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Given the chance to play again, Hurricanes goalie James Reimer proves he’s trustworthy  

By Chip Alexander  

James Reimer had done a lot of sitting. And some stewing. 
And preparing. 

On Monday, finally given the chance to play again, the 
veteran goalie helped give the Carolina Hurricanes a victory, 
keeping his cool and making 31 saves in a 4-2 road win over 
the Nashville Predators. 

It was Reimer’s first game since Aug. 17, 2020. That’s the 
day he was the losing goalie against the Boston Bruins in 
Game 4 of their 2020 Stanley Cup playoff series in the 
Toronto bubble. That’s the day the Bruins got off 16 shots 
and scored four times in a third-period blitz for a 4-3 win.  

Reimer watched goalie Petr Mrazek play Game 5 against the 
Bruins, a 2-1 loss that ended the Canes’ season. He headed 
home to Canada to work -- on his conditioning, on honing his 
game. He returned for preseason training camp, practiced, 
scrimmaged but did not have an exhibition game, and 
watched as Mrazek started the first two games of the new 
season against the Detroit Red Wings. 

And then Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour gave him the start. 
He was ready. The nerves were fine. 

“Honestly, the biggest thing is just trusting your game,” 
Reimer said on a post-game media call. “And the way you 
trust it is to prepare and work every day. If you don’t put the 
work in then you can be pretty nervous because you don’t 
know what’s going to happen. When you come to the rink 
and try to be honest every day, you just trust in that. 

“And you never know how the game is going to go, you 
know? You can have seven bounces that go off people and 
in, or have a couple of good shots. Obviously, anything can 
happen. You just try and have that trust.” 

Rod Brind’Amour’s trust of James Reimer 

Brind’Amour trusts Reimer. It was Reimer, 32, who replaced 
Curtis McElhinney last season and teamed so well with 
Mrazek to get the Canes back into the playoffs, albeit after 
the long pause caused by the pandemic. 

With a 56-game condensed schedule this season and teams 
facing a lot of back-to-backs or two games in three days, 

having two trustworthy goaltenders is more a must than a 
luxury. Brind’Amour and the Canes have that. 

“Every day you try to bring your A-game mentally and 
obviously physically,” Reimer said. “There’s a big gap 
between practices and games.” 

On Monday. Reimer faced some early shots by the 
Predators, who had beaten the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
both of their first two games.  

Roman Josi got off an early shot, then Viktor Arvidsson. 
Nashville had four shots in the first 1:39 of the game and 12 
in the opening period, which ended scoreless. 

Reimer got feel for the game early 

“It’s nice to get shots as long as they don’t go in,” Reimer 
said, smiling. “It felt good to get in the game and make some 
saves and kind of get a feel for it and the quickness of the 
game.” 

The Predators scored on a Filip Forsberg breakaway in the 
second period and later on an Arvidsson power-play shot in 
the third. But with the Canes leading 3-2 in the third after 
Arvidsson’s goal, a determined Reimer stopped four shots 
including a wrap-around attempt by former Canes forward 
Erik Haula of the Preds. 

Nino Niederreiter’s empty-net goal with 36 seconds left in 
regulation closed it out for the Canes and Reimer, who 
earned his 159th career win and now is 15-6-2 overall with 
the Canes. 

“He’s huge for us,” forward Andrei Svechnikov said on the 
media call. “He’s very confident in himself and very confident 
in the team.” 

The team was there for Reimer. Svechnikov had a goal and 
assist, as did Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck. There 
was some gritty defensive zone work in front of Reimer, with 
defenseman Jake Gardiner making a heady play in the zone 
and then the pass as Svechnikov and Aho converted a two-
on-one that had Aho finishing for his first goal of the season. 

Soon, the Canes were gathered around Reimer, celebrating 
a win. For Reimer, it was worth the wait.
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Carolina Hurricanes’ COVID halt won’t be the last bump in the NHL’s ice  

By Luke DeCock  

Oh, you thought this was going to be easy? 

You thought COVID wouldn’t spread quickly among 12 guys 
crammed shoulder to shoulder on a bench for a couple 
hours, once it got a foothold? 

The experience of the Carolina Hurricanes, whose game at 
the Nashville Predators on Tuesday was postponed and 
whose season is unofficially paused less than a week into 
the season, highlights how the NHL faces challenges no 
other league or sport does trying to play through this 
pandemic, foremost among them the impossibility of any kind 
of social distancing during the game. 

The players can eat dinner in their rooms, eat breakfast in 
shifts and spread out as much as they can away from the 
ice, but once the puck is dropped, they’re breathing the same 
air as the guy on either side of them whenever they’re not on 
the ice. Unavoidably so. 

The Hurricanes made it one game into the season before 
Jordan Staal went onto the NHL’s COVID list. They got two 
more games in before they had to halt entirely when Warren 
Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo 
Teravainen joined Staal on the list, which also includes 
quarantines, suspected positives and potentially false 
positives.  

How long the Hurricanes will be paused, no one knows. The 
Florida Panthers as of Tuesday afternoon were still planning 
to come to Raleigh on Wednesday for games Thursday and 
Friday. The Tampa Bay Lightning is supposed to follow. 

The Dallas Stars had an outbreak during training camp and 
their opener was pushed back eight days. Including 
Tuesday’s postponed rematch in Nashville — the Hurricanes 
beat the Predators 4-2 on Monday — the Hurricanes would 
have to reschedule at least four games if they’re on hiatus for 
that long. More likely five or more. In this abbreviated 
season, that’s almost 10% of the schedule. 

No, this was never going to be easy, but that shouldn’t be 
and shouldn’t have been a surprise to anyone. 

The only way to ensure the NHL season went on as planned 
was to replicate the bubbles in Toronto and Edmonton used 
to complete the 2020 season, which was successfully 
hermetically sealed. That was anything but an ideal situation; 
everyone felt isolated and marooned in the bubbles, players, 
coaches, officials and staff alike. 

The consequences were obvious: It was so very un-hockey 
to see teams limp through the kind of elimination games they 
usually make the hardest for opponents. Especially early on, 
there were very few desperate last stands. People were 
ready to go home. 

And that doesn’t even get into the finances, which were 
expensive enough for the expanded playoffs and 
prohibitively so for the regular season. The only way the NHL 
was getting back on the ice in 2021 was in home buildings, 
with travel, with ads on helmets, with all kinds of cracks 
where the virus could sneak in. 

And it has. 

There were 14 players with Staal on the league’s COVID list 
Monday. It does not include any of the Stars, who have yet to 
play a game after six players and two staff members tested 
positive during training camp. Twelve of the league’s 31 
teams have at least one player out. 

Other professional sports have made this work. Baseball did, 
after rough beginnings, for the most part. The NFL has had 
its ups and downs — and reached the point of absurdity 
once or twice — but is close to the finish line. The NBA is 
pushing forward. The NHL, because of circumstances 
outside its control, may have a rougher road ahead. 

So put a period on the promising start to the Hurricanes’ 
season. Even with the two points inexcusably dropped in 
Detroit last week, two road wins in three tries is still a 
commendable pace. Monday’s win showed promise in 
particular, the way the Hurricanes found their groove as the 
game wore on despite a worryingly typical moment of 
inattention after scoring the first goal. 

At some point, they’ll have to try to pick up where they left 
off. Whenever that is.
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Hurricanes have five players on NHL COVID-19 protocol list  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes had their game Tuesday against the 
Nashville Predators postponed and now have a league-high 
five players placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

The NHL announced Tuesday that forwards Jordan Staal, 
Teuvo Teravainen, Warren Foegele and Jordan Martinook, 
and defenseman Jaccob Slavin. were being listed as “COVID 
protocol related absences.” Staal has been on the COVID 
protocol list since Friday, missing the past two games, while 
the other four players were added after Monday’s 4-2 victory 
in Nashville. 

The Canes were scheduled to face the Predators on 
Tuesday to complete a back-to-back set at Bridgestone 
Arena. The NHL, in announcing the postponement of the 
game, cited “an abundance of caution to ensure the health 
and safety of the players, coaches, game day personnel and 
in consultation with medical experts.” 

The NHL in the 2020-21 season is sharing the names of 
players who are unavailable to the team to practice, travel or 
play in games because of coronavirus protocols. “COVID 
protocol related absences” can result from various factors, 
including: an initial positive test that remains unconfirmed; 
mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals; required 
quarantine as a high-risk close contact; and isolation based 
on a confirmed positive test. 

Neither the NHL nor the team provides information on the 
reason a player is unavailable or how much time he may 
miss. 

The Canes opened the 2020-21 season with a pair of road 
games against the Detroit Red Wings. Staal played in the 
opener, then was placed on the COVID protocol list. 
Teravainen, Foegele, Martinook and Slavin played Monday 
in the Canes 4-2 win over the Predators. 

Staal is the Canes captain and Slavin and Martinook serve 
as alternate captains. Teravainen, one of the Canes’ most 
valuable players, had just three shifts in the second and third 
periods Monday and Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
indicated the Finnish forward had been injured, saying he 
“tweaked something.” 

The Red Wings had two players listed Tuesday on the 
COVID-19 protocol list: Robby Fabbri and Adam Erne. There 
were 15 NHL players on the list including former Canes 
goalie Curtis McElhinney of Tampa Bay.. 

The Hurricanes, in opening the 2020-21 season with four 
road games, were faced with travel to the two cities and the 
challenges that presents during the pandemic. Their home 
opener against the Florida Panthers is scheduled for 
Thursday, which is slated to be the start of a six-game 
homestand. 

“I’m sure there will be a hiccup throughout the year,” Staal 
said of the coronavirus threat during a training-camp 
interview. “The guys understand no one is immune to this 
thing.” 

The NHL said the date of a rescheduled Canes-Preds game 
would be announced when available. The Canes are 
scheduled to end the 56-game regular season with two 
games at Nashville. 

Brind’Amour, like all coaches, has feared the virus striking a 
team. The league did not have any COVID-19 problems 
when 24 teams gathered at two bubble sites for the 2020 
Return to Play postseason. But the fear was with the virus 
spiking in many parts of the U.S and Canada after the 
holidays there could be some outbreaks. 

“It’s bound to happen,” Brind’Amour said recently of potential 
COVID problems. “’You hope you don’t. But it’s certainly not 
unexpected.”

 

 

 

Hurricanes wait on home opener, practices after positive COVID-19 tests 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes players Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, 
Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen were added to the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list Tuesday evening. 

This doesn’t necessarily mean all four have COVID-19, but it 
does mean they have at least been in prolonged contact with 
the three cases confirmed to me previously today and/or 
Jordan Staal, who was placed on the list last Friday. 

Carolina’s home opener is scheduled for Thursday against 
the Florida Panthers but a Hurricanes source said the team 
is now waiting another “however many days” to announce 
new dates for games and practices to see if anyone else on 
the team or staff tests positive. 

Carolina and Nashville played Monday with the Hurricanes 
beating the Predators 4-2. The Hurricanes vs. Predators 

game slated for Tuesday night was postponed earlier due to 
a “COVID situation with the Hurricanes” according to The 
Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun. The NHL confirmed later that the 
game was postponed due to an “abundance of caution,” and 
the date of the rescheduled game has not yet been 
established. 

Teravainen recorded three total shifts in the third period 
Monday and coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked about 
Teravainen’s third period issue postgame. 

“I don’t really know — he tweaked something, so we kind of 
kept him around for the one power play,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He said he could kind of stand over there (the right circle) 
and work his magic, but I’m not sure where he stands for 
(Tuesday).” 

Martinook played 13:53 and Slavin played 23:08 in the win. 
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The news of these positive tests comes five days after Staal 
was placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. Staal’s 
positive test came back Friday morning, following Thursday’s 
opening night game at Detroit. The league isn’t doing rapid 
POC testing yet and is instead doing PCR tests so the 
Hurricanes said they did not know of Staal’s positive test until 
after he had already played. 

While the results of rapid testing aren’t perfect, they’re an 
added defense against the spread of COVID-19 that the NBA 
has opted for this season. 

Staal is still in Detroit, and the Hurricanes are working with 
local health authorities in Nashville on how to proceed with 
their other players who tested positive. Staff and players who 
took rapid tests that came back negative Tuesday flew back 
to Raleigh. 

The Hurricanes maintain that they have abided by all the 
NHL protocols, but if an unknowingly COVID-19 positive 

player sits on a bench, sweating and breathing heavily, it’s 
easy to see how it could spread despite any team’s best 
efforts. 

Hurricanes vice president of communications and team 
services Mike Sundheim was quoted in an earlier article on 
The Athletic about the difficulties teams will face trying to go 
through the season and travel without a stoppage due to 
COVID-19. 

“You’re in a situation in which a lot of hotels aren’t even 
operating right now,” Sundheim said. “We had to go through 
and figure out which properties were even open or consider 
being open for even us and NBA teams. We did collaborate 
even on the bus companies, too. A lot of it is about trying to 
limit the amount of people your whole league is exposed to 
and what precautions those companies are using to see their 
employees safe and in turn, keep us safe.”

 

Hurricanes’ COVID issues postpone Tuesday’s game 

Five Carolina players are now in the NHL's COVID-19 
protocol 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes played their second and third 
games of the season without their captain. 

It looks like they won’t be playing at all in the immediate 
future. 

The NHL announced that Tuesday’s game in Nashville 
between the Hurricanes and Predators, a rematch of 
Monday’s 4-2 win by Carolina, has been postponed “out of 
an abundance of caution to ensure the health and safety of 
players, coaches and game day personnel.” The league said 
the rescheduled game would be announced at a later date. 

The release neither mentioned COVID-19 nor if either team 
was the cause of the postponement, but a source said at 
least two more players on the Hurricanes have tested 
positive for the coronavirus. Later Tuesday afternoon, the 
league announced that four more Hurricanes players — 
Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and 
Teuvo Teravainen — were in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. 

They join captain Jordan Staal, who was placed in the 
league’s protocol Friday after playing the day before in 
Carolina’s season-opening win over the Detroit Red Wings. It 

has not been confirmed that Staal or any of the other players 
tested positive for the coronavirus, and players can also be 
placed in the protocol due to contact tracing or symptoms 
similar to those caused by COVID-19. 

The Hurricanes (2-1-1) also played Saturday in Detroit, but 
without Staal. The Red Wings’ Robbi Fabbri and Adam Erne 
did not play Monday afternoon at home against Columbus 
after being placed in the protocol. 

Carolina’s home opener was scheduled for Thursday against 
the Florida Panthers, the first of six straight games the 
Hurricanes were to play at PNC Arena, though without fans. 
The league and team have not announced if those games 
will be impacted, but the Dallas Stars — who were scheduled 
to be the final two opponents on Carolina’s homestand on 
Jan. 30 and Jan. 31 — have yet to play this season after a 
training camp outbreak led to the league postponing the first 
four games of their season. 

The Stars are scheduled to play their season opener at 
home against Nashville on Friday. That would be two weeks 
after six Stars players and two staff members tested positive 
for the coronavirus. That number ballooned to 17 positive 
tests four days later. All of Dallas’ players and staff have 
reportedly recovered without suffering serious complications 
from the virus.
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Hurricanes' game at Nashville Predators postponed due to COVID-19 

By Lauren Brownlow 

The NHL announced that the game tonight between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and the Nashville Predators has been 
postponed. 

"The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game 
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts," the 
release says. 

This came after multiple reports emerged that the issue is 
more positive tests within the Carolina Hurricanes locker 
room. Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and 
Teuvo Teravainen were the players added to the COVID-19 
list, but being on the list does not mean a player tested 
positive. 

Hurricanes' captain Jordan Staal has been on the COVID-19 
protocol list on Friday and has missed two games. The team 
has not confirmed whether or not he is on the list because of 
an exposure to a positive case or testing positive himself. 

The game will be rescheduled, per the NHL's release, and a 
date will be announced when it is. 

The Hurricanes' home opener is scheduled for Thursday 
January 21. It's not yet clear whether or not that game will be 
in jeopardy. The Hurricanes are scheduled to play their next 
six games at PNC Arena after starting out 2-1-0, all on the 
road. They were scheduled to play their second game 
against the Predators tonight before it was postponed. 

The NHL instituted a taxi squad to help make things easier 
during the pandemic, which is a group of 4-6 players that can 
be called up at any time. Forward Morgan Geekie has 
already been called up to replace Staal.

 
Gold: Five Hurricanes on COVID list, game at Nashville postponed 

By Adam Gold 

And then it came to a screeching halt… 

Tuesday, January 19, five days after the Carolina Hurricanes 
dropped the puck on the 2021 season, said season hit the 
first significant roadblock. Three days after Jordan Staal 
landed on the NHL’s Covid-19 protocol list he was joined by 
teammates, Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Jordan 
Martinook and Warren Foegele. 

If you’re scoring at home, that’s the Captain, both alternates, 
an All Star and best defenseman, a top-9 physical forward 
and the team’s top 2-way forward. 

Before we deal with what’s next, let me remind you that 
these five men -- and there will more than likely be others in 
the coming days if we’ve learned anything from how this 
virus blows through locker rooms -- are more than hockey 
players here to entertain us. They’re friends or husbands or 
fathers or, in some cases, all three. I sincerely hope that 
none of them, nor any to come, fall ill and hopefully they 
won’t have to deal with complications that this virus may 
leave in its wake. 

Oh, it’s also important to note that your name hitting the 
Covid-19 protocol database doesn’t mean you’ve tested 
positive, though it’s fairly obvious that some of these players 
clearly have. We just don’t know. There are five ways a 
player becomes “unavailable to the Club”. 

Initial positive test that remains unconfirmed 

Symptoms in spite of a negative test 

Quarantine as a high-risk close contact 

Confirmed positive test 

Quarantine for travel 

We can rule out number 5 as that would have taken the 
entire traveling party. Some of the five could have tested 
positive and the remaining might be in the “close contact” 
category. The end game is the same. The likelihood of the 
Carolina Hurricanes playing a hockey game for at least the 
next week seems incredibly slim. 

Aside from Tuesday’s game with the Predators, the second 
of a back-to-back set in Nashville, Thursday’s home opener 
against Florida is almost assuredly going to be postponed. 
This will be the fifth league game to get pulled from the 
schedule, the other four all involved the Dallas Stars (2 each 
with Florida and Tampa Bay). The defending Western 
Conference champions saw 17 players test positive during 
training camp and initially had their first game pushed to 
Tuesday at the earliest. Now, we know they won’t hit the ice 
until Friday when they host, oddly enough, Nashville. 

Because the league won’t release information regarding the 
whys these players are on the list, it’s difficult to say how 
long this process will last. What is safe to guess is that 
because everything is done with “an abundance of caution” 
all we can do is speculate how long this will last. With five 
players “unavailable” as of Wednesday morning and the 
potential to add to that total in the near future, it will nothing 
short of a miracle if we see the Canes in action for at least 
the next week to 10 days. 

Wouldn’t it be appropriate for Carolina to resume at home 
with a January 30-31 weekend series with the Dallas Stars? 
At this point, that almost seems like a best case scenario.
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NHL Statement on Tonight's Hurricanes-Predators Game 

By NHL PR 

NEW YORK - The National Hockey League today 
announced that Game #52, Carolina Hurricanes at Nashville 
Predators, scheduled for tonight, has been postponed. The 
rescheduled date of Game #52 will be announced when 
available. 

The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game 
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts. 

Hurricanes-Predators game postponed due to COVID-19 

Done 'out of an abundance of caution'; makeup date to be 
announced 

The Carolina Hurricanes game against the Nashville 
Predators at Bridgestone Arena on Tuesday was postponed 
after five players were placed in COVID-19 protocol. 

The NHL said the game was postponed "out of an 
abundance of caution to ensure the health and safety of 

players, coaches and game day personnel and in 
consultation with medical experts." 

Hurricanes forwards Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, 
Jordan Staal and Teuvo Teravainen, and defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin were placed in COVID-19 protocol. 

The rescheduled date for the game will be announced at a 
later time. 

The Hurricanes are next scheduled to play the Florida 
Panthers at PNC Arena on Thursday. The Predators next 
play the Dallas Stars at American Airlines Center on Friday. 

It is the first game postponed since the NHL season began 
and the fifth postponment of the season. The Stars had their 
first four games postponed and rescheduled due to COVID-
19 issues: against the Panthers on Thursday (now Feb. 22) 
and Friday (now May 3), and against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Sunday (now May 4) and Tuesday (now May 
10).

 

 

Carolina-Nashville 1st NHL postponement since season started 

By Teresa M. Walker 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The NHL has postponed its first 
game since the league’s season began, calling off Tuesday 
night’s game between Carolina and the Predators hours after 
the Hurricanes won the first of a two-game set in Nashville. 

“The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game 
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts,” the 
league said. 

The NHL did not specify which team prompted the 
postponement, though four Hurricanes players were added 
to the COVID-19 list Tuesday. The NHL already postponed 
the start of the Dallas Stars’ season after six players and two 
staff members tested positive for the virus. 

Hurricanes players Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, 
Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen joined captain Jordan 
Staal on the unavailable list because of COVID-19 protocols. 
Staal had been on that list since Friday, with the Hurricanes 

losing at Detroit on Saturday then winning 4-2 at Nashville on 
Monday in that span.  

Nashville had forward Mikael Granlund and defenseman 
Luca Sbisa on the unavailability list Jan. 13 and 14 with the 
Predators claiming Sbisa off waivers from Winnipeg on Jan. 
12. Granlund has remained on the list. He arrived Jan. 15 
from Finland and currently is in quarantine. 

No new Predators players were added to the list. 

The NHL’s unavailability list covers multiple factors such as 
isolation due to a confirmed positive test or quarantines due 
to being “a high risk close contact.” 

The league did not announce a make-up date yet. The teams 
aren’t scheduled to play again in Nashville until the end of 
the season with back-to-back games on May 7-8. 

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said last week realigning 
divisions was done in part in case games needed to be 
postponed. 
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Dallas Stars coach Rick Bowness said he was making out 
his team’s schedule “in pencil” in case it needed to be 
changed. Their first four games were postponed after 17 
players tested positive. 

Now the Predators, who gave players Tuesday off after the 
postponement, are scheduled to visit Dallas on Friday night 
for the Stars’ season opener. The Hurricanes are scheduled 
for their home opener Thursday against Florida, the first of 
six straight home games including visits from Tampa Bay 
and Dallas.

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes-Nashville Predators postponed due to COVID-19 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The Carolina Hurricanes' game at the Nashville Predators on 
Tuesday night has been postponed due to COVID-19 issues. 

"The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game-
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts," the 
NHL said in a statement. 

The teams played Monday night, with the Hurricanes 
defeating the Predators 4-2. Carolina center Jordan Staal 
and Nashville forward Mikael Granlund were the only two 

players on their respective rosters on the NHL's COVID 
Protocol Related Absences list prior to the game. 

This will be the fifth game postponed in the 2020-21 NHL 
season. The other four games involved the Dallas Stars, who 
had 17 players test positive for COVID-19 before opening 
night. The Stars' road games against Florida and Tampa Bay 
were all postponed. The NHL has a 56-game regular-season 
schedule this year that featured two-game "homestands" 
between divisional teams. 

The Hurricanes don't return to Nashville until the last 
weekend of the regular season, May 7-8.

 
NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus the biggest surprise for every team after opening 
week 

By Emily Kaplan  

We're already one week into the 2021 NHL season, and it 
has felt like seven straight days of excitement, including 
some unexpected results. 

For this week's NHL Power Rankings, we identified the 
biggest surprise for each team. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account past 
results and offseason additions -- and those results are 
tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our final 
preseason edition, published on Jan. 13. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 1 

The Lightning looked sharp in their first two outings, but they 
are now in the middle of a week off thanks to the 
postponements of their games against the Stars. So, 
surprise: Another mini-training camp to iron out the kinks. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 

Coach Peter DeBoer said he would like to see his team draw 
more penalties, and it has yet to score on the power play, 
which is certainly not expected. But otherwise, Vegas looks 

sharp to start the season -- outscoring opponents 7-0 in the 
third period to close out games. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 2 

It didn't feel right that the Avalanche came out so flat in their 
home opener, entering a season with considerable Stanley 
Cup hype. It wasn't surprising to see them respond, but it 
was shocking how dominant it was in hammering a very 
good Blues team 8-0. 

4. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 5 

Old habits can be hard to break. The Capitals committed 298 
penalties last season (averaging about 10 minutes short-
handed per game), which was second most in the league. 
They have continued that trend this season, including 17 
minors through their first four contests alone. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 7 

Even good teams are going to have bad nights in this 
condensed and wonky season. But the Flyers went all of last 
season not surrendering six or more goals at home, so it was 
startling to see them do it in Game 3, against the Sabres. 
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6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 

It was surprising to see veteran Jason Spezza on the waiver 
wire this week (though purely for cap reasons), and luckily he 
cleared -- or he would have retired, per media reports. 
Spezza has been superb in the faceoff circle in his past two 
games, winning 17 of 21 draws. 

7. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 4 

Jordan Kyrou broke a third-period, 4-4 tie with the Sharks on 
Monday, and it was the 22-year-old's second game-winning 
goal of the young season. Kyrou also was credited with the 
winner in the season opener against Colorado. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 

The Bruins are four games into their season, have played 
189:58 of hockey and have yet to score a goal at 5-on-5. It's 
not ideal at all. To fix it, Boston could benefit from its 
defensemen getting more involved off the rush. 

9. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 9 

The Stars are opening their season on Friday -- delayed a 
week due to a COVID-19 outbreak on the team -- so we'll 
have to wait to see how they'll surprise us. 

10. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 10 

It's not surprising at all that Semyon Varlamov began his 
season with back-to-back shutouts. It is surprising that when 
Ilya Sorokin got the unexpected start on Saturday, his 
teammates left him high and dry in a 5-0 thrashing. 

11. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 12 

A lot of folks around the league pointed to goaltending as a 
potential weak spot for Carolina this season. The Canes 
decided to stick with Petr Mrazek and James Reimer, and so 
far, they've only allowed six goals in three games (with a 
combined .925 save percentage) 

12. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 20 

The Habs were a trendy pick to take a step forward this 
season, thanks to plenty of offseason upgrades from general 
manager Marc Bergevin. Their offense has broken out for 12 
goals in three games, and that level of output might be 
somewhat sustainable. 

13. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 15 

The Rangers tried Anthony DeAngelo on their first pairing to 
open up training camp, which was well-deserved after his 
breakout 2019-20 season. By on opening night, DeAngelo 

was bumped to the third pairing; and after being burned 
badly by Mathew Barzal for a goal, the defenseman was a 
healthy scratch. 

14. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 16 

The Flames are off to a hot start in the North Division, and 
their power play looks dangerously good, as they've scored 
on 6 of 16 opportunities (37.5%) so far. A nice wrinkle: Six 
different players have each scored on the man advantage. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 23 

It's been a while since Wild fans had a star about whom to 
be excited. Kirill Kaprizov is proving to be just that, earning 
the NHL's First Star of the Week honors after scoring the 
overtime winner in his first game and assisting the overtime 
winner in his second. 

16. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 21 

It was unexpected to see coach Joel Quenneville reverse 
course and actually start Keith Yandle in the opener -- 
preserving the defenseman's ironman streak, which is fourth 
longest in league history. Even more dramatic: Yandle 
scoring a goal. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 19 

Following a training camp filled with trade rumors, Patrik 
Laine had one of his most dominant and engaged 
performances in the season opener: two goals, an assist and 
heavy involvement in a scrum. Unfortunately, an upper-body 
injury sidelined him for multiple games this week. 

18. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 18 

Offense is the focal point for this team, as it finished middle-
of-the-pack last season in scoring and had a defenseman 
(Roman Josi) as the only player with 50-plus points. It seems 
notable that through the first three games alone, the Preds 
have had 16 players register at least one point. 

19. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 11 

One of the Penguins' key offseason moves was trading 
Patric Hornqvist to Florida for 24-year-old defenseman Mike 
Matheson. But Matheson is going to be out "longer term" 
with an upper-body injury, per local media, creating an 
opportunity for Juuso Riikola. 

20. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 14 

The Canucks' power play is the perfect showcase of their 
young, skilled stars. It ranked fourth in the NHL last season 
(at 24.2%). The man advantage hasn't looked the same at all 
this season, currently mired in an 0-for-15 slump. 
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21. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 13 

It's been a bumpy start to the season for the Oilers. Since it's 
a condensed schedule, coach Dave Tippett began shaking 
things up by Game 4. The coach benched a pair of young 
defensemen -- Ethan Bear and Caleb Jones -- to give 
William Lagesson and veteran Kris Russell a try. 

22. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 24 

The fact that Phil Kessel already has three goals (after 
scoring only 14 all of last season) is definitely a welcome 
development. The Yotes were offensively challenged last 
season, but they have scored 10 goals over their first three 
games. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 17 

The Blue Jackets got a much-needed first win of the season 
against Detroit, but it also featured Zach Werenski getting 
into a scrap with childhood friend Dylan Larkin -- even after 
Larkin left tickets for Werenski's family to attend the game. 
Hockey can be cold! 

24. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 25 

San Jose has just one win in its first three games but leads 
the league with first-period goals (six). The Sharks' power 
play also looks quite efficient, scoring on 5 of 11 
opportunities so far (45.5%). 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 22 

The biggest shocker of the Sabres' first win of the season (a 
6-1 drubbing of Philly): The fourth line sparked the offense. 
Curtis Lazar scored two, Riley Sheahan had a beautiful 
assist and the recently demoted Jeff Skinner fired off a team-
high eight shot attempts. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 29 

The most pleasant surprise about the Devils so far is how 
Jack Hughes looks. He reported to camp with 14 more 
pounds of muscle (cue the "best shape of my life" clichés), 
and on the ice, he looks far more confident than he did as a 
rookie. 

27. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 28 

The Red Wings traded Andreas Athanasiou to Edmonton last 
February, then the Oilers didn't extend a qualifying offer. 
Athanasiou mustered just $1.2 million for one year from L.A. 
in free agency. So it was nice to see the speedy winger 
score goals in his first two games with his new team. 

28. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 31 

The Red Wings already look improved this season. Bobby 
Ryan is one of the veterans whom GM Steve Yzerman 
brought in to help change the culture, and Ryan is already 
leading by example with four goals in his first three games. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 

There's a lot of raw talent on this roster. We didn't anticipate 
seeing Ottawa taking one of their two opening games against 
Toronto -- and definitely didn't anticipate the Senators 
outscoring the Leafs by a 7-6 aggregate. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Raise your hand if you expected Maxime Comtois (three 
goals) to be the Ducks' leading scorer through three games? 
The 22-year-old had only seven goals in 39 games in his first 
two seasons. Nicolas Deslauriers (one goal) is the only other 
Duck to score this season. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 26 

One of the bright spots for Chicago last season was the 
emergence of European free agent Dominik Kubalik, who 
was named a Calder Trophy finalist after scoring 30 goals. 
As the team focuses on developing its young players, it's 
strange Kubalik continues to get limited ice time.
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Hurricanes add four more players to NHL's COVID Protocol list 

Carolina Hurricanes players Warren Foegele, Jordan 
Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen were placed 
on the NHL's COVID Protocol list on Tuesday. They join 
captain Jordan Staal, who was added to the list on Friday. 

The Hurricanes' game against the Nashville Predators in 
Nashville on Tuesday was postponed earlier in the day. The 
team is next scheduled to play on Thursday at home against 
the Florida Panthers. 

According to Sportsnet's Chris Johnston, since the 
Hurricanes were on the road, NHL protocols "require any 
individuals with confirmed positive tests while travelling to 
stay behind and observe a 10-day isolation period at the 
team hotel." 

The Predators are, ironically, scheduled to visit the Dallas 
Stars on Friday for the Stars' delayed season opener due to 
a COVID-19 outbreak within the team.

 

 

NHL postpones Tuesday’s Hurricanes-Predators game 

By Sean Leahy  

Tuesday’s game between the Nashville Predators and 
Carolina Hurricanes has been postponed. According to the 
NHL, the decision “was made out of an abundance of caution 
to ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and 
game day personnel and in consultation with medical 
experts.” 

The two teams played Monday night with the Hurricanes 
winning 4-2. 

The NHL’s initial COVID-19 report released last week 
showed 27 players from nine teams tested positive, including 
17 Stars players. Monday’s daily report listed Jordan Staal 
and Mikael Granlund as the only players from Carolina and 
Nashville with COVID-related absences. 

An explanation of the daily report from the league: 

Such “COVID Protocol Related Absences” can be the result 
of a number of factors including, among others: (1) an initial 

positive test which remains unconfirmed until confirmatory 
testing is completed pursuant to the Positive Test Protocol; 
(2) mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals pursuant 
to the Positive Test Protocol; (3) required quarantine as a 
high-risk close contact in accordance with the Positive Test 
Protocol; (4) isolation based on a confirmed positive test 
result and/or; (5) quarantine for travel or other reasons as 
outlined in the COVID-19 Protocol. 

This is the second time a postponement has affected the 
2020-21 NHL schedule. The Dallas Stars have yet to play a 
game after six players and two staffers tested positive for 
COVID-19 two weeks ago. They are set to open their season 
Friday at home against the Predators. 

A rescheduled date for the Hurricanes and Predators will be 
announced at a later time. 

UPDATE: Staal and Granlund were listed on Tuesday’s 
report. Joining them are Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, 
Jaccob Slavin, and Teuvo Teravainen.
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Hurricanes vs. Predators game postponed by NHL due to COVID-19 concerns 

The league postponed the game 'out of an abundance of 
caution' 

By Chris Bengel  

The NHL announced on Tuesday afternoon that the 
scheduled night game between the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Nashville Predators has been postponed. The rescheduled 
date will be announced at a later time. 

"The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coach, and game 
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts," the 
league said in a statement. 

Hurricanes center Jordan Staal and Predators forward 
Mikael Granlund were the only two players currently in the 
league's COVID-19 Protocol Related Absences list prior to 
Monday's slate of games. 

Granlund's absence was related to immigration issues that 
the veteran forward had in Finland. Upon his return to the 
team, Granlund had to quarantine for seven days. He is 
missing Nashville's first four games before becoming eligible 
to come off the COVID-19 Protocol Related Absences list. 

Tuesday was supposed to be the second game of a back-to-
back for the Hurricanes and Predators after the teams faced 
off on Monday. In that contest, the Hurricanes came away 
with a 4-2 win in Nashville, thanks to three third-period goals 
from the likes of Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter and 
Vincent Trocheck. 

The Hurricanes are scheduled to play their next six games at 
home following Tuesday's postponement and face the 
Florida Panthers on Thursday. Meanwhile, the Predators' 
next scheduled game comes on Friday against the Dallas 
Stars.

 

 

 

Tuesday’s Hurricanes-Predators game postponed; five players on COVID list 

The Hurricanes will not play against the Predators Tuesday 
night due to COVID issues.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Five Carolina Hurricanes players are now in the National 
Hockey League’s COVID protocol, the league announced 
Tuesday, forcing the Hurricanes’ game against the Nashville 
Predators to be postponed to a later date.  

Forwards Jordan Martinook, Warren Foegele and Teuvo 
Teravainen, as well as defenseman Jaccob Slavin, were 
added to the NHL’s list of players in the COVID protocol on 
Tuesday afternoon. They join captain Jordan Staal, who has 
been in the protocol for the past four days and missed the 
Hurricanes’ two most recent games, on the NHL’s protocol 
list. 

The NHL released the following official statement on the 
game’s postponement:  

The National Hockey League today announced that Game 
#52, Carolina Hurricanes at Nashville Predators, scheduled 
for tonight, has been postponed. The rescheduled date of 
Game #52 will be announced when available. 

The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game 
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts. 

A placement on the COVID list does not necessarily mean 
that the players have symptoms or have even tested 
positive. However, multiple reports, including Frank Seravalli 
of TSN and Sara Civian of The Athletic, cited team and 
league sources in reporting that the players have indeed 
tested positive. The following are reasons a player could end 
up on the list:  

(1) an initial positive test which remains unconfirmed until 
confirmatory testing is completed pursuant to the Positive 
Test Protocol; (2) mandated isolation for symptomatic 
individuals pursuant to the Positive Test Protocol; (3) 
required quarantine as a high-risk close contact in 
accordance with the Positive Test Protocol; (4) isolation 
based on a confirmed positive test result and/or; (5) 
quarantine for travel or other reasons as outlined in the 
COVID-19 Protocol. 

At this time no decision has been announced with regard to 
Thursday’s planned home opener against the Florida 
Panthers at PNC Arena. However, Seravalli reported that the 
players in the protocol will remain behind in Nashville while 
the rest of the traveling party returns to Raleigh, and if all are 
unavailable Thursday the Hurricanes would be at the bare 
minimum number of available skaters, even after the four taxi 
squad players were added to the active roster. With that in 
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mind, it seems unlikely Thursday’s game will be played as 
scheduled. 

This is a developing story and will be updated as more 
information becomes available.

 

 

Hurricanes-Predators game postponed due to COVID-19 

By Sean O'Leary 

Tuesday's clash between the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Nashville Predators is postponed due to COVID-19 
protocols, the league announced. 

"The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches, and game-
day personnel, and in consultation with medical experts," 
read the NHL's statement. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell confirmed three 
players on Carolina's roster have tested positive for COVID-
19 but added one test was a false positive, according to The 
Athletic's Sara Civian. 

It's not currently known which players tested positive, but 
Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal has been on the NHL's 
COVID-19 protocol list for the club's past two games. 

A makeup date has yet to be announced. 

Carolina and Nashville played Monday night, with the 
Hurricanes claiming a 4-2 victory. Both the Hurricanes and 
Predators are scheduled for two more games this week.  

This marks the NHL's first game-day postponement due to 
COVID-19 this season. The Dallas Stars had four games 
delayed before the campaign began due to an outbreak that 
infected several players.
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Carolina Hurricanes’ COVID halt won’t be the last bump in the NHL’s ice 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Oh, you thought this was going to be easy? 

You thought COVID wouldn’t spread quickly among 12 guys crammed 
shoulder to shoulder on a bench for a couple hours, once it got a 
foothold? 

The experience of the Carolina Hurricanes, whose game at the Nashville 
Predators on Tuesday was postponed and whose season is unofficially 
paused less than a week into the season, highlights how the NHL faces 
challenges no other league or sport does trying to play through this 
pandemic, foremost among them the impossibility of any kind of social 
distancing during the game. 

The players can eat dinner in their rooms, eat breakfast in shifts and 
spread out as much as they can away from the ice, but once the puck is 
dropped, they’re breathing the same air as the guy on either side of them 
whenever they’re not on the ice. Unavoidably so. 

The Hurricanes made it one game into the season before Jordan Staal 
went onto the NHL’s COVID list. They got two more games in before they 
had to halt entirely when Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob 
Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen joined Staal on the list, which also includes 
quarantines, suspected positives and potentially false positives. 

How long the Hurricanes will be paused, no one knows. The Florida 
Panthers as of Tuesday afternoon were still planning to come to Raleigh 
on Wednesday for games Thursday and Friday. The Tampa Bay 
Lightning is supposed to follow. 

The Dallas Stars had an outbreak during training camp and their opener 
was pushed back eight days. Including Tuesday’s postponed rematch in 
Nashville — the Hurricanes beat the Predators 4-2 on Monday — the 
Hurricanes would have to reschedule at least four games if they’re on 
hiatus for that long. More likely five or more. In this abbreviated season, 
that’s almost 10% of the schedule. 

No, this was never going to be easy, but that shouldn’t be and shouldn’t 
have been a surprise to anyone. 

The only way to ensure the NHL season went on as planned was to 
replicate the bubbles in Toronto and Edmonton used to complete the 
2020 season, which was successfully hermetically sealed. That was 
anything but an ideal situation; everyone felt isolated and marooned in 
the bubbles, players, coaches, officials and staff alike. 

The consequences were obvious: It was so very un-hockey to see teams 
limp through the kind of elimination games they usually make the hardest 
for opponents. Especially early on, there were very few desperate last 
stands. People were ready to go home. 

And that doesn’t even get into the finances, which were expensive 
enough for the expanded playoffs and prohibitively so for the regular 
season. The only way the NHL was getting back on the ice in 2021 was 

in home buildings, with travel, with ads on helmets, with all kinds of 
cracks where the virus could sneak in. 

And it has. 

There were 14 players with Staal on the league’s COVID list Monday. It 
does not include any of the Stars, who have yet to play a game after six 
players and two staff members tested positive during training camp. 
Twelve of the league’s 31 teams have at least one player out. 

Other professional sports have made this work. Baseball did, after rough 
beginnings, for the most part. The NFL has had its ups and downs — and 
reached the point of absurdity once or twice — but is close to the finish 
line. The NBA is pushing forward. The NHL, because of circumstances 
outside its control, may have a rougher road ahead. 

So put a period on the promising start to the Hurricanes’ season. Even 
with the two points inexcusably dropped in Detroit last week, two road 
wins in three tries is still a commendable pace. Monday’s win showed 
promise in particular, the way the Hurricanes found their groove as the 
game wore on despite a worryingly typical moment of inattention after 
scoring the first goal. 

At some point, they’ll have to try to pick up where they left off. Whenever 
that is. 
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Hurricanes have five players on NHL COVID-19 protocol list 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes had their game Tuesday against the Nashville 
Predators postponed and now have a league-high five players placed on 
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

The NHL announced Tuesday that forwards Jordan Staal, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Warren Foegele and Jordan Martinook, and defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin. were being listed as “COVID protocol related absences.” 
Staal has been on the COVID protocol list since Friday, missing the past 
two games, while the other four players were added after Monday’s 4-2 
victory in Nashville. 

The Canes were scheduled to face the Predators on Tuesday to 
complete a back-to-back set at Bridgestone Arena. The NHL, in 
announcing the postponement of the game, cited “an abundance of 
caution to ensure the health and safety of the players, coaches, game 
day personnel and in consultation with medical experts.” 

The NHL in the 2020-21 season is sharing the names of players who are 
unavailable to the team to practice, travel or play in games because of 
coronavirus protocols. “COVID protocol related absences” can result 
from various factors, including: an initial positive test that remains 
unconfirmed; mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals; required 
quarantine as a high-risk close contact; and isolation based on a 
confirmed positive test. 
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Neither the NHL nor the team provides information on the reason a 
player is unavailable or how much time he may miss. 

The Canes opened the 2020-21 season with a pair of road games 
against the Detroit Red Wings. Staal played in the opener, then was 
placed on the COVID protocol list. Teravainen, Foegele, Martinook and 
Slavin played Monday in the Canes 4-2 win over the Predators. 

Staal is the Canes captain and Slavin and Martinook serve as alternate 
captains. Teravainen, one of the Canes’ most valuable players, had just 
three shifts in the second and third periods Monday and Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour indicated the Finnish forward had been injured, saying 
he “tweaked something.” 

The Red Wings had two players listed Tuesday on the COVID-19 
protocol list: Robby Fabbri and Adam Erne. There were 15 NHL players 
on the list including former Canes goalie Curtis McElhinney of Tampa 
Bay.. 

The Hurricanes, in opening the 2020-21 season with four road games, 
were faced with travel to the two cities and the challenges that presents 
during the pandemic. Their home opener against the Florida Panthers is 
scheduled for Thursday, which is slated to be the start of a six-game 
homestand. 

“I’m sure there will be a hiccup throughout the year,” Staal said of the 
coronavirus threat during a training-camp interview. “The guys 
understand no one is immune to this thing.” 

The NHL said the date of a rescheduled Canes-Preds game would be 
announced when available. The Canes are scheduled to end the 56-
game regular season with two games at Nashville. 

Brind’Amour, like all coaches, has feared the virus striking a team. The 
league did not have any COVID-19 problems when 24 teams gathered at 
two bubble sites for the 2020 Return to Play postseason. But the fear 
was with the virus spiking in many parts of the U.S and Canada after the 
holidays there could be some outbreaks. 

“It’s bound to happen,” Brind’Amour said recently of potential COVID 
problems. “’You hope you don’t. But it’s certainly not unexpected.” 
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Given the chance to play again, Hurricanes goalie James Reimer proves 
he’s trustworthy 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

James Reimer had done a lot of sitting. And some stewing. And 
preparing. 

On Monday, finally given the chance to play again, the veteran goalie 
helped give the Carolina Hurricanes a victory, keeping his cool and 
making 31 saves in a 4-2 road win over the Nashville Predators. 

It was Reimer’s first game since Aug. 17, 2020. That’s the day he was 
the losing goalie against the Boston Bruins in Game 4 of their 2020 
Stanley Cup playoff series in the Toronto bubble. That’s the day the 
Bruins got off 16 shots and scored four times in a third-period blitz for a 
4-3 win. 

Reimer watched goalie Petr Mrazek play Game 5 against the Bruins, a 2-
1 loss that ended the Canes’ season. He headed home to Canada to 
work -- on his conditioning, on honing his game. He returned for 
preseason training camp, practiced, scrimmaged but did not have an 
exhibition game, and watched as Mrazek started the first two games of 
the new season against the Detroit Red Wings. 

And then Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour gave him the start. He was 
ready. The nerves were fine. 

“Honestly, the biggest thing is just trusting your game,” Reimer said on a 
post-game media call. “And the way you trust it is to prepare and work 
every day. If you don’t put the work in then you can be pretty nervous 
because you don’t know what’s going to happen. When you come to the 
rink and try to be honest every day, you just trust in that. 

“And you never know how the game is going to go, you know? You can 
have seven bounces that go off people and in, or have a couple of good 
shots. Obviously, anything can happen. You just try and have that trust.” 

ROD BRIND’AMOUR’S TRUST OF JAMES REIMER 

Brind’Amour trusts Reimer. It was Reimer, 32, who replaced Curtis 
McElhinney last season and teamed so well with Mrazek to get the 
Canes back into the playoffs, albeit after the long pause caused by the 
pandemic. 

With a 56-game condensed schedule this season and teams facing a lot 
of back-to-backs or two games in three days, having two trustworthy 
goaltenders is more a must than a luxury. Brind’Amour and the Canes 
have that. 

“Every day you try to bring your A-game mentally and obviously 
physically,” Reimer said. “There’s a big gap between practices and 
games.” 

On Monday. Reimer faced some early shots by the Predators, who had 
beaten the Columbus Blue Jackets in both of their first two games. 

Roman Josi got off an early shot, then Viktor Arvidsson. Nashville had 
four shots in the first 1:39 of the game and 12 in the opening period, 
which ended scoreless. 

REIMER GOT FEEL FOR THE GAME EARLY 

“It’s nice to get shots as long as they don’t go in,” Reimer said, smiling. “It 
felt good to get in the game and make some saves and kind of get a feel 
for it and the quickness of the game.” 

The Predators scored on a Filip Forsberg breakaway in the second 
period and later on an Arvidsson power-play shot in the third. But with the 
Canes leading 3-2 in the third after Arvidsson’s goal, a determined 
Reimer stopped four shots including a wrap-around attempt by former 
Canes forward Erik Haula of the Preds. 

Nino Niederreiter’s empty-net goal with 36 seconds left in regulation 
closed it out for the Canes and Reimer, who earned his 159th career win 
and now is 15-6-2 overall with the Canes. 

“He’s huge for us,” forward Andrei Svechnikov said on the media call. 
“He’s very confident in himself and very confident in the team.” 

The team was there for Reimer. Svechnikov had a goal and assist, as did 
Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck. There was some gritty defensive 
zone work in front of Reimer, with defenseman Jake Gardiner making a 
heady play in the zone and then the pass as Svechnikov and Aho 
converted a two-on-one that had Aho finishing for his first goal of the 
season. 

Soon, the Canes were gathered around Reimer, celebrating a win. For 
Reimer, it was worth the wait. 
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Hurricanes wait on home opener, practices after positive COVID-19 tests 

 

By Sara Civian Jan 19, 2021 24  
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Hurricanes players Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin 
and Teuvo Teravainen were added to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list 
Tuesday evening. 

This doesn’t necessarily mean all four have COVID-19, but it does mean 
they have at least been in prolonged contact with the three cases 
confirmed to me previously today and/or Jordan Staal, who was placed 
on the list last Friday. 

Carolina’s home opener is scheduled for Thursday against the Florida 
Panthers but a Hurricanes source said the team is now waiting another 
“however many days” to announce new dates for games and practices to 
see if anyone else on the team or staff tests positive. 

Carolina and Nashville played Monday with the Hurricanes beating the 
Predators 4-2. The Hurricanes vs. Predators game slated for Tuesday 
night was postponed earlier due to a “COVID situation with the 
Hurricanes” according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun. The NHL 
confirmed later that the game was postponed due to an “abundance of 
caution,” and the date of the rescheduled game has not yet been 
established. 

Teravainen recorded three total shifts in the third period Monday and 
coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked about Teravainen’s third period issue 
postgame. 

“I don’t really know — he tweaked something, so we kind of kept him 
around for the one power play,” Brind’Amour said. “He said he could kind 
of stand over there (the right circle) and work his magic, but I’m not sure 
where he stands for (Tuesday).” 

Martinook played 13:53 and Slavin played 23:08 in the win. 

The news of these positive tests comes five days after Staal was placed 
on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. Staal’s positive test came back 
Friday morning, following Thursday’s opening night game at Detroit. The 
league isn’t doing rapid POC testing yet and is instead doing PCR tests 
so the Hurricanes said they did not know of Staal’s positive test until after 
he had already played. 

While the results of rapid testing aren’t perfect, they’re an added defense 
against the spread of COVID-19 that the NBA has opted for this season. 

Staal is still in Detroit, and the Hurricanes are working with local health 
authorities in Nashville on how to proceed with their other players who 
tested positive. Staff and players who took rapid tests that came back 
negative Tuesday flew back to Raleigh. 

The Hurricanes maintain that they have abided by all the NHL protocols, 
but if an unknowingly COVID-19 positive player sits on a bench, sweating 
and breathing heavily, it’s easy to see how it could spread despite any 
team’s best efforts. 

Hurricanes vice president of communications and team services Mike 
Sundheim was quoted in an earlier article on The Athletic about the 
difficulties teams will face trying to go through the season and travel 
without a stoppage due to COVID-19. 

“You’re in a situation in which a lot of hotels aren’t even operating right 
now,” Sundheim said. “We had to go through and figure out which 
properties were even open or consider being open for even us and NBA 
teams. We did collaborate even on the bus companies, too. A lot of it is 
about trying to limit the amount of people your whole league is exposed 
to and what precautions those companies are using to see their 
employees safe and in turn, keep us safe.” 
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Florida Panthers hold off desperate Chicago Blackhawks with overtime 
win 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

 

The Florida Panthers knew they were going to face a desperate Chicago 
Blackhawks team on Tuesday. Chicago had lost its first three games to 
open the season and never led in any of those contests. The Panthers, 
anticipating a scrappy performance from the Blackhawks, knew they 
couldn’t get complacent. 

They needed a third-period rally and a few minutes in overtime to avoid 
defeat. 

After Florida gave up three consecutive goals between the end of the 
second quarter and the start of the third period, Patrick Hornqvist 
deflected a Keith Yandle slap shot from the blue line into the net to tie the 
game and force overtime. Frank Vatrano scored the game-winner with 
2:10 left in the three-on-three overtime period to lead the Panthers to a 5-
4 win over the Blackhawks at the BB&T Center to sweep the two-game 
home series to start the season. Florida won its season opener against 
Chicago 5-2 on Sunday and is now 2-0-0 on the season. Chicago is now 
0-3-1. 

“We fought back,” Vatrano said. “... We’re a relentless team and that’s a 
good identity to have.” 

Carter Verhaeghe also scored two goals, and Hornqvist added another 
power play goal in the first period to round out scoring for the Panthers. 
Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 29 of 33 shots that came his way 
in his first start of the season. 

“Huge win,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. “We’ll take it.” 

TOP LINE PRODUCTION 

It seemed like only a matter of time before the Panthers’ top line broke 
through on Tuesday. The trio of Verhaeghe, Aleksander Barkov and 
Anthony Duclair were dominant over their first handful of shifts against 
the Blackhawks but their scoring chances fell flat. 

But finally, with about six-and-a-half minutes left in the opening period, 
Verhaeghe took a feed from Barkov on a breakaway, drove toward the 
net and fired a backhanded shot past Blackhawks goaltender Kevin 
Lankinen for his first goal as a Panther. 

Verhaeghe’s second goal, which he easily flicked into an open net that 
Lankinen left exposed after stuffing a Duclair scoring chance, gave 
Florida a 3-1 advantage before the Blackhawks scored back-to-back 
goals to tie the game heading into the third period. 

“We complement each other well,” Verhaeghe said. “I’m playing with 
some of the best players in the world – it’s easy to play with them.” 

Verhaeghe has three points through two games this season after 
recording an assist on Eetu Luostarinen’s game-winning goal on Sunday. 

Barkov has three assists on the season, including the primary assist on 
Vatrano’s overtime goal. Duclair recorded two assists on Tuesday. 

SHAKY SEASON DEBUT FOR BOBROVSKY 

The Panthers were looking for Bobrovsky to be their “brick wall,” as Noel 
Acciari described him, as he made his first start of the season after 
struggling in his first year with Florida, a start that came after missing a 
week of what was an already short training camp because he was 
deemed “Unfit to Play,” the NHL’s catch-all term for those not available 
for practices and games in the age of COVID-19. 

While Bobrovsky made a few big saves, he also gave up four goals for 
the 20th time in 51 games since joining the Panthers on a seven-year, 
$70 million deal prior to the 2019-2020 season. 

“He needs to play,” Quenneville said. “He missed that part of camp. We 
expect him to improve off today’s game.” 
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The first two goals he gave up — both by Dominik Kubalik — came on 
the power play. Kubalik’s first goal came when a one-timer from the right 
circle deflected off defenseman Riley Stillman’s shoulder before going 
under Bobrovsky’s extended glove and into the net. The second was a 
slap shot from the right circle on a feed from Duncan Keith. 

Kane, who Bobrovsky denied on a penalty shot attempt with 5:32 left in 
the second period, tied the game with a backhanded shot with 49.9 
seconds left in the second. It was the first goal the Panthers gave up at 
5-on-5 strength. 

Philipp Kurashev then gave Chicago its first lead of the season with a 
wrist shot past defensemen Yandle and Radko Gudas with 13:54 left in 
regulation. 

Yandle evened the game with his power play goal one minute and 11 
seconds later, and Vatrano sealed the game in overtime. 

“There were a couple mistakes here and there by me that I have to clean 
it up,” Bobrovsky said. “... The most important thing for me is the win. The 
boys stepped up and scored five goals. It’s two points for us.” 

LINEUP CHANGES 

In addition to Bobrovsky in net, the Panthers made a pair of changes 
from their Opening Night lineup. 

Vinnie Hinostroza took Ryan Lomberg’s place as the team’s fourth line 
left winger alongside center Noel Acciari and right wing Brett Connolly. 
Also, Stillman replaced Gustav Forsling on the team’s second defensive 
pairing with Anton Stralman. 

With Forsling a scratch, Stralman took reps on the Panthers’ second 
power-play unit with forwards Alex Wennberg, Vatrano, Verhaeghe and 
Duclair. 

ANOTHER SCHEDULE CHANGE COMING FOR THE PANTHERS? 

For the second time this season, a Panthers opponent is dealing with 
issues surrounding COVID-19 that could impact Florida’s schedule. 

The NHL postponed the Carolina Hurricanes’ road game against the 
Nashville Predators on Tuesday “out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game day 
personnel and in consultation with medical experts.” The Athletic’s Pierre 
LeBrun reported the postponement was due to a “Covid situation with the 
Hurricanes.” 

Five Hurricanes players were on the NHL’s COVID protocol-related 
absences list Tuesday: forwards Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, 
Jordan Staal and Teuvo Teravainen as well as defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin. 

The Panthers are scheduled to head to Raleigh, North Carolina, on 
Wednesday for two games against the Hurricanes on Thursday and 
Saturday. 

Florida’s first two games of the season against the Dallas Stars last week 
were postponed due to a COVID-19 outbreak inside the Stars 
organization. 
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Frank Vatrano scores overtime goal to lift Panthers over Blackhawks 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI 

 

SUNRISE — Frank Vatrano scored 2:50 into overtime, and the Florida 
Panthers beat the winless Chicago Blackhawks 5-4 on Tuesday night. 

Patric Hornqvist and Carter Verhaeghe each scored two goals for Florida 
(2-0-0). Keith Yandle had two assists. 

Hornqvist, who was acquired in a September trade with Pittsburgh, has 
three goals and an assist in the first two games. 

“It’s obviously a great feeling,” Vatrano said. “I think we’re a relentless 
team and that’s a good identity to have.” 

Sergei Bobrovsky made 29 saves for Florida in his first start of the 
season, but the two-time Vezina Trophy winner was a bit rusty. 

[Popular in Sports] Heat will continue to be without Jimmy Butler at start 
of four-game trip; Herro questionable » 

The 32-year-old Bobrovsky, who is in the second year of a seven-year, 
$70 million contract, was deemed “unfit to play” during most of training 
camp. He had a .900 save percentage last season, the second-worst of 
his career. 

“Obviously, four goals, not what you want, but I felt good in there,” 
Bobrovsky said. “The boys stepped up and they score five goals, and the 
most important again it’s two points for us and we will move on.” 

Dominik Kubalik scored his first two goals of the year for Chicago, which 
has dropped its first four games of the pandemic-shortened season. 
Patrick Kane also scored, and Phillipp Kurashev posted his first NHL 
goal. 

Kevin Lankinen stopped 23 shots in his first NHL start. 

“I felt ready, confident. I’ve been preparing for this for a long time,” 
Lankinen said. “Was I happy with the outcome? Obviously not. I felt 
ready, felt good out there. There’s a lot to build on.” 

Kurashev’s shot from the high slot gave the Blackhawks their first lead of 
the season at 4-3 with 13:54 left. Hornqvist tied it at 4 with his second 
power-play goal. 

[Popular in Sports] N’Kosi Perry withdraws from transfer portal, but it may 
not mean he’s returning to play for UM » 

The Blackhawks have surrendered 20 goals in their four losses, but 
managed to earn their first point of the season. 

“In the last two periods we played a little better. Still lots of work to do,” 
coach Jeremy Colliton said. “We competed hard and battled back. Would 
love to see us get rewarded with two points. The focus remains on 
getting better.” 

THE STREAK CONTINUES 

Yandle, whose status coming into the season was uncertain, played in 
his 868th consecutive game, the longest active streak and fourth longest 
in NHL history. Yandle has not missed a game since March 22, 2009, 
when he was with the Arizona Coyotes. 

NO GO 

Bobrovsky stopped Kane on a penalty shot in the second. 

[Popular in Sports] Heat leaders getting a little loud as team seeks climb 
from bottom of standings » 

“I played patient and tried to try to let him do his thing and then shoot. My 
main thing was out-wait him and let him do the first move,” Bobrovsky 
said. 

ATTENDANCE 

The Panthers are one of only three teams to allow fans. They allow up to 
25% capacity and attendance was 3,667 on Tuesday. 

UP NEXT 

The Panthers visit the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. 
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Panthers’ Barkov continues donation campaign with Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital 

 

By BRETT SHWEKY 

 

For the second consecutive season, Florida Panthers captain Aleksander 
Barkov will donate $1,600 for each goal he scores to the Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

Barkov, who also provides a suite for games at the BB&T Center for use 
to those connected to the facility, contributed $32,000 to the nonprofit 
foundation last year for the 20 goals he netted in the COVID-19-
shortened season. 

Having made several trips to the facility in the past, Barkov has met with 
children, parents, caregivers and administrators, bringing gifts and 
signing autographs. 

“I am happy to continue my support of JDCH for the 2020-21 NHL 
season,” Barkov said in a press release. “Seeing the smiling kids, their 
families, and the hospital staff at each game last season was uplifting, 
and I am looking forward to that again. I’m also hopeful that I’ll soon be 
able to visit the children’s hospital again once the pandemic is under 
control.” 

During the league’s last full season, the Boca Raton resident set the 
team’s single-season scoring record with a 96-point campaign that was 
highlighted by 35 goals. 

Barkov — the No. 2 pick in the 2013 draft by the Panthers — has tallied 
155 goals during his eight-year career. 

Updates on the campaign will be documented throughout the season on 
Barkov’s Instagram account (@barkovsasha) and the hospital 
foundation’s Facebook page (@jdchfoundation). 

In Hollywood, Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital offers a broad variety of 
healthcare services and programs designed specifically for children. 
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Game 2: Florida Panthers 5, Chicago Blackhawks 4 (OT)Published 5 
hours ago on January 19, 2021 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers got a big lift from a couple of newcomers while 
welcoming back an old friend in a 5-4 overtime victory over the Chicago 
Blackhawks at BB&T Center on Tuesday night. 

Carter Verhaeghe and Patric Hornqvist both scored twice while Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 29 saves in his 2021 debut to lead the Panthers to the 
early-season sweep of the still-winless Blackhawks. 

Frank Vatrano ended up being the hero, however, as he pounded a shot 
off a Sasha Barkov offering from the right side with 2:10 left in OT to win 
it for the Panthers — who start off this odd season 2-0. 

”It was obviously a great feeling, a great play all around from Barkov and 
(MacKenzie) Weegar,” Vatrano said. 

“It was a good team effort. We made some mistakes and learned from 
that and just kept going. I think we’re a relentless team and that’s a good 
identity to have.” 

Chicago opened its season with two consecutive losses before coming to 
Sunrise and losing two more as the Panthers began their own 2021 
campaign. 

Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now for daily, in-depth coverage of the 
Florida Panthers from George Richards 

Tuesday, the Blackhawks trailed 3-1 after Verhaeghe and Hornqvist 
scored yet rallied to take a 4-3 lead early in the third. 

Unbelievably, it was the first time this entire season that Chicago held a 
lead of any kind — and it took them 226:06 to do it. 

The lead, unfortunately for the rebuilding Blackhawks, was short lived. 

Not long after Philipp Kurashev scored on Bobrovsky, the Panthers got a 
power play. 

Keith Yandle tied the score with a shot from inside the blue line with 
Hornqvist deflecting it past Chicago’s rookie goalie Kevin Lankinen to tie 
the score at 4. 

Lankinen, Chicago’s No. 3 goalie, made 23 saves in his NHL debut.  

BOB GIVES UP FOUR 

Bobrovsky was not at his best Tuesday night, but for a guy who did not 
even get a full week of practice before his first game, it definitely could 
have been worse. 

“In the circumstances I was in, I felt pretty good,” Bobrovsky said 
afterward. “There were a couple of mistakes there by me that I need to 
clean up, but overall, I felt good. My legs were good, my movement was 
good. 

“So, again, in the circumstances, I thought it was a pretty good game. 
The most important thing to me is a win. The boys stepped up.” 

Bobrovsky did not join the Panthers for his first practice until last 
Wednesday and with the team taking a day off and having only a 
morning skate in there Sunday, he certainly did not get as much work as 
he is used to. 

Coach Joel Quenneville said Bobrovsky was “OK” and that it is apparent 
he needs some more time on the ice. 

”He needs to play,” Quenneville said. “He missed that part of camp so we 
expect him to improve off of today’s game. 

“I know in some of the goals, you could say ‘we’re looking for a save 
there.’ At the same time, the game is 4-3 and I liked the way he battled 
and stayed with it. That’s a good sign he can recapture what it is like to 
be solid from start to finish.” 

FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

The Panthers looked to take complete control of this one early as 
Verhaeghe got things going when he got behind Ian Mitchell and Calvin 
de Haan, drove in and put in a backhanded shot past Kevin Lankinen at 
13:25. 

Less than three minutes later, Hornqvist made it 2-0 on Florida’s first 
power play attempt. 

Yep! @CVerhaeghe21 was coming for that one!   #FlaPanthers 
#OneTerritory #NHL 

Watch the @FlaPanthers LIVE on FOX Sports Florida   | FOX Sports 

Go  : https://t.co/nWJOZbLpfi pic.twitter.com/wPeraWgRfy 

— FOX Sports Florida & Sun (@FOXSportsFL) January 20, 2021 

One reason the Panthers were excited to get Hornqvist was because he 
wasn’t afraid to camp out in front of the net — especially on power play 
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tries — and he did just that here, putting a body on Lankinen and 
sweeping the puck through from the front porch. 

”He simply has that knack of playing goal,” Quenneville said of Hornqvist. 
“He’s a distraction for goalies, sometimes they have to play deep in their 
net. There are a lot of loose pucks around.” 

Chicago, winless in its first three, simply would not go away. 

Not long after Hornqvist’s goal, Sasha Barkov was flagged for 
interference and the Blackhawks took the advantage. 

First Carter Verhaeghe, now Patric Hornqvist. #FlaPanthers up 2-0! 
  #OneTerritory #NHL 

Watch the @FlaPanthers LIVE on FOX Sports Florida   | FOX Sports 

Go  : https://t.co/nWJOZbLpfi pic.twitter.com/kF2MwQHqcZ 

— FOX Sports Florida & Sun (@FOXSportsFL) January 20, 2021 

After not registering any shots through the power play, Chicago got on 
the attack late and made it a one-goal game when Kubalik got his first by 
firing a shot of Florida defenseman Riley Stillman which redirected the 
puck past Bobrovsky. 

In the period, Bobrovsky made eight saves and Lankinen made eight. 

SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Once again, the Panthers took a two-goal lead but the Blackhawks just 
kept coming after them. 

Although the Panthers got a second power play chance 29 seconds into 
the period, they failed to cash in. 

They did, however, keep the pressure on Chicago with Anthony Duclair 
driving in on Lankinen at 2:47. The goalie made the initial save, but 
Verhaeghe cleaned up the rebound and made it 3-1. 

Carter Verhaeghe is dangerous out there!   #FlaPanthers 
#OneTerritory #NHL 

Watch the @FlaPanthers LIVE on FOX Sports Florida   | FOX Sports 

Go  : https://t.co/nWJOZbLpfi pic.twitter.com/IXVuV83NbZ 

— FOX Sports Florida & Sun (@FOXSportsFL) January 20, 2021 

A few minutes later, Kubalik scored again — this time, Stillman was in 
the penalty box and not in front of the net — off a rifle shot from the top of 
the right circle to make it 3-2. 

Patrick Kane looked to tie it with 5:32 left in the period when he was 
stoned by Bobrovsky on a penalty shot. 

Kane got his revenge in the waning moments of the period, however, 
driving in on Bobrovsky and going top shelf with 49.9 seconds remaining. 

In the second, Chicago outshot the Panthers 15-9. 

THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

The Blackhawks came out firing in the third as they battled for their first 
win of the season. 

Finally, Chicago took a lead in a game this season as Kurashev’s wrister 
beat Bobrovsky for a 4-3 advantage 6:06 into the period. 

The Panthers came right back with their second power play goal of the 
night. 

2⃣ games, 2 ⃣ goals for Keith Yandle!   #FlaPanthers #OneTerritory 
#NHL 

Watch the @FlaPanthers LIVE on FOX Sports Florida   | FOX Sports 

Go  : https://t.co/nWJOZbLpfi pic.twitter.com/kGmIFuVEe3 

— FOX Sports Florida & Sun (@FOXSportsFL) January 20, 2021 

Hornqvist, right in front of Lankinen, appeared to deflect the long shot 
from Yandle to make it a 4-4 game at 7:07. 

Although Yandle was officially given credit for the goal by the NHL, 
Hornqvist was announced inside the arena as the goal scorer — and 20 
minutes after the game ended, the league changed it to Hornqvist. 

Yandle gets the primary assist, though. 

The two teams traded a couple of chances — although neither did much 
— and the game went to overtime. 

OT HIGHLIGHTS 

Vatrano scored. That was about it. 

Actually, as overtimes usually go, this was an up-and-back affair with 
Florida ending it as Weegar, Barkov and Vatrano charged up the ice. 

Barkov laid the puck up on a tee for Vatrano who drove it down the 
fairway. 

”I should have given (Barkov) a little kiss on the cheek for that pass he 
gave me,” Vatrano said. 

UP NEXT FOR THE PANTHERS 

Thursday: At Carolina, 7 p.m.; Saturday: At Carolina, 1 p.m. 

Maybe. 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 01.20.2021 

1182231 Florida Panthers 

 

Carolina Hurricanes game postponed due to COVID-19. Are Panthers 
next?Published 13 hours ago on January 19, 2021 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes game at Nashville scheduled for Tuesday night 
was postponed due to concerns about COVID-19, throwing doubt that 
Thursday’s game against the Florida Panthers will be played. 

According to Pierre LeBrun of TSN and The Athletic, the issue was with 
the Hurricanes and not Nashville. 

The two teams played Monday night with Carolina winning 4-2 as former 
Florida center Vincent Trocheck scored his second goal and James 
Reimer made 33 saves. 

Tuesday’s game was postponed early in the afternoon. 

Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now for in-depth, daily coverage of the 
Florida Panthers from George Richards 

Said the NHL: “The decision was made out of an abundance of caution to 
ensure the health and safety of players, coaches and game day 
personnel and in consultation with medical experts.” 

The Panthers are scheduled to fly to Raleigh following practice 
Wednesday and play the Hurricanes on Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Florida’s game Tuesday night against the visiting Chicago Blackhawks is 
on as scheduled. 

So, too, is Thursday’s game. 

For now, anyway. 

Per the NHL, five Carolina players are on the latest COVID-19 list — up 
from one yesterday. The Panthers only have one player (Juho 
Lammikko) on the list after Markus Nutivaara went on it yesterday only to 
come off again Tuesday. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 20, 2021 

 

Carolina was able to leave Nashville on Tuesday although there have 
been reports the players who tested positive will stay in Nashville under 
quarantine. 

Hearing the Carolina-Nashville game tonight is postponed. Covid 
situation with the Hurricanes. 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) January 19, 2021 

The Carolina-Nashville game is the fifth NHL game to be postponed due 
to COVID-19 affecting one of their teams. 

The Dallas Stars had their first four games postponed after 17 players 
and two staff members tested positive. 

Two of those games were against the Panthers. 

Those games have been rescheduled for later in the season. 

Florida’s game Tuesday night is just its second of the 2021 NHL season, 
fewest in the league — save for Dallas, which plays its first game Friday. 

If Thursday’s game were to be postponed but Saturday’s 1 p.m. game 
allowed to be played in Raleigh, it is possible the two teams make up the 
first game Sunday. 

Both teams have that day off and do not play again (Carolina plays host 
to Tampa Bay, the Panthers are in Columbus) until Tuesday. 

The Panthers plan on returning to South Florida following Saturday’s 
game and flying to Ohio for their game with the Blue Jackets on Monday. 
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GameDay No. 2: Chicago Blackhawks at Florida PanthersPublished 16 
hours ago on January 19, 2021 

 

By George Richards  

 

Well, here we go again. Due to the NHL’s new scheduling, teams are 
going to be seeing a lot of each other within a few days and Tuesday 
brings a rematch between the Panthers and Blackhawks. 

The two teams met for the first time Sunday with the Panthers getting 
three goals in the third to keep Chicago winless with a 5-2 victory. 

Tuesday’s match will be Florida’s last a home for a few days as they take 
off Wednesday for what will be a six-game trip with stops in Carolina, 
Columbus and Detroit. 

On Monday morning, Florida coach Joel Quenneville said there could be 
some lineup changes for the Panthers although he did not go into 
specifics. 

We’re not expecting anything major. 

Oh, except in net. 

Florida will have Sergei Bobrovsky back after he started the season on 
the reserve list due to COVID-19 protocols. 

He joined the team for his first practice on Wednesday and has been 
seeing a lot of practice time. 

“To me, when you are ready you are ready,” Quenneville said. “He is 
more than ready to go and he’s looking forward to the start tomorrow. 

“When your guy is ready, you want them in the net. I like the way 
Driedger played (Sunday) so we’re in a good situation right off the bat.” 

MORNING SKATE UPDATE: It looks like Riley Stillman replaces Gustav 
Forsling on the backend with Vinnie Hinostroza taking Ryan Lombard’s 
spot on the fourth line. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Florida Panthers 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center; Sunrise, Fla. 

TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM 

 

Records: Chicago 0-3-0; Florida 1-0-0 

All-time series: Chicago leads 25-12-3-2 

Season series: Florida leads 1-0. 

Up next: Florida at Carolina, Thursday, 7 p.m.; Detroit at Chicago, Friday, 
8 p.m. 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES 

Florida forwards 

Carter Verhaeghe — Sasha Barkov — Anthony Duclair 

Jonathan Huberdeau — Alexander Wennberg — Patric Hornqvist 

Frank Vatrano — Eetu Luostarinen — Owen Tippett 

Vinnie Hinostroza — Noel Acciari — Brett Connolly 

Florida defensemen 

MacKenzie Weegar — Aaron Ekblad 

Riley Stillman — Anton Stralman 

Keith Yandle — Radko Gudas 

Florida goalies 

Sergei Bobrovsky / Chris Driedger 

Potential scratches: Ryan Lombard, Gustav Forsling. 

PP1: Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Patric Hornqvist, Aaron 
Ekblad, Keith Yandle 

PP2: Alexander Wennberg, Owen Tippett, Anthony Duclair, Carter 
Verhaeghe, Anton Stralman 

PROJECTED CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS LINES 

Chicago forwards 

Alex DeBrincat — Dylan Strome — Patrick Kane 

Dominik Kubalik — Pius Suter — Brandon Pirri 

Mattias Janmark — Lucas Wallmark — Andrew Shaw 

Matthew Highmore — David Kampf — Ryan Carpenter 

Chicago defensemen 

Duncan Keith — Connor Murphy 

Calvin de Haan — Ian Mitchell 

Nikita Zadorov — Adam Boqvist 

Chicago goalies 

Malcolm Subban / Collin Delia 

FLORIDA PANTHERS GAME NOTES 

Keith Yandle said he always celebrates scoring because it happens so 
infrequently. Ok. 
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It was obvious a big weight jumped off of the Florida defenseman when 
he gave the Panthers a 2-0 lead in the second period on Sunday. 

Now in his 15th season, Yandle’s goal Sunday was No. 100. 

Taking away his seven-game first year in Arizona and the one game 
played this year and Yandle is averaging about eight goals a year. 

Last year he got five as he averaged about one a month for the Panthers. 

It was his first goal since Jan. 20 last season, a 5-4 victory at Minnesota. 

Welcome Back: Drafted in Sunrise, Noah Juulsen joins Florida Panthers 

— Sasha Barkov recorded an assist Sunday moving him within 12 points 
from passing Olli Jokinen (419) for second in franchise history. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, who set the franchise points record last season, is 
Florida’s leading scorer after getting a goal and two assists in the opener. 

— Aaron Ekblad scored the first Florida goal of the season. Last year, he 
scored five as he ended with a career-high 41 points. 

— Patric Hornqvist made his debut with the Panthers after coming being 
acquired in a trade with Pittsburgh during the offseason. Hornqvist had a 
goal with an assist. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS GAME NOTES 

For the fourth time in his career, Alex DeBrincat scored a power play goal 
in consecutive games. 

Since entering the league in 2017-18, Debrincat’s 31 power-play goals 
are the most among Blackhawks players and is tied for 13th among NHL 
skaters during that time. 

Last season, he led Chicago with 10 power play goals. 

— Dylan Strome has at least one point in each of the two games he has 
played this season. He won 71 percent of his face-offs Sunday and is 
seventh in the league by winning 62 percent of his draws. 

— Pius Suter recorded his first career NHL point with an assist on 
Sunday night to become the second Swiss-born player (Reto Von Arx) in 
Blackhawks history to record an NHL point. 

— Patrick Kane is 10 goals away from hitting the 400 goal mark. 
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Will NHL’s series setup give Lightning that familiar playoff feeling? 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

BRANDON — Last season, the Lightning played the Blackhawks twice, 
three months apart. This season started with two games between the 
teams in three days, their first taste of the NHL’s new pandemic-focused 
schedule that keeps teams in the same city for consecutive games in 
order to limit travel. 

Teams are used to jet-setting from city to city, opponent to opponent, but 
this year’s format has a different feel. With teams playing only inside their 
division through the first two rounds of the playoffs — including eight 
regular-season meetings against each team — they’ll become very 
familiar with their division rivals. 

It’s a format teams will have to get used to, and the setup might play into 
the Lightning’s favor, especially coming off their successful Stanley Cup 
run. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper compares the format to miniature playoff 
series. And if that’s the case, Tampa Bay will be battle-tested. 

“It’s no different than prepping in the playoffs,” Cooper said. “You play 
your team. You see what goes right, what goes wrong, you make 
adjustments and then you get your chance of redemption right away 
instead of having to (wait). 

“With Chicago, we (usually) play them twice a year and it’s spread out 
somewhere in an 82-game schedule, and now we’re playing them back-
to-backs or the next game. So, to be honest, it’s one of those things that 
(you’re thinking), ‘Let’s make sure you try and get that first one in the 
series and then be greedy after that.’” 

Doctors Hide the Truth! Easy Way to Get Rid of Wrinkles at Home! No 
Surgery! 

The Lightning emerged from their opening series with two wins, 
outscoring the Blackhawks 10-3. But Chicago made some adjustments 
between Games 1 and 2, most notably inserting 21-year-old Philipp 
Kurashev onto the second line in his NHL debut, a move that gave the 
Blackhawks some energy early on. 

“You could get different looks over a short span against the same team,” 
Lightning defenseman Ryan McDonagh said. “For a defenseman, I kind 
of like seeing the same team twice. You get familiar with their lineup, 
some of their guys, and you play the first game and, yeah, maybe you 
haven’t seen them in a while, but to be able to play that second game in 
a short span, you kind of get a feel of their systems, the style they play, 
some of their players, their tendencies.” 

The sample size is certainly small. Because of coronavirus-related 
rescheduling, the Lightning have played just one opponent so far. But the 
playoff comparison played out against Chicago, when the Lightning 
returned to practice the day after their 5-1, season-opening win over the 
Blackhawks and made adjustments they could immediately put into play. 

“You can see us making changes (also),” McDonagh said. “We talked 
about faceoff plays and things that they did in the first game, things we 
tried to do better in the second game. So, it’s gonna be like that the 
whole year.” 

Interestingly, the Lightning’s next opponent is one they know well from 
the playoffs. They open a two-game series on the road against the Blue 
Jackets on Thursday, then play again on Saturday. 

After winning the Presidents’ Trophy in 2019, the Lightning were swept 
by Columbus in the opening round of the playoffs. But they bounced back 
to beat the Blue Jackets in five games in the first round last season, a 
series that began with Tampa Bay winning in five overtimes in Game 1. 

Just as playoff series can turn game to game, these mini-series offer 
teams the change to learn from the first game and carry it into the next. 

“Something that might have been there the first game, they’re going to 
look at that and they’re going to make switches and it might not be there 
the second game,” Lightning winger Brayden Point said. “I think that’s a 
good way to put it, kind of like a mini-series where you’re kind of making 
adjustments game to game and seeing what the other team’s doing and 
trying to either exploit it or defend it.” 
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No Vasilevskiy at practice, an interesting replacement and an uncertain 
opponent 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

BRANDON — Goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy was an unusual absence 
from the Lightning’s practice Tuesday at TGH Ice Plex in Brandon, the 
team saying it was for “body maintenance.” 

The Lightning haven’t played — or even practiced much — since their 
last game on Friday, a 5-2 win over the Blackhawks at Amalie Arena. 
Their games scheduled for Sunday and Tuesday against the Dallas Stars 
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were rescheduled for May because the Stars had to delay the start of 
their season following a coronavirus outbreak. 

The Lightning have practiced just twice during their five days without a 
game. 

Asked if he had any concern that Vasilevskiy might not be available for 
Thursday’s game in Columbus, Lightning coach Jon Cooper gave an 
unequivocal one-word answer: “No.” 

But with both goaltenders on the roster unavailable — backup Curtis 
McElhinney has been on the COVID(-19) protocol list since Saturday — 
taxi-squad goaltender Chris Gibson and goaltending coach Frantz Jean 
were the netminders for Tuesday’s practice. 

Even though Jean wore Vasilevskiy’s “Big Cat” mask as he practiced, he 
didn’t fill the net like the 6-foot-3 Vasilevskiy. Still, Lightning winger 
Brayden Point said Jean held his own. 

Surgeon Tells People To Do This To End Toe Fungus Tonight 

“He’s good in there,” he said. “If you aren’t shooting to score, he’ll stop it. 
He makes a lot of stops.” 

Both McElhinney and winger Blake Coleman were absent from practice 
on Tuesday, an indicator that they remain on the protocol list. 

We’re talking about practice 

It’s rare to have such a long time off between games, but it might become 
more frequent this season if there are more coronavirus cases 
throughout the league. 

“We’ve got a pretty good feel for the guys,” Cooper said about practicing 
just two days. “Our staff, we talk about this all the time, we’ve got a lot of 
different scenarios mapped out. We had a little time to figure this one out. 
It’s not like this thing happened right away. There’s a lot of hockey 
coming up. It was good to get those two games in, work on a few things 
that we need to address and see what we can do against Columbus.” 

The Lightning had previously made the decision to take Saturday off 
following Friday’s win over Chicago, then didn’t practice Sunday out of an 
abundance of caution following McElhinney going on the protocol list. 
The team practiced Monday and Tuesday and won’t skate before 
traveling to Columbus on Wednesday. 

Another lengthy gap between games could be on the horizon. The 
Carolina Hurricanes’ game scheduled for tonight in Nashville reportedly 
has been postponed because of coronavirus-related matters. 

After the Lightning play a two-game series in Columbus on Thursday and 
Saturday, they are slated to travel to Raleigh, N.C., to play the 
Hurricanes next Tuesday and Thursday. 
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Despite his frantic offseason, Stars aren’t worried about No. 1 goalie 
Anton Khudobin 

 

By Matthew DeFranks5:23 PM on Jan 19, 2021 CST 

 

When the Stars open the regular season Friday night against Nashville, 
they’ll ask Anton Khudobin to do something that he has little experience 
in doing: be a No. 1 goaltender. 

Khudobin — the sub-6-foot goalie with a cult-like following after his 
postseason performance — will take over for Ben Bishop, who had 
offseason knee surgery and is expected to return in mid to late March. 
Khudobin, 34, has been a backup goalie for most of his career, and the 
Stars hope that his (even temporary) transition to starter is a smooth one. 

The good news for Dallas is that it’s not like Khudobin is bothered by, 
well, really anything. Just consider his offseason. 

He had surgery on his arm to fix a nerve issue that caused numbness in 
his stick hand during the playoffs. Khudobin said he now feels strength in 
his hand, which is good with him. 

He tested free agency and returned with a three-year contract with Dallas 
that pays him $3.333 million annually. 

He had COVID-19 in Russia, knocking him out for three weeks and 
stealing his taste and smell for longer. Khudobin said he’s now two 
months removed from the infection, and feels fine. 

He learned how to work out in the snow in Russia since gyms and rinks 
were closed because his hometown was deemed a red zone for the 
coronavirus. “I had to figure out how to work out in the snow, which I did,” 
Khudobin said. 

He had an immigration scare when many American embassies in Russia 
closed and Khudobin was almost left without a visa. When he received it 
Dec. 31, he flew out 12 hours later, a late arrival to Dallas that delayed 
his training camp debut. “To be honest, I was panicking a little bit about 
my visa,” Khudobin said. 

Now, he’ll be entrusted with the net for more than half the season. Since 
he’s arrived in Dallas in 2018-19, Khudobin has been one of the best 
goalies in the league, ranking second in the league in save percentage 
and sixth in goals against average. He led the NHL in save percentage 
last season, and then put up a .917 figure in the playoffs. 

Prior to the 2020 playoffs, Khudobin had never started a playoff game. 
He’d only played in two postseason games, and only faced 13 shots in 
them. Then Khudobin made 744 saves to rank third all-time for a single 
postseason. 

“The experience in the bubble is definitely going to help,” Stars 
goaltending coach Jeff Reese said. “Nothing really seems to bother 
Dobby. He just goes out, he competes as hard as he possibly can to 
keep that puck out of the net. He doesn’t worry about too much. He plays 
a relaxed game. He’s a relaxed guy off the ice, very confident individual. 
He’ll be the same Dobby.” 

Reese and the Stars will be tasked with managing Khudobin’s workload 
during the season, figuring out when to ride him and when to give Jake 
Oettinger a chance in net. Given the condensed schedule and relaxed 
travel demands (especially pertaining to back-to-backs), Reese said the 
process will be similar to what the Stars did in the playoffs, with constant 
communication about how Khudobin is feeling and “if he needs days off, 
he needs days off.” 

“How do I like to play games every other day?” Khudobin said. “It was 
fun. You don’t think about anything. You don’t travel. Yes, it’s not easy to 
stay in the bubble the whole time, but at the same time, you’re not 
traveling.” 

Then add in the uncertainty that COVID-19 alters the Stars schedule, and 
it becomes tough for the team to plan ahead who gets which game. 

“I would say this to you anyway in a normal, non-COVID world, in a 
normal 82-game schedule, we’re going to go game to game, but we 
really are just going to go game to game,” Reese said. 

Brick walls 

A look at the NHL goalies with the highest save percentage since the 
start of 2018-19 (min 70 GP): 

Player Team Save Pct. 

Ben Bishop Dallas .927 

Anton Khudobin Dallas .926 

Darcy Kuemper Arizona .925 

Robin Lehner NYI/Chi./Vegas .925 

Andrei Vasilevskiy Tampa Bay .922 
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Stars roster report: From Jamie Benn to Julius Honka, who’s trending up 
& down? 

 

By Saad Yousuf Jan 19, 2021 23  

 

Welcome to game week! The Stars will take on the Nashville Predators 
Friday night to finally begin their 2021 season. It’s been a strange roller 
coaster of a journey for the Stars to finally get to this point, but they finally 
have a start date and an NHL roster to put on the ice. 

After 17 Stars players tested positive for COVID-19 since Dec. 30 and 
the outbreak halted training camp and shut down facilities, most of the 
team was back in action for practice on Sunday. On Monday, they 
participated in a full team scrimmage. In normal times, we’d break down 
what happened on the ice. However, media is still not allowed to be at 
practice, so we didn’t see what happened. All the clichés were in full 
effect when head coach Rick Bowness was asked to evaluate what he 
saw. Instead of leaning into that, we’re going to go through the entire 
roster and see how each player is trending with the season on the 
horizon. This can mean different things for different players, ranging from 
their prospects for a productive season to simply making the NHL roster. 
Let’s get started! 

(For sake of length, and with all due respect to the likes of AHL talents 
Tanner Kero, Adam Mascherin, Joseph Cecconi and others, we’ll look 
players in the mix for the NHL roster and some taxi squad prospects out 
of the gate) 

Jamie Benn 

Trending: Up 

The Stars captain was bound to have a new fit on the roster with his 
longtime linemate Tyler Seguin out for the first few months of the season. 
It just wasn’t necessarily on the top line given his play in recent seasons 
combined with new goal scorers emerging for Dallas. As it turns out, 
Benn is going to be right in the thick of it on the top line with Roope Hintz 
and Denis Gurianov. The 31-year-old can no longer be expected to be 
the top scorer on the team, but he’s still going to be orchestrating the top 
scoring line. His hockey IQ and scoring experience should be a huge 
asset to the development of Gurianov and Hintz. 

Roope Hintz 

Trending: Up 

Hintz got off to a very fast start last season, scoring at an incredible pace 
out of the gate. He cooled off, though, so the next step in his game is to 
find consistency. Additionally, he needs to be a bigger threat in the 
offensive zone and less reliant on the rush to find his goals. The different 
personnel skills around him — with Benn’s cerebral play and Gurianov’s 
raw ability — will provide a welcome balance. 

Denis Gurianov 

Trending: Up 

Gurianov’s primary adversary has been ice time. He needs to take steps 
to extend his shifts. The fact that he didn’t miss any time in camp outside 
of the few days facilities were closed is a plus because he doesn’t have 
to recover his conditioning. Gurianov also gained experience as well as 
Bowness’ trust after a full season and playoff run. He was the Stars’ 
leading scorer last season and will likely need to be in the mix once again 
for this team to be successful. 

Joe Pavelski 

Trending: Even 

Pavelski is going to be asked to assume some added roles in Seguin’s 
absence, taking some more faceoffs and having the leadership presence 
he’s so accustomed to having. Pavelski was signed before last season 
largely to help in the playoffs, and he did his part in the 2020 run. 
However, there’s going to be more on his plate this season because of 
injuries and inexperience on the roster. He needs to have a stronger 
regular season than he did last year. Not being the new face in town 
should help. 

Alexander Radulov 

Trending: Even 

Radulov is often the emotional engine of the team. It’s going to be 
extremely important for him to continue to serve that role but cut down on 
the careless penalties. This is a team without its top goaltender and faces 
legitimate question marks about the offense. Opposing power-play goals 
could very well be a decisive factor. 

Jason Robertson 

Trending: Up 

Robertson hasn’t played in a competitive hockey game in 10 months and 
is entering his first season as an expected NHL player from the get-go. 
He spent the early parts of camp on the fourth line with Nicholas 
Caamano and Jason Dickinson and has recently skated with Pavelski 
and Radulov as Joel Kiviranta works his way back into hockey shape. 
Both fits are interesting, but Robertson’s greatest intrigue comes on 
special teams. He’s on the top power-play unit and has the potential to 
be a factor there. 

Andrew Cogliano 

Trending: Even 

Cogliano is one of those players who doesn’t jump off the screen when 
he plays but is still an important cog (pun intended) to the Stars’ 
operation. This can also apply to the entire FCC checking line. At this 
point in his career, Cogliano is what he is: a respected leader and a 
reliable player who seldom misses games and does what he’s asked to 
do, with an occasional goal sprinkled in. 

Radek Faksa 

Trending: Even 

The recipient of a five-year, $16.25 million contract extension, Faksa will 
be relied upon even more this season than his role as the center of the 
checking line would indicate. It will take a group effort to make up for 
Seguin’s absence, and Faksa is absolutely part of that. 

Blake Comeau 

Trending: Down 

Like his linemates, Comeau would also be even were it not for missing 
the past two days of practice. Bowness said on Sunday that Comeau’s 
absence was for medical reasons and reinforced on Monday that the 
veteran forward is day-to-day. The media hasn’t been allowed at 
practices ever since the third day of camp, so we didn’t see what 
happened to Comeau, if anything. With the opener in four days, it’s 
certainly something to monitor. 

Jason Dickinson 

Trending: Even 

Though he doesn’t have huge upside, Dickinson is one of the more 
reliable and flexible players on the roster. He can float around anywhere 
in the bottom six and occasionally serves as a top-six forward when 
called upon. He can center a line or play winger. He’s going to be tasked 
with helping younger players on the fourth line, which will be crucial for 
Bowness to be able to roll out four lines evenly, which he likes to do. 
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Nicholas Caamano 

Trending: Up 

Caamano is the under-the-radar young player. While Robertson, Ty 
Dellandrea, Jake Oettinger and Thomas Harley steal all of the headlines, 
Caamano has been a nice little fixture on that fourth line. It’s his spot to 
lose. Caamano has made NHL cameos in the past. It’s time for him to 
make his mark. 

Joel Kiviranta 

Trending: Up 

Kiviranta has been a nice find for the organization. Beyond the flash of 
his playoff hat trick, Kiviranta is a solid player who has warranted a spot 
on the second line with Pavelski and Radulov. He’s one of the reasons 
why the Stars felt comfortable letting Mattias Janmark and Corey Perry 
walk in free agency. 

Ty Dellandrea 

Trending: Up 

Dellandrea was mainly in the AHL group for the first three days of training 
camp before the COVID-19 outbreak. He impressed when he was there 
and then took advantage of his opportunities when a bulk of the roster 
missed time in the past week. He needs to finish camp strong because 
from February onwards, his job is going to be in the NHL or AHL. The 
taxi squad likely won’t be an option, so he needs to show he belongs in 
the NHL. 

Justin Dowling 

Trending: Down 

Missing significant time due to the COVID-19 outbreak hurt Dowling. He’s 
always been a reliable bottom-line forward who is a good teammate and 
decent player. He’s a better fit as a 13th forward than some of the young 
guys ahead of him, so he could play that role or could be on the taxi 
squad. 

Riley Tufte 

Trending: Up 

Tufte got a shoutout from Bowness on Monday as a player who looked 
good in the scrimmage. In watching the first three days of practice, Tufte 
really stood out to me — at times even more than Dellandrea. Maybe his 
towering size has a little something to do with that, but he also just 
looked much improved from the last I saw of him in Cedar Park last 
season. 

John Klingberg 

Trending: Up 

Bowness made it a point to activate the defensemen in the playoff 
bubble. There’s no defenseman on this roster who fit into that better than 
John Klingberg. He’s going to take some gambles at the blue line 
defensively, but his offensive production will be a key element of this 
season. He knows this, and the coaching staff encourages him to be 
proactive, but he just needs to let it rip a little more than he does right 
now. 

Esa Lindell 

Trending: Even 

Whereas the Stars have a couple of flashy defensemen in Klingberg and 
Miro Heiskanen, Esa Lindell just does his thing and does it well. He’s the 
ideal partner for Klingberg and vital to the penalty kill. His value to the 
team is obvious by the ice time he accumulates. The Stars need him out 
there and could probably use a little more offense from him. 

Miro Heiskanen 

Trending: Up 

When asked on Monday if Heiskanen’s skating can improve, Bowness 
said he doubts it. That’s not because Heiskanen has reached his ceiling 
— far from it. Heiskanen just happens to be one of the NHL’s elite 
skaters already. Why, then, is he trending up? His offensive potential has 
not been fully unlocked, and that’s a scary thought for a player who was 
shattering records in the playoffs last season. But it’s the truth, and 
Heiskanen is still only 21 years old. Some things only come from 
experience, and he’s racking up a lot of it to pair with his incredible talent. 

Jamie Oleksiak 

Trending: Even 

Oleksiak is the perfect defensive partner for Heiskanen. He’s a big, 
physical force who plays sound defense and allows Heiskanen the 
freedom to do everything he can. The Stars just need Oleksiak to keep 
doing what he’s been doing in his role. 

Andrej Sekera 

Trending: Even 

Sekera is a lock as the fifth defenseman, at least to start the season. 
He’s a reliable veteran who showed improvements as the playoffs went 
along last season. The big question for him is if he can sustain it and just 
not be a liability. 

Mark Pysyk 

Trending: Down 

Pysyk didn’t participate in the scrimmage on Monday, and it was his first 
time back on the ice in almost two weeks. Because of his absence, 
promising rookie Thomas Harley has gotten a chance and looks to have 
impressed the coaches. Pysyk might be somebody who serves as the 
seventh defenseman. 

Thomas Harley 

Trending: Up 

All you need to know about how the Stars feel about Thomas Harley is 
that he’s been paired with Sekera in recent days. While Pysyk has been 
out, Joel Hanley is around and could have pushed for that spot. Instead, 
it looks like this is Harley’s spot to lose. We don’t know how he’s looked 
because we can’t watch the practices, but Bowness has spoken highly of 
him. Like Dellandrea, taxi squad won’t be an option for him long-term, so 
it’s NHL or AHL. Right now, it seems to be the NHL. 

Jerad Rosburg 

Trending: Up 

He’s been Bowness’ favorite player to talk about all camp long. From the 
start, whenever a veteran defenseman went down, Rosburg was the man 
to fill the spot. Granted, Harley wasn’t part of the equation back then, but 
the decision with Rosburg will be interesting because he’s a little older 
than some of the younger prospects like Harley. Rosburg could be a 
candidate for a spot on the taxi squad. 

Joel Hanley 

Trending: Up 

Joel Hanley is 29 years old and doesn’t have much more potential to 
unlock. He is what he is: a depth defenseman who can come in without 
the house burning down. He should be a fixture on the taxi squad, which 
is good news for him and the team. 

Taylor Fedun 

Trending: Even 

Fedun is another player who was hit hard by his extended absence 
during the COVID-19 fiasco. Fortunately, he’s a smart player and a 
favorite of the organization. He should stick around as a seventh 
defenseman or ride the taxi squad. 
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Anton Khudobin 

Trending: Even 

This will be Anton Khudobin’s first time going into the season as a starter. 
He needs to help the Stars get to March without drowning, at which point 
Ben Bishop will be back to take over the No. 1 goalie role. Can he do it? 
His 2020 playoff run provided the Stars reason to believe, but they’ll find 
out soon enough if that was a sign of things to come or if they had caught 
lightning in a bottle. 

Jake Oettinger 

Trending: Even? 

The question mark here applies because Oettinger hasn’t had the most 
favorable circumstances around him in training camp. He has flashed 
good and bad. He gave up five goals in the first scrimmage but made a 
nice save on Denis Gurianov and handled a flurry of shots from the top 
line. On Monday, Oettinger gave up six goals, though he played on the 
far inferior team. It’s fitting his stock is the lone question mark in this 
exercise because he is by far the biggest question mark on the team 
going into the season. 

Bonus: Julius Honka 

Trending: Down 

Honka really falls into the AHL camp of players we didn’t bother to get 
into here, but he’s a name, and so he sparks the curiosity of the fanbase 
in a way that someone like Adam Mascherin doesn’t. Honka looked solid 
in the first three days of camp but has since been absent due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. He skated around on Monday but didn’t take part in 
the scrimmage. He seems destined for the taxi squad or AHL, and 
potentially NHL mop-up duty. 

— Here were the lines of the two teams for the scrimmage on Monday: 

Team A (Green Team) 

Jamie Benn – Roope Hintz – Denis Gurianov 

Jason Robertson – Joe Pavelski – Alexander Radulov 

Tanner Kero – Justin Dowling – Joel L’Esperance 

Esa Lindell – John Klingberg 

Thomas Harley – Andrej Sekera 

Jerad Rosburg – Joseph Cecconi 

Anton Khudobin 

Team B (White Team) 

Andrew Cogliano – Radek Faksa – Joel Kiviranta 

Nicholas Caamano – Jason Dickinson – Ty Dellandrea 

Adam Mascherin – Riley Damiani – Riley Tufte/Tye Felhaber 

Jamie Oleksiak – Miro Heiskanen 

Joel Hanley – Taylor Fedun 

Ryan Shea – Ben Gleason 

Jake Oettinger 

— If your first takeaway from seeing those two groups was, “Whoa, 
Team A is unfairly stacked,” join the club. I wasn’t at practice, but I 
picture Heiskanen looking something like this: 

The result was as you’d expect: Team A won 6-2. I asked Bowness what 
the line of thinking was splitting up these groups: 

“We wanted to see the chemistry between the Robertson, Pavelski and 
Radulov line,” Bowness said. “We also wanted to put them in their roles, 
so we had the Faksa line, which is going to be a checking line, playing 

against the Roope line, for the most part. We had (Dickinson’s) line, 
which is going to be a tough, energy, grinding defensive line playing 
against Pavs’ line. So, we set that up for those roles. We wanted the 
Hintz line to play against checkers because that’s who they’re going to 
see a lot of this year, and same for the Pavelski line. We wanted our 
checkers to play against the top players to get used to defending against 
the elite players of the league.” 

— Mark Pysyk, Julius Honka, Rhett Gardner and Colton Point were all on 
the ice but did not scrimmage, as most of them were working their way 
back in after an extended absence. Blake Comeau remained out of 
practice, and Landon Bow was not present either. 

— You can’t expect Bowness or the players to give a full, transparent 
assessment of the scrimmage, but since we weren’t able to watch, here 
are some thoughts on how it went: 

“Yes, we saw that (raise in intensity),” Bowness said. “That was a big part 
of what we were looking for in the scrimmage and also the importance of 
keeping the same pace up for the 60 minutes. We’re really happy with 
both of those areas. We see some things that we’ve been working on; 
we’re seeing some improvement there. Overall, the intensity that we 
need there was there. The conditioning — we’re not going to get in game 
shape until we play games. So we can skate all we want and do drills all 
we want, but you’ve got to get out there against the opposition to take it 
to the next level, and we’ll start that process on Friday. But what we 
needed to see out of that scrimmage today, we’re all very happy with 
that.” 

“The pace was really high, and it’s nice to get a little bit more game-like,” 
Heiskanen said. “We don’t play before Friday and Nashville will have 
played four games before us so it was nice to play today and scrimmage. 
It went well. Pace was high and tempo was good. We want to play a little 
more physical at practice, too, because we don’t play before Friday. 
There were some physical moments … It was nice for me to get the legs 
going a little bit. I had some days off there, so it was good to get it going. 
It went OK — not the best game I’ve played, but it was really good for me 
and for the whole team.” 

— Heiskanen was the center of conversation today. Here are some of 
the gems that came out of that: 

Heiskanen is going to play point on the second power play again. How 
can he improve in that area? “Probably find more ways to shoot it and 
just get more pucks to the net,” Heiskanen said. “That is the biggest thing 
I want to improve on the power play.” 

When asked if the run to the Stanley Cup Final helped add some visibility 
for him around the hockey world, Heiskanen’s answer was classic: “I 
don’t think that way. Like I said many times, I just do my thing and don’t 
think about it too much what other people are all talking about. I just do 
my thing, try to help my team every night and, yeah, that’s it. I don’t really 
think about it too much that way.” 

Heiskanen says he likes basketball “a lot” and he’s “OK, not greatest.” He 
plays a lot during the breaks and offseason. His favorite players in the 
NBA are Golden State Warriors superstar Stephen Curry and fellow 21-
year-old Dallas superstar athlete Luka Doncic. 

Heiskanen said two players he watched a lot growing up were Duncan 
Keith of the Chicago Blackhawks and Erik Karlsson of the San Jose 
Sharks. 

Bowness revealed that after Heiskanen’s rookie season, which ended in 
the second round when the Stars lost to the St. Louis Blues, a bunch of 
reporters confessed to Bowness that they should have voted for 
Heiskanen for the Calder Trophy. Heiskanen finished fourth in voting that 
year behind Elias Pettersson, Jordan Binnington and Rasmus Dahlin. 

— The Stars are off on Tuesday. Bowness said players that have missed 
extended time due to being out with the COVID-19 protocol will have the 
option to be on the ice and skate to continue building up their 
conditioning. Dallas will resume practice on Wednesday. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Mike Babcock breaks his silence about firing, 
Marner, Franzen and more 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Jan 19, 2021   

 

Mike Babcock is stepping back into the hockey spotlight on Sunday, 
though not in the way he was accustomed to for 30-plus years. 

In fact, it’s the first time in 33 years Babcock isn’t behind the bench as a 
coach. 

The time away from the game has been “spectacular,’’ Babcock said. He 
and his wife Maureen travelled last year before COVID stopped the world 
and have since enjoyed spending time with their three grown kids. 

“We’ve had an unbelievable time to tell you the truth, and really 
embraced the opportunity to enjoy life,’’ Babcock said Tuesday. 

Babcock, 57, also had a blast helping out with University of Vermont 
hockey coach Todd Woodcroft. “Coaching the coaches,’’ is how Babcock 
described his volunteer gig. 

He’s now looking forward to his new part-time gig with NBC starting 
Sunday, his re-entry into the NHL spotlight after being fired by the 
Toronto Maple Leafs last season. It’s also why he is breaking his silence, 
agreeing to his first interview since his dismissal in November 2019. The 
timing is finally right. 

“I had planned in my mind that I was going to take a year away (from the 
media spotlight), that I wasn’t going to talk,’’ Babcock said. 

A year stretched into 14 months as the NHL delayed its 2020-21 season. 

“Now the season is going and I’m going to do a few games with NBC, I 
thought it was important to talk before I did that. So that’s what I’m doing. 
And clear any air that needs to be cleared.’’ 

There is indeed air that needs to be cleared. 

The Mitch Marner incident 

In the wake of his firing last season, a story surfaced in the Toronto Sun 
that Babcock had asked Mitch Marner, during the forward’s rookie 
season, to rank his teammates’ work ethic and the Leafs coach later 
shared the list with the players. 

“Yeah, that’s not how that happened, actually,’’ Babcock said. “I was 
working with Lou (Lamoriello) at that time, we made it very clear our No. 
1 priority was to make sure these young guys, Mitch, Matty (Auston 
Matthews), were going to be the best pros they can be at 23, 24. And 
turn them into the hardest working, best players they can possibly be. 

“So Mitch was in my office. We were talking about work ethic. I asked 
him where he ranked on the scale. And that was no problem, that was 
just a private thing. It was a good meeting, Mitch left. But then I was 
meeting, I’m pretty sure it was with (Tyler) Bozak, afterward. Bozy was 
an important part of our team. What I ended up doing — and I made a 
big-time mistake, I knew as soon as I did it — when we were talking 
about competing and I said, ‘Well look where Mitch ranks it.’ 

“Well, as soon as I did that, and he saw the list, I knew that I had made a 
major mistake. After the meeting with Bozak, I went right into the 
dressing room. I grabbed Mitch and said, ‘Mitch, this is what I did. I 
screwed you here.’’’ 

Babcock said he offered right then and there to Marner to air out the 
coach’s mistake with the team. Marner declined. But for those who said 
Babcock went into the dressing room and posted Marner’s list up for all 
to see, that’s not true, Babcock said. 

“Now, in saying that though, what I should have done in hindsight, I 
should have stopped everybody and said, ‘This is what I did to Mitch. I 
screwed him.’ Now, he didn’t want to make a big deal out of it. But I could 
have made a lesser deal of it,’’’ Babcock said. 

“But (for) anyone to think Mitch Marner and Mike Babcock didn’t have a 
relationship, or Mitch didn’t play great for me or anything like that, that’s 
sadly mistaken.’’ 

Babcock said when he confirmed to Darren Dreger and Elliotte Friedman 
that the Marner incident had indeed occurred, he didn’t realize the 
version of it that was out there. 

“The story wasn’t right,’’ Babcock said. “In the end, though, you do lots of 
things over 32 years as a coach that you’d like to have back. Have you 
ever had a conversation with your wife when two words come out of your 
mouth and you’d like to reach with your arms and pull the words back? 

“It’s human nature. In the heat of hockey, there’s lots of things said. But 
you try to create an environment that’s good. When you look at Mitch 
Marner and the time he spent with Mike Babcock, Mitch Marner was a 
player. We had a good relationship.’’ 

When the incident happened, Babcock said he talked to Lamoriello and 
Mark Hunter. 

“When this went wrong, I talked to Lou a ton about it, and I talked to Mark 
Hunter about it, and the way to handle it the best,’’ Babcock said. 

“And there’s no question that it was all on me. Not on Mitch. It was all on 
me. I made a mistake. My fault.’’ 

The Johan Franzen incident 

The Marner story was followed by allegations from Johan Franzen, who 
played for Babcock in Detroit and whose career ended prematurely 
because of post-concussion syndrome. 

It began with former Red Wings defenceman Chris Chelios going on the 
Spittin’ Chiclets podcast and alleging that Babcock had verbally 
assaulted Franzen during a playoff series against Nashville. Franzen, in 
a subsequent interview with Swedish newspaper Expressen, called 
Babcock a “great coach,” but a “terrible person” and a “bully,” saying he 
suffered from verbal attacks from the coach. 

Former Red Wings GM Ken Holland was asked by the Detroit Free Press 
last December if a player had ever come to him and accused Babcock of 
verbal abuse. Holland said no. 

But obviously, Babcock was aware of what Franzen said. 

“(Franzen) had unbelievable years in Detroit,’’ Babcock said. “He was a 
big man with great hands. When he first came here, we thought he was a 
checker and he turned himself into an unbelievable player. 

“When a player that you’ve coached says that about you, it stings you big 
time. But not only does it sting for that, if you’ve been involved with 
mental health like I have …'” 

Babcock has been an advocate for mental health awareness, beginning 
after a young man his family knew in Saskatchewan took his own life. 
Over the years, Babcock has lent his voice to the cause, participating in 
the Bell Let’s Talk campaign. So to have Franzen feel that way about 
him, it hurt deeply. 

“Can you imagine having someone say that about you when you have 
been involved in mental health as much as I have? Now, I’ve reached out 
to (Franzen). That’s not going to make anything go away. 

“It doesn’t matter what I perceive. When you’re talking about this kind of 
thing, if the person — whether it’s a co-worker, your spouse, your student 
— if they think that’s the environment, that’s what they’re feeling. Now, I 
sure wish I would have known about that then. And I could have done 
something about that. Besides apologize, there’s not much I can do 
about that now. But does it sting? Does it hurt? Absolutely.’’ 

It’s one thing having players sour with him as a coach because of playing 
time or being scratched. That’s all part of the game. But when it comes to 
the suggestion of mental abuse… 

“Nothing can hurt you more than something like this,’’ he said. 
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“Your whole plan as a coach, and your plan as a parent, is to provide the 
best opportunity for everyone to be the best they can be,”  Babcock 
added. “And that’s what you do to have success. And you can’t have 
success year after year in any league without a good environment. It just 
doesn’t happen. 

“So when something like this comes out, that hurts you. And it should. No 
one ever wants to be perceived that way. I can think of nothing worse 
than one of my kids going through something that they feel would be like 
this.’’ 

Coaches routinely tweak their approach between jobs. I asked Babcock if 
he would change his coaching style if he was ever back behind an NHL 
bench. 

“Yeah, I think what you do in the offseason every year is you try to re-
invent yourself, I really believe that, both technically, tactically, and also 
as a human being,’’ he said. “You try to surround yourself with the best 
people you can. But I think in today’s world, having a good sports psych 
person or someone besides yourself that is looking at the whole situation 
and can say, ‘Hey, it’s off the tracks here. It’s not as good here as you 
think.’’’ 

Babcock paused, before adding: “I love players. Do I push them hard? 
Absolutely. But in saying that, do you want to cross the line with them? At 
no time ever.’’ 

What’s next 

Will Babcock coach again in the NHL? 

“I don’t know the answer to that,’’ Babcock said. “It’s got to be the right fit. 
But I’ve stayed busy. My interaction with NHL coaches has been 
spectacular. It’s unbelievable. And I’ve talked to a number of managers, 
so that’s been a lot of fun. 

“I don’t know what’s next. But I do know there’s a shortened season here, 
everybody’s got a coach, the chance of me coaching in the NHL this year 
is very, very slim.’’ 

The Maple Leafs owe Babcock $5.875 million a year until his eight-year 
contract expires on June 30, 2023. 

So he certainly doesn’t have to coach again for financial reasons. But he 
still loves the game. 

He was interviewed for the Washington Capitals coaching vacancy in the 
offseason, along with Gerard Gallant and Peter Laviolette. Capitals GM 
Brian MacLellan ultimately hired Laviolette. 

So for now, he’s got three games lined up with his NBC gig, just getting 
his feet wet with that part of the industry. 

“It will be interesting,” Babcock said. “I’ve been watching games and 
preparing for my three games. That will be fun to go in and see if you like 
it, and whether you’re any good at it.’’ 

Team Canada? 

The NHL plans to return to Olympic participation next year in Beijing. 
Doug Armstrong is expected to be the GM for Team Canada. 

And before I can even finish getting the question out of my mouth, 
Babcock jumped in. 

“That’ll be unbelievable for someone, eh?’’ he said. 

Babcock coached Canada to Olympic gold in 2010 and 2014 and to the 
World Cup title in 2016. He absolutely loved coaching Team Canada in 
those events, not to mention having also coached Canada to world junior 
gold in 1997 and world championship gold in 2004. The Olympics are 
extra special but he feels it’s time for someone new to lead them. 

“It’s someone else’s turn,” said Babcock. “I can turn around right now in 
my place here and I can look at those championship pictures with 
everyone gathered around. It’s something you’re going to remember for 
the rest of your life. To be an Olympian, to have had success, to 
represent your country, and the relationships you built with all those 
coaches and managers, spectacular. 

“But also, we’ve got lots of great coaches in the NHL. Someone is going 
to get a chance and it’s going to be the thrill of their lifetime. What a 
responsibility at the same time, but what an opportunity.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Jets build foundation, comeback win over Senators an 
important step 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

January 20, 2021, 12:14 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- When it comes to building this foundation, the Winnipeg 
Jets are going to need to spend a bit more time tightening the screws. 

Becoming a more defensively-conscious and detail-oriented team was 
never going to be an overnight process for this group, but Tuesday’s 
rousing comeback from a two-goal deficit could represent an important 
step in that process. 

No, this wasn’t a defensive clinic by any stretch of the imagination, but 
the Jets stuck with it after falling behind 3-1, scored with the goalie on the 
bench in favour of an extra attacker with 77 seconds left to play and then 
earned the bonus point when Andrew Copp sent Nikolaj Ehlers in all 
alone on Matt Murray during the three-on-three session. 

Instead of having to listen to the outside noise that comes with a two-
game losing streak even if the season is just three games old, the Jets 
earned a 4-3 overtime triumph over the Ottawa Senators and quickly 
changed the tone of the narrative. 

“That’s the most important piece for any team, that the score on the clock 
doesn’t dictate your effort level, your compete level. Maybe more 
important than all of it is your belief,” said Jets head coach Paul Maurice. 
“That’s the foundation that’s most important to our team -- build that 
belief that the next shift can be better, the next game can be better... that 
you’re always giving yourself a chance to win. 

“Those comeback wins, the late comeback wins, have a really nice 
impact on your team, right? You carry those for a number of games, you 
always feel that you have a chance.” 

The Jets and Senators meet again on Thursday at Canadian Tire Centre 
as Winnipeg wraps up a three-game swing and the two clubs play for the 
second time in this three-game mini-series. 

Somewhat surprisingly, given his speed and skill set, it was the first 
overtime winner of Ehlers’ career. 

Or was it? 

Not so fast, says Ehlers, dipping into his memory bank while tossing in a 
side order of humour for good measure. 

“My first year here, an own goal against Colorado,” Ehlers deadpanned 
during the post-game Zoom session. 

Putting one into the proper net instead of sneaking an intended pass past 
an unsuspecting Michael Hutchinson back on Nov. 12 of 2016 brought a 
smile to Ehlers’ face. 

“Personally, it’s obviously very nice to not just get one in OT but get the 
first of the year,” said Ehlers. “The team, we battled our asses off to stay 
in the game and get a chance to get the tying goal.” 

Even one point was far from a certainty for the Jets after giving up a pair 
of power-play goals (one from Josh Norris, his first NHL marker, and 
another from Alex Galchenyuk) and an even-strength redirection from 
Chris Tierney before the game was 32 minutes old. 
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To that point, Adam Lowry had the lone marker for the Jets and his line 
with Mason Appleton and Copp was one of the only groups generating 
much offensive-zone time or pressure. 

But Maurice got out the blender for the second time in as many nights -- 
and this shake-up got the desired result. 

After reuniting Kyle Connor on the top line with frequent linemates Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler, the Jets produced an offensive spark. 

“That’s our safe place,” said Maurice. 

Thanks to a power-play marker from Connor (which was set up brilliantly 
by Wheeler), the Jets made it a one-goal game going into the second 
intermission. 

Connor is up to three goals in three games -- and he could easily be at 
five (or more), given the looks he’s had. 

“He hasn’t had a lot go for him around the net,” said Maurice. “With the 
chances he’s generated or getting, he could have twice (as many goals 
of) what he has. Kyle is scratching the surface here. He hasn’t been 
lucky here in his start and he’s putting up great numbers.” 

Then with the goalie on the bench in favour of an extra attacker, Josh 
Morrissey ripped a shot from the point through a double screen and it 
was tipped in by Wheeler with 1:17 left in regulation. 

That set the stage for Ehlers’ heroics. 

“He can be so dangerous, such a dynamic player late in a game,” said 
Maurice. “Just the speed to get into that hole and make the play that 
finishes it. We need him. We need him to feel confident and healthy and 
strong -- and when he is, he’s so very dynamic.” 

The most stable part of the foundation for the Jets to this point has been 
goaltending -- and that should not come as much of a surprise, given that 
the reigning Vezina Trophy winner is on the roster. 

After giving up three goals in the opening period against the Calgary 
Flames, Connor Hellebuyck has been brilliant over the next five periods 
and change, allowing only two markers in the next 50 shots that he 
faced. 

Were it not for the brilliant play of Hellebuyck during the second period on 
Monday against the Maple Leafs, the Jets would have been blown out 
instead of having a chance in a game they really had no business being 
in. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Galchenyuk hammers one-timer for first goal since joining Senators 

Jets backup Laurent Brososit held up his end of the bargain on Tuesday, 
turning aside 16 of 18 shots on goal in the first period and finishing with 
38 saves against the Senators. 

Last season was a challenging one for Brossoit, but this performance 
was one he can build on. 

Sometimes, all a backup needs to do is give his team a chance to win. 

In others, stealing the game is required. 

This one probably falls somewhere in the middle of those two categories. 

“Very hard worker, very dedicated. He’s a guy that’s always prepared, 
that’s the best way to describe (Brossoit),” said Wheeler. “When his 
number gets called, you know you’re going to get a great performance 
from him because he just works so hard in between starts. He prepares 
his body and his mind, and I just think he’s always ready. 

“We’re very fortunate that we have a goalie with (Hellebuyck) that can 
man a pretty great and strenuous workload, but even more fortunate -- 
especially in a season like this -- to have a guy like (Brossoit) ready to 
step up when his number’s called, when he might not get as many starts 
as he’s capable of handling.” 

Entering the busiest stretch of the season, with six games over the span 
of nine nights, the Jets weren’t icing an optimal lineup -- not with 
defencemen Dylan DeMelo (birth of his child) and Tucker Poolman 
(COVID Protocol Related Absence) back home in Winnipeg and forward 

Patrik Laine sidelined after suffering an upper-body injury that has him 
officially listed as day-to-day. 

That’s a reason, not an excuse for the loose coverage and slow pace that 
was evident in the Jets’ play during a 3-1 defeat to the Maple Leafs on 
Monday. 

After another slow start, it would have been easy for things to go 
sideways for the Jets on Tuesday. 

Rather than get bogged down and frustrated, the Jets dug in and found a 
way to elevate their collective level of play. 

“We were a way better team tonight,” said Wheeler. “Score wasn’t quite 
indicative of that, but we watched some video (Tuesday) morning, it 
wasn’t the way we want to play the game. It didn’t really fit into the type 
of culture we’ve established here in Winnipeg. Staying connected on the 
ice, helping each other out, giving each other easy outs, just those little 
things that make the game easier for everyone. We were much better in 
that area tonight, I think we felt good about where we stood in the game, 
kept clawing our way back and got some big plays at key times.” 

One of the oddities for the Jets so far is that despite holding a record of 
2-1, they haven’t actually played a single second of hockey with the lead. 

Yet, thanks to a pair of comebacks that required overtime, the Jets have 
been able to bank four of a possible six points. 

Chasing the game is not a recipe for success that can be sustained, 
though having the ability to rally is something the Jets will certainly look 
to build on as they continue the process of trying to build a stable 
foundation. 

“We have some things we can work on,” said Ehlers. “We haven’t had 
the best starts to our games, obviously, that’s something we’re trying to 
change. 

“But it shows that we don’t give up. If you’ve watched the games, you can 
see that. We find ways and we work hard to stay in the game and give 
ourselves a chance to get that tying goal and get ourselves some points.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Breaking down the Oilers' 1-3-0 start, whether it's time to 
panic 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

January 19, 2021, 2:02 PM 

 

It's early. 

If you're an Edmonton Oilers fan trying not to panic about a 1-3-0 start 
where the team has been outscored 15-10, those words are worth 
repeating. 

It's early. The power play will get going. The 5-on-5 play will improve. The 
goaltending won't sink the season. 

And on it goes. 

It's true that it's too early to draw any conclusions about where this 
season is headed in Edmonton, and that small samples in a four-game 
stretch can make things look and feel worse than perhaps they actually 
are. For instance is the power play, the league's best last season that is 
0-for-10 and a minus-2 in its past two games, an area of concern now? 
I'm not willing to make that leap yet. 

But there are only 56 games this season and the North Division is 
proving to be as competitive as advertised. There's not a lot of time to let 
things play out. Adjustments need to be made. Your competitive level 
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can't be questioned for very long, or else you could be in a tough hole 
before you know it. 

"You’re taking it game by game," head coach Dave Tippett said after 
Monday's 3-1 home loss to Montreal. "We're still trying to figure our team 
out. We gotta get our competitive levels up." 

So what, really, is behind Edmonton's less-than-ideal start and what 
might they do to fix it? 

We'll get to the power play in a minute, but most of the game is spent at 
5-on-5 and that's a key area the Oilers have been lacking to start the 
season. The 11 goals they've allowed in these situations are the most in 
the North Division, as are the 109 shots against they've surrendered. 

When McDavid is on the ice, Edmonton has controlled 61.11 per cent of 
the 5-on-5 shots. With Draisaitl it's 53.42. Contrast that with Kyle Turris at 
just 34.78, Jesse Puljujarvi at 42.86 and Joakim Nygard at 33.33 and you 
can see the third line has been a bit of an issue. The entire bottom six, 
actually. 

It was always obvious that Edmonton will only go as far as their top stars 
take them. When they have an off night, the whole roster becomes 
exposed. This was on display Monday night against a great defensive 
effort from Montreal, as the Canadiens were able to hold a shot 
advantage against Edmonton's top two lines. 

"I think we gotta shoot the puck more," Tippett said after the latest loss. 
"Montreal's done a good job around the front of their net and you’ve gotta 
pay a price to score." 

He continued: "I think we can shoot the puck more and we're looking for 
some harder goals. We're overpassing it and not getting enough 
sustained time in the offensive zone." 

Depth and 5-on-5 production concerns are a continuation from last 
season. The hope is that Turris will show more, or that Puljujarvi can be 
better at both ends -- perhaps so much that he gets promoted to the top 
six. The third line was a hopeful upgrade. That hasn't happened yet, so 
it's a contributing factor to the slow start. 

Monday's loss was a reminder that, despite some off-season change to 
the third line, when McDavid and Draisaitl are slowed the Oilers are 
probably in for a long night. 

And this isn't only on the offence. A full 60-minute effort, commitment to 
team defence and protecting the front of the net also remain concerns in 
the early going. There have been times when it's been good, but they've 
yet to sustain anything positive. 

"The competitive levels on defending; defending the front of our net, 
winning battles in our own zone, that's what we're having some issues 
with," Tippett said. "For the most part our team works hard, but there's a 
competitive level of winning battles. Winning stick battles, loose puck 
battles, and defending the front of your net. That's the area we needed to 
improve on." 

This was one of the takeaways after the Oilers were eliminated in the 
bubble, so it's not a great thing to hear at the start of the next season. 
Ethan Bear and Caleb Jones were already made healthy scratches. 

There were a few reasons why the Oilers lost Monday night. Montreal 
only scored once at 5-on-5, but clearly controlled the opportunities. 
Edmonton just wasn't doing the dirty work well enough. 

The goaltending 

I feel bad for Mikko Koskinen. His numbers aren't a great start (3.80 
GAA, .897 SV%), but he's also in a really tough situation. By bringing 
both him and Mike Smith back this was going to be a likely area of 
weakness for Edmonton, but the hope was that one of them would be the 
hot hand at a given moment. Now Smith is on the IR, 22-year-old Stuart 
Skinner is the backup, third-string waiver claim Troy Grosenick is in 
quarantine and so everything rests on Koskinen's shoulders now. He's 
started every game. 

In a division that houses Connor Hellebuyck, Carey Price, Jacob 
Markstrom, and Frederik Andersen, Koskinen is usually going to be the 
second-best starter out there. He's not regularly going to steal you 
games. And I don't think he's been bad per se, but when your team is 

struggling to generate at 5-on-5, and on a night where the power play 
gets shut out on seven opportunities, starting the game by allowing a 
goal like Alexander Romanov's Monday night can be deflating. 

Koskinen won't be winning awards and, ideally, he's working in a tandem 
rather than having to play so often. The goals he's allowed are under the 
microscope right now because the team is 1-3-0, but that's not all on him. 
If Edmonton's power play had been producing the past two games, or if 
the team defence had a better start, Koskinen wouldn't be in the 
crosshairs. 

The power play 

This is where the "small sample size" idea needs to be drilled hard. 

Edmonton was 0-for-7 on the power play Monday night and that was the 
main reason why they lost. It wasn't Carey Price in net, it was backup 
Jake Allen. The Oilers had their chances, caught a few bad breaks and it 
cost them. 

When they were trailing only 1-0, McDavid had this chance with the man 
advantage and if he scores, suddenly the whole game could have played 
out differently. 

Out of 100, this is probably a goal 97 times off his stick. 

As they did at 5-on-5, Montreal had a great game of getting into passing 
lanes and putting sticks on the puck. Especially early on, the Oilers had 
lots of opportunities on the power play and took shots. 

Sticks in lanes, on pucks. Montreal was just great at it. The big 
defencemen in front of the net. Forward Jake Evans was impressive on 
the penalty kill, too. 

Edmonton had the league's best power play last season and the players 
who drove that success are still here. It's bound to turn around. The fact 
is, when you've only played four games and your power play goes 0-for-
10 and allows two goals against in consecutive games, you've probably 
lost both of them, as Edmonton did. 

"That should be one of our strengths and it wasn't the last two games," 
Tippett said. 

And, just like that, you go from .500 to a 1-3-0 hole. 

What could change now? 

Lines. 

Tippett started the blender a bit on Monday, and gave power-play 
opportunities to lots of forwards. Tippett acknowledged they needed to be 
better with the puck on defence, and so it's likely Bear will be back in the 
lineup quickly. You wonder when Evan Bouchard gets his turn. 

Everyone is wondering about reunifying the Draisaitl, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, Kailer Yamamoto line. 

In the 317 minutes at 5-on-5 those three spent together last season, they 
outscored their opponents 28-8, according to Natural Stat Trick. They 
had a 188-165 shot advantage. 

Sure, that puts more weight on McDavid, but if you're looking for a 
charge then maybe it's worth trying a proven successful line, as your 
highest-paid player drives a more watered down one. When James Neal 
is fit to return he could line up next to McDavid again, at least for a 
stretch, to put a goal scorer there -- not a bad idea when you need goals. 
Zack Kassian is a candidate. And you wonder if Jesse Puljujarvi will be 
given a shot there. 

“When you’re not winning you gotta do what it takes to get the winning 
formula, so that’s what we’ll continue to look for,” Tippett said when 
asked about what line changes he'd consider. 

There's no doubt it's been a rough start to the season for Edmonton and 
any bad stretches will raise tensions in any Canadian market. We've 
seen it in Toronto until Frederik Andersen put in a solid game on 
Monday. It's currently also playing out in Vancouver as their top line -- 
among other things -- falters. But it is too early to panic. 

After being upset by the Blackhawks, we'd rather not still see the Oilers 
struggle with defence and helping out their goaltender. We'd rather not 
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see a full game effort or consistency come into question so fast. Those 
are worth keeping an eye on and could develop into festering problems. 

But other things will change for the better. Their power play was first in 
the league last season so better days are ahead. Draisaitl has yet to 
score at 5-on-5, a stat he finished fifth in last season. He and McDavid 
combined for a single point in two games against the Habs -- that 
represents half their season right now. 

The Oilers, so far, are who we thought they were. A top heavy team that 
overly relies on its two best players to produce the offence, hopeful of 
defensive improvement, and hanging on for dear life in goal. The worst of 
the downside to icing a team built that way is what we've seen so far, but 
almost none of the upside has been present...yet. 

"I think it’ll be good for our team to go on the road myself," Tippett said. 
"Just hopefully a change of atmosphere or change of arena and get out 
on the road and play some strong road hockey and find a way to win.” 

Edmonton has played all home games so far, and including the summer 
bubble, haven't played on the road since March of 2020. Maybe it will be 
good for them, but here's the thing: it's not going to start easy. 

First up are the Toronto Maple Leafs on Wednesday and Friday, a team 
whose strength is creating great scoring opportunities. It's sink or swim 
time for the Oilers, who could possibly be staring down a 1-5-0 start by 
the weekend. 

Then it might be time to panic. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.20.2021 

1182338 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Why Canucks' slow start to season shouldn't cause panic 
yet 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 19, 2021, 5:57 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – There is always a whiff of panic in the statement “this is 
no time to panic,” or else what need would there be for such a 
declaration? 

It’s like a lifeguard at the beach instructing us: “Calmly get out of the 
water.” OK, but why is she shouting through a bullhorn? And is that a 
dorsal fin over there? 

Four games into their National Hockey League season, the message 
from the Vancouver Canucks is essentially that they need to play better 
but this is no time to panic, which naturally causes us to stand up to 
better survey the landscape and see for ourselves if we should run like 
hell. 

To be fair to the Canucks, the West Coast has more or less embraced 
this fatalistic wariness for the last 50 years. Don’t tell us when to panic; 
we’ve had practice. 

The Montreal Canadiens, who visit Vancouver for three games in four 
nights starting Wednesday, haven’t won the Stanley Cup since 1993 but 
still lead the Canucks 24-0 in championships. 

The old-and-improved Canadiens just dusted the Edmonton Oilers 8-2 
over two games and look at least as good as the Calgary Flames, who 
swept the Canucks over the same span by the same aggregate. (The 
Canucks and Oilers split two games before getting trampled by others). 

Panic? No, not quite yet. 

But remember, the key to survival is not to be the last one out of the 
water. 

With the Canucks right now, it’s not one thing, but nearly everything. 

The team’s five-on-five play has been average during the 1-3 start to the 
condensed season, but was shockingly inconsistent during Monday’s 5-2 
loss in Calgary, where the Canucks followed their best period so far 
(outshooting the Flames 16-4 in the first) with their worst (getting outshot 
20-3 in the second). 

Goalies Braden Holtby and Thatcher Demko have been alright, saving 
what they are expected to save based on shot quality, but not more. 

Things get worse from there. 

• Although left winger J.T. Miller missed the first three games due to 
COVID-19 protocols, the first line with Elias Pettersson and Brock Boeser 
has had two superior periods and is getting regularly outplayed. 

• Pettersson, whose most astonishing achievement so far was getting 
fined by the NHL for Monday's slash to the clavicle of Sean Monahan – 
he would have been suspended had the lumber landed a few inches 
higher – admits he is frustrated and looks as troubled as he's been since 
the 22-year-old burst upon the league two seasons ago. 

• The six-man defence has three new players since last season and 
marquee acquisition Nate Schmidt concedes the transition has been 
difficult, contributing to a lack of cohesion at times in the Canucks’ zone. 

• Vancouver has taken more penalties than anyone. 

• And under-pinning everything is atrocious special-teams play that has 
both the 0-for-15 power play and 14-for-21 penalty killing ranked at or 
near the bottom of the league. Even with Tyler Myers’ largely irrelevant 
shorthanded bank-in on Monday, Canucks special teams are in a six-
goal deficit through four games. Only the St. Louis Blues are worse. 

After a breakthrough season in 2019-20, the Canucks' impressively long 
playoff run last summer and the ongoing evolution of their elite young 
stars, Vancouver’s false-start to this season has been fairly startling even 
with the free-agent loss last October of outstanding goalie Jacob 
Markstrom. 

The last time Canucks suffered this kind of whiplash was at the start of 
the playoffs when, so full of promise and inexperience, Vancouver 
opened with a doubt-inducing 3-0 loss to the Minnesota Wild. 

Coach Travis Green steadied his young team then, and some of the 
messaging to players on Tuesday was similar to that day-after in August. 

“A little bit,” Green said on a video call with reporters. “I talked about that 
today. Obviously, it’s different; that was playoff hockey and your feelings 
are a little bit different. But just the way we played yesterday and the 
loss, I think it’s similar a little bit. Our guys, they were pretty upset last 
night with how they played, which they should be.” 

Asked about some of the conditions surrounding the Canucks’ poor start, 
Green said: “It’s easy to dissect it that way and come up with excuses. 
I’m not going to make excuses. Yeah, we haven’t had exhibition games. 
Yeah, we’ve got some new players. You can make excuses or you can 
look for answers. Everyone is on the same playing field. We just haven’t 
played well enough. That’s the bottom line. 

“We can’t have half your team playing the way you should, and half your 
team not. We need everyone to play better. Certain players need to raise 
their game.” 

Green wasn’t asked to name names and didn’t have to. 

It starts with his top forwards and penalty-killers. Pettersson did not go 
three games without a point all of last season and the power play, which 
finished fourth in the NHL at 24.2 per cent, went four games without 
scoring only once. 

With last change, Green said he won’t hide Pettersson from the 
Canadiens. 

“Is he frustrated a little bit?” Green said. “Sure. It shows that he cares, 
shows that he wants to do more. He wants to play better. Would he like 
to probably change how he handled some of the frustration and not taken 
penalties? Sure. But he’s still a young player in the league. He’s learning. 

“Every year is a new year. Every year it’s equally hard to win as the year 
before. I don’t think we need to overplay him getting frustrated. He’s still 
learning and he’ll be better as he goes here. I’m fully confident in that.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 20, 2021 

 

The Canucks lost four games in a row only once last season. It was 
during the late-winter playoff race – after Vancouver had built just enough 
of a cushion to survive its slump. The urgency to start well in a 56-game 
season changes things. 

Week 2 suddenly feels critical to the Canucks. 

“Even an 82-game season, you don’t want to start this way, let alone a 
56,” veteran winger Tanner Pearson said. “It’s kind of... I don’t want to 
say more pressure than usual, but you’ve really got to think about turning 
things around quicker [and not] dipping your toes in the water and letting 
things play out. We’ve got to turn the boat around.” 

And keep one eye on shore. Just in case. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Why Avalanche traded Ian Cole to 
Minnesota 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 
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The most important is, “Are you okay?” But ALSO: Why was he the only 
player to opt out of the 2020–21 NHL season? What prompted his 
retirement announcement on Instagram late last week? And then, once 
the serious stuff was out of the way, is it true that he once asked an AHL 
coach for permission to miss a morning skate because he had an oil 
change scheduled at the same time? 

The 28-year-old starts laughing as he hears the question. 

“When you said you wanted to ask if some things about me were true, I 
had a feeling that was one of the stories. Yes, that’s true. It was my first 
year (as a pro).” 

What was the answer? 

“It was like, ‘What did he just ask me?’” 

In March 2016, Buffalo signed Nelson as an NCAA free agent from 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. The defenceman had four assists 
in seven games when he debuted at the end of that season. He’d play 86 
more NHL games, adding 151 in the American League. His first of four 
NHL goals came on Feb. 11, 2018 — during a 5-4 loss to Colorado. 

“Shorthanded wraparound by a defenceman,” he says proudly. “How 
many times has that happened?” 

To people who know him, that’s vintage Casey Nelson. Great sense of 
humour. Independent. True to himself. 

Here’s another example: Nelson’s a big cat person. He’s always been 
around them, and now has two — Randy and Gus. (Sabres assistant 
manager George Babcock once asked for a photo of them, and had it put 
up on the arena scoreboard one night after a Sabres win. Nelson still 
laughs in disbelief that that happened.) 

Whether he played for Buffalo or the Rochester Americans, if the closest 
hotels to the rink didn’t allow pets, he wasn’t staying there. It didn’t matter 
if he had to move 20 or 30 minutes away. It didn’t matter if the hotel 
wasn’t as nice. No cats, no go. 

“If anyone was going to opt out and retire,” one former teammate said, “it 
had to be someone like Casey. He wouldn’t be afraid of the unknown.” 

The truth is, Nelson is like a lot of people re-assessing their lives during 
pandemic times. What mattered beforehand may not matter as much 
anymore. When the AHL season was shut down last March, he and his 
wife, Ashley, immediately packed up and drove 17 hours to their off-

season home in Minnesota. The more time they spent there, the less 
Nelson felt the pull to return. 

“I’m 100 per cent healthy, but there were challenges near the end of last 
season,” he says, specifying two concussions. “I was not excited to go 
back, even though I was preparing to. I actually got the email from the 
Sabres saying how camp was going to work. 

“That’s when I decided not to go. I’m ready for something life-changing.” 

Now is about the freedom to pursue passion projects, like travel and real 
estate. He’d spend hours looking at the website Zillow, and wants to be 
part of that world. 

“I’m getting my licence. I love real estate. I love designing homes. We 
bought a neighbour’s property on Lake Minnetonka, and I’m excited to 
see what we’re going to do with it.” 

Nelson doesn’t leave with negative feelings towards the sport. He’s 
watching games as this NHL season gets underway. Brother Josh is an 
assistant coach at USHL Muskegon, and Casey sees coaching as a 
possibility in his future. 

But, in the present, he’s walking a new path. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. With the cancellation of Tuesday’s Carolina/Nashville game, will the 
NHL have to consider pre-game rapid testing? 

Each organization is split into different groups for testing purposes. 
Group 1 includes players; coaches; trainers; strength and conditioning 
coaches; equipment managers; massage, chiropractic and other 
performance personnel; physicians and dentists. Group 2A is GMs; 
assistant GMs; and other staff with access to Group 1. 

These two groups are given a PCR test every morning. Those are very 
reliable — more accurate than rapid tests — but take longer to process. 
Will a second option contain spread in cases where PCR results don’t get 
back in time for games? 

The NBA does both, and last week, in the midst of several cancellations, 
the league told teams a third daily test was a possibility. 

2. We’re seeing the impact of injuries and what they’re going to do to 
rosters. I was a little surprised Colorado traded Ian Cole, but they’re 
nicked up, and that wreaks havoc with roster spots and cap space. His 
trade to Minnesota for Greg Pateryn (with the Avalanche keeping 18 per 
cent of Cole’s salary), creates flexibility and the ability to bank room for 
the trade deadline. 

The numbers game is obvious for the Avalanche as Bowen Byram and 
Conor Timmins arrive. (Hard not to root for Timmins, whose career was 
halted due to a concussion in 2018.) 

Minnesota GM Bill Guerin knows Cole well from Pittsburgh. That’s a 
good blue line for the Wild as the remodelling continues. 

3. Apparently, New Jersey’s Tom Fitzgerald has a unique contract. He 
signed a long-term extension last year, but, when promoted to the GM 
chair last summer, was given a one-year contract for that specific 
position. We’ll see how that plays out. It’s early, but the Devils played 
Boston hard in taking three out of a possible four points in their season 
opener. Could have implications for them or possibly even Pittsburgh, 
where Fitzgerald worked before. 

4. One Devil who looked back to his old self: Miles Wood. Very rough 
2019–20 to the point New Jersey put him on the market. A return to 
previous form is huge for him — and them. 

5. Jeff Marek asked a really good question on this week’s episode of 31 
Thoughts: The Podcast: If the Dallas/Florida games hadn’t been 
postponed, would Keith Yandle’s consecutive-games streak have 
continued? 

Here’s the most complete picture I can paint: Everything dates back to 
last summer’s playoffs, where the Panthers were eliminated by the 
Islanders. The players were embarrassed by that defeat, knowing they 
played poorly and had to change the way they competed. Their exit 
meetings were blunt and honest. Yandle’s name came up as one player 
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who had to be better defensively, even from the mouths of his own 
teammates. 

No one questioned his character — it’s not unusual for Yandle to hand 
over his per diem to someone in the organization making less than he 
does — but his own-zone play was a point of contention. 

Florida definitely wanted to change its culture, make themselves harder 
to play against, and create internal pressure on its players to perform. 
New GM Bill Zito is no shrinking violet, coming from an organization 
(Columbus) that’s very demanding, and there were rumblings over the 
summer that Yandle wasn’t really in their plans, despite his no-move 
clause. 

To give you an example, there was a wild rumour the Panthers wouldn’t 
invite him to camp, which obviously didn’t happen and I’m not sure that’s 
even allowed anyways. The Panthers denied they ever asked him to 
waive, which Yandle confirmed. 

Where things really went off the rails is Yandle was very upset over the 
past couple of weeks because he felt his character was called into 
question — that he was made to feel it wasn’t about his play but his 
personality. 

At some point over the past few days, several teammates stepped up 
and made it clear they felt he should be in the lineup. While those players 
agreed there needed to be an on-ice attitude adjustment, they didn’t feel 
Yandle’s character should be an issue and were angry it became one. 
You could see how happy they were when he scored on Sunday. 

6. The next question is, where do we go from here? The simple answer is 
that play will dictate things. This story isn’t over. As an organization, 
Florida probably wouldn’t mind if the players used it as a rallying cry if it 
motivated them on the ice. 

7. Finally, on Yandle: There’s a lot of speculation that he would be willing 
to waive to Boston. I’m not convinced there’s a match, however. The 
Bruins have been extremely careful not to add long-term money. It 
doesn’t fit their current activity. 

8. This is 15-year-old Valdemar Andersen, Frederik’s younger brother: 

He’s dressing for Denmark’s Herning Blue Fox Tuesday night, as their 
regular second- and third-string goalies are both injured. Here’s Frederik 
for the same team as an 18-year-old: 

9. As you can imagine, there is grumbling from teams over the taxi-
squad/waiver-wire goaltender situation. That goes double for the 
Canadian clubs, who need to deal with cross-border 14-day quarantines. 
As I write this, I’m told there are no plans to make changes/exceptions. 
The Devils claiming Aaron Dell ruined the most 2021 storyline you could 
imagine. 

If Edmonton had claimed Dell, they could have kept him in Toronto until 
they showed up for Wednesday’s game against the Maple Leafs, 
possibly even starting him against them. Then they could have 
immediately travelled with him, since he was part of Toronto’s protocol. 
Instead, the Oilers have to wait for Troy Grosenick and Olivier Rodrigue 
to clear, which won’t be until they return home on Jan. 27 — at the 
earliest. 

One of the problems with a “group goalie camp” to keep people sharp is 
that it doesn’t guarantee avoidance of protocol. 

10. GM Ken Holland called Jimmy Howard about a reunion. Howard, at 
home with his family and happily coaching his children, appreciated the 
offer but declined. He is expected to announce his retirement in the near 
future. 

11. Connor McDavid had six two-minute-long shifts in his first four 
games, including a 3:21 whopper in the opener against Vancouver. 
Some of that is power play, and, in at least one case, there was a 
commercial break involved, so it’s not necessarily as crazy as it sounds. 

But it had me wondering who plays the most two-minute shifts. Last year, 
McDavid was tied for fifth with John Carlson (65 two-minute shifts). Top 
four: Jack Eichel and Oscar Klefbom (66); Leon Draisaitl (89); and Alex 
Ovechkin (109). 

12. McDavid, annoyed by his face-off performance in last year’s playoffs 
(43 per cent), spent a ton of time working on it during the off-season with 
Keith and Will Acton. Keith, who played 1,023 NHL games and coached 
for another 18, is known for his attention to detail. Son Will, a 10-year 
pro, played 33 NHL games for the Oilers. 

Keith didn’t want to discuss specifics — “That’s Connor’s story to tell,” he 
said — but word is McDavid made it a priority, and was determined to get 
better. He’s at 55.8 so far. 

13. I’d heard earlier in the off-season that the Oilers and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins were getting close on an extension, but that’s gone quiet for 
awhile now. 

14. Great timing award: seconds after one executive texted Pierre-Luc 
Dubois “hasn’t been himself in any of their games,” he scored against 
Detroit. 

15. I do think there are some very, very good teams in the weeds on 
Dubois, waiting to see how the Blue Jackets handle this. I’d be very 
curious to know what Colorado and Tampa Bay think. 

16. Pittsburgh’s been pretty clear in its interest in Jack Roslovic, who is 
waiting for a trade from Winnipeg. One source indicated the interest 
shouldn’t be tied to the Penguins’ first two losses. It’s something they’ve 
looked at for awhile. 

17. AHL Manitoba could be hosting some Vancouver prospects. Laval 
might have some non-Canadiens, too. 

18. Three games in, you can see how Kirill Kaprizov has breathed new 
life into the Wild. The late agent Don Baizley told a great story about two 
of his clients: Dave Gagner and Saku Koivu. Before Koivu arrived in 
Montreal, Gagner lined up for a face-off against him and decided to test 
him a bit. He slashed the Finnish centre, to see what would happen. 
Koivu glared at Gagner and slashed him right back. Baizley said that 
Gagner respected that. 

I bring this up because Minnesota GM Bill Guerin could see some of his 
players testing Kaprizov during their camp. 

“It wasn’t anything dirty or negative,” Guerin said. “They just wanted to 
see if he’d compete. He gave it right back. He’s got great enthusiasm, 
and guys like being around him.” 

19. One of the biggest changes for Joe Thornton (aside from mailing 
address) is his role in touching the puck. Per Sportlogiq, no Shark had it 
more in the offensive zone the last three seasons than Thornton, an 
average of 0:48 per game (2017–18); 0:39 (2018–19) and 0:38 (2019–
20). Through three games, he was ninth on the Maple Leafs, at 0:27. 

20. Mitch Marner on Thornton, to Sportsnet’s Shawn McKenzie: “He does 
seem like a 20-year older version of me.” 

21. Marner changed the flex of his stick from last season. Working with 
his long-time shooting guru, Rob Deveaux, the winger tested 80, 85 and 
90 flexes, before choosing the 85 version. His previous was 75. 

22. One longtime NHLer noticed a big difference in Ottawa’s opener, a 
5–3 win over the Maple Leafs: “When they got ahead, Toronto 
consistently had to go through five players.” 

That’s a big change from last year, and a positive sign. Another thing that 
was noticed? Austin Watson giving it to the Toronto bench late in that 
game. As you grow, you need some attitude. 

23. Credit to Sportsnet fashion super sleuth Kyle Bukauskas for noticing 
that Tim Stützle was wearing one of Brady Tkachuk’s suits arriving for 
Game 2. 

“The pants are (Tim’s),” Tkachuk said. “His suits are back in 
Mannheim…. He had to borrow one of my jackets, just tried finding the 
smallest one possible.” 

24. Two things coaches are concerned about as we get through this wild 
early start to the season: practices and staying power. We might never 
see a season with as few practices as this one. Travel schedules and 
rest time will limit them. If you think lack of structure leads to offence, 
then that’s a good thing. 
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As for staying power, there’s a concern about teams that fall out of the 
race early. I understand it, because everyone is competing under unique 
COVID-related stresses. Will those teams continue to compete, or will 
their play disintegrate fast? 

25. Gambling is becoming more mainstream. The NHL, along with its 
teams and players, hope to financially benefit from it. At some point, 
everyone realizes that means a clearer injury list and announcing starting 
goalies, right? The NFL declares its rosters one hour before game time. 
Maybe that’s the answer. 

26. In Game 1 against Winnipeg, Johnny Gaudreau’s offensive-zone 
starting percentage was 33. One game isn’t a great sample, but I 
wondered if that was going to be a new trend. After Game 3, he’s at 55. 
That sounds right. 

27. One theory for Elias Pettersson’s slow start: Calgary was the wrong 
team for him to face early. Jacob Markstrom and Christopher Tanev 
know him well, and made sure the Flames knew how to disrupt where 
and how he likes to get the puck. We’ll see if this is legit, but you have to 
believe he’ll get going. 

28. Early in the year, I always try to look at who plays the most five-on-
five without getting scored on. First-weekend leader: Shea Theodore, at 
61 minutes with zero goals against. 

29. In a Martin Luther King Jr. Day interview with David Amber and 
Anthony Stewart, Willie O’Ree told a fantastic story about Jackie 
Robinson. 

“I was playing baseball in my hometown back in 1949,” he said. “We won 
the championship that year, and the reward was to be taken to New 
York…. We went and saw Mr. Robinson play at Ebbets Field (the 
Dodgers didn’t leave Brooklyn for Los Angeles until 1958). After the 
game, I went down by the dugout, shook hands with Robinson, and told 
him that I not only played baseball but also hockey. He didn’t realize at 
the time that any Black kids played hockey. I said, ‘Yes, Mr. Robinson, 
there’s a few.’ He said, ‘Whatever sport you choose, work hard because 
there’s no substitute for hard work.’” 

O’Ree was playing for the Los Angeles Gulls in 1962 when he received 
an invitation to an NAACP event in honour of Robinson. This was 13 
years after the first meeting. “Mr. Robinson looked me right in the eye: 
‘Willie, aren’t you the young fella I met in Brooklyn?’ It made a big impact 
on me. Of all the millions of people he met over the years, he singled me 
out and remembered me.” 

I’m someone who tries and fails too often to remember names and faces. 
I wish I was as good as it as Jackie Robinson was. 

30. When COVID-related shutdowns began, staff at the NHL Alumni 
office made sure to reach out to every alumnus aged 70 and older to 
make sure the organization knew what was needed. Now it is preparing 
to unveil the next phase of its care program for former players — a 
platform known as The Locker Room. 

“Anything that makes tomorrow better than today,” said Glenn Healy, 
NHL Alumni President & Executive Director. “We loved structure: 10:30 
morning skate, 12:30 meal, 4:00 p.m. bus, 5:00 p.m. power play meeting, 
5:30 p.m. penalty kill, 6:40 warmup. 7:00 p.m. game, rinse and repeat. 
Some players hit the ground running upon retirement, but there are 
others who don’t. We need help and hope for people with functional 
integration issues. We’re not interested in the blame game, just hope and 
help.” 

Healy compared it to a kind of Facebook site for alumni to find each 
other, communicate in a comfortable environment. 

“No isolation for any alumnus. Connectivity worldwide.” 

One of the goals is to allow players to control access to their medical 
records by “locking them” in a secure location. That way, if someone 
needs a procedure or a second opinion, they will have control over 
sharing that info and making it more easily accessible to the medical 
professionals who need it. The plan is to start a test with 10 players, then 
expand it 50 more at a time. All the best — I support anything that makes 
life easier. 

31. Speaking of mental health, whenever I need a good, quick laugh, I 
check out the Instagram feed Pleasehatethesethings. It never fails. If you 
need something to ease a rough day, maybe it can help you, too. 
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A first look at the NWHL's ice in Lake Placid. (Photo from MStyle 
Marketing) 

 

Lindsay Eastwood @LindsayEastw00d  

January 19, 2021, 11:13 AM 

 

Lindsay Eastwood is a rookie blueliner on the Toronto Six, the NWHL’s 
newest franchise. She’ll be blogging for Sportsnet throughout the 
league’s bubble season, taking place from Jan. 23 to Feb. 5. 

The 2020–21 hockey season has had some turbulence, but we are now 
days away from a historical NWHL bubble season in Lake Placid, N.Y. 

When I signed with the Toronto Six in June, I had no doubt that we would 
hit the ice in November to kick off the season. Boy, was I ambitious. As 
the months wore on, I started to become more skeptical of a season 
actually happening this year. 

I got to witness first-hand the NHL pull off a COVID-free bubble working 
as a correspondent for the Tampa Bay Times in the Eastern Conference 
bubble. I must admit, the thought of an NWHL bubble season crossed my 
mind often. I thought the only way we — as the only Canadian team in 
the league — were going to be able to play this season was in a bubble 
in order to not have to go back and forth across the border. However, I 
didn’t know how feasible that was for our league. 

When we were asked by the Toronto Six staff for our thoughts on playing 
in a bubble this season, I almost couldn’t believe it. The idea of actually 
lacing up this season was moving from dream to reality. The concept of 
the bubble soon came to life, and before I knew it I was opting in to play. 
Commissioner Ty Tumminia took everything into consideration — day 
jobs, travel and, most importantly, our safety. We were even promised 
our full salary if we opted to not play, so there was no pressure for the 
players and staff. 

Needless to say, I was pumped. We’re getting to participate in history. 
Knock on wood – this is the only time we will ever have a season like 
this. After watching the success of the WNBA and NWSL bubbles, and 
seeing the growth for their sports through television ratings and social 
media, I am excited to see where this takes the NWHL. The recipe for 
growing women’s sports is essentially exposure and high-quality 
performance. This bubble season being condensed is an incredible 
opportunity for the NWHL to now take on the spotlight. 

With no fans in attendance, the league and teams have had to get 
creative with how they connect with the audience. Fans will be able to 
support their teams by signing up to have a cardboard cut-out of them in 
the stands and they will also receive autographs in the mail. All games 
will be streamed online, so there is an opportunity for everyone and 
anyone to watch and support no matter where they reside. During a 
tough year with not much to look forward to, this bubble season brings 
me a lot of excitement, and I hope it brings that same excitement to the 
fans. 

But it also brings me some nerves. 

When they announced the bubble, that meant I had to start really kicking 
it into gear on and off the ice. Having a set date for when the puck will 
drop really motivated me to pick up the pace as it gave me something to 
train for. Although, every hockey player knows that while you can be in 
the best shape of your life off the ice, nothing compares to being in shape 
on the ice. The only way to be game ready is lots of ice time and to 
actually play games. 
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Those of us here in Toronto really felt that turbulence, not being able to 
have full team practices for the majority of the off-season. 

As if being a rookie to the league, adjusting to the pace and the level of 
play wasn’t going to be hard enough — I’m nearing almost 11 months 
since I played in an actual hockey game. The thing is, though, that 
everyone is in the same position regarding games played. We will all be 
counting on our hockey instincts come game one in the bubble. 

With that being said, finally getting to feel that adrenaline of playing in a 
competitive game again is what I’m most looking forward to. That’s a 
rush that just doesn’t get old for me. Especially playing against a good 
rival — this year for me that will be the Metropolitan Riveters, as two of 
my former teammates and good friends, Allie Olnowich and Brooke 
Avery, play for them. 

The fact that we will be playing in the legendary Herb Brooks Arena sums 
up this entire season – a miracle. I have only ever seen the arena in the 
Disney film, Miracle on Ice, which makes me that much more excited to 
play this season. Given its history, any hockey player would be honoured 
play there. 

This is an event I am extremely proud to be a part of as I know how hard 
the league has worked to put it on. As someone who can recall blowing 
out candles on her eighth birthday wishing to play professional hockey 
one day, this season is definitely not how I envisioned it, but it’s a special 
one at that. Here’s to my first season as a professional hockey player, 
bubble style! 
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Leafs plan to force McDavid into taking longer routes 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Travis Dermott played with Connor McDavid during his Ontario Hockey 
League days with the Erie Otters. Now, he shares a dressing room with 
Auston Matthews. 

"Those guys have a lot in common," the Leafs defenceman said. "They 
don't come in just to do their job. They come in to get better and make 
everyone else around them better." 

The first overall pick in the 2015 National Hockey League draft, McDavid, 
and the first overall pick in 2016, Matthews, will face off twice this week 
on Wednesday and Friday. McDavid owns the bragging rights at the 
moment having posted four points in an Edmonton Oilers win in Toronto 
last January. 

"It is going to be a great challenge for us," said Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "We know that. It was a test for us yesterday with the calibre of 
forwards — even with no [Patrik] Laine — Winnipeg has and the speed 
they generate through the neutral zone. If you turn the puck over or you 
don't have structure, they are going to come through and be very creative 
and make it very hard on you." 

The Oilers are scuffling to start the season with one win in four games. 
Edmonton scored just two goals in dropping their last two games against 
the Montreal Canadiens. 

"They're going to be a very hungry team," said Leafs winger Zach 
Hyman. "We've got to be ready for them, ready for their speed." 

The Leafs have won three of four games to start the season. Toronto has 
looked really solid in the last two outings allowing only three goals in wins 
over the Ottawa Senators and Winnipeg Jets. 

"Our forwards are helping us out a lot," Dermott noted. "They're staying 
low and not leaving the zone too early so that's made it really easy on us 
breaking out. And then when [the other team is] attacking us out of their 
zone our forwards are tracking and getting above their guys really well." 

McDavid is a guy you absolutely must stay above. 

"If he's skating from their end with speed against our D it's going to be 
pretty tough so we rely on our forwards to try and get in his way at least a 
little bit," Dermott said, "make him take a bit of a longer route to get to us. 
That's been our game plan so far dealing with speed." 

Leafs excited to watch Matthews square off with McDavid 

The Maple Leafs discuss the differences and similarities between Auston 
Matthews and Connor McDavid as they prepare for a two game set 
against the Oilers. Toronto knows they'll need to limit McDavid's space if 
they want to keep him off the scoreboard. 

The Leafs believe they are better equipped to handle the likes of 
McDavid and reigning Hart Trophy winner Leon Draisaitl this year. For 
one thing, former Calgary Flame TJ Brodie was added in free agency 
and now plays on the top defence pairing with Morgan Rielly. 

"There's no question that TJ brings a lot to our team," said Keefe. "He's 
calm. He's steady. He's reliable in all areas of the game. Even when he 
had an off night like I think he did in Ottawa, he brushes it off and is 
himself and comes out and responds well. So, he's a very versatile guy 
who moves the puck well, defends well, has a great stick so we're 
definitely happy to have him." 

Keefe was asked how Brodie is making life easier for Rielly, who was 
victimized on an electric McDavid goal the last time the two teams met. 

"I don't know why we need to focus so much on the effect it has on 
Morgan," the coach said. "I think Morgan's making his own life easier just 
the way he's played this season. He's got a tighter gap, really worked on 
that. He's moving the puck well. He's skating really well. So, Morgan has 
made his own life easier the way that he's played." 

The Leafs also have a new, defensively responsible third line this season 
featuring Alex Kerfoot between Ilya Mikheyev and Hyman. That trio is 
certainly capable of eating some tough minutes. 

Hyman posted a career-high 10 shots in Monday's win over the Jets. 

"We were taking the puck to the net and trying to generate offence," 
Hyman said. "I didn't realize I had 10 shots until after." 

The 28-year-old seems to have an extra bounce in his step this season 
after becoming a first-time father. 

"It's the best feeling in the world," Hyman said with a smile. "I feel re-
energized. Obviously, you know, playing for not just myself and my 
family, but I got a little one now. It's awesome and it's always the best 
going home and seeing him after a game. It's been pretty special." 

Hyman welcomed son Theo into the world last month. What's the best 
parenting advice he's received from teammates? 

"Just try and bank your sleep," he said. "Babies like to be up, but my wife 
[Alannah] has been awesome and she's holding the fort down at home." 

Leafs' Hyman feeling 're-energized' after becoming a dad 

Zach Hyman discusses his 10 shots against the Jets on Monday and 
also discusses what it's been like becoming a father, after his son was 
born in mid-December. 

John Tavares is also off to a strong start this season. Toronto's captain 
has racked up three goals and three assists in four games. 

"He’s leading our team in points and scoring goals and making some 
very nice plays out there," said linemate William Nylander. "I mean, you 
saw when he came up the middle and pulled a little toe-drag backhand, 
which was a really nice sequence there. He's been phenomenal." 

Ahead of the 2019-20 season, Tavares was slowed by an oblique injury. 
He then missed time with a broken finger early in the year and never 
seemed to get up to top speed. He finished with a very respectable 60 
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points in 63 games, but that was down from the 88 points he produced in 
82 games in his first season with Toronto. 

"He looks quicker to me than he did at any point last season," Keefe 
observed after Monday's win. "He is skating really well ... whether that is 
on the rush or coming out of the corners in the offensive zone to attack 
the net or whether that is coming back into our zone, he looks to me like 
he has an extra step." 

'He's been phenomenal': Nylander loves what he's seeing from Tavares 

John Tavares is tied for the league lead in points with six on the season 
so far. His lineup William Nylander loves what he's seeing from his 
captain so far this season and Sheldon Keefe has noticed he's had an 
extra step. 

General manager Kyle Dubas added veterans Wayne Simmonds, Joe 
Thornton, Brodie and Zach Bogosian during a busy off-season. The 
Leafs believe they will now be a tougher team to deal with both physically 
and mentally. 

"I've just always been a hard worker and pretty determined skater," said 
Simmonds. "I like to get first on pucks. I like to initiate. I always say, 
'Initiate, never retaliate.' I like to be first to the body, first to the puck, first 
to the net and I just play that style. I grew up with four brothers and a 
sister and fought for everything I could get so I've always been scrappy 
and that's come out on the ice." 

Simmonds dropped the gloves to try and spark a momentum change in 
Toronto's opening game against the Canadiens and he likes how his 
teammates are following his lead. 

Justin Holl came to the defence of Frederik Andersen after Winnipeg's 
Kyle Connor crashed into the Leafs goalie in the first period on Monday. 

"It's great to see guys step up," Andersen said after the game. 
"Obviously, I don't know if you could see, but I wasn't really happy about 
it either. But, yeah, it was great to see. He let him know it's not 
acceptable and it's a good signal to send. They're going to have to pay 
for it if they come that close." 

Neal Pionk took a healthy run at Mitch Marner as the Leafs winger 
prepared to fire a puck into Winnipeg's empty net late in the third period. 
Marner didn't appreciate it and let Pionk know. Mark Scheifele then got 
involved voicing his displeasure with Marner leading to a scrum. 

"Who cares," Marner said moments later when questioned about the 
altercation. "We won the game. That's all that matters. That's all I care 
about." 

Winnipeg and Toronto will meet nine more times. That should be one of 
several compelling rivalries in the North Division. 

"As the season goes along, the more teams start to clash, the more 
bitterness you're going to get," said Simmonds, "especially when you're 
playing two, three games in a row against the same team, you're bound 
for sparks. Last night we handled ourselves well." 

'Initiate, never retaliate': Simmonds likes how Leafs are handling rivalries 

With seeing the same opponent so much this season, rivalries are 
expected to heat up as things continue. Wayne Simmonds explains his 
philosophy on the ice and why he always tries to initiate plays instead of 
retaliating to them. 

Keefe will stick with the same 11-forward-and-seven-defenceman 
alignment on Wednesday. That means defenceman Mikko Lehtonen, 
who played just six minutes and 41 seconds against the Jets, will get into 
his second career NHL game. 

"We liked what we were able to get out of Mikko and to be able to give 
him that experience," Keefe explained. "Having only one power play 
made it even harder to get him on the ice and get him some minutes, but 
we want to keep giving him that opportunity and that exposure. I liked 
how the 11 forwards flowed. There are some things about it that aren't 
great, but I think the positives are enough, especially when we couple it 
with the fact that it allows us to get Mikko involved." 

"Keefer did a great job with mixing and matching," said Simmonds. "I felt 
like I was in the game the whole game and being on different lines with 

Spezz [Jason Spezza]. I got a couple shifts up there with Johnny and 
Willy so Keefer did a good job." 

The key is getting Lehtonen more comfortable as the KHL import adjusts 
to the North American game. 

"Of course, everyone wants to play every night," Lehtonen said. "I wasn't 
in the lineup the first three games so I worked hard and stayed positive. I 
came here to play so it's fun to play. It felt good. I was confident and it felt 
good to get the first one done." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Lehtonen gets another look as Keefe sticks with 11-7 

Sheldon Keefe revealed the Maple Leafs will be sticking with the same 
lineup for their contest against the Oilers on Wednesday. He liked how 
he was able to utilize Mikko Lehtonen despite the lack of power play time 
and felt the positives of the lineup outweighed the negatives. 
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TSN.CA / NHL's Canadian teams are flying one-third fewer miles this 
season 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

If only, Winnipeg Jets coach Paul Maurice mused, the NHL could have it 
all – an all-Canadian North Division and fans in the stands. 

What a bubbling cauldron that would create: endless one-anthem nights 
to feed frenzied fan bases with rivalries that feel like more than just key 
divisional points are on the line. 

"The idea is wholly selfish … We have our own little tiny league here,” 
Maurice said Monday, before Winnipeg visited Toronto. “We’re not 
crossing the border, not going all over the place. 

“It would be fantastic.” 

Alas, Maurice will be hard-pressed to get his wish. A permanent all-
Canadian division is not feasible – not over an 82-game campaign. The 
rest of the hockey world (and paying rights holders) in the United States 
should get variety and the opportunity to see Connor McDavid and 
Auston Matthews, just as much as Canada should be able to have 
Sidney Crosby and Nathan MacKinnon come home to play. 

But the NHL may be on to something with the wildly popular North 
Division. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told TSN Hockey Insider Pierre 
LeBrun on Monday that the league has agreed to explore the results 
gathered from this season’s baseball-style schedule with multiple games 
played against the same opponent on single trips. 

If that style survives into next season, it isn’t out of the realm of possibility 
that Eastern- and Western-based Canadian teams could face each other 
more often than in previous seasons, when teams from those two 
conferences only mixed it up twice a year – once at home and once on 
the road. 

Because even from far and wide, all seven Canadian teams are flying 
fewer miles ever before with the help of this schedule format. 

According to data compiled from TSN, the average Canadian team is 
flying 34 per cent fewer air miles this season in a division stretching from 
La Belle Province to the Lower Mainland. 

Change in Air Miles 

Not only that, but the schedule’s rhythm has teams changing time zones 
slightly less often, even spending slightly fewer nights in hotels while 
playing roughly the same number of back-to-back sets. It’s music to the 
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ears of team sport scientists who monitor the health, rest and recovery of 
players. There will be less wear and tear this year. 

For instance, the Calgary Flames will change time zones 10 fewer times 
in these 56 games than they would have if last year’s schedule is pro-
rated down to 56 games. 

That is impressive for the NHL’s only division that spans four time zones. 

Yes, because of that coast-to-coast geographical span, the average 
North Division team is still flying more than the average team from the 
other three divisions, but only slightly more than the West.  

No division can come close to competing with the tightly-grouped East, 
where five teams (three New York-area teams, Philadelphia and 
Washington) are within driving distance of each other, a perk teams plan 
to take advantage of during the pandemic. The furthest flight in that 
division is Buffalo to Boston at 481 miles, which is just about the same 
distance as Edmonton to Vancouver, one of the shorter jaunts in the 
North. 

Average Air Miles By Division 

The average NHL team flies approximately 40,000 miles per season, 
according to data compiled by On The Forecheck’s Dirk Hoag. Teams 
also spend an average of 66 nights per season in a hotel. 

This season, Canadian teams will average 44 nights in a hotel, which is 
just below a typical season when pro-rated down for 56 games. 

There are still scheduling oddities. The Senators have the longest road 
trip of the season with a 13-day whopper; the Oilers, who are used to 
long and meandering trips, do not have one longer than eight nights; and 
somehow the Maple Leafs will log more miles than the Jets with five trips 
out west. 

Then again, the Jets will close with three games in three different cities 
for a decidedly unbaseball-like end to their regular-season schedule. 

It’s not perfect, but it’s perfect for this season. 

“All of the excitement that goes into it, the scrutiny, the pressure. Full 
buildings and a Canadian division? Now I’m just daydreaming,” Maurice 
said. “In our small little hockey world, this is an unbelievably cool event 
and I’m really glad I’m in Canada when it happened.” 
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