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Hurricanes Must Improve After COVID-19 Pause 

By Dylan Rudolph 

The Carolina Hurricanes return home to face the defending 
Stanley Cup Champions Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday. 
As expected, COVID-19 has inserted itself and caused 
numerous changes and postponements, including the 
Hurricanes’ last three contests against the Nashville 
Predators and the Florida Panthers. As a result, the matchup 
with the Lightning will be just the third game of the 
Hurricanes’ season, we hope, before then taking on the 
runners-up Dallas Stars. 

The time off may result in some rust build-up while the rest of 
the league plays on, but the postponements can also be a 
blessing in disguise, acting as a bye week of sorts to assess 
what went right and what went wrong in the first week of the 
season. Sitting at 2-1-0, there is a lot to be optimistic about, 
but the Hurricanes haven’t played perfectly by any means 
and will need to adjust before they play both 2020 Stanley 
Cup finalists in their next four games.  

Second Period Woes 

The Hurricanes are a team that starts the game hot — firing 
on all cylinders, getting into the offensive zone and getting 
clean shots. Carolina has outshot opponents 30-22 and have 
yet to allow a goal this season in opening periods. However, 
each game with a hot start eventually cools off, and the 
team’s ferocious play has shown trouble transferring to the 
second period of play.  

The Hurricanes’ shot advantage quickly diminishes to 28-25 
in second periods and have been outscored 2-1 — the only 
period where their goal differential is negative.  

The lack of inconsistent play can be attributed to a few 
things, but the root cause is most likely the plan of attack; 
coming out lackadaisical can lead to immediate 
consequences in the fast-paced world of NHL hockey. The 
team often relies on the counterattack and does not get a lot 
of close chances at the net.  

The Hurricanes have just a 5.3 shooting percentage this 
season in five-on-five, well below the league average of 7.7 
percent, and has amassed just six total high-danger scoring 
chances in the offensive zone on the season. The lack of 
offensive consistency is the primary source for the team’s 
struggles, which accumulate in the second period after 
opposing teams adjust to Carolina’s initial onslaught to open 
the game. 

The Hurricanes do typically rebound in the third period, 
outscoring opponents 7-4 with a remarkable 40-21 shot 
difference to close out games. If coaching is to be blamed for 
second-period woes, then head coach Rod Brind’Amour 

should also be praised for his adjustments in the third period 
to put the game away. 

The second-period struggles have not resulted in any 
permanent damage early in the season, but with so few 
games and even more postponements, the Hurricanes can’t 
afford to let up even for a second. And every period counts. 

Goalie Still a Problem 

The Hurricanes’ defense has been spectacular through three 
games this season. Seemingly every player on the team has 
contributed to limit the shots and scoring chances in front of 
the net, and it has paid off well.  

The Hurricanes are tied for the fourth-lowest goals allowed 
per game with 2.00 and have killed off 88.9 percent of power 
plays they have faced, good for eighth-best in the league. It’s 
a small sample size, but Carolina is playing defense worthy 
of a deep run in the playoffs if it can be sustained. 

However, problems start to arise between the pipes. An 
expected issue after the front office balked at addressing the 
position during the offseason, the goaltender spot remains a 
big question mark even after two impressive team wins early 
in the season. 

The Hurricanes opted to stick with their 1A-1B tandem of 
veterans Petr Mrázek and James Reimer, and they have 
both been as expected. Mrázek has been his usual, 
inconsistent self, following an impressive 14-save shutout in 
the first game of the season against the Detroit Red Wings 
with an ugly loss to the same team, allowing four goals on 
just 21 shots.  

The 28-year-old goalie was given the starting spot to open 
the season, signaling an opportunity for Mrázek to 
distinguish himself as the primary starter on the team. 
However, he hasn’t shown anything to separate himself from 
his goalie counterpart thus far. 

Reimer has been given just one start this season, but he 
took his opportunity and ran with it. Reimer’s 31-save 
performance in Monday’s win over Nashville matches 
Mrázek’s save total on the season with twice as many games 
played. The pendulum may have swung back in Reimer’s 
favor, and it won’t be surprising to see the 32-year-old 
goaltender back in net as Brind’Amour will likely stick with 
the hot hand when the team returns to play.  

Faceoffs Falling Off 

The Hurricanes’ hot start also was seen in the face-off dot.  

Carolina won a torrid 56.9 percent of its face-offs in the 
opening game against Detroit, but that number has dropped 
each of the last two games, culminating in a paltry 35.3 
percentage against the Nashville Predators last game. The 
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Hurricanes’ inconsistency winning the puck battle allowed 
the Predators to put them on their heels for much of the 
game, allowing a season-high 33 shots. If not for solid 
defense and breakout play — which gave Sebastian Aho his 
first goal of the season — Carolina might be much worse off. 

The Hurricanes’ long break may be a crossroads point that 
will be looked back with fondness or a major reason for 

regression, depending on how these next few games go. 
With just 53 games remaining in the schedule, every win 
counts, and improvements after a long break could be critical 
for a team looking to compete. Nevertheless, their matchups 
against the Lightning and Stars will provide pivotal tests to 
see how they stack up against some of the league’s best 
squads.
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Lightning prepare for another long layoff 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Regardless of how many games the Lightning play this week 
— and it appears they might not play again until Saturday — this is an 
important time for them. 

Instead of traveling to Raleigh, N.C., for a two-game series against the 
Hurricanes scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday, the Lightning returned 
to Tampa on Saturday night following their 5-2 loss at the Blue Jackets, a 
game that was their worst of this young season. 

The Hurricanes are in the midst of a coronavirus outbreak. They had a 
sixth player go on the COVID-19 protocol list Saturday to end a week in 
which they had three games called off and shut their facility. 

The league likely was waiting for tests to come back Sunday and 
possibly today before calling off the series. 

So Sunday, it was conceivable the Lightning would go six days between 
games. Their next scheduled contest after the Hurricanes games is 
Saturday at home against the Predators. A long layoff would come at a 
difficult time, following a game coach Jon Cooper called his team’s worst 
since before the pandemic shutdown last season, one full of poor puck 
possession and sloppy turnovers. 

“Is it difficult that we have a week off, play two games, a week off?” 
forward Alex Killorn said. “Maybe a little bit, but I think we have to use 
this time to get better.” 

Doctors Hide the Truth! Easy Way to Get Rid of Wrinkles at Home! No 
Surgery! 

The Lightning had two games called off last week because of a Stars 
virus outbreak that forced the NHL to push back the start of Dallas’ 
season to Friday. That gave the Lightning five days off between their 
second game of the year and the first of a two-game series in Columbus 
on Thursday. 

“We as coaches and players have to prepare as pros and be ready for 
what’s ahead,” Cooper said. “It would be nice to get into a rhythm, there’s 
no question, but I’m pretty sure this won’t be the last time this happens to 
us or other teams in the league.” 

Saturday was Lightning backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney’s eighth 
day on the COVID-19 protocol list. Forward Blake Coleman had a two-
day stay on the list last week. 

Because two of their first four scheduled opponents have had outbreaks, 
the Lightning potentially could go the first 17 days of the season having 
played just four games. 

“You have to adapt,” Killorn said. “The one thing we’ve been telling 
ourselves this season is that you can’t look to the future because it’s so 
uncertain what’s going to be happening. … We have to be prepared 
regardless of the situation.” 
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How rookie Ty Dellandrea impressed in the Stars’ win over Nashville 
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By Matthew DeFranks 

11:54 PM on Jan 24, 2021 CST 

 

Stars rookie forward Ty Dellandrea was noticeable on Sunday night both 
at even-strength and on special teams. 

At 5-on-5, Dellandrea was a worthy running mate of Andrew Cogliano 
and Radek Faksa, helping the line cycle the puck and keep possession in 
the offensive zone. On the penalty kill, he blocked two shots on the shift, 
and earned a pat on the head from goaltender Anton Khudobin for his 
work. On the power play, Dellandrea earned his first playing time on the 
man-advantage. 

He went 5-2 in faceoffs. Even in the final minute of the game, as 
Nashville tried to tie the game by pulling the goalie, Dellandrea was on 
the ice. 

“Another solid game,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “This kid is full of 
confidence. We love it. He’s a National Hockey League player. Listen, 
he’s a rookie, but he’s going to play a lot. You saw we’re not afraid to put 
him out in any situation. He’s a very confident kid for a 20-year-old. He’s 
earning the minutes, and it’s well-deserved. 

“I have no problem putting him out in any situation: key faceoffs, key 
penalty kills, power play, against really good lines. He can play center, he 
can play right wing. He’s a big part of the future of this team.” 

Joe Pavelski said Dellandrea helped the Stars prepare for the regular 
season, when on the third or fourth day of training camp “all of a sudden 
Ty was running around.” 

“I think he was one of the guys that cranked up the intensity in our camp 
early on,” Pavelski said. “He is a player that’s young, but skates well, has 
good skill and he’s fearless out there.” 
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After 15 years in the NHL, Stars’ Joe Pavelski has achieved a career first 
through two games this season 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

11:54 PM on Jan 24, 2021 CST 

 

Even after 15 years in the NHL, Joe Pavelski is still doing new things. 

For the first time in his career, Pavelski has seven points in a two-game 
span, thanks to a three-point night on Sunday during a 3-2 Stars win over 
Nashville. Pavelski scored one goal and assisted on two others Sunday, 
following up a two-goal, two-assist performance on Friday night during 
the season-opening 7-0 win. 

The Stars have scored 10 goals in the young season, and Pavelski has 
been involved in seven of them. He’s also been pivotal in Dallas’ ability to 
score eight power-play goals in the first two games of the season. 

Pavelski’s start to the season is something the Stars needed without 
Tyler Seguin (until April) and Jamie Benn (out Sunday). It’s also 
something that didn’t happen during the regular season last year, 
Pavelski’s first in Dallas after spending 13 years in San Jose. 

Pavelski did turn in a strong postseason, scoring 13 goals and finishing 
with 19 points in 26 games. 

“Whether I’m more comfortable the second time around, it’s hard to say 
exactly,” Pavelski said. “But I definitely have some confidence. I definitely 
have an idea of what we’re trying to do out there, and things are clicking 
right now.” 

Among Central Division skaters, Pavelski is tied for first in scoring with 
Patrick Kane. Chicago has played six games. 

Shutting it down: For the first time this season, the Stars had to close out 
a game. In the opener against Nashville, they entered the third period 
with a five-goal lead. They didn’t have that luxury Sunday. 

“It was a good test for us and one that I think we passed early on,” 
Pavelski said. “That was good to see that. Found a little bit different way 
to play in that third and got the job done.” 

Nashville made a push with Mikael Granlund’s deflected goal midway 
through the third period, and then Viktor Arvidsson twice was robbed by 
Anton Khudobin in the game’s final minutes on acrobatic saves. 

“He’s making huge saves, he’s making key saves at the right time,” 
coach Rick Bowness said. “In that last minute, the scramble was on. You 
know he’s going to compete, you know he’s going to do everything he 
can to stop the puck. We don’t win that third period without Dobby in the 
net. He did a fantastic job for us.” 

In the third period, the Predators outshot the Stars 10-5 and had a 0.76-
0.54 edge in expected goals, according to Natural Stat Trick. Dallas had 
more shot attempts (20-17) and scoring chances (10-7), though. 

“Early on, it’s a great test for us, and I think that’s one of the key things 
that we’re going to take away from this game today,” defenseman John 
Klingberg said. 

— The Stars opened the season with eight unanswered goals before 
Filip Forsberg’s second-period goal. The streak ranked fourth all-time, 
behind the 2014-15 Sharks (10 goals), the 2014-15 Wild (nine goals) and 
the 1975-76 Canadiens (nine goals). 
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In a repeat of the season opener, Stars rely on scorching power play in 
win over Predators 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

10:00 PM on Jan 24, 2021 CST 

 

Repeats aren’t supposed to happen this early in the season. 

In the second game of an NHL season, teams are supposed to be 
waving their hands around in the dark hoping to grasp an identity. Games 
are supposed to be uniquely entertaining because of their distinctive 
birthmarks. Sequels aren’t commonplace. 

And yet, the Stars’ 3-2 win over Nashville on Sunday night looked and 
felt so much like a cousin to Friday night’s season-opening win. Like 
Dallas did on Friday night during a 7-0 thrashing, they needed goaltender 
Anton Khudobin to keep them around in the first period. Like Friday, the 
Stars relied on a scorching power play to score goals, this time tallying 
three with the man advantage. 

It was all following the script, even down to the “Do-bby” chants in the 
third period that filled American Airlines Center and the goals from Joe 
Pavelski and Denis Gurianov. 

There were wrinkles in the plot, of course. 
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Stars captain Jamie Benn missed Sunday’s game with a lower-body 
injury suffered Friday when Viktor Arvidsson fell on his right knee. On 
Sunday morning, he was labeled a game-time decision, but ultimately 
missed his first regular-season game since 2019. 

It marked the first time since Tyler Seguin was traded to the Stars in 
2013 that Dallas played a game without Benn and Seguin. Add in Blake 
Comeau’s absence and Joel Kiviranta’s injury, and the Stars were 
without a third of the key forwards from their postseason run a few 
months ago. 

The Predators finally punctured Khudobin after he held them scoreless 
for the season’s first 85 minutes. Nashville pushed late in the third period. 

It didn’t matter. 

“Give our guys credit for holding on and weathering the storm,” Stars 
coach Rick Bowness said. “We did a good job, but there’s a lot of good 
teaching points from that third period. There’s going to be a lot of 
desperate hockey coming up, and there’s going to be a lot of one-goal, 
tight games. You’ve got to learn to play through it.” 

The Stars’ power play made sure that Dallas began the season 2-0-0 for 
the second time in three seasons. 

Dallas went 3 for 4 on the power play after going 5 for 8 on Friday night. 
In the last three seasons, the Stars scored at least three power-play 
goals in two games. They’ve done it in two games this season. 

“What we’re doing so well is, yeah we move the puck, but we think that 
we can attack in different ways: shooting from the points, having seam 
plays, coming down low,” defenseman John Klingberg said. “It’s a lot of 
different options there, and I feel like the breakouts and the entries, we 
have a lot of options there too.” 

In the first period, Gurianov scored on a one-timer from the right circle on 
a slick feed from Pavelski behind the net. In the second period, Roope 
Hintz squeaked a shot through Juuse Saros, trickling home his first goal 
of the young season. In the third period, Pavelski hammered a one-timer 
from the left circle top shelf on Saros. 

The trio of goals put the Stars in historic company. In NHL history, only 
one team scored more than nine special teams goals (eight on the power 
play and one short-handed) in the season’s first two games. It was the 
1995-96 Penguins, who scored 10 power-play goals in two games. That 
team had Mario Lemieux (166 points) and Jaromir Jagr (149 points). 

“We’ve done it different ways as far as traffic, some tips and just some 
good plays along the way,” Pavelski said. “I don’t know. It’s clicking.” 

That’s not to say that this Stars team will be an offensive juggernaut or 
even rank as the league’s best power play. The unit will slow down 
eventually — it can’t score on 67% of its chances all the time. Dallas will 
have to manufacture offense at even strength to complement its defense 
and goaltending. 

But for now, the Stars should enjoy it. 

They should enjoy the rejuvenated Pavelski who’s continued his play 
from the bubble. Through two games, Pavelski has seven points. Last 
year during his first season in Dallas, it took him 15 games to reach that 
mark. 

They should enjoy the speedy precision in which Hintz and Gurianov are 
carving up the neutral zone, and bask in the offensive-zone possession 
time that has sometimes been lacking from two of the most talented 
youngsters on the roster. 

They should enjoy Khudobin’s snazzy play that has become so 
consistent that his windmill glove saves and post-to-post game-saving 
stops almost qualify as ho-hum. The Stars will need him to carry the load 
as Ben Bishop recovers from knee surgery. 

Maybe the Stars can even hope they complete the trilogy. 
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Stars captain Jamie Benn misses Sunday’s game vs. Nashville, still listed 
day-to-day 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

12:06 PM on Jan 24, 2021 CST 

 

Stars captain Jamie Benn missed Sunday’s night game against 
Nashville. He was initially ruled a game-time decision Sunday morning by 
coach Rick Bowness. 

Benn suffered a lower-body injury in the season opener Friday against 
the Predators when Nashville forward Viktor Arvidsson fell on his right 
knee. Benn was helped down the tunnel, returned for four shifts but was 
then ruled out for the remainder of the game during second intermission. 

He missed Stars practice Saturday and Bowness said he was day to day 
with a lower-body injury. Benn was not on the ice for optional morning 
skate Sunday. 

“It’s day-to-day,” Bowness said after the game Sunday. “He’ll come in 
tomorrow, he’ll get treated and we’ll see where it is. Really, I know it 
sounds like we’re hiding something, but we’re not. It’s day-to-day. 
Hopefully, he’ll be back on the ice Tuesday. But again, we won’t know 
until tomorrow.” 

With Benn’s absence, it marked the first time Dallas was without he and 
Tyler Seguin in the same game since Seguin was traded to the Stars in 
2013-14. Seguin is recovering from offseason hip surgery to repair a torn 
labrum. 

During practice on Saturday, Jason Dickinson filled in for Benn on a line 
with Roope Hintz and Denis Gurianov. 

Here is how durable both Benn and Seguin have been during their time 
together in Dallas. 

2019-20: Both played all 69 games. 

2018-19: Seguin played all 82 games. 

2017-18: Both played all 82 games. 

2016-17: Seguin played all 82 games. 

2015-16: Benn played all 82 games. 

2014-15: Benn played all 82 games. 

2013-14: Seguin missed Dec. 1 vs. Edmonton and Dec. 3 at Chicago. 
Benn missed April 13 at Arizona. 

On Sunday morning, the Stars also placed forward Joel Kiviranta on 
injured reserve retroactive to Friday, and recalled forward Tanner Kero to 
take his spot on the roster. Kiviranta left Saturday’s practice with a lower-
body injury, and will next be eligible to play Jan. 30 at Carolina (IR 
requires missing a week). 

Placing Kiviranta on IR instead of Benn could be good news for the 
severity of Benn’s injury, since players on IR are required to miss a week 
of action and Benn remains on the active roster. 

Kiviranta was playing on a line with Alexander Radulov and Joe Pavelski 
and the Stars chose to slot Kero in with them. Kero is a natural center 
than can also play left wing. 

With his appearance Sunday, Kero made his Stars debut after spending 
all of last season with AHL affiliate Texas. The 28-year-old center has 
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played in 72 career NHL games, most recently on Nov. 12, 2017 with 
Chicago. 

-- Blake Comeau was unavailable to play Sunday. Comeau is in COVID-
19 protocols and has not practiced with the Stars since Jan. 16. 

-- AHL affiliate Texas signed six forwards to AHL contracts on Saturday: 
Nick Baptiste, Cole Schneider, Nick Moutrey, Derek Barach, Nikita 
Scherbak and Josh Melnick. The signings fill out a roster thinned 
because of the injuries up front in Dallas, in addition to the inclusion of 
the taxi squad this season. 

Players on AHL contracts would have to sign NHL deals before they 
were recalled. 
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Stars 20/20: Power play stays hot as Dallas moves to 2-0 with win over 
Predators 

 

By Saad Yousuf  

Jan 25, 2021 

 

The Stars begin the season 2-0 with a 3-2 win over the Nashville 
Predators. 

1. In the time you spent reading this sentence, the Dallas Stars probably 
scored another power-play goal on the Predators. 

Dallas’ special teams have been on fire to begin the season. The power 
play, in particular, is sizzling at a historic level. Through the first two 
games of the season, the Stars have scored eight power-play goals, the 
first time in franchise history Dallas has scored power-play goals at that 
pace in a two-game span, let alone to start a season. The team 
previously scored seven power-play goals in two games four times but 
never since relocating to Dallas. The last time they had seven power-play 
goals in a two-game stretch was in 1989 as the Minnesota North Stars. 
The last time an NHL team scored at least eight power-play goals in two 
games to begin the season was 1995 when the Pittsburgh Penguins did 
so. On Sunday, it got to a point where the question wasn’t if the Stars 
would score on the power play but who would do the honors. It was a 
legitimate shock when they failed to score on one of their four 
opportunities. 

“They’re snapping it around,” coach Rick Bowness said. “(Assistant 
coach Derek Laxdal) is doing a great job with the pre-scout. Both units 
are in sync. Right now, they’re feeling it and with the skill level we’re 
putting out there, when they’re feeling it, they’re making great plays and 
the puck is going in, which is certainly beneficial. But right now, you can 
just feel the confidence that they have.” 

A lot of the chemistry on the power play, particularly the top unit, goes 
back to their run in the bubble. The benefit of carryover in personnel is 
showing for the Stars. 

2. For some context, the Predators haven’t been very good on the 
penalty kill. They started this season going seven-for-eight on the penalty 
kill in the first three games, Columbus twice and then against Carolina. 
That’s good but it’s also a small sample size. Last season, Nashville was 
29th in the NHL at 76.06 percent on the PK. They were better in 2018-19 
but still bottom-10 in the league. 

Of course, it’s not the Stars’ fault that Nashville’s bad. They still had to go 
out there and make the plays and score the goals, which they did, so 
credit to them. The power play is something they’ve emphasized in 
practice and the fruits are showing early, even as injuries have taken a 

toll on the power play depth chart. Take the opposition out of the 
equation and the power play has still been impressive. They don’t get 
stagnant, they dictate the flow and move the puck around a lot more. 

3. Joe Pavelski is on a torrid points pace and Anton Khudobin was the 
backbone once again. We’ll get to those guys in just a bit but there needs 
to be a discussion about Ty Dellandrea. 

The Stars began training camp with three groups: An NHL group, a 
special teams group and an AHL group. Dellandrea started camp 
practicing with the latter two. Multiple people in the organization said that 
he would need to really make a statement in camp in order to lock up an 
NHL roster spot. Then, COVID-19 hit and the Stars’ roster was depleted. 
Dellandrea got more opportunities and continued to trend upward. In the 
final week of camp, it became clear that the Stars would be without Blake 
Comeau, who remains on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. Bowness 
slid him in that role and Dellandrea has not disappointed. 

Dellandrea was solid Friday in his first NHL game. He wasn’t very 
noticeable but that’s a good thing, especially on the checking line. On 
Sunday, he stood out. He led Stars forwards with two blocked shots and 
Nashville looked to make it a point to try and bully him. They were hitting 
him every opportunity they got and the hits weren’t exactly gentle 
shoulder taps. Dellandrea got up every time and never looked rattled. 
He’s played a measured two games but he hasn’t been a liability. 

“He’s going to experience what every rookie does in our league,” 
Bowness said at morning skate Sunday. “You start out here and then you 
realize how tough the competition is, night in and night out. But he’s a 
very, very competitive kid and he can skate well. He’s another kid that 
can play right wing or center. His responsibilities should go up. He’s 
going to continue to get better. We need to inject some youth in our 
lineup, get some speedier guys in our lineup and young kids that can fly 
like he can and work and compete and give us that energy every night.” 

4. This is less of a discussion now because the Stars are down four of 
their top nine forwards but before Jamie Benn and Joel Kiviranta got hurt, 
there was the question of which young forward would have to come out 
of the lineup when Comeau was ready to join the team again. The 
thought was that it would be between Jason Robertson, Nicholas 
Caamano and Dellandrea. After Sunday’s game, Bowness’ comments 
allow you to take Dellandrea’s name out of that mix. 

“Oh, another solid game. This kid is full of confidence,” Bowness said. 
“We love it. He’s a National Hockey League player. He’s a rookie but he’s 
going to play a lot. You saw, we’re not afraid to put him out there in any 
situation. He’s a very confident kid for a 20-year-old. He’s earning the 
minutes and it’s well-deserved. I have no problem putting him out there in 
any situation, key faceoffs, key penalty kills, power play, against really 
good lines. He can play center, he can play right wing. He’s a big part of 
the future of this team.” 

And now, he’s a big part of the present as well. 

5. Pavelski has scored seven points in the Stars’ first two games. He’s 
never done that before over a two-game stretch in his 1,032-game NHL 
career. To illustrate how ridiculous that is, he’s on pace to score 287 
points in an 82-game season. Wayne Gretzky holds the all-time record 
for points in a season with 215. Obviously, Pavelski’s not going to 
continue scoring anywhere close to 3.5 points per game but it just drives 
home how absurd the first two-games have been for the 36-year-old 
alternate captain. 

Last season, Pavelski had his lowest point total in any non-lockout 
season since his rookie year in 2006-07. He scored 31 points in 67 
games in the regular season before picking things up dramatically in the 
playoffs, scoring 19 points in 26 games during the Stars’ run to the 
Stanley Cup Final. At the time, it seemed like it was classic Pavelski, 
showing up for the big games in the postseason. But perhaps it was a 
turning of the page, the chemistry finally clicking in Dallas after 13 years 
in San Jose. 
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“Definitely coming back during the bubble was something, we got off to a 
good start and worked on a few things,” Pavelski said. “Whether I’m more 
comfortable the second time around, it’s hard to say exactly. But I 
definitely have some confidence. I definitely have an idea of what we’re 
trying to do out there and things are clicking right now.” 

6. Pavelski had a hand in every goal the Stars scored Sunday. The first 
one came around where he scored his first goal Friday, right behind the 
net on the power play. Roope Hintz got it to Pavelski, who saw a clear 
passing lane to Gurianov. The pass was perfect and Guroanov 
unleashed his trademark one-timer to get the Stars on the board in the 
first quarter. 

7. The second goal came courtesy of Hintz in the second period. The 
Stars had just a few seconds left on the power play and Pavelski broke it 
out and quickly got the puck up to Hintz, who just put it on the net. It was 
initially a good save by Predators goaltender Juuse Saros but the puck 
continued on through him and trickled in. 

8. For the game-winning goal, Pavelski did the honors himself on the 
power play. The setup actually looked a lot like the first goal of the game 
and the timing was like the second goal. With five seconds left in the 
power play, Hintz slid the puck over to Pavelski, who was positioned at 
the bottom of the circle. On the first goal, he had a clear passing lane 
across to Gurianov. This time, the Predators took care of that lane where 
John Klingberg was so Pavelski let a shot rip. 

It looked a lot like his first goal from Friday night. 

9. We’ve seen slow starts to the game be an issue for the Stars in recent 
years and that’s been the case the first two games this season as well. 
The Predators looked like the aggressors and jumped out to a 4-1 
advantage on shots on goal. Khudobin once again was there to keep the 
score 0-0. 

Khudobin did have a couple of pucks slip past him in the third period, 
ensuring he would, in fact, not finish the season with a 100 percent save 
percentage. The first one came on the power play by Filip Forsburg and 
the second one was scored by Mikael Granlund. That made for an 
interesting last 10 minutes of the game with the Stars clinging to a one-
goal lead. 

“I think this game was huge for us,” Klingberg said. “Being up 3-1 and 
they score a goal. My penalty there and PK stepping up again with seven 
or eight minutes. That’s what we need, be comfortable with it… it’s a 
great test for us. I think that’s one of the key things we’re going to take 
away from this game today.” 

10. Here’s how the Stars’ scoring breaks down so far this season. Of 
their 10 goals, eight have come on the power play, one shorthanded and 
one at even strength. Again, you don’t criticize a team for taking 
advantage of the opportunities they are given, and earn by drawing 
penalties, but getting more production in five-on-five situation will be an 
emphasis. 

11. The Stars are 2-0, picking up their second win of the season in the 
second game. You may recall, the second win last season came in the 
10th game following a 1-7-1 start. With all of the weirdness of this 
season, it was paramount for the Stars not to come out slow in the 
standings. Unlike an 82-game schedule, there’s a lot less room for error 
in a 56-game slate. There was legitimate concern that they could start in 
a hole because their season was pushed back and it could have taken 
some time for players to get into game shape. It’s still very early in the 
season but the Stars now have 120 minutes of competitive hockey under 
their belt and sit undefeated. 

12. After the morning skate, Bowness said that Jamie Benn would be a 
game-time decision. The Stars captain did not play and Justin Dowling 
and Tanner Kero made their season debuts. Here’s what the Stars lineup 
looked like: 

Jason Dickinson — Roope Hintz — Denis Gurianov 

Tanner Kero — Joe Pavelski — Alexander Radulov 

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Ty Dellandrea 

Jason Robertson — Justin Dowling — Nicholas Caamano 

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen 

Andrej Sekera — Mark Pysyk 

Anton Khudobin 

Here is how Nashville countered: 

Filip Forsberg — Ryan Johansen — Viktor Arvidsson 

Mikael Granlund — Matt Duchene — Luke Kunin 

Nick Cousins — Erik Haula — Colton Sissons 

Yakov Trenin — Brad Richardson — Rocco Grimaldi 

Roman Josi — Ryan Ellis 

Mattias Ekholm — Dante Fabbro 

Mark Borowiecki — Luca Sbisa 

Juuse Saros 

13. The last two games have been Khudobin vs. Saros. It’s the shortest 
goaltender matchup of the NHL season. The two goalies are two of three 
in the NHL listed at 5-foot-11, the third being Boston’s Jaroslav Halak. I 
don’t know whether or not it was a tactical plan by the Predators or they 
were just missing high but a lot of shots  Friday and Sunday went over 
the top of the net. It’s just an interesting contrast to when the Stars have 
a healthy Ben Bishop, who is one of the NHL’s tallest goaltenders. 

14. Injury speculation is a dangerous game because most of the time, we 
don’t have anywhere near the full information. The Stars’ 2020 
postseason run should have taught everybody that. But if we’re just 
connecting dots, the fact that Joel Kiviranta was placed on IR on Sunday 
morning (retroactive to Jan. 22) and Benn was not, in addition to him 
publicly being labeled a game-time decision, are encouraging signs. After 
the game, Bowness said Benn will come in for treatment Monday and the 
hope is that he can rejoin the team Tuesday morning. 

15. Without including Stephen Johns in this group, the Stars were without 
Bishop, Tyler Seguin, Comeau, Kiviranta and Benn on Sunday. That’s 
quite a list for a team in its second game of the season. Ironically, that’s a 
lot of pieces missing from the desired power play, which has been 
arguably the biggest strength of the team through two games. 

16. With Benn out, Jason Dickinson went from centering the fourth line to 
left wing on the top line with Hintz and Gurianov. One of the main 
reasons for Dickinson being the guy to replace Benn is his skating ability. 

“He can skate with them, for starters,” Bowness said. “You want to play 
with those two, you better be able to skate and he can fly with them. He 
can keep up, he’s very reliable on both ends of the ice.” 

Dickinson said it’s pretty simple on how his approach changes from 
centering Caamano and Robertson to playing with Hintz and Gurianov. 

“I think it’s pretty simple with them, get them the puck and let them 
skate,” Dickinson said. “You give them the puck in the right areas, they’re 
going to be able to beat guys one-on-one. I got to play off of that and let 
them play their game and I’ll play my game of coming in later and being 
the more defensive minded aspect of that line. I also can’t hold back with 
them. I’ve also got to be able to attack with them and not leave it all up to 
them.” 

Dickinson is naturally a center and has made it clear that that’s his 
preferred position. However, he’s one of the most versatile players on the 
Stars roster over the past two seasons and can fit in anywhere. He got a 
good run playing on the wing during the bubble when the Stars were 
bombarded with injuries to their forwards. Injuries once again have 
prompted Dickinson to the wing. 
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Dickinson’s elevation is also a good reminder of how Bowness likes to 
roll his lines. The Stars try to have a pretty even four lines. That’s not to 
say a line featuring Benn, Hintz and Gurianov is the same as one with 
Caamano, Dickinson and Robertson but the line personnel is just as 
much about fit and role as it is talent. 

17. With Kiviranta going on IR, Kero was called up and played Sunday 
night. Dowling also made his season debut. Both players were solid, 
neither making any glaring mistakes. While Rhett Gardner initially filled in 
for Kiviranta in practice, Bowness said Kero’s experience made him the 
choice to come off of the taxi squad for the game. 

“We had to put some experience there,” Bowness said. “Gardner has 
played very well for us, when he’s played, and you’re going to see him at 
some point. You’re going to see them all, at some point. But the decision 
was really based on (Kero) had a good camp and the experience he 
has.” 

18. Dowling almost got a goal as well. Early in the second period, 
Heiskanen put a filthy move on 2020 Norris Trophy winner Roman Josi. 
He tried to get the puck to Radulov, who was crashing the net. The puck 
bounced around and Dowling got a good whack at it but Saros made a 
timely save by inches. 

19. Speaking of Josi, he was one of six former Norris Trophy winners I 
talked to about Heiskanen leading up to the season. Here’s what he had 
to say as a longtime division rival who has played plenty against the 
Stars’ 21-year-old superstar: 

“The first thing that comes to my mind is his skating ability. He’s such a 
smooth skater. Just playing him in that playoff series (in 2019), for his 
age, he was unbelievably calm with the puck, using his speed or just 
making good passes. He’s a really smart player. For forwards, it’s really 
hard to forecheck against Miro. He’s always moving. When you see a 
forechecker coming, it’s hard for him to hit you if you keep your feet 
moving or you make a quick move. He’s really good at that, escaping 
forechecks and different situations. Nobody gets to hit him really. He’s an 
unbelievable player.” 

20. The Stars are off on Monday. They’ll return to the ice Tuesday 
morning for a morning skate before their game Tuesday night against the 
Detroit Red Wings. 
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Pius Suter’s hat trick — minus hats — and Kevin Lankinen’s 2nd straight 
solid game in goal lift Chicago Blackhawks to a 6-2 win over Detroit Red 
Wings 

 

By PAUL SULLIVAN 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE  

JAN 24, 2021 AT 3:50 PM 

 

For reasons that defy logic, the NHL decided to showcase two rebuilding 
teams in its Sunday afternoon “Game of the Week” slot on NBC, 
apparently hoping black-and-white highlights of Gordie Howe and Bobby 
Hull would override the current state of affairs for the Chicago 
Blackhawks and Detroit Red Wings. 

But nostalgia is always welcome whenever two Original Six teams go 
head to head, and the Hawks weren’t about to throw away their shot to 
show a national audience that reports of the franchise’s demise were 
exaggerated. 

Who knows how many more opportunities they’ll get in 2021? 

At least they took advantage of the league’s benevolence Sunday, 
beating the Red Wings 6-2 behind Pius Suter’s hat trick and another 
steady performance from rookie goaltender Kevin Lankinen. 

After losing their first four games on the road, the Hawks finally looked 
competitive in their brief two-game homestand as back-to-back wins over 
the Red Wings provided a much-needed confidence boost. 

Yes, it’s the Red Wings. And no, the Hawks can’t play them again until 
next month. 

Still, it was entertaining to watch, even if a hat trick without hats in a 
nearly empty United Center was a bit surreal. 

The 24-year-old Suter, a 5-foot-9, 176-pound center from Switzerland, 
isn’t big enough to regularly park himself next to the crease like “Big Al” 
Secord did for the Hawks back in the 1980s. But he played like a mini-
Secord on Sunday. 

“It’s always been part of my game,” Suter said. “And when I went here I 
always scored a bit, so I kept doing it. It worked out well mostly. 

“Sometimes it does, like today. Sometimes not.” 

Connor Murphy called Suter a “crafty” player with great puck awareness. 

“It’s impressive to see, just starting out in the NHL,” Murphy said. “We’re 
lucky to have him.” 

Also impressive in the early going is Lankinen, the last of the three 
goalies to get a starting nod from coach Jeremy Colliton but the early 
leader as the heir apparent to Corey Crawford. 

Colliton said before the game he’ll decide who starts in net on a day-to-
day basis, with the goalies’ performance dictating who plays. 

Sunday was Lankinen’s third straight start, so does that suggest he’s the 
guy for now? 

“He’s the guy for today,” Colliton replied. 

The Hawks got off to a quick start when Suter scored his first career goal 
4 minutes, 42 seconds into the game, skating unescorted to Red Wings 
goaltender Jonathan Bernier’s front door and tapping in a rebound of a 
shot through traffic by Calvin de Haan. 

Five minutes later Suter found himself in almost the exact same spot on 
a power play when Mattias Janmark skated around a fallen Red Wings 
defender and flipped a short pass to him for another easy tap-in. 

The Hawks have started the season with six straight games with a 
power-play goal, turning a 2019-20 weakness into a strength, at least for 
now. 

The Red Wings took advantage of a 5-on-3 situation 41 seconds into the 
second period, as Tyler Bertuzzi camped out beside Duncan Keith and 
beat Lankinen with a one-timer off a nice pass from Dylan Larkin. 

Four minutes later, Larkin skated around 6-foot-6 defenseman Nikita 
Zadorov like a teenager maneuvering past a senior citizen on a moving 
walkway at O’Hare and had a golden chance to stuff one past Lankinen 
for the tying goal. 

But Lankinen’s outstretched skate blocked Larkin’s attempt at the last 
second, saving Zadorov and the Hawks. The red-faced Zadorov tried to 
throw his weight around after the stoppage in play as if trying to make up 
for the play. 

Murphy said “you can tell (Lankinen) wants to be the guy” to take his 
chance and run with it. 

“There were times in the first where we were playing well but we gave up 
a couple Grade A chances in the slot that he seemed to just shoulder 
off,” Murphy said. “That reminds us of when we had Crow before. He 
seemed to do the same thing. 
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“That’s huge for us and we’re happy for him that he’s continued to grow 
this way. He’s a fun guy to have back there.” 

Murphy gave the Hawks some breathing room at 17:18 of the second 
period with a wrist shot from the right circle over Bernier’s shoulder, and 
Janmark made it 4-1 a minute into the third, scoring on another tap-in off 
a perfect feed from Patrick Kane. 

Suter secured the hat trick on a slap shot past Bernier at 12:28 of the 
third, with teammates yelling “shoot” to deter him from passing off to 
Kane on the 2-on-1 break. 

Suter said he didn’t hear it, but of course he was going to take the shot 
with a chance for a hatless hat trick. 

“I had some chances and at the end it worked out,” Suter said. “It’s a 
great feeling and fun, gave me some confidence too.” 

All in all, the Hawks looked like a team tired of hearing how bad they’ll be 
in 2021. 

If that’s what it takes, feel free to pile on. 
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Pius Suter’s historic hat trick powers Blackhawks’ rout of Red Wings 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Jan 24, 2021, 2:51pm CST 

 

Six games into his NHL career, forward Pius Suter looks like yet another 
brilliant find by the Blackhawks’ European professional scouting 
department. 

As the Hawks slammed the Red Wings 6-2 on Sunday, Suter’s hat trick 
made him their first player since 1933 to score his first three NHL goals in 
one game. 

‘‘I was happy to get the first one, finally; it made it easier,’’ Suter said. 
‘‘After the second one, I felt like, ‘Yeah, you need to get the third.’ I had a 
few chances, and finally it worked out.’’ 

Before Suter’s eruption, teammate Dominik Kubalik had the NHL’s most 
recent rookie hat trick, having accomplished it Feb. 27 last season in 
Tampa, Florida. Fittingly, Suter and Kubalik are the most recent 
headliners in the Hawks’ long line of European imports. 

Suter’s first two goals came from driving to the net hard and finding 
pucks. But his third was a highlight-reel beauty on which he sniped a shot 
past Red Wings goalie Jonathan Bernier from the left wing on a two-on-
one rush with Patrick Kane. 

‘‘Today, [it was] great to see him break through offensively,’’ coach 
Jeremy Colliton said. ‘‘I love that he was willing to shoot on that two-on-
one; a lot of guys are just looking to give it to Kaner. And it was a really 
good sign that he continues to be a guy to want to make a play himself.’’ 

The Hawks turned in a strong effort across the board, outshooting the 
Red Wings 35-27 and pulling away in the third period to complete a two-
game series sweep. 

‘‘It does a lot,’’ said defenseman Connor Murphy, whose second-period 
goal turned the momentum permanently in the Hawks’ favor. ‘‘Even more 
so than the win, [I liked] how we seemed to piece together our game a 
little better today.’’ 
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Power play continues to be Blackhawks' strength 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 1/24/2021 5:03 PM 

 

Apparently, there's just no stopping the Blackhawks' power play, which 
has scored in all six games thus far. 

It's the longest streak to begin a season since 1990-91, when they set a 
franchise record of 11 straight. 

The Hawks were 1-for-2 during their 6-2 victory over Detroit on Sunday at 
the United Center and are 8-for-19 overall. The man-advantage tally 
against the Red Wings came when Pius Suter scored at 9:44 of the first 
period to give the Hawks a 2-0 lead. 

"We're being cleaner with the puck," said coach Jeremy Colliton. "All four 
guys (are) an option, we can break pressure and we've got two different 
ways to score as far as how the units are comprised. ... 

"We're (also) recovering a lot more pucks in the offensive zone ... and 
that helps you to create more." 

The other power-play goals have come from Alex DeBrincat (2), Dominik 
Kubalik (2), Patrick Kane, Dylan Strome and Andrew Shaw. 

Lankinen strong again: 

Kevin Lankinen made 25 saves in backstopping the Hawks to their 
victory over the Red Wings on Sunday. Lankinen stopped 55 of 58 shots 
in the two-game sweep of Detroit.                                                                                                       

"You can tell ... he wants to be the one standing there behind us," said 
defenseman Connor Murphy, whose second-period goal gave the Hawks 
a 3-1 lead. "There were times in the first (period) where we were playing 
well, but we gave up a couple Grade A chances in the slot that he 
seemed to just shoulder off. 

"That reminds you of when we had Crow (Corey Crawford). He seemed 
to do the same thing. ... You see the replay and see how big of a chance 
it really was. Happy for him that he's continued to grow this way." 

Toews update: 

Jeremy Colliton wasn't able to provide an update on how Jonathan 
Toews is doing. The Blackhawks' captain remains out with an 
undisclosed illness. 

"No change," Colliton said. "I know the medical team, they're obviously in 
touch with him. Of course we're offering our support and we (are) hoping 
things improve. But coaching staff's focused on the team we have right 
now."                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Soderberg plays: 

Carl Soderberg made his Blackhawks debut Sunday. The veteran 
centered Andrew Shaw and Mattias Janmark. He also helped on the 
penalty kill where he stole a puck that led to a clear on the Red Wings' 
first power play. 

Soderberg saw 13:48 of ice time, 3:36 of which came on the PK, and 
won 4 of 9 faceoffs. 

"He was solid," said coach Jeremy Colliton. 

Slap shots: 
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Patrick Kane extended his point streak to five games with 2 assists 
Sunday. ... Connor Murphy had a goal, an assist and was plus-4. ... Led 
by Pius Suter (5), the Hawks finished with 35 shots on goal. Only Carl 
Soderberg and Dylan Strome were shut out in this area. 
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Breaking through: Versatile Suter nets hat trick in Blackhawks' victory 
over Detroit 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 

1/24/2021 4:52 PM 

 

One thing that became abundantly clear while watching Pius Suter during 
training camp is that the rookie forward has no qualms with rubbing 
elbows, shoulders and sticks in front of the opposing goaltender. 

It's a trait that helped him rack up a whopping 30 goals in the Swiss-A 
league last season and earned him a one-year contract with the 
Blackhawks last July. 

The Hawks reaped their first serious dividends from the 24-year-old 
Sunday as Suter scored his first 3 NHL goals during a 6-2 victory over 
Detroit at the United Center. Connor Murphy, Mattias Janmark and 
Philipp Kurashev also scored for the Hawks, who are 2-3-1 after 
sweeping the Red Wings in the two-game series. 

Kevin Lankinen made 25 saves in net. 

Suter became the first Hawk to score his first 3 goals in a game since Bill 
Kendall in 1933. 

"It was a very strong game for him," said coach Jeremy Colliton, who is 
using Suter at center with Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat on the wings. 
"Even the last couple games, the production hasn't always been there, 
(but) he makes a lot of small decisions that ... protect his linemates, 
protect his teammates. Great to see him break through offensively." 

Suter's first 2 goals came in a five-minute span in the first period to give 
the Hawks a 2-0 lead. His third came with 7:32 remaining when he buried 
a wrist shot from 30 feet away while on a 2-on-1 rush with Kane. 

"I love that he was willing to shoot on that," Colliton said. "A lot of guys 
are just looking to give it to Kaner. And it was a really good sign that he 
continues to be a guy to want to make a play himself."                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Said Suter: "It was a great feeling. It was fun. Gave me some confidence, 
too. It's a good start (to) something." 

Suter opened the scoring by knocking in a rebound of a Calvin de Haan 
shot at 4:42 of the first period. Then, at 9:44, he slammed in a pass from 
Janmark after the Hawks did a masterful job of keeping the puck in the 
offensive zone while on the power play. 

Both shots came right in front of the net and were reminicient of more 
than a few goals he has scored at Fifth Third Arena during practice. 

Suter, just 5-feet-10, 175 pounds, told us afterward he's never been shy 
about sticking his nose in the dirty areas. 

"It's been always part of my game," he said. "When I went there I always 
scored a bit, so I just kept doing it." 

So might this be the second coming of Dominik Kubalik, who has shown 
a remarkable ability to score in myriad ways -- on long blasts, tip-ins, 
rebounds, on the rush, etc. It took Kubalik awhile to get going last season 
as the Hawks eased him in on the third line and gave him very little 
power-play time. 

That doesn't seem to be the case with Suter, who is centering the top line 
and also is a staple on the second PP unit. 

"He's skating better," Colliton said. "He's improved his mobility from last 
year to this year. He's a very smart player; he's really good around the 
net. But his skating has allowed him to drive play and get through the 
neutral zone (and) get out of D-zone. 

"Obviously he's playing with a couple pretty good players, but he can 
help them get out of D-zone and get attacking off the rush and in the 
offensive zone. It can really help us." 
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10 observations: Pius Suter, Blackhawks rout Red Wings 

 

Staff Report 

 

The Blackhawks defeated the Detroit Red Wings 6-2 on Sunday at the 
United Center for their second straight win. 

Here are 10 observations from the victory: 

1. Pius Suter put on a show on national television. He scored his first and 
second career NHL goal within 5:02 of each other in the opening period 
and then completed the hat trick in the third period. He became the 
second player in franchise history to record a hat trick within his first six 
NHL games; Art Somers was the other (Nov. 21, 1929), according to the 
Blackhawks. 

2. Kevin Lankinen earned his third consecutive start after stopping 30 of 
31 shots for a save percentage of .968 in Friday's 4-1 win over Detroit. 
He was solid again on Sunday, allowing only two goals on 27 shots for a 
save percentage of .926. He's allowed only three goals at 5-on-5 this 
season. 

3. The Blackhawks cashed in on their first power-play of the game, 
making it six in a row with a tally on the man advantage. It matches the 
second-longest streak to open a season in franchise history (1965-66); 
the longest power-play goal streak to open a season by a Blackhawks 
team is 11 games, set by the 1990-91 team. 

4. Connor Murphy scored his second goal of the season and also picked 
up a secondary assist. He has a four-game point streak, which is a new 
career-long. His career-high in goals for a single season is six, set during 
the 2015-16 season while with Arizona.  

5. Patrick Kane registered two assists, extending his point streak to five 
games. He has seven points (three goals, four assists) over that span. It 
was the second straight multi-point outing for Kane. 

6. Carl Soderberg made his Blackhawks debut and centered the third line 
with Mattias Janmark and Andrew Shaw; Lucas Wallmark was a healthy 
scratch. Soderberg's first shift came on the penalty kill. He logged 13:48 
of ice time. 

7. With Wallmark a healthy scratch, the Blackhawks gave Philipp 
Kurashev some power-play time on the second unit. He didn't get 
credited with an assist on Suter's power-play goal, but that goal doesn't 
happen with Kurashev, who later scored his second goal of the season. 
He's looking more comfortable by the game. 
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8. The Blackhawks had killed off six straight penalties against the Red 
Wings before giving a goal up 41 seconds into the middle frame on a 5-
on-3 opportunity and another on a 5-on-4 in the third period. The 
Blackhawks didn't do themselves any favors by committing five minor 
penalties for the second straight game. 

9. The Blackhawks scored only four 5-on-5 goals through the first five 
games. They scored four on Sunday alone. Good sign. 

10. It didn't matter in the end, but Ryan Carpenter missed a wide-open 
net on a 2-on-1 chance at the end of Detroit's power-play in the second 
period and Janmark was stuffed by Jonathan Bernier on a breakaway 
shortly after. That could've been a potential turning point if the 
Blackhawks didn't score the next goal. 
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Pius Suter’s hat trick highlights Blackhawks’ sweep of Red Wings 

 

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers  

Jan 24, 2021  

 

The Blackhawks swept their two-game home series with the Detroit Red 
Wings by winning 6-2 on Sunday afternoon. Mark Lazerus and Scott 
Powers take a look at the highlights, lowlights and everything in between: 

Scott Powers: I know we said not to put too much stock into how the 
Blackhawks fared against the Tampa Bay Lightning, the defending 
Stanley Cup champs. I’m wondering if that might also be the case for the 
Red Wings, who are inevitably going to be near the bottom of the 
standings again. 

Regardless, the Blackhawks have to be feeling pretty good about 
themselves after the two wins. Kevin Lankinen pulled ahead in the goalie 
competition with back-to-back solid starts. The offense found some life. 
Both sides of the special teams had a good series. The young players 
are getting more comfortable and being given more responsibility. The 
second win especially was how Jeremy Colliton wants this team to play. 
How about a 63.04 expected goals percentage, according to Natural Stat 
Trick? That was the best they’ve played in some time. 

What say you, Mr. Lazarus? 

Mark Lazerus: Well, first of all, I’d say it’s spelled “Lazerus.” Then, I’d say 
the hell with perspective and rational consistency. Pius Suter for Calder! 
Patrick Kane for Hart! Kevin Lankinen for Vezina! Connor Murphy for Art 
Ross! Honestly, I’m really not even sure how they’re going to squeeze in 
a seventh Stanley Cup banner. Looking at the rafters as I type this, some 
Norris Division championships are going to have to be removed or 
consolidated to clear the space. 

All kidding aside, the Blackhawks did exactly what you’re supposed to do 
against bad teams — which was no sure thing, because a lot of people 
had the Blackhawks “contending” with Detroit for worst team in the 
division, if not the league. It’s only two games, so take it for what it is, but 
since the start of the second period Friday night, the Blackhawks 
generally dominated the Red Wings with more shots, more attempts, 
more scoring chances, and yes, more goals. 

Yes, Detroit is awful. Yes, Lankinen got a much better draw than Malcolm 
Subban and Collin Delia did. But yes, the Blackhawks looked pretty darn 
good these past two games. And they’re getting production and good 
performances from a lot of the new guys, not just Kane and Duncan 
Keith. We’ll learn more about this overhauled team with every game, and 
a back-to-back in Nashville will give us an even better idea of what they 

are and what they can do. But after a disastrous first few games, the 
Blackhawks are 2-0-1 in their past three. And they’ve looked pretty good 
doing it. That’s not nothing. 

Let’s dive into the observations: 

1. Suter made a living in the National League in Switzerland by being at 
the right place at the right time. When he led the league in scoring last 
season, a majority of his points came from rebounds and just being 
around the net. A few people described him as “opportunistic.” 

The question was whether that ability would translate to the NHL. It’s one 
thing to do it in Switzerland and another obviously in the NHL. 

In training camp, Suter was able to play that way, but the question then 
became whether he’d be able to find that same space and holes when 
the game got physical and big and strong defensemen were in his way. 

So far, Suter has proven he’s capable of doing that at any level. 

Suter’s first and second NHL goals Sunday were perfect examples of 
what he does so well. 

On the first goal, Kane passes the puck to Calvin de Haan along the left 
boards. De Haan puts the puck on net. It hits a few bodies, bounces off 
the goalie and Suter is waiting alone on the other side of the net for the 
tap-in. 

Suter felt some ease after getting his first one out of the way. 

“I was happy to get the first one,” Suter said. “Finally. Made it easier 
after. Then after the second one, I felt like, yeah you need to get that 
third one, especially when the second one is that early. So I had some 
chances and at the end and it worked out. It was a great feeling. It was 
fun. Gave me some confidence too. It’s a good start (to) something. Keep 
going.” 

On the second goal, a power-play one, Philipp Kurashev shoots from the 
left circle and creates some confusion. Mattias Janmark eventually ends 
up with the puck in the high slot. Red Wings defenseman Filip Hronek 
recognizes Janmark has a few options and dives to the ice. Janmark 
shows patience, skates around Hronek and places the puck on Suter’s 
stick at the front of the net. 

Suter nearly had a hat trick in the first period. His eyes had to light up 
when set up by Janmark for a great chance later in the period. Suter did 
get redemption in the third period and completed the hat trick. First goal 
and first hat trick, not a bad Sunday afternoon for Suter. 

Colliton had an idea what Suter could be as the Blackhawks pursued 
signing him last season, but it wasn’t until Suter arrived that the 
Blackhawks could really know whether he’d work out. 

“I watched him quite a bit last year when we were trying to sign him, and 
then the beginning of this season,” Colliton said. “I think he’s skating 
better. He’s improved his mobility from last year to this year. He’s a very 
smart player, he’s really good around the net, but his skating has allowed 
him to drive play and get through the neutral zone, get out of D-zone. 
Obviously, he’s playing with a couple pretty good players, but he can 
help them get out of D-zone and get attacking off the rush and in the 
offensive zone. It can really help us. 

“It was a very strong game for him. But going back, even the last couple 
games, the production hasn’t always been there, (but) he makes a lot of 
small decisions that add up to being stable, protect his linemates, protect 
his teammates. Today, great to see him break through offensively. I love 
that he was willing to shoot on that two-on-one; a lot of guys are just 
looking to give it to Kaner. And it was a really good sign that he continues 
to be a guy to want to make a play himself.” 

2. Connor Murphy is a player who takes a lot of pride in being a so-called 
“stay-at-home” defenseman. His primary focus, always, is to prevent 
goals, not to score them. But every hockey player, from the little kids at 
the local rink to the NHL players in the arena, wants to score. 
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So while Murphy isn’t exactly making a concerted effort to produce during 
his career-high four-game point streak — during which he has two goals 
and three assists, including one of each on Sunday — he’s sure hoping 
it’ll last a while. 

“Everyone can get used to scoring, yes,” he said with a laugh. “It’s 
something that you always have fun with. There’s definitely a lot of 
emotion that goes into scoring with the fans and especially at home with 
our building and goal song. That’s something that everyone misses. I 
imagine the guys that score a lot, like Kaner, miss that even more than 
when I get mine here and there. It’s fun either way.” 

Murphy had a whale of a game, with a goal, an assist and a plus-4 rating 
in 22 minutes, 22 seconds of ice time. His goal wasn’t just important, 
sending the Blackhawks into the second intermission with a two-goal 
lead instead of a one-goal lead, but it was a beauty. Jumping in the play 
at the right time, Detroit sent the puck right on his stick, and he sniped a 
shot through traffic past Jonathan Bernier to make it 3-1. 

Murphy has had four three-game point streaks in his career, but he has 
never cracked the 20-point mark in a season. Through six games this 
year, he has five points. 

“He’s so strong in battles and getting on the right side and physical,” 
Colliton said. “He helps us get out of D-zone. I think his puck play has 
continued to improve. He’s making a lot more clean plays on the 
breakout once he does get the puck back and that helps. I think he’s also 
willing to join as a fourth or fifth guy on the attack whether that’s off the 
breakout or like on his goal where ends up joining. It’s kind of a broken 
play, but he’s there and nice finish.” 

3. Murphy didn’t exactly mince words when comparing the challenge of 
facing Detroit at home to facing Nashville (or any other Central Division 
team) on the road. 

“Obviously, a small sample size tonight,” Murphy said. “We have big tests 
coming up against better teams on paper, for sure. Those are the games 
that seem to show what you have and what you don’t. So it’ll be fun to 
get back on the road and see what we have.” 

4. Janmark didn’t do much in the first five games. With Soderberg coming 
in, Janmark seemed like a possible candidate to come out of the lineup. 

Colliton opted for Lucas Wallmark instead, and Janmark proved Colliton 
right throughout Sunday’s game. 

Janmark had the assist on Suter’s second goal. He should have had 
another assist on the following play. 

He later had a breakaway chance, which he didn’t convert, off a pass 
from Keith. Finally, Janmark did score, though he’ll surely be giving a lot 
of credit to Kane on this one. 

Janmark was especially effective at getting the puck into the offensive 
zone. He led the Blackhawks with seven controlled entries, according to 
Sportlogiq. 

5. Calvin de Haan picked up his second point in as many games when 
Suter banged home his rebound in the first period. De Haan scored his 
first goal of the season on Friday when he fired a rocket from the point 
past Thomas Greiss. When asked about the big shot, when goal scoring 
isn’t exactly his forte, de Haan feigned offense. 

“What do you mean, it’s not my forte?” de Haan asked. “You haven’t 
seen my HockeyDB?” 

A quick check at hockeydb.com shows that de Haan scored exactly one 
goal in each of the past three seasons. But hey, every bit helps. 

“It was a good feeling,” de Haan said. “Scoring is always fun.” 

6. Brandon Hagel spent his life trying to get to the NHL, and he finally 
made it on March 11. His parents were there. His brother was, too. A 
couple of friends made it, as well. The Blackhawks won 6-2, and Hagel 
acquitted himself well in just less than 12 minutes of ice time (his four 

shots on goal were second on the team to Kane’s ridiculous 11). He 
looked like he belonged. “A dream come true,” he called it. 

The next day, the league shut down. 

“Definitely frustrating,” Hagel said. “But there’s not much I could’ve done, 
or anyone could’ve done.” 

So Hagel had to wait 10 months to get back into a game. When he finally 
did, in the fourth game of the season, he made an instant impact with his 
speed and tenacity. And he hasn’t come out of the lineup since. His rise 
has come at Matthew Highmore’s expense — Highmore was a healthy 
scratch for the third straight game Sunday — but that’s just part of the 
business. Hagel said he isn’t letting the competition, and the need to be 
at his best every night just to stay in the lineup, stress him too much. 

“I just have to stick to my game and what makes me really good,” he 
said. “You don’t worry about the things behind the scenes, you take it 
game by game. You do the right things, get rewarded for it. It’s not too 
much pressure. For myself, it’s just consistency, keep playing and 
working hard every single night, and I think I’ll be rewarded for it.” 

7. Kevin Lankinen didn’t challenge a whole lot Sunday, but this save 
stood out. 

Lankinen finished with 25 saves, a relatively quiet game. But that’s what 
the Blackhawks are looking for out of their goaltending — calm, poised, 
uneventful efforts. He’s certainly earned the confidence of his 
teammates. 

“He’s great, yeah,” Murphy said. “He’s a competitor and he seems to 
have that poise about him, and he’s impressive. He seems to take his 
game really serious and prepares really well — a guy that you can tell 
wants to be the guy, and wants to be the one standing there behind us 
and being able to take any situation. He seemed to do that. There were 
times in the first where we were playing well, but we gave up a couple 
Grade-A chances in the slot that he seemed to just shoulder off. That 
reminds you of when we had (Corey Crawford) before, he seemed to do 
the same thing. Those guys that show they can be good starters are 
ones that are able to make saves, make them look a little easier. Then 
you see the replay and see how big of a chance it really was.” 

8.  After us not covering any of the games in the bubble last season, it 
was unknown how much we’d be able to hear from the players on the 
ice. 

Honestly, you can’t hear a lot distinctly. You hear voices, but you can’t 
make out what’s being said. The most vocal person has probably been 
Ian Mitchell. He seems to always be communicating. He mentioned why 
recently. 

“I think it just helps me get engaged in the play and in the game,” Mitchell 
said during training camp. “When someone’s out there taking charge, 
being loud, it settles everyone on the ice down. I’ve just learned these 
last couple of years how important it is to be communicative on the ice. 
Just be assertive and stand out any way I can.” 

9. Let’s talk about the Blackhawks’ third goal, the one Murphy scored. It’s 
all created by the Blackhawks’ breakout and entry. 

The Red Wings are playing a 1-2-2 forecheck. Below, you can see 
Anthony Mantha is playing the Red Wings’ F1. Mantha’s job is to 
pressure the puck. 

Strome eliminates Mantha from the equation by passing the puck to 
Nikita Zadorov behind the net. Mantha follows the puck. Zadorov then 
passes to Murphy and Murphy sends it back to Strome. 

Strome carries the puck into the neutral zone and draws the Red Wings’ 
next checker. Strome has Dominik Kubalik skating toward the blue line. 
With the Red Wings’ defensemen backpedaling and not aggressively 
defending the blue line, it’s an easy play for Strome to get Kubalik the 
puck and Kubalik to cleanly enter the offensive zone. 
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Kubalik enters the zone and assesses his options. Without an obvious 
move, he slows up, skates in a circle and waits for his teammates to 
enter him into the zone. Strome skates into some space in the left circle 
and Kubalik passes to him. 

Strome receives the pass and continues his path to the net. The Red 
Wings’ defense collapses on him. 

What Strome does best is distribute the puck and find open teammates. 
Murphy works his way into the open space in the high slot, and Strome 
finds him. 

There’s nothing fancy about the play, but it just shows you how a 
successful breakout and entry can quickly lead to a scoring chance. 

10. The Blackhawks’ fourth line of Brandon Hagel, David Kampf and 
Ryan Carpenter was dominant in the win. In 8:01 of five-on-five ice time, 
the line had a 13-3 advantage in shot attempts, 7-1 shots on goal and 4-0 
in high-danger chances. The line had an 87.52 expected goals 
percentage. 

Colliton spoke about Hagel’s contribution to the line after the game. 

“Really happy with Hags,” Colliton said. “He’s skating really well, he’s 
pressuring the puck, there’s not a lot of glide in his game. He protects the 
guys he’s on the ice with by getting back above the puck when he 
doesn’t have it and putting pressure on, causing turnovers. It’s allowed 
them to play a little more in the offensive zone, and when you’re playing 
against the other team’s good players, that’s what you need to do — you 
can’t just be defending all the time. The three of them, they’ve had some 
really good five-on-five shifts the last couple games. And we’d like to use 
Hags a little bit on the kill as well, so that can be some area of growth for 
him. 

11. Kurashev is gaining more and more of Colliton’s trust. Kurashev 
made his debut on the second power-play unit on Sunday. 

“I think his skill set, he’s got it in him to play the power play,” Colliton said 
of Kurashev. “You just want to be careful with young players and not give 
them too much too early. Sometimes you lose your focus and stop doing 
the things you need to do five-on-five, but I thought he was good again 
tonight. To me, it’s just skating. I think he’s always been a good skater, 
but just his willingness to keep his feet moving and drive, drive with the 
puck, get through the neutral zone, skate to put pressure on to force 
turnovers. He’s made some really big strides in the last few weeks. So, 
we’re going to reward that. 

12. Colliton was asked for updates on Jonathan Toews and Brent 
Seabrook before the game and didn’t have much to provide. Colliton said 
there wasn’t a timetable on Seabrook’s return. 

“No update, no change,” Colliton said of Toews. “I know the medical 
team, they’re obviously in touch with him. Of course, we’re offering our 
support and hoping things improve, but coaching staff’s focused on the 
team we have right now.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: 10 NHL executives give their take on the Pierre-
Luc Dubois-Patrik Laine trade 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jan 24, 2021  

 

Jarmo Kekalainen spoke to two-thirds of the league about young center 
Pierre-Luc Dubois but in the end, the Blue Jackets GM made the deal so 
many people thought was destined to happen. 

I think back to my column on Jan. 4, tying the Dubois and Patrik Laine 
situations together and wondering how each GM would fare in such a 
tough spot. 

Ultimately, they helped each other out. 

“It is a good move for both teams, as it gets two players who clearly didn’t 
want to be there out and both teams brought in a young, top player who I 
assume will want to be with their new team,’’ former Flyers GM Ron 
Hextall said Saturday. “That should help the chemistry in both locker-
rooms. It puts your leadership group and your coach in an unenviable 
and awkward position if you have a malcontent player, particularly in this 
case, with the quality of players involved.’’ 

It will be fascinating to go back in five years and 10 years to debate this 
deal. 

For now, I canvassed several front-office executives from NHL teams 
and asked them for their take on Saturday’s blockbuster trade. 

Team exec No. 1 

“It’s a rare example of a trade that might benefit both teams equally. But I 
give Jarmo a lot of credit. He pulled this off while things were playing out 
with Dubois and his coach rather publicly. That’s no easy feat. Getting 
Laine signed will be a big part of how we view this deal. That won’t be 
easy. But I think if anyone can corral Laine and get the best out of him, 
it’s Jarmo. He knows the player as well as anyone. I think it was a 
calculated bet on his part. 

“And from Winnipeg’s point of view, you might argue the Jets have the 
deepest centre ice depth in the league, (Mark) Scheifele-Dubois 1-2 and 
then (Paul) Stastny and (Adam) Lowry. Jesus Christ. (Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff) did a good job in a tough situation. It’s one of those rare 
win-win trades.’’ 

Team exec No. 2 

“I love this deal for Winnipeg. You just don’t get 22-year-old No. 1 
centers. I know Laine is the sexier name and he’s going to score 40 
goals a year but we have Dubois rated really high. He’s going to produce 
offensively but it’s his work all over the ice that’s so impressive. He’s a 
big guy. Winnipeg’s depth down the middle is really impressive now. You 
can go Dubois-Schefeile or go Schefeile-Dubois, doesn’t matter, plus 
Lowry. That’s really, really good. 

“Maybe for Columbus aside from Laine, the dart here is (Jack) Roslovic. 
But if he ends up a No. 3 center/utility guy instead of a No. 2 center, then 
that’s tough… I just really like this deal for Winnipeg.’’ 

Team exec No. 3 

“This is a trade that checks boxes for both sides. The situation in 
Columbus had come to a head and they needed to make a deal quickly. 
They acquired a top sniper and a developing player with some upside but 
they lost a top center and they aren’t deep at that position.  Laine gives 
Columbus some star power in their lineup but it will be interesting to see 
how his and (Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella’s) personality mesh. 

“Winnipeg knew their days with Laine were numbered and Roslovic was 
holding out so they parlayed them into a very good center who should 
play on the second line and make them very difficult to match up with 
down the middle.  It is always more difficult to acquire centermen so 
Winnipeg had to give up a little more.  Winnipeg also get a locked-in and 
reasonable cap hit for another season which is significant in a flat cap 
world. 

“For me, this deal is a win-win for both sides as both teams got rid of 
distractions and are now able to move forward.’’ 

Team exec No. 4 

“I think it’s a great move by Winnipeg.  Another heavy two-way player 
that will keep a strong top-6 together.  Gave up two good players but 
both were not going to be there past this season. 
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“Columbus gets a solid return but will be determined by whether Roslovic 
can reach his potential and how Laine acclimates to Columbus and Torts. 

“Thank God it’s a hockey trade too!  Need more of them.’’ 

Team exec No. 5 

“Obviously, both GMs were in a bind with players who wanted out. This 
deal is one where two organizations mitigated their losses. However, it’s 
also a deal where each team gave up and received an A-level player. 
Columbus got a game-breaking goal scorer and an emerging young 
center. They definitely got the better in terms of quantity. Winnipeg got a 
high end, very skilled center, who along with Mark Scheifele, will stabilize 
them down the middle (potentially) for a number of years. That’s a very 
enviable situation. In the end, the final analysis might very well hinge on 
whether either of these teams can keep their newly acquired players for 
the long haul.’’ 

Team exec No. 6 

“Good, unhappy players being traded for each other. Normally you get a 
bunch of assets for the best player but in this case pretty equal when you 
factor in ages, etc.” 

Team exec No. 7 

“Makes sense for both sides for obvious reasons (disgruntled, young top-
line players); on balance, prefer WPG’s return.’’ 

Team exec No. 8 

“Like it for both teams. More so for Winnipeg though. CBJ needs skill and 
this solves that. Dubois and Scheifele together will be very good. And I 
think it helps Winnipeg’s dressing room chemistry.’’ 

Team exec No. 9 

“Seems to me that both teams did as well as they could given the 
circumstances. Both got rid of issues and gained very good players in 
return. Players that, if happy and productive, will benefit and make both 
teams better going forward. Furthermore, both teams got ahead of the 
problem early to give them each a chance to succeed rather than be 
forced to possibly take a lesser deal later in the season.’’ 

Team exec No. 10 

“I think this worked out for two teams who aren’t interested in rebuilding. 
These are two teams who want to make the playoffs. A futures deal for 
each of these teams would not have been desirable. So to be able to do 
a player-for-player deal helps these two teams out for sure. I think 
Winnipeg did a bit better because they get a top center and that kind of 
player is difficult to get. But I give Jarmo a lot of credit for doing the best 
you really could under those circumstances.’’ 

My own take 

It’s possible Kekalainen could have made a better deal had he waited for 
the summer or the April 12 trade deadline. I’m fairly confident a better 
deal might have emerged around the July draft when teams can swing 
for the fences more liberally and not worry about the salary cap until 
opening night. I think that’s what he wanted to do. But the situation with 
Dubois and his coach had become untenable to the point where 
everything shifted into high gear this past week. After all, the Jackets 
want to make the playoffs again and there’s also the aspect of salvaging 
the season before it goes off the rails. 

So in that context, under very public circumstances, I do think Kekalainen 
made the best possible deal in this set of circumstances. And he avoided 
making a futures deal which would have really set the franchise back. 
They beat Tampa Bay two years ago in the first round and Toronto in the 
play-in last summer. The Jackets aren’t interested in a rebuild. 

The wild-card for me is Roslovic. If he becomes a No. 2 center it really 
improves the overall quality of this deal along with the 40 goals a year 
you’ll get from the uber-talented Laine. 

But in saying all that, I think the Jets are the slight winners here, 
especially if they can extend Dubois next summer. A 1-2 punch at center 
of Dubois and Scheifele is tremendous. And the fact that Cheveldayoff 
was able to leverage that kind of player by solving his own issues with 
two players who wanted out of his own team makes it even more 
impressive. I see a young Jonathan Toews in Dubois and I don’t say that 
lightly. 

This could end up a win-win, but for now, I’ll give the edge to Winnipeg. 

A final thought on the Montreal Canadiens here as well. Canadiens GM 
Marc Bergevin was still trying late on Friday night. But in the category of 
“the best trades you make are sometimes the ones you never pull the 
trigger on” this might be the case. 

I’m pretty confident in saying that Kekalainen was going to make 
Bergevin pay a Quebec supertax to get Dubois in Bleu, Blanc et Rouge. 
While the idea of Dubois joining a deep lineup in Montreal had obvious 
appeal, I think the Canadiens might have regretted it if the price is what I 
think it was (I don’t want to speculate because I haven’t confirmed it 100 
percent). 

The Habs, since the bubble last summer, have something special going 
on. It’s a team playing for each other and now after an outstanding 
offseason of moves is the deepest team Bergevin has had in his nine 
years on the job. But more to the point, why mess with the obvious 
chemistry this team has? Every player is finally in the right role. It’s 
working. Leave it alone. I don’t blame Bergevin for trying, there’s a 
certain price in his mind that might have worked without touching too 
much of the fabric. But the price Kekalainen had in mind wasn’t worth it.  
Besides, the better fit for Dubois was in Winnipeg. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs attempting to out-sprint competition with 
condensed schedule 

 

Chris Johnston 

January 24, 2021, 10:11 PM 

 

Heavy hearts inside the Toronto Maple Leafs organization. Heavy legs in 
all four corners of the dressing room. 

It was a sombre Sunday with news of George Armstrong’s death and a 
quirky 2 p.m. game to be played under conditions that screamed 
“schedule loss.” The Leafs landed in Calgary some 20 hours before puck 
drop and hadn’t had a chance to come up for air since training camp 
began three weeks ago. The Flames hadn’t played in six days. 

“It was our seventh game in 12 days and travelling out here and then 
having to play a 2 o’clock game, it’s a tough ask. And then you’re playing 
against a rested team,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. “This one we 
felt would not be pretty.” 

The only beauty to be found in a 3-2 victory was the two points it added 
to their total in the North Division standings and the strong play of backup 
goalie Jack Campbell, who continues to build a case for giving Frederik 
Andersen more nights of rest. 

But what was even more telling than the game itself was the way Keefe, 
in particular, approached the circumstances of the day. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 
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CHOOSE PLAN 

He broke from tradition in the typical pre-game meeting to honour 
Armstrong rather than focusing on finer points of the Flames attack or 
details of defensive emphasis. Keefe is 40 and never came close to 
seeing the man known as “Chief” play. Many of his players are a 
generation younger than that and may not have even realized that 
Armstrong spent 75 years with the organization, captaining the Leafs 
during their last Stanley Cup win in 1967 but also serving as a coach, 
assistant general manager, scout and community ambassador. 

The message that came with a video about Armstrong’s life is telling 
about the mindset of the club in the here and now. 

“What we talked about is just how efforts like [those from Armstrong] 
back in the 60’s in particular -- the last time the Leafs won the Cup -- 
that’s the reason why Leaf Nation is as strong as it is,” said Keefe. 
“That’s why generations of families grow up as Leaf fans, because of 
those efforts, and we have a role to play to continue to build upon that.” 

There was nothing scripted about the way Auston Matthews paid tribute 
to Armstrong in his post-game availability with reporters. He actually 
interrupted a member of the team’s public relations staff running the 
Zoom call to make sure he could get in a few words before the questions 
started. 

“First off, I just want to extend my condolences to the Armstrong family,” 
said Matthews. “Obviously George was an incredible ambassador for the 
city of Toronto and the Maple Leafs. He paved the way for guys like us 
that are obviously trying to accomplish something big here.” 

This is not a group hiding from its aspirations. 

When it was revealed recently that their season is being documented by 
behind-the-scenes cameras for an upcoming series on Amazon Prime, a 
couple players mentioned that they welcomed it because of where they 
expect to go. 

Keefe is pushing hard, too. 

The Leafs expect to have a great regular season and are putting the 
pedal down during this 5-2-0 start. Under different circumstances, 
Matthews may have been given another precautionary game off after 
sitting out Friday’s win over Edmonton because of a hand injury and not 
having skated with any purpose since Wednesday. 

Instead he logged 21:42 against the Flames despite both he and the 
coach acknowledging that he was missing some explosiveness in his 
stride. 

“I think that first period I just tried to get my legs going and then I kind of 
felt a little bit better towards the second half of the game,” said Matthews. 

A trend is developing here. No NHL forward is averaging more minutes 
than Mitch Marner (24:03) so far and beyond that only Anze Kopitar 
(23:52) and Mark Scheifele (23:32) are getting more playing time than 
Matthews (23:07). 

With a Cup on their minds and a compacted 56-game schedule inside 
their agendas, the Leafs are attempting to sprint ahead of the 
competition. 

They needed some good bounces to beat Calgary on Sunday, seeing all 
three pucks that got behind Jacob Markstrom go in off a piece of 
equipment other than a stick. Campbell took care of the rest with 31 
saves. 

“Soup was an absolute rockstar for us,” said Matthews. 

The Leafs have now beaten every team in the division except Vancouver 
and won’t see the struggling Canucks for the first time until Feb. 4. Given 
the binary nature of results in a season featuring only intra-division play, 
that’s a fantastic start. 

There are process-related objectives they’ll need to improve upon, 
including finding ways to more consistently generate quality chances 

from their time in the offensive zone and ideally creating a mix on the 
fourth line that can be trusted to play. 

But you won’t find them chopping apart their victories right now, 
particularly with the challenging pace of the schedule. 

Results are what matter when your goal is to hang another banner 
beside the one Armstrong and Co. put up 54 years ago. The standard 
needs to be set high. That’s why Keefe made sure not to allow 
Armstrong’s death to pass without special mention on Sunday afternoon. 

“When you’re in this every single day, you’re in the moment, you’re taking 
care of what you can control,” he said. “I do think it’s important to stop 
and pause every now and again just to look at the bigger picture and 
recognize that what we’re doing here every day is for a greater purpose 
beyond ourselves. 

“And we have a role to play within how we prepare and how we play and 
people like George showed the way.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why George Armstrong was the best captain the Maple 
Leafs ever had 

 

Kristina Rutherford 

January 24, 2021, 12:01 PM 

 

George Armstrong would stand in front of the full-length mirror in the 
locker room, his arms skinny like broomsticks, teeth in his hand and belly 
puffed out. 

“You’re beautiful, Chiefy-cat,” he’d say, flexing his muscles as his 
teammates roared with laughter. 

This was the ‘Chief’: the Toronto Maple Leafs captain who doubled as 
locker-room joker. 

“George always kept things light,” recalled fellow Hall of Famer and 
former teammate Red Kelly back in 2013, chuckling. “Toronto was lucky 
to have him, in good times and bad.” 

Armstrong, nicknamed Chief because of his Iroquois heritage, died at the 
age of 90. The team announced his passing on Sunday. 

One of the first players of Indigenous descent to play professional hockey 
and the longest-serving captain in Maple Leafs history, Armstrong played 
his first full season for the Blue and White in 1952. He was named 
captain six years later by team owner Conn Smythe and wore the “C” for 
12 seasons, leading the Leafs to four Stanley Cups. During the unlikely 
run in 1967 against the Montreal Canadiens, it was the Chief who scored 
the Cup-clinching goal on an empty net. 

“He got over centre and he shot the puck, straight as an arrow,” Kelly 
said. 

It’s a moment burned in the memory of many a Leafs fan; the last time 
Toronto hoisted Lord Stanley’s mug. 

Despite all of Armstrong’s accomplishments, he long remained one of the 
game’s most underrated leaders. The big right winger wasn’t a fast 
skater and he didn’t have a great shot; critics didn’t even think he’d crack 
the NHL. But he was a hard worker and in his 21 seasons in Toronto, he 
tallied 296 goals and 417 assists in 1,187 games. 

Smythe called No. 10 “the best captain the Leafs have ever had.” Coach 
Punch Imlach thought so much of Armstrong’s leadership that when the 
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Chief retired for a short time after the 1967 season, Imlach left the 
captain position open in case he came back (he did). 

“Some people thought I was nuts to hold the job open, but I never 
thought so,” Imlach later wrote. “George Armstrong did more for the 
Maple Leafs than any other hockey player who played for me. He always 
felt that he had a responsibility to the game, that it gave him a lot and he 
was always trying to put some of it back.” 

Armstrong wasn’t the type to give speeches. He led by example, the last 
guy off the ice after practice. When Jim McKenny joined the Leafs as a 
rookie, Armstrong taught him to work the corners and boards, told him to 
stay out of league politics, even tried to make sure he made curfew. He 
treated everyone with the same respect, from first-liners to players who 
rode the bench. And he used his off-ice antics to help his teammates 
keep loose before big games. 

“He’d always come up with something at the spur of the moment,” Kelly 
said. “It was just like, boom, out of nowhere, he’d hit the target and he’d 
have us all laughing.” 

Armstrong went on to coach the Ontario Hockey Association’s Toronto 
Marlboros for three seasons, leading them to a Memorial Cup 
championship in 1975, the same year he was enshrined in the Hall of 
Fame. He even reluctantly took over behind the bench for the Leafs 
during the 1988–89 season, a short stint before starting a job as a scout 
for the Toronto club. 

The Chief was a private guy who didn’t do interviews or make many 
appearances, which McKenny said was a shame, since Armstrong was 
such a great personality. 

“He always [took] it upon himself to entertain,” said McKenny, chuckling. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' emotional weekend ends with hollow feeling as Oilers 
stymie late rally 

 

Ken Wiebe 

January 25, 2021, 1:41 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- There’s nothing quite like an unexpected shot to the solar 
plexus to end an emotional weekend. 

With the Winnipeg Jets wrapping up the busiest stretch of the NHL 
season after the organization completed a blockbuster deal involving a 
guy who was viewed as a franchise cornerstone, this rollercoaster 
evening included a stirring rally to take the lead late in the third period but 
concluded with a buzzer-beater from Leon Draisaitl. 

Just like that, the Jets were left to deal with a hard-luck loss as the Oilers 
snatched defeat from the arms of victory. Oilers 4, Jets 3. 

Even earning a single point and getting the game to overtime probably 
would have palatable, given that this was the fifth game in seven days. 
Ending up with nothing left a hollow feeling for a group that had won 
three consecutive games against the Ottawa Senators after a lacklustre 
showing against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

“There’s no excuses,” said Jets forward Nikolaj Ehlers, who scored in the 
third period and has four goals during the past four games. “We were 
behind and we battled our way back and didn’t end up getting the two 
points. The way we played today, we deserved at least a point. That 
sucks, but we’ve got a game in two days and we want to get those two 
points so we’re gonna look forward now.” 

Considering the Jets didn’t play with the lead for a single minute until the 
fourth game of the season, it stands to reason that slamming the door 
remains a work in progress. 

Losing leads is something that is going to happen over the course off a 
season. That doesn’t take away the sting. 

Nor does it take away the importance of closing out games -- especially 
against teams that are quickly approaching in the rearview mirror. 

A topsy-turvy third period saw the Jets erase a 2-1 deficit with goals from 
Ehlers and Blake Wheeler to take the lead with just under five minutes to 
play. 

That ability to rally under tough circumstances is what Jets head coach 
Paul Maurice is going to focus in on. 

Blowing a late lead doesn’t erase the resilience shown, though it’s a 
reminder of how difficult it is to win -- especially when two of the most 
talented players in the NHL raise their respective level with the game on 
the line. 

“The real positive for the game is our third (period). To come out and find 
that in the tank, I was really impressed with that,” said Maurice. “So, it’s a 
brutal way to end the game, for sure. But I will be left with how hard they 
pushed in the third. I’m really, really pleased with those guys finding that 
gear. That was just about character in the third and it’s a tough lesson, 
the way it ended, but I’m really, really proud of them.” 

If come-from-behind wins (like the one the Jets had in the season opener 
or last Tuesday against the Senators, when 3-1 deficits turned into 
overtime wins) are something that teams use as a springboard for future 
success, is there any concern about lingering residue when a team 
suffers a heartbreaking loss? 

“You always deal with the hockey part of it. That’s always the easiest part 
in the NHL, dealing with that,” said Maurice. “We’ll look at this next game 
with a real strong focus, not real happy with the way it ended and feeling 
that we could have been in better control of our destiny at times. 

“We did an awful lot of good things, but there’s also going to be a bit of a 
light at the end of the tunnel.” 

That light at the end of the tunnel for the Jets will be closing out this 
stretch of six games in nine days. 

But head coach Dave Tippett of the Edmonton Oilers opted for the 
nuclear option, tapped Connor McDavid on the shoulder and asked him 
to go out on the ice with Leon Draisaitl and Kailer Yamamoto. Folks have 
seen this movie before and thanks to a strong offensive-zone shift, 
McDavid was able to thread the needle to Yamamoto for the tying goal. 

Then, after the Jets killed off a minor penalty to Dylan DeMelo, Draisaitl 
find a quiet spot in the slot and ripped home the game-winning goal after 
taking a pass from McDavid. 

Game. Set. Match. 

“Yeah, they are good players, and they are going to do damage when 
given opportunities like that,” said Adam Lowry, who was frustrated by 
what happened on the game-winner. “So, I think I just get caught on the 
back-side there and vacate the slot as I’m worried about Nugent-
Hopkins, and it goes right to the guy in the middle and he buries it. It’s 
unfortunate.” 

Although the Jets did a great job of neutralizing McDavid and Draisaitl for 
a good chunk of the game, the late offensive eruption is precisely why 
the Jets went out and made the blockbuster move for Pierre-Luc Dubois, 
to give them another two-way weapon down the middle in the matchup 
game. 

One of the most important decisions in this contest came late in the first 
period on a coach’s challenge by Tippett. 

The Jets thought they had taken a 2-0 lead on a goal from Andrew Copp. 
After Mikko Koskinen stopped a shot from Ehlers, the puck was loose 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 25, 2021 

 

and Copp got a piece of it -- but he also caught the glove of the Oilers 
goalie with his stick. 

Although the puck appeared to already be behind Koskinen, the referees 
disallowed the goal because of the contact that was made. 

“It’s a goal,” said Maurice. “For me, I think the puck is past his glove. I’m 
not even sure that there’s contact there. They felt it was close, so there’s 
no argument.” 

Jets centre Lowry didn’t feel like the group sagged after the goal was 
disallowed. 

“Sometimes those, I just feel like you flip a coin and see how it comes 
out,” said Lowry, who scored his third goal of the season. “I don’t see a 
whole lot on that, I feel like we’ve had ones where there’s more contact 
against us… They must have seen something that stopped Koskinen’s 
ability to make the save, so they make that ruling and we just have to 
regroup from there. I don’t see that we let that affect us negatively, it’s 
unfortunate though because (Copp) had a heck of a first period and really 
deserved that one.” 

Tippett wasn’t sure it was goalie interference, but figured the challenge 
was worth the risk even if it didn't work out, given how his team was 
playing. 

“I was so frustrated with the way we were playing, I was going to 
(challenge) it anyhow,” said Tippett. 

Instead of being down by a pair of goals and scrambling, the Oilers 
steadied themselves and then came out stronger in the second period, 
getting a rebound goal from Ryan Nugent-Hopkins just 21 seconds in. 

Jesse Puljujarvi made the most of his promotion to the top line alongside 
McDavid and Nugent-Hopkins. Aside from his strong net drive and 
primary assist on the goal from Nugent-Hopkins, Pulujarvi was around 
the puck, generating scoring chances and engaged physically. 

That’s the template for Puljujarvi to remain in that spot -- or to get more 
future looks. 

A lack of secondary scoring had been a major storyline for the Oilers in 
the early stage of the season but Kyle Turris put a dent in that well-
deserved narrative with a well-placed shot over the glove of Jets backup 
Laurent Brossoit. 

By the time the buzzer sounded on the period, the Oilers had outshot the 
Jets 19-6, outscored them 2-0 and had barely given up any scoring 
chances. The Oilers were fresh, while the Jets looked like a team that 
was playing for the fifth time in seven nights. 

Just when you thought the Oilers had taken full control, the Jets scored 
twice in the third to pull ahead by a goal. 

Instead of rolling over, the Oilers found a way to rally and they’ve now 
won two of the past three games going into Tuesday’s rematch. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.25.2021 

1200493 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom's steady play undone by more bad bounces as 
Maple Leafs top Flames 

 

EricFrancisJanuary 24, 2021, 9:03 PM 

 

CALGARY -- The last time Jacob Markstrom was beaten by a clean shot 
was opening night in Winnipeg. 

No wonder he’s been the story in Calgary four games in. 

Both goals the Vancouver Canucks scored on him in their two-game 
Saddledome set bounced in off Flames defenders. He still won both, 
picking up a shutout in the first. 

Then came Sunday afternoon’s matchup against a Leafs team that 
repeatedly sent some of the league’s biggest names in alone, only to be 
thwarted by the big man. 

However, by game’s end, the Leafs celebrated three fortuitous bounces 
that found the net to hand Markstrom and the Flames their first regulation 
loss of the season, 3-2. 

Make no mistake, the Flames didn’t necessarily deserve a better fate, as 
they were the second-best team in a scrimmage both teams felt was 
sloppy. 

However, when a harmless redirect heading towards the corner careens 
in off your defenceman’s leg for the game-winner you shake your head 
and move on. 

“For sure lucky bounces,” said the Flames 30-year-old netminder, who 
has been the team’s best player ever since he signed his six-year, $36-
million deal. 

“Hopefully these bounces are going to stop. Keep working hard and you 
create your own luck.” 

Remaining Time -0:44 

Markstrom reflects on season and schedule, says 'nothing is normal' 

Full marks to the Leafs, whose inability to convert a Mitch Marner 
breakaway and endless high-danger scoring chances was made up for 
with a trio of goals in which they capitalized on the age-old strategy of 
sending traffic towards the net. 

That’s how Jake Muzzin opened the scoring, bouncing a point shot in off 
of Dominik Simon. Wayne Simmonds put the Leafs up 2-1 late in the 
second by simply turning at the side of the net as a puck bounced in off 
his skate. 

The hardest to swallow for Flames fans was Auston Matthews’ game-
winner early in the third when he redirected a centering pass from 
Morgan Rielly that found the shin pads of Rasmus Andersson before 
bouncing into the net. 

It seemed a relatively cruel fate for Markstrom, who stopped 29 shots, 
which included several chances in tight by a litany of Leafs stars, 
including William Nylander. 

“I got lucky tonight on a couple, but I’ve been unlucky with a couple 
bounces on this homestretch so I’ll take a couple that bounced my way,” 
he smiled, when asked about the 24-year-old Leafs sniper whose father, 
Michael, is a former Flame who used to play and live with Markstrom. 

The Flames lamented the fact they didn’t create enough havoc around 
Jack Campbell, who made 31 saves for the Leafs. 

“I thought we could have shot a bit more, especially early in the game, 
and our traffic could have been better,” said Flames coach Geoff Ward, 
who insisted the team showed no early rust despite going six days 
between games. 

“I thought we had plenty of chances but the goalie made saves when he 
needed to. Couple of bounces for them that ended up going in the net but 
that’s what happens when you shoot the puck to the front of the net. 
Good things happen normally. They got the extra bounce tonight and that 
was the difference in the hockey game.” 

It’s not like the Flames goals were pretty either, as Sean Monahan tied 
things 1-1 midway through the second by banking one in off of 
Campbell’s back during a net-side scramble. 

Elias Lindholm’s goal, which closed to gap to 3-2 six minutes into the 
third, beat Campbell with the aid of Mathew Tkachuk providing one of his 
well-crafted screens. 
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Remaining Time -2:56 

Campbell was excellent for Maple Leafs in gutsy effort against Flames 

"I don't look at him as a menace, I look at him as a really good hockey 
player," said Campbell, with rare praise for Tkachuk from the opposition. 

The Flames recognized TJ Brodie for his 10 years of service with a first-
period video and salute on the Jumbotron, drawing hearty stick taps from 
both benches afterwards. 

Watching the notoriously introverted Leafs defender look nervously down 
at the ice during his recognition was a touching moment that provided 
one of the most interesting moments of the game. 

“I didn’t really know what to do there,” admitted Brodie afterwards. 

“Never been on a different team. With no fans I didn’t know whether to 
wave or what to do. So it was a little awkward. It was special -- I owe a lot 
to the people in Calgary, teammates, everyone in the organization, the 
fans. I think it’s a hard one to forget with the situation and everything and 
looking back after when I do retire, it’s definitely something to tell the kids 
and the grandkids about the mask and the no fans and stuff. It was 
different, that’s for sure.” 

Typically a man of few words, Brodie did well to sum up the fact his team 
wasn’t thrilled with its outing either. 

“That’s not the way we wanted it to go,” said Brodie, whose teammate, 
Marner, became the third-fastest Leaf to reach 300 points. 

“It was a little ugly at points, but at the end of the day those games are 
going to happen and those are the ones that count at the end of the year, 
those messy ones that you end up with two points at the end of.” 

They’ll get another crack at one another here Tuesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With NWHL season underway, commissioner Ty 
Tumminia is just getting started 

 

Emily Sadler  January 24, 2021, 12:31 PM 

 

There are sprints and there are marathons. On the first day of her job as 
commissioner of the National Women’s Hockey League, Ty Tumminia 
was tasked with both. 

Her tenure at the helm of the NWHL started the same way most work 
days do now: With a long Zoom meeting, and an even longer to-do list. 

“The biggest thing coming out of that meeting was: ‘Ty, we have to figure 
out what Season 6 looks like,’” Tumminia told Sportsnet last month, 
reflecting on that Day 1 mission. 

No pressure. 

The day of Tumminia’s appointment as interim commissioner back in 
October marked exactly seven months since the Minnesota Whitecaps 
and Boston Pride were scheduled to meet in the Isobel Cup Final to 
crown the champion of the league’s fifth season. The showdown was first 
postponed and then later cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, that 
fateful Friday the 13th in March seeing so many doors close without any 
hint of how long they’d stay that way. 

“The board had made the decision that we’re not just going to shut it 
down for Season 6,” she said. “That wasn’t an option for us.” 

And so began more than three months of zoom calls and deadlines and 
negotiations and troubleshooting, operational questions and answers as 

the puzzle — do we bubble up? Where do we play? For how long? How 
do we connect with fans from afar? – was pieced together. 

“It’s been 24/7, honestly. It’s every single day, including weekends,” 
Tumminia said. “It’s been a thrill, at the same time. It’s been really 
exciting.” 

Her secret? 

“Caffeine, all day long.” 

On Saturday, 103 days after she took on the job, the NWHL’s sixth 
season — a two-week campaign, complete with a battle for the Isobel 
Cup — came to life at the historic rink in Lake Placid, N.Y.; A culmination 
of all those hours of planning finally set into action with the drop of the 
puck. 

That was the sprint. Now comes the marathon. 

If the first 100 days on the job were devoted to learning the lay of the 
land and navigating a return-to-play, the next chapter is all about 
mapping out the future of the league and the growth of women’s hockey 
– and in that regard, Tumminia isn’t afraid to venture off the well-worn 
path when necessary. 

“My background, really, is… I mean, I take tradition, usually, and I kind of 
just bust it, for lack of a better word,” she said with a laugh. “I usually end 
up coming in as, like, a tradition-buster.” 

Tumminia is still relatively new to hockey, but she’s no stranger to the 
business of sport marketing and communications and the ins and outs of 
team and league operations. As senior vice president of The Goldklang 
Group, a sports ownership and management group, she was responsible 
for running five minor-league baseball teams and has extensive 
experience in the game she grew up around. She first joined the NWHL 
last April when she helped usher in the league’s newest team, the 
Toronto Six, as chairman of the expansion franchise. 

News of Tumminia’s move to interim commissioner in October marked a 
new chapter for the league, as with it came the announcement of the 
adoption of a new governance model – the same model used by major 
pro leagues like the NHL, MLB, and NFL. League founder Dani Rylan 
Kearney at this time was stepping down from her post as commissioner 
and into a new role as president of the original ownership group to 
oversee operations there. 

“We’re moving into this private ownership model where we really tried to 
figure out, who out there is going to understand our methodologies, 
understand our growth strategy, understand what we’re trying to do for 
the women’s game, and not just be coming in here and ‘Ah, I own a 
women’s hockey team,’” Tumminia explained. “A true owner develops a 
tribal community with their markets, and we’re seeing that, for example, 
with Boston.” 

The NWHL’s Boston Pride has set the gold standard, carving out a 
passionate fanbase in a crowded, sports-crazed market and becoming a 
destination where players want to play. 

“That really starts with ownership,” Tumminia said. 

The ‘interim’ label on Tumminia’s job title upon her hiring isn’t so much a 
formality as it is a philosophy on what the leadership role means to her. 

“I always answer it this way: These types of roles, they’re all interim … I 
would always do it as an interim role, even if I was asked to come on as 
the full-time commissioner. Because my role is really just to kind of get in 
here, try to get this going and streamline it for the next person that takes 
over,” explained Tumminia. 

“I truly, truly believe that in these type of leadership roles across all of 
sports – and actually, across all of business – I never am an advocate of 
anybody staying in this role for too long. I think it just does a disservice to 
the fundamental operations of, let’s just say the league in particular,” she 
continued. “I think it behooves a league to kind of change leadership 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 25, 2021 

 

because that’s how you stay ahead of the curve and you bring in new 
ideas and thoughts … that’s always kind of been my M.O.” 

For Tumminia, that means getting the league to a place where there’s 
strong growth – and potential for more of it – both on the ice and in front 
offices, making the NWHL a destination for future players and fans both 
within the teams’ home communities and across the wider landscape of 
the game. 

“Creating a league where young girls are coming up through college and 
whatnot and saying there’s a place, there’s a platform for us to play 
professional hockey – and doing that all in a way where we’re in a 
league, combined, you know we’re building and we’re sustaining this 
successful business model,” Tumminia said. 

“So, at the end of it, when I feel as if – and the board feels, and 
collectively, the league, all together feels that – we’ve gotten it to a place 
where it’s sustainable and we have revenue coming in from sponsorships 
and we have dynamic viewership across different kind of platforms, 
where we’re talking about expansion, when we’re talking about all this 
kind of stuff, I think when it gets to that point, I would think … ‘Okay, 
we’re headed in the right direction here.’” 

On launching the Toronto Six… while the world’s in lockdown: 

“I’ve been part of team purchases and launching before – never through 
a pandemic. So, here we have this new club, it’s in Toronto, and we have 
all these staff and athletes that we’re not ever meeting face-to-face, so 
that in itself was a unique challenge. Zoom is the new relationship tool. 
[Laughs] Trying to get to know leadership, trying to get to understand 
philosophy over zoom, methodology, it’s a little bit of a wild trip. I 
definitely miss the face-to-face interaction. 

“It’s all sort of been a very challenging year, operationally — and that’s 
okay. I find we have to say that every now and then.” 

On working with and learning from Digit Murphy, president and head 
coach of the Toronto Six: 

“What I love about the cultural aspect of a staff and front office is, I truly 
believe you have to have some dynamic personalities. 

“Her nickname for me is ‘Legal’ – I’m a wet blanket, probably, so she 
nicknamed me that. [Laughs] She can go have the stage, which I love — 
go be the spotlight and the face and personality, with the depth of hockey 
knowledge that she has. So, it was a nice, interesting mix: I come in with 
legal and business, and she comes in with the game itself. It’s been 
great.” 

On historic Lake Placid, home to the famous Miracle on Ice game of 
1980, as host of the NWHL’s return-to-play: 

“In my position in particular, I don’t necessarily care who wins – I care 
who watches. So, the stage has got to be somewhat poetic and narrative. 
I didn’t just want to go to any arena. 

“The 1980s rink, the first time a pro league competes for a championship 
cup on this ice … the Olympic feel there… what’s not to like, right?” 

On the NWHL’s partnership with Stathletes, which was announced in 
December: 

“It’s really great for our coaching staff. Now we have this tremendous 
amount of information that we haven’t had before … We haven’t had that 
kind of analytics before, so I’m really, really excited to see what that 
produces.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Dubois stays true to himself, prepares for 'new 
chapter' in Winnipeg 

 

Ken Wiebe 

January 24, 2021, 3:10 PM 

 

WINNIPEG -- Since he’s heard it multiple times already, Pierre-Luc 
Dubois knew the question was coming and he had an answer at the 
ready. 

Since “The Shift” basically went viral on social media and various other 
platforms on Thursday and Friday, the new Winnipeg Jets centre has 
been under attack from various circles. 

It wasn’t a good look and he knows it. 

He didn’t run and hide, nor did he lash out at those who began to raise 
concerns about what the video evidence might suggest. 

Dubois knows that picture doesn’t reflect the standard he holds himself 
to, but you’d have to look long and hard to try and find another example 
of something like it. 

“I was doing the math earlier. I played almost 300 games, it’s almost 
6,000 shifts in the NHL. So there’s a lot more than just the one shift,” 
Dubois said during his introductory Zoom call on Sunday. “It’s something 
that’s behind me and I’m just really excited to be here and be part of this 
team. This is a new chapter for me playing on this team.” 

All three players involved in Saturday’s blockbuster are eager to start a 
new chapter and what type of beginning they will author is on the minds 
of many in both markets. 

If Dubois was no longer interested in a long-term deal with the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, why would it be any different with the Jets? 

Without going into specifics of why he asked to be moved and what it's 
like when a young player decides he would prefer to be elsewhere, 
Dubois provided a glimpse into his thought process. 

“I can’t speak on behalf of Patrik, but for myself it was a long process. It 
wasn’t just one morning you woke up and felt differently,” said Dubois. 
“There’s a lot of stuff that happens, and without going into detail, I just 
think that sometimes you have to remain true to yourself and how you 
feel and how you think. I thought that as negotiations were going forward, 
you start to think about more things and start to have more 
conversations. I wanted to remain true to myself, true to the team there, 
to the fans and my teammates. That was a decision I took. 

“That’s something that I’m moving on from. A lot of things happened in 
the past two or three years. I’m extremely grateful for everything that 
Columbus has done for me. I’m excited for this new chapter, this new 
opportunity with a new team, a new coaching staff, a new organization, 
new fans. It’s really exciting. These past 24 hours have been really crazy, 
but... how I look at it is that this could be an amazing opportunity to help 
an already really good team and to become a new and better player.” 

Dubois gave a glimmer of hope when asked about the potential of him 
being interested in committing to a future with the Jets, who employ his 
father Eric as an assistant coach with the Manitoba Moose of the 
American Hockey League. 

“My dad has been here for four or five years and every time we’d come to 
play against the Jets, I’d always go out with my parents. I spent my 
quarantine here almost a year ago. It already feels like home,” said 
Dubois. “I can’t see my parents right away cause I have to do two weeks 
of quarantine but it already feels good here. I’m getting texts from the 
players, I was on the phone with the organization yesterday. I have a 
really good feeling. Right now, I’m really just concentrating on these next 
two weeks of quarantine and starting the season with them. I’m just really 
excited to be a part of this organization that I’ve heard nothing but good 
things about.” 
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Those words set an important tone, but ultimately, it’s the actions of 
Dubois that will matter most in this matter. 

Negotiations on a new contract can’t begin with the Dubois camp until 
July 28 with the new NHL calendar, but if he’s willing to sign on the 
dotted line before his bridge deal is complete, there’s no doubt he 
immediately becomes a pillar for this franchise to build around. 

Being the guy brought in to replace someone as popular as Patrik Laine 
isn’t something Dubois considers a burden. 

“He’s a really good player but I have high expectations of myself. I hold 
myself to a high standard and I know what player I can be,” said Dubois. 
“It’s a good team with a lot of skill and good size, so I think I’ll fit right in 
and I’ll be able to learn a lot from the guys. I don’t see added pressure 
because of anything. I wish Patrik good luck in Columbus, and I hope 
that he plays really well and we can play them every year in the finals. 
But I don’t see any added pressure because of anything.” 

Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff said his staff had done plenty 
of due diligence on Dubois leading up to the 2016 NHL Draft -- when he 
was selected third overall after Laine -- but that his work since turning pro 
was what convinced him to seal the deal. 

Cheveldayoff didn’t want to play the speculation game on why things 
went sour for Dubois in Columbus. 

His vision of the player he is getting was what he saw when the spotlight 
was shining bright on Dubois in August during the qualifying series 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs, where he made life miserable for the 
likes of Auston Matthews and John Tavares. 

By the time the Blue Jackets' bubble had burst against the eventual 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, Dubois had showcased a 
strong two-way game. 

“I can’t really speak to how things got to that point in Columbus. As an 
outsider, you think you know what’s going on, but really you don’t,” said 
Cheveldayoff. “Unless you’re in those situations on a daily basis and 
unless you’re in that room and you’re part of that daily thing, whether 
you’re a fan or a media person, or a general manager from another team, 
you truly don’t know. You go on the knowledge of what you see on a 
course of a daily basis. 

“The highlights should be of what he did in the playoffs last year. If you 
really want to see Pierre-Luc Dubois, those are the clips that you should 
look at. Unfortunately, sometimes these things happen but these are 
young players that are in a very favourable industry. It’s a privilege to 
play in the NHL and it’s an opportunity that as you grow and you learn 
more about the league, you appreciate more. For me, those playoff 
highlights are the ones that are better etched in my mind and that’s the 
true player.” 

As the son of a coach, Dubois prides himself on doing many of the 
important things that fall in the category of value-added. 

“I’m a two-way forward, a two-way centre. I can play well defensively, 
play well offensively, I can block shots, I can hit, I can score, I can pass,” 
said Dubois. “I try to be the guy that does everything out there -- supports 
his wingers, supports his defencemen, talks. Ever since I was a kid, 
growing up with a dad as a coach, he tried to instill in me details of the 
game, stuff that doesn’t necessarily show up on the stats sheet, but at 
the end of the game matters. 

“The only thing that matters is to win. Goals and assists are important but 
having a good stick and good positioning and all those small details, 
that’s something that I try to do in the game. I’m still learning but that’s 
what Jets fans can expect from me.” 

Dubois has done an excellent job producing at five-on-five over the 
course of his young career and in listening to him describe his 
opportunity to join a Jets team that has a talented top-six, you got the 
sense that his point totals are going to be on the rise. 

Jets head coach Paul Maurice called him a power forward that is going to 
develop into an elite point producer. Provided he finds some chemistry 
with Nikolaj Ehlers, it’s not unreasonable to believe that Dubois could 
grow into a point-per-game player. 

“Everyone knows he’s a great player. He’s a big guy and he can skate, 
make plays and he’s a very smart player,” said Ehlers. “It’s going to be 
fun to have him on the team and we’re excited for him to get here. 
Honestly, he’s kind of the same player as he is now. He has the skill. 
He’s a smart guy and he has speed. That he’s been able to continue 
doing that and work on it and get better the way he has and become a 
really, really good player is exciting.” 

The feeling was mutual. 

“Honestly, he was probably the best junior player I played against,” said 
Dubois of Ehlers. “He would skate in circles on the penalty kill and then 
go change. And in the NHL, he still has that same speed and same 
hands and hockey sense so to be able to play with him is a really exciting 
thought and I heard he’s a good person, too, so I’m excited to meet him. 
It will be fun to be able to play with him instead of against him.” 

Dubois is still waiting to hear if he’ll be in quarantine for 14 days or if he’ll 
be granted an exemption for the seven-day quarantine that was in place 
for Canadian teams during training camp. 

Whenever that time arrives, Dubois will be ready. 

“It’s a team that I used to hate playing against,” said Dubois. “The 
combination of size and skill and work ethic, and just hard to play 
against, and then you finish it off with one of the best goalies in the NHL. 
It’s really annoying playing against them, and to be able to play for them 
now, to play on the other side of it... it will be a perfect fit. It’s such a good 
team and I think the time to adapt won’t be too hard. 

“If you look at that forward group, from the first line to the fourth line, 
there’s a lot of depth, a lot of skill. Anywhere you play and whatever 
player that you’re playing with, whether you’re on the wing or at centre or 
whatever, you’re going to be surrounded with talented players. As a 
forward, that’s all you can ask for and it’s really exciting to know that I’m 
going to be a part of that soon.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why George Armstrong was the best captain the Maple 
Leafs ever had 

 

Kristina Rutherford 

January 24, 2021, 12:01 PM 

 

George Armstrong would stand in front of the full-length mirror in the 
locker room, his arms skinny like broomsticks, teeth in his hand and belly 
puffed out. 

“You’re beautiful, Chiefy-cat,” he’d say, flexing his muscles as his 
teammates roared with laughter. 

This was the ‘Chief’: the Toronto Maple Leafs captain who doubled as 
locker-room joker. 

“George always kept things light,” recalled fellow Hall of Famer and 
former teammate Red Kelly back in 2013, chuckling. “Toronto was lucky 
to have him, in good times and bad.” 

Armstrong, nicknamed Chief because of his Iroquois heritage, died at the 
age of 90. The team announced his passing on Sunday. 
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One of the first players of Indigenous descent to play professional hockey 
and the longest-serving captain in Maple Leafs history, Armstrong played 
his first full season for the Blue and White in 1952. He was named 
captain six years later by team owner Conn Smythe and wore the “C” for 
12 seasons, leading the Leafs to four Stanley Cups. During the unlikely 
run in 1967 against the Montreal Canadiens, it was the Chief who scored 
the Cup-clinching goal on an empty net. 

“He got over centre and he shot the puck, straight as an arrow,” Kelly 
said. 

It’s a moment burned in the memory of many a Leafs fan; the last time 
Toronto hoisted Lord Stanley’s mug. 

Despite all of Armstrong’s accomplishments, he long remained one of the 
game’s most underrated leaders. The big right winger wasn’t a fast 
skater and he didn’t have a great shot; critics didn’t even think he’d crack 
the NHL. But he was a hard worker and in his 21 seasons in Toronto, he 
tallied 296 goals and 417 assists in 1,187 games. 

Smythe called No. 10 “the best captain the Leafs have ever had.” Coach 
Punch Imlach thought so much of Armstrong’s leadership that when the 
Chief retired for a short time after the 1967 season, Imlach left the 
captain position open in case he came back (he did). 

“Some people thought I was nuts to hold the job open, but I never 
thought so,” Imlach later wrote. “George Armstrong did more for the 
Maple Leafs than any other hockey player who played for me. He always 
felt that he had a responsibility to the game, that it gave him a lot and he 
was always trying to put some of it back.” 

Armstrong wasn’t the type to give speeches. He led by example, the last 
guy off the ice after practice. When Jim McKenny joined the Leafs as a 
rookie, Armstrong taught him to work the corners and boards, told him to 
stay out of league politics, even tried to make sure he made curfew. He 
treated everyone with the same respect, from first-liners to players who 
rode the bench. And he used his off-ice antics to help his teammates 
keep loose before big games. 

“He’d always come up with something at the spur of the moment,” Kelly 
said. “It was just like, boom, out of nowhere, he’d hit the target and he’d 
have us all laughing.” 

Armstrong went on to coach the Ontario Hockey Association’s Toronto 
Marlboros for three seasons, leading them to a Memorial Cup 
championship in 1975, the same year he was enshrined in the Hall of 
Fame. He even reluctantly took over behind the bench for the Leafs 
during the 1988–89 season, a short stint before starting a job as a scout 
for the Toronto club. 

The Chief was a private guy who didn’t do interviews or make many 
appearances, which McKenny said was a shame, since Armstrong was 
such a great personality. 

“He always [took] it upon himself to entertain,” said McKenny, chuckling. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks fail to apply hard lessons learned as early-
season slide continues 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

January 24, 2021, 1:04 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – Suddenly and unexpectedly back in the game Saturday 
and with a chance to save a series and restore some confidence, the 

Vancouver Canucks used all the hard lessons learned from a difficult 
start to the season and, naturally, applied none of them. 

They made the same big mistakes – mistakes you can’t overcome -- to 
get another discouraging result, losing 5-2 to the Montreal Canadiens at 
Rogers Arena to fall three games below .500 for the first time since 
March 26, 2019. 

Seven games into the National Hockey League season, it’s hard to say if 
the Canucks are good enough to compete in the Canadian division 
because all they’ve done so far is beat themselves. 

They are 2-5-0, allowed the Canadiens to light them up with 17 goals in 
three games, and continue to get net-negative play from some of their 
top skaters. 

On Saturday, after impressively rallying from a 2-0 deficit on third-period 
goals 2.5 minutes apart from Elias Pettersson and Nils Hoglander, the 
Canucks again reached for the self-destruct button by allowing Brendan 
Gallagher to score on a two-on-one at 9:07 and Jonathan Drouin on a 
breakaway at 12:44. 

Gallagher scored after Quinn Hughes, Vancouver’s No. 1 defenceman, 
bounced a pass off teammate Bo Horvat for a turnover at the Canucks’ 
blue line. Drouin scored when J.T. Miller, Vancouver's top winger and a 
team leader, had his lateral pass intercepted under pressure inside the 
Canadiens’ blue line. 

It was the cliché incarnate: snatching another loss from the jaws of 
victory. 

“The third and fourth goals are just turnovers,” Miller said. “On mine, I 
know I'm in a vulnerable spot there (and I) try to make something out of 
nothing. It was a good shift, too, and I give them a breakaway. Stuff like 
that. 

“We talked a lot about raising our compete level and I felt we did that for 
pretty much the whole game. We're just finding a way to kind of shoot 
ourselves in the foot and give them too many easy ones right now. It's 
making it hard on our goalies, for sure. I feel like we're giving up so many 
breakaways and great Grade-A (scoring chances) a game.” 

The great Canadiens giveaway transpired less than 48 hours after 
Canuck coach Travis Green blistered his team for the turnovers it 
committed in Thursday’s 7-3 embarrassment against Montreal. 

Late in the second period Saturday, Pettersson fell over and lost the 
puck, creating a breakaway for Jesperi Kotkaniemi that Canuck goalie 
Braden Holtby actually stopped. Earlier, Hughes, last season’s Calder 
Trophy runner-up, skated the puck into a turnover in the neutral zone, 
giving the Canadiens an outnumbered rush that ended with Jake Evans 
hitting the post shorthanded. 

Pettersson and Hughes are the Canucks’ best players, albeit still just 
learning at 22- and 21-years-old, respectively. Miller is in the top five on 
the team. 

If you made a list of the 10 best Canucks, the top half of the team, it’s 
possible the only guys playing to expectations are captain Bo Horvat and 
Brock Boeser. 

No team can win the way the Canucks are playing. The Canucks aren’t 
even close to winning making the mistakes they are. 

“Guys could be forcing a little bit,” Green said Saturday after buying time 
to compose himself post-game by sending Hughes, Pettersson, Miller 
and Holtby to face reporters first. “We talked about it today, before the 
game, about taking unnecessary risks when you don't have to. I think 
that's part of puck management. Part of decision making is not only when 
you have the puck, but when you don't have it -- what position on the ice 
(are you) as far as stepping up and not stepping up.” 

Later, Green said: “I think, you know, your veteran guys need to be the 
ones that are composed and you make those type of (good) reads. And I 
think there's been times where we've pushed too hard, and it's cost us. I 
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think tonight was just a case of we made a couple mistakes and when 
you turn the puck over, there's usually a scoring chance.” 

This is easily the most difficult stretch Pettersson and Hughes have 
encountered during their short NHL careers. The team started 9-3-2 last 
season, building enough confidence and points in the standings to 
survive the brief losing spells that occurred later on – and in every 
season. 

The year before, when Pettersson won the Calder Trophy, the Canucks 
started 10-6-1. 

“I think we're trying to figure everything out right now,” Hughes said 
Saturday. “I saw (on) the scoreboard at the end that we're giving up the 
most goals in the league right now per game. Obviously, that's not 
something that we aim for. Especially as defencemen, I think we’ve got to 
take onus on that and ... as a team, we’ve just got to be better.” 

Green said after Thursday’s debacle that there is “immaturity” at times in 
the Canucks, explaining that it is as hard to win each season as it was 
the previous one, and suggesting his young team may not have been 
ready for the challenge of following up last summer’s playoff 
breakthrough. 

Pettersson’s deflection goal on Saturday was his first of the season and 
ended his longest NHL points drought at five games. 

“It was great to get one today,” he said, “But I'm more concerned about 
us winning games. We have five losses now in seven games. A lot of 
stuff to work on. As for not contributing or making plays or creating 
scoring chances, I've got to be better with the puck and not turn it over, 
and just play better defence. 

“We know it's a hard league, the best league in the world. We know how 
hard it is to win. We definitely need to work on some things to be more 
successful. We know what we're capable of, it's just finding it.” 

Soon, they hope. 
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