
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 19, 2021 

 

Svechnikov, Reimer help Hurricanes rebound to beat Predators 4-2  

By Chip Alexander  

Andrei Svechnikov is quickly racking up points this season 
for the Carolina Hurricanes, continuing to display his vast 
hockey potential.  

Svechnikov scored for the third consecutive game and 
assisted on Sebastian Aho’s goal Monday as the Canes, 
behind goalie James Reimer, topped the Nashville Predators 
4-2 at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville. 

“At crunch time, he doesn’t shy away,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Svechnikov on his postgame media call. 
“He wants the puck. Obviously he was a difference maker 
tonight,” 

Vincent Trocheck scored for the Canes (2-1-0), who 
rebounded from a 4-2 loss Saturday against the Detroit Red 
Wings. Trocheck’s third-period goal gave the Canes a 2-1 
lead as the crafty center first forced a turnover, then scored 
on a shot that beat goalie Pekka Rinne to the blocker side. 

“He’s a competitor,” Brind’Amour said. “You know he’s going 
to compete every night. He’s going to make some mistakes 
like everybody and it’s all generally trying to do too much. 
He’s making some good plays for us.” 

Reimer, in his first start of the season, had a busy night, 
moving and bouncing around the crease and stopping 31 of 
33 shots to stymie the Predators (2-1-0), who beat the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in their first two games. 

“He was great,” Brind’Amour said. “They had some good 
looks but he was just sharp.” 

Filip Forsberg broke loose for a score in the second period, 
walking in alone, and Viktor Arvidsson scored quickly on a 
third-period power play after Warren Foegele was called for 
an offensive-zone penalty. 

Svechnikov took a pass from Dougie Hamilton and blistered 
a wrister from the top of the left circle for a second-period 
power-play scores. The power forward had a goal and assist 
in Saturday’s loss, and an empty net goal in the 3-0 opening 
victory over Detroit. 

“Every game is getting better,” Svechnikov said. “Even today 
I felt way better than the last game.” 

Aho’s first goal of the season came on a well-executed two-
on-one with Svechnikov. Rinne snuffed out a similar two-on-
one by the two in the first period but Aho beat the Finnish 
goalie in the third for a 3-1 lead, 

Nino Niederreiter scored a late empty-net goal to seal the 
win for Carolina. Svecnhikov, Trocheck and Aho each had a 
goal and assist -- Svechnkov has five points in the first three 
games. 

The Canes again played without captain Jordan Staal, who 
missed a second game and remained on the NHL COVID-19 

protocol list. Brind’Amour said forward Teuvo Teravainen 
“tweaked something” during the game and he was not sure if 
he would be available Tuesday when the two teams 
complete the back-to-back. 

“Other guys had to step up into roles they normally don’t do,” 
Brind’Amour said. “From that standpoint I think it was a gutsy 
win.” 

Svechnikov scores for Canes in second 

Svechnikov has a power-play goal for the Canes and Filip 
Forsberg scored an even-strength goal for the Predators in 
the second periods as it was 1-1 after 40 minutes. 

Svechnikov took a pass from Dougie Hamilton and blistered 
a shot at 16:05 of the second. Svechnikov has scored in all 
three Canes games, getting an empty-netter in the opener. 

The Preds needed 46 seconds to tie it. With the Canes 
losing focus after scoring, Forsberg was able to take a 
stretch pass from Viktor Arvidsson and go in alone to beat 
Canes goalie James Reimer. 

Defenseman Brett Pesce was slashed by former Canes 
forward Erik Haula of the Preds with 36 seconds left in the 
period, and the Canes went into the third on the power play. 

Canes, Preds scoreless in first 

The Canes and Predators traded off penalties, and good, 
clean shots were hard to find in a scoreless first period, 

The Canes twice took penalties to put the Preds on the 
power play, only to have the Preds quickly commit a penalty 
and make it 4-on-4 play. Late in the first, Andrei 
Svechnikov’s tripping penalty again gave the Preds the man 
advantage, which Nashville will take into the second period. 

The Canes had an early scoring chance on an early 2-on-1 
that had Svechnikov set up Sebastian Aho for a shot, but 
goalie Pekka Rinne easily made the stop. Later in the period, 
Warren Foegele took the puck strong to the net but was 
stymied by Rinne. The Preds’ Filip Forsberg had a shot 
deflected and the puck hit the crossbar late in the period. 

Canes goalie James Reimer in his first start of the season, 
faced 12 shots in the first. The Canes had seven shots 

Canes plan: keep it simple 

The Carolina Hurricanes were fighting some rust in the 
season opener but beat the Detroit Red Wings. 

Two nights later, the Canes were “too cute” in the words of 
coach Rod Brind’Amour and lost to the Wings. 

And the approach Monday, against the Nashville Predators? 

“We have to get to our game and keep it a little more simple,” 
forward Ryan Dzingel said on the media call after Monday’s 
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morning skate in Nashville. “Just play our game and simple, 
simple, simple.” 

Seems simple enough but Brind’Amour put it another way. 

“We’ve got to stick to what we do best and that gives us the 
best chance to win,” he said on the media call. “We’ve got 
come creative players and sometimes instead of getting into 
the game first and then be creative, they’re trying to be 
creative and think that it’s going to get us to our game. And it 
doesn’t work that way. 

“It happens. To be successful, and people say it’s simple, but 
it’s really to play our game and then let the plays happen 
from there.” 

Staal stays on COVID list 

With captain Jordan Staal remaining on the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol list, the Canes again had center Morgan Geekie in 
the lineup. Geekie was to center Dzingel and Brock McGinn. 
... 

Vincent Trocheck led the Canes with 10 shots in the first two 
games, two more than Teuvo Teravainen. Martin Necas had 
six shots and has been an offensive threat, buzzing around 
the net. Put him in the “soon-to-score” category. ... 

The Predators beat the Columbus Blue Jackets in their first 
two games, winning 3-1 and 5-2. Seven of the Preds’ goals 
were at even strength as they went 0-6 on the power play.  

While the Canes will play their first four games on the road, 
the Preds are home for the first four.

 
 

 
 

‘Simple, simple, simple’: Observations on the Hurricanes righting the ship 

By Sara Civian 

This NHL season is going to be as weird as it is emotional, 
full stop. 

You’re tempted to judge every shift of every game when 
there are only 56, but you’re reminded how rusty these 
players are with no preseason and a limited training camp. 
Your team needs to crush the Detroit Red Wings every time 
you play them or your team is in trouble, but it seems very 
unlikely that any team will beat an opponent eight times, and 
wait — the Wings aren’t looking so bad. 

If you’re feeling like everything — good and bad — is 
exaggerated, you’re not alone, and I implore you to feel all of 
your hockey feelings this season. In objective reality, though, 
the Canes are 2-1 after handing the Nashville Predators their 
first home loss, 4-2, on Monday. It wasn’t perfect, but it was, 
as coach Rod Brind’Amour put it, “Gutsy.” It was also crucial 
after a loss against Detroit and a subsequent Hurricanes 
Twitter meltdown. 

What do we do about all these mixed emotions? We 
organize them into a little list and call them observations. 

1. The general vibe of Canes Twitter was much calmer about 
the state of the team after Monday’s win — funny how that 
works. But some valid issues were still addressed. 

2. Jokes aside, it has been a long two days. Captain Jordan 
Staal was placed on the COVID-19 protocol list before the 
loss in Detroit on Saturday, and the stats from the faceoff dot 
have been almost comically bad ever since. Monday night, 
the Predators won 67 percent of the faceoffs. 

Vincent Trocheck went 4-for-14, Jordan Martinook went 2-
for-8, Morgan Geekie went 1-for-4 and Sebastian Aho broke 
even at 8-for-16. It’s not something to obsess over — 
especially on the road — but it’s not characteristic of the 
Corsi Canes, and you have to admit it makes you miss Staal. 

“(The faceoff situation) is obviously troubling, but that’s why,” 
Brind’Amour said postgame. “You have a guy that takes 20 
faceoffs per night, now one-third of your faceoffs are going to 
guys who don’t necessarily — that’s not their specialty. 
That’s a big deal. These are things you miss when the big 
guy’s out.” 

3. Like anyone else watching the first three Hurricanes 
games, I have had my fair share of fluctuating thoughts on 
the scale of “Everything’s fine” to “Quebec City 2022,” but 
something about Andrei Svechnikov’s tone postgame 
Saturday forced me to believe that everything was, in fact, 
fine. 

“It’s all about mindset, right? We came out, we weren’t ready 
at all — especially me, I wasn’t ready,” he said, after two 
goals in two games. “I gotta play better from the start of the 
game … We gotta be ready. We gotta prepare better, have a 
better warmup. We’re going to do that next game, for sure.” 

Like I said, Svechnikov had been putting up points — even 
while buried in the lineup — but I knew what he meant. 
There’d been a few, sloppy miscues in his game, and I know 
by now he cares about more than whatever’s on the 
scoresheet. 

And yes, we truly returned to normalcy with a Svechnikov 
stick infraction Monday. But he put pressure on himself and 
the team with his words Saturday, then gave us a complete, 
dare I say beastly, Gordie Howe of the 919-esque 
performance Monday. 

“We didn’t play any exhibition games — no one did — it’s 
hard the first couple of games,” he said Monday. “Your legs 
feel heavy, but every game is getting better. Even today, I 
felt way better than last game.” 

As of 12:51 am on Tuesday morning, Svechnikov is in an 11-
way tie for the league lead in goals with three. And, 
apparently, he’s just starting to feel better. 
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4. We mustn’t forget the ultimate sacrifice that was made on 
the way to Svechnikov’s greatness: Dougie Hamilton’s shot 
streak. After recording at least one shot on goal in 296 
consecutive games — the longest active streak in the NHL 
— Hamilton registered zero Monday. But he did set up a 
beautiful play that led to the aforementioned Svechnikov 
goal, and I feel like that’s some character development. 

But still, I grew emotionally attached to this shot streak. Good 
night, sweet prince. 

5. That’s two goals in two games for Trocheck, despite 
having to fill Staal’s shoes all of the sudden. 

“He’s competitive, I’ve said that from day one,” Brind’Amour 
said. “You know he’s gonna compete. We’re using him on 
everything right now, and, obviously, he had that huge goal. 
He’s going to make some mistakes, like anyone, but that all 
comes from a place of generally trying to do too much, and 
you can’t really fault guys for that. He’s making some good 
plays for us.” 

6. Speaking of playmakers, Teuvo Teravainen played only a 
handful of shifts — none even-strength — in the last two 
periods of the game. Brind’Amour had said earlier that a few 
Canes are nicked up, and it turns out Teravainen is one of 
them. 

“I don’t really know — he tweaked something, so we kind of 
kept him around for the one power play,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He said he could kind of stand over there (referring to 
Turbo’s sweet spot in the right circle) and work his magic, but 
I’m not sure where he stands for (Tuesday).” 

7. I’m seeing way too much about how the Canes should be 
practicing more, and I need to shut that down. Using practice 

as a punishment doesn’t work for a team as competitive and 
already intrinsically motivated as this one. Rest is a weapon, 
especially in such a compact season with so many back-to-
backs — not to mention the higher risk of injury. 

“There’s no chance they’ll be skating (Tuesday),” 
Brind’Amour said postgame. “This is going to be a year of 
this — we give it all we have in the game, then rest, and then 
do it again. All the practices are done in the video room.” 

As an aside, “This is going to be a year of this” is now the 
best quote of 2021. 

8. Aho is on the board three games into the season, and for 
someone who has historically struggled to score early on, 
that matters. 

“It usually takes a couple games to get the legs going and 
feel for the puck, just get your mind right, you know?” He’d 
said after morning skate. “Try to slow it down in your head. 
First game was OK, effort was there, really just battled 
through the game. The second game wasn’t our best — I 
mean, everyone tried super hard — we work really hard as a 
team, but we made some mistakes, and the way we played 
wasn’t right. 

It’s definitely bounce-back time today.” 

And it was. 

9. I asked Ryan Dzingel earlier Monday what the Canes 
needed to do to get back on track, and he nailed it: 

“Keep it a little bit more simple, I think that’s all it is. Just 
simple, simple simple.” 

10. You ready to wake up and do this all again? 
 
 

 
 

Svechnikov, Reimer lead Hurricanes to win in Nashville 

The Russian winger scored for the third straight game to 
start the season 

By Cory Lavalette 

Andrei Svechnikov continued his early-season tear, James 
Reimer made 31 saves in his first start of the year, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes won 4-2 in Nashville on Monday. 
Vincent Trocheck and Sebastian Aho also scored, and Nino 
Niederreiter added a late empty-net goal. 

The win improved Carolina to 2-1-0 through three games, 
tying them with the Predators (2-1-0) and Tampa Bay (2-0-0) 
with four points atop the Central Division. Nashville and the 
Hurricanes will play again tomorrow. 

Three thoughts 

1. Carolina continues to struggle offensively, but Svechnikov 
hasn’t been part of the problem. Svechnikov opened the 
scoring on the power play in the second period, wristing a 
shot past Nashville goalie Pekka Rinne (20 saves) to give 
the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead on a night when they had been 
finding it difficult to get to their game against the Predators. 

The third-year winger has now scored in all three games to 
start the season, getting an empty-netter in the opening win 
against Detroit and adding a goal and assist in the rematch 
Saturday. He also had an assist Monday, feeding Aho for his 
first goal of the season on a 2-on-1 in the third period created 
by Jake Gardiner, who broke up a play in the Carolina end 
and sprung the duo with a tape-to-tape pass to Svechnikov. 
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“We played the last year together, and we got some 
chemistry from last year,” Svechnikov said of his chemistry 
with Aho. “I know where he’s going to be, and he knows 
where I’m going to be so that makes it easy on us.” 

Svechnikov now has five points through three games, putting 
him near the top of the league in the early-season scoring 
race. 

“It’s hard the first couple of games played, and your legs feel 
a little bit heavy,” Svechnikov said. “Every game is getting 
better, and even today I felt way better than last game.” 

That’s bad news for the rest of the league if Svechnikov has 
another gear in him. 

2. One of the keys to the 2020-21 Hurricanes season will be 
the play of Trocheck. Through three games, the results are 
encouraging. Trocheck gave Carolina the lead in the third 
when Niederreiter pressured Nashville’s Rocco Grimaldi at 
the Nashville blue line. Grimaldi’s errant pass was grabbed 
by Trocheck and he turned back toward Rinne for a 2-on-1 
with Martin Necas. Trocheck’s far side wrist shot beat Rinne 
cleanly for his second goal in as many games. 

After scoring just once in seven regular season games after 
coming over from Florida and not scoring in eight postseason 
games last year, Trocheck could be returning to the form that 
saw him score 23 or more goals in three straight seasons 
with Florida from 2015-16 to 2017-18. 

“He’s a competitor, I said that from day one,” Brind’Amour 
said of Trocheck. “We know he’s gonna compete. I mean, I 
think we’re using him on everything right now. And, 
obviously, that’s a huge goal. … He’s making some good 
plays for us, and that’s obviously why we got him.” 

3. The Hurricanes continue to miss Jordan Staal, particularly 
in the faceoff circle. Carolina won just 15 of 45 faceoffs 
(33%) Monday, including 3 of 14 in a first period that saw 
only Aho register a win at the dot (3 of 7). 

In all, Aho was the only player to have any success, winning 
50% of the 16 draws he took. Trocheck (4 of 14, 29%), 
Jordan Martinook (2 of 8, 25%) and Morgan Geekie (1 of 4, 
25%) have all seen better days in the circle. 

“Obviously troubling, but that’s why,” Brind’Amour said of the 
team’s faceoff ineptitude without Staal in the lineup. “We had 
a guy that takes 20 faces off tonight, and now a third of your 
faceoffs are going to guys that that’s not their specialty. 
That’s a big deal. So these are things that you miss when the 
big guy’s out.” 

Number To Know 

296 — Consecutive games with a shot on goal for Carolina 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton until Monday, when Hamilton 
was held without a shot on goal. The last time Hamilton was 
held without a shot on goal before Monday was April 5, 2016, 
in a 5-4 overtime loss to the Kings when he was with the 
Flames. 

They Said It 

“His goal was a high-end goal. … I don’t think people realize 
how hard that is what he’s doing over there on that off side, 

to catch and turn and fire it that hard. It’s a skillset not many 
guys can do.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Svechnikov’s 
power play goal that opened scoring in the second period. 

Plus 

James Reimer, Hurricanes goalie — Svechnikov, Aho and 
Trocheck all had two points, but Reimer — along with his 
new best friend, the crossbar — was the difference. In his 
first game of the season, the veteran goalie made several 
key stops while also having some bounces go his way off the 
pipe. 

In his first live action since an Aug. 17 playoff loss against 
Boston, Reimer seemed to have no problem shaking off the 
rust and providing what the organization hopes he and Petr 
Mrazek can for the rest of the season — a two-goalie 
approach that will minimize wear and tear on one netminder 
during a compressed schedule. 

“It always seems to come down to goaltending in this 
league,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, they had some really 
good looks and he was just sharp, and I think that was 
settling for us.” 

For Reimer, it was just about trusting his preparation. 

“There’s a big gap between practices and games, but you 
just get in there and just try and play your game, just trust it, 
and kind of know that you’re gonna make mistakes, and 
that’s all right. Just stay with it and trust it and, hopefully, it’s 
a good outcome.” 

Minus 

Teuvo Teravainen, Hurricanes forward — This is not 
performance-related. Teravainen played just three shifts in 
the final two periods after he, as Brind’Amour put it, “tweaked 
something.” Losing Teravainen would be a huge blow to the 
Hurricanes, who not only rely on him at even strength and 
the power play but also use him on the penalty kill and can 
count on him to be one of the team’s best defensive forwards 
every night. 

With Staal already out and Morgan Geekie called up and in 
the lineup, Teravainen being out would mean Carolina would 
need to turn to either Max McCormick or Steven Lorentz 
from the taxi squad if they wish to play with 12 forwards and 
six defensemen. The team could also conceivably call up 
Jake Bean to help on the power play and use just 11 
forwards. 

A Lorentz recall, however, would be the most intriguing. The 
24-year-old forward went undrafted in his first year of 
eligibility, was taken 186th overall in the seventh round 2015 
draft the next year, and he then had to earn a pro contract 
and claw his way through the ECHL and AHL to get this far. 

Last year was the breakthrough season for the 6-foot-4 
Lorentz. After splitting the 2018-19 season with the ECHL’s 
Everblades and AHL’s Checkers — playing 12 games for the 
Calder Cup champions that year — Lorentz led Charlotte 
forwards in points last season with 46 (23 goals, 23 assists) 
in 61 games and is the type of player Brind’Amour loves — a 
hard worker with a good attitude. 
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Recap: Canes Best Predators 

Svechnikov, Aho, Trocheck register two points each 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - A gusty team effort led to the Carolina 
Hurricanes getting back in the win column with a 4-2 victory 
over the Nashville Predators. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck led 
the way offensively with two points (1g, 1a) each, while 
James Reimer made 31 saves in his first start of the season. 

Fist Bumps 

Andrei Svechnikov  

Svechnikov extended his season-opening goal streak to 
three games, as his power-play marker opened the scoring 
at the 16:05 mark of the second period. 

From the left circle, Svechnikov fired off a blazing wrister that 
scorched past Pekka Rinne. The release on Svechnikov's 
shot is really something to behold. 

"His goal was a high-end goal," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "He was a difference-maker tonight." 

Just past the midway mark of the third period, Svechnikov 
fed Aho on a two-on-one rush for what turned out to be the 
game-winning goal. 

Vincent Trocheck  

When the Predators were loose with their puck in their own 
end early in the third period, Trocheck took advantage. The 
puck popped out from along the boards, and Trocheck 
skated it to the middle of the ice, where he kicked his left leg 
up and picked Rinne's blocker-side corner with an absolute 
snipe of a shot for his second goal in as many games. 

"That was a huge goal. He's going to compete every night," 
Brind'Amour said. "He's making some good plays for us, and 
that's obviously why we got him." 

James Reimer  

Making his first start of the season, Reimer was steady and 
sharp in the crease, as he backstopped his team to victory 
with 31 saves. He was especially big early, when the Canes 
were outshot 12-7 in the first frame while they settled into the 
game. 

"It's nice to get shots as long as they don't go in," Reimer 
smiled. 

Even as Nashville hung around late in the second and 
midway through the third, Reimer remained stout in his 
crease. The Canes are going to rely on both of their 

goaltenders this season, and to see this performance out of 
Reimer in his season debut is encouraging for the team. 

"He was great. It always seems to come down to goaltending 
in this league," Brind'Amour said. "They had some really 
good looks, and he was just sharp. I think that was settling 
for us." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Jake Gardiner  

Gardiner tallied the secondary assist on what turned out to 
be the game-winning goal, but it was so much more than 
that. In his own zone, Gardiner turned and made a fantastic 
stick play on an attempted backdoor pass, saving what 
would have likely been the game-tying goal. He then moved 
the puck up the ice to spring Svechnikov and Aho on a 2-on-
1 rush, which the two skill forwards finished, padding the 
Canes lead to 3-1. 

Minus: Faceoffs 

Without Jordan Staal, the Canes got crushed in the faceoff 
circle. Aho was the only player to win a faceoff in the first 
period for the Canes, and the Predators finished the game 
winning 67% of the draws. Aho was 8-for-16, while everyone 
else was just 7-for-29. 

"These are things you miss when the big guy's out," 
Brind'Amour shrugged. "That's just part of it." 

Stats Pack 

296: Dougie Hamilton was not credited with a shot on goal, 
so his shot streak ends at 296 consecutive games played. 

3: Teuvo Teravainen played just three shifts in the second 
and third periods, all on the power play. Brind'Amour 
mentioned this morning that the team had "a lot of nicked up 
guys," and sure enough, Teravainen was among them. 

"He tweaked something. We kind of kept him around for the 
one power play because he said he thought he could kind of 
stand over there and work his magic," Brind'Amour said. "I'm 
not sure where he stands for tomorrow." 

Perhaps we see Steven Lorentz make his NHL debut on 
Tuesday night. 

Quote of the Night 

"You just get in there, try to play your game and trust it. 
Know that you're going to make mistakes and that's all right. 
Just stay with it, trust it and hopefully it's a good outcome." - 
James Reimer 
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Up Next 

The Canes and Predators will renew pleasantries in the 
second half of the back-to-back set less than 24 hours from 
now.

 

 
Hurricanes hang on, hand Predators first loss of season 

Reimer makes 31 saves, Svechnikov, Aho, Trocheck each 
has goal, assist for Carolina 

By Robby Stanley 

NASHVILLE -- Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck each had a goal and an assist for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-2 win against the Nashville 
Predators at Bridgestone Arena on Monday. 

James Reimer made 31 saves for the Hurricanes (2-1-0) in 
his first start of the season. 

"It's good to feel the puck," Reimer said. "Like I always say, 
it's nice to get shots as long as they don't go in. It felt good to 
get into the game and make some saves and kind of get a 
feel for the quickness of the game and how things will go 
now that it's game time." 

Viktor Arvidsson had a goal and an assist, and Pekka Rinne 
made 20 saves in his season debut for the Predators (2-1-0), 
who opened the season with two wins against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. They'll play against the Hurricanes again at 
Bridgestone Arena on Tuesday (8 p.m. ET; ESPN+, FS-TN, 
FS-CR, NHL.TV). 

"There was definitely chances," Nashville forward Filip 
Forsberg said. "It was a good game. I thought we deserved 
to win. I thought we played a lot better than we did [in a 5-2 
win against Columbus on Saturday]. It's a funny game, 
hockey. You play OK and you win, and then you play great 
and you lose. We had chances. We have to bear down better 
on those, and we'll be looking to do that [against Carolina on 
Tuesday]." 

Trocheck gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead at 3:46 of the third 
period on a wrist shot from the right face-off circle. He forced 
a turnover in the Predators zone and beat Rinne. 

Aho gave the Hurricanes a 3-1 lead at 10:39 of the third on a 
2-on-1 rush with Svechnikov. The Predators failed to convert 
on an odd-man rush, and Aho scored on the ensuing rush for 
his first goal. 

"We played last year all year together," Svechnikov said. "I 
thought we got some chemistry from last year, and I know 
where [Aho] is going to be and he knows where I'm going to 

be, so that makes it easy on us. We feel each other very 
well." 

Arvidsson scored on the power play to make it 3-2 at 13:26 
of the third on a slap shot from the left circle. 

Nino Niederreiter scored an empty-net goal to give the 
Hurricanes a 4-2 lead with 36 seconds remaining. 

Svechnikov gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 16:05 of the 
second period on a wrist shot from the top of the left circle on 
the power play. It was his third goal in three games. 

"He wants the puck," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"Obviously that was just a high-end play all the way around. 
His goal was a high-end goal. I don't think people realize 
how hard that is, what he's doing over there on that off side 
to catch and turn and fire it that hard. It's a skill set not many 
guys can do. Obviously he was the difference-maker 
tonight." 

Forsberg scored 46 seconds later to tie it 1-1 at 16:51 with a 
wrist shot from the slot for his third goal in three games. 

"We've got to take some lessons," Nashville coach John 
Hynes said. "There are several things we need to do a little 
bit better, our rush defense and our transition to defense 
where we gave up some of those odd-man rushes. But I 
thought there was a lot of good minutes and we've got to 
build on some of the positives as we've got the same team 
[Tuesday]." 

Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen took a combined three 
shifts in the second and third periods. 

"He tweaked something," Brind'Amour said. "We kind of kept 
him around for the one power play because he said he 
thought he could kind of stand over there and work his 
magic. I'm not sure where he stands for [Tuesday]." 

NOTES: Carolina defenseman Dougie Hamilton did not have 
a shot on goal. That ended a streak of 296 consecutive 
games with at least one shot on goal. … If Forsberg scores a 
goal against the Hurricanes on Tuesday, he will tie his own 
Predators record for most consecutive games to begin a 
season with at least one goal, set last season.
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Hurricanes score 3 in third to beat Predators 4-2 

By Jim Diamond 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian 
Aho and Vincent Trocheck each had a goal and an assist as 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Nashville Predators 4-2 
Monday night.  

Nino Niederreiter also scored and James Reimer made 31 
saves for Carolina.  

Viktor Arvidsson had a goal and an assist and Filip Forsberg 
also scored for Nashville.  

After Nashville’s Rocco Grimaldi turned the puck over inside 
the blue line, Trocheck skated to the high slot and fired a 
wrist shot high to the far side of Nashville goaltender Pekka 
Rinne at 3:46 of the third to put Carolina up 2-1. 

“He’s a competitor, I’ve said that since day 1,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Trocheck. “We’re using him 
on everything right now. Obviously, that was a huge goal.”  

Rinne finished with 20 saves.  

Just after the midpoint of the third, Jake Gardiner broke up a 
solid Nashville scoring chance and then sent a breakout 
pass to Svechnikov to create a 2-on-1 with Aho, who was 
able to beat Rinne off of Svechnikov’s cross-slot pass.  

“We played last year, all the year together,” Svechnikov said 
of Aho. “We got some chemistry from last year. (I) know 
where he’s going to be and he knows where I’m going to be 
and that makes it easy on us.” 

Arvidsson cut Carolina’s lead to 3-2 at 13:26 of the third with 
a power-play goal, Nashville’s first of the season.  

“I think we were dangerous every time we stepped on the 
ice,” Arvidsson said of his linemates Ryan Johansen and 
Forsberg. “I think we had an attack mindset and we found 
each other really well.”  

Svechnikov scored the game’s first goal at 16:05 of the 
second period. With the Hurricanes on a power play, 
Svechnikov fired a wrist shot from above the left circle by 
Rinne on the short side.  

The Hurricanes have scored a power-play goal in each of 
their three games this season.  

Forsberg answered 46 seconds later. From deep in the 
Nashville zone, Dante Fabbro sent a stretch pass toward 
center ice. There, Arvidsson tipped the puck ahead to 
Forsberg, who managed to stay on-side before breaking in 

on the left side. He then cut to the low slot, where he slipped 
a wrist shot under Reimer’s glove.  

“I thought Filip himself had a strong game,” Nashville coach 
John Hynes said. “I thought his attention to detail was strong. 
When he didn’t have the puck, I thought his details were 
really good.”  

Niederreiter scored an empty-net goal in the game’s final 
minute.  

STRONG STARTS 

Forsberg has scored in each of Nashville’s first three games 
of the season. Last season, Forsberg set a Predators 
franchise record by scoring in each of the first four games. 
He can equal his own record Tuesday night should he tally in 
the second half of the back-to-back set with the Hurricanes.  

Svechnikov has a goal in each of Carolina’s first three games 
of the season. Only Kevin Dineen, 5 in 1990-91 and Eric 
Staal, 4 in 2005-06 have scored in more games to start the 
season in Whalers/Hurricanes franchise history.  

COMING FROM BEHIND 

Nashville has surrendered the first goal in each of the team’s 
first three games this season. Unlike the first two, the 
Predators were not able to turn Monday night’s deficit into a 
victory.  

GOALTENDERS SEEING FIRST ACTION 

Monday night featured two goaltenders seeing their first 
action of the young season.  

Reimer is in his second season with Carolina. He posted a 
14-6-2 record in 2019-20.  

“It was good to feel the puck,” he said. “It’s nice to get shots 
as long as they don’t get in. It felt good to get into the game 
and make some saves and kind of get a feel for it.” 

Rinne, who has played his entire career in Nashville, started 
the team’s previous 10 season-opening games prior to this 
season. Rinne was supplanted as Nashville’s top goaltender 
midway through last season by fellow Finn Juuse Saros, who 
posted victories in the Predators first two games against 
Columbus.  

UP NEXT 

The Predators and Hurricanes return to Bridgestone Arena 
on Tuesday night to complete the second half of the back-to-
back series. This is the first set of back-to-back games for 
both teams.
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Carolina takes on Nashville for division showdown 

Carolina Hurricanes (2-1-0, third in the Central Division) vs. 
Nashville Predators (2-1-0, second in the Central Division) 

Nashville, Tennessee; Tuesday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Central Division foes Nashville and Carolina 
take the ice. 

Nashville finished 35-26-8 overall and 12-7-1 in division 
action a season ago. The Predators scored 212 total goals 
last season while collecting 350 assists. 

Carolina finished 38-25-5 overall and 8-12-1 in division 
action in the 2019-20 season. The Hurricanes averaged 33.2 
shots per game last season on the way to scoring 3.2 goals 
per game. 

The teams meet for the second straight game. 

INJURIES: Predators: Luca Sbisa: out (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Staal: out (covid-19).

 

NHL Power Rankings: Reactions from first week of NHL season 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we take a 
look at the first week of the NHL season and some of the 
overreactions that may have come from it. 

The first week of a season is always a great time to jump to 
conclusions, and there is always the chance of overreacting 
to a ridiculously small sample size of games. You spend all 
offseason waiting for the first game, and you think your team 
is either going to win the Stanley Cup or the season is 
already over depending on what they did at the start. That is 
going to be especially easy to do this season given the 
shortened training camp, lack of preseason games, and the 
fact everybody is just jumping right into the real games. 

Every team is still getting getting up to speed and figuring 
itself out, and it has produced some pretty wild results so far. 

So let’s take a look at some of those early results and see 
where your team currently sits after one week. Many of these 
will change dramatically in the coming weeks. Rankings only 
account for games through Sunday. 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning. No Nikita Kucherov? No problem. A 
well oiled machine that just keeps humming along. 

2. Philadelphia Flyers. They scored 11 goals in two games 
against the Penguins and Carter Hart looks strong. The latter 
point is the important one. If that guy is good, the Flyers are 
going to be good. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights. As far as two-way players go Mark 
Stone is as good as it gets right now. With four games 
against a Coyotes team that will be without its captain (and 
top defender) for at least two of those games the Golden 
Knights can get off to a great start. 

4. Colorado Avalanche. We saw on Saturday night what this 
team can do when it is clicking on all cylinders. It is scary 
good. 

5. Washington Capitals. They have not always looked great, 
but five out of six points during a three-game in four-day 
stretch (all on the road) is a fine way to start the season. 

6. Nashville Predators. Improved special teams play (the 
penalty kill is perfect through two games) could make this 
team a surprising contender again. 

7. Minnesota Wild. Kirill Kaprizov looks like he is going to be 
worth the wait. In the spirit of overreactions the Calder 
Trophy might be his to lose. 

8. Montreal Canadiens. Josh Anderson has two goals in two 
games. He had one goal in 26 games a year ago. If he is 
healthy and rediscovers his goal scoring touch that would be 
a significant addition. 

9. Boston Bruins. They have played two games and only 
scored three goals with none of them coming at even-
strength. Not too concerned about that. Yet. 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs. They have not been great so far by 
any means, but they have done enough to win two out of 
three games. 

11. Calgary Flames. They let a two-goal lead slip away in the 
season opener, but then came back and helped Jacob 
Markstrom and Chris Tanev shut out their former team. 

12. Arizona Coyotes. The Phil Kessel redemption season 
might be underway. The Coyotes certainly need it. 

13. St. Louis Blues. When you lose the second game of the 
season 8-0 it kind of makes it easy to forget about the strong 
performance in the season opener. 
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14. Florida Panthers. New plan for this season: Tell Keith 
Yandle he is going to be a healthy scratch before every 
game, then play him and watch him score goals. 

15. Winnipeg Jets. It is only one game, but Patrik Laine 
looked great in that one game. 

16. Pittsburgh Penguins. They have struggled to keep the 
puck out of their own net so far and the power play looks 
horrific. Lot of wild cards on this team, none bigger than the 
unproven goalie duo. Think the rest of the team will figure it 
out. 

17. Carolina Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov is going to be 
special, and he is really going to take a big step toward that 
this season. 

18. New York Islanders. Ilya Sorokin had a tough debut, but 
he was also put into a tough spot when he was not expecting 
to play. The Islanders have played one dominant game and 
one lousy game. 

19. New York Rangers. The Rangers have played one 
dominant game and one lousy game. 

20. New Jersey Devils. We have seen the key to any 
success for them this season, and it is Mackenzie 
Blackwood. 

21. Vancouver Canucks. The bottom half of this lineup is still 
a huge concern. 

22. Ottawa Senators. Thomas Chabot is already a really 
good player and he has been great in the first two games. 

23. San Jose Sharks. This goaltending situation still seems 
like a major issue that has not been adequately addressed 
yet. 

24. Edmonton Oilers. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
are going to light up the scoreboard almost every game, but 
the question will still be whether or not this team can stop 
anybody. So far the answer is no. 

25. Buffalo Sabres. They probably deserved a better result in 
one of those first two games, but this season is still going to 
be an uphill battle with that goalie duo in that division. 

26. Los Angeles Kings. Snatching defeat from the jaws of 
victory so far. They have had a 3-1 lead in each game, only 
to lose both games 4-3 in overtime. They were two seconds 
away from winning the second game until Ryan Suter sent it 
to overtime. 

27. Detroit Red Wings. Credit to them for stealing a win 
against Carolina, but in two games they have been outshot 
73-35. That is not a sustainable way to compete. 

28. Anaheim Ducks. It is still hard to see where the offense is 
going to come from on this team. Interesting young talent, 
but not enough difference makers right now. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets. Their top forward (Pierre-Luc 
Dubois) wants out and they looked bad in their first two 
games. Still think this is a potential playoff team, but this is 
not the start you want. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks. This was going to be a bad hockey 
team even before they lost their top two centers. Without 
them it might be the worst team in the league. They have not 
even been competitive yet. 

Unranked 

Dallas Stars. How do you react to no games played yet? 
Check back in next week. 
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Confidence is Key for Martin Necas in Year Two 

Martin Necas looks to build his game after an impressive 
rookie season. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes are a team defined by their youth, 
and after a quietly productive rookie season, Martin Necas 
has firmly placed himself in the middle of a group that is 
expected to lead the way for this team for years to come. 

At the age of 20, he broke into the league on a full-time basis 
and was the team’s best point-producer upfront outside of 
their star-studded top line, and his 16 goals ranked third 
among all Carolina skaters. He did that while seeing just 
14:10 of ice time per night. 

That number is expected to go up now that he has a full NHL 
season under his belt, and with an increased role it becomes 
imperative that he builds on the offensive output he 
generated as a first-year player. 

The key to unlocking that next level is confidence. 

“Just naturally, you’re going to get better,” Rod Brind’Amour 
said about Necas last week. “Being confident, being around 
the league, being more confident in your own ability.” 

The same was true for Andrei Svechnikov when he 
blossomed into a star from year one to year two. In all 
likelihood, Necas isn’t going to score at a 30-goal pace or 
produce at the near point-per-game rate that Svechnikov did 
as a second-year player, but it’s fair to expect him to take his 
own version of “the next step”. 

The addition of Vincent Trocheck at the trade deadline 
helped beef up the Hurricanes’ center depth, taking some of 
the weight off of Jordan Staal’s shoulders and hopefully 
bringing more offensive upside to the middle-six. 

Necas started the season on Thursday with Staal as his 
center, but he will certainly play a significant portion of his 
season on a line with Trocheck and perhaps even 
Svechnikov. 

That opportunity isn’t granted lightly by this Carolina 
coaching staff, and the expectations are rising for Necas. 

“I’m hoping that we see that steady progression,” said 
Brind’Amour. “I don’t know if he’s going to get much more 
skilled. I don’t know if he’s going to skate faster or shoot the 
puck harder than he can now, but he can be more confident 
with it and more aware of his surroundings - finding open ice, 
things you get an understanding of the more you play at this 
level.” 

With growth comes comfort, and we’ve seen young players 
break into the league and take years to develop the 
willingness to shoot the puck. Teuvo Teravainen is a very 
obvious example of someone who just doesn’t like shooting 
the puck - and that isn’t a knock on him because it’s part of 
who he is as a player. 

Necas’ puck-moving ability certainly precedes his shooting 
acumen, but it’s something that could start to change this 
season. 

“Sometimes coaches tell me that I have to shoot more,” 
Necas said. “When I can shoot the puck, I’m always looking 
for a better option, but sometimes there’s not even a better 
option, I just try to find someone. My shot isn’t bad, so I need 
to shoot a little more. I feel like I’m a playmaker who can 
score as well.” 

Through the first two games of the season, the Czech 
forward has six shots on goal. He averaged just 1.38 shots 
on goal per game as a rookie but he scored on 18.2% of his 
shots. He absolutely has the ability to pick corners and 
unleash powerful shots (even if he falls down while taking 
most of them). 

That’s an area where he can be even more lethal. We saw 
glimpses of it last season. 

More importantly, though, the natural progression that 
Brind’Amour spoke on has a lot to do with who you’re 
surrounded by. The leadership group of the Canes plays a 
big role in shaping these young players, and Necas 
experienced that last season, as well. 

“It’s all about little details here. In my first year in the AHL, I 
was getting used to the North American ice. Then last 
season, at the beginning it was a little hard, then as the 
season went on, with every game it was a little easier. Just 
learning from those guys like Jordan Staal. Those little 
details - they all help you. Once you just build your 
confidence, everything is better.” 

Last season, we got a taste of what Necas can be at the 
NHL level. He has tantalizing speed and skill that can dice up 
opposing defenses, but how much better can he get? With 
the rising confidence and maturity in his game, it looks like 
he’s just getting started. 

“Last year was my rookie year, and it was good. Everyone 
wants to just get better.”
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Reimer, Hurricanes outduel Predators in Nashville 

The Carolina Hurricanes opened up a back-to-back with the 
Nashville Predators with a 4-2 win Monday night, as Andrei 
Svechnikov tallied a goal and assist to lead the way. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes continued a season-opening road 
trip Monday night in Nashville, beating the Predators 4-2 
behind a two-point night from Andrei Svechnikov and strong 
performance in net from James Reimer.  

Svechnikov scored the Canes’ opener in the second period 
and assisted a Sebastian Aho goal in the third, and he now 
has five points through three games this season. Vincent 
Trocheck netted his second of the season in the third to 
regain a lead for the Canes, and Nino Niederreiter sealed 
things with an empty netter. Trocheck and Aho both also had 
an assist. 

For Nashville, Filip Forsberg tied things up in the second 
shortly after Svechnikov’s opener, while Viktor Arvidsson cut 
a 3-1 Canes’ lead to 3-2 in the third. Veteran Pekka Rinne 
was between the pipes for the Preds, stopping 16 of 18 shots 
faced.  

Reimer was a big positive for the Canes in his first game of 
the season, stopping 31 of 33 shots faced. He made some 
great saves along the way, keeping things scoreless early 
and helping to preserve Carolina’s leads late.  

The first 20 minutes weren’t the prettiest for either team, as 
things entered the first intermission still scoreless. Reimer 
was sharp in his first period of hockey of the season, 
stopping 12 shots in the first period alone. 

The Canes had a couple of decent looks, including a two-on-
one from Svechnikov to Aho and a point shot from Haydn 
Fleury created by an outstanding individual effort from Teuvo 
Teravainen, but Carolina couldn’t capitalize on either.  

Twice in the first period the Hurricanes had penalties quickly 
nullified by Nashville, as the Predators committed a penalty 
of their own within 20 seconds both times. The over three 
minutes of four-on-four hockey didn’t produce a goal. 
Carolina was whistled once more near the end of the period 
as Svechnikov was called for tripping, but killed it off in the 
second period.  

For the majority of the second period the Predators 
dominated the puck but Reimer couldn’t be beat, as the 
Canes netminder made a couple of great saves to keep 
things at 0-0. Nashville also had some unforced errors in the 
offensive third to help that as well.  

The Canes’ first full power play of the night broke the 
stalemate, as Svechnikov ripped a phenomenal snipe past 
Rinne with under four minutes to play in the middle frame. 
Forsberg was whistled for interference, and Svechnikov 
unloaded a wicked wrister for his third goal in three games 
less than a minute later.  

Carolina however immediately gave back its goal advantage, 
as Forsberg made up for his costly penalty with a game-tying 
tally just 46 seconds later. Dante Fabbro dumped a puck out 
of the defensive zone and Arvidsson redirected it with a 
subtle touch, springing Forsberg in for a one-on-one with 
Reimer.. 

In Saturday’s loss to Detroit the Canes gave up a goal less 
than a minute after a breakthrough goal, and they did it again 
Monday night in Nashville.  

The Canes took the lead early on in the third thanks to some 
puck luck and a beautiful snipe from Trocheck. Shortly after 
a Nashville shot rattled off the Canes’ post, Trocheck forced 
a turnover and laced a wrister past Rinne’s blocker and 
under the crossbar. 

The Hurricanes struck again shortly after killing off a Brady 
Skjei penalty, as Aho tallied his first goal of the season off a 
great feed from Svechnikov. Jake Gardiner made a really 
strong defensive play to deny a Nashville opportunity and hit 
Svechnikov, who brought it up the ice and delivered a perfect 
pass across to Aho. 

Nashville again answered right back after a Carolina goal, as 
Arvidsson netted on a power play after a bad penalty taken 
by Warren Foegele. The Predators won an offensive zone 
faceoff and Ryan Johansen laid the puck across the ice to 
Arvidsson, who wristed a great shot past Reimer to cut 
Carolina’s lead to one.  

The Canes held on to see out the win, as Niederreiter scored 
his second of the season into an empty net to seal things up.  

The Hurricanes and Predators will be right back at it Tuesday 
night for the second leg of the back-to-back.  
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Svechnikov and Reimer on second win of season 

The Canes’ head coach, winning goalie and star winger 
spoke to the media following a 4-2 win over Nashvhille.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes got back to their winning ways in their third 
game of the season, picking up a 4-2 victory in game one of 
a back-to-back in Nashville.  

While there was plenty to like, including a strong night for 
James Reimer and big goals from Andrei Svechnikov, 
Vincent Trocheck and Sebastian Aho, the win did not come 
without a cost. The Canes, already without captain Jordan 
Staal due to his placement on the COVID protocol list, may 
have lost top-line forward Teuvo Teravainen to an injury.  

Brind’Amour, Svechnikov and Reimer spoke to the media via 
Zoom following the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On how this game compares to the other two: The effort’s 
been great. It’s tough sledding. We lose [Jordan Staal] and 
then [Teuvo Teravainen] is out. You realize quickly how 
important those guys are, lugging close to 20 minutes a 
night, doing power play and penalty kill, then all of the 
sudden those guys aren’t there and other guys had to just 
step up into roles that normally they don’t do. From that 
standpoint, I think it was a gutsy win. 

On Teravainen’s status: I don’t really know. He tweaked 
something, so we kind of kept him around for the one power 
play, because he said he thought he could kind of stand over 
there and work his magic, but I’m not sure where he stands 
for tomorrow.  

On Vincent Trocheck: He’s a competitor. I said that from day 
one. You know he’s going to compete. I think we’re using 
him on everything right now. Obviously that was a huge goal. 
He’s going to compete every night. He’s going to make some 
mistakes, just like everybody, and it’s all generally trying to 
do too much. You really can’t fault guys for that at the end of 
the day. He’s making some good plays for us, and that’s 
obviously why we got him. 

James Reimer: He was great. It always seems to come down 
to goaltending in this league. Obviously, they had some 
really good looks. He was just sharp. I think that was settling 
for us, so we could somewhat get our game going a little bit. 
That’s obviously what you need to be successful.  

On Andrei Svechnikov: He seems to be getting more and 
more, in big crunch time, he doesn’t shy away. That was just 
a high-end play all the way around. His goal was a high-end 
goal. I don’t think people realize how hard that is, what he’s 
doing over there on that off side, to catch and turn and fire it 
that hard. It’s a skillset not many guys can do. Obviously he 
was a difference maker tonight.  

On faceoff struggles the past two games with Staal out: It’s 
obviously troubling, but that’s why. We had a guy who takes 
20 faceoffs a night, and now 30 of our faceoffs are going to 
guys that that’s not necessarily their specialty, that’s a big 

deal. So these are things that you miss when the big guy’s 
out. That’s just part of it. 

On a morning skate tomorrow: There’s no chance they’ll be 
skating. We obviously have a few extra guys, so they’ll do 
their work, but this is going to be a year of this. We give it all 
we have in a game, rest and then do it again. All the 
practices are done in the video room. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On his goal to open the scoring after the Canes struggled 
offensively early: The first couple shifts were actually pretty 
hard, but after I thought it was good. On my goal, I think 
Dougie [Hamilton] made a great play for me. He made space 
for me, and I just walked in and shot it on net. 

On the chemistry between him and Sebastian Aho: We 
played together all last year. We got some chemistry from 
last year. Obviously I know where he is going to be, and he 
knows where I’m going to be. That does make it easy on us. 
We feel each other now very well.  

On if the team is getting its skates underneath it now: Yeah, 
of course. We didn’t play any exhibition games. And no one 
played. Obviously it’s hard the first couple of games. Your 
legs feel a little bit heavy. You don’t feel like you’re a part 
with the stick. Every game it’s getting better. Even today I felt 
way better than last game. 

On the way Reimer played Monday night: He’s huge for us. 
He made very good saves. He’s very confident in himself, 
and we’re very confident in the team.  

James Reimer 

On playing so well and keeping his cool after not playing for 
so long: I wish I knew the answer to that. You just trust your 
preparation. I’ve been working hard in practice. We had that 
one little scrimmage, a couple morning skates. Every day 
you just try to bring your A-game mentally, and obviously 
physically. When it comes to games, obviously like I said in 
my interview during camp, there’s a big gap between 
practices and games. You just get in there and just try and 
play your game. Just trust it. You’ve got to know that you’re 
going to make mistakes. You know that’s alright. Just stay 
with it and trust it, and hopefully something good will come. 

On the importance of facing shots early: Yeah, that’s nice. It 
was nice. It’s good to feel the puck. Like I always say, it’s 
nice to get shots as long as they don’t go in. It felt good to 
get into the game and make some saves and kind of get a 
feel for it and the quickness of the game. 

On how he kept from pressing early in his first game of the 
year: It definitely is different when you’re not playing 
regularly, and in this case we obviously haven’t played for a 
couple months. Honestly, the biggest thing is just trusting 
your game. The way you trust it is to prepare and work every 
day. If you don’t put the work in, then you can be pretty 
nervous because you don’t know what is going to happen. 
When you come to the rink and try to be honest every day, 
then you just trust it. You never know how the game is going 
to go. You could have seven bounces that can go off of 
people and in, or you have a couple good shots. Obviously 
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anything can happen. But like I said, you just try to have that 
trust.  

 
About last night: Reimer, Svechnikov, Aho, Trocheck propel Canes to victory 

The Canes enjoyed some big games from some of their best 
players, but last night’s victory could also leave them with 
another key absence.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

For a good chunk of two periods against the Nashville 
Predators Monday night, the Hurricanes appeared headed 
for another lackluster game that could lead to a loss. But the 
team finally got going, and, thanks to a rock-solid game from 
James Reimer in net and big goals from Andrei Svechnikov, 
Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck, they secured a 4-2 
victory instead.  

While the win wasn’t perfect, and may have come at a cost, 
there’s plenty to build on. Let’s take a look at some key 
takeaways from Carolina’s third game: 

Optimus Reim 

For the second game in a row, the Canes got off to a poor 
start. They were sloppy at both ends of the nice, particularly 
for a good portion of the second period. Nashville easily 
could have dented the score board first, and multiple times, 
to put Carolina out of this one. The main reason that didn’t 
happen? James Reimer. 

Making his first start of the season, Reimer was superb, 
stopping 31 of 33 Predators shots as the Canes were 
outshot 33-24, and turning aside numerous grade-A 
chances. Reimer couldn’t be faulted on either Predators 
goal, and he more than earned his first win of the year.  

For Reimer, seeing so much action early helped him settle in 
after such a long layoff. For the Canes, his ability to settle in 
so quickly was the difference between victory and defeat.  

“He was great,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It always 
seems to come down to goaltending in this league. 
Obviously, they had some really good looks. He was just 
sharp. I think that was settling for us, so we could somewhat 
get our game going a little bit. That’s obviously what you 
need to be successful.” 

Coming into a compressed, 56-game schedule, the Canes 
knew being able to rely on both their goalies would be vital. 
Between Reimer’s performance Monday, Petr Mrazek’s 
shutout on opening night and a game-two loss that was no 
fault of Mrazek’s, so far so good in that department. 

Svechnikov setting the tone 

Coming off a forgettable performance in the Hurricanes’ 
season opener, Svechnikov has led the charge in the past 
two games. Coming off a goal and assist performance 
against the Red Wings on Saturday, he followed it up with 
the same Tuesday.  

With the Canes desperately needing a spark late in the 
second period, it was Svechnikov who provided it with a 
power-play snipe to break a scoreless deadlock. While, 
similarly to Svechnikov’s power-play blast that was tipped 

home by Trocheck against Detroit, the Canes almost 
immediately gave up a goal following the tally, this one 
sparked them to a much better performance the rest of the 
game, ultimately propelling the team to victory.  

The sample size is small, but Svechnikov’s total of three 
goals through three games is tied for the league lead, and 
his five points sits tied for second in the NHL. 

“In big crunch time, he doesn’t shy away,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That was just a high-end play all the way around. His goal 
was a high-end goal. I don’t think people realize how hard 
that is, what he’s doing over there on that off side, to catch 
and turn and fire it that hard. It’s a skillset not many guys can 
do. Obviously he was a difference maker tonight.” 

Svechnikov also made a great pass on Sebastian Aho’s 
game winner. Speaking of… 

Aho on the board 

Coming into the season, much of the discourse around the 
Hurricanes’ forward lines out of camp centered on 
Svechnikov’s removal from the top line with Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen. While Brind’Amour was looking to spread the 
wealth and not put all his eggs in one basket, sometimes you 
have to put your big guns together and let them go to work. 

With Teravainen largely unavailable (more on that in a bit), 
Brind’Amour did that in the third period, putting Aho and 
Svechnikov with Brock McGinn. The move paid off, with Aho 
finishing off a gorgeous feed from Svechnikov for his first 
marker of the season.  

“We played together all last year,” Svechnikov said. “We got 
some chemistry from last year. Obviously I know where he is 
going to be, and he knows where I’m going to be. That does 
make it easy on us. We feel each other now very well.” 

And that first goal for Aho could be a domino effect. He’s 
been a player who’s taken a bit to start scoring in years past, 
but once he does, the goals come in bunches. With a short 
season, the Canes couldn’t really afford a slow start from 
their best player. Now that Aho has that first goal, it would be 
a large development for the Canes if that sparks a similar 
outburst to years past. 

Trocheck stepping up to the plate 

Coming into this season, Vincent Trocheck was arguably the 
biggest X Factor in the Canes taking a step forward. If he 
could be the second-line center the team thought it was 
getting at last year’s trade deadline and get back to his top-
six form from previous seasons in Florida, it would make the 
lineup that much more dangerous.  

He’s been that so far, contributing in all phases of the game 
and scoring two goals, including a beautiful shot off the rush 
Monday that gave the Canes a lead they wouldn’t relinquish.  

“He’s a competitor,” Brind’Amour said. “I said that from day 
one. You know he’s going to compete. I think we’re using 
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him on everything right now. Obviously that was a huge goal. 
He’s going to compete every night. He’s going to make some 
mistakes, just like everybody, and it’s all generally trying to 
do too much. You really can’t fault guys for that at the end of 
the day. He’s making some good plays for us, and that’s 
obviously why we got him.” 

A costly win? 

The victory may have been a bittersweet for the Hurricanes. 
Aside from their two power plays in the second and third, 
Teravainen largely did not play after the first period. 
Brind’Amour said he “tweaked something,” and while he 
wanted to gut it out on the power play, was otherwise not 
available, and his status for tonight’s game is uncertain.  

The Hurricanes are already without captain Jordan Staal, 
who remains on the league’s COVID protocol list, and his 
absence has been felt, particularly in the faceoff circle. If 
Teravainen has to miss anytime, the team would be without 
its do-it-all, playmaking winger.  

Every team knew this would be a season of attrition due to 
curve balls thrown by the pandemic and injuries stemming 
from the condensed schedule. Organizational depth would 
be important, and the Hurricanes have that. Still, having to fill 
in for players of Staal and Teravainen’s caliber and 
importance would test any team’s mettle, and the Hurricanes 
are likely no different.  

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248589910.html 

https://theathletic.com/2331356/2021/01/19/hurricanes-right-ship-beat-predators/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/01/svechnikov-reimer-lead-hurricanes-in-nashville/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-best-predators/c-320434002 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-recap/c-320165324 

https://apnews.com/article/rocco-grimaldi-jake-gardiner-nino-niederreiter-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-47904156bed0da6b5c6197f17dd68578 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-nashville-nashville-predators-tennessee-683ff0b9c40b4c7fabc1f4f21b2d3e36 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/01/18/nhl-power-rankings-overreactions-from-first-week-of-nhl-season/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/18/22227858/confidence-is-key-for-martin-necas-in-year-two-carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-jordan-

staal-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/18/22238049/reimer-hurricanes-outduel-predators-in-nashville 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/18/22238113/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brind-andrei-svechnikov-james-reimer-nashville-predators 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/19/22238192/carolina-hurricanes-james-reimer-vicnent-trocheck-rod-brindamour-sebastian-aho-andrei-

svechnikov-t 
 

 

 

 

 

1199634 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

‘Simple, simple, simple’: Observations on the Hurricanes righting the ship 

 

By Sara Civian Jan 18, 2021  

 

This NHL season is going to be as weird as it is emotional, full stop. 

You’re tempted to judge every shift of every game when there are only 
56, but you’re reminded how rusty these players are with no preseason 
and a limited training camp. Your team needs to crush the Detroit Red 
Wings every time you play them or your team is in trouble, but it seems 
very unlikely that any team will beat an opponent eight times, and wait — 
the Wings aren’t looking so bad. 

If you’re feeling like everything — good and bad — is exaggerated, 
you’re not alone, and I implore you to feel all of your hockey feelings this 
season. In objective reality, though, the Canes are 2-1 after handing the 
Nashville Predators their first home loss, 4-2, on Monday. It wasn’t 
perfect, but it was, as coach Rod Brind’Amour put it, “Gutsy.” It was also 
crucial after a loss against Detroit and a subsequent Hurricanes Twitter 
meltdown. 

What do we do about all these mixed emotions? We organize them into a 
little list and call them observations. 

1. The general vibe of Canes Twitter was much calmer about the state of 
the team after Monday’s win — funny how that works. But some valid 
issues were still addressed. 

2. Jokes aside, it has been a long two days. Captain Jordan Staal was 
placed on the COVID-19 protocol list before the loss in Detroit on 
Saturday, and the stats from the faceoff dot have been almost comically 
bad ever since. Monday night, the Predators won 67 percent of the 
faceoffs. 
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Vincent Trocheck went 4-for-14, Jordan Martinook went 2-for-8, Morgan 
Geekie went 1-for-4 and Sebastian Aho broke even at 8-for-16. It’s not 
something to obsess over — especially on the road — but it’s not 
characteristic of the Corsi Canes, and you have to admit it makes you 
miss Staal. 

“(The faceoff situation) is obviously troubling, but that’s why,” 
Brind’Amour said postgame. “You have a guy that takes 20 faceoffs per 
night, now one-third of your faceoffs are going to guys who don’t 
necessarily — that’s not their specialty. That’s a big deal. These are 
things you miss when the big guy’s out.” 

3. Like anyone else watching the first three Hurricanes games, I have 
had my fair share of fluctuating thoughts on the scale of “Everything’s 
fine” to “Quebec City 2022,” but something about Andrei Svechnikov’s 
tone postgame Saturday forced me to believe that everything was, in 
fact, fine. 

“It’s all about mindset, right? We came out, we weren’t ready at all — 
especially me, I wasn’t ready,” he said, after two goals in two games. “I 
gotta play better from the start of the game … We gotta be ready. We 
gotta prepare better, have a better warmup. We’re going to do that next 
game, for sure.” 

Like I said, Svechnikov had been putting up points — even while buried 
in the lineup — but I knew what he meant. There’d been a few, sloppy 
miscues in his game, and I know by now he cares about more than 
whatever’s on the scoresheet. 

And yes, we truly returned to normalcy with a Svechnikov stick infraction 
Monday. But he put pressure on himself and the team with his words 
Saturday, then gave us a complete, dare I say beastly, Gordie Howe of 
the 919-esque performance Monday. 

“We didn’t play any exhibition games — no one did — it’s hard the first 
couple of games,” he said Monday. “Your legs feel heavy, but every 
game is getting better. Even today, I felt way better than last game.” 

As of 12:51 am on Tuesday morning, Svechnikov is in an 11-way tie for 
the league lead in goals with three. And, apparently, he’s just starting to 
feel better. 

4. We mustn’t forget the ultimate sacrifice that was made on the way to 
Svechnikov’s greatness: Dougie Hamilton’s shot streak. After recording 
at least one shot on goal in 296 consecutive games — the longest active 
streak in the NHL — Hamilton registered zero Monday. But he did set up 
a beautiful play that led to the aforementioned Svechnikov goal, and I 
feel like that’s some character development. 

But still, I grew emotionally attached to this shot streak. Good night, 
sweet prince. 

5. That’s two goals in two games for Trocheck, despite having to fill 
Staal’s shoes all of the sudden. 

“He’s competitive, I’ve said that from day one,” Brind’Amour said. “You 
know he’s gonna compete. We’re using him on everything right now, and, 
obviously, he had that huge goal. He’s going to make some mistakes, 
like anyone, but that all comes from a place of generally trying to do too 
much, and you can’t really fault guys for that. He’s making some good 
plays for us.” 

6. Speaking of playmakers, Teuvo Teravainen played only a handful of 
shifts — none even-strength — in the last two periods of the game. 
Brind’Amour had said earlier that a few Canes are nicked up, and it turns 
out Teravainen is one of them. 

“I don’t really know — he tweaked something, so we kind of kept him 
around for the one power play,” Brind’Amour said. “He said he could kind 
of stand over there (referring to Turbo’s sweet spot in the right circle) and 
work his magic, but I’m not sure where he stands for (Tuesday).” 

7. I’m seeing way too much about how the Canes should be practicing 
more, and I need to shut that down. Using practice as a punishment 
doesn’t work for a team as competitive and already intrinsically motivated 

as this one. Rest is a weapon, especially in such a compact season with 
so many back-to-backs — not to mention the higher risk of injury. 

“There’s no chance they’ll be skating (Tuesday),” Brind’Amour said 
postgame. “This is going to be a year of this — we give it all we have in 
the game, then rest, and then do it again. All the practices are done in 
the video room.” 

As an aside, “This is going to be a year of this” is now the best quote of 
2021. 

8. Aho is on the board three games into the season, and for someone 
who has historically struggled to score early on, that matters. 

“It usually takes a couple games to get the legs going and feel for the 
puck, just get your mind right, you know?” He’d said after morning skate. 
“Try to slow it down in your head. First game was OK, effort was there, 
really just battled through the game. The second game wasn’t our best — 
I mean, everyone tried super hard — we work really hard as a team, but 
we made some mistakes, and the way we played wasn’t right. 

It’s definitely bounce-back time today.” 

And it was. 

9. I asked Ryan Dzingel earlier Monday what the Canes needed to do to 
get back on track, and he nailed it: 

“Keep it a little bit more simple, I think that’s all it is. Just simple, simple 
simple.” 

10. You ready to wake up and do this all again? 
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Pekka Rinne makes rare start for Nashville Predators in loss against 
Hurricanes 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

So much for 56-0. 

It wasn't how the Predators started Monday against the Hurricanes so 
much as it was who started in goal for the Predators. 

Juuse Saros took a seat on the bench for a change. Pekka Rinne took 
his place, his first start since March 2. 

The Predators didn't finish with their third straight victory, though. A 4-2 
loss halted their season-opening winning streak at two after the 
Hurricanes scored two goals in the third period. The Predators also had 
won five in a row during the regular season dating to last year. 

Viktor Arvidsson scored his first goal – and the Predators' first power-play 
goal of the season – late in the third. 

Rinne allowed three goals, including a short-handed score, and made 20 
saves. 

Willie O'Ree, the first Black player in NHL history, was honored before 
the game at Bridgestone Arena on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Both 
teams took the ice for the anthem and the video montage before the 
game. 

During the game, Filip Forsberg pushed his scoring streak to three to 
start the season. His goal during the second period tied the score 1-1 
and came 46 seconds after he watched from the penalty box as the 
Hurricanes took a 1-0 lead. 

Forsberg's first two goals this season put the Predators ahead. 
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Forsberg scored in the first four games last season, a franchise record. 

"That's a big part of my game, being a guy you can count on in those 
situations," Forsberg said before Monday's game. 

Big number: 16. Different Predators who have been credited with a point 
through the first three games of the season.  

Big name: Arvidsson was checked hard into the boards in front of his 
bench during the second period and was doubled over in pain before 
making his way down the tunnels to see trainers. He returned shortly 
after and assisted on Forsberg's goal. 

Big game: Vincent Trocheck scored a short-handed goal to put the 
Hurricanes ahead 2-1 early in the third. 

On the wire: The Predators recalled forward Mathieu Olivier from the taxi 
squad and assigned defenseman Ben Harpur from the Chicago Wolves 
of the AHL to the taxi squad.   

Next: Predators vs. Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Bridgestone 
Arena, Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM. 
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Nashville Predators goalie Pekka Rinne knows starting time will come 
this season 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

All work and no play for the last 322 days has made Pekka Rinne a 
backup goalie.  

The 38-year-old had been used to all work and all play with the 
Predators. 

But that changed Monday when Rinne started against the Hurricanes, his 
first start since March 2, 2020. He made 20 saves in the 4-2 loss, 
allowing three goals on 23 shots. 

A lot has changed in the near year since Rinne was outfitted in full goalie 
gear and in the crease to start for the only team he's known.  

In some ways his responsibilities have increased since then. For one, he 
became a first-time father in early December. 

He found out his son, Paulus Oliver Rinne, was coming early during what 
seemed like a never-ending quarantine, while he was installing a gym in 
his garage with a friend. 

But the Predators and coach John Hynes are confident not much has 
changed in Rinne's play, despite the long layoff. 

With a condensed, intradivisional-only schedule that includes 10 back-to-
backs, Rinne still will fill his share of starts in what could be the hurrah of 
his 15-year career. His contract expires after this season and Rinne has 
declined to speculate too much on his future after this season ends, 
beyond being a dad. 

Yes, Rinne's streak of consecutive playoff starts, which is at 89, 
technically still is intact because the last summer's play-in series against 
the Coyotes doesn't count as a playoff appearance. 

Yes, Juuse Saros is the undisputed starter now. Including that play-in 
series, Saros had been in net to start 10 consecutive games and 14 of 15 
going into Monday's contest against the Carolina Hurricanes, the first of a 
back-to-back. 

Rinne was the first goalie off the ice during the morning skate Monday, 
when Hynes said he was fully confident in the 2017-18 Vezina Trophy 
winner. 

Even if he hasn't played in a game in almost 11 months. 

"We'll find out," Hynes said. "He's in a really good spot. There were times 
last year where it was different for him, where (Saros) got a majority of 
the starts or played consecutive games and (Rinne) was the backup." 

Rinne, who was accustomed to playing most games, knew the routine, 
knew when he wasn't going to play, which typically was the back end of 
back-to-backs. Save for the 2013-14 lockout season, Rinne started a 
career-low 35 times last season.  

He posted the worst numbers of his career with a 3.17 goals-against 
average and .895 save percentage. He played just 1,004 minutes. 

But then came different. His routine changed when he became the 
backup. He became used to sitting on the bench wearing a facemask 
rather than a goalie mask. 

He didn't start a season-opener for the first time since 2009. 

"He seems refreshed," Hynes continued. "He's extremely fit. ... He just 
had a son. He's gone through a little bit of that transition period at the end 
of last season and he's ready to go." 

Hynes said the plan is to play who is performing, the caveat being that 
both are going to play, though. 

Rinne has tired of talking about retirement. He insists it's too early to tell, 
though he added he would like his son to see him play in the NHL 
someday, and be able to remember it. 

That could be a between-the-pipes dream, Rinne knows. He enjoyed the 
downtime during the extended offseason. 

"I had a lot of time at home and I was totally comfortable with that," Rinne 
told The Tennessean. "I wasn't anxious or anything, so I guess that's a 
good sign that eventually when my hockey career is done. ... I'm excited 
to be a full-time dad." 

And he seems OK with not being a full-time starting goalie. 

He seems OK, like he has been for the last few years, being looked up to 
by Saros. 

The transition has been made easier by the close relationship shared by 
the fellow Fins.  

"It works well because they're both incredibly talented," forward Colton 
Sissons said. "Both have incredible work ethic. ... We don't care who's in 
net. (Rinne) has been unbelievable, just being a great leader to (Saros) 
and showing the way and supporting him the whole way." 
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Nashville Predators vs. Carolina Hurricanes: How to watch Monday's 
game 

 

Nick Gray 

 

Here's how to watch the Nashville Predators' game against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at Bridgestone Arena:  

Nashville Predators vs. Hurricanes: TV, streaming and radio info 

FACEOFF: 7 p.m. Monday, Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

TV: Fox Sports Tennessee 
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[ Can't stream today's Nashville Predators game? Here's why ] 

RADIO: 102.5 The Game (Nashville), NHL app 

STREAMING: NHL.tv, FOX Sports app, AT&T Now 

2019-20 RECORDS: Predators 35-26-8; Hurricanes 38-25-5 

SATURDAY'S GAME RESULT: Predators 5, Blue Jackets 2 

Your guide to Monday's game 

CLOSER TO HIS RETURN:What's next for Nashville Predators' Mikael 
Granlund after immigration issues? Quarantine, of course 

GAME 2 TAKE:Luke Kunin, Filip Forsberg score again as Predators beat 
Blue Jackets to win second in a row 

GENTRY ESTES: More than anyone, Filip Forsberg can be what the 
Nashville Predators badly need 

Check here for live updates from Monday's game: 
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Is Filip Forsberg’s mustache behind his fast start? Predators mailbag 

 

By Adam Vingan Jan 18, 2021 

 

Note: Submitted questions have been edited for clarity and length. 

Can Filip Forsberg keep up this scoring pace? What is he doing 
differently this year? — Andy R. 

It must be the mustache. That hipster handlebar has given him Super 
Mario-like powers. 

Forsberg is not going to score a goal per game, but he is off to another 
fast start. His goals against the Columbus Blue Jackets were practically 
identical — end-to-end rushes that he generated with heads-up plays in 
the defensive zone. 

Predators coach John Hynes wants Forsberg to lead with his power, and 
that is what he did on his goal Thursday. Watch as he bullies his way out 
of the defensive zone before creating a scoring chance off the rush, 
where he is most dangerous. (Six of the Predators’ goals this season 
have come off the rush, according to Sportlogiq.) 

Forsberg has the tools to be a dominant power forward. He seems to 
have embraced that style of play. 

Who drops down to the third line when Mikael Granlund returns? — 
Timothy W. 

Granlund has arrived in Nashville and begun his seven-day quarantine. 
During that time, he will have to produce four negative COVID-19 tests. 

It would make sense to reunite Granlund with Matt Duchene, his most 
frequent linemate last season. One idea would be to move Erik Haula to 
the third line and Nick Cousins to the fourth. Haula, Colton Sissons and 
Rocco Grimaldi could be a solid combination, and Cousins and Brad 
Richardson skated together during training camp. 

On Saturday, Hynes said his staff has been sending video shown in team 
meetings to Granlund. 

“From a tactical standpoint, I think it’ll be no problem for him at all,” 
Hynes said. “The real challenge (will) be coming out of quarantine (and) 
getting ready physically to be able to play. I don’t think we’ll rush it. I think 
the wrong thing to do is just to throw him in because we feel like he’s a 
really good player and we want him in there. He’s only going to be a 

really good player for us if he’s physically ready to play, so we’ll gauge 
that once he gets up and running here with us.” 

After all the changes over the past year, do you see this Predators team 
as being better equipped to deal with adversity? — Daniel S. 

It appears that way. For starters, the Predators won both games against 
the Blue Jackets after giving up the first goal. Last season, they were 8-
20-4 when doing so. 

Specifically, I think of Dante Fabbro’s miscue that led to Boone Jenner’s 
breakaway goal Thursday. Previous versions of the Predators would 
have come undone in that moment. That was not the case in the season 
opener. The Predators battled back and dominated the third period. 

Neither game was spotless, but the Predators’ tenacity was an 
encouraging sight. 

“There was a little bit of adversity in both games, which I do like,” Hynes 
said. “When we wound up finding a way to score, it was later in the 
game. When you play in tight games like this, there’s great learning 
lessons from it, and I think they’re really good for this hockey team. 

“When you’re in tight hockey games, you really have to be mentally 
tough, mentally focused. You’ve got to continue to battle. You’ve got to 
do the right things. You’ve got to have mental stamina and competitive 
stamina. I think that’s what we’ve taken out of these games.” 

Has Predators president and CEO Sean Henry been asked about the hit 
that the team is going to take in the television ratings? — Robert T. 

Robert is referring to the fact that Fox Sports Tennessee is unavailable 
on popular streaming services such as Hulu, Sling and YouTube TV. 

To my knowledge, Henry has not been asked about that, but it is out of 
his control. Until Sinclair Broadcast Group, which owns the Fox Sports 
regional networks, and those streaming platforms come to an agreement, 
customers are out of luck. 

You can find which providers carry Fox Sports Tennessee here. 

What was the point of claiming defenseman Luca Sbisa when there are 
better depth candidates out there? — Joel B. 

The Predators’ decision to claim Sbisa, a 30-year-old veteran of 548 NHL 
games, raised eyebrows. 

Hynes cited Sbisa’s experience, physicality and ability to play on either 
side as reasons for picking him up off waivers. He is a run-of-the-mill 
depth defenseman who will not be adversely affected by sitting out for 
long stretches, unlike Alexandre Carrier, for example, who is better off 
playing. 

Cole Smith? — Zeke S. 

According to Wikipedia, “Cole Smith is an American professional ice 
hockey player for the Nashville Predators of the National Hockey League 
(NHL).” 

Oh, you wanted more? I reached out to Grand Forks Herald reporter 
Brad Elliott Schlossman for a scouting report on Smith, who signed a 
one-year contract with the Predators in March after four seasons at the 
University of North Dakota. Here is what he said: 

Smith’s fitness and strength levels are off the charts; he won UND’s Iron 
Man competition three times in four years. He matched up with opposing 
top lines and routinely shut them down. It was hard for them to score 
when he always had the puck in the offensive zone. 

Smith is not going to impress you with his skill, but he is an ideal bottom-
six forward. His puck-possession game is great, and he is going to be 
physical and play with pace. I think he was a terrific signing by Nashville. 
The organization did its homework. 

In Smith’s NHL debut, which he earned through an impressive training 
camp, the 25-year-old played 5:57 on Thursday in a fourth-line role. The 
Predators returned him to the taxi squad Friday. 
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Is Dante Fabbro miscast as a top-four defenseman at this point in his 
career? — Chris P. 

Fabbro at times appeared overwhelmed in his first full season as a top-
four defenseman, but that was expected. 

The Predators were confident enough in Fabbro, 22, to trade P.K. 
Subban in June 2019. He is still growing into the role, and it helps that he 
and Mattias Ekholm have a better understanding of each other, which 
should lead to improved defensive play from the pair. 

“He was a rookie last year and learned a lot,” Ekholm said. “This year, he 
just feels more comfortable, as any young player would coming into the 
league. That (applies) to us as a pairing as well. We’ve got a year under 
our belt together, and we can build on things now. We don’t have to start 
from scratch.” 

Can you clarify the call-up/assignment procedure with AHL Chicago? Do 
the Predators have access to the players they’ve assigned there? — Rick 
G. 

Yes, the Predators can recall players from the AHL whenever they want, 
just as they would in a normal season. The main difference is that those 
players would be subject to the COVID-19 protocol and unable to 
immediately join the Predators. This is why the taxi squad exists. 

There was a lot of talk about Eeli Tolvanen and Philip Tomasino getting a 
chance to prove themselves this season. How long are they going to wait 
to get them on the ice? — Trevor S. 

The Predators’ supposed youth movement never materialized. In 
Tomasino’s case, though, the opportunity to play in the AHL is a great 
chance to test himself against professionals at a lower level. Normally, 
the NHL’s player development agreement with the CHL would have 
prevented Tomasino, 19, from playing in the AHL. (The OHL season is 
delayed indefinitely.) 

Tolvanen’s assignment to the taxi squad was not entirely surprising. The 
top six is full, and Tolvanen is not a bottom-six forward. He will have to 
be patient and wait for an opening, which can be hard to do. 

“I think he showed that he’s really grown his game,” Hynes said after the 
release of the opening-night roster. “I know we talk a lot about Eeli (in 
terms of) scoring and offense, but he’s a young guy. He’s only 21 years 
old. He’s got some substance to his game just as far as being able to 
play (within the) structure and system and be detailed in his game. We 
feel like he’s in a good spot right now. He’s going to get opportunities. 
He’s going to have opportunities to play.” 
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After scoring game-winner, an ‘under-the-radar’ Panthers rookie wants to 
keep impressing 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

 

The Florida Panthers’ two-goal lead had disappeared minutes into the 
third period on opening night. Momentum was shifting from them as the 
Chicago Blackhawks took advantage of a power play midway through the 
second period and a 4-on-4 situation at the start of the third. Panthers 
coach Joel Quenneville knew his team needed a spark — and needed 
one quickly — before the game got out of hand. 

Enter Eetu Luostarinen, a 22-year-old rookie playing his first game with 
the Panthers and just the ninth game at the NHL level in his career. 
Twenty-two seconds after the Blackhawks tied the score, Luostarinen 
gave the Panthers the lead back for good. He took a feed in the slot from 
Carter Verhaeghe, who skated down the left boards and into the 

offensive zone, and sniped a head-on snap shot past Blackhawks 
goaltender Collin Delia. 

Verhaeghe, Anton Stralman and Gustav Forsling rushed behind the net 
to celebrate with Luostarinen before the rookie made his way back to the 
bench to soak in the moment with the rest of his teammates. 

It was the first goal of Luostarinen’s NHL career and a pivotal one at that. 
The goal was the first of three for the Panthers in the final period to pull 
away for a 5-2 win over the Blackhawks at the BB&T Center and was the 
latest moment of growth for one of the Panthers’ up-and-coming 
forwards. 

“I love his game,” Quenneville said. “I think he does a lot of good things. I 
think he’s got some creativity to his game. The puck follows him around a 
bit. The goal and the timing of it kind of gives you an illustration of an 
under-the-radar type of player that can help our team and be useful in all 
situations.” 

Florida Panthers center Eetu Luostarinen (27) reacts after scoring a goal 
against Chicago Blackhawks goalie Collin Delia (60) during the third 
period of the Florida Panthers NHL home opener game at the BB&T 
Center on Sunday, January 17, 2021 in Sunrise, Fl. DAVID SANTIAGO 
DSANTIAGO@MIAMIHERALD.COM 

Luostarinen definitely came into training camp as an under-the-radar 
prospect. He was going to compete to be a center on one of the 
Panthers’ bottom two forward lines. 

He impressed almost from the start. Luostarinen came into camp fresh 
after playing with KalPa, his youth team Finland, through late November 
before coming back to South Florida for training camp. He scored a goal 
and added two assists in the Panthers’ first intrasquad scrimmage to 
more or less cement his spot on the roster. 

Luostarinen entered the season as the Panthers’ third-line center, 
working primarily with veteran winger Frank Vatrano to his left and fellow 
rookie Owen Tippett to his right. 

“I think that was a huge deal for me,” Luostarinen said of his offseason 
playing time in Finland. “It kept going.” 

And he made his mark Sunday. In addition to his game-winning goal, 
Luostarinen recorded an assist on Keith Yandle’s second-period goal that 
gave Florida an early 2-0 lead. 

“I felt good out there,” Luostarinen said. “I think that’s a huge win for us. 
... Two points, that’s how we want it.” 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ Quenneviille said Sergei Bobrovsky will be the starting goaltender on 
Tuesday to close out the two-game home set against the Blackhawks. 
Bobrovsky only had three days of practice with the team before the 
season opener while being deemed “Unfit to Play” to start training camp. 
Quenneville wanted to be cautious with Bobrovsky’s progression as he 
returned to the ice. Chris Driedger started in net on Sunday, stopping 23 
of 25 shots that came his way. 

“When you’re ready, you’re ready,” Quenneville said of Bobrovsky. “... 
He’s more than ready to go.” 

▪ Asked if there could be any lineup changes on Tuesday, Quenneville 
simply responded: “There could be.” 

▪ Defensemen Noah Juulsen, claimed off waivers Tuesday, made his first 
practice appearance on Monday. 

▪ The Panthers primarily ran special teams drills during their 30-minute 
workout on Monday. One notable observation: Defenseman Anton 
Stralman ran the second power play unit with Alex Wennberg, Anthony 
Duclair, Carter Verhaeghe and Frank Vatrano. Gustav Forsling was the 
defenseman with that group during the final days of training camp and in 
Sunday’s season opener. 
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Here is when the Florida Panthers will wear their ‘Reverse Retro’ threads 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers, like every other team in the league this season, will 
have at least three jerseys and now we know when they will rock their 
‘Reverse Retro’ look. 

The Panthers’ look to their past will be featured in five Saturday night 
home games this season. 

The new jerseys are predominately blue — which the team has not worn 
since the 2010-11 season — with the original ‘leaping panther’ logo 
which was replaced by the new crest in 2016. 

Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today for daily, in-depth coverage of 
the Florida Panthers from George Richards 

The Panthers plan to wear the new threads on: 

— Feb. 13 vs. Tampa Bay 

— Feb. 27 vs. Carolina 

— March 13 vs. Chicago 

— March 20 vs. Nashville 

— April 3 vs. Columbus 

Florida Panthers, Adidas reveal new Reverse Retro jersey. Your 
thoughts? 

“I love them,” said captain Sasha Barkov, who joined the team in 2013 
after being the second-overall pick of the draft. 

“They are really nice. I like the color, it’s different from only having a red 
or a white one. I don’t know if I ever wore a dark (jersey) here, it has 
always been red or white. It’s really nice to have a blue one and the old 
logo is legendary.” 

Added Aaron Ekblad: “They’re great. Obviously I remember when we 
used to wear jerseys fairly similar to that with a different color. I love the 
idea by the league and I think it’s great we will be able to look back on 
our heritage and reminisce on my early years here.” 

The Panthers also announced special in-game promotions during 
weeknight home games. 

Tuesday night’s game against Chicago will feature the first ‘Truly 
Tuesday’ in which the team will offer special $5 pricing on 12 oz. cans of 
Truly Hard Seltzer during Tuesday home games. 

The Panthers are also bringing back $5 beers on Thursday night. 

Both items can be ordered on the mobil app used throughout the arena. 

Reverse Retro Florida Panthers  

As part of the arena’s opening, concession stands are cash free and 
items have to be ordered ahead of time. 

The Panthers have opened BB&T Center to 25 percent capacity for 
home games this season, drawing an announced 4,147 for Sunday’s 
home opener against the Blackhawks. 
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Newest Panthers Make Their Mark in the Season Opener 

 

BY TYLER PROCYK JANUARY 18TH, 2021 

   

After a delay to the Florida Panthers season due to COVID-19 related 
issues in Dallas, the Panthers opened their season last night against the 
struggling Chicago Blackhawks. The Blackhawks played their first two 
games of the season against the Tampa Bay Lightning, and it was a 
tough few days to put lightly. 

The Blackhawks allowed five goals in each of their first two games. 
Coming into game three against a Panthers’ team without regular starter 
Sergei Bobrovsky, the Hawks were looking to score a handful of goals on 
the hockey ridden Panthers. Chris Driedger had not seen NHL action 
since March 9th, 2020. That didn’t seem to matter as Driedger stopped 
25 of 27 shots in a 5-2 win. 

The Blackhawks’ struggles continued last night as they let in another five 
goals – for the third consecutive game. The teams will battle it out again 
Tuesday night as the Panthers look to Bobrovsky as he suits up for his 
season debut. 

Newest Panthers Prove Their Worth 

After a busy offseason for Panthers’ general manager Bill Zito, the team 
he put together and changed entirely finally showed what they could do 
in NHL action, and it sure was impressive. The team had eight new 
skaters on the ice last night, and almost all of them made a big impact in 
the first game of the year. 

Eetu Luostarinen, who was acquired in the Vincent Trocheck trade with 
the Carolina Hurricanes last season, was the most visible difference-
maker in his first game with the team. Luostarinen scored the game-
winner to go along with an assist on the very exciting Keith Yandle goal. 
After speculation Yandle’s iron-man streak would come to an end in the 
opener, he scored in the first game of the season to help prove his worth 
to the team. 

Radko Gudas Washington Capitals 

Yandles’ new defensive partner Radko Gudas also had a great first game 
with the Panthers as he managed an assist, three hits and a block in just 
over 15 minutes of ice-time. Gudas was brought in via free agency as a 
strong presence in front of the net to protect the team’s goalies while 
playing a solid defensive game. To see him chip in on offense as well is a 
very good sign for the team. 

Wennberg Line Looks Sharp 

Head coach Joel Quenneville shook things up to start the year and 
“spread the wealth,” so to speak, as he separated stars Aleksander 
Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau to balance out the top-six. Huberdeau 
was placed with Alexander Wennberg at centre and Patric Hornqvist on 
the other wing, both new arrivals to the team. 

Jonathan Huberdeau Florida Panthers 

Although Wennberg didn’t chip in on the scoreboard in his first game, he 
made some crucial defensive plays in the neutral zone. I’m sure 
Quenneville hopes that Wennberg will find his offensive game again, as 
he’s playing with an elite offensive talent like Huberdeau. 

The best part of this line that shined last night is Hornqvist’s great game. 
His presence in front of the Chicago net was effective as he set many 
meaningful screens and played a great game deep in the offensive zone. 
He was also rewarded with a goal and an assist last night after he looked 
sharp all game. 

Most Interesting Moves 

The move that may have concerned Panthers fans the most was putting 
Carter Verhaeghe on the first line with Barkov and Anthony Duclair. This 
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worked out well in the opener as Verhaeghe carried the puck with 
confidence and looked good playing with top linemates. He put up an 
assist in just under 17 minutes of ice time. Although Duclair was held off 
the scoreboard, he and Barkov – who put up one assist – had good 
games. Barkov won 16 faceoffs, which was helpful in the offensive zone, 
while Duclair’s speed was visible, and I’m sure it will be something that 
the team will have to adjust to as the season goes on. 

The most exciting thing for the team is that Bobrovsky will make his 
season debut tomorrow night, and he must get off to a hot start after his 
very rough and disappointing year last season. 
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Panthers’ Jonathan Huberdeau and Keith Yandle Impress in Season 
Opener 

 

BY PANOS MAVRIDIS JANUARY 18TH, 2021 

   

With multiple storylines going into Sunday night’s season opener for the 
Florida Panthers, including the trade rumblings and the newcomers, it 
was two veterans who showed up for the team as they took down the 
Chicago Blackhawks last night. 

Jonathan Huberdeau 

What a performance for Huberdeau. The Panthers all-time leading scorer 
had one goal and two assists in 14:14 TOI. The winger was easily the 
team’s best player tonight, as was creating a number of high-quality 
shots, while also playing a solid defensive game, and not allowing much 
in his own zone. 

Huberdeau’s goal came at 16:55 in the third period to put the team up 5-
2. It came off of a pass from Aleksander Barkov and allowed him to bury 
it into the half-empty net. The shot had a 37.4% chance of going in, and 
was 10 feet away from the net, using Money Puck’s shot tracker. This is 
an example of a high percentage expected goal and was one of the 
factors that went into his high xGF. 

Speaking of Huberdeau’s xG, let’s get into it. He had a 0.95 xGF, which 
outweighs his 0.12 xGA by a large margin, good for an 88.12 xG% and 
68.18 CF%. He was the top play driver for the team, and easily the most 
valuable. He was also elite defensively, rarely allowing quality chances. 

Keith Yandle 

After all the chatter surrounding Yandle in the last few weeks, he shut 
everybody up. Just a few days ago, it was believed that he would be a 
healthy scratch, and his 866-game iron man streak, which dates back to 
2009 and places him at fourth all-time, would end. However, Joel 
Quenneville told the media that he would play in the season opener, and 
he proved everybody wrong. 

Yandle had an even-strength goal, on three shots and 16:15 TOI. His 
goal had a 13.7% chance of going in, from 6.7 feet out. 

Keith Yandle, Florida Panthers (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

Yandle led the team in xGF with 1.16 and had a solid defensive outing 
with 0.35 xGA, which totals to 78.84 xG% and 61.29 CF%. This is not an 
average occurrence, as he usually struggles at even strength and 
defensively, however it was a huge game for him to prove his worth to 
this franchise, and could leave general manager Bill Zito with a 
compelling question as to if he should still trade the defender or not. 

“Anytime I score I’m pretty excited. It was definitely a special one. Seeing 
how excited the guys were for me definitely meant a lot,” Yandle told 
David Dwork. 

Things to Note 

While tonight was just another reason to call Huberdeau a top-ten winger 
in the NHL, it was also an outlier for his defensive counterpart. Yandle 
should not be expected to have an elite game like this again. 

Yandle had a total xG% of 45.72 in 2019-20, which in comparison to his 
78.84 tonight, is not great. While there is a chance that he can keep this 
up, as he is known for his offensive prowess, it shouldn’t be expected of 
him to keep this elite production up. 

Huberdeau on the other hand has produced these elite numbers for a 
substantial amount of time, with a 3.77 GF/60 in 2019-20, scoring has 
never been an issue for him, however, the elite defense from tonight 
could decline as the year proceeds. 

Onto the Next Game 

One thing to watch out for is to see if Huberdeau can get his centreman 
Alexander Wennberg going in the next game. His fellow winger Patric 
Hornqvist had a good night, however, Alexander Wennberg was quiet, I’d 
think that changes soon as he gets into a top-six role. 

Keith Yandle, Florida Panthers (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

It’ll be interesting to watch out for Yandle and his partner in Radko 
Gudas. The pairing had a good night, and we shall see if they can 
continue playing at this high level. 

The team will take on the same Blackhawks on Tuesday night, and look 
to continue their offensive production on their weak opposition. 
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Another Lightning player lands on coronavirus protocol list 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

BRANDON — The Lightning resumed practice Monday morning at the 
TGH Ice Plex as a second player landed on the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol list, a reminder that staying safe through a pandemic won’t be 
easy now that teams are playing a season outside the bubble. 

Forward Blake Coleman was absent for Monday’s practice — the 
Lightning’s first time on the ice since Friday’s 5-2 win over Chicago at 
Amalie Arena — and will be placed on the protocol list. Backup 
goaltender Curtis McElhinney was on the list Saturday and Sunday. 

Less than one week into the regular season, the Lightning’s schedule 
already has been affected by the coronavirus. The team, on a five-day 
stretch with no games, had a predetermined day off Saturday and took 
Sunday as a precaution in the wake of McElhinney’s status. 

There is plenty of ambiguity with the list. A player could have a confirmed 
positive test, show symptoms or have been in close contact of someone 
infected. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper couldn’t say anything about the availability 
of Coleman, a third-line forward who has two points in two games, or 
McElhinney for Thursday’s game in Columbus. Players, who get tested 
every day, must produce consecutive negative tests over a 48-hour span 
to clear protocol. 

“We’ve got guys who can slot in there and fill these positions, and that’s 
why there’s a taxi squad,” Cooper said. “...And that’s part of winning. 
You’re not going to be able to go with the same 20 (players). And 
whether it’s following the protocol or somebody sprains their ankle, guys 
have to step in and we’re prepared for that.” 
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The news also comes as the Lightning are about to make their first road 
trip of the season, a four-game, eight-night trip to Columbus and 
Carolina, which in itself is a huge obstacle in remaining safe. On the 
road, players are restricted to the team hotel, arena and practice facility. 

“The team that comes out of this, it’s got to be mentally strong,” forward 
Pat Maroon said. “...There are going to be times when we’re off for two 
weeks, there’s going to be times where players are off for two weeks or 
we’re going to be playing with a different linemate. The lineup is going to 
be changing so many times, so mentally, just kind of go out there and 
play.” 

Cooper said the Lightning will have to draw from its experiences in the 
bubble, where the team formed a tight bond living together and seeing 
each other often on and off the ice. Even though they have more freedom 
to move around, they have to have the same unity to focus on staying out 
of potentially risky situations. 

“It’s better to do it with the guys you’ve already gone through it with,” 
Cooper said. “...You’ve just got to look ahead and think for these first few 
months ahead of us here, we’ve got to do this for the common good of 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, and what is the best thing is to follow protocols 
and we did it in a bubble and we can do it again here.” 

Cooper also said that while the protocols and staying safe are priorities, it 
is important for players to find ways to get away. “(We need to ensure) 
hockey doesn’t become a 24/7 thing, even though we’re kind of pseudo-
quarantined this entire season.” 

Maroon said the team has to approach the entire season with no fear. 

“You’ve just got to go through what you have to do about your daily life,” 
he said. “We know people are going to get (the virus). We know it’s going 
to affect people around the league, it’s going to affect family members. 
For me personally, you just have to show up to work every day, and hope 
for the best because you know what? Tomorrow could be another crappy 
day for the Tampa Bay Lightning in terms of positive tests, negative tests. 
It’s out of our control. But there are things that we can control, which is 
staying safe, staying in, doing the right things, following the protocols.” 
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What does it mean when a player goes on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol 
list? 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning received their first coronavirus-related scare 
this season when backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney went on the 
league’s COVID-19 protocol list Saturday. 

The league created the list to distinguish any player absence due to the 
coronavirus from an absence related to an injury. In the Toronto and 
Edmonton playoff bubbles last season, unavailable players were 
universally labeled “unfit to play,” with no distinction. But though the 
protocol list creates a distinction this season, there’s still a lot of 
ambiguity when a player lands on it. 

When a player is placed on the list, it doesn’t necessarily mean that he 
has received a confirmed positive test. Other than identifying the player 
affected, the league doesn’t release any other information. 

So, with the Lightning off Saturday and Sunday, implications of 
McElhinney being on the list likely won’t be known until today, such as if 
other players go on the list or if multiple players are missing when the 
Lightning is scheduled to return to practice. We can infer a worst-case 

scenario if the Lightning cancel practice, which would make three straight 
days off the ice. 

McElhinney remained on the list Sunday, and there were no Lightning 
additions. 

We do know this: The Lightning had already decided they weren’t going 
to practice Saturday following Friday’s 5-2 win over the Blackhawks. The 
decision to not practice Sunday was made in reaction to McElhinney 
going on the protocol list. Though that was a seemingly smart move — 
especially because Tampa Bay has five days scheduled between games 
after two against the Stars were rescheduled due to a Dallas coronavirus 
outbreak — it also indicated there was a legitimate level of concern that 
the Lightning feared a bigger coronavirus issue. 

Doctors Hide the Truth! Easy Way to Get Rid of Wrinkles at Home! No 
Surgery! 

Coach Jon Cooper gave an ominous answer last week when asked 
whether he’d consider separating his goaltenders to ensure one would 
always be healthy, a practice the Bruins have followed. Cooper said he 
believed if one player became infected, others would, too. 

“I don’t know if separating your teammates is going to do a whole heck of 
a lot since we’re with each other all the time,” Cooper said. “We’re 
playing games, we’re in the trenches together, so I think the onus is on 
all of us to make sure we look after ourselves so we don’t put ourselves 
or put our team in situations. Because if you do have one or two players 
get it, I think it’s going to have a trickle-down effect to more than just 
those two players.” 

After restarting their seasons in bubbles last season, the NHL and NBA 
have found this season that letting teams play in their home cities makes 
handling the coronavirus more difficult. Through Sunday night, the NBA 
had called off 13 games since Jan. 10 because of virus issues. The 
Stars’ outbreak prompted 10 games to be rescheduled around the NHL 
through Sunday. 

NHL virus protocols, which include social distancing and mask wearing 
when players are not on the ice, essentially tell players to avoid contact 
with the general public, and Lightning players have been told not to pose 
for photos or sign autographs for fans. 

But how realistic is it for players to keep themselves completely safe 
outside a bubble? And a bigger question: Once a player has a confirmed 
positive test, how realistic is preventing a spread? 

The nature of the game itself is an issue. Players send each other into 
the glass, are practically face-to-face in the faceoff circle and are in close 
proximity as they battle for possession of the puck. On the bench, they 
are essentially packed shoulder to shoulder. 

Their biggest safeguard against the virus is daily testing. Players and 
staff are tested daily, a practice that started upon entry to training camp 
and will continue through at least the first four weeks of the regular 
season. At that point, the process will be re-evaluated, and testing could 
change to every 48 hours. 

According to league protocols, any player who receives an initial positive 
result must immediately self-isolate and the team must begin contact 
tracing. If a second test on the initial one comes back positive, the 
player’s test is confirmed positive and the player must continue isolating. 
But even if a player’s second test is negative, he still must test negative 
for two more consecutive days to exit the protocol. 

Any player who exhibits coronavirus symptoms must see a team 
physician and the club’s infectious disease consultant to determine the 
next steps, but further testing isn’t necessarily mandatory. If a player is a 
close contact of someone who received a confirmed positive test, he 
must enter the protocol. 

To exit the protocol, a player must exhibit no symptoms and produce two 
negative tests over 48 hours. 
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So McElhinney going on the protocol list could mean only that he’ll be out 
for a few days while he undergoes confirmation testing. Or it could be the 
first domino falling in a more complicated situation for the Lightning. 

We will find out in the next few days. 
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It’s going to drain us’: Lightning assess unpredictable reality of NHL 
season 

 

By Joe Smith Jan 18, 2021 

 

The Lightning are only two games into their season and already have 
seen how their Stanley Cup defense could be derailed by the 
coronavirus. 

There was the outbreak with the Dallas Stars, which forced two games 
this week with Tampa Bay to be postponed until May. It meant a week 
between games for the Lightning. 

And then there were two players placed on the COVID-19 related 
protocol list: backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney and forward Blake 
Coleman, who was added Monday. That doesn’t mean McElhinney and 
Coleman tested positive; they just weren’t available for practice. Other 
possible reasons are that they received an unconfirmed positive test or 
were placed on quarantine as a high-risk contact of someone who did 
test positive. 

But the fact is that two veterans weren’t available for practice and it is 
unknown when they’ll rejoin the team. It makes for some anxious 
moments for the players and staff, not knowing who might pop up on the 
list next. 

“You can’t be scared anymore, you’ve just got to do what you have to do 
in your daily life,” said veteran winger Pat Maroon. “We know people are 
going to get it, we know it’ll affect people around the league, it’ll affect 
family members. For me, you just have to show up to work every day and 
hope for the best, because tomorrow could be another crappy day for the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in a sense of positive tests, negative tests. 

“The only things we can control is staying safe, staying in, doing the right 
things, following the protocols. Listen, there are kids going to school, 
families have kids that are playing sports. You just can’t be like, ‘I can’t 
go to your game.’ That’s unfair to the player. You’ve just got to wear a 
mask wherever you go. Mentally it’s going to drain us because it’s not 
knowing every single day, looking at your phone if you’re positive or 
negative, making sure the guys are safe.” 

Coach Jon Cooper said they’re taking the situations of McElhinney and 
Coleman day by day, that you don’t know if guys will be out for a couple 
days or for a couple weeks. It’s a reason why the NHL allowed six-player 
taxi squads for each team. On Monday, Mathieu Joseph replaced 
Coleman on his line and Chris Gibson was the backup goalie behind 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Players and staff are tested on a daily basis for the first four weeks of the 
season, and then it can get re-evaluated to go every 48 hours. According 
to league protocols, any player who receives an initial positive result 
must immediately self-isolate and the team must begin contact tracing. 
To exit the protocol, a player must exhibit no symptoms and produce two 
negative tests over 48 hours. 

Lightning players and staff talked a lot during camp about the importance 
of staying disciplined and accountable, knowing any positive test could 
force them to miss 4-6 games. There’s no official “bubble” during the 
regular season but there are strict protocols encouraging the team to stay 

away from public areas — essentially just going back and forth from the 
rink to their homes with their families. There’s an exhaustive 13-page 
travel protocol for road games, with players extremely limited on where 
they can go and what they can do. 

But while at home, many of the Lightning players and coaches have kids 
who are attending schools or playing sports like hockey, so that exposure 
can go up. So can the stress level. 

“I think the big thing is learning off past experience,” Cooper said. “The 
past 10 months have been pretty trying. It’s a much different league 
we’re playing in. We’ve gone through this more than any other team has, 
one of two teams who were left who spent 65 days in the bubble. There 
were a lot of different things we did to keep ourselves sane. 

“When we do have time away from the game, making sure we are getting 
away from the game, and that hockey doesn’t become a 24/7 thing even 
though we’re pseudo quarantined the whole season.” 

The Lightning’s experience in the bubble should help, using the tools 
they relied on to avoid mental fatigue. They were one of the few teams to 
bring their sports psychologist, Ryan Hamilton, to the bubble, and he was 
influential on a one-on-one basis. Hamilton gave each player a book, 
“The Energy Bus,” the bestseller by Jon Gordon that provides 10 secrets 
for approaching life and work with positive forward-thinking, a roadmap to 
overcoming adversity and bring out the best in yourself and your team. 

The experience really brought the Lightning team together, with the 
players bonding over soccer and baseball games in the nearby stadium, 
their PlayStation showdowns, ping pong and card games. Veteran 
defenseman Zach Bogosian said it reminded him of junior hockey 
tournaments when the kids would travel together. They’re going to have 
to rely on that camaraderie throughout the season. 

“It was a pretty tough two months in the bubble, I’m not going to lie,” 
Vasilevskiy said. “But at the same time, it was two of the most fun and 
cool months, when you’re able to spend two months together with the 
boys. It’ll be like unity, and it’ll help us going forward.” 

“Every night every player was there and staff members, too,” Mikhail 
Sergachev said of the bubble bonding. “So it was pretty, pretty 
memorable. We had so much fun. Obviously, lifting the Cup is great, but 
being with the boys is No. 1. 

“Usually when you spend some time with people for like more than a 
week, you start getting sick of them, and especially in the hotel where 
you don’t see other faces. We just had fun together and it was an 
unbelievable time. I kind of miss it, not the bubble but being with the boys 
in the bubble. Obviously, the games were fun, too.” 

This is as tight-knit and mentally tough a Lightning team as I’ve covered 
over the past decade. Nothing bonds you more than winning a 
championship together, and especially how Tampa Bay did so while in 
the bubble for two months. And while Tampa Bay lost some leaders in 
free agency, including Kevin Shattenkirk and Bogosian, and Braydon 
Coburn in a trade, that’s why it was all the more important to re-sign key 
voices like Maroon and Luke Schenn. 

The Lightning were buzzing around Monday for an hour-long practice at 
TGH Iceplex with plenty of smiles and laughs after the whistles. You 
wouldn’t know that they had temporarily lost their backup goaltender and 
the forward that leads them in shot attempts and scoring chances 
through the first two games. 

McElhinney and Coleman likely won’t be the only Lightning players to 
land on the COVID-19 related protocol list and miss practices or game 
action. But the past few days have been a reminder of all the off-ice 
obstacles they’ll have to face in trying to go back-to-back. 

“This is a family in here,” Maroon said. “Everyone in this room, we want 
to make sure we’re sticking together. The team that comes out of this is 
going to be mentally strong. You know there are going to be times where 
we’re out for two weeks, there’s going to be time where players are out 
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for two weeks. We’re going to be playing with different linemates. 
Mentally you just have to go out there and play.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Could a baseball-style schedule be the future for 
NHL? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jan 18, 2021  

 

So much of this season is meant as a one-off, a unique setup to get 
through a shortened season amid a pandemic. 

But I love the baseball-style scheduling. 

You are already seeing the effect of teams playing multiple games in the 
same city as far as the intensity and emotion that derives from that. 

For the players, there’s also the appeal of having a less taxing travel 
schedule. It’s something Jonathan Toews first talked about a couple of 
years ago. 

For the owners, lower travel costs. One team executive recently told me 
his team charter costs $25,000 an hour in the air. Fewer trips, save some 
serious bucks. 

So, I wonder, if both players and owners enjoy the by-product of the 
baseball-type scheduling at the end of this season, could it be something 
we see after this year? 

“We had already agreed to explore playing multiple games on single trips 
before crafting the current schedule,” NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly 
told me via email Monday. “This will obviously give us a better handle on 
its pros and cons. But it’s still early, and the current atmosphere doesn’t 
really provide guidance on how season ticket holders would respond.’’ 

Will fans get bored of seeing the same team in town two or three games 
in a row? The Leafs host the rival Habs on back-to-back nights, May 7-8 
to wrap up the regular season. Ditto with Washington hosting 
Philadelphia those same two nights to finish the year. Imagine what 
might be on the line in those back-to-back games? 

But probably more to the root of this, as an industry source suggested to 
me on Monday, is that the TV networks generally don’t like it. They want 
variety in the schedule — it’s easier to market. 

And while I get that, the players and owners have a strong voice 
especially when it combines to push the same message. If the players 
like the less burdensome travel and the owners enjoy saving money on 
the travel, that could be a powerful combination. 

As Daly said, it’s way too early to draw any conclusions. But let’s 
examine this issue after the season.  I have a feeling there will be a push 
to keep at least some components of the baseball schedule. 

Power play 2-D units 

I got thinking watching Jeff Petry and Shea Weber on the same power-
play unit for the Canadiens over the weekend how uncommon that’s 
become over the past decade in the NHL: Two blueliners on a power-
play unit. 

The trend for a while now has been four forwards and your best offensive 
defenseman. 

And yet I wonder if that’s going to change again. 

There are some power-play units around the league that use two 
defensemen and I quizzed The Athletic beat writers Sunday to make 
sure: 

Minnesota uses two defensemen on both units in Jared Spurgeon/Matt 
Dumba and Ryan Suter/Jonas Brodin; 

Brent Burns and Erik Karlsson are starting the season both on the 
Sharks’ top power-play unit; 

The Islanders go with two (Ryan Pulock and Noah Dobson) on Mathew 
Barzel’s power-play unit; 

Florida used both Keith Yandle and Aaron Ekblad on their first power-
play unit in their season opener; 

The Avs go with Devon Toews and Samuel Girard on the second unit; 

Nashville uses Mattias Ekholm/Ryan Ellis on the second unit; 

And there are probably a few more, but you get the idea. It bucks the 
more popular trend of four forwards and one defenseman. 

But I think it’s where common sense needs to prevail. You have all those 
offensive-minded defensemen in Minnesota and you’re pretty weak at 
center, play to your strengths. 

In Montreal, Petry is more mobile and can dance across the blue line on 
the power play with more fluidity than Weber, but you desperately want 
Weber’s shot on the power play. Having Weber tee up from the so-called 
Ovechkin spot makes total sense. So in many ways, the Habs are using 
Weber as a shooting forward on that top unit. 

The point being, don’t get caught up in positional labels, use your talent 
regardless of position where it makes the most sense. 

“The trend has also been that teams are getting more offensive-minded 
defensemen, guys who can skate and handle the puck,’’ former NHL 
head coach Bruce Boudreau said Monday. 

“It’s an awful lot easier if you can have two defensemen on it than a 
forward,’’ added Boudreau, whose teams in the NHL were always among 
special team leaders. “It used to be you had maybe just one really good 
offensive defenseman per team. And that’s why you had to put a forward 
there. But nowadays, every team seems to have at least two if not three 
or four offensive D-men. So it makes sense to use two D. Especially 
because so many teams now on the PK will go for goals. I’d rather have 
a D back there instead of a forward.’’ 

I mean, eventually, when rookie blueliner Bowen Byram gets used to 
NHL hockey, I have to think the Avalanche have to entertain the thought 
of both him and Cale Makar on the same power-play unit? 

Right now the Avs top unit has Makar as the only D alongside forwards 
Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen, Gabriel Landeskog and Nazem 
Kadri. 

Eventually, I’d be dropping either Landeskog or Kadri from that unit for 
Byram. 

Boudreau put it best, the game is getting more and more populated with 
blueliners whose passing ability and offensive instincts are in line with the 
way the sport is being played. That may reflect more and more in how 
power-play units get drawn up. 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend power rankings: It’s way too early for these. 
Or is it? 

 

By Sean McIndoe Jan 18, 2021  

 

We’re back. After over 300 days, the regular season has returned, and 
so have the weekend rankings. And if you’ve followed this column over 
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the years, you know what that means: It’s time for what’s become an 
annual tradition, in which we go overboard throwing out all sorts of 
caveats about how the very first weekend of the season is obviously way 
too early to take this sort of thing seriously. 

Only, this year … is it? 

The 2021 season, it’s fair to say, is going to be unique. The shortened 
season of just 56 games upends everything – get ready to hear the word 
“sprint” a lot. And in a sprint, you can’t win if you stumble out of the 
blocks. 

Think of it this way: Every year, we get into November and start hearing 
scary stats about how a bad start can doom a team. There’s Elliotte 
Friedman’s old find about how teams that are four points out on Nov. 1 
rarely make the playoffs. Others are a little more kind to the stragglers, 
giving them until American Thanksgiving before declaring them dead in 
the water. But the point remains: Once there’s about four months left, 
you’d better not be on the outside looking in, because in the age of 
hyper-parity and loser points, there just isn’t enough time left to make up 
much ground. 

But this year, there were four months left before we even started. So 
what happens if your team gets off to a slow start, and ends up three 
wins back of the playoff bubble before the season is two weeks old? It 
will have only been a few games, but relative to a regular 82-game 
season, it will already be mid-December. That’s well past panic time. 

For this year’s especially slow starters, the outlook may actually be even 
worse. Remember, there’s no wild card this time, so if the top of your 
division is pulling away, there’s potentially one less spot available to 
chase. And while a normal year would allow struggling teams to consider 
making big midseason changes to turn things around, we’re still not sure 
how trading will work in a quarantine world, especially for the Canadian 
teams. Factor in the flat cap, and there isn’t much room to overhaul what 
you’ve already got. If that mix isn’t working and time is ticking, well, you 
might just be screwed. 

Or maybe not. We’ve never had a season like this, so maybe the old 
expectations don’t apply. We might see more instability in the standings 
than we’re used to, especially if COVID-19 hits hard and we see teams 
missing key players or rescheduling big chunks of games. It’s possible 
that we’ll look back in the first month and realize it didn’t tell us much of 
anything. 

If that happens, then yeah, this will all have been way too early. But we’re 
doing it anyway, because hockey’s back and we’ve waited long enough. 
Let’s make some rankings. 

If you’re new here or could use a refresher, an important reminder: The 
idea of these weekly rankings is to figure out which teams are headed for 
a Stanley Cup, or toward the bottom of the standings, by the end of 
things. These are not meant to be a snapshot of what’s happening right 
now, or just over the last few games. That means we’ll try not to 
overreact to short streaks or temporary circumstances. (Narrator voice: 
We will still overreact to that.) It also means that just because your 
favorite team beats the Lightning or Avalanche or whoever in a given 
game, they won’t necessarily push past them in the rankings. Last year, 
the Lightning held down top spot for the season’s first three weeks even 
as they started slowly, while red-hot starts didn’t get teams like Buffalo or 
Anaheim into the top five. In hindsight, those were the right calls. (Others, 
not so much.) 

There are lots of rankings out there that try to capture which teams are 
playing the best and worst today, and that’s a perfectly valid way to do it. 
But we’re focused on where we’re going to wind up at the end of the 
road. Even if this year, it’s a shorter road than we’re used to. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in 
history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

One more question to wrestle with: With no exhibition schedule, how 
much is rust going to be a factor early on? Especially for the teams that 
hadn’t played since last March, it’s possible that it’s going to take a few 
weeks for teams to settle into being whatever they really are. I’m not 
completely convinced that will be a major factor, since in theory it should 
affect most teams equally. But it’s at least possible that we’ll look back on 
the start of this season and, with benefit of hindsight, realize it told us 
even less the first few weeks normally do. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (2-0-0, +6 true goals differential*) – The East is a 
bit of a mess. I’m sure there are some of you who’d put the Flyers ahead 
of the Bruins, and I can see that. Others would want the first-place 
Capitals here instead, and sure, maybe. For now, I’ll go with the Flyers, 
who I wasn’t completely sold on heading into the season but who looked 
strong putting 11 goals past the Penguins in two games. 

4. Boston Bruins (1-0-1, even) – Winning one of two against the Devils 
isn’t exactly impressive, but the Bruins put some points in the bank and 
may have even deserved a better fate on Saturday. The East is the 
toughest division to predict right now, and it won’t take much of a wobble 
to knock a preseason favorite like the Bruins out of the top five. But yeah, 
it will take more than only getting three points in a series instead of four. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (2-0-0, +4) – A pessimist might point out that 
they needed a late comeback and overtime to seal a win over a Ducks 
team they’re supposed to be way better than. We’ll have time for 
pessimism in a few weeks, but for now I’m going to focus on a team with 
two starting goalies getting strong starts from each of them. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (1-1-0, +5) – We’re not overreacting to individual 
games, so we won’t worry too much about the season opening loss to 
the Blues, and we won’t get too excited about the 8-0 stomping they 
handed out in revenge. Still, though … 8-0? Against a pretty good team? 
The Avs might be scary. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (2-0-0, +7) – The Lightning were my Cup pick – 
really going out on a limb, I know – and I was fully prepared for them to 
lose twice to the lowly Hawks and put me on the defensive before the 
season was even a few days old. I’d like to thank them for not doing that. 
And yes, we want to see them do it against a good team before we start 
on the engraving work. That won’t happen until Friday, thanks to the 
Stars being rescheduled. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Lots of teams – This is the section where we’d typically find 
one team that has a strong case for the top five but narrowly missed the 
cut, or maybe just one that feels interesting to talk about. But this isn’t a 
typical week, so let’s run down a few teams who came into the season 
hoping to contend but are off to disappointing starts. 

The Blues looked awful against the Avalanche on Friday, but really good 
on Wednesday, so we’ll wait to see a bit more. If they’re the team we 
think they are, they should get right this week with two each against the 
Sharks and Kings. 

The Penguins have a tough schedule to start, and it feels like they really 
needed a win yesterday against the Caps. They got it, if only barely, with 
a rematch tomorrow and the Rangers and Bruins up next 

The Islanders looked great against the Rangers in the opener, and very 
much not that in the rematch, and I wonder how much we’ll see that play 
out in this season of back-to-backs, with a team that loses the first game 
coming out stronger in the second. For now, we’re about to learn a lot 
about where these Islanders fit in the East, as they play five of their next 
seven against the Bruins, Flyers and Caps. We’re also waiting to find out 
how long they’ll be without Semyon Varlamov. 

The Leafs are on top in the North, where most of the experts said they’d 
be, and they’ve had their moments. They’ve also given up 11 goals and 
still look like a team that gets flummoxed when it’s time to play defense. 
They’ll be in top five territory if they look like they’re establishing 
themselves as division leaders, but for now there have been enough 
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flashbacks to their previous problems to keep them out. (Seeing Joe 
Thornton get a goal was pretty awesome, though.) 

And at the other end of the North, the Canucks looked great in the 
opener but are now sitting at 1-2-0 after dropping two straight. That’s 
disappointing, although the Jacob Markstrom shut out shouldn’t have 
been a surprise to anyone. This week is interesting, as they get the 
Flames tonight and then three in four nights at home against the Habs. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and trying to 
figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking. 

Hey, just checking real quick, but we’re all just pretending that we 
understand how things are working with taxi squads and the salary cap 
and half the league being on waivers every day, right? Like, we’re all 
trying to avoid eye contact with the teacher and hoping they don’t pick us 
to explain it to the rest of the class? Cool, just making sure, on to the 
bottom five. 

5. Ottawa Senators (1-1-0, +1)  – The Senators looked great in splitting a 
weekend pair with the Leafs. No, literally, the new uniforms look fantastic. 
And for stretches, so did the Senators, as they frustrated with the well-
hyped Leafs and made them work for the split. I still don’t think there are 
enough pieces in place right now to get them into the playoff race, but 
crazier things have happened, especially if Matt Murray has rediscovered 
his game. And in the meantime, the kids will keep it interesting. It’s going 
to be a fun season for Sens fans. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (0-1-1, -4) – Vegas was a tough draw for a season-
opening series, and the Ducks can take at least a little solace in 
managing to grab a point on Saturday. Still, three goals in two games 
isn’t the start they’re looking for, and it doesn’t get much easier with 
double-headers against the Wild and Avs up next. 

3. Los Angeles Kings (0-0-2, -2) – Which of the Kings’ first two games 
was your favorite? Was it the one where they led the Wild 3-1 after two 
but blew the lead and then lost 4-3 in overtime on a Kirill Kaprizov 
highlight? Or the one where they led the Wild 3-1 after two but blew the 
lead and then lost 4-3 in overtime on a Kirill Kaprizov highlight? It’s a 
tough call, but for me I think it’s the Kaprizov one. 

There’s a bigger question with the Kings, and it’s one we have to muddle 
through for a few of these teams: Do the first few games tell us more 
about them or their opponents? Maybe the Kings are a bottom-feeder 
that can’t even beat a middling team like the Wild on home ice when you 
spot them two goals. But maybe the Wild aren’t middling after all, and the 
Kings deserve credit for picking up points against them. That’s probably 
what you’d say if you were a diehard Wild fan. The rest of us won’t know 
for a while longer, which is another reason why some of this week’s 
rankings might look silly in a month. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (0-3-0, -10) – Should a winless and pointless 
start put the Hawks in the basement of our rankings, even at the expense 
of a Red Wings team two games removed from quite possibly the worst 
season of the cap era? (Thinks for a while.) Quite possibly, yeah, but I’m 
going to hold off on the inevitable for one more week. 

As luck would have it, that week includes two meetings between Chicago 
and Detroit, who can settle this the old-fashioned way. Hawks! Wings! It’s 
just like the old Norris Division, except for terrible teams. So, uh, the old 
Norris Division. 

1. Detroit Red Wings (1-1-0, -1) – And yes, it will take more than one win 
to get a 40-point team out of the top spot in our bottom five, but let’s stay 
positive and give the Wings credit for beating a good Hurricanes team on 
Saturday. And it was great to see Bobby Ryan get on the board. 

Not ranked: Edmonton Oilers – Nobody panic. Yet. 

A 1-2-0 start isn’t great, but nobody’s flexing in the North yet, so they’re 
fine. And we already had one “Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl turn 
the sliders down to easy mode” game, with plenty more still to come. The 
worst thing that can happen early in a season is that something you 

thought would be a strength gets revealed as a weakness, and that 
hasn’t really happened in Edmonton. 

But the second worst thing that can happen is that something you 
thought was a weakness turns out to be exactly what you thought it was, 
and that seems to be where we might be headed with the Oilers’ 
goaltending situation. The Mike Smith injury and quarantine delays in 
getting some waiver depth into the lineup complicates things, but 
everyone went into the year wondering if Ken Holland standing pat would 
come back to burn them. Giving up a five-spot twice in three games isn’t 
reassuring, and neither was watching them get boxed in for stretches 
against the Habs. We all assume they’re claiming Aaron Dell today, and 
maybe that helps, but this is really about Mikko Koskinen, and week one 
wasn’t amazing. 

They get a rematch with Montreal tonight, and this early in the year it only 
takes one good game to flip a script. But after that comes four in six 
against the Leafs, another skilled team that’s giving up too many goals, 
so get your narratives ready and we’ll let you know which team to aim 
them at. 

We’re also not going to go full panic mode quite yet on the winless 
Sabres, who drew a tough Caps team as part of a brutal early schedule, 
or the similarly 0-2-0 Blue Jackets despite their lack of scoring. I will 
reserve the right to worry about the Jackets if they can’t get things going 
against the Red Wings this week, and we’re maybe one or two more 
pointless games away from the big “What’s wrong with Pierre-Luc 
Dubois?” think pieces, but for now a little patience seems warranted. And 
finally, the Sharks got a win to start, albeit in a shootout against the so-so 
Coyotes, which is one more than they had in that brutal first week that 
torpedoed them last season. That’s enough to keep them from being the 
third West team on our list, at least for now. 
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The Athletic / From plane etiquette to elevator rules, NHL road trips have 
a new look 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Jan 18, 2021  

  

Walk down the aisle of a charter plane carrying an NHL team and you 
would likely find the coaching staff huddled in the front rows discussing 
their team’s play. 

A few seats behind them, you’d find rows of players in comfortable 
leather seats. Some of them passed out still wearing their headphones. 
Others eating one of the in-flight meals or snacking on something small. 
There is a chance they could be watching a movie or reading a book. A 
few of them could be arguing about their fantasy football teams. And 
another group playing cards. 

That’s in a typical season. And, the 2020-21 season is anything but 
typical. 

Today if Avalanche forward Tyson Jost, who lives on his own in Denver, 
pulls up at Whole Foods and sees a large crowd of people, the 22-year-
old just heads home. 

Hurricanes players are always keeping an eye on each other. If anyone 
is spotted without a mask, at least one person will loudly yell, “MASK!” 
They want to hold each other in check but not make it a personal attack. 

“I’m just staying at home and trying to stay away from people,” Jost said. 
“That’s just kind of the dialogue that’s in the dressing room, too. It’s just 
to try and stay away from places and be as smart as you can. Like when 
it comes to going on planes and stuff like that, I think that’s pretty safe. … 
But it is the things outside of the rink and kind of away this little bubble of 
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hockey and being at the rink, it’s just the other things that can really catch 
up to you and you gotta be smart about that.” 

One of the most daunting questions facing the NHL heading into this 
season was how to handle travel. The NHL created a 13-page travel 
protocol document to establish guidelines. It covers everything and then 
some. Air travel. Bus travel. Hotel stays. What teams will do for meals. 
Whether or not it is better to use elbows and knuckles or fingers to press 
an elevator button. Even strongly urging teammates sitting next to each 
other on a team plane to not eat at the same time. 

Only certain personnel are permitted to travel. Everyone on the trip must 
adhere to local rules and regulations in addition to league guidelines. And 
unless there are extenuating circumstances, everyone must use team-
provided transportation. 

Every team is responsible for providing masks, hand sanitizer and 
disinfectant wipes to all members of the traveling party, according to the 
NHL. The league also demands everyone wear masks at all times during 
travel, and frequently clean and/or disinfect their hands and high-touch 
surfaces — a process repeated whenever players enter the team hotel, 
the visiting arena, the plane, the bus, or touch luggage, hotel key cards, 
remote controls, phones, airplane seatbelts and tray tables. 

“I think for guys that have been around the league a little bit, everyone 
has their routines, their habits and their gameday stuff,” said Capitals 
forward Tom Wilson, whose team was on the road on opening night. 
“That all gets altered a little bit. You have to adjust on the fly a little bit 
more. … When you show up to the rink, maybe it’s wearing a mask a 
little bit more. But other than that, we can focus on playing hockey and 
the meals and the flights and everything has been great so far.” 

The NHL also has individual sections covering what is required for air 
travel, buses and hotels with great detail. The section on airplanes lists 
how players will sit in assigned seats, that they shall remain seated for 
the whole flight unless it is to use the bathroom, and to avoid eating and 
drinking at the same time as others in the same row. The section for 
buses details how teams will have at least two buses with each bus filled 
at no more than 50 percent capacity, with no eating or drinking on the 
bus. 

Perhaps the most detailed guidelines were reserved for the team hotel. It 
is more than four-pages long, covering everything from housekeeping, 
equipment and luggage, to food and beverage service and elevator 
usage. For example, the elevator guidelines state that teams have a 
designated elevator that may be subject to capacity limits and have floor 
markers. And, the use of stairs is preferred to avoid close contact. The 
NHL also suggests using knuckles or elbows and not fingers to press 
elevator buttons; not entering crowded elevators; not lingering or 
standing around in a crowded elevator bank; and not talking to others 
while in the elevator. 

“I’ve found myself using my elbow to hit the elevator today and I hit two 
other floors and I have to get better at that,” Capitals coach Peter 
Laviolette said. “There’s Purel outside our rooms, I think, at the hotel 
we’re at here. This is my first time and I’m not the experienced one who 
has the answers. There are definitely things that are in play that are a 
little bit different. For instance, the bus unloads in Buffalo, it’s usually a lot 
quicker for guys to get their keys and get to their rooms. But with the 
limited amount of space in elevators, it just takes a little bit longer.” 

Usually, communications and team services personnel have a little more 
than two months to book hotels, secure busing options and reaffirm their 
status with their charter flight partners. 

This season they had a handful of weeks between when the schedule 
was released in late December to opening night on Jan. 13. 

“Everything was a little more crunched,” Hurricanes vice president of 
communications and team services Mike Sundheim said. “We had 
protocols that we had to try to weave through and understand how those 
things were necessary to keep us safe and allow us to have a season 
that is continuous. That way, we would not be worried about canceling 

games because we are doing the right things and our players are doing 
the right things.” 

Sundheim said getting everything coordinating meant working with his 
counterparts throughout the Central Division to have every team staying 
in the same hotel in each city. That way, every team could be assured 
that all the hotels were familiar with the NHL’s protocols. The same 
collaboration was done with bus companies in each city, while each team 
was responsible for handling its own charter flight arrangements. 

“You’re in a situation in which a lot of hotels aren’t even operating right 
now,” Sundheim said. “We had to go through and figure out which 
properties were even open or consider being open for even us and NBA 
teams. We did collaborate even on the bus companies, too. A lot of it is 
about trying to limit the amount of people your whole league is exposed 
to and what precautions those companies are using to see their 
employees safe and in turn, keep us safe.” 

Another important item? Finding available ice that met NHL guidelines in 
the event a visiting team needed to practice beyond the typical morning 
skate. Normally, a visiting team can practice at a nearby rink either on a 
college campus or a public location. There are even times when visiting 
teams skate at the home team’s practice facility or the arena depending 
upon the schedules. The challenge facing teams this season was 
securing a rink with limited exposure. 

It gets even more complicated in cities that have the NBA and the NHL, 
as there would be less availability at the arena. Sundheim said the NBA 
also has strict protocols, and it’s why the Blackhawks, Lightning, Red 
Wings and Stars have committed themselves to helping visiting teams 
book practice ice. 

Sundheim and his cohorts around the league also had to rethink how 
they approach road trips. Playing a host team twice in three days means 
the visiting team could spend at least three days in a hotel. 

Because of these longer stays, teams had to consider the need for 
outdoor space, and the temptation of having restaurants and shops 
nearby to explore. Sundheim said the Hurricanes went away from hotels 
in mixed-use shopping districts because of the temptation to leave the 
hotel, and instead favored hotels with a lot of open space around them so 
players could get outside without a high risk of exposure. 

Isolation is only part of the equation. Sundheim said the discussions with 
hotels centered around whether or not they could commit to having 
certain floors dedicated to just the team; if they would be willing to grant 
exclusive access to gyms for set blocks of time; and if they had space for 
a designated meal room, along with sizable meeting rooms for coaches 
and players. 

“In the cities we are going to, there is going to be temptation and it is up 
to all of us to guard against that,” Sundheim said. “Fort Lauderdale, 
Tampa, Dallas and Nashville are places that are pretty wide open and 
there certainly are options for putting yourself in a situation that you could 
not be in within the context of the world. At the end of the day, it’s up to 
all of us to be personally responsible and not endanger our teams or the 
league with what we do in our free time.” 

“I think now it is going to be pretty simple; there’s not much to it,” 
Canucks forward Adam Gaudette said. “You have to stay in your room 
and hang out with a close-knit group of guys. Obviously, it’s a lot 
different. With a regular road trip, you could hop right off the bus and go 
get a bite to eat. It’s not going to be like that right now and it might be a 
little bit of a grind mentally, but we all have each other and we’ll stick 
together. We’re here to play hockey and we’re not really here to go out 
and explore clubs and restaurants. We all have a job at hand and we’re 
all working for the same goal.” 

Charter jets are a common staple of NHL team travel. Every team uses a 
service. Every Canadian team is partnered with Air Canada. The 
Avalanche previously used Air Canada but will use Delta this season, a 
team spokesman confirmed, because of the closed border. 
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A dozen NHL teams are part of the new joint venture between iAero 
Group and Private Jet Services. Much has been said about how the 
commercial airline industry has financially struggled since the pandemic 
began. Conversely, Private Jet Services CEO Greg Raiff said the private 
airline sector has faced its highest demand in years as a result. 

Why? Control. 

“Nobody wants to fly on an airline with someone they don’t know,” Raiff 
said. “These flights for teams, entertainers, they go through a FBO, 
meaning a fixed-based operator. It’s expensive. … These things are 
widely in demand. People think of private aviation as caviar and 
champagne. It’s not that at all. It allows you to control who else is on the 
plane with you.” 

Teams flying with iAero-PJS will have three flight attendants, two pilots 
and a concierge. Raiff said those flight crews will remain at an airport 
hotel separate from the teams to limit interaction. iAero-PJS also has a 
contact-tracing program that can be used in the event of a positive test. 

NHL teams will also be traveling with COVID-19 testers. That means the 
teams, their support staff and those involved in transporting the teams 
should have regular access to testing on every trip. iAero-PJS have 
dedicated five planes for the 12 NHL teams that are using their services 
this season. Raiff said each plane will be cleaned and sterilized 
immediately after every flight. 

An Air Canada spokesman said the seven Canadian teams will each 
have a dedicated flight attendant crew for the full season. Those flight 
attendants, at the request of the teams, are being tested 48 hours prior to 
each flight. So far, those teams have not asked for the pilots to be tested 
as there will be no contact between them and the team. Some of the 
teams have also asked Air Canada if the crew can stay at the same hotel 
and Air Canada will fulfill that request. 

The flight crews for Air Canada, iAero-PJS or the other charter providers 
will be required to wear masks and gloves throughout the duration of the 
flight, according to NHL protocol. It is also recommended that flight 
attendants place food items, hand sanitizer, masks and gloves in each 
seat. The guidelines also call for a limited amount of in-flight catering, 
along with the distribution and clean up of food and beverage to avoid 
interactions and touchpoints. In the cases of short flights, it is asked that 
in-flight catering not be used at all. Also, items such as single-use 
utensils, napkins, plates, condiments and hand wipes will be provided 
and then disposed of after each meal. 

Air Canada’s planes are equipped with HEPA filters, which effectively 
capture 99.9 percent of particulates from recirculated air in the aircraft’s 
cabin. That includes microbial organisms such as bacteria and viruses. It 
is a filter similar to what is used in hospital rooms with the cabin air being 
refreshed 20-to-30 times per hour. 

While private aircraft will move teams from city to city, charter buses will 
move them around within the city in most cases. Maryann Bellissima, the 
regional sales director for Academy Bus Lines, said some routes such as 
New York to Philadelphia or Washington to Philadelphia are short 
enough that some teams will travel by bus instead of using a plane. 

“We’re going to see more bus travel than we’ve had in the past with NHL 
teams,” she said. “In the past, they have always used one to two buses. 
Now they are using two to three buses. That is primarily because of 
COVID and they mandated a 50 percent passenger capacity on each 
bus.” 

NHL protocols state each person will be assigned a two-person seat on 
the bus for the duration of each trip. In other words? Once a player has 
been assigned to a seat, that is where they are staying for the remainder 
of the trip. 

There will be no eating or drinking on the bus. Drivers, in addition to 
wearing a mask, either have to be separated by a physical barrier such 
as plexiglass or passengers must sit at least six feet behind the driver. It 
is also mandated that buses be cleaned and disinfected before teams re-
board the bus during their trip. Furthermore, bus drivers will remain in a 

separate area and will not interact with other people, while also adhering 
to the NHL/NHLPA requirements for cleaning, disinfecting and hygiene. 

“In the past, our drivers … would open the luggage bays and they would 
help,” Bellissima said. “This time, due to COVID, our driver being the first 
person off the bus will open the luggage bays and he will stand back six 
feet or more and everyone is going to handle their own luggage. Once 
everyone is inside the hotel, he will then walk back over to the bus, he 
will close the luggage bay doors and either stand by, depending upon 
what the itinerary tells him, or he will be finished for the day.” 

One of the conversations Bellissima had with teams was about testing. 
Academy told NHL teams that it would have its drivers undergo PCR 
testing prior to picking up the team. Bellissima said most teams agreed to 
have Academy administer a PCR test and that once a driver has arrived 
the team could then have the driver do another COVID-19 test at the 
team hotel. 

Academy busses also have the highest efficiency air filters available on 
the market, according to Bellissima, and fresh-air intake ventilation. 

“I think the bubble prepared us well or what’s coming now,” Avalanche 
goaltender Philipp Grubauer explained. “But even now, we are not in the 
bubble anymore. We are traveling to different cities and we are not stuck 
in one place anymore. It’s going to be important. Even at home. We just 
can’t go out to dinner or can’t have friends come in or even go out to 
dinner with friends. You gotta be really cautious with what you do and 
you almost have to be a step ahead of everything. You can’t meet with 
somebody who is not part of the team almost. 

“Even going on the road, you can’t sit at a table with too many guys even 
though we got tested. Because if one guy gets infected, what are the 
chances other people get it? You’ve always gotta be cautious and make 
sure you wear your mask and do the right things.” 
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The Athletic / Diary of a draft year: Inside top NHL prospect Brandt 
Clarke’s unusual season 

 

By Joshua Kloke and Scott Wheeler Jan 18, 2021 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has turned this hockey season upside down. 
That’s especially true for draft-eligible junior prospects. Restrictions on 
audiences mean scouting has been limited to virtual viewings. Junior 
leagues across North America and Europe have either been paused or 
have yet to begin altogether, which threatens the development and future 
of many top prospects. 

Brandt Clarke, a highly-touted 17-year-old expected to go in the top 5 
and possibly as high as first overall in the 2021 NHL Draft, is living 
through that uncertainty right now. The Barrie Colts defenceman last 
played an OHL game last March. The OHL has yet to begin its 2021 
season. His uncertain season will be spent trying to ensure he is ready 
for the draft, and that his development can continue against an 
unprecedented set of circumstances. 

To provide a glimpse of the challenges he must face this season to 
realize his goal of playing in the NHL, Clarke has granted The Athletic 
access into his season for a series of stories leading up to the draft, 
chronicling what will undoubtedly be one of the strangest, but hopefully 
most fulfilling, years of his hockey career. 

Monday, November 2, Kanata, Ont.: In the parking lot of the Bell 
Sensplex, Brandt Clarke can’t help but laugh at how much things have 
changed. 
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He is getting ready for his daily offseason skate with a handful of other 
players by literally getting ready in the parking lot. Restrictions to limit the 
spread of COVID-19 mean any player practicing on ice in the Ottawa 
region must be dressed in full gear before entering the arena. And so, 
alongside his 19-year-old brother, Ottawa 67’s winger Graeme, he puts 
on every piece of his equipment in plain view of anyone else driving by. 

“I’ve gotten used to it,” he said with a chuckle. 

It’s become so normal that after his hour-long practice, he only takes off 
his shoulder pads, elbow pads and jersey and tosses them in the back of 
his Chevrolet Colorado. He makes the 15-minute drive home with his 
hockey pants, shin pads and jockstrap still on. 

Were this any other year, Clarke would be playing regular OHL games 
under the watchful eye of NHL scouts eager to project where he might fit 
into their team’s lineup. 

But instead, he is getting used to being uncomfortable, as he is while he 
shifts awkwardly in his seat on the drive to his Nepean, Ont., home. 

Right now, a sense of uncertainty pervades his day-to-day existence. 
Days earlier, the OHL announced an updated timeline for their Return to 
Play plan. The league hopes to begin on Feb. 4. 

That would be, best case scenario, 331 days between games.  

Every day, he grows more eager. 

“I just want to play games,” said Clarke. 

Without actual hockey games to play, Clarke is trying to maintain a 
routine to keep his mind and body active. 

He arrives at Tony Greco’s home gym in nearby Manotick, Ont. for his 9 
a.m. workout with Graeme, as well as fellow OHL players Connor 
Lockhart and Pavel Gogolev. For 90 minutes, Greco tailors the workout 
to Clarke with deadlifts and increasing weights. 

After the workout, Clarke moves into Greco’s backyard bar to sip a coffee 
and meet with some of the NHL players who work out with Greco later in 
the morning: Claude Giroux, Ben Hutton and the eighth overall pick in the 
2020 NHL draft, Jack Quinn. 

He’s still getting comfortable around Giroux. They’ll chat about what they 
lifted that day, or what either shot in a round of golf. 

“If you didn’t know who he was, you wouldn’t know he’s a hockey player,” 
Clarke said of Giroux. 

A recent conversation between Giroux and Quinn that Clarke was 
listening in on stuck with him. Giroux reminded Quinn that even more 
eyes will be on him than there were before and whatever he did in terms 
of personal preparations and workouts would not be enough. 

“You don’t want it to be a fluke,” Clarke remembers Giroux saying.  

That resonated with him.  

“I want to be a well-rounded player, and for people to see that I can 
project well in the future,” he said. 

To do that, he joins other OHL players four times a week for a skate. 
They focus on defensive zone drills as well as battle drills and how to 
properly position himself off the rush.  

On other days, he’ll be joined by local NHL players including Giroux and 
MacKenzie Weegar. Those days will heavily focus on in-game scenarios.  

“If you don’t go hard, they’re going to embarrass you,” he said.  

During those drills, he marvels at Weegar, the Panthers’ defenceman. 

“Everyone thinks of him as a shutdown guy, but you watch him in these 
skills sessions and he’s one of the fastest players out there. No one’s 
getting by him one-on-one,” said Clarke.  

Watching how well Weegar plays reminds Clarke just how far he has to 
go before becoming a bonafide NHL defenceman.  

On the way home, Clarke and his brother grow peckish. If there’s no 
leftover chicken in their fridge, (Greco insists on going heavy on the 
protein) they’ll make a pit stop at Ralph and Sons, a charming diner 
located in a gas station near Clarke’s home. 

He goes off-board with his order: three eggs, four pieces of bacon, toast 
and a breakfast bagel sandwich on the side. 

The rest of the day is spent firing pucks around his basement before his 
appointment viewing: The 6:00 p.m. edition of “SportsCentre” followed by 
“That’s Hockey.” Clarke is a highlights junkie, regardless of the sport. He 
grew up playing baseball and soccer. He only focused solely on hockey 
as an early teen. Because he was constantly running as a teen, he still 
maintains a smallish frame. He confesses that he didn’t even begin going 
to the gym until his OHL draft year.  

“Maybe that’s why I’m so behind filling out,” said Clarke. 

As he watches hockey highlights, his mind veers toward another recent 
development in the OHL: The possibility of no body-checking this 
season. 

Clarke might be offensively-minded, but being a defenceman, spending a 
vital year without body-checking has caused concern.  

He hopes there’s body-checking this OHL season and knows nobody 
wants to see it removed. 

“Are we supposed to be training and hitting each other?” he asks. 
“Should I be focusing on stick-checking? It’s weird.” 

It’s all causing Clarke to consider making serious changes this season. In 
September, he, along with his brother, weighed a loan move to 
Switzerland’s second-division. But the move fell through and he still 
harboured some belief that he’d be invited to Hockey Canada’s world 
junior camp.  

He received an email from Hockey Canada earlier in the year to tell him 
he was in contention for a spot at the camp, so he opted not to push a 
move to Europe. 

But he was not selected for that camp.  

Now, seeing his Barrie Colts teammate Ryan Del Monte join German 
second-division side Freiburg on loan is causing a shift in his 
perspective.  

He wants to go to Europe on loan until the beginning of the OHL season 
to maintain his development and practice body-checking. And so he’s 
spending his evenings waiting by his phone for his agent to call with an 
update. He has a number of lines in the water, and Clarke would be 
prepared to go on a few days’ notice.  

“I’m sick of practicing,” said Clarke. 

Brandt Clarke working with skills coach Josh Wrobel. (Courtesy Josh 
Wrobel) 

Mid-November, Toronto, Ont.: Clarke has been so dedicated to practicing 
in the last couple of summers that every couple of weeks he has driven, 
with Graeme and Quinn, to a Toronto suburb for private skates with skills 
coach Josh Wrobel. 

Just before one of those recent sessions, Wrobel is talking through the 
dichotomy of Brandt Clarke. 

“Brandt is a kid where when god designed him, there was a whole lot in 
the hockey pile and not a lot in the other things. We call him the space 
cadet because he’d forget his nose if it wasn’t attached to his face,” 
Wrobel says, laughing to himself.  

If there’s one thing Wrobel — who trains 45 of the game’s best players in 
curated groups of three – quickly learned about Clarke, it’s that he’s 
different.   
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When the Colts selected him fourth overall in the 2019 OHL draft, he was 
the clear-cut best defenceman in the draft. When scouts saw him play for 
the titanic Don Mills Flyers, he looked lanky and awkward.  

“The way he looks is just very different than the way a hockey player is 
supposed to look. But it works,” Wrobel said. “The knock on him through 
minor hockey was his skating stride because it doesn’t look pretty. But he 
gets to where he needs the be, he can lead the rush, and he can get 
back in time.”  

Early on in his rookie season with the Colts, when Wrobel reviewed 
Clarke’s tape, his physical immaturity had shown. 

But after a challenging start, Clarke began to turn to Wrobel for ways to 
beat some of his inefficiencies.  

“He always wants to Watch video. As soon as he gets on the bus, he’s 
texting me saying ‘can you send me clips from the game?’ He wants that 
accountability,” Wrobel said. 

Eventually, as the season progressed, Clarke’s raw talent began to pop 
so much that his underdeveloped frame almost didn’t matter. In the 
second half, he was a near point-per-game defender. 

“The way he sees the game is scary. He plays the game like he’s in the 
matrix. And he proved that last year when he didn’t really get stuck with 
the pace of the game,” Wrobel said. “He plays the game like he’s in a 
rocket ship. He lets you come to him and then he burns you every time. 
The smoothness, the vision, the plays that he makes, some of the stuff 
that he sees, it’s wild.”  

Even despite his success, and the notoriety he has held as one of the 
2021 class’s top prospects, by the time the summer arrived Clarke was 
the client Wrobel was most excited to work with because he still had 
room to grow.  

So by the time the offseason spilled into its eighth month, Clarke was one 
of the players who’d benefited most from it.  

With another season back on the horizon, Wrobel sees Clarke’s potential 
as limitless, believing he can be the ultimate “roving defenceman.” 

Monday, November 16, Nepean, Ont.: Clarke has put the finishing 
touches on his packing: He’s preparing to board a flight on Wednesday. 

It’s a fairly basic pack job: After perusing some weather reports, he’s 
packed multiple jackets, from rain jackets to a heavier parka.  

Nothing overtly superstitious, either. 

“I don’t have any stuffed animals or anything like that,” said Clarke. 

And of course, he’s packed his PlayStation. 

“I think I’m going to be pretty lonely there sometimes,” said Clarke. 

“There” is Upplands Vasby. The previous Saturday, Clarke signed a 
contract to play for Vasby IK in Sweden’s second division, Allsvenskan. 
He plans to return in January to quarantine ahead of OHL training camp. 

He’s never been away from home for that long, but he’s trying not to 
overthink his decision. The team plays multiple games a week, and 
they’ve promised him no shortage of playing time. His close friend and 
Guelph Storm sniper Pavel Gogolev plans to join him in Vasby in the 
coming weeks.  

“The more I think about it, the crazier it gets,” said Clarke. 

He will not have to quarantine when he arrives in Sweden and is 
preparing to play his first game two days after he arrives. Sweden’s 
COVID-19 cases are surging, but Clarke is hoping for the best. He had 
previously contracted COVID-19 and experienced minor symptoms. 

His mother is also preparing to join him in Sweden to help with his 
transition and perhaps cook a few meals for him. His propensity to cook 
the only dish he’s mastered, Kraft Dinner, will only take him so far; he’d 
rather eat his mom’s spaghetti and meatballs. 

But it is the hockey that he’s going for. There is a concern the OHL’s 
proposed start date of Feb. 4 might not be hit, and he wants to get in as 
many games as possible, improve his pace of play, and learn how to use 
the open ice to improve his offensive game. 

In a matter of days, the routine of his life has completely changed. 
Clarke’s voice rises with excitement when he discusses his decision to 
go abroad and play. 

“There is still the fear of the unknown,” said Clarke.  

Wednesday, November 18, Nepean, Ont.: Around 8:30 a.m. Clarke 
receives a FaceTime call from Wrobel. He answers with a smile, 
expecting to hear him wish him safe travels. 

Instead, Wrobel is inquisitive: “I see on Twitter you’re not going 
anymore?” 

“What the heck are you talking about?” Clarke asks. 

Confused, Clarke calls his agent, who informs him that only players on 
NHL contracts can be signed on Allsvenskan loan deals. It is a fact 
Vasby claims they were unaware of. They had previously announced the 
loan deal on their website. 

Clarke will have to unpack his bags. His season is again, in limbo. 

“I guess the team didn’t know?” said Clarke. “Loans from junior aren’t 
very common.”  

He is back on the ice and in the gym the following day, but his insistence 
on playing in Europe has heightened. Teams from Finland and Germany 
continued to inquire. To ensure Clarke had one less thing to worry about 
as a teenager in a new environment, his camp wanted an apartment 
provided in his contract.  

Tuesday, December 15, Nepean, Ont.: Clarke receives a message from 
his agent in his group text with his brother: HC Nove Zamky in Slovakia’s 
top division are interested in signing both Clarke and Graeme, who had 
only recently returned from being one of the final cuts to Canada’s world 
junior team.  

With very little hesitation, both players sign their contracts, which 
included joint accommodation. They book flights for the afternoon of 
Christmas Eve in the hopes of practicing with the team on Dec. 26 and 
playing in the team’s Dec. 28 game. 

Thursday, December 24, Nepean, Ont.: Clarke awakes for his family’s 
traditional Christmas morning now taking place a day ahead of schedule.  

Under the tree was a new laptop for Clarke to binge-watch his favourite 
shows in Slovakia.  

“That’s what I was hoping for,” said Clarke.  

After two flights, a weary Clarke and his brother finish their 18-hour 
journey and arrive in Bratislava, Slovakia’s capital.  

Unsure of who would be picking them up, Clarke walks into the arrivals 
gate with his hockey bag in tow. A man in an HC Nove Zamky jacket 
points a finger at them. Communication efforts are futile as he speaks no 
English. After a few awkward moments and an obligatory photo for the 
team’s social media channels, the brothers walk to a nearby car to begin 
the hour-and-a-half drive to Nove Zamky, population 38,000. 

“It was a very quiet car ride,” said Clarke.  

After a quick tour of the team’s empty Nove Zamky Ice Stadium, with 
Clarke only being able to flash a thumbs up that they were content to 
leave, they arrive at their accommodations: Penzion Pohoda, a modest 
guest house on the outskirts of the town. 

Clarke and his brother take a minute to sit in the kitchen, exhale, and try 
to wrap their heads around their new surroundings. 
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“It does the job, I guess,” said Clarke of the room he shares with his 
brother, noting how the low, sloping roof has caused some issues for his 
6-foot-1 frame. 

(Courtesy Brandt Clarke) 

Minutes later, Clarke has his first visitors: Fellow Canadians Slater 
Doggett and Jeff King, who had also recently signed with Nove Zamky 
and also live in the guest house. The two will be necessary for Clarke’s 
season. They had taken a photo of the team’s practice schedule in the 
dressing room, and flip Clarke that photo. The team provided Doggett 
and King with a car, and they’ll take the Clarkes on the eight-minute drive 
to and from the arena. 

Saturday, December 26, Nove Zamky, Slovakia: Clarke makes that drive 
and takes part in his first organized practice in close to a year.  

He briefly thinks back to his first practice with the Colts, when he was a 
highly-touted rookie. 

This was different.  

“It’s almost like there were less nerves because nobody knew if I was a 
good player, so if I messed something up, there wasn’t as high of 
expectations at the start,” said Clarke.  

To start practice, he kneels around a whiteboard. While head coach 
Martin Hrncar draws out instructions on the team’s drills, defenceman 
Samuel Hain, who is fluent in English, quickly relays instructions. 

“It was hard to follow along at first,” said Clarke, “as it was a long drill.”  

After a few attempts at the drill, Hain calls all the imports back to the 
whiteboard and explains the drill again in English. 

“It’s a weird dynamic, but it works,” said Clarke. “When (Hrncar) is 
talking, we have no idea what he’s saying, but we don’t want to look like 
we’re not interested, but we had no idea what was going on at first.” 

Monday, December 28, Nove Zamky, Slovakia: Clarke boards a team 
bus for the 40-minute drive north to play rivals HK Nitra. On the bus, 
Clarke learns that Nitra utilizes a heavy style of play, with aggressive 
forechecking.  

“What I realized the most is how hard it was to take the puck off of some 
of those guys, these 6-foot-6, 230-pound beasts in the corner. And I’m 
like, ‘What am I supposed to do here?’” said Clarke. “They’re not moving 
their big frame.”  

He feels “out of his element” for the first half of the game. As hard as he 
had been training for months, “your brain has to be working at top 
speed.” 

Once he settles into the game, he begins holding onto the puck more and 
tries to make smart passes instead of simply dumping it into the offensive 
zone.  

His teammates become more comfortable with him on the ice as well, 
despite the language barrier. 

“They call me ‘B,’ and they call Graeme ‘G,'” he said, his laugh still 
evident among the newfound uncertainty in his life. 

By the end of the 6-4 loss to Nitra, Clarke logs over 22 minutes. 

He boards the bus to return to his new home in Slovakia, feeling happy 
that he’d finally played his first competitive game in over nine months, but 
still alarmingly aware of the challenges that await him over the next few 
months.  

“This is the speed of pro hockey. This is the toughness of these guys,” 
said Clarke. “It was definitely a good wake-up call.” 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Ranking NHL’s top rookies for 2021 

 

By Corey Pronman Jan 18, 2021  

 

This list is my opinion on who will be the best rookies in the NHL in the 
2021 season. The focus is on the players I think will separate themselves 
from the pack and omits some good players who could play notable roles 
for their team but who I don’t project to reach that top echelon of 
production. 

This is not a prospect ranking. A player’s talent level is incorporated, but 
this is a projection of who I think will have the best 2021 season, not 
career. Thus, age and potential opportunity are incorporated. 

A clarification on who is eligible for the Calder that nobody will read. To 
be eligible for the Calder Trophy, a player cannot have played more than 
25 games in any single preceding season nor in six or more games in 
each of any two preceding seasons. A player must not have attained his 
26th birthday by Sept. 15 of the season in which he is eligible. 

1. Kirill Kaprizov, RW, Minnesota 

Kaprizov is 23, a true top line talent, who has excelled against good 
professional players for a long time and his early returns show his game 
will translate to the NHL. He’s a very skilled and competitive player who 
will be a big part of Minnesota’s team. He’s shown he’s more than quick 
enough to play at the top of their lineup. There are a couple players 
ranked after him I would bet on having better careers over the next 10 
years, but Kaprizov is right up there in talent and is the odds-on favorite 
to be the top rookie this season. 

2. Alexis Lafreniere, LW, New York Rangers 

Lafreniere was the first pick in the most recent NHL Draft and is a special 
offensive talent. He hasn’t been a go-to guy for the Rangers to start, 
which is reasonable given their depth on the wing. You have to bet on a 
player like Lafreniere finding a way to score though given his elite 
combination of puck skills, hockey sense and competitiveness. The main 
question on him was how his skating would translate to the NHL, which 
early on for me has looked fine albeit not something that has stood out at 
that level. 

3. Barrett Hayton, LW, Arizona 

Hayton was the fifth pick in 2018 and didn’t see a ton of ice time last 
season in the NHL at 19. He’s a player with a ton of skill who can make 
and finish plays, but there are questions that remain on whether his 
skating will let him become a top player in the league. He’s shown for the 
last few years he has the talent to dominate at the junior level between 
the OHL and world juniors, but this season will be a big test to see if his 
game translates to the NHL. I think he will be a good player for the 
Coyotes. 

4. Josh Norris, C, Ottawa 

Norris’s development curve continues to trend in a sharp upwards 
direction. After a fantastic rookie AHL season, he begins as Ottawa’s No. 
1 center and it’s not unreasonable to suggest the 21-year-old will be able 
to play that role competently or at the very least look like a quality top six 
forward all season. He has all the components in his game you want in 
an NHL player and has shown he can play very well against men. 

(Marc DesRosiers / USA Today) 

5. Tim Stutzle, LW, Ottawa 

After a fantastic world juniors, the 2020 third overall pick Stutzle slotted 
right into the Ottawa lineup. Expectations have to be tempered for such a 
young player, but he’s such an elite skater that it’s very possible he could 
be a quality NHL player right away. Long term he projects as a star; short 
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term he could be a solid middle six forward for Ottawa with flashes of 
brilliance from his skating and skill. 

6. Igor Shesterkin, G, New York Rangers 

Shesterkin is expected to be given a large opportunity with the Rangers 
this season. The 25-year-old has been excellent against men at various 
high levels for years including some time in the NHL this past season. 
He’s not that big, but he has elite quickness and makes a lot of great 
reads. I think he will be a quality NHL goalie, but a full season in net will 
test him on whether a goalie his size will be able to be as good at the 
NHL level as he has been at other ones. 

7. Dylan Cozens, RW, Buffalo 

Cozens went right into the Sabres lineup coming off a great world juniors. 
I think a player with his size, skating and work level will be able to help 
Buffalo this season despite being so young. He will produce some 
offense. I don’t know if he’s going to be a top scorer for them right away, 
but he can push the puck forward with his skating and get enough points 
to justify a middle six slot. 

8. Alexander Romanov, D, Montreal 

With how good a skater and how physical Romanov is, it’s not much of a 
surprise his game has been able to slot into an NHL lineup. The amount 
of offense he produces has always been the minor question in his game, 
but he’s already slotting onto Montreal’s power play, which he wasn’t 
even on for CSKA in the KHL. He’s a very intelligent player to go with his 
mobility so he should be able to move the puck well enough while also 
providing solid defense. 

9. John Leonard, LW, San Jose 

Leonard was a sixth-round pick in the 2018 draft as a re-entry prospect, 
but he’s progressed very well since then. He was one of the best players 
in the NCAA last season, and his elite skill has landed him in the Sharks 
top six and power play to start this season. His skating particularly for his 
size has been the question for why he wasn’t previously a top prospect, 
and how he handles the NHL pace will be the thing to monitor. The 
amount of skill he has is just so significant, though, that I think he 
overcomes it and I can see the 22-year-old helping the Sharks this 
season. 

10. Owen Tippett, RW, Florida 

Tippett was the 10th pick in 2017 and looked quite promising when I 
watched him in the AHL last season. He’s 21 and this is his opportunity 
to show he belongs at the top level. He’s one of the most talented 
forwards in terms of his combination of skill, IQ, shot and skating I’ve 
seen in the last few years. He was more consistent with his effort in the 
AHL than he was against juniors, which gives me hope he will be able to 
be a good NHL player and score this season. 

11. Ty Smith, D, New Jersey 

Smith has been a dominant player at the junior level for the last few 
years and thus it’s perfectly reasonable to expect him to step into the 
NHL and help New Jersey. His skill, his IQ and his skating should help 
him contribute to moving the puck well at the top level. He’s opened the 
season on the power play for the Devils and has looked good. He may 
not be a great defender right away at 20 due to his size and lack of elite 
speed but the offense he produces should be legit. 

12. Gabriel Vilardi, C, Los Angeles 

Vilardi is a feel-good story to be talked about now as a projected top 
rookie after dealing with a myriad of injury concerns the last few years. 
He’s a player with great size, skill, vision and compete who other than the 
skating has all the components of a top NHL forward. Now that he looks 
healthy, this season will be interesting to see whether his game projects 
as more of a middle six forward, or whether he’s able to play at a high 
pace despite his skating and show some of the top line potential he 
flashed years ago. 

13. Nils Hoglander, RW, Vancouver 

With J.T. Miller out, Hoglander has stepped into a big role for Vancouver 
and held his own. He’s looked better early on than a lot of scouts thought 
he would be right away in the NHL. He has limitations with his size and 
skating, but he’s so skilled and works very hard that you can see how he 
could be a useful NHL forward this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Andersen quells outside concern with stellar 
game vs. Jets 

 

Chris Johnston 

January 19, 2021, 12:28 AM 

 

TORONTO -- Call off the hounds. 

Crazy as it might sound not even a full week into the NHL season, they 
had already started to gather outside Scotiabank Arena. 

All it took was for Frederik Andersen and Toronto Maple Leafs head 
coach Sheldon Keefe to acknowledge that the goaltender was not at his 
best during Friday’s loss in Ottawa for the whiff of controversy to waft 
through the air. 

Presumably, now, that talk should disappear as quickly as it arrived. 
Andersen was rock solid during a 3-1 victory over the Winnipeg Jets that 
calmed the waters on a number of fronts. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“It was a much simpler game for Fred and he looked extremely confident 
and in control here tonight,” said Keefe. “So that gives us confidence as a 
team and it should give him confidence, too, that whatever he has done 
to prepare from last game to this one, it benefitted him.” 

It had been an unusual 48 hours between starts: Andersen didn’t dress at 
all for the second half of the back-to-back against the Senators, getting in 
extra work with goalie coach Steve Briere on Saturday morning before 
watching Jack Campbell play while Aaron Dell backed up. 

That wiped his schedule clean of the typical game-day meetings plus the 
extra stretching and mental preparation the second goaltender goes 
through even when not likely to see any action. 

“A little new thing we’re trying,” said Andersen. “I think it was good. ... I 
got to stay at the hotel a little bit longer and just come for the game.” 

There’s a decent chance it’s a one-off after Dell got claimed by New 
Jersey from the waiver wire on Monday, leaving Michael Hutchinson to 
move up to Toronto’s taxi squad as the No. 3 goaltending option. 

That won’t bother Keefe since he didn’t think there was any magic in the 
plan. 

All it did was buy his No. 1 guy more time to sharpen his game following 
training camp that included no exhibition games and a frantic charge 
towards the season. Still, it was reassuring to see Andersen confidently 
turn aside 27 Winnipeg shots, arguably the best of them against Mark 
Scheifele late in a first period where the Leafs controlled zone time but 
hadn’t yet grabbed a lead. 
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“It was his best game, for sure, just the way that he tracked the puck,” 
said Keefe. “He looked super calm in there. I think it’s also not a 
coincidence that it was probably the easiest night he had in front of him 
tonight. You know we didn’t give up very much at all and when we did 
there wasn’t much by way of second chances in around the net. 

“We did a much better job in that area.” 

There are a couple obvious reasons why Andersen’s play is under such 
scrutiny. He’s in a contract year and coming off the worst statistical 
season of his career, for starters. Plus the Leafs explored the goalie 
market for a replacement before bringing him back this fall. 

But, to let you behind the media curtain, it’s also because this has been a 
non-story for so long and the possibility of intrigue now exists. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Andersen has played 247 games for the Leafs since arriving here in 
2016, with Curtis McElhinney next on the franchise’s list during that 
period with 32 appearances. Campbell has seven games under his belt 
for the blue and white. 

However, with huge expectations and an uncertain future beyond the 
summer, the tectonic plates are shifting beneath the surface. Any existing 
loyalties aren’t likely to outlast a run of substandard performance. 

And for an offensively-inclined team that has historically struggled to lock 
games down, you can’t have a goalie fumbling away strong efforts like 
the one we saw against Winnipeg. That’s where Andersen made some 
big strides. The Leafs controlled puck possession and the entirety of the 
second period and still found themselves in a tight 2-1 contest with 20 
minutes to play. 

“If anything, it made it harder for us in the third period,” said Keefe. “I 
think hard is good for our team with where we need to grow.” 

Andersen is a stay-in-the-moment performer, the kind who would never 
let you know if he felt outside pressure. That doesn’t mean it wasn’t 
there. 

He turned aside 12 third-period shots and took a second star turn when 
the buzzer sounded. 

There will be more nights off for him than usual with a compressed 
schedule that includes four games in six days this week, but 
performances like this will quell the outside concern. 

“Freddie’s one of the best in the league,” said Leafs captain John 
Tavares. “We’ve got so much faith in him. … Just being well sorted 
defensively without the puck and working to get it back will make life easy 
on him because we know he’s going to make the saves when it’s 
predictable and he’s able to challenge and be aggressive and be the 
netminder that he is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks risk falling behind fast in Canadian division if 
struggles continue 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

January 19, 2021, 2:41 AM 

 

With a 56-game schedule, Canadian division and global pandemic, we 
knew this would be an extraordinary season for the Vancouver Canucks. 

But no one would have guessed that after four games Elias Pettersson 
would have more penalties (two) than points (one). Or that a power-play 
that was fourth in the National Hockey League last season would begin 
this one 0-for-15. Or that goaltending, always the biggest question 
heading into 2021, would be the least of Vancouver’s problems. 

Monday in Calgary, the team followed its best period of the season with 
its worst and was handily beaten for a third straight game, 5-2 by the 
Calgary Flames, to stumble home from a four-game road trip at 1-3. 

The Montreal Canadiens, who look at least as good as the Flames, roar 
into Vancouver for three games in four days starting Wednesday at 
Rogers Arena. 

This condensed season has accurately been called a sprint. No one will 
have time to catch up in the standings if they fully face-plant and lose five 
or six in a row. The deficit will look large in a hurry if Vancouver doesn’t 
fix its problems this week. 

The Canucks outshot the Flames 16-4 in the first period on Monday, 
when Vancouver forward Adam Gaudette had more shots and scoring 
chances than the entire Calgary team. But former Canucks goalie Jacob 
Markstrom kept the Flames in it, down only 1-0 instead of by three or four 
goals, and Calgary just took over the game in the second period. 

Vancouver imploded with four straight penalties while surrendering three 
straight goals and was outshot 20-3 in the middle frame. That was a 33-
shot turnaround from the first period. That doesn’t make sense. Neither 
has the Canucks’ start to the season. 

“Things aren’t going your way, it’s a little bit easy to get negative,” goalie 
Thatcher Demko said after allowing four goals on 32 shots. “But in this 
type of season when the games are so quick, you don’t have time to get 
down on yourself. You’ve got to flip the page and get back at it. We’ll 
focus on this Montreal series.” 

Home of the Canucks 

Stream every Vancouver Canucks game this season with Sportsnet 
NOW. Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

PISTOL-WHIPPED PETEY 

Pettersson’s start to the season was perfectly encapsulated by the 
television shot of him sitting in the penalty box late in the second period, 
his head down. He looked condemned. 

The Canucks' most gifted offensive player, one of the best forwards in 
the NHL, Pettersson has no goals and one assist through four games 
and the Canucks have been outshot 39-24 at even strength with him on 
the ice. 

His frustration was evident Monday when after a dodgy holding call 
against him earlier in the period, Pettersson whacked Flames centre 
Sean Monohan across the clavicle with his stick at 18:14 of the middle 
frame. 

When veteran defenceman Tyler Myers punched Matthew Thachuk in 
the head after a whistle to put the Canucks two men down, the Flames’ 
sizzling power play made it 3-1 on an Elias Lindholm one-timer with less 
than two seconds remaining in the period. 

“I don’t know what happened in the second period, but I took two dumb 
penalties,” Pettersson said. “It’s not acceptable. They get momentum, 
they get on the power play. When we’re not playing our best hockey... 
we’ve got to find a way to get back to our game. 

“I was just disappointed in myself, letting the team down, taking another 
stupid penalty. And they scored another goal. I was just disappointed in 
myself for being selfish -- letting my frustration take another dumb 
penalty. It’s not going to happen again.” 
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Remaining Time -0:47 

Lindholm snaps quick one-timer with 0.2 seconds left in the second 
period 

SPECIAL TEAM PROBLEMS 

Not only is the power play a dismal 0-for-15 so far, but Canucks penalty 
killers have surrendered seven goals on 21 disadvantages through four 
games. Those are both NHL-worst figures. 

“First period was maybe our best period of the year so far, and we 
responded in the second not very well,” Myers said. “We know teams are 
going to give us a push... but we can’t drop down as far as we did. 

“I can’t take that penalty that I took. There are a few others we can’t be 
taking either. But outside of the penalties, it was almost like we forgot 
how we played in the first. We kept it very simple in the first. We played 
the exact type of hockey we want to play: quick ups, get pucks in and get 
in our forecheck. We got away from it for whatever reason and we’re 
going to have to address it.” 

Remaining Time -2:26 

Markstrom was difference-maker for Flames in win over Canucks 

A SHORT HOP 

The J.T. Miller Effect lasted one period. The Canucks’ leading scorer 
from last season made his 2021 debut after a sooner-than-expected 
return from COVID-19 protocol as a close contact to teammate Jordie 
Benn, who spent the entire road trip quarantined in Vancouver. 

Miller’s first period was the Canucks’ best of the season and even the 
power play looked dangerous while failing to score on two early 
opportunities. But an ineffective Vancouver power play early in the 
second fed Calgary momentum and Miller finished his first game without 
a shot on net in 18:31 of ice time. 

“We’ve just got to be better pros,” Miller said. “We get paid a lot of money 
to do this. We’ve got to be ready to play 60 minutes or as close to that as 
possible. We just have to evaluate our game honestly and go from there. 

“It isn’t the start we wanted. We know that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens sweep Oilers with goaltending contrasts on full 
display 

 

Eric Engels 

January 19, 2021, 2:03 AM 

 

It was calm, cool and all too familiar -- a Montreal Canadiens goaltender 
wearing a number in the 30s, shrugging off a scoring chance from one of 
the NHL’s most lethal shooters like a lion casually swatting away a 
mosquito attempting to disturb his slumber. 

Except this time it was No. 34, not 31, appearing unperturbed by a tough 
shot from No. 97. Jake Allen stepped in for Carey Price and stopped 
Connor McDavid on this early chance, and then he stopped all but one 
other shot that came his way to record his first win in bleu, blanc et 
rouge. 

Bienvenue à Montreal. The 30-year-old goaltender arrived with the 
Canadiens via a trade with the St. Louis Blues after posting the best 
numbers of his career in his first season as Jordan Binnington’s backup. 
He was brought in to give them an established goaltender behind Price, 

to give Montreal’s starter more rest than he’s accustomed to, to settle the 
nerves instead of stirring them up, and he did exactly that in his first start. 

And you knew Allen was going to have to if the Canadiens were going to 
leave Edmonton with wins in consecutive games. They put on a clinic in 
a 5-1 romp over the Oilers on Saturday and buttons were pushed to 
ensure it wouldn’t happen again Monday. 

Oilers coach Dave Tippett pulled Ethan Bear and Caleb Jones off his 
blue line, inserted Kris Russell and William Lagesson and said this just 
hours before the puck dropped: “Every game is like a playoff-standard 
game, and if you’re not ready to compete in those game, we’ll try 
somebody else, and that’s where we’re at.” 

With just three games out of 56 in the bank, it was an unmistakable 
message being sent to the guys in blue and orange. It was clear within 
seconds of Monday’s start the Oilers received it. 

They closed down the lanes, kept the action going towards Montreal’s 
end and peppered the opposing net with 12 shots in the opening period. 
They pushed the pace, drew three consecutive power plays and came 
out of it down 1-0 because Allen helped the Canadiens withstand the 
pressure before Alexander Romanov took advantage of the one thing the 
Oilers hadn’t successfully changed from Saturday’s game. 

The 21-year-old’s first NHL goal came on a point shot Mikko Koskinen 
had to save. Romanov’s wrister snuck right through Kosikinen and 
sapped the energy right out of the Oilers. 

The Finnish goaltender was better on this night than he was on Saturday, 
but not good enough to steady the shaky Oilers group in front of him -- 
bobbling shots in the second period before Shea Weber banked one off 
his head from behind the net to pass Sergei Gonchar for 10th all-time in 
power play goals among defencemen with the 103rd of his career. 

Shortly before Weber scored it, Allen came up with a huge save on Kailer 
Yamamoto and then came up with his best of the night on reigning Hart 
Trophy winner Leon Draisaitl -- a left-pad kick on a one-timer from the 
middle of the slot. 

The New Brunswick native was perfect until Jonathan Drouin coughed 
the puck up on a power-play breakout in the dying minutes of the third 
period, giving Devin Shore a breakaway Allen just missed getting his 
blocker on. A 3-0 win became a 3-1 win. 

No big deal. 

This game could’ve gone differently. This was Allen’s first start since 
Aug. 19, when he allowed four goals in a loss to the Vancouver Canucks 
from the same net he was defending at Rogers Arena on this night. He 
was playing against a hungry Oilers team, against McDavid and Draisaitl 
-- paired together for much of the third period -- and a power play that 
finished as the best in the NHL last season. 

A power play that got seven opportunities to go to work, but one that 
finished in the minus in the goals scored department -- Artturi Lehkonen 
gave Montreal a 3-0 lead with a shorthanded goal in the third period. 

Allen played a big hand in that, and Canadiens coach Claude Julien 
seemingly had full confidence he would before inserting him in in just the 
third game of the season -- and after Price had delivered a 34-save 
masterpiece in Saturday’s game. 

“I don’t think that was a question for us whether (Allen) would be 
reassuring,” Julien said. “But the one thing you do hope is that when he 
plays his first game, he has a good outcome so that it builds confidence 
for him, it builds confidence for the team and everything else. Had it gone 
the other way… let’s say he had a tough night, we know he can do the 
job but then it puts question marks and people start wondering whether 
he’s the answer and all that stuff. 

“I think tonight he just proved that he’s the real deal and showed to 
everybody that he’s ready to play. And I think we were better defensively, 
but at the same time he still had to make some big saves at certain times 
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of the game where it could’ve gone the other way. He really played an 
outstanding game and then deservingly was first star tonight.” 

It was a big departure from what we’ve seen over the last three seasons, 
with Charlie Lindgren, Keith Kinkaid and Antti Niemi far from shining 
behind Price. 

It was a big departure from what we’ve seen in the Edmonton crease 
since the start of this season. 

People in the city have to be asking themselves if Koskinen is the answer 
for their 1-3-0 team right now. With Mike Smith on the long-term injured 
reserve list and no household name behind him, the 32-year-old is 
dangling without a safety net. He doesn’t have a choice but to be better. 

And for as much as the Oilers need Kosiknen to give them the 
confidence to shake themselves loose, he needs their help to allow him 
to get his legs underneath him. 

They provided some in this game, but not enough. 

“We were more competitive, but I’d still like to see our puck game 
improve,” said Tippett. 

That starts with McDavid and Drasaitl, who were limited to one point 
between them in this two-game series against the Canadiens. The rest of 
the Oilers need to help, as well. 

And Koskinen has to balance it all out. 

He made 62 saves against the Canadiens, but after seeing the eight 
goals that went by him, he’s got some major work to do. 

As for Allen, there isn’t much to improve, and that’s a crucial 
development for a Canadiens team that’s started as well as it hoped to 
after adding seven new players over the off-season. 

“The goal for me coming into here this season was to make Carey be the 
best goalie he can be,” Allen said. “When he’s on his game, he’s the best 
in the world, and obviously my job’s to come in here and collect points as 
well… 

“My mindset coming into this year was (even with) no exhibition games, 
it’s no excuse, it was just to build my game. Keep building, building, 
building and find pieces of my game that are going to continue to get 
better, and I thought it was a good start.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' top players rally team past Canucks after slow first 
period 

 

Eric FrancisJanuary 19, 2021, 1:37 AM 

 

Tongue firmly in cheek, Elias Lindholm summed up Jacob Markstrom’s 
latest larceny with the type of assessment generally reserved for NHL 
capologists. 

“For now, he deserves the contract,” smiled his good pal following a 5-2 
win over Vancouver that seemed improbable following a first-period 
barrage from Markstrom’s former team. “We knew what we were getting 
(when the Flames signed him to a six-year, $36 million deal), but 
obviously the way the first period went he stole us a point or two.” 

Sound familiar? 

On opening night Markstrom’s third-period heroics saved the Flames a 
loser point in Winnipeg. 

On Saturday he stopped all 32 shots to shut out the team he spent seven 
years with, and on Monday he pulled another one out of the fire with 15 
saves in a first period in which the Flames were outshot by Adam 
Gaudette’s five shots alone. 

Much like Miikka Kiprusoff did at the Dome for so many years, the 
stunningly efficient six-foot-six Swede calmly used everything from the 
shaft of his stick to the tip of his skate to frustrate the Canucks in a first 
period the Flames escaped down just 1-0. 

His mastery opened the door for the type of second period rebound this 
team won’t soon forget. 

The plan coming into the season was to take some of the attention off 
Johnny Gaudreau, but this is a bit ridiculous. 

On any other night Gaudreau would have been the talk of the town for 
kickstarting the comeback with a second-period beauty in tight that he’d 
later follow up with a setup for the ages. With three seconds left in a 
second period in which four straight Canucks penalties allowed the 
Flames to dominate with a 20-3 shot advantage, Gaudreau turned from 
the corner, spotted Lindholm on the other side of the net and dished a 
peach Lindholm buried with 0.2 seconds remaining. 

A backbreaker that put the hosts up 3-1. 

Combined with Mark Giordano’s power play blast in the third, the Flames 
wound up the two-game set going five-for-13 with the man advantage. 

All the big boys have been chipping in so far this season, including 
Mikael Backlund and new power play quarterback Rasmus Andersson, 
who capped the evening with an empty netter. 

“Your best players have to be your best scorers or you can’t win in this 
league, and right now everybody is contributing -- we’re liking a lot of the 
things we’re seeing right now,” said Geoff Ward, whose club has claimed 
five of six points thus far. 

“We were outworked and outskated by the Canucks in the first period 
and we were back on our heels, and I give our guys credit for finding a 
way to turn it around. That’s a really good sign of growth for us that we 
reacted at key times in the right way.” 

It’s a lot easier to do when the goalie under siege is chill and the stars up 
front are opportunistic and meshing well. 

Surely frustrated their former backstop was doing a number on them 
once again, the Canucks did their part to implode in the second with six-
straight penalties. The most egregious was a Tyler Myers’ post-whistle 
poke at Matthew Tkachuk’s mush near the end of the second period that 
opened the door for Lindholm and Gaudreau to combine on the five-on-
three buzzer-beater. 

“You can see when he’s feeling it a little bit, those are nights he can take 
a team on his back and carry a team,” said Ward of Gaudreau, who has 
two goals and four points in three outings. 

“Tonight he was feeling it. That pass he made at the end of the second 
period for the five-on-three goal… what a play. There’s not many guys in 
this league that can make a play like that.” 

Funny, as he made one very similar on opening night that Lindholm also 
buried on the power play. 

The Flames’ six power play goals are their most through the first three 
games of a season since they tallied eight in 1992. 

Yes, it’s early, but the combination of Calgary’s firepower and it’s all-
world goaltending will have locals gushing throughout the team’s odd, 
six-day break between games about its shiny new netminder. The fans 
sure like the contract. 

“We haven’t done anything yet, so I wouldn’t say that,” said Markstrom 
when told of Lindholm’s stamp of approval for the Six Million Dollar Man. 
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“It’s obviously a great feeling to be here, and know that I’m going to be 
here for a long time. There’s a lot of hockey to be played. I’m enjoying 
every second out there even if it might not show because I’m trying to 
stay as calm as possible.” 

Markstrom finished the night with 25 saves and technically hasn’t been 
beaten by a Canucks shot yet, as both goals scored against him Monday 
bounced in off of Flames defencemen. 

NOTES: The Flames played the second half of the game without Dillon 
Dube who left the bench after just one shift in the second period. The 
budding first liner came up lame with four minutes left in the first period 
when he reached to try snagging a puck just as it reached Canucks 
goalie Thatcher Demko. The 22-year-old winger immediately turned 
towards the bench stone-faced, and skated off the ice, only to play one 
more shift on the night… Monday was the seventh anniversary of the 
night these two teams squared off with a game-opening line brawl that 
sent John Tortorella over the edge and towards the Flames dressing 
room… The Flames next game is a 2 p.m. MT test on Sunday against 
the Leafs, who visit for two. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NWHL bubble in Lake Placid sets the stage for unique 
season 

 

Marisa Ingemi January 18, 2021, 12:21 PM 

 

The NWHL has always used pro women’s sports as its blueprint. 

Following the success of the WNBA and NWSL bubbles, they took 
lessons from over the summer to implement in a bubble of their own, in 
one of the most historic sites in hockey. 

“It’s starting to feel real now,” said NWHL commissioner Ty Tumminia. 
“Stuff is starting to come in, like game pucks, and there’s so many great 
things that make it seem real. It’s exciting, there’s a lot of anxiety but 
we’re definitely ready to get going.” 

The Lake Placid stage centres the NWHL in a unique way for a six-year-
old league, adding layers of history to a new narrative. 

To them, that was a mission in creating a bubble environment; with a 
short season, spanning roughly two weeks, they had to make an impact 
where they could. 

“You really have a short amount of time when you’re trying to do these 
events,” said Tumminia. “You have to get to know the people you don’t 
know to work with them closely… Lake Placid just embraced us, they 
wanted us there. What the town means to hockey, to Olympians in 
general. I think to us, it was a no brainer.” 

Perhaps the biggest difficulty is the logistics. Unlike the NHL or other 
legacy sports leagues, the NWHL’s players don’t play full-time. They all 
had to find ways to get the two weeks off — or work remotely from Lake 
Placid — to play this season. 

There are few players who turned down the chance to play. Once the 
league had safety measures in place, including expanding testing from 
Yale on-site, the teams and league worked to help players be prepared 
for the half-month season. 

“I’m a teacher, so I had to talk with my principal, and we have a very 
understanding principal and he understood 2020 was a hard year, 
everything was going to be different,” said Minnesota Whitecaps forward 
Audra Richards. “Usually I only have to take maybe half Fridays off for 
hockey, but taking the first week of school off was a tough question. But 

it’s different than normal and he understood and it’s amazing the league 
can pull this off.” 

The NWHL has asked its players to test since October, especially when 
unofficial practices began. They’ve been using the Yale testing all along 
as part of a partnership with the University, and getting more access was 
integral in making Placid happen. 

Players will be tested 72 hours before they leave for Lake Placid and 
again before entry, then they get tested throughout the tournament 
before an exit test. Currently, they overnight tests to Yale, according to 
Tumminia, and have results within 24 hours. 

“In Lake Placid we might structure it a little bit differently,” said Tumminia. 
“Whereas, instead of waiting 24 hours, we’ll have a driver get down to 
Yale (four-and-a-half hour one-way trip) and test and have results in six 
to eight hours versus a 20-24 hour turnaround so it’s a different read 
because it’s driving instead of shipping.” 

If a player tests positive, she would have to sit out until providing two 
negative tests. The players will stay at a hotel nearby and are restricted 
to movement between where they’re staying, and the rink. 

The NWHL’s bubble schedule, released last Thursday, starts with three 
games on the one rink starting at 1:00, 4:00 and 7:00 ET. In case of a tie, 
overtime runs five minutes and is followed by a shootout, so there’s little 
worry about one game carrying into the next time slot. And there are 
other days with just two games on the schedule. 

Roster building began before teams knew there would be a bubble 
format, and that it would be in Placid at the end of January. That’s left 
little wiggle room to figure out any changes, but the league has been 
flexible for players. Nearly all have made the commitment to play, and 
even those who opt out will be paid salaries in full. 

The low pressure has made it easier to prepare for the hockey itself. 

“We are so fortunate our entire team can participate,” said Connecticut 
Whale general manager Amy Scheer. “Our whole team is going and they 
can’t wait to thrive in a different situation. No one’s been through this 
before so they’re really eager. It’s amazing their dedication to the sport, 
it’s unbelievable the league made this happen.” 

The NWSL had an entire team — Orlando — pull out of the bubble 
before it began, but was the first league to return with its series in Utah, 
where engagement and exposure expanded tenfold. The WNBA followed 
suit with arguably the safest and most successful bubble in sports. 

The NWHL, hoping to be the next women’s league in line, has used the 
time away from the rink to grow in other ways, holding an innovative 
Twitter draft in June and building from there. They announced the 
Toronto Six expansion in April, and since then announced their bubble 
and television deal with NBC in the United States. 

It’s a lot of growth in a short period of time, especially during a pandemic 
where leagues have struggled to build. 

There may be lots of ethical questions about any sport playing right now, 
but the NWHL has put its best foot forward and been transparent about 
regulations and testing, and believe they can springboard forward out of 
the bubble. 

“There’s a shift in consciousness and the overall spirit of what we are 
putting forth,” said Tumminia. “It’s probably the first time in the league’s 
history where we have the ability to market on a larger scale platform for 
us and the athletes.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets trying to stay focused as they limp into busiest stretch 
of season 
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Ken Wiebe 

January 18, 2021, 2:46 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — Clearly, this was not the way Paul Maurice drew it up. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets has been leaning on the theme of 
flexibility since training camp opened, so the fact he’s without two of his 
top-six defencemen as the busiest stretch of the season has arrived was 
met with a simple shrug of the shoulders. 

Playing five games over seven days (and six in nine), beginning with 
Monday’s tilt against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Maurice was hoping the 
Jets would at least be close to full health. 

That simply isn’t the case, with two notable absences on the back end in 
Dylan DeMelo and Tucker Poolman. 

DeMelo stayed back in Winnipeg this week with his wife and newborn 
child. 

Poolman, meanwhile, landed on the COVID-19 Protocol Related 
Absence list Saturday, when the Jets cancelled practice out of an 
abundance of caution (a phrase you will probably be hearing a lot this 
season). 

To top things off, Jets forward Patrik Laine has been dealing with an 
upper-body issue during the past several days and has been ruled out, 
officially listed as day-to-day. 

But even that comes with a caveat. 

“There wasn’t anything in the game that he was worried about. He was 
aware of it, but it was just minor,” Maurice said Monday afternoon. “Then 
he came out (on Sunday) and couldn’t warm it up, it couldn’t get to the 
point where he felt comfortable with it. He treated it, rested it, same thing. 
He wants to be sure that he can perform with it. We’ve got to get this 
thing healed. 

“I don’t have a timeline for you. I’m not looking at this, unless something 
changes, as long term. The day-to-day is an honest assessment in my 
mind of where he’s at. It’s going to get questioned because we happen to 
play six games in the next nine (nights). We want to get him back in the 
lineup, you wish you had more time between games to let it heal. We 
don’t, but we won’t put him back in until he’s confident that he can be the 
player that he was.” 

Time to sound the alarm? 

It’s way too early for that. 

Given the long list of things the Jets dealt with last season alone, this 
doesn’t qualify as entirely new ground — even if it qualifies as a 
challenge. 

The next-player-up mentality is alive and well, especially when borne out 
of necessity. 

Time spent worrying about players who are not available is not time well 
spent. 

That doesn’t mean those players are forgotten, but they still have to be 
replaced, even if only temporarily. 

Laine was a dominant force in the Jets’ season opener, producing two 
goals, including the overtime winner, and an assist in Thursday’s 4-3 
victory over the Calgary Flames. 

He also caught the attention of his teammates by coming to the defence 
of Kyle Connor after he was on the receiving end of a cross-check from 
behind by Noah Hanifin. 

Laine showed his investment level in all facets of his game and when he 
plays at that level he’s a dominant force — and difficult for opponents to 
deal with. 

“Unlike time in the past, I feel like we have a place to point to where his 
confidence base comes from. He came to camp and worked like a pro. 
He’s in good shape, he’s big, he’s strong but that doesn’t matter. What 
matters is that from the very first drill, he just pushed himself and 
everybody noticed it,” said Maurice. 

“Fifteen minutes into practice, they’re going, ‘Who’s this 6-5 guy who’s 
battling in the corners with unbelievable hands. So that’s where his 
performance ... take away the goals, obviously, that I think we’ve always 
known about Patrik and we’ve seen it from his Day 1 in the NHL. But the 
play away from the puck and the battling in the corner. 

“You watch that Calgary game, that’s a different player than most of you 
have seen. A different player than we’ve seen. This guy now is morphing 
into a dominant power forward and that’s where we point to. When we 
got to a point where if he wasn’t scoring and he came back (to the bench) 
and that frustration started to build, we would remind him of the training 
camp and the work that he put in — and the payoff was the way that he 
played and the way that he looked on opening night.” 

Players like the one Maurice just described are tough — if not impossible 
— to replace. 

But guess what, the Maple Leafs won’t take pity on the Jets for not 
having Laine available, nor will the Jets be wasting time feeling sorry for 
themselves. 

Those prime-time minutes need to be filled internally. 

Same goes for Laine’s production, but the Jets still have plenty of skill left 
in the lineup. 

Laine’s absence opens the door for Jansen Harkins to make his season 
debut and Mathieu Perreault to move up from the fourth line to the 
second. 

Harkins himself went from being a shining light in the first scrimmage 
(with a goal and an assist) to being sidelined with a lower-body issue of 
his own. 

On the back end, the absence of Poolman means that Sami Niku goes 
from being firmly “in the top eight” to being on the top pair with Josh 
Morrissey. 

It also means that 2016 first-rounder Logan Stanley is set to make his 
NHL debut on Monday — in his home province, roughly an hour from his 
hometown and against the team he grew up watching. 

About the only thing missing will be having his family in the stands 
cheering him on. 

“Obviously I would love to have my family and my friends here tonight. 
It's a pretty special night for me and definitely something I've dreamed of 
for a long time,” Stanley said following the morning skate Monday. “Once 
you're drafted, it doesn't mean as much as you think it does. I think being 
a first-round pick, there was extra pressure. But as I got older I kind of 
learned how to tune that out and just go and play hockey. 

“Everyone takes a different amount of time to develop into the player that 
they're going to become. Some guys are going to be quicker and some 
guys are going to take a little bit longer.” 

Stanley had a solid season as a rookie pro, but things didn’t come easy 
last season, as he dealt with several injuries and didn’t perform up to a 
level he was happy with. 

“After last season I obviously wasn't happy with the way it went. It was 
unfortunate getting hurt a few times. But I wasn't happy with the season I 
had,” said Stanley, who is six-foot-seven and 228 pounds. “I made some 
changes to how I trained and what I was doing. I just knew that this was 
a big year. Pedal to the metal, and worked out as hard as I could this 
summer, and it's kind of paying off here tonight.” 
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Jets centre Mark Scheifele spent a lot of time skating and training with 
Stanley and has seen that progress first-hand. 

“Honestly, I started to see a lot more of his growth the last two summers 
when I went back and spent a little more time in Kitchener. Proud 
Kitchener boy, so it’s always good to see a guy like that making his way 
into the NHL,” said Scheifele. “Obviously, his size is a huge aspect of his 
game. I skated with him a bunch in the off-season. I saw a lot of growth 
in his game, even just from that point in September to where he is now. 

“I saw him in the gym a lot, saw him on the ice a lot, he put in the work 
this summer. So you love to see a guy who puts that much work in, who 
works as hard as he did this off-season, get his chance and be with us. 
It’ll be awesome to see him (play). Having a big body presence like that 
that can move the puck and shoot the puck like he can. It’s good to see a 
guy that works so hard get what he deserves.” 

The Jets have a number of young defence prospects in the system, 
including Dylan Samberg (who looked solid in his first NHL training camp 
after three seasons with the University of Minnesota-Duluth Bulldogs) 
and Ville Heinola, who has emerged from quarantine and was added to 
the taxi squad after helping Finland earn a bronze medal at the world 
juniors in Edmonton. 

Maurice explained why Stanley is the one who gets the first opportunity 
to jump into the lineup. 

“If there have been silver linings to this situation, one of them is that 
(Stanley) got a really extended conditioning period and he made the most 
of it. So he came back as a man, bigger, stronger, faster, able to close 
gaps. So he really, in our mind, turned pro this year,” said Maurice. “Very 
unfortunate for all of these kind of young defencemen that we have that 
there were no exhibition games. So he’s going to get thrown right into the 
fire and we tried to pick the hardest team for him to play against — 
(Toronto has) an awful lot of skill and an awful lot of speed. 

“But if you look just at the positives, which I think in these days is the best 
way to look at things, he’s a Kitchener-Waterloo kid that would have 
grown up watching the Toronto Maple Leafs, turns pro and his first NHL 
game is in Toronto. We’re happy for him. He’s done the work to give 
himself the opportunity and, clearly, it’s a great test for him with the 
players and the speed that he’s going to see but a great measuring stick 
to where he’s at in his young career.” 

Here’s how the Jets figure to start tonight vs Toronto: 

Nikolaj Ehlers-Mark Scheifele-Blake Wheeler 

Kyle Connor-Paul Stastny-Mathieu Perreault 

Andrew Copp-Adam Lowry-Mason Appleton 

Jansen Harkins-Nate Thompson-Trevor Lewis 
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Sportsnet.ca / In first week, Senators' Stützle already showing he 
belongs in NHL 

 

Wayne ScanlanJanuary 18, 2021, 2:31 PM 

 

Try to imagine being in the kid’s shoes. 

The shoes of Kid Stützle. As they might say in Germany, das 
wunderkind. 

The fantasy can end quickly, trying to picture oneself with the hockey skill 
of Tim Stützle. 

Beyond that, though, is the personal story. 

At 18, you are drafted third overall by the Ottawa Senators and, a week 
later, you break your hand during training camp with your German 
League team, Mannheim. Though not fully healed, you manage a 
practice or two before leaving your native country two weeks before 
Christmas to play in the world junior tournament in Edmonton. 

En route, several of your teammates contract COVID-19, resulting in a 
quarantine and a weakened roster. Nevertheless, you are Tim Stützle, so 
you dominate the tournament anyway. And on Dec. 27, you sign a 
professional contract with the Ottawa Senators. 

So now you know you’re not going back to Germany, but rather straight 
to Ottawa where — after yet another quarantine due to protocols — you 
catch the final week of training camp and play back-to-back games 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs, one of the favourites in the new 
Canadian division. You do more than hold your own in those games -- in 
game two, on Hockey Night in Canada, you score one of the most 
beautiful first-goals anyone can remember. 

Displaying a hand-eye that Sidney Crosby would appreciate, Stützle took 
an aerial pass that he let just brush the ice before one-timing it like an 
expert cricket batsman. A one-hopper was converted to high cheese, on 
the short side, past Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell. As the puck sailed 
thirty feet in the air before descent, and the kid started to swing his stick 
in anticipation, teammate Josh Norris sat on the Senators bench and 
thought to himself, “There’s no way he’s actually going to hit this thing.” 

Winger Drake Batherson: “It was pretty unreal. You see guys on 
Instagram, throw the puck up and try to catch it just as it hits the surface 
and that’s what he did, in the middle of his second NHL game. Pretty 
unbelievable. You could see how fired up he was and he’s a great kid, 
I’m happy it went in for him. 

Just like that, Stützle goes in the club record books as the third-youngest 
Senator, at 19 years and one day, to score his first goal in the NHL. 

“It was a puck that was pretty high in the air and I just wanted to get the 
puck to the net. I think I hit it pretty good and it went in,” Stützle said, a 
verbal downplay of a moment that had him celebrating like the teenager 
he is, arms pumping and then a blur of high-fived gloves at the bench. 

“It was definitely a great feeling, but in the end I really wanted to come 
out with the win," he said. “I thought after the goal we had an extra push, 
everybody really wanted to get that third goal. We played really well in 
the last couple of minutes.” 

Stützle agreed his comfort level was much higher in the second game, a 
3-2 loss to Toronto on Saturday after Friday’s demonstrative 5-3 win in 
the opener. 

“I felt better making my plays -- I'm kind of a creative player, so I want to 
have the puck and make plays,” Stützle said. “I thought I played with 
more confidence and it worked out pretty good.” 

While his work in the defensive zone will come in time, it was apparent 
on opening weekend that das wunderkind belongs in this league. 

Oh, and if there was any doubt about Stützle, who celebrated his 19th 
birthday on opening night, being able to stand up to the physical going, 
there was the sight of him rocking John Tavares with a body check in 
game one and bumping big Jake Muzzin off the puck late in game two 
(for which Stützle was given a cheap penalty ... rookie baptism?). 

Head coach D.J. Smith was suitably impressed with the rookie, who 
skated on the second line with veterans Derek Stepan and Evgenii 
Dadonov. After playing 12:11 with 1:26 of power play time Friday, Stützle 
was bumped up to 14:52 and 2:11 on the PP on Saturday. 

Smith was just as relieved for the kid as he was pleased for the kid, to 
get that goal out of the way. And no cheapie, either. 

“It was a heck of a goal,” Smith said. “They (the Leafs) carried the play 
for the majority of the game and all of a sudden he draws us within one. 
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“You could see how excited he was to get out there. He's going to be a 
special player in time. It’s great that he gets that out of the way for 
himself.” 

Like the rest of us, Smith is somewhat gobsmacked by Stützle’s maturity 
at 19. Very few rookies could have missed the first week of camp due to 
quarantine and come out of the gate like that. Quarantine and a minor 
injury derailed defence prospect Erik Brannstrom. 

“It’s tough to come in here -- a bunch of new people and only have a few 
practices and play the Toronto Maple Leafs (twice),” Smith said of 
Stützle. “You can see in the o-zone, he’s starting to make some plays. 
And he’s starting to skate with the puck. He’s getting more comfortable. 
In time, he will just get bigger, stronger and better. He’ll make those 
reads and will really help your power play when it’s time to go. 

“It’s good for him to get a day off (Sunday). Turn his brain off and he'll get 
a practice and we’ll get him back going against Winnipeg (on Tuesday)." 

Stützle was indeed back on the practice ice Monday, again on the 
second line with Stepan and Dadonov. The whirlwind ensues. Up next 
are the incoming Jets on Tuesday and Thursday at the Canadian Tire 
Centre. 

“Everything went very fast right after the world juniors,” Stützle admits. 
“There has been a lot of stuff to learn. I try to learn from the veterans. We 
have such a great team and everybody supports each other. It's a lot of 
fun to be here right now.” 

He’s even getting help in the clothing department. Housemate Brady 
Tkachuk loaned Stützle a sports coat to wear to the rink for game night. 
(“The smallest one I could find,” the 6-4, 215-pound Tkachuk told Kyle 
Bukauskas of HNIC). 

Fans in Ottawa will agree. Stützle is very much in vogue in 2021, on and 
off the ice. 

On the Jets and on the red dot 

While the Senators held their own against the Leafs in their first two 
games, and Smith was especially pleased with his team’s play away from 
the puck in Ottawa’s end, there were exceptions. Smith spent a lot of 
Monday’s practice working on breakouts. “We didn’t handle the puck 
enough, so we did a lot of drills with the puck.” 

Also, after looking pretty good on the power play in game one, Ottawa 
was 0-for-5 on Saturday. 

Smith said his team went away from the script and made some “young” 
mistakes. 

“We went a little rogue out there,” he said. 

Their faceoff percentage also deteriorated, from 45 per cent in game one 
to 38 per cent in game two. Former Ottawa captain Jason Spezza 
basically devoured the Senators centre men, going 10-0 in the circle. 

“Toronto has some elite faceoff guys with Spezza, (John) Tavares and 
(Auston) Matthews against (our) younger lineup,” Smith said. “They took 
it to us in the circle, certainly throughout those two games.” 

It doesn’t get a lot easier with Winnipeg coming in, albeit in a back-to-
back after playing in Toronto on Monday night. 

“We’ve got another group of veteran centres coming in here in (Mark) 
Scheifele, (Adam) Lowry, (Nate) Thompson and (Paul) Stastny,” Smith 
said. 

“So it’s going to be a battle in there. We’re going to have to dig in and 
find a way to win some faceoffs. That’s part of playing in a division with a 
bunch of older teams. You’ve got guys that are good at it and we’ve got 
to get better.” 

Tkachuk on power play faceoffs 

Winger Brady Tkachuk took four draws on Saturday, winning just one, 
but he could be a regular feature on power play draws in the future. 

“We think Brady is big and strong enough to eventually win draws on a 
regular basis,” Smith said. 

Backup Hogberg bides his time 

Smith said he started No. 1 goaltender Matt Murray in both weekend 
games because he only faced 23 shots from Toronto on Friday. Whether 
backup Marcus Hogberg sees any action against the Jets this week, 
Tuesday or Thursday, remains to be seen. 

“He's going to be a part of it,” Smith said of Hogberg. “Fifty-six games in 
a short period of time -- he’s going to have to play some games. We don’t 
want to wear out Murray right away but we’ve kind of got a little schedule 
we’ve looked at and we’ll follow that.” 
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TSN.CA / Laine to miss matchup with Maple Leafs 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Jets held full skates on Monday morning.  

Patrik Laine will miss tonight’s game with an upper-body injury. The 
Winnipeg Jets winger took the ice briefly at the morning skate but like at 
Sunday’s practice, he departed after only a few minutes.  

"There wasn’t anything in the game [last week] that he was worried 
about. He was aware of it, but it was just minor," coach Paul Maurice 
said. "Then he came out [Sunday] and couldn’t warm it up, it couldn’t get 
to the point where he felt comfortable with it. He treated it, rested it and 
same thing [today]. He wants to be sure that he can perform with it. 
We’ve got to get this thing healed. 

"I don’t have a timeline for you. I’m not looking at this, unless something 
changes, as long term. The day-to-day is an honest assessment in my 
mind of where he’s at. It’s going to get questioned because we happen to 
play six games in the next nine [days]. We want to get him back in the 
lineup. You wish you had more time between games to let it heal. We 
don't, but we won’t put him back in until he’s confident that he can be the 
player that he was." 

Jets head coach Paul Maurice gave an update on Patrik Laine's injury, 
which will keep him out of tonight's game against the Maple Leafs. 
Maurice explained how Laine was unable to warm it up and the team is 
treating it as a day-to-day issue. 

So, we won't see a showdown between the top two picks in the 2016 
draft, but Auston Matthews facing Mark Scheifele is a pretty compelling 
matchup on its own. The pair of top-line centres look primed for big 
years.  

Matthews dropped more than 10 pounds during the off-season and is 
already reaping the rewards of that hard work.  

"He's on the puck a lot quicker," observed Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. 
"His stamina seems to be better as well with the way he’s able to 
maintain that speed and pressure on the puck throughout his shift. That 
was really evident right from Day 1 of camp. Our first few days, in 
particular, were pretty demanding for the guys with lots of skating and he 
was right at the front of the pack.”  

Scheifele couldn’t help but smile when asked about facing a leaner 
Matthews tonight.  

"Standard Toronto media,” the Kitchener, Ont., native said with a 
chuckle. "I think you guys talk about [player] weight fluctuations more 
than anyone. Playing against him is always a fun challenge ... maybe his 
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loss of weight will make him a little easier in the corners, but we’ll see 
tonight.” 

Matthews, who is averaging 23 minutes and 19 seconds of ice time per 
game, scored his first goal of the season on Saturday and the chemistry 
with new linemate Joe Thornton and Mitch Marner is getting better and 
better.  

“All three games I think we’ve done some really positive stuff,” noted 
Matthews. "There’s just been times where [there’s] a little bit of 
miscommunication especially in the D-zone.” 

"It was really our first good game together," Marner said Saturday night. 
"We were moving well. I think down low we were creating a lot of 
chances, holding onto the puck. We weren’t rushing plays. I think we’re 
really using our creativity out there and that’s something we weren’t 
doing the first two games.” 

Toronto's top line of Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Joe Thronton 
scored all three goals for the Leafs on Saturday night, which has 
teammates and coaches alike praising the work Matthews put in during 
the offseason to improve his speed. 

Matthews and Scheifele both get pumped for these type of one-on-one 
battles.  

"Always fun going against top players in this League,” Matthews said. "I 
think it raises your game and you want to make sure you come out ready 
to play." 

Matthews got the competitive juices flowing before training camp by 
spending some time on the ice with Oilers centre Connor McDavid down 
in Arizona.  

“I’m not sure I can I say, ‘I figured this guy out,’ because I don’t think 
anybody has or will,” said the 23-year-old, "but it’s always fun to get down 
there and be around good players and pick their brains and try and learn 
new stuff.”  

Matthews on training with McDavid: 'Not sure I can say I figured him out' 

NHL superstars Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews spent the 
offseason training together in Arizona, to which Matthews admits that it 
only raises their level of play, which will undoubtedly help in a tough, and 
talent-laden Northern Division this season. 

Scheifele looked good in Winnipeg’s opener, scoring a goal and logging 
26 minutes and 21 seconds of ice time in an overtime victory against the 
Flames.  

“We’ve played one game, but you look at the style of hockey he played in 
that one game, that was a leader’s game,” said Maurice. "He was putting 
as much into his D-zone coverage as his offensive-zone play ... His shift 
length five-on-five was a leader’s shift length. He’s not out there for a 
minute, 10 [seconds] sniffing for points. He’s just grinding. That’s the 
natural progression of a guy developing into becoming your next 
captain.” 

Scheifele has scored in four straight games against the Leafs and has 19 
points in 14 career games against his hometown team.  

“Every time I come to Toronto you’re a little extra ramped up for the 
game, because you’re playing in front of all your friends and family and 
you want to put on a show for mom and dad,” Scheifele said.  

Of course, it’s a bit different this year with no fans allowed inside 
Scotiabank Arena and players limited to the rink and hotel on the road. 

“I talked to my dad for a little while last night and it definitely stinks not 
being able to see them, but I know they’ll be watching and cheering from 
home,” Scheifele said. “They’ll be with me in spirit." 

Scheifele details odd homecoming during Ontario lockdown: 'It was a 
really weird feeling' 

It's not the homecoming he's used to considering the circumstances but 
Mark Scheifele is still excited to play in Toronto, even though it's tough 
not to be able to see his family. Head coach Paul Maurice explains the 
leadership Scheifele has shown in just one game this season and the 
natural progression in his game. 

A couple defencemen will be making their NHL debuts tonight. Waterloo, 
Ont. native Logan Stanley gets the call for the Jets. The 2016 first round 
pick found out officially on the ice at the morning skate.  

“I had a big smile on my face,” Stanley said. “I would love to have my 
family and friends here tonight. It’s a special night for me and definitely 
something I’ve dreamed of for a long time ... to have it in Toronto is pretty 
cool [growing up] about an hour away from here and growing up 
watching the Leafs a lot." 

The Leafs will dress seven defencemen, which allows KHL import Mikko 
Lehtonen to get in.  

"We wanted to give him last week to watch the games and be in more 
meetings and get a better feel for things,” said Keefe. "We don't want too 
much time to elapse before he gets in a game so we want to get him 
going today and get a feel for how he can compete in the league."  

Lehtonen will be the quarterback on the second power-play unit.  

"The nature of training camp and no exhibition season is you can’t really 
get the kinks out, you can’t make the adjustments, you can’t make the 
mistakes in those games that don’t matter, and have it cleaned up by the 
time you’re playing for real,” noted Keefe. "It makes it real difficult for 
Lehtonen and [Alexander] Barabanov for that matter."  

Barabanov will be a scratch for a second straight game.  

Maurice jokes about Stanley's debut: 'He's gonna get thrown right into 
the fire' 

Jets defenceman Logan Stanley will make his NHL debut tonight against 
the Maple Leafs and although it might be a different moment than he 
would have dreamed about without the fanfare, he's still looking forward 
to a big night. Mark Scheifele spoke about the growth he has seen from 
Stanley and offered some advice. 

Frederik Andersen starts for the Leafs tonight, but Keefe revealed Jack 
Campbell will get some more games in the next little bit.  

"I definitely see us mixing him in,” Keefe said. "We’re not just waiting on 
the back to backs for him. But, in terms of when he will play again, we will 
take it a day at a time. Fred is going to go today, and we’ll take it from 
there.” 

The Leafs only play one back-to-back set between now and the end of 
February.  

Andersen is off to a sluggish start having allowed nine goals in two 
games. Campbell was steady in stopping 17 of 19 shots in a win against 
Ottawa on Saturday. Keefe described Campbell as “excellent” in his first 
start since March.  

Connor Hellebuyck is the projected starter for the Jets. He won the 
Vezina Trophy last season, but had an .822 save percentage in two 
games against the Leafs, which was his worst mark against any team.  

The Leafs and Jets have combined to average more than seven goals an 
outing in eight games during the Matthews-Laine era.  

Toronto lost Aaron Dell on waivers to the New Jersey Devils today. 
Michael Hutchinson moves up to No. 3 on the goalie depth chart.  

Leafs winger Nick Robertson will miss at least four weeks with a knee 
injury sustained on Saturday night in Ottawa.  

Keefe said the initial fears were he’d be out longer and termed the MRI 
results as actually “good news." 

Projected Leafs lineup for Monday’s game:  
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Forwards 

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 

Nylander - Tavares - Vesey 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Hyman 

Spezza - Simmonds 

Defence 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian 

Lehtonen 

Goalie 

Andersen starts 

Projected Jets lineup for Monday’s game:  

Forwards 

Ehlers - Scheifele - Wheeler 

Connor - Stastny - Perreault 

Copp - Lowry - Appleton 

Harkins - Thompson - Lewis 

Defence 

Morrissey - Niku 

Forbort - Pionk 

Stanley - Beaulieu 

Goalie 

Hellebuyck starts 

TSN.CA LOADED: 01.19.2021 

1199795 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Sens searching for more success at the faceoff dot 

 

By Brent Wallace 

 

The Ottawa Senators were back on the ice on Monday after Sunday’s 
day off. Ottawa will host the Winnipeg Jets Tuesday night in the first of 
three straight meetings between the teams. 

Ottawa is coming off a pair of games versus the Toronto Maple Leafs to 
open the season – a 5-3 win in their season opener on Friday and a 3-2 
loss on Saturday. 

Sens head coach D.J. Smith reverted back to his game one lineup at 
practice on Monday. Colin White was once again skating with Alex 
Galchenyuk and Michael Haley on the fifth line, putting Artem Anisimov 
back in the middle of the fourth line. Defenceman Mike Reilly was skating 
once again with Nikita Zaitsev as Christian Wolanin was moved down to 
the fourth blueline pairing with Artem Zub. 

White, the teams’ third highest-paid forward at $4.75 million per season 
(AAV), was a healthy scratch on opening night. The 23-year-old returned 
to the lineup on Saturday and played 11 minutes and 24 seconds. He 

picked up an assist on Tim Stützle’s first NHL goal but was also 0-or-5 on 
faceoffs. 

The Sens as a whole struggled in the faceoff dot against Toronto, 
winning just 41.2 per cent of the draws. Of the five Sens players who 
have taken the most draws this season, only Chris Tierney has a winning 
percentage. 

Sens top 5 in faceoffs taken 

Chris Tierney 54.3% (19 wins, 16 losses) 

Derek Stepan 42.9% (12 wins, 16 losses) 

Josh Norris 38.1% (8 wins, 13 losses 

Brady Tkachuk 33.3% (3 wins, 6 losses) 

Colin White 0.0% (0 wins, 5 losses) 

"Toronto [has] got some elite faceoff guys in Spezza, Tavares and 
Matthews against a younger lineup. And they took it to us in the circle 
throughout those two games," said Smith. 

"And then we’ve got another group of veteran centres that are coming in 
here in [Mark] Scheifele, [Adam] Lowry, [Nate] Thompson and [Paul] 
Stastny, so it's going to be a battle in there. We are going to have to dig 
in and find a way to win some faceoffs. That's part of playing in the 
division with a bunch of older teams. You got guys that are good at it and 
we got to get better." 

Josh Norris, the Senators No. 1 centre, said going up against the elite 
middlemen in the all-Canadian division requires constant adjustment to 
his game. 

"I made some adjustments to Saturday night," said Norris. "I struggled on 
Friday (25 per cent) but had pretty good numbers on Saturday (56 per 
cent) and I was happy with that. I watched a lot of video and just thought 
of ways that I can be better." 

Norris is also looking to start shooting more. The 21-year-old, who is still 
looking for his first NHL goal, has not registered a shot in the first two 
games of the season. Norris was third in goals in the American Hockey 
League last season, scoring 31 times with Belleville in his first 
professional year. 

"That's something I've been focusing on, said Norris. "On our day off and 
today in practice, just making sure that I'm going try to score on every 
shot and try to stick to what I'm good at." 

The lack of shots for Norris may have more to do with his linemates than 
anything else. Tkachuk (seven) and Drake Batherson (six) lead the team 
in shots on goal. 

Batherson and Norris are used to working together after spending most 
of last season playing on the same line in Belleville. Batherson has been 
impressive early on. He is averaging the second most minutes of any 
forward (18:19), has two assists and is tied with Tkachuk for the most hits 
on the Sens with seven. 

Batherson, who played 23 games with Ottawa last season, used the 
extended off-season to elevate his game and work towards becoming a 
full-time NHL player in his third professional season. 

"Last summer helped me out. I got to train and work on the things I need 
to work on," said Batherson. "By the time training camp came around, I 
was ready to go." 

Batherson had one of the more physical games of his career last 
February against the Winnipeg Jets. A couple of big hits lead to 
Batherson getting into his first NHL fight against Jensen Harkins. 

The last couple meetings between Ottawa and Winnipeg have been 
chippy, with fights in both games. 

The Jets have won the past two games against Ottawa, and six of the 
past eight meetings. 
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TSN.CA / Lehtonen set for Leafs debut 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The National Hockey League season is less than a week 
old, but the Maple Leafs are already performing salary-cap gymnastics, 
placing veterans Jason Spezza and Aaron Dell on waivers Sunday as 
they learned rookie Nick Robertson would miss at least four weeks with a 
knee injury suffered in Saturday’s win over Ottawa. 

With the uncertainty surrounding who would or wouldn’t be available to 
the Leafs for Monday’s game against Winnipeg, head coach Sheldon 
Keefe decided Toronto would debut rookie defencemen Mikko Lehtonen 
with an 11-forward, seven-defencemen lineup against the Jets. 

“The expectation is we're going to go 11-7 today, and then determine 
who the 11th forward will be,” Keefe explained on a Zoom call with 
reporters. “We wanted to give [Lehtonen] last week as a chance to watch 
the games and be in more meetings and get a better feel for things. And 
then we don't want too much time to elapse before he gets in a game. 
So, we want to get him going here today and really try to get a feel for 
how he can compete in the league and give him a chance to do that.” 

When the NHL's waiver deadline passed at noon, Dell had been claimed 
by the New Jersey Devils, while Spezza cleared. 

In placing both Spezza and Dell on waivers, the Leafs cleared up about 
$1.5 million in cap space, putting them just over $2 million below the 
NHL’s $81.5 million threshold. The Leafs can now add players who don’t 
require re-entry waivers from their taxi squad (or Stay Ready Squad, as 
Keefe’s coaching staff has dubbed it) onto the main roster to get back as 
close as possible to the cap. 

That way, when Robertson is placed on Long Term Injured Reserve, the 
Leafs will have an additional $800,000 to work with, and they can recall 
Lehtonen and others they want on the main roster while adhering to the 
constraints of the cap. 

The Leafs had already elevated Pierre Engvall earlier Monday from the 
AHL’s Toronto Marlies onto the taxi squad. Adam Brooks took line rushes 
with Spezza and Wayne Simmonds on the team’s fourth line during 
morning skate, but that was only because Spezza’s availability for 
Monday’s game was still in question. 

Dell was also on the ice for Toronto’s skate, but Keefe seemed resigned 
to the goalie’s imminent departure. The 31-year-old netminder was a 
backup for San Jose from 2016-20, appearing in 107 games with a .908 
save percentage, and was likely to be snapped up by one of several 
teams in need of goaltending around the league. Toronto will now have 
Michael Hutchinson, who signed a two-year, $1.45 million contract with 
the team in October, at its third-string goalie. 

“He's an established goaltender in the league and we knew when signing 
him it would be difficult to get him through waivers if it came to that,” 
Keefe said. “Now here we are, and we'll see how it goes for him today.” 

Keefe has held a similar wait-and-see mentality with Lehtonen, who was 
never drafted by an NHL team before signing a one-year, entry-level 
contract with Toronto in May. At first Lehtonen had seemed a lock to 
dress for Toronto on opening night, but days before Keefe shuffled him 
from a top-six spot on the Leafs’ blueline to the team’s taxi squad, citing 
concern over whether the KHL import was ready for the demands of an 
NHL contest. 

Lehtonen is coming off the best season of his career in 2019-20 with the 
KHL’s Jokerit Helsinki, producing 49 points in 60 games to earn the 
league’s Defenceman of the Year honours. The 27-year-old had been 
slotted onto the Leafs’ second power-play unit during training camp and 
even registered two assists in the full-team scrimmage they staged to 
replicate an exhibition game, but Keefe was adamant that Lehtonen 
would benefit from being held back. 

“He's going to go back on the power play and get opportunity there, and 
at even strength he'll get his minutes. We're looking for him to show that 
his game can translate seamlessly to this level,” Keefe said of 
expectations for Lehtonen on Monday. “That’s the greatest challenge for 
players like him is the nature of training camp and no exhibition season, 
you can't really get the kinks out, you can't make the adjustments, you 
can't make the mistakes in those games that don't matter and then have 
it cleaned up by the time you're playing for real.” 

The same holds true for winger Alexander Barabanov, another off-
season signing from the KHL who was demoted to the taxi squad after 
playing in Toronto’s first two games. What happens next for him will also 
likely be determined by how the Leafs proceed with managing their cap, 
and how successful an 11-7 look is against the Jets. 

Leafs projected lineup vs. Winnipeg 

Thornton-Matthews-Marner 

Nylander-Tavares-Vesey 

Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Hyman 

Spezza-Simmonds 

Rielly-Brodie 

Muzzin-Holl 

Dermott-Bogosian 

Lehtonen 

Andersen starts 

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / The Oilers are off to a rocky start 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

A season with possible division title hopes launched with a bit of a rocky 
start this week in Edmonton, where the Oilers dropped two of three 
games and were outscored 12 to nine in the process. 

Dropping two out of three games isn’t of significant concern, even in a 
truncated 56-game season. But the Oilers two key bets this off-season – 
the first to leverage their cap space to bring in more talent further down 
the lineup; the second to run it back with the Mikko Koskinen and Mike 
Smith tandem in net – were centre stage in the opening week, and not in 
the good way. 

Let’s start with the depth note. One of the reasons why I have considered 
Edmonton a serious threat to Toronto in the North Division is they 
invested in creating deeper forward lines and better defensive depth. 
Leaning heavily on Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl to win games can 
be enough to push a team into the postseason, but that degree of top-
heaviness tends to be easily handled by playoff-calibre clubs. We have 
seen that story many times before, and Edmonton is not unique on that 
front. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 19, 2021 

 

What type of investment and overhaul are we talking about? At the 
forward position, the Oilers brought Devin Shore, Dominik Kahun, Jesse 
Puljujarvi, and Kyle Turris into the fold, supplementing similarly new 
faces in Tyler Ennis and Kailer Yamamoto. Tyson Barrie and Slater 
Koekkoek were brought in as capable distributors from the blueline. 

How did the first three games (Vancouver twice, Montreal) shake out for 
the depth of the Oilers lineup? The short answer is it looks quite a bit like 
the past few seasons – Edmonton’s top-six forwards taking the game to 
their opponents, and opponents taking the game to the Oilers’ bottom six: 

Edmonton’s bottom six isn’t expected to generate nearly the same 
degree of results as the top six, but they were largely punished by both 
Vancouver and Montreal in a way that you don’t see from playoff- calibre 
clubs. Over the three-game stretch, 10 Edmonton skaters had a Corsi% 
lower than 45 per cent, and not surprisingly, every one of those skaters 
ended on the wrong side of the goal differential battle. 

It’s surely too soon to be concerned with the depth long term, especially 
since there are an incredible number of new or newish pieces injected 
into the lineup. But this is a book the Oilers have read before, and it’s the 
same book that has sunk playoff aspirations in prior years. 

Expect head coach Dave Tippett to continue tinkering with the 
combinations behind McDavid and Draisaitl. He doesn’t have a choice. 

That brings us to the second concern in the crease. We talked about the 
Oilers goaltending situation at length this off-season, a two-pronged 
wager that Koskinen could continue to be the goalie we saw last year, 
and that the veteran Smith would be able to alleviate some of the 
workload for Koskinen through the compressed schedule. 

Koskinen hasn’t been able to buy a save early on – his 89.0 save 
percentage speaks for itself, and Evolving Hockey estimates he is 
already two goals worse than expected based on the shot profile faced. 

But he is also playing behind a defence that has been curiously 
amenable in allowing attackers to reach dangerous shooting areas from 
the slot and inside of the circles, visualization courtesy HockeyViz: 

It’s impossible to understate Koskinen’s value to the team – even league-
average goaltending would be a win for an Oilers franchise that has 
devoted significant cap space to the skater core. But it’s compounded by 
the fact they have little alternative option. Smith’s play was already of 
serious concern last season, and he is now mysteriously headed to long-
term injured reserve. Third-string option Anton Forsberg was also lost, 
previously claimed on waivers. 

The good news is that three games and one calendar week rarely define 
a team, and there’s plenty of time for the non-superstar sect of 
Edmonton’s roster to take a step forward. Such a step forward would be 
render Edmonton a genuine threat in the playoffs – something we haven’t 
said about the organization in quite some time. 
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USA TODAY / Friends Dylan Larkin and Zach Werenski fight in 
Columbus Blue Jackets-Detroit Red Wings game 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Dylan Larkin and Zach Werenski are good friends, having been 
roommates while playing for the University of Michigan. 

In fact, the Detroit Red Wings' Larkin had left tickets for Werenski's 
parents when the Columbus Blue Jackets came to town on Monday 
afternoon. 

But when emotions flared late in the Blue Jackets' 3-2 win, they found 
themselves fighting. 

Werenski checked Detroit's Bobby Ryan into the net in the final minute 
after he said he saw Ryan slash Blue Jackets goalie Joonas Korpisalo. 

Red Wings and Blue Jackets players went after each other. 

"I was kind of late to the pile," Larkin told reporters. "I didn't like it, and I 
think as I tried to jump in, I elbowed Zach, and that didn't make him 
happy, and we fought."  

They threw a couple punches, but also smiled at each other. 

"We were laughing a little," Werenski said. "We weren’t holding back. I 
was trying to win the fight, and I think he was as well." 

Werenski said his phone was blowing up after the game with texts from 
his friends. 

"I'm going to have to get a picture of it blown up and framed in my 
house," he said. 

USA TODAY LOADED: 01.19.2021 


