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Gold: Welcome to Nashville 

By Adam Gold 

In a normal season -- you know, the kind with 82 games that 
start in October -- two games below the standard of what 
Carolina Hurricanes hockey is supposed to be would not be 
concerning. But, with a 56 game season, all played within the 
8-team Central Division, this year is anything but normal. So, 
we can chalk is up to early season issues, bad ice or anUber 
Eats delivery mixup, but the Hurricanes have to play 
significantly better in Nashville tonight and tomorrow or we’re 
headed for a crisis. 

There just isn’t time for a slow start and Carolina looked so 
pedestrian for 120 minutes in Motown that even after the win 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour offered, “that’s not how it’s 
supposed to look.” 

There were too many mistakes in their own end. Poor puck 
management, miscommunication and blown assignments 
were evident in both games. It didn’t cost Carolina in 
Thursday’s opener, but it bit them in the short pants Saturday 
night. 

Meanwhile, the Predators swept a pair of games from 
Columbus, 3-1 and 5-2, and while picked to finish outside the 
playoffs in the Central, they’re still the team with Filip 
Forsberg (2 goals), Matt Duchene, Roman Josi, Ryan 
Johansen and Victor Arvidsson. You’ll also notice Hurricanes 
legend Erik Haula in the mix at center. Juuse Saros has 
started both of the Preds games so far, allowing just three 
goals on 74 shots for a .959 SV%. 

As of 5:00 pm Sunday Staal was still on the Covid-19 list so, 
barring circumstances that would remove him and allow him 
to play, expect Morgan Geekie to remain in the line up. And, 

while you’d much rather have your captain eating up space 
between Svechnikov and Necas (as was the case last 
Thursday in Detroit), this is another audition for Geekie to 
prove he belongs in the game group. 

If I were a player like Warren Foegele, I’d get back to playing 
an aggressive, physical game. Jordan Martinook is more 
valuable to the Canes playing on the wing. Geekie is a 
natural, smart, two-way center. If Rod Brind’Amour opts to 
leave him in the line up when Staal returns -- which was the 
case at the end of last year -- then someone has to come 
out. Right now, that someone would probably be Foegele. 

And, that’s not what you want when you’re trying to prove 
you deserve a long-term contract, is it Warren? 

No clue which goalie will get the nod tonight for the Canes. 
Mrazek was certainly not at fault on any of the three goals he 
allowed on Saturday and you could argue that he’s been 
Carolina’s best player overall through the two games. He 
split two starts against Nashville a year ago with a .930 SV% 
and is 9-1-0 in 10 career starts against the Preds with that 
same, stellar, 93% save rate. With a back to back set for this 
series, we’re going to see both goaltenders, and Reimer is 
also pretty good in his career against Nashville (4-1-0, .914 
SV%). 

Game time is 8:08 in Nashville. Air time on 99.9 the Fan 
starts with Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell at 7:30. Mike 
Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy have the call of the action. 
Following the game, Alec will have the Aftermath and don’t 
forget to subscribe to the Aluminum Company of North 
Carolina Canes Corner podcast which drops the morning 
after every Hurricanes game. 
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Preview: Hurricanes at Predators 

Canes set for back-to-back set in Music City 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - After splitting their two-game, season-opening 
series in Detroit, the Carolina Hurricanes head to Nashville 
for a back-to-back set against the Predators. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (1-1-0, 2 points) at Nashville Predators 
(2-0-0, 4 points) 

Monday, Jan. 18, 8 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Key Notes 

Milestones in Defeat: Though the Canes dropped a 4-2 
decision to the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday night, both 
Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie Hamilton recorded milestone 
point totals. With his primary assist on Vincent Trocheck's 
power-play marker in the third period, Svechnikov tallied his 
100th career NHL point. He recorded his 101st point later in 
the period with his second goal of the season. On Trocheck's 
same goal, Hamilton's secondary assist was his 300th career 
NHL point. 

Geek Squad: Morgan Geekie was recalled from the taxi 
squad and played his first game of the 2020-21 season on 
Saturday. In his season debut, Geekie recorded three shots 
on goal and two hits and was 4-of-7 in the faceoff dot in 
11;27 of ice time.Geekie burst onto the scene late in the 
2019-20 season with four points (3g, 1a) in his first two 
career NHL games. 

Numbers to Know 

82:44: Petr Mrazek surrendered his first goal of the season 
at 2:44 of the second period against the RedWings on Jan. 
16, and his shutout sequence of 82:44 marked the second 
longest season-opening shutout streak in franchise history. 

11-3-1: The Canes are 11-3-1 in their last 15 games against 
the Predators, which includes wins in seven of their last eight 
games of the series. 

7-5-0: Last season, the Canes were 7-5-0 in the first game of 
a back-to-back set. This marks their first of 10 back-to-backs 
this season. 

The Opposition 

2019-20 record: 35-26-8, 78 points (.565 points %), 4th in 
Central Division 
CAR vs. NSH in 2019-20: 1-1-0 
2019-20 leading scorer: Roman Josi, 65 points (16g, 49a) 
Key additions: Matt Benning (D), Mark Borowiecki (D), Luke 
Kunin (C) 
Key subtractions: Nick Bonino (C), Mikael Granlund (C), 
Craig Smith (RW) 

After being upset by the Arizona Coyotes in four games in 
the Stanley Cup Qualifiers, the Predators retooled their 
supporting cast around key pieces like forwards Matt 
Duchene and Filip Forsberg, defensemen Roman Josi and 
Ryan Ellis and goaltender Pekka Rinne. Josi won the 2020 
Norris Trophy after putting up career highs in goals (16), 
assists (49) and points (65) in 69 games, second among all 
NHL defensemen in each category. 

The Predators defeated the Columbus Blue Jackets two 
games in a row to begin the season. Nashville used a four-
goal third period to land a 5-2 victory on Saturday night, as 
they completed the two-game, season-opening sweep. 
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Nashville takes on division rival Carolina 

Carolina Hurricanes (1-1-0, third in the Central Division) vs. 
Nashville Predators (2-0-0, second in the Central Division) 

Nashville, Tennessee; Monday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Nashville takes on Carolina in a matchup of 
Central Division teams. 

Nashville went 12-7-1 in division action and 17-14-4 at home 
during the 2019-20 season. The Predators scored 39 power 
play goals with a 17.3% success rate on power play 
opportunities last season. 

Carolina finished 8-12-1 in division play and 19-13-3 on the 
road during the 2019-20 season. The Hurricanes scored 217 
total goals last season while collecting 380 assists. 

The teams square off Monday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Predators: Luca Sbisa: out (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Staal: out (covid-19). 

 

 
 
About Last Night: Canes’ effort falls short in game two  

The Carolina Hurricanes pick up their first loss of the year 
against the Detroit Red Wings. 

By Zeke Lukow 

Rod Brind’Amour may have gotten his Uber Eats delivered to 
Toronto, but it also looked like the team was in another 
country last night. The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the 
basement-dwelling Detroit Red Wings.  

I want to avoid hyperbole but after two games things are 
what they are. Losing to the Detroit Red Wings is terrible for 
your projected standings no matter when you take the loss. 
The Red Wings might be the last-place team in the division 
(Chicago could have something to say about that) and you 
have to take advantage of them every time you play them. 

I have been going back and forth in my head about whether 
you want to play a good team or bad teams out of the gate 
with the main issue being if you are sloppy out of the gate 
against a bad team you have a worse effect in the log run. 
With Detroit you need to win every game, with a better team 
you expect to lose one or two games in the season.  

Canes lose captain Jordan Staal  

Jordan Staal was added to the COVID list Fridaay. Staal had 
been playing on the second line with Martin Necas and 
Andrei Svechnikov. Morgan Geekie was elevated from the 
practice squad to the active roster after Staal was ruled out.  

While Brind’Amour praised Geekie before the game and 
liked that he knew what he had in the forward, it is still a 
significant drop off from your captain to a guy playing in his 
third regular-season NHL game. Center Vincent Trocheck 

was elevated from the third line to the second line to fill in for 
Staal with Geekie playing on the third line with Warren 
Foegele and Jesper Fast. 

The Canes felt his loss the most in the faceoff circle. In the 
first game, he took the essential draws, including the opening 
duels each period. With Staal three nights ago the Canes 
won 60% of their draws; last night they won just 47%.  

Aho Slow out of the Gates 

Again, I do not want any hyperbole while breaking down the 
second game of the season. With that being said, the Canes 
need to get Sebastian Aho going. He is a very streaky 
player, but once he gets his first we have seen him off to the 
races in the last two seasons. The Canes really need to see 
him net his first sooner rather than later. 

The top line of Nino Niederreiter, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravaineen has looked good in the first two tames, but we 
are still waiting on Aho’s first goal. He has the best hands on 
the team but is also known for being the most streaky player 
on the team. 

We know that when it comes to Aho he is a streaky goal 
scorer. He will go a long period of time before he scores, but 
when he does they come in bunches. In the last two 
seasons, his longest scoring droughts came before he 
scored his first goal. That is exactly what is happening now. 
The Canes really need to get him going as early as possible 
because once he is on, there is no stopping him. 
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Petr Mrazek, It’s Not Your Fault 

Letting up three goals on 20 shots isn’t anything to write 
home about. When you look at Mrazek’s play, however, the 
score could have been worse. He did stop multiple 
breakaway attempts and helped the Canes remain perfect on 
the penalty kill.  

When you look at the goals, two of them were high-danger 
chances. In both cases, the puck carrier was able to dish 
from below the goal line to a teammate who one-timed it into 
the net. A behind the goal-line pass is dangerous because 
like a cross-slot pass, it causes a goalie to completely 
change their field of vision and re-position completely from 
where they were.  

Looking Forward 

Again there is no reason to abandon ship after just two 
games. The Canes still have all the talent to get the job done 
in the long term, they just need to get used to NHL game 
speed. The top line still was able to drive possession and 
really dominate when they were on the ice. 

In both games they had chances that they failed to convert. 
With times and getting more comfortable on the ice we will 
see more of these converted. The Canes remain on the road 
for their next two games against the Nashville Predators in 
back-to-back games on Monday and Tuesday. Lets just think 
of this stretch as a “virtual state fair road trip” and reflect that 
the Canes opening the season on the road means that 
nature really is healing. 

 
Carolina Hurricanes at Nashville Predators: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Carolina Hurricanes look to get right against the 
Nashville Predators. 

By Zeke Lukow 

The Carolina Hurricanes look to rebound from their loss 
against the Detroit Red Wings with a win tonight over the 
Nashville Predators. Nashville currently sits at the top of the 
Central Division after beating fellow former Metro team, the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, in their first two games.  

This will be a fun one to monitor. In the last few years, the 
Canes and Preds have had a bit of a budding rivalry. There 
have been some very physical preseason games, but when 
you only play each other twice in the regular season it hasn't 
been able to fully bloom. This season will be a chance for the 
regional foes to fully explore their hatred. 

Vital Statistics 

Untitled 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Record 1-1-0 2-0-0 

Goals/Game 2.50 4.00 

Goals Against/Game 2.00 1.50 

Shots/Game 37.00 34.00 

Face Off Win % 52.9% 50.0% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.0% (13th) 0.0% (21st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 100.0% (5th) 100.0% (1st) 

ES Corsi For % 63.35% 49.27% 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

ES PDO 92.99 108.46 

PIM/Game 06:30 04:00 

Vital Statistics  

Goaltender #1 

Goaltender #1 

Category Petr Mrazek Juuse Saros 

Record 1-1-0 2-0-0 

Save % .912 .959 

GAA 1.53 1.50 

Goaltender 1  

Goaltender #2 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Pekka Rinne 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Goaltender 2  
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Game Notes: 

Jordan Staal is still on the COVID protocol list and Morgan 
Geekie will likely continue in the third line center role until he 
is able to come back.  

Filip Forsberg is the leading goal scorer for the Predators. He 
has scored a goal in each game so far this season. He has 
scored at least 21 goals in each of his first six seasons and is 
still on schedule to score 56 this season. (Yes I know this is 
a small sample size but stat projection season is great.) 

Sebastian Aho is a great goal scorer. In his four seasons on 
average, it takes him 8.25 games before he gets his first 
goal, but he scores 24 or more goals a year. The Hurricanes 

need him to get going sooner rather than later this season 
with just 56 games and a team struggling to finish. 

The Canes have this game and one more road game against 
the Predators before six straight home games, with two 
games each against the Florida Panthers, Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Dallas Stars. 

Andrei Svechnikov currently leads the Hurricanes in goals 
and points with two goals and three points. He is on pace for 
56 goals and 84 points with no signs of slowing down. He 
speaks the same language as Rod Brind’Amour when it 
comes to winning games. It is all about the “compete” and 
“effort” levels. 

 

  

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-welcome-to-nashville/19478062/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators/c-320402230 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-nashville-nashville-predators-tennessee-fe63fa956cdd44059cb941f9fa8dd50b 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/17/22235403/about-last-night-canes-effort-falls-short-in-game-two 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/18/22236667/carolina-hurricanes-at-nashville-predators-game-preview 
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Observations from the Hurricanes’ 4-2 loss to the Red Wings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 17, 2021 08:30 AM  

 

The Canes have played without Jordan Staal before and won without 
Jordan Staal before, but they needed him Saturday. 

The Canes could have used Staal’s physical presence in the defensive 
zone and in front of the net against the Detroit Red Wings. They needed 
the big center on faceoffs -- the Canes were 29-33 on draws after a 34-
23 edge in the opener. They needed No. 11, their captain, in what 
became a 4-2 loss. 

But now there’s the big uncertainty. Only the Canes and the NHL know 
the reason for Staal being placed on the league’s COVID-19 protocol list. 
Only the Canes know how many days they might be without him. 

“That’s what it looks like when he’s out of our lineup and we’ve got to 
figure it out,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on the post-game 
media call. “It’s a huge loss and we need guys to step up when someone 
like that is out and we have in the past.” 

BIG THIRD FOR SVECH 

Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov is the kind of player who can all but 
sleep-walk through two periods and then awaken and nearly win a game 
himself. 

Svechnikov was a non-factor the first two periods Saturday and 
Brind’Amour moved him around on the lines. Then, in the third, the power 
forward had a goal and assist and was the most forceful player on the 
ice. 

“We were trying to find some kind of traction and he took it on himself to 
get it going,” Brind’Amour said. “He knew he wasn’t playing great and he 
led the way in the third.” 

Svechnikov, to his credit, said he was disappointed in himself. He wasn’t 
ready, he said, from the drop of the puck. 

“It’s all about the mindset, right?” Svechnikov said. “I’ve got to play better 
from the start of the game. We’ve got to ready from the first minute. We 
had a meeting after the game and Roddy said it’s all about compete and 
he’s right.” 

DON’T BLAME MRAZEK 

Petr Mrazek played winning hockey in both of the first two games. That 
he won just once is more on the guys in front of him than on the goalie. 

“I don’t think we gave up that many breakaways all (of last) year,” 
Brind’Amour said after the loss. “We gave ‘em up in one game -- power 
play, everything, I didn’t know what I was watching at times.” 
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Mrazek made a nice glove save on a Vladislav Namestnikov shorthanded 
breakaway in the first period. He also fought his way through a late 
penalty kill in the third with the score tied 2-2, although Robby Fabbri 
scored off a Filip Zadina pass with a quick shot in tight seconds after the 
power play ended. 

TOO MUCH DOWN TIME? 

The Canes called off a Friday practice in Detroit and Brind’Amour 
generally conceded Saturday that might have been a mistake, saying his 
players “sat around” too much. 

“We needed to do something,” he said. “Sitting in a hotel and not getting 
around, I don’t want to say that’s why we started slow but I feel like I 
need to do a better job of figuring that out.” 

The Canes will not practice Sunday in Nashville, which is 
understandable. The Canes face the Predators in a back-to-back set 
starting Monday -- a lot of hockey early in the season. But it also means 
more sitting-around time in the hotel. 

COMING UP SHORT 

Hockey games, like most games, often are decided by a few plays. Or as 
Brind’Amour likes to say, inches. 

With less than four minutes left in regulation, the score was tied 2-2 and 
the Wings on the power play. When the Wings turned the puck over on a 
zone entry, the Canes’ Sebastian Aho soon had it shorthanded and 
drove to the net. Goalie Jonathan Bernier made the stop although he was 
unsure at first if the puck had trickled through him. So was Aho. 

A shorty by Aho, who had four shorthanded goals last season, might 
have been a back-breaker and game-decider. Instead, a minute later, 
Robby Fabbri scored for the Wings just after the power play ended for a 
3-2 lead. 

But there was another, more basic reason for the loss. As Canes center 
Vincent Trocheck succinctly put it. “They outworked us and wanted it 
more. The end result showed that.” 
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What's next for Nashville Predators' Mikael Granlund after immigration 
issues? Quarantine, of course 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Mikael Granlund has arrived in Nashville. 

That's the good news for the Nashville Predators and their forward. 

The news attached to that news, that he must quarantine for seven days, 
means he'll have missed at least the first four games of the abbreviated 
season by the time he's eligible to return. 

Couple that with Granlund missing all of training camp because of 
immigration issues in Finland and the Predators are in a predicament 
brought about by COVID-19. For now, Granlund is on the league's 
COVID-19 protocol list. 

Predators coach John Hynes said Saturday the team will not "rush" the 
Finnish forward back but expressed confidence that it won't take the 28-
year-old, seven-year veteran long to catch on. 

"It'll be no problem at all," Hynes said.  

While Granlund has fallen behind by not being on the ice with his 
teammates, he has at least been able to get a head start on things from 
afar. 

"Because he's a veteran player and he's a real smart player," Hynes 
said. "We send him all of our meetings. ... We've illustrated the teaching 
points. ... Lots of times it's just a refresher because he was here last 
year." 

There still will be some subtle changes that can't be taught via video, 
tactical things that will come only with actual practice. 

The real challenge, Hynes said, comes with coming out of quarantine. 

"Getting ready physically. ... It's just trying to have a really good feel 
where he's at. I don't think we'll rush anything. The wrong thing to do is 
just to throw them in, because we feel like he's a really good player and 
we want him in there. He's only going to be a really good player if he's 
physically ready." 

Something the team will gauge once he's allowed to come out of COVID 
hibernation. 

Where Granlund will slot in when after all that seems to point to the 
second line, centered by Matt Duchene. 

He's currently being flanked by newcomers Erik Haula and Luke Kunin. 
The Predators won't have to move anyone from the 23-man roster 
because they have a space already reserved for him there with 22 spots 
occupied. 

Granlund, who was acquired at the trade deadline in February 2019 from 
the Wild for Kevin Fiala, was signed as a free agent during the offseason 
on a one-year, $3.75 million deal. 

He had 17 goals and 13 assists in 63 games last season, but saw his 
minutes dramatically increase once Hynes took over as head coach in 
early January 2020. 

Granlund spent a lot of the long break from hockey with his family, 
including his infant son Milo. Granlund's wife Emmi gave birth to their 
stillborn child March 24, 2020. 
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Chris Driedger’s ‘long road’ led him to the Panthers — and a key role on 
Opening Night 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 17, 2021 10:47 PM  

 

He felt the nerves as he left the dressing room. Who doesn’t have nerves 
on Opening Night? 

He made his way to the ice, to the front of the net minutes before the 
puck dropped, donning a face mask featuring illustrations of Din Djarin 
and Grogu (Baby Yoda, as many know him) from Disney+’s “The 
Mandalorian” and trying to get his routine in place. 

The focus wasn’t necessarily on him as the Florida Panthers’ season-
opener unfolded against the Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday night. 

But Chris Driedger knew how big his role was going to be at the BB&T 
Center — and how big the moment was for him personally at this stage in 
his career. 

With Sergei Bobrovsky unavailable for Sunday’s season opener against 
the Chicago Blackhawks, still getting into game-shape after being 
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deemed “Unfit to Play” and holding a non-roster designation, Driedger 
was given starting goaltending duties for the Panthers on Sunday. 

Just like he did in spurts last season as Bobrovsky’s backup, Driedger 
impressed on Sunday. He stopped 23 of 25 shots that came his way, 
including the final six Chicago fired at him while his offense broke a 2-2 
tie with three unanswered goals to close out the game for a 5-2 win. 

“I was just trying to get in there and feel comfortable,” Driedger said. “I 
felt good. I felt relaxed. Other than a couple chances, we locked it down 
pretty good.” 

It was an opportunity that came because Driedger, nearly a decade after 
he was first drafted, finally has an identified, cemented role at the NHL 
level. 

The Ottawa Senators selected him in the third round in 2012. He signed 
a three-year entry-level on April 1, 2014, and made his NHL debut on 
March 26, 2015. 

But after played in just three games over three years with Ottawa, 
Driedger tested free agency. He signed AHL contract with the Springfield 
Thunderbirds, the Panthers’ AHL affiliate, in July 2018. A year later, he 
signed a two-year, two-way deal with the Panthers in February 2019 
before ultimately emerging as the Panthers’ primary backup goaltender 
to Bobrovsky. 

“It has been a long road for me,” Driedger said Saturday. 

It’s finally paying dividends. 

His first career start last season was a 27-save shutout against the 
Nashville Predators on Nov. 30, 2019. He would end up starting 10 more 
games during the season, going 7-2-1 with a 2.05 goals against average 
and .938 save percentage. 

“Guys got a little bit familiar with him around the net,” Panthers coach 
Joel Quenneville said. “I thought he had a lot of poise, patience. He used 
his size to his advantage. He kept the game very simple and I thought he 
really enhanced his opportunity to be an NHL goalie.” 

He started the Panthers’ final three games last season before the NHL 
shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic while Bobrovsky dealt with a 
lower-body injury. The Panthers went 2-0-1 in those three games (an 
overtime loss to Boston; wins against Montreal and St. Louis). Driedger 
gave up just four total goals and recorded a .955 save percentage. 

“He played big games at the end of the year last year,” Quenneville said. 
“He was our go-to guy. He handled a tough situation extremely well. The 
way he just keeps his composure and his coolness is pretty unique. He 
doesn’t change it one bit.” 

It was more of the same on Sunday. He had limited chances to make 
plays in the first period, with Chicago having just five shots on goal in the 
opening 20 minutes. The highlight, early, though, was his stop on a 
breakaway attempt from Blackhawks center Dylan Strome midway 
through the first period. 

He fought off a flurry of shots early in the second, including making a 
strong glove save on a Duncan Keith slap shot and then sprawling out to 
make a diving save on a Phillip Kurashev slap shot about 30 seconds 
later. 

Alex DeBrincat broke up the shutout bid with a power-play goal midway 
through the second period. Chicago tied the game with a Connor Murphy 
goal in a four-on-four situation with 17:07 left in regulation. 

That’s all Driedger would allow. Twenty-two seconds after Murphy’s goal, 
rookie Eetu Luostarinen scored a go-ahead goal as part of a three-goal 
third period for the Panthers. 

“It’s just a great feeling to step on the ice in the NHL,” Driedger said. 

He’ll get more chances throughout the season, albeit on a case-by-case 
basis. Bobrovsky, once he is cleared to play, will get the bulk of Florida’s 

goaltending responsibilities. That’s why he’s being paid $70 million over 
seven years. 

But since Bobrovsky only took part in three team practices during training 
camp, the Panthers didn’t want to rush him back too quickly. 

“We had it in our minds ‘Let’s target Tuesday,’” Quenneville said of 
Bobrovsky. “He’s on that path right now. He’s ready to go, but I think 
we’re being cautious and doing thing probably the right way.” 

Driedger has handled things the right way as well. And that gave him his 
opportunity on Sunday. 

“Last year was great for me to just come in and play some games, get 
some confidence and get this team hopefully confident in me,” said 
Driedger. “I’m just looking to take that forward into this season. [I’ve got 
those] rookie season jitters out of the way, so hopefully I can just take 
that energy and momentum and move forward into the season.” 
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Two scoring flurries lead Florida Panthers to season-opening win over 
Chicago Blackhawks 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 17, 2021 09:41 PM  

 

It took the Florida Panthers some time to get the offense going on 
Sunday night against the Chicago Blackhawks. That’s to be expected 
when nearly half of the 20 players on the active roster for the first game 
of the season are new to the team and there were all of 11 practices and 
no preseason games to get acclimated with each others. 

There were the seven new forwards — five acquired in the offseason and 
two rookies looking for their opportunity to break out in the NHL. At least 
one new face is on each of Florida’s four forward lines. 

There were two new defensemen, including one claimed off waivers just 
six days before Opening Night — a season opener that was delayed 
three days after their first two scheduled games of the season were 
postponed due to a COVID-19 outbreak within the Dallas Stars 
organization. 

And, for good measure, the Panthers had their backup goaltender in net 
with Sergei Bobrovsky opening the season with a non-roster designation. 

“It’s gonna take some time to get used to each other,” said forward Carter 
Verhaeghe, part of a new-look top forward line with fellow newcomer 
Anthony Duclair and established Panthers captain Aleksander Barkov. 

How much time exactly? About one period. 

Florida scored two goals within five minutes of the second period, held off 
a Chicago comeback bid and had a rookie score the game-winner early 
in the third period for a 5-2 win at the BB&T Center. The Panthers (1-0-0) 
are now 9-0-2 all-time when they open a season at home. Florida and 
Chicago (0-3-0) will play at the BB&T Center again on Tuesday to 
complete their first of four two-game sets this season as part of the 
NHL’s restructured regular-season to minimize travel during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Rookie Eetu Luostarinen, acquired by the Panthers from the Carolina 
Hurricanes last season as part of the Vincent Trocheck trade, scored the 
go-ahead goal with 3:15 into the third period when he took a feed in the 
slot from Verhaeghe and buried a shot past goaltender Collin Delia. 
Patric Hornqvist, a 13-year NHL veteran and two-time Stanley Cup 
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champion who the Panthers acquired in a trade with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in September, gave the Panthers an insurance goal less than 
three minutes later with a slap shot from the right circle. Jonathan 
Huberdeau, who also had two assists, closed scoring by tipping in a pass 
from Barkov on the power play with 3:05 left in regulation. 

It backed up Florida’s early-scoring from the second period, when 
defensemen Aaron Ekblad and Keith Yandle found the back of the net 
following a scoreless opening stanza. 

Ekblad scored with a slap shot from the right circle off the opening draw 
of the second period to give the Panthers a 1-0 edge 12 seconds into the 
frame. 

Yandle, who extended his Iron Man streak to 867 consecutive games, 
scored his 100th career goal about five minutes later when he took a 
pass from Huberdeau in the left circle and fired into an open net with 
Delia out of position. 

Yandle’s consecutive games streak is the longest active streak in the 
NHL and fourth-longest in league history. The streak dates back to since 
March 26, 2009. 

But until the second half of practice on Saturday, it looked as if Yandle’s 
streak was going to come to an end. 

For the bulk of the Panthers’ final week of practice, he was skating in a 
second group with the bulk of Florida’s taxi squad for consecutive 
practices, a sign that he would probably not be used on game day. There 
have even been reports about if the Panthers would ask Yandle to waive 
the no-trade clause in his contract and put him on the trade block. 

“It’s a tough situation,” coach Joel Quenneville said Sunday morning 
about Yandle. “... He handled it to move forward. He controlled what he 
could control and that’s make himself his best and as ready as possible.” 

Chris Driedger, starting in place of Bobrovsky, stopped 23 of 25 shots 
that came his way and made a handful of high-end saves. Alex DeBrincat 
broke the shutout with a power-play goal midway through the second 
period. Chicago tied the game with a Connor Murphy goal in a four-on-
four situation with 17:07 left in regulation. 

Luostarinen put Florida ahead for good 22 seconds later. 
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After appearing destined to be a scratch, Yandle will play in Panthers’ 
season opener 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 17, 2021 11:26 AM 

 

For the better part of the final week of training camp, all signs pointed to 
Keith Yandle being a healthy scratch when the Florida Panthers opened 
their season Sunday against the Chicago Blackhawks. He skated with 
the team’s taxi squad for consecutive practices, a sign that he would 
probably not be used on game day. 

And then, with about 30 minutes left in practice on Saturday, there was 
Yandle, joining the main group for their final full practice before Opening 
Night and working on a new-look power play unit. 

And there he was again on Sunday morning, full-go during the Panthers’ 
morning skate, splitting time with Radko Gudas and Anton Stralman for 
final preparations before the season starts. 

And there he will be on Sunday night, part of the 20-man roster that will 
be active when the Panthers open their season at 7 p.m. against the 
Blackhawks at the BB&T Center. 

Coach Joel Quenneville confirmed after Sunday’s morning skate that 
Yandle will be part of the lineup. 

This decision was anything but a certainty on the eve of the 2021 season 
There have even been reports about if the Panthers might ask Yandle to 
waive his no-trade clause and put him on the trade block. 

But for now, Yandle is playing, even if it didn’t look that way until nearly 
24 hours ago. 

The Panthers have had eight defensemen getting regular time on the ice 
during practice. Four defensemen were inevitable to be active: Aaron 
Ekblad, MacKenzie Weegar, Stralman and Gudas. Riley Stillman, Yandle 
and Gustav Forsling were the final three competing for the final two spots 
on Sunday. 

Yandle and Forsling are getting the nods for Opening Night. 

“I commend everyone in the situation,” Quenneville said of Yandle. It’s 
Probably a tough situation, not getting an opportunity. Everywhere, we 
have to make some tough decisions along the way and sometimes, I 
think whether it’s his teammates or himself, he handled it to move 
forward. He controlled what he could control and that’s make himself his 
best and as ready as possible.” 

POWER PLAY ROLES 

A factor that potentially played into the decision of Yandle and Forsling 
playing and Stillman being the likely healthy scratch: The power play. 

Yandle, who recorded 60 points on the power play the last two seasons, 
seemed to be out of the picture in the man-advantage during training 
camp. Aaron Ekblad quarterbacked the top unit that originally had 
Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Patric Hornqvist and Anthony 
Duclair as the four forwards. 

But on Saturday, when Yandle joined the main group on the ice, a new-
look, two-defenseman power play unit with Yandle, Ekblad, Barkov, 
Huberdeau and Hornqvist emerged. 

“It’s an opportunity for him to play,” Quenneville said. “You know, we 
didn’t give him any chance prior to that, and it was a pretty effective 
power play as well, so that’s something that we want to make sure gets 
off to a positive start. Hopefully we can take a break from the beginning 
here and have some consistency in it. We know the importance of power 
play structures. It creates a lot of offense and really helps your team 
game as well. 

Forsling, who the Panthers claimed off waivers on Monday, has been 
running the Panthers’ second power-play unit, which now features 
Alexander Wennberg, Owen Tippett, Anthony Duclair and Carter 
Verhaeghe. 

THE IRON MAN STREAK CONTINUES 

And with Yandle set to play on Sunday night, his iron man streak remains 
alive for at least one more night. 

Yandle, 34 and heading into his 15th NHL season, has played in 866 
consecutive games, the longest active streak in the NHL and fourth-
longest streak in league history. He has played in every single game of 
his career since March 26, 2009. 

Should Yandle play in all 52 regular-season games this year, he would 
move to second-place all time with 918 consecutive games played. The 
NHL record is 964, set by Doug Jarvis. 
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Huberdeau, Yandle propel Panthers’ rout of Blackhawks in delayed 
opener 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

JAN 17, 2021 AT 10:16 PM 

 

SUNRISE — Keith Yandle got his 100th career goal and Jonathan 
Huberdeau tallied three points and the Florida Panthers beat the Chicago 
Blackhawks 5-2 in their delayed season opener on Sunday night. 

Eetu Luostarinen scored his first NHL goal, and Aaron Ekblad, Patric 
Hornqvist, and Huberdeau also lit the lamp for Florida, which had three 
goals in the third period to pull away. The Panthers were to have played 
Dallas last week twice, games that were called off because of a COVID-
19 outbreak among the Stars. 

Alex DeBrincat and Connor Murphy scored for the Blackhawks. Collin 
Delia stopped 24 shots. 

As late as last Friday, it seemed as if Yandle was going to be scratched 
from this game and break his string of playing in 866 consecutive regular-
season games, the longest active streak in the NHL. Instead, Yandle 
scored the goal and extended his streak to 867. 

“Getting a win is the biggest thing but my 100th goal, it took a long time 
to get it and I’m happy,” Yandle said. “For me it was just being ready to 
go and scoring that goal solidified that work.” 

Yandle, whose status on Florida’s active roster was a hot topic during 
camp, scored in the second period. His goal made it 2-0, and he 
celebrated wildly afterward — a bit of an uncharacteristic reaction for the 
veteran defenseman. 

“Anytime I score I’m pretty excited and that was a special one,” Yandle 
said. “Anytime you get to put on a, you know, NHL jersey and be able to 
represent your team it’s a special thing.” 

The move paid off for the Yandle and the Panthers. 

“We have an understanding that everyone wants to play and play in 
certain situations,” coach Joel Quenneville said. “Yans gives us one of 
the best power plays in the league, and he’s been a significant piece on 
it.” 

The Blackhawks have given up 15 goals in three games. 

“I think around our net is a big part of it. I don’t think, right now, we have 
the right intensity that we need, and that includes all of us on defense,” 
Chicago’s Connor Murphy said. 

[Popular in Sports] Jimmy Butler, Avery Bradley out for Heat, nine others 
on injury report for Saturday vs. Pistons » 

SLOW START 

The Blackhawks are 0-3-0, the first time they have not managed even 
one point in the season’s first three games since 1997-98. This is only 
the 10th time it has happened in the franchise’s 94 seasons. 

“We know we have to be better, we’ve got to get a win. We didn’t give 
ourselves enough of a chance,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “No one 
likes losing but you show who you are by responding.” 

STILL GOING 

Yandle’s streak of games played is the fourth-longest in NHL history. He 
trails Doug Jarvis (964 games from 1975 through 1987), Garry Unger 
(914 games from 1968 through 1979) and Steve Larmer (884 games 

from 1982 through 1993) on the all-time list. Yandle has not missed a 
game since March 22, 2009, when he was with the Arizona Coyotes. 

KANE MILESTONE 

[Popular in Sports] Heat focused on turnover issues in hopes of turning 
around season » 

Patrick Kane’s assist on Chicago’s first goal was his 634th career 
regular-season assist. That tied Neal Broten for eighth place on the 
NHL’s all-time list among U.S.-born players. 

NEW FACES 

Of the 22 players on the opening night roster, only 10 played a game with 
Florida in 2019-20. 

ATTENDANCE 

The Panthers were 29th in the 31-team league in attendance last season 
but are the early leaders this season. They drew 4.147 for the opener; 
that’s more than the 2,329 that the Arizona Coyotes averaged in their first 
two home games. The Panthers and Coyotes are the only teams so far to 
have fans. Dallas, which is scheduled to open Friday, is also planning to 
have fans. 

The Panthers currently allow up to 25% capacity at games. 
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Game 1: Florida Panthers 5, Chicago Blackhawks 2 

 

Published on January 17, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

For a guy who came thisclose to not playing in the Florida Panthers 
season-opening game against the Chicago Blackhawks, Keith Yandle 
certainly played a big role in it. 

And isn’t that usually how it works out? 

Yandle, who was in jeopardy of being a healthy scratch and seeing his 
IronMan streak come to a close, fired off an odd-angled shot early in the 
second period to score and help lift the Panthers to a 5-2 win over the 
Blackhawks at BB&T Center. 

“Obviously getting the win is important, being able to contribute,” Yandle 
said postgame. 

The Panthers have now won nine of their past 11 season-openers on 
home ice. 

Florida and Chicago played a scoreless first period with Aaron Ekblad 
getting the first goal of the Panthers’ 2021 season 12 seconds into the 
second with a long shot through traffic. 

Not long later, Yandle got on the board with a wrist shot that also found 
its way past goalie Collin Delia for a 2-0 lead. 

Yandle, as one might expect after the week he had, was pretty 
enthusiastic about the goal. 

The Florida defenseman, whom coach Joel Quenneville hinted would not 
play Sunday as late as Friday, pumped his first as he bounded toward 
the Florida bench. 

Yandle appeared to high-five each of his teammates as he shouted to no 
one in particular — we think. 
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”Anytime I score, I am pretty excited and it was a special one,” Yandle 
said. “That put us up 2-0 and it’s always great to score. Seeing how 
excited the guys were for me definitely meant a lot.” 

Said Quenneville: “I was happy for him, he had a lot of fun with scoring 
and the bench was lit up. It was one of those moments that you can look 
back on and have a big smile. I am happy for him and it was a big goal 
for us. 

“But hey: Let’s move forward here. Let’s push each other in a positive 
way and be the best we can all be for each other.” 

By playing Sunday, Yandle’s IronMan streak — the longest active run of 
consecutive games played in the NHL — ran to 867 which remains fourth 
all-time. 

”For me, I had to be ready to go when I got the chance,” Yandle said. “I 
think scoring that goal helped solidify the work I put in, being ready to go. 
Seeing the guys’ reaction, they were real fired up for me. Anytime you 
get to put on an NHL jersey and represent your team is a special thing.” 

Chicago ended up tying the score early in the third period, but Florida got 
a pair of quick goals — rookie Eetu Luostarinen and veteran Patric 
Hornqvist scored less than three minutes apart — to give the Panthers 
some breathing room. 

Jonathan Huberdeau made it 5-2 with 3:05 left on a power play goal off a 
pass from Sasha barkov. 

Florida goalie Chris Driedger looked sharp as he started his first NHL 
opener, stopping 22 shots. 

Chicago is now 0-3-0. 

Sunday’s game was only the third in the NHL to have fans attend this 
season (the other two were in Glendale, Ariz.) with the Panthers 
announcing a crowd of 4,147. 

The BB&T Center is limiting capacity to 25 percent for Florida’s home 
games this season. 

”It was great, there were some funny signs out there,” Driedger said. “It 
was good to see the support from the fans. It’s pretty cool, pretty unique 
we’re able to do that. It was awesome to have some fans in there. 

”The atmosphere was good. It felt like a hockey game.” 

FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

The Panthers looked like a team playing in their first game after a long, 
long layoff and the Blackhawks looked like, well, the Blackhawks. 

There wasn’t much going on here in the opening period. 

Chicago appeared to take its first lead (of any kind) three games into the 
season when Pius Suter fed a streaking Patrick Kane at 12:32 of the 
period. 

Quenneville didn’t waste anytime challenging the goal as it was obvious 
Kane was a foot offside. The goal was pulled off and the game was 
scoreless going into the second. 

The Panthers coach gave full credit to video coach andrew Brewer for 
quickly jumping all over the replay — and said Kane shot him a dirty look 
over it later. 

“Our guys were on it right away,” Quenneville said. “[Ulf Samuelsson] 
said he saw it but the replay was at my feet instantly. It was one of the 
first times I ever told a referee ‘that is absolutely offside.’ You knew he 
was clearly off so we got a break.” 

Both teams had a power play chance in the opening period with Florida 
getting a shot on their one kick at it with Chicago getting three shots. 

The Florida penalty killers led by Sasha barkov, Eetu Luostarinen and 
Noel Acciari held the puck deep in the Chicago zone for a good 40 
seconds. 

”It definitely is easier when you get some shots to start it off,” said 
Driedger, who only had to make six saves in the first period. 

“It makes it a little more challenging when you don’t see shots for the first 
however many minutes of the game. That’s the way it is.” 

SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Aaron Ekblad got things cooking for the Panthers, firing off a shot from 
inside the blue line that found its way through traffic for a 1-0 lead just 12 
second into the period. 

Carter Verhaeghe was initially given credit for the goal as it appeared he 
stuck his stick out and redirected the puck. 

NHL officials later gave the unassisted, first goal of the Florida Panthers 
2021 season, to Ekblad. 

Not long later, Yandle made it 2-0 as he chased down a loose puck off a 
Jonathan Huberedau rebound, fired it at an odd angle and watched it go 
through. 

The goal was the 100th of Yandle’s career and he was obviously excited 
about it. 

Midway through the period, Yandle was hit with a holding call and he 
went to the box. Chicago cut into the Florida lead on a power play goal 
from Alex DeBrincat at 13:16 of the period. 

THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Chicago’s Connor Murphy — the son of original Florida defenseman and 
later assistant coach Gord — tied the score 2:53 into the period on a long 
shot that sailed over Drieder’s glove on a 4-on-4 chance. 

Florida had a power play chance snuffed out when Jonathan Huberdeau 
cut it short when he was called for hooking. 

Now tied at 2, Florida went on the attack with Luostarinen getting his first 
NHL goal as he charged in and one-timed a nice pass from Verhaeghe at 
3:15. 

A few minutes later, Hornqvist got his first as a member of the Panthers 
as he threw up a shot from the short wall that appeared to be deflected 
by a Chicago defender and through. 

Huberdeau all but ended things with a power play goal with 3:05 left to 
give him a three-point night in the season-opener. 

George’s Three Stars of the Game: 1. Keith Yandle; 2. Jonathan 
Huberdeau; 3. Eetu Luostarinen 

As it stands right now, the Panthers appear to have selected Dreidger as 
the backup to Bobrovsky. Philippe Desrosiers is the taxi squad goalie 
and that may continue. 

There is a thought within the Panthers that Sam Montembeault needs to 
get some playing time and that probably will not happen in Florida as the 
No. 3. 

So, Florida will keep Montembeault or Desrosiers around — but not both. 

One of these two will be headed to the shared AHL team in Syracuse 
and it could be Montembeault only so he can get some game action with 
the Crunch. 

— The Panthers are also expected to get defenseman Noah Juulsen this 
week and since the Panthers claimed him off of waivers from Montreal, 
he will take up the final roster spot. 

When Markus Nutivaara is cleared after starting the season (but since 
cleared) on the COVID-19 protocol list, he will also need a roster spot. 

Florida could decide to drop Riley Stillman off the main roster and onto 
the taxi squad. 

Stillman, scratched Sunday night in favor of Yandle, would not need to go 
through waivers to slide down. 
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Florida could also move one of its young waiver-proof forwards. 

Nutivaara would need to go through waivers to be added to the taxi 
squad. 

— Florida’s alternate captains this season: Hornqvist, Ekblad, Yandle, 
Huberdeau. 
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GameDay in Sunrise: Florida Panthers host Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Published on January 17, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

It may be a couple of days late, but the Florida Panthers are finally going 
to kick off their 2021 season Sunday night against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

The new-look Panthers were supposed to take the ice Thursday, but a 
COVID-19 outbreak within the Dallas Stars forced the postponement of 
Florida’s first two games. Dallas had to reschedule its first four. 

Story updated following morning skate 

There has been a lot of change within the Panthers since we last saw 
them in the Toronto bubble. 

Not long after Florida was dispatched in four by the Islanders, GM Dale 
Tallon’s decade with the Panthers came to an end. 

A few weeks later, Bill Zito was hired away from Columbus and he went 
about revamping the hockey operations department and the team’s 
roster. 

Final day for a chance to win a Panthers cap by purchasing a season 
pass to Florida Hockey Now! 

On the ice, Zito added 12 players either through trade, free agency or 
waivers including Patric Hornqvist, Radko Gudas, Anthony Duclair, 
Alexander Wennberg and Carter Verhaeghe. 

Florida did lose quite a few players including leading scorers like Evgenii 
Dadonov and Mike Hoffman as well as Mike Matheson, Mark Pysyk, 
Brian Boyle, Erik Haula and Lucas Wallmark. 

Wallmark, who was not made a qualifying offer as a RFA, is expected to 
be in the lineup for Chicago on Sunday. 

Due to all the changes, Florida captain Sasha Barkov said Friday that 
even though this his his eighth season with the Panthers, “everything 
feels new.” 

“We have a new team, new guys, new management and for a lot of guys, 
this is a new chapter of their life and their career,” said Barkov, the 
second-overall pick of the 2013 NHL draft. 

“Even for the guys who have been around here a long time, it feels the 
same. This is a fresh start with a new team. We have looked good at 
training camp, we had good pace and a good work ethic. Everyone is 
excited.” 

Added Jonathan Huberdeau: “We have new management, a lot of new 
guys and it obviously feels different. I like the energy in the room. We 
have some new leaders and I like that we’re on the same page. We want 
to have a winning culture here and we’re pushing forward.” 

With Mike Hoffman and Evgenii Dadonov out, the Panthers had to 
revamp their top power play unit. 

Right now, it looks like three players — Sasha Barkov, Keith Yandle and 
Jonathan Huberdeau — survived the purge. 

The Panthers haven’t been thrilled with their power play performance 
during training camp leading to Yandle getting a chance to work with the 
top group — including fellow defenseman Aaron Ekblad — on Saturday. 

Yandle is back in the lineup is expected to run the top power play unit. 

The Panthers announced their opening night roster on Wednesday 
afternoon and their were only a few surprises. 

Florida will carry 22 on the main roster right now (three players, including 
goalie Sergei Bobrovsky are on the non-roster/IR list) and five on the taxi 
squad. 

While the taxi squad players can jump into the lineup at any time as long 
as the team announces it before 5 p.m. on a game day, we’re not 
expecting anyone to make the move on Sunday. 

Later down the road, yeah. Brady Keeper looks like the main candidate 
to be the first to play. 

Bobrovsky apparently could have played Sunday but the Panthers are 
giving him another day to get ready. He is expected to get the start in 
Game 2 against the Blackhawks on Tuesday. 

Although it appeared Yandle would be scratched and his run of 866 
consecutive games would come to an end, he WILL play Sunday per 
Quenneville. 

This will be only the third time the Panthers have opened a season 
against the Blackhawks — and the first time on home ice. 

The Panthers’ first-ever game in 1993 came at Chicago Stadium with that 
historical game ending in a 4-4 tie. 

The two teams also opened the 2009 season in Helsinki. 

Florida Chicago Blackhawks Panthers 

Florida has found some success of late against the Blackhawks, earning 
at least a point in its past five games. Last year, Florida won in Chicago 
then lost in a shootout in Sunrise. 

The Panthers are winless in their past three (0-1-2) home games against 
Chicago. 

Florida is 11-9-1-3 in season-opening games but has won four of its past 
five. 

Per NHL Stats, the Panthers hold the NHL’s best points percentage 
when opening the season at home (.900). 

Over its past 10 home openers, Florida has not lost in regulation (8-0-2). 
The Panthers are 9-3-0 in their past 12 home openers. 

The Blackhawks continue their Sunshine State road trip after losing the 
first two games of their season in Tampa Bay. 

Chicago is without Jonathan Toews and Kirby Dach (he was hurt at 
World Juniors) as both were put on long-term injury reserve. 

The Blackhawks still have Patrick Kane, however, and he leads active 
Chicago players with 10 goals and 23 points against the Panthers. 

Quenneville, obviously, knows the Blackhawks well as he won the 
Stanley Cup three times and 452 regular-season games in his 10-plus 
years as Chicago’s coach. 

The Blackhawks fired Quenneville early in the 2018-19 season and 
Florida signed him to a six-year deal the day after that season ended. 
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Steven Stamkos’ terrific start, new look power play: Lightning film session 

 

By Joe Smith  

Jan 17, 2021  

 

The Lightning started the season the way they wanted to. 

They swept a two-game series with the rebuilding Blackhawks at Amalie 
Arena, unveiling their Stanley Cup banner in the process. They showed 
off their deep offense (10 goals in two games) and a stout penalty kill, 
which carried them in the playoffs and in the third period of their win 
Friday. 

Steven Stamkos looks terrific. 

Cal Foote made a successful debut. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy picked up where he left off. 

But there was also the team’s first off-ice scare, with backup goaltender 
Curtis McElhinney their first player to land on the COVID-19 protocol list 
Saturday. The good news is that no Tampa Bay player was added to the 
list Sunday, and we should know more Monday when the team returns to 
practice. 

What does McElhinney’s presence on the list mean for the Lightning? 

What do we make of the first week of the season? 

We watched some video, looked through some stats and chatted with 
Lightning color analyst Brian Engblom, a two-time Cup winner, on what 
stood out in the first two games. 

Coleman, line the driver 

Blake Coleman crashed the crease in the second period Friday night, 
and he had company. 

Coleman had started the play with a takeaway just above the blue line, 
and now he was trailing linemate Yanni Gourde and Barclay Goodrow, 
who darted through from the other side. They were in unison, supporting 
each other, with Coleman pouncing on a loose puck at the net and giving 
it three whacks before it went in. 

It wasn’t fancy. It was workmanlike, relentless and perfect execution. 

“You’re going to see a lot of those from our line this year,” Coleman said 
with a smile. 

The line, put together for the first time last summer, was the Lightning’s 
dynamic and momentum-changing trio throughout their Stanley Cup run. 
The top line with Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov and Ondrej Palat 
carried the team offensively, but they don’t hoist hockey’s holy grail 
without the Gourde line providing the sandpaper and altering their 
identity. 

“We set the standard,” Coleman said. 

It should be little surprise that coach Jon Cooper started camp and this 
season with the trio together, and they’ve picked up where they left off. 
Coleman said they don’t feel like they have to change their style, no 
matter how teams try to adjust, because it’s their drive and discipline that 
will bring success. 

The line was in on two of the Lightning’s five goals in Friday’s 5-2 win 
over the Blackhawks and has been their most productive one so far, 
boasting a 63.3 Corsi For percentage in 18:15 5-on-5 minutes, according 
to Natural Stat Trick. They’re outshooting opponents 12-6 when they’re 
on the ice and haven’t allowed a goal. 

The top line of Point, Palat and Stamkos, by comparison, has a 54.55 
Corsi For percentage and 15-13 shot advantage through two games at 5-
on-5, including three goals. 

“I think from the start of camp, we’ve been building our game,” Coleman 
said. “You can depend on those guys going hard on the forecheck. We 
want to make plays and we’ll be matched this year against some good 
players so we have to be responsible. We don’t want to settle, we want to 
help the team at both ends.” 

Coleman, who had a whirlwind arrival in Tampa Bay last year at the 
deadline, has looked a lot more comfortable and confident. You can see 
how Coleman is a two-time 20-goal scorer, and I’d expect more offense 
out of him this season; he had zero goals in his first nine regular season 
games with Tampa Bay before popping in five in the postseason. 

And through two games, Coleman leads the Lightning in shot attempts 
(9), unblocked shots (7, tied with Point), scoring chances (8) and high-
danger chances (4). Take a look at Coleman’s crafty assist on Gourde’s 
insurance goal in Friday’s third period, faking a shot and slipping a pass 
through a Blackhawks defender’s legs to Gourde, who was screaming for 
the puck. 

Stamkos looks ‘fabulous’ 

Everyone wondered what Stamkos would look like after having a second 
core-related surgery over the summer. 

Well, if the first two games are a sign of things to come, Stamkos could 
be in for a special season. Stamkos said this is “the best I’ve felt in a long 
time,” and it looks like it on the ice. He’s flying around, making plays, 
throwing his body into traffic areas. Stamkos has a team-high five points 
in the first two games. 

“Stammer looks fabulous,” Fox Sports Sun analyst Brian Engblom said. 
“It’s pretty amazing to see how good of shape he’s in, how smooth 
everything looks. The points are a necessity for him because of his 
stature in the league. Like the Crosbys and Ovechkins, everyone looks at 
their stats at the end of the night. But with Kuch out, you know Stammer 
is saying to himself, ‘I’m going to be that guy, I’m going to bring it even 
more.’ 

“There’s just an ease to his game.” 

Watch Stamkos’ confidence and assertiveness offensively, like on this 
highlight-reel assist on Point’s goal in Wednesday’s opener. It’s hard to 
believe Stamkos was playing in his first full game in nearly 11 months, 
aside from his iconic two minutes, 47 seconds in Game 3 of the Cup 
Final. Cooper noted the biggest challenge with Stamkos coming back 
from injury was a mental one, and it seems like there are no roadblocks 
there. 

When I wrote my profile on Stamkos’ Cup chase, it struck me how Cup 
winners say winning a championship changes them. Martin St. Louis said 
the title gives you more confidence as a player. Mike Modano said it’s 
like a weight lifted off your shoulders, that a Cup “completes your career” 
and allows you to just play and not worry about the pressure, or critics, 
anymore. 

I can definitely see that in Stamkos. 

“Being a Cup champ is huge for him,” Engblom said. “Like all the star 
players in the past that went through it, Ovechkin, he has that demeanor 
about him, like a weight has been lifted. He can just go play. He can just 
be Steven Stamkos and not have that in the back of your mind, that 
pressure.” 

Sergachev has a Cup. He’s got the new contract at $4.8 million AAV the 
next three years. 

His image is on the wall in Thunder Alley next to Conn Smythe winner 
Victor Hedman. 

And on the ice, Sergachev continues to receive a larger role. He’s 
averaging 21:09 through the first two games, behind only Hedman 
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(24:51) and Ryan McDonagh (22:46). While Sergachev is technically on 
the third pair, Cooper has made sure the young Russian defenseman 
has received a hefty workload and tough matchups. He’s on the penalty 
kill, sometimes with Hedman. 

Sergachev earned the coaches’ trust midway through last season when 
he became a two-way force. While Sergachev has played with several 
defensemen in the first two games, from rookie Cal Foote to Luke 
Schenn and Jan Rutta, the most consistent partner has been Hedman, 
playing 10:10 overall, 6:18 at 5-on-5 (50 percent Corsi For rating). 
Sergachev is at 55.7 Corsi For percentage overall, showing the type of 
toughness and physicality in his own zone that’ll make him one of the 
most relied upon on the blue line. 

Remember how the Lightning sheltered Sergachev in his first few years 
in the league, giving him 70.2 percent of offensive zone starts as a rookie 
to 53.8 percent and 54.7 percent the next two seasons? It’s a small 
sample, but Sergachev is at 31.6 percent offensive zone starts this year. 

“He’s one of the new pillars they’ll have for years,” Engblom said. “He’s 
going to have a fabulous year — he’s primed now. They weren’t 
protecting him anymore in the playoffs, he got more and more ice time. 
He played against top guys more than he ever did before. He’s got 
incredible skills, very few guys can move like him, especially with the 
puck and walking the blue line. I think he can be one of those guys that 
can give you 12-15 goals and still give you all the other facets of the 
game.” 

More power play movement 

I asked NBCSN analyst Patrick Sharp the other day what the Lightning 
should do without Nikita Kucherov on the power play. 

“They should try something completely different,” said Sharp, a three-
time Cup winner with the Blackhawks. 

Sharp’s point was that Kucherov is so unique, you’re not going to replace 
what he does on the power play and how he does it. Alex Killorn pointed 
out how Kucherov loved to slow things down on the right side, drawing 
attention and finding openings for teammates. But during camp and the 
first two games, what I’ve noticed the most was how much more 
movement there is on the top unit. 

With Point on the right side, he’s darting up and down, providing an 
offensive threat and drawing defenders. You saw it on Stamkos’ power 
play goal in the first game how the movement between him, Hedman and 
Point made for an easy goal. 

“It’s the motion,” Engblom said of the power play. “The thing Kucherov 
does is he slows it down all the time. It’s predictable and he gets the job 
done his way. The way he sees the ice, not many guys can do it, but he 
draws attention. Point can’t stand still. He’ll go up and down, he’s got 
speed changes, one of his many gifts. That little burst he has, he can 
drive the net. 

“When he’s moving, other guys move. And it creates different looks.” 

Another key wrinkle is Hedman and his aggressive shooting mentality. 
The 11 goals Hedman scored in the postseason, when he admitted he 
wanted to help make up for the loss of Stamkos, appears to have given 
him more confidence. When Hedman is a threat up top and shooting, it 
draws more defenders to the middle, and as you saw on Palat’s goal in 
the opener, it can be effective. 

Vasilevskiy sharp from start 

One of the new sound effects piped in at Amalie Arena this season is a 
lion’s roar when Vasilevskiy makes a big save. 

I’ve heard it quite a bit so far through two games. 

While the Lightning beat the Blackhawks twice by a combined score of 
10-3, they had some issues with slow starts in both games. Vasilevskiy 
was there to be a calming force, making some key saves early on, or 
else it could have been 1 or 2-0 Chicago in the opener. Both Cooper and 

his players have talked about how it’s taking a bit to get their timing back 
after an abbreviated camp. Vasilevskiy has given his teammates the 
comfort of knowing that every mistake won’t end up in their own net. 

Had Vasilevskiy not made this sprawling stop at the end of the second 
period Friday, the Blackhawks would have erased a three-goal deficit and 
tied it up heading into the third. Who knows where the game goes from 
there? 

Cooper said Vasilevskiy’s workload should be proportionally similar to 
previous years. If the Vezina Trophy winner starts between 65-70 percent 
of his team’s games, as usual, that’s between 37-40 starts in the 56-
game season. 

With McElhinney going on the COVID-19 protocol list Saturday, it’s 
unclear when he’ll be available next. But since Tampa Bay had five days 
between games, Vasilevskiy could easily start the next two in Columbus 
on Thursday and Saturday. 

“Vasy is an elite goaltender in this league,” Cooper said. “He’s not going 
to make all the saves, but he’ll make a lion’s share of them and make the 
big ones when you need them. You need our goaltender to make all the 
saves he’s supposed to and make some he probably shouldn’t. That’s 
what Vasy has done for us. He’s started off the year exactly the way we 
all wanted him to.” 

What does McElhinney on COVID-19 protocol list mean? 

McElhinney getting put on the COVID-19 protocol list certainly isn’t ideal. 

But it doesn’t necessarily mean the Lightning are bound for an outbreak, 
like the one that temporarily shut down their facility last summer. 

Just because McElhinney is on the list isn’t a confirmation that he tested 
positive for the coronavirus. It just means he wasn’t available to practice 
for those days, which could be for a variety of factors. The league doesn’t 
specify why a player is on the list, with other reasons being that a player 
received an unconfirmed positive test or was being placed in quarantine 
as a high-risk close contact of someone who did test positive. 

While McElhinney remained on the list Sunday, the good news is that no 
other Lightning player was added. 

We’ll know more Monday when the Lightning return to practice and if 
there are any other players missing. The team did take both Saturday 
(scheduled day off) and Sunday (initially scheduled to practice) off, which 
could have been a precautionary step. Tampa Bay doesn’t play until 
Thursday in Columbus so there is time for McElhinney to go through 
some days of quarantine and additional tests. 

The NHL protocols include social distancing and mask-wearing 
measures when the players are not on the ice. Players have essentially 
been told to avoid contact with the general public, which includes not 
signing autographs after practices or games. Palat said players still get 
out of the house and enjoy the outdoors, but pointed out he doesn’t go 
into restaurants or other public spots. Players are tested daily for the first 
four weeks of the season, with it potentially moving to every 48 hours 
after that. 

Cooper was asked last week if he’d consider separating teammates, like 
the Bruins are doing with their two goalies, to prevent any spreading. 

“I don’t know if separating your teammates is going to do a whole heck of 
a lot, since we’re with each other all the time,” Cooper said. “We’re 
playing games, we’re in the trenches together, so I think the onus is on 
all of us to make sure we look after ourselves so we don’t put ourselves 
or put our team in situations. Because if you do have one or two players 
get it, I think it’s going to have a trickle-down effect to more than just 
those two players. 

“You have to have trust in your players. And we have to implement 
strategies and ways so guys are not co-mingling with the general public 
on a daily basis, just because we need to keep ourselves out of the 
situation so we can continue to play.” 
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According to the league’s protocols, any player who receives an initial 
positive result must self-isolate even if asymptomatic, with the team 
beginning contact tracing. If a second test on the initial sample comes 
back positive, the player’s test is confirmed and the player must continue 
isolating. To exit the protocol, a player must exhibit no symptoms and 
produce two negative tests over a 48-hours span. 
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Sportsnet.ca / J.T. Miller's return could be boost Canucks need after slow 
start 

 

Iain MacIntyre 
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It wasn’t a Sunday medical miracle that allowed J.T. Miller to suddenly 
rise from COVID-related quarantine and re-join the Vancouver Canucks 
in Calgary; it was health authorities in B.C. 

Now, if the infectious disease specialists can find a way to help the 
Canucks’ power play and penalty killing, the National Hockey League 
team will feel fully healthy again. 

Miller was never sick. He was just treated that way due to his close 
contact with teammate Jordie Benn, who is still home in Vancouver after 
a series of positive and negative tests for the coronavirus. 

It’s not surprising that Miller is fit to play. What is a little surprising is that 
the team’s leading scorer from last season, a hugely influential leader on 
the Canucks, is back so soon when the B.C. Centre for Disease Control 
guidelines explicitly mandates a 14-day quarantine period for residents 
who are deemed to be a close contact of anyone testing positive for 
COVID-19. 

Miller returns to the Canucks lineup Monday night against the Calgary 
Flames only seven days since the winger was put in quarantine and six 
days since the Canucks departed for their season-opening road trip 
without him. 

“It sucks completely,” Miller said of missing the first three games, two of 
which the Canucks lost due to poor special-teams play. “This is my job 
and I train for this, and I've done three quarantines now in the last six 
months, so it's not ideal at all. 

“But I think all you can do to stay sane is just try to enjoy the family time. 
That's all you can do really; it's kind of the world we live in now. Kind of a 
crappy year, so it was pretty fitting that I had to miss the start. But at the 
same time I tried to look at the positives, and I had a great time with the 
family.” 

Asked to explain his quarantine protocol and how he is back sooner than 
expected, Miller said: “I understand there's a lot of interest, but I'm not 
really going to get into details. It's not my job to really go over that but, 
like I said, I was cleared and I'm here and I'm happy to be here. And 
that's pretty much all I want to give. 

“Obviously, this thing spreads like wildfire, so I think it's important 
everybody's doing the things they can control. This has got to be another 
part of your job... watching what you're doing and being smart, sticking 
with your family. Just following protocol and guidelines is all we can focus 
on. It has been a roller coaster of emotions a little bit from the frustration 
standpoint.” 

The NHL has guidelines, too, established in conjunction with health 
authorities in Canada and the United States. 

The league’s Positive Tests Protocols states on page 11 that the length 
of the quarantine period for close contacts can be seven, 10 or 14 days 
depending on the “likelihood that the person has contracted COVID-19” 
and other factors. 

“All such determinations shall be made in consultation with, or pursuant 
to, guidance from local public health authorities,” the document states. 

Miller has tested negative every day since he arrived in Vancouver from 
his Pittsburgh home in December. Vancouver Coastal Health, which has 
regional jurisdiction over the Canucks, had to clear him to return to the 
team. 

Miller flew to Calgary on a private jet and the NHL did not apply the 
seven-day travel quarantine that was required of all players returning to 
their NHL cities before the season. 

“I wasn’t sure when we’d have him back,” Canucks coach Travis Green 
said. 

Remaining Time -0:31 

Miller 'chomping at the bit' to return to Canucks lineup 

Miller arrives just in time. 

After an impressive opening-night win in Edmonton on Wednesday, the 
Canucks lost games to the Oilers and Flames by an aggregate score of 
8-2. Vancouver penalty-killing allowed five power-play goals and, more 
surprisingly, a Canucks power play that finished fourth in the NHL last 
season is in a 0-for-11 slump. 

Also indicative of Miller’s absence, star linemates Brock Boeser and, 
especially, Elias Pettersson have been outplayed and ineffective at even-
strength apart from the third period of Game 1. 

According to naturalstattrik.com, high-danger scoring chances are 13-4 
for the opposition when Pettersson is on the ice and the Canucks’ best 
forward has an expected goals-for share of just 37.8 per cent. 

“Individual play isn’t indicative of who’s in the lineup,” Green said. “Does 
it affect your team when certain players are hurt? Yeah, for sure. I guess 
how you feel as a player or team when you’re dealing with COVID, that’s 
a little different for everyone probably. There have been a lot of teams in 
the league that have probably gone through that already, and we hadn’t. 
But as far as a player being out of the lineup, we don’t treat it any 
differently than we would for any other (injury). You’ve still got to go play 
and win.” 

Miller wasn’t the only positive news for the Canucks on Sunday. Key 
defenceman Alex Edler, who suffered a skate cut to his leg during the 
third period of Saturday’s 3-0 loss, practised with the team. Star 
defenceman Quinn Hughes, who logged 26:13 of ice time against the 
Flames, was given a maintenance day but should be fine for Monday. 

If nothing else, Miller’s return will boost the Canucks psychologically. 

“You just sense his presence on the ice,” defenceman Nate Schmidt 
said. “It's only been a few days but it's very noticeable that he hasn't 
been here. He brings a lot of energy, always barking. The group was 
definitely excited to see him today.” 

Almost as excited as Miller was to see them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / One question facing each Canadian team after frantic 
North Division start 

 

Rory Boylen 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 18, 2021 

 

January 17, 2021, 1:25 PM 

 

The North Division has not disappointed through four days of action. 
We've seen thrilling overtime, heated physicality, and the storylines we've 
been waiting months to talk about are beginning to unfold. 

We're not even a week into this experiment and the all-Canadian 
matchups have us drooling. 

There are no North Division games on Sunday, so we can take a breath, 
evaluate what just happened, and look forward to what it could mean 
over the next seven days. 

Here is a question facing each of the seven teams over the next seven 
days. 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! Livestream 
over 500 NHL games, blackout-free, plus the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Toronto: How will the starts be handed out? 

It's not a goaltending controversy in Toronto yet, but the seeds for one 
have been planted. No, it wasn't an indication of anything that Andersen 
didn't dress Saturday -- better to give him a day of work in practice 
without the potential of having to play in relief if you can. That's the luxury 
of having Aaron Dell as a third-stringer (or at least it was, before Dell was 
placed on waivers Sunday). 

But we know Andersen has been a historically slow starter to seasons, 
and usually there's time to let that get sorted out. That's not the case 
when 56 games are crunched into four months -- you can't sit back and 
just wait for that course to correct. Because what if it doesn't? Andersen 
is 31 years old and coming off the worst season of his NHL career. Odds 
are he settles in as a difference maker again for Toronto this season, but 
no one wants to talk about the other possibility: there is a non-zero 
chance his absolute best seasons are gone. 

Campbell was good in his first start, making a few timely saves that 
Andersen largely hasn't so far. But he also played behind a Leafs team 
that gave its absolute best Saturday night, outshooting the Senators 40-
19. 

It's not clear how much longer Dell will be part of this mix. Nick 
Robertson's injury has complicated matters and forced Dell to waivers in 
order to clear room for a player recall, where it seems likely he'll be 
claimed. Suddenly, the comfortable depth in goal would vanish. 

Remaining Time -0:26 

Robertson forced to leave game with knee injury 

But, really, something would have had to go wrong for this to ever be 
Dell's crease. It has to be Andersen's, but if he's going to stay cool for a 
while Campbell will be given a chance to take the reins for a stretch. If 
that happens, Leafs Twitter will be ablaze with takes. 

Andersen was always the biggest story in Toronto this season, the last 
on his contract. Would he play well enough to get this team over the 
hump, or to earn an extension when the goalie market to replace him is, 
at best, foggy? It's been a rocky start, but too early to draw conclusions. 

Still, with three home games against Winnipeg and Edmonton this week, 
it's already become a talking point about who should start. And there is 
some merit to the idea of letting Campbell build on his own confidence. 

Edmonton: Can Mikko Koskinen hold the line? 

If you picked the Oilers to win the Canadian division this season, you 
were betting on Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl to carry them there, 
and probably hoping for some improved team defence as well. It wasn't 

the goalies who grabbed your attention and inspired you to pick the 
Oilers. 

Let's face it -- returning Koskinen and Mike Smith to the crease left the 
Oilers with a big question. Sure, the team in front of those netminders 
needs to learn from their qualifying round loss to Chicago and get better 
at protecting the net in Year 2 of Dave Tippett's tenure. That buy-in and 
progression needs to be seen. 

But in Montreal with Carey Price, Winnipeg with Connor Hellebuyck, 
Calgary with Jacob Markstrom and even Toronto with Andersen, you'd 
expect those starters to rise above and lead their teams to a win here 
and there. The Oilers saw that firsthand Saturday, when Price turned a 
tight game into a 5-1 blowout. Everyone has a weakness in this division 
and this, on paper, is Edmonton's 

Their situation got a little more dire already when Mike Smith went on 
LTIR and their preferred third-stringer, Anton Forsberg, was gobbled up 
on waivers first by Carolina, and then by Winnipeg. Edmonton claimed 
Troy Grosenick off waivers, a fine minor leaguer four years removed from 
being the AHL's goalie of the year and coming off a .920 save 
percentage season. He's 31 and quarantine rules mean he won't 
immediately be available. Certainly not for the upcoming road games. 

Heading into a stretch where the Oilers play Montreal Monday at home 
before setting off on a four-game trip to Toronto and Winnipeg -- to face a 
couple of teams that can come at you in waves of offence -- the Oilers 
have Koskinen, 22-year-old Stuart Skinner (.892 in 41 AHL games last 
season), and ... an EBUG? 

"What the Oilers are looking at is: are there any amateur goaltenders in 
quarantine in those two cities they could use as a No. 3 in those two 
particular situations," Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman reported during the 
Headlines segment of Hockey Night in Canada. "That's how they're going 
to try to navigate this for the next little while." 

Unless Koskinen strings a few Vezina-worthy performances in a row, 
Skinner is likely to get a start in here. But it's the Finn who will be leaned 
upon during this stretch. It's all on him for now, where with Smith at least 
there was comfort in trusting one of them could be hot at a given 
moment. 

Koskinen has allowed five goals in two of his three starts thus far, but 
Edmonton's leaky defence in those games was the bigger concern. His 
38-save win in the second Canucks game on a back-to-back was, at 
least, encouraging, and deserving of kudos. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Calgary: Has the new first line taken over? 

Johnny and Monny have been the longstanding leaders of this team on 
offence, but the guard seems to be changing. The Flames haven't gotten 
out of the first round of the playoffs since 2015 led by that duo, and it's 
been especially questioned whether or not Gaudreau can be the line one 
driver of a contender. 

Enter Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk. 

Lindholm gives the Flames tremendous flexibility. Where he used to play 
the wing on that Johnny-Monny line, now he centres a trio with Tkachuk 
and Dillon Dube. 

Look at ice time and you'll still see Monahan and Gaudreau with the most 
at even strength through two games, and they're each on the board with 
two points apiece. There's been no immense negative to draw from. 

But Tkachuk and Lindholm are the team's scoring leaders, and they've 
been the more impressive play drivers so far at 5-on-5. If that continues, 
how long until the ice time tilts in their favour as well? 

Vancouver: Will the special teams start getting it done? 

They missed J.T. Miller, that much is clear. Elias Pettersson has not 
been Elias Pettersson yet, with a killer instinct that single-handedly takes 
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over games. His 43.53 CF% at 5-on-5 is shockingly the worst on the 
team so far. 

Yes, yes, three games in. Pettersson is due for an explosion here. 

What's actually slightly concerning is Vancouver's special teams units. 
They finished with the fourth-best power play last season and a middle-
of-the-pack penalty kill. In 2021, through two games with Edmonton and 
one against Calgary, the Canucks are 0-for-11 on the man advantage. 
Their penalty kill rate is just 64.3 per cent. And now they'll see a Montreal 
Canadiens team that is surrounded with all kinds of positive vibes (and a 
60 per cent power play, first in the league) three times this week. 

The Canucks will be without Miller through this stretch, and getting him 
back will do wonders to help kickstart the power play (Update: Miller, 
surprisingly, joined the team in Calgary for Sunday's skate. Now he's 
likely back as soon as possible. But Pettersson is due, and Brock Boeser 
needs to be rookie-season Brock Boeser. After scoring a couple of goals 
on some great opportunities in game one of the season, Boeser talked 
about how his shot was back to what it was in his freshman year. He 
didn't record a point, or get the same great chances, in either of the two 
following games. 

Boeser was a 16 per cent shooter as a rookie, a rate that fell in his 
second and third seasons. If he is going to be back at his 2017-18 level, 
it's got to start with his power play chances. He led the the Canucks with 
10 power play goals as a rookie. 

Vancouver could use that shot right about now. 

Ottawa: Can they throw a wrench in the North Division? 

The Senators are everyone's pick for seventh in this division, but in 
Game 1 against Toronto they at least had us all raising an eyebrow, 
wondering if they could be more of a factor than any simulation would 
predict. 

Then Saturday night happened, and the Sens were completely 
outclassed by Toronto, who most have pegged to win the division. 

The Sens just want to be a pain this season and not hand out two points 
like candy. Nick Paul's first two games were a great story, and though 
Matt Murray lost on Saturday night, it was notable that he kept the Sens 
in it longer than they should have been hanging around -- especially 
since he did it on the second night of back-to-back starts. 

Brady Tkachuk looks poised to take a step. Tim Stützle got on the board 
with a beauty. There are positives to glean from those first two games. 

And yet, we still saw two very different versions of this team. On night 
one, the Sens looked like they could make things complicated in the 
North and be a huge factor. On night two, they were hanging on for dear 
life, as a rebuilding team tends to do more often than not. 

This week, the Sens get two home games against the Jets before 
traveling to Winnipeg Saturday night. If Ottawa isn't going to finish 
seventh in the North Division this season, the Jets are one of the two or 
three teams they could realistically beat out, so how they match up in the 
early going is worth keeping an eye on. 

Montreal: Can they finish this road trip as strong as they started it? 

The Habs have the league's best power play. Early returns on Josh 
Anderson are excellent. Price has already been a huge story and lifted 
them to a win. Nick Suzuki is being compared to a young Patrice 
Bergeron. 

You could say things have started off rather well for the bleu, blanc et 
rouge. 

Montreal will face Edmonton on Monday, where holding McDavid and 
Draisaitl to limited point production will again be the primary focus. Good 
luck getting that done two games in a row (ask Vancouver how that went 
for them). 

Then they'll face Vancouver three times, including back-to-back in the 
middle of the week, all on the road. 

We'll get our first look at Jake Allen sometime this week. He was 
acquired so Price could be rested a little more often to keep him playoff 
ready in 2021. A smooth performance there would be just another 
positive gone according to plan. 

The Habs have hit all the right notes so far, and bolstered confidence to 
anyone who was believing in all of Marc Bergevin's upgrades to the 
roster. There will be lulls, of course, but it'd be nice to get through this 
early road trip without any of them. 

And remember, they were a better road team (17-14-3) than home team 
(14-17-6) last season. 

Winnipeg: How will the defence hold up? 

We barely saw any of Winnipeg this week, just the one game against 
Calgary -- a 4-3 OT win. 

While Hellebuyck is who they lean on most, the Jets' blue line and team 
defence were the biggest questions this season. No team allowed more 
high danger 5-on-5 chances than the Jets last season -- and that 
Hellebuyck still put up dazzling numbers is why he won the 2020 Vezina. 

But despite their situation in net and all their offensive firepower (Patrik 
Laine looked freakin' fantastic) the Jets will only return as Cup 
contenders if they can protect the front of the net much better. 

In that game against Calgary, it started much the same as last season 
went, with the Jets being out-chanced 9-4 in the first period at 5-on-5, per 
Natural Stat Trick. But in the second that swung 12-3 in Winnipeg's 
favour. The third was a near-even split. 

So what will we see from the Jets this week? They're in Toronto on 
Monday night, Ottawa on Tuesday and Thursday, and then host the Sens 
on Saturday night. If they are the worst Canadian Division team at 
protecting against scoring chances this time next week, concern will start 
to rise ahead of a visit from McDavid, Draisaitl and the Oilers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Spezza will retire if claimed on waivers, 
agent says 

 

Chris Johnston 

January 17, 2021, 1:35 PM 

 

TORONTO -- Jason Spezza simply can’t see himself playing anywhere 
else. 

The veteran centre is so entrenched with the Toronto Maple Leafs that 
he’d rather walk away from the sport than report to another team that 
claims him off the waiver wire, according to agent Rick Curran. 

“He’ll simply retire,” Curran told Sportsnet on Sunday. 

The Leafs placed Spezza and No. 3 goaltender Aaron Dell on waivers as 
part of roster maneuvering needed to create flexibility in the wake of a left 
knee injury to Nick Robertson. The NHL’s other 30 teams have until noon 
ET on Monday to put in a claim. 

While Dell is likely headed elsewhere -- there’ve been four claims 
involving goaltenders already in this young NHL season -- Spezza 
intends to stay in Toronto no matter what happens. 

The 37-year-old relishes the role he’s carved out with his hometown 
Leafs and holds the cards here: In the event he was claimed by another 
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team and refused to report, he’d likely see his $700,000 contract 
terminated. 

That would allow him to sign another deal in Toronto. 

Spezza said there was “unfinished business” when he returned to the 
Leafs on a second straight one-year contract in October, and understood 
at the time that a roster move like the one that occurred Sunday was 
possible because of the team’s salary cap position, according to Curran. 

He’s taken on a mentorship role inside the organization -- skating with 
Robertson and other prospects at the team’s practice facility throughout 
the off-season -- while happily embracing a depth position on the roster. 

Spezza is averaging 7:44 through three games and picked up his 600th 
career NHL assist in the season opener. He won all 10 faceoffs he took 
during Saturday’s 3-2 victory in Ottawa. 

“To me, it’s special to play for the Toronto Maple Leafs,” Spezza said in 
September. “Being a Toronto boy, it’s something that I dreamed of, and 
you wanted to be a part of something special. 

“I didn’t take for granted any days that I got to put the jersey on.” 

He may get to do that again as soon as Monday night, when the 
Winnipeg Jets visit Scotiabank Arena -- assuming he goes unclaimed. 

The Leafs' decision to place Spezza on waivers was tied directly to the 
knee injury Robertson suffered in Ottawa, the extent of which will be 
known following an MRI on Sunday. It temporarily left Toronto with only 
17 healthy skaters on the active roster, forcing the team to make 
additional moves in order to bring up reinforcements from the taxi squad. 

Spezza, the No. 2 pick in the 2001 draft, has appeared in more than 
1,200 career NHL games and remains very much in the Leafs' plans. 

They remain in his, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames notebook: Familiarity leading to early power play 
success 

 

Eric FrancisJanuary 17, 2021, 5:36 PM 

 

In the midst of wrapping up post-game media responsibilities following 
the Flames’ successful home opener Saturday, Geoff Ward suggested 
his power play was predictable. 

If that sounded like something he wasn’t happy with, guess again. 

He explained on Sunday that the ultimate goal is for the group to be 
predictable to one another, but not the opposition. 

“That’s the secret elixir, right?” smiled Ward, whose club sits third in the 
league with a 44.4 per cent efficiency rate with the man advantage. 

“The nuances of how you read off of one another. When Player X has the 
puck, Player Y has a real comfort level in terms of where they need to be 
to make the next play possible. When you have a power play together as 
long as ours, for a couple years now, you get a real feel for one another.” 

Mainstays on the top power play unit have included Johnny Gaudreau, 
Sean Monahan, Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk for several years 
now, with the only newbie being quarterback Rasmus Andersson on the 
blueline to replace Mark Giordano. 

So far so good, as the league’s 12th-ranked unit last year accounted for 
all three goals in the Flames' 3-0 blanking of the Canucks Saturday. All 
told they’re four for nine. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“We’ll take 44 per cent all year long if we can do it,” laughed Ward, 
knowing Edmonton’s 29.5 per cent from last year is the gold standard. 
(Last year the Flames were 21.2 per cent.) 

“If we can be around 25 per cent or better we’d be happy with it. Big thing 
is if it doesn’t go into the net, put them back on their heels and generate 
us some momentum.” 

Monahan and Tkachuk scored on the first unit Saturday while Dillon 
Dube converted a sweet, no-look, behind-the-back pass from Andrew 
Mangiapane to chip in for the second unit, which includes Milan Lucic, 
Mikael Backlund and Giordano. 

“The unit is intact from last year pretty much so guys know each either 
pretty well on each unit,” said Backlund. “I feel we’ve been really direct so 
far and I think that’s been a real key to our success.” 

Tkachuk takes the results with a grain of salt, as it’s just two games in 
and opposing penalty killers haven’t had a chance to scout or work on 
their structures much yet. 

“Honestly, we haven’t worked on it much, [but] there’s no secret formula 
– just get guys to the net and shoot the puck,” said Tkachuk, whose net-
front presence has been key in two of the team’s four power play goals to 
date. 

“You can’t score if you don’t shoot. And take the goalie’s eyes away.” 

NEW KID IN TOWN 

The Flames signed 27-year-old power forward Brett Ritchie on Sunday 
and immediately put him on waivers for the purpose of sending him to the 
AHL or getting him onto the taxi squad. The 6-foot-4, 220-pound winger 
attended the latter half of Calgary’s camp on a PTO and acquitted 
himself well enough to be a depth option for the team. 

“I remember when I was coaching in Boston and we’d go into Dallas — 
he was always a player who stood out by how truculent he was and the 
skill level he had for a big player,” said Ward of the Ontario native who 
signed a one-year, two-way deal for $700,000. 

“Not only did he play against us with no fear, he did an awful lot of things 
within his skill set to be effective around our net. He’s going to make us a 
little bit bigger and a little more physical and he has good hands to go 
with it.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

BLOCK PARTY 

The Flames have killed off seven of eight power plays in two games, but 
none were more impressive than the 1:21 the team killed off while down 
two men Saturday night against Vancouver’s vaunted power play. 

It was a shot blocking clinic led by Christopher Tanev, who had two of his 
eight blocks on a heroic shift that lasted 2:29 alongside Giordano. 

Tanev finished fourth in the league in blocked shots last year, while 
Giordano finished seventh. 

Even so, Ward said he’ll soon be hauling out a brand new bucket of 
sponge pucks so the lads can practice a skill he says is critical. 

“A long time ago when I was with the Oilers in training camp, every year 
Mac T [coach Craig MacTavish] would bring the sponge pucks out right 
away and guys would block shots from day one,” said Ward. 

“We’ve got a load of sponge pucks that Depo [equipment manager Mark 
DePasquale] just got and you’re going to see us do a little bit more 
because we want to be better collectively. We’d like to see more from our 
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wingers than we got last year. Teams that are around at the end of the 
year all tend to be good shot blocking teams.” 

Asked if it’s overrated or a legitimate skill, Ward was clear. 

“It’s a skill. It takes courage to eat those pucks, especially with some of 
the shooters in the league. When you have guys prepared to do that it 
sure helps the goalies. It’s valued.” 

Jacob Markstrom proved to be the ultimate penalty killer Saturday with 
his 32-save shutout, but the team’s penalty killing included rare 
appearances from Dube and Mangiapane who acquitted themselves 
well. 

Flames host Vancouver again Monday. 
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TSN.CA / Five Takeaways: Canucks at Flames 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

1) Saturday’s 3-0 loss to the Calgary Flames turned twice in the first 15 
minutes of the hockey game. The Flames opened the scoring on their 
only shot of the first power play of night. Seven minutes later, with a pair 
of Calgary players in the box, the Canucks spun their wheels on 1:22 of 
two-man advantage. They possessed the puck and moved it adequately. 
But there are no style points awarded in the NHL. People don’t want to 
hear about decent looks. They want to see production and when the 
Canucks struck out on their 5-on-3, the template for the night had been 
set. Ultimately, the Flames went 3 for 6 with the man-advantage while the 
Canucks remain on the hunt for their first power play goal of the season. 
They were 0 for 4 against the Flames and are now 0 for 11 this season 
with 18 shots to show for their effort. 

2) It goes without saying the Canucks miss JT Miller. It’s now apparent 
just how important the team’s leading scorer from last season is to the 
team overall, to the power play, and to Elias Pettersson. The Tampa Bay 
Lightning won the Stanley Cup without Steven Stamkos last summer so 
the really good teams can cover the absence of star players. But the 
Canucks offence has sputtered the last two games minus Miller -- and 
Pettersson, more than anyone, is proof of that. Despite a share of the 
team lead with four shots on goal on Saturday, the slick Swede just 
hasn’t possessed the magic in his game that he has shown in each of his 
first two seasons in the league. Pettersson hasn’t been able to create for 
his assortment of linemates and he hasn’t been able to generate on his 
own. Through three games, Pettersson has yet to score and has just one 
assist. He’s been held off the scoresheet in consecutive games now – 
something that happened only once in the playoffs in the Edmonton 
bubble last summer. It’s early still, but the biggest concern has to be 
Pettersson’s even-strength offense where he has just four shots on goal 
through the first three games. Five of his nine shots so far have come on 
the power play. 

3) I’m sure the whole team misses Miller, but Bo Horvat might be next in 
line when it comes to players that are feeling the void in the line-up. The 
captain led the Canucks – and was tied for sixth in the league – with 12 
power play goals last season. From his bumper spot in the high slot, 
Horvat developed into an ace finding soft spots in opposition penalty 
killing. And JT Miller was terrific at finding Horvat in the middle of the ice 
for quick strikes. Teams had to respect Miller attacking the net on his 
downhill side and that seemed to free up seams in the slot. Alternatively, 
Miller was able to move the puck down low (to Tyler Toffoli or Brock 
Boeser) and as the defense adjusted, Horvat was open for clean looks 
between the hash marks. Through three games so far, Horvat has 
registered one power play shot on goal. ONE. It came in the second 

period of Thursday’s 5-2 loss in Edmonton. Asked following Saturday’s 
shutout loss if opponents are taking his bread and butter away or if the 
Canucks simply aren’t finding him in his favourite spot, Horvat suggested 
it’s a combination of both. With no sign of Miller on the horizon, it’s 
something the Canucks have to rectify in a hurry. The power play means 
too much to this group (57 goals in 69 games last season) and not 
utilizing one of their best weapons hardly seems like a recipe for 
success. 

4) The Canucks penalty kill has been torched for five power play goals in 
the past two games. That’s a dangerous way to play at this level. The 
Oilers struck twice on Thursday and the Flames did all of their scoring 
with the man-advantage on Saturday. Newcomer Travis Hamonic was on 
the ice for all three of his former team’s goals while Alex Edler and Jay 
Beagle were on for two of the three. Hamonic figures to play a key role 
on the Canucks penalty kill after leading Calgary in short-handed ice time 
per game in 2019-20. Perhaps he’s still finding his form after sitting out 
nearly a full calendar year, but there can’t be many more nights this 
season when Hamonic is on the ice for three power play goals against. 
On the season, Edler has been on the ice for four of the five goals the 
team has surrendered while short-handed. Hamonic and Beagle have 
been on for three apiece. Compounding the issue is the fact that Tyler 
Motte has been in the penalty box for three of the five goals the Canucks 
have allowed including the 2-0 goal on Saturday night. Motte and Jay 
Beagle form the team’s top penalty killing duo up front, but in order to kill 
penalties, Motte has to be available for selection. That’s been a problem. 
So has Beagle’s face-off prowess. While he was a perfect 5 for 5 at 
even-strength on Saturday, he won just two of six short-handed face-offs 
and was beaten cleanly by Sean Monahan on the first power play face-
off of the night. Just 15 seconds, Monahan opened the scoring as Beagle 
was unable to wrap him up in the slot. The door seems like its open for 
Loui Eriksson’s season debut to assist with the penalty killing duties. 

5) In the event Eriksson finds his way back into the line-up, the question 
becomes at whose expense? To that end, it’s been a remarkably quiet 
start to the season for Antoine Roussel. Aside from his assist on Adam 
Gaudette’s goal on opening night, it’s hard to recall the feisty winger 
leaving his mark in any way. On Saturday, Roussel did not register a shot 
attempt or a hit in 13:13 of ice time. His most prominent play was getting 
steamrolled by Milan Lucic along the side boards. Roussel had a 
disappointing playoffs where he was the low ice time man among 
Canucks forwards and was often parked in third periods of close games 
when Travis Green shortened his bench. Three games into this new 
season, the veteran forward has one point, two hits, two giveaways and 
one blocked shot. It’s been way too quiet around Roussel so far. If this 
was in isolation, then perhaps it could looked past considering there was 
no exhibition action after four months off. But if you go back to the late 
stages of last season, Roussel had one goal in his 14 games before 
COVID hit. He then scored twice in 17 games in the post-season. Yet to 
score so far this season, he has three goals in his last 34 games. It’s not 
all about offence with Roussel, but if he’s not contributing on the stat 
sheet, he needs to find ways to have a presence. That hasn’t happened 
yet this season. When he’s on, Roussel plays a loud game with an edge 
and is easy to spot on the ice. For too long now, though, he’s been hard 
to find. The Canucks could desperately use the energy he is supposed to 
provide. 
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