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Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal on NHL COVID-19 protocol list  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal has been placed 
on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list, the league announced 
Friday. 

Also on the list Friday was goalie Anton Forsberg, who was 
placed on NHL waivers Thursday by the Hurricanes and 
claimed Friday by the Winnipeg Jets. 

Staal played Thursday in the Canes’ season opener at 
Detroit as Carolina took a 3-0 victory over the Red Wings. 
The Canes face the Red Wings again Saturday at Little 
Caesars Arena in Detroit. 

Staal, 32, becomes the first Hurricanes player to be listed by 
the league for COVID-19 issues, and it is not known how 
long he could be out. The veteran center could be replaced 

in the lineup Saturday by center Morgan Geekie, who is on 
the Canes’ taxi squad. 

The NHL in the 2020-21 season will share the names of 
players who are “unavailable” to the team to practice, travel 
or play in games because of coronavirus protocols. “COVID 
protocol related absences” can result from various factors, 
including: an initial positive test that remains unconfirmed; 
mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals; required 
quarantine as a high-risk close contact; and isolation based 
on a confirmed positive test. 

The Canes called off a scheduled practice Friday in Detroit 
and will hold a morning skate on Saturday. 

Neither the NHL nor the team will provide additional 
information on the reason the player is unavailable or how 
much time he may miss.

 
 

Hurricanes’ Jordan Staal in COVID-19 protocol 

Carolina will be without its captain for Saturday's game in 
Detroit. 

By Cory Lavalette 

It took one game for the Carolina Hurricanes to have a player 
land on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

Captain Jordan Staal, who played in Thursday’s season-
opening 3-0 win in Detroit, was one of three players around 
the league, along with goalies Eric Comrie of New Jersey 
and Anton Forsberg of Winnipeg, added to the list. Players 
are placed in the protocol if they have a confirmed or 
unconfirmed positive test for COVID-19, isolation due to 
symptoms similar to those suffered from the coronavirus, or 
contact tracing. Players can also be placed in the protocol if 
they are quarantining for travel. 

Staal, 32, played all 68 of the Hurricanes’ games last season 
and logged 15:26 in Thursday’s win. Forsberg played for the 
Hurricanes and its then-AHL affiliate, the Charlotte Checkers, 
last season and was claimed off waivers by Carolina off 
Tuesday as insurance with the team’s planned No. 3 goalie, 
Alex Nedeljkovic, set to himself go on waivers. After 
Nedeljkovic cleared waivers and was assigned to the 
Hurricanes’ taxi squad, Carolina placed Forsberg on waiver 
and he was claimed Friday by Winnipeg. The Jets claimed 

Forsberg because they had earlier lost Comrie to the Devils 
on the waiver wire. 

The implementation of taxi squads — four to six players for 
each team who have been assigned to the squad using the 
same rules that would be required to assign them to the 
minor leagues — was put in place so teams could have 
players readily available in case its roster was impacted by 
COVID-19. 

Carolina took all six of its taxi squad members — 
Nedeljkovic; forwards Morgan Geekie, Steven Lorentz and 
Max McCormick; and defensemen Joakim Ryan and Jake 
Bean — with them to Detroit for the two games (Thursday’s 
opener and Saturday’s upcoming game) against the Red 
Wings. Teams are required to bring a third goalie on the road 
with them (either one on the NHL roster or the taxi squad 
goalie) but do not have to travel with any of their other taxi 
squad members. 

Geekie is the odds-on favorite to take Staal’s spot in the 
lineup for Thursday’s game. The 22-year-old center made his 
NHL debut last season just prior to the COVID-19 stoppage 
and started off with a bang: He had two goals and an assist 
on March 8 in a win at Pittsburgh in his first NHL game, then 
scored again two days later in Detroit. Geekie played eight 
postseason games for the Hurricanes last season, 
registering one assist.
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Purchase Canes fan 'cutouts' to be a part of crowd at PNC arena  

Raleigh, N.C. — Fans who are missing out on being a part of 
the crowd this hockey season have a chance to support the 
Canes from inside the PNC Arena. 

Fan "cutouts" will be offered for fans who miss cheering the 
Canes on in the stands. 

Canes players will be able to see the cut out from the stands 
while they play. If purchased by Sunday at noon, the fan 
cutout will be featured for the home opener on Jan. 21. 

The cutout will feature a photo cutout of you, your family 
member or even your favorite pet. 

Cutouts will be highlighted throughout the Canes social 
media platforms. It's not guaranteed that the cutouts will be 
visible on TV during games. 

At the end of the season, fans will be able to pick up their 
cutout as a souvenir keepsake. 

Each cut out costs $80 and a portion of proceeds will go to 
benefit the Carolina Hurricanes Foundation. 

To purchase a cut out and upload your image, go to the fan 
cutouts website. 

 
Staal added to NHL's COVID-19 list 

By Chris Lea 

A day after the Carolina Hurricanes shutout the Detroit Red 
Wings 3-0 in their season opener, the Canes announced that 
Jordan Staal has been added tot he NHL's COVID-19 
protocol list. 

That means the Canes Captain will immediately quarantine, 
and according to the NHL's COVID-19 protocols, Staal will 
have to produce three negative tests in a row, 24 hours 
between each test, before he's allowed to rejoin the team. 
The league will also continue contact tracing protocols with 
the team. 

Since the Canes are currently on the road in Detroit, players 
are currently only allowed to be in their hotel rooms unless 

they are practicing. They're not allowed to have roommates, 
go to bars, restaurants or any other destination outside of the 
arena and hotel. 

Staal is the first Canes player to be placed on the NHL's 
COVID-19 list. At the moment, the Hurricanes have not 
confirmed how much time that Staal will miss. 

Goalie Anton Forsberg was also added to the list. The Canes 
recently waived Forsberg and he was claimed by the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

The Canes return to the ice Saturday night for their second 
game against the Red Wings in a three-day span. That game 
is scheduled to begin at 7:00. 
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Appreciating the Little Things From the Canes' Win in Detroit 

Highlighting the finer details of the game 

By Michael Smith 

DETROIT - Head coach Rod Brind'Amour knew there 
wouldn't be much time to savor the Carolina Hurricanes' 3-0 
shutout win against the Detroit Red Wings on opening night 
of the 2020-21 season. 

"We'll go through this game and [figure out] how we can get 
better. It's going to be a long night for me or tomorrow all day 
looking at that," he said. "There was a lot of stuff that 
shouldn't have happened, but the fact that we worked really 
hard from start to finish and there weren't any lulls in the 
effort was probably what I was most pleased with." 

Even after a full preseason, the first week or two of games in 
a new season are always a bit scrambly at times. In the 
absence of exhibition games this year, the early-season rust 
might be a bit more caked on. 

But to the Canes' credit, they battled through the first-game 
jitters and mishaps to hold the Red Wings off the scoreboard. 
The defense was stingy, allowing just 14 shots on goal, while 
the Canes put 43 shots on Thomas Greiss at the other end 
of the ice. The Canes' power play got on the board, and the 
penalty kill was a perfect 2-for-2. And, in the end, the team 
snagged the win to start the season off right. 

"Game one after a long layoff, I'm not too upset about it," 
Brind'Amour said. "The effort was really good, and that's the 
key." 

Let's dive deeper into the Canes' first victory of the season 
and appreciate some of the finer details. 

Mrazek Sharp Early 

Petr Mrazek only faced 14 shots through 60 minutes - five in 
the first period, six in the second and just three in the third. 
That's a credit to the group of five in front of him for limiting 
the opposition's chances. There were breakdowns at times, 
though, and it led to quality scoring opportunities. 

Mrazek made his first stop of the season on the game's first 
shot, a wrap-around bid from Adam Erne. 

Later in the period, a defensive-zone turnover led to a quality 
look from Sam Gagner and a rebound scramble, both 
handled by Mrazek. 

Mrazek wasn't tested much, but when he did face a quality 
chance, he responded, en route to the franchise's third 
opening night shutout and the first since Sean Burke's in 
October 1996. 

"Petr, whenever we needed a save, it felt like he was going 
to make it," Brind'Amour said. 

Let's Get Physical 

Led by their captain Jordan Staal, the Canes set a physical 
tone early. 

Brady Skjei also got in on the action. 

Niederreiter Strikes First 

Nino Niederreiter scored 11 goals in 67 games last season. 

"I wasn't very happy or pleased with last season," he said. "I 
expected a lot more for me." 

The Canes expected more, too. Seeing Niederreiter find the 
back of the net for the team's first goal of the season is an 
encouraging sign. 

Even with Filip Hronek draped on his back, Sebastian Aho 
was able to protect the puck and slide a backhand pass over 
to Niederreiter, who was open with room to skate. 

Before the puck got to Niederreiter, Teuvo Teravainen tipped 
it through his legs, a deft, subtle skill play that went 
unnoticed by the official scorers until they credited an assist 
to No. 86 on Friday. 

With time and space, Niederreiter showed backhand to get 
Greiss to bite before wiring a quick shot past him. 

Dzingel, Svechnikov Seal It 

It was also an encouraging sign to see Ryan Dzingel, who 
scored eight goals in 64 games last season, find the back of 
the net in game one. The Canes need offensive talents like 
Niederreiter and Dzingel to be contributors at even strength 
and the power play. 

Dzingel's marker did indeed come on a late-game power 
play to stretch the Canes' lead to 2-0. Greiss was screened 
and could not track Jake Gardiner's point shot that Dzingel 
got his stick on to redirect in the net. 

With 65 seconds left in the game, it was Andrei Svechnikov 
finding bullseye in the empty net from the opposite blue line. 
Teravainen recorded the lone assist on the goal, the 200th of 
his career. 

Dougie Drops the Gloves 

Thursday's game marked just the second time in Dougie 
Hamilton's 553-game NHL career in which he's dropped the 
gloves. His last? Jan. 21, 2015, against Gabriel Landeskog. 
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Gagner caught Staal on the numbers in front of the Canes 
bench, spilling the captain awkwardly into the boards. 
Hamilton took exception, and from there, it was on. 

"That was surprising," Brind'Amour said. "I don't like seeing 
that, to be quite honest, but I like that he stepped up for his 
teammate." 

Odds and Ends 

Check out this faceoff alignment with Vincent Trocheck 
taking a draw from the left circle. He wins it back to Warren 

Foegele, who swings it over to Haydn Fleury for a one-timer 
chance. 

During one of the aforementioned extended shifts the Canes 
spent in their own zone, Teravainen made a keen diving 
save to prevent what would have been a quality scoring 
opportunity. 

The second power play unit needs a zone entry? Let Martin 
Necas handle it. 

Going one-on-one with Jaccob Slavin never ends well for the 
opposition. A nice stick play by No. 74 here.

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Red Wings 

Canes close out two-game set in Detroit 

By Michael Smith 

DETROIT - It's a rematch from Opening Night, as the 
Carolina Hurricanes square off again against the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (1-0-0, 2 points) at Detroit Red Wings 
(0-1-0, 0 points) 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

The Last Meeting 

With a stifling defense in front of 14 saves for Petr Mrazek, 
the Canes shut out the Red Wings, 3-0, on Thursday night. 
Nino Niederreiter opened the scoring just 3:38 into the game, 
and though Detroit managed only 11 shots through two 
periods, they were still within a goal of tying the game 
heading into the third period. Ryan Dzingel stretched the 
Canes' lead to 2-0 with 2:34 left in regulation, and Andrei 
Svechnikov sealed the win on an empty-net goal with 65 
seconds left. 

It might not have been the Canes' finest game - it was the 
first game of the season, after all - but a consistent effort 
propelled them to their first victory of the season. 

"We didn't play as good as we wanted to and made a lot of 
mistakes, but at the same time, we found a way to win the 
hockey game," Niederreiter said. "We all know as a group we 

have a lot better, and we know what we have to do to be 
better. It's the first game of the season, so it was a good 
win." 

News to Know 

Staal on COVID-19 Protocol List: Jordan Staal was added to 
the NHL's COVID-19 Protocol list on Friday. This list includes 
players who are unavailable to practice or play due to any of 
the following factors: 1) An unconfirmed positive COVID-19 
test, 2) Isolation due to experiencing symptoms, 3) Contact 
tracing, 4) A confirmed case of COVID-19 or 5) Quarantine 
for travel. 

200 for Turbo: Teuvo Teravainen recorded his 200th career 
NHL assist with the only helper on Svechnikov's empty-net 
goal on Thursday. Originally, that was his only point of the 
game, but the NHL later rightly credited Teravainen with an 
assist on Niederreiter's opening goal, as well. Teravainen 
has totaled 173 assists in 314 games with the Canes. 

Numbers to Know 

99: After his empty-net tally, Svechnikov is now one point 
away from the century mark in his NHL career. Svechnikov, 
selected second overall by the Canes in the 2018 NHL Draft, 
ranks first in his draft class in goals (45) and points (99) and 
second in assists (54). 

8: Mrazek's shutout was his eighth with the Canes and 22nd 
of his career. It was also the third Opening Night shutout in 
franchise and first since Sean Burke's in October 1996. 

295: Dougie Hamilton recorded two shots against Detroit on 
Thursday and has now registered at least one shot on goal in 
295 consecutive games played, the longest active streak in 
the NHL. 
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Hurricanes' Staal, Jets' Forsberg among players added to NHL's COVID list 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal, New Jersey 
Devils goaltender Eric Comrie and Winnipeg Jets goaltender 
Anton Forsberg were added to the NHL's COVID-19 protocol 
list Friday, per Sportsnet's Chris Johnston. 

Meanwhile, Ben Hutton, Karson Kuhlman, Gaetan Haas, 
James Neal, Luca Sbisa and Kasperi Kapanen were 
removed from the list. 

The league initially released the full list on its opening night 
and is expected to do so on a daily basis for the rest of the 
season. 

Players can be unavailable due to COVID-19 protocols as a 
result of a number of factors, including: an initial positive test, 

which remains unconfirmed pending another result, 
mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals, required 
quarantine as a high-risk close contact, isolation based on a 
confirmed positive test result and/or quarantine for travel or 
other reasons. 

The Jets claimed Forsberg off waivers from the Hurricanes, 
who got him from the Edmonton Oilers. Since Forsberg 
remained in Edmonton, he did not have to observe a 14-day 
quarantine because he stayed in Canada. 

Comrie was picked up by the Devils off waivers from the Jets 
and is still travelling to New Jersey. Staal played in the 
Hurricanes season opener against the Detroit Red Wings.

 

 

 
About Last Night: 1-0 

The Hurricanes started out the season with a 3-0 win in 
Detroit Thursday night, as Nino Niederreiter netted the first 
goal of the season. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The 2021 NHL season is finally underway for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who beat Detroit 3-0 Thursday night in Little 
Caesars Arena to kick off the season in the win column.  

The Canes got on the board early thanks to Nino 
Niederreiter, and got a late goal from Ryan Dzingel and an 
empty netter from Andrei Svechnikov to seal the deal. 
Carolina fully commanded the game, out-shooting Detroit 43-
14.  

Top-line Nino Niederreiter 

There was a lot of preseason talk surrounding the 
Hurricanes’ lines, as always, specifically Rod Brind’Amour’s 
decision to spread the wealth and break up the Svechnikov-
Sebastian Aho-Teuvo Teravainen line that was lights out 
when it played together last year.  

With Svechnikov moving off the top line, it was Niederreiter 
who stepped up to play alongside the dynamic duo of Aho 
and Teravainen, and Thursday night he was fantastic. 
Niederreiter had a pretty down season in 2019-20 after 
making a splash with the Canes in 2018-19, and the 
Hurricanes are going to need that first-season form back if 
he’s playing on the top line.  

He opened up the Canes’ scoring for the new season just 
3:38 into Thursday night’s game, slotting a great finish past 
Thomas Greiss off an exceptional pass from Aho.  

In total, Niederreiter finished with three shots on goal, 
challenging Greiss with two deflections on back-to-back trips 
down the ice in the second period. Niederreiter was engaged 
and active from start to finish, putting in really good shifts on 
the top line.  

If Carolina can get production and effort like that out of 
Niederreiter, then certainly he deserves his spot alongside 
Aho and Teravainen.  

Physicality out of the gate 

While there was obviously some rust to shake off and 
precision to find in a season opener that came after no 
preseason games and a shortened training camp, there 
wasn’t any need to find the physicality early for the 
Hurricanes.  

The Canes were hitting hard and often from the jump, 
finishing the game up 27-19 in the hit column. Jesper Fast, 
Svechnikov, Dzingel, Jordan Staal, Warren Foegele, Dougie 
Hamilton and Brady Skjei all finished with multiple hits, with 
Skjei delivering a crushing blow early in the first period.  

Carolina played a really strong first period, and the 
physicality was a big part of that. Hamilton even got into a 
rare fight, standing up for a hit delivered to Staal near the 
benches.  
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Defensive effort was good 

Obviously Petr Mrazek posted a shutout in net, but it was an 
all-around great defensive effort that got the job done. It 
seemed every defensive pairing was engaged, and a lot of 
forwards made some really good plays on that end of the ice, 
including a diving block by Teravainen.  

The Hurricanes gave up just 14 shots on goal to Detroit. In 
68 games last season, Carolina only gave up less than 15 
shots on net once. There was no questioning the effort and 
hustle plays that guys all over the ice were making. The 
defensive effort was completely there in game one in front of 
no fans.  

Wrapping Up 

It wasn’t a perfect first outing. There were certainly things to 
be cleaned up, and the Canes were far from clinical. And 
sure, the Hurricanes were the benefactor of getting to start 
against Detroit.  

But still, Carolina won in a game where it really commanded 
things from start to finish, controlling the puck and the 
opportunities. That’s all you can ask for; to be in the win 
column after game one. 

 
Carolina Hurricanes at Detroit Red Wings, Game 2: Game Preview and Storm Advisory  

The Hurricanes look to improve to 2-0 as they face the Red 
Wings for second time in three days. 

By Brett Finger  

The quest for 56-0 continues tonight as the Carolina 
Hurricanes face-off against the Detroit Red Wings in game 
two of a two-game opening series at Little Caesars Arena. 

The Canes managed their way through a messy game on 
opening night and they did so by way of a 3-0 shutout win. 
Tonight, they’ll run it back with Wings, but they’ll be without a 
huge piece of the puzzle due to their first COVID problem of 
what could be many this season. 

Let’s break it down. 

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Red Wings 

Record 1-0-0 0-1-0 

Goals/Game 3.00 0.00 

Goals Against/Game 0.00 3.00 

Shots/Game 43.00 14.00 

Face Off Win % 59.6% 40.4% 

Power Play % (Rank) 33.3% (7th) 0.0% (31st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 100.0% (2nd) 66.7% (14th) 

ES Corsi For % 66.67% 33.33% 

ES PDO 102.86 97.14 

PIM/Game 09:00 11:00 

Goaltender #1 

Category Petr Mrazek Thomas Greiss 

Record 1-0-0 0-1-0 

Save % .000 .952 

GAA 0.00 2.04 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Jonathan Bernier 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Game Notes 

The big news going into tonight’s game is the status of 
Canes captain Jordan Staal. It was announced on Friday that 
he was included on the NHL’s COVID protocol list. His 
inclusion on the list can be for a number of different reasons, 
as explained by the league: 

Continuing for the balance of the 2020-21 season, the NHL 
is sharing the names of Players who are “unavailable” to the 
Club (to practice, travel or play in games) due to COVID 
protocols. Such “COVID Protocol Related Absences” can be 
the result of a number of factors including, among others: (1) 
an initial positive test which remains unconfirmed until 
confirmatory testing is completed pursuant to the Positive 
Test Protocol; (2) mandated isolation for symptomatic 
individuals pursuant to the Positive Test Protocol; (3) 
required quarantine as a high-risk close contact in 
accordance with the Positive Test Protocol; (4) isolation 
based on a confirmed positive test result and/or; (5) 
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quarantine for travel or other reasons as outlined in the 
COVID-19 Protocol.  

No additional detail will be provided either by the League or 
the Club, including the precise reason the Player is 
unavailable or how long he might be out. 

Assuming he will not be in the lineup on Saturday, the 
Hurricanes will be able to utilize a player from their taxi 
squad, which includes three forwards, two defensemen, and 
one goaltender - all of whom are with the team in Detroit. 
Morgan Geekie is expected to get the nod, as Staal’s 
absence leaves a big hole in the middle of the ice and he has 
already played and played well at the NHL level as a 
centerman. 

Since 2009, the Hurricanes have started 2-0-0 just twice 
(2010 and 2019). If they win tonight, it will be the first time in 

Carolina franchise history that the team has started 2-0-0 in 
consecutive seasons. 

Dating back to last regular season, Jake Gardiner and Nino 
Niederreiter carry three-game point streaks into tonight’s 
matchup. 

The Hurricanes will have six remaining games against the 
Red Wings after tonight - four home games and two road 
games. 

Carolina has beaten Detroit in each of their last four head-to-
head contests and four of their last five on the road at Little 
Caesars Arena. 

  

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248545860.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/01/hurricanes-jordan-staal-in-covid-19-protocol/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/purchase-canes-fan-cutouts-to-be-a-part-of-crowd-at-pnc-arena/19474121/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/staal-added-to-nhl-s-covid-19-list/19474540/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/appreciating-the-little-things-from-canes-win-in-detroit/c-320329170 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings/c-320335074 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/maple-leafs-roster-decisions-changes-sheldon-keefe/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/15/22232351/about-last-night-1-0 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/16/22234177/carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings-game-2-game-preview-storm-advisory-jordan-staal-nhl-

gardiner 
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Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal on NHL COVID-19 protocol list 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 15, 2021 06:44 PM,  

 

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal has been placed on the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol list, the league announced Friday. 

Also on the list Friday was goalie Anton Forsberg, who was placed on 
NHL waivers Thursday by the Hurricanes and claimed Friday by the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Staal played Thursday in the Canes’ season opener at Detroit as 
Carolina took a 3-0 victory over the Red Wings. The Canes face the Red 
Wings again Saturday at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit. 

Staal, 32, becomes the first Hurricanes player to be listed by the league 
for COVID-19 issues, and it is not known how long he could be out. The 
veteran center could be replaced in the lineup Saturday by center 
Morgan Geekie, who is on the Canes’ taxi squad. 

The NHL in the 2020-21 season will share the names of players who are 
“unavailable” to the team to practice, travel or play in games because of 
coronavirus protocols. “COVID protocol related absences” can result 
from various factors, including: an initial positive test that remains 
unconfirmed; mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals; required 
quarantine as a high-risk close contact; and isolation based on a 
confirmed positive test. 

Neither the NHL nor the team will provide additional information on the 
reason the player is unavailable or how much time he may miss. 

News Observer LOADED: 01.16.2021 
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3 Positive Takeaways From the Hurricanes’ Season Opener 

 

BY MATT COSMAN 

JANUARY 15TH, 2021 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes will be happy to start the season with a win, but 
Thursday’s 3-0 victory over the Detroit Red Wings had even more 
underlying positives that indicate they are already showing signs of 
improvement. 

One game isn’t nearly enough time to make an accurate assessment of a 
team, but in a shortened 56-game season, where all regular-season 
games are played within your division, the urgency to get ahead early is 
more prevalent than ever. 

Here are three key takeaways from the Hurricanes’ season opener: 

Hurricanes Played a Full 60 Minutes 

Shaking off the rust has been a common theme in this early NHL season. 
With a shortened training camp and no preseason games, some teams 
have struggled to maintain a high tempo through a full 60 minutes. 

But not the Hurricanes. Thanks to their renowned conditioning levels and 
grueling work ethic instilled by head coach Rod Brind’Amour, they were 
able to dominate play for most of the game. 

The Hurricanes took the lead early with a goal by Nino Niederreiter at 
3:38 of the first period and the score remained 1-0 for the majority of the 
game. For most teams, especially the Hurricanes of the past, it would be 
easy to sit back or get discouraged from a lack of results. But their 
persistence was eventually rewarded with two goals in the final three 
minutes to seal the victory. 

The Hurricanes peppered Red Wings’ goalie Thomas Greiss with 43 
shots while surrendering just 14. They also outhit Detroit 27-19, while 
controlling play with an expected goals-for of 65.35 percent. 

The Hurricanes were 19-18-2 when outshooting their opponents last 
season, but 18-7-3 when getting outshot. Even against an opponent as 
weak as the Red Wings, it bodes well for the Hurricanes that they were 
able to squeeze out a clean, deserved win when last year, so many of 
those games went against them. 

Defense Pairs Are Working Magnificently 

We all knew Jaccob Slavin and Dougie Hamilton would be dynamite 
together on Carolina’s top pairing, but the other two duos on the 
Hurricanes blue line didn’t have much – if any – experience together. 

In their debut as a pairing, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei were 
impenetrable on the back end. Pesce, who hadn’t played a game since 
Feb. 22 because of shoulder surgery, was his solid usual self on 
defense, and specifically received praise from Brind’Amour following the 
game. 

“We got used to playing without [Pesce], then you stick a guy in there like 
that… Wow. He was pretty darn good for being out almost a year. We 
missed him, and we’re really, really excited that he’s back, because he is 
world class.” 

– Rod Brind’Amour on Brett Pesce’s performance in the season opener 

Pesce’s new blue line partner, Skjei, also made his mark on the game 
with his physicality and willingness to join the rush, which resulted in 
several scoring chances. 

The third pairing of Haydn Fleury and Jake Gardiner also showed signs 
of promise. Fleury had a revolving door of defense partners last season 
but did play with Gardiner for about 28% of the year. Gardiner, who 
struggled with consistency issues in his first year with Carolina, is looking 
to elevate his game to that next level, and Fleury’s emergence may help 
make that possible. 

Fleury led the Hurricanes with 2:36 shorthanded time-on-ice (TOI) on 
Thursday as the ‘Canes went 3-for-3 on the penalty kill. He logged a total 
of 18:40 TOI in the game, which is a massive upgrade from the 13:40 he 
averaged last season. 

Fleury broke out in last season’s playoffs and he looks to be right on 
track to continue his upward trajectory this year as well. If that confidence 
can infect his partner Gardiner, the Hurricanes will have one of the 
league’s finest defenses. 

2 Struggling Players Get Huge Confidence Boosters 

Confidence is everything in the early going of a season. Wins can 
provide that, but personal achievements also matter. For Niederreiter and 
Ryan Dzingel, 2019-20 was a frustrating and disappointing season. 
Struggling to provide offense, both players found themselves lost trying 
to contribute to the team when the puck just wasn’t going in for them. 

But in Game 1 of the 2020-21 season, both Niederreiter and Dzingel 
found the back of the net, which is guaranteed to provide a much-needed 
jump start to their morale. 

For Niederreiter in particular, getting the monkey off his back early is 
huge. To provide a more threatening offense, Brind’Amour has elected to 
separate Andrei Svechnikov from Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, 
even though the trio worked so well last season. 

Niederreiter knows what’s expected of him if he’s going to play on the 
Hurricanes’ top line, and after scoring just 11 goals and 18 assists in 67 
games last season, he’s looking for a fresh chance at a redemption year. 
Getting his first goal out of the way will be a massive boost to his 
confidence, which is probably the biggest factor in getting the big Swiss 
winger up and running. 

Similar to Gardiner, Dzingel faced his share of ups and downs in his first 
year in Carolina. After signing a two-year, $6.75-million contract in the 
summer of 2019, he was expected to provide some goal scoring, but he 
floundered with just eight goals in 64 games last season. 

As the season progressed, he fell out of favor with Brind’Amour, even 
sitting as a healthy scratch for half of the Hurricanes’ playoff games. But 
he is in a prime position to bounce back this season, even if he’s 
currently relegated to the fourth line. He has the talent to gradually 
ascend through the lineup – if Brind’Amour chooses – and a goal in the 
first game of the season is sure to help his cause. 

The Hurricanes have seven more meetings with the Red Wings this 
season. They will stay in Detroit for the second half of their doubleheader 
Saturday before traveling to Nashville to play the Predators on Monday. 
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Bobby Ryan, eyeing Detroit Red Wings debut, wants 'to do right' by the 
sweater 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Bobby Ryan didn’t like what he was seeing, so he moved. Relocating 
helped, but it still wasn’t close to where he really wants to be. 
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Ryan is expected to make his Detroit Red Wings debut on Saturday 
when they host the Carolina Hurricanes, two days after being shutout by 
the Canes in the season opener. 

A free agent signing by general manager Steve Yzerman, Ryan hasn’t 
played since March 11 — he played for Ottawa last season — and took 
notice Thursday as he watched his new team's first game in 310 days. 
Ryan missed that game because of an injury suffered during the first 
week of training camp. 

“All those things you don’t see for 10 months — the reads that you have 
to make, the 30-foot passes that are all of a sudden more important than 
they are in an informal skate, those things add up and you have to get 
them out of the way,’ Ryan said Friday. “There’s a lot of growing room 
after that game from what I saw. Now it’s my turn to go through that first 
game, so try not to pick me apart too badly.” 

The Wings focused on special teams during practice after failing to 
convert on two power plays in the opener. Ryan was on Dylan Larkin’s 
unit, along with Tyler Bertuzzi, Anthony Mantha and Danny DeKeyser, a 
group that has the talent to be dangerous. 

“I think I can help them on the entries because we weren’t real crisp 
there,” Ryan said. I think if me and Bert continue to be the net-front guys 
— you know that Bert is going to get a stick on just about everything that 
comes through there — we can create a lot of havoc down low, and then 
we can let the skill guys do what they do on the outside. 

“There’s tons of potential. Potential is great, but you have to find a way to 
execute. Especially in a short year, special teams are going to be more 
emphasized than ever, really.” 

Coach Jeff Blashill said that with Ryan having missed a week of 
practices, the plan is to ease him in at even strength (based on practice, 
it looked like Ryan will sub in for Frans Nielsen). 

“First and foremost, you hope it can help our power play,” Blashill said. 
“The power play needed to be better. That’s one area we feel Bobby can 
really help. We’ll spot him in 5-on-5 but hopefully that can lead to him get 
his legs going, and then give us more secondary scoring. We feel he’s in 
a good spot to be able to help us.” 

The opener was a disappointment after the hope built up during camp, as 
the Canes scored early and never looked like they were going to lose. 
Unlike the Wings, the Canes were part of the summer playoff bubble. 

“We just hadn’t been in that environment in a long time,” Blashill said. 
“There are a little bit of jitters. You are just not as locked into your routine 
as you normally are. I’m sure that that could have played part into some 
guys and maybe the performance wasn’t as good from some as I think it 
will be moving forward. 

“For two periods, we did an all right job, although we can be way better. 
Then in the third, it got away from us.” 

Ryan had a different view as he moved around Little Caesars Arena. 

“The first two periods I watched on TV, and I felt like we looked terrible,” 
he said. “Then when I watched the third up top, I said, 'oh, it’s not this 
bad. It’s just terrible on TV.' So it didn’t translate well when you are trying 
to pick things apart. 

“I wasn’t sure what to expect. I talked to so many guys who played in the 
bubble and how it was. I think they did a great job with the synthetic 
noise to try to create some atmosphere. But you can almost hear the 
guys yelling at each other.” 

As he anticipates his debut, Ryan spoke to fellow newcomer Vladislav 
Namestnikov about the experience. 

“I have that same kind of nervous energy that I’ve had in the past — my 
first game in Ottawa, my first game in Anaheim,” Ryan said. “I talked to 
Vladdy and he said he hadn’t recalled being that nervous in a while. It’s 
not lost on me that I’m getting to wear an Original Six jersey. There’s a lot 

of history there and you want to do right by it.  I’m excited to put it on. My 
excitement is at an all time high.” 
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Detroit Red Wings eye quick redemption after opening night loss to 
Carolina Hurricanes 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The good news for the Detroit Red Wings is they get another shot at the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday. 

That’s the best balm that could be applied after the Wings fell flat in their 
season opener, losing 3-0 on Thursday before empty stands at Little 
Caesars Arena. 

The first couple minutes went well, but then the Canes went full tilt 
against goaltender Thomas Greiss and Dylan Larkin left his first 
performance as captain knowing he needs to be much better — as do his 
teammates, if they want to avoid 2021 becoming too much like the 
disaster that was last season. 

“I made a poor mistake with the puck on their first goal,” Larkin said. 
“They get extended power play time late in the third and capitalize. You 
take away those two mistakes and it’s a very close hockey game. 

“The beauty of it is we come out and we play Saturday and we win, we 
get two points back on those guys and even it up.” 

To do that, the Wings will have to find a way to spend more time around 
Carolina’s net. Former Wings goaltender Petr Mrazek saw just 11 shots 
through two periods, and 14 total. 

Compare that to the 42 shots Greiss faced. Ryan Dzingel scored on a 
power play at 17:26 of the third period and Andrei Svechnikov slipped the 
puck into an empty net with 1:05 to play. 

“Thomas played well,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “He made the big saves at 
big moments to keep it a 1-0 game. He did the things he needed to do. 

“He had to be real good in the third and that’s unfortunate, but he did do 
a good job.” 

That, at least, is a huge positive for the Wings, whose struggles last year 
partly stemmed from how much Jimmy Howard struggled, forcing the 
team to rely exclusively on Jonathan Bernier. 

Blashill had the scoring chances as even after two periods, but said the 
Canes had a 10-2 advantage in the third period. One of the worst stats of 
the evening for the Wings was in the first period, when the Canes won 
71% of the faceoffs. It was 60-40 to the Canes at the end of the game, 
but that’s still too big a disparity. 

“They’re a great faceoff team and their D are big and can skate well,” 
Larkin said. "We have to find a way to generate more shots. We’ve seen 
Petr Mrazek a lot, being our former teammate, you get traffic on him and 
he starts scrambling around and there are going to be rebounds and 
chaos at the net. We have to find a way to make it hard on him and hard 
on their defense.” 

Larkin’s line with Anthony Mantha and Tyler Bertuzzi was a minus-2 on 
the night. On the first goal, Larkin turned the puck over to Sebastian Aho, 
who passed it to Nino Niederreiter for the opening goal. The line wasn’t 
effective in the offensive zone. 

“I just think the line probably pressed too much,” Blashill said. “We forced 
too many plays. We tried to make things up that weren’t there and next 
thing you know, you’re defending. 
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“In the end it’s all of us and as a group, we have to be better.” 
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Bobby Ryan excited to jump into Red Wings' lineup 

 

TED KULFAN 

The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — One thing, for sure, forward Bobby Ryan noticed while 
watching Thursday’s Red Wings’ game above ice level. 

It sure is easier from up there. 

“When I drove home last night I was thinking about that,” said Ryan after 
Friday’s practice. Ryan missed the game due to an undisclosed injury. “I 
would be the MVP of the league if I could play every game from up there. 

“The things that you think you are seeing are not quite there in the 
players’ eyes.” 

Ryan most likely gets his first chance to see those things on the ice 
Saturday, as the Red Wings again host Carolina (7 p.m./FSD/97.1 FM). 

Ryan went through Friday’s practice, felt good, and appears to ready to 
make his Wings’ debut after missing five days of practices and 
scrimmages 

“I feel great, happy with the way I responded to my injury,” Ryan said. “All 
good news, I’m hoping to join the guys. I’m just happy with whatever role 
they give me.” 

Ryan had been practicing on a line with Robby Fabbri and Filip Zadina, 
but it’s unclear if coach Jeff Blashill will return to that immediately. 

For now, Blashill is hopeful Ryan’s return can spark a Wings’ power play 
that didn’t look all that powerful Thursday against the Hurricanes. 

“Our power play needed to be better and that’s one area where we feel 
he can really help ,” Blashill said. “We’ll spot him five-on-five, hopefully 
that can lead to getting his legs underneath him and once he gets going, 
he’s a guy that hopefully can give us some more scoring. We feel he’s in 
a good spot to be able to help us.” 

Ryan was on a power-play unit with Dylan Larkin, Anthony Mantha, Tyler 
Bertuzzi and Danny DeKeyser during Thursday’s practice. 

Playing the net-front position, Ryan feels he can get sticks on pucks and 
create havoc around the Hurricanes’ net. 

“We’ve gotten reps together in camp and then I missed the scrimmages 
where you get real reps,” Ryan said. “That makes it a little more difficult 
to slide in. I can help them on the entries, we weren’t real crisp there 
(Thursday) but we were better at it this morning. 

“If me and Bert continue to be the net-front guys, and Bert is going to get 
his stick on just about everything that comes through, it can (create 
havoc) and then we can let the skill guys do what they do on the outside.” 

Ryan is also looking forward to putting on the Wings’ jersey for the first 
time. 

Ryan talked about the nervous energy any player of playing on a new 
team, and mentioned a discussion he had with new teammate Vladislav 
Namestnikov about Thursday’s game. 

“He said he hadn’t recalled being that nervous in a while,” Ryan said. “It’s 
not lost on me I’m getting to wear an Original Six jersey, so there’s a lot 
of history there and you want to do right by it. 

“I’m excited to put it on.” 

Ice chips 

Forwards Givani Smith and Michael Rasmussen, defensemen Dennis 
Cholowski and Gusatv Lindstrom and goaltenders Calvin Pickard and 
Kevin Boyle comprise the Wings' taxi squad, awaiting a chance to play if 
needed, given the unpredictability of operating a sports team during a 
pandemic. 

The taxi squad practices daily with the Wings — and often times have a 
second session with skills coach Brandon Naurato —  to keep sharp. 

Blashill views this as an opportunity for young players to improve and 
sharpen their skills. 

"It's a combination of being mentally and physically ready to come into a 
game when needed, and continue to get better (and an) extension of 
training camp in terms of grinding those guys to get better," Blashill said. 

There's a good chance some of the taxi players will wind up in Grand 
Rapids when the American League season begins, and play some 
games there. But until then, it's a good opportunity to work hard to get to 
the NHL. 

"It's not easy," said Blashill, noting it's not easy to make the NHL either. 
"We have young guys who want to be in the NHL. They have to grind, 
and grind, to get better. To me, it's a great opportunity to help them get 
better and put them in position where they can help us." 

... The Wings' Feb. 21 home game against the Panthers has been moved 
up to 5 p.m. Saturday Feb. 20.  Also, the faceoff time for the Friday, Feb. 
19 home against Florida has been p to 7 p.m. from 7:30 p.m.  

Hurricanes at Red Wings 

Faceoff: 7 Saturday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

TV/radio: FSD/97.1 

Outlook: Carolina (1-0-0) shut out the Wings Thursday 3-0. ... Former 
Wings G Petr Mrazek stopped all 14 shots he faced, as the Hurricanes 
dominated defensively. ... This will be the second of a two-game "series," 
which will be common in this season's NHL schedule. Columbus comes 
to Little Caesars Arena for games Monday and Tuesday. 
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Red Wings muster little attack in 3-0 season-opening loss 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Thomas Greiss made his Detroit Red Wings debut Thursday and 
experienced what his goaltending partner, Jonathan Bernier, dealt with 
last season – not much offensive support. 

On this night, he received no offensive support. 

Former Red Wing Petr Mrazek needed to make only 14 saves for his 
22nd career shutout as the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Red Wings 
3-0 in the season-opener at Little Caesars Arena. 

The loss spoiled a strong outing from Greiss, an offseason free-agent 
acquisition from the Islanders, who made 40 saves to keep his team in 
the game until the final minutes. 

The Hurricanes dominated puck possession, spending much of the game 
in Detroit’s zone as a result. 
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The Red Wings ranked last in the NHL in goals per game (2.00) and 
shots per game (27.1) in 2019-20, and though it’s only one game, it 
doesn’t appear much has changed. 

Ryan Dzingel’s power-play goal gave the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead with 2:34 
remaining in the third period, which at that point seemed like an 
insurmountable deficit. 

Andrei Svechnikov added an empty-net goal with 1:05 to play. 

It was the Red Wings’ first game since March 10, 2020, a 5-2 loss to 
Carolina at LCA. 

The teams will meet again here on Saturday, with the NHL schedule 
featuring mostly consecutive games between the same teams in the 
same city to reduce travel. 

The Hurricanes led 1-0 after the first period on Nino Niederreiter’s goal at 
3:38. 

Sebastian Aho’s slick stickwork made it possible. He knocked down 
Larkin’s pass in the neutral zone, carried the puck into the offensive zone 
and, while defenders converged on him, made a nice backhand pass to a 
open Niederreiter in the slot. 

Four Red Wings chased Aho, leaving Niederrieter open in the middle of 
the ice. 
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Red Wings will miss fans in arena but excited to return after long 
absence 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

After 10 months away, the Detroit Red Wings will not be greeted by 
20,000 boisterous fans at Little Caesars Arena tonight in their season 
opener against the Carolina Hurricanes. Instead, they will see a 
cavernous empty building with large red tarps covering thousands of 
black seats. 

Playing in empty arenas, at least for the near future, will be one of 
irregularities during this pandemic-affected 56-game season for most 
NHL teams, including the Red Wings. 

The absence of fans will be particularly noticeable with the lack of pomp 
and circumstance that accompanies a home-opener. 

“You certainly miss a lot of that,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “You miss being 
around the fans, the energy of the fans, the energy that’s created with all 
that is the first game of the season. That’s going to be a part that’s void. 
Life is different right now and sports are different. We’re also trying to say 
focused on what we can control and that’s going out and playing good 
hockey. We’re going to adapt as everyone has to. 

“But I also know that our business ops side are working to create a good 
atmosphere. It’s unknown to us, but we’ll make adjustments as needed.” 

This will be the Red Wings’ first game since March 10, 2020, a 5-2 loss 
to Carolina at LCA. Two days later, the league paused due to COVID-19. 
It resumed in late July with 24 teams competing in the playoffs in bubble 
cities Edmonton and Toronto. 

All seven of the Red Wings’ Central Division rivals took part in the restart, 
but Patrik Nemeth doesn’t believe the long layoff will place his team at a 
disadvantage. 

“Even teams that played in the playoffs, it’s been quite some time since 
they played, so I don’t think it’s going to be too much of an advantage for 

them,” Nemeth said. “It’s been looking pretty crisp in training camp, so I 
anticipate we should be pretty good.” 

The Red Wings will have six new players in the lineup tonight, five of 
whom -- Thomas Greiss, Jon Merrill, Vladislav Namestnikov, Marc Staal 
and Troy Stecher – have experience playing in empty arenas from the 
2020 postseason. 

“It’s not even close to the same. It’s a different feeling for sure,” Staal 
said. “You have a glorious chance and normally the crowd would either 
go nuts or quiet and there’s no reaction. Momentum swings in the game 
aren’t quite the same. You got to stay mentally sharp for sure. That’s 
going to be a challenge.” 

Said Merrill: “In the heat of the moment, between the whistles, it’s 
hockey, you’re competitive and the intensity of the game takes over. But 
when the whistle goes and it’s those TV timeouts, you’re kind of looking 
around, it’s definitely weird.” 

Some of the home-ice advantage is negated, like the momentum the 
crowd can help a team create and maintain. But having the last change 
still is an advantage. 

“You still have matchups and matchups matter enough, especially getting 
the right defense pair out against highly skilled forwards,” Blashill said. 

For now, only four teams will host games with limited capacity – Arizona, 
Dallas, Florida and Tampa Bay. Whether or not the Red Wings are 
allowed to have fans in the building later this season, they are just happy 
to be back and erase the memories of a dreadful 2019-20 season. 

“There’s always a great excitement, there’s always a fresh slate,” newly 
named captain Dylan Larkin said. “I think this year with a lot of new 
faces, a lot of guys coming from teams that were in the playoffs, a lot of 
guys that signed here knowing the situation we were in last year and 
came here for an opportunity to make us better and prove that they could 
be a huge part of our future. That means a lot. Those guys have brought 
in a great energy. 

“There’s a collective jam to us that we don’t want it to happen again and 
we want to get out of the gate hot and win and have a great season.” 
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Rebuilding Red Wings lose season opener to Carolina 3-0 

 

By Larry Lage 

AP Sports Writer 

Jan 14, 2021 Updated Jan 15, 2021 

 

DETROIT — Nino Niederreiter scored early in the first period and Petr 
Mrazek had to make just 14 saves for a shutout, helping the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Detroit Red Wings 3-0 Thursday night in the season 
opener for both teams. 

“It felt great being back on the ice," Niederreiter said. “It’s been quite 
some time without a game.” 

Ryan Ddzingel scored on a power play with 2:34 left and Andrei 
Svechnikov added an empty-net goal. 

Detroit goalie Thomas Greiss made only one save before he gave up a 
goal, but stopped 40 shots to give his offensively challenged team a 
chance for two-plus periods. 
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The Red Wings, who were easily the NHL's worst team last season, 
played for the first time since they lost to Carolina at home on March 10, 
2020. 

“Once you started playing, you stopped thinking about it as much and it 
wasn’t quite as weird,” Red Wings center Dylan Larkin said. 

Carolina's layoff was less than half as long because it played until late in 
the summer, sweeping the New York Rangers in the playoffs after the 
pause before being eliminated by Boston in five games. 

“Game 1 after a long layoff, I’m not too upset about it," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “The effort was really good.” 

The Hurricanes were dominant in the opener, outshooting Detroit 43-14. 

“Not a lot of action,” said Mrazek, who was drafted by Detroit in 2010 and 
spent six seasons with the franchise. “But they were in our zone for a 
while and our D did a great job, blocking a lot of shots." 

Thanks to Greiss, Carolina didn't lead by more than a goal until Ddzingel 
converted late in the third period. Svechnikov's empty-netter came about 
a minute later. 

“I thought we played hard and kept it close,” Greiss said. “It was a good 
step in the right direction.” 

ROUGH START 

Larkin made his debut as captain of the Red Wings, and his giveaway 
helped the Hurricanes score first. 

Larkin's backhand pass in his own end was picked off by Sebastian Aho, 
whose pass from the right circle to the left circle set up Niederreiter with 
open space to score on Greiss 3:38 into the game. 

“I made a poor mistake with the puck that led to the first goal,” Larkin 
said. “Then, they got extended power play time in the third and got the 
second goal. If you take away those mistakes, it’s a very close game 
against a great team.” 

FIRST FIGHT 

Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton and Detroit forward Sam 
Gagner dropped gloves and threw punches much to the delight of 
players on both teams. Their teammates hit their sticks on the boards 
and the ice when the brief brawl ended. 

“I don’t like seeing that, but it’s nice to see him stand up for our group," 
Brind’Amour said. 

TAKING ADVANTAGE 

The Hurricanes are shooting to make the playoffs in three straight years 
for the first time since relocating to North Carolina in 1997 from Hartford, 
Connecticut. Playing the rebuilding Red Wings eight times in 56 games in 
the pandemic-altered Central Division should help Carolina's chances. 

PANDEMIC PLAY 

The Red Wings piped in crowd noise and put red tarps over most of the 
seats in Little Caesars Arena's lower bowl, leaving some uncovered to 
allow up to 250 family members and friends of players, coaches and 
team employees to attend the game. 

“It sounded a lot better than it did in the bubble," Niederreiter said. “Even 
with no fans, you could feel a little bit of an atmosphere.” 

WHAT’S NEXT 

Detroit hosts Carolina on Saturday night and both teams will likely use 
different goaltenders, hoping to manage their workload during a 
condensed season. The Red Wings' No. 2 goalie is Jonathan Bernier. 
The Hurricanes have two other options in net: James Reimer and Anton 
Forsberg. 
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The Red Wings return, with a chance to grow: Observations from Game 
1 

 

By Max Bultman 

Jan 15, 2021 

 

DETROIT — As the puck dropped and the bodies started flying 
Thursday, the red tarps and empty seats at Little Caesars Arena faded 
out of focus and the surreal finally gave way to the familiar. 

The Red Wings, after 10 months, were back. 

“It felt like your first game in the NHL tonight,” newly named Red Wings 
captain Dylan Larkin said afterward. “It’s been a while.” 

There were some nerves, and perhaps some rust. There was also a 
sturdy Carolina team on the other side, with Larkin saying it felt like there 
were no lanes or plays to make early in the game. And it ended with an 
all-too-reminiscent final score, with the Hurricanes scoring twice in the 
third period (once on an empty net) to win 3-0. They outshot the Red 
Wings 43-14. 

But the Red Wings’ first game back after the better part of a year wasn’t 
entirely the same-old, same-old, either. The team that took the ice 
Thursday is still largely the same roster that lived through a brutally 
difficult 2019-20 campaign, but the story of this season will in many ways 
be how they’ve grown from it after so much time away. 

Thursday was the first chapter. 

1. Larkin started 2021 with a play he’d like back, trying to feather a 
backhand pass up to Tyler Bertuzzi through the neutral zone, only to 
have it swatted down by Sebastian Aho and taken the other way, with 
Aho eventually finding a streaking Nino Niederreiter for a goal 3:38 into 
the game. 

It made for a bit of a déjà vu check for a team that had so much go wrong 
last season. 

Larkin owned the turnover, calling it a “poor mistake,” and it was. But part 
of the reason it ended up in the back of the net was also the fact 
Niederreiter wasn’t even on the ice when the turnover happened, 
allowing him to sneak into the play as the Red Wings recovered. 

GIVE ME FUEL 

GIVE ME FIRE 

GIVE ME NINO NIEDERREITER PIC.TWITTER.COM/O7LBABQPYR 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) JANUARY 15, 2021 

Detroit had locked down Teuvo Teravainen, Aho’s apparent outlet option, 
on the backcheck, but Niederreiter’s late push into the rush gave Aho a 
trailer to set up a Grade-A chance, and the goal. Anthony Mantha would 
have had the best shot at disrupting Niederreiter, but it’s not clear 
whether he’d even seen him until Aho threw the pass. By then it was too 
late. Multiple players on the ice there would probably like this sequence 
back. 

2. Giving up the quick goal, though, offered an early test for one of the 
Red Wings’ key struggles last season: How they responded when things 
went wrong. Last season, one-goal deficits had a tendency to grow and 
spiral for Detroit. 

This time around, all things considered, the Red Wings responded OK. 
They obviously didn’t manage to score the entire game, which is a 
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problem, but despite that they managed to keep the game within reach 
for the next 53 minutes against a clearly more talented team. 

This is the fine line the Red Wings are going to be walking all year: 
Losing close is still losing, and nobody’s going to be happy about it. Even 
newcomer Mathias Bromé, coming off his first career NHL game, had to 
subdue his postgame reaction to that milestone because of the result. At 
the same time, starting from where they are, keeping games close with a 
chance to steal one late basically needs to be their recipe all season. 

And in many ways, that possibility was there Thursday, until a dominant 
effort from Carolina in the third period. They’ll just need some actual 
goals going forward. 

3. “Honestly, for two periods, it was a fairly even hockey game,” Red 
Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “That’s what the chances say, that was 
kind of my gut feeling on the bench. Everything outside of the shot total 
told me it was an even hockey game. That’s probably a bad job on us, 
not getting enough pucks to the cage and a really good job (by) them, but 
other than that, I thought for two periods it was fairly even.” 

The shot differential, certainly, was striking, so this comment from Blashill 
jumped out. After checking, though, he’s right: Carolina’s overwhelming 
edge in shots on goal belied the fact it was only out-chancing the Red 
Wings 19-16 after two periods, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

That ballooned in the third, though, when the Hurricanes racked up 18 
additional chances compared to two for Detroit. With the Red Wings 
chasing, their push in that last period was just not good enough, and 
Carolina slammed the door. 

The dagger felt inevitable for much of the third, but never more so than 
when, with just 13 seconds left on a late penalty kill, Patrik Nemeth was 
called for hooking. That gave the Hurricanes a brief 5-on-3 and, more 
importantly, extended their power play. 

Ryan Dzingel scored less than a minute later, and that was the game. 
Andrei Svechnikov tacked on an empty-netter to bring the final score to 
3-0. 

4. In getting shut out, the Red Wings certainly needed more from their 
top line of Larkin, Mantha and Bertuzzi. The trio had flashes, including a 
moving redirect by Larkin in the slot that led to one of Detroit’s most 
dangerous chances, but the Red Wings rely on those three so much that 
it’s nearly impossible to win without them being all the way on. 

Blashill said the line “probably pressed too much,” and perhaps that was 
to be expected in the first game in 10 months. 

5. Speaking of things that were to be expected, but still proved costly: 
Robby Fabbri clearly battled and competed hard as Detroit’s second-line 
center Thursday, but he had a tough go of it in the face-off circle. 
Transitioning from the wing to playing center this season, Fabbri won just 
2 of 14 draws. 

He had a tough matchup against Carolina, which both Blashill and Larkin 
praised as a good faceoff team, and it’s perfectly fair to expect him to 
take a while to get up to par on the dot. 

But this is going to be something his line with Filip Zadina and Vladislav 
Namestnikov may have to overcome in the early going. Carolina’s shot-
attempt differential was widest against that line on Thursday. 

6. And that wasn’t just about face-offs or Fabbri, either. 

“This could be said of a lot of our group, especially our offensive players: 
I thought we needed to play from the defensive side of the puck a little bit 
better,” Blashill said. “And not just them. Just our group in total, and 
especially our offensive guys. I thought as the game went along we 
started pressing for offense, meaning you’re kind of hoping the puck 
goes your way instead of making sure you’re playing from the D side. … 
They had some good shifts in the O zone, but you’ve got to get to the O 
zone. To get to the O zone, you’ve gotta defend well.” 

As is a familiar story for the Red Wings, they will face talent mismatches 
on many nights this season, which only increases the need for them to 
do the little things well. It’s all they can actually control. 

7. In net, Thomas Greiss saved 40 shots in his first game as a Red Wing. 
Few teams hammer pucks to the net quite like the Hurricanes, but being 
able to handle high shot volumes is pretty much essential for a Detroit 
goalie, so he passed his first test in that regard. Larkin shouted out 
Greiss’ play toward the beginning of his postgame news conference as 
one thing he liked about the evening for the Red Wings. 

8. Of the other Detroit newcomers, Bromé, in his first career game, had 
the highlight-reel play, fending off a defender to bring the puck around 
the net and fire one off the crossbar. More subtly, Troy Stecher had some 
nice keeps at the offensive blue line, which will be essential for the Red 
Wings to keep possession more often this season. 

9. One of the most interesting new aspects of this season will be the 
chance for teams to now adjust to one another game-to-game, with 
nearly the entire schedule played in two-game series against the same 
opponent. 

Detroit will face Carolina again Saturday, so, after a shutout loss, what 
has to change? 

“Their ‘D’ are big and can skate well, so it’s harder to get to the middle of 
the ice on them, but we’re going to have to find a way to do it,” Larkin 
said. “We’re going to have to find a way to generate more shots, 
generate more time in the O zone, and find a way. We’ve seen Petr 
Mrazek a lot here, in being our former teammate — you get traffic on him 
and he starts scrambling around, and there’s going to be rebounds and 
chaos at the net. So we’ve gotta find a way to make it hard for him and 
make it hard on their defense.” 

Of course, Carolina could also go with James Reimer Saturday. But 
Larkin’s core points about finding ways to attack the Hurricanes’ stout, 
mobile defense will apply regardless. 

10. The big picture tonight, though, is two-fold. 

This was still just one game out of 56, and the sky did not fall because 
one of the Central Division’s best teams shut out one of its worst. The 
Red Wings need more from their top two lines, but the Larkin line in 
particular has earned enough benefit of the doubt to think it’ll be better as 
it kicks into gear. 

At the same time, it was also clear Thursday night that while this is not 
last year, and several newcomers are in the fold, the Red Wings are still 
going to face many of the same problems they have been for years now. 
They’re going to have to play nearly mistake-free hockey most nights to 
win, and they didn’t do that Thursday. Most likely, they won’t do it most 
nights, because it’s not easy to do. 

So, it looks like it’s going to be another long season for Detroit. In some 
ways, a familiar one. 

But as the Red Wings navigate their way through it, they’ll have a chance 
to show how much — or whether — they’ve really grown. 
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How new kids already helped Nashville Predators show they are tougher 
in opener 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

It wasn't only the new kids on the blocks for the Predators during their 
season opener Thursday. 
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But some of the new players — Mark Borowiecki, Matt Benning, Erik 
Haula and Luke Kunin — accounted for seven of Nashville's 20 blocked 
shots during a 3-1 victory at mostly empty Bridgestone Arena. 

Borowiecki tied Viktor Arvidsson for a team-high three. Twelve of 18 
skaters had at least one. 

It was but one game, but the first of 56 steps as the team attempts to 
shed its soft identity of recent past. 

This was the very definition of what coach John Hynes has preached ad 
nauseum about being a hard team to play against. 

The Predators allowed the Blue Jackets just three of their 30 shots on 
goal during the third period, another sign of what Hynes is looking for. 

"We wanted to have an identity," Hynes said. "At the end of the game we 
were difficult to play against, we did have a committed effort." 

Another newcomer, though hardly a kid at 35 years old, Brad Richardson 
assisted on Filip Forsberg's winning goal in the third period. In all, four 
Predators making their debuts with the team accounted for points — 
Kunin's tying goal was assisted by Borowiecki and Haula. 

"Don't expect much of that from me," joked Borowiecki, whose career 
high in points is 18. "I don't want to set the expectations too high." 

Borowiecki and Benning did a good enough job on the third pairing, a 
weak spot last season. They each played 1:45 on the penalty kill, another 
sore spot last year. 

"I don't really want to talk too much about last year," Forsberg said. "We 
flipped a switch coming into this season. ... We played hard through the 
whole game. It wasn't pretty in the first but got prettier the longer we 
played." 

Shots were being blocked. Saves were being made by Juuse Saros, the 
first goalie not named Pekka Rinne to start an opener for the Predators 
since 2009. Hits were being dished out. 

Difficult to play against, just like Hynes wants. 

"You can dissect the game, but it's more the mentality of not unraveling 
when something bad happens," Hynes said after pointing out the 
importance of the blocked shots. "You don't go rogue off of what you 
want to do. ... I don't think you're coming out of this game saying, one, 
you got outworked and two, there wasn't a strong commitment level 
throughout the lineup." 

That was something defenseman Ryan Ellis alluded to at the beginning 
of camp. 

"In years past we've always been the team that outworks," Ellis said. 
"The last couple of years we've been the outworked team." 

The Predators have their work cut out for them with the shortened 
season and intradivisional schedule. 

But if the new players have anything to say about it, that work will be 
welcomed. 

"It was surreal putting on a different color pair of socks and a jersey," 
said Borowiecki, who spent the previous nine seasons with the Senators. 
"It's been a long time for me in red and black." 
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More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the Nashville Predators 
badly need | Estes 

 

GENTRY ESTES    

 

Bring a jacket. 

That’s the first lesson from a weird season opener Thursday at 
Bridgestone Arena. To fans fortunate enough to get in there this season, 
you don’t realize how much colder it is without all those people in the 
seats. 

Next lesson: There was much to like in the Predators’ 3-1 victory. 

They fought through the rust to claim a tough game against a good foe in 
the Blue Jackets. The Preds didn’t fall apart when they conceded a goal 
early. They played their best late. Luke Kunin scored in his debut with the 
team. Juuse Saros validated his status as the No. 1 goaltender ahead of 
Pekka Rinne. 

You couldn’t knock the effort by the players – or by their small number of 
fans, who provided a mask-wearing catfish, trying their best to make up 
for the thousands who were missing. 

“The people that were here,” said Filip Forsberg, “they did a great job." 

Oh, how Smashville would have roared about six minutes into the third 
period, when Forsberg sliced from one end of the ice to the other, 
through three Blue Jackets, creating space and then patiently sailing the 
puck into the net for a 2-1 lead. 

Forsberg’s dose of singular brilliance was the highlight of the evening. It 
was what you like most if you’re the Preds. 

It’s exactly what has been missing, delivered by their forward most likely 
to provide it. Not just scoring a goal. Scoring that type of goal. A special 
moment few players are capable of producing. 

Forsberg can, though. 

We know that. We’ve seen it. We just haven’t seen it enough. 

The Preds badly need Forsberg to be that guy. Because they don’t have 
that guy. 

They have good forwards but no great one, that prolific goal-scorer that 
can change any game in an instant and the opposing team fears him 
because of it. Forsberg is by far the most likely on the Preds to become 
that, even if he hasn't yet. 

NHL.com this week ranked the league’s top 250 players for fantasy 
hockey. Only one Nashville forward was in the top 200: Forsberg at No. 
84. 

That speaks to the Preds’ lack of scoring punch and to Forsberg as the 
most likely exception to it, albeit one that still should last into the seventh 
round of a 12-team fantasy league. 

Thursday's goal was Forsberg's 167th with the Preds, moving him into 
second in franchise history (behind David Legwand’s 210). That’s 
remarkable because Forsberg is only 26. Good as he has been at times, 
goals like Thursday are what separate him. They suggest another level 
out there for him to reach, that we’ve not yet seen his breakout season. 

Forsberg hasn't finished a season with more than the 33 goals he had 
way back in 2015-16. Last season's 21 goals were his lowest total in six 
years. 

A new season, Forsberg said Thursday morning, “is more about proving 
it to ourselves” after a difficult 2019-20 for the franchise. 

Many players took it hard, and Forsberg did, too. He has been critical of 
himself for last season, so much that he said after the opening victory 
that he doesn’t want to keep harping on it. 

"I thought we played hard through the whole game,” Forsberg said. “It 
wasn't pretty in the first. It got prettier, I guess, the longer we played.” 

More encouraging, too. 

If Forsberg can heat up this season, these Preds just might, too. 
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Predators practiced what they preached, showed effort in win over Blue 
Jackets 

 

By Adam Vingan Jan 15, 2021  

 

Ninety minutes before the Predators’ season opener Thursday, the 
Bridgestone Arena plaza sat dark. There were no gold carpet arrivals, no 
snappily dressed players snapping selfies with fans. 

Inside, the sound of a catfish smacking the ice right before puck drop 
could be heard from the upper bowl. (At least it was wearing a mask.) 

Opening night for the Predators, like most things in Nashville, is an event, 
but that was not possible Thursday. The team erred on the side of 
caution by deciding not to have spectators despite the local health 
department approving 15 percent capacity for January games. (Those in 
attendance Thursday were mostly players’ family members and 
hometown heroes, including the six police officers who responded to the 
Christmas Day bombing in downtown Nashville.) 

“We miss the fans,” Predators forward Filip Forsberg said. “We want it to 
be rocking (with) 18,000 people getting wild for us. I thought the people 
that were here, they did a great job. Even the doctors got excited when 
we scored.” 

It was an appropriate atmosphere for the start of what is expected to be a 
nondescript season. Expectations for the Predators are lower than they 
have been in several years after multiple postseason flameouts, and 
qualifying for the playoffs is not an inevitability. 

“I think we have a point to prove to ourselves as well as everyone else 
out there that we’re still a team that can compete,” Predators 
defenseman Ryan Ellis said on the first day of training camp. “It starts 
with our work ethic. In years past, we’ve always been the team that 
outworks. The last couple of years, we’ve been the outworked team.” 

One of Predators’ coach John Hynes’ goals is to close what he called the 
“say-and-do gap.” He preached to his players the importance of having 
strong structure and how it leads to success. 

That gap began to narrow in a 3-1 win against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Thursday, when the Predators played the kind of team game 
that was frequently absent last season. 

“What I liked the most was definitely our effort,” Predators captain Roman 
Josi said. “There (were) a lot of times where we had some zone time, 
and I don’t know how many blocked shots we had (20), but I feel like we 
had a ton of blocked shots. That’s all effort. I think that was there tonight 
from everyone. That was our most important point during camp, to have 
that effort for 60 minutes, and I thought it was there.” 

Blue Jackets-Predators statistics 

Shots 

30 

35 

OZ Possession Time 

6:58 

6:14 

Slot Shots On Net 

15 

16 

Scoring Chances Off The Rush 

6 

3 

Controlled Entries 

30 

48 

Controlled Exits 

74 

72 

Previously, the broken play that allowed Blue Jackets forward Boone 
Jenner to score on a breakaway in the first period would have 
demoralized the Predators, but they shook it off and kept working. The 
third period was by far their best, controlling possession and holding the 
Blue Jackets to three shots. Five-on-five shot attempts in the third period 
were 21-7 in favor of the Predators, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“It’s more the mentality of not unraveling when something bad happens,” 
Hynes said. “When you find ways to win and you don’t go rogue off of 
what you want to do, that’s a hard team to play against. Maybe you didn’t 
like everyone’s performance 100 percent, but I don’t think you’re coming 
out of this game and saying you got outworked (or that) there wasn’t 
effort level and a strong commitment level throughout the lineup. That’s 
‘hard to play against.’” 

There was plenty to like about the Predators’ performance Thursday. 
Forsberg won the game on an end-to-end rush, demonstrating his ability 
to take over at a moment’s notice. New top-six forwards Erik Haula and 
Luke Kunin combined on the Predators’ first goal. The third defensive 
pair of free-agent signees Mark Borowiecki and Matt Benning was 
competent, a step up from the replacement-level defensemen who 
occupied those roles last season. 

For this group, the days of trying to win with skill alone appear to be over. 

“I don’t really want to talk too much about last year,” Forsberg said. 
“Obviously we (turned the page) coming into this season, but just some 
improvements that we made is talking about playing solid, 60-minute 
hockey. I thought we played hard through the whole game. It wasn’t 
pretty in the first, and it got prettier the longer we played. The third period 
was great offensive hockey, too.  

“That’s definitely something that will be a challenge for any team in such 
a short and intense season. … That’s something that we keep working 
on. I thought today was a great start in the department.” 
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How Quenneville plans to handle goaltender duties until Bobrovsky is 
cleared to play 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 15, 2021 04:19 PM,  

 

The Florida Panthers’ goaltending situation will be tested early. 

When the season starts Sunday against the Chicago Blackhawks, it will 
most likely be Chris Driedger in net for Florida at the BB&T Center, not 
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Sergei Bobrovsky. And it will also most likely be Sam Montembeault, not 
Bobrovsky, backing up Driedger. 

Why? 

Bobrovsky is starting the 2021 season on the non-roster list, essentially 
meaning he is “deemed unfit and/or unavailable to play,” according to the 
NHL collective bargaining agreement. That’s the catch-all phrase the 
NHL is using nowadays in the age of COVID-19. Although Bobrovsky has 
practiced on both Wednesday and Friday after missing the Panthers’ first 
eight practices of training camp, it is not expected that he will be cleared 
for Sunday’s season opener, although coach Joel Quenneville inferred 
that Bobrovsky could potentially be ready by Tuesday’s second matchup 
against Chicago. That, however, is still not set in stone. 

“Hopefully it’s not long,” Quenneville said of Bobrovsky’s absence on 
game day. “We’ll see how many games that is.” 

So Quenneville instead will turn the net over, at least to start the season, 
to the two players who expected to enter camp competing for the backup 
goaltending job. Quenneville said he is still figuring out how to handle 
playing time between Driedger and Montembeault, with the timeline 
fluidity of Bobrovsky’s return and the condensed schedule factoring into 
that decision. 

“Back-to-backs will be something I’m sure we’ll look at, the opponents 
sometimes with so many games in so many nights could be part of it. 
Hopefully, we’re not going too far into the season where we have to 
make this decision.” 

A positive: The two have gotten their fair share of reps throughout this 
shortened training camp with Bobrovsky sidelined until the final days. 
They played the entirety of the Panthers’ two intrasquad scrimmages and 
were the main netminders throughout all of training camp until Bobrovsky 
first stepped on the ice Wednesday. 

“Guys are getting the rust off and we’re starting to work as a cohesive 
unit,” Driedger said. “... It’s going to be a good opportunity for us to kind 
of dial in with little tweaks from last year.” 

Driedger would appear to be the front-runner to get the bulk of the 
opportunities until Bobrovsky is cleared to play. He finished the 2019-
2020 season as the Panthers’ primary backup and went 7-3-1 in 15 
games (11 starts) with a 2.12 goals against average and a .933 save 
percentage. He gave up two goals or fewer in five of his 11 starts. 

Montembeault has a career 9-8-3 record in 25 games (19 starts), with a 
3.20 goals against average and .892 save percentage. 

“It’s gonna be a different year, especially with the crowded schedule,” 
Montembeault said. “You never know what’s going to happen. You have 
a lot more back-to-back games and the COVID injuries. We never know 
what’s going to happen. I just want to be good and practice good habits 
and be ready when I get the opportunity.” 

But the limelight will be on Bobrovsky once he’s finally cleared to play. 

And Bobrovsky knows he has something to prove when that time comes. 

The first season of his seven-year, $70 million contract with the Florida 
Panthers went nowhere near as expected. His .900 save percentage 
ranked 46th among 54 goalies who played in at least 25 games. His 3.23 
goals against average ranked 51st. Both were the worst marks of 
Bobrovsky’s career for any season in which he started more than 25 
games. 

“The expectations are high,” Quenneville said. 

But Bobrovsky will have to wait at least a little bit until he has the chance 
to redeem himself. 

“A little setback here,” Quenneville said, “but I think he’s more than 
excited to get the season going and doing what he has to do. He’s 
approached it the right way.” 
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Florida Panthers ‘have to take the next step.’ Will it happen in Year 2 
under Quenneville? 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 15, 2021 12:21 PM,  

 

As training camp begins, Aleksander Barkov repeats a line that has been 
repeated around these parts essentially since he was a rookie seven 
seasons ago. 

“We have to take the next step,” the Florida Panthers’ center and team 
captain said on Jan. 3. “We’ve got to do it. We can’t talk much. We’ve got 
to do it on the ice, and we’ve got to show everyone that we’re taking the 
next step. Physically, everyone is ready. Mentally, everyone is ready.” 

Almost every year, the Panthers go into the season with high 
expectations. This is their year, the saying always seems to go before it 
collapses and the postseason becomes nothing but a dream. 

They know what’s at stake. Their young core of Barkov, Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Aaron Ekblad isn’t getting any younger. Nor is Sergei 
Bobrovsky, their $70 million goalie in need of a bounceback year after 
struggling his first season in South Florida. 

And the expectations? They remain high, at least internally, as the 
second year of the Joel Quenneville era begins Sunday night against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

“Every night,” Huberdeau said, “we have to expect to win. That has to be 
our mentality. We want to make the playoffs. It’s a lot of fun when you 
do.” 

The Panthers will be in an eight-team battle for four playoff spots. Florida 
is part of the NHL’s new eight-team Central division, which also includes 
the defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, Carolina 
Hurricanes, Chicago Blackhawks, Columbus Blue Jackets, Dallas Stars, 
Detroit Red Wings and Nashville Predators. Teams are only playing 
against divisional opponents during the 56-game regular season, with the 
top four teams from each of the four divisions advancing to the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

ESPN has the Panthers ranked 21st out of 31 teams and sixth among 
the eight Central teams. 

“I think our division is up for grabs,” Quenneville, the Panthers’ coach, 
said. “Outside of Tampa, I think everyone has a real shot. I think we 
might be flying under the radar a little bit — and that’s not a bad thing as 
far as I am concerned.” 

The Panthers made the postseason last year, albeit a watered-down 
version that included an expanded field when the NHL returned from a 
four-and-a-half-month layoff due to the coronavirus pandemic. Florida 
lost its best-of-5 play-in series to the New York Rangers 3-1 for a short 
trip to the Toronto playoff bubble. 

And five months, once again, of wondering what could have been. 

“They want to get down to business right away,” Quenneville said, “and 
they want to play for keeps.” 

That started with new general manager Bill Zito overhauling the roster. 
The likes of Mike Hoffman, Evgenii Dadonov, Mike Matheson and Colton 
Sceviour are the main faces gone. 

A new group of players to break up the status quo enters in their place. 

They have eight new forwards as part of their opening night roster. Each 
forward line has at least one new face. 
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Offseason additions Anthony Duclair and Carter Verhaeghe join the 
Panthers’ top forward line centered by Barkov. Two-time Stanley Cup 
winner Patric Hornqvist is on the second line with returning left wing 
Huberdeau and newcomer center Alex Wennberg. Two rookies — center 
Eetu Luostarinen and right wing Owen Tippett — join veteran Frank 
Vatrano on the third line. And one of Ryan Lomberg or Vinnie Hinostroza 
will be on the left wing with returners Noel Acciari and Brett Connolly on a 
potentially high-scoring fourth line. 

Three new defensemen — Radko Gudas, Markus Nutivaara and Gustav 
Forsling (and, eventually, Noah Juulsen) — are competing with veteran 
Keith Yandle to be part of Florida’s final defensive pairing on game day. 
Two groupings from last year — Ekblad with MacKenzie Weegar and 
Riley Stillman with Anton Stralman — appear to remain intact for now. 

“It’s been fresh,” Connolly said. “Obviously last year was not ideal. We 
didn’t get the job done. And when you don’t do that, new guys come in. I 
think the new guys have come in here and spiced up camp a little bit.” 

It’s a change of pace this team hopes will be enough to get them over the 
hump. It’s a needed change, too. The Panthers, after all, have made the 
playoffs just twice since Barkov joined the team in the 2013-14 season 
and has yet to win a playoff series. 

“It’s my eighth season here, but the first time I feel like it’s a fresh start,” 
Barkov said. “Everything is new. New team. New guys here. new 
management. For a lot of guys, it’s a new chapter of their life and career.” 

The new chapter starts Sunday. But until the puck drops and until 
potential turns into results, the repeated line will be repeated by old and 
new faces alike. 

“We’re a pretty deceiving team from the outside looking in,” Duclair said. 
“There’s a lot of talent. ... There’s another level we can reach.” 

Will they finally reach that next level this year? Only time will tell. 
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NHL shuffles schedule, altering six Panthers games 

 

By STEVE SVEKIS 

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL | 

JAN 15, 2021 AT 5:48 PM 

 

The NHL on Friday announced a number of schedule changes, 
precipitated by the COVID-19 pandemic, and the Florida Panthers saw 
the dates of five of their games changed, and the starting time of another 
altered. 

The dominoes began falling last week when the Panthers’ scheduled 
opening-night opponent, the Dallas Stars, were victimized by a COVID 
outbreak, postponing numerous games to open their season. 

The following Panthers games have been re-scheduled (all times 
Eastern): 

Dallas at Florida, originally scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 14, is now 
scheduled for Monday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. 

Dallas at Florida, originally scheduled for Friday, Jan. 15, is now 
scheduled for Monday, May 3 at 7. 

Florida at Detroit, originally scheduled for Feb. 21, is now scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb. 20 at 5. 

Dallas at Florida, originally scheduled for Feb. 23, is now scheduled for 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 at 5. 

Florida at Tampa Bay, originally scheduled for May 4, is now scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 16 at 7. 

Additionally, the Panthers’ game at the Red Wings, originally scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 19, is now scheduled for 7. 

The Panthers open their season at home against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Sunday at 7 p.m. 

The complete 2020-21 NHL regular-season schedule can be found at 
NHL.com/schedule. 
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NHL revises the Florida Panthers 2021 schedule 

 

By George Richards  

Published 10 hours ago on January 15, 2021 

 

The Florida Panthers had their first two games of the 2021 season 
against the Dallas Stars postponed because of COVID-19. 

Friday, the NHL tweaked the Panthers’ schedule to fit those games in. 

First off, the two games against the Stars will both be played at BB&T 
Center in Sunrise: the rescheduled opener will now be played on 
Monday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. 

The second game of the series, which was to be played Friday night, will 
now be on Monday, May 3 at 7. 

To fit those two games in, a few other games on the schedule had to be 
rearranged — and it gives the Panthers a few more set of back-to-back 
games. 

Sign up for a season pass to Florida Hockey Now by opening night for 
your chance to win an officially licensed Florida Panthers cap 

In February, the Panthers were to visit Detroit and play the Red Wings on 
the 19th and 21st; now, the game on the 21st has been moved up to the 
20th. 

The originally scheduled home game against Dallas on Feb. 23 has been 
moved back to the following day, meaning the two teams will play on 
back-to-back nights instead of having a day off in between. 

Florida’s road game at Tampa Bay on May 4 has also been moved up to 
March 16 which breaks up what was to be a four-game homestand. 

It also means Florida will travel to Tampa following a home game against 
Chicago on March 15. 

The moves do give the Panthers a bit of a break at the end of the 
season, however, as Florida was to play the Lightning three times (once 
in Tampa) in the final week of the regular season. 

Now, the Panthers will end with a three-game homestand with one game 
against Dallas and the final two against Tampa Bay. 

Florida Panthers modified 2021 schedule 

Games in italics have been changed by the NHL 

Jan. 17 : Chicago, 7 

Jan. 19: Chicago, 7 

Jan. 21: At Carolina, 7 

Jan. 23: At Carolina, 1 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 16, 2021 

 

Jan. 26: At Columbus, 7 

Jan. 28: At Columbus, 7 

Jan. 30: At Detroit, 7 

Jan. 31: At Detroit, 5 

Feb. 4: Nashville, 7 

Feb. 5: Nashville, 7 

Feb. 7: Detroit, 3 

Feb. 9: Detroit, 7 

Feb. 11: Tampa Bay, 7 

Feb. 13: Tampa Bay, 7 

Feb. 16: At Tampa Bay, 7 

Feb. 19: At Detroit, 7 

Feb. 20: At Detroit, 5 

Feb. 22: Dallas, 7 

Feb. 24: Dallas, 5 

Feb. 25: Dallas, 7 

Feb. 27: Carolina, 7 

March 1: Carolina, 7 

March 4: At Nashville, 8 

March 6: At Nashville, 2 

March 9: At Columbus, 7 

March 11: At Columbus, 7 

March 13: Chicago, 7 

March 15: Chicago, 7 

March 16: At Tampa Bay, 7 

March 18: Nashville, 7 

March 20: Nashville, 7 

March 27: At Dallas, 8 

March 28: At Dallas, 6 

March 30: Detroit, 7 

April 1: Detroit, 7 

April 3: Columbus, 7 

April 4: Columbus, 5 

April 6: At Carolina, 7 

April 8: At Carolina, 7 

April 10: At Dallas, 2 

April 13: At Dallas, 8:30 

April 15: At Tampa Bay, 7 

April 17: At Tampa Bay, 7 

April 19: Columbus, 7 

April 20: Columbus, 7 

April 22: Carolina, 7 

April 24: Carolina, 7 

April 26: At Nashville, 8 

April 27: At Nashville, 8 

April 29: At Chicago, 8 

May 1: At Chicago, 8 

May 3: Dallas, 7 

May 6: Tampa Bay, 7 

May 8: Tampa Bay, 7 
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NHL Trade Chatter: Watch For Yandle To Bruins Talk To Heat Up 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

Published 12 hours ago on January 15, 2021 

 

Could Milton, Mass., native and veteran Florida Panthers defenseman 
Keith Yandle finally come home to play for the Boston Bruins? 

Based on conversations with numerous sources close to the situation, 
should Florida Panthers GM Bill Zito finally and officially ask the 34-year-
old — who is still one of the top offensive defensemen in the NHL — to 
waive his full no-movement and no-trade clauses, he will do so for a 
trade to the Boston Bruins. 

According to one source close to the situation, not surprisingly, Boston 
may be one of just a few places that Yandle will agree to be dealt to.  

So, as they have basically since Yandle emerged as one of the top puck-
moving d-men in the NHL and had his first of ten 40-point seasons and 
counting in 2010-11 with the then Phoenix Coyotes, let the ‘Yandle to the 
Bruins’ NHL Trade Rumors kick into high gear!  

In the latest ‘Off The Record’, I reported that Zito had let it be known that 
Yandle and the three years with an annual $6.3 million cap hit left on his 
contract, were available on the NHL Trade market. 

Sign up for a season pass to Florida Hockey Now by opening night for 
your chance to win an officially licensed Florida Panthers cap 

Zito was putting pressure on Yandle to waive his no-movement and no-
trade clauses by informing the veteran rearguard he’d be a healthy 
scratch to start the season. 

This wouldn’t be just any normal healthy scratch though: This would 
mean sitting the NHL’s current ‘Iron Man’ because Yandle laced them up 
for 866 straight games in the NHL, currently the longest consecutive 
games played streak in the league. 

Prior to our OTR Report, Yandle told George Richards of Florida Hockey 
Now that he loves it in Florida and was caught off guard by the fact he’s 
very likely going to be a health scratch when the Panthers finally open 
their season on Sunday.  

“When it comes to the no-move (clause), I don’t know where their 
approach is, what (GM) Bill Zito’s end goal is. Whatever it is, I haven’t 
been told,” Yandle told Richards.  

Instead of coming to Yandle and/or his agent Jerry Buckley to simply ask 
Yandle to waive for a trade, Zito is putting on the pressure there and in 
the media. 

On Thursday, Zito told TSN and Athletic columnist Pierre LeBrun that he 
had given Yandle a heads up this was coming but he did acknowledge 
that Yandle had not been asked to waive anything yet. 
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Buckley was not happy with Zito’s approach nor that his client is once 
again the subject of NHL trade rumors thanks to that approach.  

“This doesn’t have anything to do with performance,” Buckley, told 
LeBrun on Thursday. 

“Keith is one of the top offensive defensemen in the NHL. He was last 
year, he has been over the last three years. And this decision was made 
a week before training camp. So it doesn’t have to do with performance. 

“This is the general manager’s attempt to pressure Keith and make him 
uncomfortable and to waive this no-trade clause.’’ 

Per Richards, Yandle is not even practicing with the game group but with 
the healthy scratches — and has been all week. 

Friday morning, Yandle was part of a small group not going through 
game prep but heavy skating led by former team captain and current 
assistant coach Derek MacKenzie. 

#FlaPanthers practice has started. Looks like there is a game group, 
scratch/taxi group later. Keith Yandle NOT with the game group. Again. 
Markus Nutivaara with game group in first practice of 2021. 

— George Richards (@GeorgeRichards) January 15, 2021 

Apparently, if the Boston Bruins want the left-shot Yandle to come in, 
quarterback their power play and mentor the youth on the left side this 
season, he will be willing to do so. 

The main issue though is if the Bruins do want Yandle, whom Bruins GM 
Don Sweeney has inquired about in the past, how do they afford him 
against the salary cap?  

The #NHLBruins opening roster believed to include 22 Active Players 
(12F/8D/2G) + Pastrnak on IR. 

$3.65M Projected Cap Space. At trade deadline, if this space was 
maintained, could be used to add $15.7M in Annual Cap 
Hit.https://t.co/2o0hsHzUIy 

— PuckPedia (@PuckPedia) January 14, 2021 

The Florida Panthers would clearly have to take on cap space and more 
than likely eat some of the remaining cap hit on Yandle’s contract. 

Currently, they have $2.7 million in cap space.  

Yandle had five goals and 40 assists in 69 games last season and is two 
seasons removed from a career-best 62-points season when he racked 
up 53 helpers to go with nine lamplighters. 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 01.16.2021 

1199285 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Figuring out trades for Patrik Laine 
and Pierre-Luc Dubois 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Jan 15, 2021 76  

 

The NHL notebook returns for another year, with two questions that 
arose two days into the return-to-play for what promises to be an oddly 
compelling season: 

One, can the Edmonton Oilers’ otherworldly superstar, Connor McDavid, 
score 100 points, which in a 56-game schedule, would require him to 
produce just under two points per night? 

Two: Can the Canadian division maintain the same frantic pace we saw 
in the past 48 hours where, just four games in, they all looked like track 
meets — fast, entertaining, and full of high-danger chances? At first 

blush, it is hard to imagine any goalies playing in the Northern Division 
(which includes the current Vezina trophy winner, Connor Hellebuyck, 
plus two contenders, Carey Price and Jacob Markstrom) being in the 
conversation by the end of the year. Collectively, it just feels as if the 
teams are going to score too many goals. 

First, let’s examine the case for McDavid. Back in September of 2019, I 
was in Edmonton for Oilers’ training camp to do a deeper look at 
McDavid at a critical moment in his career. McDavid had just spent the 
summer rehabbing a posterior cruciate ligament tear in his left knee 
suffered the previous April in the Oilers’ regular-season finale against 
Calgary. Nobody was quite sure how a player who relied so much on his 
footspeed would come back after such a serious injury and difficult 
rehab. 

As it happened, McDavid made his pre-season debut the night I was 
there and he was clearly rusty. McDavid wasn’t scheduled to travel with 
the Oilers the next day to play an exhibition game in Winnipeg, but he 
asked to be added to the traveling roster at the last minute; went with the 
team; and overnight, looked back in sync. It took one game to get his 
legs under him. After that, he didn’t miss a beat. 

I was reminded of that sequence on Wednesday after McDavid was held 
off the scoresheet by the Canucks on opening night, on the occasion of 
his 24th birthday; and wondered how he might respond. You saw the 
result Thursday in the rematch vs. the Canucks — three goals, his 
seventh career hat trick, plus an assist; just a purely dominant 
performance. When McDavid gets dialed in like that, he is as close to an 
unstoppable force as exists in the NHL today. How did Oilers’ teammate 
Leon Draisaitl put it? “(Connor’s) so hard to defend — I wouldn’t want to 
be that guy, standing on the blue line, and him coming a thousand miles 
an hour at me. He just has that gift that no one else has.” 

This time of year, we tend to make predictions — some silly, some 
serious — and it’s long been my contention that the moment will 
eventually come when McDavid will separate himself from the rest of the 
NHL scoring pack in the same way Wayne Gretzky once did. It hasn’t 
happened yet — partly because arguably his biggest competitor is also 
his Oilers’ partner in crime, Draisaitl, who seems to be in on every goal 
that McDavid scores, even if they don’t play together much at even-
strength anymore. 

Draisaitl won the scoring title last year, though the difference between the 
two, on a points-per-game basis, was tiny (1.55 PPG for Draisaitl, 1.52 
for McDavid). 

To get to 100 points this season, McDavid will have to average 1.79 
points per game, which he hasn’t done before, and stay healthy for all 56 
games, which has also been problematic thus far in his young career. For 
comparative purposes, two years ago, when the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
Nikita Kucherov won the scoring title with an eye-popping 128 points, 
McDavid had 116 — and his PPG average was 1.49 (compared to 1.56 
for Kucherov). 

So, the ask — to produce 1.79 points per night — is high; and the 
challenge for even the greatest players in the game is sustaining that 
level, consistently, night after night. There are always going to games 
when nothing goes in for you — like the opener for McDavid — and then 
you’ll need to double up the offence next time out to stay on pace. 

Can he do it? 

Well, the traditional 82-game NHL season is considered a marathon. 
Many are referring to this 56-game version as a sprint. Really, it’s 
something else — more of a middle-distance event, hockey’s version of 
the metric mile. 

But perhaps it’ll be easier to stay energized for 56 — as opposed to 82 — 
games. As one coach told me this week: In a season when every game 
is a four-pointer, there’ll be no dog days. If that forecast proves to be 
correct and McDavid is energized as he was in Game 2 vs. the Canucks, 
that’s my first fearless prediction of the year: That against longish odds 
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and assuming he stays healthy, McDavid does get to triple digits in 
scoring this year. 

Laine on Fire 

If Patrick Laine’s goal is to get out of Winnipeg, then his best chance of 
that happening is to keep doing what he did in the Jets’ opener, which is 
to play so well that it gives NHL GMs a reason to pay the sort of asking 
price that it’ll take to pry him out of there. 

Laine did it all on opening night against the Calgary Flames — he scored 
twice, including the game-winner against the Flames; add an assist; and 
roughed up Noah Hanifin by coming to the defence of teammate Kyle 
Connor. If Laine’s skirmish there had been enough to warrant a fighting 
major, he would have recorded the Gordie Howe hat trick. Post-game, 
that seemed like the one thing that disappointed him on an otherwise 
successful night: That the altercation earned only a minor penalty. 

Laine has that sort of big personality off the ice — uber engaging, 
someone who wears his heart on his sleeve. On the ice, in a game where 
there was star power everywhere, he was the game’s brightest light. 

There are some who’ve suggested that the easiest way to accommodate 
the wishes of the NHL’s two unhappy young stars is that they’re swapped 
for each other — in which case, Laine would land in Columbus to play for 
GM Jarmo Kekalainen, a fellow Finn; and Pierre-Luc Dubois would end 
up in Winnipeg, where he could be the No. 2 center behind Mark 
Scheifele on a Jets’ team that would suddenly have the best center-ice 
depth in the league. 

The wrinkle there is, no one knows exactly why each player wants out. 
The suspicion is, it’s the size of the market, and if that’s true — or at least 
part of the explanation — then it’s hard to imagine either player being 
happy in their new homes if such a swap were to occur. In Dubois’s case, 
if the issue is partly his relationship with coach John Tortorella, well, then 
he’d likely be OK in Winnipeg, playing for Paul Maurice. 

But if either (or both) want to play the prime years of their careers in a 
splashier market, then it makes little sense to be traded for each other, 
since a deal then wouldn’t really solve the problem, it would just 
postpone it temporarily. Dubois was solid for Columbus in the Blue 
Jackets’ opening night loss; but if his destination of choice is truly 
Montreal; and if the asking price starts with Nick Suzuki, then Dubois will 
need to be far more than solid. Because Suzuki is rapidly making his way 
up the charts as an above-average NHL center; and why would Montreal 
disrupt its improving chemistry to make that deal, when the bird in the 
hand is becoming such a nice fit? 

No, it’s more likely that the answers for both teams lie elsewhere; and 
furthermore, that a deal for either or both will have to wait until this 
season is over; because neither Winnipeg nor Columbus is going to want 
to give up a core player for the sort of future asset(s) likely coming their 
way. 

We all want to see more pure hockey trades. Sadly, the salary-cap and 
budgetary constraints the NHL operates under makes those far too rare. 

There is a part of me that thinks there’d be something serendipitous 
about Laine ending up in Anaheim, where another ex-Jet Teemu Selanne 
eventually landed after his exit from Winnipeg and completed a Hall of 
Fame career. The two can dine weekly at Teemu’s restaurant, when 
normalcy returns to our world. 

And if Laine were to end up in Anaheim, then maybe Los Angeles would 
be the perfect landing place for Dubois, where he could play behind Anze 
Kopitar on a Kings’ team that’s deep in tradeable young assets. 

That, of course, is the reason any deal likely cannot happen until the off-
season. Neither the Jets nor the Blue Jackets would be interested in not-
ready-for-prime-time prospects, when they’re trying to win games in the 
here-and-now. That would involve a step backward, in a season when 
both teams have their sights trained on regular-season and playoff 
success. Depending upon their results — and the assets that potentially 

could come their way in July (who will also be a year older and more 
mature) — maybe then there’s a fit. 

But the price would be steep; and I’d be interested in hearing from 
readers how high should Anaheim or Los Angeles bid in order to get one 
or the other. Or to put it another way, if the price for Laine to Anaheim 
was Trevor Zegras and the price for Dubois to Los Angeles was Quinton 
Byfield, would it be worth doing? Because the only thing I’m prepared to 
predict here is: Neither player will come cheaply. 

More from the prediction game 

On Wednesday afternoon, as the NHL season was about to unfold, I was 
batting some thoughts around and will tell you, internally, in my head, I 
wondered if the Colorado Avalanche could follow the lead of the 2013 
Stanley Cup Chicago Blackhawks and go 24 games in a row, out of the 
gate, without a regulation loss. 

So … scratch that prediction from the list. On paper, the Avs look great 
and the West Division, which they’ll call home this season, has the 
clearest delineation between the top three and the bottom five. Three 
clubs, Colorado, St. Louis and Vegas represent the haves. The 
remaining five — Los Angeles, Anaheim, San Jose, Arizona and 
Minnesota — are the projected bottom-feeders. One of the five is going 
to make the playoffs and I’m going off the board and suggest it’ll be either 
the Kings (who are still in the middle stages of a rebuild) or the Sharks 
(who’ve clearly missed their championship window, and are getting older 
and further away from contention by the day). 

San Jose’s challenges are further compounded by the fact that they are 
the one NHL team without a home at the moment. All of their training 
camp took place in Arizona, and they don’t have a home game 
scheduled until February. 

Accordingly, they are a modern-day barnstorming team, with a 
goaltending tandem that, off last year’s numbers, projects as possibly the 
worst in the NHL; and a collection of forwards that falls off fast after the 
top five. Still, there remains a whiff of contender about them, and my faith 
lies heavily on seeing a bounce-back year from Erik Karlsson, who has a 
chance to be the 2021 answer to Selanne, whose own sparkling career 
was in deep eclipse until the lockout of 2004-05. At that point, the 
extended break in the NHL schedule allowed him to heal from knee 
issues that had threatened the very basis of his game — his speed. 
Karlsson was a mess physically these past few years too, but 10 months 
between meaningful games should mean he’s able to find his legs and 
hands again. 

Karlsson only played 109 games in two years for San Jose since coming 
over in that deal with Ottawa and within that short window, when he was 
healthy, he was excellent — drove play; and was a real catalyst 
whenever he was on the ice. Thursday, in the Sharks’ opener versus 
Arizona, he was just so-so – a minus-2 overall, but he played a whopping 
32:12 in what finished as a shootout victory for the Sharks over the 
Coyotes. If Karlsson is like McDavid and needed to get that first game 
under his belt to find his rhythm, then he’ll give the Sharks a chance to be 
the best of a pretty bad lot in the West — and maybe gets them into the 
playoffs for one last hurrah, with the current remaining core of players. 

The Kings, meanwhile, lost their opener to Minnesota in overtime on 
Thursday, to a virtuoso performance from Wild rookie Kirill Kaprizov. But 
their best forward on the night was someone in a similar situation to 
Karlsson. Jeff Carter, who had core muscle surgery back in June, is 
probably as healthy as he’s been since that serious ankle tendon 
laceration back in October of 2017 that completely derailed his season. 
Like Karlsson, Carter (36) is getting up there in years, but he is by no 
means at the end of the line. If he can come back and provide some 
scoring depth behind Kopitar, well, the Kings — player for player — 
aren’t that much different from the other teams chasing a playoff spot in 
the West. 

Now … can one player make that much of a difference? 

We’ll see. 
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Ultimately, hockey is a team game and the thing that struck me most on 
opening night was how good the last two Stanley Cup championship 
teams — Tampa in 2020 and St. Louis in 2019 — looked, despite playing 
without their de facto best players from a year ago. 

In St. Louis’s first game of the post-Alex Pietrangelo era, the Blues were 
impressive defensively against Colorado in a decisive 4-1 victory. 
Similarly, Tampa — which played without the 2018 league MVP, 
Kucherov — didn’t miss a beat either. Granted, their opponent, Chicago, 
does have an opportunity to finish at the absolute bottom of the standings 
this year (those games against Detroit may go a long way to settling the 
argument). But the Lightning just rolled over the Blackhawks on opening 
night, and the top line, which now features Brayden Point, Steven 
Stamkos and Ondrej Palat, looked in mid-season form. 

The 2021 shelf-life of coaches 

Speaking of predictions, the one they ask us to do every year, which I 
actively dislike, is trying to identify the first coach fired. Coaching is a 
tricky job at the best of times, and in the era of COVID-19, there may 
never be year that challenges NHL coaches as much as this one. 

The one quality all NHL coaches share is the desire to be in control. This, 
unfortunately, is a season when things will almost certainly spin out of 
control for every team. If coaches start to sound surly at their post-game 
press conferences, that’s why. They’re not doctors. Sometimes, they’ll be 
providing medical updates in addition to commentary on the power play. 

But given the challenges they face, the reality is, I really don’t believe any 
coaches will be fired this year. The one who seemed on the thinnest ice 
was Jeremy Colliton in Chicago, which is presumably why the 
Blackhawks gave him a two-year extension. It’s a clear signal that they 
know this season could be a rough one, and that they didn’t leave him a 
lot of proven options in goal. Colliton can now concentrate on developing 
young players rather than coaching for his job, which is what he might 
have been tempted to do without the additional security the contract 
extension provides. 

The other factor here: Firing coaches can be expensive and in a year 
when commissioner Gary Bettman predicts that the league’s losses will 
be over $1 billion, I can’t imagine a single NHL GM having the courage, 
in a shortened season, to go to his owner and say: I made a mistake with 
my last coaching hire and I feel it is imperative that we make a change 
now, if we want to save the season. 

Who would do that? 

The ones that may have the courage — the Islanders’ Lou Lamoriello 
comes to mind — aren’t in a position where they’d remotely have to 
consider it. It’s hard to imagine any coach on so short a leash that they 
aren’t going to make it to the end of the regular season — May 8, not that 
many months away. A couple of years back, the NHL went until the final 
night of the regular season before the Rangers terminated Alain 
Vigneault, but I count that as a year with no in-season coaching changes 
— and I predict this one will follow suit. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Easy to point at goalie, defence, but Leafs' offence yet to 
find high gear 

 

Chris Johnston 

 

You lose like this to the presumed seventh seed inside the Group of 
Seven and the arrows will be pointed in familiar directions. 

Frederik Andersen looks like an easy target, as does a defensive 
program that surrendered more goals per game than all but one team 
invited to the NHL’s summer bubble last year. 

But neither touches the heart of the biggest questions facing the Toronto 
Maple Leafs coming out of Friday’s 5-3 loss to the Ottawa Senators: Why 
did they veer into the ditch after a solid opening 29 minutes? And where 
was the offensive wave that’s supposed to be a distinguishing quality for 
them in this North Division? 

Toronto’s 39 per cent expected-goals rate tells us even more than the 
result, especially since it generated next to nothing at 5-on-5 while 
playing the back half of the game from behind. 

Any potential offensive flow died in transition. And the gold-standard 
series of shifts with sustained pressure building up to Alex Kerfoot’s 2-1 
goal quickly became notable because they couldn’t be repeated while 
Ottawa roared back to win the first game it was playing in 310 days. 

“Scoring that goal for us, if we want to be a team that’s going to 
accomplish anything, the game should be over from there,” said Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe. “We should be able to take care of the lead and 
then build on the lead. Obviously, it showed that we’re not there yet.” 

They were a long way off against D.J. Smith’s determined group. 

That Smith would have his team closely protecting the net front should 
surprise no one that watched Ottawa battle through a rebuilding season. 
The Sens' issues were personnel-related and their personnel improved 
considerably since March. 

But they still boast the kind of defensive corps a team with Toronto’s 
weapons should be expected to overwhelm -- only it didn’t happen nearly 
enough in the opener of a back-to-back set at Canadian Tire Centre. 

Trailing 4-2 entering the third period, the Leafs put just four more shots 
on Matt Murray while attempting five shot attempts at even strength. 
That’s why the rush to dissect every defensive breakdown feels a little 
incomplete. 

These are the early days of a weird season that included no exhibition 
games and a lot of money is being made by those betting the “over” 
league-wide right now. There’s isn’t much tight, organized hockey being 
played anywhere right now and, theoretically, that should play directly 
into the hands of a team like the Leafs. 

Yes, they’ve hung eight goals on the scoreboard across two games, but 
they haven’t tilted the ice nearly as much as desired. Against the 
Senators they were pushed toward the perimeter and looked too often for 
the ideal play. 

“There’s a great number of goals that are scored in the league that are 
just randomness,” said Keefe. “You just put the puck to space and try to 
outnumber the opposition and win loose pucks and that’s really all their 
goals for the most part came off of situations like that. 

“We had great control of the game for long periods of time but didn’t 
accomplish much with it.” 

The coach will have his patience tested during the quick turnaround 
before Saturday’s game. He’s indicated a desire to give his lines a 
chance to find some cohesion but must be feeling the itch to rearrange 
the pieces. 

An obvious change would be removing fourth-line winger Alexander 
Barbanov, who saw just over four minutes in Friday’s game. The taxi 
squad offers multiple replacement options -- one of Nick Robertson, 
Adam Brooks or Travis Boyd could jump in, or perhaps Keefe might elect 
to give Mikko Lehtonen or Rasmus Sandin a look as part of a 11F/7D 
rotation. 

A silver lining from a tough night came from the fact his glue guys 
showed cohesion. Keefe has high hopes for Kerfoot, Zach Hyman and 
Ilya Mikheyev as a third line and they managed some tone-setting shifts, 
plus the Kerfoot goal. 
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“I think that we all play fast, we play hard,” said Hyman. “I thought we had 
a strong game. I thought we played well together. I like playing with those 
guys.” 

It may only be a matter of time for Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and 
Joe Thornton -- assuming they remain intact. They’ve played big minutes 
and generated enough chances to have scored a couple goals already 
but are still looking for their first. 

We got a glimpse of what Thornton can offer early in Friday’s game when 
he stationed himself behind the net and fed Matthews for a chance in 
close. 

“Those little give-and-go plays, we’re just trying to create little wedges, 2-
on-1s, and try to find open guys,” said Matthews. 

“We’re trying to speed up our game a lot offensively and challenge the 
net a lot more,” added Keefe. “I mean we just haven’t done that. That’s 
going to take some time, that’s a big adjustment from a lot of our guys.” 

The lack of flow has been noticeable. They’ve played from behind in both 
games and haven’t yet found a high gear, even while rallying to beat the 
Montreal Canadiens in Wednesday’s season opener. 

Ottawa is supposed to be their easiest mark in the division and yet the 
struggle was real in Game 2. 

“It shows you how tough it is to win in this league,” said Andersen. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' blue-collar effort stuns Maple Leafs in season 
opener 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

 

The new-look Ottawa Senators promised to play a brand of hockey that 
would make the home fan base proud. 

And while that fan base was scattered around the region Friday night, 
watching the home opener on TV because of a fan ban during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, they were surely proud of their upstart Sens putting 
a 5-3 spanking on the provincial rivals from Toronto. 

The Leafs will be looking for revenge in Saturday's rematch on Hockey 
Night In Canada. 

For Ottawa, it’s one down and 55 more hockey games in Canada to go. 

“We enjoy tonight, but tomorrow we have a tough matchup again,” said 
veteran centre Derek Stepan, who scored in his Senators debut. “The 
way the schedule is set up you’ve got to have a short term memory. It 
was a good win but tomorrow we’ve got to put our work boots on 
because that team is going to come out, they're going to play hard.” 

Riding a second period wave that featured three goals in less than five 
minutes, the Senators erased a 2-1 Maple Leafs lead and brought home 
the win with a blue-collar effort in the final 20 minutes. 

During that decisive second period, which began with the Leafs holding 
the play and the puck in Ottawa’s end, momentum seemed to change in 
a heartbeat. A Brady Tkachuk tip off a Nikita Zaitsev shot, an Austin 
Watson wrister and a Chris Tierney chip shot during a delayed penalty 
call produced a trio of goals that had the favoured Leafs reeling. 

The Sens held Toronto to 23 shots. Ottawa’s new starting goaltender, 
Matt Murray, provided a sense of calm throughout. 

“I thought the team did a heck of a job keeping them to the outside.” 
Murray said. “That’s a heck of a team over there, tons of skill. I really 
liked our effort. We had five guys all over the ice.” 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith was pleased with the way his team held 
its composure, led by Murray, after the Leafs got an early lead. 

“We did a pretty good letting the goalie see the puck, we got some timely 
goals and we found a way to finish it off,” Smith said. 

“You can see why (Murray) is an elite goalie in the league,” Smith said. 
“He doesn’t panic. He just reads the play. He gets scored on, he just 
goes back to work. And I think that gives our young team a lot of 
confidence when you’ve got a goalie in there that’s capable of closing 
games out.” 

Wearing their home black jerseys with the retro centurion logo, the 
Senators looked a little rusty to start -- not surprising after 310 days 
between games. They had to feel OK about heading to the first 
intermission tied 1-1. 

Owners of the NHL’s worst power play last season, the Senators’ 
revamped unit went to work late in the first period, taking advantage of a 
5-on-3 opportunity that resulted from a too-many men-call on the Leafs. 

From the high slot, Thomas Chabot ripped a one-timer past Frederik 
Andersen. Drake Batherson, who continues to be a puck distributor on 
the power play, fed Chabot so neatly from the corner that Andersen could 
not get over fast enough to greet the Chabot blast at 19:16 in the first 
period. 

The Leafs had scored a power play of their own midway through the first, 
with Zach Hyman tapping an errant puck past Murray. Replay officials 
took a long look before declaring it a keeper. Hyman’s stick was so close 
to crossbar height, it was one of those plays that could have gone either 
way and tends to go with the call on the ice -- which was a goal. 

Senators' Watson snaps it home and goes bar down 

Ottawa’s defence featured a few misadventures, especially with Christian 
Wolanin and Zaitsev on the ice, but Murray -- playing in his 200th NHL 
game -- was there to bail them out. Wolanin, who had been placed on 
waivers as recently as Monday before scoring a hat trick in a scrimmage 
that same evening, was charged with two giveaways in the first period 
alone. He looked more comfortable taking the puck up ice on the power 
play, more to his strength than his defensive zone play. 

By the second period, Ottawa’s bench had seen enough and Zaitsev was 
paired with Chabot and Wolanin with Erik Gudbranson. 

Even without the noisy fans of both Ontario camps, the Senators vowed 
to be rowdy. Feisty. Led by their chief ramrod, Tkachuk. 

“We still have skill, but our look is being physical, we aren’t going to take 
anything from anybody,” Tkachuk said. “I think we’ve got one of the 
toughest teams in the whole league. 

“Our goal is to make life tough on the opponent, try to impose our will.” 

Tkachuk’s new centre, rookie Josh Norris, had a sweet night after 
earning a spot during camp. Norris was solid at both ends and picked up 
a pair of secondary assists. 

The Norris-Tkachuk-Batherson line produced seven points, a slick debut 
for a trio that averages just over 21 years of age. 

Stepan finished off a physical foray by Tkachuk and Batherson down low 
to score Ottawa’s fifth goal, putting the game out of reach. Leafs captain 
John Tavares rifled a bar-down shot to make the score more respectable. 

Though he didn’t figure in the scoring, Senators rookie Tim Stützle did 
not look out of place in his NHL debut. The birthday boy made smart 
decisions with the puck, had a couple of "wow" moments with dazzling 
moves and consistently found the open man. He played just under 12 
minutes. It showed that Stützle has played in the German men’s league 
as he was not physically intimidated. 
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“You can clearly tell he’s going to be a stud,” Tkachuk said of Stützle. 

In a normal year, a Battle of Ontario meeting to launch a season would 
have had all the requisite trimmings, backed by a healthy dose of hate. 

Torrents of spectators wearing the blue-and-white of the Maple Leafs and 
red-and-white (with a mixture of black jerseys) of the Senators would 
have streamed into the building in a raucous parade of expectation. 

Three hours before game time, the keenest of fans would have lined up 
along the red carpet on the arena plaza to greet players, staff and 
management as they entered the building, high-fiving the faithful in the 
sort of carefree, pre-virus ritual that feels like another world now. 

On Friday, players entered through a back entrance at their leisure and 
closer to game time, media drove past the empty lots and parked crazily 
close to a Gate 2 entrance to get their temperatures taken and check off 
a COVID-19 health form. 

Inside, the Canadian Tire Centre was eerily empty, but dressed up as 
smart as possible with bold red vinyl sheeting on the seats behind the 
player benches. When Matt Murray led his new Senators team out for the 
warmups, like Pavlov’s dogs, we anticipated a roaring crowd that simply 
wasn’t to be heard. 

Defensive leader Chabot knew things would be “different” in this 
coronavirus season, but also that players were ready for it. 

“At the end of the day, we just feel fortunate to be able to play,” Chabot 
said. 

“For us as hockey players, we’re happy to be back on TV, to give people 
something to watch and to cheer for. Obviously we know our fans will be 
watching us every night. It’s important to go out, play our ass off and 
work as hard as we can.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Head coach D.J. Smith promised to reward the fittest, hardest-working 
players in camp with starting jobs. Three veterans who didn’t make the 
grade were centre Colin White, forward Alex Galchenyuk and 
defenceman Mike Reilly. 

White is the most surprising of the three, considering he is part of the 
youth movement at 23, and signed a six-year deal in 2019 with an AAV 
of $4.75M. 

Smith said the other four centres -- Norris, Stepan, Tierney and Artem 
Anisimov -- had better camps, but with 56 games in 113 days, “there will 
be guys in and out” of the lineup. 

“It’s a big story today but Colin is going to be a big part of this and help 
us win hockey games going forward,” Smith said. 

Smith had been complimentary of White’s play early, but he also 
cautioned the media that some players would fall back when the tempo 
was increased late in camp. White put on weight and muscle in the off-
season in an attempt to come back stronger. In the end, both White and 
centre prospect Logan Brown drifted out of the picture -- Brown demoted 
to AHL's Belleville Senators. White could be back in the lineup as early 
as Saturday night. 

Galchenyuk, 26, was picked up in the off-season on a one-year, $1.05M 
deal. He has fallen off from his early, productive years with the Montreal 
Canadiens, the team that selected him third overall in 2012. 

Reilly, 27, came over from Montreal via trade last season as a depth 
defenceman and doesn’t figure in Ottawa’s long-term plans. 

 

Which former Senators star does Stutzle remind Versteeg of? 

Happy birthday, ‘Jimmy’ Stützle? 

Tkachuk noted that he and housemate Norris got up in the morning and 
sang a birthday tune to Tim Stützle, their newest tenant. 

“Right when we woke up we sang a little Happy Birthday for Jimmy,” 
Tkachuk said. 

Clearly, ‘Jimmy’ is a new room nickname for Stützle, who turned 19 on 
opening day. 

“My birthday is going to be pushed back,” Stützle said. My focus is on the 
game.” 

Stützle became the fourth teenager in NHL history to make his NHL 
debut on his birthday. But he’s the only one to do it in a Battle of Ontario 
game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Canadiens' pursuit of Pierre-Luc Dubois is a complex, 
risky endeavour 

 

Eric Engels 

 

This feels a lot like looking for a job, where you go on endlessly chasing 
something with long-term potential only to find nothing. But then, out of 
the blue, once you finally get what you were looking for, other enticing 
opportunities start to land at your feet. 

The Montreal Canadiens went the better part of three decades without a 
top-line centre and now that they have one emerging in Nick Suzuki, and 
another one not too far behind in Jesperi Kotkaniemi, they have a chance 
to trade for one who’s already established. 

That Pierre-Luc Dubois is un gars de chez nous, that he reportedly wants 
to be here — and that his coach, John Tortorella, confirmed this week 
he’s looking for a way out of Columbus — has to be more than just a little 
bit enticing for Marc Bergevin. For a general manager who’s spent his 
entire nine-year tenure in Montreal talking about how players like these 
— 22-year-old, six-foot-three, 220-pound and 200-foot centres — are 
never available, you’d have to think he’s in aggressive pursuit. 

Remaining Time -1:12 

Why Dubois wanting out of Columbus has been hard on John Tortorella 

As Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman reported, that appears to be the case. 
Earlier this week, Friedman wrote that Bergevin is definitely among the 
GMs speaking with Blue Jackets boss Jarmo Kekalainen. He also noted 
Winnipeg was hot after Dubois and wisely reminded that several other 
teams garnering less discussion in the rumour mill were in the mix. 

How could they not be? We’re talking about a kid who’s already scored 
over 25 goals and 60 points in a season; a player who most recently put 
up 10 points in 10 playoff games while lining up against some of the best 
centres in the world in Toronto’s Auston Matthews and John Tavares and 
Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point. 

Any team would be interested in that kind of player. 

Dubois may not be in the superstar centre mould, but he certainly fits in 
the Ryan O’Reilly, Jonathan Toews, Anze Kopitar and Patrice Bergeron 
star cast. Those guys all steered Stanley Cup-winning drives, and it’s not 
hard to envision Dubois potentially doing the same wherever he lands. 

The thought of him cruising down Saint-Catherine Street in a convertible 
with said Cup en mains — perhaps as early as this July — isn’t even far-
fetched. 
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But one of the many questions we have to answer in order for that to 
even be considered a possibility is if Bergevin is willing to part with the 
pieces Kekalainen would want. 

The conversation, from Columbus’s end of it, would have to start with 
Suzuki. Kekalainen can’t trade Dubois without a player like Suzuki 
coming back the other way — a young centre with as much upside, one 
under team control for even longer than Dubois is. 

You could also understand why Kekalainen would want another piece in 
the deal if it was Suzuki, because we’re talking about a 21-year-old 
sophomore who’s not as proven as Dubois, and the Blue Jackets aren’t 
throwing in the towel on this season — not with Seth Jones, Joonas 
Korpisalo, Elvis Merzlikins and several other key pieces just two years 
away from potentially walking out the door as unrestricted free agents. 
Their window to win is open right now, but it could be all but closed if 
Dubois goes for anything less. 

But is the trade-off worth it for Bergevin? 

He might consider it to be, even if it means giving up a player in Suzuki 
who might have a bit more offence in him than Dubois. 

But Suzuki is very much trending towards becoming a Bergeron-type, 
and he’s further along in that process than anyone could’ve anticipated 
he’d be at this stage. That he makes a pittance compared to Dubois — 
and that’s he’s under contract for this season and next — isn’t a small 
consideration. 

Adding something else to the deal to meet Kekalainen’s demand would 
make the decision that much harder for Bergevin, even if he feels Dubois 
gives the Canadiens a better chance to win right now. 

The obvious counter for Bergevin is to offer a package that revolves 
around Kotkaniemi. If he’s going to compete with other offers that will 
come across Kekalainen’s desk, one of Montreal’s top prospects would 
also have to be in the deal. And in order for the Canadiens to take on 
Dubois’ $5-million cap hit, they’d have to send a roster player making in 
excess of $3 million the other way. 

Would Bergevin be willing to give up Kotkaniemi — a 20-year-old, six-
foot-two, 201-pound centre who could very well, within two years, 
become what Dubois is now — along with a top prospect? 

We say it’s possible, but we’re not sure if Bergevin would give up the 
former third-overall pick and the best prospect in his system. 

And yet, if you’re Kekalainen, and you can’t have Suzuki — and you 
know Montreal defenceman Alex Romanov is untouchable — are you not 
asking for Cole Caufield to come along with Kotkaniemi, who’s more of a 
wild card than Suzuki? And if you can’t get Bergevin to give up Caufield, 
are you not insisting on one of Mattias Norlinder or Kaiden Guhle and a 
draft pick? 

Add in a proven 20-goal scorer in Paul Byron, who can vault up from 
Montreal’s fourth line to Columbus’s third or second — and for this year 
and two more at $3.4 million on the cap — and you might have the 
makings of a deal Kekalainen could digest. 

Whether or not it would be the best one he could get at this point in time 
is another question. Think of what the Jets, or the New York Rangers, or 
the Ottawa Senators or Anaheim Ducks could offer. 

If the Kotkaniemi package still proves to be the one Kekalainen would be 
most interested in, there’s still the question of whether or not Bergevin 
would be willing to give up that much for Dubois. 

Let’s say he is, then timing becomes another key consideration. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Do Columbus and Montreal both believe they can go an extended period 
of time without any of the pieces we’re talking about in their respective 
lineups? It would be tough for either team to make a deal in the coming 
weeks if they felt they were putting their playoff hopes in serious 
jeopardy. 

Say the Canadiens had this deal in place and wanted to pull the trigger 
on it right after their final game of this season-opening road trip — when 
they have a four-day gap between games — they would still be without 
Kotkaniemi, Byron and Dubois for their next six games, as Dubois would 
have to complete a 14-day mandatory quarantine coming from the United 
States to Canada. 

If that’s confusing you because inbound players from the U.S. and 
Europe had to do just seven-day quarantines and provide four negative 
COVID-19 tests before being permitted to start training camp, know that 
the proviso there was that for the second week they were only permitted 
to travel between the practice facility and home. 

This is different: a player being traded to Canada from the U.S. would not 
be permitted to appear in games after seven days and four negative tests 
and be exposed to his teammates or visiting teams at the Bell Centre. 
Remember, he wouldn’t just be in the Canadiens’ bubble, as the 
Canadiens now share a bubble with the other teams in Canada. 

Without getting too bogged down in all of that, imagine you’re Bergevin 
and you’re making this deal because you believe it gives you a better 
chance to win this year’s Cup, but the Canadiens end up missing the 
playoffs because their lineup is severely handicapped for 14 per cent of 
the schedule. 

It could be even more than that, unless you think Dubois could jump right 
into games before appearing in a practice with the team. 

But we digress. 

Sure, even if Bergevin feels that, in spite of missing the playoffs this year, 
Dubois still gives the Canadiens a chance for years to come, losing out 
on the chance this year is monumental given where the team is at — with 
35-year-old Shea Weber and 33-year-old Carey Price still at the heart of 
why they feel they’re a contender to begin with. 

And if Bergevin loses a chance this season, is it worth it for him to be 
giving up on a player in Kotkaniemi, who could turn into a similar one to 
Dubois and be paid far less over the next two-to-X years? And on top of 
all the other pieces we suggested would have to be in the deal? 

These are complex calculations and risks to consider. 

Still, we don’t expect the buzz to die down in these parts. Not so long as 
Dubois is playing for a team he doesn’t want to stay with. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.16.2021 

1199289 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' early struggles only a minor setback for ever-
improving Pettersson 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

It has been 158 games since Elias Pettersson famously began his career 
with the Vancouver Canucks by scoring on his first National Hockey 
League shot against the Calgary Flames. 

The dazzling centre has been mesmerizing to watch in most of the 
games since then, becoming by age 22 one of the top players in the 
world. 

He has raised expectations – for himself and the Canucks – significantly 
since his debut 28 months ago. Where there was hope when Pettersson 
started, now there are demands, which is why he will again be a focal 
point when the Canucks visit the Flames on Saturday. 

A catalyst for the Canucks, their chief driver of offence since he arrived in 
North America from Sundsvall, Sweden, Pettersson and his line 
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struggled at even-strength for most of Vancouver’s split of a 
doubleheader this week against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Please, let’s not call one assist in two games a slump. 

Canuck Nation, like most Canadian NHL markets, has a history of 
reacting to events with the steadiness of a seismograph during an 
earthquake. We’re two games into the 2021 season. 

But Pettersson and winger Brock Boeser have struggled to generate 
offence in five of the Canucks’ six periods without absent winger J.T. 
Miller, who, as far as we know, does not have COVID-19 but is subject to 
the B.C. health ministry’s 14-day quarantine period for coming into close 
contact with Jordie Benn. 

Benn, the Canucks defenceman, reportedly passed and failed a series of 
tests for the coronavirus but, ironically, may be allowed to return to the 
lineup before Miller. 

Miller’s impact is undeniable. 

Miller did not miss a game last season when the Canucks outscored 
opponents 62-36 with Pettersson on the ice at five-on-five. But in 
Edmonton, where Pettersson and his teammates were run over Thursday 
by Connor McDavid, his expected goals-for percentage was just 32.2 and 
Vancouver was outshot 23-14 when he was on the ice. 

The Canucks’ top line was so poor in the 5-2 loss that coach Travis 
Green quickly separated Pettersson and Boeser from disappointing fill-in 
Jake Virtanen and lamented after the game: “The line just wasn’t doing 
anything. They weren’t playing very well. McDavid’s line was spending a 
lot of time in our zone so we tried to change it up a little bit.” 

That is about as blunt as Green has been with criticism of his top players. 

About to play their third game in four nights, with the road trip finale also 
against the Flames on Monday, the Canucks announced that Friday 
would be a day off and no one from the team was available to the media. 

“Absolutely, I can get better,” Pettersson told Sportsnet just before the 
trip. “That's what I'm working on every day. I'm never satisfied. I always 
think I can skate faster, protect the puck better -- all the small things that 
you practice to perfection. I mean, I'm still learning. I'm still young in this 
league. I'm aware of that. But I'm trying to get better every day.” 

That is part of Pettersson’s allure as a player, what endears him to the 
fan base. His fierce competitiveness matches his skill. He will know he 
needs to play better in Calgary than he did in Edmonton. 

Pettersson has sailed over every obstacle encountered in the NHL. 
These last two games? Right now, it’s barely a speed bump. 

In his pre-season interview, Pettersson said he learned a lot about 
himself last summer when the Canucks not only made the playoffs for the 
first time in five years but defeated the Minnesota Wild in the qualifying 
round before eliminating the Stanley Cup champion St. Louis Blues. 

“Every play mattered, every shift,” Pettersson said of his first playoff 
experience. “If you're slack on one shift, the other team can score a goal. 
That's playoffs. Things go fast. I would say all the simple things made the 
biggest difference, like getting the puck out, blocking shots, things like 
that. 

“It was a good learning experience for me to get a sense of what playoff 
hockey is. As a team, we played good -- one win away from the 
conference final. I'm really happy with the way I played, but also for the 
team. It was a good experience for all of us. We're just trying to build on 
that.” 

It’s worth remembering that Pettersson flourished in the Stanley Cup 
tournament even after first-line winger Tyler Toffoli was hurt in the 
playoff-opener, and remained so as Miller played through obvious injury. 

Not only did the 176-pound Swede withstand the heightened intensity 
and physical punishment of the post-season, he amassed seven goals 
and 18 points in 17 games. 

“Before the playoffs, I got to spend three months at home and work out 
and get in better shape,” Pettersson said, referring to the NHL shutdown 
last spring when the global pandemic began. “That definitely helped. But 
I did feel that I was better in the playoffs than I was in the season.” 

When the Canucks open their doubleheader against the Flames, 
Pettersson will be shooting against friend and former teammate Jacob 
Markstrom, the goalie Calgary signed in October to a massive six-year, 
$36-million contract. 

He is also likely to encounter shutdown defenceman Chris Tanev, who 
followed Markstrom to Calgary from Vancouver. 

“It was definitely hard seeing three good friends leave,” Pettersson said 
of Markstrom, Tanev and defenceman Troy Stecher, who signed with the 
Detroit Red Wings. “All three of those guys were here when I got here. I 
was friends with them right away, and all of them took care of me. So it 
was definitely hard to see them go. But I understand it's a business and 
all that. 

“All of us would love to have those players still. But step back or step 
forward? I don't know. We've got some really good new guys. We signed 
(Braden) Holtby, got (Nate) Schmidt in a really good trade. We can't think 
too much in the past. I stay in the moment now. I'm happy with the team 
we have now.” 

Pettersson was able to say goodbye to his friends in person because he 
spent the autumn off-season in Vancouver rather than returning to 
Sweden. With the pandemic, the time of year and quarantine 
requirements for travellers, Pettersson figured it was just smarter to stay 
in B.C. 

“I didn't really do that many things because of COVID,” he said. “But I 
enjoyed my time here in the off-season. It was weird, but in a nice way, to 
be here for a long time. It feels more like home here now. I've settled in 
even better.” 

Yes, he is becoming immune to rain. 

“As much as it's nice to have snow,” Pettersson said, “I'd rather have rain 
because I don't like the cold that much.” 

He is aware of the chill that the loss of Markstrom and others have had 
on the expectations of some for the Canucks this season. 

Asked if he likes the idea of being underdogs, Pettersson said: “Please. I 
mean, we've been under... what’s the word, underdogs? We've been 
underdogs since I came here. But honestly, we don't think too much 
about the outside noise. We know we have a good team. We like to hang 
out and play with each other. 

"But absolutely, it motivates me. I've been doubted all my life that I was 
too small. So honestly, it's nothing new to me.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames GM Treliving: 'Teammates adore' hardworking 
Markstrom 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

The Calgary Flames lost their season debut Thursday night, however it 
didn’t derail general manager Brad Treliving’s optimism for this season – 
specifically his confidence in new starting goalie Jacob Markstrom. 

“He works as hard as any goaltender I’ve ever been around – any player 
I’ve ever been around, never mind goaltender,” Treliving said Friday 
during an appearance on Hockey Central. “He’s here early, he stays late. 
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The work that he demands of himself and those around him, you can tell 
why he’s reached the level he’s reached.” 

The Flames lost 4-3 in overtime to the Winnipeg Jets after blowing a 3-1 
first-period lead. Markstrom stopped 30 of 34 shots and was beaten twice 
by Patrik Laine, including the game-winner 78 seconds into the extra 
frame. 

The Galve, Sweden native, who turns 31 at the end of January, signed a 
six-year, $36-million contract with Calgary as a free agent in the off-
season after finishing the 2019-20 season fourth in Vezina Trophy votes 
in his seventh and final year with the Vancouver Canucks. 

“He’s someone that his teammates adore even though being here a short 
period of time,” Treliving added. “He doesn’t have to be a saviour and we 
have to play well in front of him. The goaltender a lot of times is a 
reflection of what you do in front of him, so it’s up to us to make sure 
we’re doing our job and making Jacob’s job less difficult.” 

The Flames are scheduled for a four-game home stand beginning 
Saturday with back-to-back contests against the Canucks then two 
versus the Maple Leafs. 
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Sportsnet.ca / New-look Senators will mix glimpse of future with veteran 
savvy in 2021 

 

Wayne ScanlanJanuary 14, 2021, 4:45 PM 

 

It’s no wonder Senators general manager Pierre Dorion had a difficult 
time wiping the smile off his face during Thursday’s Zoom call. 

A mere ten months and four days since his team’s most recent game, 
Dorion will finally see his much-altered roster in action in a regular 
season NHL matchup. 

It’s no ordinary game. And no soft touch. 

In their home opener, at an empty Canadian Tire Centre due to COVID-
19 restrictions, the Senators will face a Toronto Maple Leafs team 
expected by many to finish atop the new all-Canadian division. Ottawa, 
coming off a 30th place finish in the league last season, is hoping to wind 
up better than seventh in a seven-team loop. 

Dorion and head coach D.J. Smith have assembled a 23-man roster and 
six-player taxi squad that includes a patchwork of veterans like Braydon 
Coburn, Erik Gudbranson, Austin Watson, Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric 
Paquette, plus a sprinkling of what the future has to offer for the 
rebuilding Senators. 

This is especially true of the starting two lines against Toronto, which 
include rookie centre Josh Norris and world junior sensation Tim Stützle. 

Remaining Time -0:38 

How Senators plan on getting Stutzle ready for the NHL 

While the bottom six forwards and bottom two defence pairings remain a 
work in progress -- Smith won’t have his final lineup set until Friday’s 
morning skate -- the top two lines appear set, at least for game one: 

Brady Tkachuk - Josh Norris - Drake Batherson 

Tim Stützle - Derek Stepan - Evgenii Dadonov 

Stützle, drafted third overall in October, turns 19 on Friday. Tkachuk and 
Norris are both 21, and Batherson is 22. 

Dorion himself is intrigued by what the kids can bring. 

“Four of our top six forwards are 22 and under,” Dorion says. “It’s still a 
man’s league, the NHL. There will be tough nights, we’re not going to 
deny that, but there will also be some really good highs with this young 
group of talent.” 

Smith is enthusiastic about his youthful top line, even as he 
acknowledges they will make mistakes. Tkachuk already plays like a 
hardened veteran. Norris can fly and Batherson, who has been in 43 
NHL games over the past two years, is a shooter and a passer. 

“They all can make plays. They work hard,” Smith says. 

“Not that they’ll play together all year, but I think they’re a line that is 
going to show you the future of this team. You’ve got Brady that’s an 
end-front guy, Drake and Norris can make plays. At this point, Norris is 
probably the one centre on our team that can really get up and down the 
ice.” 

As for Stützle, Smith says he is the kind of skilled player who will “bring 
fans out of their seats.” 

That is, once fans can get in those seats in the first place. 

The long-suffering Senators faithful will have to wait to see their team 
live, just as they must wait on some of the Senators' top prospects, 
including a handful still in the NCAA. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Forwards Logan Brown and Alex Formenton, as well as defenceman Erik 
Brannstrom, are just three of the young players who thrived in AHL 
Belleville last season and will start there again. None of the three cracked 
the 23-man roster and won’t be on the taxi squad, at least to start the 
season. Defenceman Artem Zub, in from the KHL, has impressed in 
camp and will get a place on the taxi squad. Ditto for forward Filip 
Chlapik and goaltender Joey Daccord. Christian Wolanin, 25, brought 
some offensive flair and earned a spot among the top seven 
defencemen. 

In his fifth Sens camp, Logan Brown essentially lost the battle to Norris. 

“First and foremost, he’s 22 years old,” Dorion said of Brown. “He’s got a 
long NHL career ahead of him. Both D.J. and I feel that Logan is one of 
our most talented players here. He was close.” 

Deciding on the taxi squad and Belleville, Dorion said the feeling was 
Brown would benefit more by playing 20-25 minutes per game in the 
AHL, once that league starts on Feb. 5. 

The coaching staff liked Brown’s work on the power play but felt he 
needed more work on his five-on-five game. Like other young players, 
Brown was handicapped by having no exhibition games in which to 
showcase himself. He did take part in Monday’s Black-and-White 
scrimmage. 

“If you play exhibition games and you’re plus-six and clicking on the 
power play, we’re maybe looking at something different,” Smith said. 
“Unfortunately, we were only looking at one intra-squad scrimmage. 
That’s the hard part of this experience this year.” 

Brannstrom set back by two quarantines 

Dorion said his heart goes out to Brannstrom, 21, who had to go through 
two separate quarantines in Ottawa and missed almost the entire camp. 

“He put in the work, he’s never been in this kind of shape,” Dorion said. 
“He played in Switzerland, he was great in Switzerland. Once he got 
here, he had a 14-day quarantine, then he came in close contact with 
someone (who tested positive for COVID-19) and had another 14-day 
quarantine. Then there were bumps and bruises (that kept him out).” 

Brannstrom was unable to take part in Monday’s scrimmage. 

“He only had one practice with our team,” Dorion said. 

“He’s going to be a big part of our team moving forward,” Dorion added. 
“I don’t think he’s very happy about being assigned to Belleville right now 
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because it was not circumstances he could control. But what we saw of 
him in Switzerland, and even the one practice (here) I think he’s hit 
another gear. He’s going to play some games in Belleville and in due 
time he will come back.” 

Colin White question 

After receiving rave reviews early in camp, centre Colin White was not on 
one of the top four lines in Thursday’s practice. Smith said no decision 
has been yet on whether White plays against Toronto. 

If he doesn’t, it will be a blow to the first of the young players in this 
rebuild to be signed to a long-term contract. In August of 2019, White 
signed a six-year, $28.5-million deal. Last season, White admitted he 
struggled trying to live up to the contract, while also suffering a serious 
groin injury. 

Don’t look for any rift between the coach and GM on this one. Dorion 
might have signed White to that deal, but he says Smith has absolute 
control over the lineup from game to game. 

“He’s got my 100 per cent support,” Dorion said. “Whoever he sits out I 
know it’s for the betterment of the group.” 

On a Zoom call, White put on a brave face. 

“I felt I had a pretty good camp,” the 23-year-old said. “Lines change 
every day. For me it’s just -- day in, day out, come to the rink and have a 
good attitude and be a pro. 

“It’s pretty easy with this team because of the guys we have, it’s a pretty 
close team and they are fun guys to be around. Whether I’m in the lineup 
or not it’s not going to change how I play (in practice).” 

One of the opening night highlights is the return of Gloucester’s Erik 
Gudbranson to his hometown team, after nine NHL seasons in Florida, 
Vancouver, Pittsburgh and Anaheim. The rugged 28-year-old 
defenceman will start on Ottawa’s top pair on Friday, with Thomas 
Chabot, although friends and family won’t be there to see it. A Battle of 
Ontario matchup on opening night would have assured a strong gate. 
Any other year. 

“It's sad,” Gudbranson said, speaking of the whole group, not just 
himself. “We’re so excited to play hockey but it’s never going to be the 
same without fans. It’s one thing playing in the NHL, but there is nothing 
like playing in front of 21,000 people. 

We’re going to miss them dearly. We know they’re back at home, they’re 
watching and cheering for us. We’re going to put a good product on the 
ice for that reason. The guys have been off the ice for so long, and this is 
our first crack at the can. We’re ready for it.” 

As for facing the Leafs, who played a spirited game against the 
Canadiens on Wednesday, Gudbranson says his new Senators team will 
have to band together or perish. 

“They’re a high-octane offence and they lean that way, they always 
have,” Gudbranson says. “They’re incredibly skilled and if you make a 
mistake, if you cheat, they’ll make you pay every time. 

“We’re going to have to defend by committee and stay out of the penalty 
box. It will take all five guys and a goaltender to frustrate them for 60 
minutes.” 

Only competitors need apply 

Asked again for his aspirations for this team, Dorion said he expects “a 
huge step forward” from the past three seasons of last- and second-last 
place finishes. 

“We want to be one of the most competitive teams in the NHL,” Dorion 
said. “We want to be hard to play against. We want you to earn two 
points against us and we want our young guys to develop in the proper 
manner. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Why Senators must stay away from penalty trouble against high scoring 
Maple Leafs 

“The most unfortunate part about all this is that our fans won’t get a 
chance to see us live.” 

Asked to define his team’s style of play, Dorion said the Senators will be 
fast, structured and aggressive. 

“And if you take liberties, we’ve got the manpower to punch you back,” 
Dorion said. 

For Smith, the key word is competitiveness. Players who don’t compete 
for him this year, simply won’t play. 

"I always talk of Boston (and the Bruins' mantra): You either get in line or 
you don't last," Smith said. "To have success down the road, you need 
big, strong teams and the most competitive team wins." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Building the Maple Leafs' ideal forward lines 

 

justin-bourne  

 

In the two seasons I spent working with Sheldon Keefe, there was 
nothing I enjoyed more than talking roster construction. There’s 
monotony in coaching, poring over video, building practices, building 
team meetings, building systems sheets, and so much more. And so 
these lineup conversations generally happened when most of the time-
sensitive work was done, when there was room to breathe with feet up -- 
often post-practice, when you could really flesh out the options without an 
impending deadline. 

(Some days they have to take place in the morning for practice sake, but 
those morning discussions almost always get revisited.) 

As a staff, you use the tools at your disposal for lineup building. You 
consider, from the top-level concepts on down: 

• How you’re going to score the most goals and keep the most out of your 
net 

• Who’s been playing well/poorly of late 

• Upcoming opponents and how to best beat them 

• In-game deployment -- who’s going to kill, who’s going to get PP time, 
and how that’s going to affect the immediate rollout of lines following 
special teams. (A good example here is that if your PP1 has players from 
three different lines, you’re all but certain to have one guy too tired to go 
on when the power play starts, and lines may get messy for a few 
rotations after the PP. You’d like to avoid that if possible.) 

• Keeping as many players happy as possible 

• How to plug injury holes 

• The opinions of numerous staff members 

• Who needs a jumpstart 

• Any commitments the team may have made to a player (including 
developing young guys when you’re at the AHL level). I’m thinking about 
the convincing of UFAs to sign with your team here. 

• Analytics 

There’s rarely a perfect way to construct your 12 forwards, let alone all 
18 skaters, and any conclusion you do reach is going to be tinged with at 
least some subjectivity. 
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So, keep that in mind with the below. Over the past nine months the 
Leafs have played six games, and only one of which has taken place 
since they’ve overturned a lot of their roster. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

But, like the coaches who are deciding their lineups right now, that 
doesn’t mean we can’t have an opinion on who should play where and 
why. I certainly do, so let’s get into that now. 

In game one the Leafs went with this group of forwards 

Joe Thornton-Auston Matthews-Mitchell Marner 

Jimmy Vesey-John Tavares-William Nylander 

Ilya Mikheyev-Alexander Kerfoot-Zach Hyman 

Alexander Barabanov-Jason Spezza-Wayne Simmonds 

I believe they’ll stick with that lineup for game two. 

On the outside looking in for forwards were: 

Nick Robertson 

Travis Boyd 

Adam Brooks 

I’m not going to waste your time, I’ll lay out what I’d like to see and then 
explain why. This is the case I’d make were I still working with Sheldon: 

Hyman-Matthews-Marner 

Mikheyev-Tavares-Nylander 

Robertson-Thornton-Kerfoot 

Vesey-Spezza-Simmonds 

My forward groups aren’t a reaction to game one entirely, though that 
game certainly informed them. One of the takeaways was a question 
about Barabanov, and not necessarily about what he’s looked like so far 
through an intra-squad scrimmage and five minutes of ice time in one 
game, but about what his ceiling looks like. As in, let’s say he starts 
playing well -- he’s really only had one good moment (a shot block) and a 
half-dozen dicey ones so far -- what is he then to this team? 

My understanding is he’s supposed to be a tenacious forechecker, 
Hyman-lite, with some offensive ability, which...OK? Where does that fit 
on this Leafs team, if they don’t see him as a penalty killer (which it 
seems they don’t)? He seems too small to be a physical presence, not 
offensively gifted enough to have a big offensive role on a talented team. 
I just don’t understand where he’s even really supposed to fit. 

So, maybe I’ll be proven wrong there, but in the early going (an insanely 
small sample size) I haven’t seen it so far. I’ll keep an open mind, but for 
now he’s out of my lineup while he gets comfortable in blue and white. 

Since Barabanov was just supposed to forecheck and have some 
offensive upside, let’s plug in Nick Robertson, who checks those boxes 
and has shown an intense commitment to being a contributor this season 
by staying in Toronto for the entire pandemic instead of being with his 
family at just 19 years old. His shot is elite. He seems unafraid. I feel like 
he’s going to be a part of this lineup all season, so let’s just get him in 
there. And so, back to my lines again... 

Hyman-Matthews-Marner 

Mikheyev-Tavares-Nylander 

Robertson-Thornton-Kerfoot 

Vesey-Spezza-Simmonds 

My changes are not about Thornton’s game one or my opinion of him 
(though him being older and needing more like 15 minutes than the 17 he 
got does play a part), and more about a lack of belief in the Leafs' 
“defensive line” -- the forechecking group that’s supposed to play the 
right way, play hard and keep the puck out of their own net, which is 
currently that Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Hyman trio. 

I don’t believe in that line because I think you’ve got at least two players 
who are best suited at being mushrooms-for-Mario and bigging up their 
linemates in Hyman and Mikheyev. That’s a real skill, and those guys 
have it. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Neither of them are creators on their own (maybe Mikheyev can be 
eventually, but hasn’t been at the NHL level thus far), so I don’t think 
you’re going to get enough offence out of them, which will leave them 
under-utilized. Don’t forget, Hyman has found an offensive groove over 
the past year or two, at least in finding the dirty goals his talented 
linemates have been less prone to score. 

As it stands, I don’t think enough pucks will be at or around the net for 
Hyman to get the goals he’s been getting, which all but guarantees an 
offensive step back for him. (I know they want to toggle him up with the 
big dogs, but already things are getting more complicated than they need 
to be. I’m guessing some promises about opportunity were made to 
Thornton, but that’s pure speculation.) 

Most of this, though, comes down to skepticism in what Kerfoot can do 
for a line based on his time with the Leafs thus far. There are flashes -- 
he can skate, he works super hard, and he’s smart -- but I don’t think of 
him as much of an offensive threat, nor do I see a defensive specialist. 
He can be a good winger for good linemates, particularly smart linemates 
who can use him as a cog, I’m just not sure he can power a whole 
machine. 

I think adding Hyman to Matthews-Marner makes them a better line than 
when 41-year-old Thornton is there. I think adding Mikheyev to Tavares-
Nylander makes that a better line than when Vesey is there, as I’m not 
sure there’s much of an offensive upgrade from Mikheyev to Vesey, and I 
think the former is superior off the puck with his work ethic, stick-work 
and physical play. 

I think I’ve got a better top-six, and I’m willing to bet a grouping of 
Robertson-Thornton-Kerfoot is a better producer than the other third line. 
Now of course, they’re far more of a concern defensively than the 
Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Hyman line would be, but I’d bet on the balance their 
goals-for-percentage would be comparable given their offensive abilities. 
And if you’re up a goal in the third nothing is stopping you from re-
assembling your preferred defensive line. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

As far as complicating roster rollout goes, I’d rather start with my 
proposed lines (with the stronger top six) and have to switch to a 
defence-first line, than start with the defence-first line and have to toggle 
into offence-mode to play catch up. 

As for Vesey, well, not everyone can get their cookies (to use Anthony 
Stewart’s turn of phrase) in every roster construction, and he takes the 
biggest blow here. The fact he’s all-in on a fresh start and can finish 
plays can put him in the position of “next man up” the first time someone 
falters in the top-nine, or gets hurt, or falls out of favour. 

I’d rather see Robertson on line three (over Vesey) because I think he’d 
be great with a couple dishers like Thornton and Kerfoot given his 
excellent shot. 

(On Thornton by the way: one thing he does that I really like and that can 
benefit this Leafs team is not throw the puck away. You may remember 
that was a habit Keefe wanted to bring to the Leafs -- don’t dump the 
puck in just to have to go get it back. Thornton makes a lot of great small 
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area passes that can help whoever he’s playing with stay on the 
offensive side of the puck. If he were even a few years younger I’d be 
100 per cent in favour of keeping him with the top line.) 

To make sure I touch on every line: I thought Spezza was great last year, 
and was even better in the bubble. He’s gotta be in the lineup for a bit, 
and with the need at centre, he’s the obvious guy. Simmonds provides 
something no one else in this lineup brings (as Ben Chiarot can attest), 
and he’s got some finishing ability (which his role on the power play 
supports), so he’s a no-brainer in the lineup as well. If there are holes 
down the road, I’m good with either guy getting more time. 

Remaining Time -1:16 

Tavares impressed by all the intangibles Simmonds brings to Maple 
Leafs 

At some point, the Leafs need to find some players who are willing to 
alter how they play a bit to make defence a priority. (Are Travis Boyd, or 
maybe Joey Anderson at some point willing to be that for this team?) 

But until then, Toronto -- like all teams in a salary cap era -- has a 
weakness, and here it’s a lack of forwards with a defensive bent. The 
overall idea with this team build is that it should put them in a position 
more often than not where they have the luxury of defending because 
they’re in the lead. And as many coaches will tell you, defence can be 
taught and committed to -- it’s not a skill thing. So, there’s the hope guys 
can toggle mindsets when need be. 

The best-case scenario for the Leafs is that these line conversations stay 
relevant, as they’re healthy. In a usual year that’s rarely the case, and 
you’re papering over obvious deficiencies throughout the lineup because 
you just don’t have the horses. 

This year the Leafs are deep up front, but in a condensed schedule and 
in the COVID era, team health is no guarantee. If they have that, and this 
conversation stays relevant, you can bet their regular season will end up 
having been a success just about any way they decide to piece together 
their puzzle. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In Kirill Kaprizov, a new NHL star has been born 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylenJanuary 15, 2021, 5:42 PM 

 

A star was born Thursday night in the NHL, and if you're not a usual 
watcher of Minnesota Wild games (I forgive you), there might be a very 
good reason to check on them from time to time now. 

With three points, including a game-winning goal in overtime, Kirill 
Kaprizov has taken what was already a fuelled-up hype train and turned 
it into a Maglev. 

Yes it was only Minnesota's first game in 2021, but we formally 
welcomed the rookie to the Calder race Thursday night. 

"This is a guy they're not only hoping he's good, but they're hoping he 
can breath new life into their franchise," Elliotte Friedman said on the 
most recent 31 Thoughts: The Podcast. "They got stale. He's there to 
breath life in there as much as anything else. 

Kaprizov's drum beat could be heard long before the season started and 
most gambling sites had him within the top three Calder candidates 
before his opening game. 

The advantage he has over the Alexis Lafreniere's, Tim Stützle's, Josh 
Norris' and Dylan Cozens' of the world is that Kaprizov's a "veteran" 

rookie -- a 23-year-old who's played, and excelled, in the KHL for five 
years since Minnesota called his name at the draft. 

Kaprizov was third in KHL scoring last season, 11th the season before, 
and scored at a pace uncommon in that league for players his age. He 
was a top scorer for Russia at the 2017 juniors, 2018 worlds and led 
them with five goals at the 2018 Olympics, where he scored the overtime 
gold medal-winner against Germany. 

The amazing thing is that Kaprizov was never a top draft prospect. He 
was a fifth-round pick in 2015, taken two slots ahead of Dominik Simon 
and a few after Conor Garland and Ethan Bear. And that it was the Wild 
who took him is amazing in hindsight. 

Minnesota traded up with the Bruins to get that selection, 135th overall, 
and when they called Kaprizov's name it was the first time the 
organization had chosen a player out of Russia in 11 years. This was at 
least partly due to how uncertain it could be to get some of those players 
under NHL contract, and then there was concern as to how that would 
play out with Kaprizov. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

In 2017 he re-signed a contract with CSKA Moscow through the 2020 
season, delaying an NHL arrival that, at the time, seemed may never 
come. 

"Well, you know that they weren’t too interested in me," Kaprizov said in 
a 2017 interview with Sport-Express when asked why he wasn't with the 
Wild. "What round was I picked at? The fifth? I think that they forgot 
about me immediately after the selection. 

"Only when they took me to the world championship did they begin to stir, 
they began to talk to the agent. But we saw how Toronto courted Nikita 
Zaitsev. This was not even close to me." 

Now, he's must-see TV in Minnesota, and may grow to make them a 
better view on a national scale. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Watch Kaprizov take a few shifts and you might be surprised he's only 
listed at 5-foot-9 and 185 pounds -- or that size was ever a concern for 
him. He moves with quick power and is aggressive on the puck, which all 
make him appear a bit bigger in action. He's got top-notch offensive 
instincts and wasn't afraid of driving the middle in Game 1. His style is 
going to force the Wild to be a quicker team -- at least when he's on the 
ice. 

He's always moving. 

This is a potentially huge development for the Wild, a franchise that's 
been stuck in the mud for a while -- too good to wind up with a franchise-
altering top draft pick, not good enough to contend for anything. If you 
include reaching last summer's qualification round (where they lost to 
Vancouver, so not technically the playoffs), the Wild have reached seven 
of the past eight post-seasons, but haven't won a game in Round 2 since 
2014. 

Part of the reason they can't break through certainly has to do with the 
fact they've lacked a real game-breaking offensive talent. Zach Parise, 
Mikael Granlund, Eric Staal and Jason Zucker have been among the 
Wild's top regular season scorers in recent years and only one of them -- 
36-year-old Parise -- remains with the team. You wouldn't say any of 
them really blew the doors off the competition in short playoff series. 

Maybe 24-year-old Kevin Fiala is going to become that player for the 
Wild. In his final 20 regular season games last season he was a top five 
scorer in the league. Fiala's emergence two years after the Wild traded 
for him was a shot in the arm, but if two young scorers are going to arrive 
this year in Minnesota they might get the same kind of jolt usually 
reserved for teams that just picked off the top of the draft list. 

This is how you start carving a path out of that mud. 
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"He's obviously a goal scorer from what he did in the KHL," the Wild's 
Nick Bonino told reporters in training camp. "What I've been excited to 
see is his battle level on the puck all over the ice in the few battle drills 
we've done. I don't think goals will be a problem for him. He's working 
really hard like we expect to see." 

After his debut, the train has left the station. If you wanted Kaprizov on 
your fantasy team, or wanted the best Calder odds, that's not happening 
anymore. 

Whether or not he can sustain his level in a condensed 56-game 
schedule and lead the Wild to the playoffs is to be seen. The West is still 
a tough division with St. Louis, Vegas and Colorado seemingly locked 
into playoff spots, leaving one left to play for. Arizona was a qualifier last 
season, San Jose has a very wide range of outcomes, and even 
Anaheim is a wild card. 

But none of them added a player who will give as significant a boost on 
ice, and in mindset, as Kaprizov. He's made the Wild different this 
season -- and when was the last time we could say that? 
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TSN.CA / Keefe plans to stay patient with new-look lines 

TSN's Mark Masters is back with his game day notes column as the 
Toronto Maple Leafs prepare for the first installment of the Battle Of 
Ontario this season. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

With the Leafs trailing on Wednesday night, Sheldon Keefe was tempted 
to shake things up. 

"You remind yourself that we haven't played any exhibition games and 
we need to give it some time for things to develop and really judge it on a 
bigger sample than one game, one period, whatever it might be," the 
coach said.  

All four of the forward lines have a different look this year with at least 
one fresh face inserted. Toronto's third line features three players who 
only spent three minutes on the ice together in five-on-five play last 
season. Alex Kerfoot, Ilya Mikheyev and Zach Hyman struggled to create 
some chemistry early in Wednesday opener as special teams play 
disrupted the rhythm of the bench. 

"In the third period I really thought that line took hold," said Keefe. "Right 
after Montreal made it 4-3, that line had a really good shift in the 
offensive zone and really got us moving and had some really strong 
shifts to follow up on that throughout the third period."  

Toronto will stick with the same lines and defence pairings against 
Ottawa.  

Frederik Andersen will start on Friday and Jack Campbell will get the call 
in Saturday's rematch against the Senators.  

      Congratulations to @ZachHyman on the arrival of Theo! 
pic.twitter.com/04J1GRAyz1 

    — NHLPA (@NHLPA) January 15, 2021 

--- 

Some rust was expected early in the season, especially when it comes to 
getting used to the details of Keefe's system and structure, but there's 
one area the coach wants cleaned up quickly.  

"We know we allowed Montreal to get in behind us too many times, a 
couple times at even strength, a couple times on the penalty kill, and we 
can't allow those type of clean looks at our net," Keefe stressed. "That 
has to get out of our game quickly."  

The team has made limiting odd-man rushes a priority and the coach is 
seeing progress on that front. 

"I liked how we worked," said Keefe. "I liked how we competed. I liked 
how we skated. I thought we had some really good structure leaving the 
offensive zone."  

Keefe also liked how his group battled back from a 3-1 deficit against the 
Canadiens. Toronto had just two multiple-goal comeback wins in 2019-
20.  

"As great as it is to be resilient, it's not a great strategy to be playing from 
behind," Keefe said. "We need to make sure that we can come out 
[strong] here today against a very energetic and excited young team in 
their home opener. They haven't played yet, so they're going to have 
fresh legs and be jumping and excited to play and we got to make sure 
we're ready to establish things early." 

Leafs/Sens Ice Chips: Cue the Battle of Ontario 

The Senators have been waiting to return to action for 310 days and 
they'll drop the puck on a new season tonight against the Maple Leafs. 
All eyes will be on Tim Stützle who is celebrating his 19th birthday and 
D.J. Smith knows the Leafs will be a strong first test for his club. Brent 
Wallace gets you ready for puck drop. 

--- 

The Senators have made some significant changes after finishing 30th 
last season. 

"They got a lot more depth, skill and they're hungry to come out here and 
play hard," said winger Mitch Marner. "They're going to try and take away 
a lot of stuff on the rush, making us dump and chase and get us off our 
game. So, for us, it's about being smart with the puck, making sure we're 
making the right plays, trying to come up as a unit together and when we 
do have to get it in just trying to find quick exits to get it to the top and get 
it to the net and ... control the puck." 

Of all the additions Ottawa has made the one creating the most buzz is 
third-overall pick Tim Stützle, who was named the top forward at the 
World Juniors after leading Germany to its first ever quarterfinal 
appearance.  

"I'm very curious," said Marner, who was picked fourth overall in 2015. "I 
watched his World Juniors and he's a hell of a player. He's got a lot of 
skill in him. He works hard. I mean, what he did for that German team 
was pretty impressive. It should be fun to play against him tonight and 
see what he's got. He's very mobile. He's very good at making his own 
space and creating it and finding people so, for us, it’s about making sure 
we're staying tight to him, making it hard on him in the O-zone. He's a 
very good player and it should be fun seeing him first hand here." 

The Leafs swept all three games in the Battle of Ontario last season. 

Leafs eager for first clash with Stützle and new look Sens 

The Senators home opener goes tonight, it will be the first time in 310 
days since they've played a game and they'll also be debuting prized 
rookie Tim Stützle. Mitch Marner was impressed with the German's 
showing at the World Juniors and is looking forward to seeing him 
firsthand. 

--- 

Defenceman Justin Holl finished second on the Leafs in blocked shots 
last year.  

"He's not afraid to block anyone's shot," said Marner. "Last year, he ate a 
couple Webers, a couple Ovechkins, so he's willing to do the right things 
for our team."  
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There may not be fear, but there is pain.  

"It hurts pretty bad," Holl admitted with a smile and a grimace. "I ate one 
of [Shea] Weber's shots the other night right in the hamstring. It was 
actually nice. It was a nice meaty part of my body instead of being like 
my knee or something like that, so that's probably the ideal place to take 
it. But it still didn’t feel very good."  

Holl was credited with two blocked shots against Montreal.  

"As a defenceman, we're involved in the box outs around the net a lot, so 
a lot of the blocked shots are just pucks that you see coming at you and 
you try and get in the way of them," Holl said. "On the PK it's more 
calculated because you start to read where the play's going and if our 
forward gets beat to the top, and then our second forward is running at 
the guy in the middle, you know as the right defenceman it's your 
responsibility flex out on the one timer. So, at that point it's more 
anticipation than anything and trying and get out there and get your body 
in the lane as close to the shot as possible. There's definitely an art to it, 
but at times it just hits you and you're like, 'Well, that's great.'" 

--- 

Leafs lineup for Friday’s game in Ottawa:  

Forwards 

Thornton - Matthews -  Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Vesey 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Hyman  

Barabanov - Spezza - Simmonds  

Defence 

Rielly - Brodie (L) 

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Goalies 

Andersen starts  

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / Leafs get first taste of life on the road under COVID protocols 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Adhering to the NHL’s stringent COVID-19 protocols while 
on road trips this season means the Maple Leafs won’t be bonding over 
restaurant meals or other social outings, so Mitch Marner is 
spearheading another initiative to help his teammates stay close. 

"I was just talking in the room about maybe seeing if we can get a 
karaoke machine for our team," Marner told reporters on a Zoom call 
Friday, ahead of the Leafs’ first of two games in two nights against 
Ottawa. "That might be a little fun thing to do on the road if can't go out 
anymore – try and just get all the fellas together. We're going to try and 
talk and get some new things going." 

The idea came to Marner after he got a karaoke machine himself for 
Christmas, and the winger admitted to "singing a lot more now" and 
wanting to share the experience with other Leafs. 

Defenceman Justin Holl, for one, is completely on board. 

"I'm a huge proponent of that idea. I love it," he said. "Karaoke so much 
fun and if we can get a big room where everyone can be at least a little 
bit involved and feel close to each other that would be ideal." 

Although Toronto's players range in age from 19 to 41, Holl thought the 
overall musical tastes among their ranks might be more similar that you’d 
expect. 

"I saw [veteran Joe Thornton] singing Carpool Karaoke the other day on 
Instagram with someone," he laughed. "I don't know [when it’s from], but 
he was singing Britney Spears. So I think no matter what age, we’d 
[embrace] all genres." 

    Joe Thornton singing Britney Spears on Swiss TV might be the best 
thing I’ve discovered on the Internet. #SJSharks #LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/9mkFdRFZch 

    — SnipeCity420 (@SnipeCity420) January 8, 2021 

Holl said he’d personally be queuing up "The Man Who Shot Liberty 
Valance" by Gene Pitney ("It's right in my range, and there's some nice 
features that go along with the song, a little stage presence,") while 
Marner’s go-to on the mic is "Dancing on My Own" by Robyn. 

One person who decidedly would not be joining in on a team-wide 
singing contest though is head coach Sheldon Keefe, who Holl thought 
might do a killer rendition of George Thorogood's "Bad to the Bone." 

"I’m not a karaoke guy," Keefe said, adding he had "not a clue" what he 
would sing if forced. 

For everyone else though, that type of distanced social activity would 
provide a light-hearted distraction while players are mostly stuck inside 
their hotel rooms, especially during longer stays out west to face North 
Division rivals in Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver. 

The Leafs are continuing to take every precaution possible to prevent 
contracting or spreading COVID-19 amongst one another during this first 
short road trip, with most players even forgoing an opportunity to take a 
walk outside. 

"I think that you are allowed to go and get fresh air, but guys kind of 
packed it in [last night]," said Holl. "[Everything is] definitely more 
restrictive. We're wearing masks everywhere. We're in our own hotel 
rooms. We had assigned seating at the tables when we're eating dinner. 
We’re trying to do as much as we can and follow protocol as well as we 
can, so we don't have an issue in terms of an outbreak." 

"We're trying to do all the smart and right things to stay healthy," added 
Marner. "I think the risk is, if one of us do get [COVID], not trying to 
spread it, trying to be smart with that. So anything we're doing, we're 
trying to stay a distance from each other and wearing a mask." 

As part of that effort to minimize movement this season, the NHL has 
adopted a baseball-style schedule where teams frequently play each 
other on successive nights in the same city. Toronto will get its first taste 
of that on Friday and Saturday, facing an Ottawa team that has not 
played a game in 309 days. 

"We know what they're about," Marner said, pointing to Toronto’s 
familiarity with Senators head coach D.J. Smith, a former Leafs’ 
assistant. "It's a lot of hard work, a lot of skating. They added a lot of 
pieces this summer. I think they're hungry to come out here and play 
hard, and for us, we know that they're not going to make anything easy. 
They're going to try and take away a lot of stuff on the rush. They're 
going to try and dump and chase and get us off our game." 

Keefe said he won’t be making any lineup changes for the Leafs on 
Friday following Wednesday’s win over Montreal. It’s possible he’ll look at 
adjustments before Saturday’s tilt, including inserting backup goalie Jack 
Campbell, but Keefe said no one should assume that will always be the 
case on the second half of a back-to-back. 
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In fact, this might be the year where Keefe avoids assumptions all 
together. 

"We'll take it a day at a time with everything that we do," Keefe said. 
"We’ve got no real plans. It's one day at a time all throughout this 
season." 

Leafs projected lineup against Ottawa 

Thornton-Matthews-Marner 

Vesey-Tavares-Nylander 

Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Hyman 

Barabanov-Spezza-Simmonds 

Rielly-Brodie 

Muzzin-Holl 

Dermott-Bogosian 

Andersen starts 

Campbell 
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USA TODAY / Another Dallas Stars game postponed because of COVID-
19; NHL reshuffles schedule 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Dallas Stars' COVID-19 issues will force them to miss another game 
and cause a major reshuffling of the NHL schedule. 

The Stars' games on Jan. 14, 15 and 17 are already postponed, and now 
their Jan. 19 game is, too. The defending Western Conference 
champions hope to be able to make their season debut on Jan. 22 
against the Nashville Predators. 

The NHL had announced on Jan. 8 that six Stars players and two staff 
members had tested positive for the coronavirus. On Jan. 12, the league 
put that number at 17, though it said most were asymptomatic and all 
were recovering without incident. 

Because of the schedule changes, the end of the regular season is 
pushed back two days to May 10. 

DAY-BY-DAY SCHEDULE:NHL releases game times for 2021 season 

What can Jaguars expect from Urban Meyer? Takeaways from his 
introduction 

Which non-quarterback will make biggest impact in NFL divisional 
playoffs? 

James Harden: Nets' new Big 3 willing to sacrifice for wins 

Will MLB implement a universal DH, expanded playoffs for 2021 season? 

NFL divisional playoff picks: Does Brady or Brees reach NFC 
Championship game? 

The games that will be moved (original date in parentheses, all times 
p.m. ET): 

Dallas at Florida (Jan. 14) now Feb. 22 at 7. 

Dallas at Florida (Jan. 15) now May 3 at 7. 

Dallas at Tampa Bay (Jan. 17) now May 4 at 7. 

Dallas at Tampa Bay (Jan. 19) now May 10 at 7. 

Florida at Detroit (Feb. 21) now Feb. 20 at 5. 

Dallas at Florida (Feb. 23) now Feb. 24 at 5. 

Buffalo at Pittsburgh (March 27) now March 26 at 7. 

Boston at Washington (April 11) now April 10 at 7. 

Pittsburgh at Buffalo (April 20) now April 19 at 7. 

Florida at Tampa Bay (May 4) now March 16 at 7. 
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