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When will the Canes play again? Will they make up games postponed by COVID-19? Here’s
what we know.
By Chip Alexander
Carolina Hurricanes president and general manager Don
Waddell said Thursday he believes the team will be able to
make up games postponed because of COVID-19 issues
and was hopeful the Canes could play again next week.
The Canes had five players Thursday on the NHL’s COVID19 protocol list: forwards Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen,
Warren Foegele, and Jordan Martinook, and defenseman
Jaccob Slavin. Carolina, which won two of its first three
games, has had its past three games postponed.
Waddell, in a media call, was limited in what he could say
about the team’s COVID problems because of NHL protocols
and restrictions, and did not say how many players had
tested positive for the virus or were in contact tracing.
Waddell said he did not know how the Hurricanes’ players
became infected, saying, “If we could figure out where it’s
coming from I think there would be a lot of sports teams that
would pretty happy. We look at every angle.”
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour noted, “We have guys sitting
in Nashville in a hotel room that can’t leave their room.” He
was referring to players in COVID-19 quarantine, calling it
“brutal” and saying he feels for those players.
Readjusting Carolina’s schedule, staying safe
The Canes have home games scheduled Jan. 26 and Jan.
28 against Tampa Bay and then back-to-back games against
the Dallas Stars on Jan. 30-31. Waddell said the league is
working on readjusting the Canes’ schedule and that it might
result in playing five games in seven nights. He said the
league will try to avoid playing three games in three days,
which can put the players at risk.
Brind’Amour said the players practiced “on Zoom” on
Thursday and were working out at home. He said he hoped
they would not be too far behind physically once they return
to the ice, although saying that was the “great unknown.”
“We all understood there was a chance something like this
was going to happen,” Brind’Amour said. “You just look at all
the other sports, it’s rare to find a team it didn’t affect in some
way or another. It’s not really about was it going to happen
but how you deal with it.
“That’s really what we’re going to find out, how we handle
this coming out. Are we going to be in tip-top shape?
Probably not. We’re going to have figure out different ways to
make up for the time we lost. It really comes down to doing it
right as best you can and that’s what we’ve always
preached.

“I believe in the group. I think we can find a way to get
through this. I think we’ll be stronger in a lot of ways. I don’t
think we’ll be too adversely affected.”
While the players on the COVID list are in quarantine the
Canes’ plan is to recall players who have some NHL
experience. Staal could return Thursday.
Rapid coronavirus testing machines at PNC Arena
The NHL on Wednesday announced that the Canes’ two
games this week against the Florida Panthers at PNC Arena
had been postponed. The postponements were announced a
day after the league postponed the Hurricanes’ Tuesday
night game in Nashville against the Predators.
The Canes’ training facility has been closed by the league.
Waddell said he hoped the facility might be available by the
weekend to “do some things” although not with a full team.
Waddell said rapid testing machines for coronavirus were
being been installed in PNC Arena. The players will be
spaced out in the locker room area.
“I think we’ve done everything we can possibly do and you
just can’t control it,” he said. “We have to figure out how to
get it out of the locker room and make sure we keep our
environment safe for our players.”
The Hurricanes became the first NHL team to have games
postponed for COVID reasons since the regular season
began last week. The Dallas Stars had their regular-season
schedule reworked after a cluster of COVID cases during
training camp.
No NHL team other than the Hurricanes had more than two
players on the COVID list on Tuesday. The NHL report is
released each day after 5 p.m.
NHL’s COVID protocol
The NHL is listing players this season that are not available
and termed “COVID protocol related absences.” Being
placed on the list does not indicate that a positive test for
coronavirus has been confirmed, although that can be one
reason for the reported absence.
An initial positive test might remain unconfirmed. Those with
COVID symptoms could be in isolation. A player could be in
quarantine and considered a high-risk close contact. There
could be a quarantine for travel.
When a player tests positive, they must self-isolate and the
team is instructed to conduct contact tracing. If the player’s
second test is negative he is required to test negative again
for two consecutive days before being removed from the
league’s protocol.
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Hurricanes address ‘great unknown’ after COVID-19 game postponements
By Sara Civian
After four Hurricanes (Jordan Martinook, Warren Foegele,
Teuvo Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin) joined captain Jordan
Staal on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list Tuesday — and
after at least three tested positive — the league has
announced that all Hurricanes games will be postponed
through at least Jan. 23. The Canes’ game in Nashville on
Tuesday night was already postponed, and now they’ll miss
what would’ve been the home opener Thursday and a
matinee Saturday against the Panthers.
The last game they played was a 4-2 win over the Predators
on Monday.
“Right now it’s day-to-day. Right now (training facilities) are
closed,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said
Thursday. “Every night there’s a call with our medical
directors and the league’s medical directors, and it’s
discussed on a nightly basis. Right now I envision (training
facilities) being closed for the next day or so. But we’re
hoping we can start doing some things (by the weekend).
Maybe it won’t be the full team, but some things, start
ramping up to a full practice, then get ready to play by next
week.”
But for now, and at least a “day or so,” they wait.
“That’s the kind of great unknown,” coach Rod Brind’Amour
said Thursday. “We were just kind of getting rolling, and now
however long we’re out for, not being able to practice, will
determine (how big of a setback this is). We’re going to try to
do the best we can. We just got off a Zoom meeting, and I
told the guys we’re business as usual as far as — today we
had a practice on Zoom, now they gotta figure out a way to
stay in shape. (Strength and conditioning coach) Bill
Burniston‘s been traveling around dropping bikes off, and
we’re making the best of this situation. But I don’t know (how
much of a setback this will be). Who knows? we’ll find out.”
As for rescheduling games, Waddell says despite all the
league’s postponed games involving Central Division teams
thus far, there’s been no talk about canceling games yet.
Waddell said playing every game is still doable, and he was
on a call with the league and schedule-makers Thursday
morning discussing options. He said that they’re looking at a

five-games-in-seven-days-type scenario but that all sides
want to avoid three-in-threes at all costs.
Right now, the NHL is not providing or funding rapid (POC)
tests, but the situation with the Hurricanes has prompted a
discussion among league execs around their
implementation. The NBA, for example, uses both PCR and
rapid tests leaguewide and is discussing using local testing
in each team’s city in case there are transportation issues
with tests.
The Hurricanes said they are now funding their own rapid
testing that recently arrived at PNC Arena.
“Well, we have it in our building now. We just got the
machines the other day,” Waddell said. “The whole plan was
to test officials and off-ice personnel people when they come
in the building. We will have to use it when we come out of
this quarantine. As far as for long-term what the plan is for
the NHL, they haven’t said, ‘This is something we’re going to
do,’ but I know the machines have been installed, and we
have them now in PNC Arena, and we’ll see what protocols
the league sets up going forward.”
“I think the (league) has done the best they can. I think
everybody has, to be quite honest,” Brind’Amour added.
“There’s so much unknown, and you always want to err on
the side of caution. We’ve done all the protocols. We’ve tried.
Obviously, it didn’t matter. It got into our room. We’re just
trying the best we can to follow everything the people who
know what they’re talking about is telling us.
“I think we all understood there was a chance something like
this was going to happen. It’s not really about, ‘Was it gonna
happen?’ It’s how you deal with it, and that’s really what
we’re going to find out: how we handle this. Coming out, are
we gonna be in tip-top shape? Probably not. We’re going to
have to figure out ways to make up for the time we’ve lost,
and we’ll find out. It really just comes down to doing it right,
best we can, and that’s kind of what we’ve always preached
anyway. This isn’t ideal for anybody. We’ve got guys sitting
in Nashville right now in a hotel room that can’t leave their
rooms. It’s brutal. But at the end of the day, we’re still pretty
lucky that we’re even talking about playing a game. I think
that’ll win out in the end.”
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Hurricanes, with season on hold due to COVID-19, try to navigate NHL’s protocol
By Cory Lavalette
The NHL paused the Carolina Hurricanes’ season Tuesday
after four players joined team captain Jordan Staal in the
league’s COVID-19 protocol.
On Thursday, general manager Don Waddell and coach Rod
Brind’Amour met with the media via Zoom to offer an update
after three games — Tuesday’s in Nashville and Carolina’s
first two upcoming home games on Thursday and Saturday
against Florida — were postponed due to positive tests on
the team.
“There’s so much unknown and you always want to, I think,
err on the side of caution,” Brind’Amour said. “I think we’ve
done all the protocols. We’ve tried. I think we’ve done a great
job. Obviously, it didn’t matter. You know, it got into our
room.
“So I think we’re just trying the best we can to follow
everything that people that know what they’re talking about
(are) telling us. We’re listening. … I think we’ve done the
best we can.”
Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and
Teuvo Teravainen were all added to the COVID protocol
Tuesday, and Brind’Amour said all four stayed behind in
Nashville in their hotel rooms as part of their quarantine, per
league rules.
“We got guys sitting in Nashville right now in a hotel room;
they can’t leave the room,” Brind’Amour said. “You know, it’s
brutal. I feel for these guys.”
Staal played in the Hurricanes’ season opener but missed
their second and third game after being placed in the
protocol. He is still listed as being on the league’s list.
The NHL does not release which players have tested
positive, only that they are in the protocol. Other reasons for
being placed in the protocol include contact tracing, COVIDlike symptoms and an unconfirmed positive test.
Teravainen played sparingly in the final two periods of
Monday’s win in Detroit, and Brind’Amour said after the
game that the winger “tweaked something,” which is why he
played just 9:08 for the game. When Teravainen showed up
as one of the players on the COVID list, it raised speculation
that he was suffering from symptoms during the game yet
remained on the bench and played on the power play.
Brind’Amour said Thursday that Teravainen was limited
because of injury, not COVID symptoms.
“I think that was just an in-game thing that he didn’t feel good
about,” Brind’Amour said. “And when you’re playing so many
games — or at least you’re preparing like you’re going to

play so many games — you just don’t want to push guys
through stuff that could really take them out for a long time.”
Before the Hurricanes can worry about the early-season
bumps and bruises, Carolina must shake off its COVID
issues if the team is going to resume practicing and playing.
The Hurricanes’ facilities are currently closed due to the
outbreak, meaning the team can not practice or work out
together.
“Today we had practice, but it was practice on Zoom,”
Brind’Amour said. “We got that done, and now they’ve got to
figure a way to stay in shape on their own. (Strength coach)
Bill Burniston has been out traveling around dropping bikes
off. We’re making the best of this situation.”
Waddell is hopeful the team can reopen to the players in the
coming days, and the Hurricanes and the league are in
contact daily about how to proceed.
“I envision it being closed for the next day or so,” Waddell
said. “But we’re hoping that by the time we get here toward
the weekend, we can start doing some things. Maybe it won’t
be a full team, but start doing some things and ramping back
up to full practice, and then get ready to play next week.”
Currently, the Hurricanes are next scheduled to play
Tuesday at home against Tampa Bay Lightning. The NHL’s
protocol calls for varying steps to be taken for players to
become eligible to return to practice and for games,
depending on why they have been placed on the list.
The Washington Capitals were fined $100,000 by the league
after four players, including captain Alexander Ovechkin,
were placed in the COVID protocol and found to have
violated league rules for congregating together in a hotel
room. The Capitals have not yet had any games postponed.
Waddell said the Hurricanes had followed league rules and
“spared no expense” in trying to prevent an outbreak.
“We think we’ve done everything we possibly can do, and
you just can’t control it,” Waddell said. “We see what’s going
on in our country, in our world. Sometimes you just can’t
control it. So now we’ve got to try to figure out how to get it
out of the locker room and continue to look at avenues to
make sure we keep the environment safe for our players.”
Once that happens, the NHL and the Hurricanes will have to
work to reschedule at least three games — or more, if
necessary — into an already crowded schedule. While
finding time to host games at PNC Arena won’t be a problem
— no other events, aside from NC State’s men’s basketball,
are being held there — Waddell said the team might have to
play five games in seven nights to catch up and keep the
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league on course for its targeted end of the regular season
on May 8.
The possibility of playing three games in three nights isn’t off
the table — the Red Wings did so near the end of the 201617 season after their December game with Hurricanes was
postponed because of a compressor issue at PNC Arena —
but both the NHL and the Hurricanes view that as a last
resort.

“I think it’s the league’s strong opinion, and I think most
teams would agree, that three-in-three puts your players at
risk for more injuries,” Waddell said. “It’s a lot of wear and
tear on your body. … Right now, we’re avoiding it, and I think
the league’s going to do everything it can to avoid it.”
Avoiding the ongoing pandemic has proven to be not as
simple.

Hurricanes reshuffling the schedule, practicing over Zoom as they try to make the best of
COVID shutdown
By Lauren Brownlow
A week ago, the Carolina Hurricanes were readying to open
their season and excited about what was to come.
A week later, five players are on the NHL's COVID protocol
list, their practice facility has been shut down for the time
being and three games have been postponed.
The virus often spreads quickly when it gets into a confined
space, and in spite of all the precautions the Hurricanes felt
like they were taking, that's exactly what happened.
"(Head coach Rod Brind'Amour) and I have talked about this
thing until we're blue in the face with our trainer and
everything else," Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said when he
and Brind'Amour met with the media remotely on Thursday.
"We've actually gone as far as, we have these guns that we
take on the roads that are sanitizing guns. We bar no
expense. We don't think we've overlooked anything to date.
"That doesn't mean that we can't do things better. We always
look for other options. But we've taken all the safeguards,
like spreading players out in the locker room. If you came out
at training camp, we were using our video room as a second
locker room just so that we didn't have more than 10 guys in
the locker room together. I think we've done everything we
possibly can do. You just can't control this. We see what's
going on in our country and our world, sometimes you just
can't control it. So the best thing now, we've got to try to
figure out how to get it out of the locker room and continue to
look at avenues to make sure we keep our environment safe
for our players."
The protocol list does not mean that the players tested
positive — some could be close contacts of a positive case
— but with five players on that list for the Hurricanes now, it's
clear that at least a few of the players on the list have the
virus. And while some NHL teams have played games with
multiple players on the protocol list as the Hurricanes have, it
seemed clear that the number of positive cases merited
enough alarm to shut the team's activities down to ensure
the virus didn't spread further.
"The concern is when you have that many players at one
time that are either positive or in contact tracing, the fear is

that it could come through the locker room. That's why the
league made the decision with our doctors, the league
doctors, that it would be better to take these days and just
shut it down, let's get it out of our locker room so we can
resume our schedule here in the near future," Waddell said.
The Hurricanes are far from the only NHL team that have
been impacted by COVID. The Dallas Stars have not yet
played this season after six playres and two staffers tested
positive for COVID-19 in early January. The Washington
Capitals have four players on the COVID-19 protocol list and
has been fined $100,000 by the NHL for violations of the
league's safety guidelines.
"I think (the NHL has) done the best they can. I think
everybody has, to be quite honest. There's so much
unknown. You always want to, I think, err on the side of
caution," Brind'Amour said.
"We've done all the protocols. We've tried. I think we've done
a great job. Obviously, it didn't matter. It got into our room. I
think we're just trying as best we can to follow everything —
the people that know what they're talking about, what they're
telling us, we're listening. That's all I can comment on. If
you're asking me if there's things to do different, I don't know.
I think we've done the best that we can and I think the league
has done the best job that they can possibly do."
Waddell said that unlike the Capitals, the Hurricanes have
not been given any indication by the league that they will
face any fines, and the team doesn't think that they will.
And that's the insidious nature of the virus — while
carelessness can lead to its spread, sometimes it doesn't.
While caution can help prevent its spread, sometimes
caution isn't enough. And in spite of everything that the
Hurricanes have done, including trying to trace the origin of
the outbreak, it remains a mystery.
"We have a contact tracer person that's identified to do —
any time there's any kind of COVID notice, they do contact
tracing to see where players have been, how much time they
spent with players. We have reports to fill out," Waddell
said. "As Rod said, we've done everything. That locker room
has been wearing their masks, they've been doing
everything. The one thing we can't control is obviously on the
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ice when guys are playing. But other times than that, we've
followed all the protocols.
"We were on the road, at dinners, you're at an eight-foot
table with three people max at a table. Most of the time it's
only two because people are staggering, coming and going.
You have protocols you have to follow, you have follow-up to
do with the league. Everything that has happened with our
team, we filed all the paperwork and it hasn't been an issue
on our end."
Now that COVID has arrived, though, the team has to deal
with it. That means a lot of logistical hurdles, like
rescheduling postponed games into already-tight windows. It
means keeping the players physically ready, which
Brind'Amour said has included strength and conditioning
coach Bill Burniston delivering exercise bikes to the homes
of players. It means, according to Brind'Amour, that there are
still Hurricanes players that have been forced to stay inside
of their hotel rooms in Nashville, where they were preparing
to play the second of a two-game series before it was
postponed after more positive tests.
As of right now, the team still does not know when it will
return to practice, much less when it will play again. The next
game the Hurricanes conceivably could play as scheduled is
Tuesday, January 26. But they're still not even allowed to
practice.
"Obviously, depending on how long we're out for not being
able to practice kind of determines all of that. So we're going
to try to do the best we can," Brind'Amour said. "We're
making the best of this situation."
"Right now, it's day to day," Waddell said. "We're closed.
Every night, there's a 6:00 or 7:00 call with our medical
directors and the league's medical directors. It's discussed
on a nightly basis.
"I envision it being closed for the next day or so, but we're
hoping that by the time we get here toward the weekend that
we could start doing some things. Maybe it won't be a full
team, but start doing some things and ramp it back up to full
practice and then getting ready to play next week."
As for rescheduling games, Waddell doesn't foresee that
being an issue. He didn't share any new dates, but he said
that there are places to put the games that the team has
missed so far and further shifts in the schedule may also
occur as a result.
"We all know we're going to go through some periods where
you might have to play five games in seven nights. In a
normal season, we're playing (every) 2.4 days and this year
we're playing 2.1, so it wasn't crazy compared to a regular
season but it's going to get crazier now as we try to fit in
games. But I think they're all doable," Waddell said. "We just

don't know what else is going to happen. Hopefully, we don't
have too many more cancellations not only from us, but it's
been all in our Division so far, all the games canceled. So far
though, we've been able to find places for the games that we
have canceled."
NC State basketball, which also uses PNC Arena, has been
on a COVID pause of its own. But Waddell said there's no
conflict there because there are no other events at PNC
Arena due to the pandemic, so there are plenty of open
dates for both teams to choose from.
One thing the Hurricanes want to avoid is having to play
three games in three nights.
"I'm never going to say that we won't play it because it might
be out of our control, but the conversations I had with the
league today, they want to avoid (three games in three
nights) with everybody. So we're not talking about any three
games in three nights at this point," Waddell said. "We'll see
how things change or anything else changes along the way,
but I think it's the league's strong opinion, and I think most
teams would agree, that three (games) in three (days) puts
your players at risk for more injuries. It's a lot of wear and
tear on your body. I think right now, we're avoiding it and I
think the league is going to do everything it can to avoid it."
Now, it's all about moving forward. Waddell said that the
Hurricanes recently received rapid COVID-19 testing
machines to test officials and other off-ice personnel when
they come into PNC Arena. It's not a league-wide policy,
though.
On Brind'Amour's side, he's optimistic that his team will
respond well to this. The Hurricanes began the season 2-1
and are tied at the top of their new Central Division.
"I don't know if frustrated is the right word," Brind'Amour said.
"It's not ideal. We understood that. I think we all understood
that there was a chance that something like this was going
to happen. You just look at all the other sports, it's rare to
find a team that it didn't affect in one way or another. It's not
really about was it going to happen, it's how do you deal with
it. How we handle this coming out, are we going to be in tiptop shape? Probably not.
"We're going to have to figure out different ways to make up
for the time we've lost. It really just comes down to doing it
right as best you can, and that's kind of what we've always
preached anyway. I believe in the group. I think we can kind
of find a way to get through this. I think we'll be stronger in a
lot of ways because this isn't ideal for anybody...But at the
end of the day, we're still pretty lucky that we're even being
able to talk about the fact that we're playing the game. So I
think that'll win out in the end. I believe in this group. I don't
think we'll be too adversely affected by all of this."
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Canes Navigating Through Temporary Shutdown
Brind'Amour: 'I believe in the group, and I think we can find a
way to get through this'

to follow everything that the people who know what they're
talking about are telling us. We're listening."

By Michael Smith

Until the Canes can return to their facilities and get back on
the ice, they're making do just like everyone else. Thursday
was a "practice" day, but it was held on Zoom. Like the
Santa Claus of fitness, strength and conditioning coach Bill
Burniston has been dropping off bikes to players around
Raleigh so they can maintain some semblance of physical
activity.

Before the National Hockey League returned to the ice for
the 2020-21 season, Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod
Brind'Amour did his homework.
He saw how the COVID-19 pandemic had affected every
sports league. He chatted with his counterparts at the
collegiate level, as they were dealing in real time with
seasons paused and games postponed.
"Almost every team that got going in every avenue has had it
or experienced it," Brind'Amour said early in training camp.
"You hope you don't, but it's certainly not unexpected."
The NHL's COVID-19 protocol document is a comprehensive
54-page outline of the extensive health and safety measures
the league has implemented for the 2020-21 season. There's
another 13-page document that details travel protocols, as
well.
In the absence of a true bubble environment, though, the
virus remains an inherent risk, protocols be damned. And,
despite being compliant with health and safety guidelines set
forth by the league, the Hurricanes were still affected.
The team currently has five players - Warren Foegele,
Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin, Jordan Staal and Teuvo
Teravainen - on the NHL's COVID-19 Protocol list, which
denotes players unavailable due to a myriad of COVIDrelated instances, including positive cases and contact
tracing. The Canes have also had three games postponed one in Nashville and their two-game, home-opening set
against the Florida Panthers. Training facilities remain closed
as the traveling party that flew back to Raleigh on Tuesday
evening continues to quarantine to prevent further potential
spread.
"We're all doing this from home. It's not ideal, but we
understand that. I think we all understood there was a
chance something like this was going to happen. You look at
all the other sports, and it's rare to find a team that it didn't
affect," Brind'Amour said on a media call on Thursday. "It's
not really about was it going to happen. It's how do you deal
with it? That's really what we're going to find out."
Right now, the questions outnumber the answers with the
who, what, when, where, why and how of it all.
"There's so much unknown. You always want to err on the
side of caution. We've done all the protocols. I think we've
done a great job," Brind'Amour said. "Obviously, it didn't
matter. It got into our room. We're just trying as best we can

It's certainly not an ideal situation, but what is these days?
"We're making the best of the situation," Brind'Amour said.
"Are we going to be in tip-top shape? Probably not. We're
going to have to figure out different ways to make up for the
time we've lost. … It really just comes down to doing it right
as best you can. That's what we've always preached."
It's unknown when the team's facilities will reopen. It's
unknown when the team will return to play - the next game
on the schedule is currently Tuesday, Jan. 26, the start of a
two-game series against the Tampa Bay Lightning. It's
unknown who the Canes will even have available when they
do drop the puck again.
All of that is in a constant state of flux dependent on COVID
test results in the coming days.
"Right now, it's day-to-day," President and General Manager
Don Waddell said. "We're hoping that by the time we get
toward the weekend that we can start doing some things.
Maybe it won't be a full team, but we'll start doing some
things and ramp back up to a full practice to get ready to play
next week."
That timeline remains guesswork with a dash of optimism.
The same is true for the Canes' schedule and the three
games that have been postponed. Those will be made up at
some point in the future, Waddell said, a reshuffling process
that's likely to condense an already tight 56-game slate.
But whether the Canes will have to play three games in three
days (unlikely, according to Waddell, given the heightened
risk for injury in such a situation) or five in seven or the
playoffs get pushed back by a week or whatever the case
may be, what matters most is the health and safety of all
involved.
That's why the league has enacted stringent protocols.
That's why those protocols could even be revised moving
forward (rapid COVID testing could be a consideration, and
Waddell mentioned that the team now has those capabilities
at PNC Arena). That's why the Canes have had to press
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pause, despite the challenges that pressing play will
inevitably present.
Until then, the team waits and hopes for the best.

Hurricanes hope to play next week after
facilities closed due to COVID-19
Have had at least three games postponed, five players on
protocol list
By Nicholas J. Cotsonika
The Carolina Hurricanes hope to reopen their training
facilities soon and resume playing next week after the NHL
closed their facilities and postponed their games because of
COVID-19.
"I envision [the training facilities] being closed for the next
day or so," general manager Don Waddell said Thursday.
"But we're hoping that by the time we get here toward the
weekend that we could start doing some things. Maybe it
won't be a full team but start doing some things, and ramping
back up to full practice and then getting ready to play next
week."
The Hurricanes' last game was a 4-2 win against the
Nashville Predators at Bridgestone Arena on Monday.
But the game Tuesday was postponed "out of an abundance
of caution," according to an NHL statement, and the NHL
announced Wednesday Carolina's training facilities would be
closed until further notice and games would be postponed at
least through Saturday as a result of five players on the
COVID-19 protocol list.
Defenseman Jaccob Slavin and forwards Warren Foegele,
Jordan Martinook, Jordan Staal and Teuvo Teravainen each
was listed as unavailable to practice or play Wednesday in
accordance with the NHL COVID-19 protocols. The precise
reason NHL players are unavailable or how long they might
be out are not provided by the League or teams.
Carolina's next game is scheduled against the Tampa Bay
Lightning at PNC Arena on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET; FS-CR,
SUN, NHL.TV).
Coach Rod Brind'Amour said entering the season everyone
understood something like this could happen, and the
question now is how the Hurricanes (2-1-0) deal with it.
"Are we going to be in tip-top shape? Probably not,"
Brind'Amour said. "We're going to have to figure out different
ways to make up for the time we've lost. We'll find out, and I
think it's great. It really just comes down to doing it right as

"At the end of the day, we're still pretty lucky that we're even
able to talk about the fact that we're playing a game,"
Brind'Amour said. "I believe in the group, and I think we can
find a way to get through this."

best you can, and that's kind of what we've always preached
anyway. Let's see how this works out.
"I believe in the group. I think we can find a way to kind of
get through this. I think we'll be stronger in a lot of ways,
because this isn't ideal for anybody. We've got guys sitting in
Nashville right now in a hotel room that can't leave their
room. It's brutal. I feel for these guys. But at the end of the
day we're still pretty lucky that we're being able to talk about
the fact that we're playing a game, and so I think that'll win
out in the end.
"I believe in this group. I don't think we'll be too adversely
affected by all of this."
Waddell and Brind'Amour said Carolina followed NHL
protocol, including using their video room as a second locker
room to make sure they didn't have more than 10 players
together and putting no more than three players together at
an 8-foot table for meals on the road.
"We think we've done everything we possibly can do, and
you just can't control …" Waddell said. "We see what's going
on in our country and our world. Sometimes you just can't
control it. So the best thing now, we've got to try to figure out
how to get it out of the locker room and continue to look at
avenues to make sure we keep the environment safe for our
players."
Brind'Amour said the Hurricanes held practice via video
conference Thursday and the players had to figure out a way
to stay in shape on their own. He said strength and
conditioning coach Bill Burniston was dropping off stationary
bikes for players.
Waddell said he spoke to NHL officials Thursday about
rescheduling games. He said the NHL did not want to play
three games in three days, but Carolina might have to play
five games in seven days.
"[The 56-game schedule] wasn't crazy compared to a regular
season, but it's going to get crazier now as we try to fit in
games," Waddell said. "But I think they're all doable. We just
don't know what else is going to happen. Hopefully we don't
have too many more [postponements], not only from us."
Waddell said the decision to postpone games had nothing to
do with the quality of the players on the COVID-19 protocol
list.
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"The concern is when you have that many players at one
time that are either positive or in the contact tracing, the fear
is that it could come through the locker room," Waddell said.
"That's why the League made a decision with our doctors,

the League doctors, that it was better to take these days and
just shut it down. Let's get it out of the locker room so we can
resume our schedule here in the near future."

Canes’ season paused, while Caps play on without 4 regulars
By Stephen Whyno
Rod Brind’Amour lamented Carolina’s season coming to a
screeching halt despite doing “a great job” adhering to
pandemic protocols. For Peter Laviolette, his Washington
Capitals will keep playing for the next week without four
prominent players who broke the rules.
Each team is getting punished in a different way after being
affected by the virus. The Hurricanes had games postponed
through at least Saturday and won’t get to practice in person
with a handful of players on the COVID-19 list.
There’s no indication the Capitals are being shut down,
though they will have to play the next four games without
captain Alex Ovechkin, No. 1 center Evgeny Kuznetsov, topfour defenseman Dmitry Orlov and starting goaltender Ilya
Samsonov.
“We totally understand why the rules are in place, and
there’s no arguing with that,” said Laviolette, who’s in his first
season as Washington’s coach. “We knew the rules. We’re
not sitting here saying that we were uninformed or we
weren’t aware. We need to do a better job.”
The NHL fined the Capitals $100,000 for breaking protocol
by having those four players in a hotel room together with
none of them wearing a mask. Laviolette said there was a
positive test result, which led to contact tracing, and
Washington will be forced to ice a patchwork lineup for its
home opener Friday night against Buffalo.
There’s no hard and fast timeframe for how long a player
who tests positive or has potential exposure must be out.
The NHL defers to local authorities, and the minimum four
games for the Capitals players relates to the District of
Columbia’s quarantine regulations.

Carolina has been off since Tuesday, when Teuvo
Teraivanen, Jaccob Slavin, Jordan Martinook and Warren
Foegele joined captain Jordan Staal on the COVID-19
unavailable list. The Hurricanes have so far had three games
postponed because of their outbreak and won’t play for at
least a week.
“We’vw done all the protocols — we’ve tried,” Brind’Amour
said. “Obviously it didn’t matter, it got into our room.”
Carolina, Dallas, Florida, Nashville and defending Stanley
Cup champion Tampa Bay have all had at least one game
postponed because of COVID-19 concerns. The NHL said
17 Stars players tested positive, and their first four games
were rescheduled.
“We’re in a position that we have catch-up to do: catch up in
the standings, catch up in games played,” said Dallas coach
Rick Bowness, whose team finally plays its first game Friday
at Nashville. “The other teams are playing 56 games in 118
days, I think we’re playing them in 108, so our schedule just
got a lot more condensed and there’s going to be times with
this schedule because of the cancellation of those games it’s
going to really hurt us.”
Each team is required to carry a “taxi squad” of four to six
players who travel with the team and can be called up if
necessary as a way to prevent postponements. The Capitals
had to dig three deep into theirs to make up for some big
losses.
Because of the taxi squads, the NHL doesn’t have an official
number of players unavailable that would postpone a game.
Commissioner Gary Bettman said before the season those
decisions would be made on a case-by-case basis.

After Ovechkin expressed regret for the mistake that will cost
him and his fellow Russians two games against the Sabres
and two against the New York Islanders, teammates said
Thursday the protocols were spelled out for them before the
season.

Brind’Amour and Carolina general manager Don Waddell
didn’t seem to question any player’s judgement amid the
team’s pause. Some players are stuck in Nashville while the
rest of the Hurricanes are home because of NHL protocols
spelling out what to do when positive test results happen on
the road; everyone’s limited to virtual practices and meetings
with the practice facility closed.

“It’s not a situation we want to be in, but here we are,” center
Nicklas Backstrom said. “We’re a tight group. Every time
we’re on the road, we see a chance to really connect as a
group, but obviously it’s a violation.”

“I think we all understood there was a chance that something
like this was going to happen,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s not
really about was it going to happen, it’s how do you deal with
it. I think that’s really what we’re going to find out.”
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COVID game calls: Player quantity, not quality
By Greg Wyshynski
The Carolina Hurricanes said the NHL's postponement of
two games this week was not based on the prestige of the
players who are currently on the league's COVID related
absence list.
The Hurricanes have five players on that list, including key
forwards Jordan Staal and Teuvo Teravainen and their top
defenseman Jaccob Slavin. Forwards Warren Foegele and
Jordan Martinook are also unavailable.
"I guarantee this wasn't about the quality of the players," said
Carolina general manager Don Waddell. "The NHL is not
going to care about who's in or who's out from our end. The
concern is when you have that many players at one time that
are either positive or in the contract tracing, the fear is that it
can come through the locker room. That's why the NHL
made the decision with our doctors and the league doctors to
just take these days and shut it down."
An NHLPA source told ESPN this week that the decisions to
postpone games are not tied to the quality of player that are
unavailable, but rather on the direction of medical experts
regarding overall risk to teams.
The Hurricanes have four players isolating in a Nashville
hotel.
"We've got guys that are in their hotel room in Nashville and
can't even move. It's brutal. I feel for those guys," said coach
Rod Brind'Amour.
Waddell expects the Hurricanes will be able to reopen their
training facilities by the weekend, although the groups using
them could be limited in size. Carolina's games against
Nashville this past Tuesday and against the Florida Panthers
on Thursday and Saturday were postponed. Their next game
is Tuesday at home against the Tampa Bay Lightning.
Brind'Amour expressed concern about how this interruption
in the season will impact the team.

"That's the great unknown. I don't think anybody really
knows," he said. "It's not ideal. We all understood there was
a chance something like this was going to happen. It's how
you deal with it. Are we going to be in tip-top shape coming
out of this? Probably not. We've going to have to figure
different ways to make up for the time we lost."
As far as rescheduling the missed games, Waddell said "we
definitely have places where we can put them in" their
schedule. But with the Central Division's scheduling already
getting complicated with the Hurricanes and Dallas Stars
getting multiple games postponed due to COVID-19, he said
the possibility to jamming five games into seven days is a
real one.
But Waddell said the NHL has drawn a line at playing three
games in three nights, at least for the moment.
"The conversations I had with the league today is that they
want to avoid three games in three nights. It's the league's
strong opinion, and I think most teams would agree, that
three games in three nights puts your players at risk for more
injuries," said Waddell. "The league's going to do everything
it can to avoid it."
The Hurricanes announced that they've installed COVID-19
rapid testing machines at their arena, originally to test
officials and off-ice crew members. Waddell wasn't sure if
they would use them for the players as well. "The NHL hasn't
said this is something we're going to do," he said.
Brind'Amour said the team was frustrated that they tried to
follow protocols and guidelines and still ended up with an
outbreak.
"I think they've done the best they can. I think everybody
has. You always want to err on the side of caution. We've
done all the protocols. I think we did a great job. And it didn't
matter: It got into our room," he said.
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How COVID-19 has impacted the 2021 NHL season: Hurricanes, Capitals, Stars and what's
next
By Emily Kaplan
The NHL's abridged 56-game 2021 season is up and
running. But there have been a few COVID-19 related speed
bumps along the way, particularly with the Dallas Stars,
Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals.
Here's everything you need to know about how the virus is
impacting the hockey season, and what comes next.
When did COVID-19 first affect the season?
Before it started. Daily testing began in training camp and
just a few days in, there was already an outbreak on the
defending Western Conference champion Dallas Stars.
According to the league, 17 members of the Stars tested
positive for COVID-19, which forced the team to shut down
its facilities for several days. The NHL said that most of the
Dallas players were asymptomatic and that all of them "are
currently recovering without complication."

"We have guys sitting in Nashville in a hotel room that can't
leave their room," Canes coach Rod Brind'Amour said
Thursday. "It's brutal."
Again, the NHL knew the prevalence of cases would be an
inevitable, especially in a non-bubble environment. As
Brind'Amour stated on Thursday, the team followed the
league's protocols, but the virus still found a way to infiltrate.
"You just look at all the other sports, it's rare to find a team it
didn't affect," Brind'Amour said. "It's not really about was it
going to happen but how you deal with it.That's really what
we're going to find out, how we handle this coming out. Are
we going to be in tip-top shape? Probably not. We're going to
have to figure different ways to make up for the time we lost.
It really comes down to doing it right as best you can."
The Canes played the Predators on Monday before all of
these postponements, and several players on the COVID-19
protocol list played. Is that a problem?

The Stars were forced to postpone their first four games -two each against the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay
Lightning -- and will begin their season Friday night against
the Nashville Predators. The four games were rescheduled
for February and May, which includes a game on May 10 -two days after the season was originally supposed to end.
When creating the schedule, the NHL allowed some cushion
time before the playoffs needed to begin, to allow for this
type of flexibility.

The good news is, the Predators did not report any new
players to their COVID-19 protocol list. The situation,
however, points to a loophole in the NHL's testing
procedures. While players are being tested daily, the results
aren't available for about 24 hours. The Hurricanes are the
perfect case study here. Players were tested Monday
morning ahead of the Predators game in Nashville, played
the game, then the team found out on Tuesday that there
were some positive tests in the batch.

Have there been more postponements since?

The solution could be to do what the NBA is doing: find a
local provider in each market that can provide polymerase
chain reaction (PCR) tests. Those tests are collected the
morning of a game, and the NBA sees the results at least
one hour before tipoff. According to league sources, the NHL
is not considering following this path just yet. But we'll see if
they have to change tune if postponements and positive
tests pile up.

There is also a situation brewing on the Carolina Hurricanes,
which forced four of their games to be postponed. Five
players -- forwards Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen, Warren
Foegele and Jordan Martinook, and defenseman Jaccob
Slavin -- were listed on the NHL's COVID-19 protocol list. In
a conference call on Thursday, Canes GM Don Waddell said
the league was working on rescheduling games and
sounded confident it would happen, though his team's
remaining schedule just became tighter. (Though not too
tight; the GM said the league had a "strong opinion" to avoid
teams having to play three games in three nights.)
Waddell was cagey with details about which players may
have contracted the virus, and when asked how the spread
may have occurred, he said: "If we could figure out where it's
coming from I think there would be a lot of sports teams that
would be very happy."
What is the NHL's COVID-19 protocol list?
Now that we're in the regular season, the NHL is releasing
the identity of players who have been put on something
called the COVID-19 protocol list. That doesn't necessarily
mean the player has a positive confirmed test; a player could
land on the list for several reasons, ranging from a positive
test to required quarantine due to close contact. If a player
ends up on the list while on a road trip, he is required to stay
in isolation until he is cleared to travel.

As for the decision to postpone a game? An NHLPA source
told ESPN's Greg Wyshynski this week that these calls are
not tied to the quality of player that's unavailable, but rather
on the direction of medical experts regarding overall risk to
teams.
What happened with the Capitals?
The situation in Washington comes down to the NHL's
protocols, which are strict, and much more restrictive than
the ones with which the NBA began its season. It's important
to note that these rules were jointly negotiated and agreed to
by both the NHL and the NHLPA.
The NHL knew it couldn't ask players to be in a bubble for
the entire season, because as commissioner Gary Bettman
said, it's just not sustainable. While the cost for bubbles was
significant, the sacrifices demanded from players, team and
league staffers was the main prohibitive factor. Those in the
Edmonton and Toronto bubbles were largely separated from
their families during their stay, and several players voiced
concerns to ESPN about the effects on mental health, after
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being cooped up and only allowed to travel from the hotel to
the rink and back again.
"I don't think a lot of fans realize what an emotional toll the
bubble took on some guys -- the isolation, the grind, being
away from our families and loved ones during a really
stressful time to begin with," one player told ESPN in
September. "To be honest, after the first few days, I noticed
a lot of guys were more down than they usually are. Some
guys were legitimately sad. It's not easy living like that for
two months."
With that, the NHL agreed to allow players to live at home
during the season, but did limit some of their freedoms.
When at home, players are discouraged from socializing with
any teammates outside of the rink environment. Even team
meetings and video sessions are encouraged to be
conducted virtually, whenever possible. On the road, players
must stay in their own hotel rooms (no road roommates) and
all are banned from dining at restaurants, going into shops or
using transportation that is not directly provided by the team.
The NHL warned teams before the season that violations of
these protocols "will result in significant club and individual
sanctions, including potential forfeiture of games, fines and
reimbursements of expenses, loss of draft choices, and/or
ineligibility for participation in training activities."
And that's exactly what happened with Washington. One
player tested positive, which forced the NHL to conduct
contact tracing, according to coach Peter Laviolette. It was
then determined that the Capitals had "social interactions
among team members who were in close contact and who
were not wearing face coverings." Four players -- forwards
Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov, goaltender Ilya
Samsonov and defenseman Dmitry Orlov -- have been
placed on the COVID-19 protocol list, and the team was
fined $100,000. Laviolette said he expects those players to
miss the next four games, and the league will reevaluate
after that.
How did the Capitals respond to their punishment?
First, a quote from a veteran player who has been active in
NHLPA discussions this summer: "I think it's pretty clear the
league wants to use the Caps as an example. It's them
saying everyone should be on notice."
The Capitals released a statement saying they were
"disappointed by our players' choice to interact in their hotel

room and outside of team approved areas." The team
accepted the penalties and vowed to make sure players
were in full compliance moving forward.
"We want to be compliant, and we made a mistake, and we
need to do a better job," Laviolette said Thursday. "Honestly,
even I made a mistake. I dropped my mask. It was out there
at the end of [a recent game] in the celebration. I've got to do
a better job, too. It's a learning lesson for everybody,
because it is real stuff that we're talking about. We don't take
it lightly. We're trying to be 100% compliant, and yet, when
you make a mistake, it can be costly."
Ovechkin, the team captain, released a statement as well,
saying: "I regret my choice to spend time together with my
teammates in our hotel room and away from the locker room
areas. I will learn from this experience."
However Ovechkin's wife, Nastya, had some stronger words.
Posting to her Instagram story on Thursday, she wrote
sarcastically:
How do players around the league feel about how the
season is going?
The restrictions definitely make the season feel different (as
does the divisional-only play, reduced travel, and the fact the
season began in January). "To be honest," one player told
ESPN this week. "It's a lot. I kind of feel like I'm living in a
bubble at home."
Most players I've spoken to over the past several weeks
accept the sacrifices they need to make; these are sacrifices
the league feels are necessary to complete the season,
which in turn recoups some of the "billions" of dollars
Bettman says the league and its clubs are losing through the
pandemic. While conditions are not ideal, the players are
mostly exerting professionalism around the situation.
"Everyone's put so much effort into this and [getting] back
into game shape," Predators defenseman Mark Borowiecki
said on a Zoom call this week with reporters. "To go out and
be irresponsible in any capacity and potentially affect
someone else's season who's doing all the right things, to
me, that's just not being a good teammate or being a good
person, plain and simple. It's up to all of us in here to take
ownership of yourself and your own daily habits and how you
go about your business. Hopefully, we can all put an end to
this quicker."
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NHL Power Rankings: Lightning, Golden Knights and Avs all impress in opening week
The Lightning are no surprise near the top, but the Sabres
are

Rk

Teams

By Pete Blackburn
It's a struggle that all hockey fans know: Every year, the
temptation to overreact early in the season is there. In each
of the last two seasons, the Buffalo Sabres were Stanley
Cup contenders in October. The Dallas Stars lost eight of
their first nine games last season and then went on to win
the West.
This year, we once again find ourselves fighting the urge to
crown a champ or throw a team in the trash after one week
of play. Except this time, there are some weird
circumstances that make it even harder to get a read on the
early sample sizes: All these teams didn't play a single
preseason game, and every game means a little bit more
with the shortened schedule.
This is all to say that, with my first edition of NHL Power
Rankings this season, nobody still has any real clue about
what's going on yet. Hockey is a stupid, unpredictable sport
that makes it virtually impossible to learn anything substantial
after just a few games. So, with that in mind, all we can do is
take our preconceived notions about all these teams and
factor in what little we've seen on the ice so far.
And then, of course, overreact with the fire of a thousand
suns, because we're hockey fans and that's what we do.
Rk

Teams

1 Lightning

2

Golden
Knights

Chg Rcrd
Tough to really gauge a team
when they've only played two
games (both coming against
arguably the league's worst
1
team) but the Lightning look like
the Lightning. They'll be here
until they give me a reason to
knock them down a notch.
They looked a little shaky in a
couple of games against inferior
teams but they're still deep and
1
they still haven't lost yet. Not
losing is usually a key to being
good.

They had a disappointing opener
against St. Louis and then
3 Avalanche absolutely pummeled the Blues a 1
couple days later. Nathan
MacKinnon has five points in
three games and the top

3-00

4-00

2-20

Chg Rcrd
line/power play looks great.
Those blue pants and helmets
though...

4 Flyers

5

Maple
Leafs

They lit up the Penguins (11
goals in two games) to start the
season and then had an
emphatic split against the
Sabres. They were streaky last
year so keep an eye on the
consistency.

3

The North is going to be an
incredibly fun division this year. I
wasn't so high on the Leafs as
14
favorites to come out on top in
that group but they look pretty
damn good to start the year.

3-10

3-20

Not surprisingly, this team is
promising to be tons of fun.
Alexander Romanov had himself
6 Canadiens an exciting coming out party, but 9
the real story on this team is Nick
Suzuki. That kid is on his way to
becoming a superstar.

3-00

7 Flames

It's only been three games but
the Jacob Markstrom signing has
looked good early. If this team
5
actually gets consistently strong
goaltending, they're gonna be
legit.

2-00

8 Capitals

They've gotten a point in every
game they've played but the only
team they've beaten is the
2
Sabres. Also, they're not doing
themselves any favors off the
ice.

2-00

To nobody's surprise, they've
been a dominant possession
9 Hurricanes team so far and Andrei
-Svechnikov continues to ascend
the league ranks.

2-10
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Rk

Teams

Chg Rcrd

10 Blues

Losing 8-0 to the Avs was a real
tough look but they're going to
be fine, especially in that
1
division. We might be witnessing
the beginning of Jordan Kyrou's
breakthrough.

2-10

11 Islanders

The Islanders playing very good
defensive hockey under Barry
5
Trotz? I don't believe it.

3-10

The defense has looked
predictably good and Kirill
Kaprizov might actually give
them an offensive star worth
tuning in to watch. On the fast
track to not being the most
boring team in the league!

3-10

12 Wild

10

13 Bruins

Boston and Dallas are the only
two teams without an even
strength goal yet this season.
The Bruins have played three
games and the Stars have
played zero.

14 Predators

I'm very curious to see what this
team is capable of this year.
They had pretty good underlying
6
numbers during a pretty ugly
season last year, and they look
decent out of the gate.

2-10

15 Penguins

They have a team save
percentage of .813. Let me
2
check my notes and confirm tha - ah, yup...that's not good.

2-20

16 Panthers

They're 2-0 but both games have
come against the Blackhawks. I'll
8
wait to judge until they play a
real team.

2-00

17 Oilers

Wait, are you trying to tell me
that the Oilers are overly relying
on Connor McDavid and Leon
Draisaitl to mask their
1
depth/defense/goaltending
issues? And they're doing it to
mixed results? Well, I just don't
buy that...

2-30

My Elias Pettersson Hart pick
isn't looking so hot (1 point in five 10
games) and the Canucks have
been kind of a mess in the early

2-40

18 Canucks

10

2-10

Rk

Teams

Chg Rcrd
going. They're a wreck
defensively and on special
teams. The young talent is still
there and they may very well
figure it out, but they don't want
to dig themselves too deep a
hole.

19 Jets

This might be the same old team
from last year, aka a weak
defensive team that will only be 2
carried as far as its top forwards
and goaltending can take it.

3-10

20 Rangers

They traded blowouts with the
Islanders, then lost to the Devils.
It doesn't feel like they're playing 3
horribly, the results just haven't
been there consistently.

1-20

21 Senators

For better or for worse, this team
seems like it could be kind of fun
this year. Also, through three
9
games, their points leader
is...Nikita Zaitsev? Okay then.

1-20

22 Devils

I did not expect the Devils to be
2-0-1 out of the gate. I did not
expect them to be this high on
the rankings. I did not expect
Jack Hughes to look so strong. I 3
did not expect Mackenzie
Blackwood to be the secondcoming of Martin Brodeur. This
team might be full of surprises?

2-10

Bobby Ryan's early season
redemption is awesome to see
and the Wings could actually
23 Red Wings be...dare I say...entertaining this 8
season? At the very least,
they're not the worst team in the
league anymore and that's nice!

2-20

24 Coyotes

Darcy Kuemper has looked
uncharacteristically rough
through three games and if he's
not at the top of his game then
this team could be in trouble,
even in a weak division.

25 Sabres

The underlying numbers are
solid and suggest they deserve
better than their rough start, and 2
at least Jack Eichel and Taylor
Hall are producing together at
the top of the lineup. They've still

11

1-20

1-30
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Rk

Teams

Chg Rcrd
lost three of four but if anyone
knows that hot starts are
overrated, it's the Buffalo
Sabres.

26 Sharks

Blue
27
Jackets

They've got talent and the power
play looks strong, so that's
something. It turns out that
3
Devan Dubnyk hasn't saved their
goaltending problems, or saved
much of anything. Huh.

2-20

They don't look very good but
the positive news is that they're
also doing their best to tank a
disgruntled star player's trade
value.

1-20

Rk

Teams

28 Kings

They can't seem to win, which
seems bad.

2

1-10

29 Ducks

Why the hell is Trevor Zegras not
playing for this terrible team that 1
can't score?

1-20

They probably should have just
30 Blackhawks saved everyone the trouble and
opted out.
31 Stars

13

Chg Rcrd

No wins. No goals. Completely
invisible out there.

14

0-30

26

0-00

They said it: Waddell, Brind’Amour on COVID postponements
The Hurricanes’ general manager and head coach spoke to
the media via Zoom Thursday morning.
By Andrew Schnittker
With five players (Jordan Staal, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob
Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen and Warren Foegele) still on the
NHL’s COVID protocol list, the Hurricanes’ training facilities
remain closed, and the team’s games through Saturday, Jan.
23 are postponed.
The team is trying to deal with it as best it can in terms of
staying in shape, being ready to play when possible and
figuring out what the changes to the schedule might look like.
General manager Don Waddell and head coach Rod
Brind’Amour spoke to the media via Zoom Thursday morning
about the situation, here’s some highlights and updates from
that availability:
Don Waddell
On when the team could play again and open its facilities:
Right now it’s day to day. Every night, there’s a 6 or 7 o’clock
call with our medical directors and the league’s medical
directors. It’s discussed on a nightly basis. I envision it being
closed for the next day or so, but we’re hoping that by the
time we get here toward the weekend, that we can start
doing some things. Maybe it won’t be a full team, but start
doing some things and ramping back up to full practice and
getting ready to play next week.
On possibly cancelling games or pushing the playoffs back:
There’s no talk at all about cancelling games. Everything’s

been postponed. I’ve been on the call this morning with the
NHL as far as the schedule makers trying to see where we
can fit games in. It’s not going to be ideal, but we’re all in the
same situation that we’re trying to get through the season.
So as we sit here right now, the games that we’ve missed,
we definitely have places that we can put them in. We’re
going to shift around schedules depending on how
everything shakes out this week. I think the goal for the NHL
and for all of us to try to [make up the games.]
We all know we’re going to go through some periods where
you might have to play five games in seven nights. In a
normal season, we’re playing 2.4 plays, and this year we’re
playing about 2.10. It wasn’t crazy compared to a regular
season but it’s going to get crazier now as we try to fit in
games. But I think they’re all doable. We just don’t know
what else is going to happen. Hopefully we don’t have too
many more [postponements] not only from us but it’s all been
in our division so far, all the games cancelled. But so far
we’ve been able to find places for the games that we have
cancelled.
On conversations with the league about what happened with
the Hurricanes’ COVID issues: We have a contact tracer, a
person that’s identified to do anytime there’s any kind of
COVID notice, they do a contact tracing to see where players
have been, how much time they spent with players, and
we’ve got reports to fill out. As Rod said, we’ve done
everything. That locker room’s been wearing masks, they’ve
been doing everything.
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The one thing we can’t control is on the ice when guys are
playing. But other times than that, we followed all the
protocol. When we’re on the road, the dinners, you’re at an
8-foot table with three people max at a table. Most of the
time it’s only two because people are staggered coming and
going. You have protocols that you have to follow and you
have follow up to do with the league. Everything that has
happened to our team, we’ve filed all the paper work and it
hasn’t been an issue from our end.
On guidance from the NHL on postponing games: I
guarantee it wasn’t about the quality of players, the league’s
not going to care about who’s out from our end. We know
that the games that we’re cancelling fit into a really tight
schedule. It has nothing to do with the quality of players. The
concern is when you have that many players at one time that
are either positive or in the contact tracing, the fear is that it
could come through the locker room, and that’s why the
league made a decision with our doctors, the league doctors,
that it was better to take these days and just shut it down.
Let’s get it out of the locker room so we can resume our
schedule here in the near future.
On the NHL possibly implementing rapid testing: We have it
in our building now. We just got the machines the other day.
The whole plan was to test officials and off-ice personnel
people when they come in the building. We will have to use it
when we come out of this quarantine. As far as long term,
what the plan is for the NHL, they haven’t said this is
something we’re going to do, but I know the machines have
been installed. We have them now in PNC Arena and we’ll
see what protocols the league sets up going forward.
On if there’s any additional steps that should be taken: Rod
and I have talked about this thing until we’re blue in the face
with our trainer and everything else. We’ve actually gone as
far as we have these sanitizing guns that we take on the
road. We spare no expense and we don’t think we’ve
overlooked anything to date. That doesn’t mean that you
can’t do things better, you always look for other options.
But we’ve taken all the safeguards, spreading players out in
the locker room. If you came out in training camp, we were
using our video room as a second locker room just so we
didn’t have more than 10 guys in the room together. I think
we’ve done everything we possibly can do. We see what’s
going on in our country and our world, sometimes you just
control it. So the best thing now is we’ve got to try to figure
out how to get it out of the locker room and continue to look
at avenues to keep it safe for our players.
On difficulties working with NC State on rescheduling games:
Not at all, because obviously the building has no other
events going on. So we have lots of open days for both of us
to figure out who can play which nights. If it was a year
where you had a bunch of other events going on in the
building, that would be a different issue. But when you have
seven nights and we’re going to play a couple nights and
they’re going to play a couple nights possibly in a week, we
definitely have enough open dates for everybody.
On if he believes the COVID spread came on the ice: We
don’t know. You just look at every avenue. The players on
the ice are sweating and doing their thing but they’re not
together for the time periods that the CDC [recommends], so

I’ve become much smarter on protocols in the last 24 hours,
but if we can figure out where it’s coming from, I think there’d
be a lot of sports teams that’d be pretty happy about that. We
look at every angle. It’s one of the things that we’ve talked
about internally and externally with the league. I wish I had a
better answer for you, but we really don’t know.
On possibly playing three games in three days: I’m never
going to say that we won’t play, because it might be out of
our control, but the conversations that I had with the league
today, they want to avoid threes in threes with everybody. So
we’re not talking about any three games in three nights at
this point. We’ll see how things change or if anything else
changes along the way, but I think it’s the league’s strong
opinion, and I think most teams would agree that three in
three puts your players at risk for more injuries. It’s a lot of
wear and tear on your body to be playing that way. I think
right now we’re avoiding it and I think the league’s going to
do everything they can to avoid it.
Rod Brind’Amour
On how far behind this will leave the team: That’s kind of the
great unknown. I don’t think anybody really knows. I think we
were just kind of getting rolling, and obviously depending on
how long we’re out for and not able to practice kind of
determines all that. We’re going to try to do the best we can.
I told the guys as we just got off a Zoom meeting, we’re
business as usual as far as today we had a practice but it
was on Zoom. We got that done, and now they’ve got to
figure out a way to stay in shape on their own. Bill
Burniston’s been out traveling around dropping bikes off.
We’re making the best of the situation.
On how he feels about the NHL’s handling of COVID
protocols: I think they’ve done the best they can. I think
everybody has, to be quite honest. There’s so much
unknown. I think we’ve done all the protocols. We’ve tried. I
think we’ve done a great job. Obviously it didn’t matter. It got
into our room. I think we’re just trying as best as we can to
follow everything that the people that know what we’re
talking about, what they’re telling us. We’re listening. … I
think we’ve done the best we can and I think the league has
done the best they can.
On Teuvo Teravainen’s non-COVID injury Monday: I think
that was just an in-game that he didn’t feel good about.
When you play in so many games or you’re preparing like
you’re going to play so many games, you just don’t want to
push guys through stuff that could really take them out for a
long time. So I think we always err, right now, especially, with
so many games stacked up, if a guy has something, you kind
of err on ‘OK, well let’s just take it easy here and see if we
can get through it.’
On frustration doing everything right and still having COVID
issues and ramping back up: I don’t know if frustrated is the
right word. We’re doing this from home. It’s not ideal. We all
understood that. I think we all understood that there was a
chance that something like this was going to happen. You
just look at all the other sports, it’s rather to find a team that it
didn’t affect in some way or another. So it’s not really about
was it going to happen, it’s how you deal with it.
That’s really what we’re going to find out. How we handle this
coming out, are we going to be in tip-top shape? Probably
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not. We’re going to have to figure out different ways to make
up for the time we’ve lost. We’ll find out. It’s great. It really
just comes down to doing it right as best you can, and that’s
really what we’ve kind of always preached anyway. We’ll see
how this works out. I believe in the group. I think we can find
a way to get through this. I think we’ll be stronger in a lot of
ways. This isn’t ideal for anybody. We’ve got guys sitting in

Nashville in a hotel room right now that can’t leave their
room. It’s brutal. I feel for these guys. But at the end of the
day, we’re still pretty lucky to be able to talk about the fact
that we’re playing a game. So I think that will win out in the
end. I believe in this group. I don’t think we’ll be too
adversely affected by this.

Central Division Weekly Roundup: New Faces and New Places
The central division was not able to get out of week one
without a COVID outbreak that could affect four teams.
By Zeke Lukow
This year the weekly recap will feature the Discover NHL
Central Division Presented by New Amsterdam Vodka.
1. Florida Panthers: 4 Points (2-0-0)
The Florida Panthers had the best start they could have
hoped for. After not having their opening series against the
Stars, they were able to start their season with back-to-back
wins over the Blackhawks to pull level with the Lightning with
four points, tied for the lead in the Central Division. While it is
going to be hard to benchmark their future success based on
two games against Chicago, what is interesting is that Chris
Driedger has had a better start to the season than Sergei
Bobrovsky after one game.
The biggest story coming out of the Panthers' camp was the
fate of Keith Yandle. Yandle was an alternate captain last
season, but at a certain point, he fell out of favor with the
management team. There were doubts that he would even
be at camp or make the starting roster that would have cost
him his ironman streak of 865 games going into the season.
Eventually, he was given the chance to start the game, has
kept his “A,” AND scored a goal in the first game. You could
tell the team was excited for him, and it will be interesting to
see if this will rally the Panthers and unite them this season.
2. Tampa Bay Lightning: 4 Points (2-0-0)
Getting a read on the Tampa Bay Lightning so far has been
tough. They have had a slower paced start than other teams
in the Central Division after having two of their games
against the Dallas Stars postponed. In their only two games,
they have had convincing wins against the Chicago
Blackhawks, who are certainly looking like a top candidate
for the first overall pick this season. They still have 10 goals
in two games and a fully healthy Steven Stamkos. Stamkos,
who has struggled with injuries recently, has two goals and
three assists and looks to be back to his All-Star level of
play.
The Lightning did have to go without Tyler Johnson in their
first game due to cap reasons. This season we have already
seen tons of roster shuffling over the first week when it
comes to the taxi squad. Every team will be managing their
cap with daily transactions and keeping Johnson’s salary off
for even one game was enough to get the Lightning cap
compliant.

3. Nashville Predators: 4 Points (2-1-0)
The Nashville Predators will be on high COVID alert after the
Canes placing four new players on the NHL’s COVID
protocol list not even 12 hours after they played a game.
Let’s hope it isn’t serious but if it is, we could be looking at
some real interesting scheduling cases coming down the
stretch for the Central. This will also be tough for a Nashville
team that actually made multiple acquisitions this offseason.
These include ex Carolina Hurricane Erik Haula and Luke
Kunin.
Any possible postponed games would help in one area, it
prevents Mikael Granlund from missing additional games.
The Finish forward has yet to practice with the team after resigning with the Preds on Dec. 22, 2020. He was first held up
with some immigration issues leaving Finland and since
returning to Tennessee on Saturday, he has been in the
COVID protocol before he can join the team. Granlund led
the Predators forwards in ice time with 17:48 TOI/GP and
ranked fourth on the team with a 13.1% shooting last year.
4. Carolina Hurricanes: 4 Points (2-1-0)
The Carolina Hurricanes have had a very up and down start
to the season that has now been abruptly paused due to
COVID. The Canes added Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin,
Warren Foegele, and Jordan Martinook to the COVID list,
joining Jordan Staal. The players on this list cannot travel
back with the team and will be quarantined alone for 10
days.
The timing of this depending on how long they have to
postpone their games could have been worse. The Canes
really felt the absence of Jordan Staal, now they could be
getting him back with the rest of the team. This is also two
days after Rod Brind’Amour mentioned that the Canes had a
lot of banged-up players just two games into the year. Teuvo
Teravainen also missed the third period on Monday’s game
with an injury. Now he may be able to come back and not
miss a full game.
The Canes have been led this season by Andrei Svechnikov,
who has been single-handedly creating his own goals and
set up Sebastian Aho with a beautiful goal on Monday. The
Canes have also gotten early contributions from two big
question marks, Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck,
who both have multiple goals in the first three games. Both
have high ceilings, and the Canes are hoping to have major
contributions from both. If both are really clicking it creates
huge matchup problems for opposing teams who will not be
able to just simply focus on the top line.
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5. Detroit Red Wings: 4 Points (2-2-0)
The Detroit Red Wings came into the season with a new
captain in Dylan Larkin but were still expected to be in the
bottom of the league. However, they have played better than
most have expected. They split their opening two series
against the Canes and the Blue Jackets. They have gotten
contributions from new addition Bobby Ryan, who has four
goals in three games. Ryan stated one reason he came to
Detroit when he signed in the offseason, Steve Yzerman.
The hire of Yzerman will really speed up the development of
the Wings and he navigated the rebuild brilliantly in Tampa
Bay.
After playing the Carolina Hurricanes, the Red Wings had to
place Robby Fabbri and Adam Earne in COVID protocol.
Now everyone will have to wait and see if the problem will be
bigger for the Wings.
6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 3 Points (1-2-1)
The Columbus Blue Jackets came into the season with a
personnel issue of their own. Their start center, Pierre-Luc
Dubois was a late RFA signing and snuck in just under the
deadline to make it to camp and start the season on time.
There have been rumors that he has also asked for a trade,
wants a bigger stage to play on and wants to go to a large
market, or Canada. Columbus is hoping that in a new
division the team can rise above the ranks to get to the
playoffs and help convince him to stay.
However, that isn’t going so well at the moment with just a 12-1 record and three points in the standings. Their game is

messy all around. They have given up three or more goals in
each of their games while only scoring two per game. So far
their only win has come in the same game that Dubois has
scored and that was against Detroit, a team they have to be
able to beat regularly to make it to the playoffs.
7. Chicago Blackhawks: 1 Point (0-3-1)
The Chicago Blackhawks earned their first point with an
overtime loss to the Florida Panthers last night. The
Blackhawks were always in for a rough season, but with the
last-second losses of Jonathan Toews and Kirby Dach, the
Hawks went from a bottom-10 team to a bottom-three team
in the league.
They also do not have any stability in the crease, as they are
going with a trio of goaltenders in Collin Delia, Kevin
Lankinen, and Malcolm Subban…none of which have a win
yet. Delia leads the team in starts with two and save
percentage at .855%. With all three goalies having over a
5.00 GAA the Blackhawks may be looking to the waiver wire
to get some better depth goaltending.
8. Dallas Stars: 0 Points (0-0-0)
The Dallas Stars have yet to play a game but heading into
Thursday, they were not in last place in the division. That
belonged to the Chicago Blackhawks who were able to climb
to seventh place when they earned their first point in four
tries. The Stars schedule has been updated with the games
that were postponed due to COVID. The Stars are set to
begin their schedule on Friday Jan. 22 against the Nashville
Predators at home.

With home opener delayed, Canes forge on in COVID-19 protocol
By Bridget Condon
Tonight should be the Carolina Hurricanes home opener at
PNC Arena but instead, the team is dealing with the effects
of COVID-19 with five players on the protocol list, a shutdown facility and no set return date.
RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- Tonight should be the Carolina
Hurricanes home opener at PNC Arena but instead, the team
is dealing with the effects of COVID-19 with five players on
the protocol list, a shut-down facility and no set return date.
"I think we were just kind of getting rolling and obviously
depending how long we're out for not being able to practice
kind of determines that," said Hurricanes head coach Rod
Brind'Amour. "We're business as usual as far as today we
had a practice, but it was practice on Zoom and we got that
done. Now they've got to figure out a way to stay in shape on
their own. (Strength and Conditioning Coach) Bill Burniston

has been out traveling around dropping bikes off. We're
making the best of the situation."
The team has had as many games postponed as it has
played. Brind'Amour said his team has been following all of
the NHL COVID-19 protocols and isn't sure how this
happened.
"I think they've done the best they can," Brind'Amour said. "I
think everybody has to be quite honest. There is so much
unknown, and you always want to, I think, err on the side of
caution, and I think we've done all the protocols. We've tried.
I think we've done a great job. Obviously, it didn't matter. It
got into our room."
Hurricanes General Manager Don Waddell said the focus is
on getting the virus "out of the locker room."
"The league isn't going to care about who's out," Waddell
said. "From our end, we know the games we're canceling
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we're going to have to fit into a real tight schedule. It has
nothing to do with the quality of players, the concern is when
you have that many players at one time that are either
positive or in the contact tracing then the fear is it could
come through the locker room, and that's why the league
made the decision with our doctors, the league doctors, that
it was better to take these days and shut it down. Let's get it
out of the locker room so that we can resume our schedule
here in the near future."
Right now, the NHL isn't funding any of the tests. The league
set up PCR tests for teams, which they pay for and that take
at least 24 hours for results -- a time frame where the virus
could spread. Waddell said the Hurricanes just added their
own rapid testing machines inside PNC Arena.
"We will have to use it when we come out of this quarantine,"
Waddell said. "As far as for long-term what the plan is for the
NHL, they haven't said this is something that we're going to

do, but I know the machines have been installed, and we
have them now in PNC Arena, and we will see what
protocols the league sets up going forward."
Brind'Amour said the adversity can help the team become
stronger. But for now, it's just wait and see.
"It really just comes down to doing it right as best you can,
and that's kind of what we've always preached anyways,"
Brind'Amour said. "We'll see how this works out. I believe in
the group. I think we can kind of get through this. I think we'll
be stronger in a lot of ways because this isn't ideal for
anybody. We've got guys sitting in Nashville in a hotel room
that can't leave their room. It's brutal. I feel for these guys."
Waddell said everything is day-to-day, but he is hoping the
Canes can get back into the training facility in some capacity
this weekend and hopefully play again next week.
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When will the Canes play again? Will they make up games postponed by
COVID-19? Here’s what we know.

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JANUARY 21, 2021 11:56 AM,

Carolina Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell said
Thursday he believes the team will be able to make up games postponed
because of COVID-19 issues and was hopeful the Canes could play
again next week.
The Canes had five players Thursday on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol
list: forwards Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen, Warren Foegele, and
Jordan Martinook, and defenseman Jaccob Slavin. Carolina, which won
two of its first three games, has had its past three games postponed.
Waddell, in a media call, was limited in what he could say about the
team’s COVID problems because of NHL protocols and restrictions, and
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did not say how many players had tested positive for the virus or were in
contact tracing. Waddell said he did not know how the Hurricanes’
players became infected, saying, “If we could figure out where it’s coming
from I think there would be a lot of sports teams that would pretty happy.
We look at every angle.”
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour noted, “We have guys sitting in Nashville
in a hotel room that can’t leave their room.” He was referring to players in
COVID-19 quarantine, calling it “brutal” and saying he feels for those
players.
READJUSTING CAROLINA’S SCHEDULE, STAYING SAFE
The Canes have home games scheduled Jan. 26 and Jan. 28 against
Tampa Bay and then back-to-back games against the Dallas Stars on
Jan. 30-31. Waddell said the league is working on readjusting the Canes’
schedule and that it might result in playing five games in seven nights.
He said the league will try to avoid playing three games in three days,
which can put the players at risk.
Brind’Amour said the players practiced “on Zoom” on Thursday and were
working out at home. He said he hoped they would not be too far behind
physically once they return to the ice, although saying that was the “great
unknown.”
“We all understood there was a chance something like this was going to
happen,” Brind’Amour said. “You just look at all the other sports, it’s rare
to find a team it didn’t affect in some way or another. It’s not really about
was it going to happen but how you deal with it.
“That’s really what we’re going to find out, how we handle this coming
out. Are we going to be in tip-top shape? Probably not. We’re going to
have figure out different ways to make up for the time we lost. It really
comes down to doing it right as best you can and that’s what we’ve
always preached.
“I believe in the group. I think we can find a way to get through this. I
think we’ll be stronger in a lot of ways. I don’t think we’ll be too adversely
affected.”
While the players on the COVID list are in quarantine the Canes’ plan is
to recall players who have some NHL experience. Staal could return
Thursday.
RAPID CORONAVIRUS TESTING MACHINES AT PNC ARENA
The NHL on Wednesday announced that the Canes’ two games this
week against the Florida Panthers at PNC Arena had been postponed.
The postponements were announced a day after the league postponed
the Hurricanes’ Tuesday night game in Nashville against the Predators.
The Canes’ training facility has been closed by the league. Waddell said
he hoped the facility might be available by the weekend to “do some
things” although not with a full team.
Waddell said rapid testing machines for coronavirus were being been
installed in PNC Arena. The players will be spaced out in the locker room
area.
“I think we’ve done everything we can possibly do and you just can’t
control it,” he said. “We have to figure out how to get it out of the locker
room and make sure we keep our environment safe for our players.”
The Hurricanes became the first NHL team to have games postponed for
COVID reasons since the regular season began last week. The Dallas
Stars had their regular-season schedule reworked after a cluster of
COVID cases during training camp.
No NHL team other than the Hurricanes had more than two players on
the COVID list on Tuesday. The NHL report is released each day after 5
p.m.
NHL’S COVID PROTOCOL
The NHL is listing players this season that are not available and termed
“COVID protocol related absences.” Being placed on the list does not

indicate that a positive test for coronavirus has been confirmed, although
that can be one reason for the reported absence.
An initial positive test might remain unconfirmed. Those with COVID
symptoms could be in isolation. A player could be in quarantine and
considered a high-risk close contact. There could be a quarantine for
travel.
When a player tests positive, they must self-isolate and the team is
instructed to conduct contact tracing. If the player’s second test is
negative he is required to test negative again for two consecutive days
before being removed from the league’s protocol.
News Observer LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Hurricanes address ‘great unknown’ after COVID-19 game
postponements

By Sara Civian Jan 21, 2021

After four Hurricanes (Jordan Martinook, Warren Foegele, Teuvo
Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin) joined captain Jordan Staal on the NHL’s
COVID-19 protocol list Tuesday — and after at least three tested positive
— the league has announced that all Hurricanes games will be
postponed through at least Jan. 23. The Canes’ game in Nashville on
Tuesday night was already postponed, and now they’ll miss what
would’ve been the home opener Thursday and a matinee Saturday
against the Panthers.
The last game they played was a 4-2 win over the Predators on Monday.
“Right now it’s day-to-day. Right now (training facilities) are closed,”
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said Thursday. “Every night
there’s a call with our medical directors and the league’s medical
directors, and it’s discussed on a nightly basis. Right now I envision
(training facilities) being closed for the next day or so. But we’re hoping
we can start doing some things (by the weekend). Maybe it won’t be the
full team, but some things, start ramping up to a full practice, then get
ready to play by next week.”
But for now, and at least a “day or so,” they wait.
“That’s the kind of great unknown,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said
Thursday. “We were just kind of getting rolling, and now however long
we’re out for, not being able to practice, will determine (how big of a
setback this is). We’re going to try to do the best we can. We just got off
a Zoom meeting, and I told the guys we’re business as usual as far as —
today we had a practice on Zoom, now they gotta figure out a way to stay
in shape. (Strength and conditioning coach) Bill Burniston‘s been
traveling around dropping bikes off, and we’re making the best of this
situation. But I don’t know (how much of a setback this will be). Who
knows? we’ll find out.”
As for rescheduling games, Waddell says despite all the league’s
postponed games involving Central Division teams thus far, there’s been
no talk about canceling games yet. Waddell said playing every game is
still doable, and he was on a call with the league and schedule-makers
Thursday morning discussing options. He said that they’re looking at a
five-games-in-seven-days-type scenario but that all sides want to avoid
three-in-threes at all costs.
Right now, the NHL is not providing or funding rapid (POC) tests, but the
situation with the Hurricanes has prompted a discussion among league
execs around their implementation. The NBA, for example, uses both
PCR and rapid tests leaguewide and is discussing using local testing in
each team’s city in case there are transportation issues with tests.
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The Hurricanes said they are now funding their own rapid testing that
recently arrived at PNC Arena.

six overtime sessions (five in one game) in the five-game series to
advance.

“Well, we have it in our building now. We just got the machines the other
day,” Waddell said. “The whole plan was to test officials and off-ice
personnel people when they come in the building. We will have to use it
when we come out of this quarantine. As far as for long-term what the
plan is for the NHL, they haven’t said, ‘This is something we’re going to
do,’ but I know the machines have been installed, and we have them now
in PNC Arena, and we’ll see what protocols the league sets up going
forward.”

“When you play Columbus, it’s not going to be 8-7, I’ll tell you that,”
Cooper said. “And it’s going to be a tight game, and we’ve been finding a
way these last whatever we’ve played them, and you know, hopefully it
continues.”

“I think the (league) has done the best they can. I think everybody has, to
be quite honest,” Brind’Amour added. “There’s so much unknown, and
you always want to err on the side of caution. We’ve done all the
protocols. We’ve tried. Obviously, it didn’t matter. It got into our room.
We’re just trying the best we can to follow everything the people who
know what they’re talking about is telling us.
“I think we all understood there was a chance something like this was
going to happen. It’s not really about, ‘Was it gonna happen?’ It’s how
you deal with it, and that’s really what we’re going to find out: how we
handle this. Coming out, are we gonna be in tip-top shape? Probably not.
We’re going to have to figure out ways to make up for the time we’ve lost,
and we’ll find out. It really just comes down to doing it right, best we can,
and that’s kind of what we’ve always preached anyway. This isn’t ideal
for anybody. We’ve got guys sitting in Nashville right now in a hotel room
that can’t leave their rooms. It’s brutal. But at the end of the day, we’re
still pretty lucky that we’re even talking about playing a game. I think
that’ll win out in the end.”
The Athletic LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Tampa Bay Lightning

Lightning beat Blue Jackets in overtime

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday
Updated 4 hours ago

The Lightning know all too well how hard fought their games against the
Blue Jackets can be.
They know how difficult it can be to get an open look, how the Blue
Jackets are constantly pressuring the puck, how Columbus can make a
game chippy with its physicality. Tampa Bay knows how Columbus can
make a game ugly, taking away its skill advantage.
The Lightning might not be willing to call the Blue Jackets rivals yet. But
now that they’re division opponents for this season, Tampa Bay’s ability
to outlast Columbus’ frustrating game will be a big part of the Lightning’s
path back to the postseason.

Point, who scored two overtime goals in last season’s playoffs against
Columbus, came up clutch again.
The Lightning had plenty of open ice playing 3-on-3 in overtime. After
Steven Stamkos won a faceoff in the defensive end, defenseman Victor
Hedman charged up the right side, ran a give-and-go with Stamkos past
the blue line and found Point with a cross-crease pass as he skated
toward the end line.
“(Hedman) wheels around and puts one on my tape, and I’m able to get
enough of it,” Point said. “I didn’t get all of it but luckily enough. It kind of
bounces the right way and goes in.”
The Lightning (3-0-0) have outscored opponents 13-5 in their three
games, but like most recent games against Columbus, this was their
tightest of the young season.
Playing their first game in six days because of coronavirus-related
rescheduling, Tampa Bay lost a one-goal lead early in the third period on
a power-play goal by Columbus forward Nick Foglino, and it committed
some untimely penalties down the stretch. But the Lightning killed the
next two Blue Jackets power plays to get the game to overtime.
Just 21 seconds into the game, the Lightning’s rust was evident when
Blue Jackets wing Oliver Bjorkstrand scored after Hedman lost the puck
at the Lightning blue line.
Defenseman Ryan McDonagh led the rush with strong transition play,
assisting on both Lightning regulation goals, which came in 83 seconds
in the second period. McDonagh made a cross-crease pass to forward
Blake Coleman, back from the COVID-19 protocol list, for the first goal at
16:33, then found forward Mathieu Joseph streaking through the slot for
a one-timer that put the Lightning up 2-1.
Columbus tied it 47 seconds into the third when Foligno redirected
Bjorkstrand’s shot past Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. The Blue
Jackets were scoreless on their first eight power plays this season before
that goal.
“We found ourselves down early, but I thought we quickly got to our
strength of our game and just kept building and building,” McDonagh
said. “It was a good sign that we didn’t try and change our game as far as
cheat for offense, so to speak.
“We were down right off the start of the game, and we just tried to play
the same way throughout the whole game, getting the shots from the
point or transition and staying in the structure. So it was a good sign and
a good test here again early on in the season for us to stick with our
process.”
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So it was fitting that the Lightning’s first of eight scheduled meetings with
the Blue Jackets went to overtime Thursday night, ending on a Brayden
Point goal for a 3-2 win in Tampa Bay’s first road game of the season.
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“You know what you’re going to get from Columbus,” coach Jon Cooper
said. “They defend, they play hard, and it’s tough to get in the inside.
We’ve had to play with a lot of discipline in our game to make sure that
we’re in these games, and (Thursday) was another example.”

Lightning’s Blake Coleman scores goal in return from coronavirus
protocol

Cooper talks a lot about the growth of his team. A big part of that was the
Lightning re-evaluating themselves two years ago after a record-setting
regular season ended with a first-round playoff sweep by the Blue
Jackets. Tampa Bay’s path to the Stanley Cup last year went through
Columbus again in the opening round, and the Lightning needed to play

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday
Updated 6 hours ago

Tampa Bay Lightning
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Blake Coleman’s stint on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list was brief, and
though the Lightning forward only missed two practice days, he had to
find a way to compensate for the time he would be out.
A player obviously can’t skate while in isolation in his own home, so
Coleman said he made his stationary bike his best friend while
quarantining.
“For a lot of people, it comes down to the resources you have,” said
Coleman. “Fortunately, I have a bike at home where I was able to stay on
the bike every day and make sure I was staying in game shape here.
That’s the biggest thing. You don’t want to take three, four or five days off
and then have to be thrown right into a game without any sort of
workout.”
Coleman didn’t appear to miss a beat in his return, scoring the
Lightning’s first goal in a 3-2 overtime win at Columbus on Thursday
night, playing 13:30 of ice time.
His contribution to the goal, at 16:33 of the second period, came on both
ends of the ice. Coleman poked the puck away from Alexandre Texier in
the defensive zone. He sped up the ice, received a pass from
defenseman Ryan McDonagh on the left side of the crease, and tapped
the puck past goaltender Joonas Korpisalo.
Being away from the team wasn’t easy. Players must produce
consecutive negative tests spread out 24 hours apart to come off the
protocol list, which doesn’t reveal if a player had a confirmed positive
test. They could have had a false positive or been in close contact with
someone who tested positive.
“It’s going to be a really weird year,” Coleman said “You almost feel like
you’re letting the team down being on that list, even though there’s
nothing you can really do about it. You want to be on the team, you want
to be helping win games. You don’t want to spend a lot of time on there,
but at the same time, you can only control what you can control.”
Coleman had a strong start to the season before being sidelined, posting
a goal and an assist in the first two games while averaging 15:21 of ice
time. Because the team’s next two games against Dallas were
postponed, Coleman didn’t miss any games, but he said being off the ice
still hurt.
“That was kind of the more frustrating part for me is that I was kind of
feeling better each day as far as game shape, game timing, things like
that,” he said. “It isn’t ideal to have to take a step off the ice, but at the
same time, I’m a pro. I’m at home making sure my cardio stays up and
things like that, but obviously the timing of game speed and hockey
speed is a different thing. You can’t simulate that.”
Quick shots
Backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney remained on the COVID-19
protocol list, his sixth straight day on the list. ... There were still five
Carolina Hurricanes players on the protocol list Thursday, as the status
of the Lightning’s next series Tuesday and Thursday in Carolina remains
uncertain. The Hurricanes’ series this week against Florida was
postponed.
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Tampa Bay Lightning

Lightning observations: How Columbus got beat by the monster it helped
create

By Joe Smith

Brayden Point delivered another overtime winner against the Blue
Jackets on Thursday night, lifting the Lightning to a 3-2 victory.
It sparked memories from the superstar center’s heroics in last season’s
playoffs, when Point scored the winner in the fifth overtime of Game 1
against Columbus, then sealed the series with another in Game 5.
Watching the game Thursday night — the first of eight meetings between
the teams this season — I couldn’t help but think that the Blue Jackets
got beat by the monster they helped create.
One can argue that the Lightning wouldn’t have won the Stanley Cup in
September had it not been for the influence of Columbus. The
heartbreaking and humbling first-round sweep handed to Tampa Bay in
the 2019 playoffs was a driving force behind not only some on-ice
adjustments but also the addition of sandpaper to the “greatest show on
ice” with deadline additions such as Blake Coleman and Barclay
Goodrow, not to mention Zach Bogosian and Pat Maroon.
And had the Lightning not overcome the mental hurdle of beating the
Blue Jackets in a thrilling, five-overtime victory in Game 1 of their firstround series in July, even coach Jon Cooper has wondered how that
might have changed the trajectory of their playoff run.
“You lose that game, you don’t know what’s going to happen,” Conn
Smythe winner Victor Hedman said. “We’ll never get to answer that, but it
was a big win for our group. We didn’t look back from there.”
Cooper reflected on that Game 1 marathon win the night the Lightning
hoisted the Cup.
“That might have turned the tables for us,” Cooper said. “We don’t win
that game, and all of a sudden doubt creeps in. We had a pretty resilient
group. You need to see some sort of success; you need to feel it. You
need to taste it. We got rewarded for playing the way we did. We don’t
win that game, who knows? Columbus might be in our head. When we
won that game, it catapulted us to where we are.”
Defenseman Ryan McDonagh said the Game 1 win over Columbus “set
the tempo.” It took a lot of patience and discipline defensively for the
Lightning to win that type of game, and it validated the process Cooper
often spoke about. “It set the bar real high, that importance of everyone
and every little play,” McDonagh said. “It set the tone for our group that
we’ve got to put a ton of effort in and be ready for any situation.”
That’s the same way the Lightning won Thursday’s hard-fought game,
fueling their offense with strong defensive plays. Tampa Bay, the first
defending Cup champ to start the next season 3-0 since the 1999-2000
Stars, still had to win three grueling series after beating Columbus last
summer. The Lightning earned every bit of what was likely the hardest
Cup to win, considering the 65-day stay in the bubble. And there were
other playoff defeats that hardened this Tampa Bay core over the years,
from the 2015 Cup final to two Game 7 losses in the Eastern Conference
finals in 2016 and 2018.
But when the history books are written on this Lightning championship
team, Columbus will be a key part of their arc.
“I truly believe that failure, you have to feel it before you can have
success,” Cooper said. “It makes you wear the bumps; you wear the
bruises. You wear the heartache. You wear it on your sleeve. It keeps
you up at night; it also drives you. Almost the fear of losing becomes
greater than the joy of winning. We were not going to be denied.”
Here are some other observations from Thursday’s win.
McDonagh’s mojo
McDonagh has been part of the Lightning’s shutdown pair ever since he
arrived in a blockbuster trade with the Rangers in the 2018 deadline.
He’s an incredibly smart and stout defender, a key penalty killer.
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But what we’ve seen from McDonagh, 31, especially recently, has been
his ability to join the rush and create offensively. Case in point was
Thursday night, when McDonagh made some slick plays to set up each
of the first two Tampa Bay goals.
You could see McDonagh was feeling it early on; he made a great pinch
midway through the first period, creating a great scoring chance. Then
came McDonagh’s assist on Coleman’s tying goal early in the second,
giving the veteran defenseman a highlight-reel 300th career point. It
started in the Tampa Bay zone when Coleman forced a giveaway.
McDonagh carried the puck through the middle of the ice, giving it up to
Yanni Gourde before darting into the Columbus zone.
Watch the awareness, patience and then perfect cross-crease pass to
Coleman:
“He’s been exceptional,” Cooper said. “Everything’s coming from his
ability to play defense. He’s breaking up plays and doing so many good
things. His timing has been excellent. He’s a big reason why we’ve
started the season 3-0.”
McDonagh’s second assist gave the Lightning a one-goal lead in the
second. The fourth line, led by Joseph, created a turnover at mid-ice, and
McDonagh joined the rush on the left side. McDonagh found a streaking
Joseph in the slot for a one-timer.
“The way our coaching staff wants us to play, we have to be the second
wave,” McDonagh said. “Just part of our system. I’m just trying to pick my
spots and come out clean of your zone. You’ve got shifts where you like
to get up there and try to make things happen. Obviously, we played well
as a team and everyone gets involved there. And it’s a good sign that the
D-men were making things happen.”
McDonagh is right; it is part of the Lightning’s structure for the
defensemen to get involved. And it’s not like McDonagh has been a stayat-home defenseman his entire career, with the former Rangers captain
on New York’s power play for years, racking up at least 40 points three
times. But Fox Sports Sun color analyst Brian Engblom, a two-time Cupwinning defenseman, has noticed a subtle shift in McDonagh’s mentality
since camp started.
“It looks like a new state of mind,” Engblom said. “I don’t think he’s lacked
confidence. It’s perception of what is important, what he sees that his job
is, what situations he’s used in. Defensive situations constantly make
your game perception get smaller. Plus, you have (Hedman) and
(Sergachev) ahead of him on the power play. But in training camp,
(McDonagh) had PP reps; he was aggressive up ice. It’s a state of mind,
a perception of your world out there on the ice.”
Joseph’s jump
It was around this time last season that I made a trip to Syracuse to
check on Lightning prospects and talk with Mathieu Joseph.
Joseph had just been dealt a “humbling” demotion to the AHL after
having spent most of his rookie season as a regular. The former fourthround pick talked then about how you can’t get too comfortable in the
NHL, how he was thinking too much and not playing his game. And
you’ve got to give Joseph credit for regaining his game, and his
confidence, in the minors and then impressing the coaching staff during
the two-month playoffs. He didn’t appear in a playoff game, but he got his
name on the Stanley Cup, and now he looks like a different player.
It’s not just that Joseph has two goals in the first three games this
season, with his one-timer in the second period Thursday giving the
Lightning a 2-1 lead. It’s how he’s doing it. Joseph isn’t playing a ton of
minutes — just 7:28 on Thursday — but he’s making the most of them.
He’s got the jump back in his skating, using his disruptive speed on the
forecheck. He’s stronger on the puck, something he worked on in
practices all summer. And Joseph is aggressive in the offensive zone,
pouncing on a loose puck in his goal in the opener and then his quick
shot on Thursday.

“That’s why he’s in the lineup,” Cooper said. “When you’re making plays
like this, you’re forcing the coach’s hand to play you a little bit more. One
thing about Jo is he can play up and down the lineup. He had to round
out some things in his game, and he’s done that. You want to be in the
NHL lineup, and Jo has deserved to; it’s been great to watch his
development the last couple years.”
Joseph was terrific in the opener while playing on the second line with
Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli, taking advantage of the fact Tyler
Johnson wasn’t available because of his trip through waivers the day
prior. Right now, Joseph is holding on tight to that fourth-line winger spot,
making it difficult for Alex Volkov to get in the lineup.
It wouldn’t be surprising to see Joseph earn a few more shifts with Killorn
and Cirelli. Killorn noted last week that he and Cirelli played with Joseph
quite a bit as a rookie.
“There’s definitely some familiarity,” Killorn said. “He’s got so much
energy; he’s a good skater. When you look at some of the goals or
opportunities we had (opening night), a lot of it was because of his work
and breaking up plays. He always wants to be F1 (the first forechecking
forward), wants to be skating around, and for me, I love that. Less work
for me. I love the way he plays. He’s taken major steps in the offseason.”
On Point
Point scoring another overtime goal, his third against Columbus dating to
the first round of the playoffs, doesn’t surprise anyone who has coached
or watched him since he was a kid.
The fact of the matter is that Point has emerged as one of the game’s top
10 players, in my opinion, and if the Lightning finish as expected, he
could receive some Hart Trophy votes. Without previous Hart winner
Nikita Kucherov, Point is the guy for the Lightning up front. Captain
Steven Stamkos is off to a stellar start with six points in his first three
games, and he’s skating better than he has in years. But Point is a bigtime play driver, from his zone entries to his speed to his savvy in the
offensive zone, and he’ll be leaned on heavily this season.
“He’s an exceptional player,” Cooper said. “It’s a process. You come into
the league, you’ve got to learn; you’ve got to work and do things the right
way. He doesn’t cut corners. Good things happen to players that don’t
cheat the game, and Pointer is one of those guys. He’s an offensively
gifted player, but there are guys that seem to rise to the occasion. Your
best players have to be your best players, and Pointer is one of them.”
Speaking of best players, Hedman is on another level. The Norris Trophy
winner and Conn Smythe winner makes a strong case to be labeled the
best defenseman in the world, and he continues to make plays (big and
small), from this assist on the OT winner to more under-the-radar ones.
The winger scored the game-tying goal early in the second period and
finished with just over 13 minutes of ice time. But Coleman did feel
fortunate that his stay on the list was only a few days; he missed just two
practices. He didn’t get into specifics on why he was on the list. You don’t
have to test positive to land on it; other reasons include a false-positive
test or being exposed to someone who tested positive.
You have to test negative twice over a 48-hour span to get off the list. But
it had to be an anxious time for Coleman, who lives with his almost-1year-old daughter, Charlie, and pregnant wife, Jordan.
“It’s going to be a really weird year,” Coleman said. “You almost feel like
you’re letting the team down being on that list, even though there’s
nothing you can really do about it. You want to be on the team; you want
to be helping win games. You don’t want to spend a lot of time on there,
but at the same time, you can only control what you can control.”
With Coleman not allowed to be with the team during his time on the
COVID-19 protocol list, he took advantage of the stationary bike he has
in his Tampa home to stay in game shape.
“For a lot of people, it comes down to the resources you have,” Coleman
said. “Fortunately, I have a bike at home, where I was able to stay on the
bike every day and make sure I was staying in game shape here. That’s
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the biggest thing: You don’t want to take three, four or five days off and
then have to be thrown right into a game without any sort of workout.”
Backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney is still on the COVID-19 protocol
list, and the Lightning called up Spencer Martin from Syracuse to be on
the taxi squad for depth.
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John Klingberg misses practice, putting status in question for Stars’
season opener

By Matthew DeFranks6:43 PM on Jan 21, 2021 CST

Stars defenseman John Klingberg missed practice Thursday morning on
the eve of Dallas’ season opener against Nashville on Friday at the
American Airlines Center.
Stars coach Rick Bowness said Klingberg’s absence was for medical
reasons, and that the team would determine his availability against the
Predators on Friday. In his absence Thursday, Thomas Harley skated on
the top defensive pair with Esa Lindell.
Harley, 19, is the team’s top prospect and a first-round pick in 2019. He
joined training camp late after playing for Canada in the World Junior
Championship, and should play his first career NHL regular-season
game at some point this season. The left-hander is a tall offensive
defenseman who can skate well.

with us and being part of the team and part of the game again. We
missed them. I know they missed watching the games. They’re a huge
part of creating a tremendous atmosphere in this arena.”
Single-game tickets for the team’s four home games in January went on
sale Tuesday morning, and are sold in pods of 2-6 people. The entire
pod must be purchased during a transaction.
Fans will be required to complete a health questionnaire at
StarsCheckIn.com on the day of the game in order to enter the arena.
Masks are required, all transactions will be cashless and bags will not be
allowed inside the arena, only “wallet-sized clutches (4.5 inches by 6.5
inches) will be permitted in the building.”
-- Defenseman Julius Honka cleared waivers Thursday, as all 30 other
NHL teams passed on the chance to claim the former first-round pick.
The Stars assigned him to the taxi squad, the six-player group that
practices and travels with the NHL team, but is paid their AHL salary.
In the best case scenario, Honka appears to be the 10th defenseman on
the Stars depth chart (behind the eight on the active roster and Harley),
but could fall behind some of the team’s prospects with AHL affiliate
Texas.
-- The Stars assigned goaltender Colton Point to Texas on Thursday.
Point should be the starting goaltender in the AHL as a result of Ben
Bishop’s injury and Landon Bow’s inclusion on the taxi squad.
-- Forward Rhett Gardner returned to practice Thursday after missing
Wednesday.
-- The Stars announced their Opening Night roster. Here it is.
Forwards (13): Jamie Benn, Nick Caamano, Andrew Cogliano, Ty
Dellandrea, Jason Dickinson, Justin Dowling, Radek Faksa, Denis
Gurianov, Roope Hintz, Joel Kiviranta, Joe Pavelski, Alexander Radulov,
Jason Robertson.

The Stars will already be without forward Blake Comeau, who will miss
Friday’s game for undisclosed reasons. Comeau has not practiced with
Dallas since Saturday. Forward Ty Dellandrea will fill in for Comeau on
the checking line with Andrew Cogliano and Radek Faksa, in addition to
absorbing some of his minutes on the penalty kill.

Defensemen (8): Taylor Fedun, Joel Hanley, Miro Heiskanen, John
Klingberg, Esa Lindell, Jamie Oleksiak, Mark Pysyk, Andrej Sekera.

New ‘A’ in town: Bowness announced that Stars forward Joe Pavelski will
wear an ‘A’ with normal alternate captain Tyler Seguin out until April
following offseason hip surgery.

Taxi squad (6): Landon Bow, Rhett Gardner, Thomas Harley, Julius
Honka, Tanner Kero, Joel L’Esperance

“Everybody in that room, every team I’ve been on, the No. 1 thing they
want you to do is help each other out,” Pavelski said. “How do you do
that? Show up, work hard, be a good teammate, have some fun. You just
try to be yourself. Nothing’s really going to change that way.”

Assigned to AHL affiliate Texas (10): Dawson Barteaux, Joseph Cecconi,
Riley Damiani, Tye Felhaber, Ben Gleason, Adam Mascherin, Colton
Point, Jerad Rosburg, Ryan Shea, Riley Tufte.

Pavelski will join Lindell, Klingberg and Comeau as alternate captains.
Jamie Benn remains the Stars captain.
Pavelski was the captain in San Jose for his final four seasons there prior
to signing with Dallas in the summer of 2019. The 36-year-old is entering
his 15th season in the NHL and is on the second year of a three-year
contract with the Stars that pays him $7 million annually.
“When you’re with one team as long as he was, it’s not an easy
adjustment for anybody to go into a new team, new dressing room, new
atmosphere, new players that you don’t know very well,” Bowness said.
“You just can’t walk in and say ‘I’m a leader.’ You can’t. You have to earn
the players’ respect. … He clearly did that.”
Fans in the stands: The Stars are one of four NHL teams allowing fans at
home games, along with Arizona, Florida and Nashville. Capacity is
limited to 4,500 (the American Airlines Center’s typical capacity for
hockey is 18,532) and seats will be socially distanced from each other.
“It’s a better alternative to playing in front of empty seats,” Bowness said.
“It’s not perfect and it might be a while before we get back to that stage.
But for now, it’s going to be great to have 5,000 of our fans in our rink

Goaltenders (2): Anton Khudobin, Jake Oettinger.
Non-roster (2): Blake Comeau.

Long-term injured reserve (2): Ben Bishop, Stephen Johns, Tyler Seguin.
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Dallas Stars

‘A great person, a great coach’: Stars coach Rick Bowness won players’
respect by treating them like family

By Matthew DeFranks6:30 PM on Jan 21, 2021 CST

When the Stars were sequestered from society and their families, locked
away in an Edmonton hotel for nine weeks during the playoffs, Rick
Bowness looked for a way to bridge the gap.
Then the Stars interim head coach, Bowness was steering the
franchise’s best postseason run in 20 years, a performance that ended
with a Western Conference championship and a loss in the Stanley Cup
Final to Tampa Bay.
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The hockey lifer with five decades of NHL coaching was chasing the first
Cup of his career.

matches at each other. Brendan knows when grandpa is on the phone
because he just starts screaming.”

One of his lasting accomplishments in Edmonton came in a dimly lit
room, with a video as his backdrop. It was Bowness’ idea to compile
good luck messages from every players’ family and show them to the
team while they spent months away, chasing their dream.

“Love it,” Rick said of being a grandfather. “Oh my God, it’s awesome. It
really is. He melts my heart every time I look at him.”

Bowness knew that Andrej Sekera hadn’t seen his wife since he left
Europe that summer. He knew Ben Bishop, Taylor Fedun and Justin
Dowling were missing their newborns. He knew that Blake Comeau had
three daughters waiting for him at home. He wanted in a small way to
bring them all closer.

All three children have worked in the NHL. They send Rick good luck
messages prior to puck drop. Kristen followed a strict game-day routine
during the playoffs: She wears something green and uses the same
coffee mug in the morning. Ricky’s bachelor party was how Rick met
Montgomery. Ryan, a Penguins scout, asked his dad to remain true to
himself when he took over the job.

The explicit message was that sacrifices were made all around. The
underlying one was that Bowness treated his players like his own family.

And, like almost all hockey people, they’re golf enthusiasts.

“He’s dad and grandpa and a husband before he’s a coach,” son Ryan
said.
“Definitely heard from a lot of people that I hadn’t heard from in a long
time, from Ottawa and elsewhere,” son Ricky said. “Everyone was happy
for him, so it kind of shows karma pays off if you’re a good person and do
your job well. Eventually, you get rewarded.”
“To me, it meant more that he got so much credit being a good person
rather than a Stanley Cup winner,” daughter Kristen said. “I think that’s
something you can hold your hat on a little bit better.”
Bowness has since shed the interim label attached after Jim Montgomery
was fired in December 2019. He signed a two-year contract to coach the
Stars through their championship window. For the first time this century,
Bowness will be introduced as the head coach on opening night, when
the Stars begin their season Friday against Nashville.
Coaching the Stars may be Bowness’ last best chance at winning the
elusive Cup, and it’s a realization that hit him a year ago when he
discovered he did not want anyone else coaching this team. Pride
swelled, as did his competitiveness and ambition.
“I don’t want to give this up, because this could be my last, my one and
only chance to be the head coach of a really good hockey club,”
Bowness said. “It strengthened pretty much every day, every week, every
passing game. You get more attached.”
After coaching the expansion Senators, and taking over for fired coaches
(due to performance) amid trade deadline selloffs, Bowness finally had
the reins of a competitive team.
He tweaked the Stars’ playing style, asking more offensively from
defensemen John Klingberg and Miro Heiskanen. Forwards crashed
harder to the net to score more dirty goals. He inserted Joel Kiviranta into
the lineup just in time for his Game 7 heroics. He provided calm during
wild series against Calgary and Colorado.
As the Stars crept within two wins of winning a championship, Bowness’
family assembled in Dallas. Ricky, Ryan and Kristen all joined mom Judy
in Texas to either celebrate a career accomplishment or console after a
Final defeat. When Rick finally exited the bus at the Stars training facility
in Frisco, his family was there for him.
“Once we talked about it and they saw that I was going to survive, then it
became a normal family life,” Rick said. “We got to enjoy each other’s
company again. That was huge. When I got off the bus at the rink here,
they were all there. It brings tears to your eyes because you just know
they’re feeling exactly what I’m feeling.”
Kristen said: “Every kid wants to see their dad come home from work.”
Nowadays, Rick has a date every night with his grandson Brendan,
Ryan’s son. They speak their own language, Kristen said, and Ryan said
his communication with his father now is all about Brendan.
“He calls him his little buddy, ‘What time we talking to little buddy
tonight?’” Ryan said. “Just throw him on the camera. It’s actually
hilarious; my wife loves it because the two of them have little screaming

The Bownesses are a hockey family at their core.

“We’re a very close family,” Rick said. “They felt the losses like I did.
They felt the wins like I did. I know they did because hockey’s been all
our lives. That’s the only life they’ve ever known is hockey, and the ups
and downs that come with it. It’s not always a rosy street you’re walking
down in hockey.”
When he’s not watching Seinfeld or Curb Your Enthusiasm reruns (Ricky
got him a “Serenity Now!” placard for his desk) or tending his garden in
Nova Scotia, of course Bowness still has his day job.
Stars general manager Jim Nill credited Bowness’ familial attitude as
something that helped the Stars turn the corner in Edmonton. He
assisted the team out of a topsy-turvy regular season with his demeanor,
a go-with-the-flow flexibility that the team needed during COVID-19
unknowns.
It’ll be vital again this year with the pandemic still raging.
“The father’s the one that always has to discipline, but he does love
everybody and everyone respects him for it,” Nill said. “That’s kind of how
I look at Bones. He’s got major respect in that dressing room, but he also
knows there’s times when he’s got to tell players something they don’t
want to hear or may have to sit a player, or take away ice time. Players
don’t like that, but they respect him enough to know that he’s doing it for
the right reason.”
Captain Jamie Benn said Bowness is probably the best coach he’s
played for.
“I’ve played for a lot of great coaches, but he’s got to be right up there,”
Benn said. “Our relationship has definitely gotten stronger, closer; there’s
obviously a lot of communication between a head coach and a captain.
The door is always open to his office, and I can always go in there as
well as the rest of our team. A great person, a great coach.”
Dallas Morning News LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Miro Heiskanen’s path to Norris Trophy: How Stars defenseman could
reign supreme

By Saad Yousuf Jan 21, 2021

On Aug. 20, 2020, the Dallas Stars faced the Calgary Flames in Game 6
with a 3-2 series lead and a chance to move on to the second round of
the playoffs. Midway through the first period, it seemed like that may
require a dramatic Game 7 as the Flames took a 3-0 lead less than
seven minutes into the game.
Then Miro Heiskanen took over.
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Heiskanen got the Stars on the board when he scored on a missile from
the top of the left circle. In typical Heiskanen fashion, he gave a little fist
pump with his right hand as his teammates surrounded him to celebrate.

Roman Josi

16

49

65

Mark Giordano

17

57

74

“I’ve always been like that. I’m a very calm guy,” Heiskanen told The
Athletic. “I don’t usually celebrate like (Alexander Radulov), but I still love
to score goals. I’m not the biggest guy to celebrate, but of course, I love
to score. It’s always been like that, and I don’t know where it’s coming
from. I’m just a pretty calm guy.”
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Nicklas Lidstrom
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Heiskanen went on to assist on three of the next four Stars goals as
Dallas dispatched Calgary with a 7-3 win. After that game, Heiskanen
was asked if he felt his four-point performance and overall dominant
series helped bring him some national attention.
“I don’t think about it too much,” Heiskanen said at the time. “I play my
game.”
Fast forward five months to Monday, Heiskanen was asked if he felt the
deep playoff run in Edmonton helped grow his name on a wider scale.
“I don’t think that way,” Heiskanen says. “Like I said many times, I just do
my thing and don’t think about it too much what other people are all
talking about. I just do my thing, try to help my team every night and,
yeah, that’s it.”
Through two seasons, Heiskanen’s game has been as consistent as his
words. He arrived in the league as a 19-year-old phenom in 2018 and
now enters his third NHL season as a 21-year-old superstar. While the
numbers alone don’t tell the whole story, he’s scored 68 points in 150
games to go along with his defensive play, all before he was old enough
to buy an alcoholic beverage in the United States. Of course, there is
also the record-breaking 2020 playoff run, in which his measured
defense and electric offense were simultaneously on display. His 26
points scored in 27 games were the most by a defenseman in the 21st
century and fourth-most all-time behind Hall of Famers and Norris Trophy
winners Paul Coffey, Brian Leetch and Al MacInnis.
That’s the kind of company Heiskanen is keeping nowadays. Now, the
question is when he’ll formally ascend to the apex of his position. He
made his first little dent in the Norris Trophy voting ballots last season
before exploding in the playoffs on the biggest stage. According to
BetOnline, Heiskanen entered the 2021 season with 12-to-1 odds to win
the Norris Trophy, tied for fifth-best in the NHL. And he’s not shy about
saying he’d like to win it.
“I haven’t thought a lot about it, but of course, it’s my goal, and I want to
raise that at some point,” Heiskanen says. “I need to be better than I was
last year, so that’s why I’ve been practicing a lot during the break.”
While Heiskanen is already an elite defenseman; his youth and work
ethic indicate more growth coming. It’s not about if Heiskanen will win a
Norris Trophy — a panel of former Norris Trophy winners agree that a
Norris is something they see in Heiskanen’s future. The question is,
when?
Whether it’s this season or down the road, he’ll have to follow a certain
roadmap to get there. Here’s what will shape Miro Heiskanen’s path to
the Norris Trophy.
The on-ice play
First, let’s look at the numbers. Heiskanen finished the 2019-2020
campaign with 35 points in 68 games. The season was shortened due to
COVID-19, of course, so if we project his point total across 82 games, it
comes out to around 43 (10 goals, 33 assists), a 10-point improvement
over his rookie campaign. Since 1984, no Norris Trophy winner has
finished a full season with less than 50 points. P.K. Subban finished with
38 points in the 2012-13 lockout season of 48 games.
Here are the basic offensive numbers of Norris Trophy winners of the last
decade:
Player

Goals

Assists

Points

*Lockout-shortened season
In other words, while Heiskanen’s offensive production is trending in the
right direction, it isn’t Norris-caliber just yet.
Offense isn’t everything, of course. Look no further than 2020 Norris
Trophy-winner Roman Josi, who scored 65 points — 10 fewer than
league leader John Carlson. The offensive production just needs to be in
the neighborhood of elite as long as it’s accompanied by strong
defensive play. That’s where things get a bit trickier.
There isn’t a definitive stat that measures the complete defensive impact
of a player. You can look at takeaways or net xGF vs. xGA, but metrics
like those don’t always tell the whole story. A lot of it falls on the eye test
(more on that in a minute). One stat that does a good job of
encapsulating the complete game of a player is Game Score Value
Added (GSVA), computed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn.
Luszczyszyn is a Norris voter. You’ll hear more from him in a bit but,
essentially, this accounts for their defensive results at five-on-five as well
as their usage while not completely ignoring production. It puts
everything in one context.
For a look at how close this statistic measures total effectiveness, here
are defensemen ranked in the model by GSVA last season.
As you can see, 2020 Norris winner Roman Josi led all defensemen in
the category. Though Carlson was the leading scorer among
defensemen last season, his defensive struggles landed him at No. 10.
Heiskanen, meanwhile, finished at eighth.
Now, for that eye test. There isn’t a real substitute for watching
Heiskanen play. His greatness is subtle, and he has a way of making
things look simpler than they are.
“He’s just such a fluid skater and he makes plays that go under the radar,
too,” says Jamie Oleksiak, Heiskanen’s defensive partner. “He doesn’t
have to make that flashy play to be effective in the game. He’s got a
great stick, (and) he makes great reads in the defensive zone. It can’t be
said enough just how cool and calm he is and how easy he makes things
look. You look at a lot of Norris guys, and I think that’s a big thing you
notice with a lot of them.”
For instance, watch Heiskanen on this play as he defends Anthony
Duclair on the rush. The poke check is important, but its timing is even
more impressive. He’s not wildly waving his stick or hoping to make
contact with the puck; he performs a calculated stick sweep to dislodge
the puck from Duclair the moment he moves within Heiskanen’s range.
Here’s an example of the same sort of thing but from the near side.
Heiskanen was doing those things as a 19-year-old rookie. For a deeper
look, you can read Sean Shapiro’s film room piece from early in
Heiskanen’s rookie season. We’ve seen this become a consistent part of
his game over the past two seasons in addition to the more obvious
highlights of goals and assists.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 22, 2021
Finally, one of the biggest factors on the ice is, well, being on the ice.
There are two aspects here, one of which Heiskanen is solid at and the
other he’s building toward.
Heiskanen is already what Stars defensemen coach and assistant head
coach John Stevens terms “an all-situations player.” He leads the Stars’
second power-play unit and has played effectively on the penalty kill, so
his minutes don’t dwindle based on the flow of the game. Last season, he
finished 12th among defensemen in total time on ice. The Norris Trophy
winner, Josi, was third in that department. Heiskanen has some room to
grow there, but his importance to the team and his versatility means
there’s no reason to believe that he won’t.
“He’s a guy you want on the ice when you’re down, and he’s a guy you
want on the ice when you’re up,” Stevens says.” He’s a guy you want on
the ice when you’re defending a big situation, and he’s a guy you want on
the ice when you’re trying to catch up with a goal late in the game. He
can play three-on-three, four-on-four. There isn’t a situation in the game
you don’t want him on. The other thing that stands out is he wants to be
on the ice. He wants to make a difference. He doesn’t have any problem
being counted on in the most critical times.”
But the other part of being on the ice is experience over time — and,
traditionally, the Norris has required exactly that. Heiskanen is 21 years
old and entering his third season in the NHL. Since Bobby Orr won the
first of eight consecutive Norris Trophies at 19 years old in 1968, only
one defenseman has won the award at 21 years old or younger: Karlsson
in 2012, at age 21. Other than that, 29 of the past 32 winners have been
at least 25 years old. The three who weren’t were Karlsson again at 24
years old, Subban at 23 years old in a lockout-shortened season and
Brian Leetch in 1992. So while Heiskanen is comfortably in the
conversation, he’ll have to buck the larger history of the award. That’s
hardly impossible given Heiskanen’s talent, but odds are his award most
likely will come after putting in more time in the league.
The visibility
Players, coaches and even fans can shrug off quiet performances on
national television, but it certainly has an impact on things like selecting
awards. Big plays make their way through social media while game
highlights are readily available on YouTube, but they’re not the same as
watching full games. Heiskanen’s subtlety, then, doesn’t do him a lot of
favors playing in a nontraditional hockey market. The Stars are
scheduled for four national television games this season. There’s not
exactly ample opportunity for outsiders to accidentally fall into watching
Heiskanen and Stars hockey.
His visibility has improved over the last year or so. For example, when
The Athletic’s NHL staff participated in a mega-mock draft a few weeks
ago, Heiskanen was the eighth player selected. Hosting a premier event
in the 2020 Winter Classic helps, too. Obviously, the biggest aid was
Dallas’ run to the Stanley Cup Final last season, especially as Heiskanen
scored 26 points in 27 games and put himself in the running for the Conn
Smythe had the Stars won. Sometimes, that impact can be a slow burn;
Josi won the Norris in 2020 in Nashville, three years after he helped take
the Predators to the Stanley Cup Final.
Those are the kind of things Heiskanen needs more of to help his case.
Recent history with Heiskanen is proof of that. In 2019, he finished fourth
in Calder voting behind Elias Pettersson, Jordan Binnington and Rasmus
Dahlin. While Pettersson was the rightful winner, Heiskanen probably
should have finished in the top three.
Stars head coach Rick Bowness believes the lack of eyes on the team
has had an impact on his star defenseman’s recognition.
“Reporters saw us play in the (2019) playoffs, and a bunch of them told
me, ‘Wow, we should have voted for that kid for Rookie of the Year,’” he
says. “Same thing last year; we didn’t get enough exposure. When they
see how good of a player he is, he’s going to continue to get exposure
now that people really know him from the playoff run — you’re going to
see a lot more exposure of him in the media. The rest of the world is

probably catching up on how good a player Miro is, but the hockey world,
the teams that we play against, they know how good of a player he is.
“All of a sudden, people are watching us and saying, ‘Wow, that Miro
Heiskanen is a good player.’ Well, we’ve known that for two years. He
didn’t get enough votes in the (Calder) when he should have … Part of
that is I don’t think people were paying enough attention to our team over
the last couple of years. Now we’ve got some recognition and got some
respect back to the team and the organization by getting back to the
Finals, and hopefully, that’ll change. … He has Norris Trophy written all
over him.”
The voters
The Norris Trophy is awarded based on votes from media members in
the Professional Hockey Writers Association, and several of them work
here at The Athletic. I asked a few colleagues from different markets for
their rationale when considering their Norris Trophy vote. What does a
Norris winner look like in their eyes, and how does Heiskanen measure
up as a candidate?
“I’ve had the opportunity to vote on the Norris Trophy for 20-plus years.
At times it’s been a frustrating experience. How peak Shea Weber never
won a Norris Trophy during his best years in Nashville is beyond
ridiculous. Some of that is the Preds didn’t get as much exposure then as
they do today in becoming in a terrific market. But some of it has always
been that big offensive seasons often win out. In any case, when I vote, I
look for a blue-liner whose impact is at both ends of the rink. Tough
matchup minutes. The guy the other team’s top offensive player doesn’t
look forward to playing. But at the same time, the guy that also tilts the
ice the other way, too, because of his first-pass ability, offensive instincts,
etc. Roman Josi was a terrific choice last year. Victor Hedman is always
a good choice these days. And I do think Heiskanen will fit that criteria
sooner than later.” — Pierre LeBrun, national NHL writer
“First and foremost is all-around play in a top-pairing role. I didn’t have
(John) Carlson on my ballot last year because his defensive numbers
were abysmal. There’s a tendency to look at points first and foremost,
which hinders a guy like Heiskanen, who doesn’t get the same power
play time as someone like Carlson (or play with the same offensive
talent). Points are fine, but it’s important to dig deeper to not miss out on
a defender who has a more tangible effect on the game. Heiskanen had
one of the best defensive impacts in the league last year and was barely
in the conversation. He was a top-10 defenseman last season, easy.” —
Dom Luszczyszyn, NHL analytics
“I’m looking for someone who does everything. They boost the power
play, kill penalties, excel against tough competition, drive play and pile up
points. For me, the Norris winner needs to do it all and do it an elite level.
Zap one key element — so-so defensive play, for instance — and that
guy isn’t Norris-caliber.” — Jonas Siegel, Toronto Maple Leafs staff writer
“For me, the Norris is the defenseman who has the greatest overall
impact on the game consistently that season. That’s what I think about
when casting my ballot. I’m taking into account statistics, discussions
with others around the league and what I’ve seen myself in person of
each particular player. That’s why I voted for Roman Josi in 2020. He
had the greatest overall impact on a nightly basis. While John Carlson’s
offensive output was great, it didn’t outweigh Josi’s work, in my mind.
Heiskanen is the most consistent, impressive player I’ve covered on a
daily basis in my career. That’s why players win Norris trophies, and in
my view he went from a consideration to a contender with the steps he
took in the playoffs.” — Sean Shapiro, NHL business writer
“It’s about weighing a few things. There is the impact that defenseman
has on his team throughout a game. It’s examining items like their
defensive metrics. Furthermore, it is also looking at how they operate in
certain situations.” — Ryan Clark, Seattle Kraken staff writer
“I must admit as a long-time Norris Trophy voter I am sometimes
frustrated with our group’s voting patterns. I think the trend in recent
years often overvalues a defenseman’s offensive contributions at the
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expense of trying to parse through a player’s overall contribution to his
team. But I also acknowledge the position has evolved to a point that is
very different in today’s game. I remember talking to a longtime scout
early in Erik Karlsson’s career in Ottawa. He said there’s a guy who can
change the game every time he’s on the ice. Doesn’t that count when
considering a Norris Trophy candidate? Yes. It should. That’s why
players like Heiskanen, Cale Makar, Quinn Hughes and others will find
their names increasingly in discussion for the award. That’s okay. But, to
me, there has to be a balance on how these defenders impact a game
offensively – good defense is never letting the other team have the puck,
so there’s that – with how much a coach trusts a defender to be on the
ice in critical situations against opposing team’s top players. If a
defenseman can’t be trusted to kill penalties or square off against toplevel opposition I don’t think that person is a Norris Trophy defenseman.”
— Scott Burnside, national NHL writer
“I looked for, for lack of a better term, dominance. How much can a
defenseman change the course of a game on his own? Roman Josi, my
top vote last season, showed a real ability to influence the game at both
ends of the ice. The responsibilities placed on elite defensemen are
unlike (almost) any position in hockey. Can they change the game
routinely while logging big minutes?” — Joshua Kloke, Maple Leafs staff
writer
Usually I have a hard time picking a standout among my top three so I
order them based off who best combines the metrics, my bias and the
players’ opinions. My big thing is not making it the highest-scoring
defenseman award. And I probably most fear not picking as No. 1 a
player who has won it a lot in recent years. I’m probably guilty of thinking
along the lines of, ‘This guy is great, but let’s not turn him into Nicklas
Lidstrom.’” — Rob Rossi, Pittsburgh Penguins staff writer
The other stuff
Here’s where the Norris isn’t so different from other awards. As Karlsson
puts it, “there’s a little bit of politics in it.” Some of that comes down to
factors outside of Heiskanen’s control, like where he plays and the
performances put up by his competition. Other ones are. “He’ll
understand the demands on an elite player in this league off the ice with
the media,” Bowness says. “You get a lot more attention. You have more
distractions. You have to learn how to deal with that.”
Will those ultimately determine whether or not Heiskanen someday wins
the trophy? Probably not. If you ask most people in the hockey world,
you’ll find little to no pushback on Heiskanen being a Norris-caliber
defender. But they could impact what year ends up being the right year.
But make no mistake: That year is coming. It’s just a matter of the right
pieces sliding into place.
The Athletic LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Wheeler’s 2021 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 21 Dallas Stars

By Scott Wheeler Jan 21, 2021

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2021 rankings of every NHL organization’s
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 31 to No. 1. The
series, which includes my own evaluations and commentary from
coaches and staff on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 11 to Feb.
9.
The Stars’ system is polarizing in that its top half dozen prospects are
actually quite strong (closer to the middle of the pack than they’re ranked
here at least) but there’s a pronounced drop off after that, thinning out the
pool pretty dramatically.

And while I really liked the value they got out of their first-round selection
of Mavrik Bourque at 30th overall, the Stars didn’t have a second- or
third-round pick in the 2020 draft, further adding to that depth problem.
That, combined with some excellent drafts from other teams in this range
of my 2021 pool rankings and some stagnant internal development from
a handful of the Stars prospects, combined to slide them down a little on
the leaguewide depth chart.
On the whole, the Stars’ pool still has some really interesting pieces and
sits closer to the next few teams ranked ahead of them than to the
handful ranked behind them.
2020 prospect pool rank: No. 18 (change: -3)
1. Thomas Harley, LHD, 19 (Dallas Stars)
A year ago, I believed Harley should have made Canada’s 2020 gold
medal-winning roster for the world juniors. So this year, when he did
make the team and head coach Andre Tourigny spent much of camp
talking about how important Harley was going to be, I expected him to
play the free spirited, roving style that makes him so much fun to watch,
especially once we knew that the more reserved Braden Schneider
would be his D partner. That’s not the Harley we got, though. Though he
used his feet to escape pressure, start more zone exits than his
Canadian peers, and headman the puck when the option to skate wasn’t
there, that same approach didn’t translate as effectively in the offensive
half of the ice, where Harley played a more cautious style than I
expected. He didn’t activate into the rush or lead the rush quite like I’d
hoped or expected, sacrificing some offense to play a strong defensive
game. I think Harley’s still grappling with the kind of player he’s going to
be, knowing that the style he played in Mississauga is a point of mild
controversy in the analysis of his game. He’s always going to play an
excellent flow game defensively, sticking with opposing puck carriers and
relying on his footwork to compensate for mistakes. But the best version
of Harley, if or when he eventually gets comfortable playing it at the next
level, is the high-risk, high-reward version that dominates in transition
offensively, uses his skating to carry pucks deep into the offensive zone,
shows off excellent outside-in hands, creates a ton of individual scoring
chances, and then uses his mobility to get back when the puck goes the
other way. That’s not a style that’s for everyone, or for every coach (it’s
certainly not a style played by today’s Stars) but I think that’s how Harley
will reach his true ceiling as a top-of-the-lineup defenseman.
2. Mavrik Bourque, C, 19 (Shawinigan Cataractes)
It has been a weird year for Bourque. He didn’t look like himself in
Shawinigan’s preseason games and that spilled into his first couple
games of the regular season. Then, he rattled off five points in two
games in mid-October before heading to Team Canada’s Red Deer
selection camp for the world juniors, where he was an 18-year-old whose
odds were long and who played like you’d expect (there was some good
and some bad). Since the camp’s conclusion, the QMJHL has also been
on pause. I’m really fond of Bourque’s game and upside. He may not be
quite dynamic enough at his height (slightly over 5-foot-10) to become a
true star at the NHL level, but I see the makings of a player who can be
that second-tier of player on a team throughout his career (the kind of
player who makes $5 million annually instead of $10 million). He plays a
fast game, making quick choices with the puck when plays open up and
hanging onto it when he has to. He’s agile from a standstill, light on his
edges in traffic, and a play driver who excels with the puck on his stick
playing through layers to drive a line. But he’s also a heady off-puck
player who supports his linemates well, stays above the puck, rarely
cheats, and does a good job adjusting to coverage. The result is a
versatile two-way player with some flair who has already proven he can
be the guy on a junior team and control play against tough matchups.
He’s equal parts slick and detailed, and that’s pretty rare.
3. Jason Robertson, LW, 21 (Dallas Stars)
Once the Stars start to give Robertson more than spot usage, I expect he
(and they) won’t look back. Robertson’s capable of playing in the Stars’
top nine right now. I truly believe that. The rest is about timing, coaching,
and injuries. Robertson’s a fascinating prospect because he plays a style
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you don’t typically expect out of a 6-foot-3, 209-pound winger. His game
is built on poise, and positioning, and reading the play to anticipate in and
out of lanes with or without the puck. He plays more of a finesse style
than a power forward game. Those types of players can be hard to
evaluate because the age-old eye test doesn’t align with your
preconceived notions of what he should look like. I’m a huge fan of the
way he operates, though. He does a good job playing through pressure,
navigating out of trouble, and delaying until pockets of space open up.
His game is timely and intentional and he can score from within the
offensive zone with a quick, upright release but he’s also an excellent
perimeter/goal line facilitator. Because of how cerebral he is on the ice
and his length in puck protection, he also doesn’t need an excellent top
speed to get to his spots with the puck or get open without it.
4. Ty Dellandrea, C, 20 (Dallas Stars/JYP)
Dellandrea turned pro this fall under difficult circumstances, joining JYP
in Finland’s top flight Liiga. The results in six games were mixed. Though
he played 16 minutes a night and featured prominently on the power
play, JYP (albeit one of the league’s worst teams) were outscored 8-3
with Dellandrea (27 GF%) on the ice and outshot 80-58 (42 CF%). There
were some flashes of skill, though.
He has shown, increasingly in the last year, an improved high slot shot.
While he doesn’t overpower goalies, Dellandrea does a good job picking
and hitting spots in the net from a balanced stance, especially on the
power play:
He has also shown, dating back to last year’s world juniors, improved
hands in tight (which has always been an asset but has become a real
strength). This little stop-up at the top of the crease is a good example,
though it also showcases his average speed:
I have long argued that I think Dellandrea tops out as a 3C (maybe a 2C
for a couple years in his prime). I’m about in that same spot today as I
was when he was drafted. But I do think he has developed a little more
puck skill and offensive prowess than I anticipated. And it’s all built on a
strong foundation of skills most other players develop later in their
careers. He’s already got a net-driven approach. He doesn’t give up on
pucks. He works hard to push tempo on the forecheck to compensate for
that average skating. He’s got a low centre of gravity and he’s willing to
engage physically, which helps him win battles and then maintain
possession long enough to make a play. That’s a good baseline for a
modern player if the skill can stand on equal footing. For many young
players, the skill never comes. For Dellandrea, it has.
5. Jake Oettinger, G, 22 (Dallas Stars/Texas Stars)
Oettinger’s opportunity with the Stars in Ben Bishop’s absence to start
the season is well-earned. Though he hasn’t yet played a game as I write
this, he’s perfectly capable of handling the role at this point in his career.
He established himself as one of the better young goalies in the AHL last
year, building on a strong track record at Boston University and at the
NTDP before that. Stylistically, Oettinger also has most of what you look
for in a goalie. He’s huge (immediately one of the bigger and heavier
goalies in the NHL) but he’s not slow. And while he plays a more
aggressive style than many goalies his size who prefer to sit back in their
nets, that challenging approach works for him because he plays his
angles effectively and swallows the first shot. He’s also got a good glove
hand and strong technique through his butterfly to cover the lower half of
the net. He can scramble a little too much when the play breaks down,
but that’s really my only real concern and no 22-year-old goalie is without
faults.
6. Riley Damiani, C/RW, 20 (Texas Stars)
Damiani’s a tricky player to project because there’s so, so much to like
about the way he played the game in the OHL but there are legitimate
concerns as to how his game will translate up levels. I think he’ll become
a very good player in the AHL in time. But while there may be enough in
his game to be more than that, I can’t confidently say his ceiling is closer
to third-liner than it is to tweener. Or, at the very least, he’s more likely to
be the latter than the former. Damiani plays a north-south style, using

above-average speed and agility to hound pucks, apply pressure, and
then make quick plays in possession with B-level offensive zone tools.
Damiani’s a good player in traffic, rotating in and out of space to squeeze
past checks and attack the net with a quick cut or a one-touch release
after he pops open. He’s a decent playmaker, too, though I wouldn’t say
he’s got a major creative streak (he’ll take what’s given and execute
without surprising defenders all that often). His versatility (multiple
positions, multiple roles, able to impact one shift with the puck and the
next without it, etc.) and work rate will help him go as far as his skill will
take him, I have no doubt about that.
7. Antonio Stranges, LW, 19 (London Knights)
If you ever want to be confused or challenged as a viewer or evaluator,
watch a few of Stranges’ games and then try to come to a firm
determination on whether you like or dislike his game. Stranges is the
closest prospect we’ve seen in the last few years to Jeremy Bracco and
Josh Ho-Sang (neither of whom worked out, the merits of which could
make an entire article), except he lacks the passing genius of Bracco and
the aggressiveness of Ho-Sang. What’s clear about players like
Stranges, Bracco and Ho-Sang, who navigate the ice with unique skating
strides, hands so smooth they can rely on them too much, and a fearless
willingness to hang onto the puck under pressure, is that the highest
levels of hockey still haven’t figured out how to use them. Part of that
may be because they don’t really fit in and they require a specific set of
linemates and on-ice deployment to be successful. But part of it could
also be hockey’s age-old aversion to players who are different, and
maybe someday the sport catches up to them. Stranges will likely put the
idea of that player to the test again, though. His hands are undeniable.
The way he opens up his hips to go heel to heel and rotate around sticks
is beautiful to watch (though occasionally gets him into trouble) and
absolutely does help players see the interior easier. But he also strays to
the perimeter a little too much as a result and he hasn’t yet produced in
line with his talent level. If the latter doesn’t eventually come, he’ll never
earn the trust of a coach he needs.
8. Ben Gleason, LHD, 22 (Texas Stars)
He doesn’t lack talent or confidence! Gleason has excellent hands for a
defenseman and he uses them to attack at opposing players one-on-one
through the neutral zone or off the blue line. He’s confident as a
playmaker, looking to hit seams and talented enough to execute through
them once he has identified a lane. But a spotty defensive game
highlighted by mistimed reads, turnovers trying to do too much, and
average four-way skating may be too much to offset against an offensive
skill set that often looks impressive but isn’t so dynamic as to ignore
some of the warts.
9. Yevgeni Oksentyuk, RW/LW, 19 (Yunost Minsk)
Oksentyuk often looks brilliant in flashes, turning a dead sequence into
an electric cut to the net for a chance, or drawing a defender so that he
can thread a leading pass into the area they’ve just vacated. Some
scouts worry about how that game, which really popped as an overaged
draft-eligible in Flint last season, is going to translate to the NHL given
his 5-foot-8 frame and his lack of on-puck strength and explosiveness.
His struggles in the Belarusian Extraleague this season haven’t helped
massage those doubts (though ice time and age are definitely a factor,
on top of it being an extremely difficult league to judge as is). There’s
ingenuity to his game when he’s on that makes him a ton of fun to watch
against his peers. He’s light on cuts and changes of directions (different
skating mechanics than that straightaway explosiveness I said he
lacked), he can handle the puck across his body to pull and drag it past
defenders when they close on him, he sees the ice beautifully, and he
can beat goalies in tight with his hands. Once he gets stronger and some
of his other pro-level requirements begin to be met, he could eventually
blossom. But he’s a boom or bust prospect with long shot odds.
10. Adam Mascherin, LW, 22 (Texas Stars)
Mascherin is a short, stocky winger with a hard NHL shot that rips off the
heel of his blade and can cleanly blow past goalies when he’s able to
really lean into it. But heavy feet have limited his ability to get to open or
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to take the puck to open space when he has it. And while he’s also a
decent passer, he’s not so creative that defenders have to sit off him.
That creates a tricky conundrum, even though he’s sturdy on his feet and
able to withstand pressure and checks for a little while. He’s now at a
point where his clock is ticking. And while he’s in the mix as a potential
injury replacement, he’s also in the final year of his entry-level contract
and the Stars will have a decision to make on his future next summer.
11. Jacob Peterson, C/LW, 21 (Färjestad BK)
After finding success with Frolunda in a depth role at the tail end of the
2018-19 season and through the 2019-20 season, Peterson moved to
Färjestad (which might as well be the Stars’ European farm system at
this point) and has taken on a more prominent role this season,
averaging 15 minutes a game instead of 10, becoming one of the team’s
more reliable offensive creators. As I write this, he’s the SHL’s thirdhighest scoring under-22 forward, behind only Red Wings prospect
Jonatan Berggren and Hurricanes prospect Jack Drury. Peterson plays a
middle-lane game built on pushing tempo through the neutral zone,
cutting to the slot in the offensive zone, smart choices along the cycle,
and a confidence with the puck that many players his age lack.
Watch the way he holds his lane as he attacks the net here. You’ll see a
lot of younger players rush a shot when the pressure closes in there, at
least at the pro level (less so against their peers):
He’s also got a dangerous catch and release shot, which he turns on to
use the momentum of a swing/pivot to leverage. This sequence is a
perfect example of that, as well as of the confidence I talked about (I love
that after the shot doesn’t work the first time, he still goes right back to it
from the same spot seconds later):
Peterson’s problem is that his skill probably isn’t dynamic enough for the
NHL and his style, though endearing, lacks the physicality some coaches
covet in a role player. He’s got two-way detail and some interesting
qualities, but it may not be enough to be more than a really good
SHL/AHL player.
12. Dawson Barteaux, RHD, 21 (Texas Stars)
Barteaux plays a modern game, the kind of game that quietly drives
results as the puck moves through him. When the puck arrives on his
stick, it’s normally moved quickly and smoothly from his tape to someone
else’s in motion and flat. Pivot, survey, advance. He’s more likely to
outlet than to carry, though he’s poised under pressure and able to adjust
to opposing forecheckers when he needs to. He’s not likely going to run
an NHL power play or create a ton of individual chances within the
offensive zone with his skill, and he’s not going to be a lockdown
defender either (he’ll misread the play occasionally), but he defends the
rush well and he’s got an active stick. Though his ceiling tops out as a
No. 6 or No. 7 defenseman, I think he safely projects as a decent AHL
defender who helps out with organizational depth even if his NHL odds
are slim.
13. Oskar Bäck, C, 20 (Färjestad BK)
I’ve often argued that Bäck progressed to the pro level earlier than he
should have and that his progression has been stunted as a result. His
puck skills have just never caught up to the rest of his game. Now that
he’s cast as a bottom-six player, it’s going to be hard for him to escape
that role in the SHL, and then in the AHL, to ever become anything at the
NHL level. He’s a reliable defensive player who goes to the front of the
net but struggles as a mid-range shooting threat, limiting his ability to
create chances on his own. I like the way he tracks the play and uses his
6-foot-2 frame to gain inside body positioning along the wall.
He’s also a decent passer when his linemates get open for him, with a
soft touch from a high grip on his stick, showcased here on a nice little
saucer pass from the top of the zone:
And here, this time from behind the net after a good hesitation along the
wall to create some separation for himself:

But he’s just not perceived or used like that kind of player and some of
his other limitations are part of the reason for that.
14. Riley Tufte, LW, 22 (Texas Stars)
Tufte has always looked like a more impressive player than his
production suggests he is. He’s got a smooth stride considering his 6foot-6 frame, with a long fluid motion that pushes his 230-plus pound
frame up the ice to a decent top speed. His challenge is that once he
stops moving, his ability to accelerate and his hands in tight are both
limiting, requiring he turn his back to the play to shield the puck, closing
himself off from seam plays as a passer. At this point he probably tops
out as filler who can penalty kill, reliably play the cycle, make the odd
play, and provide value in front of the net with good hand-eye
coordination and some decent soft skill for his size.
15. Tye Felhaber, C/LW, 22 (Texas Stars)
Given his age, Felhaber was likely going to need a good-to-great rookie
season in the AHL to build on a stellar finish to his OHL career and
maintain his status as a legitimate prospect. When he struggled with the
pace of play in a depth role and his touches diminished, things didn’t play
out like that for him. Now he’s going to have to prove himself all over
again, a lot like he had to (and eventually did) in junior. He’s in great
shape now (which used to be a concern), he’s got better offensive zone
skill and finishing ability than he was able to showcase, and his skating is
above average even if it lacks a superstation gear from a standstill. I
expect him to be better as a sophomore. But a shortened season
presents another obstacle for a player who is now 22.
16. Daniel Ljungman, C, 18 (Linköping HC)
I didn’t see NHL upside in Ljungman last year but he has shown me
enough this season both against his peers and in a depth role in the SHL
to warrant inclusion. Ljungman’s biggest strengths have always been a
B-plus wrist shot and a mature defensive game. The former is a real
asset and might just be enough to help him carve out a niche as an
excellent middle-six player in the SHL and then AHL in time, which is
occasionally (though rarely) enough to carve out a niche as a depth
option for an NHL club. Ljungman is always working one step ahead of
the play when he doesn’t have the puck, pinching opposing players into
tough spots to come up with interceptions and steals. Watch the way he
jumps up and reaches in to come away with the puck on this steal:
The worry with Ljungman is that he doesn’t read the play at the same
level offensively, with limited creativity and playmaking skill.
17. Albin Eriksson, RW, 20 (Färjestad BK)
Here’s the thing about Albin Eriksson. When he plays against his peers,
he typically flashes tangible, noticeable talent with the puck for a 6-foot-4,
200-plus pound player, getting to inside lanes with ease as an aboveaverage handler for his size. When he has played against men, he has
struggled mightily to generate more than perimeter shots or little tips at
the net-front, though. This year, he has looked like a complete non-factor
in my viewings (so much so that I went back and watched all of his shots
on goal to see if I’d missed anything in games I didn’t watch, only to find
zero chances of consequence).
The Tiers
Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific
tiers to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one player to
the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases quite
pronounced).
The first five here are legit. The drop off after that is swift, with no
disrespect to Damiani.
The Athletic LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Patrick Kane, Duncan Keith say Blackhawks still have playoff potential —
because there’s nothing else they can say
Admitting otherwise would mean stating the truth. But admitting
otherwise would also create a PR mess, which both Hawks cornerstones
know they’re obligated to avoid.

Jonathan Toews’ angry comments denouncing the Hawks’ noncommunicated rebuild to The Athletic on Oct. 11 — the brief moment
between Corey Crawford and Brandon Saad’s departures and an
extremely influential and oft-mentioned Zoom meeting with general
manager Stan Bowman, coach Jeremy Colliton and the Hawks’ core
players — represented the lone instance where the rhetoric aptly and
starkly changed. It also created a minor PR mess.

By Ben Pope Jan 21, 2021, 5:58pm CST

The aforementioned meeting did succeed in communicating the plan,
smoothing the player-executive relationships and getting Kane and Keith
on board with mentorship roles this season.

The Blackhawks’ 0-3-1 start to the 2021 season can’t be blamed on
Patrick Kane or Duncan Keith.

But it didn’t change a thing about the Hawks now being an objectively,
obviously bad team.

The two cornerstones from the dynasty era still playing have done their
best to put this otherwise blatantly talent-lacking team on their backs.

That was true even before Toews’ illness and Kirby Dach and Alex
Nylander’s surgeries. Bowman and Colliton know it, too, having adjusted
their own rhetoric to focus heavily on the “developing youth” and “building
for the future” buzzwords that have become so common.

Kane has recorded points in three consecutive games — all losses, just
like the only game in which he didn’t score — and produced 18 shots on
goal despite being centered by Pius Suter, whom he started playing with
just weeks ago.
Keith has toiled through 21:29 of ice time per night, alternating between
two polar-opposite partners in Connor Murphy and Adam Boqvist, and
tallied four assists.
But when the two weathered veterans landed back in Chicago this week,
having witnessed a winless road trip that included back-to-back losses
against the dysfunctional Panthers — a team the Hawks hadn’t lost to
twice in the same season since 1998 — they were called upon to
address the media after practice Thursday.
Both sat proudly and declared, irrationally, that they still see playoff
potential in this team.

Kane and Keith also seem enthused about young prospects’ upsides,
which is understandable. Having seen firsthand several of the greatest
teams in modern NHL history, however, they surely realize this current
squad falls on the opposite end of the talent spectrum.
But as players expected to try to win every night, they have no choice but
to keep dishing out hollow positivity with a straight face.
“To be honest, I like the way we’re trending,” Kane said, not honestly at
all.
Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Admitting otherwise would mean stating the truth, and that would create
a PR mess, which both know to avoid.

Stranger things: Blackhawks get set to play bizarre home opener

“We can play better, but we’ve shown flashes of being able to control
games,

Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith looks forward to Friday's home
opener against Detroit, but would much prefer it with fans in the stands.

especially in that second period against Florida last game,” Kane said.
“It’s early in the season. We wanted to get off to a good start and that
didn’t really happen, but we can still turn it around here.
“A lot of us aren’t thinking about developing or what’s going to happen or
what the outlook is. We’re more just thinking about winning a hockey
game and try to keep getting better here. The goal in here is to make the
playoffs and see what happens after that. I don’t think that’s changed.”
Keith’s answer a few minutes later followed the same blueprint.

John Dietz 1/21/2021 5:45 PM

"Detroit sucks! Detroit sucks!"
Tomorrow night -- when the Blackhawks begin the home portion of their
schedule against the hated Red Wings -- that chant should echo across
the cavernous United Center in all its glory.

“It’s not like we’re sitting here thinking we’ve got a lot of time, but . . .
there has been spurts where we’ve played very well as a team and we’ve
shown that we have the ability to do it and win games,” the defenseman
said. “It’s just a matter of tightening up a few things and doing everything
we can to try to get that lead and stick with it and believe in ourselves.

During warmups. Right after the national anthem. Right after puck drop.
And about 20 or 30 more times during the game.

“I know a lot has been made about the players we’re missing and
whatnot, but I still like our group, and I still think we have the chance to
make the playoffs, for sure . . . We just have to find a way to win one.”

"It's too bad that this is the way it is, but obviously the NHL has made
these rules and we can't have fans," said veteran defenseman Duncan
Keith after Thursday's practice at Fifth Third Arena. "Hopefully, sooner or
later we can get back to having fans in the building and a little more of
what we're used to because it's a good time of year.

The Hawks’ slow decline since the 2015 championship is certainly not
the fault of Kane, Keith or the rest of the core. Outside of Brent
Seabrook, whose body secretly started to fail him years ago, they’ve all
remained elite players.

Of course, we all know that's not going to happen. Not with the world still
dealing with a pandemic.

"The start of the season -- especially playing the Red Wings -- it's
exciting. It is what it is right now. We just deal with that."

And the last few seasons, the suddenly mediocre Hawks were at least
bringing in stopgap veterans and halfheartedly trying to qualify for the
postseason. Kane and Keith’s quotes about playoff pushes during those
years came across as overly optimistic but not illogical.

No other opponent inspires such raw emotion and sizzling energy from
the UC crowd than Detroit. These Original Six franchises began playing
each other in 1926 and have been involved in some of the most epic
battles in league history.

This year, the same rhetoric is no longer believable.

The most recent came during the 2013 postseason when the Hawks
stormed back from a 3-1 series deficit and advanced to the conference
finals on the strength of Brent Seabrook's overtime goal in Game 7. The
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veteran D-man picked up a loose puck at center ice, wove his way into
the offensive zone and ripped a shot that gave the Hawks a 2-1 victory.
An overjoyed Seabrook was mobbed by his teammates while the United
Center went absolutely berserk.
"We just kept fighting and crawling back," Keith said. "To be out there
and see that puck go in for Game 7 overtime was a very rewarding
feeling for our group."

The 6-foot-3, 210-pound center had been dealing with issues regarding
immigration papers and then was then forced to quarantine after he
arrived in Chicago.
"Been skating for a while now with the guys who stayed home, but
definitely nice to be a part of the team," Soderberg said.
Soderberg is unlikely to play in the Hawks' home opener against the Red
Wings Friday, but it sounds like he could play in the rematch Sunday.

Keith's memories of Hawks-Red Wings go back to his time at Michigan
State, where he played from 2001 to 2003. The future Hall of Famer
hasn't forgotten about those days or high-profile Red Wings players from
that era. Just an up-and-coming D-man at the time, Keith clearly learned
a lot during his time in East Lansing.

"I'm healthy," he said.

"I always watched the defensemen," said Keith, who was drafted by the
Hawks in the second round in 2002. "Playing against (Chris) Chelios was
pretty surreal. Even in morning skates, getting a glimpse of what they
were doing was always pretty cool as a young guy."

"Certainly happy to get him in the group and we think he can help us
when he's ready," coach Jeremy Colliton said.

One player who always stood out was Nicklas Lindstrom, who played
until he was nearly 42. A seven-time winner of the Norris Trophy for best
defenseman, Lindstrom scored a whopping 264 goals in 1,564 games
from 1991 to 2012.

Soderberg scored a combined 56 goals the last three seasons for
Arizona and Colorado. He figures to slot in on one of the Hawks' top two
lines and could also contribute on the power play.

Seabrook has skated: Injured defenseman Brent Seabrook has been
skating "off and on" but is "not near" ready to return, according to coach
Jeremy Colliton.
Seabrook injured his lower back just before training camp began. The
veteran scored 3 goals in 32 games then had three surgeries that kept
him out the rest of last season.

"Tried to learn and see everything he was doing out there," Keith said. "(I
would take) little mental notes -- whether it was decisions with the puck
or just how he handled himself in certain situations throughout the course
of a game when there were changes in momentum.

Pirri on waivers: Brandon Pirri, who played in the Hawks' season opener
at Tampa Bay then sat the next three games, was placed on waivers.
The veteran forward was skating with several others after the main group
practiced Thursday.

"I feel like he was very good at handling his emotions. That's a huge part
of it. I learned a lot from him and the Red Wings, and I'm excited to play
them again tomorrow night."

"We had a chance to play some young guys and now with (Carl)
Soderberg back in the fold, it was necessary," coach Jeremy Colliton
said. "We'll see what happens. But hopefully we can keep him with us."

Fans -- watching in living rooms or perhaps in the rare bar/restaurant
that's open -- will see two teams trying to climb back to their previous
heights.

If Pirri clears, he would likely be assigned to the AHL's Rockford IceHogs.

The Hawks, winners of the 2010, '13 and '15 Stanley Cups, have been
outscored 20-9 during an 0-3-1 start. The Red Wings, winners of the
1997, '98, 2002 and '08 Cups, are 2-2-0 after splitting their first two series
against Carolina and Columbus.
It will be the first of eight meetings this season, with the second coming
Sunday.

Slap shot: MacKenzie Entwistle and Reese Johnson were reassigned to
the Hawks' taxi squad from the Rockford IceHogs of the American
Hockey League.
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Sadly, we won't hear -- or feel -- the emotions from an overflow crowd.
But the players are making the most of the situation, thrilled that they're
able to renew a rivalry that dates back almost 100 years.

Why parting with Core 4 wasn't right move for rebuild

"We're all happy and excited that we're playing in the first place," Patrick
Kane said. "Big game for us. It's a situation where we didn't really have
the start we wanted to the season, but we have a chance to rebound, get
a big win and hopefully build off that.

BY SCOTT KING

"I think everyone's excited to get it going on home ice."
Daily Herald Times LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Soderberg practices with Blackhawks for first time

John Dietz

Carl Soderberg practiced with the Blackhawks at Fifth Third Arena
Thursday, the first time he's been on the ice with the team since signing a
one-year contract Dec. 26.

It's fair to wonder now, starting the 2020-21 season 0-3-1 with the
Blackhawks being outscored 20-9, if the organization would be in better
shape if they had cut the core loose to get as much value as possible for
the rebuild. It was also fair to wonder in the offseason when the franchise
moved on from Corey Crawford and Brandon Saad.
When the Hawks decided on a directional shift, it appeared Jonathan
Toews (medical issue), Kirby Dach (wrist injury) and Brent Seabrook
(back) would all be good to go in 2021. That matters immensely. The
circumstances are very different now, but the Hawks still would have had
a rough go at least to begin the year even if all key players were
available given the current team makeup.
Young Blackhawks like defenseman Ian Mitchell, and forwards Philipp
Kurashev and Pius Suter are showing skill and promise, but paired with
new, albeit experienced, faces like Mattias Janmark and Lucas Wallmark,
the group as a whole has had trouble gelling and incorporating a
consistent team game. Throw in the revolving net with three different
goalies in the first four games, and it's clear that trial and error will be
necessary for growth and development on an individual and team basis
for the Hawks moving forward.
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Every golden age runs dry and needs a reboot. What makes the
Blackhawks' situation interesting is keeping a core of future hall of famers
and three-time Stanley Cup champions on the squad as the team moves
to a rebuild.
The Hawks could have received value for their highly-decorated vets
leading to more fruitful prospects and picks that could pay dividends for
the rebuild. Perhaps the brass thought it best to keep them around as
mentors. There's even the chance that the rebuild pans out quickly —
within a couple seasons — and the core is able to contend again with the
youngsters.
Toews' timeline is unclear, but it sounds like Seabrook, 35, just tweaked
his back and should be giving it another go shortly.
Kane, Keith and Toews are locked up through 2022-23 with no
movement clauses and Seabrook, under contract through 2023-24, has a
modified no trade clause beginning the 2022-23 season. Each member
of the core has recently expressed a desire to stay in Chicago as well.
If a player doesn't want to part with a team or a city, you'd have to
imagine it would be difficult to talk them out of waiving a no movement
clause.
We should see how Seabrook rebounds from surgeries last winter on his
right shoulder and both hips, but the other vets indicated last year and in
the bubble that they're still impact players in the league.
As easy as it is to fantasize about the returns the Hawks could have
received for the core and as tough as the 0-3-1 start has seemed,
imagine a team full of rookies with the exception of a player like Andrew
Shaw who can play and has Cup experience.
Leadership and experience are paramount not just in getting through this
season, but in turning it into a positive and in giving the rebuild a
foundation with a small safety net. Whether it's in the middle of a play, on
the bench or in the room, it has to be a lot more reassuring for a young
player to look up and see Patrick Kane and Duncan Keith in the same
sweater right now.
Keith and Kane could be seen at training camp taking time to
communicate with young Hawks trying to earn a spot. It's clear they
bought into the direction of the team and at the same time are putting it
on themselves to win, an invaluable element for the youngsters to
witness.
"As a player, I feel like I've always been a guy that tries to better myself
and try not to worry too much about other people's jobs or what the next
step is as a franchise," Kane said after the first day of training camp. "As
a player, you want to win now. You want to compete now. And I think we
can do that with this group. I think we can surprise some people. I think
we can put together a good team game. We have a lot of guys that work
hard; we have a lot guys that are competing for a job that will follow a
team structure."
The Blackhawks next play the Detroit Red Wings (2-2-0) for their home
opener at the United Center on Friday.
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The truth is, at 32 Kane continues to score in ways that other elite NHL
forwards can't, specifically with his backhand. In Chicago, we've gotten
used to the three-time Stanley Cup champ's ability to score off his
backhand, taking for granted how difficult it is, especially from the angles
Kane makes the shot from.
Patrick Kane and his backhand decide to tie the game late in the 2nd.
#Blackhawkspic.twitter.com/mNl8KoVu0E— Scott King
(@ScottKingMedia) January 20, 2021
On Tuesday, the 2016 Hart Trophy winner picked up his second goal of
the season when he tied the game 3-3 with under 50 seconds remaining
in the second period, going coast to coast and roof with a backhand,
something Hawks fans have seen time and time again.
Not only is a backhanded shot more difficult, but where Kane often
places the puck there's only a small opening in the corner of the net over
the goalie's left shoulder, next to his mask and under the crossbar.
During a panel moderated by Blackhawks team historian Bob Verdi at the
2019 Blackhawks Convention, Kane shared why he believes he's so
clutch with his backhand after Verdi asked him about scoring a notable
backhanded goal in Jan. of 2019 against the Calgary Flames from below
the goal line, almost an impossible angle to score from.
"The point where I actually learned that shot, I broke my wrist when I was
like 10 years old," Kane said at the convention. "They put a cast on me,
and my dad's like, 'Alright, we're still going to play with the cast.' I couldn't
shoot forehand with the cast on, so I really had to learn how to use my
backhand, so that's how I scored a lot of goals. Those next three-four
weeks was shooting it with my backhand and picking that top corner.
"Funny story actually, we go back to the doctor, I get my cast off all
excited thinking I can go back out, play hockey and the doctor says,
'Okay, we have to let the wrist heal now with the cast off and you're going
to have to take about two-three weeks off.' My dad said, 'Give me the
cast back.' So, put the cast on, and I would tape it up before every game
for the next couple weeks and just continue working on my backhand."
Kane has two goals and one assist in his first four games of the year.
The Blackhawks will play their first home game of the season on Friday
at the United Center.
Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Blackhawks players get creative to make a difference: ‘Little things can
help’

By Mark Lazerus Jan 21, 2021

Just a few weeks before the start of an NHL season in which “abundance
of caution” has replaced “get pucks deep” and “full 60” as the most
commonly uttered phrase, Connor Murphy spent an hour or so in the
COVID-19 unit of Lake Forest Hospital, interacting with doctors and
nurses and other front-line workers toiling to treat and tame the pandemic
that has turned Chicago and the world at large on its ear.

Kane has practical explanation for clutch backhand

“That was not through me,” Blackhawks director of community relations
Ashley Hinton said with a nervous chuckle.

BY SCOTT KING

OK, yeah, Murphy probably shouldn’t have been inside a hospital’s
COVID-19 unit. It’s not exactly what the team or the league would prefer.
But Murphy’s girlfriend, Kristina, is a nurse at the hospital — her
oncology unit was turned into an all-COVID unit — and so every day he
sees and hears the toll the pandemic has taken on patients and
healthcare workers alike. And like so many others who felt both fortunate

As the Blackhawks dropped their fourth-straight game to start the 202021 season in Florida on Tuesday with a 5-4 overtime loss to the
Panthers, one of the positives was Patrick Kane continuing to show his
offensive brilliance.
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and useless while staying home and being responsible, Murphy just
wanted to do something. Anything.
And so after seeing Duncan Keith and Brent Seabrook, among others,
lend their names and their wallets to efforts to deliver meals and some
good cheer around the city, Murphy wanted to do the same. But with a
personal touch.

In those early days, the idea of being out and about was unthinkable as
most Chicagoans sheltered in place, so the first step was to raise money.
The foundation teamed up with United Way and some of its corporate
partners to raise $100,000, which the foundation would then match.
Immediately, Jonathan Toews told Hinton he was in for $100,000 from
his own foundation. That generosity became the norm as players sought
ways to help.

“We set up a room in their family area, since there were obviously no
patients going in there,” Murphy said. “We were able to scurry up the
back side of the hospital so we weren’t around the unit, and then we just
set up all the meals for the nurses. They’re so busy. It’s crazy the work
they do throughout their shifts, so they usually don’t get time to grab a
good lunch.”

“I told them you can lend your celebrity,” Hinton said. “Any time a player
attaches their name to something we’re doing, it really just elevates it to
the next level. It shows what stand-up guys they are. Even when you’re
not playing hockey, you can still make a big impact and really lead
people in the right direction.”

The hospital obviously knew they were coming, but most of the workers
didn’t. Hard to say whether they even recognized Murphy with his mask
and face shield on, but a trio of steak sliders from Gibson’s will make just
about anyone’s day a little brighter.

As the days melted into weeks and months, the Blackhawks got a little
more creative. It’s a virtual world now, and even though the players were
scattered throughout the city, the country, the continent and the world,
they could hop on a Zoom call and make a small difference in someone’s
day.

In the grand scheme of things, it’s a tiny gesture in a big, cold world. But
tiny gestures add up. And they matter.
“You just want to help,” Keith said. “You just want to do something.”
Being a famous professional athlete isn’t all fun and glory and riches. A
lot of times, you’re reduced to a corporate shill, dancing for dollars. A
very small price to pay, of course, but generally speaking, it’s a less
glamorous side of the gig.
Come to this meet-and-greet with these executives.
Read these scripted lines into the camera. No, that wasn’t good enough,
let’s do another take.
Play a round of golf with this very rich person with whom you have
nothing else in common.
Hold this sponsored dental-floss holder and smile for social media.
Ah, but visiting sick kids in the hospital? Dropping by an elementary
school and getting mobbed by adoring kids who can’t believe you’re even
real? Walking into a fire station and brightening the day of exhausted
firefighters? The movies get that part right.
“Wish I could do more of that, to be honest,” Keith said.
And it never gets old. Even when the kid you’re visiting is a Red Wings
fan and wants to trash-talk you a little bit.
“They’ll let you know,” Murphy said. “It’s all fun. It’s amazing, too. That’s
when you realize how big the organization is in the city, and how far the
fan base stretches for the Hawks.”
As it has for nearly every other facet of life, COVID has put such things
on an indefinite pause. It’s neither safe for the kids nor the players, the
firefighters nor the team, to have face-to-face interactions. So for the last
10 months, the Blackhawks’ community-relations and charity arm —
spearheaded by Hinton and public-relations manager Lyndsey Stroope
— has had to get creative to keep the Blackhawks and the Chicago
Blackhawks Foundation true to its mission of putting time, energy,
resources and money back into the community that supports them.
“A big part of the Chicago Blackhawks Foundation is to have a smarter,
healthier, more secure Chicago,” Hinton said. “And once you have a
pandemic, that adds a whole new layer to that.”
Hinton and her team had to think fast. Within hours of the NHL season
being paused on March 12, Hinton was hearing from Blackhawks
players, wondering how they could help, where they could donate. Hinton
asked them all for 72 hours to figure out a plan, and went to work
educating herself on the pandemic, what was safe and what wasn’t, what
was allowed by the NHL and what wasn’t, what could be done and what
was simply unfeasible.

Andrew Shaw did a virtual workout with his daughter for fans. Shaw and
Ryan Carpenter read stories to kids around the city. Shaw, Murphy and
Patrick Kane taped public-service announcements. With summer camps
at Fifth Third Arena canceled, players did video chats alongside local
chefs to teach kids how to eat better as part of the “Healthy Hawks”
initiative. Players helped out when the annual Misericordia candy drive
went virtual. Jeremy Colliton and his kids did a penguin craft with USO
families. With the in-person 50/50 raffle out of commission until fans
return — leaving a roughly $750,000 hole in the Blackhawks
Foundation’s funds — the team switched to their new “Queen of Hearts”
raffle in June. The current jackpot is more than $750,000, and the
Blackhawks hope it hits $1 million before there’s another winner.
Every little bit helps.
“It’s really hard to ask people to give during this time; we all know what
the economy’s doing and it’s tough,” Hinton said. “So the things that we
do provide, it’s a win-win for the community and for them. That’s the
biggest message to take away. Even when you buy a ticket and don’t
win, you’ve done something good for the Chicagoland community.”
▪ TOOK PART IN THE MY BLOCK, MY HOOD, MY CITY (@MBMHMC)
BE THE LIGHT EVENT WHERE WE BROUGHT HOLIDAY SPIRIT TO
THE HISTORIC MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE
PIC.TWITTER.COM/8AQOMCVT9K
— CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS (@NHLBLACKHAWKS) DECEMBER 26,
2020
Blake Itagaki’s Lakeview bar, Tai’s Til 4, has, like so many others, been
devastated by the restrictions necessitated by the pandemic. The bar is
closed, and Itagaki’s unsure when he’ll be able to reopen. But he actually
considers himself one of the lucky ones.
“You drive by Wrigley and you see the food banks and people waiting in
line, it makes you appreciate all you have, you know?” Itagaki said. “I’m
lucky, too, because I own the building of my bar. If I didn’t, I’d be in
serious trouble. I don’t see how these people are going to owe 10 months
of rent when everything’s closed. You keep owing and owing and owing.”
In a different way, that’s how Keith feels about Chicago. He’s forever
indebted to the city that’s been so good to him for more than 15 years.
So even though he was back home in British Columbia during the
offseason, he wanted to help in any way he can. So he called up Itagaki,
whom he met when he opened a bar in Keith’s Lakeview neighborhood
years ago. The two became close friends, with Keith even standing up in
Itagaki’s wedding.
When Keith — whose annual Keith Relief concert was canceled because
of the pandemic — decided he wanted to instead fund meal deliveries to
the Ronald McDonald House and first-responders starting around
Thanksgiving, he asked Itagaki to be his point man.
“You just want to do anything you can to help,” Keith said.
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So Keith provided the funding and lent his name to the project, Hinton
roped in Lottie’s and other local restaurant partners, and Itagaki used his
connection with Gibson’s and handled things on the ground.

The Athletic / The spectacular failure of the Kansas City Scouts, hockey’s
‘screwball’ franchise

THANK YOU @GIBSONSITALIA AND BLAKE I. FOR DELIVERING
SOME EXCEPTIONAL FOOD TO @LURIECHILDRENS AND
@NORTHWESTERNMED KEITH RELIEF WILL CONTINUE TO FEED
OUR FIRST RESPONDERS AND SPREAD SOME HOLIDAY CHEER!
PIC.TWITTER.COM/BQVITIXT8B

Rustin Dodd Jan 21, 2021

— DUNCAN KEITH (@DUNCANKEITH) NOVEMBER 26, 2020

“What do you know about hockey?”

“It was really all Duncan, to be honest,” Itagaki said. “He was telling me
how he felt terrible and he just wanted to help out in the community. So
Ashley and Duncan came up with this plan to feed first-responders,
which I thought was amazing.”

Edwin Thompson listened for a moment and paused. It was a good
question. Thompson was a real estate developer, not a sportsman. He
was from Kansas City. What did anyone there know about hockey? As a
child, he hawked fruits and vegetables in the town’s old Italian
neighborhood. When he dropped out of college, he pumped gas, worked
in construction and peddled women’s dresses.

They started with the Ronald McDonald House, with whom Keith has
partnered for a decade, and then branched out from there. Keith wanted
to hit up every fire house in Lakeview, Roscoe Village and Lincoln Park.
They also hit hospitals, going floor by floor from COVID-19 units to
oncology units to labor-and-delivery units. They had done a similar round
in April, in the early days of quarantine. Itagaki served as Keith’s voice
and hands at each stop.
“I know (Keith) looks scary, but he’s 100 percent the complete opposite
of that,” Itagaki said. “It’s just because he looks like a caveman who lived
in the woods his whole life. But Duncs is the nicest guy ever. He’ll give
you the shirt off his back.”
When Murphy heard about the meal deliveries, he called Itagaki and
asked him if they could do a similar event at Lake Forest Hospital. Itagaki
was happy to help. Seabrook and other players got in on it, too.
“The tough thing about COVID in general is that it’s harder to do
community relations, but community-relations work has never been so
necessary,” Murphy said. “Especially over the holidays, it’s been hard to
see. But there are still things you’re able to do while following safety
precautions. You can do things over Zoom, whether it’s the odd meeting
with a certain group, or even just sending a video shout-out. Little things
can help.”
Some time in the hopefully not-too-distant future, the world will be back to
normal. Fans will be in the building buying 50/50 tickets and participating
in silent auctions again, Keith will be back to introducing bands on stage
to screaming fans at Keith Relief, players will be back in hospitals and
elementary schools, making those one-on-one connections that can last
a lifetime.
“You love seeing the kids, knowing when you were that age how much
the NHL meant to you, and being able to watch on TV and then meet
players in person,” Murphy said.
For now, Zoom chats and tweets of support will have to do. And money,
of course. Deep pockets and a famous name are two of the most
valuable things in the world these days, because they can fund
desperately needed community projects and coax others to do the same.
Now that the season has started, with 56 games crammed into a 115-day
season, there’s little time for the grand gestures, the huge events, the
massive fundraisers, anyway. But those little gestures — a video for an
ailing kid here, a few steak sliders for an overworked nurse there —
count, too.
And they add up to something big.
“Hockey players are some of the most generous athletes out there, and
our guys are no exception,” Hinton said. “We’re really lucky to have guys
that do have a passion toward certain things. And they make it easy,
because they’re all so receptive to helping out the best way they can,
because they know what Chicago’s given them.”
The Athletic LOADED: 01.22.2021
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At 37, he was a self-made entrepreneur — first in home improvement,
then in real estate — and he’d come up with a bold new project: He was
bringing an NHL team to Kansas City.
It was the summer of 1972, ten years before the franchise would land in
New Jersey and become the Devils, and what existed of a fledgling
expansion team was standing in a room at the Glenwood Manor Motor
Hotel in Overland Park, Kan., a booming suburb with open fields and
deep pockets. The day before, on June 8, 1972, Thompson had been in
Montreal, where the NHL’s Board of Governors had awarded franchises
to ownership groups from Washington, D.C. and Kansas City. The next
morning, as he landed back at Kansas City’s downtown airport, a fan
near Gate 16 greeted him with a sign: “Happiness is hockey.”
The battle to become the NHL’s 17th (and 18th) franchise had been
fierce, with cities across the continent making their case. That Kansas
City was chosen inspired both excitement and curiosity. There was talk of
a suburban arena project in Overland Park. There was a sprawling
ownership group that would include Chiefs coach Hank Stram. They had
two years to assemble an organization, hire a front office and come up
with a name. (Thompson liked “Mo-Hawks,” a confusing ode to Missouri
and Kansas — think Jayhawks. They eventually went with Scouts.)
Then there was the team: The roster, the lines, the game. Which brings
us back to the original question: What did Edwin Thompson know about
hockey?
“Not a damn thing,” he said.
Just days before the Kansas City Scouts opened their first NHL season,
Joe McGuff traveled to Toronto to cover the opener. McGuff was the
sports editor and lead columnist at the Kansas City Star. He’d spent the
previous days prepping the city for the arrival of the NHL, writing columns
that doubled as hockey history lessons.
All over Canada, however, there was skepticism. McGuff witnessed a
customs official complain about expansion. (“This isn’t even hockey
anymore.”) He watched a Canadian TV reporter appear baffled by the
opposing roster. (“I came out to watch the Scouts practice today and I
didn’t recognize anyone.”) On Oct. 9, 1974, McGuff sat down inside
Maple Leaf Gardens to watch the Scouts face off against the Maple
Leafs, an Original Six franchise. Toronto coach Red Kelly was worried
the Scouts were so bad that his team would be complacent.
The Scouts were poised to spend 24 straight days on the road, the result
of some last-minute hiccups back home. In Kansas City, crews were
frantically hustling to put the finishing touches on Kemper Arena, a brand
new venue for hockey and basketball. It was an apt metaphor for the
franchise: It could go either way.
“A modern structure,” former Scout Robin Burns says, “but they were
rushing like hell to finish it.”
In 2021, the Devils are playing their 38th season in New Jersey. Next
year, the franchise will mark the 40th anniversary of its arrival. In the
modern NHL, the Devils are a rags-to-riches tale, a former Mickey Mouse
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operation that became a power, won three Stanley Cups and is trying to
ascend again. The story is canon in New Jersey. But not much is known
about the organization’s pre-history — its six, ahem, rocky seasons in
Colorado and its humble beginnings in the midwest. Even in Kansas City,
the team remains something of a footnote, an oddity from a different era
of professional sports, a spectacular loser that disappeared before it
could become lovable.
On the first night in Toronto, though, there was still hope. In the moments
after their first game, McGuff wrote that “the Scouts proved a great deal
better than some of the local hockey purists expected.” Kelly, the Leafs’
coach, put it this way: “Kansas City surprised a lot of people.”
The Maple Leafs won 6-2.
It would only get worse.
Edwin Thompson didn’t know a damn thing about hockey, but he did
have a plan for Kansas City. From the jump, it began to go awry. Start
with the name: The Mo-Hawks. The Chicago Blackhawks balked at the
similarity, so Thompson’s ownership group held a contest to name the
team, and a man named James Maxwell submitted the idea for “Scouts.”
He won a 1973 model sedan.
The name paid homage to a famous Kansas City statue — “The Scout”
— which sits atop a hill and depicts a Sioux Indian on horseback,
overlooking downtown. Of the franchise’s early problems, it was perhaps
the only one that worked out. The designs for a suburban arena fell
through, so Kansas City scrambled to cut in, building an arena for the
Scouts, the NBA’s Kings and the American Royal, a local livestock show.
The building sprung up in the West Bottoms, a gritty industrial
neighborhood adjacent to downtown, famous for housing the city’s
stockyards and cattle exchanges. Every so often, a Scouts employee
would leave the office and see a cow in an arena concourse.
To handle hockey decisions, the ownership group hired Sid Abel (a Red
Wings legend) to be its general manager and tapped Bep Guidolin (who
led the Bruins to the 1974 Stanley Cup finals) to be its head coach.
Guidolin was famous for his colorful sweaters and cigars and, according
to the Edmonton Journal, he once called a reporter during breakfast for a
scouting report on the opponents’ players. The reason? He was trading
for them. The brain trust had decades of experience in the NHL; it did
not, however, have an answer for a byzantine expansion draft process,
one that favored existing franchises.
By 1974, the NHL had tripled its size in a decade. The nascent World
Hockey Association was diluting the talent pool. And yet, the NHL
allowed its current teams to protect nearly all of their talent. It left the
Scouts and Capitals to pick leftovers from recent expansion teams.
“It’s not fair,” Capitals general manager Milt Schmidt told The New York
Times in 1974. “We paid $6 million dollars to join the league, and look
how little the other teams have left for us.”

The Scouts lost 4-3 and dropped to 0-8-1.
It was a cruel harbinger. The Scouts finished 15-54-11 in their first
season. Only the Capitals were worse. Attendance was soft. “It’s a darn
shame people don’t come and see them,” Bruins star Bobby Orr said.
They couldn’t really score. Opponents seemed to find the net at will.
When they suffered a 10-0 loss to the Philadelphia Flyers on Dec. 1,
1974, Guidolin took pity on goaltender Peter McDuffe but refused to pull
him for backup Michel Plasse. “He’s getting bombed like the Second
World War,” Guidolin said. “Plasse will get his chance to be bombarded,
too.”
The Flyers had scored five goals in the first period and four more in the
second. Philadelphia coach Fred Shero used extra lines to keep the
scoring down in the third. The Philadelphia Inquirer’s Chuck Newman
would write that the final score “should erase all thoughts of further
expansion.” Shero seemed almost sheepish at the result. “It was a tough
game to coach,” he said. “You have to stop the players from going
goofy.”
Guidolin, meanwhile, slipped on his coat and hat and hustled for the
door.
“Gotta go,” he said.
In their second season in Kansas City, the Scouts needed roster help, so
they signed Henry Boucha, a young center who, at that point, was best
known for suffering an eye injury in an altercation with Boston’s Dave
Forbes. The incident would result in a highly-publicized court case and
left Boucha with vision damage. The Scouts saw an opportunity.
“He was a talented skater and player,” says Steve Cameron, who served
as the Scouts’ vice president of communications. “But of course, we get
him, and he could only see out of one eye. So he had to play on one
wing.”
Somehow, the Scouts’ second season would be worse than their first.
Guidolin, the head coach, would quit, after a falling out with the front
office. Attendance lagged again. The market slogan was “We can beat
the best.” (They could not.) On Nov. 2, 1975 — just 11 games into the
year — they lost 10-0 to the Flyers. Again.
“They had a couple of good shots,” Philadelphia goalie Wayne
Stephenson said.
In the midst of all the losing, Robin Burns remembers being on the ice
one night at Kemper Arena, warming up before a game. A man sitting
near the Scouts bench asked Burns if he could have a puck for his son.
Happy to oblige, Burns grabbed a puck and flipped it toward the stands.
Like clockwork, it missed the man’s hands, hit his son in the face and
required two stitches.
“How to win friends and influence people,” Burns says. “It was like: ‘What
else can go wrong?’”

In their first season, the Scouts had captain Simon Nolet, a useful winger
from the Stanley Cup champion Philadelphia Flyers; Guy Charron, a
center from Detroit; and Wilf Paiement, a 19-year-old winger who was the
No. 2 pick in the 1974 amateur draft. The rest? “We were very few
NHLers and a lot of American Hockey League players,” said Burns, a 28year-old wing who had grown up in Montreal. “We were outgunned.”

Burns was an archetypal Kansas City Scout. He’d grown up in Montreal
during the Canadiens’ glorious run in the late 1950s, dreaming of the
NHL. In the early 1970s, he had (in his words) “toilet seated” between the
Pittsburgh Penguins and the AHL. When he was claimed by Kansas City
in the expansion draft, it was a chance to make good on a childhood
goal.

With a roster of grinders, dreamers and characters, the Scouts promptly
lost their first five games, earned a tie on the road against the California
Seals, and then lost two more, including a 8-2 drubbing at the hands of
the Bruins at the Boston Garden. “We’ve got a lot of work to do,” Guidolin
told reporters.

“You look back and you say: ‘I played for the Kansas City Scouts,'” Burns
says now. “Even my grandchildren are like: ‘In the NHL?'”

Six days later, they returned to Kemper Arena to face the Blackhawks,
the first NHL contest in Kansas City history. Clarence Campbell, the
league president, was in attendance. A red carpet laid atop the ice. A
crowd of 14,758 (1,200 under capacity) filled the arena. The front page of
The Kansas City Star described hockey as something akin to “escargot
or Turkish coffee, an acquired taste.”

Many of the Scouts’ players had similar stories — men with names like
Butch Deadmarsh, Bart Crashley and Norm Dube. They were
professionals who skated hard, conducted themselves with class and,
most of all, tried to keep their careers alive. They just kept losing.
So Burns tried to keep things light. After one dispiriting loss, he held court
with the team’s beat writers, including The Kansas City Star’s Steve
Marantz. “An entanglement of troubles,” he said. “A spontaneous
nurturing of the fruits of disappointment. A demented departure from the
reality of hockey.”
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According to those present, the second season did feel of kind of
demented. “Screwball,” said Cameron, the media coordinator. The team
was barely drawing 7,000 fans per game. The ownership group was
running out of cash. Rumors about the future were rampant. The Scouts
won just once in their last 44 games — yes, once — a stretch that
included a 27-game winless streak to end the season. The only win came
against the expansion Capitals. During one practice, veteran
defenseman Gary Bergman turned to Burns. “That’s it,” he said, “I gotta
retire.” (He did.)
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All around were reminders of their lowly status and expansion operation.
Center Guy Charron, who replaced Nolet as captain, would show up to
the arena around noon and help translate media notes into French. At
one point, according to Cameron, the FBI showed up because a member
of the front office had a personal connection to Chuckie O’Brien, the
long-time associate of Jimmy Hoffa, who had just disappeared.

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Jan 21, 2021

For players, the one saving grace would come in the moments after
another loss, when they’d return to the dressing room and see a cold
beer sitting in front of their locker. “Kansas City was the only place where
the doctor didn’t believe in Coke after the game,” Burns says. It was, of
course, the least the ownership would do.
“Sometimes,” Burns says, “before we left the dressing room, we might
have had two or three beers.”
The Scouts were professionals, but they were also young hockey players
in the 1970s, looking for ways to survive the season. Their on-ice
execution was sloppy; their camaraderie was better. Before he was fired,
Guidolin complained publicly about how often players were breaking
curfew. There weren’t many perks about being a Scout, but there was
this: Sometimes the players would go out in Kansas City, socializing with
George Brett, the Royals’ rising star, or other local celebrities. The best
part: They never had to worry about being bothered.
“Nobody recognized the hockey players,” Burns says.
The Scouts would finish 12-56-12 in the 1975-76 season. Only five teams
since — including the 1975-76 Capitals — have won fewer games. When
the season was over, the NHL sent the Scouts and Capitals over to
Japan for a series of games in Tokyo and Sapporo. “I think we set
hockey in Japan back about 10 years,” Burns says.
By then, it was clear the Scouts were toast. According to Burns, players
were being paid out of one owner’s pocket. The debts were piling up. The
attendance wasn’t nearly good enough.
Near the end of the season, Cameron set out to produce a season
highlight video with music and a title sponsor. At the very least, it would
bring in some needed cash. One day, he played host to a local CEO who
was interested in sponsoring the project. As they strolled the concourse
at Kemper Arena, they ran into another cow.
“Are these (expletive) cows?” the man asked.
“It sort of summed up everything for us,” Cameron said. “And the
highlight film was never made.”
Later that year, the team was sold and headed off to Denver. Edwin
Thompson’s foray into hockey was over. (He died in 2015.) Forty-five
years later, Kansas City is still waiting for another chance.
“I never could make a judgment on Kansas City as a hockey town,” said
Marantz, a journalist who covered the Scouts during their final season
and relocation. “They never were given a product.
“The fans in Kansas City, they weren’t that naive or starry-eyed that they
were just going to go sit there and watch a last-place team get
clobbered.”
Adds Burns: “Kansas City deserved a better fate.”
In 1976, the Colorado Rockies were born. Eight years later, they were off
to New Jersey.
Finally, they were home.
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The Athletic / What it’s like for NHL PA announcers to work in empty
arenas

After taking a moment, then a deep breath, Jay Richardson exhaled and
tried to explain how it normally feels to be the public address announcer
at Bell MTS Place, which is traditionally home to both the Winnipeg Jets
and perhaps the loudest crowd in hockey.
“It’s shivers down your spine, it’s goosebumps,” he said. “I feel like I
could skate through a brick wall listening to those guys.”
It can take him hours to fall asleep after he gets home from a game, even
in the regular season. Part of that is knowing he played at least a small
role in the show: “Your ears are ringing. You’re so fired up.”
And now, this season: “You’re like, ‘That usher — I hope he’s really
enjoying it.’”
As the NHL pushes through the opening weeks of its first COVID-19
regular season, familiar pieces of the in-game experience have gone
quiet. The concession stands are dark, the beer kiosks are dry and the
lines to the washrooms are a lot shorter at intermission.
The public address announcers are learning to work even as most of
their public watches from home.
“The fact that I could crack the mic for the first time and do it at all, I didn’t
care who it was to,” said Richardson. “It felt, for one moment, like an
oasis of normal in this desert of uncertainty.”
In Tampa, the pandemic has literally given PA voice Paul Porter a
different perspective of the game. In a normal season, he would be
positioned between the penalty boxes at ice level. When an official had a
penalty to announce, they were basically looking at Porter.
He is up closer to the rafters now, which created a challenge in getting
the official information — goals and assists and penalties — quickly in
the home-opener. The matter was further complicated by the fact the
referee’s microphone appeared to be malfunctioning.
Porter, who grew up in Cleveland, is also the celebrated voice of the
NBA’s Orlando Magic. That team has been playing in front of around
3,000 fans a game at home, which creates some atmosphere. But it is
not quite the same.
“I have the attitude that, whether there’s 20,000 fans in Game 7 of the
Stanley Cup Final, or 100 fans for a preseason game, I need to do the
same professional job,” said Porter. “I realize I’m announcing to the
players, to the coaches, to the media and maybe a few security guards.
“But I want to do a professional job as opposed to saying, ‘well, I can
take tonight off, because there’s nobody here listening to me, anyway.’”
With the family and friends who were allowed to attend, he figured there
might have been 100 people in the stands for the Lightning’s homeopener. (The team unveiled its Stanley Cup banner, but it will not raise it
to the rafters until the pandemic eases and fans are allowed back into the
arena.)
“I look at it as, ‘OK, maybe I can get the players psyched up a little bit,’”
Porter said. “Maybe I can get them pumped up, and maybe I can help the
team by calling a goal with the player’s name.”
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Mike Ross, the voice of the Maple Leafs, spent time working in Toronto’s
playoff bubble last year, and he was told the public address voice
maintains a sense of routine for players, even in abnormal times.
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The in-arena game script has changed — the Kiss Cam had probably run
its course, anyway, before the pandemic arrived — but the essential
elements remain. Ross still did player introductions, and he still
announces the penalties and goals.

The Athletic / Mendes: Why it’s time for NFL-style realignment in the NHL

“I understood pretty quickly that part of it was also to bring a little bit of
normalcy to the players,” said Ross. “They’re so used to certain sounds
and certain elements being there, that it was about bringing everything
that I would normally bring to a game for them, as well — to bring a little
bit of that normalcy.”
Bruce Cusick got a stronger sense of what that could mean last season
in Las Vegas. He opens every game by answering his own question over
the arena loudspeakers: “Vegas, are you ready? Because it’s Knighttime.”
“Ryan Reaves told me that he yells it out along with me when he’s in the
tunnel with the players before they come out on the ice,” Cusick said with
a laugh. “So I’m like, ‘well dude, I’m with you. I’ll never back off.’”
He said he has not dialed that call down this season: “We try to bring it
every night, especially for the players.”
Paul McCann was a season-ticket holder in Nashville before he became
the team’s PA voice. He misses the interplay with the crowd. During the
pre-game introductions, as an example, he waits an extra beat between
announcing the names of the visiting players.
After he names a visiting skater, the crowd uses the silence to yell,
“sucks.”
And after the goalie is announced: “He sucks, too.”
When the stakes are high, he said, the crowd drowns out the public
address system during TV timeouts inside the arena. They will start
cheering, getting louder and louder over the two minutes, to the point
where they will “not allow us to do whatever we wanted to do in our TV
timeout.”
“I’ve been trying to keep in mind that people are listening from home,”
said McCann. “Honestly, social media has just been a life-saver.”
That has helped one Nashville tradition endure the pandemic. When
McCann announces there is one minute to play in a period, the crowd
usually yells back: “Thanks, Paul.”
Now, they thank him via Twitter.
“I just love the game, and so it’s not that hard to get the energy up,” he
said. “This isn’t just a gig. I’m a fan.”
Richardson said calling games for the Jets is one of his “favourite things
in the world,” and told of how he could walk down the street high-fiving
strangers after a playoff win, bumping into people he had not seen in a
decade.
Some of the changes have been more subtle. He noticed one after he
announced a two-minute minor in the season-opener against Calgary.
The visiting player could easily have received a five-minute penalty on
the play, he said, and his announcement of a minor would have incited a
roar of disapproval.
Not this time.
And it is not clear when it might happen again.
“I think everybody’s going to 100 percent err on the side of caution for the
next several months, at least,” said Richardson. “But I’m 100 percent on
board with the fact I might not do this in front of another group of fans
until October, November this year. It could be a long time.”
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By Ian Mendes Jan 21, 2021

We’re a week into a new NHL season and still grappling with some of the
scheduling quirks of this pandemic-shortened season.
The Montreal Canadiens and Vancouver Canucks will play three regularseason games in the span of four days this week, a scenario that would
have been unfathomable at any other point in history.
As Pierre LeBrun noted earlier this week, the MLB-style schedule of
three games in four nights against the same opponent might be
something that stays with the NHL after the pandemic ends.
Borrowing from baseball could be advantageous to the NHL in the long
run, cutting down on travel and carbon footprints, while increasing the
intensity of rivalries.
If the NHL is willing to cherry-pick an idea from MLB, perhaps it’s time to
look at another league to solve a constant source of frustration for NHL
fans: divisional alignment.
With Seattle entering the NHL next season and the league going through
this one-year temporary alignment, the timing seems ideal for a radical,
long-term solution to the divisional format starting this fall.
The problem with recent NHL division groupings is that they are simply
too big. As a result, you end up with teams such as Toronto and Florida
in the same division, despite it making little sense from a geographic or
historical perspective. Even during this pandemic-shortened season, the
geographic anomalies, such as Montreal and Vancouver or Minnesota
and Los Angeles in the same division, don’t seem that misplaced
because the NHL usually casts a wide net when grouping its teams.
So today, we’re going to narrow the NHL’s focus and see if we can cut
down the size of each division. And to do it, we’re going to steal the
divisional concept from the most successful sports league in North
America: the NFL.
The NFL is a 32-team league that employs eight divisions, featuring four
teams each. As I attempt to apply those parameters to the NHL, I do
have a couple of basic rules to follow:
1. Geography will be the No. 1 factor in grouping teams.
2. Whenever possible, I will try to keep historical rivals in the same
division.
As you’ll see, this eight-division realignment plan — with its schedule and
playoffs — seems about as logical and reasonable as any format the
NHL has employed over the past two decades. And as I’m sure you’ll see
in the comments below, some will think this is also the stupidest and
most ridiculous idea that’s ever been floated — especially if you’re a fan
of a handful of teams. (I’m looking at you St. Louis. And Detroit. But also
possibly Arizona, Buffalo, Chicago, Columbus, Nashville, Philadelphia
and Seattle).
So, if you’re open to the concept, I welcome you to the NFL-style version
of divisional realignment in the NHL
Eastern Conference
Empire Division
Buffalo Sabres
New Jersey Devils
New York Islanders
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New York Rangers
Pros: When NHL teams have provincial or state rivals, they are always in
the same division. Think Tampa Bay and Florida. Edmonton and Calgary.
The three teams in California. The lone exception? The Buffalo Sabres,
who have never been in the same division as their New York state
cousins. Let’s fix that anomaly and put the Sabres in the same division as
the Islanders and Rangers. And keeping the Devils in that grouping was
a no-brainer.
Cons: I don’t see any obvious red flags – at least not geographically. But
I’m sure some Sabres fans will be unhappy to be moved out of a division
with their historical rivals such as Toronto, Boston and Montreal. And
losing the Philadelphia-New York rivalry hurts, but we made sure the
Flyers were still in the same division as their No. 1 nemesis.
Heritage Division
Boston Bruins
Montreal Canadiens
Ottawa Senators
Toronto Maple Leafs
Pros: I know what fans (especially Sabres ones) are probably thinking
here: “Wow, the guy who covers Ottawa for a living put them in a division
with three marquee, Original Six teams.” But this division works both
historically (Montreal-Boston, Toronto-Montreal rivalries) and
geographically. And let’s be honest, since I cover the Senators for a
living, you know I was going to find a way to keep Toronto and Boston in
the same division.
Cons: The Bruins would be the only American-based team in this
division.
Keystone Division

Cons: Nashville would be moved to the Eastern Conference, despite
being on Central Standard Time. Also, this division gives off some
serious retro Southeast Division vibes.
Western Conference
Great Lakes Division
Chicago Blackhawks
Detroit Red Wings
Minnesota Wild
Winnipeg Jets
Pros: As I mentioned earlier, getting two Original Six rivals back together
in the Red Wings and Blackhawks was a priority. Detroit and Chicago are
division rivals in all the other major sports – NFL, NBA and MLB – it
seems wrong to have them separated in the NHL.
Cons: Welcome back to the Western Conference, Detroit. And once
again, Winnipeg is abandoned from its Canadian cousins.
The South-Midwest Division Powered by GEICO
Arizona Coyotes
Colorado Avalanche
Dallas Stars
St. Louis Blues
Pros: If you look at a map of the United States, these four cities actually
form a parallelogram across the middle part of the country, so grouping
this foursome isn’t as awkward as you might think. Also, I named this
division because if corporate sponsors are still around, there is a 100
percent chance this will be the name.

Pittsburgh Penguins

Cons: That previous sentence in favour of this division doesn’t exactly
read like a ringing endorsement. And trust me, I already hear you St.
Louis fans. Being separated from Chicago is less than ideal, given your
historical and geographic rivalry with the Blackhawks. In my opinion, St.
Louis probably comes out as the biggest loser in my re-shuffled deck.

Washington Capitals

Golden Division

Pros: The two Pennsylvania teams are joined at the hip, so there is no
way we could ever split up the Penguins and Flyers. Keeping
Washington with them continues a divisional rivalry that dates back to the
old Patrick Division.

Anaheim Ducks

Columbus Blue Jackets
Philadelphia Flyers

Cons: I’ll admit I had a really hard time figuring out where to put
Columbus. Ideally, I would have loved to see them in a division with
Detroit to try and build off that natural Ohio-Michigan rivalry. But as you’ll
see below, I wanted to make it a priority to get Detroit and Chicago back
in the same division.
Coastal Division
Carolina Hurricanes
Florida Panthers
Nashville Predators
Tampa Bay Lightning
Pros: Nashville is a bit of a geographic outlier by NHL standards, with no
opponent within 300 miles of them. But putting them in the same division
as Carolina and Tampa makes as much sense as putting the Predators
with the Dallas Stars. And before you complain about Nashville being in
the ‘Coastal Division’ remember that we currently have an Atlantic
Division featuring cities such as Buffalo, Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal
that have no ocean view.

Los Angeles Kings
San Jose Sharks
Vegas Golden Knights
Pros: This might have been the easiest division to put together. And the
suggested division name is perfect because it works in both the
nicknames for the state of California and the team in Vegas.
Cons: The Arizona Coyotes would probably like to replace Vegas in this
division, but that’s really the only possible change to consider.
Rocky Mountain Division
Calgary Flames
Edmonton Oilers
Seattle Kraken
Vancouver Canucks
Pros: We have the potential for the division with the two most heated
rivalries that involve all four teams: Calgary-Edmonton and VancouverSeattle. The Kraken-Canucks rivalry should be a ton of fun right away –
especially if Seattle can mimic even a shred of Vegas’ early success.
Cons: Just like the Bruins, Seattle is the only American team in its
division. And there is an argument to be made that growing the game in a
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new market would be better aided with Seattle facing opponents from
Los Angeles, San Jose and Vegas.
Schedule format:
Things are going to get a little complicated here, so if you prefer a quick,
digestible version of the schedule format, here is what you need to know:
• 82-game regular-season schedule remains intact.
• You play teams within your own division six times (three home, three
road).

Picture a Stanley Cup featuring Pittsburgh against Philadelphia.
Or Toronto against Montreal.
Better yet: Just imagine a championship series featuring hated division
foes St. Louis and Arizona.
The Athletic LOADED: 01.22.2021
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• You will face every other opponent in the league at least twice (one
home, one road).

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks look like a team in serious trouble after loss to
Canadiens

If you’re satisfied with that generic explanation, I suggest hopping ahead
to the playoff format below. If you’re a stickler for details, here is how it
would play out, using the New York Rangers as our example team:

Iain MacIntyre

• New York would play the three teams in its own division six times each
(18 games total).
• They would play one other Eastern Conference Division four times each
(16 games total).
• They would play the remaining six divisions in the league two times
each (48 games total).
And just like the NFL does with out-of-conference games, the NHL can
employ a three-year rotation for which division you play the extra games
against.
Year 1: Rangers play four games each against the
Boston/Montreal/Ottawa/Toronto division.
Year 2: Rangers play four games each against the
Columbus/Philadelphia/Pittsburgh/Washington division.
Year 3: Rangers play four games each against the
Carolina/Florida/Nashville/Tampa division.
This would ensure every team in the league faces each other at least
once at home and on the road, so everybody gets a chance to see the
likes of Connor McDavid, Nathan Mackinnon and Alexis Lafrenière.
I would also be open to a slight “variation” of the plan above. Instead of
rotating teams through the four divisions, you could also permanently
attach teams to opponents outside of their divisions — and guarantee
four games against them.
I mentioned rivalries such as St.Louis-Chicago, Philadelphia-New York
and Buffalo-Toronto that would be minimized in my realignment plan.
Perhaps there is a way to ensure the Blues and Blackhawks meet four
times each year to maintain that rivalry, instead of using the three-year
rotation plan.
Playoff format:
Realistically, we can be as creative as we want with the playoff format.
But here is my suggestion: The top two teams in each division advance
to the playoffs with one small caveat: If the third-place team is within five
points of the second-place team at the end of the regular season, they
will have a mini play-in series to determine who gets the final playoff
spot.
Under this scenario, each team would start the season with a 50 percent
chance of nabbing one of those two playoff spots in their four-team
divisions. The 18 regular-season games within your division would take
on an added significance and hopefully fuel rivalries – both old and new.
Once the 16 playoff teams are established (after a potential play-in
series), I would rank them by their overall standings and use the 1-16
format the league used to employ in the 1970s. That would allow for the
potential of a Stanley Cup Final featuring heated divisional rivals facing
each other.

VANCOUVER -- For the first time since Travis Green was hired as
coach, the Vancouver Canucks look dead in the water, truly stalled and
in danger of foundering.
Hope that Wednesday’s wonderfully chaotic win against the Montreal
Canadiens was a sign the Canucks were starting to move forward again
was obliterated Thursday when Vancouver gave away a pile of goals,
including two in nine seconds, and was embarrassed 7-3 by the Habs at
Rogers Arena.
The seas are getting rougher and the Canucks already look capable of
sinking. They no longer seem like a team trapped by circumstance in a
slow start, but a team in serious trouble.
“We weren’t just giving up scoring chances, we were giving up goals,”
Green, who is in the fourth and final year of his Canucks contract, said
after the game. “We gift-wrapped probably four or five goals. It wasn’t a
game where we were hemmed in our zone... it was just giving up
breakaways. In this league, if you give up chances that are gifts, you’re
going to lose bad. We did that tonight.”
After incremental improvements since Green’s arrival and a breakthrough
season last year that included three rounds of NHL playoffs, the Canucks
look lost.
Six games into 2021’s 56-game sprint, the Canucks have allowed 28
goals, easily the most in the NHL. And Vancouver’s minus-10 goal
differential is better than only the Chicago Blackhawks'.
They’ve lost three defencemen to injury already and a fourth hasn’t
played since testing positive for COVID. Another, veteran Tyler Myers,
may face a disciplinary review for a late hit Thursday to the head of
Montreal’s Joel Armia.
Remaining Time -1:10
Myers drops Armia with dangerous headshot, gets five-minute major
On Thursday, the Canucks’ power play was outscored 2-1 by the
Canadiens penalty-killing and top forward Elias Pettersson, whose fivegame scoring famine is the longest of his short career, was dropped from
the first line after his second-period turnover led to one of Montreal’s
shorthanded goals.
It is a mess.
“We look a little bit immature at times,” Green explained. “It could be
when you have a little bit of success, and you win some playoff series,
you come back and you forget how hard it is to win. We’re not a team
that has ever won easy; we have to grind out wins. We’ve got to realize
that and remember it’s hard to win in the league.
"We had that mentality last year. We’ve got to get back to that.”
Remaining Time -1:19
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Green says Canucks have looked ‘a little immature at times’
When Canucks captain Bo Horvat was asked about Green’s observation,
teammate Nate Schmidt, who was sharing the Zoom call with reporters,
interjected.
A month before his October trade from the Vegas Golden Knights,
Schmidt played against the Canucks in the playoffs.

Four points adrift of the Canadiens when they could have pulled even on
Thursday, the 2-4 Canucks are in danger of losing touch with .500
heading into the series finale against Montreal on Saturday.
“We’re six games into it and we still have things to learn and things to
clean up,” Horvat said. “Obviously, tonight wasn’t good enough. We know
that as a group. There’s still a lot of hockey to be played and we’re going
to be ready to go here in the next couple of days.”

“This group had a lot of jam... and didn’t give up on it,” Schmidt said.
“They made it as hard as it could possibly be for Vegas to move on. It’s a
series like that, you look at a team like this. . . (that’s why) there’s
frustration in our group because you see how hard we can make it on
teams to win.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.22.2021

“When I first got traded here, that’s something I thought was such a
positive with the group. (It) was never going to let things like this go. It’s a
reality check where we are. But the way I look at it, we know it’s there. I
think that’s the reason why it’s frustrating.”

Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' depth the main theme in early-season success
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Eric Engels

The Canucks defence had more kids in the cast than Sesame Street.
With veterans Alex Edler and Travis Hamonic both injured on
Wednesday and unable to play Thursday, Vancouver’s blue line included
rookies Olli Juolevi (four NHL games), Brogan Rafferty (two) and Jalen
Chatfield (one). Sophomore Quinn Hughes was the Canucks’ third-most
experienced defenceman.

They came to Vancouver with one assist between them, having watched
the other three lines on the Montreal Canadiens account for 12 of 13
goals at 5-on-5 through the first three games of the season, and they
seemed determined to change that.

Of course there were going to be mistakes. And of course, another injury,
as Chatfield, who was playing the best of the freshmen, failed to survive
the first period.

We had a feeling Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Tyler Toffoli and Joel Armia might
take it as a personal challenge to take over and rise to the occasion
against the Canucks.

But for all the concern about the defence’s inexperience, Vancouver’s
biggest problems were some astonishingly poor plays from a few of its
best players, including Schmidt.

So did Canadiens coach Claude Julien.

With time and space and the puck in his own zone, Schmidt managed to
whiff on a pass, then went to the wrong man after his turnover, leaving
Armia with a shorthanded breakaway that he buried in the first period.
On a second-period Canucks power play, Pettersson’s nightmare start to
the season got worse when his lateral pass at the Montreal blue line was
picked off, leading to another breakaway and another goal for Tyler
Toffoli.
When J.T. Miller’s shot bounced back off Canadiens goalie Jake Allen,
as both Hughes and Myers were moving forward inside the offensive
zone, Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko had the pleasure of another wideopen breakaway.
Demko managed to stop this one on Nick Suzuki, but the puck arced
across the crease where Josh Anderson bunted it in after breezing
uncontested past an exhausted Miller.
And Myers, the most experienced defenceman in the lineup, took three
interference penalties in the first half of the game, then late in the second
period turned over the puck along the boards in the Canucks’ zone and
was slow to pick up his man as Armia scored again during the
Canadiens’ three-goal outburst.
Nobody can win games when their “best” players are making plays this
bad.
Horvat had two of the Canucks goals, Brandon Sutter the other. Armia
finished with four points before leaving the game after getting crunched
by Myers’ shoulder with 2:28 remaining. Myers was assessed a match
penalty.
Remaining Time -0:00
Canucks’ Myers could face further discipline for hit on Armia
Armia’s linemate, Toffoli, scored twice and has five goals in two games
against his ex-team.

“I think when you look at the games, they seem to have some
opportunities, some chances,” Julien said of the trio on Wednesday
afternoon, ahead of three games in four nights on the Pacific Coast. “I
think the only thing right now that hasn’t happened is they haven’t been
able to get the results from either the puck going in or whatever. But
they’ve had some chances.
"Not everything is perfect as far as some lines seem to have found
chemistry a little quicker and some lines take a little longer, but I still see
potential right now. So, we’re being patient with them and hoping that
they’re going to get some results here soon.”
About that: After Toffoli scored a hat trick, Kotkaniemi had a goal and
assist and Armia a helper in Montreal’s 6-5 shootout loss to the Canucks
Wednesday night, they powered the Canadiens to a 7-3 win at Rogers
Arena Thursday. These three players combined for eight points in just
the first two periods — four of them shorthanded — and offered a
proverbial slap to anyone referring to them as Montreal’s third line.
Meanwhile, Paul Byron, Jake Evans and Artturi Lehkonen — the clearcut fourth on this balanced and deep Canadiens team — each had a
point Thursday. They’ve now combined for six points in five games.
Line 1A, consisting of Nick Suzuki, Jonathan Drouin and Josh Anderson,
came together for the nicest goal scored by the Canadiens in this one
and brought their total to 12 points on the season. And Line 1B — Tomas
Tatar, Phillip Danault and Brendan Gallagher — has collected 11 points
since the puck dropped on Jan. 13.
All six defencemen have recorded at least a point so far. And the ice-time
distribution at both ends has been as evenly spread as you’d expect after
seeing the balance in the scoring.
Remaining Time -3:12
Despite success of penalty kill, Weber knows Canadiens must stay out of
box
Over on the taxi squad, a couple of Stanley Cup winners in Corey Perry
and Michael Frolik haven’t just been biding their time.
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“Being around them, seeing them in practice today, they’re not just going
through the motions,” said Toffoli. “They’re working hard, staying ready to
be in the lineup.”

Rory Boylen

We could see one or both of Perry and Frolik join the party Saturday.
Byron took a Shea Weber slap shot off the foot with just over six minutes
remaining in Thursday’s game and has since been deemed day-to-day
by Julien, and Armia took a hit from Tyler Myers that resulted in a
concussion.

The early returns on the Joe Thornton-Auston Matthews-Mitch Marner
top line in Toronto were all positive in five games.

The 6-foot-7 defenceman was assessed a 10-minute match penalty after
charging at Armia from the blind side and levelling him while the score
was lopsided and the clock was ticking down.
Remaining Time -1:10
Myers drops Armia with dangerous headshot, gets five-minute major
“It’s a loss for us, for now, and it’s too bad,” said Julien. “I didn’t like the
hit from Myers. (Armia) didn’t see him coming. It’s a shoulder hit that
seemed high. I think the refs reacted well giving him a (10)-minute
penalty. Now we’ll have to wait and see what the league’s disciplinary
committee decides, which is something we don’t control, unfortunately.
But I didn’t like the hit — especially with 2:28 to go in a 6-3 game. He
didn’t see it coming and it’s from a big guy who I think is 6-foot-7. Was it
necessary? We’re trying to clean these types of hits out of the NHL, so
we’ll wait and see how they’ll deal with it.”
How the Canadiens will deal with it is by relying on their biggest weapon
— their depth.
It’s served them exceptionally well in establishing a 3-0-2 record — one
that would probably be better if not for the 26 penalties they’ve taken so
far — and it was an obvious factor against a tired Canucks team missing
Alex Edler and Travis Hamonic to start Thursday’s game. That Canucks
defenceman Jalen Chatfield left after playing just five shifts only made it
clearer.
“I think it started last night,” said Suzuki. “Claude ran the bench pretty
evenly. We had a lot of special teams, but we have guys that are playing
a lot of PK and a lot of power-play time, so it’s pretty even. I think you
saw that tonight. We were able to get on them pretty quickly starting in
the second period. We had fresher legs. You can definitely see it on the
ice, we all felt pretty good heading into this game.”
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
It was most evident on Kotkaniemi’s line, with Toffoli seemingly
unstoppable and Armia putting up a career-best four points (two goals,
two assists) before collecting himself off the ice and wobbling his way
down the tunnel toward Montreal’s dressing room.
Great start, devastating finish, but the Canadiens feel equipped to handle
this.
“We've got a team full of guys that we can expect on any given night to
step up and be difference-makers for us,” said Gallagher prior to
Thursday’s game. “I think that's kind of been the story early on this year.
It's been different guys on different nights, and it's fun to be a part of
because everyone feels like you've got a team, you've got guys that
support you, but you want to be the guy that steps up as well.
"We definitely have that depth to come at teams like we want to with
energy, and when every line shows up, we're definitely pretty
dangerous.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.22.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Which Maple Leafs could replace Joe Thornton on the top
line?

Each of the three are at or above a 60 per cent corsi rating at 5-on-5.
Marner is tied with John Tavares for the team points lead at six, while
Matthews is working at a point-per-game rate even though he's only
scored on two of his league-leading 27 shots -- a 7.4 percentage that's
well below a 15.5 per cent career average.
In Wednesday's defensive snoozer (which was actually positive in some
way for both teams) the Thornton-Matthews-Marner line controlled 75 per
cent of the 5-on-5 shots they were on the ice for.
It was Toronto's best line.
And now it's time for a shakeup.
Thornton left Wednesday's game with an injury that Sheldon Keefe
described as "not a day-to-day thing." The team awaits the results of an
MRI later Thursday for full details, but it's clear Toronto will have to move
on without its Jumbo centre-turned-winger for a while.
Remaining Time -0:32
Maple Leafs' Thornton exits game against Oilers in pain
The question, naturally, becomes: who replaces him on the top line?
And it might not even be quite that simple.
Adding a little more intrigue to the mix is the fact Auston Matthews
departed Thursday's practice early, leaving some question as to whether
or not he'll be in the lineup for Round 2 against Edmonton Friday.
"He just wasn't feeling great today coming off the game yesterday, so just
going to take the rest of the day to see how he is tomorrow. We'll have an
update in the morning," Keefe said.
If Matthews is out, then John Tavares' line becomes the new "No. 1" and,
really, all sorts of possibilities for line changes enter the mix. But with
Matthews, at least, it seems a little more fluid and even if he doesn't go
on Friday his absence may only be short term.
The Thornton loss will have the longer-term impact, so who could replace
him on the top line with Matthews and Marner?
Nick Robertson would have been perfect, but a knee injury has already
forced him out for four weeks. Now Toronto's bottom six will be stretched
thinner and, perhaps, more work is coming for Tavares and William
Nylander, who both are averaging just over 17 minutes of ice per game -or about six minutes less than Matthews, and seven less than Marner.
With Matthews in the lineup next to Marner, here are some possibilities to
play on the left side.
Jimmy Vesey
Well, let's start with the practice lines from Thursday, when Matthews
was absent.
Adam Brooks would be filling in for Matthews here, and if this is what is
put forth Friday, Vesey would arrive here from Tavares' line and Zach
Hyman would get a bump up from the third (more on him in a bit).
You could say the jury is still out on Vesey. He wasn't great Wednesday,
but arguably had his best performance the game before. He's getting PK
time, but feels more like bottom-six player than star support. Still, he's
getting the minutes and was practicing in this place Thursday. If that
comes to pass it shouldn't be a surprise.
But there's this: in Toronto's five early games they've been outscored 9-7
at 5-on-5. If Vesey doesn't help boost either the offence or the defence in
some way, and this scoring hole widens, Keefe could mix his lines up
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again. He's nothing if not flexible with his set up, depending on the
situation.
Zach Hyman
This would be my pick. Hyman is the worker bee who wins key corner
puck battles and has supported Toronto's stars to great success in the
past.
On the third line to start the season, Hyman has been the driver -Toronto has controlled 55 per cent of the 5-on-5 shots when he's on the
ice and he's the only bottom-sixer who has a positive goal differential at
5-on-5. In Monday's game against Winnipeg, he recorded 10 shots on
net.
After Thornton left the Oilers game, Hyman's even-strength shifts were
spent with Matthews and Marner. According to Natural Stat Trick, they
played 6:16 at 5-on-5 together Wednesday and were 3-3 with the
opposition in shots on goal. They were also the only Toronto line to score
a goal Wednesday, which began on a Hyman drive, and finished (with a
little luck) after Matthews won a puck battle.
The way the lines were arranged Thursday, though, suggests Hyman will
instead start with Tavares and Nylander.
There is a potential risk to moving Hyman up now, especially if Matthews
is out. The bottom six is stretching and Hyman has arguably been the
most important piece in that section of the lineup. Promoting him would
certainly be worthy, but you have to wonder in what state that leaves the
depth. As mentioned before, an uptick in minutes for Tavares' line could
help that situation to some degree.
Remaining Time -2:02
Keefe says Thornton could miss some time with injury
Ilya Mikheyev
Whether or not you think Mikheyev is a long-term fit in the top six, he's
clearly someone who could slot there in a pinch. And the upside is
intriguing. He had 23 points in 39 games last season before a gruesome
wrist injury removed him from the lineup until the play-in round. He has
the one assist in five games this season.
However, if Mikheyev gets a bump up it may come with Tavares first
instead. Mikheyev played more often with Toronto's captain at 5-on-5 last
season (138:45 minutes) and the underlying numbers for both players
were better when they were together.
When Justin Bourne built his ideal Leafs lines out before Thornton's
injury, this is what his top six looked like, which would seem to bolder
Hyman's candidacy to join Marner and Matthews:
Hyman-Matthews-Marner
Mikheyev-Tavares-Nylander

But putting the three of them on the same line for a full game, multiple
games in a row, puts maximum stress on the rest of the forward units.
Still, it'd be fun to see.
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Sportsnet.ca / Blue Jackets bench Pierre-Luc Dubois after first period vs.
Lightning

David Morassutti

The ongoing drama between the Columbus Blue Jackets and Pierre-Luc
Dubois is starting to reach a new level.
During Thursday's game against the Tampa Bay Lightning, the centre
played 3:55 of total ice time in the first period then spent the entire
second and third period, plus overtime, on the bench.
"It’s up to the player to show me," Columbus coach John Tortorella said
after the game when asked about why Dubois didn't play. "If you play the
proper way, you're going to get out there."
Dubois declined to speak to reporters after the game.
The disgruntled centre requested a trade after agreeing to a two-year,
$10 million contract at the start of training camp. This is not the first time
Dubois has seen a decline in playing time since making it known he
wanted to be moved.
Against the Detroit Red Wings on Monday, Dubois played a season-low
15:22 of ice time and only saw one regular shift in the second period. The
22-year-old ended up scoring the game-winning goal in the third period.
At the time, Tortorella didn't make a big deal about leaving Dubois on the
bench.
"You guys are really dissecting this benching and sitting," Tortorella said
after Monday's game. "I guess I benched Max [Domi] the other night, you
said. Slow down, boys. You'll know when I bench someone. I have to
make decisions when the game is being played, when I think someone is
going at certain times. But don't try to manifest something as far as the
benching. That's all part of a three-period hockey game."
The 22-year-old said Tortorella didn't give him a reason for the decline in
ice time.
Tortorella opened up on the situation back on Jan. 13, saying Dubois
spoke with his teammates about wanting to be traded out of Columbus
but didn't make it clear why he wants to be moved.

Then you wonder, if it gets to a point where both Hyman and Mikheyev
need to be in the top six and the Maple Leafs are still struggling to
produce or find consistency, would Keefe reunite the Marner-TavaresHyman line that was so successful two years ago there is now value
keeping them spread apart?

"He wants out," Tortorella said on 97.1 The Fan's Rothman and Ice in
Columbus. "(Dubois) hasn't given a reason why he wants to leave. He
should get in front of it. That's the way I think you should go about your
business, and be the best team you can be.

That, then, would conceivably leave Matthews with Nylander and either
Mikheyev or Vesey.

"He needs to continue to do the things to help this team win and be the
best teammate he can be, or I'm not sure where it goes. It's a situation
and we'll go to it day by day."

John Tavares
If you see this one, something terrible has probably gone wrong.
Here is the emergency switch, the nuclear option. What if Toronto starts
a spiral or goes a stretch where the scoring dries up? Could you see this
attempted?
More likely this trip would get put together in a specific game situation,
like trailing by a goal or more late when an offensive spark is needed. It's
been done before.

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman wrote in a recent 31 Thoughts column that
the Montreal Canadiens and Winnipeg Jets are among the pursuers for
Dubois. In 234 career games with the Blue Jackets, the third-overall pick
from the 2016 NHL Draft has 65 goals and 158 points.
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Myers ejected after hit to head on Canadiens'
Armia

housekeeping or engineering staff, as needed, which services shall be
provided while individuals are not present in the room).”

Sportsnet Staff

Those same protocols allow for “best efforts to arrange for a dedicated
common area or lounge in the hotel for the exclusive use by players…of
sufficient size and equipped with seating so as to permit for adherence to
physical distancing and other hygiene measures.”

Vancouver Canucks defenceman Tyler Myers was given a five-minute
major and a game misconduct Thursday for an illegal check to the head
of Montreal Canadiens forward Joel Armia.

If the Washington players gathered there instead of their individual hotel
rooms, the Capitals would have avoided a penalty.

The incident occurred late in the third period as Myers caught Armia with
a high hit that made contact with the head. After the referees reviewed
the play, Myers was ejected from the game.

Backstrom: Fine for breaking COVID-19 protocol ‘a lesson for all of us’

After the game, head coach Claude Julien said Armia was diagnosed
with a concussion and would be out indefinitely. The Canadiens forward
had a career-high four points in Montreal's 7-3 win over Vancouver.
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Remaining Time -1:15

The point about players being together on the bench or in other common
areas was widely shared on social media. However, with two teams
(Carolina and Dallas) already shut down due to spread, the league
believes it must enforce its rules to the best of its ability. In addition, if the
NHL is going to get San Jose back home and continue to travel in places
like Canada where exceptions are being made to local lockdowns and/or
quarantine rules, it must show a willingness to crack down on known
violations.
It’s a stiff penalty, no question about it, a reminder to everyone: don’t get
complacent.

Sportsnet.ca / What COVID protocols the Capitals broke, and why the
NHL had to step in

Elliotte Friedman

It’s at least a week without four critical players for the Washington
Capitals — including captain Alexander Ovechkin — after contact tracing
following a positive COVID test revealed the group was together in a
hotel room, in violation of league protocols.
Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov and Ilya Samsonov were the other
players added to the league’s COVID-Related Absences List on
Wednesday evening. The Capitals’ next game is Friday against Buffalo,
and, as of Thursday afternoon, there were no plans to postpone.

And, it puts Washington at a competitive disadvantage. Their NBA
brethren, the Wizards, haven’t played since Jan. 11, with six consecutive
games postponed since an outbreak. The NBA has a rule that there must
be eight players in uniform for a game to go ahead. The NHL doesn’t
have anything that specific, with situations determined on a case-by-case
basis.
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Sportsnet.ca / NWHL 2021 Season Preview: Boston seeks title, Toronto
expansion arrives

“We totally understand why the rules are in place and there's no arguing
with that,” head coach Peter Laviolette said Thursday. “We want to be
compliant. We made a mistake and we need to do a better job.”

Marisa Ingemi

Ovechkin’s wife, Nastya, was not as understanding, blasting the decision
in an Instagram post, which revealed both Orlov and Ovechkin have
antibodies. She made sure to post in both Russian and English so no
one misunderstood her message.

The 2021 NWHL season will be unlike any that came before it.

The Washington Post’s Samantha Pell reported Samsonov tested
positive for the virus. While the NHL and NHLPA list who is ineligible to
play once the season began, there is an agreement not to explicitly
reveal who has tested positive and who is out because of tracing.
(Anyone in isolation for contact-tracing issues can be out seven, 10 or 14
days. That’s still being determined in this case.)
Capitals' upcoming schedule
Fri. Jan. 22: vs. BUF
Sun. Jan. 24: vs. BUF
Tues. Jan. 26: vs. NYI

To make it work, the league has created a bubble in Lake Placid, where it
will play a season and playoffs from Jan. 23 through Feb. 5. Last year’s
Isobel Cup was never played between Boston and Minnesota due to
COVID-19, so both of those teams will be looking for another shot in
2021.
But it’s not just a two-team race. There are heightened expectations
around the Riveters as well, and the expansion Toronto Six and
something new this season.
Here is a preview of each team ahead of the NWHL’s bubble season.
ICYMI…
This upcoming season’s schedule, with some minor corrections!
pic.twitter.com/BlqD2il945
— NWHL (@NWHL) January 14, 2021

Thurs. Jan. 28: vs. NYI

BOSTON PRIDE

Sat. Jan. 30: vs. BOS

2019-20: 23-1-0, advanced to Isobel Cup

Mon. Feb. 1: vs. BOS

Additions: Sammy Davis (draft), Taylor Turnquist (draft), Meghara
McManus (draft), Tereza Vanisova (draft), Taylor Wenczkowski (draft),
Carlee Turner (free agent) Meaghan Rickard (free agent)

According to NHL protocols, “Each member of the Club’s Travelling Party
will be required to stay in a single occupancy room, and no individual
shall permit guests or other personnel in their room (with the exception of
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Subtractions: Emily Fluke (Toronto), Alyssa Wohlfeiler (Connecticut),
Carlee Toews (free agent), Lexi Bender (free agent)
Stats leaders with league rank: Jillian Dempsey (40 points, 1st);
McKenna Brand (19 goals; 2nd), Lovisa Selander (.941 save percentage,
1st)
The Pride are star-studded throughout their lineup, as their best players
are the league’s best players. Long-time captain Jillian Dempsey has
gotten better each year, and led the NWHL in both points (40) and
assists (23) last season. McKenna Brand, a Northeastern alum, broke
out with 19 goals, the second most in the league, playing alongside
Dempsey. They, along with winger Christina Putigna, made up the most
productive trio in the league in 2019-20. In net, Lovisa Selander of RPI
led the league with 17 wins, a .941 save percentage and 1.71 goalsagainst average.

Selander
Hanson
METROPOLITAN RIVETERS
2019-20: 10-11-3, lost 1-0 to Minnesota in semi-final
Additions: Kelly Babstock (trade, Toronto), Paige Voight (draft), Bridgette
Prentiss (draft), Saroya Tinker (draft), Tera Hofmann (draft), Sonjia
Shelly (free agent), Sammy Kolowrat (draft), Emily Janiga (free agent),
Rebecca Russo (free agent)
Subtractions: Sam Walther (free agent), Cassie Dunne (free agent),
Ashley Johnston (retirement), Colleen Murphy (free agent), Brooke Baker
(free agent), Bulbul Kartanbay (free agent), Kelly Nash (free agent)

Players to watch

Stats leaders with league rank: Madison Packer (34 points, 4th); Kate
Leary (16 goals, 5th); Kendall Cornine (115 SOG; 5th)

Tori Sullivan: It’s easy to be overlooked on a stacked roster, and Sullivan
fell into that last year. As a rookie, the Boston College alum tallied 25
points, good for 13th in the league. Her line with Lexie Laing and Mary
Parker is also one of the most defensively responsible in the league.

The captain, Madison Packer, is expected to lead the charge on offence
once again, and alongside her is Kate Leary following a stellar rookie
season. With Cornine coming off a stellar first season as well, the
Riveters offence is bolstered and could be due for a breakout.

Kaleigh Fratkin: One of the original NWHL players, Fratkin is as tough as
they come on the blue line. Routinely one of the league leaders in
penalty minutes, the Boston University alum makes her presence known
on the ice. Fratkin broke out even more in her fifth NWHL season with a
career-high 23 points and earned herself the NWHL Defender of the Year
award.

Players to watch

Sammy Davis: The 2020 first overall pick is going to get a shot to play
with the Pride in every situation. One of the speediest players in the
college game, she’ll play on one of the fastest lines in the league
alongside Tereza Vanisova.
From having the best player to the best TikToks, @TheBostonPride
are here to tell you why you should cheer for them in the bubble!
pic.twitter.com/EywxXdAHiy
— NWHL (@NWHL) January 20, 2021
In a nutshell
The Boston Pride 2021 revenge tour is officially on. After tearing through
the league and setting the stage for a rematch with the Minnesota
Whitecaps — the only team to defeat them — in the final, it was
postponed, then cancelled. The Pride think they were the best team, and
they head into the bubble maintaining that belief while putting last year
behind them.
“We haven’t talked at all about last year,” said Pride head coach Paul
Mara. “It’s done, we have eight new players and they don’t know what it
was like last year. We can’t bring that back, we’re going (to Lake Placid)
to win.”
The Pride’s prolific offence will dominate discussion; they did score 120
goals in 24 games last year, 16 more than the next team. But their depth
in net with Selander and Victoria Hanson (.919, 1.97 in eight games) also
puts them in a position to steal some games late, especially with the
heavy back-to-back schedule.
Lineup projection

Kelly Babstock: On the topic of offence, Babstock’s impact on the rest of
the lineup is going to be monumental. Coming from Toronto before she
ever played a game with the Six, Babstock makes her return to the
NWHL following a stint in the PWHPA. She led the Whale in scoring with
22 points in the league’s inaugural season, and the Riveters will be her
third NWHL club.
Saroya Tinker: Tinker will get a chance to be a big part of the blue line
after Johnston retired to be a part of the Riveters coaching staff. The
Oshawa native was a standout at Yale, which has continued to produce
NWHL talent throughout the league. Tinker put up a career-high 12
points with Yale last season.
Cailey Hutchison: Named an alternate captain in her second season as a
member of the Riveters, she tallied 11 points last year as a rookie. The
Maine alum took a leadership position early on in her pro career and will
serve as a top six centre again.
anyway stan the @Riveters ‼ pic.twitter.com/O1pNcw1Pu2
— csenge (@konecnies) January 18, 2021
In a nutshell
While the hype around Boston and Minnesota is real, and there’s plenty
of excitement around expansion Toronto, perhaps more eyes should be
on the Riveters.
They reloaded following a season where they hovered around .500, and
their best players from last year should take another leap in their
sophomore seasons. That means expectations for Hutchison, Leary, and
Cornine are going to be higher.
Couple that with the addition of Babstock and Rebecca Russo coming
back after a year off, and the Riveters could be a sneaky pick to make a
deep run. On offence, they could do some serious damage.

Parker – Laing – Sullivan

In net they move to Sonjia Shelly, who played in Connecticut last year,
since Sam Walther isn’t returning in net. Uncertainty around the crease
could give them a few more questions, but they’re a team that will rely on
offence.

Vanisova – Wenczkowski – Davis

Lineup projection

Rickard – Turner – McManus

Leary – Cornine – Packer

Fratkin – Souliotis

Rushton – Hutchison – Russo

Kelly – Rheault

Babstock – Avery – Shatalova

Mastel – Turnquist

Janiga – Voight – Knutson

Putigna – Dempsey – Brand
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Kilduff – Morse

Lineup projection

Tinker – Dosdall

Lancaster – Vlasic – Klienbach

Prentiss – Kolowrat

Anderson – Weber – Schwenzfier

Fieseler – Lewis

Bishop – Friesen – Wohlfeiler

Shelly

Conway – Russ – Guagliardo

Hofmann

Beattie – Doyle

CONNECTICUT WHALE

Orlando – Marchin

2019-20: 2-20-2, lost 5-1 to Boston in semi-final

Howran – Hill

Additions: Maddie Bishop (draft), Amanda Conway (draft), Tori Howran
(draft), Alyssa Wohlfeiler (free agent)

LaGue

Subtractions: None
Stats leaders with league rank: Shannon Doyle (65 blocks, 1st); Hanna
Beattie (26 takeaways, 4th); Emma Vlasic (.579 faceoff percentage, 3rd)
Doyle has been the stabilizing force of the Whale since Day 1, and being
paired with Beattie has given Connecticut a foundation to build upon.
Connecticut’s 100 goals against weren’t the worst in the league last
season despite winning just two games. Their offence looks to improve
after some stronger games as the year went on, led by Emma Vlasic,
who earned the Whale much-needed possessions at the faceoff dot and
contributed nine goals.
Players to watch
Brooke Wolejko: The Whale have had different goalies getting
opportunities for a while, and this year it seems Wolejko will be their
starter most of the way. She has a solid defence in front of her and
posted a .914 save percentage a season ago.
Janine Weber: The Austrian centre only put up four assists in eight
games last year, but was coming off an entire year away from hockey.
Before last season, she had last played in 2017-18 with Boston and had
seven points in 13 games. Her best season came in 2016-17 when she
tallied 22 points in 17 games for the Riveters, and the Whale will hope
she returns to that form.
Grace Klienbach: Like Weber, Klienbach missed time before returning
last year, when she added eight points in 24 games. The playmaker
could see a breakout season.
Puttin' the final polish on at practice before ()
pic.twitter.com/Hbe1Omc2b6
— Connecticut Whale (@CTWhale_NWHL) January 20, 2021
In a nutshell
If you ask Whale general manager Amy Scheer, they’re ready to fight for
an Isobel Cup. Perennially the league’s underdog, Connecticut showed
progress last season with a play-in upset over Buffalo before falling in the
semi-final.
They’re reloaded this year and returning one of the strongest defensive
pairings in the league in Doyle and Beattie, though losing out on Melissa
Samoskevich’s NWHL debut is a tough hit.
“This team is ready to compete,” said Scheer. “They receive great
coaching from (Colton Orr and Lara Brennan), and this team is pumped
and ready and we think we’ve got a great mix of youth and veterans.”
It should be expected the Whale will have a higher scoring output with
the addition of rookies like Bishop and also former Pride forward Alyssa
Wohlfeiler.
Brooke Wolejko (.914, 3.62) will look to get some more support in front
and likely carry the load in net with Quinnipiac rookie Abbie Ives behind
her.

Wolejko
Ives
MINNESOTA WHITECAPS
2019-20: 17-5-2, advanced to Isobel Cup
Additions: Lynn Astrup (draft), Haley Mack (draft), Maddie Rowe (draft),
Sara Bustad (free agent)
Subtractions: Nicole Schammel (PWHPA)
Stats leaders with league rank: Allie Thunstrom (24 goals, 1st); Jonna
Curtis (36 points, 2nd); Amanda Leveille (.935 save percentage, 2nd)
The Co-MVP last season, Thunstrom was the league’s top goal-getter.
The rest of the Whitecaps offence isn’t too shabby, with UNH alum Curtis
tallying the second-most points at 36. Along with Dempsey and Brand,
they’re one of the most dynamic duos in the league. Leveille returns for
her fifth season, her third in Minnesota, as one of the league’s shutdown
goalies.
Players to watch
Audra Richards: Richards has a long history with the Whitecaps, and not
only playing alongside them; she was coached by Winny Brodt-Brown
growing up, and credits some chemistry from her presence. Last season
Richards put up 20 points, her first with the Whitecaps, after spending
time with the Riveters.
Haylea Schmid: The Whitecaps’ top centre helped set up her scorers
with nine assists last year out of her 13 points. She can be overlooked
with the elite scoring talent at the top of the lineup, but is one of the
players who makes the Whitecaps run.
Nina Rodgers: Rodgers was a standout performer with Boston University
before tallying four points in 15 games in Connecticut as a rookie. She
only played in seven games with the Whitecaps last year, her first in
Minnesota, but it’s fair to expect a bigger role with Schammel gone and
Corinne Buie not playing.
More Bubble Buds? Oh, you betcha!
We're so excited to have the #OneMN community with us in the bubble
: https://t.co/QAlkt4l8y0 pic.twitter.com/goS3Lz0a3X
— Minnesota Whitecaps (@WhitecapsHockey) January 19, 2021
In a nutshell
Much like the Pride, the Whitecaps are entering the bubble feeling like
they lost an opportunity last March. They’ve been hit a bit harder this offseason, first seeing Schammel leave then learning Buie wouldn’t join
them in the bubble.
That doesn’t make them weaker, though. They’ve made some additions
in the draft, including defender Maddie Rowe (who hails from Minnesota),
and Rodgers and Richards (who are also from the state) should be
expected to have even bigger roles.
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“We haven’t played in so long, but with Minnesota, we all grew up playing
the same style of hockey and playing together and that’s one advantage,”
said Richards. “We have chemistry. It’s huge having leadership on this
team that’s been there.”
The Whitecaps’ top line is going to be one to be reckoned with, and the
depth of the forward lines is going to give them an advantage with the
condensed schedule.
“When you’re playing so many days in a row, it’s tough to make those
adjustments without practice,” said Richards. “It’s just practices in
between, so we have to make sure we’re on top of it.”
Lineup projection
Curtis – Schmid – Thunstrom
Rodgers – Pezon – Lorence
Anderson – Barnes – Richards
Mack – White-Lancette – Martinson
Brodt-Brown – Rowe
Brodt-Rosenthal – Boulier
Bustad – Stauber
Alleva
Leveille
Morse
BUFFALO BEAUTS
2019-20: 8-15-1, lost to Connecticut 5-3 in play-in
Additions: Hunter Accursi (free agent), Whitney Dove (draft), Dominique
Kremer (Eurpoe), Alyson Matteau (draft), Kelly O’Sullivan (draft), Autumn
MacDougall (draft)
Subtractions: Taylor Accursi (sitting out), Corrine Buie (free agent)
Stats leaders with league rank: Marie-Jo Pelletier (30 blocks, 3rd); Iveta
Klimasova (43 PIM, 2nd)
Pelletier emerged as one of the best defenders in the league last season
as just a rookie, and the 4-foot-11 defender is one of the Beauts’ team
leaders in Year 2. The New Hampshire alum has become arguably the
most impactful defender in the league. Klimasova was a 17-goal scorer in
Slovakia before coming to the NWHL, and broke out last season with 18
points while being a physical presence.
Players to watch

In a nutshell
The Beauts might have the most question marks of all teams heading
into the bubble season. Following a disappointing play-in loss to the
Whale, they’ve lost Buie and then Accursi, two of their most reliable
scorers.
The mentality heading to Lake Placid is one of next player up.
“Once we did get together, we did enough scouting that I had a really
reasonable expectation of what we added as far as talent is concerned,”
said Beauts coach Pete Perram. “One of the things that shocked me was
the intensity of practice. We’ve been experiencing ups and downs,
players who are in and out for various reasons, but each practice has
been top notch.”
Outside of Pelletier, there were questions on the defensive depth, and
Dove’s addition answers some of those. Lisa Chesson is back as well
after a quick stint with the PWHPA to bolster the blue line.
“You always want to improve your team heading into the season, and we
knew that we had to improve our depth on defence,” said Perram. “We
had some strengths, I mean, MJ arguably the number one D in the
league, but with (general manager Nate Oliver’s) drive and commitment
to secure that kind of talent, we brought on board a core group that is the
best in the league. Our D core is going to be the defining part of our
team.”
Lineup projection
Lewicki – MacPherson – Klimasova
Juron – H. Accursi – Gehen
Stacey – Van Pelt – Meneghin
Ruggiero – MacDougal – Colton
Curmova – Pelletier
Chesson – Delay
Dove – Kremer
Matteau – O’Sullivan
Jackson
Neumann
The Toronto Six & Buffalo Beauts are officially on their way to the
bubble
: @emmagrec & @BuffaloBeauts on IG pic.twitter.com/VgLArlB94q
— NWHL (@NWHL) January 21, 2021

Kristin Lewicki: Without Taylor Accursi in the fold, Lewicki is going to take
the brunt of the scoring load in the top six. The former 30-goal scorer at
Adrian College made stops in Metropolitan and the PWHPA before
returning to the Beauts, where the speedster notched six points in six
games after a mid-season comeback.

TORONTO SIX

Cassidy MacPherson: The Providence alum centred the Beauts’ second
line last season when she put up 12 points. She consistently produced
20-plus points with the Friars, and the Beauts like her long-term as one of
their offensive leaders. Like Lewicki, she’ll be expected to pick up some
slack with Accursi out.

Fluke joins the Six as one of the most experienced players in the league
following time with Connecticut and Boston. She didn’t get as big of a
role as she hoped with the Pride and has an opportunity to be a leader
with the new group in Toronto. Grant-Mentis showed signs of being a
productive player in her short period with Buffalo, and she’ll have a
chance to prove herself with a bigger role.

Whitney Dove: Another Providence alum, Dove is going to contribute to
the Beauts blue line straightaway in her rookie season. Her senior year
with the Friars produced 28 points, and she’ll be expected to be a power
play leader in her first pro season.
Today @mj_pelletier and the @BuffaloBeauts get a chance to plead
their case for why you should cheer for them in the #NDubble
pic.twitter.com/BCXFaBNlCc
— NWHL (@NWHL) January 19, 2021

Expansion team
Stats leaders: Emily Fluke (27 points); Mikyla Grant-Mentis (2 goals)

Players to watch
Shiann Darkangelo: After missing the past few NWHL seasons to play in
the CWHL and PWHPA, Darkangelo’s much anticipated return to the
NWHL comes with its newest team. Darkangelo was a 10-goal scorer as
a rookie with the Whale in the league’s first season before stopping in
Buffalo then playing with Kunlun in the CWHL. She has a snipe of a shot,
and adds some bite to the new lineup.
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Emma Woods: Woods became a prolific scorer in Sweden last season
with 29 points in 35 games, building upon her two double-digit point
seasons in China in the CWHL. She can play centre or on the wing and
will be expected to be one of their top scorers.
Kristen Barbara: A Clarkson Cup champion, Barbara brings a wealth of
pro experience to a young-leaning Six team. She’ll be the power play
captain from the start and work as one of their top defensive players.
Safe to say that the new kids on the @NWHL ice have a pretty strong
celly game
: https://t.co/s0sv6AlQxB pic.twitter.com/FAZvaO3wnn
— Toronto Six (@TheTorontoSix) January 21, 2021
In a nutshell

Given the state of the world right now, unfortunately I won’t be able to tell
stories like the one time Will Arnett told Mitch Marner he was a “big fan”
as he passed by where we were standing outside the Leafs dressing
room before a post-game interview. Or about the heckler in Boston who
had a real issue with the fit of my suit pants. Regardless, let’s have some
fun this year.
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
1. Amidst the hectic six weeks that saw Tim Stützle go from Germany to
the World Juniors bubble in Edmonton then directly to starting his NHL
career in Ottawa, Brady Tkachuk confirmed to us that “Jimmy Stü” forgot
to pack “Jimmy’s suits.”
Thankfully, Stützle’s roommates have him covered until his threads come
from overseas.

For an expansion team, the Six are loaded. That’s nothing new for the
NWHL, who saw Minnesota win in its first season coming off of being an
independent squad.

I spoke to his old teammate from Mannheim and close friend, David Wolf,
recently. He told me Stützle is “a bit freaky with his clothes.” Meaning, he
likes to get creative with his look. Wolf also said of Stützle, “I’ve never
seen someone with as many shoes as he has.”

The Six have pulled from all areas of women’s hockey, not just current
league players. There’s a plethora of CWHL alum like both Emma and
Taylor Woods, Barbara, Julie Allen and Elaine Chuli in net, but even the
young players like Brooke Boquist and Sarah Steele are up and coming
stars.

As more and more players around the league are getting comfortable
showing off their fashion sense and unique styles, expect the 19-year-old
from Germany to join that conversation real soon.

There’s some NWHL experience to rely upon too, with Darkangelo
making her return alongside Fluke and Grant-Mentis, and they’re all
coached by Digit Murphy. Murphy’s presence alone has drawn in players
who otherwise were unlikely to play in the NWHL; they believe in her,
and that’ll go a long way.

"We've gotta get him going on the suits and shoe game."
@BradyTkachuk71 tells @SNkylebukauskas he helped his new
roommate Tim Stützle suit up for his NHL debut last night. #NHLonSN |
#HockeyNight pic.twitter.com/HX4sBwfJ7k
— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) January 16, 2021

Boquist – Darkangelo – E. Woods

2. One of my favourite lines from my conversation with Stützle on
sportsnet.ca: “Brady already played two seasons in the NHL so, like, he
knows everything.”

Grant-Mentis – Curlew – Coutu-Godbout

I’d love to know what the rest of the Tkachuk family thinks of that.

Marcuzzi – Fluke – Allen

3. When Joe Thornton was in grade 10, he was a standout for the St.
Thomas Jr. B Stars while also playing for the Central Elgin Collegiate
Institute boys basketball team.

Lineup projection

Clairmont – MacNeil – Wilson-Bennett
T. Woods – Barbara

According to his high school hoops coach, Shawn Manuel, “he was the
guy, even back then.”

Eastwood – Greco
Quinn – Steele
Chuli
Ridgewell
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Bukauskas Notebook: How Carey Price's new mask
came to be

Kyle Bukauskas

My notebook has been collecting dust for months sitting next to my
Nintendo 64 that saw way more action than I’m sure it bargained for
when I bought it in early 2020.
With hockey officially back, I’m happy to continue this little exercise again
this season. Part of my preparation for a broadcast is finding as many
interesting stories or anecdotes that could add to the show throughout
the game. As much as we try, they don’t all make it to air. That’s where
this space comes in handy.

Because of Thornton’s commitment to the Stars, he would miss the
occasional game and practice at school. Manuel had team rules about
needing to be at practice during the week in order to be eligible to play on
the weekend. Thornton completely understood, but he was such a
popular teammate, the other kids would approach the coach and try to
convince him to let Thornton play anyways.
“He was an incredible athlete. He may not have been the most skilled
player, but he was the glue guy on our team,” Manuel said.
Sounds pretty similar to the role he will play with the Maple Leafs.
Hopefully he’s back healthy soon.
4. A few days before the league announced it was temporarily removing
their “tracking pucks” from games due to quality issues, I found myself
seated in the press box not far (but far enough) from the OG player/puck
tracking system: off-ice officials.
Pre-COVID, that crew would be snuggled into two booths at Canadian
Tire Centre documenting the events of a game. The new setup has the
officials safely spread out over what looked like three booths and the
seats along press row directly below. Add in the fact everyone is wearing
masks, and communication can be a challenge. I heard stuff like this a
few times between spotters:
“Giveaway, 65 white!”
“69?”
“No, 65!”
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We’ve all been forced to adapt our workflow in some way, the off-ice
officials are no different.
5. Carey Price’s new mask received plenty of attention when it was
unveiled last week. The design is so different than anything he has worn
before in his career.
Jordon Bourgeault was the artist/mastermind behind the look. He lives in
Calgary, but did not grow up as much of a hockey fan. He did play some
baseball as a kid, but his passions were music and art. This meant
Bourgeault had to do some serious research if he was going to create the
mask for the winningest goaltender in the history of the storied Montreal
Canadiens franchise.
When Bourgeault would reach out to Price to run ideas by him, the
response he would often get was, “whatever you think.” The goalie
trusted him. The only direction Price gave him was that he was getting
bored of the “classic” look.
Bourgeault certainly delivered in that regard. The half human/half
machine design is fitting for a goaltender who is often known for his
machine-like performances between the pipes.
6. Brian McGrattan was nearly in tears the day Austin Watson reached
out to him to let him know he was going to wear number 16 in honour of
McGrattan and his days playing for the Senators.
The two first met as teammates in Milwaukee of the AHL. Watson was in
his rookie season and McGrattan was sent down there as part of a
conditioning stint. Both have struggled with alcohol issues in the past, but
both have come out on top and turned their lives around.
McGrattan celebrated 12 years of sobriety in December. After he saw
Watson score in his Senators debut last week, he texted him the next
morning: “Lots of goals left in that number. Great start to the year. Proud
of you.”
It doesn’t get much better than that.
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Sportsnet.ca / How the Maple Leafs landed the 'All or Nothing' series on
Amazon Prime

Luke Fox

TORONTO – Steve Mayer’s excitement over the early, top-secret
footage of All or Nothing: Toronto Maple Leafs is palpable through the
phone.
Ever alert, Mayer is careful not to spoil the goods. But the co-executive
producer is confident the personalities of the Leafs’ marquee players —
Joe Thornton, Mitch Marner, Auston Matthews, et al. — will have some
competition from the club’s decision-makers when it comes to muststream TV.
Safe to say, the unprecedented access to head coach Sheldon Keefe
and general manager Kyle Dubas will compel Leafs Nation to subscribe
to Amazon Prime next fall. Prepare to binge.
“I saw a one scene between the two of them that was really good. And
when I say ‘really good,’ I mean making a scene like they're actors. Just
super compelling. Our fans are going to get a real inside look at the
organization. And it’s first class from everything I've seen so far,” says
Mayer, the NHL’s chief content officer and senior executive vice
president.

“Our goal is to do such an amazing show that gets such an amazing
response that the Leafs are the first of many of our teams that end up
doing this series. We're pretty psyched.
“We want people talking about us.”
Leafs-Prime
Mayer, an Emmy winner nine times over, was hired by NHL
commissioner Gary Bettman to think big, to make a splash, to broaden
the NHL’s appeal, to turn sports junkies into hockey fans.
In addition to overseeing the league’s tentpole outdoor events and
creating slick in-house TV productions like Road to the Winter Classic
and Quest for the Stanley Cup, Mayer has long been seeking for hockey
to get some play in the juggernaut that is the digital streaming space.
He’s been knocking on the doors of the Prime Videos for years and
knows firsthand that only one of every 30 or 40 pitches actually becomes
a production.
“You better have a thick skin. There are very few yeses. The majority are
nos,” says Mayer, who was thrilled when Amazon came back to him with
a green light for 2021. “We can't put a dollar value on how important
these shows are to the league.
“We always feel like our players and our coaches are so likable, and
these are the kinds of shows that really expose that. I don’t think it's
about money here as much as it is about growing the game through
another cool vehicle.”
But why were the Maple Leafs, specifically, selected to continue the
docuseries’ momentum gained through featuring institutions like the
Dallas Cowboys, Michigan Wolverines, New Zealand All Blacks and
Manchester City?
James Farrell, Amazon Studios’ vice-president of local originals, is
searching to grow the outlet’s business in Canada. All seven North
Division clubs were considered, but there’s just something about the
Maple Leafs’ brand, particularly this season, that makes for compelling
drama.
The torture of a 54-year Stanley Cup drought, the vaulted expectations
internally and externally to get over the hump, the relationship between
the team and the city — it all adds up to what Farrell describes as “a
perfect place” to start the partnership.
“Hockey is obviously a religion in Canada, and Toronto is one of the
country’s great and historic hockey towns,” Farrell says. “Personally, and
as a former Torontonian, I have seen the Leafs’ diehard fans up close,
and I share their excitement for a series offering unparalleled access
during this high-stakes season.
“The team has a lot to prove, and our goal is to peel back the layers and
dive into what goes on behind the closed doors, and craft an intimate,
access-driven series that’s never been seen before for the NHL.
Hopefully this will be the first of more NHL teams to come for future
seasons of our All or Nothing franchise.”
Even with Amazon and the NHL keen to fling open the closed doors of
the Maple Leafs, the club itself had to agree to this unprecedented
access. When the league films its Winter Classic or playoff docs, camera
crews hang around for a couple months tops.
Remaining Time -2:15
Oilers slow down Maple Leafs just enough to get win
For this project, Amazon will be rolling from January until the wheels fall
off — or the Cup is hoisted.
Meetings needed to be held with club president Brendan Shanahan,
Dubas, Keefe, all the way through to and including the players.
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The last thing anyone wanted was for the players to feel obliged to play
up to an audience or to feel like their camaraderie could be invaded by
an outside force.
“There’s a little convincing that has to be done, and a lot of comfort that
needs to be realized on both ends,” Mayer explains. “And they were
sold.”
Keefe says the average fan might not realize that cameras are often
around the team anyway, filming for club or league marketing clips that
get posted to YouTube or social media.
But this is extra.
Amazon’s crew installed a wide number of small fixed-rig robotic
cameras in key facilities, offices and dressing rooms that allows its
producers to capture fly-on-the-wall footage without disrupting the Leafs’
inner sanctums. That footage will be blended with the hand-held video
captured by the three camerapeople tucked inside Toronto’s bubble.
“For the most part, it's been really as though they’ve just blended it in,”
Keefe says. “We obviously want it to be a very special (season) ... and to
have it documented and a chance for our fans and people around the
world to get an opportunity to see our organization behind the scenes
and get exposure to the sport is a great thing.”
Adds captain John Tavares: “We just try to be who we are. That's not
changed, whether a camera is there or not. So far, it's been very
innovative. They're really not really in our face.”
And, yes, the Amazon/NHL employees embedded in Leafland are “one
trillion per cent” following COVID-19 protocol, Mayer assures.
“It’s not easy to do a show in this environment,” Mayer says. “Part of the
beauty of this is getting it done under these conditions.”
Toronto’s head physician, Dr. Noah Forman, works directly with the three
camerapeople on the ground. They undergo daily testing.
Remaining Time -0:33
Matthews says Maple Leafs played it too safe, should have played to
strengths
“The fellas are in here right now. They've been awesome. I mean, it's like
they're not even here, honestly. I don't think anybody's really found them
as a distraction,” Matthews smiles over a Zoom call.
“As a kid growing up, I loved watching all those behind-the-scenes
(shows) like HBO 24/7. It's always exciting for fans to see the behind-thescenes stuff. The guys been great, and I think it'll turn out to be pretty
cool.”
We wonder: Where is the line between a juicy peek behind the curtain
and footage that might not be fit for public consumption?
In past NHL docs, Mayer says the stuff that ends up on the cutting-room
floor falls into two categories. Most often it’s scenes that expose
confidential team strategy and could surrender competitive advantage:
Hey, please don't show that play scribbled on the whiteboard.
“And occasionally a scene where a coach has really gone after a player.
And that's pretty uncomfortable. And both have kinda said, ‘Can we not
show that?’ ” Mayer says. “But that's so far and few between. It's really
unbelievable how much is allowed to stay in.”
Amazon’s narrative of the Leafs won’t be written in real time but after the
fact, and the series has yet to lock in its narrator.
Episode 1 should air roughly a month in advance of 2021-22’s yet-to-beannounced opening night.
And whether the Maple Leafs thrive or flounder in the all-Canadian
division, be it fairy tale or tragedy, the story’s climax is bound to be
dramatic.

“Wow. What a year to do the show,” Mayer says. “There’s a lot of ways
this thing can go.”
He is speaking of Toronto’s season, but the same could be said for the
NHL’s bold new partnership with a streaming giant.
“They know that what we're going to end up doing will be really highend,” Mayer says.
“And it is our hope, it is our prayer, it is our goal to have it win awards
and be recognized, not only in the hockey world but in the sports world.
And, frankly, in the entertainment world.”
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Sportsnet.ca / Rangers' Panarin shows support for Russian opposition
leader Navalny

Thomas Ketko

In an Instagram post shared Thursday morning, New York Rangers
superstar Artemi Panarin expressed his support for Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny.
Navalny, a longtime critic of Russian president Vladimir Putin who rose to
prominence in Russia's political landscape with his relentless pursuit of
fair elections, was arrested at a Moscow airport on Sunday after
spending five months in Germany recovering from a near-fatal poisoning
at the hands of a Russian agent.
His political views do not end with a belief in election reform, however.
Controversially, Navalny has also been a participant in the annual
Russian March, a parade uniting Russian nationalist groups. On several
documented occasions, he has described groups using derogatory terms
and racist epithets as well.
The photo Panarin shared depicts Navalny and his family with the
caption #свободунавальному, which translates to "Freedom for
Navalny," a hashtag which became widely used on social media after his
arrest. At least one other prominent NHL player, Dallas Stars forward
Alex Radulov, liked the photo.
Russian officials had threatened Navalny that, if he returned to Russia
from Germany -- where he was receiving treatment after falling into a
coma in August, caused by a military-grade nerve agent developed in the
Soviet Union and Russia -- he would be arrested.
Upon his landing at the airport, he was.
Navalny was arrested on accusations that he repeatedly violated parole
conditions for a 2014 suspended prison sentence, a type of sentence in
which the offender does not have to serve time in prison. Europe's top
human rights court has said that, during that case, Navalny was unfairly
convicted of financial crimes.
The day after his arrest, in a rushed hearing that took place at a police
station instead of a courtroom, a judge ordered for Navalny to be jailed
until Feb. 15 while awaiting another hearing on the parole-breach
charges. Russia's prison service has petitioned the court to convert the
suspended sentence into real jail time. If approved, Navalny could remain
in prison until July 2024 — after Russia’s next presidential election.
“Do not be afraid,” Navalny said, according to a New York Times
translation of a video posted to YouTube, which was recorded in the
makeshift police station courtroom. “Take to the streets. Don’t do it for
me, do it for yourselves and for your future.”
CHOOSE PLAN
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Leonid Volkov, one of Navalny's top aides, tweeted that preparations
were being made for large rallies to take place across the country on Jan.
23, without waiting for a new trial. Several leaders around the world, as
well as the United Nations, have condemned the arrest and called for
Navalny's immediate release.
Panarin's support for Navalny marks the latest instance of his consistent,
outspoken opposition to Putin, an uncommon -- if not unprecedented -decision.
Historically, Russian athletes have either avoided discussing politics or
openly embraced Putin, as Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin did
in 2017.
Panarin, though, has not wavered in his stance. In 2019 he made
headlines for the degree to which he was willing to criticize the Russian
president.
“I think he no longer understands what’s right and what’s wrong.
Psychologically, it’s not easy for him soberly judge the situation," Panarin
said at the time. "I am not saying this because I see any kind of profit for
myself in this. I want the people to live better, for teachers and doctors to
have better salaries.
"I don’t want some ballerinas (Panarin is referring to the ultra-patriotic
former dancer Anastasia Volochkova) to say, ‘If you don’t like it here, you
can leave!’ This is raving madness! Everyone has left already, all the
brains are gone. This shouldn’t be happening.”
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pull off many of the circus stops the retired Flames superstar made
nightly.
He’s just a steady, calming influence for a team that couldn’t have asked
for a better start from the 30-year-old, who has five years left on his $36
million deal.
The Flames have a new top line
This is in no way a commentary on the former top guns, led by Johnny
Gaudreau and Sean Monahan. They are both off to a great start with four
points apiece.
However, they’re still in search of the man who can replace Lindholm on
their right side to make them the team's most formidable threat 5-on-5.
Josh Leivo started alongside them but after missing a full year to recover
from knee surgery, it may take some time for him to find his niche in
Calgary.
Dominik Simon now has the gig and was instrumental in causing traffic
on a key Gaudreau goal to kickstart Monday’s comeback win.
Remaining Time -0:46
Gaudreau finishes off give-and-go with Monahan to get Flames on board
We'll see if he's capable of complementing them as he did in Pittsburgh
alongside Penguins superstar Sidney Crosby at times.
Meanwhile, Dillon Dube’s brimming confidence made him a great fit with
Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk before he left Monday’s game early in
the second period with a lower-body injury. The team said it doesn’t
expect his injury to keep him out long, and used Andrew Mangiapane on
the top line in Thursday’s practice.

Sportsnet.ca / What we've learned about the Flames so far this season

Separating Lindholm from the big duo and putting him in the middle has
had its desired effect, forcing teams to debate which trio deserves the
most defensive attention.

Eric Francis

The Flames' power play is potent

Three games in and things are looking good for the Calgary Flames.
Despite having seven new faces in the lineup, the team came together
quickly with a core group that has shown some character in overcoming
a few horrific periods to claim five of six points.
Not bad for a notoriously slow-starting team.
Sure, it’s a small sample size, but with the team in the midst of a (quirky)
five-day break, it’s a good time to reflect on what we’ve learned so far:
Jacob Markstrom looks good in red
The Flames’ Six Million Dollar Man has made an immediate impact,
playing a prominent role in all three games thus far.
He opened against the Winnipeg Jets with several huge saves late in a
tie game to save the loser point.
He then crushed the souls of Vancouver Canucks fans by shutting out his
former team, before coming up with a heroic first period two nights later
that set the stage for a rousing comeback.

The Flames have scored at least one power-play goal in each game,
including all three in their win over Vancouver on Saturday.
Two more came in Monday's 5-2 win, giving the team six goals in 16 man
advantages, good for a fourth-place tie in the league at 37.5 per cent.
Coach Geoff Ward figures the early success has plenty to do with the
familiarity both units have with one another.
Rasmus Andersson has fit right in as Erik Gustaffson’s replacement on
the first unit with Gaudreau, Monahan, Tkachuk and Lindholm.
Mark Giordano mans the top on the second unit with Mikael Backlund,
Milan Lucic, Mangiapane and Dube.
The quarterbacks for each group also possess big shots and have done
well to move the puck around quickly while Tkachuk and Lucic provide
solid net-front presences.
Remaining Time -1:32
Flames Roundup: Jacob Markstrom sticks it to his former team
Chris Tanev steps in for TJ Brodie

The man plucked out of Vancouver to give Calgary stability and star
status in net is 2-0-1 with a 1.99 GAA and .935 save percentage.

A career-high eight blocks in the team’s 3-0 win over his former team
marked Chris Tanev’s first appearance at the Saddledome as a Flame.

So far, so good, leading long-time friend, countryman and teammate
Elias Lindholm to joke, “for now, he deserves the contract.”

Signed to a four-year, $18-million contract hours after the Flames lost
Brodie to the Leafs, locals weren’t sure whether it was an upgrade or not.

Remaining Time -2:26

It’s still way too early to tell, especially since they play different styles, but
Tanev’s defensive prowess appears to mesh well with Noah Hanifin on a
second pairing that has also shown flashes of offensive upside, with key
pinches and the odd rush.

Markstrom was difference-maker for Flames in win over Canucks
Although blessed with a serenity akin to the unflappable Miikka Kiprusoff,
the six-foot-six Swede plays such a quietly efficient game he isn’t likely to
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The arrival of the 31-year-old Canuck has allowed Andersson to move up
to the top pairing, where he was fit in well with Giordano.
Tanev has already demonstrated to be especially proficient as a penalty
killer alongside Giordano, as the two have anchored a short-handed unit
that ranks fourth in the league at 91.7 per cent.
The big boys are all rolling
All the Flames' best players on paper have been the team’s best players
on the ice.
Keep that up and the division crown is a very real possibility for this
group.
Again, it’s early, but so far there the team has avoided the type of slow
start it is known for.
Gaudreau, Monahan and Lindholm all have four points, while Tkachuk
and Andersson have three apiece. Dube, Backlund and Giordano all
have a goal and a helper.
Yes, the team’s depth gives it an advantage over most — all top-nine
forwards have hit the scoresheet at least once — but it’s the top guns
who need to continue shining to be successful.
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TSN.CA / Five Takeaways: Canucks vs Montreal
There is no excusing the Vancouver Canucks for their effort on Thursday
night.

By Jeff Paterson

TAKEAWAYS
There is no excusing the Vancouver Canucks for their effort on
Thursday night. Sure, they were without a pair of veteran defensemen.
Injuries happen. And even with a couple of young blueliners stepping in
to fill those spots, the Canucks still iced the 12 best National Hockey
League forwards in the organization and four of the defensemen they
deemed worthy of spots in the opening night line-up. And with that group
wearing Canuck colours, the team got outshot 42-17 and outscored 7-3
as they were chased out of their own building by the Montreal
Canadiens. As was the case just three nights earlier in Calgary, the
Canucks followed up a decent first period with an embarrassing second.
The team failed to muster a single even-strength shot in the middle frame
and didn’t have a shot on goal over the final 10 minutes. When the final
buzzer sounded in the second, the shots were 18-3 for the period and the
Habs had scored the only four goals to bust a close game wide open. A
team like the Canucks has to learn from its mistakes, but there has been
a similar look and feel to too many of their games in the early going this
season. They can’t defend. Their discipline is a massive issue. And their
star forward has yet to leave his mark in any kind of meaningful way.
After a few fleeting glimpses of his star power in Wednesday’s series
opener which briefly gave the fan base hope that he was close to
breaking out, Elias Pettersson slipped back into the shadows on
Thursday. In 14:25 of ice-time – his lowest ice time since the team’s
October 2019 home opener -- he managed just one shot attempt and
failed to register a shot on goal. He has now gone five games without a
point and is still stuck on that one assist he picked up in the season
opener last week in Edmonton. Beyond not contributing offensively, on
Thursday Pettersson uncharacteristically hurt the hockey club with a
horrendous turnover on a second period power play with the game tied 22. Just inside the Montreal line, Pettersson spun off the right wing boards
and tried to go rink wide with a pass. The problem was there were two

Montreal forwards between Pettersson and his intended target Brock
Boeser. Instead of recognizing the pending danger, Pettersson tried to
force the pass through traffic. It was a brutal decision as the pass was
easily picked off by Joel Armia who sprung Tyler Toffoli on a breakaway.
The former Canucks scored his second of the game – and fifth in two
nights – shorthanded to put the Habs in front for good. Who knows when
Pettersson will find his game, but it seems like the Canucks will have
trouble finding traction until their best player starts leading the way.
A bad situation got worse for the Canucks early in Thursday’s game.
Icing a blueline with rookies Jalen Chatfield, Olli Juolevi and Brogan
Rafferty in the line-up together and testing the organizational depth
severely just a week into the season, the Canucks were forced to play
with five defensemen for a second straight game when Chatfield left with
an upper body injury after just five shifts and 4:33 of ice time. Just 24
hours after an impressive NHL debut, Chatfield was unable to continue
which added to the strain on a defense already missing veterans Alex
Edler and Travis Hamonic. Rafferty struggled in his first NHL game since
April of 2019. He looked tentative in the early going, mishandled the puck
on the game’s opening goal and never really found his rhythm. Thrust
into the biggest role of his young career, Juolevi struggled at evenstrength (the shot attempts favoured Montreal 18-4), but he logged 8:46
of short-handed ice time and didn’t look out of place on the penalty kill.
Who knows who will be available to the Canucks for the third and final
game of this set on Saturday? No matter how you come at it, it looks like
it’ll be another patchwork defense corps. And that could very well spell
more problems for a Canucks team that can’t keep the puck out of its net.
In six games this season, the Canucks have now taken a league-high
28 minor penalties, a match penalty, a misconduct and a game
misconduct. They lead the NHL with 32 penalties taken and 80 penalty
minutes so far. One night after exhibiting discipline and having to kill just
one penalty in their 6-5 shootout victory, the Canucks were back to their
old ways putting the Habs on a whopping nine power plays on Thursday.
While the penalty kill was perhaps the lone bright spot on a night of
darkness, the Canucks can’t seem to help themselves when it comes to
their inability to avoid the box. Tyler Myers was the biggest culprit with his
hat trick of interference minors merely a prelude for his match penalty
and possible suspension. With the game out of reach and time winding
down, Myers needlessly and recklessly took out Habs forward Joel Armia
(who was having a four-point night) with a heavy hit that appeared to
have the head as the main point of contact. After a video review of the
play in question, on-ice officials slapped Myers with a match penalty at
17:32 of the third period. Myers isn’t known as a predatory player, but the
incident seemed completely avoidable. It’s the type of hit the league
claims it wants out of the game and there was just no need for Myers to
engage the way he did in the moment. The Canucks lack of discipline
has already cost them dearly this season. It seems like it would be an
easy step in the right direction to clean up their act. But so far this
season, the Canucks seem content shooting themselves in the foot on an
almost nightly basis.
Thursday’s outcome was bitter sweet for Canucks captain Bo Horvat.
He admitted as much in his post-game media availability. Horvat scored
twice for the second straight game and with his second goal of the night
became the first player in the NHL to reach five goals on the season. At
night’s end, Horvat held a share of the league scoring lead with 5+2=7.
He’s tied there with the likes of Nathan McKinnon and Mark Stone among
others. Individually, Horvat couldn’t have asked for a better start to the
season. He was a goal-scoring machine in the bubble last summer and
has picked up where he left off out of the gates this season. But he’d
trade the goals and individual accomplishments for team success in a
heartbeat. Horvat had another solid night leading the team with four of its
17 shots and winning 14 of 20 face-offs. He certainly has the look of a
guy that is trying hard to lead by example. But Bo knows that if it’s not
helping the hockey club win games, then it doesn’t really matter. And on
Thursday the only thing Horvat was focussed on was a scoreboard and a
shot clock that reflected an ugly reality – the Canucks had just been
dominated in every facet of the game by the Habs.
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TSN.CA / Leafs plan to grind their way to more offence in Oilers rematch
The Maple Leafs have been outscored 9-7 in five-on-five play so far this
season, Mark Masters writes, so coach Sheldon Keefe is urging his
players to challenge opposing defencemen, move their feet and create
space for their teammates - starting in Friday’s rematch against the
Oilers.

By Mark Masters

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Thursday ahead of Friday’s
rematch against the Edmonton Oilers.
The Leafs did a good job limiting Connor McDavid and Hart Trophy
winner Leon Draisaitl at even strength on Wednesday night, but it wasn't
enough to beat the Oilers.
"It's tough," said defenceman Jake Muzzin. "They got good players. You
got to focus in on them and take away their game but, on the flip side, we
got to focus on us too and make plays and maybe last night we focused
a little too much on defending. I don't think so. We got to continue doing
what we're doing, but get a little harder, get more pucks to the net, bodies
to the net."
Following the game on Wednesday, Auston Matthews suggested Toronto
played it too safe.
"We got to play to win, not to contain two guys," the centre said.
The Leafs had the edge in shots (6-4), shot attempts (9-6) and goals (10) in the 12 minutes that Matthews and McDavid shared the ice at even
strength, but ultimately fell 3-1. The Oilers benefited from a flukey bounce
on their first goal before striking on the power play and adding an empty
netter.
"Last night was a great example of how we were able to not get
frustrated and not crack defensively," coach Sheldon Keefe said. "I
thought we stayed with it throughout and that gave us a chance to win
the game even though we're down 1-0 for the vast majority of the game.
We stayed with it and that shows the discipline that we have that way."
The Leafs have made improving defensively a top priority this season
with an emphasis on limiting rush chances against.
"We need to find the balance," said winger Zach Hyman after Thursday's
practice. "Just because we're defending well doesn't mean we can't be
attacking and playing well in the O-zone and taking the puck to the net ...
We need to attack the net a lot more than we have been. We can do a
better job of getting to the inside."
The Leafs have been outscored 9-7 in five-on-five play so far this season
and Keefe has urged his players to push the pace on offence.
"We have to really work and grind our way to getting some chances,"
Keefe said. "When I say grind, it is not all about chipping and chasing
and all of that. It is about challenging defencemen, moving your feet,
competing for space, pushing them back and creating space for your
teammates. It's being connected and supporting the puck."
Leafs aim to balance offence with improved defence
The Leafs discuss the importance of finding balance in their game by
continuing to attack on offence, but making sure to maintain sound
defence each and every night.
---

Generating offence will be even harder if Matthews misses Friday's
game. The 23-year-old left the ice before practice started after consulting
with head athletic therapist Paul Ayotte.
"No real update other than he wasn't feeling great today coming off of the
game yesterday," said Keefe. "He is just going to take the rest of the day
here and see how he is for tomorrow."
Matthews logged 24 minutes and 14 seconds of ice time against the
Oilers.
Keefe on Matthews leaving practice early: 'He just wasn't feeling great'
After Auston Matthews left Thursday's practice early, Maple Leafs head
coach Sheldon Keefe says the star forward "just wasn't feeling great"
coming off Wednesday night's game against the Oilers.
--Joe Thornton left Wednesday's game after taking a hit from Josh
Archibald in the third period.
"He's definitely going to miss some time," Keefe said. "It is not a day-today thing."
Joe Thornton will get an MRI done this afternoon. Him and the team
will have a better idea after that.
— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) January 21, 2021
Just before the injury occurred, Keefe replaced Thornton with Hyman on
the line with Matthews and Mitch Marner.
"I like Hyman playing in that spot," said Keefe. "Obviously, we used that a
lot yesterday and will continue to use it at times."
But at Thursday's practice it was Jimmy Vesey who took top-line reps as
Hyman skated with John Tavares and William Nylander.
"With Matthews and Marner and the way they're playing, they're able to
drive a line together and make it hard on the other team and it allows us
to use our depth throughout the lineup," Keefe explained. "I think Hyman
can bring an extra boost to JT and Will."
After producing at least four shots in each of the first four games,
Tavares had just one against the Oilers. Nylander had two.
"They're two guys I'm really familiar with and I'm excited to get at it with
them," said Hyman. "I don't know how much I played with them together,
but I've played with them on different lines and there's been some great
chemistry with each of them so I'm excited to continue that."
Wayne Simmonds moved up to the third line skating alongside Ilya
Mikheyev and Alex Kerfoot.
"It's going to be great," said Kerfoot. "He's really good with the puck down
low so I think we just got to get it deep and work them down low. He's
really good around the net, really good behind the net protecting pucks.
He's a big body and we can use that to get open around him and use our
speed to open things up a bit."
How the Leafs are juggling lines without Jumbo
With Joe Thornton out, Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe shares
his thought process behind his decisions to juggle the lines ahead of
Friday night's game against the Oilers.

In a lineup littered with new faces and changing combinations, Muzzin
and Justin Holl have been the one constant. They played together most
of last season and put forward a sturdy effort against the Oilers on
Wednesday night.
"He's a little more confident this year," Muzzin noted of his partner.
"We're talking it out, coming up with plans against different guys on
different teams."
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Despite being 28, the late-blooming Holl only has one full NHL season
under his belt.

Barabanov - Engvall - Spezza
Anderson

"We can be a little better with the puck," noted Muzzin. "If we're a little
cleaner, a little quicker then we can defend less. It's an area we've been
focused in on and trying to get better at."

Defencemen

The Holl vs. McDavid matchup strikes again #LeafsForever
pic.twitter.com/1fvrCNb7HE

Muzzin - Holl

— Maple Leafs Hotstove (@LeafsNews) January 21, 2021
--The entertainment value on Wednesday night left a lot to be desired, but
Frederik Andersen didn't mind the view from Toronto's net.
"I saw two teams that definitely locked it down pretty good defensively,"
the goalie said. "I thought both teams did a really good job of that. It's
unfortunate that it didn't go our way, but just a few tough bounces."
Andersen is starting to get in more of a rhythm after allowing nine goals
in his first two starts. He has stopped 46 of 49 shots (.939) in his last two
outings.

Rielly - Brodie

Sandin - Bogosian
Dermott - Lehtonen
Goaltenders
Andersen
Campbell
Hutchinson
TSN.CA LOADED: 01.22.2021

1199980

Websites

"The last couple games, I settled my game down a little bit," Andersen
said. "Just focused a lot on tracking and moving efficiently. That's been
good. They've been playing great in front of me as well making things
simple and that's going to help us eventually down the road. I know the
offence will come so that's not any concern."

TSN.CA / Seven NHL coaching staffs still working for reduced pay amid
COVID-19 crunch

---

By Frank Seravalli

Following the loss on Wednesday night, Keefe fumed about the three
penalties his team had taken.
"We had a hold, a high stick, a trip," the coach said. "These are careless
penalties that the other team is not taking."
The Leafs lead the league in penalties taken (24) entering Thursday's
games. They have drawn 19 calls and that minus-five differential is tied
for 26th in the NHL.
"We had a couple of power plays. We had a chance to score on those
and didn't," Keefe noted. "We took some careless ones there that stalled
our game even more. A power play like that is going to break through
eventually. We gave them too many opportunities."
The Oilers had the most potent power play in the NHL last season, but
started slow this season. After going 0/10 in two losses to the Canadiens,
they snapped out of the drought on Wednesday as Draisaitl scored the
game-winning goal on the man advantage.
"We got to continue getting up-ice pressure," said Muzzin. "I thought we
did a good job last night. A couple reads down low that maybe we can
get better at, but other than that pretty good ... The best way to defend it
is to stay out of the box."

Correction: The Montreal Canadiens were incorrectly listed in this story
among the teams whose coaching staffs are currently working on
reduced pay. The Canadiens say they reinstated their coaches to full pay
on Jan. 3, the day training camp opened. They were operating at a 20
per cent reduction from Oct. 1 through Jan. 2.
——
Hockey is back, but some National Hockey League coaches’ salaries
have not returned to pre-pandemic levels with the start of the season.
According to data compiled by TSN, seven NHL coaching staffs are
working on reduced salary this season – including the Edmonton Oilers,
whose top-paid coaches have agreed to defer a quarter of their salary –
pushing the total to 18 teams that have reduced pay at some point during
the pandemic.
The Toronto Maple Leafs were the only Canadian club to not reduce staff
pay.

Masters: Keefe didn't like Leafs' careless penalties, felt lack of fans for
first time

Six of the seven Canadian teams temporarily reduced pay; Calgary,
Montreal, Ottawa, Vancouver and Winnipeg have all since restored
coaches to full pay. The Oilers’ three highest-paid coaches agreed to a
25 per cent salary deferral, to eventually be repaid when fans return to
the arena and revenues normalize.

Mark Masters joins SportsCentre to take a closer look at Wednesday's
head-to-head matchup between Auston Matthews and Connor McDavid,
and discuss what the Leafs have to do against the Oilers on Friday as
they look to avenge the loss.

The Senators initially attempted to cut coaching salaries in half at the
onset of the pandemic, but the NHL intervened to help reinstate pay
when the league began to ramp up play again in July with training
camps, as previously reported by TSN in September.

---

The unusual precedent set when the league stepped in has left some
coaches unhappy with the uneven playing field that now exists across the
league.

Lines at Leafs practice on Thursday:
Forwards
Vesey - Brooks - Marner
Nylander - Tavares - Hyman
Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Simmonds

Players have consistency with their pay structure, taking a collectively
negotiated 28 per cent reduction this season. But the same is not
applicable to coaches, whose employment contracts are individually
negotiated with their employer.
There have been no publicly reported pay reductions for coaching staffs
in the NFL, MLB or NBA.
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When asked, the NHL said on Thursday that no issue has been brought
to their attention by coaches.

the third frame on Wednesday, and hurried off while cradling his left
wrist.

League employees are also operating on reduced pay. Sources said
league employees were notified at a town hall meeting in early January
to continue to expect a 25 per cent reduction for the duration of the 202021 season for employees earning more than $75,000.

Keefe reiterated on Thursday that Thornton’s issue is not a “day-to-day
thing,” and he’s “definitely going to miss some time,” but that they’ll get
more information from planned tests later in the week.

Without fans in 29 of the NHL’s 31 arenas to start, the NHL is projecting
roughly $2 billion in revenue for the 2020-21 season, after projecting to
clear north of $5 billion last season before the pandemic hit in March.
Here is the list of NHL franchises whose hockey operations staff –
including coaches – are currently operating at reduced pay, according to
team and league sources:
Anaheim Ducks: A 20 per cent reduction for salaries of $75,000 to
$250,000, increasing to 25 per cent reduction for salaries north of
$250,000.
Columbus Blue Jackets: A 20 per cent reduction for all staff, effective
Oct. 15, 2020.
Detroit Red Wings: A 20 per cent reduction for all staff over $75,000,
effective Jan. 9 until July 1, 2021.
Edmonton Oilers: Top three coaches deferred 25 per cent, to be repaid in
the future when fans return to arena. Remainder of coaching staff is back
to full pay. For other team employees, 25 per cent reduction for salaries
of $150,000 or more; 15 per cent reduction for salaries of $100,000 to
$150,000; 10 per cent reduction for salaries under $100,000.
Los Angeles Kings: A 20 per cent deferral for all staff that will be repaid
when fans return to Staples Center, effective Oct. 1, 2020; previous 20
per cent reduction prior to Sept. 30 will not be repaid.
Minnesota Wild: A 20 per cent reduction for all staff over $150,000,
effective Sept. 1, 2020.
Nashville Predators: Operating at 2019-20 salary rate; Coaches forewent
scheduled salary increases for the 2020-21 season until fans return to
Bridgestone Arena rather than take a pay cut.
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TSN.CA / Matthews makes early exit from Leafs practice

By Kristen Shilton

TORONTO — Auston Matthews made a brief appearance at Maple Leafs
practice on Thursday but unexpectedly exited the session before it
began, leaving his availability for Friday’s game against Edmonton up in
the air.
“He just wasn’t feeling that great today coming off [Wednesday’s 3-1 loss
to the Oilers],” head coach Sheldon Keefe told reporters on a Zoom call
following Thursday’s practice. “So he’s going to take the rest of the day
here today and we’ll see how he is tomorrow and [provide] an update in
the morning.”
Matthews was the Leafs’ best player in Wednesday’s defeat, recording
the team’s only goal and pacing all skaters with six shots in 24:14 of ice
time. Other than speaking with trainer Paul Ayotte on the bench prior to
Thursday's practice, Matthews showed no outward signs of injury before
his departure.
The news of Matthews' potential absence comes on the heels of Toronto
already having lost veteran forward Joe Thornton for an undetermined
period. Thornton was crunched into the boards by Josh Archibald early in

The Leafs are also without forward Nick Robertson for the next month or
so, as he rehabs a leg injury suffered on Jan. 16.
To account for the missing bodies, Keefe shuffled the Leafs lines at
practice in a tune-up for Friday’s rematch with Edmonton. Jimmy Vesey
was elevated into Thornton’s spot on Toronto’s top line with Mitch Marner
and Adam Brooks (who filled in for Matthews), Zach Hyman slid onto the
wing with John Tavares and William Nylander, and Wayne Simmonds
slotted onto the third line with Alex Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev. Winger
Pierre Engvall looks to be stepping into the lineup for the first time this
season with Jason Spezza and Alex Barabanov on the fourth line.
“We’ll see how it all comes together. There’s a lot of things happening,”
said Keefe. “The health and well-being of our players is one thing, [then]
salary cap and all those things affect the decision. So, we’ll see how it
settles for tomorrow. But the expectation is that [Matthews and Marner]
will drive their line, and we need a support player with them [in Vesey]. It
allows us to use our depth throughout the lineup. Hyman can bring an
extra boost to JT and Will.”
Toronto made a point of trying to bolster its depth in the off-season with a
number of acquisitions, including Simmonds and Vesey. Now, barely a
week into this pandemic-shortened regular season, the Leafs can assess
just how successful they were in adding versatile pieces to the lineup.
“This year more than any year I think that your depth is going to be tested
and, fortunately for us, we have a ton of guys who can move up and
down the lineup and be filling holes,” said Hyman. “So I think that it's a
big opportunity for guys to seize the moment and play like they're
capable of playing. In a season like this, you need everybody.”
Some losses will be more difficult than others to weather, though.
Thornton has been a big part of the Leafs offence early on, averaging
15:26 of ice time per game between his spot with Matthews and Marner
and appearing on the team’s No. 1 power-play unit.
The trickle-down effect is that other veterans, like Simmonds, will be
thrust into larger roles, but there are some intangibles that only Thornton
can truly provide.
“He's amazing. His personality is infectious,” said Kerfoot. “He comes to
the rink every day with a smile on his face and when you're around him,
you want to be there, you want to work hard. Just one of those guys that
brings guys to him. [That said], it's going to be great [playing with
Simmonds].He's a big body and we can use that to get open around him,
use our speed to open things up a little bit. He's easy to read off makes
good little plays with the puck. It's going to be fun tomorrow.”
However the final lineup plays out for Friday’s game, the Leafs
acknowledged they’ll have to find more middle ground between good
offence and sound defence if they expect to get a win.
After Wednesday’s disappointing end, Matthews accused his team of
playing “too safe” and focusing more on containing Connor McDavid and
Leon Draisaitl than executing a game plan. Holding those Oilers
superstars to a goal and assist between them was a fine enough
accomplishment, except it didn’t deliver the final result the Leafs needed.
Fortunately, they don’t have to wait long to try to correct their mistakes.
“I think we need to find the balance,” Hyman said. “I think just because
we're defending well doesn't mean that we can be attacking and playing
well in the o-zone and taking pucks to the net and doing things we are
capable of doing. We can have them both, you don't have to have one
without the other and really have to find that balance.”
TSN.CA LOADED: 01.22.2021

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 22, 2021
1199982

Websites

TSN.CA / Sens show early signs of improvement, but plenty of work
remains
The first three games of the season have gone according to plan for
Ottawa, but a curious push to dress more veteran skaters further down
the lineup isn’t working, Travis Yost writes.

By Travis Yost

If you are an Ottawa Senators fan, you are probably quite happy with the
team’s 1-1-1 start.
In what figured to be a transitional season where Ottawa’s young core
took a step forward, the first three games have gone according to plan.
The scoring leaderboard on the active roster is headlined by the players
you would expect – save for defenceman Nikita Zaitsev (four assists).
Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson and Josh Norris have had some (very)
early success, along with veterans like Derek Stepan and Chris Tierney.
At aggregate, the Sens have the feel of an improved team. If we use the
past few seasons as a quick baseline for this team’s success, you can
see the sort of jump I’m talking about -– particularly at even strength:
Three games are still just three games of data, but it’s not zero games.
Even over last year’s 71-game season, Ottawa reaching 55 per cent of
expected goals and 52 per cent of actual goals – where they sit after the
first three games of this season – happened just five times.
It’s too early to establish as a trend, but it’s the first indication that this
team may be improved year-over-year, which is something that both GM
Pierre Dorion and head coach D.J. Smith needed to see this season.
But there is one thing that’s been a bit bothersome over the first three
games.
One of the big reasons the Senators organization, their fan base, and
observers around the league have been intrigued by the rebuild – one
that started as destructive as any in recent history — is the missive to
inject as much young, cap-friendly talent as possible into the roster. At
scale, it’s never been done quite like this. It is the biggest bet we have
seen from a team on the draft-and-develop strategy. The higher
percentage of prospects that develop into successful NHL skaters, the
higher the likelihood this rebuild is a success.
The organization has embraced this at every level, but over the first few
games there has been a curious push to dress more veteran skaters,
generally further down the lineup.
It would be one thing if these veterans were in the mould of Stepan – a
player who has had a track record of success, and one that could elevate
the play of the younger teammates around him. But this veteran push
has been a drag on the team’s overall production so far.
Shot differentials, the best early season lead indicator we have of future
performance, show a pretty significant split in performance when it
comes to Ottawa’s higher-end players versus Ottawa’s depth players:
It seems likely Tim Stützle (19 years old) and Norris (21) in particular will
flex into the top six for stretches of this season, as we’ve already seen
through the first three games. But for the most part, Ottawa’s depth
players are not players new to the National Hockey League. Said another
way: The Sens players struggling territorially and erring with a high
degree of frequency are the veterans.
If we focus in on Ottawa’s bottom-six forwards as an example, you see
that it’s the veterans brought in over the past couple of seasons that are
getting pummelled at even strength:

The numbers for the fourth line and the third defensive pairing are grim
for a team that has played just three games. To be 20 or more shots in
the red so early in the season is not encouraging.
The curious piece of this is that the Ottawa coaching staff has to know
that their veteran checking lines came out of the gate struggling, and that
they have an ample number of young skaters ready for more ice time.
Some of these prospects will pan out; others will not. But they need to
play. It would be one thing if the coaching staff was sheltering players
who are in dire need of future development at lower levels, or if they
thought that the veteran players blocking out roster spots were
contributing in a meaningful way. But that’s not happening.
Over the next month or so, it will be worth watching to see if Ottawa
injects even more young talent into the lineup, and what that might mean
for the team’s broader goal of staying out of the cellar in the North
Division. That’s been the organizational missive for years, and yet the
depth veterans brought in are flying in the opposite direction.
Overall, it’s been a nice step forward from the Senators so far this
season. But there is plenty of work still to be done.
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TSN.CA / Canucks vs Canadiens gameday preview
Canucks and Canadiens meet again at Rogers Arena, after a 6-5 win for
the Canucks on Wednesday

By Jeff Paterson

VANCOUVER – After a wild night in which they combined for 10 goals in
regulation time and three more in a shootout, the Vancouver Canucks (23) and Montreal Canadiens (2-0-2) are right back at it tonight at Rogers
Arena. The Canucks prevailed 6-5 last night to snap a three game losing
streak.
The Canucks had four separate one-goal leads before the Habs scored
twice to take a 5-4 lead with three minutes remaining. Just 32 seconds
later, however, the Canucks rallied and forced overtime which did not
produce a winner. The game was settled in a four-round shootout.
Bo Horvat and Brock Boeser each scored twice for the Canucks. Both of
Horvat’s goals and one of Boeser’s came on the power play as the
Canucks went three for six on the night after starting the season 0 for
their first 15 attempts. Tyler Motte had the Canucks other goal to go
along with nine hits.
With four on the season, Boeser has a share of the NHL lead in goals
with four in the early going joining Detroit’s Bobby Ryan, Arizona’s Phil
Kessel and Philadelphia’s Travis Konecny at that total.
While the arrival of the power play was a welcome sight for the Canucks,
injuries overshadowed the end result. Alex Edler left last night’s game
early in the second period with an upper body injury while Travis
Hamonic didn’t play the final six minutes of the third period or overtime
and appeared to be in considerable pain at the bench. Following the
game, Travis Green said he had no update on either player so their
status for tonight remains in question. Additionally, both Brandon Sutter
and Jay Beagle were struggling after blocking third period shots. Beagle
was felled by a Shea Weber blast and retreated to the locker room briefly
before returning to the bench.
With injuries to fellow blueliners, Nate Schmidt played 11:34 of the third
period and a game-high 27:42 on the night. That’s a remarkably heavy
workload in the first half of a back to back set. Quinn Hughes played
27:03 while rookie Jalen Chatifeld saw a regular shift and finished the
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night with 15:30 of ice time in his NHL debut. Jordie Benn, who started
the season in COVID protocol but skated with the team for the first time
yesterday, may see his first game action of the season tonight.

Nelson was skating with the puck along the boards when he was
accidentally tripped by New Jersey's Nathan Bastian and fell face-first
into Devils defenseman P.K. Subban's knee.

While it was hardly a banner night for either Braden Holtby or Carey
Price, neither is likely to be in goal tonight. With the compressed
schedule, it’s expected that Thatcher Demko and Jake Allen will guard
their respective nets tonight. Demko is looking for his first win of the
season after suffering setbacks in Edmonton and Calgary. Meanwhile,
Allen allowed one goal on 26 shots in his Habs debut in a 3-1 win in
Edmonton on Monday night.

It appeared that Nelson had been cut above the eye by his own visor.
Subban put his arm around the Islanders forward as he left the ice with
45 seconds left in the period.

Former Canuck Tyler Toffoli scored his first three goals of the season last
night. Brendan Gallagher and Jesperi Kotkaniemi had the others for
Montreal. Toffoli’s second of the game five minutes into the second
period was scored on the Canadiens lone power play of the night. The
Habs are now 5 for 11 (45.4%) on the season with the man-advantage.

"A second later, all of a sudden, I saw the blood coming out. I don't know
if it was visor or knee, but yeah, part of the game."

Shea Weber picked up a helper on the Toffoli power play marker. That
gives the Canadiens captain a point in each of his team’s first four
games. Fellow defenseman Jeff Petry had an assist on Toffoli’s hattrick
goal and leads Montreal with 2+4=6 on the season.
These teams will conclude this three game series on Saturday afternoon.

"My skate got caught somehow and I was going down and just went
down into him awkwardly," Nelson told reporters. "I thought it was just
kind of a weird collision. It just kind of jarred my neck a bit.

Nelson got stitched up during the intermission and returned for the third
period.
The Islanders got a power play at 3:44 when the Devils had too many
men on the ice.
Playing on the second power-play unit, Nelson skated into the high slot
and tipped a Nick Leddy shot past Devils goalie Scott Wedgewood for a
4-1 lead at 5:16.

POSSIBLE CANUCKS LINE-UP

That would be the final goal of the game as the Islanders improved to 3-1
this season.

Miller-Pettersson-Boeser
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Roussel-Gaudette-Virtanen
Motte-Beagle-Sutter
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USA TODAY / Capitals to be without Alex Ovechkin, three others as his
wife questions NHL's COVID-19 protocols

Hughes-Hamonic
Schmidt-Myers
Benn-Chatfield

Jimmy Hascup

Demko
POSSIBLE CANADIENS LINE-UP
Tatar-Daneault-Gallagher
Drouin-Suzuki-Anderson
Armia-Kotkaniemi-Toffoli
Lehkonen-Evans-Byron
Chiarot-Weber

A day after the Washington Capitals were fined $100,000 and saw four
players — Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov and Ilya
Samsonov — be deemed unavailable to play, coach Peter Laviolette told
reporters there was a positive test and all four, who are now
quarantining, would be out at least four games.
Laviolette did not identify who tested positive, but The Washington Post
reported Thursday that it was Samsonov, and the goalie was
asymptomatic Tuesday, the time of his positive test.

Edmundson-Petry
Kulak-Romanov
Allen
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The NHL's COVID-19 protocols are already causing a stir — and the
season is not even two weeks old.
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USA TODAY / New York Islanders' Brock Nelson leaves with facial cut,
returns to score against New Jersey Devils

Mike Brehm

New York Islanders forward Brock Nelson left the ice late in the second
period Thursday night with a bloody face.
But he came back in the third period and scored a power-play goal.

The four players were together in a hotel room, maskless, on a recent
road trip, the league's contact tracing process revealed, according to the
Post. The league does not permit “social interactions among team
members who were in close contact and who were not wearing face
coverings."
"We knew the rules," Laviolette said. "We aren't sitting here saying we
were unaware."
Based upton Laviolette's timeframe, the four players could return Jan. 30,
though he said they would be reviewed.
Ovechkin’s wife, Nastya, took to social media to express her frustration
with the league’s protocols.
“Of course, only Russian players of Washington Capitals were together in
the same hotel room,” she said. “Of course, all of the other NHL players,
when playing away, separating themselves from their teammates. Of
course, you can’t catch the virus when you and your teammates sit
together on the bench, hug each other when they score a goal, or when
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they are all together in the lounge or locker room. Players can’t get
infected when they are at the restaurants, supermarkets, malls, etc..
“Virus only works in a hotel room.”
Nastya said that Ovechkin and Orlov have antibodies, but “unfortunately,
not everyone is competent in their (antibodies’) value and properties.
“The one who came up with this rule, obviously is very logical!” she said.
Ovechkin issued an apology through the Capitals on Wednesday night,
saying, "I regret my choice to spend time together with my teammates in
our hotel room and away from the locker room areas. I will learn from this
experience."
Opinion: Lions' new coach Dan Campbell, unlike Eric Bieniemy, has
luxury of being a meathead
Trying to understand Kobe Bryant's complicated legacy a year after his
death
NFL picks: Does Rodgers or Brady go to Super Bowl LV?
NCAA changes March Madness schedule. What you need to know.
College football underclassmen entering 2021 NFL draft
Forward Nicklas Backstrom said on Thursday that the team is aware of
what is allowed. "We're under tight protocol here," he said. "We're trying
to do the right things here. I think we had a pretty good idea what the
upcoming season was gonna be."
While the Capitals are the first team to be penalized for breaking
protocol, the league has had to alter its schedule multiple times. The
Dallas Stars had up to 17 players test positive, and are set to play their
first game Friday. The Florida Panthers have played two games, while
the Carolina Hurricanes have had to postpone three. Washington is
scheduled to play in Buffalo on Friday.
"Our training staff has worked extremely hard to create a safe
environment for our players and staff to be able to compete this season,"
the Capitals said in a statement Wednesday. "We are disappointed by
our players’ choice to interact in their hotel room and outside of team
approved areas. We accept the NHL's decision and once again will
reiterate the COVID-19 Protocols in place to make sure the players are in
full compliance moving forward."
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USA TODAY / NHL 2021 debate: Which team is in danger of going from
first to worst?

Jimmy Hascup, Jace Evans,Mike Brehm,Helene St. James

The NHL season is not even a week old and each team (except the
Dallas Stars, who have not started their season) has played a handful of
games. Despite a 56-game campaign, it is still too early to overreact and
draw conclusions, though that time will come quicker this year.
With teams only battling others within their respective realigned divisions
— some have seemingly become more difficult, others easier — the
hierarchy of the NHL could change, at least somewhat.
Thus, now is the time to rewind to last year and wonder: Which teams
could be at risk of going from first to worst now? Or, rephrased: Which
once-elite team is most vulnerable this season?
Pittsburgh Penguins: They could miss the playoffs for the first time since
2006. We saw their decline in the past two postseasons (first-round
sweep, qualifying-round loss) and they must deal with the arrival of the

Boston Bruins in the division and improved play by the New Jersey
Devils. Their biggest issue has been goaltending. They moved on from
two-time Stanley Cup winner Matt Murray because of the promise of
Tristan Jarry, and he had a .727 save percentage over two games.
Casey DeSmith is at .871. They have trailed after the first period in each
game. They managed to rally in the past two games, but having to play
catch-up will hurt them.
Dallas Stars: The Dallas Stars were such a great story last season,
advancing all the way to the Stanley Cup Final. But there’s already been
significant disruption this season with a delayed start (Jan. 22) because
of team personnel testing positive for COVID-19, and that leaves the
Stars vulnerable to struggling. On the flip side, the Vancouver Canucks
have started slow but there’s too much talent there not to rise.
-- Helene St. James, Detroit Free Press
New York Islanders: This might be cheating because the Islanders
finished with 80 points, seventh in the Eastern Conference, last season.
But they did reach the conference finals, building even bigger
expectations for this year. While they have started the season 2-1-0, they
seem destined to again be forced to win (close) games more so because
of their defense. They finished bottom-third in the league in scoring, and
did nothing to infuse offense during the offseason; they traded away
offensive-minded blueliner Devon Toews for cap reasons. Add in a
difficult division and it wouldn't be surprising to see the Islanders miss the
playoffs.
Dallas Stars: The 2020 Stanley Cup was said by many to be among the
hardest to win, and it wouldn't be a surprise to see the Dallas Stars, the
West finalists, deal with a hangover of sorts after such a mentally taxing
season.
Then this season started, and the Stars were waylaid by a COVID-19
outbreak within their team in training camp that saw as many as 17
players test positive and led to the postponement of their first five games.
They're supposed to return to the ice Friday, but will the players all be
back to their old selves? Even if the players are fine physically, it seems
they will be out of sync against teams that have already spent over a
week in competitive settings developing chemistry and building their
game. Add in that Tyler Seguin, who struggled in the bubble but was still
the team's leading scorer in the regular season, is expected to miss
significant time ... and there's reasons for concern.
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