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Hurricanes’ home opener has empty feeling after unexpected coronavirus pause 

By Luke Decock 

The least heralded home opener in the two-plus decades the 
Carolina Hurricanes have been here will see a depleted and 
potentially rusty team grace the ice against — no big deal — 
the defending Stanley Cup champions. 

The lack of fanfare has nothing to do with the team, which 
had its moments (and its ups and downs) in the three games 
it was able to play before shutting down thanks to a spate of 
positive COVID-19 tests. The Hurricanes entered the 
expectations as high as they’ve ever been. But with an 
empty building and empty parking lots, they might as well be 
playing the Tampa Bay Lightning on a soundstage 
somewhere as much as PNC Arena. 

Which is, of course, basically what the NHL did last summer 
with its bubbles in Toronto and Edmonton to finish the 2020 
season. That went surprisingly smoothly. The new season, 
not quite as much. 

It isn’t all that equitable for the Hurricanes to jump back into 
the mix without five key players against the best team in the 
league with only two practices after a week off, but that’s the 
reality of the NHL in 2021. (Never mind cramming the four 
missed games back into a schedule already compressed to 
the utmost; that bill is coming and has yet to be paid.) 

“I’d love to say you can always find something good to come 
out of bad things, but I wouldn’t be telling the truth,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We made the best 
of what we could, at least. We did some review, we tried to 
keep the guys’ minds sharp on the hockey side of things, but 
it’s not the same. That’s for sure. And then there’s the 
physical side of it.” 

Not only will their lungs be burning Thursday night, the 
Hurricanes will be missing a Norris Trophy candidate, their 
most versatile forward, their most vocal leader and their big 
free-agent signing, but at least they still have Brind’Amour; 
the Vegas Golden Knights are operating without their entire 
quarantined coaching staff at the moment. 

Such is the way of life in the NHL this season. The games 
must go on. The break-glass-in-case-of-emergency taxi 
squad is not merely an ornament. It’s a vital part of the 
operation, as it will demonstrate Thursday night when the 
Taxicanes take the ice — the Hurricanes’ temporary loss is 
Steven Lorentz’s immediate gain, making his NHL debut — 
instead of the full squad that was just getting its skates under 
itself when the season came to an abrupt halt after only three 
games. 

“It’s what we’re living in,” Brind’Amour said. “At the end of the 
day you’re just happy it’s behind us, hopefully. That was the 
biggest apprehension the whole week, was it going to be 
more guys? Every day, you were just like, what’s going on?” 

That’s the one saving grace. This absolutely could have 
been worse for the Hurricanes: More players missing, 
players or staff who are actually ill and not merely positive or 
lightly symptomatic, a cascade of positives leaving the team 
off the ice for an even longer gap. The Dallas Stars — like 
Clemson in college football — had the good misfortune to go 
through this before the season even got going and were able 
to start from scratch last Friday. 

The Hurricanes spent their time away from the rink the way 
everybody else has for 10 months: virtually. They studied 
video, did group fitness classes and otherwise conducted 
their business online instead of on the ice. Jordan Staal is 
back, the other five are not. 

This was supposed to be a two-game series Tuesday-
Thursday. The Hurricanes and Lightning will get half of that, 
and then it’s on to the rest of the season, 52 more games in 
100 days, ready or not. 

LIGHTNING AT HURRICANES 

When: 7 p.m., Thursday 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: FSCR

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 28, 2021 

 

His ultimate goal was the NHL. Due to COVID, he’ll get to make his debut as a Hurricane.  

By Chip Alexander  

They’re ready at the Lorentz house on Pineland Court in 
Waterloo, Ontario. 

They’ll all be gathered near the TV on Thursday night -- Mark 
and Karon Lorentz and their daughters Stephanie, Jennifer 
and Jamie. Their son, Steven, will be away, playing hockey. 

Karon Lorentz remembers that when Steven was six years 
old, he sat down with one of his coaches and wrote out his 
goals. The piece of paper is still tacked on a bulletin board in 
his bedroom, Karon said. His hockey goal: the NHL. 

“Oh, my gosh, it’s always been his goal,” Karon Lorentz said 
in an interview Wednesday with the News & Observer. “He 
started skating when he was 2, started playing organized 
hockey at 4. Then, one day at home, after a game ...” 

He said it. Boldly. 

“He said his goal was to play in the NHL,” Karon said, 
laughing. “No baby steps. The ultimate goal.” 

Steven Lorentz, 24, will do that for the first time Thursday, for 
the Carolina Hurricanes. The winger, once a seventh-round 
draft pick, will make his NHL debut and be on a line centered 
by Jordan Staal. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday the forward also could be used in penalty killing. 

With the Canes missing five players because of NHL COVID-
19 protocols, Lorentz is needed and will get his chance. The 
opponent: the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup 
champion. Some debut, eh? 

“We’re so excited,” Karon Lorentz said. “He’s always had to 
come from behind, but he was always determined and he’s 
always worked hard and had a great work ethic. 

“I think that’s what got him through. People doubted him but 
that just drove him that much harder, to prove some people 
wrong and show he can do this. He’s always believed in 
himself and so did we.” 

Steven Lorentz and his NHL opportunity 

Karon Lorentz didn’t try to hide the excitement in her voice, 
try to play it cool on the phone. It was a lot like the Zoom 
media interview Steven Lorentz had conducted an hour 
earlier, after the Canes’ practice at Wake Competition 
Center.  

“You talk to the guy and you come away with a smile on your 
face,” Brind’Amour said on the media call. “He’s just happy to 
be alive, happy to have this opportunity to play in the NHL, 
whether there’s zero fans, whatever. It’s not the ideal debut 
but he’s just happy to be here and he wants to contribute. 

“He doesn’t want to just check the list off that he played in 
the NHL. He wants to do something special. And you root for 
guys like that.” 

Lorentz has reached this point the hardest of ways, been the 
long shot. He was once a 12th-round pick in the Ontario 
Hockey League draft, then the 186th player taken in the 
2015 NHL Draft. He played in the ECHL, then the American 
Hockey League for the Charlotte Checkers, winning a Calder 
Cup. 

“I never thought there was a rush to get to the next level,” 
Lorentz said. “I just wanted to enjoy every step. I took time to 
get some confidence in the pro game, playing with bigger 
players.” 

Lorentz kept getting better, bigger. He matured physically 
and is now 6-4 and 206 pounds. Last season, he had 23 
goals in 61 games for the Checkers and was one of the 
team’s best players at even strength. He went with the 
Canes to the Toronto bubble for the 2020 playoff games in 
August, although he did not play. 

Lorentz scored a goal against Tampa Bay in one of the 
Canes’ preseason games in September 2019. This will be 
the real thing. 

“Everyone realizes it is a bit of weird year but at the same 
time hockey’s hockey,” Lorentz said on the media call. “You 
just have to be ready to go out there and stick to what got 
you here. Obviously, you’re going to have a little bit of nerves 
come game time but right now I’m trying to keep it relaxed.” 

Lorentz to be ‘Swiss Army Knife’ 

Lorentz said he hoped to be a “Swiss Army Knife” kind of 
player able to help out in different ways. He’ll play hard in the 
defensive zone. He’ll aggressively forecheck. He can kill 
penalties. He said he wants to be a “hard-nosed player” like 
Staal. 

“Maybe it’s a chip on my shoulder, that internal drive that 
maybe sets me apart,” he said. “I’ve always kind of believed 
in myself. ... Maybe it’s cliche but I just like coming to the rink 
with a happy, positive mindset.” 

Told that Lorentz appeared to be on the verge of 
hyperventilating Wednesday in talking about his debut, 
Karon Lorentz laughed again. 

“He might have been,” she said. “I just hope he can get some 
sleep tonight.” 

Could be a sleepless night for the whole Lorentz family. 

Lightning at Hurricanes 

When: 7 p.m., Thursday 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: FSCR
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Hornets, Hurricanes TV games switching from FOX Sports to Bally. What that means for 
you  

By Alex Andrejev  

A changing of channel names was inevitable and now it’s 
upon nearly cable subscribers who tune in to Charlotte 
Hornets and Carolina Hurricanes games.  

Sinclair Broadcast Group and Bally’s Corporation unveiled 
Wednesday new names for Sinclair-owned FOX regional 
sports networks (RSNs) and a new Bally Sports logo. 

As part of the rebranding, FOX Sports South and FOX 
Sports Southeast will be renamed Bally Sports South and 
Bally Sports Southeast, respectively, in the coming months. 
Last year, Sinclair signed an 10-year, $85 million deal with 
Bally’s casinos for FOX RSN naming rights as the media 
conglomerate moved to capitalize on sports gamification. 
Wednesday’s brand announcement is the latest product of 
that deal. 

“Rolling out Bally’s iconic logo across Sinclair’s regional 
sports networks is a rewarding first step in a transformational 
partnership that is going to revolutionize the U.S. sports 
betting, gaming and media industries,” a statement from 
Bally’s CEO George Papanier said. 

What that means for Hornets and Hurricanes fans who have 
cable is that channel names will change. A Sinclair 
spokesperson confirmed that there will be no changes to 
local channel numbers, nor to the teams seen on each 
network. Only the name of the network will change locally for 
viewers. 

Carolina sports fans will see games for the Carolina 
Hurricanes (NHL), Atlanta Braves (MLB), Atlanta United 
(MLS), Atlanta Dream (WNBA) and the ACC on Bally Sports 
South (previously FOX Sports South, and FOX Sports 
Carolinas for Hurricanes). 

Atlanta Braves, United and Dream games will also be 
broadcast on Bally Sports Southeast, in addition to Charlotte 

Hornets games (NBA). Hornets games were previously 
broadcast on FOX Sports Southeast. 

Hornets streaming options still lacking 

The network name change should be a minor shift for local 
professional sports fans with cable. For those without cable, 
the struggle continues to stream Hornets games on any 
platform other than AT&T TV NOW. The FOX RSNs that 
broadcast the games were not available on FuboTV, Hulu, 
SlingTV or YouTube TV at the start the 2021 season as 
carriage disputes with Sinclair persisted. There was no 
update as to whether that would change given the recent 
Bally rebranding announcement. 

In a statement to the Tampa Bay Times Wednesday, Sinclair 
said it remained “committed to reaching a fair agreement 
with both Hulu and YouTube TV to carry the FOX RSNs,” but 
there appeared to be no progress in those conversations. 

“At no time have we demanded exorbitant fees for these 
channels,” the statement said. “Instead, we have consistently 
offered both pay TV providers extremely fair deals in line with 
what hundreds of other TV services have agreed to and 
continue to agree to. We have yet to see that same 
commitment from either provider to put consumers first.” 

“Unfortunately, at this point we have no choice but to 
conclude that neither Disney (which owns Hulu) nor Google 
(which owns YouTube) is willing to engage in good-faith 
discussions or return the RSNs to their platforms,” the 
statement concluded. 

Sinclair is reportedly in the process of developing a sports 
app to replace the FOX Sports Go app to address its direct-
to-consumers streaming needs, but no timeline has been 
announced for the rollout. Sinclair acquired FOX Regional 
Sports Networks in 2019.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 28, 2021 

 

 

 

Lorentz Earns His Opportunity With the Hurricanes 

Brind'Amour: 'He wants to do something special. You root for 
guys like that' 

By Michael Smith 

Steven Lorentz's journey to the National Hockey League is 
one of perseverance and hard work, of commitment and 
persistence, of success on roads less traveled. 

His beaming smile and equally sanguine attitude are 
infectious and have informed every step of his career, a path 
that has now led him to the most elite level of hockey in the 
world with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

"He's a Cane. He gets it," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"He's definitely worked his way up through the ranks, and I'm 
really happy to have him get that opportunity." 

"Long road, short road, it doesn't matter what gets you here," 
Lorentz said. "I'm here now, and I'm excited to get going." 

Like many hockey stories, Lorentz's began at a young age. 

"Since I was young, I always had confidence that I had the 
skill level to move up level-by-level," he said. "I just really 
want it. Everything I do, whatever it takes, whatever position 
I'm in or whatever situation the coach puts me in on the ice, I 
just go out there and try to give it 100 percent. I know it does 
sound a little bit cliché, but it's that little bit - maybe it's a chip 
on my shoulder, that internal drive that sets me apart. I've 
always kind of believed in myself." 

Lorentz's belief in himself and confidence in growing and 
bettering his game helped to propel his career, even in the 
face of adversity and those that didn't have that same belief 
in him. 

Lorentz was selected 226th overall (12th round) in the 2012 
Ontario Hockey League Priority Draft. After posting 18 points 
(7g, 11a) in 64 games with the Peterborough Petes in the 
2013-14 season, he was passed over in his first year of NHL 
Draft eligibility. In 2014-15, he put up 37 points (16g, 21a) in 
59 games with the Petes. Still, NHL Central Scouting's final 
draft rankings didn't list Lorentz's name among the top 210 
North American Skaters. 

But, when the Canes were on the clock with the 186th overall 
pick in the seventh and final round of the 2015 NHL Draft, 
they took a shot. 

"I think at times, players that go through the draft never really 
get the respect they deserve. Players obviously develop at 
different times, and with Steven the second time through his 
draft year, we saw a player who kept on getting better year in 
and year out," Assistant General Manager Darren Yorke 
said. "The biggest driver in his game is his compete. The 

hockey sense, the skills, they were all getting better than his 
peers at a faster rate." 

The odds were stacked against Lorentz, sure, but he was still 
an NHL Draft pick. That meant something. That meant he 
had an opportunity, and he was going to make the most of it. 

"It's cliché, but if you do all the right things, then things tend 
to fall into place," he said. "I was so fortunate that the Canes 
did take a chance on me in the seventh round the year after 
my draft year. An opportunity is an opportunity. I didn't really 
look at it as being a seventh-round pick and being on the 
outside looking in. I just tried to enjoy every day being a 
player who got the opportunity to be drafted in the NHL, go to 
NHL camps and learn from some of the best players in the 
world." 

Lorentz was a sponge. He worked closely with Cory Stillman, 
the Canes' head of forwards development at the time, as he 
transitioned into his first professional season with the Florida 
Everblades of the ECHL in 2017-18. 

"I think going to the East Coast League in my first year pro 
was maybe the best thing that happened to me. I got to play 
with some really good hockey players who had NHL 
experience," Lorentz said. "I took time to get some 
confidence in the pro game playing with bigger players." 

Lorentz totaled 35 points (12g, 23a) in 62 regular-season 
games and added another 10 points (5g, 5a) in 19 playoff 
games, as the Blades finished atop the Eastern Conference 
and lost to the Colorado Eagles in seven games in the Kelly 
Cup Finals. 

He then split the 2018-19 season between the ECHL and the 
American Hockey League. Lorentz played in 29 games with 
the Charlotte Checkers and logged nine points (3g, 6a). He 
also chipped in five points (1g, 4a) in 12 playoff games, 
helping the Checkers capture the Calder Cup. 

"Playing on these winning teams, you learn so much from 
the veterans and young guys who have certain types of 
skills," he said. "You just learn so many different tools you 
can use in a game. I think that's kind of the game I want to 
play, be that Swiss Army Knife where I can be relied on in 
any situation.” January 27th, 2021 

Lorentz spent the entirety of the 2019-20 season with the 
Checkers and put up breakout numbers, leading team 
forwards in scoring with 46 points (23g, 23a). 

"He's earned this," Yorke said. "He's graduated every level 
and exceeded expectations at every level." 

Lorentz was a part of the 31-man roster the Canes took to 
the Toronto bubble for the 2020 postseason, and after 
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training camp in January, the 24-year-old forward was 
retained on the team's taxi squad, which has practiced and 
traveled with the team in the first weeks of the 2020-21 
season. 

When Teuvo Teravainen was hampered by an injury on 
Monday, Jan. 18 in Nashville, Lorentz's NHL debut seemed 
imminent. The next morning, as he arrived for breakfast at 
the team's hotel, word spread through the meal room that the 
game that night was postponed. 

Lorentz's NHL debut would have to wait. No matter, though. 
He's no stranger to waiting for his opportunity, and he 
shrugged off the latest roadblock with that same bright smile. 

A little more than a week later, the moment is here again. As 
the Canes return to game action for the first time in 10 days 
on Thursday, Lorentz will draw into the lineup for his first 
game in the NHL. For real this time. Finally. 

"This is a nice little feather in his cap to get this opportunity," 
Yorke said. "Knowing him, he's going to make the most of it." 

Lorentz's NHL debut is going to look and feel a bit different 
than he might have dreamed it. He hasn't played a game of 
competitive hockey in 10 months. There won't be a packed 
house of screaming fans, and his family won't be in 
attendance, but he's still getting to play in the NHL. That 
means something. That means he has an opportunity, and 
he's going to make the most of it. 

"I'll have so many friends and family watching at home and 
cheering me on. It would be nice to have them here and be 
able to see them after the game, but it's the NHL," he said. 
"I'm just so happy to be here and do everything I can to 

contribute. It's been a long journey to get to this point, but I 
wouldn't be here without my family." 

Based on lines used in practice this week, Lorentz will skate 
alongside Ryan Dzingel and Jordan Staal, a familiar face a 
young Lorentz used to watch on Bauer's website some 15 
years ago. 

"I do tend to model my game after him a little bit. I want to 
play that game - hard-nosed, up-and-down, 200-foot player 
who can contribute offensively and can be relied on 
defensively," Lorentz said. "He told me anytime I have a 
question I could go to him, and that's so nice you can rely on 
a guy like that who is such a respected leader and looked up 
to in the locker room so much." 

Since the team is missing a number of key penalty killers, 
Lorentz might see some special teams time, as well. 

"Hockey's hockey," he said. "You've got to just be ready to 
go out there and stick to what got you here in the first place." 

The nerves, the jitters, the butterflies - those are bound to 
settle in at some point, but you wouldn't be able to tell 
through Lorentz's effervescent smile. 

He's in the National Hockey League with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. Through dogged determination and unrelenting 
compete, he's living the dream. 

"You talk to the guy, and you come away with a smile on 
your face. He's just happy to be alive, happy to have this 
opportunity to play in the NHL," Brind'Amour said. "He wants 
to contribute. He doesn't just want to check off the list that he 
played a game in the NHL. He wants to do something 
special. You root for guys like that."

 

Preview: Lightning vs. Hurricanes 

Canes resume schedule after shutdown, open at home 
against the defending champs 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back. Again. 

It's the long-awaited home opener for the Canes in their 
2020-21 season, as the team reignites an old divisional 
rivalry with the defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

The Match-Up 

Tampa Bay Lightning (3-1-0, 6 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (2-1-0, 4 points) 

Thursday, Jan. 28, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Tracking the Storylines 

Drop the Puck ... Again: Following a temporary shutdown 
due to a string of positive COVID-19 tests, the Canes are 
back in action for the first time since Jan. 18. The team has 
practiced as a team just twice since then, after a weeklong 

quarantine upon return from Nashville. The Canes will still be 
missing five regulars from their lineup, with Jesper 
Fast, Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob 
Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen still on the NHL's COVID-19 
Protocol list. Jordan Staal, however, will be back in the lineup 
for the first time since opening night in Detroit. 

You Never Forget Your First: Steven Lorentz will make his 
NHL debut on Thursday, likely skating on a line with Staal 
and Ryan Dzingel. Lorentz embodies perseverance and 
determination, as he defied the odds and exceeded 
expectations at every level en route to the NHL. 

"Long road, short road, it doesn't matter what gets you here," 
Lorentz said. "I'm here now, and I'm excited to get going." 

Ironmen: Slavin and Teravainen own the second- and fourth-
longest ironmen streaks in franchise history. With 374 
consecutive games played, Slavin, who hasn't missed a 
game since Dec. 3, 2015, was just 40 games shy of tying 
Dave Tippett's record (419). Teravainen hasn't missed a 
game since Jan. 21, 2017, logging 271 consecutive games 
played since. Both ironman streaks will come to an end on 
Thursday. 

Potent Quotables 
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"I just really want it. Everything I do, whatever it takes, 
whatever position I'm in or whatever situation the coach puts 
me in on the ice, I just go out there and try to give it 100 
percent. I know it does sound a little bit cliché, but it's that 
little bit - maybe it's a chip on my shoulder, that internal drive 
that sets me apart. I've always kind of believed in myself." - 
Lorentz 

"We were itching to get back on the ice. The last two days 
have been really good for us, and we feel ready to get 
going." - Brady Skjei 

"Practice is practice. You never quite go like you would in a 
game. That's going to be a tough adjustment for the guys. 
There's no doubt about it. Their lungs will be burning, the 
legs and timing is just another notch up. They understand 
that, so hopefully we'll adjust quickly and get up to speed as 
fast as we can." - Brind'Amour 

The Opposition 

2019-20 record: 43-21-6, 92 points (.657 points %), 2nd in 
Atlantic Division 

CAR vs. TB in 2019-20: 2-1-0 
2019-20 leading scorer: Nikita Kucherov, 85 points (33g, 
52a) in 68 games 
Key additions: The Stanley Cup (because really, there's no 
cap space for anything else) 
Key subtractions: Zach Bogosian (D), Kevin Shattenkirk (D) 

The Lightning tied an NHL record with 62 wins in the 2018-
19 regular season. Just four games into the 2019 
postseason, their Cup hopes were suddenly and 
unpredictably dashed, having been swept by Columbus. 
Eighteen months removed from that humbling experience, 
the Lightning lifted the Stanley Cup after besting the Dallas 
Stars in six games in the Final inside the Edmonton bubble. 

Returning a largely unchanged roster, the Lightning won their 
first three games of the season before the Columbus Blue 
Jackets scored a 5-2 win on Saturday. The Bolts have been 
inactive since, their schedule also affected by the Canes' 
temporary shutdown. Steven Stamkos leads the team in 
scoring with six points (2g, 4a) in four games.

 

 

Super 16: Golden Knights take over No. 1 in NHL.com power rankings 

Jets, Panthers each make first appearance; Flames, 
Predators drop out 

By Dan Rosen 

The Vegas Golden Knights are the new No. 1 team in the 
Super 16 power rankings, overtaking the Tampa Bay 
Lighting by four voting points this week. 

The Golden Knights and Lightning split the vote for the No. 1 
team, each ranked first by seven of the 14 participating 
NHL.com staff members. But Vegas got the edge because it 
was ranked No. 2 six times opposed to four for Tampa Bay. 

The Dallas Stars made the biggest move, jumping eight 
spots to No. 5. In fairness, the voters ranked the Stars at No. 
13 last week without them having played. The Stars had their 
first four games postponed because of a COVID-19 outbreak 
and then started their season with three wins in a row. 

The Winnipeg Jets and Florida Panthers are new to the 
Super 16 after not being ranked last week. 

The New York Islanders took the biggest tumble, falling 
seven spots to No. 16. 

To create the Super 16, each of the 14 participating staff 
members put together his or her version of what they think it 
should look like. Those were submitted and a point total 
assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14, and so on down to No. 16, who got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (5-1-1) 

Total points: 214 

Last week: No. 2 

Max Pacioretty has scored six goals in seven games after 
the forward had a hat trick in a 5-4 shootout loss to the St. 
Louis Blues on Tuesday. Vegas outshot St. Louis 46-25 and 
has outshot its opponent six time this season. 

2. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (3-1-0) 

Total points: 210 

Last week: No. 1 

The Lightning have been particularly impressive in the 
second period, outscoring the opposition 6-2 and outshooting 
it 54-34. 

3. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (4-0-3) 

Total points: 176 

Last week: No. 4 
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The Capitals are 2-0-1 in three games since forwards Alex 
Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov, defenseman Dmitry Orlov, 
and goalie Ilya Samsonov had to quarantine because of 
COVID-19 protocol and local health restrictions. Their seven-
game point streak to start the season ties a Washington 
record set in 2011-12, when it won the first seven games. 

4. MONTREAL CANADIENS (4-0-2) 

Total points: 168 

Last week: No. 8 

Tyler Toffoli has a point in four straight games and the 
forward leads the Canadiens with five goals and eight points. 
Montreal is the one team in the Scotia North Division without 
a regulation loss. 

5. DALLAS STARS (3-0-0) 

Total points: 148 

Last week: No. 13 

The Stars have started with three straight wins largely 
because of their power play. They are 9-for-16, including 8-
for-12 in two wins against the Nashville Predators last 
week. Anton Khudobin has allowed three goals on 72 shots 
winning all three games. 

6. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (6-2-0) 

Total points: 147 

Last week: No. 5 

The Maple Leafs have won three in a row and five of their 
past six. They have scored at least one power-play goal in 
seven of their eight games, going 10-for-24 (41.7 percent). 
Toronto has scored 20 of its 26 goals after the first period. 

7. COLORADO AVALANCHE (4-3-0) 

Total points: 144 

Last week: No. 3 

The Avalanche have scored at least seven goals twice and 
they've been limited to two or fewer three times, illustrating 
their inconsistent start. Goalie Philipp Grubauer has allowed 
nine goals on 128 shots (1.81 goals-against average, .930 
save percentage) in his past five starts. Colorado is 11-for-11 
on the penalty kill in three home games. 

8. BOSTON BRUINS (4-1-1) 

Total points: 143 

Last week: No. 11 

The Bruins have won three games in a row at home, 
including in overtime against the Philadelphia Flyers and 
Pittsburgh Penguins. Boston is 5-for-10 on the power play 
during the winning streak. Left wing Brad Marchand has 
scored six points (three goals, three assists) in the three 
wins. 

9. ST. LOUIS BLUES (4-2-1) 

Total points: 112 

Last week: No. 6 

Jordan Kyrou has scored seven points (three goals, four 
assists) with 20 shots on goal in seven games. The forward 
scored 12 points (five goals, seven assists) and had 55 shots 
on goal in 44 NHL games entering the season. 

10. WINNIPEG JETS (5-2-0) 

Total points: 84 

Last week: NR 

Nikolaj Ehlers has scored in five straight games, an NHL 
career-long goal streak for the forward. Ehlers scored four 
points (one goal, three assists) in a 6-4 win against the 
Edmonton Oilers on Tuesday, giving him 11 points (five 
goals, six assists) in seven games. Forward Andrew 
Copp also scored four points (two goals, two assists) against 
the Oilers, giving him nine (four goals, five assists) this 
season. 

11. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (4-2-1) 

Total points: 78 

Last week: No. 16 

The Penguins have a point in five straight games (4-0-1), all 
earned after trailing. They were down 2-0 at the Bruins on 
Tuesday but scored twice in the third period before losing 3-2 
in overtime. Evgeni Malkin had an assist on the second goal, 
giving him 1,079 points (417 goals, 662 assists), tied with 
Jaromir Jagr for third in Penguins history. 

12. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (4-2-1) 

Total points: 72 

Last week: No. 7 

James van Riemsdyk has scored four goals, three on the 
power play, in his past three games. The forward scored two 
goals in a 5-4 shootout loss to the Bruins a week ago and 
two more in a 5-3 win against the New Jersey Devils on 
Tuesday, when defenseman Ivan Provorov scored three 
points (one goal, two assists). 

13. FLORIDA PANTHERS (3-0-0) 

Total points: 55 

Last week: NR 

Patric Hornqvist has scored four goals in three games to 
start the season. The forward scored the game-tying goal at 
19:57 of the third period and the shootout-winning goal in a 
4-3 shootout victory against the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Tuesday. He scored two goals in a 5-4 overtime win against 
the Chicago Blackhawks on Jan. 19. 

14. CAROLINA HURRICANES (2-1-0) 

Total points: 36 

Last week: No. 12 

The Hurricanes will play their first game in nine days when 
they host the Lightning on Thursday after four games were 
postponed because of a COVID-19 outbreak. They won't 
have forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast, Warren 
Foegele and Jordan Martinook, or defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, who are all in COVID-19 protocol. 
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15. MINNESOTA WILD (4-3-0) 

Total points: 35 

Last week: No. 15 

Wild goalies Cam Talbot and Kaapo Kahkonen have 
combined for a 2.27 GAA and .921 save percentage. Talbot 
is 2-1-0 with a 2.34 GAA and .925 save percentage. 
Kahkonen is 2-2-0 with a 2.22 GAA and .918 save 
percentage. 

16. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (3-3-0) 

Total points: 33 

Last week: No. 9 

The Islanders have lost their past two games, scoring two 
goals. They are 0-for-9 on the power play in their three 
losses and 4-for-16 (25.0 percent) in their three 
wins. Anthony Beauvillier is on injured reserve with a lower-
body injury. The forward missed his first game Tuesday, a 3-
2 loss to Washington. 

Others receiving points: Calgary Flames 22, New Jersey 
Devils 16, Los Angeles Kings 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 4, 
Edmonton Oilers 1, Buffalo Sabres 1 

Dropped out: Flames (No. 10), Nashville Predators (No. 14) 

  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. 
Dallas Stars; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. Florida Panthers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Carolina 
Hurricanes 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Boston Bruins; 4. 
Colorado Avalanche; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Montreal 
Canadiens; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Carolina Hurricanes; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Montreal Canadiens; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Dallas 
Stars; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. 
New Jersey Devils 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Montreal 
Canadiens; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Boston Bruins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Florida 
Panthers; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Carolina Hurricanes; 11. St. 

Louis Blues; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. New Jersey Devils; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 
16. Minnesota Wild 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Dallas 
Stars; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Boston Bruins; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Florida 
Panthers; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. St. Louis 
Blues; 6. Dallas Stars; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 
16. New Jersey Devils 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Montreal Canadiens; 
8. Boston Bruins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. New York Islanders; 
11. Dallas Stars; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. New Jersey 
Devils; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Dallas 
Stars; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. New York Islanders; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. 
Florida Panthers 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. 
Montreal Canadiens; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. St. Louis Blues; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. New Jersey Devils; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

BILL PRICE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. New Jersey 
Devils 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Boston Bruins; 6. 
Montreal Canadiens; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Toronto 
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Maple Leafs; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 14. Florida Panthers; 15. Columbus Blue 
Jackets; 16. New York Islanders 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Montreal 
Canadiens; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. St. 
Louis Blues; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Florida Panthers 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Dallas 
Stars; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Montreal Canadiens; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. New Jersey 
Devils 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Boston Bruins; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Montreal Canadiens; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Florida Panthers; 
14. Carolina Hurricanes; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres

 

Forslund took role as Kraken television broadcaster 'sight unseen' 

Voice of 2021-22 NHL expansion team eager to build trust 
with new audience 

By Nicholas J. Cotsonika 

John Forslund has never been to Seattle. Doesn't matter. 

The Seattle Kraken could see his work with the Hartford 
Whalers, Carolina Hurricanes and NBC Sports before 
introducing him as their TV broadcaster Tuesday. He's one 
of the best in the business. 

He has a background with Kraken general manager Ron 
Francis, a former Hurricanes player and executive, and 
experience with introducing the game to a new market, 
having relocated from Hartford to Carolina in 1997-98. 

This is an opportunity to tell the story of an NHL expansion 
team from its first face-off in 2021-22. 

"I took the job sight unseen, because I didn't need to see the 
place," Forslund said. "I care about the work environment 
and what kind of organization it is, and it's great. They're 
great from top to bottom, and they've treated me first class. 
So who wouldn't say yes to this?" 

Forslund's contract with the Hurricanes expired June 30, 
making him a free agent. Francis called July 1. Mostly, 
Francis checked in as a friend to see how Forslund and his 
family were doing. But Francis also said he was going to put 
him in touch with NHL Seattle president and CEO Tod 
Leiweke. 

Forslund joined the Whalers as public relations director in the 
summer of 1991, after they had traded Francis to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on March 4, 1991. He became TV 
broadcaster in 1995 and moved with the franchise to 
Carolina. 

He and Francis became friends while Francis played for the 
Hurricanes from 1998-2004; Forslund emceed the ceremony 
when they retired Francis' No. 10 on Jan. 28, 2006. They 
maintained a professional relationship as Francis served in 
the front office from 2006-18, the last four seasons as GM. 

Though the Hurricanes fired Francis on April 30, 2018, he 
laid the foundation for them to make the Eastern Conference 

Final in 2018-19 and return to the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 
2019-20, a good sign for the Kraken. 

"Unfortunately, he didn't get to see it through," Forslund said, 
"But his footprint is on that team. There's no question." 

After months of dialogue, Forslund and the Kraken agreed to 
a five-year contract, while the Kraken reached a multiyear 
agreement with Root Sports to be their regional sports 
network. 

Forslund will continue working for NBC Sports this season, 
move to Seattle after the playoffs and will be able to call 
national games while working for the Kraken. (The NHL 
media rights beyond this season have yet to be determined.) 

"If I'm lucky enough to be part of the national package, 
good," Forslund said. "But my prime focus is the Kraken. … 
There's absolutely nothing like being a broadcaster for a 
team, because it's a connection with a fan base. You're 
helping, in this case, grow from Day One, marking all these 
moments in time. 

"It's a dream. It's a dream come true for any broadcaster to 
be involved with an expansion team or a team like Carolina." 

There are significant differences between Carolina and 
Seattle. 

Carolina was a relocation done in a matter of months. The 
Hurricanes played in Greensboro, North Carolina, for two 
seasons before moving into their new home at what is now 
PNC Arena in Raleigh. 

Seattle is an expansion team that has been in the works 
since an online portal opened at 10 a.m. PT on March 1, 
2018, and 32,000 people made season-ticket deposits in 31 
hours. The NHL awarded the franchise to the city Dec. 4, 
2018. A new arena and training center are under 
construction and scheduled to be ready for the 2021-22 
season. Marketing is at another level in the social media age. 

"When we got [to Carolina], there were people wondering 
why," Forslund said. "No one's wondering why with the 
Kraken." 
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But Forslund helped people get hooked on hockey in 
Carolina, where the arena roared when the Hurricanes went 
to the Stanley Cup Final in 2002, won the Stanley Cup in 
2006 and hosted the NHL All-Star Game in 2011. 

He'll do the same in Seattle, a place with a rich hockey 
history and a mix of established fans and newcomers. He 
wants to develop trust with the audience and bring the same 
high standard the crew did with the Hurricanes. 

"You have to be cognizant of people that are aware of the 
game and already have their ideas about hockey," Forslund 

said. "They love the game. They love the team -- or another 
team. There will be some of that too. 

"And then there'll be people that are brand new, and those 
are the people that I love connecting with in North Carolina. It 
was the people that had never seen the game before, that 
figured out this is really cool to go see in person, this is great 
to follow on television and radio. That's where you get the 
most bang for your buck as a broadcaster. 

"That's kind of what this is going to be, and I want to attack it 
the same way."

 

 

Carolina plays Tampa Bay in division battle 

Tampa Bay Lightning (3-1-0, fourth in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (2-1-0, eighth in the Central Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Tampa Bay visits Carolina in a matchup of 
Central Division teams. 

Carolina went 38-25-5 overall and 8-12-1 in division play 
during the 2019-20 season. The Hurricanes scored 217 total 
goals last season while collecting 380 assists. 

Tampa Bay finished 18-5-1 in division action and 21-11-4 on 
the road a season ago. The Lightning recorded 414 assists 
on 243 total goals last season. 

The teams face off Thursday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Staal: out (covid-19). 

Lightning: Erik Cernak: day to day (undisclosed), Mitchell 
Stephens: out (knee).

 

Hurricanes set to return from COVID-19 pause, postponements 

By Aaron Beard 

The Carolina Hurricanes played just three games this season 
before having to shut down workouts and postpone four 
games due to COVID-19 concerns. 

They returned to practice this week and are set to play 
Thursday against Tampa Bay in what amounts to a second 
try at starting the season, although coach Rod Brind’Amour 
is missing key names and concerned about conditioning 
issues following the unexpected layoff. 

“You’ve got to deal with it,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s just it. 
The excuse jar is full. There’s no more, nobody cares, we’ve 
got to figure it out. And that’s the approach we have to have.” 

Carolina hasn’t played since winning at Nashville on Jan. 18, 
with coronavirus concerns nixing the next night’s rematch in 
the league’s first in-season postponement following the 
preseason postponement of the the Dallas Stars’ start to the 
season. The NHL later postponed Carolina’s two home 
games against Florida and Tuesday’s home game against 
Tampa Bay. 

In all, six Hurricanes players have appeared on the NHL’s 
daily COVID-19 unavailability list. 

Captain Jordan Staal was the first on Jan. 15, though he was 
removed Tuesday and was at the Hurricanes’ first full 

practice that day after the team had been limited to working 
in small groups a day earlier as the team reopened training 
facilities.  

“Obviously it was three games into the year and we were just 
really kind of starting to get on a roll,” defenseman Brady 
Skjei said after Wednesday’s workout. “Guys were excited to 
come back, that was the biggest thing. We were itching to 
get back on the ice.” 

Four players who went on the COVID-19 list the day of the 
Nashville postponement were still on it Wednesday 
afternoon: wingers Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and 
Warren Foegele, and defenseman Jaccob Slavin. Winger 
Jesper Fast, an offseason signee from the New York 
Rangers, has been on the list since Saturday. 

Staal said he battled minor symptoms such as a cough and 
chills after testing positive, saying he felt “like a leper for a 
little while there” as the team’s first player to test positive. 
The NHL has said the team followed required health and 
safety guidelines before the postponements, and the 
unavailability list includes a range of factors including a 
positive test, isolation or quarantines due to contact tracing. 

“You start breaking down your steps and then where you 
were,” Staal said. “Beyond like walking through the 
Walgreens or the grocery store or stuff like that, it’s not 
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much. … It’s obviously something that’s very easily 
spreadable through this world and guys try to figure it out. It’s 
unfortunate I got it and it went the way it did.” 

Brind’Amour said the team is “still missing so many guys, it 
doesn’t quite feel right” at the restarted practices. He said the 
team spent time during the stoppage reviewing the first three 
games and keeping players mentally ready. 

He expects conditioning issues considering players had to 
spent part of last week working out on their own. Center 
Sebastian Aho said Tuesday his home routine included an 
exercise bike, dumbbells and strength bands. 

“I think the biggest apprehension that whole week was: Are 
there going to be more guys?” Brind’Amour said. “That was 
always every day, you’re just like: ‘OK, what’s going on?’ 
Hopefully that’s behind us.”

 

 

Central Division Weekly Roundup: Every Team Has Played a Game! 

We haven’t had all teams playing at the same time yet, but at 
least every team has returned to action for the 2021 season. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets: 7 Points (2-2-3) 

The Blue Jackets completed the first blockbuster trade of the 
season when they traded Pierre-Luc Dubois and a 2022 
third-round draft pick to the Winnipeg Jets for Jack Roslovic 
and Patrik Laine. The players will have to quarantine for 14 
days and miss seven games. The biggest question mark is 
Laine who is on the last year of his current deal and is a 
pending restricted free agent. The trade can only be judged 
after that contract is figured out and he re-signs.  

While they did give up their top center, they get back a 
second or third-line center in Roslovic, who is also a 
Columbus native. Roslovic can mean a lot for the team and 
the relationship with the area. Having a homegrown player 
can also help show the success of hockey in the area for 
other players looking to move to Columbus. Roslovic also 
signed a new two-year, $3.8-million contract, and will be a 
restricted free agent when the contract ends. The Blue 
Jackets had previously inquired about both players and were 
able to snag both in one deal.  

2. Dallas Stars: 6 Points (3-0-0) 

The Dallas Stars have wasted no time after their delayed 
start and picked up right where they left off last. The Stars 
have won their first three games by a combined score of 12-
3. The Stars have been led by Joe Pavelski who has been 
shot out of a cannon with eight points in three games, seven 
of which have come on the man advantage. The Stars have 
five players that are averaging a point-per-game pace in 
Pavelski, John Klingberg, Roope Hintz, Denis Gurianov and 
Alexander Radulov.  

With just a one goal against per game pace, you would think 
that Ben Bishop has gotten off to a hot start, but he is still out 
with the same knee injury that forced him out last season. 
That means that playoff hero and former Carolina Hurricane 
Anton Khudobin has been tearing it up between the pipes. 
Khudobin has a .958 sv%, which ranks second in the league 
and the lowest GAA of .99. In just three games he has 

already registered a shutout and an assist. For the stat of the 
year, after last night’s game he has 69 saves on the year. 

3. Florida Panthers: 6 Points (3-0-0) 

The Florida Panthers may have had to wait to get their 
season started, but they have also started strong out of the 
gates. They have three wins in their first three games and 
pulled even with the Lightning last night with a shootout win 
against the Blue Jackets. The Panthers’ leading scorer is 
Patric Hornqvist, who has four points and three goals in three 
games. Hornqvist was acquired by the Panthers this 
offseason in the deal that sent Mike Matheson to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins.  

The Panthers were also able to benefit from starting their 
season with their first two games coming against Chicago. 
They have 13 goals combined in their first three games 
which leads the league in goals per game (yes I know it’s a 
small sample size). The Panthers will still need to get Sergei 
Bobrovsky going. He has two starts this season and his best 
performance was a .889 sv% in a game where he let up four 
goals on 36 shots. They will not be able to win sustainably 
without their goaltending performing at an average level.  

4. Tampa Bay Lightning: 6 Points (3-1-0) 

Breaking down the standings all season will be a little tough 
with every team playing a different amount of games. Since 
last week, the Lightning have played just two games since 
the midway point of January. It is going to be tough to get a 
full feel on Tampa until they play a good stretch of games in 
a row. They had their third and fourth games postponed to 
later dates and then had to deal with the Canes’ outbreak.  

In their four games played they still have six points and are in 
great shape in the division. The Lightning did have a little bit 
of a problem with the Blue Jackets. They were taken to 
overtime by the Blue Jackets. In their second game, they 
were beaten by the full-strength Columbus roster without 
Dubois. With their first two wins coming against Chicago, we 
still don’t know how this team will stand up to competition 
night in and night out this season.  
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5. Nashville Predators: 4 Points (2-3-0) 

Coming into the season, the Predators certainly expected to 
be in the top four of the division to go into the playoffs. So far 
they are one of three teams in the central that are below .500 
in the standings. The Preds struggled in their series last 
week against the Dallas Stars, losing by a combined score of 
10-2. The good news is that they did get Mikael Granlund, 
who missed their first two games quarantining, back in their 
lineup. Granlund has three points in his first three games and 
is a welcome addition to the lineup. 

More good news for Nashville is that Roman Josi shows no 
signs of slowing down. He is leading the team both 
offensively and defensively. The top pairing is averaging over 
24 minutes of ice team, most often against the opposition’s 
best lines. The Swiss defender also leads the team in shots 
with 26 this season. Last night he recorded the overtime 
game-winner against the Blackhawks in a much-needed win 
to right the ship.  

6. Chicago Blackhawks: 6 Points (2-3-2) 

The Blackhawks will have to be happy that they are currently 
in fourth place, but that is also largely due to playing more 
games than three teams that they are ahead of in the 
standings. Their only two regulation wins have come against 
the last-place team, the Detroit Red Wings, who were also 
dealing with multiple player absences due to COVID. 
Chicago is one of the bottom teams in the league when it 
comes to even-strength scoring; the Hawks have just 10 
goals at even strength in seven games.  

The Blackhawks do excel on the power play where they rank 
second in the league with nine power-play tallies. This 
breakdown between even-strength goals and power-play 
goals magnifies the issues with their roster. They do have 
some high-end talent offensive talent with Patrick Kane, 
Dylan Strome, and Dominik Kubalik they just don’t have any 
depth to compete up and down the roster. This is like what 
happened with the New York Rangers last year, who led the 
league with their power play.  

7. Detroit Red Wings: 5 Points (2-4-1) 

The Red Wings are one of three teams in the Central 
Division that have played their entire season schedule as 
planned. This fact is even more surprising when you look at 

the fact that they also have five players on the COVID list 
which is tied with the Hurricanes for most in the NHL but 
have had to continue playing their games. The absence of 
these four forwards and a defenseman have hurt the Wings, 
who had started strong but have not played well as of late. 

Detroit was swept in its first mini-series against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, the only team that the Red Wings can look at 
and say that they are better than on paper. They lost those 
games by a combined score of 10-3 and extended their 
losing streak to three games. Neither Thomas Greiss nor 
Jonathan Bernier were able to post at least a .900 sv% in 
those games. The Wings are better than these last two 
games and will be more competitive when they have their full 
roster. It just makes it a tougher start for Dylan Larkin’s first 
season as a captain and a roster that desperately needs 
some confidence.  

8. Carolina Hurricanes: 4 Points (2-1-0) 

Not too much has changed from last week for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, except we now have a complete COVID picture 
for the Canes. The Canes ended up having six players on 
the NHL’s COVID protocol list, the only new case in the past 
week is Jesper Fast. Fast was added to the COVID list on 
Saturday. With no new names coming since Saturday, the 
Canes were able to return to a full practice Tuesday and 
should be able to resume against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
Thursday. 

The Canes have been finding interesting ways to keep active 
while the team facilities have been closed. Strength and 
conditioning coach Bill Burniston has been busy. Once the 
team made it back home, he was distributing exercise 
equipment to different players. Last weekend he also found 
an instructor to lead a remote workout for the players.  

Looking to returning to the ice, it will be a challenge for the 
Canes to play with a depleted roster Thursday. However, 
they are already looking at playing 53 games in 100 days. 
That is going to take a toll on the team, so if they are able to 
play any games now, even with every taxi squad player 
active on the roster, that prevents them from canceling more 
games and forcing them to play 54 or 55 games in that same 
100-day span. This will be an intense end to the season with 
several back-to-back sets.
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‘You root for guys like that:’ Opportunity knocks for Hurricanes’ Lorentz 

While the Canes will face the difficult circumstances of 
having five regulars out of the lineup Thursday night, that will 
mean opportunities for others, including 2015 seventh 
rounder Steven Lorentz. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

When the Hurricanes return to play for the first time since 
last Tuesday on Thursday against the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
it will hardly be under ideal circumstances. The Canes will be 
without five lineup regulars in forwards Jesper Fast, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele and 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin due to their placement on the 
NHL’s COVID protocol list. 

However, those absences will mean opportunities for others. 
One of those is rookie forward Steven Lorentz, who is 
expected to make his NHL debut Thursday, and was grinning 
from ear to ear at the prospect of it during a Zoom media 
availability Wednesday. 

Obviously, these aren’t the circumstances Lorentz imagined 
for his first NHL game, but he’s ready to celebrate the 
milestone. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s super, super different,” Lorentz said. “It’s 
going to be a little bit weird, I obviously haven’t played since 
March. … But at the same time, hockey’s hockey. So you’ve 
just got to go out there and be ready to stick to what got you 
here in the first place. So I’m obviously going to have a little 
bit of nerves come game time. But right now, I’m just trying to 
keep it relaxed, stay focused and try and play my game.” 

One change from a normal NHL debut will be that Lorentz’s 
family and friends won’t be able to pack the stands to watch 
him play.  

But we won’t let that diminish the moment for him, and he 
knows his loved ones will be watching from afar.  

“I know they’ll be there in spirit,” Lorentz said. “I’m going to 
have so many friends and family watching at home and 
cheering me on. It would be nice to have them there, and be 
able to see them after the game and what not. But it’s the 
NHL, and I’m just so happy to be here. I’m just going to do 
everything I can to contribute. It has been a long journey to 
get to this point, but I wouldn’t be able to get here without my 
family. So there’s just as much to thank as anybody else. I’m 
so happy that they’re going to be able to at least watch the 
game.” 

As Lorentz stated, it’s been a long journey for him. Since 
being drafted in the seventh round of the 2015 NHL draft, 
Lorentz played five more seasons across three different 
leagues before earning a spot on this year’s taxi squad and 
getting this opportunity now.  

Lorentz had his work cut out for him as a seventh rounder, 
but he never viewed that as a deterrent or obstacle to his 
goals, but an opportunity to put in the work and prove he 
belongs. 

“It’s really cliche, but if you really do all the right things, 
things tend to fall into place,” Lorentz said. “I’ve kind of 
believed that since the word go. … I just tried to enjoy every 

day of being a player who got the opportunity to be drafted to 
the NHL, go to NHL camps and learn from some of the best 
players in the world. That’s kind of what I’ve done throughout 
the years. I realized I wasn’t that first-round pick who’s going 
to jump in and contribute right away. But I always listened to 
my coaches, wherever I was, whether it was the east coast 
or the American League. I was fortunate that they believed in 
me and my abilities to put me in all the right situations to 
succeed. So obviously here I am and I just can’t wait to get in 
the lineup.” 

Throughout his two more seasons with Peterborough Petes 
of the OHL, a season spent mostly in the ECHL and two full 
seasons at the American League level, it was that belief in 
himself, and drive to do whatever was asked of him, that kept 
Lorentz pushing ahead towards his ultimate goals. 

“I think the thing that maybe set me apart from other guys 
who might have been drafted a little bit higher and maybe 
had a better season, maybe deserved to be on a team or 
have a call up before myself, I think I just really want it,” 
Lorentz said. “Everything I do, whatever it takes, whatever 
position I’m in, whatever situation the coach puts me in out 
on the ice, I think I just go out there and try and give it 100%. 
I know it sounds a little bit cliche, maybe it’s a chip on my 
shoulder, that internal drive that sets me apart, but I’ve 
always believed in myself and I tend to block out what other 
people might be saying and the stuff that’s out of my control. 
I just try to stick to what I do best.” 

Lorentz has had plenty of examples to learn and grow from 
in his career so far. Between his two seasons in junior, lone 
season in Florida that included a run to the ECHL’s 
championship round and being part of the Checkers’ 2019 
cup run, Lorentz has tried to take lessons and experience 
from each of his teammates at different levels and apply 
them to his own game.  

“Playing on these winning teams, you learn so much from the 
veterans and young guys who have certain types of skills,” 
Lorentz said. “I like to talk to every guy on the team, whether 
they’re grinders or skill guys, about what makes them tick. 
So you just learn so many different tools and stuff that you 
can learn in the game. I think that’s kind of the game that I 
want to play, is just be that Swiss-Army Knife where I can be 
relied on in any situation.” 

Being that “Swiss-Army Knife” type has already endeared 
him to Carolina’s coaches. Rod Brind’Amour knows Lorentz 
wants to contribute and likely plans to use him on the penalty 
kill in his debut.  

Brind’Amour also wants to make sure Lorentz enjoys the 
moment. Though it’s been a minute (about 32 years, to be 
more precise), Brind’Amour remembers his NHL debut, and 
knows that night means everything to a first-year NHLer. 

“Whenever someone has that game, I always remember how 
exciting it was for me,” Brind’Amour said. “You kind of gloss 
over it now as not that big a deal, we’re in the big picture, but 
for him it is. For that person, it’s huge. So you just try to 
make sure they enjoy it, because you only get one of these. 
You get one crack at your first game. So you just want to 
make sure they’re not out there playing apprehensive. Just 
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go play. I find that’s the best message. It doesn’t always 
work that way. They’re obviously going to be nervous. But he 
only gets one crack at it, so he might as well put his best foot 
forward.” 

The Hurricanes’ veterans will look to help Lorentz put that 
best foot forward. As the team’s captain and one of its most-
experienced players, Jordan Staal would already figure to be 
a mentor and steady influence for a young player making his 
debut.  

But that relationship is likely to be even stronger with Lorentz 
skating on Staal’s wing in both of the team’s practices this 
week. And, as fate would have it, Staal had an admirer in 
Lorentz long before the 24-year-old joined the Hurricanes’ 
organization. 

“It’s funny, because I even told him this, and I didn’t mean to 
make him feel old, but I remember watching his videos when 
he was a rookie with the Penguins and him and his brothers 
were sponsored by Bauer,” Lorentz said. “It’s crazy how 
things do fall into place. Now I’m sitting here and he’s a 
veteran. I get to look up to him. I do tend to model my game 
after him a little. I want to play that hard-nosed, up-and-
down, 200-foot player that can contribute offensively and be 
relied on defensively.  

“So he told me anytime I had a question I can go to him. It’s 
so nice to know that you can rely on a guy like that who’s 

such a respected leader and who’s looked up to in the locker 
room so much. So I’m very fortunate that I have those guys 
who have my back and who will assist me step by step. They 
know I’m going to make mistakes, but they’re going to be 
there to correct me when that happens.” 

The last week and change has been a trying time for the 
Hurricanes, with, at one point, six players, including Staal 
(who has since recovered and been cleared) placed on the 
COVID list. That’s only underscored the uncertainty of this 
season, and the difficulties each team, coaches and players 
are likely to face.  

It would only be natural for there to be a bit more of a somber 
mood around the team amid these circumstances. But if 
there’s one element that could instantly serve to cheer 
everyone up, it’s being around a guy like Lorentz, and seeing 
the joy he exudes as his long-awaited dream of suiting up for 
an NHL game approaches.  

“You talk to the guy and you come away with a smile on your 
face,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s just happy to be alive. He’s 
happy to have this opportunity to play in the NHL, whether 
there’s zero fans, nothing, whatever. It’s not the ideal debut, 
but he’s just happy to be here. He wants to contribute. He 
doesn’t just want to check the list off that he played a game 
in the NHL. He wants to do something special. And you root 
for guys like that. I don’t know what it is about him, but you 
just do root for him.”

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Hurricanes’ long awaited home opener is finally here.  

By Sarah.A  

After having four games postponed due to a COVID-related 
shutdown, the Carolina Hurricanes are finally back and ready 
for action. Sure, they’ll have 53 games to play over a span of 
101 days—and that’s barring any additional 
postponements—but that’s a problem to contemplate in the 
future.  

The Hurricanes make their home debut tonight against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, who have played just four games so 
far, thanks to the cascading issues brought on by games 
being postponed around the Central Division.  

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Record 2-1-0 3-1-0 

Goals/Game 3.00 3.75 

Goals Against/Game 2.00 2.50 

Shots/Game 32.67 34.75 

Face Off Win % 47.6% 49.3% 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.0% (13th) 27.3% (10th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.9% (6th) 76.9% (17th) 

ES Corsi For % 57.92% 52.01% 

ES PDO 97.79 103.30 

PIM/Game 07:40 07:45 

Goaltender #1 

Category Petr Mrazek Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Record 1-1-0 3-1-0 

Save % .912 .920 

GAA 1.53 2.24 

Goaltender 1  
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Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Christopher Gibson 

Record 1-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .939 .000 

GAA 2.01 0.00 

Goaltender 2  

Game Notes 

 Hurricanes games may be resuming, but they’ll still 
be playing with a depleted roster, as five players are 
still on the COVID protocol-related absence list: 
Jesper Fast, Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, 
Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen. Jordan Staal, 
who has been removed from the list and practiced 
the last two days, is expected to play tonight.  

 Steven Lorentz is already confirmed to be making 
his NHL debut tonight. Lorentz, a 2015 seventh-
round draft pick, has spent the past three seasons 
in the AHL and ECHL, capturing a Calder Cup with 
the Charlotte Checkers in 2019. Sheldon Rempal, 
signed in free agency after the Los Angeles Kings 
didn’t extend a qualifying offer to him, may also be 
drawing in on the fourth line, and Jake Bean will 
likely make his season debut on the blue line.  

 With the Hurricanes’ last game taking place about a 
week and a half ago, there isn’t much to compare 

to, in regards to players on hot streaks or lines that 
were particularly clicking. Much like bye weeks or 
holiday breaks, this is almost a reset for the team, a 
chance to erase bad habits and start fresh.  

 If the Hurricanes want to model themselves after 
another team returning after a COVID delay, they 
should take a few lessons from the Dallas Stars, 
who have 12 goals over three games and are 
undefeated, despite playing with a depleted roster. 
The key to their success? A red-hot power play. 
The Hurricanes are currently in the middle of the 
pack in the league, with a 25% conversion rate 
through their three games. The Lightning have a 
fairly average penalty kill, so the Hurricanes may 
find themselves in a position to chip in some goals 
on the man advantage tonight.  

 The Tampa Bay Lightning have just one loss this 
season, a 5-2 game against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Saturday. Ever since the Blue Jackets 
swept the Lightning in the playoffs, matchups 
between these two have been constantly emotional, 
with this game no exception. Two Lightning players 
were lost to injury in that matchup: defenseman Erik 
Cernak is considered day-to-day with an upper 
body injury, and forward Mitchell Stephens is out 
indefinitely with an upper body injury.  

 As always, watch out for Steven Stamkos. Fully 
healthy, he says he feels better than he has at any 
point in the past year, and he’s making an impact 
on the ice, leading the Lightning in scoring with six 
points through four games. A vaguely injured 
Stamkos was always dangerous; a healthy Stamkos 
could be a menace for the Hurricanes. 
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Wolves Earn Exhibition Win 

The Chicago Wolves reeled off six goals in a row to 
overcome an early deficit and earn a 6-1 exhibition victory 
over the Rockford IceHogs Wednesday afternoon at 
Triphahn Center in Hoffman Estates. 

Rookie forwards David Cotton, Jason Cotton and Jamieson 
Rees combined for four goals in their professional debuts 
while Elmhurst native Lukas Craggs also scored and veteran 
forward Sean Malone contributed a short-handed goal and 
two assists in the Wolves’ lone exhibition before their opener 
Friday, Feb. 5. 

Alexandre Carrier and Rem Pitlick added two assists apiece 
for the victors, who will play all of its home games this 
season at the Chicago Wolves Training Facility at Triphahn 
Center. 

Rockford opened the scoring at 4:17 of the first on 
defenseman Chad Krys’ power-play goal. The Wolves pulled 
even at 1:28 of the second when the 19-year-old Rees 
knocked a rebound past IceHogs starting goaltender Scott 
Darling. 

Malone gave Chicago the lead for good at 14:36 of the 
second period with a short-handed redirect against Rockford 
backup goaltender Cale Morris. 

The Wolves pulled away in the third period starting with 
Cotton’s bar-down wrister at 3:22. Craggs scored at 7:19 to 
make it 4-1, then David Cotton — Jason’s younger brother — 
added a pair of goals four minutes apart to close the scoring. 

Antoine Bibeau started in goal for the Wolves and picked up 
the win with 16 saves in the first two periods. Rookie Jeremy 
Helvig entered at the start of the third period and rejected all 
eight shots he faced. 

The Wolves kick off their 27th season on Friday, Feb. 5, 
when they host the Grand Rapids Griffins. There can’t be 
fans in the building due to Illinois Department of Public 
Health safety guidelines, but fans’ smiling faces can be in the 
building with a personalized cutout placed in the Chicago 
Wolves Fan Gallery. To get yours, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

Hurricanes 7th-round draft pick Lorentz ready for NHL debut 

By Todd Gibson 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – It may have taken a pandemic for 
it to happen, but it’s not very often that a seventh-round draft 
pick gets the chance to play in the NHL. Steven Lorentz will 
make his debut Thursday when the Carolina Hurricanes host 
defending champion Tampa Bay. 

“It’s the NHL and I’m just so happy to be here,” Lorentz said. 
“It’s been a long journey to get to this point.” 

The Hurricanes picked Lorentz 187th overall in the 2015 
NHL draft. Picks that deep in the draft usually fade away 
after a few years, but not Lorentz. He’s always had the 
confidence. All he needed was an opportunity. 

“Since I was young, I always kind of had the skill level to kind 
of move up,” Lorentz said. “The thing that maybe set me 
apart from guys who were drafted higher than me is my 
want-to.” 

And that’s exactly what the Hurricanes saw in Lorentz. That’s 
why he’s been able to climb the hockey ladder to where he is 
now. 

“He’s just happy to be here and he wants to contribute,” said 
Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “He doesn’t just 
want to check the list off and play in the NHL. He wants to do 
something special. 

“You root for guys like that. I don’t know what it is about him 
but you do just root for him.” 
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Lorentz will now get his chance to play at the highest level. 
He will be on the same line as Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal. 

Lorentz knows he would not have gotten this opportunity at 
this point if not for the pandemic. That’s just fine with him. 

“I was so fortunate the ‘Canes did take a chance on me in 
the seventh round,” Lorentz said. “I didn’t really look at it as 

being a seventh-round pick and being on the outside looking 
in. I just tried to enjoy every day of being a player who got 
the opportunity to be drafted to the NHL. 

“Here I am and I just can’t wait to get into the lineup.” 

That long wait for Lorentz will end on Thursday when the 
Hurricanes play their home opener against the Lightning.
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Hornets, Hurricanes TV games switching from FOX Sports to Bally. What 
that means for you 

 

BY ALEX ANDREJEV 

 

Charlotte Hornets forward P.J. Washington, right, secures a rebound 
during second half action against the New York Knicks on Monday, 
January 11, 2021 at Spectrum Center in Charlotte, NC. The Hornets 
defeated the Knicks 109-88. 

A changing of channel names was inevitable and now it’s upon nearly 
cable subscribers who tune in to Charlotte Hornets and Carolina 
Hurricanes games. 

Sinclair Broadcast Group and Bally’s Corporation unveiled Wednesday 
new names for Sinclair-owned FOX regional sports networks (RSNs) and 
a new Bally Sports logo. 

As part of the rebranding, FOX Sports South and FOX Sports Southeast 
will be renamed Bally Sports South and Bally Sports Southeast, 
respectively, in the coming months. Last year, Sinclair signed an 10-year, 
$85 million deal with Bally’s casinos for FOX RSN naming rights as the 
media conglomerate moved to capitalize on sports gamification. 
Wednesday’s brand announcement is the latest product of that deal. 

“Rolling out Bally’s iconic logo across Sinclair’s regional sports networks 
is a rewarding first step in a transformational partnership that is going to 
revolutionize the U.S. sports betting, gaming and media industries,” a 
statement from Bally’s CEO George Papanier said. 

What that means for Hornets and Hurricanes fans who have cable is that 
channel names will change. A Sinclair spokesperson confirmed that there 
will be no changes to local channel numbers, nor to the teams seen on 
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each network. Only the name of the network will change locally for 
viewers. 

Carolina sports fans will see games for the Carolina Hurricanes (NHL), 
Atlanta Braves (MLB), Atlanta United (MLS), Atlanta Dream (WNBA) and 
the ACC on Bally Sports South (previously FOX Sports South, and FOX 
Sports Carolinas for Hurricanes). 

Atlanta Braves, United and Dream games will also be broadcast on Bally 
Sports Southeast, in addition to Charlotte Hornets games (NBA). Hornets 
games were previously broadcast on FOX Sports Southeast. 

HORNETS STREAMING OPTIONS STILL LACKING 

The network name change should be a minor shift for local professional 
sports fans with cable. For those without cable, the struggle continues to 
stream Hornets games on any platform other than AT&T TV NOW. The 
FOX RSNs that broadcast the games were not available on FuboTV, 
Hulu, SlingTV or YouTube TV at the start the 2021 season as carriage 
disputes with Sinclair persisted. There was no update as to whether that 
would change given the recent Bally rebranding announcement. 

In a statement to the Tampa Bay Times Wednesday, Sinclair said it 
remained “committed to reaching a fair agreement with both Hulu and 
YouTube TV to carry the FOX RSNs,” but there appeared to be no 
progress in those conversations. 

“At no time have we demanded exorbitant fees for these channels,” the 
statement said. “Instead, we have consistently offered both pay TV 
providers extremely fair deals in line with what hundreds of other TV 
services have agreed to and continue to agree to. We have yet to see 
that same commitment from either provider to put consumers first.” 

“Unfortunately, at this point we have no choice but to conclude that 
neither Disney (which owns Hulu) nor Google (which owns YouTube) is 
willing to engage in good-faith discussions or return the RSNs to their 
platforms,” the statement concluded. 

Sinclair is reportedly in the process of developing a sports app to replace 
the FOX Sports Go app to address its direct-to-consumers streaming 
needs, but no timeline has been announced for the rollout. Sinclair 
acquired FOX Regional Sports Networks in 2019. 
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His ultimate goal was the NHL. Due to COVID, he’ll get to make his 
debut as a Hurricane. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

They’re ready at the Lorentz house on Pineland Court in Waterloo, 
Ontario. 

They’ll all be gathered near the TV on Thursday night -- Mark and Karon 
Lorentz and their daughters Stephanie, Jennifer and Jamie. Their son, 
Steven, will be away, playing hockey. 

Karon Lorentz remembers that when Steven was six years old, he sat 
down with one of his coaches and wrote out his goals. The piece of 
paper is still tacked on a bulletin board in his bedroom, Karon said. His 
hockey goal: the NHL. 

“Oh, my gosh, it’s always been his goal,” Karon Lorentz said in an 
interview Wednesday with the News & Observer. “He started skating 
when he was 2, started playing organized hockey at 4. Then, one day at 
home, after a game ...” 

He said it. Boldly. 

“He said his goal was to play in the NHL,” Karon said, laughing. “No baby 
steps. The ultimate goal.” 

Steven Lorentz, 24, will do that for the first time Thursday, for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. The winger, once a seventh-round draft pick, will 
make his NHL debut and be on a line centered by Jordan Staal. Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Wednesday the forward also could be used 
in penalty killing. 

With the Canes missing five players because of NHL COVID-19 
protocols, Lorentz is needed and will get his chance. The opponent: the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion. Some debut, eh? 

“We’re so excited,” Karon Lorentz said. “He’s always had to come from 
behind, but he was always determined and he’s always worked hard and 
had a great work ethic. 

“I think that’s what got him through. People doubted him but that just 
drove him that much harder, to prove some people wrong and show he 
can do this. He’s always believed in himself and so did we.” 

STEVEN LORENTZ AND HIS NHL OPPORTUNITY 

Karon Lorentz didn’t try to hide the excitement in her voice, try to play it 
cool on the phone. It was a lot like the Zoom media interview Steven 
Lorentz had conducted an hour earlier, after the Canes’ practice at Wake 
Competition Center. 

“You talk to the guy and you come away with a smile on your face,” 
Brind’Amour said on the media call. “He’s just happy to be alive, happy to 
have this opportunity to play in the NHL, whether there’s zero fans, 
whatever. It’s not the ideal debut but he’s just happy to be here and he 
wants to contribute. 

“He doesn’t want to just check the list off that he played in the NHL. He 
wants to do something special. And you root for guys like that.” 

Lorentz has reached this point the hardest of ways, been the long shot. 
He was once a 12th-round pick in the Ontario Hockey League draft, then 
the 186th player taken in the 2015 NHL Draft. He played in the ECHL, 
then the American Hockey League for the Charlotte Checkers, winning a 
Calder Cup. 

“I never thought there was a rush to get to the next level,” Lorentz said. “I 
just wanted to enjoy every step. I took time to get some confidence in the 
pro game, playing with bigger players.” 

Lorentz kept getting better, bigger. He matured physically and is now 6-4 
and 206 pounds. Last season, he had 23 goals in 61 games for the 
Checkers and was one of the team’s best players at even strength. He 
went with the Canes to the Toronto bubble for the 2020 playoff games in 
August, although he did not play. 

Lorentz scored a goal against Tampa Bay in one of the Canes’ 
preseason games in September 2019. This will be the real thing. 

“Everyone realizes it is a bit of weird year but at the same time hockey’s 
hockey,” Lorentz said on the media call. “You just have to be ready to go 
out there and stick to what got you here. Obviously, you’re going to have 
a little bit of nerves come game time but right now I’m trying to keep it 
relaxed.” 

LORENTZ TO BE ‘SWISS ARMY KNIFE’ 

Lorentz said he hoped to be a “Swiss Army Knife” kind of player able to 
help out in different ways. He’ll play hard in the defensive zone. He’ll 
aggressively forecheck. He can kill penalties. He said he wants to be a 
“hard-nosed player” like Staal. 

“Maybe it’s a chip on my shoulder, that internal drive that maybe sets me 
apart,” he said. “I’ve always kind of believed in myself. ... Maybe it’s 
cliche but I just like coming to the rink with a happy, positive mindset.” 

Told that Lorentz appeared to be on the verge of hyperventilating 
Wednesday in talking about his debut, Karon Lorentz laughed again. 
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“He might have been,” she said. “I just hope he can get some sleep 
tonight.” 

Could be a sleepless night for the whole Lorentz family. 

LIGHTNING AT HURRICANES 

When: 7 p.m., Thursday 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

WATCH: FSCR 
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Hurricanes’ home opener has empty feeling after unexpected 
coronavirus pause 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

The least heralded home opener in the two-plus decades the Carolina 
Hurricanes have been here will see a depleted and potentially rusty team 
grace the ice against — no big deal — the defending Stanley Cup 
champions. 

The lack of fanfare has nothing to do with the team, which had its 
moments (and its ups and downs) in the three games it was able to play 
before shutting down thanks to a spate of positive COVID-19 tests. The 
Hurricanes entered the expectations as high as they’ve ever been. But 
with an empty building and empty parking lots, they might as well be 
playing the Tampa Bay Lightning on a soundstage somewhere as much 
as PNC Arena. 

Which is, of course, basically what the NHL did last summer with its 
bubbles in Toronto and Edmonton to finish the 2020 season. That went 
surprisingly smoothly. The new season, not quite as much. 

It isn’t all that equitable for the Hurricanes to jump back into the mix 
without five key players against the best team in the league with only two 
practices after a week off, but that’s the reality of the NHL in 2021. 
(Never mind cramming the four missed games back into a schedule 
already compressed to the utmost; that bill is coming and has yet to be 
paid.) 

“I’d love to say you can always find something good to come out of bad 
things, but I wouldn’t be telling the truth,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We made the best of what we could, at least. We did 
some review, we tried to keep the guys’ minds sharp on the hockey side 
of things, but it’s not the same. That’s for sure. And then there’s the 
physical side of it.” 

Not only will their lungs be burning Thursday night, the Hurricanes will be 
missing a Norris Trophy candidate, their most versatile forward, their 
most vocal leader and their big free-agent signing, but at least they still 
have Brind’Amour; the Vegas Golden Knights are operating without their 
entire quarantined coaching staff at the moment. 

Such is the way of life in the NHL this season. The games must go on. 
The break-glass-in-case-of-emergency taxi squad is not merely an 
ornament. It’s a vital part of the operation, as it will demonstrate 
Thursday night when the Taxicanes take the ice — the Hurricanes’ 
temporary loss is Steven Lorentz’s immediate gain, making his NHL 
debut — instead of the full squad that was just getting its skates under 
itself when the season came to an abrupt halt after only three games. 

“It’s what we’re living in,” Brind’Amour said. “At the end of the day you’re 
just happy it’s behind us, hopefully. That was the biggest apprehension 
the whole week, was it going to be more guys? Every day, you were just 
like, what’s going on?” 

That’s the one saving grace. This absolutely could have been worse for 
the Hurricanes: More players missing, players or staff who are actually ill 
and not merely positive or lightly symptomatic, a cascade of positives 
leaving the team off the ice for an even longer gap. The Dallas Stars — 
like Clemson in college football — had the good misfortune to go through 
this before the season even got going and were able to start from scratch 
last Friday. 

The Hurricanes spent their time away from the rink the way everybody 
else has for 10 months: virtually. They studied video, did group fitness 
classes and otherwise conducted their business online instead of on the 
ice. Jordan Staal is back, the other five are not. 

This was supposed to be a two-game series Tuesday-Thursday. The 
Hurricanes and Lightning will get half of that, and then it’s on to the rest 
of the season, 52 more games in 100 days, ready or not. 
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Lightning captain Steven Stamkos’ return still ‘a work in progress’ 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

BRANDON — Steven Stamkos is skating freely again. The smile is back. 
And through the Lightning’s first four games of the season, the captain’s 
presence on the ice is as noticeable as ever. 

But to say Stamkos is all the way back from an injury-plagued 2020 
would be an overstatement, and he’d be the first to tell you that. 

Stamkos has a team-high six points — two goals and four assists — 
through the first four games of a season that has seen three of Tampa 
Bay’s games over the first 14 days called off because of opponents’ 
coronavirus outbreaks. 

Though it’s a small sample size, Stamkos’ ice time has gradually 
increased every game, from 15:53 in the season opener to 21:44 against 
the Blue Jackets on Saturday. He is averaging 40 more seconds of ice 
time than he did last season. 

These are promising signs for Stamkos, who had two core muscle 
surgeries last year. He had the first March 2, six days after what ended 
up being his last regular-season game. He then suffered a setback as he 
prepared to return for the postseason in August. And while memorable, 
his 2:47 of ice time in Game 3 of the Stanley Cup final ended with a torn 
muscle in his groin, ending his season and sending him to offseason 
surgery Oct. 7. 

As expected, Stamkos was ready for training camp, and when he arrived, 
he said he felt the best he had in a long time physically. Then again, in 
his 13th year in the league and coming up on his 31st birthday Feb. 7, he 
knows maintaining his body is a bigger challenge than before. 

“I wouldn’t go that far to say (this is) the best I’ve felt all time. Those days 
are long gone, I think,” Stamkos said Monday. “Definitely, (this is) the 
best I’ve felt in 12 months, for sure. The reality was that I hadn’t played a 
game in a long time besides the 2:47 in the final. (It’s) still a process, but 
I feel like I’m continuing to feel more comfortable and getting better and 
stronger as we progress with this thing. 

“It’s not just get back and get into a game. It’s the progression of 
continuing to build on those things. There’s still a lot of protocols for me 
in terms of strengthening certain areas. A work in progress, but definitely 
feeling good.” 

What most people don’t see on the ice is how much Stamkos worked to 
get back onto the ice over the past year. 
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“To see what he went through in the (postseason) bubble and how much 
work he had to put in and the sacrifice just to play that (2:47 in the Cup 
final), that’s why he’s the leader of this team, this franchise,” defenseman 
Luke Schenn said. 

“You don’t just go through surgery, recover and that’s it, go on with your 
life,” said Schenn, 31, who is in his 13th season. “It’s day in, day out, a 
physical grind. You take care of the body a lot more than you have to 
when you’re younger. (Stamkos has) put in the work, and he’s flying out 
there. In practice, he looks great. He’s obviously gotten off to a good start 
this season for us.” 

Entering camp, coach Jon Cooper said practice time was important for 
Stamkos because he hadn’t had much ice time over the past several 
months, so refamiliarizing himself with systems and teammates would be 
helpful. And while the Lightning haven’t played many games this season, 
Stamkos has emphasized that getting the extra practice time now is 
important for later in the season, when makeup dates will create a 
packed schedule. 

“Now that we’ve missed some games, there isn’t going to be a lot of 
practice time this year,” Stamkos said. “You’re going to get into situations 
where we’re playing every other day pretty much. So we need to take 
advantage of that, whether it’s working on some of our structure, things 
that just need refreshers or special teams — obviously, they play a big, 
big key in games, too.” 

And with Nikita Kucherov, the Lightning’s leading scorer each of the past 
five seasons, sidelined for at least the regular season because of hip 
surgery, Stamkos has slid onto the first line seamlessly with Brayden 
Point and Ondrej Palat. Playing on the first power-play unit, which is also 
without Kucherov, Stamkos has logged a team-high average 2:56 of ice 
time. 

“To see ‘Stammer’ skate so freely and be out there with the guys smiling, 
it feels like the first four games, he’s kind of fit in, like he’s never lost a 
step,” forward Pat Maroon said. “It’s been fun to watch, especially for 
him. I know he wants to see results right away, and he has. He looks 
good out there. It’s good to see our captain look happy again and putting 
up numbers like he is and competing and just having fun.” 
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Fox Sports Sun rebranded, but accessibility still an issue 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The television home for Lightning and Rays games is getting 
a new name and logo, but don’t expect the wrangling that is keeping 
many Lightning fans from watching games on the channel to change. 

Logos were released Wednesday for the rebranding of Fox Sports Sun 
as Bally Sports Sun, a move that will become official in a few months. 
The Bally casino brand in November completed a 10-year naming-rights 
deal with Sinclair Broadcast Group, which purchased the Fox Sports 
regional network from Disney in 2019. 

Partnered with Bally, Sinclair hopes to add an interactive betting 
component to all its sports broadcasts. Bally president and CEO George 
Papanier said in a statement Wednesday that the company plans to add 
the daily fantasy sports platform it acquired from fantasy operator 
Monkey Knife Fight across the networks’ live game-day coverage. 

All that is less important to Lightning and Rays fans who can no longer 
watch locally broadcast games. 

Frontier Communications dropped Sinclair-owned Fox Sports Sun and 
Fox Sports Florida from its cable packages in September, and several 
streaming platforms no longer have the Sinclair-owned regional networks 
in their channel lineups because of wrangling over carriage fees, what 
cable and streaming companies pay network owners to carry their 
networks. 

The cost is usually passed along to cable and streaming subscribers. 

Hulu stopped carrying Fox Sports Sun and Fox Sports Florida on Oct. 1, 
YouTube TV on Oct. 22. 

The primary alternative options locally are subscribing to Spectrum cable, 
DirecTV satellite service or AT&T TV streaming. 

The TV rights holder for local Lightning and Rays broadcasts has been 
rebranded to Bally Sports Sun from Fox Sports Sun. 

The TV rights holder for local Lightning and Rays broadcasts has been 
rebranded to Bally Sports Sun from Fox Sports Sun. [ Sinclair ] 

Sinclair said Wednesday it had no update to share. 

“Sinclair remains committed to reaching a fair agreement with both Hulu 
and YouTube TV to carry the Fox (regional sports networks). At no time 
have we demanded exorbitant fees for these channels,” Sinclair said in a 
statement to the Tampa Bay Times. “Instead, we have consistently 
offered both pay TV providers extremely fair deals in line with what 
hundreds of other TV services have agreed to and continue to agree to. 

“However, despite high-profile ad campaigns and website claims touting 
their live sports content, we have yet to see that same commitment from 
either provider to put consumers first. Unfortunately, at this point we have 
no choice but to conclude that neither Disney (which owns Hulu) nor 
Google (which owns YouTube) is willing to engage in good-faith 
discussions or return the (regional sports networks) to their platforms.” 

Sinclair’s partnership with Bally could eventually lead to the development 
of an app where fans can purchase games direct-to-consumer for 
streaming, much like Netflix or Disney+. 
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How Mathieu Joseph ‘found his way back’ to Lightning after ‘humbling’ 
demotion 

 

By Joe Smith Jan 27, 2021 5  

 

The Lightning’s practice on Tuesday had been over for nearly a half-
hour, yet Mathieu Joseph remained one of the few left on the ice at TGH 
Iceplex. 

Joseph was near the red line, stickhandling around orange cones that 
assistant coach Jeff Halpern had put down. The 23-year-old Tampa Bay 
forward dangled through the cones, keeping his head up, accepting 
passes from Halpern. It was all about getting touches for Joseph, who is 
adjusting to life as the team’s fourth-line center after the apparent long-
term injury to Mitchell Stephens on Saturday. 

Joseph was motivated after not appearing in a game during the 
Lightning’s Stanley Cup run, despite practicing with the group for their 
65-day stay in the bubble. It’s hard to forget that it was this time last year 
when Joseph was working his way back from what he called a “humbling” 
demotion to Syracuse. 

“You never want to be the odd man out,” Joseph said. “We all want to 
play, all want to be in the lineup every night. But you’ve got to work hard, 
and you’ve got to earn it.” 
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Joseph certainly has earned it. He looks like a different player from the 
one who got sent down at midseason. Actually, Joseph looks more like 
himself. He’s showing off his disruptive speed. He’s ferocious on the 
forecheck. He’s stronger on the puck, a product of offseason workouts 
with strength and conditioning coach Mark Lambert, allowing him to win 
more one-on-one battles. He’s got two goals in his first four games this 
season. 

It couldn’t have come at a better time for the Lightning, who need Joseph 
to play a regular role on their fourth line, even if it means playing a 
position he hasn’t done regularly since juniors. 

“The one thing about hockey in general if a player is playing with 
confidence, it’s the best version of himself,” Halpern said Tuesday. 
“Sometimes, a play like a goal or a great shift or a series of games where 
he starts to feel and play confident, the game is a complete change. It’s 
nothing a coach has done or a player has done, it’s just what confidence 
can bring a player.” 

This is a story about development, which isn’t always a straight line. It’s 
about determination, a fourth-round pick who wasn’t ready to get 
surpassed by other prospects. And, to Halpern, it’s just the start for a 
player whom the organization believes has a higher ceiling than the role 
you’ll see him on Thursday night in Carolina. 

But it all started last winter during a crossroads moment with the Crunch. 

The way Joseph shot out of a cannon as a rookie two years ago, it 
seemed like he was here to stay. 

He was coming off a strong first pro season in Syracuse, leading the 
team in scoring, before making the Tampa Bay opening night roster with 
a stellar camp. Joseph became a fixture in a loaded Lightning lineup, the 
one that went on to win an NHL-record tying 62 games. He wasn’t the 
dynamic scorer he was in junior, but he chipped in 13 goals and 13 
assists in 70 games, delivering momentum-changing shifts with his 
speed. 

But even Joseph knew he’d have to fight to stick, making a prescient 
comment in December 2019 about his experience getting “The Letter,” a 
rite of passage where the team informs players they can move out of the 
hotel into an apartment. 

“You can’t be here thinking, ‘I’m good to go,’” Joseph said then. “Every 
year, you see some guys getting sent down around the league (who) 
have houses and families. It’s a humbling league.” 

A couple of weeks later, Joseph found that out the hard way, getting sent 
to Syracuse. He had struggled with just seven points and a minus-2 in his 
first 34 games (and one in his final 19). Though Joseph was solid 
defensively, he didn’t seem to have that offensive confidence. Or 
consistency. It can be a challenge making an impact with limited ice time 
on the fourth line, and becomes a “vicious cycle,” according to Syracuse 
coach Ben Groulx. It’s tough to produce, stay in shape, keep your 
composure with the puck. 

I caught up with Joseph on a trip to Syracuse, and he admitted it was a 
“tough hit” but vowed to be back. 

“It’s a hard league to play in,” said Joseph, who previously played right 
wing before this year. “You can’t get comfortable. I was thinking too much 
and not playing in the full, best capacity. Maybe it’s good to get back to 
the basics, know what you do well and use your strengths.” 

Halpern said the decision to send Joseph down revolved around the fact 
that the coaches and management “hold ‘Jo’ to such a high level, with 
such high potential, you want to do everything possible to bring it out of 
him.” 

“I know his attitude was great,” Halpern said. “There was nothing about 
him that was grumpy or pouty.” 

Groulx met with Joseph, telling him he had to “land in Syracuse.” 
Meaning, Joseph couldn’t go and play thinking of when the call-up would 
come. He had to accept where he was, focus on getting back to his 

identity and taking advantage of the minutes he’d be playing, including on 
the power play and penalty kill. 

“He had a rough start with us,” Groulx said. “He was a minus-10 or 11 
after four or five games. But the last two to three he played with us, he 
was generating a lot. He was using his speed, playing with more 
confidence, shooting the puck and being more of a three-zone player. 
When they called him up, he was the forward generating the most for us. 
When he plays like that, it means his confidence is very high. He believes 
in himself and is willing to try things. For me, he’s got the answer in his 
hands. He’s got to compete, keep the game simple, use his shot and be 
a second-effort hockey player. He knows all that. For him, it’s about 
bringing consistency day in and day out, that’s going to help him make 
the team and be a regular player on that team.” 

Joseph showed enough improvement and consistency to make the 
Lightning’s 28-player roster in the bubble, and both coaches and 
teammates noticed the difference. 

“You never know, when you get sent down, you can take it two ways,” 
veteran wing Pat Maroon said. “You can take it as a negative or a 
positive and come back better. He just worked and worked and worked. 
He got bigger and stronger and I’m very impressed. He’s come a long 
way.” 

Joseph believes he’s physically stronger than last year, even though he 
noted he’s not as heavy. It’s harder to knock him off the puck. That was a 
product of his practices and workouts in the bubble and in the offseason, 
when he remained in Tampa. 

“I’m a guy that plays a pretty simple game and I don’t try to complicate it,” 
Joseph said. “I try to be good on the forecheck, try to be good in my 
zone, and try to use my speed. I’m not a very creative guy all the time, 
but I try to work as hard as possible. That’s what helps me go around and 
fit with different lines.” 

The Lightning’s fourth line last year helped create their identity. 

At first, it was Maroon with Yanni Gourde and Cedric Paquette, a 
combination of size and snarl that led them to a pair of wins in Sweden 
on a galvanizing Global Series trip. 

But with Paquette traded to Ottawa for cap reasons and Stephens now 
sidelined, it’s a new-look trio. Maroon is still there, but there’s Joseph and 
fellow prospect Alex Volkov. 

“The line has sped up a bit,” Cooper said. “I still think they can play that 
puck possession game down low with added speed. But (Joseph) is an 
element we haven’t had, especially with him in the middle of the ice. It 
should open up some time and space for the guys.” 

Joseph said he played center a lot growing up and in junior with Saint 
John in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. He gradually moved to 
wing because of the Sea Dogs’ depth up the middle, but was a big-time 
producer, racking up 33 and 36 goals in his final two seasons in 58 and 
54 games, respectively. He said it’ll be a little bit of an adjustment, 
especially on faceoffs, but he’s embracing the challenge. 

“I think I can use my speed and be good down low in my D-zone,” 
Joseph said. “Try to outsmart the other teams.” 

Joseph has the ideal mentor in Halpern, who played center for his 976-
game NHL career. Halpern said the biggest change for Joseph, other 
than taking more draws, is the energy it takes to play the position. 

“You’re playing a 200-foot game,” Halpern said. “It takes a lot out of you 
physically. You’re asking a guy to be first on the forecheck and be 
tenacious. It’s something that’s easier to do as a winger. That’ll be the 
biggest key is how to manage his positioning, his ability on the ice to play 
center and still bring his level of energy.” 

Joseph believes he’s ready. Tampa Bay needs him to be. With limited 
salary-cap space, it’s easier to keep Joseph in that role than, for 
example, promote Gemel Smith from the taxi squad. The Lightning don’t 
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know how long Stephens will be out, but for the time being, it’s Joseph’s 
time to shine up the middle. 

He’s no longer the odd man out. 

“(Jo) has the ability to play in the NHL,” coach Jon Cooper said. “With all 
young guys, they have to mature into playing in the NHL. Jo has some 
fantastic attributes to his game. But when you play 82 games, you have 
to be consistent with it. Until you go through it, the rigors of a regular 
season, it’s a grind, and it takes a bit of time for these young players to 
develop. You see what they do well, see what they need to improve and 
they have to go back to the AHL and improve. 

“That’s what Jo has done, he’s found his way back and deserves to be 
here. He’s not taking this, if you want to call it a second opportunity, for 
granted.” 
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Why Rick Bowness says John Klingberg was one of the main reasons he 
joined the Stars 

 

By SportsDay Staff 9:37 PM on Jan 27, 2021 CST 

 

Stars coach Rick Bowness recently appeared on The Hardline on 96.7 
FM/1310 The Ticket [KTCK-AM] recently to talk about his team’s 3-0 start 
and more. Here are some of the highlights. 

On John Klingberg’s impact... 

Bowness: “He was one of the main reasons I came here two years ago. 
You need elite players to win. In order to win a Stanley Cup, you need 
elite players. When it comes right down to that, you need an elite goalie, 
you need elite defensemen and you need a couple elite forwards. You 
do. 

“John was one of the main reasons I came here. I heard great things 
about him. I coached against him a little bit because when I was in 
Tampa we always saw them twice a year. But he just has elite skills. 
Right now he’s playing fantastic hockey. Take it back to last year in the 
bubble, John was our best defenseman. He competed hard, he moved 
the puck. Everybody [was] talking about Miro [Heiskanen]. Listen, Miro’s 
a great young defenseman, and he is in his own right. But sometimes 
Miro gets all the attention and John doesn’t get as much as he deserves. 
But right now John is playing great hockey, he’s moving the puck very 
well.. He’s doing everything you want your elite defenseman to do. We 
feel very fortunate to have two in Miro and John being elite players like 
that.” 

On when goalie Jake Oettinger will get some playing time... 

Bowness: “Jake will play this week. He’s going to play. There’s no way 
[Anton Khudobin] can play every game for the next two months until [Ben 
Bishop] gets back. The plan is for Jake to play and you will see Jake this 
week.” 

Your power play is at 56% right now... 

Bowness: “Your power play, whether it scores or not, you want your 
power play to build momentum for your team. And a power play like that 
— we had a really good second period last night and the power play fed 
it. The guys from the bench are watching and the guys on the ice, they’re 
snapping it around, they’re moving, making great plays and having great 
opportunities and it feeds off them. 

“Sometimes your power play goes out and it stinks. You can’t get 
anything going, can’t make a pass and you can’t really get a shot on net, 
it deflates your team a little bit. But when you’re sitting on the bench and 
our guys are moving the puck as well they are, it gives the other guys on 

the bench a boost and clearly it helps the guys on the ice... You need 
both units moving the puck around, and right now we have that. 

“Next week we may be talking and you may be all over me ‘what’s wrong 
with your power play?’ Right now, we’re just going to ride this out.” 

On Ty Dellandrea... 

Bowness: “We weren’t even sure he was going to make our team, but 
now he’s playing in every situation... He’s winning faceoffs and that’s a 
kid that’s going to be here a long time. And he’s a great competitor and a 
very, very good player. 

Will this season be another test of your depth? 

Bowness: “It will be... There’s going to be a lot of injuries around the 
league... Short training camp, no exhibition games, it’s tough on the 
players. And a condensed schedule.” 
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Hit by an early-season injury bug, even the Stars aren’t sure who will be 
available vs. Red Wings 

 

By Matthew DeFranks6:04 PM on Jan 27, 2021 CST 

 

If you’re wondering what the Stars will look like when they play Detroit on 
Thursday night, you’re not alone. The team doesn’t know either. 

The Stars have been hit by an early-season injury bug that has 
decimated their forward corps and forced coach Rick Bowness to cobble 
together a lineup for the team’s overtime win over the Red Wings on 
Tuesday night. It featured defenseman Mark Pysyk playing forward, and 
three forwards who spent the majority of last season playing in the AHL. 

Dallas was without captain Jamie Benn, speedster Roope Hintz, playoff 
hero Joel Kiviranta and checking winger Blake Comeau on Tuesday 
night. That’s not counting the long-term absences of Tyler Seguin (hip) 
and Ben Bishop (knee) due to offseason surgeries. 

Still, the Stars have opened the season 3-0-0 for the first time in a 
decade, and are one of two remaining undefeated teams in the NHL. 
Florida is the other, and both teams have had four games postponed due 
to COVID-19. 

“We know they’re all going to play, but it’s important that we’re missing all 
those key guys last night, that you find ways to win games,” Bowness 
said. “It’s nice to get everyone in and playing. But it’s not going to do any 
good if you’re losing games. We all know we’re beat up. We all know 
we’re missing a lot of key guys. It’s important that we do everything we 
can to try to win games now.” 

Encouraging signs are there for the Stars, but clarity on who is available 
is tough to find. 

Benn skated after morning skate Tuesday and with the team 
Wednesday, a seemingly quick recovery for the captain after Nashville’s 
Viktor Arvidsson fell on his right knee Friday night. On Wednesday, 
though, he appeared to be skated as an extra on the fifth line with Jason 
Robertson and Julius Honka. 

On Wednesday evening, Bowness told The Ticket that Benn was 
doubtful to play Thursday. 

“He skated yesterday and he was sore. He skated again today and felt 
much better,” Bowness said. “It’s very doubtful he will play tomorrow, but 
at this point we’re hoping he will play this weekend.” 

Comeau followed a similar path to Benn, and looked like a placeholder 
alongside Tanner Kero and Joe Pavelski as Alexander Radulov took a 
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maintenance day Wednesday. The Stars expect Radulov to play against 
the Red Wings on Thursday. Wednesday was Comeau’s second practice 
with the team since Jan. 16 after he missed the start of the season in the 
league’s COVID-19 protocol. 

Hintz was not on the ice Wednesday but remains an option to play 
against Detroit, while Kiviranta’s spot on injured reserve means he will be 
out until at least Saturday night. 

“Roope, we’ll see what he’s feeling like in the morning,” Bowness said. “If 
he skates, he becomes a game-time decision. If he doesn’t skate, we’ll 
have to make that call tomorrow.” 

If any of Benn, Hintz or Comeau return Thursday, the Stars would 
welcome their additions against a cellar-dwelling Red Wings team going 
through its own coronavirus issues in addition to a full-blown rebuild. 

The Stars have been able to weather the glut of injuries, in part, because 
of the inclusion of the taxi squad this season. The six-player group that is 
allowed to practice and travel with the team was put in place to protect 
against sudden absences due to COVID-19, but has worked well for a 
team like Dallas juggling injuries. 

“Going in, we’re not sure what our lineup is going to look like tomorrow,” 
Bowness said. “So everyone’s got to be involved in the practices and the 
meetings. That’s why, even when they don’t practice with us, they’re in 
our video meetings. They’re right on top of everything like we need them 
to be.” 

Stars reassign Gardner: The Stars reassigned Rhett Gardner to the taxi 
squad on Wednesday afternoon. 

The move could mean a few things: Comeau is ready to return and have 
opened a roster spot for him, the Stars want Joel L’Esperance or Jason 
Robertson in the lineup and have opener a spot, or the Stars wanted to 
save money by paying Gardner his AHL salary instead of his NHL one. 
Players on the taxi squad are paid AHL salaries. 
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Chicago Blackhawks lose to the Nashville Predators 2-1 in a shootout 
despite 41 saves from Kevin Lankinen, extending their point streak to 5 
games 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Ryan Carpenter’s third-period goal for the Chicago Blackhawks forced 
overtime before Matt Duchene punched in the winner during a shootout 
Wednesday to give the host Nashville Predators a 2-1 victory. The 
Hawks head home with two points in the two-game series after losing in 
overtime Tuesday. 

It was the fifth straight game the Hawks (2-3-3) earned a point, though 
they won only two of those games. 

During the shootout, Hawks goalie Kevin Lankinen stopped Filip 
Forsberg, but Duchene got Lankinen to commit before lifting the puck top 
shelf. Dominik Kubalik, Patrick Kane and Mattias Janmark came up 
empty in the shootout for the Hawks. 

The Hawks held the Predators to a scoreless stalemate through two 
periods, but a neutral-zone turnover set up Nick Cousins for a solo 
breakaway goal 5:24 into the third against Lankinen, who continued to 
impress in his fourth start. 

Carpenter’s goal tied it four minutes later off assists from David Kampf 
and Brandon Hagel. 

The Hawks were fortunate to keep the game scoreless two periods. 

 

They came out with energy and appeared to have the upper hand in the 
attack, although both teams ended up with five shots on goal in the first 
period. 

The second period was a different story. 

The Predators flipped that dynamic as the Hawks seemed to lose steam. 
At one point they outshot the Hawks 11-3 and had a staggering 80% 
Corsi-For percentage, an indicator of puck possession. The Predators 
separated Hawks players from the puck with strong checking. 

Lankinen thwarted several strong opportunities for the Predators to take 
the lead. He scuttled several shots by Viktor Arvidsson, and Connor 
Murphy blocked a couple more during a second-period Predators power 
play. 

The Hawks rallied late in the period, but Kane couldn’t cash in on several 
good looks against Juuse Saros before the final seconds ticked off. 

Lankinen made 41 saves and particularly stood out on the penalty kill, 
stopping all six shots. 

Chicago Tribune LOADED: 01.28.2021 

1182714 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Lucas Wallmark is the 3rd Chicago Blackhawk added to the NHL’s 
COVID-19 list this week 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Forward Lucas Wallmark became the third Chicago Blackhawks skater to 
be placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list, the team announced 
Wednesday afternoon. 

It means the veteran forward, who joined the Hawks this season, can’t 
practice, play or travel with the team until he’s removed from the list. 

On Monday, defenseman Adam Boqvist and forward Alex DeBrincat 
were added to the list. 

The league doesn’t reveal details about why individual players are placed 
in protocol, but reasons can include an initial positive test that remains 
unconfirmed, mandatory isolation for someone’s who’s symptomatic, 
quarantine because of a high-risk close contact, isolation based on a 
confirmed positive test or quarantine for travel. 

Red Wings center Valtteri Filppula falls to the ice as Blackhawks center 
Lucas Wallmark defends in the first period Jan. 22, 2021, at the United 
Center. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton, who wasn’t available to media after Wallmark’s 
status was released Wednesday, suggested that Boqvist and DeBrincat 
could miss two weeks or longer. 

Wallmark played in the first five games this season but was benched for 
the next two in favor of Carl Soderberg, who missed the early part of the 
season because of visa issues. 

Hawks teammates talked about the seeming inevitability of the 
coronavirus affecting their roster. 

“In this league, it’s the next man up, whether it’s injuries, COVID protocol, 
whatever it is,” Ryan Carpenter said Tuesday. “We have enough guys 
and enough depth to step up. So give someone else an opportunity to 
step up and fill the role. 

“It’s tough, the uncertainty of the situation, but we’re dealing it.” 
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The league’s list is fluid as players go on and come off the list, and the 
latest tally included 21 players from seven teams. 
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Blackhawks lose puck-possession battle again, fall to Predators in 
shootout 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST  Jan 27, 2021, 9:56pm CST 

 

For the second time in as many nights, the Blackhawks found 
themselves on the wrong end of the puck-possession battle. 

The Predators played better throughout most of regulation again, 
overcame another stellar performance by a Hawks goaltender — this 
time Kevin Lankinen — and emerged with a 2-1 shootout victory 
Wednesday. 

The Hawks have earned at least a point in five consecutive games but 
have lost three of those and remain winless on the road. 

Nashville again finished with substantial advantages in shots (72-58), 
shots on goal (42-30) and scoring chances (38-31), particularly in the 
third period, when they nearly doubled up the Hawks in each category. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton nonetheless was the mirror image of his upset 
self from the night before. 

“I’m fairly happy with the effort,” he said. “We’d like to give up a little less 
and create a little bit more. But the first two periods, we — through our 
tracking — gave up one even-strength chance. They had a few in the 
third; [in] overtime, we had more than our share. Overall, I’m going to 
focus on the response of the team. They played hard.” 

Brandon Hagel, whose exceptional speed was noticeable yet again, was 
a bright spot for the Hawks. 

He earned his first NHL point with the primary assist on Ryan Carpenter’s 
game-tying goal with 10:36 left in regulation. 

Lankinen, like Malcolm Subban on Tuesday, was another bright spot. His 
41 stops upped his save percentage through his first four career starts to 
.931. 

“I feel good out there,” Lankinen said. “I’m just happy to get better every 
day. Every experience is a new one, and I’m going to get better every 
night.” 

But there weren’t many other positives beyond those two. 

Patrick Kane and Nikita Zadorov, two key players whom Colliton called 
out Tuesday, struggled again. 

Zadorov saw his ice time hit a season-low 14:20. The Preds had more 
chances (15-8) than the Hawks with Kane on the ice, and he missed 
badly on a good look to win the game in overtime. 

The Hawks deployed an atypical lineup with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen, dressing defenseman Nicolas Beaudin for his second NHL 
game and also keeping defenseman Lucas Carlsson active. 

Lucas Wallmark, labeled a healthy scratch the last two games, moved 
onto the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list, further denting the Hawks’ depth 
and increasing worries of an outbreak. 
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No kidding around: Hawks put forth better effort in rematch with 
Predators 

 

John Dietz 

 

It was a tough night in Nashville for just about all the Blackhawks on 
Tuesday when they dropped a 3-2 decision in overtime. 

A seething Jeremy Colliton gave blunt answers to questions about the 
mistake-prone Nikita Zadorov, the gun-shy Patrick Kane and the 
miscommunication in overtime that led to the winning goal. 

Credit Colliton for some rare emotion after that performance. In the big 
picture, he obviously understands the Hawks will go through growing 
pains as they attempt to build from the ground up. 

But that doesn't mean he's going to give a free pass when they're sloppy, 
undisciplined and weak on the puck. 

After all, it's difficult to grow a winning culture if you treat pros with kid 
gloves. 

"We're trying to set a standard for how we're going to act and how we're 
going to play," Colliton said. "If we don't do it every night, then it's going 
to be hard. 

"We're trying to set a foundation for long-term success. As a group we all 
want the same thing -- to be competitive this year and show that we can 
do more than people on the outside say we can do." 

Despite falling 2-1 in a shootout, the Hawks responded to Colliton's 
message with a much better effort in a rematch with the Predators on 
Wednesday. 

Ryan Carpenter scored the Hawks' only goal -- his first of the season -- 
with 10:36 remaining. It came exactly four minutes after Nick Cousins 
scored for the Predators (4-3-0). 

Kevin Lankinen turned in another outstanding performance in net, 
stopping 41 shots. Three came in a four-second span during a Predators 
power play early in the second period. 

Only Matt Duchene converted in the shootout as Hawks forwards 
Dominik Kubalik, Patrick Kane and Mattias Janmark all missed on their 
attempts. 

The Hawks (2-3-3) had their chances in overtime, but Kane missed a 
wide-open net in the first minute, and Janmark couldn't connect on three 
different occasions. 

Kane, who didn't fire a single shot Tuesday, was much more engaged 
and finished with 13 attempts (4 on goal) in 27.5 minutes. 

Brandon Hagel and David Kampf assisted on Carpenter's goal. It was 
Hagel's first NHL point in his fifth appearance. 

Carpenter has been part of an impressive, hardworking fourth line that 
has held down opponents' top players for much of the season. His goal 
against the Predators was also a blue-collar effort as he stayed with a 
loose puck in front of the net and finally got it past goalie Juuse Saros. 

"Any time you can contribute as a fourth line, it feels good," Carpenter 
said. 

The 30-year-old veteran, in his second year with the Hawks, said the 
entire team heard Colliton's message after Tuesday's loss loud and clear. 

"He got the point across," Carpenter said. "He wasn't the only guy that 
was frustrated. As players we knew it wasn't good enough. We're pros on 
this team and we knew we had to respond. (This) was a lot better of a 
game. 
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"They had their spurts where they were taking it to us, but we were 
battling a lot harder and getting under sticks and boxing out and doing 
those little things that it takes to win." 

Said Colliton: "Liked the response today and now we've got to follow it up 
with another professional performance." 

The next chance for that comes when Columbus -- and the newly 
acquired Patrik Laine -- invades the United Center on Friday. 
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Subban happy with 36-save effort in second start with Hawks 

 

John Dietz 

 

Going nearly two weeks between starts can be tough on anyone. 

That normally goes double for goalies, who love a steady dose of playing 
time so they can remain sharp. 

But a long layoff didn't adversly affect Blackhawks goaltender Malcolm 
Subban, who stopped 36 shots in an overtime loss at Nashville on 
Tuesday. It was his first appearance since the season opener at Tampa 
Bay on January 13. 

After that, Subban watched Collin Delia (2) and Kevin Lankinen (3) make 
the next five starts. 

"Obviously you want to get back in there, but at the same time, I'm happy 
they got opportunities, too," Subban said. "Lanks playing his first game, 
then playing a couple of more and then getting his first win in the NHL. 
Seeing his face after -- the big smile -- that's great stuff. I'm happy for 
him." 

There's no doubt Subban benefitted from playing a much easier 
opponent than the Lightning, who lit him up for 5 goals on 33 shots. Still, 
his rebound control and post-to-post movement against the Predators 
were much better than his first appearance. 

"We knew they were going to throw pucks to the net and send guys to 
the net," Subban said, "so I was just trying to do my best to make sure 
there was no rebounds and we did a pretty good job of boxing out so I 
could see the shots." 

The Hawks also laid their bodies on the line over and over again on the 
power play, blocking shots that otherwise may have found their mark. 
Connor Murphy (5) and Calvin de Haan (3) led a block party that sent 17 
attempts deflecting out of harms way. 

"Subby played great," de Haan said. "He gave us an opportunity to win 
and he stopped the pucks he needed to stop." 

Slap shots: 

Lucas Wallmark joined Alex DeBrincat and Adam Boqvist in COVID 
protocol Wednesday. … Defenseman Nicolas Beaudin made his season 
debut Wednesday at Nashville. Beaudin's only appearance last season 
came on March 11, the last day games were played before the NHL shut 
down due to the coronavirus. … Mattias Janmark's goal Tuesday marked 
the third straight game he scored, tying a career high set in 2016. … 
Andrew Shaw notched his 150th career point when he assisted on Dylan 
Strome's power-play goal Tuesday. 

He said it: 

"Those guys just have a slapshot regatta going on." 

Calvin de Haan on Nashville after the Hawks' 3-2 OT loss Tuesday 
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Hagel, Lankinen stand out in Blackhawks' shootout loss 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks were not happy with their effort in Tuesday's 3-2 
overtime loss to the Nashville Predators. They felt better about their 
performance on Wednesday but still found themselves on the losing end, 
falling 2-1 in a shootout. 

The good news is, the Blackhawks were able to pick up at least a point 
for the fifth straight game, which is certainly notable in a 56-game sprint 
of a season. The bad news is, the Blackhawks have lost three of those 
five games in overtime or a shootout and would prefer to turn those into 
wins, especially since each game is against a divisional opponent. 

But there were two positives that shouldn't get overlooked in 
Wednesday's loss: Brandon Hagel and Kevin Lankinen each had the 
best game of their young NHL careers. 

Lankinen turned aside 41 of 42 shots for a save percentage of .976 and 
has given up only four 5-on-5 goals in four starts this season. He picked 
up exactly where he left off over the weekend and continues to impress. 

"I’ve been preparing for this opportunity for a long time," Lankinen said. 
"I've been working extremely hard throughout my career to get a chance 
to play in the NHL. I’ve been ready, I’ve just been waiting for the right 
chance. I feel good out there. I’m just happy to get better every day and 
every single experience is a new one and I’m going to get better every 
single night." 

Lankinen was asked whether he's surprised about his hot start and 
confidently admitted "I don't think so." Head coach Jeremy Colliton 
endorses that belief. 

"He does have a quiet confidence about him and he’s not surprised," 
Colliton said. "He’s telling the truth there, and that’s great. You love the 
little bit of swagger that he has. It’ll transfer to the team." 

Hagel, on the other hand, was one of the beneficiaries of the Blackhawks 
rolling with 11 forwards and seven defensemen on Wednesday. He 
logged a career-high 15:50 of ice time, recorded his first career NHL 
assist, and had eight controlled exits, according to Sportlogiq, which 
ranked second-best on the team; only Patrick Kane (12) had more. 

"I think it’s going pretty well obviously but I’m just taking it game by 
game," Hagel said of his progression. "I know I've just got to be good 
every single night and I don’t want to worry about long term or what’s 
next or what's going to happen in a week or if I’m in the lineup tomorrow 
or the next game or the next game. 

"It’s nice to get a little rhythm playing four or five straight, whatever it is, 
but so far I think I’m just bringing it every night and that’s what I need to 
do to be good." 

Hagel spent most of his even-strength minutes on the fourth line with 
Ryan Carpenter and David Kampf, but he was also rewarded by jumping 
into the top-six at different times as well. He played several shifts with 
Patrick Kane and Dylan Strome separately and certainly didn't look out of 
place. 

"He’s sure playing well and it’s exciting," Colliton said. "He's a second-
year pro here and he's really taken hold of the opportunity and does a lot 
of things you like, just pressure on the puck, great forechecker, forces 
turnovers. He is relentless. He’s done a lot of nice things with the puck, 
too. He's skated it from D-zone, entered clean, made some plays. He 
made a real nice play on the goal. And there’s more there." 
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Lucas Wallmark added to NHL's COVID-19 protocol 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Lucas Wallmark has been added to the NHL's COVID-19 protocol, the 
league announced Wednesday. He becomes the third Blackhawks player 
to be placed on the list, joining Adam Boqvist and Alex DeBrincat. 

Here's a reminder of the league's explanation for players in the protocol: 

"Continuing for the balance of the 2020-21 season, the NHL is sharing 
the names of Players who are “unavailable” to the Club (to practice, 
travel or play in games) due to COVID protocols. Such “COVID Protocol 
Related Absences” can be the result of a number of factors including, 
among others: (1) an initial positive test which remains unconfirmed until 
confirmatory testing is completed pursuant to the Positive Test Protocol; 
(2) mandated isolation for symptomatic individuals pursuant to the 
Positive Test Protocol; (3) required quarantine as a high-risk close 
contact in accordance with the Positive Test Protocol; (4) isolation based 
on a confirmed positive test result and/or; (5) quarantine for travel or 
other reasons as outlined in the COVID-19 Protocol." 

Wallmark, 25, has three assists in five games for the Blackhawks this 
season, playing in a third-line role. He had been a healthy scratch for the 
past two contests with Carl Soderberg in the mix. 

The Blackhawks are slated to play the Nashville Predators on 
Wednesday night before returning to Chicago for a four-game homestand 
against Columbus and Carolina. 
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10 observations: Hawks extend point streak but lose in OT 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks lost to the Nashville Predators 3-2 in overtime on 
Tuesday at Bridgestone Arena, snapping their two-game winning streak. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. The Blackhawks made an interesting decision by starting Malcolm 
Subban instead of Kevin Lankinen, who had started three straight games 
and was 2-0-1 with a .949 save percentage at 5-on-5 over that span. 
Subban, who hadn't played since the season opener against the 
defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, stopped the first 
19 shots he faced and finished with 36 saves on 39 shots for a save 
percentage of .923. He was really solid. 

2. The Blackhawks went into this matchup with the second-best power-
play percentage at 42.1. The Predators had the second-worst penalty kill 
percentage at 55.0. The Blackhawks capitalized on their first power-play 
chance of the game, making it seven consecutive games with a tally. 

3. The Blackhawks scored the first goal for the third straight game after 
allowing the first two goals in each of the first four contests. They're 2-0-1 
when scoring first this season and 0-3-1 when giving up the first goal. 

4. The Predators led in shot attempts (72-36), shots on goal (39-20), 5-
on-5 scoring chances (27-13) and 5-on-5 high-danger chances (5-4), 

according to Natural Stat Trick. The Blackhawks led in the most 
important department (goals) for the majority of the game but 
squandered the lead in the third period. 

5. The Blackhawks were without two key players in Adam Boqvist and 
Alex DeBrincat, both of whom were added to the NHL's COVID-19 
protocol list on Monday and will be sidelined for at least two weeks. 
Matthew Highmore and Lucas Carlsson filled their respective spots in the 
lineup. 

6. With Boqvist and DeBrincat out, the Blackhawks' lines and pairings 
had a different look. Mattias Janmark was moved to the first line with 
Patrick Kane and Pius Suter while Highmore played left wing on the third 
line with Andrew Shaw and Carl Soderberg. Carlsson played on the top 
pairing with Duncan Keith. 

7. Janmark was promoted to the first line and made the most of his 
opportunity. He potted a breakaway goal in the second period to put the 
Blackhawks in front 2-1 and has now scored in three straight games. 
Janmark also tied Kane and Suter for the team lead with three goals this 
season. 

8. With no Boqvist and DeBrincat, Keith was moved to the top power-play 
unit, along with Dominik Kubalik. Ian Mitchell was expected to man the 
second power-play unit but never got the opportunity because the 
Blackhawks had only 2:02 of power-play time. 

9. The Blackhawks' fourth line of Ryan Carpenter, Brandon Hagel and 
David Kampf was terrific. They led out-attempted (13-5) and out-chanced 
(6-0) the Predators during 5-on-5 play and did it while playing against 
Nashville's top line. 

10. Patrick Kane did not record a single shot attempt. He had two games 
last season where he finished with no shots on goal, but in each of them, 
he registered at least four attempts. You don't see that very often. 
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Kevin Lankinen steals a point, Blackhawks respond to Jeremy Colliton’s 
challenge 

 

By Mark Lazerus Jan 27, 2021 6  

 

Wait a minute. Is this the recipe for success for the Blackhawks? 
Defense and goaltending? Seriously? The defense that’s been among 
the worst in the league the past few seasons and the goaltending that 
everyone assumed would be the worst in the league this season? 

The Blackhawks got a point for the fifth straight game Wednesday night 
in Nashville, falling 2-1 when Juuse Saros stopped Dominik Kubalik, 
Patrick Kane and Mattias Janmark in the shootout. As far as unbeaten-in-
regulation streaks go, 2-0-3 is awfully modest. But it’s not nothing, 
especially for a team that looked so overwhelmed and overmatched in its 
first few games. If being competitive is the bar, the Blackhawks are easily 
clearing it. 

It’s how they’re doing that’s most curious. It’s starting with goaltending, 
by far the biggest question entering the season after Stan Bowman 
decided to let Corey Crawford walk and turn the net over to three 
unproven performers. Kevin Lankinen made 41 saves on Wednesday, 
less than 24 hours after Malcolm Subban made 36 in an overtime loss, 
and just a few days after Lankinen swept the Detroit Red Wings at home. 

In fact, Lankinen has stopped 96 of the 100 shots he’s faced over the 
past three games. For the mathematically disinclined, that’s a 
spectacular .960 save percentage. Playing deep in his net, he looked 
calm and confident, whether he was swatting away a wild flurry of 
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Predators chances late in the second period, or gloving down a wide-
open Roman Josi shot in overtime. 

Matt Duchene’s beautifully roofed backhander in the shootout — the only 
shootout goal by either team — was the difference. Lankinen shrugged 
off the performance just like he shrugged off most of the shots. 

“Every player out there is a great player,” he said. “I’m not going to be too 
shy, or I’m not going to be too humble to give them anything for free. 
That’s my job to stop the puck.” 

Subban said during training camp that he saw all the pundits pointing out 
the Blackhawks’ goaltending situation as a disaster in the making, saying 
the trio “didn’t believe that stuff.” Lankinen took it one step further, saying 
he didn’t even see any of the doubters. And after spending years working 
his way toward this opportunity, he’s anything but shocked by the early 
returns. 

“Am I surprised?” he said. “I don’t think so.” 

Jeremy Colliton chuckled upon hearing that. 

“He’s not surprised,” Colliton said. “He’s telling the truth there. You love 
that little bit of swagger he has. It’ll transfer to the team.” 

1. It wasn’t just Lankinen on Wednesday. Yes, the Blackhawks gave up 
42 shots on goal, but it wasn’t until the game really opened up in the third 
period that Nashville got any Grade-A chances (21 of their shots came in 
the third alone). Colliton said the Blackhawks’ internal analytics said 
Nashville had just one even-strength scoring chance in the first two 
periods. And while 42 shots is a lot by any measure, this was a much 
better defensive effort than Tuesday’s game, which left Colliton seething 
about his team’s lack of energy and effort. 

According to Sportslogiq, the Blackhawks outshot the Predators in the 
slot, 18-16, and had 15 scoring chances off the rush compared with 
Nashville’s three. Significant improvement from Tuesday’s weak all-
around effort. 

“Even though they got some shots, most of them were by the perimeter,” 
Lankinen said. “We did a really good job of boxing guys out and clearing 
the rebounds.” 

Colliton concurred, finding much more to like about this point than 
Tuesday’s point. Connor Murphy was mauling Predators players in the 
crease in front of Lankinen, preventing them from getting tips and 
rebounds, and the Blackhawks generally kept Nashville out of the slot. 
They had sticks in shooting lanes and maintained a more aggressive gap 
on point shooters, particularly on the penalty kill, which finished 4-for-4. 

Despite getting 12 more shots on goal than the Blackhawks did, 
Nashville had less than two minutes more offensive-zone time. 

“He got the point across,” said Ryan Carpenter, who had the Blackhawks’ 
lone goal at 9:24 of the third period to get the game to overtime. “He 
wasn’t the only guy that was frustrated. As players, we knew it wasn’t 
good enough. We’re pros on this team and we knew we had to respond. 
That was a lot better of a game. They had their spurts where they were 
taking it to us, but we were battling a lot harder and getting under sticks 
and boxing out and doing those little things that it takes to win. We didn’t 
get the win that we wanted to tonight, but I thought it was a better 
response to Jeremy, what the message was yesterday.” 

2. Defense and goaltending might be the only way to victory for the 
Blackhawks, who have very little offensive punch beyond the top two 
lines. Without Jonathan Toews, Kirby Dach, Alex DeBrincat and Alex 
Nylander, it’s basically Patrick Kane, Dominik Kubalik and a prayer. 
Colliton went with 11 forwards and seven defensemen on Wednesday — 
Nicolas Beaudin made his season debut and did fine in 9:50 of ice time 
— which allowed him to double-shift Kane, who played more than 27 
minutes, including more than half of overtime. 

In other words, Kane might have to be his own depth-scoring. 

3. The Blackhawks’ first two overtimes did not go well at all, with Florida 
and Nashville dominating a mishmash of Chicago units. Wednesday’s 
OT was much better. It started with Carl Soderberg winning the opening 
faceoff, which allowed Kane to stay on the ice for the opening shift. The 
Blackhawks had three Grade-A chances in the extra session, with Kane 
just missing the net on a one-timer, Dylan Strome getting denied by 
Saros after getting sprung by David Kampf and Janmark hitting the post. 
The Blackhawks outshot Nashville 5-2 in OT. 

4. Colliton and Stan Bowman talked a lot during training camp about the 
“relentless” identity the Blackhawks needed to have this season, how 
effort and energy would help close the talent gap with other teams. If 
there’s a poster boy for that style, it’s Brandon Hagel. 

Hagel has been excellent since entering the lineup in the fourth game of 
the season. He brings desperately needed speed to a sluggish lineup, 
and plays like his hair is on fire every shift. He even got his first NHL 
point Wednesday night, chipping in an assist on a pretty passing play 
with Kampf that led to Carpenter’s second-chance goal. 

“It’s going pretty well, obviously,” Hagel said. “I’m just taking it game by 
game. I’ve just got to be good every single night, and I don’t want to 
worry about long term or what’s next or what’s going to happen in a week 
or if I’m going to be in the lineup tomorrow or the next game or the next 
game. So far, I think I’m just bringing it every night, and that’s what I have 
to do.” 

His coach and his teammates have noticed. 

“He brings so much energy, even on a back-to-back,” Carpenter said. 
“He doesn’t take a shift off.” 

He’s also easily the most fun Blackhawks player to watch. 

5. The power play failed to score for the first time all season, going 0-for-
4. Losing DeBrincat and Adam Boqvist from the top unit has clearly 
affected the chemistry and the puck movement. Dominik Kubalik is 
certainly a PP1-level talent, but he’s also a left-handed shot. DeBrincat 
(and Boqvist) are righties, so Patrick Kane has had to move to the left 
side to feed Kubalik one-timers in the right circle, instead of DeBrincat in 
the left circle. That’s not necessarily bad, it’s just different from what was 
working. 

Then there’s the trickle-down effect, as PP2 has some unlikely parts, 
including Calvin de Haan, who’s not exactly known for his offense (as 
he’ll tell you, just check his HockeyDB page). 

“We lost two right-handed players, so by necessity, we had to flip it,” 
Colliton said. “(Kubalik) is a great shooter, so obviously we moved him 
from the other unit. We have some options there. We had a couple looks 
tonight. We’d like to create more, we don’t want to be static. But we have 
to move the puck a little cleaner. Hopefully, more options open up for us.” 

6. Trusting your goalie is one thing. But Ian Mitchell needs to stop doing 
this. That’s two nights in a row he’s casually sent the puck into his own 
goalie’s pads. 

IAN MITCHELL ALMOST SCORED ON KEVIN LANKINEN 
#BLACKHAWKS PIC.TWITTER.COM/19UFI2KZ7D 

— BRANDON CAIN (@BRANDONMCAIN) JANUARY 28, 2021 

7. Lucas Wallmark, scratched the previous two games, was placed in 
COVID-19 protocol before Wednesday’s game, joining DeBrincat and 
Boqvist. The Blackhawks can only hope that’s where the spread stops, 
so they don’t wind up in a situation like Dallas did, when nearly the entire 
roster was out and several games were rescheduled. 

“Across the league, we’re understanding that things are delicate, and we 
have to do everything we can to try to limit the spread, keep it out to 
begin with,” Colliton said. “And if it does come inside your walls, do the 
best you can to keep it from spreading. But we’re not going to know. It’s 
day by day.” 
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Boqvist’s absence creates an opportunity for Colliton to try a few guys on 
the back end. Lucas Carlsson played both nights in Nashville, and 
Beaudin got his second NHL game. Matthew Highmore was back to 
being a healthy scratch after returning to the lineup on Tuesday. 

“It’s a bigger chance for guys to step up for bigger roles,” Nikita Zadorov 
said. “No excuses. Every team’s going through it. Detroit had five or six 
guys missing. It’s the world we’re living in right now.” 

The Blackhawks struggled to get the puck out of their own end on 
Tuesday. Beaudin, like Boqvist and Michell, is an undersized-but-skilled 
puck-mover who can help in transition. 

“(Beaudin) had a strong camp,” Colliton said before the game. “He 
moves the puck well. I think that’s probably his biggest asset, is his ability 
to make plays. This camp, January, he took a strong step as far as his 
defensive play and his strength on the puck in the defensive zone. I’m 
excited for him to get a chance.” 

8. The Athletic’s James Mirtle compiled his annual compendium on how 
NHL teams size up compared with each other, and the Blackhawks were 
the lightest and third-shortest team in the league, averaging 190.7 
pounds and a smidge over 6-feet tall. 

As Kane and DeBrincat will attest, the NHL has become a small man’s 
league. Speed, skill and talent usually win out over size and strength. But 
there’s a reason the Blackhawks went out and added the hulking 
Zadorov on the back end, considering how many undersized players 
they’ve drafted in recent seasons, particularly on defense. 

“Just because you’re small and light doesn’t mean you can’t be hard to 
play against,” Colliton said. “You might have to do it in a different way. 
We still want our guys to use their body to get position, use their legs to 
get body position, finish checks when they have the chance. Obviously, 
the bigger guys we have need to carry more of the load there. We want 
to have pressure on the puck and force turnovers and be excellent in 
transition. We’ve got to use those strengths that we do have to make 
some hay.” 
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The Athletic / ‘We know this deal isn’t good’: AHL players weigh new 
salary proposal with season on the line 

 

By Sean Shapiro Jan 27, 2021  

 

The American Hockey League regular season is scheduled to start on 
Feb. 5, but that season is now in question. 

AHL players, many unhappy with the options in front of them, met on 
Wednesday night to determine whether or not they should accept the 
AHL’s proposed terms for the upcoming season, according to multiple 
sources. 

The Athletic obtained a copy of the proposal that was sent from AHL 
president and CEO Scott Howson to PHPA executive director Larry 
Landon with a Jan. 23, 2021 date. 

• Under the proposal, AHL teams would pay all players on one-way AHL 
contracts a guaranteed 40 percent of their annual salary regardless of 
how many games are played during the shortened season — about half 
of what players expected for this season when they made an agreement 
in June — with a maximum payout of 48 percent if scheduled games are 
played. 

• With the season proposed to start Feb. 5, players would be paid 48 
percent of their salaries from the start of the season. This applies to both 
AHL contracts and players on NHL two-way contracts assigned to the 
AHL. NHL or AHL players assigned to the ECHL are also to be paid 48 
percent of their salaries per the agreement. 

• If games are played, no player is to make less than $30,000 this season 
in the AHL. That means any player making $62,500 or less will be paid 
$30,000, while any player making more than $62,500 will be paid 48 
percent of their salary. 

• If the AHL season is canceled because of COVID-19, teams are only 
obligated to pay 40 percent to players, unless the total number of games 
played in the league has already exceeded 40 percent of 1,146 in which 
case a pro-ration will be determined for payment. 

• This document would also extend the current AHL-PHPA CBA one 
season to Aug. 31, 2025. 

There isn’t a hard deadline, but the AHL asked for “the results of those 
discussions” with the players by 11 a.m. ET on Thursday, and if the 
PHPA is willing to move forward with those discussions it will then move 
to the AHL board of governors for approval, according to the letter. 

If the players don’t approve the terms, the league will either operate 
under an agreement signed on June 2, 2020, or it won’t operate at all for 
the 2020-21 season, according to the letter. An AHL spokesperson said 
they did not have a comment at this time. 

“We got a lot of guys who are in dire straights,” PHPA AHL executive 
committee member and Ontario Reign defenseman Cameron Gaunce 
said. “It’s put us in a real precarious situation. We know this deal isn’t 
good. We know this isn’t, but we also understand we need to play. 
Damned if you do, damned if you don’t essentially.” 

That June 2, 2020 agreement calls for a pro-rated salary based on the 
number of games played. The understanding of PHPA members at that 
time was that it would be for 75 to 80 percent because they assumed the 
AHL season would still start in October or November and be 45 to 55 
games, according to multiple sources familiar with the deal. That deal 
was negotiated by former AHL president Dave Andrews who retired in 
late June. 

Several AHL-level players also used that deal as a reason to not go to 
Europe or pursue other options, which has led to further frustration for 
PHPA members. 

As it became clear the AHL wouldn’t start in October or November, the 
AHL took a position that it still would use that pro-ration for pay for the 
2020-21 season. With some teams scheduled to play only 24 games, 
those players would only get a max of 40 percent of their salary. That 
deal also included terminology where players on NHL two-way contracts 
would be paid 40 percent if the season was canceled, while players on 
AHL contracts wouldn’t be paid at all. 

The June agreement became less palatable once the season started late 
and the need emerged to guarantee payment for AHL-contracted players 
and have players be paid equally across the league since players had no 
control over how many games would be played. 

The NHL, with its two-way NHL contracts, creates a difference between 
players with AHL-only contracts and those on two-way deals. One source 
suggested that if the AHL season was canceled, NHL teams would likely 
just find other ways to get their prospects playing games — likely in 
scrimmages. So some players who aren’t prospects or are on AHL deals, 
feel like they are simply accessories to making sure younger players 
have games to play this season. 

“This season is only about development for the NHL-contracted guys, no 
one is playing to win anything,” one AHL-contracted player said. “We 
know that. The teams know that. It’s not about anything other than that.” 

Multiple members of the PHPA spoke to The Athletic in the past couple 
of days about the difficult financial situation facing AHL players. Multiple 
players said that the potential salary cuts force them to make a decision if 
they even want to continue playing rather than just wait for the 2021-22 
season. 

“You have to look after guys, we got the salary up to $30,000 minimum, 
but even that is a struggle,” Gaunce said. “Say in California, you’re losing 
half your paycheck immediately for taxes. So $15,000 over four months 
and you aren’t finding rent in California on a one-bedroom place on a 
short-term for less than $3,000. And that’s not including any other 
expenses you’d regularly incur.” 
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The document did state that the league would make reasonable efforts to 
find affordable housing for the players, and Gaunce said the Reign 
helped him find short-term lodging for the season after he signed with the 
team. 

It’s also been 11 months since AHL players were last paid in April 2020, 
which is a key concern for the PHPA since players spend a considerable 
amount of money on their offseason training compared to their actual 
salary. 

Further details of the most recent proposal from the AHL to the PHPA 
include: 

• If an individual team or division cancels its season or doesn’t play, the 
rest of the league would still be paid 48 percent, while those on the 
teams that have been canceled would be paid 40 percent. The North 
Division, for example, is still waiting on provincial approval. 

• Signing bonuses will be paid in full while performance bonuses are also 
going to be pro-rated. The document also keeps the AHL veteran rule 
intact but would allow for the veteran rule to be exceeded in cases 
caused by COVID-19 shortened rosters. 

• The AHL has yet to unveil a playoff format this season, but multiple 
sources told The Athletic that the Calder Cup will not be awarded this 
season. Players and coaches have been told there will be a short playoff 
for the top teams in each division, but players will not be additionally 
compensated for any playoff games. 
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The Athletic / Sizing up the NHL: 2020-21 NHL teams by age, height, 
weight and nationality 

 

By James Mirtle Jan 27, 2021 

 

And we’re back. 

This marks Year 4 for the NHL demographics post here at The Athletic. 
This piece is meant to be an annual snapshot of what the best players in 
hockey look like in several basic biographical metrics. You can find the 
data from the last three years here, here and here, although the 
methodology was slightly different in 2017-18. 

The 712 players in my sample shown here include every skater and 
goalie who appeared in any NHL games as of this past weekend. The 
data is from NHL.com and players are weighted evenly. 

My thanks to Dom Luszczyszyn for much of the graphical wizardry here. 
If there are other breakdowns like this you’d like to see in the future, let 
me know in the comments. 

NHL average age this season: 27.6 

The NHL’s average age is up slightly this season, but there’s a good 
explanation for that: The season has started a little more than three 
months later than normal, so everyone’s about that much older. 

Even so, it’s very clear this has become a young man’s league the past 
decade. There are just four players older than 38 in the NHL this season 
(Zdeno Chara, Joe Thornton, Patrick Marleau and Ryan Miller) compared 
to 21 players who aren’t even of legal drinking age in the U.S. 

Forty percent of the NHL is 25 or younger this season, a percentage that 
increases if we pull out goaltenders, who skew quite a bit older, on 
average. (More on that below.) 

This is what the age distribution looks like overall: 

So the peak is definitely there between 24 and 26, a trend that’s become 
more prevalent in the salary cap era as players on entry-level contracts 
are pushed into the lineup much earlier than previously. The speed of the 
league, and analytics, have also played a role in this shift. 

The Rangers are ultra young, by any standard, and the buyout of Henrik 
Lundqvist helped drop them to first on this list. New York has just two 
players born in the 1980s (Jack Johnson and Brendan Smith) and only 
four players older than 27. And Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko are 
both 19. 

On the flip side of things, the Capitals are just plain old, as they 
potentially move out of their contention window. (Adding 43-year-old 
Chara didn’t help.) 

Getting the 20-year-old Connor McMichael into a game dropped their 
average age by nearly a half a year, but that hardly outweighs the fact 
they have 12 players on the wrong side of 30, led by 35-year-old captain 
Alex Ovechkin, T.J. Oshie (34) and Nick Backstrom (33). 

Washington would have been the oldest team in the NHL by more than a 
full year had Lundqvist been healthy. 

The biggest mover on this list? The Maple Leafs, who went from the fifth-
youngest team a year ago to the sixth oldest one on this list. And it’s not 
just because of Thornton. 

Their other newcomers include Wayne Simmonds (32), T.J. Brodie and 
Zach Bogosian (both 30), which explains in large part why their average 
age increased from 26.1 to 28.3. 

NHL average height this season: 73.2 inches (1.86 meters) 

The average NHL player has been right around 6-foot-1 for a long, long 
time — certainly as long as I’ve been pulling these kinds of lists together. 

The variation within that range is pretty interesting though, with the 
Predators this year’s version of the Smurfs and Montreal clearly shedding 
that label. You can really notice the height of a team like Winnipeg in 
games, given just how much ice they take up. 

Vegas has its height throughout the lineup, with 15 players who are 6-
foot-2 and up. Poor Jonathan Marchessault is the only one under 6 feet, 
so he’s looking way up at a lot of his teammates at 5-foot-9. 

Being short (by pro athlete standards) is no longer an impediment to 
making the NHL, really. There are 29 players listed at 5-foot-9 or less, 
although it’s worth noting that 25 of those are forwards. 

If you have a tall kid, the odds are better he’ll make it if he’s a goalie 
these days… 

Position 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Forward 

27.3 

72.7 

196.9 

Defence 

27.7 

73.7 

202.3 

Goalie 

29.5 

74.5 

200.1 

It’s interesting, too, to see how much older goaltenders are than skaters. 
But the adage that it takes longer to make it as a defenseman is 
becoming less and less true, as teams continually turn to younger 
players on the back end like Cale Makar, Quinn Hughes, Bowen Byram, 
Ville Heinola and Adam Boqvist. 
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There are incredibly 14 defensemen aged 21 and under who have 
already played in the NHL this season, something that may in part be 
related to the fact that junior leagues and the AHL are shut down right 
now. 

NHL average weight this season: 198.9 lbs (90 kilograms) 

There were years and years where this number would never dip under 
200 pounds. 

In fact, I often wonder if the NHL is one of the only pro sports in the world 
where, as humans in general increase in size, the athletes are getting 
smaller and smaller. We’ve seen it in the NBA to some extent with 
smaller centers and big men, but I don’t think it’s been this dramatic 
throughout the lineup. 

I had to double check I had my math right on teams like Chicago and 
Pittsburgh, who are flirting with going under the 190-pound mark. That’s 
a dramatic difference from a big boy club like the Golden Knights, who 
have 12 players weighing in at 208 or more. 

Then the water bug Blackhawks have eight players who don’t even weigh 
180. Their only really big lug is Nikita Zadorov, who isn’t a fan of 
NHL.com’s weight tracking. 

The Penguins, meanwhile, have only five players (out of 24) listed at 200 
pounds or more, making Sid the Kid one of their heaviest skaters despite 
being only 5-foot-11. 

The developing trend of players dropping weight to get faster and more 
agile, as highlighted by Patrick Kane and Auston Matthews lately, is very 
real. 

NHL average draft position: 59.6 

Not sure how much this one means, but it gives you a general sense of 
how pedigreed team’s rosters are. 

The Rangers, obviously, have Lafrenière now, as well as several other 
high picks of late. Edmonton makes sense at the top of this list, too. 

The Panthers, meanwhile, have three seventh-round picks, plus a sixth 
and a fifth, in their lineup. 

But, yeah, pretty sure this stat doesn’t mean a whole lot when it comes to 
team competitiveness. Maybe we’ll phase this one out next year. 

One thing that stands out to me immediately here is the NHL is slightly 
more North American this year compared to last season, with a little 
more than 2 percent more players coming from Canada and the U.S. 
than early in 2019-20. 

The pandemic is the likely cause of that, with more European players 
potentially opting to stay in the KHL and their home leagues with the 
uncertainty around the AHL and other leagues on this side of the pond. 

Finland at 6 percent is a very strong showing for them, as we’re seeing 
the wave of their Golden Generation (three recent world junior triumphs 
in 2014, 2016 and 2019) make it to the highest level. It’s remarkable how 
they’ve passed Russia at this point. 

The Czechs and Slovaks, meanwhile, continue to fall off. And while 
countries like Switzerland, Germany and Denmark are starting to make 
strides, they’re really still minnows internationally. 

The U.S. at nearly 27 percent is a very strong number, right up there with 
the highest mark ever. The American development system has done an 
especially good job in recent years of developing defensemen and 
goaltenders, perhaps due to the money flowing into the sport as the 
game has grown dramatically at the minor hockey level in major 
metropolitan areas like Chicago, Washington and Los Angeles. 

Overall, however, it’s definitely become a Big Five group of countries in 
the sport — and it’ll probably stay that way for a while. 

This takes the Canadian and U.S. numbers down to a more granular 
level. 

It’s incredible that more than 20 percent of the best league in the world 
comes from one province, but you can see why living in Toronto, as the 
population base combined with the level of wealth — and the very high 

number of arenas — are doing a good job of developing high-end 
athletes. 

What we’re seeing in the U.S., meanwhile, is more and more areas 
beyond the Three Ms producing top players. Auston Matthews is one 
example, but he has a ton of company, including the Tkachuk brothers, 
the Jones brothers, the Robertson brothers, Clayton Keller, Kailer 
Yamamoto and others who have come from less traditional hockey 
states. 

I don’t think that trend is slowing down any time soon. 

And a shout out to Dylan Cozens from Whitehorse, Yukon. Good on you, 
kid, for representing the territories well. 
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The Athletic / How SportsCentre and Sportsnet Central are trying to keep 
your attention 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Jan 27, 2021  

 

Near the end of a recent broadcast, Sportsnet Central co-hosts Faizal 
Khamisa and Ken Reid launched a plea for public assistance. They were 
appealing to hockey fans — and to fans of hockey clichés — after 
showing part of an otherwise forgettable interview with Montreal 
Canadiens forward Nick Suzuki. 

Amid a thicket of familiar banalities, the young star dropped the phrase 
“gettin’ pucks deep,” which led to the ding of a game show bell. It was 
noted this was just the second time the term had been spotted in the wild 
this season. 

The co-hosts wanted more. 

“If you hear a ‘pucks in deep,’” Reid said, “please let us know.” 

“We need your help,” Khamisa added. “Please: Pucks in deep, send 
them in.” 

Reid had been affectionately celebrating the cliché on Twitter for a 
decade. Now, he and his co-host were crowd-sourcing it on the network’s 
flagship newscast. 

“I hope people find humour in it,” Reid said on the phone the following 
afternoon. “Maybe some people say I’m an idiot. But as long as they’re 
watching, I’m happy.” 

In the not-so-distant past, those viewers would have tuned into Sportsnet 
Central — or its rival at TSN, SportsCentre — because it was one of the 
few places to find highlights of the day’s events. Technology and 
demographics have fragmented audiences and forced both shows to find 
ways to stay relevant. 

Viewership for SportsCentre has dropped over the last decade. Sportsnet 
cut its dinner-hour highlight show altogether, and has given three hours 
of weekday morning programming on Sportsnet 360 to a gambling show 
based in Las Vegas, rather than run its usual loop of highlights. 

From their old position as gatekeepers, both shows now dabble in 
curation. They pick and choose, they comment and contextualize. They 
may not show you a full highlight package from a game between the 
Florida Panthers and the Arizona Coyotes, but they may pick out a viral 
clip or a quirky storyline. 

In a changing media landscape, they have to stake out new territory. 

“The traditional news and highlight show, from my perspective, is 
relatively obsolete,” said Jon Coleman, the general manager of news and 
digital content at Sportsnet. “The days of people being comfortable with 
waiting until 10 p.m. to find out what happened in the world of sports are 
long gone.” 
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The shows, though, are still important to their respective networks. They 
fill acres of space on the daily schedule and that, in turn, provides barrels 
of advertising inventory for their sales teams. (That space is also helpful 
when ratings underperform elsewhere and the network has to make it up 
to the advertiser.) 

Both shows were taken off the air days after the COVID-19 pandemic 
silenced arenas and gyms across North America last spring. 
SportsCentre returned first, two weeks after the shutdown, along with Jay 
Onrait and Dan O’Toole, who broadcast “SC with Jay and Dan” from their 
respective homes. 

“I actually look at Sportsnet Central as an entertainment show more than 
I do news and information and highlights,” said Coleman. “Those are 
parts of it, but we also need to be entertaining people. How do we do 
that? With our personalities, with our opinions, with our humour.” 

Some of the most significant innovations, he said, have been on display 
over the first 10 months of the pandemic. Through platforms such as 
Zoom and FaceTime and Skype, almost everyone has access to a video 
platform — and the newfound technological fluency to use it in a pinch. 

Experts and pundits can be scheduled on short notice, without having to 
scramble a camera crew. Post-game interviews are now being held 
online, giving producers easy access to players and coaches. That 
means a show broadcast after, say, a Maple Leafs game can feel more 
like a post-game wrap-up than a regular highlights program. 

“I’m a firm believer in fishing where the fish are,” said Coleman. “If we’re 
coming out of a Leafs game, we had a huge audience watching the Leafs 
game. And Sportsnet Central comes up with this massive audience that 
just watched another exciting Leafs victory — hopefully — how can we 
further that story? How can we hang onto that audience for longer?” 

In the early 1990s, when TSN was still Canada’s only full-time sports 
network, the news programs were often just that: The news. 

Hosts would dutifully narrate the packages of highlights, and that script 
would include the names of the players who scored in the game. When 
there were no highlights, the host might read over a scoreboard on the 
screen because that was often where a viewer would find that 
information before picking up the morning newspaper. 

Jennifer Hedger started hosting SportsCentre in 2002, and she said the 
basic format of the show did not change very much for her first 10 years. 
The show opened with 25 or 30 seconds spent on the headlines of the 
day, followed with another 30-45 seconds of banter between the two 
hosts before launching into the first package of highlights. 

They would run through highlights of all the Canadian hockey teams, 
then go to commercial and come back with highlights from all of the U.S. 
games. Hedger said she does not remember ever throwing to a panel 
discussion in those early years. 

Now, a focus is placed on context. 

“I feel like Twitter is really good for burping out the news, or the one little 
factoid, but not really giving you any sort of context as what that means 
to you as a Blue Jays fan,” she said. “It just gives you that bullet point. 
And if you care, you’ve got to tune in.” 

Today, TSN employs a producer strictly to monitor breaking news and 
book guests able to offer expert opinion and analysis. If Canadiens 
defenceman Shea Weber accidentally injures a teammate with a hard 
shot in practice, the network aims to deliver the package of analysis and 
opinion and video quickly. 

“Twenty years ago, you used to hold things until the six o’clock 
SportsCentre,” said Ken Volden, the vice-president and executive 
producer at TSN. “We just don’t do that anymore.” 

And they are not beholden to highlighting every game anymore, either. 

One secret that both Sportsnet Central and SportCentre have embraced 
is that not all games are created equal. Where once a Canadian 
highlights show might feel compelled to include a package featuring the 
midweek game of a mid-range U.S. team, both shows can now quietly 
tiptoe past without any mention. 

“The journey to go away from traditional highlight packs has been a slow 
morphing, year over year, month over month,” said Volden. “We don’t 
think that we have to be comprehensive. We don’t think that’s what’s 
going to attract viewers. 

“It’s storytelling.” 

For SportsCentre, that could mean turning over a full segment to a piece 
of long-form journalism from reporter Rick Westhead. Or it could be time 
dedicated to a light-hearted feature on a two-year-old golf prodigy from a 
small town in Northern Ontario, as narrated by James Duthie. 

Instead of showing highlights from a relatively uninspiring game, Volden 
said SportCentre would likely use the time to offer additional reporting on 
the Raptors, or a team that just appeared on the network. If a viewer 
wanted highlights that were not available in the show, they could easily 
find them online. 

The belief is that the context, analysis and curation is what will set the 
shows apart from what is freely available online. 

“You’re not going to bat 1.000 when you’re doing news every day, with 
the amount of things we do,” said Volden. “But we want to entertain, tell 
stories and do hardcore news. It’s that mix you put in the pot.” 

According to a TSN spokesperson, traffic to the network’s digital 
platforms, which often link back to SportsCentre content, is approaching 
a record for most monthly video starts on its website. (It had almost 10-
million starts over one week in October, which was its biggest week on 
record.) 

A digital version of the show, created for social media, draws more than 
600,000 impressions a day. 

Daniel Zakrzewski is a 30-year-old contributor to BarDown, the youthful 
TSN spinoff. He was a co-host on SportsCentre for the first time last 
month. He sheepishly admitted that he does not have cable, and has not 
for “a very long time.” 

But he does subscribe to the network’s streaming service. 

“I tune in when I want to, and I kind of go in and out,” he said. “It kind of 
covers ground in a different way. I think it’s also up to us to think of new 
ways to curate that. And that’s constantly evolving.” 

On YouTube, Zakrzewski is best known as the voice of the BarDown quiz 
shows, which pits colleagues against each other in light-hearted combat 
over often obscure hockey trivia. The videos are some of the most-
viewed pieces of content to appear on the site under the TSN banner. 

Zakrzewski also edits and produces the quizzes, which have also 
appeared on the network. 

“Content is just content,” he said. “If you capture my attention, you 
capture my attention. And that idea of thinking of something as, ‘oh, we 
built this for digital,’ or ‘we built this for broadcast’ – just trying to blur that 
line a lot.” 

“PUCKS IN DEEP” BECAUSE IT APPLIES TO EVERY GAME. 
HTTPS://T.CO/XZ61CIOI4N 

— KEN REID (@SNKENREID) MAY 10, 2018 

On the night Reid and Khamisa asked viewers for help with “pucks in 
deep,” Sportsnet Central opened its broadcast with a meme borrowed 
from social media. It included a photoshopped image of a sitting, freezing 
Bernie Sanders on the ice with the Canadiens for the national anthem. 

The show carried highlights, but it also featured several panel 
discussions. There was a group to break down hockey, and a slightly 
smaller group to break down basketball. Dan Shulman, the long-time 
play-by-play voice, appeared via computer, with a bit of stubble and a 
comfortable sweater, to talk baseball. 

“I think when people sit down and watch a highlight show, they just want 
to be entertained,” said Reid. “They want to know the scores first, and 
they want to see the highlights, and if you can entertain them along the 
way, I think that’s a bonus. Because there are so many options now.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Elias Pettersson appears to rediscover 
confidence after slow start 

 

Staff 

 

VANCOUVER – Since eight games weren’t enough to judge and write off 
Elias Pettersson’s season, one game is a preposterously small sample in 
which to conclude that the worst is over and the Vancouver Canucks’ 
best forward is back. 

But Wednesday, for the first time in 2021, Pettersson looked like the 
confident, driven offensive star who burst upon the National Hockey 
League two-and-a-half years ago. 

It wasn’t just that the 22-year-old had a goal and assist, matching his 
output from the previous eight games, in the Canucks’ 5-1 win against 
the Ottawa Senators. It was that Pettersson had nine shot attempts, 
hitting a post and a crossbar as well as scoring. It was that he made one 
goal possible with a strong defensive play in the neutral zone, and on 
another play bowled over Evgenii Dadonov when the Senators winger 
came to deliver a hit. 

It was this 200-foot game, this so-what-are-you-going-to-do-about-it 
swagger, that Pettersson was missing as well as the points during the 
Canucks’ false start to the 56-game season. 

“I think when Petey is on top of his game, you actually see a high 
compete level,” Canucks coach Travis Green said after his team inched 
back towards .500 -- a minimal threshold it can attain if it completes a 
three-game sweep against last-place Ottawa on Thursday at Rogers 
Arena. “We didn’t have exhibition (games); sometimes it takes a little 
time to get your engine running as hot as it needs to. 

“I think we saw glimpses of it tonight out of that line. But you’re right, 
when he’s engaged and on top of his game, you do see good things 
come out of other areas of his game that maybe don’t have anything to 
do with offence. And really, that’s part of winning hockey. All your players 
have to have that in them if you’re going to win.” 

Pettersson and linemates J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser generated three 
second-period goals after the Canucks barely survived the first when 
they needed 22 saves from goalie Thatcher Demko to maintain an early 
1-1 tie. 

The only forward who has struggled as much to meet expectations as 
Pettersson, Miller scored his first two goals of the season six minutes 
apart in the middle period as the Canucks blew the game open. 

Miller said he thought the third period was his line’s best this season 
although remarkable grinder, Tyler Motte, scored the only Vancouver 
goal -- his fifth in nine games. 

“We're relied upon to put points up and produce for our team,” Miller said. 
“We're relied on to work hard and create momentum for our team. 
Typically, when we work hard, the ice opens up like it did in the third 
period. We need to be better at the start of the game. I mean, I guess it's 
nice to produce a little bit but at the same time, our standards are higher 
than a couple of open nets (goals).” 

Miller has said it took him years in the NHL to figure how to be the player 
he has become. Pettersson is starting only his third season. 

What wisdom would Miller offer his linemate? 

“Just worry about his game,” he said. “There's a lot of outside noise 
comes in here all the time and he has to answer about how he's not good 
enough or whatever it is. He is our best player. I'm not worried about him 
at all. We know what makes him a good player and we have complete 
faith that he's going to play well for us coming up.” 

Miller’s definition of “all the time” probably differs from reporters’ as 
Pettersson is available to the media only for a few minutes on Zoom two 
or three times a week. 

He didn’t go more than two games without a point of all last season, but 
has already endured a five-game scoring famine this season. He looked 
tentative in some games, hesitant to shoot. At times, he looked at war 
with the puck, struggling to control it. And he wasn’t engaged physically 
and defensively like he was Wednesday. 

“I think frustration comes when we're not winning games,” Pettersson 
said. “I think everybody in the locker room wants to win, win badly. Our 
confidence is good, both for me, and the team. (We) are believing each 
other, so just build on these two games. 

“There's always pressure. And I'm the guy to put the most pressure on 
me. I always want to play good. I'll be honest, my first couple of games 
haven't been the way I wanted to play. I think today was definitely a step 
in the right direction, but me and our line definitely have a lot more to 
give.” 

The Canucks top players will have to give more because the team can’t 
ask for any more than what its bottom-six forwards have given. And 
through two wins against the Senators, by an aggregate score of 12-2, 
they can’t ask anything more of Demko. 

His 42-save performance Wednesday was even more impressive than 
Monday’s 7-1 romp, not only because the Canucks were so poor in front 
of him in the first period, but because he backed up one excellent 
performance with a great one. 

Two games are not a fluke. Demko has elevated his play and looks 
suddenly like the goalie whose spectacular playoff cameo last summer 
made starter Jacob Markstrom a little more expendable. 

“The way things are kind of going, one game at a time isn't going to be 
good enough,” Demko said. “We've got to start stringing something 
together.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Sandin forced to remain patient amid lack of 
opportunities 

 

Chris Johnston 

 

Rasmus Sandin was young when he last played a meaningful hockey 
game. 

That was 323 days ago. And at this point the Toronto Maple Leafs 
defenceman can’t be sure when he’ll get his next one. 

“Yeah we just need patience,” coach Sheldon Keefe said this week. 
“That’s the big thing.” 

One can only imagine how much that patience has been tested during a 
pandemic, a trip through the NHL bubble as a practice player and the off-
season of hard work back home in Sweden that preceded his arrival on 
the taxi squad. 

Sandin has been waiting, and waiting, and waiting some more. 

He’s hardly alone in the hockey world -- or the wider universe, for that 
matter. The last 10-plus months have included a confluence of events 
that disrupted everyone’s life. But his situation underscores an increased 
challenge NHL teams are facing during an unusual season where they’re 
carrying more players on the margins of the roster and have fewer 
playing opportunities to spread among them. 

That’s been true since the first day of shortened training camps that were 
designed to stretch conditioning rather than evaluate talent. Sandin was 
slotted as Toronto’s eighth defenceman after an off-season where T.J. 
Brodie, Zach Bogosian and Mikko Lehtonen were signed to play ahead of 
him and there wasn’t really anything he could do to shift the balance of 
power. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 28, 2021 

 

“I think one of the really difficult parts of the way this camp ... and season 
has gone is that players like Rasmus and in that situation -- the younger 
players or the depth players -- don’t get nearly the same opportunity they 
might get in a regular training camp and exhibition season,” said Keefe. 
“So it’s really hard. It’s hard to get them the opportunities, it’s hard to 
keep them sharp and fresh.” 

Following a morning skate at Scotiabank Arena last week, Sandin and 
other members of the taxi squad stayed out for extra work with assistant 
coaches Manny Malhotra and Dave Hakstol. The 20-year-old was the 
last one on the ice, skating himself into exhaustion until the Zamboni 
literally drove out and forced him off. 

With the Leafs enjoying a 6-2-0 start and carrying a completely healthy 
blue-line, it’s about all he can do. Work and wait. Keefe doesn’t seem 
inclined to get Sandin in as part of a rotation, especially while still trying 
to get a handle on what he has in the 27-year-old Lehtonen. 

The Finn replaced Travis Dermott in the lineup for Tuesday’s 4-3 win in 
Calgary, making it the first time Dermott was a healthy scratch since April 
2019. 

This is the trickle-down effect of what’s broadly called “depth.” Every 
organization loves to have it when injuries arrive, but it comes with some 
built-in challenges, too. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Lehtonen was a highly coveted free agent who was sold on the 
opportunity in Toronto. However he’s dressed for just three of eight 
games so far, playing 6:41, 8:34 and 13:03. The Leafs like how he looks 
on the power play, according to Keefe, but aren’t yet sure how much he 
can handle at 5-on-5. 

“I would still say we’re uncomfortable,” Keefe said Tuesday. “I think if he 
were speaking honestly, Mikko is probably a little uncomfortable too.” 

Dermott can’t be feeling too secure, either, not after spending the last two 
and a half seasons as a NHL regular in Toronto. He’s averaging 11:22 in 
the early going after playing 17:19 last year. 

Then there’s Sandin, who first cracked the Leafs lineup as a teenager out 
of training camp in October 2019 and has added strength and experience 
to go with 28 NHL games since. It might take a teammate’s injury to get 
his next one. He’s played just once since turning 20 on March 7 and isn’t 
too far off his 21st birthday. 

Now the 29th pick from the 2018 draft has started seeing more 
contemporaries make their way into the NHL this season, from K’Andre 
Miller with the Rangers to Isac Lundestrom with the Ducks to Alexander 
Romanov with the Canadiens. 

In theory, the Leafs will at least be able to get Sandin some games in the 
American Hockey League soon, although the provincial government 
hasn’t yet signed off on that league’s return-to-play plan. So the next 
Marlies game remains “TBD.” 

For obvious reasons, the organization’s only priority at the NHL level is 
currently winning and they’ve been meeting that objective to start this 
2021 season. This year is not about development in Toronto. 

“We’re mindful of Rasmus and the fact that he’s here every day and his 
development and all of that kind of stuff is important,” said Keefe. “At the 
same time, we feel like with Mikko Lehtonen, just where he’s at, that he’s 
ahead in regards to getting in the lineup and getting going. So we want to 
be more mindful of Rasmus, for sure, but it’s been a challenge there with 
the lineup.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

That could change at a moment’s notice, which is why Keefe borrowed 
Steve Nash’s phrase and rebranded his extra players the “stay-ready 
squad.” 

The Leafs had four goaltenders with NHL experience at the end of 
training camp and are now down to just two healthy options: Frederik 
Andersen and Michael Hutchinson. Long-term injuries to forwards Joe 

Thornton (rib fracture) and Nick Robertson (knee) -- plus a one-game 
absence for Auston Matthews -- have seen Adam Brooks, Travis Boyd, 
Joey Anderson, Pierre Engvall and Alexander Barabanov move up from 
the taxi squad to play. 

Boyd scored in his debut against Calgary, while Brooks had a goal in his 
only game against Edmonton last Friday. They’re both veteran in-
betweeners and spoke highly of the taxi squad experience. 

“You never really know what this season’s going to hold and what kind of 
opportunities are going to be thrown at you, so you just have to make 
sure that you’re pushing yourself every day and make sure you come in 
happy and just work hard,” said Brooks. “So I think that’s what we’re all 
trying to do. We have a good group there and we all get along really well. 

“It’s actually pretty fun.” 

Sandin is the only original member of the taxi squad yet to get the call 
and he’s waited longer than any of them for that next game. 

The third-year pro hasn’t spoken with reporters since the start of training 
camp, but was in great spirits when we chatted last month. He trained 
hard with William Nylander during the off-season and was giddy when I 
asked him what it would feel like to play again. 

“To be honest, I don’t know,” said Sandin. “It’s going to be like a birthday 
or a Christmas or something like that.” 

The celebration remains on hold. 
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Sportsnet.ca / For Oilers to succeed, free-agent signings must start 
meeting expectations 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — Ken Holland set off into the free-agent waters last 
October on a goalie hunt. But when Jacob Markstrom signed in Calgary, 
the Edmonton Oilers general manager had to shift gears. 

He wanted better goaltending. Who in the Edmonton market argued with 
that? 

But Holland quickly pivoted to Plan B, a strategy that included a third-line 
centre and someone to bring winger Jesse Puljujarvi along. It scratched 
the itch left behind by Oscar Klefbom’s absence: a power-play 
quarterback who can get pucks into the hands of their most dangerous 
forwards quickly and efficiently. 

And, if possible, how about a left winger for Leon Draisaitl? 

In bringing in unrestricted free agents Kyle Turris, Tyson Barrie and 
Dominik Kahun, we thought, “OK, those are some decent additions to a 
lineup that finished last season right near the top of the Pacific.” 

Well, we’re eight games in and those three pick-ups in particular have 
helped Edmonton to a 3-5 record. Barrie is off the top powerplay he was 
brought in to run, Kahun has spent the season next to one of hockey’s 
top distributors and hasn’t scored a goal yet, and Turris is minus-8 in his 
new role as a defensive centreman. 

Most disturbing is this player, who came to Edmonton on a two-year deal 
at $1.65 million per, which he is paid on the top of the $2 million in buy-
out dollars that Nashville will be paying Turris for this season and six 
more. 

He is that player who, moons ago, was a No. 3 overall draft pick, but 
never met the offensive expectations that accompanied his draft position. 
So, years later, asking a highly talented centreman to master the No. 3 
role behind Connor McDavid and Draisaitl shouldn’t be too much to ask, 
right? 
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Well, so far it has been for Turris, who is getting crushed five-on-five — 
the exact area that all of Holland’s moves were meant to improve. Turris 
is getting caved in with a 37 per cent Corsi, the Oilers shot share when 
he’s on the ice is below 40 per cent when Turris is on the ice, the scoring 
chances favour the opposition 65-35 when Turris is playing, and he’s 
below .500 in the faceoff circle at even strength (48.75 per cent). 

Only $1.65 million for a 3C with Turris’ pedigree? It seemed like a sly 
signing. 

“The reality is there wouldn’t have been a plethora of better offers for 
Kyle Turris,” former NHL GM Brian Lawton told 630 CHED in Edmonton 
Wednesday. 

On a team seeking to improve its five-on-five numbers, Turris was seen 
as a solution. Right now he’s a problem — something that will have to 
change if Edmonton’s Bottom 6 is going to be of any support to the Top 
6. 

The theory that a “puck-moving” defenceman doesn’t have to defend as 
well because the puck won’t be in his zone as much has too many holes 
in it for me. Every player gets caught in their own zone at different points 
in a game. Every player needs to be able to survive a defensive shift, and 
every defenceman needs to be able to defend. 

The sliding scale is, the more points you get on offence, the less worried 
we are about your defensive play. Well, through eight games Barrie’s 
offensive work has not been more valuable than his defensive work has 
been harmful. 

We knew that Barrie is an average defender at best in his own end. What 
we didn’t know was that he would be spending so much time there. 

“I’d like to get back to the player I was when I left Colorado,” Barrie told 
me in an interview earlier this month. 

That dynamic, fast, intense player has not been seen in Edmonton. 
Rather, Barrie appears slow, lacks the offensive composure that is 
supposed to define his game, and he is not in any way elusive. 

Defensively, his five-on-five numbers are like Turris’: a 45 per cent Corsi, 
a 44 per cent shots share, and he’s been on the ice for one even strength 
goal and five against. Barrie has lost his job running the powerplay 
already, and we would openly question whether his offensive work can 
EVER win the day over his defensive play if he’s not racking up points 
with the man advantage. 

Slow. Stiff. Ineffective. 

Barrie hasn’t come close to making anyone forget about Klefbom. 

Dominik Kahun 

Kahun was supposed to have some childhood chemistry with Draisaitl, 
from all those years together in Germany, giving the Oilers another Top 6 
winger to go with their two superior centres. He has never scored more 
than 13 goals in the NHL, but in Edmonton — next to Draisaitl — Kahun’s 
career was perfectly placed to take that next step. 

Well, if that next step is anywhere near the blue paint, he’s going to need 
an awfully long stick. The perimeter-residing Kahun has spent eight 
games out on the edge, and has in no way made Draisaitl a better player. 
On his right side, Kailer Yamamoto furnishes Draisaitl with pucks with a 
battle level seldom seen, while Kahun swoops and circles, trying to reap 
the rewards without ever getting his hands dirty. 

Kahun has one assist in eight games playing next to the reigning Art 
Ross and Hart Trophy winner. Like Turris and Barrie, he seemed like a 
viable UFA pickup. 

Now, like those players, it’s time to play like one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Penguins still in 'win-now mode' as search for new GM 
begins 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

It's not every day a general manager steps down from his position in the 
NHL, and certainly not just seven games into a season with a 4-2-1 
record. 

Jim Rutherford's decision to resign as GM of the Penguins on 
Wednesday shocked the hockey world. In his seventh season with the 
team, and after two Stanley Cup wins, the news was sudden and, given 
the times, concerning. 

CEO David Morehouse made it clear on his media availability, though, 
that the decision was not health-related and happened fast. 

"The discussion was last night," Morehouse said about how long this was 
in the works. "I had a discussion with Jim, just Jim and I. Jim had his 
mind made up. 

"There was nothing with this team currently or the coaching staff currently 
configured that is any different than any of the other teams we've 
had...There was nothing different in the form of dialogue. And I don't think 
there was any one thing that led to Jim resigning." 

After the 2013-14 season, Rutherford stepped down from his position as 
Carolina Hurricanes GM and into a retirement that lasted no more than 
two months before he joined the Penguins. 

He arrived at an interesting time, too. Dan Bylsma was relieved as head 
coach and the Penguins, still led by a similar core to what you see today, 
were seemingly at a crossroads. Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Marc-
Andre Fleury, Kris Letang -- all of their stars were still in their prime, but 
rather than become a New York Islanders-esque dynasty that won Cup 
after Cup or was at least right there every season, they had won four 
playoff rounds in the previous five seasons. The furthest they advanced 
in that time was to the Eastern Conference Final, where the Boston 
Bruins rolled over them in four games. 

Malkin became no stranger to the off-season trade rumour talk. Whether 
or not the Penguins should take a step back to retool around Crosby was 
a debated point. 

Rutherford, though, doubled down on his star core and began adding. 
Patric Hornqvist was his first trade acquisition and mid-way through his 
first season David Perron was picked up from the Edmonton Oilers for a 
first-round pick. Rutherford made four more trades around deadline 
season with an eye on playoff depth, the most notable pickup being Ian 
Cole. 

Rutherford's first playoff run with the Penguins ended with a single win, 
but they were about to be fully back. 

Phil Kessel was acquired from the Toronto Maple Leafs in the 2015 off-
season, and in Pittsburgh, he thrived as a supporting scorer instead of 
the go-to star. Nick Bonino was next, and mid-way through his second 
season, Rutherford acquired Carl Hagelin. Suddenly the HBK line 
(Hagelin-Bonino-Kessel) was in the house. The three finished first, fourth 
and fifth in team scoring during that 2016 playoff run, and were a key part 
in the Penguins reclaiming the Stanley Cup. 

Then they repeated the next season. 

Nuts to the idea of rebuilding a star-heavy team. 

As Rutherford departs six-and-a-half years later, the Penguins are 
interestingly in a similar spot to when he first arrived, though a few years 
older. They haven't gotten out of the second round since claiming the 
2017 Cup and actually haven't technically won a game in a playoff round 
in either of the past two years. They were swept by the Islanders in 2019 
and lost in the qualifying round, 3-1, to the Montreal Canadiens in the 
summer bubble. 

Crosby and Letang are 33. Malkin is 34. There isn't a seemingly endless 
amount of time left for these players anymore. After next season, Malkin 
will need a new contract, if he doesn't test free agency. And if the 
Penguins are fading from contention again, at this stage, will a move to a 
new GM spur some sort of re-tool, an adjustment that may result in a 
step back if it means giving Crosby and Co. a better stretch run? 
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Don't count on it. 

"We're not in rebuilding mode," Morehouse said. "We're in a win-now 
mode and we're going to continue to be in that mode until we're in a 
rebuilding mode. We're looking for someone who can come in and have 
us continue to work toward winning another Cup. 

"The criteria (for a new GM) is the same criteria we've had here for the 
last almost 15 years, is to win the Stanley Cup. We're looking for 
someone that's going to be able to come in, take a very talented team 
with a very good coaching staff, and take it as far as they can take it." 

Patrik Allvin, who has worked his way up from European scout, to 
director of European scouting, and to assistant GM with Pittsburgh this 
season, will carry the interim label and, according to Morehouse, will be 
one of the candidates considered for the full-time job. 

Morehouse did not put a timeline on when the next GM would be hired, 
but noted he had already taken calls. 

With the 2021 Penguins off to a decent start, there are still potential 
cracks in the foundation. Tristan Jarry has struggled without Matt Murray 
to share the crease, Malkin is not feeling it yet (three points in seven 
games) and the offence ranks 22nd in 5-on-5 shots per 60 minutes. 

There are the recent playoff shortfalls, the fact the team has made one 
first-round pick in the past six years. And they already don't have their 
own first pick in the 2021 draft. 

But there's also the optimism that comes with having players like Crosby 
and Malkin on your team, and how Jake Guentzel has developed into a 
significant producer, or how Bryan Rust has carved out a nice role for 
himself in the top six. 

"We think the team Jim put on the ice is a team that can compete and 
win," Morehouse said. "We think our coaching staff is a coaching staff 
that can get them there." 

Whoever the next GM is will be tasked with the same expectations faced 
by a Hall of Famer nearly seven years ago, with a younger roster that 
had more runway. The Penguins rebuild will eventually arrive, but it 
seems when it does, it won't be because they chose it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: How the Dubois-Laine trade finally came 
together 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

You can talk all you want, but actions speak. Any long-time fan can 
remember a time when their team made a big trade — and totally 
collapsed. Whether it was the white flag on a season or a superstar who 
wanted out, a demoralized carcass of a roster remained. 

That did not happen in Columbus on Saturday. The opponent was the 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, who were 3-0 on the 
season with a victory over the Blue Jackets under their belts less than 48 
hours earlier. Captain Nick Foligno tied the game 17 seconds after Victor 
Hedman opened the scoring, en route to an impressive 5–2 Blue Jackets 
win. 

“We have a great room. We have really good leadership here,” GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen said on Monday’s podcast. “Guys love playing for 
each other and going to battle. That’s the way it looked like again on 
Saturday…. There’s certain values we don’t compromise. Doesn’t matter 
who you are, you have to live by those values. 

“You could see some joy within our team in Saturday’s game. We finally 
looked like a team, and they played great. I'm proud of the guys.” 

Kekalainen knew for months that Dubois wanted out. He and Winnipeg 
compatriot Kevin Cheveldayoff knew for months that each other was 

likely their best option. Every time these two GMs spoke to other clubs 
about their disgruntled forwards, whatever was offered had to beat what 
they could get from one another. 

During his Hockey Night in Canada pre-game interview with Ron 
MacLean, Cheveldayoff said the Jets tried to address their needs on 
defence but were unable to do so. It’s believed that when they spoke to 
Philadelphia, the ask of the Flyers included Ivan Provorov. Philly 
obviously wasn’t doing that, but it illustrates what both the Blue Jackets 
and Jets were thinking. 

Columbus hoped it could mend things with Dubois, but he had no interest 
and accelerated the process by sleepwalking through last Thursday’s 
game. It couldn’t continue. Kekalainen took one more trip around the 
NHL on Friday, but no one could beat the Jets. It was done Friday, 
although medical reviews weren’t completed until Saturday. 

Jack Roslovic is overshadowed by the rest of the star power involved, but 
his inclusion was critical to Kekalainen. 

“We were adamant right from the start we wanted both of these players 
in the deal, and it wasn’t happening one for one,” he said. 

While necessary, it had to be a painful trade for Columbus. The Blue 
Jackets — trusting their instincts — disavowed conventional wisdom to 
select Dubois third overall in 2016. If they had taken Jesse Puljujarvi, 
Edmonton would have snared Mikhail Sergachev with the next pick and 
P.K. Subban would have been traded from Montreal to Vancouver so the 
Canadiens could grab Dubois. How much would be different? 

Instead, their astute gamble forced an eviction after just three seasons. 
Having recently seen Sergei Bobrovsky and Artemi Panarin walk as 
unrestricted free agents makes it hurt even more. In response, 
Kekalainen launched into a passionate defence of the Ohio capital. 

“The one thing I know, there’s misconception that there’s something 
wrong with Columbus. This is a great city. I could live here for the rest of 
my life…. We’ve got great fans, we have a great building, great 
ownership here and people are excited about hockey. It can give you the 
small city, safe feeling… with great schools and some of the best golf 
courses in the United States if you love that. 

“I can’t say enough about Columbus, how great it is here.” 

One of the theories (although I don’t believe it applied in this case) is that 
players want out because the Blue Jackets grind them when they have 
the hammer due to the way arbitration and free agency are set up. Do 
they have to change their approach? 

“No, I don’t feel that way at all,” Kekalainen answered. “We have certain 
rights in the CBA…. You know what they tell me when they become (an 
unrestricted free agent)? ‘Here’s what I want for money, or I’ll leave.’” 

He was laughing when he said that. 

“When we have the rights — and you don’t have arbitration rights, for 
example — we’re going to say, ‘Well, we think this is a fair contract. 
Here’s why, here are the comparables and let’s agree on a deal.’ We’re 
never going to try to squeeze you and put an unfair offer on the table. 
Sometimes negotiations get a little bit hard if the other side’s 
unreasonable, but I don’t think we’ve ever been unreasonable. I think the 
contract once (Dubois) finally wanted to sign took me and (agent) Pat 
Brisson 10 minutes to get done. 

“We just signed Oliver Bjorkstrand to an extension, and he’s very, very 
happy about it…. (If a) player wants to leave for other reasons, there’s 
nothing we can do. We offered Artemi Panarin one of the biggest 
contracts in the entire league because we felt he’s worth it and one of the 
best players in the entire league. Once you’ve earned it, we’re going to 
pay. But we also have a cap to manage and now it’s going to be flat for 
awhile. So if we just hand out money… then maybe the players will like 
us or our negotiations more, but we’re going to be losing players and not 
.. able to keep the team together because we’ll be over the cap. 

“We don’t get any sympathies from the players and agents when they 
have the right to ask for whatever they want. We either have to say yes 
or no when they become UFAs. We’ve got to conduct our business the 
right way, but we’re always going to try to be fair about it.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 
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Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

1. Let’s empty the notebook on this deal. Before the season, Montreal 
might have considered the possibility of Nick Suzuki as part of a trade for 
Dubois. But any chance of that was eliminated by his performance to 
start the year. His growth is exceptional. 

I’m not sure what was in Anaheim’s package, but I don’t believe it 
included top prospects Jamie Drysdale or Trevor Zegras. 

2. Dubois repeated one particular theme in his post-trade interviews: 
“Sometimes you have to remain true to yourself, how you feel and how 
you think.” 

It’s cryptic, but a window into his thinking. 

One Blue Jacket said, “If you cross him, or he makes up his mind on 
something, he doesn’t change it.” So, in that respect, he was certainly 
true to himself. 

I don’t believe this was about money — the belief is Columbus was 
willing to go into the eight-times-eight range to get this done. There are a 
ton of theories, including: Dubois wanting to be in a place where hockey 
was more in the spotlight; his relationship with John Tortorella (a factor, 
although multiple sources have indicated it’s not “the” factor); some kind 
of dispute with teammates (denied by one source, although they were 
very unhappy with his performance this year); and, lastly, Dubois being 
worried if he signed long-term that other Blue Jackets would go 
elsewhere and he’d be left behind. Maybe we’ll never know the real truth. 

3. On the podcast, Kekalainen said Columbus “tried like hell” in 2016 to 
move up from third to second overall so they could draft Laine. Did he 
ever think it would happen? “No, they weren’t moving the pick.” 

4. As for Winnipeg, Blake Wheeler pushed back against the idea Laine 
was bullied out of the organization. 

“If I have any regrets, my regrets would be some of the frustrations that 
took place over the years,” the captain said. “Every time we 
communicated, it’s been nothing but positive. Never any fighting, never 
any yelling at each other…. So maybe I could have communicated a little 
better instead of just getting frustrated. Never once was I hard on Patty 
— far from it. If anything, I was very respectful and coddled a young 
teenager and 20-year-old.” 

Whatever the case, one thing is very clear: Not everyone was 100 per 
cent comfortable with everyone else. That’s not necessarily fatal. Take a 
look around your own workplace — there are always factions, egos and 
petty jealousies. What matters is if everyone shows up to play, and 
Laine’s opener was out of this world. 

What can screw up everything is money. The winger’s number is going to 
be high, and I don’t think the Jets were willing to go there. Look at their 
salary structure — everyone’s reasonably close. That, to me, is what 
ultimately set the move in motion. 

5. Vince Dunn was off the second power play in St. Louis’s morning 
skate Tuesday at Vegas. Coach Craig Berube would not reveal his 
lineup, but will that mean a healthy scratch? 

Dunn has had a rough start, but his talent is respected. St. Louis had a 
lot of trade talks about him in the summer before signing him. They are 
believed to be looking for a first rounder. 

6. Some things to keep an eye on: Anaheim is looking for scoring. 

7. I didn’t think Toronto would need forwards, but here we are. With 
Nicholas Robertson and Joe Thornton out long-term, the Maple Leafs are 
searching for any potential upgrades to what they’ve got. 

8. The Canadiens are so deep and going so well that Victor Mete can’t 
get into the lineup. There’s going to be interest. The one thing you really 
notice about Montreal is their confidence. That team believes it’s good. 

Remaining Time -1:10 

Julien praises Canadiens for overcoming lengthy road trip with strong 
start to season 

9. It was DEFCON 1 in Vancouver over the weekend as the Canucks 
dropped to 2-5. I can’t imagine ownership is thrilled with the way the 
season’s begun, but I don’t sense any desire to do something rash. This 
season presents unique challenges, which makes change riskier and 
more difficult to complete. You’ve got to lean into the headwind. 

If the start to the year’s proven anything, it’s that team identity was 
altered by the departures of Jacob Markstrom and Chris Tanev. They 
were security blankets on and off the ice. When Elias Pettersson needed 
counsel, he went to Markstrom. When Quinn Hughes needed it, he went 
to Tanev. You could count on Markstrom to cover up mistakes, while 
Tanev was a calm presence who could make a strong outlet pass. That 
eased the pressure on Hughes’s workload; now he’s even more of a 
target. 

I’m a fan of Corey Sznajder’s online work (@shutdownline on Twitter). He 
does a ton of individual tracking, and has noticed Hughes’s workload has 
gone up a lot — although defensive injuries have something to do with 
that, too. Opponents are making sure to finish their checks on him. 

10. There’ve been reports the Canucks have talked to former Los 
Angeles assistant GM Michael Futa. He works with Sportsnet now, so it’s 
not something I’m really comfortable talking about, but I don’t believe 
these conversations are new. There was contact several months ago 
with GM Jim Benning, but nothing available. 

11. Sznajder’s data had some interesting insight into Pettersson. His five-
on-five numbers so far this season are stunningly poor for such a 
fantastic talent. For example, he had just five offensive-zone entries with 
possession in the team’s first six games. It’s simply not what you expect 
from him. Can’t help but wonder if some of that was J.T. Miller’s early-
season absence. They have tremendous chemistry and look for each 
other. Now that Miller’s returned, the Canucks hope things get back to 
normal, although it’s certainly strange to see the pair get no points on a 
night where Vancouver scores seven against Ottawa. 

12. Senators coach DJ Smith unloaded following that 7–1 defeat. 

“We got some guys that are taking for granted positions in the NHL,” he 
said. “And we’ve got to give some other guys opportunity to see if they 
want to play a little harder than some of the guys that are playing now.” 

I didn’t mind Smith leaving in Matt Murray; this is a long-term investment, 
and he needs to work on things. That probably gets Colin White back in 
the lineup, as he’s only played twice. Teams have called the Senators to 
see what their intentions are, but again, they’re not anxious to give up 
talented young players. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

13. Almost 27 years ago, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman suspended 
Mike Keenan for 60 days and fined him $100,000 for signing a contract 
with St. Louis while coaching the Rangers in the playoffs. The Blues were 
fined $250,000, and Detroit (which also tried to get him) was fined 
$25,000. Even adjusted for inflation, John Chayka’s suspension, which 
amounts to 17 months through Dec. 31, looks very steep by comparison. 

A couple of executives said they weren’t surprised Bettman would send a 
powerful message enforcing contracts because owners wouldn’t want 
their GMs following any precedent. But it’s hard to make true judgement 
without seeing the full ruling. 

New Jersey asked for and received permission to speak to Chayka — a 
private plane was sent for the interview — so I’m really curious to read it. 
In a lot of ways, the next move is the Devils’. 

14. The 2021 NHL draft wasn’t a major focus for the league until the 
season started. Now that it’s under way, teams are being asked for their 
suggestions. Obviously, there’s a fear about making already-challenging 
evaluations with so few games. (One scout was laughing last week, 
realizing the last viewing he had of one prospect was a game from last 
February.) 

There are several brainstorms, including moving the draft back to 
December or January, and one idea I really love — two drafts in June 
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2022 in Montreal, several days apart. The first would be for late-
2002/2003-borns, the second for the next year. The NHLPA has to 
approve this, and a significant problem would be about preventing some 
very talented players the possibility to be in the NHL next season. That’s 
why I wonder if a solution is one round in July, the rest later. 

15. One thing we’ve learned about the NHL’s COVID-related absences 
list is that cancellations depend on positive tests, not exposures. 
Seventeen positive tests in Dallas means cancellation (and for good 
reason). Washington had four players on the list, but only one positive 
test (Ilya Samsonov), so they played. Carolina didn’t play, so it’s clear 
they had several positives. The Capitals weren’t thrilled they had to play 
shorthanded, but that might actually be better for them long-term. 
Carolina, Dallas, Florida and Tampa Bay will all have more “game days” 
than off days for the rest of the season. 

16. The fallout from the four Capitals — Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov, 
Alex Ovechkin and Samsonov — was interesting. No one disputed that 
the NHL has to enforce its rules, because governments need to be 
confident special privileges will be protected. And everyone is struggling 
under COVID, so it’s not the right message that anyone should be 
exempt. But there is concern about the mental well-being of the players. 

Montreal opened the season on the road for almost two weeks. Ottawa is 
spending six days a row in Vancouver. You’re very limited in what you 
can do, and, like everyone on the planet, players can’t wait until there’s 
more freedom to move. I moved into a hotel for the first five days of the 
season, and felt like Jack Nicholson in The Shining. I get it. 

17. If there was anything that bothered some players, it was the 
impression the four Capitals were guilty of an egregious violation. Players 
are uncomfortable with the public nature of the COVID list — my feeling 
is it’s unavoidable and better than the alternative — and they felt those 
players were publicly unprotected. 

18. When the Capitals first addressed the incident, head coach Peter 
Laviolette made sure to point the finger at himself, too. 

“I made a mistake. I dropped my mask (at the end of a game) in the 
celebration. I’ve got to do a better job, too.” 

Small thing, but a big thing. 

19. I really feel for the AHL, its team and its players. It’s a financial mess 
and an enormous challenge for everyone involved. Last summer, the 
Professional Hockey Players’ Association (which represents AHL and 
ECHL players) agreed to pro-rated salaries for this season. Back then, 
the league was talking about 56 games with 31 teams. Now we know 
three are out, and no one will play 56 — with the Canadian teams coming 
in as low as 24. Ontario has not yet given permission for Belleville or 
Toronto, and Stockton’s team looks like it’s headed to Calgary. One 
player said he was looking at the possibility of $30,000 pay for four 
months work, which he said he couldn’t afford to do. 

The NHL teams, who recognize the importance of their prospects 
playing, are prepared to help out to the tune of guaranteeing at least 40 
per cent if the season cannot be completed due to COVID, with the 
PHPA countering at 60 per cent. There were calls going on today to see 
where everybody stood, but, as you can imagine, there are raw/hard 
feelings everywhere. It’s brutal. 

20. When Jesse Puljujarvi went back to Karpat in 2018, he was given a 
dressing-room seat next to 34-year-old Shaun Heshka of Melville, Sask. 
(Before Puljujarvi returned to Edmonton this year, he was sandwiched 
between two Canadians, Heshka and 30-year-old Cody Kunyk of 
Sherwood Park, Alta.) When Oilers coach Dave Tippett said last week 
Puljujarvi was being promoted to the top line, Heshka re-tweeted the 
news on his Twitter timeline. 

“We watch the games,” Heshka said Tuesday. “I couldn’t think any more 
highly of him — people here are rooting for him. Our job was to talk to 
him in English as much as possible, build his confidence, get his love for 
the game back. We felt we did that here, and it’s great to see him doing 
well.” 

What do you remember about Puljujarvi when he came back to Karpat? 

“He looked like he needed a hug,” Heshka answered. “He went there with 
a picture of how things were supposed to work, and (they) didn’t work out 

that way. For him, it’s not about money. He wanted to play because he 
loves playing, and we told him, ‘This is your team and we’ll all trail behind 
you.’” 

What’s the difference now as opposed to then? 

“He figured out how to play the game — how he can use his teammates 
to further himself. He doesn’t have to do it all himself. He just really 
matured as a person, and he’s the hardest player to train with here. 
There are a lot of young players around, and he sets the example. They 
all look at him, ‘What am I supposed to do?’ He sets the tone.” 

21. Heshka signed as a free agent with the Canucks in 2006 after three 
years with WHL Everett. Traded to Arizona in 2009, he played eight 
games for the Coyotes in 2009–10. 

“I remember being on the bus (for AHL San Antonio), and the coach 
called me up to the front and said I was going to the NHL. I was like, 
‘Whoa, really?’” 

His first game was in Anaheim. 

“In warm-ups, you see Teemu Selanne, Ryan Getzlaf, and I’m thinking, 
‘Oh man, I’m in over my head.’ I cherish my one cup of coffee.” 

Twelve days later, he thought he’d scored his first goal and the Coyotes 
players were ecstatic for him. 

“It was against Carey Price. In between periods, Radim Vrbata said he 
tipped it, but wasn’t going to tell anyone. But the league reviews all goals, 
and they switched it to him.” 

Geez, that’s such a downer. They should have pretended they didn’t see 
it. Heshka had two assists in eight games. The other was on Paul 
Bissonnette’s first NHL goal. 

“I banked it off him. He’s talked about it on his podcast,” Heshka laughed. 

22. From Arizona, he’s been to Austria, the AHL, Finland, Russia, 
Sweden and back to Finland. He won the Spengler Cup with Canada in 
2017. This is his fifth straight season in Karpat. 

“When I started in Finland (2012–13), I played in Pori, and they won their 
first championship in about 30 years. It was a big deal; I didn’t realize 
how big it was in the scale of things. People were coming up to us crying 
in happiness when we’d sit down for dinner. It boosted my reputation in 
the country. I was doing an interview with a Finnish writer and he said I 
was one of the most consistent defencemen in the league the last 10 
years. It does get harder every year, but my game was never about 
speed. I’m a good passer and see the ice well.” 

He’s there with his wife, Laura, and children Makayla, Willem and Taylor. 
They go back to Winnipeg in the summers. Great journey for him and his 
family — and the Oilers appreciate his guidance with their talented young 
forward. 

23. One name stood out for me when I was looking over AHL rosters — 
27-year-old defenceman Ryan Murphy from the Henderson Silver 
Knights. Taken 12th overall in 2011 by Carolina from OHL Kitchener, 
Murphy played 175 NHL games for the Hurricanes, Wild and Devils 
before going to the KHL in 2019–20. 

Joining the Vegas organization is no coincidence. On the Golden Knights 
staff is his OHL coach, Steve Spott. 

“There was a point where I was in Minnesota that I thought I’d be going 
to San Jose to be with him. I wanted to get back with him — he knows 
me. [Vegas is] a team built on second chances, a perfect place to start a 
new career.” 

24. Murphy could have stayed in Russia for more money, but the pull of 
the NHL was powerful. His desire to take another run intensified when he 
saw two old friends win Stanley Cups — Jordan Binnington in 2019, and 
Barclay Goodrow in 2020. Both have lent their support. 

“Picking Jordan’s brain. How he handled himself. He’s a big supporter of 
mine, always saying, ‘Murph, this is your year.’ The whole story, the 
negatives, he never gave up. Kept his confidence. (Barclay) and I have 
baby pictures together on the ice. He beat the odds — people never gave 
him a chance. I couldn’t have been happier to see Bark win.” 
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Murphy also credits Peter Renzetti, a long-time personal trainer who also 
works with Cole Perfetti, among others. 

“He’s a mental coach, too, making sure I have that ‘Eff you’ mentality. 
‘Have your confidence, you’re a hockey player.’ I felt I failed a lot of 
people that I didn’t have a 500-game career.” 

We had a really good conversation about how being a hockey pro for a 
decade is an incredible accomplishment, something most boys and girls 
would sacrifice an important internal organ to achieve. 

“When I’m older, I’ll see it that way,” Murphy said. “But right now, I’d like 
to accomplish more.” 

He credited the KHL with helping him get his groove back, especially 
coach Craig Woodcroft at Dynamo Minsk. 

25. Murphy had a good story on one of his biggest adjustments to 
Russian culture. 

“I didn’t know for the first couple of days in Tatarstan (where he played 
last year for Nizhnekamsk Neftekhimik) that it’s pretty normal to shake 
hands in the morning to say hello.” 

So instead of just saying hi, you shake everyone’s hand the first time you 
see them every day. 

26. One of my buddies got a Theragun over Christmas and loves the 
thing, so I was intrigued to see that Johnny Gaudreau is the first NHL 
player to endorse it. (Other endorsers include Paul George, DeAndre 
Hopkins and Maria Sharapova.) 

“He had a relationship with the product. He uses it,” said Corey Gross, 
president of Three Point Sports, who signed this deal for the Calgary 
winger. “They were attracted to his story. An underdog. Overlooked and 
now he has success at the NHL level.” 

In the digital age, that’s the focus over national or regional commercials. 

“Socially driven,” as Gross says. 

Key for Flames’ teammates? Part of the partnership is a supply of 
Theraguns. So they should start asking. I’d bet Ryan Leslie already has. 

27. After 911 NHL games for St. Louis, Toronto, Phoenix, Calgary, 
Pittsburgh, the Rangers, Winnipeg, Boston (twice), New Jersey and 
Carolina, Lee Stempniak has two new homes. The first is just outside 
Boston, where he lives with his wife, Lindsay, and children Reese, Lucy 
and Brooks. 

The second is with the Arizona Coyotes. He is their hockey data 
strategist. 

“As I played, I gained so much experience and knowledge. I was the 
beneficiary of guys going out of the way to help, and I wanted to do that, 
too.” 

Who helped you? 

“Bill Guerin, Doug Weight and Paul Kariya were very generous. Kariya, 
I’d eat lunch with him every day after practice for one year, and I was like 
a sponge. Keith Tkachuk, he’d say, ‘You carry the puck through the 
neutral zone, and I will be here.’ He owned the front of the net, and all the 
small things I saw him work on in practice made him an exceptional 
player.” 

28. We actually discussed skills development as much as analytics, 
because we started talking about The MVP Machine, a fantastic baseball 
book about how some players honed their skills. I brought up the chapter 
about Trevor Bauer, while Stempniak mentioned Mookie Betts and how 
he changed his swing after being the American League MVP. 

“I was a guy that tried to squeeze every last talent out of myself,” he said. 
“At the end of the day, hockey ops wants to win. Any edge more info will 
give goes into helping you win. Being better at some small things can do 
that. If you can break out, make a good pass, pull the puck off the wall to 
make a play efficiently, accelerate into pucks, objectively see what you 
need to work on, break down small parts of great players’ games…. Let’s 
say a great player can do X, Y and Z. Maybe you can’t do X and Y, but if 
you get a little more of Z, you can improve your game. The best in the 
NHL are in a never-ending quest.” 

I asked for some examples of the true perfectionists. 

“Patrice Bergeron scores on that power play soft-area one-timer all the 
time. He works so hard at it. Sidney Crosby works at everything. 
Protecting pucks, being strong on pucks, knifing through the neutral 
zone. He chases perfection and adds new ways all the time.” 

29. As for the numbers, Stempniak sees his role as “the conduit. Taking 
all this raw data and making it into something more usable in hockey 
terms.” 

His first exposure to it was in Calgary, with their resident genius, Chris 
Snow. 

“It was very basic — shots and shot location. ‘This is where you shot the 
puck from. This is where goals were scored. And when you scored more 
last year, this is where you shot from.’” 

Stempniak has an economics degree from Dartmouth and tried to learn 
more about the ideas. 

“There can be such a disconnect between hockey ops and analysts. I’m 
going to try to make it more user-friendly on both ends, make sure 
everyone gets what they are looking for. More efficient. Everyone just 
wants to see how it’s relevant.” 

30. Stempniak said one of his career highlights was scoring Winnipeg’s 
first playoff goal after the Jets’ return to the NHL. He’s helping Freddy 
Meyer, who played 281 NHL games, coach a school team and told some 
funny stories about the kids. 

“They ask me, ‘Do you know Bergeron? Is he your friend?’ I say, ‘Yeah, 
he is,’ and they’re so impressed,” Stempniak laughed. “I feel very 
fortunate for where my career took me.” 

31. It’s a weird feeling covering the NHL this season. I’m not working a 
single game involving a U.S.-based team. Does anyone else feel cut off 
from those outside their favourite team’s division? I didn’t like last week’s 
blog for that reason; I felt there wasn’t enough on those other teams. 
Strange challenge. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.28.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators acquire Jack Kopacka, draft pick from Sharks for 
Christian Jaros 

 

Ottawa Senators General Manager Pierre Dorion.  

 

The Ottawa Senators have acquired forward Jack Kopacka from the San 
Jose Sharks in exchange for defenceman Christian Jaros, the teams 
announced Wednesday. 

The Senators will also receive a seventh-round pick in the 2022 draft 
from San Jose. 

Kopacka, 22, notched seven goals, 15 points and two penalty minutes in 
37 games with the AHL's San Diego Gulls in 2019-20. The Michigan 
native spent his entire major junior career with the OHL's Sault Ste. Marie 
Greyhounds, registering 81 goals and 156 points in 202 career games. 

The winger was acquired by the Sharks from the Anaheim Ducks earlier 
Wednesday, and will now report to the Belleville Senators. Kopacka was 
selected by the Ducks in the fourth round of the 2016 NHL Draft, 93rd 
overall. 

Jaros, 24, appeared in 13 games with Ottawa last season, posting three 
assists and six penalty minutes. In Belleville, he recorded two goals, 15 
points and a plus-20 rating in 34 games. 

In 76 career NHL games, Jaros has one goal and 13 points along with 33 
penalty minutes. Jaros was drafted by the Senators in the fifth round of 
the 2015 NHL Draft, 139th overall. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.28.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A: Brent Burns on acting in Vikings, playing in NHL 
amid pandemic 

 

Donnovan Bennett January 27, 2021, 10:25 AM 

 

Brent Burns is back on the ice and back playing well. Not only is he 
making fans laugh, he’s lighting the lamp. 

But it’s what he’s doing to entertain us off the ice and on the screen that 
is making waves. Burns is the latest athlete to act in the show Vikings, 
which is in its final season airing Wednesdays at 9 p.m. ET/PT on 
HISTORY. Burns’ character, Skane, is a big, formidable and ruthless 
Viking leader who has joined forces with King Harald to attack and take-
over the royal town of Kattegat. 

I caught up with the San Jose Sharks star to find out what it’s been like to 
return to play in the NHL amid the pandemic and how he felt being a 
rookie again as a novice actor. 

Sportsnet: How did the opportunity to star in Vikings come about? 

Brent Burns: I was a big fan of the show, and I would just crush the 
episodes on the airplanes on the road with a bunch of teammates. 

We’re big fans of it. I was tweeting them and trying to kind of work my 
way in there. Josh Donaldson had just been on and the Edge had a big 
role on it. We were able to get in touch with the right people and make it 
happen, it was pretty awesome. 

SN: So how do you compare your job on the screen to the other athletes 
that you’ve seen on the show? 

BB: I wouldn’t even consider it my job, I was just glad to be there and get 
the experience seeing it. You get to see the real actors on the show and 
how good they were. I knew I was kind of out of my element large. 

It was not my specialty. So, I was just going in hoping they didn’t cut 
everything that I was in and me right out of it. So, I was glad to make the 
stuff and just be a part of it. It was pretty awesome. 

SN: What did you learn that you had no idea about? 

BB: There was just so much, I mean, with Vikings, just how big 
everything was and how amazing the behind the scenes stuff was. 

Just to shoot like 30 seconds of something that ends up on TV, how long 
it takes to do that. The professionalism of those real actors knowing their 
lines, the dialect side, how to how to walk around and do the same thing 
over and over again for each consecutive shot. I never really realized 
they had to do that stuff. 

Just incredible to see the talent behind the cameras and in front of them. 
The costumes there and the set building. It was unbelievable. It was real. 
The dwellings were real, the fires were real. They had real animals on 
set. It was unbelievable. It’s crazy. 

    Hockey player. Ranch owner. Norris winner. Actor on the show 
Vikings. 

    You know, just @Burnzie88 things. 

    : https://t.co/8atAN7W367 pic.twitter.com/Lh00r2ujiw 

    — San Jose Sharks (@SanJoseSharks) December 31, 2020 

SN: So normally, at this point in your career, you’re the vet taking a 
rookie under your wing. In acting, it’s the opposite. Obviously, you were 
the rookie. Did any of the actors give you some tips and pointers? 

BB: Oh, for sure. The three people that I work with a lot on the show was 
Alex Hogh Andersen, who plays Ivar Ragnarsson, Marco Ilso, who is 
Hviserk Ragnarsson, and then Peter Franzen plays King Harald. All three 
were awesome to me. I mean, really talking me through different things 
and making sure I was comfortable. 

And everybody behind the camera was awesome. From hair and makeup 
all the way to the hospitality. It was a first-class thing and such an 
incredible experience to be a part of it. And yeah, they definitely helped 
me as much as I could. I don’t know if they can really help me with the 
acting dialogue part, because that stuff, I think you probably get a lot of 
experience and a lot of talent, which I didn’t have either. 

SN: How similar or dissimilar was your character from you? 

BB: It was pretty different. I think they talked about it being the big bad 
army leader coming in and helping King Harold and I remember the 
election scene. I was a little too nice coming in, walking through the 
crowd. 

They wanted me to be pushing around people and stuff. And, yeah, it’s 
just it was a cool experience to try to think of what those guys were going 
through back in the day and coming back to their village to take over or 
take back they thought was theirs. 

SN: What did the boys in the room have to say about your acting? 

BB: Some of the boys have known because I filmed a couple of years 
ago, so some of them knew that it was coming. All the guys were pretty 
supportive and a couple of little jabs about screwing up some lines and 
stuff. But that’s pretty typical of a hockey dressing room. 

It’s definitely one of the more popular shows in the dressing room, I think, 
for guys on the plane and in the room, and so it was pretty cool. 

SN: You guys have lots of time on the road to crush shows. What else 
are you watching? 

BB: I always like the kind of historical dramas, The Last Kingdom, 
another Viking show. 

I still am watching Vikings, so I actually just finished the full season, in 
the U.S. it is on Amazon Prime, and then my family is watching episode 
by episode on History in Canada, so they just did it differently between 
the two countries. But I finished that season. I’m watching The Woods 
right now, which is kind of historical piece to about back in 1700s in 
Europe, I kind of I thought it was going to be more like Robin Hood, but 
it’s not really. 

But it’s pretty good. I like the historical stuff. I’ve got a list I can go 
through. 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! Livestream 
over 500 NHL games, blackout-free, plus the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

SN: Am I going to see more of you on the screen? Have you been bit by 
the acting bug? 

BB: I would love to do more. I don’t know if they’ll let me do it after that 
performance, I think I’ve got to learn a little bit (laughs). I really can’t 
speak enough about how great that whole experience was going to 
Ireland and experiencing a new country. You know, the work, it was hard, 
it was long days, but, I couldn’t stop just looking around. 

I’m sure it’s the same kind of experience, like the first game I played 
coming into the rink. And you walk out onto the bench and you’re looking 
around and you look at the retired numbers, the banners, and you see 
the quiet rink in the morning. And then at night, it’s filled. This is obviously 
different. But for me, being the first time going in there, just looking 
around and seeing the village, all the buildings that they built, the boats, 
all the extras, all geared up as vikings, like it made you think you were 
really there. 

They do such an incredible job of building everything and making it real. 
It really translates, that’s one of the reasons I love the show, which is 
getting to experience what those guys would have been going through 
back in the day. 

SN: You filmed this a while ago, so it wasn’t impacted by COVID-19, but 
your day job is. What has it been like for you with the new scenarios and 
restrictions this season? 
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BB: It’s definitely different. We’re grateful to be back working and getting 
to play the game we love. With all that everyone is going through, it’s 
going to be different. So, we just got to roll with it and figure out ways to 
try to make it as normal as you can, which it is not going to be, but just 
enjoy being back. I think it’s just the mentality of trying to go through the 
process and figure out steps to make it as normal as you can and just 
enjoy it. 

SN: One of the differences is, the divisions have a little less travel, a lot 
more games seeing the same team nine times. It’s early but what’s your 
read on that? 

BB: Well, I think this is like the baseball set up. I think they’re calling it. I 
don’t know what the real term is for it, but playing the team multiple times 
has been incredible so far. Going to a city multiple times and playing 
them and staying in overnight, you have better access to the gym, better 
recovery after the game, less travel. 

That’s been incredible. I mean, it’s been a really cool difference in all of 
this. And hopefully, that sticks. I think it offers a really cool experience 
with fantasy. The little changes, it makes a little bit more like the playoffs, 
where you can kind of make some little differences in your game and 
your preparation and that’s been really, really cool. That’s really a unique 
thing and from what I’m reading and seeing, the fans in Canada are 
loving that. It’s tough to beat, they’re going to be some really cool 
rivalries. Obviously, there are some huge star players there. They get to 
play each other a little bit more with each team up there and the media 
coverage. I think it’s just a really cool thing that they did to bring some 
more heat into this different year. Listen, there’s one thing we want to 
continue moving forward because every business is changing. I didn’t 
play hockey for 10 months, so I’m just trying to figure out how to get 
dressed and figure out my routine again (laughs). 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

SN: Your former teammate and friend Joe Thornton had a good start with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs before getting injured. Have you been paying 
attention from afar? 

BB: He’s just something special, not only personally, but I mean, 
incredible hockey player, He’s going to go down as one of the best ever. I 
think those guys are all really lucky to be around him to see what he puts 
into the game and just his mindset to see how he attacks a game. 

The whole process that he goes through is just going to help those guys. 
And they have incredible players already. But to be around a guy like him 
is just going to make them better. So, I was definitely sad to see him go, 
but happy for him to be close to home, which is a really, really cool 
experience for him. I know he was excited about that and I had no doubt 
that he was going to be a great player back on the ice and you can see 
his passion even the time off, he goes and plays in Switzerland and loves 
it. 

And you have to see him playing with Matthews and some really special 
players. And I think he really is a good help for those players, the way he 
plays and the way he can protect the puck and share the puck. That’s a 
scary line to play. I think they are going to create a lot and do really well. 

SN: 2021 is shaping up to be a big year for you. In the final season of 
Vikings and playing at a high level in the NHL. What’s it been like to have 
these outlets to express yourself during such a tough period? 

BB: I was definitely a little heartbroken to hear that it was the last season. 
It’s always tough to hear the show that you love and that’s coming to an 
end. But on the other side, you get to see how they wanted to end it. And 
so, I’m looking forward to that. I’m just grateful and blessed to be back 
playing hockey. What we love to do and back to work obviously has been 
a tough time for a lot of people, so, you know, looking at it as a chance to 
kind of give everybody else a little bit back, a little bit of normalcy back in 
their lives and hopefully give them some joy, too, and bringing the game 
back and giving them something to watch at night. Those are the things 
that you are grateful for. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs benefiting from Marner's new shooting 
mentality 

 

Luke Fox 

 

For three winters now, pass-first Mitchell Marner has vowed to adopt a 
shooter’s brain, knowing full well that becoming a double threat would 
keep goalies guessing and the Toronto Maple Leafs winning. 

“You’ve got to respect both the shot and the pass option,” goaltender 
Frederik Andersen explains. “The better you can be at both, the more it’s 
going to help you.” 

Sounds simple enough. 

But on a night when your team has coughed up 2-0 and 3-1 leads on the 
road, when the game is tied, and the tide has violently turned, and your 
centreman plants one on your tape with under eight minutes left… you 
still gotta bury the sucker. 

Which is precisely what Marner did Tuesday in Calgary. 

He drifted into a quiet space in the high slot to receive a planned pass 
from Auston Matthews, pounded a one-timer past Jacob Markstrom, and 
delivered Toronto its sixth nail-biting victory in eight games. 

“I've really been working on that shot with Matts. If I can try to find that 
shot more, I know Matts can find me there,” said Marner. 

Remaining Time -0:46 

Marner fires lethal one-timer past Markstrom 

For years now, Auston Matthews and Marner have routinely been the 
final two Leafs to glide off the ice during pre-game skate, using every last 
second of warm-up to feed each other one-timers until the buzzer 
sounds, the lights dim, and the music stops. 

“It's just trying to get it off my stick quickly and on to the net, for a chance 
on net, for a rebound or something,” Marner said. “I'm trying to get more 
of a shot mentality in there, trying to be more of a threat. It was a great 
dish by Matty, and that's a big goal.” 

Indeed. 

Marner’s strike completed an four-point bounce up the North Division 
standings in favour of the Leafs over the Flames in the rivals’ first two-
game miniseries. 

Marner’s fifth multi-point effort and second game-winner also vaulted the 
winger into a tie with Connor McDavid for the NHL points lead with 12. 
And, more surprisingly, a tie with Max Pacioretty for the NHL lead in 
even-strength goals with five. 

Critics may be quick to point out that Marner has a league-high two 
empty-netters or that his 31.3 per cent shooting percentage is 
unsustainable. Fair. 

But there is little doubt Marner has embarked on a mission to make his 
impact, with or without the puck, felt after a disappointing experience in 
the 2020 post-season bubble. 

“A real differentiator for the true great players, the truly elite players of the 
league: they're not satisfied,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“When you see Mitch Marner, John Tavares, Auston Matthews, William 
Nylander out on the ice every day, practising and working on different 
things and spending their off-season trying to add different layers to the 
game, if you're a player that is not at their level, there’s no excuses.” 

Instrumental to both the Leafs’ top power-play and penalty-kill units, 
Marner has seen his average ice time climb to 23:33, tops among all 
NHL forwards. 
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The perfect cross-seam pass Marner mailed with pep to Matthews for a 
power-play beauty earlier in the contest? That's to be expected. It's the 
inverse of that connection that feels fresher. 

In effort to convert his muffin to a missile, Marner has bulked up his body 
and stiffened his stick flex from 75 to 85. He’s also tried to rethink his 
options when he gets within striking distance. 

“The last two years I've been trying to work on it. I feel like it's a mentality 
thing,” Marner said. “I feel like I really want to try and make an extra play 
most of the time, but this year around, trying to be more of a threat. More 
of a guy that can be a more consistent shooter on net, kind of change 
things up on goalies -- and that's what I did tonight.” 

Andersen faces Marner’s shot daily in practice and believes it’s an 
“underrated” weapon, noting that placement can trump power. 

“He’s good at picking spots and being pretty elusive and tricky about 
where he’s going to go,” Andersen said. “He wants to be more than an 
incredible passer and playmaker. I know he wants to add to his game, 
and I think he’s done that throughout the years I’ve played with him.” 

Much of the juicy morning chatter around the Leafs’ 4-3 win will be about 
Jake Muzzin flipping the game puck into Matthew Tkachuk’s logo at the 
buzzer and Tkachuk blowing a gasket in response to the unwelcome 
souvenir. 

But Muzzin’s take-that gesture would not have been possible had the 
Maple Leafs not received contributions from their bottom six -- taxi-squad 
graduate Travis Boyd notched his first as a Leaf, and Wayne Simmonds 
is now running a two-game goal train -- or a double dose of the 
Matthews-Marner connection. 

Toronto's core stars are coming through when it counts. Consider all six 
of their game-winning goal scorers so far: Marner (2), Matthews (2), 
Tavares (1), and Morgan Rielly (1). 

“It just looks like he's flying,” Rielly says of Marner. “I know he's pretty 
motivated, and he's in a good place right now. He's just having fun with it, 
and it's great to be around him at the rink when he's feeling like that.” 

Remaining Time -2:52 

With game on the line, Maple Leafs stars come up big 

New Leafs T.J. Brodie and Zach Bogosian have both had their eyes 
opened by Marner’s elite ability to make reads and contribute 
defensively. 

“So, he’s the total package,” Bogosian says. 

Even higher praise for Marner came from club president Brendan 
Shanahan when addressing Toronto's season-ticket holders in a Leafs 
Nation Network interview earlier this month. 

“He's got an energy that the players all love. He laughs at himself. He's 
self-deprecating, but he's also very serious about his job and the 
pressure that he puts on himself," Shanahan said. 

“He just cares. He cares a lot. This is a guy that I hope plays his entire 
career in Toronto. And if he does, I have no doubt he will bring us 
success. And I have no doubt that he's going to have a statue outside of 
the arena one day.” 
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TSN.CA / Five Takeaways: Canucks vs Ottawa 

To hear Travis Green describe it, the conversation with his team was ‘a 
short one’ after an opening period in which the Vancouver Canucks were 
outshot 24-7 and outchanced 10-2. 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

TAKEAWAYS 

    To hear Travis Green describe it, the conversation with his team was 
‘a short one’ after an opening period in which the Vancouver Canucks 
were outshot 24-7 and outchanced 10-2. The coach clearly didn’t need to 
say much. The Canucks weren’t good enough in the opening period on 
Wednesday, but thanks to an early goal by Tyler Motte and yeoman’s 
work by Thatcher Demko, somehow the team managed to retreat to the 
locker room in a 1-1 tie with the Ottawa Senators. The Canucks needed 
a response in the second period and they got one as they scored the 
only three goals of the middle frame to take full control of the hockey 
game. And more than the overall response was the fact the Lotto Line set 
the tone for the period – and the comeback – with the prettiest goal of the 
night just 76 seconds in. Enough had been made of the struggles of Elias 
Pettersson and JT Miller over the first two weeks of the season. 
Eventually, those two had to break out and it happened on Wednesday 
night. Miller scored twice and set up Pettersson who finished with a goal 
and an assist. There will be (much) tougher tests ahead for the line and 
the team, but if beating up on the lowly Sens can serve as a launch point 
for Pettersson and Miller then we all may look back at the ninth game of 
the season as the night the Lotto Line finally arrived. 

    The second period isn’t possible without Thatcher Demko’s heroics in 
the first. For a second straight game, the 24-year-old provided the kind of 
netminding needed for the Canucks to find some traction. Demko 
stopped 23 of 24 shots in the opening period and 43 of 44 on the night. 
Although the Sens managed a first period power play goal, Demko was 
the Canucks best penalty killer as Ottawa registered 13 power play shots 
on the night. In all situations, Natural Stat Trick had the Sens with more 
than four expected goals (4.05) on the night and 2.59 at even strength 
where Demko held them at bay. While he was at his best when the game 
was tight, Demko continued to shine into the third period when he stoned 
Drake Batherson on a rebound off a rush chance at 4-1. Becoming the 
first Canuck netminder to make consecutive starts this season, Demko 
stopped 78 of 80 shots (97.5%) over the past two games. He’ll likely get 
a rest with another game on Thursday, but it’s a good sign that Demko 
has found his playoff groove. He’ll be needed on a difficult six game road 
trip that starts Saturday in Winnipeg and continues on to Montreal and 
Toronto. 

    Goals are gravy for Tyler Motte. And right now, the Canucks speedy 
winger is looking like prime rib. Motte opened the scoring on Wednesday 
night and rounded it out, as well. Neither goal was a thing of beauty, but 
they both look good on a stats sheet that now shows Motte tied with 
captain Bo Horvat for the Canucks team lead with five goals on the 
season. He was in the right spot as Sens starter Marcus Hogberg left a 
juicy rebound sitting in the blue paint just 2:06 into the hockey game. And 
then midway through the third, Motte went hard to the net and had a Jay 
Beagle pass pinball off him and Ottawa defender Mike Reilly before it 
bounced into the net. Motte has now scored three times in the past two 
games and has not gone more than two games without a goal this 
season. But to the original point that goals are a bonus for Motte and 
linemates Jay Beagle and Antoine Roussel, it’s far more important that a 
depth line spend as little time as possible in its own zone – a huge 
problem for the Canucks last season. On Wednesday night, the Canucks 
controlled 55.9% of all even-strength shot attempts with Motte on the ice 
and outshot the Sens 12-9. The team will take the offensive 
contributions, most certainly, but it’s more about the overall play and the 
amount of time on the attack that is the real story of that fourth line nine 
games into the season. 

    With a pair of assists from Quinn Hughes -- including an all-world pass 
to JT Miller for the Canucks second goal of the night – plus helpers from 
Tyler Myers and Jordie Benn, the Canucks surged back into the NHL 
lead for points by defensemen. Hughes leads the way with 1+8=9 
through the first nine games picking up where he left off in the playoff 
bubble and his rookie season before that. Hughes finished the night T-9 
in league scoring and is just three points off the overall league lead held 
by Connor McDavid and Mitch Marner. In 82 career NHL regular season 
games, Hughes has posted 9+56=65. To give you a sense of what that 
number means, it had been 25 years since a Canuck defenseman had 
eclipsed the 50-point mark in season before Hughes got there ahead of 
last year’s COVID break (53 pts in 68 games). Doug Lidster holds the 
Canucks single-season record for points by a defenseman with 63 in 80 
games in 1986-87 and Dennis Kearns is the only other blueliner to record 
60 points in a season when he had 60 in 80 games in 1976-77. Then you 
remind yourself that Quinn Hughes is just 21-years-old and is just getting 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 28, 2021 

 

started. The franchise record book is his to rewrite. Lars Lindgren sits 
20th in all-time Canucks scoring by a defenseman with 122 points. 
Hughes could very well be there by the end of his second season in the 
league. Incredible stuff. 

    Back to back wins for the first time this season is certainly a step in the 
right direction for the Canucks. But let’s be honest here, the Sens are in 
no way a measuring stick and are likely, as predicted by most, to finish 
last in the North Division. Ottawa has been outscored 12-2 in two games 
in Vancouver and 29-11 on a six game losing streak (0-5-1) since its lone 
victory on opening night. And if the Canucks can take care of business 
again on Thursday, they will complete the three game sweep -- and all 
that will do is get them back to .500 on the season after stumbling out of 
the gate with two wins in their first seven. We all know .500 hockey at the 
end of the season won’t be good enough to qualify for the playoffs (82 
points in 82 games certainly wouldn’t get a team in). So the Canucks 
have to hope that the Lotto Line has awoken, the depth scorers continue 
to contribute and the team can tidy up the play in its own zone. Offense 
hasn’t been an issue for the Canucks and after two games against the 
Sens, the Canucks are now 8th in the league in goals for (3.44). 
However, even after allowing just two goals in their past two games, they 
are 29th in goals against (3.89) and 31st in shots allowed (37.1). 
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TSN.CA / ‘Shocking’ move as Penguins GM Rutherford departs in jaw-
dropping fashion 

With the abrupt resignation of Pittsburgh Penguins general manager Jim 
Rutherford Wednesday, the jockeying for one of the NHL’s truly coveted 
jobs had already begun. The team’s next GM will have enormous shoes 
to fill, Frank Seravalli writes. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

Legendary Pittsburgh play-by-play man Mike Lange likes to roar “Ladies 
and gentlemen, Elvis has just left the building,” after Penguins wins on 
home ice. 

On Wednesday, one of the men responsible for hanging two Stanley Cup 
banners in that building left the Steel City in jaw-dropping, Elvis-like 
fashion. 

The Penguins announced Jim Rutherford had resigned from his post as 
general manager, citing personal reasons. The three-time Stanley Cup 
champion manager, who turns 72 in three weeks, was inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in the builder category in 2019, thanks in no small 
part to the back-to-back Cups he led the Penguins to in 2016 and 2017. 

The Penguins (4-1-2) are just seven games into their 56-game slate, tied 
for third place in the realigned East Division. 

“I know it’s a little unusual to have this happen during a season, but just 
felt this was the right time to step away,” Rutherford said in a statement 
from the team. 

“Shocking,” was how Penguins CEO David Morehouse described 
Wednesday’s turn of events. 

Assistant GM Patrik Allvin (pronounced All-veen) will take over on an 
interim basis, the team said, with full autonomy of hockey operations. 
Allvin, 46, is the first Swede to sit in an NHL GM’s chair in league history. 
He had been at his assistant GM post only since Nov. 4, replacing Jason 
Karmanos, who was fired on Oct. 26. 

Rutherford did not provide a specific reason for his resignation, but ruled 
out his health. 

“No health issues, I’m probably healthier than I was 20 years ago,” 
Rutherford told TSN’s Pierre LeBrun. 

Instead, Rutherford opted to keep his reasons for stepping down private. 

“No, I’m not going to do that,” Rutherford told LeBrun when asked to 
elaborate on his decision. “I don’t think it serves anybody well. I’ve been 
treated first-class here and I really appreciate and respect what they’ve 
done for me. That’s the way I want to leave the Penguins.” 

Morehouse said it was a “personal decision Jim made,” adding that 
Rutherford had “his mind made up” after sleeping on his decision 
overnight. 

“I don’t think there’s any one thing that led to Jim resigning,” Morehouse 
said. 

One thing Rutherford did make clear: He isn’t ready to retire just yet. This 
may be an abrupt end to his seven-year tenure in Pittsburgh, but it’s not 
necessarily the end of his career. Rutherford has this season remaining 
on his contract with the Penguins. 

“I will just take it easy for a while until the summer time and at that point, I 
can decide if I want to keep working or if I want to retire,” Rutherford told 
LeBrun. 

Morehouse said the Penguins plan to cast a wide net for Rutherford’s 
replacement. The jockeying for one of the NHL’s truly coveted jobs, with 
the chance to inherit a roster with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, had 
already begun according to Morehouse. He said he received calls from 
interested candidates before the news was even announced. 

One of the prerequisites for interested candidates, Morehouse said: a 
manager willing to think outside the box and be aggressive. 

There is no question Rutherford was that in Pittsburgh. After a shaky end 
to his two-decade tenure in Carolina, Rutherford reinvented himself at the 
confluence of the Three Rivers. 

His nickname of “Trader Jim” was well-earned. Rutherford completed a 
whopping 61 trades in just over six and a half years on the job. For 
perspective, the NHL’s longest-tenured GM, Nashville’s David Poile, has 
completed just 126 in 23-plus years on the job, according to 
CapFriendly.com. 

He swung big and he swung often, his courage of conviction never in 
question. Rutherford traded for maligned winger Phil Kessel from Toronto 
and Kessel ended up eating hot dogs out of Lord Stanley’s chalice. 
Kessel produced 45 critical playoff points over two postseason runs, 
nearly resulting in a Conn Smythe Trophy. 

Rutherford often had the sterling silver touch. On one of his first days on 
the job, he dealt James Neal to Nashville in exchange for Patric 
Hornqvist. He added some more speed in Carl Hagelin, changing the 
look of the Pens, and properly insulated his stars with Trevor Daley, Nick 
Bonino, Ian Cole, Ben Lovejoy, Justin Schultz and Ron Hainsey. 

But perhaps what Rutherford will most be remembered for from his 
tenure in Pittsburgh will be his no-ego ability to flush mistakes. If 
Rutherford swung and whiffed, he wasn’t too proud to admit it. 

Head coach Mike Johnston was jettisoned after just a season and a half, 
a wrong righted by the hiring of Mike Sullivan. The Penguins said hello 
and goodbye quickly to Christian Ehrhoff, Derick Brassard, Nick 
Bjugstad, Patrick Marleau and Erik Gudbranson. The Penguins missed 
Conor Sheary, who walked to Buffalo in free agency due to cap 
constraints, so Rutherford reacquired him. 

His reward was the 2016 Jim Gregory General Manager of the Year 
Award. 

“He deserves a lot of credit,” Sidney Crosby told TSN in 2016. “He’s had 
in mind what he wants our team to look like and how he wants us to play 
and showed a lot of confidence in different guys.” 

Along the way, Rutherford lost lieutenants in assistant managers Bill 
Guerin, Tom Fitzgerald and Jason Botterill, all of whom went on to 
become GMs elsewhere in the NHL. 

His latest protege, Allvin, will be given a long look by the Penguins. Allvin 
might just need to be surrounded by an experienced assistant like Les 
Jackson. Or perhaps Botterill, recently hired as an assistant in Seattle, 
will be interested in returning to the fold. Former Flyers GM Ron Hextall 
spent time growing up in Pittsburgh while his father, Bryan, played for the 
Penguins. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 28, 2021 

 

There is no shortage of qualified candidates (see the list below). But one 
thing is for certain: Whoever it is will have enormous shoes to fill. The 
Penguins are very much in ‘win-now’ mode after saying goodbye to 
Rutherford, who gave Crosby and Malkin and Co. every opportunity to do 
so. 

Seravalli's Steel City Candidates 

“We’re going to do a careful analysis of people who are interested,” 
Morehouse said. “We’re looking for someone who can take this great 
group of players and hang another banner in the rafters.” 
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TSN.CA / NHL owners adjusting to pandemic life away from their teams 

One of the oddities of the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols is that team owners 
are barred from physically spending time around their players and 
hockey staff this season. It's not a struggle, just different. Frank Seravalli 
has more on how passionate owners are watching from afar. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

At some point during Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final last September, 
once the Tampa Bay Lightning secured a two-goal edge and skated to 
the precipice of the franchise’s second Stanley Cup, team owner Jeff 
Vinik’s youngest son, Joshua, snuck onto the porch of their Florida home 
to arrange 100 bottles of champagne outside. 

If the Viniks were going to become the first major pro sports owners to 
celebrate a championship virtually, they were at least going to douse 
each other in locker room tradition. 

“We celebrated until two or three o’clock in the morning, popping bottles 
and singing ‘We are the Champions’,” Vinik said last week, relishing the 
memory. “There’s no doubt I missed being there in the arena, but I had 
no idea Joshua was arranging that–- it made for a very special event.” 

Nearly 5,000 kilometres across the continent in Edmonton, as his team 
concurrently celebrated their 18-7 domination in the NHL’s bubble with 
bubbles, Vinik received a surprise FaceTime call from head coach Jon 
Cooper. 

The Lightning’s raucous dressing room party screeched to a halt for a 
message from the boss. 

“Hey guys, awesome job,” Vinik said on the impromptu call. “So many 
years in the making, with new guys and the guys who have been here for 
a while. Unbelievable effort. Dominant through the playoffs. You deserve 
it.” 

The party resumed and continued for days, culminating in a socially 
distanced Stanley Cup boat parade through the bays and channels 
outside Amalie Arena once the team returned to Tampa. 

While Vinik watching his team capture hockey’s ultimate prize from afar 
was an adjustment in this pandemic world, the rest of his 30 owner 
counterparts around the NHL are now experiencing the same strange 
feeling. 

That’s because one of the oddities of the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols is 
that team owners are barred from physically spending time around their 
players and hockey staff this season. They are permitted to attend and 
watch games from a suite within arenas, but there are no locker room 
visits or stops at training camps or practices. 

Owners and team governors are classified as “Group 3” personnel 
according to the NHL’s protocol, therefore “individuals who must avoid 
contact with Group 1 (players/coaches) and Group 2 (GMs and hockey 
personnel) individuals at all times.” 

Even GMs and hockey operations personnel are asked to limit close 
contacts with Group 1 individuals to “essential interactions only.” The 

groups are sequestered for everyone’s health and safety, to limit contact 
from outside people as much as possible. 

Proper perspective is key, according to Vinik. 

“It’s very different not being at games, but for good reason around the 
league,” Vinik said. “If we call that a challenge, or hardship, that pales in 
comparison to what a lot of people in the world are going through right 
now. It is what it is. On the flip side, I’ve gotten to spend a lot of time 
together with my family.” 

For some owners who do not often interact with their players, like 
Calgary’s Murray Edwards – who is known to spend a chunk of his time 
in London, England throughout the season – the NHL’s restrictions do 
not represent a big change. 

But there are others who are around quite a bit. 

“First time in 20 years I haven’t attended training camp, met new players, 
watched scrimmages in person,” Capitals owner Ted Leonsis tweeted on 
Jan. 11. “Unique season but the @Capitals are mentally and physically 
prepared to take on shortened season and realigned divisions. I am 
excited – drop the puck. Let’s go!” 

Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon, who resides in Dallas, said the 
NHL’s restrictions made this season the perfect time to enact a planned 
cutback on his time spent in Raleigh around the team. 

Dundon said Wednesday that he was flying north every 10 days or so to 
spend time around the Hurricanes when he first purchased the franchise 
in early 2018. Dundon, 49, enjoys sparking conversation and asking 
questions in meetings on both the hockey and business sides of the 
organization. 

“We’re fortunate to have gotten it to a point where I have a lot of faith in 
Rod [Brind’Amour] and Don [Waddell], and I wasn’t going to be around 
as much,” Dundon said. “This [protocol] probably made that happen a 
little quicker. We had to change a lot of things behind the scenes, the 
culture and belief, or aura around this team, to get to the point where 
everyone expects us to be competitive and win. 

“There are no changes left to make. I trust Rod implicitly. We’ve 
established some consistency and it’s time for them to take over now.” 

Just because owners are around less doesn’t mean they won’t be 
watching closely. Far from it. Dundon laughed and joked that “games are 
the worst part” of owning a team. 

“When we lose, I have a really hard time with it. I hate it,” Dundon said. 
“But you’ve got to hate it. It’s not like basketball, where the best team 
usually wins. The margin to win in this sport is so thin and that’s the 
hardest struggle in hockey.” 

Dundon said it will “definitely be strange” not having the chance to spend 
time with his team and executives when they travel through Dallas in 
February. 

“I would have liked that hour or two to learn something interesting, or 
hear about a resource that they might not be getting so I can fix it, or get 
a sense of how everything is going,” Dundon said. “But that’s life right 
now, it’s going to be a little different for everyone, and I feel for our 
players and coaches because it’s really different for them.” 

Vinik, 61, said that in his 11 years owning the Lightning he had missed 
attending only one or two of Tampa Bay’s 86 playoff games in person 
before the pandemic – for a son’s graduation. In fact, Vinik said he had 
missed watching only two or three Lightning regular-season games live, 
once when he was in South America on business and couldn’t access 
them digitally. 

Vinik said he had the option to travel to Edmonton for the final in an 
empty arena, but he did not have the ability to bring his family, which 
made the choice simple for him to stay home. 

“In the 11 years I’ve owned the team, the Lightning have been a family 
passion of ours,” Vinik explained. “Win or lose, I wanted to share it with 
my family.” 

He did. Now, Dundon and the rest of the NHL’s owners are hoping life 
can get a little closer to normal by July so they can celebrate with their 
team if they are fortunate enough to go deep. 
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“I’d imagine by then we’ll have figured something out,” Dundon said. “But 
we’ll see.” 
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TSN.CA / Canucks & Senators meet again after a 7-1 Canucks win on 
Monday 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks (3-5) shoot for their first back 
to back victories of the season when they host the Ottawa Senators (1-4-
1) tonight at Rogers Arena. On Monday, the Canucks thumped the Sens 
7-1 on the strength of Brandon Sutter’s first career hattrick in 735 NHL 
games. 

In addition to Sutter, Tyler Motte, Tanner Pearson, Quinn Hughes and 
Olli Juolevi had the other Vancouver goals. For Juolevi, it was the young 
blueliner’s first NHL goal. Thatcher Demko stopped 35 of 36 shots for his 
first win of the season. It’s expected Demko will return to the net tonight. 
If he does, he’ll be the first Canuck netminder to make consecutive starts 
this season. 

Based on yesterday’s practice, the Canucks may make one line-up 
change for tonight’s rematch. Jalen Chatfield, who was injured in his 
second NHL game last week against Montreal, could draw back into the 
line-up. If he does, he’ll likely replace Juolevi on defense. 

Although it has taken parts of three seasons, Quinn Hughes will appear 
in his 82nd NHL regular season game tonight – the equivalent of one full 
season. In his time in the league, Hughes has amassed 9+54=63 points. 
The only defensemen with more points in a ‘full’ rookie season are Larry 
Murphy (76), Brian Leetch (71), Gary Suter (68), Phil Housely (66), Ray 
Bourque (65) and Chris Chelios (64). With Hughes and his 1+6=7 leading 
the way, the Canucks (20) trail only Colorado (22) for the most points 
from defensemen. 

While the Canucks scored a season-high seven goals on Monday, the 
Lotto Line – Elias Pettersson, JT Miller and Brock Boeser – did not figure 
in the scoring. Pettersson has 1+0=1 in his last seven games while Miller 
has played five games and is still looking for his first goal of the season. 

Rookie Nils Hoglander had a spectacular diving assist on Tanner 
Pearson’s goal on Monday. The 20-year-old Swede now has 1+2=3 on a 
three-game point streak and has 2+2=4 in his first eight NHL games. 
Captain Bo Horvat has 4+4=8 on a four-game point streak and leads the 
Canucks with 5 goals and 10 points. 

The Sens will look to respond to Monday night’s mauling. After an 
opening night victory against Toronto, Ottawa has dropped five straight 
(0-4-1) getting outscored 24-10 in the process. 

Austin Watson had a busy night on Monday scoring his second goal of 
the season while engaging in a pair of late-game fights with Zack 
MacEwen and Antoine Roussel. 

Matt Murray was on the hook for all seven goals on Monday. There is a 
strong chance that Murray will back-up Marcus Hogberg tonight. Hogberg 
is 0-1 with a 3.78 GAA and 87.5% save percentage in his two 
appearances so far this season. 

The Sens are expected to make a handful of changes to their line-up with 
Colin White and Cedric Paquette replacing Artem Anisimov and Alex 
Galchenyuk up front while veteran Brayden Coburn is likely to draw in on 
defense in place of Josh Brown. 

These teams will wrap up their three game series tomorrow night and 
then won’t see each other until March 15th in Ottawa. They will also play 
four consecutive games April 22nd through 26th. 

Tonight the Canucks host their ninth annual Hockey Talks night. This is a 
program inspired by the late Rick Rypien to create an open dialogue and 
awareness about mental health using the hashtag #hockeytalks. 

POSSIBLE CANUCKS LINE-UP 

Miller-Pettersson-Boeser 

Pearson-Horvat-Hoglander 

MacEwen-Sutter-Virtanen 

Motte-Beagle-Roussel 

Hughes-Benn 

Edler-Myers 

Schmidt-Chatfield 

Demko 

POSSIBLE SENATORS LINE-UP 

Tkachuk-Norris-Batherson 

Paul-White-Dadonov 

Stutzle-Tierney-Brown 

Paquette-Stepan-Watson 

Chabot-Zaitsev 

Reilly-Gudbranson 

Wolanin-Coburn 

Hogberg 
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TSN.CA / Rinaldo, Flames focus on changing stigmas and encouraging 
conversation 

Away from the rink, Calgary Flames winger Zac Rinaldo is passionate 
about mental health and reducing stigmas. The veteran of 370 NHL 
games has also tried to become a sounding board for teammates, 
offering them encouragement and positivity when they reach out, Salim 
Valji writes. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Calgary Flames winger Zac Rinaldo isn’t a big fan of the term issues 
when it comes to mental health. 

Rinaldo has experienced what he prefers to call mental health 
“challenges,” as have members of his family. He feels that using words 
such as issues or sickness may reinforce negative attitudes, perspectives 
and stereotypes about what people are experiencing. 

“I just think there needs to be a new way to word what you have,” he said 
in a recent interview with TSN. 

“I’ve been in professional hockey for 10 years, and every single year I go 
through mental challenges that I have to overcome. But if I say it’s 
something worse than a challenge, then mentally, you’re already a step 
behind. So if you have a positive mindset about something that’s 
negative, you’re beating it already.” 

At 30 years old, Rinaldo is in his second year with the Flames 
organization. Last season the Mississauga, Ont., native tallied five points 
and 34 penalty minutes in 19 games for Calgary, while also spending 
time in the American Hockey League. 

Away from the rink, he’s passionate about mental health and reducing 
stigmas. 

Rinaldo is a spokesperson for the Hockey Talks campaign, which 
promotes more awareness of mental health challenges such as 
depression and anxiety. Hockey Talks was started in 2013 by the 
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Vancouver Canucks, following the death of Rick Rypien. As part of the 
campaign, each Canadian NHL team hosts a game that encourages 
discussion on mental health through public service announcements and 
signage around the arenas.  

In the coming months, Rinaldo will speak remotely with youth in Alberta 
about the importance of mental health at every stage of life. 

“I live with mental health challenges, I’ve dealt with them firsthand,” he 
said. “I wouldn’t say I’ve conquered my mental health challenges, but I’ve 
learned how to deal with them in different ways.” 

The veteran of 370 NHL games has also tried to become a sounding 
board for teammates, offering them encouragement and positivity when 
they reach out. Sometimes, players will confide in him their anxieties 
about playing or contract situations. Rinaldo will listen and give feedback. 

“I pump them with positivity,” he said. “I think if you shed positive light on 
every single scenario, then there will be brighter days.” 

Those open conversations about fears and challenges are what former 
Flame Brian McGrattan, who now works in player assistance with the 
organization, wants to hear more of. 

“My role is to be an outlet to our players,” McGrattan said. “I’ve lived my 
career on both sides of the fence. I’ve struggled with mental health and 
addiction for a fair bit of my career, and drugs and alcohol took me down 
a dark path.” 

When he was 27 years old and with the then-Phoenix Coyotes, 
McGrattan entered treatment. 

“When I first got sober, I didn’t play with anyone that was,” he said. “I 
didn’t know anyone that was clean and sober in all of hockey.” 

McGrattan was open about his challenges and sobriety, which led to 
other players reaching out and asking for his advice about their own 
situations. 

“I was basically doing my current role as I was playing,” he said. 

Since McGrattan went public about his experiences with addiction and 
sobriety, other NHLers such as Jordin Tootoo and Nate Thompson have 
also shared their stories. Having the courage to go public can have an 
enormous impact, not just for NHLers who are struggling, but fans as 
well. 

“It’s not only helping players, it’s also helping fans of the game realize 
that ‘Hey, if these guys can do it, then maybe I can do it too,’” McGrattan 
said. 

Beyond Rinaldo and McGrattan, the Calgary Flames Foundation is also 
working to improve communication on mental health challenges and 
support those experiencing them. 

Every year, the team hosts a Hockey Talks game where funds are 
raised, and the team uses players to promote messaging about mental 
health challenges and resources available to those in need. Among their 
other initiatives, the foundation has helped raise more than  $200,000 for 
organizations such as the Canadian Mental Health Association, Calgary 
Counselling Centre, and Kids Help Phone. 

“It’s become an important part of our well-being and that’s something we 
want to support, especially as a pro sports team,” said Candice Goudie, 
the foundation’s director. 

“I think it’s important for us to say that it’s okay to talk about this and it’s 
okay not to be okay.” 

Goudie’s hope is that fans see their heroes opening up and being 
vulnerable, and that empowers them to do the same. 

“We want people to see individuals that they know and look up to and 
they might be feeling the same or similar to them,” she said. “They might 
have similar experiences…that it’s okay to feel down or to struggle with 
mental health.” 

Both Rinaldo and McGrattan would also like to see more teams invest in 
player development and helping their players transition from teenage 
prospects to rookies to veterans to alumni members. Rinaldo said that 

having a mentor like McGrattan travel with the team and have dinner on 
the road with players would go a long way. 

“There’s so many avenues and roads that that player development side 
of things can open up,” Rinaldo said. “When you go on the road, I’ve 
seen it firsthand, you have no family and sometimes guys drift off and get 
lost on the road. If that player development side travelled with the team 
and organized dinners or events to take players’ minds off the game and 
to talk together.” 

All in an effort to support one another when experiencing mental health 
challenges. 

“The more we can open up about talking about what you’re feeling or 
how you’re feeling, the emotions you’re dealing with, the better you’ll be,” 
Rinaldo said. 
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USA TODAY / Hall of Famer Jim Rutherford resigns as GM of the 
Penguins due to personal reasons 

 

Scott Boeck 

 

Jim Rutherford has resigned as Pittsburgh Penguins general manager 
due to personal reasons, the club announced on Wednesday, just seven 
games into the 2021 season. 

Patrik Allvin, 46, the club's assistant general manager, has been 
promoted in the interim. The team said it would conduct a GM search 
immediately. 

Rutherford told The Athletic that he was not resigning for health reasons, 
but he did not provide his reason. 

"I don’t think it serves anybody well," he said. "I’ve been treated first-
class here and I really appreciate and respect what they’ve done for me. 
That’s the way I want to leave the Penguins." 

Rutherford, 71, has been GM of the Penguins since the 2014-15 season 
and won back-to-back back Stanley Cup titles in 2016 and 2017. He won 
a third Cup as the GM of the Carolina Hurricanes in 2006. 

"It has been a great honor to serve as general manager of the Penguins, 
and to hang two more Stanley Cup banners at PPG Paints Arena," 
Rutherford said in a statement. "I have so many people to thank, 
beginning with the owners, Ron Burkle and Mario Lemieux, and team 
president David Morehouse. 

"There always has been so much support from everyone involved with 
the Penguins, both on the hockey and business staffs, and, of course, 
from a special group of players led by Sidney Crosby. The fans here 
have been tremendous to me and my family. I know it's a little unusual to 
have this happen during a season, but just felt this was the right time to 
step away." 

The Penguins are 4-2-1 and are tied for second in the East Division with 
nine points. 

Rutherford spent 20 years as the GM of the Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers 
franchise before joining the Penguins. The former NHL goalie was 
named to the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2019. 
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