

Blashill, it’s worth noting, was an assistant on the Red Wings’ coaching 
staff when Lidstrom was captain under Babcock, so he saw that dynamic 
up close. He watched Babcock bring Lidstrom in to ask for his opinion 
and thoughts on the team. He of course went on to become the head 
coach for Zetterberg’s final three seasons as Detroit’s captain, too. 

To Blashill, it’s important for the captain to have some ownership of the 
team. There are “non-negotiables,” of course. The team has to work, 
compete, and to do so every day. But the players are the ones going 
onto the ice, which means the captain, in Blashill’s mind, should have a 
voice on their behalf. 

“I think it’s important to have input from them, and to have real 
conversations,” Blashill said. “And so real conversations aren’t 
necessarily always easy, and you have to be able to banter, and for lack 
of a better word, have argument back and forth, with the understanding 
you’re trying to get to the best answer. 

“And I think that’s where relationships are extremely important, and 
something that I think I’ve always tried to make as productive as 
possible, to make sure the relationships with my leaders are really good 
and they know that my office is open and they can come in and speak on 
behalf of the team, and they can come in and speak on behalf of 
themselves, and they’re going to hear the truth back.” 

These are the areas where the formality of the “C” does matter — things 
that could actually change for Larkin, although not all the time or all at 
once. 

But when Larkin does step onto the ice or into the locker room with a new 
letter on his chest this season, it won’t be because he’s being pushed 
into a new role or being asked to become something different. 

He was named captain because he is the Red Wings’ captain. He just 
now has the letter to prove it. 
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If this is it for Pekka Rinne's Predators career, he’ll go out changing 
diapers 

 

PAUL SKRBINA  | Nashville Tennessean 

 

No. 2 is one of Pekka Rinne's No. 1 priorities these days. 

For the first time since he can remember, the 38-year-old Predators 
goalie's vocation doesn't consume the better part of his everyday thought 
process. 

When his girlfriend, Erika Parkko, gave birth to their first child, Paulus 
Oliver Rinne, on Dec. 4, Rinne went from "cool uncle" to his sisters' five 
kids to first-time father. 

From a guy who would "get a second cup of coffee" when teammates 
went on about their children to the guy reading parenting books and 
bragging on his son, the "greatest experience of my life." 

"So far, so good," Rinne said. "He eats, sleeps, No. 2s. That's it." 

That's it. That's hardly it. 

Rinne had a lot to learn about those No. 2s. He received a crash course 
in diaper changing while the three were in the hospital, where he saw 
Paulus born and cut his umbilical cord. 

Now, Rinne said, it's like old hat. And some freshly washed clothes. 

"Not a lot of experience," Rinne said of diapers. "There's been a few 
accidents. I've had to wash my clothes a few times. When it's your own 
kid I feel like it's not even gross. It's more funny than anything." 

Pekka's last stand? 

Rinne has had a lot of time to reflect during the extended time away from 
hockey. He begins his 15th season with the Predators on Thursday when 
they face the Blue Jackets in what promises to be an unusual season. 

A season that could be Rinne's last. 

Being a father could tempt Rinne to call it a career after this year. Being a 
father could motivate him to play a little longer. He has just about every 
franchise record for goalies. He's a three-time All-Star. He's a Vezina 
Trophy winner. He has scored a goal. 

He's also a backup now. He hasn't won a Stanley Cup. He's coming off 
his worst season. 

"I don't know," Rinne said. "I'd love for my son to see me play hockey in 
the NHL; that's my dream. But he's still an infant and doesn't understand 
anything. So we'll see. There's no going around it. This could be my last 
season or it could not be. 

"It's too early to tell right now. Last year of my contract. I'm 38 years old, 
so it's there for sure (the possibility of retiring after this season). It's one 
of the options. ... I haven't put a a ton of thought into it. I feel like things 
are going to work out the way they should." 

Predators general manager David Poile said he has thought a lot about 
Rinne. He, for one, isn't ready to face the reality of the Predators without 
the "face of the franchise" — on the ice and off, citing his work with the 
children's hospital and the 365 Fund. 

"It's crossed my mind this could be his last year," Poile said. "I also think 
and believe he's going to play really well and we're going to be talking 
about Pekka being here a lot longer. Pekka has meant so much to this 

franchise. I know there's a lot of big fans out there, but as a general 
manger, if you're allowed to, I'm clearly one of his biggest fans ever." 

Breaking baby news: Pekka Rinne sent this video out thanking #Preds 
staff for their donations to the 365 Fund (donate here: 
https://t.co/HGJkOrdM3r) AND announced the birth of his son...who is 
absolutely adorable. Big congratulations to Pekka and Erika! 
pic.twitter.com/a2GAUCfpny 

— Justin Bradford (@justinbbradford) December 15, 2020 

Every day is father's day 

For now, Rinne plans to immerse himself in the father talks around the 
arena and at hotels. He has plenty of company.  

Matt Duchene and his wife, Ashley, had a baby girl in November. Mattias 
Ekholm and his wife, Ida, also are expecting, along with Calle Jarnkrok 
and his wife and Viktor Arvidsson and his wife. Newly acquired Erik 
Haula and his wife had a baby the day before camp began. 

"It's an instant change but it almost makes you appreciate the hockey 
part even more," Rinne said. "You kind of get a little distance (from it) 
and reflect maybe a little bit. It's a great boost not only for myself, but 
there's so many fathers on the team. 

"You can sense we're starting to have a little bit of a dad's group where 
we talk about our kids. I never thought I'd be doing that but here I am, 
sitting and talking about last night and how the baby slept." 

Predators captain Roman Josi, whose wife, Ellie, is expecting their first 
child on Valentine's Day, is excited to join Rinne in the first-time father's 
club. He's also excited to see how excited Rinne is every day.  

"It's going to be a boost," Josi said. "I guess you don't know till you have 
your own baby what the feeling is really like. Everybody talks about how 
awesome a feeling it is. Having seen Pekks, who just had a baby, seeing 
him come to the rink with a smile every day, being excited to go home to 
see his little baby, is pretty special."  

Mom and dad 

Rinne and Parkko met in Finland, where she was studying. They have 
been dating for four-and-a-half years. They'd talked about being parents 
someday. 

That someday became official in Nashville on Dec. 4. Rinne learned that 
day was coming pretty early during the quarantine, a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic that wiped out the end of the season. 

Rinne and a friend were working on installing a gym in Rinne's garage 
when Parkko invited Rinne into their home and shared the news they 
were going to be parents. 

Rinne was a bit surprised. And elated. 

"I had no clue," Rinne said. "All my life, pretty much, my identity has been 
a hockey player. It's my true passion in life. But all of a sudden your 
priorities change and there's something more important in life and it's 
your family and, in this case, our son." 

When Rinne first laid eyes on Paulus, when nurses put him on Parkko's 
chest, Rinne felt a "rush" unlike any he'd experienced. 

"Overwhelming feeling, in a good way," he said.  

A feeling, Ekholm said, that can't be described or prescribed with advice. 
A feeling, Ekholm said, that has to be experienced to be understood. 

"No, not really," Ekholm said when asked if he has shared advice with 
fathers. "I heard they read a couple books and that's good. It's one thing 
to read a book. It's one thing to actually do it. " 

Now that he's doing it, Rinne is trying to soak in every minute. 
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"I was always the nice uncle who would make (nieces and nephews) go 
crazy and then I would go home and my sisters would be upset with me," 
Rinne said. 

Now it's his sisters' turn to get some revenge. 

First, though, Rinne has a few No. 2 priorities to attend to. 
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Nashville Predators are using multiple locker rooms, microphones as part 
of COVID-19 safeguards 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Pekka Rinne and Juuse Saros are close. That's no secret. 

But aside from the ice, the Nashville Predators goalies haven't seen 
much of each other during training camp. 

Their locker stalls no longer are next to each other. In fact, they don't 
even use the same dressing rooms, and won't during the regular season, 
which begins Thursday (7 p.m., Fox TN) when the Predators face the 
Blue Jackets at Bridgestone Arena. 

That has to do with COVID-19 protocols that the team has put in place 
this season, which not only affects players, but also will affect fans once 
they are allowed in Bridgestone Arena. The team hopes that is possible 
sometime in February. 

"We have a lot of locker rooms here, so we have our guys spread out," 
Predators coach John Hynes said. "We don't have 22 guys in the main 
locker room. ... We have utilized multiple locker rooms to keep small 
groups." 

The only time the team gathers as a whole is in the Lexus Lounge, which 
allows players to spread out. Coaches communicate using microphones, 
Hynes said. Hynes also said the team's medical staff has doubled as 
"COVID police" to ensure protocols are being followed. 

"It's not like we're in a small meeting room," Hynes said. 

The NHL said Tuesday that 27 players have tested positive for the virus 
during camp, 17 of which were Dallas Stars players. 

The Predators have had no known cases, though they know that might 
not necessarily be the case all season. 

"There are multiple things that can happen," Hynes said. "You have to 
make sure as a staff everyone knows what's going on so if something 
happens to a staff member we are prepared. Player-wise it's the same 
thing. We have a next-man-up mentality. We don't know in a pandemic 
what's going to happen day to day." 

As far as fans go, when they are allowed in, priority will be given to 
season-ticket holders, and many common COVID-19 protocols will be in 
place 

Everyone over 2 years old must wear a mask when inside or on arena 
property. Gaiters, bandanas and masks with ventilation valves are not 
permitted. Face shields don't preclude people from wearing masks. 

Fans will be allowed in the arena at times designated at designated 
entrances on their tickets, either an hour or 30 minutes before puck drop. 

Tickets, which will be mobile only, will be distributed in pods, and groups 
sitting together must enter the arena together. 

Fans will be released by section after the game is over. 

Limited concessions will be available, but no cash will be accepted. Items 
may only be consumed at your assigned seat. 

No bags will be allowed inside Bridgestone. 

There will be pregame screening and onsite temperature checks. 
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Here's who made Nashville Predators' roster and taxi squad — and who 
didn't 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Predators' 2021 roster is set — for now. 

The team will carry 12 forwards, seven defensemen and two goalies, 
along with five players on its taxi squad to start the season. 

The abbreviated 2021 NHL season begins Wednesday, though the 
Predators opener is Thursday against the Blue Jackets at Bridgestone 
Arena. Each team is scheduled to play 56 games, all against divisional 
opponents, during the regular season. 

"Starting (Thursday) there's going to be a good result or there's going to 
be a bad result," coach John Hynes said. "Then we need to be able to 
continue to build on that. ... We feel ready to play." 

Here is the Predators' roster, which could change as soon as Thursday: 

Forwards: Ryan Johnansen, Matt Duchene, Filip Forsberg, Viktor 
Arvidsson,Colton Sissons, Luke Kunin, Rocco Grimaldi, Calle Jarnkrok, 
Erik Haula, Nick Cousins, Brad Richardson, Yakov Trenin 

Defensemen: Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis, Mattias Ekholm, Mark Borowiecki, 
Matt Benning, Dante Fabbro, Jarred Tinordi 

Goalies: Pekka Rinne, Juuse Saros 

The taxi squad will include forwards Eeli Tolvanen, Cole Smith and 
Mathieu Olivier, defenseman Alexandre Carrier and goalie Connor 
Ingram. 

Mikael Granlund has missed all of training camp and is expected to miss 
the beginning of the season because of immigration/visa issues. He will 
have to quarantine for seven days after he arrives in Nashville. 

The Predators claimed defenseman Luca Sbisa on waivers from the Jets 
on Tuesday. He must be put on the team's 23-man roster once he is 
eligible to play. If he is assigned to the taxi squad, he must clear waivers 
again. 

Both are non-roster players expected to fill the two remaining roster spots 
once they are cleared. 

"The beauty of what's going on is ... you have to look at the active roster 
and the taxi squad as one," Hynes said. "There's no saying that a guy on 
the taxi squad ... today won't be in the lineup tomorrow. You have that 
flexibility." 

Those who were invited to camp but did not make either the roster or the 
taxi squad are: 

Forwards: Patrick Harper, Josh Wilkins, Tommy Novak, Tanner Jeannot, 
Anthony Richard, Rem Pitlick, Sean Malone, Michael McCarron 

Defensemen: Tyler Lewington, Jeremy Davies, Yannick Weber, Ben 
Harpur 

Goalie: Kasmir Kaskisuo 
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No real surprises about who didn't make either roster. Weber was 
released from his professional tryout contract. 

The Predators are sharing an AHL team, the Chicago Wolves, with the 
Carolina Hurricanes this season after the Milwaukee Admirals opted out. 
The Predators will be allowed six forwards, three defensemen and a 
goalie in a given Wolves game. 

Harper, Jeannot, Malone, McCarron, Novak, Pitlick, Richard, Philip 
Tomasino and Wilkins, along with defensemen Davies, Harpur and 
Lewington and goaltender Kaskisuo will be assigned to the AHL. The 
AHL season is scheduled to begin Feb. 5, with camp beginning Jan. 23. 
Players assigned to the AHL will stay in Nashville and practice at 
Centennial Sportsplex until camp begins. 

Tomasino could vie for a spot on the active roster or taxi squad once he 
fulfills his quarantine obligations and passes COVID-19 protocols. 

The Predators also will be able to assign players not on the NHL roster or 
taxi squad to their ECHL affiliate Florida Everblades. 
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5 Nashville Predators storylines to know heading into 2021 NHL season 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

What goes down must come up. At least that's what the Predators are 
hoping this season. 

Many Predators – Ryan Johansen, Matt Duchene, Filip Forsberg, Pekka 
Rinne, to name a few – had down seasons in 2020, when the team 
missed the playoffs for the first time since 2013-14. 

Now that the 2021 season – albeit a shortened, 56-game regular-season 
schedule against the same seven realigned divisional teams – has 
arrived, they will look to play back up to the standards their contracts (a 
combined $27 million cap hit) and own expectations suggest they should. 

With that in mind, here are five storylines going into a season unlike any 
other: 

Coach speak 

John Hynes begins season No. 1½ as the Predators' head coach. And 
even when this one's over he still won't have a full 82-game regular 
season under his belt in Nashville. 

But he has spent plenty of time trying to instill his culture in his new team, 
even a year after taking the job.  

He added two new assistant coaches to the mix in Todd Richards and 
Dan Hinote. Along with general manager David Poile, they have worked 
on making the Predators "tougher to play against." 

But there hasn't been much time for meshing. A shortened training camp 
could impact how well that works. How much the three can improve the 
Predators' special teams is worth watching and could go a long way 
toward how long the team's season lasts. 

Player speak 

Poile made some major subtractions during the offseason, namely 
buying out Kyle Turris, trading Nick Bonino and letting mainstay Craig 
Smith go via free agency. 

There were no splashy additions like the season before, when Duchene 
was signed. That's mostly because Poile believes his top players – 
Johansen, Forsberg, Duchene, Rinne, et al – are bound to bounce back 
after all having subpar seasons. 

A little improvement from each of them could go a long way. 

If Johansen and Forsberg can stay healthy, along with Viktor Arvidsson, 
there's no reason to believe that won't be the case for those guys. 

What about Eeli? 

Eeli Tolvanen is 21 years old going on 41. At least that's how it seems.  

The Predators' 2017 first-round pick has just seven NHL games to his 
name. That number looked like it was going to increase dramatically 
when Poile said the team was going to look within to improve.  

But that might not be the case. Tolvanen, who needs work defensively, 
could have a tough time finding a regular spot to start the season. Or the 
Predators could elect to baptize by fire. The forward market is crowded in 
Nashville, and 2019 first-round pick Philip Tomasino eventually might 
have something to say about playing time. 

Not to mention the signings of Nick Cousins, Luke Kunin, Brad 
Richardson and Erik Haula. Yakov Trenin also has proven worthy of 
some NHL minutes.  

Roster speak 

Teams will be allowed 23 players, plus a four-to-six man "taxi" squad this 
season, sort of a COVID-19 reserve. 

At least 20 of those spots with the Predators will remain spoken for, 
barring injury. How will the team use the taxi squad? Will they elect to let 
players who still need development sit? Will they send them to the AHL? 
Will there be a rotation to try to keep everyone fresh and game ready? 

That delicate balance will play itself out. Hynes said the strategy is to 
have players he feels can "come in and help us win hockey games right 
away." He also said it's important that players play and not rot away while 
keeping player development in mind. 

Things for the Predators are a bit more complicated because their AHL 
affiliate opted out of the season. The team is co-oping with the 
Hurricanes. The Predators will be allowed up to six forwards, three 
defensemen and a goalie in the lineup for each AHL game. The 
Predators also will be able to send players to their ECHL affiliate. How 
that affects player development is worth watching. 

Signings of the times? 

Poile opted to go conservative this offseason, avoiding big-money 
signings. A lot of that has to do with uncertainty related to COVID-19 and 
the frozen salary cap. Still, that didn't stop him from making a lot of 
changes. One of the most notable weaknesses he addressed was the 
third defensive pairing. Can Mark Borowiecki and Matt Benning solidify 
that spot?  

Can Mikael Granlund play to the capabilities he showed with the Wild? 
Yes, the Predators need their big-money players to play big. They also 
need the aforementioned players to play better than what the Predators 
had. They also need players such as Haula and Kunin to provide some 
offensive depth. 
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Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg wants to be ‘relentless,’ ‘physical’ and ‘fast’ on 
fourth line 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON JANUARY 13, 2021 01:59 PM,  

 

Ryan Lomberg is quick to describe his style of play — and doubles down 
on his commitment to stay true to that style. 
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“I’m somebody who’s relentless on the puck,” he said. “I’m going to show 
up and be physical, be fast every night. I’m definitely not going to stray 
away from that.” 

It’s exactly the type of style that will fit on the Florida Panthers’ fourth 
forward line, an aggressive, defensive-minded left winger to round out a 
trio that has a high scorer on the left wing and a bruising center coming 
off a breakout year. 

“They didn’t sign me to be somebody that I’m not,” Lomberg said. 

Florida Panthers goalie Scott Darling (31) blocks a shot by Florida 
Panthers left wing Ryan Lomberg (94) during the first practice of training 
camp in preparation for the 2020-21 NHL season at the BB&T Center on 
Monday, January 4, 2021 in Sunrise. DAVID SANTIAGO 
DSANTIAGO@MIAMIHERALD.COM 

But while Lomberg is on a two-year, $1.475 million contract, it doesn’t 
mean his spot is secure. He’s been rotating with fellow Panthers 
newcomer Vinnie Hinostroza as the fourth line’s left wing. 

Panthers coach Joel Quenneville, nevertheless, likes Lomberg’s tenacity 
and ability to help on penalty kills in addition to his five-on-five play. 

“He brings some energy,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. “He’s 
got some good pace to his game. You notice him on the ice. He can kill 
penalties and gives us some versatility in that area.” 

Florida Panthers center Noel Acciari (55) is congratulated by teammates 
after scoring during the second period of the first training camp 
scrimmage in preparation for the 2021 NHL season at the BB&T Center 
on Thursday, January 7, 2021 in Sunrise. DAVID SANTIAGO 
DSANTIAGO@MIAMIHERALD.COM 

Which brings us back to his value on the fourth line, which already has 
two spots basically cemented with Noel Acciari at center and Brett 
Connolly on the right wing. 

Acciari is coming off the most productive season of his five-year NHL 
career. The 29-year-old scored 20 goals and added another seven 
assists in 66 games. This included a pair of hat tricks in back-to-back 
games. He had 31 career points in his first four seasons. 

“He’s so predictable and had such a good year last year,” Connolly said 
of Acciari. “I think even last year, whenever guys were struggling and 
trying to find their game, especially offensive guys, it seemed like 
whenever they were put with Noel, it made it more simple for the guys.” 

As for Connolly, he scored 19 goals last year — fourth most among 
returning Panthers players behind Jonathan Huberdeau (23), Aleksander 
Barkov (20) and Acciari. Connolly primarily rotated between Florida’s 
second and third forward lines last season but the Panthers’ depth at 
forward following the acquisitions of Patric Hornqvist, Anthony Duclair 
and Carter Verhaeghe as well as the improvement of rookies Owen 
Tippett and Eetu Luostarinen has lengthened the talent on Florida’s 
forward lines. 

Acciari and Connolly spent time together at points last season. However, 
it came as parts of the Panthers’ middle lines. Now, they’ll be anchoring 
the fourth and final line in what the team hopes will be a showcasing of 
their scoring ability regardless of the forward line on the ice. 

“There’s a lot of options around our lineup,” Connolly said of Florida’s 
deep forward group. “Q is not afraid to switch it up, so all year guys are 
going to be pushing each other to be the best they can be to move up 
and down the lineup. We’re just trying to get as many wins as possible. 
It’s a short season, and we’re going to need everybody to chip in and 
help us get to the playoffs.” 
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Bobrovsky makes first practice appearance but won’t be on ice for 
Panthers’ season opener 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON JANUARY 13, 2021 12:29 PM,  

 

He pushed his way onto the rink about 30 minutes before practice started 
Wednesday. Sergei Bobrovsky, the Panthers’ $70 million goaltender, 
joined his teammates on the ice for the first time since training camp 
began, finally off the NHL’s “Unift to Play” list that caused him to miss the 
team’s first eight practices and both intrasquad scrimmages. 

Bobrovsky, however, will not be in net for Sunday’s season opener 
against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

The 32-year-old goaltender is not on the Panthers’ 22-man roster to start 
the season, instead being designated as non-roster to start the season. 

“Good to see him back,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said after 
practice Wednesday before the team made its final roster decisions. “He 
felt fine out there. Did a lot of drills. Almost took every shot at his end. He 
had a good day. We’ll see how he comes in tomorrow and how he 
presents ... We’ll make sure he’s more than ready for when he gets his 
first start.” 

Bobrovsky, meanwhile, said he’ll be taking things “day-by-day.” He would 
have only have three practices worth of preparation after a week and a 
half off the ice if he were to play on Sunday. 

“Obviously I want to play as much as I can,” Bobrovsky said. “If I go out 
there, I have to be ready to give the guys the best chance to win the 
game.” 

Whenever Bobrovsky gets on the ice for live game action, the Panthers 
will be looking for much more than they got from him last season. The 
32-year-old goaltender and two-time Vezina Trophy award winner went 
23-19-6 in 50 games (49 starts) last season, the first of his 7-year 
contract with Florida. His .900 save percentage ranked 46th among 54 
goalies who played in at least 25 games. His 3.23 goals against average 
ranked 51st. 

“The expectations are high,” Quenneville said. “I thought he adapted well 
to moving forward. Think he did a good job of getting himself in the right 
place mentally, physically. A little setback here, but I think he’s more than 
excited to get the season going.” 

But simply having Bobrovsky on the ice — and taking part in the full 90 
minute session with full energy — was a positive first step. 

“It’s important to feel the net, to feel the ice, to feel the gear on your body, 
to see the puck and see the traffic,” Bobrovsky said. “It was a great 
practice. We had all the different aspects... All different types of activity in 
front of me.” 

FINALIZING THE ROSTER 

The Panthers’ full roster, announced Wednesday afternoon is below 

▪ Goaltenders (2): Chris Dreidger, Sam Montembeault 

▪ Forwards (13): Noel Acciari, Aleksander Barkov, Brett Connolly, 
Anthony Duclair, Vinnie Hinostroza, Patric Hornqvist, Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Ryan Lomberg, Eetu Luostarinen, Owen Tippett, Frank 
Vatrano, Carter Verhaeghe, Alex Wennberg. 

▪ Defensemen (7): Aaron Ekblad, Gustav Forsling, Radko Gudas, Riley 
Stillman, Anton Stralman, MacKenzie Weegar, Keith Yankle 

Defenseman Noah Juulsen, who the Panthers claimed off waivers on 
Monday, is expected to take the 23rd spot. Juulsen has not arrived in 
South Florida and is also on the non-roster list. 

The Panthers have four players officially on their taxi squad as well: 
goaltender Philippe Desrosiers, defenseman Brady Keeper, and forwards 
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Mason Marchment and Aleksi Heponiemi. Defenseman Kevin Connauton 
will join that group as well if he clears waivers. 

Defenseman Markus Nutivaara and center Juho Lammikko, who have 
been deemed “unfit to play” since training camp opened, will also start 
the season on IR. 
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Florida Panthers set opening night roster for 2021 NHL season 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers announced its opening night roster for the 2021 
NHL season on Wednesday even though its season does not kick off 
until Sunday. 

The Panthers will go into Sunday’s game against the Blackhawks with 22 
players on the main roster (13 forwards, seven defensemen and two 
goalies). 

Florida will start with a five-player taxi squad (two forwards, two 
defensemen and a goalie) with four on the non-roster/injured reserve. 

Although goalie Sergei Bobrovsky returned to practice on Wednesday 
morning, he will start the season on the non-roster/IR. 

With Bobrovsky on IR — which allows him to play next week at Carolina 
— the Panthers kept Philippe Desrosiers as their No. 3 goalie on the taxi 
squad. 

Defenseman Markus Nutivaara and center Juho Lammikko, who have 
not participated in any practices since training camp opened, will also 
start the season on IR. 

Noah Juulsen, the defenseman Florida claimed off waivers from Montreal 
earlier this week, has not arrived and is also on the non-roster list. 

Purchase a season pass to Florida Hockey Now for your chance to win a 
Florida Panthers hat 

Rookies Eetu Luostarinen and Owen Tippett made the main roster with 
rookie defenseman Brady Keeper sticking around on the taxi squad. 

Florida also signed veteran defenseman Kevin Connauton to a one-year 
contract and placed him on waivers in order to place him on the taxi 
squad as well. 

Although Connauton is not officially on the taxi squad, it is expected he 
will be added upon clearing waivers Thursday at noon. 

Aleksi Heponiemi and Mason Marchment also made the team as part of 
the taxi squad. 

Rookies Grigori Denisenko and Chase Priskie were both assigned to 
Florida’s shared AHL team in Syracuse along with Scott Wilson and Cole 
Schwindt. 

The players on the taxi squad can still play in games as long as the 
Panthers recall them by 5 p.m. on the night of the game. 

Florida Panthers 2021 Opening Night Roster 

FORWARDS (15 TOTAL) 

Main roster (13 players) 

Noel Acciari 

Sasha Barkov 

Brett Connolly 

Anthony Duclair 

Vinnie Hinostroza 

Patric Hornqvist 

Jonathan Huberdeau 

Eetu Luostarinen 

Ryan Lomberg 

Owen Tippett 

Frank Vatrano 

Carter Verhaeghe 

Alex Wennberg 

Taxi squad (2) 

Aleksi Heponiemi 

Mason Marchment 

AHL Syracuse 

Grigori Denisenko 

Cole Schwindt 

Scott Wilson 

Injured reserve/non-roster 

Juho Lammiko 

DEFENSEMEN (9 TOTAL) 

Main roster (7) 

Aaron Ekblad 

Gustav Forsling 

Radko Gudas 

Riley Stillman 

Anton Stralman 

MacKenzie Weegar 

Keith Yandle 

Taxi squad (2) 

Kevin Connauton (must clear waivers) 

Brady Keeper 

AHL Syracuse 

Chase Priskie 

Injured reserve/non-roster 

Noah Juulsen 

Markus Nutivaara 

GOALIES (3 TOTAL) 

Main roster (2) 

Chris Driedger 

Sam Montembeault 

Taxi squad (1) 

Philippe Desrosiers 
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Injured reserve/non-roster 

Sergei Bobrovsky 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 01.14.2021 


