
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2021 

 

Red Wings bounce back to beat Carolina Hurricanes 4-2  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes have lost their captain, Jordan 
Staal, to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. 

Now, the Canes have lost their first game. 

Robby Fabbri scored with 2:42 left in regulation for the go-
ahead goal as the Detroit Red Wings took a 4-2 victory at 
Little Caesars Arena. Fabbri scored from the top of the 
crease, beating Canes goalie Petr Mrazek just after Carolina 
had killed off a Brady Skjei slashing penalty on a call that the 
Canes questioned. 

Fabbri’s goal came about a minute after Wings goalie 
Jonathan Bernier made his biggest save of the night, robbing 
Sebastian Aho of a shorthanded goal with 3:45 left in the 
third. 

Dylan Larkin’s second goal of the game, an empty-netter, 
sealed the Wings’ first victory after the Canes won the 
season opener 3-0 on Thursday. 

“I didn’t like the start, I didn’t like the first two periods,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said on the postgame media call. 
“We played all right in the third. We had some compete. But 
to me the game was already determined because we gave 
away 40 minutes. You can’t do that in this league. 

“It wasn’t that we didn’t work hard. We didn’t play our game. 
We were all of a sudden trying to make finesse plays all over 
the ice. I didn’t know what I was watching for two periods. 
That was frustrating for me.” 

Andrei Svechnikov, who mirrored the team’s sluggish start 
Saturday, had a goal and assist in the third period for 
Carolina. Svechnikov first unloaded a shot on the power play 
in the first minute of the period, the puck hitting off Vincent 
Trocheck’s leg and past goalie Jonathan Bernier for a 1-1 tie 
— Svechnikov’s assist his 100th career NHL point. 

Larkin gave the Wings a 2-1 lead just 18 seconds later when 
his centering pass from behind the Canes net glanced off 
Trocheck’s stick, off Skjei’s skate and past Mrazek. 

But Svechnikov, who had an empty-net goal Thursday in the 
season opener, beat Bernier with a shot from the slot for a 2-
2 tie at 8:56 of the third, Svechnikov lunging as he shot. But 
the Wings answered again. 

“They worked hard for 60 minutes and we didn’t,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s the NHL. You’ve got to be ready every 
night. You’ve got to respect every shift.” 

Ryan gives Wings 1-0 lead in second 

Bobby Ryan, playing his first game with the Red Wings, 
pushed Detroit to a 1-0 lead at 2:44 of the second period. 

On a rush into the Canes zone, Detroit’s Filip Zadina chased 
down the puck below the goal line and then found Ryan open 

in the left circle for the one-timer. It was the 255th career 
goal for Ryan, who signed a one-year contract in October 
with the Red Wings as a free agent after seven seasons with 
the Ottawa Senators.  

The Canes were beaten down the ice often in the second as 
the Wings used their speed to get the puck deep. The Canes 
had nine shots but few good scoring chances in the period 
against Bernier. 

Canes defenseman Brett Pesce drew a cross-checking 
penalty against Danny DeKeyser in final minute of the period 
and the Canes went into the third with 1:29 of power-play 
time remaining. 

First period ends scoreless 

The first period at Little Caesars Arena would have created 
little fan buzz, if there were fans in the building. It ended 
scoreless as neither team established anything close to their 
game and spent most of the period chasing the puck. 

The Wings had the best scoring chance of the opening 
period — on a Canes power play. Vladislav Namestnikov 
had a breakaway after an Aho turnover, but Mrazek made a 
patient glove save.  

The Canes had back-to-back power plays but the puck 
movement was too slow and predictable for some aggressive 
penalty killers of the Wings, who held Carolina to one power-
play shot. Detroit also had a power play in the period as Nino 
Niederreiter went to the penalty box, but the Canes killed if 
off. 

Trocheck’s line was the busiest and best for the Canes in the 
period. Martin Necas had some good looks and would have 
scored on a wraparound against Bernier had he not had the 
puck slide off his stick on the choppy ice. 

Staal remains on NHL COVID list 

The Hurricanes realized a regular season played during the 
pandemic would have unavoidable COVID-19 disruptions. 

For the Canes, the first came after the first game.  

The Hurricanes opened the 2020-21 season Thursday, 
shutting out the Red Wings 3-0, then lost Staal to the NHL 
COVID-19 protocol on Friday. The Canes went into 
Saturday’s second game with the Red Wings missing their 
best defensive center and faceoff man as well as a team 
leader. 

“He’s a big part of our team and it’s always tough if we miss 
him,” forward Teuvo Teravainen said on a Saturday media 
call. “He’s a big guy on the ice, all over the place, PK, 
winning faceoffs. Someone else has to step up pretty big.” 

The Canes called up center Morgan Geekie from the taxi 
squad as a replacement. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had 
center Vincent Trocheck with wingers Andrei Svechnikov and 
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Martin Necas at the morning skate, and Jordan Martinook 
centered Warren Foegele and Jesper Fast. Geekie centered 
Brock McGinn and Ryan Dzingel. 

Brind’Amour said Saturday he did not know how long Staal 
would be out. 

Milestone for Teravainen 

Teravainen earned his 200th career assist in the opener 
Thursday after a late scoring change made after the game, 
but the Finnish forward took the personal milestone in stride. 

“It’s pretty cool, of course,” he said Saturday. “I got a lot of 
help from linemates and teammates to put those goals in, so 
it’s good.”  

Mrazek starts second game 

After picking up his 22nd career shutout and his eighth with 
the Canes, Mrazek was the starter again Saturday. 

Mrazek’s 14-save shutout Thursday was just the third in 
franchise history in a season opener and the first since the 
1996-97 season. Sean Burke had the other two shutouts — 
in October 1995 and then October 1996.  

Geekie has a new number 

You might have to double-check the roster when No. 67 
takes the ice Saturday. That’s Geekie. He has a new number 
this season. 

Asked Saturday about the change, Geekie said it’s a “boring 
story” but said, “I honestly thought it looked cooler.” 

Geekie was the 67th overall pick of the 2017 NHL Draft when 
he was taken by the Hurricanes. 

 
Observations from the Hurricanes’ 4-2 loss to the Red Wings  

By Chip Alexander  

The Canes have played without Jordan Staal before and won 
without Jordan Staal before, but they needed him Saturday. 

The Canes could have used Staal’s physical presence in the 
defensive zone and in front of the net against the Detroit Red 
Wings. They needed the big center on faceoffs -- the Canes 
were 29-33 on draws after a 34-23 edge in the opener. They 
needed No. 11, their captain, in what became a 4-2 loss. 

But now there’s the big uncertainty. Only the Canes and the 
NHL know the reason for Staal being placed on the league’s 
COVID-19 protocol list. Only the Canes know how many 
days they might be without him.  

“That’s what it looks like when he’s out of our lineup and 
we’ve got to figure it out,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said on the post-game media call. “It’s a huge loss and we 
need guys to step up when someone like that is out and we 
have in the past.” 

Big third for Svech 

Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov is the kind of player who 
can all but sleep-walk through two periods and then awaken 
and nearly win a game himself.  

Svechnikov was a non-factor the first two periods Saturday 
and Brind’Amour moved him around on the lines. Then, in 
the third, the power forward had a goal and assist and was 
the most forceful player on the ice. 

“We were trying to find some kind of traction and he took it 
on himself to get it going,” Brind’Amour said. “He knew he 
wasn’t playing great and he led the way in the third.” 

Svechnikov, to his credit, said he was disappointed in 
himself. He wasn’t ready, he said, from the drop of the puck. 

“It’s all about the mindset, right?” Svechnikov said. “I’ve got 
to play better from the start of the game. We’ve got to ready 
from the first minute. We had a meeting after the game and 
Roddy said it’s all about compete and he’s right.” 

Don’t blame Mrazek 

Petr Mrazek played winning hockey in both of the first two 
games. That he won just once is more on the guys in front of 
him than on the goalie. 

“I don’t think we gave up that many breakaways all (of last) 
year,” Brind’Amour said after the loss. “We gave ‘em up in 
one game -- power play, everything, I didn’t know what I was 
watching at times.” 

Mrazek made a nice glove save on a Vladislav Namestnikov 
shorthanded breakaway in the first period. He also fought his 
way through a late penalty kill in the third with the score tied 
2-2, although Robby Fabbri scored off a Filip Zadina pass 
with a quick shot in tight seconds after the power play ended. 

Too much down time? 

The Canes called off a Friday practice in Detroit and 
Brind’Amour generally conceded Saturday that might have 
been a mistake, saying his players “sat around” too much. 

“We needed to do something,” he said. “Sitting in a hotel and 
not getting around, I don’t want to say that’s why we started 
slow but I feel like I need to do a better job of figuring that 
out.” 

The Canes will not practice Sunday in Nashville, which is 
understandable. The Canes face the Predators in a back-to-
back set starting Monday -- a lot of hockey early in the 
season. But it also means more sitting-around time in the 
hotel. 

Coming up short 

Hockey games, like most games, often are decided by a few 
plays. Or as Brind’Amour likes to say, inches. 

With less than four minutes left in regulation, the score was 
tied 2-2 and the Wings on the power play. When the Wings 
turned the puck over on a zone entry, the Canes’ Sebastian 
Aho soon had it shorthanded and drove to the net. Goalie 
Jonathan Bernier made the stop although he was unsure at 
first if the puck had trickled through him. So was Aho. 
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A shorty by Aho, who had four shorthanded goals last 
season, might have been a back-breaker and game-decider. 
Instead, a minute later, Robby Fabbri scored for the Wings 
just after the power play ended for a 3-2 lead. 

But there was another, more basic reason for the loss. As 
Canes center Vincent Trocheck succinctly put it. “They 
outworked us and wanted it more. The end result showed 
that.” 

 

 

Hurricanes drop rematch in Detroit 

The Red Wings scored the go-ahead goal with under two 
minutes left in a 4-2 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

Robbi Fabbri’s goal with under two minutes remaining in the 
game just after a Detroit power play expired gave the Red 
Wings the go-ahead goal in a 4-2 win Saturday over the 
Carolina Hurricanes at Little Caesar’s Arena. Both teams are 
1-1-0 with two points after opening their seasons with 
consecutive games against each other. 

Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and an assist, and Vincent 
Trocheck scored on the power play for Carolina. Petr Mrazek 
made 17 saves — several were on breakaways caused by 
breakdowns by the Hurricanes in front of him. 

Three thoughts 

1. The prevailing theme after the game was that the 
Hurricanes didn’t show up for the first 40 minutes — and it 
showed on the scoreboard with a 1-0 deficit. 

“Tonight we just didn’t bring that compete level,” Trocheck 
said. “They outworked us and they wanted it more, and that’s 
what the end result showed.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said it wasn’t that his 
team wasn’t competing but that he “didn’t know what (he) 
was watching for two periods.” 

2. The Hurricanes clearly missed captain Jordan Staal, who 
was placed in the league’s COVID-19 protocol Friday. 

“That’s what it looks like when you when he’s out of our 
lineup, and we got to figure it out,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a 
huge loss and we need guys to step up when someone like 
that is out and we, and we have in the past. He’s a very, very 
valuable player for us.” 

Carolina struggled in the faceoff circle (a 33-29 Detroit 
advantage that was much more lopsided the first two 
periods) two nights after dominating (34-20 Carolina 
advantage). And while Staal won’t be confused with Justin 
Williams when it comes to leadership ability, the Hurricanes 
are still a young team and likely missed the big center’s 
steadying presence on the ice and on the bench. 

3. There probably weren’t many new fans of hockey made 
watching the first two periods of this one. The ice was 
choppy (at best), and the Red Wings seemed content playing 
a sloppy game that limited speed and chances. Once Bobby 

Ryan scored early in the second period, Detroit seemed 
content to play a lot of dump-and-chase hockey and clutter 
the middle of the ice to make things as tough on Carolina as 
possible. Thankfully, the third period included more chances 
and goals. 

Number To Know 

5 — Shots on goal for Trocheck in each of Carolina’s first 
two games, just the second time he’s had that at least that 
many consecutive games since the start of the 2018-19 
season. On Dec. 23, 2019, he had six shots and an assist 
with Florida in a loss at Tampa Bay, then he had five shots 
and an assist on Dec. 28 in a home win over Detroit. 

Trocheck’s goal Saturday was his second since joining the 
Hurricanes last season, both on the power play, and third 
regular season point in nine games with Carolina. He had 
two assists in eight games in the bubble last season. 

They Said It 

“He’s our captain. We miss him a lot and, hopefully, he’s 
going to get better soon and we’re going to see him again.” 

— Andrei Svechnikov on the absence of Jordan Staal 

Plus 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — Svechnikov took a 
hit in the second period, and from that point forward he was 
the best player on the ice. His shot on the power play 
probably goes in even if it doesn’t glance off of Trocheck, 
and he tied the game a second time with a quick spinning 
shot in between the circles in the third. 

He finished with a goal and an assist along with a team-high 
five hits in the loss. 

“He took it on himself to get going,” Brind’Amour said of 
Svechnikov. “He knew he wasn’t playing great, and then he 
led the way in a third.” 

Svechnikov agreed that he and the Hurricanes were flat for 
the opening two periods. 

“Immediately after the game, Rod said, ‘It’s all about 
compete,’” Svechnikov said. “I think he’s right. We were a 
little bit off today, and those things matter. We gotta just 
outwork those guys and compete more.” 
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Minus 

Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes center — Simply put, the 
Hurricanes need more from Aho. With Staal out, Aho’s 
defensive responsibilities and faceoff usage both increase. 
While there weren’t defensive breakdowns from Aho and his 
line, he struggled at the faceoff dot (7 of 19) — he lost one in 
the offensive zone that eventually led to Dylan Larkin’s 

game-sealing empty-netter — and was mostly invisible at 
even strength and on the power play. 

He did have a shorthanded chance late in the third period 
when the game was tied, but Detroit goalie Jonathan Bernier 
(29 saves) prevented the go-ahead goal, and the Red Wings 
scored the winner shortly after the power play expired.

 
 

 

 
Recap: Canes Edged by Red Wings 

Svechnikov records two points, including 100th of his career 

By Michael Smith 

DETROIT - The Carolina Hurricanes had a competitive third 
period, but by that point, they were working from behind. 

The Canes scored two game-tying goals in the third period, 
but it was Robby Fabbri who found the difference-maker for 
the Detroit Red Wings with 2:42 left in regulation in a 4-2 
final. 

The Difference 

Give the Red Wings credit: They put forth a consistent 
compete level for 60 minutes. The Canes, on the other hand, 
were slow to get going, especially in the first two periods, 
and that was their downfall, even though they were able to 
mount a pair of comebacks in the final 20 minutes. 

"It wasn't that we didn't work hard. We didn't play our game," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I didn't know what I was 
watching for two periods. That's what really frustrated me." 

What was the reason for the slow start? It begins with 
preparation, and the Canes, for whatever reason, weren't 
ready to meet the challenge from the drop of the puck. 

"Preparation is all mental. It's on each and every one of us 
individually to prepare for each game. It's the NHL. It's pro 
hockey. You've got to be ready to come every night. We 
weren't tonight," Vincent Trocheck said. "We just didn't bring 
it." 

With the game tied at two late in regulation, the Canes 
survived a flurry of chances on a Red Wings power play. 
Then, it was Fabbri who snuck a shot through for the game-
winner with 2:42 remaining. Dylan Larkin added an empty-
netter to seal it, a split in the season-opening series between 
the two teams. 

"If we compete on a night-to-night basis like we did in game 
one, we have a chance every night," Trocheck said. "Tonight 
we just didn't bring that compete level. They outworked us 
and wanted it more. The end result showed that." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Andrei Svechnikov  

Svechnikov led the way offensively for the Canes in the third 
period with a goal and an assist, en route to tallying his 100th 
career NHL point. He helped the power play get on the board 
just 28 seconds into the third period with a shot from the left 
circle that glanced in off the right thigh of Trocheck. 

A little more that eight minutes later, he tied the game with a 
highlight-reel cap on a stellar individual sequence. He first 
forced Marc Staal to turn the puck over behind his own net, 
the puck then popping off Jordan Martinook and out into the 
slot where Svechnikov corralled it and fired home a quick 
shot as he fell to the ice. 

"He led the way in the third," Brind'Amour said. 

Minus: The First Two Periods 

For as better as the third period was, the Canes weren't in 
sync for the first two periods. Passes were in skates. The 
team couldn't organize much of anything in the offensive 
zone. Two early power plays went by the wayside, and 
Detroit had the better of the scoring chances on the first one. 

"If everybody's just a little off, it can look like that," 
Brind'Amour said. "[The Red Wings] were going from start to 
finish. You can't give teams that much room. You've got to 
respect every shift, and I don't think we did that tonight." 

Being without their captain Jordan Staal, who was placed on 
the COVID-19 Protocol list on Friday, didn't do the Canes 
any favors, either. They struggled in the faceoff circle early 
and missed his space-eating, puck-possession game. 

"That's what it looks like when he's out of our lineup, and 
we've got to figure it out," Brind'Amour said. "It's a huge loss, 
and we need guys to step up when someone like that is out." 

Stats Pack 

101: Svechnikov's primary assist on Trocheck's power-play 
goal was the Russian forward's 100th of his career. His goal 
later in the period put him over the century mark. The second 
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overall pick from the 2018 NHL Draft leads his class in goals 
(46) and points (101) and ranks second in assists (55). 

300: Another milestone was crossed off the list on 
Trocheck's tally, as Dougie Hamilton tallied his 300th career 
NHL point with the secondary assist. 

5: Trocheck had a game-high five shots on goal, in addition 
to two attempts that were blocked and one that missed the 
net. 

Quote of the Night 

"It's all about mindset. It was a tough start for us. We came 
out and weren't ready at all." - Andrei Svechnikov 

Up Next 

It's off to Nashville now for the Canes, who will face the 
Predators on back-to-back nights beginning Monday.

 

 

Fabbri's late goal lifts Red Wings past Hurricanes 

Scores with 2:42 remaining after Svechnikov ties it for 
Carolina; Bernier makes 29 saves 

By Dave Hogg  

DETROIT -- Robby Fabbri scored with 2:42 remaining in the 
third period to lift the Detroit Red Wings to a 4-2 win against 
the Carolina Hurricanes at Little Caesars Arena on Saturday. 

Fabbri scored from the top of the crease off a pass from Filip 
Zadina five seconds after a power play ended to give Detroit 
a 3-2 lead, and Dylan Larkin scored his second of the game 
into an empty net at 18:04 for the 4-2 final. 

"That's a great feeling," said Zadina, who had two assists. 
"We didn't score against them in the first game (3-0 loss on 
Thursday), so setting up that goal to give us the lead with 
something like 2 1/2 minutes left is huge." 

Bobby Ryan scored in his debut for the Red Wings, and 
Jonathan Bernier made 29 saves. 

"You could see [Ryan] was fired up to put on the jersey 
tonight, and that's exactly what we need," Larkin said. "He 
wanted to be here and he is going to help make us a better 
team. He's already doing that." 

Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and an assist, and Petr 
Mrazek made 17 saves for Carolina. 

"We gave away the first 40 minutes of the game," Hurricanes 
coach Rob Brind'Amour said. "I thought yesterday hurt us, 
just sitting around in the hotel. I think that's a big reason we 
started the game slow, and I've got to do a better job of 
figuring that out." 

The Hurricanes nearly took the lead at 6:47 of the first 
period, but Red Wings defenseman Filip Hronek slid across 
the goal line to block Svechnikov's shot with Bernier out of 
position. 

Ryan made it 1-0 at 3:44 of the second period, scoring on a 
one-timer from the left circle after Zadina intercepted a drop 
pass by Hurricanes defenseman Jake Gardiner. 

"When I'm out there with Bobby, I'm trying to get him the 
puck," Zadina said. "He's been in this league for a long time 
and he scores goals. It's a blast being able to play with 
someone like him." 

Vincent Trocheck scored 28 seconds into the third period to 
tie it 1-1 when he deflected Svechnikov's initial shot on the 
power play, but Larkin put the Red Wings ahead 2-1 18 
seconds later when his backhand pass to the front of the net 
deflected in off Trocheck's stick and the stick of Carolina 
defenseman Brady Skjei. 

"The puck has been bouncing like crazy during these first 
two games, so I was just trying to throw it in front of the net 
and try to hit [Anthony Mantha], but it went in off their guys," 
Larkin said. 

Svechnikov tied it 2-2 at 8:56 the third. He knocked the puck 
away from Red Wings defenseman Marc Staal and beat 
Bernier from the slot after receiving a pass from Jordan 
Martinook. 

"It was a tough start for us," Svechnikov said. "We've got to 
prepare better and have a better warmup." 

Trocheck said, "They did their homework after the first game 
and switched things up. If we compete like we did in Game 1, 
we have a chance, but they wanted it more than we did 
tonight." 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal did not play after being 
placed on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

"That's what it looks like when he's out of the lineup," 
Brind'Amour said. "It's a huge loss." 

NOTES: Svechnikov's assist on Trocheck's goal was his 
100th NHL point. Dougie Hamilton had the secondary assist 
for his 300th NHL point. … Zadina's two assists were his first 
NHL points since Jan. 22, 2020. He missed the final 18 
games of last season with a lower-body injury.
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Fabbri’s late goal lifts Red Wings over Hurricanes 4-2 

By Larry Lage 

DETROIT (AP) — Robby Fabbri scored the tiebreaking goal 
with 2:42 left in the third period, Dylan Larkin got his second 
goal into an empty net and the Detroit Red Wings beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 4-2 on Saturday night.  

“They’ve got a deep D core over there, but they looked tired 
out by the end,” Larkin said. “We really ground them down.” 

Fabbri fluttered the puck past Petr Mrazek from the front of 
the crease off a pass from Filip Zadina behind the net. 
Zadina also set up Bobby Ryan to score in his Red Wings 
debut, breaking a scoreless tie early in the second period, 
after the veteran forward missed the opener with an injury. 

“We’ve been skating with (Ryan) for months, so we know 
what we can do,” Larkin said. “It was huge for the whole 
hockey team for him to get that one. 

“He wanted to come here and you could see how fired up he 
was to put on the jersey.” 

Larkin scored a tiebreaking goal early in the third just 18 
seconds after Carolina went ahead. Detroit’s Jonathan 
Bernier finished with 29 saves in his season debut. 

“I thought we were deeper as a team,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “We had four lines and six D going. Bobby really helps 
us with depth scoring.” 

Vincent Trocheck pulled the Hurricanes into a tie on a power 
play early in the third and Andrei Svechnikov made it 2-all 
midway through the final period. Carolina could not tie the 
game a third time to extend its chances to win. 

“If we compete like we did in Game 1, we have a chance 
every night,” Trocheck said. “Tonight, they wanted it more.” 

Mrazek had 17 saves after needing to stop just 14 shots to 
shut out the team that drafted him in the season-opening 
game for both teams Thursday night. 

“You don’t want to make excuses, but (Friday) hurt us,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We sat around. Sitting in the 
hotel and not getting around, that’s part of why we started 
slow. I’ve got to do a better job of figuring that out.” 

PANDEMIC PLAY 

Carolina was without center Jordan Staal, who played in the 
opener, due to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols. 

“That’s what it looks like when he’s out of our lineup,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s a huge loss. He’s very, very valuable 
for us.” 

The Hurricanes recalled center Morgan Geekie from the taxi 
squad and he had three shots against Detroit in his third NHL 
game. 

FEEL-GOOD STORY 

Ryan signed a one-year deal with the Red Wings, shooting 
to revive his career. He missed more than two months of last 
season after entering the NHL/NHLPA players assistance 
program in November, 2019. Upon his return in February, he 
shared his story publicly in hopes of inspiring others facing 
similar challenges. 

“Any of those guys who go through tough times and bounce 
back, you’re always rooting for them,” Brind’Amour said. 

GOT YOUR BACK 

Detroit defenseman Filip Hronek stood in net and stopped a 
shot in the first period after Bernier was out of position after 
making a save. The Red Wings blocked seven shots and 
Bernier had eight saves in the opening period, keeping the 
game scoreless even though Carolina controlled the puck 
and the play. 

RESTED AND READY 

The Hurricanes started Mrazek for a second straight game 
and likely will want to work James Reimer in soon to help 
him get sharp early in the delayed season. 

Reimer helped Carolina close out a three-game sweep of the 
New York Rangers in a qualifier series last year after Mrazek 
allowed three goals in two previous games. 

WHAT’S NEXT 

The Red Wings will stay at home and face the Columbus 
Blue Jackets on Monday afternoon and Tuesday night. The 
Hurricanes will remain on the road and will also play on 
consecutive days, playing at Nashville on Monday night and 
Tuesday night. 
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They said it: Teravainen, Geekie and Brind’Amour on Jordan Staal’s absence, second game 
of season 

The Hurricanes will face off with the Red Wings for the 
second time in three days without their captain, and the 
team’s head coach and two players spoke to the media via 
Zoom following the morning skate. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

When the Hurricanes face off with the Red Wings for the 
second time in three days Saturday night, they’ll have a big 
absence in the lineup, as Jordan Staal is unavailable due to 
his placement on the NHL’s COVID protocol list. That will, 
however, mean an opportunity for Morgan Geekie, recalled 
from the Hurricanes’ taxi squad today. 

Geekie, Teuvo Teravainen and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to 
the media following Thursday’s morning skate, here’s a full 
breakdown of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the absence of Jordan Staal: He’s our leader on and off 
the ice. You rely on him for so much. So he’s a big part of 
what we’re doing. But that’s part of what goes on in all 
sports. We’ve got to step up. Other guys have got to fill that 
role, but we’re definitely going to miss him. 

On Morgan Geekie: Geekie will be in the lineup for Jordo. I 
don’t know that I’ll have him in that spot on the line, but he’s 
definitely the guy coming in. 

On how the team will be without Staal and what Geekie 
learned from the playoffs last year: There’s nothing I can talk 
about with Jordo, I have no idea how long that’s going to be. 
But as far as Geekie, the good news is we know what we 
have there. He has some comfort with our group and the 
system. We don’t expect him to be putting up points like he 
did when he first showed up those first couple games, but 
he’s comfortable with us. But it’s his first game in a long time 
too, so I’m not putting too many expectations on him. But it’s 
not a new player, so that’s good. 

Morgan Geekie 

On the taxi squad and his number change: The taxi squad, 
it’s a little different. Obviously no one’s done it before. But 
yeah, we’ve got a good group of guys in there that are just 

taking it day by day. Every day is different, as everybody 
knows. It’s been fun getting to practice and everything but 
I’m excited to get going tonight. As far for the number, I 
honestly just thought it looked cooler. It’s a pretty boring 
story, honestly. 

On getting playoff experience: It was really good. Obviously 
any time you can play playoff hockey it’s a different 
atmosphere. So it was good to get in there and get into the 
action. But I’m just going to take what I learned there. The 
game’s fast. Everybody knows that. But I’m just going to go 
out there and try and continue to play well and hopefully 
good things will come.  

On his transitions to new teams: I think every time I try and 
make that jump, I’m just trying to simplify my game. I come 
into each league not trying to change too much. I’ve had 
success being the player that I am and sticking to my game. 
So it’s gotten me this far and I’m just trying to continue and 
play well. 

Teuvo Teravainen 

On getting to 200 career assists: They didn’t really see that 
at the start, but it’s good they made it right after. I just saw 
that after the game. It’s pretty cool, of course. I got a lot of 
help from my linemates and teammates to put those goals in 
so that’s good. 

On Jordan Staal: He’s a big part of our team. It’s always 
tough if we miss him. He’s a big guy on the ice and all over 
the place, on the PK, winning faceoffs. So someone else has 
got to step up pretty big after that. 

On Nino Niederreiter: He’s just a big body. He can move 
around. He’s pretty smart and he can score, so it’s big if he 
finds his confidence again. He looks pretty good right now, 
and he’s had a great camp. That goal for sure helps his 
confidence I think, so hopefully we can help him get better, 
because I think he can be a lot better. 

On the atmosphere without fans: There’s no fans in the 
building, so there’s nothing much going on. So we’ve got to 
create our own game and our feeling. So it’s different but it’s 
the same for both teams. So we’ve just got to battle through I 
guess. 
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Canes split opening series; lose to Wings 4-2 

A poor start and sloppy finish shut down any chance the 
Canes managed to muster. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes split the opening series with the 
Detroit Red Wings as they fell 4-2 Saturday night.  

The Carolina Hurricanes were without captain Jordan Staal 
due to him being on the NHL’s COVID-19 Protocol list and 
his absence was felt.  

The reason for his appearance on this list can be due to 
showing symptoms, an unconfirmed test, contact tracing or 
even a positive case, but as it sits now, we don’t know why 
Staal was added to the list. 

In his place, Morgan Geekie was called up from the taxi 
squad to center the fourth line sliding Vincent Trocheck and 
Jordan Martinook up a spot. 

The absence of Staal was still sorely felt as the team 
struggled in the faceoff circle and along the boards, both of 
the areas where the Canes’ captain excels.  

The first period didn’t bode well for the Hurricanes who had a 
similarly slow start in their last game. Their two power plays 
resulted in more high danger chances the other way, but Petr 
Mrazek stood strong to keep his team in the game. 

But he could only do so much, as early into the second 
period, Detroit found the back of the net to break the ice. A 
turnover behind the Hurricanes’ net coupled with poor 
positioning led to a quick pass up to the slot where an 
unmarked Bobby Ryan, in his first game with the Wings, 
wristed it home. 

A late power play for the Hurricanes, wouldn’t find success in 
the second period, but the carry over into the third was more 
than enough as Trocheck would deflect the puck in as his 
body was in the right place to send home an Andrei 
Svechnikov shot to pull the game even.  

However, jubilation was short lived as almost immediately, 
Dylan Larkin put a puck towards the net that hit Trocheck’s 
stick, went off of Brady Skjei’s skate and wound up in the net 
past Mrazek. 

After giving up this goal though, the Hurricanes seemed to 
wake up and play as a completely different team than had 
started. Players started to pick up the forecheck and 
physicality and started to move back towards the game that 
they are known for. 

And as if on cue, it was Svechnikov who tied the game back 
up. Skating through the slot, he collected a pass, turned 
quickly and while falling, sniped the puck home. 

But the Canes’ sloppiness would haunt them again for the 
final time. With less than five minutes to play, Skjei was 
penalized for a slash and although Carolina managed to kill it 
off, the killer’s never managed to get off the ice and Detroit 
capitalized on tired bodies as Robby Fabbri chipped it in. 

Larkin would add a second goal into an empty net to cap off 
the 4-2 win.  

Carolina will continue its road trip opener in Nashville as it 
begins it’s two game series with the Predators on Monday, 
Jan. 18.  

 
They said it: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Svechnikov on a disappointing loss 

The Canes’ head coach and two goal scorers spoke to the 
media via Zoom on their thoughts following the loss. 

By Ryan Henkel and Brett Finger 

The Carolina Hurricanes ended up splitting the opening 
series with the Detroit Red Wings as they lost 4-2 Saturday 
night. Missing captain Jordan Staal and coming out with a 
slow start all but sealed the fate for Carolina. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov 
spoke to the media via Zoom following the loss. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his impressions of the game: It wasn’t good, obviously. I 
didn’t like the start. I didn’t like the first two periods. We 
played alright in the third period - we got some compete, but 
for me, the game was already determined because we gave 
away 40 minutes. You can’t do that in this league. Give the 
other team credit, because they worked hard for 60 minutes 
and we didn’t. 

On why the team started so slow: I’m not sure. You don’t 
want to make excuses, but I think yesterday hurt us. We just 
kinda sat around and we needed to do something a little 
more. Sitting in the hotel and not getting around - I don’t want 

to say that’s part of why we started slow, but I feel like we 
have to do a better job of figuring that out. I think you lose 
one against one team, you are a little hungrier for the next 
one but it’s the NHL. You have to be ready every night. It’s 
not that we didn’t work hard, we were just all of a sudden 
trying to make finesse plays all over the ice. I didn’t know 
what I was watching for two periods. That was really 
frustrating for me. 

On how Petr Mrazek kept them in the game: I don’t think we 
gave up that many breakaways all year that we gave up in 
this one game. The power play, everything. Like I said, I just 
didn’t know what I was watching out there at times. That’s 
what happens in this league. If everyone’s just a little off, it 
can look like that. The other team was going good, you have 
to give them all credit. They were going from start to finish. 
We can’t give teams that much room. We have to respect 
every shift and I don’t think we did that tonight. 

On the controversial slashing call on Brady Skjei: It’s funny, I 
couldn’t see it from where I was standing. And then the 
camera on our bench wasn’t working so I never even got to 
look at it, but everyone was saying it was a bad call. I don’t 
know. I didn’t get to see it, but I just heard that it was (a bad 
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call). I haven’t seen it yet, but it’s probably a good thing that I 
didn’t, then. 

On how the absence of Jordan Staal hurt the team: That’s 
what it looks like when he’s out of our lineup and we gotta 
figure it out. It’s a huge loss and we need guys to step up 
when someone like that is out. We have in the past. He’s a 
very very valuable player for us. 

On Andrei Svehcnikov’s slow start and big third period: We 
were just trying to find some traction and he took it on 
himself to get it going. He knew he wasn’t playing great, and 
then he led the way in the third. Him and our young guys - 
Necas had a good third period, Aho was good too. It’s no 
different than any team in the league. You have to have 
everyone going or you’re gonna have it tough. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On the slow start: It’s all about mindset and it was a tough 
start for us. We came out here not ready at all. Especially 
me. I wasn’t ready since the first minutes. I have to be ready 
to play. I have to play better at the start of the game. We 
were feeling it in the third period, but we have to be ready 
from the first minute. 

On a reason for being unprepared: It’s probably beginning of 
the season things, being the second game, but we have to 
be better. We have to prepare better, have a good warmup 
and we are going to do that next game for sure. 

On the team that loses the first game having more jump for 
the second: We had a meeting after the first game and 
Roddy said it’s all about competing. He’s right. It was a little 
bit tough today and those things matter. We have to outwork 
those guys and compete more. 

On being without Jordan Staal: He’s our captain. We miss 
him a lot. Hopefully he’ll get better soon and we’ll see him 
again. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On the slow start: The ice was bad for both teams, so you 
can’t make that an excuse. Preparation is all mental. It’s on 
each and every one of us individually to prepare for each 
game. It’s the NHL, it’s pro-hockey. You have to be ready to 
come every night and we weren’t tonight. I don’t think there 
was any particular reason we didn’t bring it. 

On struggling in the faceoff circle early: They switched it up a 
little bit tonight. They did their homework. We were going 
against different guys then we were last night, different 
matchups. Faceoffs are an art. It’s just a matter of learning 
who you’re going against and it took a little bit tonight. 

On takeaways from the game: It’s just a competitive thing. If 
we compete on a night to night basis like we did in game one 
we have a chance every night and tonight we just didn’t bring 
that compete level. They outworked us and wanted it more. 
The end result showed that. 

On the Red Wings being a better team than people think: 
They definitely have a lot of speed. They played fast and 
wired hard. It’s the NHL, every team is a good team, it’s just 
a matter of any given night, who wants it more and tonight 
they did. 

On getting on the scoresheet early into the season: It was 
nice for our power play to get on the board. I think we were 
working well in the first game. It’s just a matter of getting to 
the net. For me personally, it doesn’t mean a lot to me when 
we lose, but it’s nice for our power play to have a little bit of 
confidence. 
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Wolves add Bokk 

The Chicago Wolves announced Saturday that forward 
Dominik Bokk has been assigned to the team for the 
upcoming 2020-21 season by the National Hockey League’s 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 20-year-old Bokk was selected by the St. Louis Blues 
with the 25th pick in the first round of the 2018 NHL Entry 
Draft, then traded to Carolina on Sept. 24, 2019, as part of a 
deal that sent defenseman Justin Faulk to the Blues. 

The Schweinfurt, Germany, native played in last month’s 
2020 IIHF World Junior Championship and led Germany with 
eight points (6G, 2A) in seven games. His six goals ranked 
second among all skaters. 

The 6-foot-2, 181-pound forward is expected to make his 
North American debut with the Wolves. He has played in the 
Swedish Hockey League (SHL) since 2017-18, which 

includes two goals and one assist in 20 games this season 
for Djurgardens IF. 

Bokk becomes the fourth first-round pick under 21 years of 
age to be assigned to the Wolves this  week — joining 
Carolina prospects Seth Jarvis (13th overall in the 2020 
draft) and Ryan Suzuki (28th in the 2019 draft) and Nashville 
prospect Philip Tomasino (24th in the 2019 draft). Tomasino 
and Suzuki earned silver medals while representing Canada 
in the 2020 WJC. 

The Wolves will play their 2020-21 home games at the 
Chicago Wolves training facility at Triphahn Ice Arena in 
Hoffman Estates. While fans will not be allowed in 
attendance in accordance with Illinois Department of Public 
Health safety protocols, fans can be in the building as part of 
the Chicago Wolves Fan Gallery. To purchase your cutout 
that will be autographed and sent to you at season’s end, 
click here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

 
 
Just one game in, Canes captain Jordan Staal placed on COVID-19 protocol list 

By Bridget Condon 

The Carolina Hurricanes will be without its captain after 
placing Jordan Staal on the COVID-19 protocol list on Friday. 

Saturday, Rod Brind'Amour said he wasn't sure how long 
Staal would be out and he didn't confirm whether he had 
tested positive for COVID-19 or if he was quarantining 
because of contact tracing. 

The team announced forward Morgan Geekie has been 
recalled from the taxi squad on an emergency basis in place 
of Staal's absence. Geekie skated in all eight of Carolina's 
postseason games in 2020 - recording one assist but 

Brind'Amour says Staal will definitely be missed. 
"He's our leader on and off the ice," Brind'Amour said. "We 
rely on him for so much. He's a big part of what we're doing 
but I know that's part of what goes on in all sports. We've got 
to step up. Other guys have to fill that role." 

"The taxi squad is a little different obviously no one has done 
it before," said Geekie. "We've got a good group of guys in 
there that are just taking it day by day. Every day is different 
as everybody knows. I'm just going to go out tonight and try 
and continue to play well and hopefully, good things will 
come." 
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248558745.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article248566530.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/01/hurricanes-drop-rematch-in-detroit/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-edged-by-red-wings/c-320373992 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings-game-recap/c-320127048 
https://apnews.com/article/filip-zadina-robby-fabbri-jonathan-bernier-carolina-hurricanes-dylan-larkin-6a4e08614f42e8e6281029eb1347d889 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/16/22234737/carolina-hurricanes-morgan-geekie-teuvo-teravainen-rod-brindamour-jordan-staal 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/16/22234980/carolina-hurricanes-split-opening-series-lose-to-detroit-red-wings-4-2-game-two 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/16/22235448/they-said-it-brindamour-trocheck-svechnikov-on-disappointing-loss-carolina-hurricanes-detroit 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/01/16/wolves-add-bokk/ 

https://abc11.com/jordan-staal-rod-brindamour-carolina-hurricanes/9720449/ 
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Prospects News & Rumors: Bokk, Firstov & Alexeyev 

  

BY GREG BOYSEN  

JANUARY 16TH, 2021 

   

The National Hockey League’s 2020-21 season is finally in full swing. 
The American Hockey League (AHL) will be next to get going within the 
next couple of weeks and the teams are starting to get a good idea of 
what their rosters will look like. Plus, we check in on a pair of Russian-
born prospects who are doing well in the Kontinental Hockey League at 
home and the NCAA abroad. 

Bokk Heads to the Windy City 

The Chicago Wolves are in for a very unique season as is the rest of the 
AHL. They are entering their first season as the affiliate for the Carolina 
Hurricanes after partnering with the Vegas Golden Knights for the past 
three years. When their rivals to the north, the Milwaukee Admirals, 
announced they are opted out of the 2020-21 season, the Wolves agreed 
to take on prospects from the Nashville Predators as well. When the puck 
finally drops on the season, Chicago will have an impressive lineup of 
NHL prospects. 

They learned this morning that forward Dominik Bokk will be heading to 
the AHL for the upcoming season. He was originally drafted in the first 
round (25th overall) of the 2018 NHL Entry Draft by the St. Louis Blues. 
He was one of the main pieces in the 2019 trade that sent defenseman 
Justin Faulk from the Hurricanes to the Blues. 

Dominik Bokk Draft 

Bokk was originally drafted by the Blues. (Amy Irvin / The Hockey 
Writers) 

The 20-year-old winger played 20 Swedish Hockey League games for 
Djurgårdens IF this season, where he scored two goals and three points. 
He was one of the big producers for Germany at the 2020 World Junior 

Championships. He scored six goals and a team-high eight points in 
seven games. 

Bokk is one of four former first-round draft picks, under the age of 21, 
currently on the Wolves’ roster. He joins fellow Hurricanes prospects 
Seth Jarvis and Ryan Suzuki and Predators 2019 first rounder Philip 
Tomasino. The Wolves have received 14 players from Carolina and 13 
from Nashville. They will play all their home games at their training facility 
as opposed to the Allstate Arena, the team’s home for the previous 26 
seasons. 

Firstov’s Big Return 

The Minnesota Wild finally got to see Kirill Kaprizov on the NHL ice this 
week and he proved that the wait was worth it. They have another 
Russian-born prospect who had a huge night in the NCAA. 

Vladislav Firstov played in his first game for the UConn Huskies on 
Friday night since returning from playing for Russia in the World Junior 
Championship. He came up big with two goals and two assists in their 6-
5 win over the University of New Hampshire. 

He lit the lamp to tie the game at 2-2, late in the first period, by using the 
top portion of the net for his first goal of the season. 

His second tally of the night came on a second-period power play. Firstov 
was left all alone at the right dot and he made the Wildcats pay by 
blasting a one-timer home to give UConn a 4-3 lead. 

Firstov, drafted by the Wild in the second round (42nd overall) of the 
2019 NHL Entry Draft, did not find the scoresheet in five WJC games for 
Russia. He had 11 goals and 23 points in 34 games during his freshman 
season for the Huskies. Before that, he spent the 2018-19 season in the 
United States Hockey League (USHL). He scored 26 goals and 58 points 
in 62 games for the Waterloo Black Hawks. 

Alexeyev Impressing in Russia 

Playing in the KHL as an up-and-coming player can be tough. 
Traditionally, as is the case in most European professional leagues, it is 
hard for younger players to gain meaningful ice time. They are usually 
stuck behind veterans on the depth charts so their overall numbers don’t 
always tell the whole story of how well they are playing. 

Defenseman Alexander Alexeyev is doing well for himself during his loan 
to Salavat Yulaev. The Washington Capitals’ 2018 first-round pick (31st 
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overall) has been made the most out of playing in his home country for 
the first time since 2016. 

He scored the game-winning goal in Thursday’s 6-3 victory over Barys. 

Alexeyev continued his hot streak on Saturday by scoring on the power 
play to tie the game at 2-2, early in the second period. Salavat Yulaev 
ended up losing 3-2 to Metallurg with defenseman Philip Holm scoring 
the game-winning goal. Holm spent part of last season with the Chicago 
Blackhawks organization, playing with the Rockford IceHogs in the AHL. 

The 21-year-old Alexeyev now has six goals and 13 points, in 43 KHL 
contests, while averaging just over 18 minutes a game. He spent the 
2019-20 season with the Hershey Bears in the AHL, scoring three goals 
and 21 points and finishing with a plus-eight rating in 58 games. It will be 
interesting to see if he heads back to North America after the KHL 
season concludes in April. 
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3 Headlines After Hurricanes First Game 

 

BY DYLAN RUDOLPH  

JANUARY 16TH, 2021 

   

Hockey has returned, and the Carolina Hurricanes have hit the ground 
running, winning 3-0 against a rebuilding Detroit Red Wings for the first of 
what will be a 56-game schedule for the 2020-21 season. 

On the surface, a shutout and three goals seem like a dream start, but 
the Hurricanes showed some rust after a long break and a short training 
camp. Let’s take a look at some ongoing storylines to keep an eye on 
after the season’s first game. 

Mrazek Opens the Season 

Getting the first start of the season against his former team, Petr Mrázek 
didn’t see much rubber against the Red Wings but did well to stop all 14 
shots he faced on Thursday night for the 22nd shutout of his career. 

Preseason questions arose as to who would take the reigns in between 
the pipes after the Hurricanes opted to stay the course with the 1A-1B 
tandem of Mrázek and fellow goaltender James Reimer that they rode 
with last season. But with both contracts expiring, 2020-21 will act as an 
evaluation season as to who to keep, and Mrázek has made an early 
case as to why it should be him.  

Most expect the duo to continue splitting time this season, but Mrazek 
opening a season with not many games but full of expectations may 
show that he is the one that head coach Rod Brind’Amour trusts in big 
moments as of right now. 

Depth Scoring 

A 3-0 win is something the Hurricanes will gladly take, but on 43 shots, 
finishing is an area in definite need of improvement. 

The first goal came early from Carolina’s top line with a great feed from 
Sebastian Aho to Nino Niederreiter, and the Hurricanes looked like they 
were going to open the flood gates. However, a scoring drought for 
almost the rest of the game kept it much closer than it likely should have 
been. Fourth-liner Ryan Dzingel eventually broke the 1-0 standstill with a 
powerplay goal against the stubborn Thomas Greiss with 2:34 left, 
followed quickly by an Andrei Svechnikov empty netter to put the game 
out of reach. 

There’s no doubt that Carolina dominated for much of Thursday’s 
contest, but the scoring drought resulted from a lack of finishing from 
depth lines as the game progressed. Detroit keyed-in on Carolina’s top 
line after the early onslaught, and the rest of the lineup struggled to add 
to the lead as a result. Dzingel’s late goal allowed fans to breathe a sigh 
of relief but also pointed out a flaw in the Canes’ offensive attack. 

While finishing in the offensive zone was an issue, the defensive effort 
from all lines was suffocating, allowing just 14 shots on goal and killing 
off both of the Red Wings’ power plays with relative ease. 

Good energy from veterans like Jesper Fast was key in the shutout win. 
The 29-year-old winger, who the Canes acquired this past offseason, did 
well to pressure Detroit’s talented wingers in Carolina’s defensive zone. 
Even when the defense broke down, highlight plays like Teuvo 
Teräväinen’s diving stick poke in the slot made it hard for Detroit to put 
together any real scoring chances. Defensive performances like 
Thursday’s will make the Hurricanes a tough team to score on, and if 
they can take better advantage of their shot selection, they could be a 
formidable team to stop. 

Youth Contributes Well 

The Hurricanes enter the 2020-21 season with one of the younger 
rosters in the league, with their youngest player — Svechnikov — turning 
just 21 years old in March. The team’s youthfulness breeds potential in 
the eyes of Carolina fans, but it also provides a significant obstacle for a 
team looking to compete in the present. General manager Don Waddell 
and the front office have assembled a talented roster, but Brind’Amour 
has added pressure to compete even with so many young players on his 
team. 

However, those concerns have slowly dissipated as the young players 
showed time and again they were up to the task last season and did 
again in the first game of 2020-21. Though some have experienced 
extended playing time already, it’s still encouraging to see young players 
like Martin Nečas contribute with almost 16 minutes of ice time — nearly 
two minutes more than his average ice time last season — and an assist 
on Dzingel’s powerplay goal near the end of the game. 

24-year-old defenseman Haydn Fleury also did well at 5-on-5 on the third 
pairing with Jake Gardiner and helped on the penalty kill in crucial points 
of the game. 

Of course, Svechnikov’s performance was also expectantly impressive. 
The 20-year-old winger entered the game with high expectations and met 
them on the second line with Nečas and the captain Jordan Staal. 
Svechnikov contributed a lot on the boards and kept the puck in the 
offensive zone before eventually being paid off with his empty netter to 
end the game. 

Young players contributing will be crucial in this unique season, and a 
team effort will be needed nightly as the season progresses. The 
Hurricanes will be taking on seven other division opponents a total of 
eight times each. Familiarity will become a major factor as the playoffs 
get closer, and being able to attack teams in different ways may be the 
difference-maker. 

Carolina will stay in Detroit for another game on Saturday before moving 
on to Nashville next week to take on the Predators. 
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Red Wings bounce back to beat Carolina Hurricanes 4-2 

 

By Chip Alexander 
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The Carolina Hurricanes have lost their captain, Jordan Staal, to the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. 

Now, the Canes have lost their first game. 

Robby Fabbri scored with 2:42 left in regulation for the go-ahead goal as 
the Detroit Red Wings took a 4-2 victory at Little Caesars Arena. Fabbri 
scored from the top of the crease, beating Canes goalie Petr Mrazek just 
after Carolina had killed off a Brady Skjei slashing penalty on a call that 
the Canes questioned. 

Fabbri’s goal came about a minute after Wings goalie Jonathan Bernier 
made his biggest save of the night, robbing Sebastian Aho of a 
shorthanded goal with 3:45 left in the third. 

Dylan Larkin’s second goal of the game, an empty-netter, sealed the 
Wings’ first victory after the Canes won the season opener 3-0 on 
Thursday. 

“I didn’t like the start, I didn’t like the first two periods,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said on the postgame media call. “We played all right in the 
third. We had some compete. But to me the game was already 
determined because we gave away 40 minutes. You can’t do that in this 
league. 

“It wasn’t that we didn’t work hard. We didn’t play our game. We were all 
of a sudden trying to make finesse plays all over the ice. I didn’t know 
what I was watching for two periods. That was frustrating for me.” 

Andrei Svechnikov, who mirrored the team’s sluggish start Saturday, had 
a goal and assist in the third period for Carolina. Svechnikov first 
unloaded a shot on the power play in the first minute of the period, the 
puck hitting off Vincent Trocheck’s leg and past goalie Jonathan Bernier 
for a 1-1 tie — Svechnikov’s 100th career NHL point. 

Larkin gave the Wings a 2-1 lead just 18 seconds later when his 
centering pass from behind the Canes net glanced off Trocheck’s stick, 
off Skjei’s skate and past Mrazek. 

But Svechnikov, who had an empty-net goal Thursday in the season 
opener, beat Bernier with a shot from the slot for a 2-2 tie at 8:56 of the 
third off a Jordan Martinook pass. But the Wings answered again. 
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“They worked hard for 60 minutes and we didn’t,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
the NHL. You’ve got to be ready every night. You’ve got to respect every 
shift.” 

Ryan gives Wings 1-0 lead in second 

Bobby Ryan, playing his first game with the Red Wings, has given Detroit 
a 1-0 lead at 2:44 of the second period. 

On a rush into the Canes zone, Detroit’s Filip Zadina chased down the 
puck below the goal line and then found Ryan open in the left circle for 
the one-timer. It was the 255th career goal for Ryan, who signed a one-
year contract in October with the Red Wings as a free agent after seven 
seasons with the Ottawa Senators. 

The Canes were beaten down the ice often in the second as the Wings 
used their speed to get the puck deep. The Canes had nine shots but few 
good scoring chances in the period against Wings goalie Jonathan 
Bernier. 

Canes defenseman Brett Pesce drew a cross-checking penalty against 
Danny DeKeyser in final minute of the period and the Canes went into 
the third with 1:29 of power-play time remaining. 

First period ends scoreless 

The first period at Little Caesars Arena would have created little fan buzz, 
if there were fans in the building. It ended scoreless as neither team 
established anything close to their game and spent most of the period 
chasing the puck. 

The Wings had the best scoring chance of the opening period — on a 
Canes power play. Vladislav Namestnikov had a breakaway after a 
Sebastian Aho turnover, but Mrazek made a patient glove save. 

The Canes had back-to-back power plays but the puck movement was 
too slow and predictable for some aggressive penalty killers of the 
Wings, who held Carolina to one power-play shot. Detroit also had a 
power play in the period as Nino Niederreiter went to the penalty box, but 
the Canes killed if off. 

Trocheck’s line was the busiest and best for the Canes in the period. 
Martin Necas had some good looks and would have scored on a 
wraparound against Bernier had he not had the puck slide off his stick. 

Staal remains on NHL COVID list 

The Hurricanes realized a regular season played during the pandemic 
would have unavoidable COVID-19 disruptions. 

For the Canes, the first came after the first game. 

The Hurricanes opened the 2020-21 season Thursday, shutting out the 
Red Wings 3-0, then lost Staal to the NHL COVID-19 protocol on Friday. 
The Canes went into Saturday’s second game with the Red Wings 
missing their best defensive center and faceoff man as well as a team 
leader. 

“He’s a big part of our team and it’s always tough if we miss him,” forward 
Teuvo Teravainen said on a Saturday media call. “He’s a big guy on the 
ice, all over the place, PK, winning faceoffs. Someone else has to step 
up pretty big.” 

The Canes called up center Morgan Geekie from the taxi squad as a 
replacement. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had center Vincent 
Trocheck with wingers Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas at the 
morning skate, and Jordan Martinook centered Warren Foegele and 
Jesper Fast. Geekie centered Brock McGinn and Ryan Dzingel. 

Brind’Amour said Saturday he did not know how long Staal would be out. 

Milestone for Teravainen 

Teravainen earned his 200th career assist in the opener after a late 
scoring change made after the game, but the Finnish forward took the 
personal milestone in stride. 

“It’s pretty cool, of course,” he said Saturday. “I got a lot of help from 
linemates and teammates to put those goals in, so it’s good.” ... 

Defenseman Dougie Hamilton is one point shy of his 300th career point 
and Andrei Svechnikov will pick up his 100th career NHL point with his 
next goal or assist. 

Mrazek starts second game 

After picking up his 22nd career shutout and his eighth with the Canes, 
Mrazek was the starter again Saturday. 

Mrazek’s 14-save shutout Thursday was just the third in franchise history 
in a season opener and the first since the 1996-97 season. Sean Burke 
had the other two shutouts — in October 1995 and then October 1996. 

Geekie has a new number 

You might have to double-check the roster when No. 67 takes the ice 
Saturday. That’s Geekie. He has a new number this season. 
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Asked Saturday about the change, Geekie said it’s a “boring story” but 
said, “I honestly thought it looked cooler.” 

Geekie was the 67th overall pick of the 2017 NHL Draft when he was 
taken by the Hurricanes. 
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Luke Kunin, Filip Forsberg score again as Predators beat Blue Jackets to 
win second in a row 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Make that two in a row for the Predators. 

Thanks to Brad Richardson's goal with nine minutes left in the third, 
Nashville defeated the Blue Jackets 5-2 on Saturday night at an all-but-
empty Bridgestone Arena, the second of a season-opening two-game 
series. 

For the second consecutive game the Predators fell behind 1-0 early. 

But Rocco Grimaldi's goal less than two minutes after Nick Foligno 
scored tied the score. 

For the second consecutive game, Filip Forsberg put the Predators 
ahead, this time with 18:17 remaining in the third. The Blue Jackets 
answered four minutes later when Alexandre Texier beat Juuse Saros. 

Luke Kunin, who had a goal Thursday, added another later in the third 
Saturday as the new faces continued to contribute. Colton Sissons 
followed with his first goal of the season to give the Predators a three-
goal lead. 

The Predators (2-0) have won five consecutive regular-season games 
dating to the end of the 2019-20 regular season. 

Saros started again for the Predators and made 42 saves a night after 
stopping 29 of 30 shots in a 3-1 victory. 

Big number: 10. Consecutive starts, including the summer play-in series, 
for Saros in goal. Pekka Rinne last started March 2, 2020. 

Big name: Predators forward Mikael Granlund is in Nashville and 
quarantining after arriving Friday. He is expected to miss at least the first 
four games.  

Big game: Predators forward Mathieu Olivier, the only NHL player ever 
born in Mississippi, dished out a game-high six hits. 

FYI: The Predators play the first of 10 scheduled back-to-back games 
starting Monday against the Hurricanes. 

On the wire: The Predators recalled forward Olivier from the taxi squad 
and assigned defenseman Alexandre Carrier to the Chicago Wolves of 
the AHL.  

New kids on the blocks:Newcomers already helped Nashville Predators 
show they are tougher in opener 

Estes:More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the Nashville 
Predators badly need 

Listen:Catfish Corner podcast: Opening night Predators takeaways from 
a promising start to the 2021 season 

Next: Predators vs. Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. Monday, Bridgestone 
Arena, Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM. 

More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the Nashville Predators 
badly need | Estes 

Nashville Predators top Blue Jackets in season opener, 3-1: Our top 
observations 

Nashville Predators' season begins with mask-wearing catfish hitting ice 
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How Predators' Mikael Granlund has kept up despite just arriving in 
Nashville and now in quarantine 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Mikael Granlund has arrived in Nashville. 

That's the good news for the Predators and their forward. 

The news attached to that news, that he must quarantine for seven days, 
means he'll have missed at least the first four games of the abbreviated 
season by the time he's eligible to return. 

Couple that with Granlund missing all of training camp because of 
immigration issues in Finland and the Predators are in a predicament 
brought about by COVID-19. For now, Granlund is on the league's 
COVID-19 protocol list. 

Predators coach John Hynes said Saturday the team will not "rush" the 
Finnish forward back but expressed confidence that it won't take the 28-
year-old, seven-year veteran long to catch on. 

"It'll be no problem at all," Hynes said.  

While Granlund has fallen behind by not being on the ice with his 
teammates, he has at least been able to get a head start on things from 
afar. 

ESTES:More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the Nashville 
Predators badly need 

"Because he's a veteran player and he's a real smart player," Hynes 
said. "We send him all of our meetings. ... We've illustrated the teaching 
points. ... Lots of times it's just a refresher because he was here last 
year." 

There still will be some subtle changes that can't be taught via video, 
tactical things that will come only with actual practice. 

The real challenge, Hynes said, comes with coming out of quarantine. 

"Getting ready physically. ... It's just trying to have a really good feel 
where he's at. I don't think we'll rush anything. The wrong thing to do is 
just to throw them in, because we feel like he's a really good player and 
we want him in there. He's only going to be a really good player if he's 
physically ready." 

Something the team will gauge once he's allowed to come out of COVID 
hibernation. 

Where Granlund will slot in when after all that seems to point to the 
second line, centered by Matt Duchene. 

He's currently being flanked by newcomers Erik Haula and Luke Kunin. 
The Predators won't have to move anyone from the 23-man roster 
because they have a space already reserved for him there with 22 spots 
occupied. 
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Granlund, who was acquired at the trade deadline in February 2019 from 
the Wild for Kevin Fiala, was signed as a free agent during the offseason 
on a one-year, $3.75 million deal. 

He had 17 goals and 13 assists in 63 games last season, but saw his 
minutes dramatically increase once Hynes took over as head coach in 
early January 2020. 

Granlund spent a lot of the long break from hockey with his family, 
including his infant son Milo. Granlund's wife Emmi gave birth to their 
stillborn child March 24, 2020. 

More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the Nashville Predators 
badly need | Estes 

Nashville Predators top Blue Jackets in season opener, 3-1: Our top 
observations 

Nashville Predators' season begins with mask-wearing catfish hitting ice 
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Nashville Predators vs. Columbus Blue Jackets: How to watch Saturday's 
game 

 

Nick Gray 

 

Nashville Tennessean 

Here's how to watch the Nashville Predators' game against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at Bridgestone Arena:  

Nashville Predators vs. Blue Jackets: TV, streaming and radio info 

FACEOFF: 7 p.m. Saturday, Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

TV: Fox Sports Tennessee 

[ Can't stream today's Nashville Predators game? Here's why ] 

RADIO: 102.5 The Game (Nashville), NHL app 

STREAMING: NHL.tv, FOX Sports app, AT&T Now, ESPN+ (out-of-town 
viewers only, subscription required) 

2019-20 RECORDS: Predators 35-26-8; Blue Jackets 33-22-15 

THURSDAY'S GAME RESULT:  Predators 3, Blue Jackets 1 

Your guide to Saturday's game 

CATFISH CORNER PODCAST:Opening night Predators takeaways from 
a promising start to the 2021 season 

GAME 1 TAKE:How new kids already helped Nashville Predators show 
they are tougher in opener 

GENTRY ESTES:More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the 
Nashville Predators badly need 

Check here for live updates from Saturday's game: 
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The Florida Panthers start their season Sunday. Meet the Opening Night 
roster 

 

JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 16, 2021 08:00 AM 

 

The Florida Panthers open the 2021 NHL season on Sunday against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. Puck drop at the BB&T Center is set for 7 p.m. 

Here are the 27 players the Panthers are carrying into Opening Night — 
22 on the active roster plus another five on their taxi squad. 

This list does not include goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky, forward Juho 
Lammikko and defensemen Markus Nutivaara and Noah Juulsen, all of 
whom have been given a “non-roster” designation to start the season. 

GOALTENDERS 

Chris Driedger 

2019-2020 stats: 7-2-1 record in 12 starts, 2.05 goals against average, 
.938 save percentage 

Driedger is expected to get the bulk of goaltending duties in Bobrovsky’s 
absence (however long that is). He showed bright spots in limited action 
last year. 

Sam Montembeault 

2019-2020 stats: 5-5-1 record in 14 starts, 3.34 goals allowed average, 
.890 save percentage 

Montembeault, a third-round pick in 2015, has spent time on the 
Panthers’ roster each of the past two seasons. He could get extended 
looks early depending on how long Bobrovsky is out. 

FORWARDS 

Noel Acciari 

2019-2020 stats: 20 goals, 7 assists in 66 games 

Acciari is a defensive-minded forward who had a breakthrough offensive 
season last year. He’ll look to follow it up in his second season with the 
Panthers. 

Aleksander Barkov 

2019-2020 stats: 20 goals, 42 assists in 66 games 

The Panthers’ captain, Barkov has scored at least 20 goals in each of the 
past five seasons and will once again center the team’s top forward line 
and top power play unit. 

Brett Connolly 

2019-2020 stats: 19 goals, 14 assists in 69 games 

Connolly bounced between the Panthers’ second and third forward lines 
last season. He’s a sharpshooter who wants to rebound after a sluggish 
finish last year. 

Anthony Duclair 

2019-2020 stats: 23 goals, 17 assists in 66 games 

Duclair is coming off an All-Star season last year and has a chance to 
build on it by playing on the Panthers’ top forward line. 

Vinnie Hinostroza 

2019-2020 stats: 5 goals, 17 assists in 68 games 

Hinostroza spent three seasons with Quenneville in Chicago to start his 
career. After Hinostroza spent the last two seasons in Arizona, he’s 
reunited with his former coach. 
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Patric Hornqvist 

2019-2020 stats: 17 goals, 15 assists in 52 games 

The two-time Stanley Cup champion provides a veteran presence to 
Florida’s forward group and still has a knack for putting the puck in the 
back of the net. 

Jonathan Huberdeau 

2019-2020 stats: 23 goals, 55 assists in 69 games 

Huberdeau led the Panthers in points last year and has three 
consecutive seasons with at least 20 goals and 40 assists. 

Ryan Lomberg 

2019-2020 stats (AHL): 11 goals, 9 assists in 21 games 

Lomberg, a hard-hitting, defensive-minded forward, will primarily play on 
the Panthers’ fourth line. 

Eetu Luostarinen 

2019-2020 stats (AHL): 8 goals, 17 assists in 49 games 

The 22-year-old Finnish center joined the Panthers as part of the Vincent 
Trocheck trade last February. He’s quickly getting an opportunity at the 
NHL level after a strong camp. 

Owen Tippett 

2019-2020 stats (AHL): 19 goals, 21 assists in 46 games 

The Panthers’ 2017 first-round pick will get his first extended look at the 
NHL level. 

131 Florida Panthers Training Camp DS 

Frank Vatrano 

2019-2020 stats: 16 goals, 18 assists in 69 games 

The speedy Vatrano has become a more complete player over his two-
plus years with the Panthers, now holding roles on penalty kill and with 
the team’s second power play unit. 

114 Panthers Scrimmage DS 

Carter Verhaeghe 

2019-2020 stats: 9 goals, 4 assists in 52 games 

Verhaeghe was buried on a talented Lightning roster and got limited 
playing time last year. He’s impressed in camp and has the chance for 
extended time on Florida’s top line. 

Alex Wennberg 

2019-2020 stats: 5 goals, 17 assists in 57 games 

The six-year veteran spent his entire career with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets before signing a one-year, $2.25 million deal with the Panthers 
this offseason. He’ll primarily center Florida’s second forward line. 

DEFENSEMEN 

Aaron Ekblad 

2019-2020 stats: 5 goals, 36 goals in 67 games 

Ekblad will once again be part of the Panthers’ top defensive pairing and 
finally should get an extended look on the team’s top power play unit. 

Gustav Forsling 

2019-2020 stats (AHL): 8 goals, 18 assists in 57 games 

Forsling, claimed off waivers a week into training camp, has ties to 
Quenneville from his time in Chicago and will contend for a regular spot 
in the Panthers’ third defensive pairing. 

Radko Gudas 

2019-2020 stats: 2 goals, 13 assists in 63 games 

Gudas, who played with the Washington Capitals in 2019-2020, saw his 
offensive production take a slight dip last season but he finished the year 
with a career-best plus-15 rating. 

Riley Stillman 

2019-2020 stats: 0 goals, 5 assists in 34 games 

Stillman had a strong camp and showed bright spots last season in his 
first extended look at the NHL level. At 22 years old, expect more growth. 

Anton Stralman 

2019-2020 stats: 5 goals, 14 assists in 69 games 

One of the Panthers’ more veteran defensemen, Stralman will likely stay 
in Florida’s second defensive pairing. 

MacKenzie Weegar 

2019-2020 stats: 7 goals, 11 assists in 45 games 

Weegar built great chemistry with Ekblad as Florida’s top defensive 
pairing last year. Expect that to continue. 

Keith Yandle 

2019-2020 stats: 5 goals, 40 assists in 69 games 

\ 

Yandle has played in 866 consecutive games, fourth-most in NHL history 
and the longest streak among active players, but his role has been 
minimal in training camp and him being a healthy scratch wouldn’t 
necessarily be surprising. 

TAXI SQUAD 

The five players open the season on the Panthers’ taxi squad: goaltender 
Philippe Desrosiers, defensemen Brady Keeper and Kevin Connauton, 
and forwards Aleksi Heponiemi and Mason Marchment 
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This is really, truly, finally the Panthers year (unless next year is) | 
Commentary 

 

DAVE HYDE 

JAN 16, 2021 AT 10:50 AM 

 

Sometimes you just have a feeling about a team. Sometimes you just 
look at their talent and timeline and say it’s their season. 

And sometimes you’re just hostage to a column: 

This is the Florida Panthers year. 

Some columnists have an annual, holiday-gift column where they 
dispense presents to local names (“To Jimmy Butler — a new 
cappuccino machine!”). Some have an annual ode-to-baseball’s Opening 
Day column (“More beautiful than a Cezanne painting of a sunset …”). 

It is my doomed fate for much of the past a quarter-century to predict it’s 
the Panthers’ year, the one they’ll not just make the playoffs but advance 
in them. This season makes 25 years since they accomplished that. 
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Center Aleksander Barkov thinks something’s changed entering 
Sunday’s opener against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

“It’s my eighth season here in the same organization, but for the first time 
it feels like it’s a fresh start,” Barkov said. “Like I’m in the same 
organization but I feel everything is new. We have a new team, new guys 
here, new management. 

“For a lot of guys, it’s like a new chapter of their life and new chapter of 
their career. At the same time for a couple of us guys who have been 
here for a long time it feels the same way. Fresh start. Fresh team. And 
looking good in training camp. I think everyone’s excited.” 

See, this really, really is the Panthers’ year. 

Sure, technically, last year I wrote if it wasn’t the Panthers year with the 
additions of Hall of Fame coach in Joel Quenneville, free-agent goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky and various other roster pieces, it would never be their 
year. 

And it wasn’t their year. 

They made the “playoffs” in the pandemic-contorted season — or at least 
the “qualifying round” for seeds five through 12 (they were the 10th 
seed). But they were pushovers to the New York Islanders, turned over 
half the roster in the offseason and had another front-office shuffle with 
general manager Bill Zito arriving from Columbus to replace Dale Tallon. 

That represents the fourth GM change in the past six seasons (Tallon 
was GM twice). Staggered among those front-office changes are four 
coaching changes, too. 

“Obviously, when a team changes, and lot of people in the organization 
changes, that means things aren’t going the right way,” Barkov said. 

What’s different this year? Well, Barkov’s two wings on the top line, 
Anthony Duclair and Carter Verhaeghe. There have a deep 11 
defensemen to pick from, including more who actually think defense first 
than recent years. Veteran Radko Gudas fits that part. 

“It’s something they were looking for,” he said. “I want to have a strong 
net presence — make sure there are no easy rebounds, everything’s in 
order around the net.” 

New GM. New players. New fortunes? 

“I think there’s an attitude that’s noticeable,” Quenneville said. “I think 
that’s different. Whether it’s pushing one another properly on a line, 
sitting on the bench encouraging one another — seems like there’s more 
rah-rah. Seems like we’re harder to play against. Seems like it’s a closer 
group in a short amount of time. 

“We’ll look forward to seeing that growing. That can be very important to 
our success knowing we’re close, together, supportive and we win and 
lose together.” 

Maybe all that explains why it’s the Panthers year to actually win a 
playoff series. Or maybe it’s random karma. Just last weekend in the 
NFL, the Cleveland Browns won their first playoff game since 1994 and 
the Buffalo Bills won their first since 1995. 

Only the Cincinnati Bengals (30 years) and Detroit Lions (29 years) have 
gone longer than the Panthers among major sports teams without 
advancing in the playoffs. In hockey, Toronto is second longest at 15 
seasons and Buffalo at 13 seasons is the only other team in double 
digits. 

By comparison, since the Panthers last advanced in a postseason in 
1996, expansion twin Tampa Bay, has won 18 playoff series and two 
Stanley Cup titles. The Panthers have made four playoffs in that span, 
including last season. 

Panthers fans have steadfastly lived and died with their team. Mostly 
they’ve died. Mostly, they’ve gone away. That’s the nature of sports. Only 
winning will bring them back. 

And so I write again: 

Really, honestly, truly this is the Panthers’ year. 
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Lightning backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney lands on COVID-19 
protocol list 

He is the first Tampa Bay player to find himself on the list. 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney became the first 
Lightning player to land on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list on 
Saturday. 

The move doesn’t necessarily mean McElhinney tested positive for the 
coronavirus. It means he was not available to practice on that specific 
day for one of a variety of reasons, which also include receiving an 
unconfirmed positive test being or being placed in quarantine as a high-
risk close contact of someone who did test positive. 

The league does not release the precise reason why players are on the 
list or how long they might be out. Players were tested every day during 
training camp. They are getting tested every day for the first four weeks 
of the season, and then depending on the situation, it could go to every 
48 hours. 

McElhinney dressed and was on the bench during Friday’s win against 
the Blackhawks at Amalie Arena. Christopher Gibson, who is on the taxi 
squad, would replace McElhinney on the active roster if McElhinney can’t 
suit up for the foreseeable future. The Lightning’s next scheduled game 
is Thursday at Columbus. 

The Lightning didn’t practice Saturday. 

They are also not slated to practice Sunday. Taking two straight days off 
is unusual for any season, even considering the Lightning are scheduled 
to have a five-day break between games. After McElhinney landed on the 
COVID-19 protocol list, it appears the team is taking an extra day off in 
an abundance of caution because it can. 

On Thursday, Lightning coach Jon Cooper was asked whether he would 
consider separating his two goaltenders to ensure the team always has 
one healthy, a practice the Bruins have adopted this season. 

“Just on the practicality side of things … I think if one guy in your team is 
going to have (the coronavirus), my assumption is everybody’s going to 
be separated or everybody’s going to have to go in and quarantine,” 
Cooper said. “So I don’t know if separating two guys, if that’s the case, 
then we should just social distance on the bench and social distance on 
the ice. It’s hard to fathom if one or two players get it on a team that 
everybody doesn’t get shut down. 

“You have to have trust in your players. And we have to implement 
strategies and ways so guys are not co-mingling with the general public 
on a daily basis, just because we need to keep ourselves out of the 
situation so we can continue to play.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Carey Price in dominant form as Canadiens stifle 
superstar-led Oilers 
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Eric Engels@EricEngels 

January 17, 2021, 12:10 AM 

 

There was Carey Price, 190-odd feet away from most of the action, 
watching his Montreal Canadiens slice through the Edmonton Oilers like 
a hot knife through butter. 

He was almost easy to ignore as the Canadiens had their way — four 
lines churning and backing the Oilers into the corner with a 4-0 lead built 
on a power-play goal, two at even-strength and one shorthanded. 

Almost. 

For as dominant as Montreal was in this game — fully, completely, and it 
was compensated with a 5-1 win — it was Price who delivered on the key 
tenet of the plan. 

If you want to beat the Oilers — even this deeper group than we’ve seen 
most recently in Edmonton — you have to hope to contain Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. You can’t count on stopping them outright, 
but keeping them from scoring four points apiece, like they did in 
Thursday’s win over the Vancouver Canucks, is a must. 

And on most nights, it takes a full team effort to do that. 

But on this night, it took a superstar. The one named Price. 

He is the equalizer on Montreal’s side, still very much the steady hand on 
this new-and-improved, bleu, blanc et rouge ship, and he showed it on 
his first save of the game — a dandy on Kyle Turris — and on the 33 that 
followed. 

But the two saves Price made on McDavid, and the six he made on 
Draisaitl, were the difference between this game being close and it 
ending as it did. 

Canadiens coach Claude Julien agrees. 

“It’s certain he had a huge impact,” Julien said after Saturday’s game. 
“Listen, we’re not blind; we saw the chances they had to score and how 
solid Carey Price was on them. He was an excellent goalie for us tonight. 
We did good things, but we still have things we’ll continue to try to 
improve, and there were maybe too many chances against at a point…” 

There was about 15 minutes of play between the Canadiens holding tight 
to a 1-0 lead late in the first period and expanding to 4-0 in the 10th 
minute of the second that come to mind. 

It started with Price sliding across his crease to get a pad on a late first-
period breakaway for McDavid. 

Big-time save, yeah. 

But Price is a big-time-save goaltender. 

As Canadiens assistant captain Brendan Gallagher put it, “Probably the 
best player in the world coming down on him, but if you’re sitting on the 
bench you almost just know you’re going to get the save.” 

Almost. 

If you’re sitting on Edmonton’s bench, you’re practically celebrating 
McDavid’s goal before the puck has even crossed the line. 

Price took nothing for granted on the play. He didn’t guess, he didn’t try 
to bait McDavid into shooting to a specific spot; he just let the play come 
his way. 

“It wasn’t really a read; it was just kind of a reaction,” Price said after the 
game. “He came in with a lot of speed and I was just able to close the 
holes.” 

Because that’s what Price does when he’s on his game. He just closes 
holes. 

The 33-year-old pulled a page out of former Oilers goaltender Bill 
Ranford’s book early in the second period, stacking his pads on a 
Draisaitl snapper from 16 feet away to close a hole. It was a deadly 
power-play chance turned away with flair. 

But Price made all the other hard saves look easy. 

He made the easy ones look easy, too, which is not what you’d say of 
Oilers goaltender Mikko Koskinen on this night. 

Still, the Canadiens made Koskinen’s night difficult. They deserve their 
due — if not for helping Price a bit with McDavid, Draisaitl and Co., then 
certainly for what they did offensively. 

They started with wave after wave of pressure, inundating the Oilers and 
knocking them on their heels with their speed. Jeff Petry opened the 
scoring on the power play soon after. 

The former Oiler added one at 5-on-5 after Tomas Tatar made it 2-0. 

Jake Evans scored unassisted on a shorthanded rush before the game 
was half over, and the Canadiens suffocated the life out of the rest of this 
one before Tatar buried a breakaway beauty with just over 10 minutes 
remaining in the third. 

Remaining Time -0:49 

Tatar flies in and dekes out Koskinen for sweet goal 

The goal that beat Price? A laser from Slater Koekkoek with 8:01 
remaining — an open shot from a sharp angle that grazed the 
goaltender’s mask and pinged off the back bar. 

Shutout bid busted, but spirit barely dented. 

Sure, Price was mad about it, but he was much happier about earning his 
first win of the season. 

It was a commanding performance for him, and his teammates, and they 
all felt it — even if Julien wisely downplayed it knowing the next meeting 
with the Oilers is less than 48 hours away. 

“We’re a fast team. We consider ourselves fast,” Julien said. “On the 
other side, they were playing their third game in four nights. So there was 
certainly a fatigue element on the other side that took away some of their 
speed. 

“But it was up to us to be smart and take advantage of the fact that they 
were playing their third in four nights.” 

And it was up to Price to make the difference against two players who 
are among the very best no matter what the situation. Even if the shine 
was off of him in this game, he did exactly that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom, Tanev shut down former Canucks teammates 
in Flames home debut 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 17, 2021, 2:25 AM 

 

One finished fourth in Vezina voting last season, the other finished fourth 
in blocked shots. 
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Calgary hockey fans no doubt figured the team’s most prized west coast 
signings would help tighten things up defensively for the Flames. 

But their Dome debut Saturday night was a little over the top. 

Perfect actually. 

By night’s end Jacob Markstrom had stopped all 32 shots thrown his 
way, with Chris Tanev coming a close second with eight blocks in a 3-0 
win over -- you guessed it -- their former team the Vancouver Canucks. 

“He’s been doing it for me ever since I got to Vancouver,” said the 30-
year-old netminder of Tanev’s selfless defence. 

“He’s a great fit here and in the locker room. (Teammates) love him 
already and they see why I loved him before. I’m lucky to have him here 
in Calgary.” 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Horvat gives full credit to former teammate Markstrom for strong play in 
net 

Their chemistry was on full display late in the opening period when the 
duo found themselves in familiar territory while clinging to a one-goal 
lead. 

Down two men for 82 seconds with the vaunted Canucks power play 
pressing hard, Markstrom and Tanev put on a clinic. 

A shot-blocking clinic. 

By the end of Tanev’s 2:29 minute shift alongside Mark Giordano the 
veteran defender had blocked several hard shots while closing enough 
lanes to allow only two shots through to Markstrom by Brock Boeser. 

“It gave us a little momentum three-on-five,” said Markstrom, whose club 
scored all three goals with the man advantage. “Our special teams were 
the difference makers today. I thought our killers did a great job blocking 
shots. When the shots were coming I could see them coming -- they kept 
the lanes clear.” 

What wasn’t clear was just how odd it would be to face so many familiar 
faces for the first time. 

“It’s weirder than I thought it would be,” said Markstrom, who ended a 
lengthy tenure in Vancouver by signing a six-year, $36 million deal with 
the Flames in October. 

“From the warmup I usually look over and get a feel for a team and see 
the shooters. But I just focused on the puck and what I did. It’s weird 
because they know me and I know them and we spent so much time 
together off the ice.” 

Markstrom entered the evening well aware of the potency of the 
Canucks’ top six, which had the team sitting amongst the league’s top 
five power plays in the league last season. 

Blanked on all four power play attempts, the Canucks are now 0-for-11 
on the season -- a tough pill to swallow for a team that was playing its 
third game in four nights. 

"He played well tonight, I’m not going to say he didn’t,” said Bo Horvat 
when asked about Markstrom. “He stole games for us in the previous 
years, so we know how he can be. (But) we’ve got to get in his eyes and 
create havoc in front of the net and we didn’t do that in front of him 
tonight." 

They tried, to no avail. 

The Flames scored a power play goal in each period, giving the Canucks 
five power play goals against in their last five periods. 

“Special teams were a big factor in the hockey game tonight,” said 
Flames coach Geoff Ward, whose club scored on three of six power 
plays. “We’re keeping it simple and getting pucks to the net. For early in 
the season it’s a good start. 

"The three-on-five kill could have been a huge momentum shifter for 
them but ended up being a good momentum-builder for us. I thought both 
(Markstrom and Tanev) played exceptionally well tonight. The game was 
a little bit special for them but what they’ll be talking about is it was a 
more complete effort for the team.” 

Unlike the Flames season opener in Winnipeg where they punctuated an 
impressive first period with two duds, they followed up a solid opening 
period Saturday with a competent second period. It was late in that frame 
when Andrew Mangiapane made a nifty, no-look, behind-the-back pass 
to a screaming Dillon Dube who beat Braden Holtby with a rocket over 
his left shoulder. 

Matthew Tkachuk banged in a rebound from the doorstep late in the third 
to complete the scoring on a night that saw Sean Monahan open the 
festivities with an easy tap-in to complete a tic-tac-toe passing play down 
low. 

The Canucks will get another crack at improving their penalty kill and 
beating Markstrom Monday night. 

News and Notes 

• Juuso Valimaki played his first game at the Dome in 606 days due to 
injuries. 

• Canucks forward Tanner Pearson limped to the dressing room late in 
the first period after being hit in the right ankle by a Nate Schmidt slapper 
from the point. He was back for the start of the second period. 

• The Flames opened the evening by paying tribute to long-time team 
president Ken King who passed away on March 11. The team also 
saluted Sgt. Andrew Harnett who lost his life during a traffic stop on New 
Year's Eve. 

• Jumbotron recognition for the charity work and service of former Flames 
defenceman Travis Hamonic came midway through the first period, 
drawing stick taps from several Flames players. 

Earlier in the day Hamonic, who opted out of post-season play for family 
reasons, was asked what changed to make him comfortable to play 
again: "I don't really expect everyone to agree or understand my 
decision. I did what I did as a father and as hard a decision as it was we 
know it was the right one. If I had to do it all over again in those 
circumstances I wouldn't change anything I’ve done. What we know now 
about the world we live in, and the precautions we can take, the world 
quite frankly is different now than it was seven, nine months ago. I’m 
confident in the Canucks’ and the NHL’s ability to keep us safe and 
healthy.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' top line shows first hints of greatness in win 
over Senators 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 17, 2021, 12:35 AM 

 

When Joe Thornton is informed that, even at 41 years and 198 days of 
age, he only became the second-oldest Toronto Maple Leaf to score a 
goal, Jumbo wants to know about the man standing between him and 
history. 

Who? (Allan Stanley, the Hall of Fame defenceman) And how old? (41 
years, 252 days.) 
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“So… I gotta play a couple more years, you’re sayin’, eh?” Thornton 
smiled. 

If the big-bearded, carpool-karaoke-singing, hockey-hug-initiating legend 
keeps having himself nights like Saturday, we wouldn’t rule it out. 

Even though the oldest forward in the league has been influencing the 
outcome of NHL games years before Tim Stützle was so much as an 
umlaut in his parents’ eye. 

Sheldon Keefe had a feeling heading into Ottawa’s Canadian Tire Centre 
that this would be the night his prime-time top unit would finally break out. 
Third time’s a charm. The coach just wasn’t betting on Thornton to bust 
the dam before dynamic linemates Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. 

“I don’t know that I had Jumbo maybe being the first one to get on the 
board,” Keefe smiled. 

“That line, you could tell right from the drop of the puck today, was going 
to have a night. They've been working really hard. Haven't had the 
results here quite yet, but they've been really working, and it was just a 
matter of time for the line.” 

Fuelling a 3-2 Leafs victory over the Senators and salvaging a split in the 
weekend back-to-back, the performance of Thornton-Matthews-Marner 
was about as dominant as a first-line gets. That trio, Keefe’s most-used 
unit at five-on-five, skated nine and a half minutes together, out-
attempting the opposition 13-3 in the process. 

All three notched their first goals of the season, with Marner rebounding 
from Friday’s lacklustre showing to register three points. 

“We’re still trying to get the whole rhythm thing down,” Marner explained. 
“It was really our first good game together. We were moving well. Down 
low we were really creating a lot of chances, holding on to the puck, 
weren’t rushing plays. I think we're really using our creativity out there -- 
and that's something we weren’t doing the first two games.” 

The trio is also communicating more on the ice, an element led by the 
boisterous, carefree Thornton whether he’s in sneakers or skates. 

“That first goal, he’s screaming the whole time he’s behind me,” noted 
Marner, who set up Thornton with a slick drop pass on the rush. 

Thornton’s first thought, of course, was to feed Matthews cross-ice on the 
two-on-one. Only when the Sens defender took away that lane did 
Thornton fire his warning shot to Allan Stanley. 

“The amount of attention these two guys get it, I just gotta get open for 
’em,” Thornton said. “It's been so fun with Mitchy and Matty. We have a 
lot of fun out there, and I think we'll continue to keep growing as a line. 
Because we are having fun and we get excited before every game, I 
think you can tell each game we’re getting better. And that's a real good 
sign. Yeah, I love playing with those two kids.” 

Matthews won an offensive draw to set up Marner’s quick-strike, which 
deflected off a sprawling Erik Gudbranson’s skate. And another Marner 
drop pass teed up Matthews’ bullet one-timer for the power-play winner. 

A balanced contribution from three stars who’d had a number of positive 
shifts but had been snake-bitten up to this point was a major reason 
Toronto outshot Ottawa 40-19 and gave the puck away eight fewer times 
than their opponent. 

What’s telling is that Keefe expanded the praise of his top line to their 
defensive efforts, particularly Thornton. 

The most senior Leaf has played thrice in four nights, averaging 17:58 
per game. He’s on pace for his most ice time since he was a sprightly 38-
years-old. 

“Joe had really great legs right to the very end of the game,” Keefe said. 
“Some of our best tracks and catching guys from behind and having a 
stick on the puck and creating a turnover the last couple of games here in 
Ottawa came from Joe and his effort there. So, feeling really good about 
what he's been able to do and how he looks in that area.” 

Certainly, it’s too early to declare the Jumbo and the Kids experiment a 
rousing success, but Saturday at least hinted at the greatness three guys 
with elite skill can stir when they’re clicking. 

“We want to get better every single day we're here,” Marner said. 
“Tonight was a great step forward for us three.” 

One-Timers 

• Brutal break for 19-year-old rookie Nick Robertson. In his NHL regular-
season debut, the winger popped off the screen in his 2:20 worth of work, 
but suffered a knee injury when he was crunched into the boards by 
Drake Batherson. 

“It looks like he's definitely gonna miss some time,” Keefe said. 

More on Robertson’s status will be known after his MRI, which could be 
as soon as Sunday. 

• Jason Spezza skated less than seven minutes but was a perfect 10-for-
10 in the faceoff circle, a major reason Toronto won 63 per cent of its 
draws. 

Remaining Time -1:50 

Gotta See It: Stützle shows off incredible hand-eye for first NHL goal 

• Even goalie Jack Campbell had to tip his cap to Stützle’s incredible first 
NHL goal, a one-timed clapper plucked out of midair. 

“The only thing I could think other than 'I should've had it' was, 'I just want 
to shake his hand,'” Campbell said. “That was a heck of a play. What a 
young talent. It's good for the league.” 

• Keefe spoke highly of Campbell’s work in the victory. Toronto’s starting 
goalie for Monday’s game versus Winnipeg has yet to be announced. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Flames plan to best replicate in-game Saddledome 
experience 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 16, 2021, 12:14 PM 

 

The smell of popcorn won’t be wafting through the building, the Kiss Cam 
won’t be delighting viewers and the Coffee-Cup shuffle won’t be on the 
Jumbotron to prompt wagering between the dozen or two media folk in-
house. 

Try as the Saddledome’s game production crew might to keep things as 
normal as possible for Saturday night’s home opener, there are a few 
staples that won’t make the cut in an empty arena. 

Flames will still billow from the rafters after home team snipes, the goal 
horn and song remain the same and stadium announcer Beesley will 
provide the pipes to announce every scorer, penalty and last minute of 
play. 

Country star George Canyon will also be live, in-house Saturday to sing 
the national anthem, recordings of organist Willy Joosen will be sprinkled 
between whistles and the ice-cleaning crew will continue to shovel during 
TV timeouts. 

The two Flames’ game night staffers will sit in Section 218 at mid-ice, 
behind the camera stand, with an eye on keeping their fingers on the 
pulse of crowd reactions. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2021 

 

They’ll do so with the aid of a synthetic audio system provided by the 
league, complete with crowd noise courtesy of EA Sports. 

With the appropriately timed push of a button, their task is to punctuate 
every hit, near-miss, save, goal and fight with appropriate crowd 
reactions they’re accustomed to hearing in the Dome. 

“That will be their responsibility the entire season,” said Steve Edgar, the 
Flames’ manager of game presentation. 

“They are both avid hockey fans, knowledgeable about the game. Those 
were the two big points – you want someone who knows the fans well 
and your fan base and how they react.” 

At first, they’ll offer up a wide array of generic ‘oohs and aahs’ amongst 
dozens of other sounds, to provide a backdrop and enhance the 
storytelling of the game. As the season goes on, and their comfort level 
grows, they’ll add sounds unique to the Saddledome like Harvey the 
Hound’s drum beat, or the trumpet playing of a long-time local fan. 

“We want to get the Loooooooch chant in there and ‘Go Flames Go’ to 
help continue our C of Red elements you normally hear in the 
Saddledome,” said Edgar of synthetic crowd noise that will echo through 
the Dome and bleed onto the Hockey Night in Canada broadcast. 

“It’s cool, they’re at a table with two pads with 20 or 25 buttons that light 
up and are all associated with different sounds. Once they get 
comfortable with where every sound is it will be like playing a piano and 
will sound instantaneous.” 

Timing is everything, as was clear during the Flames’ two scrimmages 
when the Girard and Friesen were practicing crowd reactions and 
experimenting with levels. 

Their mission: compliment, not dominate. 

The league had audio specialists in both bubbles last summer, providing 
a similar in-house service, all with an eye on trying to make things as 
normal as possible for the players in a very abnormal time. 

That goal continues. 

“All of our in-arena components are built towards home-ice advantage, 
helping our players and our team succeed the best way we can with 
different elements like music, fire effects, the goal horn, goal 
celebrations, different videos – just things to enhance their experience as 
players competing in the game,” said Edgar, who has consulted with 
players and been working closely with GM Brad Treliving throughout the 
process. 

“Regular music during whistle breaks, an opening video, all in an attempt 
to keep routine for players. It’s a big part of what we’ll do.” 

Will Harvey the Hound be roaming the stands, making his presence felt? 

“We’ll just have to wait and see,” smiled Edgar, keeping a few tricks up 
his sleeve. 

“As we know in the past, he has marched to the beat of his own drum.” 

Saturday night’s production won’t include over-the-top player 
introductions that generally open a season. 

There will, however, be a tribute to long-time team president Ken King, 
who died March 11. 

After the lone anthem, the puck will drop on the first of ten Canucks vs. 
Flames tilts, and the baseline sound of every game/broadcast will begin 
via a manufactured crowd buzz on a three-minute loop. 

TV viewers will be struck right away by the red seat covers that ring the 
arena, making the team’s new home retro red jerseys pop. 

“You’re never going to get the look and emotion on a broadcast that you 
would with 18,000 people in the stands, especially in our building where 
people are all wearing red,” said Edgar. 

“But part of making those seat covers red is to try to mimic that. It’s a way 
for us to not only create pageantry but work with some of our partners too 
(with ads on the tarps). Under the circumstances I think the look on the 
broadcast will be awesome.” 

For the first time, Edgar’s team has had to shift its focus from entertaining 
fans in the stands, to try incorporating viewers watching at home. 

With that in mind, the team will be running its charity 50-50 online. 

“It is requiring us to become more creative,” he said. 

“For example, the coffee-cup shuffles. We’re devising ways to do those 
interactive games on your mobile device so people at home can continue 
to participate in Saddledome traditions like that with the help of our 
partners. With our Saddledome Live venue app we’ll have trivia contests 
and predictive gaming on our mobile app, like ‘which of these four 
defencemen will have the most ice time?’ 

“It’s such a unique opportunity for all of us.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.17.2021 

1199474 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' early struggles only a minor setback for ever-
improving Pettersson 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 15, 2021, 2:01 PM 

 

It has been 158 games since Elias Pettersson famously began his career 
with the Vancouver Canucks by scoring on his first National Hockey 
League shot against the Calgary Flames. 

The dazzling centre has been mesmerizing to watch in most of the 
games since then, becoming by age 22 one of the top players in the 
world. 

He has raised expectations – for himself and the Canucks – significantly 
since his debut 28 months ago. Where there was hope when Pettersson 
started, now there are demands, which is why he will again be a focal 
point when the Canucks visit the Flames on Saturday. 

A catalyst for the Canucks, their chief driver of offence since he arrived in 
North America from Sundsvall, Sweden, Pettersson and his line 
struggled at even-strength for most of Vancouver’s split of a 
doubleheader this week against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Please, let’s not call one assist in two games a slump. 

Canuck Nation, like most Canadian NHL markets, has a history of 
reacting to events with the steadiness of a seismograph during an 
earthquake. We’re two games into the 2021 season. 

But Pettersson and winger Brock Boeser have struggled to generate 
offence in five of the Canucks’ six periods without absent winger J.T. 
Miller, who, as far as we know, does not have COVID-19 but is subject to 
the B.C. health ministry’s 14-day quarantine period for coming into close 
contact with Jordie Benn. 

Benn, the Canucks defenceman, reportedly passed and failed a series of 
tests for the coronavirus but, ironically, may be allowed to return to the 
lineup before Miller. 

Miller’s impact is undeniable. 

Miller did not miss a game last season when the Canucks outscored 
opponents 62-36 with Pettersson on the ice at five-on-five. But in 
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Edmonton, where Pettersson and his teammates were run over Thursday 
by Connor McDavid, his expected goals-for percentage was just 32.2 and 
Vancouver was outshot 23-14 when he was on the ice. 

The Canucks’ top line was so poor in the 5-2 loss that coach Travis 
Green quickly separated Pettersson and Boeser from disappointing fill-in 
Jake Virtanen and lamented after the game: “The line just wasn’t doing 
anything. They weren’t playing very well. McDavid’s line was spending a 
lot of time in our zone so we tried to change it up a little bit.” 

That is about as blunt as Green has been with criticism of his top players. 

About to play their third game in four nights, with the road trip finale also 
against the Flames on Monday, the Canucks announced that Friday 
would be a day off and no one from the team was available to the media. 

“Absolutely, I can get better,” Pettersson told Sportsnet just before the 
trip. “That's what I'm working on every day. I'm never satisfied. I always 
think I can skate faster, protect the puck better -- all the small things that 
you practice to perfection. I mean, I'm still learning. I'm still young in this 
league. I'm aware of that. But I'm trying to get better every day.” 

That is part of Pettersson’s allure as a player, what endears him to the 
fan base. His fierce competitiveness matches his skill. He will know he 
needs to play better in Calgary than he did in Edmonton. 

Pettersson has sailed over every obstacle encountered in the NHL. 
These last two games? Right now, it’s barely a speed bump. 

In his pre-season interview, Pettersson said he learned a lot about 
himself last summer when the Canucks not only made the playoffs for the 
first time in five years but defeated the Minnesota Wild in the qualifying 
round before eliminating the Stanley Cup champion St. Louis Blues. 

“Every play mattered, every shift,” Pettersson said of his first playoff 
experience. “If you're slack on one shift, the other team can score a goal. 
That's playoffs. Things go fast. I would say all the simple things made the 
biggest difference, like getting the puck out, blocking shots, things like 
that. 

“It was a good learning experience for me to get a sense of what playoff 
hockey is. As a team, we played good -- one win away from the 
conference final. I'm really happy with the way I played, but also for the 
team. It was a good experience for all of us. We're just trying to build on 
that.” 

It’s worth remembering that Pettersson flourished in the Stanley Cup 
tournament even after first-line winger Tyler Toffoli was hurt in the 
playoff-opener, and remained so as Miller played through obvious injury. 

Not only did the 176-pound Swede withstand the heightened intensity 
and physical punishment of the post-season, he amassed seven goals 
and 18 points in 17 games. 

“Before the playoffs, I got to spend three months at home and work out 
and get in better shape,” Pettersson said, referring to the NHL shutdown 
last spring when the global pandemic began. “That definitely helped. But 
I did feel that I was better in the playoffs than I was in the season.” 

When the Canucks open their doubleheader against the Flames, 
Pettersson will be shooting against friend and former teammate Jacob 
Markstrom, the goalie Calgary signed in October to a massive six-year, 
$36-million contract. 

He is also likely to encounter shutdown defenceman Chris Tanev, who 
followed Markstrom to Calgary from Vancouver. 

“It was definitely hard seeing three good friends leave,” Pettersson said 
of Markstrom, Tanev and defenceman Troy Stecher, who signed with the 
Detroit Red Wings. “All three of those guys were here when I got here. I 
was friends with them right away, and all of them took care of me. So it 
was definitely hard to see them go. But I understand it's a business and 
all that. 

“All of us would love to have those players still. But step back or step 
forward? I don't know. We've got some really good new guys. We signed 

(Braden) Holtby, got (Nate) Schmidt in a really good trade. We can't think 
too much in the past. I stay in the moment now. I'm happy with the team 
we have now.” 

Pettersson was able to say goodbye to his friends in person because he 
spent the autumn off-season in Vancouver rather than returning to 
Sweden. With the pandemic, the time of year and quarantine 
requirements for travellers, Pettersson figured it was just smarter to stay 
in B.C. 

“I didn't really do that many things because of COVID,” he said. “But I 
enjoyed my time here in the off-season. It was weird, but in a nice way, to 
be here for a long time. It feels more like home here now. I've settled in 
even better.” 

Yes, he is becoming immune to rain. 

“As much as it's nice to have snow,” Pettersson said, “I'd rather have rain 
because I don't like the cold that much.” 

He is aware of the chill that the loss of Markstrom and others have had 
on the expectations of some for the Canucks this season. 

Asked if he likes the idea of being underdogs, Pettersson said: “Please. I 
mean, we've been under... what’s the word, underdogs? We've been 
underdogs since I came here. But honestly, we don't think too much 
about the outside noise. We know we have a good team. We like to hang 
out and play with each other. 

"But absolutely, it motivates me. I've been doubted all my life that I was 
too small. So honestly, it's nothing new to me.” 
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TSN.CA / Reilly to replace Wolanin on defence for Sens against Leafs 

 

By Brent Wallace 

TSN Ottawa Bureau Reporter 

 

Head Coach DJ Smith said Mike Reilly would replace Christian Wolanin 
on the blue line tonight for the second game of the back-to-backs with 
Toronto, but he said any other lineup decisions would be made after 
warmup. 

Colin White may make his season debut after being a healthy scratch in 
Game 1. 

“He’s got to skate. He's got to track, he's got to do all the things, 
forecheck, block shots, play solid in his own zone, and let the offence 
take care of itself. He's been fine. It's just a situation where we had some 
older players and some guys have played really well and it's not, he 
didn't play good. If he gets in here tonight, he'll get an opportunity and I 
know the guys really cheer him on and we'll be excited to have him.” 

Smith won’t announce his starting goalie. 

The Battle of Ontario had just 34 minutes in penalties on Friday night with 
2 roughing minors. There hasn’t been a fight between the two clubs since 
Mark Borowiecki and Matt Martin went at it on Oct.12’16 – 16 games 
ago. 

Expected Sens lineup vs Toronto – Jan.16 
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Robertson set to make season debut Saturday 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Nick Robertson will make his season debut replacing Alexander 
Barabanov, who logged just four minutes and 19 seconds of ice time last 
night. 

"Really just looking for him to make an impact on each shift that he gets,” 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. "I think he has the ability to do that. He 
showed that in the bubble. Probably the biggest area of development for 
him is some of the details away from the puck that will take some time to 
come. In addition to that, what I'd really like to see is how he's developed 
from a strength perspective over the off-season. He's put in a lot of work. 
How can he handle the physicality of the NHL and the strength of the 
defenders? He and I have talked about how that was a big area that I 
took out of the Columbus series that gave him some struggles as part of 
developing as a young player. He's got lots of energy and lots confidence 
and he'll be moving out there for sure."  

Robertson played four games in the series against Columbus last 
summer scoring one goal.  

Jack Campbell starts and Aaron Dell will dress as the back-up. Frederik 
Andersen skated this morning and now gets a full night off.   

"Part of our reasoning for that is with a day off tomorrow that will allow 
him to get a full day of hark work on the ice this morning without having 
the sense that he might have to go in," Keefe explained. "You'll see that 
pattern remaining as we have three goalies."  

Robertson draws in for Barabanov, Dell to backup Campbell for Leafs 

Nick Robertson will get into his first game of the season for the Maple 
Leafs, as he draws in for Alexander Barabanov. Sheldon Keefe also 
revealed that Aaron Dell will backup Jack Campbell as they do their best 
to juggle three goaltenders on their roster. 

Keefe is calling for his team to play faster on offence this season so they 
can better break down structured and competitive teams like the Ottawa 
Senators. 

"It's a mindset. It's really something we've worked at since Day 1 of 
training camp. Our focus is to speed a lot of things up that we're doing 
and attack the net a lot more. So, that was one of the most frustrating 
things as you come away from the game yesterday. We've been working 
on [being] able to win games like last night where it's difficult to get 
offence and teams play hard and are competitive and structured. We 
want to be able to win those games. We got to be able to find ways to be 
a good team in those environments. So, that's been the focus from Day 1 
of training camp and we failed to bring that to the ice yesterday so that 
was very disappointing and we had a discussion about that this morning 
and that was really the difference."  

Keefe actually felt like his team was in good position after the first period.  

"We just didn't stay with it and that's really what it's about," he said. "We 
wanted to be a team that can play well when it's hard for the duration of 
the game and it just shows we have a ways to go in that regard, but we're 
expecting our team to be a lot better in that area today."  

Keefe expecting more from Leafs' mindset in rematch with Sens 

Sheldon Keefe says they've been working on a specific mindset for the 
team since the start of training and to see their performance on Friday 
against the Senators was disappointing. He believes their mindset should 
help them win hard and tough games and that wasn't the case in their 
first loss of the year. 

TJ Brodie was on the ice for four of five Senators goals last night and 
spoke about the challenges adjusting to a new team after spending a 
decade in the Flames organization.  

"Systems-wise there's a couple things that are different than what I'm 
used to and then obviously the big thing is getting to know the guys," the 
defenceman said. "Everyone has their own tendency of what they like to 
do and the biggest thing is getting to know that and what guys like to do 
with the puck when they're in certain situations so you can be available 
for them." 

Brodie will lean on partner Morgan Rielly, the longest-serving Leaf, as he 
gets up to speed with things.  

"I can definitely be more vocal out there and let him know what's 
coming," Brodie said.  

Did Sens use doubters as fuel to make statement against Leafs? 

The Senators made a big statement with a convincing win over the Maple 
Leafs in their opening game of the season. Did Ottawa use the doubt 
among fans and experts as fuel? On the other hand, the Leafs did not 
look like themselves - especially TJ Brodie, who had a rough outing in his 
second game in a Toronto jersey. The TSN Hockey panel weighs in on 
that and more. 

Trailing in the first period last night, the Senators tied things up on a two-
man advantage. With his team already shorthanded, Alex Kerfoot jumped 
on the ice early leading to a too-many-men call. He was asked about the 
team's penalty kill, which has now allowed three goals on eight chances 
this season. 

"We've done a pretty good job when we get set, but we're giving up too 
many free opportunities," Kerfoot said. "A couple bad line changes. 
Obviously, mine last night was terrible and when you're on a five-on-three 
there's not much you can do on that play there. The first night against 
Montreal, just a couple bad, careless mistakes that lead to breakaways 
or easy chances against, but once we get into our set we've done a good 
job. We have to limit those easy plays." 
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TSN.CA / Canucks vs Flames Gameday Preview 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

VANCOUVER – It’s a night of familiar faces in different places as the 
Vancouver Canucks (1-1) visit the Calgary Flames (0-0-1) for the first 
time this season at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary. Former Canucks 
Jacob Markstrom, Chris Tanev and Josh Leivo all signed with the Flames 
in the off-season while former Flame Travis Hamonic has made his way 
to Vancouver. 

The Canucks split their season-opening series in Edmonton winning the 
opener 5-3 on Wednesday night before falling 5-2 on Thursday. 
Newcomer Nate Schmidt scored his first goal in Canuck colours while 
Tyler Motte had the other. Thatcher Demko stopped 41 of the 46 Oiler 
shots he faced, but was no match for Connor McDavid who registered a 
hat trick and added an assist. 

The Canucks have yet to score on seven power play opportunities in the 
early going this season. The fourth-ranked power play in the league in 
2019-20 has generated 11 shots and a number of decent looks, but has 
not been able to break through. It’s one of the reasons Elias Pettersson 
has just a single point through his first two games – a third period assist 
on a Brock Boeser goal in the season-opener. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2021 

 

Quinn Hughes has the team’s early-season point lead with 0+3=3 while 
Bo Horvat leads the Canucks with 10 shots on goal so far. The team 
managed just one first period goal in the first two games against the 
Oilers. 

After watching from the bench on Thursday, Braden Holtby is expected to 
return to the Canuck crease tonight. He stopped 28 shots in his Canuck 
debut on Wednesday. 

Tonight marks Brock Boeser’s 200th NHL regular season game. The 
2015 first rounder has 77+86=163 points in his first 199 games including 
his two goals on Wednesday night. 

The Flames return to action after a 4-3 overtime loss in Winnipeg on 
Thursday night. Elias Lindholm led Calgary with a goal and an assist 
while Matthew Tkachuk scored on one of his team-high five shots and 
Johnny Gaudreau had the other goal. The Flames scored all of their 
goals in the opening 20 minutes and took a 3-1 lead to the locker room 
after the first period. 

Jacob Markstrom allowed four goals on 34 shots including Patrik Laine’s 
overtime winner. Chris Tanev had an assist in his 20:22 of ice time. Josh 
Leivo did not figure in the scoring on right wing on a line with Gaudreau 
and Sean Monahan. 

Per Ben Birnell of the Utica Observer Dispatch, the last time Markstrom 
faced the Canucks organization was when he was with AHL San Antonio 
on February 26, 2014. A week later he was traded from Florida to 
Vancouver. 

Tonight is the first of 10 meetings between the Canucks and Flames. The 
Western Canadian rivals will play again on Monday night in Calgary. 
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USA TODAY / Another Dallas Stars game postponed because of COVID-
19; NHL reshuffles schedule 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Dallas Stars' COVID-19 issues will force them to miss another game 
and cause a major reshuffling of the NHL schedule. 

The Stars' games on Jan. 14, 15 and 17 are already postponed, and now 
their Jan. 19 game is, too. The defending Western Conference 
champions hope to be able to make their season debut on Jan. 22 
against the Nashville Predators. 

The NHL had announced on Jan. 8 that six Stars players and two staff 
members had tested positive for the coronavirus. On Jan. 12, the league 
put that number at 17, though it said most were asymptomatic and all 
were recovering without incident. 

Because of the schedule changes, the end of the regular season is 
pushed back two days to May 10. 

Jets cancel practice 

The Winnipeg Jets announced Saturday that they had canceled practice 
for the day because of a possible exposure to COVID-19. They had no 
further details. The Jets next play Monday evening at the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 
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