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Necas’ overtime goal gives Carolina Hurricanes win over Tampa Bay Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

No one knew what to expect out of the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Thursday. 

The Canes were playing their first game in 10 days. They 
were missing five regulars, all on the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol list and unavailable. They were playing the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion. 

For a long time at PNC Arena, neither team could score as 
Canes goalie Petr Mrazek and the Lightning’s Andrei 
Vasilevskiy wouldn’t allow it, matching each other with 
sparkling saves. It took overtime to decide it before the 
Canes won 1-0 on a goal by Martin Necas at 1:12 of the OT. 

“I was really impressed with the way we played,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said on the postgame media call. “We came out 
hard and for 60 minutes we were good. Playing obviously the 
best team in the world, we went toe to toe with them.” 

Necas, whose speed and quickness makes him dangerous 
in 3-on-3 overtime, took a pass from Jordan Staal on the 
give-and-go. He sped to the net past Tampa Bay’s Tyler 
Johnson and finally beat Vasilevskiy for the winner.  

Necas called it a “beautiful sauce.” That’s what it took, Staal 
to Necas, to decide a goaltending masterpiece. 

Mrazek, smooth and efficient in the crease, finished with 32 
saves in his second shutout of the season for the Canes (3-
1-0). Vasilevskiy had 34 stops for the Lightning (3-1-1). 

“Petr was great tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “He looked like 
he was on it from the start. Even the grade-A chances they 
had, he had a bead on it. And look at the guy at the other 
end. There were some saves there that were ridiculous, too. 

“It was one of those exciting games to be a 1-0 game. There 
was a lot of action.” 

The Canes, scheduled to play their first four games on the 
road this season, last had a game Jan. 18 at Nashville, 
winning 4-2. But then came four straight postponements as 
Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast, Warren 
Foegele and Jordan Martinook joined Staal on the COVID 
list. 

Staal, who said he tested positive for coronavirus, came off 
quarantine, returned to practice this week and played more 
than 19 minutes. The other five remain in the NHL COVID 
protocol list for now — “Five we really rely on,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

But that meant forward Steven Lorentz could make his NHL 
debut. Lorentz, who has worked his way from a seventh-
round draft pick to an NHL lineup, put in his first shift on the 
penalty kill and got 14:41 of ice time.  

“The kid was great,” Staal said. “I could tell right away he 
was feeling pretty comfortable and he’s got great speed, and 
I told him to use his legs and go get pucks. We’ve got some 
great depth here, and we’ve got guys who are able to step 
into different roles and excel.” 

The Canes last played a game in PNC Arena on Feb. 28, 
2020, losing to the Colorado Avalanche. It has been even 
longer for defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who suffered a 
broken fibula in January that kept him out the remainder of 
the regular season. 

Returning to play in an empty arena, in a pandemic, was 
weird, Hamilton said before the game. The Canes players 
entered the arena to find a large screen filled with fans who 
were on Zoom, wishing them well. 

Mrazek, who faced seven shots in the first, had 13 come his 
way in the second as the Lightning piled up some long shifts 
in the Carolina zone. Mrazek made a hustling stop on a Pat 
Maroon shot in tight and several other sharps in the period, 
which had some sloppy moments. 

Canes personnel moves 

The Canes on Thursday recalled forwards Morgan Geekie, 
Lorentz and Max McCormick and defenseman Jake Bean 
from the team’s taxi squad. Carolina has recalled forward 
Sheldon Rempal to the team’s active roster from the Chicago 
Wolves of the American Hockey League (AHL).  

Lorentz, a seventh-round draft pick in 2015, was given the 
honor of leading his teammates out on the ice Thursday for 
pregame warmups and take a solo lap on the Canes’ end.
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Welcome to the NHL, Steven Lorentz: ‘You root for guys like that’ 

By Sara Civian 

Some things just had to be different as Steven Lorentz made 
his NHL debut Thursday in front of a PNC Arena audience of 
cardboard cutouts, but he said it himself Wednesday: 
“Hockey is hockey.” 

So in that spirit, his rookie lap lived on. 

He glanced at each corner of the arena while he made his 
rounds. That’s where he’d find his dad, Mark, in a parallel 
universe unaffected by COVID-19. In this universe, the 
Lorentzes — Mark, Karon and their three daughters — were 
hovered around their televisions Thursday, all the way out in 
locked-down Waterloo, Ontario. The “thousands” of people 
Mark says helped Steven along the way were watching, too, 
as the 24-year-old winger graduated from the ECHL, to the 
AHL, back to the ECHL, back to the AHL, to the taxi squad, 
to the show. 

“We want to be at the game so bad,” Mark said in an 
interview with The Athletic on Wednesday. “Stevie called 
today and I said, ‘Well, when you go out there tomorrow, you 
know where I’ll be, right?’ I always stood down in the corner, 
away from all the other parents. Early on when he was 
playing, because he was playing at a very high level and was 
successful, it was frustrating listening to what other parents 
would say, so I would just go to the other corner, like the far 
end, and just watch by myself. He got used to that. So I told 
him I’ll be there.” 

With five NHL regulars out of the Hurricanes lineup because 
of COVID-19 protocol, Lorentz assumed a familiar role as 
next man up, this time to the left of Canes captain Jordan 
Staal. 

“The kid was great,” Staal said. “I could tell right away. He 
was feeling pretty comfortable, he’s got great speed. I just 
told him to use his legs. I was saying, ‘You go get the pucks 
and find me backdoor,’ just joking around with him. I think he 
had a great game. He skated well, made some great plays 
and did what he had to do.” 

Lorentz recorded 14:41 in ice time in the Hurricanes’ 1-0 
overtime win against the Lightning, including a shot on goal, 
two hits and 38 seconds of work on the penalty kill. That 
penalty-kill opportunity is nothing to scoff at when your coach 
is Rod Brind’Amour, who clearly has taken a liking to the kid. 

“You talk to the guy, and you come away with a smile on 
your face. He’s just happy to be alive, happy to have this 
opportunity to play in the NHL,” Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “He wants to contribute. He doesn’t just want to 
check off the list that he played a game in the NHL. He wants 
to do something special. You root for guys like that.” 

It’s true — you’re taken aback by Lorentz’s radical positivity 
and enthusiasm. It’s contagious even via Zoom, even as he 
was about to embark on a moment he’d dreamed about 

since he was 4 years old, minus one minor detail: a 
pandemic. 

As Brind’Amour said, Lorentz’s journey is about more than 
just making the NHL. He’s pursuing something special. 

“Maybe it’s a chip on my shoulder, that internal drive that 
maybe sets me apart,” Lorentz said. “I’ve always kind of 
believed in myself. Maybe it’s cliche, but I just like coming to 
the rink with a happy, positive mindset.” 

Talk to his dad for a few minutes and you’ll understand why. 

It was Canada Day weekend 2015, so naturally, a Waterloo, 
Ontario, native family like the Lorentzes was at the cottage. 
Mark and Karon’s only son, whom they call Stevie, was 
suffering from a bit of tonsillitis and hanging out in the 
basement. Mark was listening to the NHL Draft on the radio, 
and he heard one of Steven’s juniors teammates, Brett 
Seney, get the call. 

“Stevie, you’re never going to believe it!” Mark said, yelling 
down to the basement. “Seney got drafted, and he’s going to 
the Devils.” 

About two minutes later, Steven walked up the stairs. 

“Yeah, you think that’s cool, Dad?” He grinned. “Well, I just 
got drafted.” 

Steven had been passed over in his first year of draft 
eligibility — and countless times before — because of his 
once-small stature. He’d always had an unmistakable vision 
and passion for the game, but as Mark put it, “the other guys 
started growing and he didn’t.” So the Peterborough Petes 
took him 226th in the 12th round of the 2012 OHL draft. And 
despite two solid years of playing with and against the best 
competition there is, Steven wasn’t taken in the 2014 NHL 
Draft. Even after stark improvement in the 2014-15 season, 
he didn’t make NHL Central Scouting’s final draft rankings 
(his buddy, Seney, was player No. 198 of 210). 

“He was a late bloomer,” Mark explained. “My wife and I 
were also late bloomers. So all of the sudden boys are taller 
and bigger and stronger and faster, and (the OHL draft was) 
when things started to slow down a little bit. The odds of 
making it to that club in Peterborough? Slim to none. But he 
didn’t give up. 

“The first camp he went to, we sat at a table with one of the 
season ticket holders. One of the older guys looks over and 
goes, ‘Who’s this little fellow?’ 

“I go, ‘This is our son, he’s drafted to the Petes.’ 

“And he goes, ‘Really? He plays hockey?’ 

“Stevie was like 5-foot-9, 138 pounds, and the next morning 
he had to scrimmage with guys who were like 6-foot-3, 6-
foot-4. I was thinking, ‘Oh, man, I hope he doesn’t get killed 
out here.’ 
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“But he went out and he managed.” 

The Canes took a chance on the winger with a seventh-
round pick, No. 186, in the 2015 draft, and now he’s 6-4 and 
205 pounds. 

On the eve of Lorentz’s NHL debut, his father recalled the 
moment he was drafted and got choked up, taking a few 
seconds to collect himself. 

“I’m sorry, it’s still emotional to this day,” he said. “It was 
amazing. His dream came true at that point. As we know, it’s 
still been a long, slow journey, but you know what? He works 
hard every day. He has a smile on his face every day. It’s not 

work to him — it’s a labor of love. He just does it because he 
loves it, and we’re so pleased.” 

Of all the things Mark is excited about as his son lives his 
dream, his favorite part of Steven’s NHL debut is simple: 
“Just how happy he’ll be,” he said. 

“At 4 years old, when most kids are saying they’d like to be a 
fireman or whatever, Stevie announced to us that he was 
going to play pro hockey. I chuckle because I had a sense of 
how hard that is. We tell all of our kids, like, ‘Dream. Change 
the world. Do whatever you want to do — but you gotta keep 
things in perspective.’ But no, he said right from the get-go, 
‘I’m going to do what it takes to make it,’ and hard work pays 
off.”

 

 

Czech mate: Mrazek, Necas lead Hurricanes to 1-0 OT win in first game back 

The lone goal was scored off a perfect pass from captain 
Jordan Staal 

By Cory Lavalette 

Hurricanes winger Martin Necas scored the game’s only 
goal, finishing off a saucer pass from captain Jordan Staal at 
1:12 of overtime to give Carolina a 1-0 win Thursday over 
Tampa Bay  in its first home game of the season and return 
to the ice after a weeklong shutdown due to COVID-19. 

Petr Mrazek had his second shutout of the season, stopping 
32 shots, while Lightning goal Andrei Vasilevskiy was equally 
spectacular, making 35 saves. 

Three thoughts 

1. Based on how well the Hurricanes looked in the first 
period, not many would have guessed Carolina was playing 
for the first time since Jan. 18 and without five regulars who 
are in the league’s COVID-19 protocol. Jesper Fast, Warren 
Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo 
Teravainen all missed the game, and Carolina filled its roster 
with an influx of taxi squaders and an AHL player. 

Despite all that, the Hurricanes looked like the better team at 
the start, outshooting the defending Stanley Cup champions 
15-7 in the opening frame. Three players made their Carolina 
debuts: Max McCormick, Sheldon Rempal and Steven 
Lorentz, who was also playing in his first NHL game. 

“Five guys out that we really rely on and a lot of new guys 
come in, and they did the job,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

2. Carolina’s Mrazek and Tampa Bay’s Vasilevskiy 
exchanged big saves in a game that went without a goal until 
the overtime winner. 

Brind’Amour was impressed with both goalies. 

“Petr just looked great tonight,” he said. “He looked like he 
was on it right from the start. … I mean, look at the other guy 
at the other end. There was some saves there that were 
ridiculous, too.” 

If the shorthanded Hurricanes were going to beat the 
Lightning, they needed their goalie to be a difference-maker. 
While Vasilevskiy arguably made more big saves, only one 
of the two could end up with a shutout, and it was Mrazek. 

“We need that,” Brind’Amour said of getting reliable play in 
net. “Obviously, you’re not going anywhere without 
goaltending.” 

3. It felt like a night when an ugly goal would decide it. 
Instead, it was a beauty. 

Staal won the opening faceoff of overtime and left the ice to 
allow the more offensively gifted Sebastian Aho — 
foreshadowing — to enter the fray. Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov stayed on the ice and wore down the Lightning, 
then made a line change that brought Staal and Necas over 
the boards. 

Necas, at center ice, fed the puck to Staal at the left wing 
and made a straight line toward the Tampa net, blowing by a 
heavy-legged Ondrej Palat to create a 2-on-1. Staal 
feathered a perfect pass over Lightning defenseman Victor 
Hedman’s stick, and Necas took it off one hop and lifted if 
over a lunging Vasilevskiy for the win. 

It was the first goal of the season for Necas and first point for 
Staal, who was playing for just the second time after being 
the first Hurricanes player to fall ill with COVID-19. In 
connecting on the play, the duo bested both a Norris Trophy 
and Vezina Trophy winner. 
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“He’s got that ability that I call gamebreaking,” Brind’Amour 
said of Necas. “5-on-5 is hard and it’s tight, and then you get 
those those specialty times, you need to have those special 
players. … He’s starting to really emerge.” 

Number To Know 

15 — Shot attempts for Hedman, who trailed only 
Svechnikov (six shots on goal) in the game with five shots on 
goal and took another 10 that were either blocked (six) or 
missed the net (four). 

They Said It 

“We went 2-on-1 and he made a beautiful sauce to me, and I 
just kind of like slashed it in.” 

— Necas on scoring the winning goal off a perfect saucer 
pass from Staal. 

Plus 

Petr Mrazek, Hurricanes goalie — There’s not much to say 
other than Mrazek went head-to-head with the best goalie in 
hockey and came out on top. 

“It’s always a challenge to play a goalie like he is, and 
especially the Stanley Cup champions from last year,” 
Mrazek said. “So it was a big challenge, and I think for 
everyone it was exciting.” 

Mrazek now has two shutouts in three games this season, 
and it’s hard to find anything wrong with a 2-1-0 record with a 
1.01 goals-against average and .955 save percentage. Is it 
sustainable? Of course not, but Mrazek is a player who 
thrives on emotion and momentum. In a shortened season, 
even a two- or three-week run like this from a goalie could 
make a big difference in playoff positioning. 

Minus 

Brock McGinn, Hurricanes forward — McGinn’s main job is 
to keep pucks out of his own net not put them in the other 
one, so on that front it was a big “Mission: Accomplished” for 
No. 23. It was also a game that felt like one mistake would 
be the difference, and McGinn made a big one early by 
taking a penalty just 93 seconds into the game in the 
offensive zone. 

All five players the Hurricanes were missing Thursday 
contribute on the penalty kill, and when McGinn headed into 
the box in the opening minutes, it meant the Carolina was 
down another player from their shorthanded crew. 

Fortunately for McGinn, his teammates stepped up — much 
like he has countless times during his career as one of 
Carolina’s top penalty killers — to erase the early mistake.

 

 

Recap: Necas, Mrazek Help Canes Shut Out Lightning 

Mrazek makes 31 saves in his second shutout of the season 

By Michael Smith 

With a different kind of lineup in a different kind of home 
opener, the Carolina Hurricanes returned to action after a 
long layoff and grinded out a 1-0 overtime win over the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Petr Mrazek made 32 saves in his second shutout of the 
season, and Martin Necas' first goal of the season was the 
game-winner in overtime. 

The Difference 

Mrazek was nothing short of solid and reliable in net for the 
Canes, a depleted but rested team that needed a steady 
performance out of its goaltender. Mrazek was especially 
sharp in the second period when the Lightning tilted the ice 
in their favor after the Canes came out strong in the first. He 
stopped all 14 shots he faced in the second, including this 
grade-A opportunity off the stick of Pat Maroon, who couldn't 
quite sneak the puck past Mrazek's outstretched left pad. 

The Canes' netminder turned away the 18 shots that came 
his way in the first and third periods, as well, including this 
quick hitter from Blake Coleman late in regulation. 

In total, Mrazek posted 32 saves en route to his second 
shutout in three starts to begin the season. 

"Petr looked great tonight," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "He looked like he was on it right from the start." 

Fist Bumps 

Martin Necas  

With the Canes' roster gashed, Necas saw an increased role 
and took advantage of it. The 22-year-old forward logged a 
career-high 19:37 of ice time (including 2:40 on the power 
play and 1:26 shorthanded) and scored the lone goal of the 
game, the winning tally 1:12 into overtime. 

Necas circled back in the neutral zone with the puck before 
dishing off to a fresh Jordan Staal and making a beeline 
toward the net. With a tired Lightning group on the ice, that 
created a 2-on-1 rush, and Staal was able to float a pass 
through Victor Hedman and over to Necas for the tap-in tally. 
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"He made a beautiful sauce to me," Necas smiled. 

"He's got that ability. I call it game-breaking. 5-on-5 is hard 
and tight. You get those specialty times, and you need those 
special players. We've got a couple," Brind'Amour said. "He's 
starting to really emerge, and obviously you can see it." 

The Lineup & Effort 

It had been 10 days since the Canes last played a game, 
and they spent most of that period idle in quarantine. They 
were missing five NHL regulars, including big minute-eaters, 
reliable penalty killers and critical pieces of their lineup. They 
had one player making his NHL debut and two more making 
their team debut. And, they had just two practices to bring it 
all together before dropping the puck against the defending 
Stanley Cup champions. The excuse jar, as Brind'Amour 
said, was full. 

So, the Canes just went out and played their game, and not 
only did they hold their own, but they excelled at times and 
grinded out a victory as a team. 

"That is how it's supposed to look. It doesn't really matter 
who goes in," Brind'Amour said. "Now, there are times when 
the talent has to take over, but I felt like tonight it looked 
right. The effort was certainly there." 

The Canes came out with verve in the first period, and 
though Tampa Bay pushed back in the second - that much 
had to be expected - Mrazek was there to hold strong until 
his team was able to settle back in and find a second wind. 

"It felt like the start of the season all over again. It was a 
weird feeling kind of going into the game. Roddy did a great 
job making sure we were on the attack. We wanted to get 
into right away and get after them. I thought that first period 
we did that," Staal said. "We lost some steam in the second, 
but with that long break, I thought we jumped on it, got our 
legs quick and found a way to grind one out." 

Steven Lorentz  

Lorentz's story is really quite something, a tale of 
perseverance, hard work, determination and earned 
success. Though it wasn't an ideal NHL debut - there weren't 
any fans in attendance, and his family wasn't there to 
experience it all - it was an NHL debut nonetheless, and that 
in itself is worth celebrating. 

Lorentz logged 14:41 of ice time and recorded one shot on 
goal, two hits and a takeaway. He looked like he belonged - 
and he probably does. 

Stats Pack 

2: Mrazek is the second different goaltender in franchise 
history to record a shutout in the team's home opener. Sean 
Burke accomplished the feat twice with Hartford (Oct. 7, 
1995 vs. NYR and Oct. 5, 1996 vs. PHX). 

25:11: With Jaccob Slavin out of the lineup, Brett Pesce led 
the Canes in time on ice with 25:11. Pesce also logged four 
shots on goal, three additional shot attempts and two 
blocked shots. 

5: This was the fifth 1-0 overtime win in franchise history and 
the first since Dec. 4, 2016 against, yes, you guessed it, 
Tampa Bay. 

Quote of the Night 

"Teams grow with adversity. … We knew it was a great 
challenge, and I thought the guys did a great job stepping up 
and fighting through." - Jordan Staal 

Up Next 

After facing the defending Stanley Cup champions, the 
Canes will now host the team that went toe-to-toe with the 
Lightning, the Dallas Stars, in a two-game set this weekend.
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Hurricanes shut out Lightning in return 

Necas scores only goal at 1:12 of OT, Mrazek makes 32 
saves in Carolina's first game since Jan. 18 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Martin Necas scored at 1:12 of overtime to 
give the Carolina Hurricanes a 1-0 win against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

"Five-on-five is hard, then when you get those specialty 
times, you need those special players," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "We've got a couple. [Necas is] 
starting to emerge. He definitely stepped up." 

Carolina played its first game since Jan. 18 because of 
coronavirus issues. 

The Hurricanes took advantage against a tired Lightning line, 
who were unable to get a change in overtime. Necas found 
Jordan Staal coming over the boards before the Hurricanes 
captain sent a saucer pass under the stick of Tampa Bay 
defenseman Victor Hedman to Necas at the top of the 
crease. 

"Give them credit, they did a good job possessing it," 
Lightning forward Brayden Point said. "They got some fresh 
guys out and took advantage of a tired group. Sometimes 
that happens." 

Petr Mrazek made 32 saves for the Hurricanes (3-1-0), who 
were without forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast, 
Warren Foegele and Jordan Martinook, and defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, each of whom remain in the NHL COVID-19 
protocol. 

Staal, who had five hits and two blocks in 19:09 of ice time, 
was playing in his first game since testing positive for 
COVID-19 following Carolina's season-opener Jan. 14. 

"It felt like the start of the season all over again," Staal said. 
"It was a weird feeling going into the game. [Brind'Amour] a 
good job of making sure we were on the attack to get after 
them right away." 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 35 saves for the Lightning (3-1-1), 
who were playing their first game since Jan. 23. Tampa Bay 
was supposed to play Carolina on Tuesday, but that game 
was rescheduled for Feb. 22. 

The Hurricanes came out sharp in their first game in 10 days 
and outshot the Lightning 15-7 in the first period. 

"We didn't play with pace in the first period," Tampa Bay 
coach Jon Cooper said. "We were just holding on to pucks 
too long. We made some little adjustments in the second 
period of things we had to do, and I thought it was a pretty 
even game after that." 

Mrazek, who has two shutouts in three starts this season, 
made 25 saves in the second and third periods. 

"We knew we needed all 20 guys to contribute in some form 
or fashion, and I thought that's what happened tonight," 
Brind'Amour said. "[Tampa Bay] made some great plays, and 
[Mrazek] came up big. I expected more rust, to be honest 
with you, so I'm pretty happy with everything." 

NOTES: Carolina forwards Max McCormick, Morgan Geekie 
and Steven Lorentz, and defenseman Jake Bean played 
after being called up from the Hurricanes taxi squad. Lorentz 
had one shot and two hits in 14:41 of ice time in his NHL 
debut. … Hurricanes forward Sheldon Rempal, who was 
recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League, had 
one shot in 6:58.
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Necas lifts returning Hurricanes past Lightning 1-0 in OT 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Rod Brind’Amour got the tough and 
determined performance he wanted from his Carolina 
Hurricanes as they returned from a pause due to COVID-19 
concerns. 

It helped to have a goaltender who stopped everything that 
came his way. 

Martin Necas beat Andrei Vasilevskiy at 1:12 of overtime and 
Petr Mrazek had 32 saves to help the Hurricanes beat the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 1-0 on Thursday night after having four 
straight games postponed. 

“I was really, really impressed with the way we played,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Came out just hard, and for 60 minutes, 
we were good. ... I had expected actually more rust to be 
honest with you, so I was pretty happy with everything.” 

Necas scored off a perfect feed from Jordan Staal on the left 
side, with Staal starting a shift by sending the puck slipping 
by defenseman Victor Hedman. Necas came charging in on 
the right and put the pack past Vasilevskiy’s outscretched 
glove — the only blemish on what had been strong 
performances in net at both ends. 

The Hurricanes had played just three games before having 
to shut down workouts with the league postponing four 
games, the first coming nine days ago. The Hurricanes 
ultimately had six players go on the NHL’s daily unavailability 
list, with Staal returning in time to play this game but five 
others — including forward Teuvo Teravainen and 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin — still sidelined. 

Brind’Amour had been worried about players having to juggle 
roles with a short-handed roster, as well as conditioning 
issues. But Carolina got off to a fast start, firing 15 shots at 
Vasilevskiy in the opening period with little sign of rust.  

And Mrazek was up to the challenge against the reigning 
Stanley Cup champions the rest of the night. 

“It felt like kind of the start of the season all over again,” Staal 
said. “It was a weird feeling kind of going into the game. 
(Brind’Amour) I thought did a great job of making sure we 
were on the attack. We wanted to get into it right away and 
get after them.” 

Vasilevskiy made 34 saves, and Mrazek had 32. Both also 
caught a bit of fortune, too, with Carolina’s Sebastian Aho 
firing a shot off the post in the first period while Tampa Bay’s 
Steven Stamkos pinged the crossbar with 3:14 left in the 
third after getting loose for a clean look. 

“That was a goaltending duel tonight,” Tampa Bay forward 
Brayden Point said. “I thought they both played great. Vasie 
made some huge saves to keep us in that, especially late to 
even force us to get a point. ... We’ve got to try to tighten 
things up for him and try to limit those Grade-A scoring 
chances.” 

STATUS QUO 

There were no changes to Thursday’s COVID-19 
unavailability list from the league for the Hurricanes. 
Teravainen and Slavin have been on the list along with 
forwards Warren Foegele and Jordan Martinook since Jan. 
19, when the league called off the Hurricanes’ second game 
with the Predators for its first in-season postponement. 

Jesper Fast, an offseason signee from the New York 
Rangers, was added Saturday.  

Tampa Bay goaltender Curtis McElhinney remained the only 
Lightning player on Thursday’s list. 

ROSTER MOVES 

The short-handed Hurricanes recalled five players to the 
active roster for the game. 

Four — forwards Morgan Geekie, Steven Lorentz and Max 
McCormick, and defenseman Jake Bean — were taxi-squad 
recalls, while the team also recalled forward Sheldon Rempal 
from Chicago of the American Hockey League. 

It was the NHL debut for Lorentz, a seventh-round pick by 
Carolina in 2015. 

UP NEXT 

Lightning: Tampa Bay visits Nashville on Saturday to start a 
two-game set. 

Hurricanes: Carolina hosts Dallas on Saturday in the first of 
two games against the Stars, who had a delayed start to 
their season due to their own COVID-19 issues.
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NHL Power Rankings: The New Additions Edition 

Watch as Montreal Canadiens forward Tyler Toffoli scores a 
hat trick becoming the first ex-Canucks player to score a hat 
trick in their first game against back against their former 
team.  

By Mike Johnston 

We’re more than two weeks into yet another unique NHL 
season and there has been plenty to digest. New rivalries 
are forming thanks to the new division alignments, new stars 
and playoff contenders are emerging, and there’s even a 
new way post-game media availabilities are handled. 

Since there’s so much new about the 2021 NHL season, 
we’ve decided to highlight some new faces in new places 
and look at how they’ve fared in our first regular-season 
Power Rankings. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 
Tyler Toffoli scored five goals in a three-game span against 
his former team, Josh Anderson has added size up front and 
Jake Allen is off to a perfect start backing up Carey Price. No 
surprise the Canadiens haven’t lost in regulation. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights  
Alex Pietrangelo has eaten up nearly 26 minutes a night after 
signing his big off-season deal and the Golden Knights are 
once again rolling. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs  
The team will enjoy seeing Joe Thornton eventually return 
from his rib injury, but in the meantime it’s tough to complain 
when your record is 6-2-0 and your top stars are living up to 
their cap hits. 

4. Washington Capitals  
Rookie netminder Vitek Vanecek has been a pleasant 
surprise with a .918 save percentage through his first five 
starts and the Caps remain unbeaten in regulation. 

5. Boston Bruins  
Craig Smith has a three-game point streak going including 
two straight game-winners. The former longtime Predators 
forward is an ideal fit on Boston’s third line. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning  
No new additions for the Lightning as the team adjusts to life 
without Nikita Kucherov. 

7. Dallas Stars  
Why fix what isn’t really broken? The Stars basically have an 
identical lineup to the one that came two wins shy of a 
Stanley Cup and they’re off to a blazing 3-0-0 start after 
being forced to delay their season opener. 

8. Winnipeg Jets  
Pierre-Luc Dubois entering the equation makes life in 
Winnipeg quite intriguing going forward. A one-two punch of 
Scheifele and Dubois down the middle gives the Jets 
envious centre depth in the North Division. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins  
Kasperi Kapanen has points in three of his first four games 
with Pittsburgh. Kapanen was acquired in the off-season by 
Jim Rutherford, who resigned as Pens GM on Wednesday. 

10. St. Louis Blues  
The Blues power play hasn’t had much success thus far but 
that should change the more comfortable Torey Krug 
becomes with his new teammates. 

11. Florida Panthers  
First-year Panthers Patric Hornqvist and Carter Verhaeghe 
both have five points through three games and the Panthers 
are 3-0-0. 

12. Philadelphia Flyers  
The Flyers don’t have any new impact players and outside of 
two blowout losses they’ve been chugging along admirably 
without Sean Couturier. 

13. New Jersey Devils  
Head coach Lindy Ruff appears to have made a positive 
impact on his new team even though goals have been hard 
to come by. 

14. Colorado Avalanche  
The Avs haven't found consistency quite yet but Devon 
Toews and Brandon Saad have been early contributors. 

15. Minnesota Wild  
Kirill Kaprizov’s star potential is apparent even though he has 
slowed down slightly following his memorable three-point 
NHL debut. 

16. Calgary Flames  
Jacob Markstrom has a .911 save percentage, a 2.62 goals-
against average and one shutout but he and the Flames are 
looking to regroup after back-to-back one-goal regulation 
losses to the Maple Leafs at home. 

17. Vancouver Canucks  
Does everyone have their Nils Hoglander jerseys yet?! The 
rookie winger has been a bright spot on a line with Bo Horvat 
and Tanner Pearson despite his team’s overall defensive 
lapses. 

18. Los Angeles Kings  
The Kings already have a couple nice wins and manage to 
keep games close when they’re clearly outmatched on 
paper. Andreas Athanasiou’s speed has made a difference 
and he has chipped in with three goals already. 

19. Nashville Predators  
Nick Cousins scored his first goal with the Preds on 
Wednesday in Nashville’s second extra-time win in as many 
nights against Chicago. 

20. Carolina Hurricanes  
It’s too early to tell what type of impact Jesper Fast can have 
on his new team. The Hurricanes have only played three 
games and just went through a 10-day hiatus. 
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21. Buffalo Sabres  
Buffalo has won two straight after dropping four of five to 
start the year, but now Taylor Hall, Eric Staal, Dylan Cozens 
and others need to build on that momentum. 

22. Anaheim Ducks  
Kevin Shattenkirk, like most Ducks, hasn’t been able to 
provide much offence and that’s why Anaheim is averaging a 
league-worst 1.71 goals per game. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets  
Max Domi and Mikhail Grigorenko have been quiet 
offensively, while Michael Del Zotto has chipped in with four 
even-strength assists. The big question in Columbus is will 
the additions of Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic help get the 
Blue Jackets back to the playoffs? 

24. New York Islanders  
The Isles have allowed 11 goals against through six games 
and rookie Ilya Sorokin let in seven of them during his two 
starts. The team is also averaging fewer than two goals per 
game. 

25. Edmonton Oilers  
Tyson Barrie, Kyle Turris, Jesse Puljujarvi and Dominik 
Kahun have combined for a mere one goal and five assists in 
32 combined man games played. Not good. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks  
Nikita Zadorov has predictably thrown his body around, 
Mattias Janmark has a team-high three goals and Kevin 

Lankinen has posted solid numbers between the pipes in 
four starts yet the only team Chicago has been able to beat 
was Detroit. 

27. San Jose Sharks  
Ryan Donato seems to have some decent chemistry going 
with Logan Couture and Kevin Labanc as the Sharks 
continue their extended road trip to start the year. 

28. Arizona Coyotes  
Derick Brassard, Drake Caggiula and Johan Larsson haven’t 
done much on offence, which falls in line with the rest of the 
Yotes, who have been blanked in two straight games. 
Playing the Golden Knights four times in one week is not 
conducive to success either. 

29. Detroit Red Wings  
Bobby Ryan is already just one goal shy to tying his total 
from last season. Unfortunately for Red Wings fans it’s not 
making much of a difference in the standings. 

30. New York Rangers  
The Blue Shirts have struggled out the gates this season and 
No. 1 draft pick Alexis Lafrenière having zero points to start 
the year doesn’t help. 

31. Ottawa Senators  
Third-overall pick Tim Stützle has only one point, Matt 
Murray has only one win and the Sens once again find 
themselves at the very bottom of the league standings with 
head coach D.J. Smith feeling the pressure.

 

 

The Buzzer: Very different first goals for Rangers’ Lafreniere, Capitals’ Chara 

By James O'Brien  

Three Stars 

1. Petr Mrazek 

Maybe score one for rest over rust. Despite the Hurricanes 
missing more than a week because of COVID complications, 
Mrazek was sharp on Thursday. Doing so is that much more 
impressive considering that the Hurricanes had to face the 
defending champion Lightning. 

Sometimes Mrazek can just survive and the Hurricanes will 
win. In this case, there wasn’t any margin for error. In 
pitching a 32-save shutout, Mrazek won a 1-0 overtime 
goalie duel with Andrei Vasilevskiy. (Martin Necas ended up 
being the only player to score during that game.) 

2. Miro Heiskanen 

Comment Tron 1.0: “The Stars gave the Red Wings a 
beating that was about as ugly a their new jerseys.” 

– or – 

Alternate Comment Tron 2.0: “The only thing sweeter than 
those Stars’ jerseys was the way they beat up on the poor 
Red Wings.” 

Choose wisely. Your preference will hinge on your tastes, 
maybe how much Monster Energy Drink/general X-treme 
marketing you’ve been exposed to, and possibly your rooting 
interests in this game. (Check this out for the pass or fail on 
those sweaters.) 

Anyway, Heiskanen enjoyed quite the offensive outburst, 
collecting three assists in this win. He remains a workhorse 
for the Stars, logging just under 24 minutes on the night. If 
you prefer, you might choose Denis Gurianov as the top 
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Stars choice for the top stars (gets winded). Gurianov scored 
a goal and two assists to reach three points in this one, too. 

Either way, the Dallas Stars took care of business, and 
remain the lone NHL team without a loss of any kind this 
season. 

3. Brock Boeser 

Speaking of dominant games that can provide different 
choices for top stars, the Canucks supplied robust options in 
once again beating the Senators. 

Let’s go with Boeser. The winger scored two goals and one 
assist on Thursday, with his helper ending up being of the 
primary variety. With a goal and an assist, Elias Pettersson 
got another needed confidence-booster. 

Rather than Pettersson, Braden Holtby probably ranks as the 
1B to Boeser’s 1A, though. Holtby made 36 out of 37 saves 
as the Senators at least put up an effort in another deflating 
defeat. 

NWHL games postponed after Riveters withdraw 

The Metropolitan Riveters withdrew from competition after 
members of the team tested positive for COVID-19. Out of 
“an abundance of caution,” Thursday’s NWHL games were 
postponed. As of this moment, the NWHL schedule is 
expected to resume on Saturday. 

CURRENT NWHL SCHEDULE FOR SATURDAY 

Saturday’s NWHL schedule begins with the Connecticut 
Whale vs. the Toronto Six (12 p.m. ET), followed by the 
Minnesota Whitecaps against the Buffalo Beauts (3 p.m. ET). 
All games can be streamed on the league’s Twitch channel. 

NWHL STANDINGS 
1. Whitecaps – 6 points (3-0-0; +3 goal differential) 
2. Six– 5 points (2-1-1; even goal differential) 
3. Whale – 4 points (2-1-0; +3 goal differential) 
4. Pride – 2 point (1-3-0; -2 goal differential) 
5. Beauts – 1 point (0-2-1; -6 goal differential) 
6. Riveters – 4 points (2-1-0; +3 goal differential) (withdrawn) 

The single-elimination Isobel Cup Semifinals will be shown 
live on Thursday, Feb. 4 at 5:30 p.m. ET and 8 p.m. ET. The 
winners of the semifinals will advance to the Isobel Cup 
Final on Friday, Feb. 5 at 7 p.m. ET. In addition to coverage 

on NBCSN, live coverage will stream exclusively on 
NBCSports.com and the NBC Sports app. 

Highlights from Thursday night in the NHL 

Very different firsts for Chara, Lafreniere 

On one end of the spectrum, Alexis Lafreniere scored the 
very first goal of what’s expected to be a promising NHL 
career. Lafreniere collected his first goal in memorable 
fashion, too, finishing off an overtime chance for a thriller: 

Meanwhile, 43-year-old Zdeno Chara scored his first goal … 
with the Capitals. Honestly, the best part was how excited 
Chara’s Capitals teammates were for him. Guess they like 
that “The Big Z” is in DC? 

Goal of the night 

Goodness, Blue Jackets forward Alexandre Texier has … 
moxy. 

Lowlight of Thursday night in the NHL 

It’s been great to see Kevin Fiala really flourish with the Wild. 
He showed flashes of brilliance with the Predators, but either 
couldn’t get it done, didn’t get enough chances, or a 
combination of those factors. 

But let’s not see more of hits like this dangerous one, which 
will surely get extra looks from the Department of Player 
Safety: 

It was a tough night for the Kings overall. 

NHL scores 

Bruins 4, Penguins 1 
Rangers 3, Sabres 2 (OT) 
Flyers 3, Devils 1 
Capitals 6, Islanders 3 
Hurricanes 1, Lightning 0 (OT) 
Blue Jackets 3, Panthers 2 (SO) 
Canadiens 4, Flames 2 
Wild 5, Kings 3 
Stars 7, Red Wings 3 
Avalanche 3, Sharks 0 
Coyotes 3, Ducks 2 
Maple Leafs 4, Oilers 3 
Canucks 4, Senators 1 
Golden Knights – Blues postponed
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Canes, Mrazek shutout Lightning in return 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned from a 10-day hiatus and, 
backstopped by a hot goaltender, beat the Tampa Bay 
Lightning 1-0 in overtime. 

By Ryan Henkel  

After a 10-day hiatus, the Carolina Hurricanes returned to 
PNC Arena for their home opener and defeated the Tampa 
Bay Lightning 1-0 in overtime Thursday night. 

Down five players due to COVID-19 protocol (Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jordan Martinook, Jesper Fast, Jaccob Slavin 
and Warren Foegele), the Hurricanes turned to their 
organizational depth calling up Morgan Geekie, Jake Bean, 
Max McCormick and Steven Lorentz — who was making his 
NHL debut — from the taxi squad as well as Sheldon 
Rempal from the Chicago Wolves.  

Other than a penalty in the opening minutes of the game, the 
Hurricanes did not look like a team that hadn’t played in 10 
days. The team was energized and ready, especially the 
fourth line — composed of taxi squad callups — which 
generated quite a few offensive chances. 

The Canes looked stellar and were backstopped by a wall 
manifesting itself as Petr Mrazek, who was calm and 
collected and tracked the puck well all night, including a 
handful of marvelous saves. 

He was especially important for Carolina in the second 
period, where the Lightning began to tilt the ice in their favor, 
outshooting Carolina by double.  

Andrei Vasilevskiy, however, was just as sharp on the other 
side as Carolina piled on the shots and chances, but were 
stymied at every turn. 

The game was a hard fought battle between both teams that 
saw each with multiple power plays and grade-A chances, 
but the goaltenders truly were the highlight of the night.  

Eventually the game had to be decided in overtime as both 
teams failed to find the back of the net in regulation, and that 
was where Martin Necas won it for the Canes.  

After an attempt in close was stopped by Vasilevskiy and 
cleared, Necas regained the puck and passed it out to 
Jordan Staal who returned the favor back to a streaking 
Necas who beat out all the other Tampa players on the ice 
including Vasilevskiy. 

A potentially unhailed aspect of the win was the ability of the 
Canes’ penalty kill to come up perfectly against the Lightning 
despite being down the majority of their most relied upon 
killers. For fresh faces like McCormick and Lorentz, but also 
regulars like Martin Necas, to get time on the kill and be 
successful was huge. 

The Canes will continue their season Saturday night as they 
return to PNC Arena to take on the Dallas Stars.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Staal, Mrazek, Necas on win over Lightning 

Rod Brind’Amour, Petr Mrazek, Jordan Staal and Martin 
Necas spoke to the media after the Hurricanes’ home-
opening win on Thursday night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes returned to action Thursday night in their 
home opener against PNC Arena against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, picking up a 1-0 overtime win.  

The team was without five lineup regulars due to their 
placement on the NHL’s COVID protocol list, but that didn’t 
stop it from putting in a thoroughly impressive performance 
against the defending champs, including an overtime winner 
from Martin Necas, strong return from Jordan Staal and great 
game in net from Petr Mrazek.  

Mrazek, Staal, Necas and head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
spoke to the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the goalies and rust: It was definitely, I’d say, a great 
goaltending performance from both guys. I don’t think it was 
really rusty. We had a lot of grade-A chances. I was really, 
really impressed with the way we played. We came out hard 
for 60 minutes. We were good. You’re playing the best team 
in the world. We went toe to toe with them. They made some 
really good plays and Petr had to come up big. We had some 
really good plays too in there, and their goalie was really 
good. I expected, actually, more rust, to be honest with you. 
So I was pretty happy with everything.  

On Martin Necas: He’s got that ability that I call it game 
breaking. Five on five is hard and it’s tight. You get those 
specialty times, you need to have those special players, and 
we’ve got a couple. So he’s starting to really emerge. 
Obviously you can see it. To your earlier part about learning 
the game, he’s taken strides in that area too, so we can 
definitely use him. Tonight, we even used him on the penalty 
kill and he was fine. We talked about opportunity before the 
game, and he definitely stepped up.  
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On the new guys and Staal coming off after winning the 
opening draw in overtime: That’s part of the plan. He was 
great, logged a lot of minutes. He always does but tonight 
was even more so, and when he was out, you’d miss that. 
It’s tough to replace that. Everyone was good tonight, that’s 
what was great. We knew we needed to have all 20 guys 
contribute in some form or fashion, and I thought that’s what 
happened tonight.  

On the system: That is how it’s supposed to look. It doesn’t 
really matter who goes in. We got to the other part about the 
times where the talent’s got to take over, but I felt like 
tonight, like I said, it looked right. The effort was certainly 
there. And generally we always have that. We had some 
gaffes and some things we didn’t do right, but, overall, I 
thought the new guys that were in there did a really good job. 

On if a win like that can bring the team closer together: You 
would think so, for sure. We had five guys out that we really 
rely on. Like I said, we had a lot of new guys come in and 
they did the job. But I’d also say the veteran guys that have 
been here stepped up big time. There were some huge 
performances by all of our veteran guys to pick up the slack 
as well. It was a hard-fought game, obviously it could have 
gone either way. But I thought we, to a man, dug in and 
that’s what you have to do. 

On goaltending this season: They’ve been super sharp. Petr 
looked great tonight. He looked like he was on it right from 
the start, and even the grade-A chances they had, he looked 
like he was going to save them. He looked like he had a 
bead on it. We all know the goaltending, like look at the guy 
on the other end, there were some saves there that were 
ridiculous too. So it was one of those exciting games to be a 
1-0 game. For me, anyway, it was a lot of action. We need 
that. Obviously, you’re not going anywhere without 
goaltending.  

Martin Necas 

On his game winner: The first line did a great job. They kept 
the puck for, I think, like a minute. Their line was pretty tired. 
We changed and they couldn’t really skate there anymore. 
We just kind of took the puck back, and I gave it to Jordan, 
we went two on one and he made a beautiful sauce to me. I 
just kind of slashed it into the net. 

On playing after the long layoff: Our plan was to keep the 
shifts as short as we could and that way we just had a little 
bit more energy and I feel like we were buzzing in the first 
period and in the second one they had a little bit more 
momentum than we did. The third was even. Fortunately, in 
OT, we scored and we took the two points.  

On playing on the penalty kill: I love it. It was good. When I 
was younger, I used to play on the PK. Now I was just 
watching the guys, how they defended, and it’s good to be 
part of the PK. I like it, and we’ll see when the other guys are 
going to jump in, but I definitely like to play on the PK. 

On overtime: There’s always a chance. It’s 3 on 3 on our ice, 
which is an advantage for better skaters, I would say. 
There’s a lot of space. Once somebody will sleep on you, 
you’ve got two-on-ones, three-on-twos, so it’s good for fans 
as well. Yeah, I like to play OT.  

Jordan Staal 

On the setup for the game-winning goal: [Sebastian Aho] did 
all the work there. He tired them out and I got a good 
change. He had some extra jump. It was a great effort from 
everybody. You’re gonna need that against that team. 
They’re a very good team. I thought [Mrazek] played really 
well and stopped some good ones. We found a way to sneak 
it out at the end. 

On the players that were called up: I think we have some 
great depth here and guys are just able to step up into 
different roles and excel. I thought [Steven Lorentz] played a 
good game. He was my linemate and skated really well. The 
rest of the crew was really solid too. It’s what we needed. We 
needed everybody. Those opportunities; you want to take 
advantage of them and I think everybody who stepped up 
into the lineup did a good job.  

On Petr Mrazek keeping the team in the game in the second: 
I felt that in the second period. You want to play a full 60 
minutes, you really do, but they made a good push in the 
second period and Mrazek did a great job of keeping it out of 
the net. I thought we had some good looks in the first and 
third. It was a good game. Wasn’t a whole lot of room and 
there were some opportunities around the net a few times, 
special teams and PK was good. Our PP needs to sneak one 
in, I think is how we win that game. We were fortunate to get 
it in overtime. 

On Steven Lorentz: The kid was great. I could tell right away 
that he was feeling comfortable. He’s got great speed and I 
just told him to use his legs. ‘You go get the pucks and find 
me backdoor,’ is kind of how I was joking around with him. 
He had a great game. He skated well, made some good 
plays and did what he had to do. 

On getting the win after the hiatus: For myself, it was a little 
bit longer being off then the rest of the guys. It felt like the 
start of the season all over again. It was a weird feeling going 
into the game, but [Brind’Amour] did a good job of making 
sure we were on the attack. We wanted to get on it right 
away. I felt like we did in the first period, but we lost some 
steam in the second. Despite that long break, I thought we 
jumped into it and got our legs into it quickly. We found a 
way to grind one out. 

On this game being a rallying type: It’s adversity and teams 
grow with adversity. Coming out of that break we knew it was 
going to be tough against one of, if not the, best team in the 
league. We knew it was a great challenge and I thought the 
guys did a great job of stepping up and fighting through that 
little adversity. Just finding ways to grind it out. It was a very 
rewarding feeling, but we have to stay after it. Can’t have a 
lull in the next games coming up. 

Petr Mrazek 

On what he was seeing: It was a really good game. Both 
teams played well. Always if you’re facing a great team, 
you’re going to face some good opportunities. I was lucky in 
a few of them. Being off for 10 days, we just had to battle 
through it and I think we came out really hard and we 
showed in the first period that we were ready. 

On facing off against Andrei Vasilevskiy: It’s always a 
challenge to play a goalie like him, especially considering 
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he’s a Stanley Cup champion from last year. It was a big 
challenge, but for everyone, it was exciting. 

On the defensemen in front of him: [Slavin] is one of the best 
defensemen in the NHL and we miss him, but the guys 
stepped up big time in front of me.
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Hurricanes’ Svechnikov Poised For Big Raise in 2021-22 

 

January 28, 2021 by Matt Cosman 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have played just three games this season due 
to COVID-19 concerns, but once they get back on track Thursday, they’ll 
only have a few short months before the end of the season is in sight. 

With a schedule that’s both abbreviated and condensed, the offseason 
will be coming sooner than anticipated. And as it currently stands, the 
Hurricanes still seem to have no extension in place for pending restricted 
free agent (RFA) Andrei Svechnikov. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina Hurricanes 

The 20-year-old Russian winger currently leads the team in goals (three) 
and points (five), as the Hurricanes leaped to a 2-1-0 start. In a 68-game 
sophomore season last year, he scored 61 points, which was just five 
points off the team-lead. 

Svechnikov is undoubtedly on pace for an explosive year, but as the 
season carries on, his value only grows, which will make it more difficult 
to sign him to an affordable contract. So as we ponder how much 

Svechnikov could command on his first major contract, let’s take a look at 
some comparables. 

C Mat Barzal, New York Islanders 

Signed three-year, $21 million contract in 2021 

Fresh in the memory of Islanders fans, Barzal’s RFA status cost him the 
beginning of training camp until the Islanders finally signed him to a 
three-year, $21 million contract on Jan. 9. 

Barzal scored at a similar pace to Svechnikov last season, netting 
himself 60 points in 68 games, leading the Islanders in scoring. He also 
collected 17 points in 22 playoff games as he piloted the Islanders to the 
Eastern Conference Final. 

Mathew Barzal New York Islanders 

While Svechnikov is a winger, centers tend to get an extra drop in the 
bucket when it comes to contract negotiations. Barzal is also the team’s 
most coveted forward and is three years Svechnikov’s senior at 23 years 
old. He’d be more comparable to a Sebastian Aho. 

Those factors, along with the stagnation of the NHL’s salary cap, make a 
$7 million average annual value (AAV) contract like Barzal’s, very much 
dependent on this season’s performance. 

LW Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary Flames 

Signed three-year, $21 million contract in 2019 
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So let’s talk wingers. Tkachuk signed an identical contract to Barzal – 
three years, $21 million – with the Flames in September of 2019. 
Tkachuk was also in a similar situation as Svechnikov is now, where he 
played on the top power play unit, but primarily on the second line at 
even strength. 

Tkachuk was also coming off a stellar 2018-19 season when he inked the 
deal. He contributed 77 points (34 goals, 43 assists), 207 shots, and 104 
hits in 80 games as the Flames finished second in the NHL with 107 
points. 

Matthew Tkachuk Calgary Flames 

Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary Flames (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

While Svechnikov isn’t quite the game-changing agitator Tkachuk is 
every night, he does have a bite to his game that doesn’t always come in 
players with his talent. If he hopes to earn a contract upwards of $7 
million a year, he needs to prove he can drive his own line like Barzal, or 
be a catalyst like Tkachuk. And he’s not far off from either of those labels. 

LW Kyle Connor, Winnipeg Jets 

Signed seven-year, $50 million contract in 2019 

At the other end of the spectrum of the short-term “prove it” deals, are 
contracts like Connor’s. He signed a massive seven-year, $50 million 
deal with the Jets in September 2019 after setting career-highs in goals 
(34) and assists (32) in 2018-19. 

Kyle Connor Winnipeg Jets 

That marked the second straight 30-goal season for Connor, who took a 
slower path of development to the NHL than Svechnikov. Connor didn’t 
sign his big contract until he was 22. His deal will also take him into 
unrestricted free agency (UFA) in 2026. For Svechnikov, anything shorter 
than a seven-year deal will keep him under RFA status, which is 
preferable for the Hurricanes. 

The reason Connor draws the best comparison to Svechnikov is simply 
the player’s commitment to the team. There’s no doubt Svechnikov is 
adored in North Carolina by both fans and teammates, and Hurricanes’ 
brass certainly wants to keep him around for a long time. As long as 
there’s a mutual sense of commitment from both player and team, they’ll 
be able to overcome any financial hurdles. 

C Pierre-Luc Dubois, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Signed two-year, $10 million contract in 2020 

Dubois signed a two-year, $10 million extension with the Blue Jackets on 
Dec. 31, 2020, only to be turned over to the Jets three weeks later. It was 
an exchange of the 2016 second-overall pick – Patrik Laine – and the 
2016 third-overall pick, Dubois. 

#NHLJets have acquired forward Pierre-Luc Dubois and a third-round 
pick in the 2022 #NHLDraft in exchange for forwards Patrik Laine and 
Jack Roslovic. 

DETAILS ➡ https://t.co/nh9a2XK00Z pic.twitter.com/xQAYVAysWb 

— Winnipeg Jets (@NHLJets) January 23, 2021 

Since Svechnikov was a second-overall pick himself in 2018, both 
Dubois and Laine, who both recently had signed extensions, make for 
good comparables. 

Dubois is also a center and was the No. 1 pivot for Columbus the last two 
seasons. While he saw a dip in production in his contract year in 2019-
20, he put on a strong showing with 10 points in 10 games in last 
season’s playoffs. It seems like that wasn’t enough to warrant a major 
contract, however, as his $5 million AAV, and two-year term, is the 
lowest among players on this list. 

RW Patrik Laine, Jets 

Signed two-year, $13.5 million contract in 2019 

The other side of the coin, Laine, also saw a dip in production during the 
season before his extension. He scored just 50 points in 2018-19, after 
netting 44 goals and 70 points the year before. Laine, similarly to Dubois, 
landed a two-year contract in September of 2019 worth $6.75 million 
annually. 

The now-Blue Jackets’ right winger bears few similarities to Svechnikov, 
apart from their knack for scoring. Laine may be a deadlier shooter, but 
Svechnikov has a more complete game. 

Bridge Deal vs. Long-Term Contract 

The difference in comparing Svechnikov to the players on this list is he 
hasn’t actually played out his contract year yet. Lack of consistency has 
plagued many players in this stage of their careers before, but 
Svechnikov has shown remarkable poise for a player at such a young 
age. And if the early goings of this season are any sign, confidence will 
not be an issue. 

It’s not uncommon for high-end players coming off their entry-level 
contracts to opt for short-term deals. These bridge contracts allow young 
players to prove they can meet, or even exceed, the expectations put on 
them. They’re also seen as low-risk from the general manager’s 
perspective, which can make complex negotiations, like Laine’s or 
Dubois’, easier to resolve. 

However, because Svechnikov is such an important gear in the 
Hurricanes’ machine, there may be incentive to get a long-term deal 
done now. 

Final Verdict 

As it stands, the Hurricanes will have a chunk of cap relief at the 
conclusion of the season. Pending UFAs include Ryan Dzingel, Brock 
McGinn, Jordan Martinook, James Reimer and Petr Mrazek. They all 
currently carry cap hits of $2 million or above. 

If the Hurricanes go the long-term route, Svechnikov could net anywhere 
from $7-9 million per season. If the Hurricanes want to be stingier, or in 
the event of a serious injury or other disruption of the season, they may 
prefer to go with a smaller bridge deal. In that case, the Hurricanes may 
try to bump that number below $7 million AAV. 

Andrei Svechnikov Carolina Hurricanes 

Svechnikov has all the tools needed to evolve into one of the league’s 
top forwards. If he remains healthy throughout the season, he should 
easily command a contract in the neighborhood of a Barzal, Tkachuk, or 
Connor. The only question then, will be the term. 

Signing pending UFA Dougie Hamilton will be the team’s other top 
priority. After Hamilton and Svechnikov are locked up, it’ll be up to 
general manager Don Waddell to decide which – if any – UFAs to retain 
with the remaining cap space. 

The Hurricanes’ only other area of concern is their goaltending. 
Assuming they can come to terms with Svechnikov and Hamilton, the 
rest of the team’s core will be locked up for the next several years. That’s 
why the events of the 2020-21 season will be so crucial for the future 
success of the Hurricanes’ franchise. 
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Welcome to the NHL, Steven Lorentz: ‘You root for guys like that’ 

 

By Sara Civian Jan 28, 2021  
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Some things just had to be different as Steven Lorentz made his NHL 
debut Thursday in front of a PNC Arena audience of cardboard cutouts, 
but he said it himself Wednesday: “Hockey is hockey.” 

So in that spirit, his rookie lap lived on. 

THE SOLO LAP FOR @SLORENTZ96     
PIC.TWITTER.COM/LSPIT61FLV 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) JANUARY 28, 2021 

He glanced at each corner of the arena while he made his rounds. That’s 
where he’d find his dad, Mark, in a parallel universe unaffected by 
COVID-19. In this universe, the Lorentzes — Mark, Karon and their three 
daughters — were hovered around their televisions Thursday, all the way 
out in locked-down Waterloo, Ontario. The “thousands” of people Mark 
says helped Steven along the way were watching, too, as the 24-year-old 
winger graduated from the ECHL, to the AHL, back to the ECHL, back to 
the AHL, to the taxi squad, to the show. 

“We want to be at the game so bad,” Mark said in an interview with The 
Athletic on Wednesday. “Stevie called today and I said, ‘Well, when you 
go out there tomorrow, you know where I’ll be, right?’ I always stood 
down in the corner, away from all the other parents. Early on when he 
was playing, because he was playing at a very high level and was 
successful, it was frustrating listening to what other parents would say, so 
I would just go to the other corner, like the far end, and just watch by 
myself. He got used to that. So I told him I’ll be there.” 

With five NHL regulars out of the Hurricanes lineup because of COVID-
19 protocol, Lorentz assumed a familiar role as next man up, this time to 
the left of Canes captain Jordan Staal. 

“The kid was great,” Staal said. “I could tell right away. He was feeling 
pretty comfortable, he’s got great speed. I just told him to use his legs. I 
was saying, ‘You go get the pucks and find me backdoor,’ just joking 
around with him. I think he had a great game. He skated well, made 
some great plays and did what he had to do.” 

Lorentz recorded 14:41 in ice time in the Hurricanes’ 1-0 overtime win 
against the Lightning, including a shot on goal, two hits and 38 seconds 
of work on the penalty kill. That penalty-kill opportunity is nothing to scoff 
at when your coach is Rod Brind’Amour, who clearly has taken a liking to 
the kid. 

“You talk to the guy, and you come away with a smile on your face. He’s 
just happy to be alive, happy to have this opportunity to play in the NHL,” 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “He wants to contribute. He doesn’t just 
want to check off the list that he played a game in the NHL. He wants to 
do something special. You root for guys like that.” 

It’s true — you’re taken aback by Lorentz’s radical positivity and 
enthusiasm. It’s contagious even via Zoom, even as he was about to 
embark on a moment he’d dreamed about since he was 4 years old, 
minus one minor detail: a pandemic. 

As Brind’Amour said, Lorentz’s journey is about more than just making 
the NHL. He’s pursuing something special. 

“Maybe it’s a chip on my shoulder, that internal drive that maybe sets me 
apart,” Lorentz said. “I’ve always kind of believed in myself. Maybe it’s 
cliche, but I just like coming to the rink with a happy, positive mindset.” 

Talk to his dad for a few minutes and you’ll understand why. 

It was Canada Day weekend 2015, so naturally, a Waterloo, Ontario, 
native family like the Lorentzes was at the cottage. Mark and Karon’s 
only son, whom they call Stevie, was suffering from a bit of tonsillitis and 
hanging out in the basement. Mark was listening to the NHL Draft on the 
radio, and he heard one of Steven’s juniors teammates, Brett Seney, get 
the call. 

“Stevie, you’re never going to believe it!” Mark said, yelling down to the 
basement. “Seney got drafted, and he’s going to the Devils.” 

About two minutes later, Steven walked up the stairs. 

“Yeah, you think that’s cool, Dad?” He grinned. “Well, I just got drafted.” 

Steven had been passed over in his first year of draft eligibility — and 
countless times before — because of his once-small stature. He’d always 
had an unmistakable vision and passion for the game, but as Mark put it, 
“the other guys started growing and he didn’t.” So the Peterborough 
Petes took him 226th in the 12th round of the 2012 OHL draft. And 
despite two solid years of playing with and against the best competition 
there is, Steven wasn’t taken in the 2014 NHL Draft. Even after stark 
improvement in the 2014-15 season, he didn’t make NHL Central 
Scouting’s final draft rankings (his buddy, Seney, was player No. 198 of 
210). 

“He was a late bloomer,” Mark explained. “My wife and I were also late 
bloomers. So all of the sudden boys are taller and bigger and stronger 
and faster, and (the OHL draft was) when things started to slow down a 
little bit. The odds of making it to that club in Peterborough? Slim to none. 
But he didn’t give up. 

“The first camp he went to, we sat at a table with one of the season ticket 
holders. One of the older guys looks over and goes, ‘Who’s this little 
fellow?’ 

“I go, ‘This is our son, he’s drafted to the Petes.’ 

“And he goes, ‘Really? He plays hockey?’ 

“Stevie was like 5-foot-9, 138 pounds, and the next morning he had to 
scrimmage with guys who were like 6-foot-3, 6-foot-4. I was thinking, ‘Oh, 
man, I hope he doesn’t get killed out here.’ 

“But he went out and he managed.” 

A young Steven Lorentz winning the “Ranger for a day” contest. 
(Courtesy of the Lorentz family) 

The Canes took a chance on the winger with a seventh-round pick, No. 
186, in the 2015 draft, and now he’s 6-4 and 205 pounds. 

On the eve of Lorentz’s NHL debut, his father recalled the moment he 
was drafted and got choked up, taking a few seconds to collect himself. 

“I’m sorry, it’s still emotional to this day,” he said. “It was amazing. His 
dream came true at that point. As we know, it’s still been a long, slow 
journey, but you know what? He works hard every day. He has a smile 
on his face every day. It’s not work to him — it’s a labor of love. He just 
does it because he loves it, and we’re so pleased.” 

Of all the things Mark is excited about as his son lives his dream, his 
favorite part of Steven’s NHL debut is simple: “Just how happy he’ll be,” 
he said. 

“At 4 years old, when most kids are saying they’d like to be a fireman or 
whatever, Stevie announced to us that he was going to play pro hockey. I 
chuckle because I had a sense of how hard that is. We tell all of our kids, 
like, ‘Dream. Change the world. Do whatever you want to do — but you 
gotta keep things in perspective.’ But no, he said right from the get-go, 
‘I’m going to do what it takes to make it,’ and hard work pays off.” 
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Stars notebook: Ty Dellandrea scores first NHL goal; Tanner Kero gets 
back on the board 

 

By Matthew DeFranks12:31 AM on Jan 29, 2021 CST 

 

It was a night of firsts at the American Airlines Center. 
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On the same night that goaltender Jake Oettinger notched his first NHL 
win in his first career start, forward Ty Dellandrea scored his first NHL 
goal in the third period of the Stars’ 7-3 win over Detroit on Thursday 
night. 

Dellandrea tapped in a Miro Heiskanen pass on the power play to give 
the Stars a 5-3 lead that snowballed into the final four-goal margin. After 
Dellandrea scored, he leapt into Heiskanen’s arms on the near boards. 

“It was a lot of emotion,” Dellandrea said. “Once I saw it going in, I was 
pretty pumped. It was an unbelievable play by Miro. Emotions took over, 
and gave him a big hug. Yeah, it was special.” 

For Dellandrea, it was a continuation of a strong first week in the NHL. 

Playing in the spot vacated by Blake Comeau (returning from COVID-19 
protocol), Dellandrea has been impressive on the checking line with 
Andrew Cogliano and Radek Faksa. He’s killed penalties, taken key 
faceoffs on the right side, and shown his penchant for two-way play all 
over the ice. 

On his goal, Dellandrea cut in from the back side after initially thinking 
Alexander Radulov was going to drop the pass to him. 

“As soon as he passed to Miro, I knew whoever was coming down had a 
shot or a back door pass, so I tried to get to the back door quick,” 
Dellandrea said. “It was a tight gap, but it was an incredible play by Miro.” 

Dellandrea was the team’s first-round pick in 2018, and was one of 10 
first-round picks in the Stars lineup Thursday, including seven they 
selected themselves. 

Coming in clutch: While Dellandrea scored, the play was driven by 
Heiskanen, who finished with three assists. After Detroit cut the lead to 4-
3, Heiskanen was the one that responded with a big play to give the 
Stars breathing room. 

“That’s what he does,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “It’s an amazing 
thing about Miro for a young player like this. When the game’s on the 
line, A. he wants to be out there and B. he just delivers. That was a 
phenomenal play. 

“We needed that goal, having given them the goals that we did in the 
third to allow them back in the game. We needed someone to step up 
and make a big play. Miro did that.” 

Heiskanen also assisted on Jamie Oleksiak’s goal from the point in the 
third period, and picked up the secondary assist on Joe Pavelski’s 
opening tally in the first period. 

In the opening week, Heiskanen has taken a back seat to teammate 
John Klingberg, who has lit up the scoreboard. But — as if it was in doubt 
— Heiskanen reminded the world that Dallas has two elite defensemen 
that can gobble up three-quarters of the game on their own. 

Kero back on the board: For the first time since Nov. 2017, forward 
Tanner Kero picked up an NHL point. In fact, he picked up two on 
Thursday with two assists. 

The first came on Pavelski’s goal after Kero corralled a puck in the 
neutral zone and then fed Pavelski for a one-timer. It was Pavelski’s 
fourth goal in four games, and it came on a play where Detroit 
defenseman Filip Hronek dared Kero to shoot by ceded him the shooting 
lane. 

“He’s hot right now, so you want to get [Pavelski] the puck for sure,” Kero 
said. “I usually think pass-first, so I think I was instantly thinking pass 
there versus the shot.” 

Kero is in the lineup due to a lower-body injury to Joel Kiviranta that has 
kept him out of the lineup the last three games, elevating Kero to play on 
the second line with Alexander Radulov and Pavelski. 
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‘A dream come true’: Jake Oettinger’s first NHL start in Stars’ win over 
Red Wings is only the beginning 

 

By Matthew DeFranks10:35 PM on Jan 28, 2021 CST 

 

On Thursday morning, before he exited American Airlines Center ice and 
hours before the Stars beat the Red Wings 7-3 to remain perfect, Jake 
Oettinger was a popular man. 

Stars goaltending coach Jeff Reese stopped by to say a few words. 
Coach Rick Bowness gave Oettinger a quick tap on the pads. Teammate 
Nick Caamano knelt beside him as Oettinger stretched in front of the 
Stars bench. 

By the end of the night, all of Oettinger’s teammates surrounded him 
after he picked up his first NHL win in his first career start. The 22-year-
old rookie made 20 saves on 23 Detroit shots, as seven different Stars 
scored goals. 

The win moved the Stars to 4-0-0 after the season’s first homestand, and 
Dallas is the last remaining perfect team in the NHL. 

“Very happy with that considering what we went through in training camp, 
considering the amount of injuries we have to key players,” Bowness 
said. “Give the credit to players who stepped in tonight and the whole 
homestand.” 

Joe Pavelski (fourth goal of the season), Denis Gurianov (third) and John 
Klingberg (second) continued their hot starts to the year, while Andrew 
Cogliano, Jamie Oleksiak, Ty Dellandrea and Justin Dowling (empty-
netter) scored their first goals of 2020-21. 

It was the first goal of Dellandrea’s NHL career. 

“That’s Jake’s first win of many to come in his career, and Ty’s first goal 
of many to come in his career,” Bowness said. “It’s nice that they got 
them both in the same night. Both of them are a huge part of this 
organization as we move forward, and it’s great to see them get that 
behind them.” 

Dallas killed six of seven penalties, but the Stars’ penalties gave Detroit 
life during a game in which the Red Wings finished with just 13 shots on 
goal at 5 on 5. 

The Stars largely stifled the Red Wings in Oettinger’s debut, with two of 
Detroit’s goals coming off rebounds at the net-front, and the other on a 
deflected point shot. They didn’t ask Oettinger to be the best player on 
the ice during his first NHL start, and they survived a third-period push by 
the Red Wings that sullied Oettinger’s overall stat line. 

“For the most part, I was happy with how it went,” Oettinger said. “I’m just 
happy to get the first one behind me and just continue to build confidence 
every time I’m in there. Thankfully, the guys played so well in front of me 
and made my job really easy tonight. If we keep playing like that, then 
we’re going to keep getting wins. 

“I was just happy to be out there, and really a dream come true.” 

The Stars will need Oettinger this season. 

Thanks to the condensed schedule — tightened further by a preseason 
coronavirus outbreak in Dallas — and Ben Bishop’s recovery from knee 
surgery, Oettinger will receive a decent amount of starts to spell Anton 
Khudobin. Dallas figures to split every back-to-back between Khudobin 
and Oettinger, beginning with this weekend’s in Carolina. 

And for a starting goalie who has never been a No. 1 in the NHL (like 
Khudobin), having a backup to give him a rest will be critical as the Stars 
try to lock down a playoff spot with Bishop out until March. 
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This season should also be big for Oettinger’s future. He is regarded as 
the successor to Bishop, and one of the best young goaltenders in the 
game. Next season, if Khudobin is taken by Seattle in the expansion 
draft, Oettinger could again be the Stars’ No. 2 goalie. 

Oettinger has the pedigree to be the next great Stars goalie to follow the 
lineage from Moog to Belfour to Turco to Lehtonen to Bishop. 

He played for the United States in the World Junior Championship. He 
was a first-round pick in 2017. He played three seasons at Boston 
University. He led all AHL rookies last season in save percentage. And 
like seemingly all rookie goalies now, he’s big at 6-5. 

The goalie in the crease Thursday is far from the finished product the 
Stars expect out of the 22-year-old. But getting his first NHL start is the 
beginning. 

“We certainly didn’t want to let him sit here too long,” Bowness said 
before the game. “He’s got to play. He’s going to play games, as we 
talked about before the season started. Tonight’s his opportunity. Listen, 
we’re all looking forward to seeing him play. He’s a great kid, a great 
prospect and he needs to play.” 
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Stars forwards Jamie Benn, Blake Comeau to miss Thursday’s game 
against Detroit 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 4:25 PM on Jan 28, 2021 CST 

 

Stars forwards Jamie Benn (lower-body) and Blake Comeau (returning 
from COVID-19 protocol) will miss Thursday’s game against Detroit, 
head coach Rick Bowness said. 

Roope Hintz (lower-body) could be a game-time decision. 

The Stars placed Benn on injured reserve Thursday afternoon and 
recalled Rhett Gardner and Joel L’Esperance. Since Benn last played in 
the season opener on Jan. 22, he is eligible to play Saturday in Carolina. 

Benn, Comeau and Hintz all skated Thursday morning, encouraging 
signs for a team that has had to reach deep into the taxi squad to fill its 
roster. 

Hello, darkness: Thursday will be the first time the Stars wear their 
Blackout third uniforms, featuring all black numbering and lettering, 
outlined in neon green. Dallas will wear the sets for 10 home games this 
season. 

“I think they’re cool,” Denis Gurianov said. “Kind of sick. I’m excited.” 

Bowness’ wife Judy made sure he was ready for when the Stars broke 
them out. 

“Judy went out and bought me a new tie to match,” Bowness said. “I like 
the uniforms. I think they’re great, they look great. I think I’m wearing my 
green tie tonight. Whatever she leaves out when I go home, I wear. She 
was out looking for that green tie.” 

Scouting Gurianov: Teams have caught on to Gurianov and his one-timer 
from the right circle on the power play. In Tuesday’s overtime win over 
Detroit, Gurianov had three slap shots blocked by Red Wings defenders 
on the power play. 

Overall, of Gurianov’s 16 shots attempts on the power play, 12 have 
been slap shots. 

“They’re prescouting him pretty good now, too, if you notice how many 
times the shot’s been blocked the last couple of games,” Bowness said. 

“Laxy talked to him this morning. We’re going to have to make a few 
adjustments. He’s very comfortable over there. He is a threat over there, 
and they’re well aware of where he is.” 

Gurianov’s shot is arguably the best on the team, and was a weapon last 
season and in the playoffs (remember the series-clincher against 
Vegas?). But the Stars understand that just the threat of the shot is 
enough to open up other options on the power play. Cross-ice seam 
passes come into play, as do shot-passes to the front of the net. 

“The D is coming right out on him,” Bowness said. “But when they do 
that, that opens other opportunities. We’ll have to try to expose those 
other opportunities. But he’s a threat over there and you can never take 
that away from him.” 

Gurianov said: “Some teams will kind of go on me and they know I’m 
going to shoot, maybe I won’t have a chance to shoot.” 
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Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger to make first NHL start Thursday vs. Red 
Wings 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 4:20 PM on Jan 28, 2021 CST 

 

The future is now? 

Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger will make his first career NHL start on 
Thursday night against Detroit, the first of many for the 22-year-old rookie 
that has become Dallas’ backup goaltender with Ben Bishop hurt. 

Oettinger, a 2017 first-round pick, is widely regarded as the goaltender of 
the future in Dallas and will get his fair share of chances for the Stars in 
the shortened and condensed regular season. 

“We certainly didn’t want to let him sit here too long,” Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. “He’s got to play. He’s going to play games, as we talked 
about before the season started. Tonight’s his opportunity. Listen, we’re 
all looking forward to seeing him play. He’s a great kid, a great prospect 
and he needs to play.” 

Oettinger played in two playoff games last fall during the Stars’ run to the 
Stanley Cup Final, but entered when games were already out of hand in 
the third period. Thursday night will be his first start since March 10 with 
AHL affiliate Texas. 

Among AHL rookies last season, Oettinger was first in save percentage 
(.917) and second in goals against average (2.57). The 6-5 goalie played 
three years at Boston University before turning pro. 

“Some guys are nervous and they get better as their careers go on,” 
Bowness said of rookie goaltenders. “Some guys it doesn’t rattle 
whatsoever. We won’t know that until we see Jake play tonight.” 

Projected Stars lineup Thursday vs. Detroit, 7:30 p.m. 

Tanner Kero – Joe Pavelski – Alexander Radulov 

Jason Dickinson – Justin Dowling – Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano – Radek Faksa – Ty Dellandrea 

Nick Caamano – Rhett Gardner – Joel L’Esperance 

Esa Lindell – John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak – Miro Heiskanen 

Andrej Sekera – Mark Pysyk 

Jake Oettinger 
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Anton Khudobin 

Scratches: Roope Hintz (lower-body), Taylor Fedun, Joel Hanley. 

Taxi squad: Jason Robertson, Thomas Harley, Julius Honka, Landon 
Bow. 

IR and non-roster: Jamie Benn (lower-body), Blake Comeau (returning 
from COVID-19 protocol), Joel Kiviranta (lower-body), Tyler Seguin (hip), 
Stephen Johns (head), Ben Bishop (knee). 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 01.29.2021 

1200698 Dallas Stars 

 

Why Rick Bowness’ coaching style will continue to be integral to Stars’ 
success 

 

By Saad Yousuf Jan 28, 2021  

  

When the Dallas Stars entered the COVID-19 pause last March on an 0-
6 run, it seemed like a longshot that Rick Bowness would shed his 
interim label and become the head coach in Dallas. Things changed 
once the Stars entered the bubble. Circumstances were different, 
including compressed schedules, silent arenas and team personnel 
isolated from the wider world. 

The Stars thrived in that world, coming two games short of lifting 
hockey’s ultimate prize. Bowness got a lot of the credit – and a new 
contract. He was an experienced hockey mind, respected in his own 
locker room and opposing locker rooms alike. He put the person in front 
of the player. For that team, in that situation, Bowness was the perfect 
head coach. 

It’s a new season, and not much has changed. When healthy, the roster 
is mostly unaltered from the one that made last season’s Stanley Cup 
Final. Players aren’t in a bubble, while a few thousand fans scatter the 
American Airlines Center to watch the Stars, but COVID-19 is still 
shaping the NHL season. That means Bowness’ style once again will be 
critical to the Stars’ success. 

Bowness is a players’ coach, a rather odd title for somebody who 
celebrated his 66th birthday this week. You won’t find him scrolling 
through Tik Tok in the locker room or playing video games with his team, 
but his players readily admit they enjoy being coached by him and want 
to win for him. He doesn’t run the team as a dictatorship. While 
delegating to assistant coaches is one thing, Bowness displays a high 
level of trust with the players, too. That’s not just limited to the leadership 
group but the entire roster, from top to bottom. 

The Stars have already been slammed with adversity this season, 
despite starting 3-0-0 for the first time in over a decade. Beyond the 
training camp COVID-19 outbreak, Dallas has been eaten up by the 
injury bug. After entering the season without their top goaltender (Ben 
Bishop) and top center (Tyler Seguin), the Stars have played games 
without Jamie Benn, Roope Hintz, Joel Kiviranta and Blake Comeau. 
They’ve asked a defenseman to play forward and AHL talent to play NHL 
games. Bowness’ ability to remain patient and consistent with his players 
as they work through them is arguably just as important as the team’s 
ability to win during this stretch. 

In Friday’s season opener, Benn suffered a knee injury that required a 
slow trip down the tunnel. He came back to finish the second period but 
was ruled out for the final frame and missed the two subsequent games. 
Though he didn’t play Tuesday night, Benn skated that morning. He felt 
better at practice on Wednesday, but Bowness noted in an appearance 
on 96.7/1310 The Ticket that he anticipated Benn returning over the 
weekend, saying it was “very doubtful” that Benn plays Thursday night 
against the Detroit Red Wings. 

Hintz participated in morning skate on Tuesday after playing the first two 
games of the season. Something felt off, so he told Bowness and did not 
play Tuesday night. Bowness said it was the “right decision” to hold Hintz 
out of the game. Kiviranta got hurt in practice on Saturday and was 
placed on IR, eliminating the possibility of him playing until at least 
Saturday’s road-opener. 

Injuries are part of hockey but the approach to returning from injuries 
often varies. Players can sometimes feel pressure from the organization 
to return as soon as they can contribute, even if it’s in a limited capacity. 
Sometimes, as was the case with Seguin’s run in the bubble, the player’s 
competitiveness overtakes dealing with the injury responsibly. Given 
Benn’s history of playing through injuries, it’s important to manage his 
return with an eye on his long-term future. Hintz not feeling the pressure 
to play through his ailment and be transparent about his limitations is 
also important. In both cases, it’s best for the player and the team to take 
the time to recover. It’s a tone set from the top. 

“We’re not going to put a player on the ice that hasn’t had good practice 
time and doesn’t feel good about their game,” Bowness said. “If they 
need additional practices, they’re going to get it. No one is going on that 
ice unless they’re 100 percent and ready to go.” 

Considering the tight schedule that comes with this unique season, 
injuries may be a bigger factor than in years past. Fatigue will almost 
certainly be at a higher rate than in previous seasons. Bowness has 
established an understanding with the players that if they come to the 
rink and feel tired, they need to tell the coaches and take the day off. 

“Managing our schedule is going to be a huge part of any success we’re 
going to have this year,” Bowness said. “We’ve got to get it right … 
They’re the ones that know how they feel, they’re the ones that know if 
they’re feeling fatigued and we’ll give them a day off.” 

Whether it was the player’s call or the team’s decision, players have had 
maintenance-related days off. Thirty-four-year-old goaltender Anton 
Khudobin has started the first three games but hasn’t practiced on days 
in-between. Thirty-four-year-old forward Alexander Radulov didn’t 
practice Wednesday after playing the first three games. Keeping players 
fresh is as important as keeping them healthy, and Bowness allows that 
to be a collaborative effort. It comes from a high level of trust fostered 
between the coach and players. 

“We have great rapport with our players, and we trust our players, and 
they trust us,” Bowness said. “You’ve got to build that trust between your 
players and your coaching staff. You know me, I’m very big on the 
communication from our coaches to our players. The players have to feel 
free to talk to us and (say) whatever’s on their mind. We just go by that. If 
a player’s not well, he’ll tell us, and we trust him. 

“They’re men. They’re pros. They know how to act and how to behave 
and know what their responsibilities are. If they’re not up to 100 percent, 
they have to put the team first. That’s what we all do here, we’re a family 
… If you’re not up to snuff then you have to let us know so we don’t hurt 
the team. We play the guys that are feeling a little better.” 

This season will require teams to play games within the game, and player 
management is at the top of the list. Dallas won’t always be able to ride a 
depleted roster to winning streaks and astounding power play 
performances. Winning masks a lot of deficiencies, and the Stars have 
had that luxury while battling the early season-adversity. At some point 
during the season, the circumstances are bound to change. No matter 
what they are, Bowness has shown that his approach will be unwavering. 
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Blackhawks sign Madison Bowey to two-year contract, providing 
defensive depth and expansion-draft insurance 
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The contract carries a mild $725,000 cap hit and gives the Blackhawks 
an easy defenseman to expose to Seattle. 

 

By Ben Pope 

 

The Blackhawks finally added another depth defenseman to their system 
Thursday, signing former Capitals and Red Wings defenseman Madison 
Bowey. 

Bowey’s two-year contract is two-way for this season — and he was on 
waivers Thursday, so he likely will be assigned to the taxi squad or the 
American Hockey League on Friday — but becomes one-way next 
season. It carries a manageable $725,000 cap hit. 

Bowey, 25, is rather experienced, however. He has appeared in 154 NHL 
games, compared with only 10 AHL games, in the last three seasons. 

The 6-2, 202-pounder had three goals and 14 assists in 53 games for the 
Red Wings last season, but he also had an ugly 42.6% on-ice scoring-
chance ratio (although that was fairly typical for the Red Wings). 

He was a second-round draft pick by the Capitals in 2013 and once was 
considered a decent prospect. 

It has seemed plausible for a while that the Hawks would bolster their 
organizational defensive depth. They entered Thursday with only 13 
defensemen under NHL contract, and two of them (Brent Seabrook with 
a back injury and Adam Boqvist with COVID-19) are out. Plus, only three 
(Connor Murphy, Ian Mitchell and Alec Regula) of the 11 active ones are 
right-handed shots, as Bowey is. 

The Rockford IceHogs opened their training camp this week with only 
eight defensemen, and only three of them are on NHL contracts. 

But the biggest benefit derived from signing Bowey — and the obvious 
reason his contract is for two years — is the upcoming Seattle Kraken 
expansion draft. 

Every team, including the Hawks, will be required to expose at least one 
experienced defenseman. Bowey will meet the experience parameters 
after one more NHL game, according to CapFriendly. He would be a no-
brainer for exposure. 

Murphy is the only other Hawks defenseman eligible for exposure who 
currently meets the parameters. Nikita Zadorov would meet them once 
he is re-signed for next season, and Calvin de Haan would meet them if 
he plays in 32 of the Hawks’ remaining 48 games. But the Hawks well 
might want to protect all three of those guys or look to deal one or two of 
them for future assets before the trade deadline April 12. 
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Daniel Carcillo, ex-Blackhawks enforcer-turned-CEO, hopes to heal 
fellow TBI survivors with psilocybin mushrooms 

The former Blackhawks enforcer used psilocybin to recover from 
concussions suffered during his NHL career. Now he’s the CEO of a 
company that just raised $4 million and begins preclinical trials this year. 

 

By Ben Pope Jan 28, 2021, 6:30am CST 

 

Six years ago, Daniel Carcillo retired from the NHL and the Blackhawks. 

Two years ago, having made essentially no progress recovering from the 
many traumatic brain injuries (or TBI) he suffered during his playing 
career, Carcillo hit rock bottom. 

Now, Carcillo feels largely healed, healthy and happy. He’s the CEO of a 
new company he co-founded, Wesana Health, that just closed on $4 
million in financing. 

And in 10 to 12 weeks, Wesana will begin preclinical trials on psychedelic 
drug-assisted therapy — primarily using a compound found in psilocybin 
mushrooms — as a means of treating TBI-related depression. 

But Carcillo still wants to accomplish more. This isn’t the peak. 

“Too often, TBI survivors are wanting to get back to the person that they 
were before the injury,” Carcillo, who turned 36 on Thursday, said this 
week. “I’m hoping to show people that you can get better because I’ve 
never felt better in my life. 

“When I started this years ago, I had this thought that I want to try to help 
a million people, and I’ll do anything I can to try to get there. I think this 
has a real shot.” 

Wesana — which combines the English word “we” and the Latin word 
“sana,” meaning “healthy” — has applied for regulatory approval with the 
FDA and Health Canada. The goal is to eventually make these 
treatments widely available to all TBI victims. 

Once preclinical trials on animals can prove psilocybin’s safety, which 
Carcillo is extremely confident will happen based on pre-existing data 
and his personal experiences, Wesana plans to begin human clinical 
trials in the first quarter of 2022. 

Those personal experiences began after a long, frustrating search. 

From 2015 to 2019, Carcillo tried every type of recognized TBI treatment, 
particularly those that seek to identify and treat regions of the brain 
damaged by concussions through eye exercises. He got nowhere. 

“I got to a point where I spent $200,000,” he said. “I was extremely angry 
and frustrated and hopeless. When hopelessness creeps in, the No. 1 
cause of death after TBI is suicide, so I started to make plans.” 

Then a former NHL teammate reached out and introduced him to 
psilocybin, sometimes colloquially called magic mushrooms. Psilocybin 
can create new neurons and new neural pathways in the brain, 
stimulating concussion-affected areas and reversing destructive, habitual 
thought processes. 

Carcillo started a regimen that includes occasional big doses of the 
hallucinogen, which create the new pathways, and regular non-
hallucinogenic “micro-doses,” which maintain those pathways. 

“I’ve always been tracking with [brain scans] and blood work, and once I 
got to the six-month mark and confirmed I don’t have any abnormalities 
anymore and that my blood work was clear, I knew right then and there 
that this is going to be the first novel TBI care option,” he said. 

Now 18 months in, he’s still seeing normal scans and clean blood tests. 

But maintaining this level of strong mental health requires significant 
work and intentionality on his part. He’s quick to clarify that psilocybin is 
not a “miracle drug”; it doesn’t work entirely on its own. 

“It works in the individual for what the individual wants,” he said. “It’s 
been nothing short of life-changing.” 

Having stabilized his own health, Carcillo has turned his focus toward 
helping others and growing Wesana. 

Alongside co-founder Chad Bronstein, who provides the entrepreneurial 
expertise to balance Carcillo’s not-so-helpful-now sports background — 
Carcillo says his hockey-enforcer career made him “a person that I 
despised” — the company has quickly become one of the fastest-growing 
in the psychedelics realm. 

Carcillo’s opinion of his former self somewhat aligns with the contentious 
nature of his relationship with the NHL since his retirement. 

The 429-game veteran and two-time Stanley Cup winner has frequently 
criticized the league and the Hawks for mishandling and downplaying 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2021 

 

concussions, such as that of former Hawks defenseman Steve Montador, 
whose 2015 death weighed heavily on him. Carcillo and another ex-
Hawk, Nick Boynton, filed a lawsuit in 2018 alleging the NHL withheld 
information about TBI from players. 

Wesana’s potential to create positive change, though, has inspired 
Carcillo to try to bridge that gap. 

He recently spoke with Glenn Healy, director of the NHL Alumni 
Association, and has a meeting scheduled next week with the 
association’s medical staff. 

“I know that there’s former guys suffering, [and] I know we can help 
guys,” Carcillo said. “This is all very new to them, so if you present 
everything in the right way and let them make a decision, hopefully we 
have a good shot at helping that community.” 

Carcillo also sees psilocybin treatments as possibly helpful for NFL 
players, NASCAR drivers, UFC and MMA fighters — one of Wesana’s 
executives is Ian McCall, a former MMA champion — and other pro 
athletes. 

The largest demographics suffering from TBI-related depression are not 
athletes, though, but rather military veterans, domestic- and child-abuse 
victims, car-accident survivors and elderly people recovering from falls. 

Carcillo wants to start making the potential of psilocybin be about those 
untreated millions, not himself. 

But having completed a remarkable recovery from a near-death period of 
his life and having repurposed himself from on-ice villain to CEO, he 
wouldn’t mind if his personal journey became inspirational for others, too. 

“One of my biggest dreams is to show people, especially current players, 
you don’t have to be labeled a hockey player for the rest of your life,” 
Carcillo said. “I’m Daniel, and I played hockey. I’m not Daniel, the hockey 
player.” 
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Bowman downplays rumors, says everything remains status quo with 
Toews 

Despite rumors swirling to the contrary, everything remains status quo 
with the Chicago Blackhawks' Jonathan Toews, GM Stan Bowman said. 
The team captain is still dealing with an undisclosed illness and doing his 
best to try to return to the game he loves. 

 

John Dietz 

 

The rumor mill surrounding Jonathan Toews has been swirling for weeks. 

Amateur doctors everywhere have myriad theories as to what is ailing the 
Blackhawks' captain. 

It's unfair, irresponsible and not right. 

Look, everyone is hoping Toews will be OK and that whatever he is going 
through is not a serious long-term issue. You don't have to be a hockey 
fan to understand that. 

You just have to be human. 

There's some scary speculation as to what Toews is suffering from, but 
thankfully, Blackhawks general manager and president of hockey 
operations Stan Bowman said it's all not true. 

Everything remains status quo -- Toews is still dealing with an 
undisclosed illness and wants to return to the Hawks when healthy. 

"He seems to be trying to get himself back to where he can rejoin the 
team, but as far as when that would happen, he doesn't even know," said 
Bowman, who is in touch with Toews but is also not hounding his 
superstar on a daily basis. "It's not like we have information that we're not 
sharing. It's a situation where it's just the great unknown when he'll be 
feeling ready to play hockey again. ... 

"I've found over the years when players are not with the team, the best 
thing to do is to give them their space; not to be bothering them regularly 
like, 'How are you feeling?' Just knowing Jonathan the way I do, when 
he's ready to come back, he'll be back." 

On December 29, less than a week before training camp started, the 
Hawks released a statement stating that Toews was experiencing 
symptoms that left him "feeling drained and lethargic." Toews thanked 
the fans, Bowman, Rocky Wirtz, Jeremy Colliton and his teammates, and 
also asked for privacy as he focused "on my health and recovery." 

Toews had been experiencing these symptoms for quite some time, 
possibly as far back as when the Hawks were taking part in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs in Edmonton last August. 

"As far as when it exactly started, I don't know," Bowman said. "When the 
time is right, I'm sure he'll share the timeline of things. 

"It wasn't a sudden thing where he woke up one day and wasn't feeling 
right. It was kind of one of those gradual things (where) you can't pinpoint 
the actual day it began." 

Bowman understands the fans' concerns and that it's human nature to 
speculate -- especially when someone is dealing with an unknown 
illness. 

"When a guy blocks a shot or has a knee-on-knee collision or falls on 
their shoulder and then they're out, not only do you know what's wrong 
but you saw the play happen," Bowman said. "Everyone has an easier 
time with that. 

"When it's something like this -- where it's not one thing you can point to -
- it just leads to people wondering. 'Gee, what is it? What happened?' 

"I get it. I totally get it." 

How is Seabrook doing? 

In addition to the Jonathan Toews mystery, everyone wants to know what 
is going on with Brent Seabrook. The last time we saw the veteran 
defenseman was last July as the Hawks were preparing to take on 
Edmonton in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Seabrook did not travel to the Edmonton bubble, but he did speak to us 
for nearly 20 minutes about how excited he was about the 2020-21 
campaign. 

"I still think that I'm one of the best defensemen in this locker room," he 
said. "If given the chance and the opportunities that some guys get then I 
think I would definitely be able to live up to those expectations and 
exceed them. ... 

"I'm looking forward to camp next year." 

Unfortunately for Seabrook, he tweaked his back the first time he went on 
the ice in early January. He's remained on injured reserve and has only 
been back on the ice a couple of times since. 

Stan Bowman saw Seabrook on Thursday but wasn't sure if he was 
going to attempt to skate. 

"I don't know if you've ever had back problems, but I have. It just comes 
on out of nowhere," Bowman said. "He's been dealing with that ever 
since. I think he's improving, but it's not like he's ready to jump into 
practice tomorrow. 

"He had been really ready to go and he was feeling great. Now he's 
taken a step backward. ... Once he does get back to skating then he's 
gonna have to catch up and build himself up." 
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If Seabrook returns, he'll attempt to crack a blue line that includes 
Duncan Keith, Connor Murphy, Calvin de Haan, Nikita Zadorov, Ian 
Mitchell, Lucas Carlsson, Nicolas Beaudin and Adam Boqvist (once 
Boqvist is out of COVID-19 protocol). 
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Blackhawks sign defenseman Madison Bowey to 2-year deal 

 

John Dietz 

 

The Blackhawks signed defenseman Madison Bowey to a two-year 
contract Thursday. 

Year one of the contract is a two-way deal ($700,000 NHL/$200,000 
AHL) and transitions to a one-way deal ($750,000) in the 2021-2022 
season. 

Bowey, 25, was a second-round pick (53rd overall) of Washington in 
2013 and played 84 games for the Capitals. He was on the 2018 winning 
Stanley Cup team, and was traded to Detroit in February 2019. 

He scored 3 goals and had 14 assists for the Red Wings in 53 games 
last season while averaging nearly 18 minutes of ice time. 

He has 5 goals and 34 assists in 154 regular-season NHL games. 
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Hagel, Lankinen stand out in Blackhawks' shootout loss 

 

Hawks Insider 

 

The Blackhawks were not happy with their effort in Tuesday's 3-2 
overtime loss to the Nashville Predators. They felt better about their 
performance on Wednesday but still found themselves on the losing end, 
falling 2-1 in a shootout. 

The good news is, the Blackhawks were able to pick up at least a point 
for the fifth straight game, which is certainly notable in a 56-game sprint 
of a season. The bad news is, the Blackhawks have lost three of those 
five games in overtime or a shootout and would prefer to turn those into 
wins, especially since each game is against a divisional opponent. 

But there were two positives that shouldn't get overlooked in 
Wednesday's loss: Brandon Hagel and Kevin Lankinen each had the 
best game of their young NHL careers. 

Lankinen turned aside 41 of 42 shots for a save percentage of .976 and 
has given up only four 5-on-5 goals in four starts this season. He picked 
up exactly where he left off over the weekend and continues to impress. 

"I’ve been preparing for this opportunity for a long time," Lankinen said. 
"I've been working extremely hard throughout my career to get a chance 
to play in the NHL. I’ve been ready, I’ve just been waiting for the right 
chance. I feel good out there. I’m just happy to get better every day and 
every single experience is a new one and I’m going to get better every 
single night." 

Lankinen was asked whether he's surprised about his hot start and 
confidently admitted "I don't think so." Head coach Jeremy Colliton 
endorses that belief. 

"He does have a quiet confidence about him and he’s not surprised," 
Colliton said. "He’s telling the truth there, and that’s great. You love the 
little bit of swagger that he has. It’ll transfer to the team." 

Hagel, on the other hand, was one of the beneficiaries of the Blackhawks 
rolling with 11 forwards and seven defensemen on Wednesday. He 
logged a career-high 15:50 of ice time, recorded his first career NHL 
assist, and had eight controlled exits, according to Sportlogiq, which 
ranked second-best on the team; only Patrick Kane (12) had more. 

"I think it’s going pretty well obviously but I’m just taking it game by 
game," Hagel said of his progression. "I know I've just got to be good 
every single night and I don’t want to worry about long term or what’s 
next or what's going to happen in a week or if I’m in the lineup tomorrow 
or the next game or the next game. 

"It’s nice to get a little rhythm playing four or five straight, whatever it is, 
but so far I think I’m just bringing it every night and that’s what I need to 
do to be good." 

Hagel spent most of his even-strength minutes on the fourth line with 
Ryan Carpenter and David Kampf, but he was also rewarded by jumping 
into the top-six at different times as well. He played several shifts with 
Patrick Kane and Dylan Strome separately and certainly didn't look out of 
place. 

"He’s sure playing well and it’s exciting," Colliton said. "He's a second-
year pro here and he's really taken hold of the opportunity and does a lot 
of things you like, just pressure on the puck, great forechecker, forces 
turnovers. He is relentless. He’s done a lot of nice things with the puck, 
too. He's skated it from D-zone, entered clean, made some plays. He 
made a real nice play on the goal. And there’s more there." 
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What Madison Bowey signing means for Blackhawks 

 

Hawks Insider 

 

The Blackhawks have agreed to terms with defenseman Madison Bowey 
on a two-year contract that runs through the 2021-22 season, the team 
announced Thursday. His cap hit is $725,000. 

The first year of his contract is a two-way deal ($700,000 NHL and 
$200,000 AHL) and the second year transitions to a one-way deal 
($750,000). 

Bowey, 25, is coming off a season in which he recorded a career-high 14 
assists and 17 points in 53 games for the Detroit Red Wings. He was 
also a member of the 2018 Stanley Cup champion Washington Capitals, 
where he posted 12 points (all assists) in 51 games. 

Bowey was immediately placed on waivers by the Blackhawks, who will 
likely send him to the taxi squad or Rockford IceHogs if/when he clears 
and serve as an insurance policy and depth option with Nick Seeler no 
longer in the mix after his contract was terminated because he did not 
report to his AHL assignment. 

Bowey, who was originally drafted by the Capitals in the second round 
(No. 53 overall) of the 2013 NHL Draft, is a right-handed shot 
defenseman, too, which the Blackhawks are lacking right now with the 
absences of Adam Boqvist (COVID-19 protocol) and Brent Seabrook 
(back injury). 

By playing in one more NHL game, Bowey would also meet the 
expansion draft criteria for the Blackhawks. As of Thursday, Connor 
Murphy is the only one who can be exposed, according to Cap Friendly. 
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Duncan Keith and Seabrook have a no-movement clause and Calvin de 
Haan and Nikita Zadorov have not yet met the exposure requirement. 

Bowey, at the very least, will stabilize Rockford's defensive depth and is 
the type of player who can give you a spot start at the NHL level when 
needed. 
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Texier's goal, Roslovic's debut, Merzlikins' winning gamble, and the 
power play awakens 

The Blue Jackets finally won a game that went beyond regulation thanks 
to Texier's 'ridiculous' goal, and Elvis Merzlikins' goaltending. 

 

BILL RABINOWITZ  

 

Extra time had not been kind to the Blue Jackets this season until 
Thursday. 

They’d lost their three previous games that went beyond regulation. On 
Tuesday, Florida scored with 2.5 seconds left to send the game to 
overtime and won in a shootout. 

Columbus coach John Tortorella was so displeased with his team’s 
performance that he found it hard to quibble about the blown lead. Take 
the one point and sprint for the doors before the hockey gods reconsider, 
he essentially said. 

On Thursday, the Jackets played considerably better, but again they and 
the Panthers couldn’t settle things in regulation or overtime. But this time 
Tortorella believed his team got the outcome it deserved when Alexandre 
Texier scored the game-winner in the fourth round of the shootout for a 
3-2 victory. 

Texier’s goal was a thing of understated beauty. As he skated in on 
Florida’s Chris Driedger, he stick-handled until almost casually gliding a 
one-handed backhander between the goalie’s legs. 

"I was shaking my head," said center Max Domi. "I think the whole bench 
was shaking our heads. That's absolutely off the charts, that move there. 
It's pretty ridiculous.” 

Here are four takeaways from the game: 

Redemption for Texier 

Texier getting the game-winner had to feel particularly sweet because his 
error set up Florida’s first goal. With Columbus leading 1-0 in the second 
period, the center’s soft pass trying to get out of the defensive zone was 
stolen by Anthony Duclair. The former Jacket bore in on Elvis Merzlikins, 
who stopped his shot. But Carter Verhaeghe pounced on the rebound 
and lifted it into the open net. 

At just 21, Texier has been thrust into a prominent role as a top-six 
center and has answered the challenge. 

“He's been a really good player, probably our most consistent guy,” 
Tortorella said. “(But) he turns one over to cost us the goal. Gladly, he 
got an opportunity to redeem himself -- and it was a great goal.” 

Roslovic’s debut 

Columbus native Jack Roslovic made his Blue Jackets debut on 
Thursday following his acquisition Saturday from Winnipeg in the Pierre-
Luc Dubois trade.  He took the opening faceoff at center on a line with 
Cam Atkinson and Boone Jenner and played 14:14 without registering a 
shot. 

“I was super-excited to come in and just get my feet back under me and 
play a game,” said Roslovic, who had been staying in Columbus as a 
restricted free agent holdout until the trade. “It's nice to just be in the 
National Hockey League playing for points and playing with a team that 
has a really good mentality and works hard and has fun. I think we did all 
that tonight and I did that, too.” 

Asked for his first impressions of Roslovic, Tortorella said he’d need to 
Watch video to give a more comprehensive opinion. 

“You can see that he can skate,” Tortorella said. “He can make some 
plays. There's no sense of me going any further than that. I want to watch 
him play a few games.” 

Merzlikins sharp 

Columbus goaltender Elvis Merzlikins stopped 33 of 35 shots, as well as 
all four in the shootout. But he isn’t satisfied with his game. 

“Honestly, I don't feel yet (like) myself,” Merzlikins said. “I'm still making 
little mistakes.” 

He mentioned the second goal he gave up, in which he couldn’t snare 
and then locate the rebound off a shot by Anton Stralman.  Eetu 
Luostarine then poked it in. 

“I can do better on that one,” Merzlikins said. “That's good that there is 
bad things. There is a lot to work on, so I just want to focus on that.” 

Merzlikins stopped Duclair, Jonathan Huberdeau, Frank Vatrano and 
Patric Hornqvist in the shootout. But he’s ambivalent about shootouts. 

“It's like gambling,” Merzlikins said. “Either you're lucky or you're not. 
Tonight, luck was in my on my side so I'm happy about that. I like them 
when I win. When I lose them, I hate them.” 

Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo have been sharing time in net for 
Columbus, an arrangement that Tortorella repeated would continue. 

“Both of our goalies have been unbelievable,” Domi said. “In my opinion, 
we have the best tandem in the league. You have two No. 1 goalies so 
it’s great. Our group really thrives off that.” 

Power play awakens 

The power play has been a source of criticism for Columbus since, well, 
when did the franchise start to play? 

For the last few years, in particular, the man advantage has sometimes 
felt like a disadvantage because of the futility and stunted momentum 
from it. This year, the Jackets had scored only one goal in 19 power 
plays entering Thursday. 

But that unit finally delivered in the third period. Domi won the draw to 
defenseman Zach Werenski, who then gave it back to Domi. The center 
fired a laser past Driedger to give Columbus a 2-1 lead. 

It was such a hard shot that it wasn’t initially clear that the puck had gone 
under the crossbar. The puck bounced back, and Oliver Bjorkstrand shot 
it back in the net just in case. 

“Obviously, we’ve been struggling a little bit, but that’s how it goes,” Domi 
said. “Peaks and valleys. Sometimes you’ve just got to simplify. That’s a 
great pass by Zach, right in the wheelhouse. You’ve got to hit the net and 
hit it as hard as you can. We’ll build on that, for sure.” 

On the Blue Jackets’ next power play, they almost got another goal when 
Werenski hit the post. 

“Yeah, they were better tonight,” Tortorella said of his power-play 
skaters. 
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Texier's 'ridiculous' shootout goal gives Blue Jackets 3-2 victory 

 

BILL RABINOWITZ  | The Columbus Dispatch 

 

For the second straight game, the Blue Jackets and Florida Panthers 
went to a shootout. 

On Tuesday, the Jackets didn't even deserve that much before losing. 
They deserved a better fate on Thursday, and they got it. 

Alexandre Texier scored on the fourth shot of the shootout to give 
Columbus a 3-2 victory at Nationwide Arena. It was the Jackets' first win 
in four games this season that extended beyond regulation. 

After the first three shooters for each team were stopped in the shootout, 
Texier came in on Chris Driedger and almost casually poked the puck in, 
as if using a pool cue. 

"I was shaking my head," said center Max Domi, who scored the Blue 
Jackets' second goal, of Texier's goal. "I think the whole bench was 
shaking our heads. That's absolutely off the charts, that move there. It's 
pretty ridiculous." 

Elvis Merzlikins then stopped Patric Hornqvist to seal the win. 

"The players want results," Columbus coach John Tortorella said. "They 
got the full result tonight. It was much better throughout the game as far 
as our competitiveness. I'm glad we did get two (points) and not just one. 
We've been in a lot of these." 

The game marked the Blue Jackets debut of Columbus native Jack 
Roslovic, who was acquired along with Patrik Laine in the trade Saturday 
for Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

Roslovic started at center flanked by Cam Atkinson and Boone Jenner. 
He played just over 14 minutes without registering a shot. 

The Jackets were looking to make amends after Tuesday's loss against 
the Panthers. Florida dominated that game before sending it to overtime 
on a goal with 2.5 seconds left in regulation and then prevailing in a 
shootout. 

Columbus started slowly early on Thursday before revving up as the first 
period progressed. The Jackets would break through with just over 3 
minutes left. Taking a pass from Dean Kukan, Eric Robinson used his 
speed to get the puck down low. He lost it briefly before regaining control 
and passing across the crease to Koivu, who put the puck past Driedger. 

It was the first goal as a Blue Jacket for the 37-year-old Koivu, who was 
playing only his second game after missing the first six games because 
of COVID-19 protocol. 

Florida tied it late in the second period. Texier's soft pass trying to clear 
the zone was intercepted by Anthony Duclair. The former Jacket drove to 
the net. Merzlikins stopped the initial shot, but Carter Verhaeghe 
retrieved the rebound and flipped it into the open net. It was the fourth 
goal in as many games this season for Verhaeghe and fifth assist for 
Duclair. 

The Blue Jackets' maligned power play came to life to give Columbus a 
2-1 lead. Domi won the faceoff to Zach Werenski, who gave it back to 
Domi. The center then unleashed a laser that beat Driedger. It was only 
the Jackets' second power-play goal of the season. 

But the lead lasted only about six minutes. Anton Stralman ripped a shot 
that Merzlikins stopped but couldn't locate. Eetu Luostarinen did and 
tapped in the puck to make it 2-2. 

The game then went into overtime. Each team had its chances, but 
Merzlikins and Driedger made big saves. They might have kept doing so 
in the shootout if not for Texier. 

The Jackets play Friday in Chicago. 

"We're trying to just stabilize ourselves and not go up and down -- one 
good game and then a lousy game," Tortorella said. "We're trying to 
stabilize ourselves. So hopefully, we'll get to Chicago and play another 
good game there and see if we can find a way to get a result." 
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Texier’s highlight-reel goal in shootout gives Blue Jackets 3-2 win over 
Panthers 

 

FOX Sports Ohio 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Alexandre Texier slickly beat Chris Driedger 
five-hole in the fourth round of a shootout to lift the Columbus Blue 
Jackets over the Florida Panthers 3-2 on Thursday night. 

Texier skated slowly in on Chris Driedger and poked the puck between 
his pads with the back of his stick. Columbus’ Elvis Merzlikins sealed it 
by denying Patric Hornqvist, who scored the winning goal in a shootout 
between the teams Tuesday night. 

Tex scores, Elvis saves, and the @BlueJacketsNHL win in a 
shootout!!!#CBJ pic.twitter.com/ddPP79tdK8 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) January 29, 2021 

“I mean, it’s like gambling,” said Merzlikins, who improved to 2-1-1. 
“Either you’re lucky or you’re not, so tonight luck was on my side, so I’m 
happy about that. I like (shootouts) when I win. When I lose, I hate them.” 

To @Merzly30, shootouts are like gambling — either you're lucky, or 
you're not.#CBJ pic.twitter.com/a9Lakw9R1H 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) January 29, 2021 

Besides getting the shootout winner, Texier has started strong with four 
goals and two assists in the first eight games. 

“Probably our most consistent guy,” coach John Tortorella said. “He turns 
one over and it costs us a goal (in the second period). I’m glad he got an 
opportunity to redeem himself. It was a great goal (in the shootout).” 

Florida’s Eetu Luostarinen tied it in the third period, and Carter 
Verhaeghe also had a goal for the Panthers. Driedger finished with 29 
saves. 

Mikko Koivu and Max Domi scored and Merzlikins had 33 saves as 
Columbus dealt the Panthers their first loss in four games this season. 
Columbus rebounded after giving up a tying goal with 3 seconds left in 
regulation Tuesday night and then losing the shootout in the fifth round. 

Koivu got his first goal as a Blue Jacket late in the first period. Eric 
Robinson got to the loose puck behind the net, brought it around and set 
up Koivu with a pass across the crease. 

Mikko Koivu's first goal as a member of the @BlueJacketsNHL! 

1-0 #CBJ! pic.twitter.com/0EHkovSWYJ 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) January 29, 2021 

Verhaeghe took the puck away from Texier in Florida’s zone late in the 
second and ended up poking it in from the doorstep past the glove of a 
falling Merzlikins. 

Domi got his first goal of the season — also his first as a Blue Jacket — 
when he beat Driedger on a power play at 6:19 of the third period. The 
Panthers tied it again at 12:56 when Luostarinen tapped in a rebound 
that had trickled into the blue paint. 
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The Blue Jackets showed more jump after managing just 22 shots in the 
first game against Florida. 

“That was a gritty effort there,” Dreidger said. “They came out harder 
than they did (Tuesday). They definitely upped their game.” 

SAVE YOUR ENERGY 

Tortorella said that it’s been difficult to work on problem areas because 
with the way the games are bunched together in the 54-game schedule, 
he can’t afford to sap the players’ energy with strenuous practices. The 
coaching staff has to rely mostly on showing video clips in meetings to 
make adjustments. Consistency has been an issue for the Blue Jackets 
early, along with a struggling power play. 

John Tortorella is seeking stability on the heels of strong effort tonight 
and ahead of a two-game set in Chicago beginning tomorrow.#CBJ 
pic.twitter.com/I7uFS79KNT 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) January 29, 2021 

“We’re trying to stabilize ourselves and not go up and down — one good 
game and a lousy game,” Tortorella said. 

QUOTABLE 

“I don’t think we’re walking out of here licking our wounds by any means,” 
Florida defenseman Aaron Ekblad said. “But we obviously have to know 
that we can beat a team like this and know (we) can take the lead in 
games. But there’s a lot to work on, no doubt.” 

ICE CHIPS 

Panthers: F Brett Connolly played in his 500th NHL game. … Verhaeghe 
has four goals in the last three games and has points in all four of 
Florida’s games. … Longtime Blue Jacket Markus Nutivaara had the 
secondary assist on Luostarinen’s goal. … F Anthony Duclair has five 
assists in the last three games. 

Blue Jackets: Jack Roslovic, who grew up in Columbus rooting for the 
Blue Jackets, made his debut with the team after coming in the trade with 
Winnipeg for Pierre-Luc Dubois. … Koivu, who is playing his first season 
in Columbus after 15 in Minnesota, has points in the last two games. 

It was a memorable @BlueJacketsNHL debut for @JRoslovic96, who 
can't wait to have another game like this in front of a rocking #5thLine 
crowd.#CBJ pic.twitter.com/ExWGvsXhZ8 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) January 29, 2021 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Move on to Detroit for a two-game set on Saturday and 
Sunday before heading home for a string of six. 

Blue Jackets: Play at Chicago on Friday and Sunday. 
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Blue Jackets savor shootout victory in Jack Roslovic’s Columbus debut 

 

By Aaron Portzline Jan 28, 2021 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — If these were normal times, Nationwide Arena 
would have been packed Thursday and the newest Blue Jackets player 
— Columbus’ own Jack Roslovic — would have been showered in praise 
and attention, almost certainly receiving a standing ovation. 

“We’re going to be able to do that here, hopefully in the near future,” 
Roslovic said. “When everyone is safe to come back, it’s going to be a 
great experience. I plan to be a Blue Jacket until then.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic notwithstanding, Roslovic made his Blue 
Jackets debut after the weekend trade that brought him back home, 
along with Patrik Laine, in the deal that sent Pierre-Luc Dubois and a 
third-round pick to Winnipeg. 

Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella sent Roslovic out for the opening 
faceoff — a nice touch — and put him between two forwards he knows 
well from summer skates in Columbus, left winger Boone Jenner and 
Cam Atkinson. 

It was a victorious night in Roslovic’s debut. Mikko Koivu and Max Domi 
scored in regulation, and Alexandre Texier had the shootout winner in the 
fourth round, as the Jackets won 3-2. 

Elvis Merzlikins celebrated with a jump-hug into captain Nick Foligno’s 
arms, but these games are difficult to watch and play (players have said) 
compared with the usual atmosphere. 

The Blue Jackets are limited to 300 people total in Nationwide Arena, so 
Roslovic’s cheering section amounted to two people Thursday: his 
mother, Jane, and his father, John. 

“The energy fans provide in the NHL is just absolutely unreal,” Jane 
Roslovic said. “Needless to say, I’ve had enough of this COVID thing. I 
do understand the severity of it, but it is tough stuff. 

“But this is still very special. So, so special, and just the beginning of it, 
right? I keep telling myself, we’re going to have some great nights in that 
building.” 

She desperately wanted one more ticket. 

“I’d be taking Gingher if I could,” she said, referring to Ohio AAA Blue 
Jackets coach Ed Gingher, whose program helped develop Roslovic as a 
youngster in Columbus. 

It was an emotional weekend, she said. News of the trade started 
swirling Friday, but it wasn’t official until Saturday morning. 

Jack Roslovic’s mother, Jane, as well as his father, John, were able to be 
at the game Thursday in Columbus. (Courtesy of Jane Roslovic) 

“Right after Jack called me to tell me it was official, I got a FaceTime from 
(Blue Jackets prospect and lifelong friend) Kole Sherwood,” Jane 
Roslovic said. “I just started crying. It was so sweet, and we were both so 
excited.” 

Roslovic played 14:14, registered no shot attempts, won 4 of 8 faceoffs 
and had one major check, blasting former Blue Jackets center Alexander 
Wennberg with a thunderous hit in the corner. 

Three years ago he made his NHL debut in Nationwide Arena with the 
Jets. That was a triumphant night, too, of course, but it never quite felt 
right, John Roslovic said. 

“He looks awfully familiar to me in that Blue Jackets jersey,” John 
Roslovic said. “He grew up wearing Blue Jackets stuff all the time, so it’ll 
just look normal in the sweater.” 

The Blue Jackets are moving Roslovic to center, hoping he can help fill 
the void created by Dubois’ departure. He barely played center in 
Winnipeg — he was mostly a left wing — and he hasn’t played at all this 
season, as he was holding out through camp and the start of the season 
after asking for a trade by the Jets. 

There is an understanding, the Blue Jackets have said, that there will be 
an adjustment period for Roslovic. 

“(Jack’s) going to get pushed the way Torts demands and coaches,” said 
Claude Lemieux, his agent. “He really wants to squeeze, and he does 
squeeze, every ounce out of most players. Sometimes it doesn’t work 
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out, but most of the time it does, and I think it’s good for a young player 
to play with a coach who is demanding like that. 

“The reason for demanding the trade was for an opportunity to develop 
as a center. That’s his natural position. His best asset is when he has the 
puck, and he didn’t really have that opportunity in Winnipeg. He’s getting 
it now, and there’s going to be an adjustment, having not played for a 
while, having not played center for a while. 

“Faceoffs, a new system … people have to be realistic, but when he gets 
the puck and he’s past the offensive blue line, he’ll make things happen 
for his wingers.” 

Tortorella noticed this much right away: “He can skate!” But he wants to 
watch the tape of Thursday’s game and maybe evaluate a couple of 
more games before he offers an assessment. 

Roslovic knows several Blue Jackets players in the room, and Jane 
Roslovic knows many of the Blue Jackets players’ moms. It should make 
for a smooth transition to a new club. 

“I’ve got a funny story for you, actually,” Jane Roslovic said. “A few years 
ago, I couldn’t get tickets to a game, so I asked Amy Jones (Seth’s mom) 
if she could get tickets. She said ‘Yeah, Seth will leave you two at will 
call.’ That was really nice of her, but I had no idea the players had to pay 
for them. When I found that out a little while later, I was absolutely 
horrified. Embarrassed. 

“I was at Hudson 29 (a local restaurant) and Seth walked in with Boone 
(Jenner) and (Josh) Anderson and a couple of other defensemen and I 
paid for their lunch as a thank you for the tickets. 

“Seth said, ‘Mrs. Roslovic, you did not need to do that.’ I just told him if 
anybody did that to my son I’d be horrified. Now we laugh about it, but 
I’ve told all my friends so they know Jack doesn’t get tickets for free.” 

One of Jane Roslovic’s good friends while in Winnipeg, she said, has 
been Tuija Laine, Patrik’s mother, who is stuck in Finland and unable to 
travel because of the pandemic. 

“We’ve been FaceTiming all week,” Roslovic said of Tuija Laine. “She’s 
really excited, too, just wondering when she can travel again.” 

Roslovic played the first of many Blue Jackets games Thursday. There is 
much to celebrate, even though the big celebration is on hold, perhaps 
until the 2021-22 season. 

“Columbus has always been such a huge supporter of Jack,” John 
Roslovic said. “It’s pretty incredible how the team and the management 
and the guys on the team have been reaching out to him. 

“The fan base would have been on fire tonight and everybody would 
have been excited, and that’s just a ton of fun. We’re going to miss that 
for sure this year. That’s sort of a bummer, but I know the fans still have 
their hearts for the team. 

“It might be a lot more quiet than normal, but I still had a feeling the fans 
were watching and really excited.” 

Un magnifique cliche 

Texier has been one of the Blue Jackets’ pleasant surprises early this 
season, even as he gets used to playing center in the NHL. 

On Thursday, Texier took the first shootout attempt of his career. Not 
only did he score the game-winning goal in the fourth round of the 
shootout, but also he beat Florida goaltender Chris Driedger on a shot 
that sent the Blue Jackets searching for ways to describe it. 

“That was absolutely ridiculous,” Domi said. “I was shaking my head. The 
whole bench was shaking their heads. That move there was just off the 
charts. It’s pretty ridiculous.” 

Texier went backhand to forehand, but rather than pick one side of his 
stickblade he simply jabbed the puck forward when it was directly in front 
of him, almost as if he was using a pool cue. It split Driedger’s pads. 

WAIT, WHAT? 

SERIOUSLY. 

ALEXANDRE TEXIER (@ATEXIER99).    
PIC.TWITTER.COM/PXCHHXPEHK 

— NHL (@NHL) JANUARY 29, 2021 

It was a highlight goal, to be sure. It was also a nice bit of redemption for 
Texier, who committed an own-zone turnover that led to Florida’s first 
goal late in the second period. 

“He’s been a really good player, probably our most consistent guy,” 
Texier said. “Turns one over it costs us a goal, but I’m glad he got a 
chance to redeem himself. It was a great goal.” 

No, really, a power-play goal 

Thursday’s game was a markedly different performance by the Blue 
Jackets on many levels. 

For one, they came out with much more speed and tenacity, using a 
physical style and forecheck to slow the Panthers. And, of course, the 
Blue Jackets won the shootout instead of losing it, as they did Tuesday. 

But they also scored a third-period power play, snapping an 0-for-11 
drought and helping to erase the bad taste of the 0-for-6 Tuesday. 

Domi won the faceoff (that’s a start, right?). The puck shot back to Blue 
Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski, who carried it for a moment, then 
sent it back to Domi with a perfect pass for a one-timer. 

It has often been noted (in this very space), that the Blue Jackets seem 
uniquely challenged among NHL teams at striking pucks without first 
gathering it on the stickblade and aiming. 

THIS SHOULD COUNT AS TWO GOALS JUST SAYIN'   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/X9IVPQKVUB 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) JANUARY 29, 
2021 

But Domi just blistered it, putting too much oomph on it for Driedger. In 
fact, he blasted it so hard, it was hard to read whether it actually went 
into the net or glanced off the crossbar. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand, positioned in the left circle, shot the puck back into the 
next just to make sure. 

“It was nice to see Bjorky put it in just in case,” Domi said. “I thought it 
was in, but sometimes you can’t see.” 

Laine could be on the way Friday 

If all goes to plan, Laine should be on a private plane from Ottawa to 
Columbus at some point Friday, his U.S. work visa in hand. 

The Blue Jackets have been doing heavy lifting behind the scenes to get 
Laine cleared ever since the trade was made with Winnipeg last 
Saturday, but the process — already slowed by bureaucratic red tape — 
has been further slowed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Laine flew to Ottawa earlier this week to deal directly with the U.S. 
Embassy. It was expected he’ll get the green light to travel to Columbus 
on Friday. 

Once he arrives in the U.S., he’ll need to quarantine for 48 hours to 
conform with the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols. That means, if all goes well, 
Laine will make his Blue Jackets debut Tuesday when they host Dallas. 

That’s a good omen, too. In 17 career games versus the Stars, Laine has 
scored 18 goals. 

The sniping continues 
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It’s been nearly a week since the Jets and Blue Jackets swung one of the 
biggest deals in the history of both organizations, and the aftershocks 
continue to reverberate. 

Dubois’ agent, Pat Brisson, took a major swipe at Tortorella in a 
statement provided to TSN’s Darren Dreger. 

“From Day 1 of camp, John Tortorella wanted to expose Pierre-Luc 
Dubois,” the statement read. “This included going on radio in the second 
week, which made it more difficult for the GM to do his job. Now, he 
continues to use different media platforms trying to justify his position. 

“I have not heard Paul Maurice once say anything about a trade request 
from both Laine or Roslovic. This could’ve been operation submarine, 
but, ah well, Torts wasn’t able to help himself.” 

Brisson was infuriated earlier this month when Tortorella, on his weekly 
show with a Columbus radio station (97.1 The Fan), made it known that 
Dubois wasn’t as transparent as Tortorella would have liked in a 
preseason meeting to address his trade request. 

One can safely assume Brisson didn’t care for Tortorella’s comments to 
Sportsnet’s Christine Simpson for an interview that aired Wednesday. 

“Have Luc and I had conflict? Goddamn right we’ve had conflict,” 
Tortorella told Simpson. “If someone doesn’t want to be here, that’s a 
hard thing for me to stomach, quite honestly.” 

Later in the interview, Tortorella referred to Dubois’ final game in a Blue 
Jackets sweater, when he was benched for the final two-plus periods of 
the game. 

“I’ll tell you this, I do think the athletes (today), it’s a softer athlete,” 
Tortorella said. “And the benching … I’d do it again.” 

Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekäläinen said he was aware of Brisson’s 
statement but declined to comment. 

Snacks 

• Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins made 33 saves for his second 
straight win. He stopped Anthony Duclair, Jonathan Huberdeau, Frank 
Vatrano and Patric Hornqvist in the shootout. 

• Roslovic went into the lineup in place of center Kevin Stenlund, who is 
out with an injury, per Kekäläinen. 

• Former Blue Jackets defenseman Markus Nutivaara made his debut 
with the Panthers on the third defensive pair. He had a secondary assist 
on the Panthers goal that tied it 2-2 with 7:04 remaining in the game. 
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The Athletic / What is NBC’s Peacock and why it suddenly matters for 
sports fans 

 

By Bill Shea Jan 28, 2021  

  

It has been a busy new year for Peacock, NBC’s streaming service 
launched last summer. 

What it means for sports fans is still unfolding in a rapidly changing 
entertainment media landscape. 

NBC announced last week it would shutter the NBC Sports Network 
cable channel by the end of the year and shift that content – live NHL 
hockey games and Premier League soccer matches are the jewels – to 
NBC-owned USA Network and Peacock. 

NBCSN’s NBC Sports Gold Premier League Pass also is winding down 
and its content (non-televised Premier League matches, figure skating, 
rugby, sailing, speedskating, cycling) onto the Peacock Premium paid 
tier. 

The premium streaming shift is not much of a pocketbook hit for fans of 
those sports. 

“Most of the content that has moved over to Peacock was sitting behind 
an NBC Sports Gold paywall anyway,” said media industry consultant 
and former Fox executive Patrick Crakes. Peacock also has a free tier 
with sports content. 

Additionally, it was announced last week that Peacock landed coverage 
of IndyCar Series qualifying, practice and other coverage (but not live 
races), and a PGA Tour second-screen sports betting program. The 
streaming service also soon becomes the home of the WWE Network in 
what’s reported as a $1 billion deal. 

What is Peacock? 

In media industry jargon, it’s NBC’s over-the-top (OTT) video streaming 
service for your home or device, and is delivered by the internet rather 
than broadcast, cable or satellite systems. Peacock has a free basic 
service, a $4.99 monthly Peacock Premium, and the ad-free Peacock 
Premium Plus for $9.99 a month. It’s available through Xfinity, Roku, 
Vizio, Android TV and Apple TV, mobile devices, PlayStation and Xbox. 

How many people subscribe to Peacock? 

On Thursday, NBC said 33 million people have signed up so far. 

How many people watched NBC Sports Network? 

It’s in 80.6 million U.S. homes. USA Network is in 86.2 million 
households. Unlike Peacock, those channels are typically bundled in 
cable packages that you pay for whether you want them or not. 

Is the decision to end NBCSN an effort to bolster Peacock? 

The streaming field is increasingly crowded and will continue to be so for 
some time. People are dropping cable and signing up for digital 
streaming. But NBC’s decision appears to be as much as strengthening 
USA Network as much as filling out Peacock’s lineup. USA Network 
generates good money but doesn’t get strong ratings. Adding the NHL 
and Premier League and other content from NBCSN is intended to grow 
USA Network’s profile and value. The same will happen with Peacock, 
which is not yet a big revenue source for NBC. Broadcast TV is still the 
money-maker, so networks all seek to find the right content balance 
between free and paid services. “What NBC is trying to do is taking 
advantage of the opportunity in the digital space while at the same time 
maintain the economics it received from the established space,” Crakes 
said. 

What role will Peacock play with NHL games? 

That’s one of the biggest unanswered financial questions. NBC’s 10-
year, $2 billion broadcast rights deal with the NHL ends after this season. 
Most games airs on NBCSN rather than the broadcast network, and with 
NBCSN going dark, those games will shift to USA Network – which is in 6 
million more homes than NBCSN. How much ends up on Peacock isn’t 
yet known. The next media rights deal will determine that, and NBC 
would certainly want to populate its streaming service with more hockey 
content. 

What Premier League content will be on Peacock? 

More than 175 matches that are not otherwise aired live on NBC, USA 
Network, and NBCSN until it shutters. As The Athletic soccer writer 
Felipe Cardenas noted this week, it may not be a popular move among 
U.S. fans of the British top-flight league: “Moving the majority of the 
Premier League’s matches to Peacock will further rankle the league’s 
American audience. The Premier League and NBC, via NBCSN, have 
found incredible success by providing TV audiences across the U.S. with 
easy access to one of world football’s most entertaining competitions. 
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American soccer audiences, even the most engaged, do not immediately 
embrace having to pay for an additional streaming service. However, 
NBC knows that the Premier League’s draw is enough to convert most 
skeptics.” 

What NASCAR content will be on Peacock? 

Live races will remain on NBC because of the network’s 10-year, $4.4 
billion deal with NASCAR that was signed in 2013. And any races or 
content that move to the NBC parent network will be a bonus for 
motorsports fans. Expect some ancillary motorsports content on Peacock 
as the network moves to fill out the steaming service – particularly when 
the rights deal is up. 

What PGA Tour content will be on Peacock? 

The tour this month said it has partnered with PointsBet to create a 
second-screen sports gambling show called NBC Sports Edge BetCast. 
It premieres Feb. 4 on Peacock for the start of the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open that airs live on NBC and the Golf Channel. 

Will Summer Olympics content air on Peacock? 

Yes but only if they occur. The 2020 Tokyo Games were expected to 
help launch Peacock with gobs of content until the pandemic mothballed 
everything. It was thought that the games could occur this year, but that 
remains TBD. If they do, look for coverage across all of NBC’s platforms. 
The network’s 2011 and 2014 broadcast rights deals with the 
International Olympic Committee total $12.1 billion. In Thursday’s 
earnings call, Comcast chairman and CEO Brian Roberts said the 
company is “really pleased with how fast Peacock has exceeded this 
year, even without the Olympics that we had hoped for and that was 
going to be the big launch moment.” And if the Summer Games don’t 
happen, the Winter Olympics in Beijing are seven months later, in 2022, 
Roberts noted. 

What is Peacock’s pro wrestling deal? 

Beginning March 18, the subscription WWE Network and its 1 million-
plus subscribers shift to the paid Peacock Premium tiers with new and 
archived library programming. All WWE pay-per-view shows including 
WrestleMania will be on Peacock. The deal reportedly cost NBC $1 
billion for five years. 

What else is on Peacock? 

NBC simul-streamed its broadcast coverage of the Browns-Steelers 
playoff game on Jan. 10 in a tease of what fans could see more of in the 
future. NBC wants to keep its “Sunday Night Football” package that it 
now pays about $950 million to air, but Disney is expected to compete for 
those rights. “When the additional wild-card games became available, we 
negotiated for one of them. Peacock is obviously a major part of our 
future,” NBC Sports Group chairman Pete Bevacqua said on a 
conference call before the game. Expect the network to keep 
experimenting. Non-sports content is still the majority of Peacock 
offerings. NBC removed the enormously popular long-running sitcoms 
“The Office” and “Parks and Recreation” from rival streaming services to 
provide Peacock with an initial rerun-based content foundation. It also 
has movie and TV content from Universal Pictures, Focus Features, 
DreamWorks Animation, and Illumination, plus original programming 
such as reboots of “Saved By the Bell” and “Punky Brewster.” 

Who are Peacock’s streaming competitors? 

ESPN+, Netflix, Hulu, Disney+, HBO Max, Apple TV+ and CBS All 
Access that is rebranding to Paramount+ in March. 

How many people watch the other major streaming services? 

Netflix has 73 million U.S. subscribers and more than 200 million with 
international customers included. Disney+ has nearly 97 million while 
ESPN+ has more than 11.5 million. Disney-owned Hulu has almost 40 
million subscribers. AT&T-owned HBO Max has more than 17 million. 
Some of those are obviously sports-heavy. Others are not. Oh, and 
Amazon Prime and its 150 million-plus subscribers, is interested in live 

sports. The pandemic absolutely roiled now only how people consume 
media, but how it’s distributed because the entertainment industry 
pipeline was largely shut down for months, from studios to theaters. How 
it sorts out post-pandemic is anyone’s guess. 

Will Peacock survive in a growing streaming field? 

Too soon to make any definitive pronouncements. “Given that 
NBCUniversal owns all this content, it’s not vital that in six months it be 
sorted out. As long as you own the content, somebody will figure it out. 
The important thing is they’ve created a complementary distribution 
offering,” Crakes said. “They can acquire content and say which piece 
goes well on broadcast, which goes on pay TV, which goes on Peacock.” 

Who owns Peacock? 

NBCUniversal, which is headquartered in New York City’s famed 30 
Rockefeller Plaza in Manhattan. The ultimate corporate owner is 
Philadelphia-based Comcast Corp., which also owns cable giant Xfinity. 

Does Peacock turn a profit? 

Not yet, which is normal for what’s still a startup industry. Comcast said 
Thursday that Peacock generated $100 million-plus in revenue last year 
but EBITDA losses through 2021 are expected to reach $2 billion. 

Why is it called Peacock? 

NBC’s logo since 1956 has been the colorful peacock bird. It was 
introduced to help market the network’s color TV programming at the 
time. 

When did Peacock launch? 

July 2020 after plans for it were announced in 2019. 
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The Athletic / NHL destinations, draft reflections, cross-check crackdown: 
Duhatschek mailbag 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Jan 28, 2021  

  

Welcome to Part 2 of my mailbag, in which we’ll deal with some of the 
questions and answers that I couldn’t squeeze into last week’s edition. 
Thanks again for all your interest. Here we go. 

Questions were edited for style and clarity. 

Hi Eric, what is the one scheduling quirk of this season that the NHL is 
most likely to keep in future seasons? Jason L. 

A lot of teams really like the baseball-style scheduling and would like to 
see some modified version of it continue. One of the most difficult parts 
of the NHL travel experience is the postgame trip. By the time the players 
get to the airport, get fed, travel, get to their new hotels and check in, it’s 
often the middle of the night. There’s a residual effect on the body’s 
natural biorhythms the next day. But if you’re headquartered in a city for 
a couple of days, it’s a simple matter of going back to your hotel, getting 
a late meal and then falling into bed at a far more reasonable hour. 
Ultimately it results in two things: Less wear-and-tear on the body and a 
much better chance of coming out with an energized effort next game. 

The only pushback that I can detect is the worry that some fans might not 
want to see the same visiting teams playing consecutive games and that 
they prefer more variety. I do not subscribe to that theory at all. Playoffs 
are the best time of the NHL season, largely because you potentially get 
to see up to seven games in a row against the same opponent, giving a 
rivalry a chance to build. And we’re seeing that in the early stages of this 
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season – lots of genuine competitive animosity building up in all these 
back-to-back situations. 

Have players ever commented privately on socio-political factors as a 
component of their free-agent decisions? That is: Would a Canadian-
born player want to return to Canada due to COVID-19 or Trump or a 
U.S. player opt to play in the United States for tax or health care system 
resources? James B. 

With a few rare exceptions, NHL players are notably apolitical, especially 
on their social media feeds. There are some exceptions – Jets captain 
Blake Wheeler tends to be on one side of the political spectrum while 
someone such as Rangers defenceman Tony DeAngelo is on the other 
side. I have only ever had the occasional discussion about politics with 
players over the years, and I can’t ever recall anyone saying they made a 
decision about where to play for socio-political reasons. 

Usually, their decision-making is based on three primary factors: 1. 
Money. 2. Opportunity to win a championship. 3. The geographic fit for 
family (which can be of particular importance to players with children). 

When they get to the point in their careers where they get to choose 
where they play, those are usually the three most important determining 
factors. Everything else fits in lower down on their list of pros and cons. 

How will playing the same divisional teams throughout the season affect 
player preparation and eventually playoff competition? I feel like it’ll force 
teams to make drastic changes if they’re getting repeatedly pounded by 
the same teams, and I’m worried the playoffs won’t have the same 
intensity in the early rounds due to familiarity. Trevor S. 

Playing the same divisional opponents over and over throughout the 
season primarily reduces the amount of pre-scouting that teams will have 
to do. Instead of developing 30 separate game plans, one for each 
opponent, you really only need to prepare seven (six in Canada). The 
familiarity which will develop over a 115-day regular season will then only 
be heightened in the first two playoff rounds which, based on a historical 
precedent, I promise you will be a good thing. 

In the Smythe/Patrick/Norris/Adams division days, a rivalry could develop 
between, say, the Flames and Oilers, which would be based on eight 
regular-season meetings, and then the possibility that they could face 
each other up to seven more times in the postseason. Those could be 
incredibly intense and hard-fought battles. Not only did familiarity breed 
contempt, it led to some unbelievably entertaining hockey. 

Not sure how most feel about the current shootout system. I for one think 
it’s a ridiculous way to decide a hockey game and potential playoff seeds. 
Has there been any discussion of making changes? I think having an 
opposing player chase the shooter would make it an actual hockey play. 
Big Whiskey 

The NHL’s most recent overtime tweak – switching from four-on-four to 
three-on-three action – was made largely for the reason you cite here: 
Too many NHL general managers didn’t love how many times the five-
minute overtime period failed to produce a result and thus had to go to a 
shootout. The suggestion you make – of having a defensive player in a 
“chase” position – is interesting. Some teams, when they run training-
camp scrimmages, use that tactic and an infraction takes place. Rather 
than send the penalized player to the penalty box, which would interrupt 
the flow of the scrimmage, the player that was fouled is awarded a 
penalty shot, with this tweak. The player that committed the foul stays on 
the ice, but goes down on one knee, a few feet back of centre ice. When 
the referee’s whistle blows, both players take off. Similar to what you’ve 
described, the trailing player gets a chance to chase down the player 
getting the penalty shot, thus requiring him to make a play at top speed, 
rather than the slow-motion, lolly-gagging approach you frequently see in 
the actual shootouts. It’s fun to watch. 

So, I’m with you. I actively dislike the shootout. So do many GMs. But as 
always, the final decision rests with Gary Bettman and he thinks the 
shootout is just fine and adds to the entertainment value of a game. As 
long as it’s a once-in-a-while thing, I would agree. If you made me 

commissioner for a day, however, the tweak I’d introduce is to go two 
extra minutes of three-on-three overtime. If the game hasn’t been settled 
yet, then off to the shootout you’d go. 

Is there a player that is untouchable? If it’s Connor McDavid who is being 
offered for him? Shaun R. 

Interesting notion. If you’d framed the question differently – is there a 
single untouchable player in the game, I might have answered just one: 
McDavid. But in the hypothetical situation you raise, there are probably a 
handful of teams that might say no because they didn’t want to tamper 
with team chemistry. So, for example, if Edmonton approached Colorado 
and said, “McDavid for MacKinnon, what do you think?” the Avalanche 
might actually decline because both players are such dynamic skaters, 
incredibly skilled, franchise cornerstones – add any gushing phrase or 
adjective that you’d like. Contract-wise, MacKinnon delivers far more 
value than McDavid. So, Colorado could theoretically say no, if McDavid 
were offered for MacKinnon. 

But you also got me thinking: Is there a category of players that we can 
deem to be “close-to-untouchable?” Because ever since Wayne Gretzky 
was traded to Los Angeles at the height of his career, a general rule of 
thumb in the NHL has been: If Wayne Gretzky can get traded, anyone 
can. By the way, it isn’t just fans and hockey writers who say that. GMs 
do as well. And yet, I would argue that there is a category of player that I 
would list as 99 percent “untouchable” – players who earn a reasonable 
salary and are otherwise at the stage of their careers that they either are 
cornerstone players, or they are evolving into cornerstone players, and 
so, it might take the offer of a Connor McDavid to get a team even 
thinking about moving them. 

Who are those players and how would you rank them? Here’s mine: 1. 
Cale Makar. 2. Miro Heiskanen. 3. Nathan MacKinnon. 4. Quinn Hughes. 
5. Mark Scheifele. Three are still on entry-level contracts while 
MacKinnon and Scheifele both have multiple years left at salaries of $6.3 
million and $6.125 million, respectively. Those types of value contracts, 
in the primes of their respective careers, producing the way they produce 
– the teams that employ those players would have a hard time parting 
with them, even if presented with the most enticing of offers. 

Hi Eric. Do the Oilers need a new owner if they are going to win 
anything? Since Katz got a hold of the team they have been 
embarrassing. Ross G.  

I’m going to say no, with a caveat. In the early days of Daryl Katz’s 
ownership, there was a sense around the NHL that he might be trying too 
hard to influence the hockey department’s decision-making. I don’t hear 
that kind of talk anymore. When Katz turned the keys over to Ken 
Holland, I think he put his faith in Holland’s vision – and that of the rest of 
the Oilers’ current hockey operations’ department. Now, having said that, 
when something monumental comes up – a blockbuster trade proposal 
or an expensive free-agent comes on the market – those decisions are 
almost always vetted by ownership because there’s so much money at 
stake. But that’s how every team operates, not just Edmonton. So yes, I 
do think the Oilers can win with Daryl Katz as owner. The good news is 
they’re still early enough in the McDavid/Draisaitl era that, if they can fill 
in the lineup around them, they have a shot. The heavy lifting has been 
done. Getting one franchise player in place is usually the hardest part of 
the rebuilding equation. The Oilers have two. 

The 2000 NHL Draft Class just had its last five members drop out all at 
(roughly) the same time (Henrik Lundqvist, Marian Gaborik, Justin 
Williams, Ron Hainsey, Deryk Engelland). King Henrik was the clear 
winner of the class with Dany Heatley and Gaborik at No. 2 and 3. Any 
thoughts looking back on it? John-Phillipe W. 

The 2000 draft was near and dear to my heart for a couple of reasons. 1. 
It was conducted in Calgary, where I’ve been based since 1978. 2. I 
covered it, on a freelance basis, for Sports Illustrated – I was on strike at 
my newspaper, the Calgary Herald, at the time. For about six months in 
the middle of 2000, the editor at SI, Paul Fichtenbaum, who I currently 
work with here at The Athletic, asked me to write the hockey column for 
SI, during Kostya Kennedy’s book leave. I vividly remember that my take 
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on that draft – defending the Islanders’ decision to go with Rick DiPietro 
at No. 1 – turned out to be so wrong, it’s embarrassing to reflect back on 
that. Who knows? Maybe, with good health, DiPietro’s career could have 
gone in a different direction. But it didn’t. Shows you how often a sure 
thing turns out to be anything but a sure thing in the long run. 

Reflecting back on that era, what strikes me the most is not only how bad 
the draft class of 2000 was, but also how bad the two classes book-
ending 2000 were. 1999 was a disaster – the Sedins and nobody other 
than Martin Havlat in the first round were much good. Beyond that, only 
Ryan Miller (at 138) and Henrik Zetterberg (210) had any kind of 
enduring impact on the game. 2001 had Ilya Kovalchuk and Jason 
Spezza at the top, going 1-2, and then it fell off hard: (Alexander Svitov, 
Stephen Weiss and Stanislav Chistov at 3-4-5). But 2000 might have 
been the worst of the three. Just because of his playoff impact, I would 
bump Justin Williams into the No. 2 slot behind Lundqvist, and ahead of 
both Heatley and Gaborik, and I would have Niklas Kronwall (29th overall 
to Detroit) as my No. 5. 

Any thoughts on why Dean Lombardi hasn’t resurfaced as a GM? He 
built two Cup winners for a then downtrodden franchise and it seems a 
bit strange that so many first time GMs are getting the call over him. Out 
here in L.A., we know that he’s a bit of a strange bird but you can’t argue 
with his credentials. Thank you! Anonymous U 

So, a short disclaimer to start: I always liked dealing with Dean Lombardi 
when he was general manager of the Kings. You could drop by his office 
and sometimes talk for hours – not just about hockey, but about books, 
movies, wine, everything. Sometimes, he had his dog in there with him. 
Often, once you finished, he would sneak out for a smoke. In short, he 
was an interesting cat. And what I would say is at this stage of his life – 
age 62 – Lombardi is likely content working for the Philadelphia Flyers in 
an advisory capacity, which is the opposite of the full-on, 24/7 
commitment you need to devote to being an NHL general manager. So, 
part of it is likely personal and the other is professional. It’s getting close 
to four years now since the Kings parted ways with Lombardi. Generally, 
the longer the absence, the harder it is to get back in. GM jobs don’t 
open up very often, and nowadays, usually when they do, teams are 
looking at assistant GMs as candidates – young, up-and-comers who 
have their fingers on the daily pulse of NHL life. 

Do you see Darcy Kuemper potentially being moved if the Coyotes are 
out of a playoff spot later in the year? Billy A. 

Not sure. The Coyotes tested the trade waters to gauge interest in 
Kuemper during the offseason and while some teams kicked the tires on 
him, ultimately, they determined Arizona’s asking price was too high. 
Kuemper is 30 and has this year and next year left at $4.5 million – a 
good price tag for a top-15 NHL goalie. The Coyotes’ backup, Antti 
Raanta, is 31 and earns $4.25 million on an expiring contract. On the one 
hand, Kuemper is an attractive player at that price and term – and if a 
team suddenly found itself with a goalie injury at or near the deadline, 
and thought it was a Stanley Cup contender, Kuemper could easily be at 
the top of their shopping list. 

The wrinkle is with the Seattle expansion draft coming up, teams can 
only protect one goalie. If you’re trading for Kuemper (and especially if 
you’re giving up meaningful assets to acquire him), you also have to 
project that he’ll be the goalie you protect in the expansion draft and also, 
likely have a sense of what a contract extension might cost. So tricky 
waters to navigate – and really dependent on the situation. If, for 
whatever reason, a team develops a goaltending black hole this season, 
then I say yes, Kuemper moves. If not, any possible deal for him would 
spill into the offseason. 

Can you help me understand the waiver situation with Spezza, and in 
general? I read that the Leafs are making short-term moves between the 
taxi squad and roster due to cap restrictions, but that once a few circular 
moves have been made this/next week, they will have more flexibility 
going forward to avoid waiver situations. I understand that some 
contracts are waiver exempt in any case, whereas Spezza and Dell were 
not. However, when Spezza is brought back up, would he not need to 

clear waivers to go back down again at some point in the future if the 
Leafs end up in another bind? The article I read this morning alluded to 
the idea that waivers may not be needed again, leaving me confused. 
Thank you in advance! Andrew N. 

I doublechecked with an NHL GM just because of the number of 
procedural tweaks and adjustments we’ve seen in this peculiar 2020-21 
season. The answer was that waivers hasn’t changed. So, to your 
specific question, here’s the answer I got: “Once you clear waivers, you 
are waiver exempt for 10 games or 30 days, whatever comes first. So 
once Spezza clears, he can play 10 games and go up and down, but for 
Game 11, he can’t go down again unless he clears waivers again. The 
other thing is part of why all teams waived their guys like Spezza was 
they wanted to be able to take them off the cap on non-game days and 
save cap space.” 

If you were in charge of the Wild’s depth chart at centre, what order 
would you put them? Follow up: If you took that chart and inverted it, do 
you think it would make much difference? Steve S. 

If you ask the question, you already know the answer. I use the website 
dailyfaceoff.com to get up-to-date line combinations and this morning, 
they had the Wild’s centre contingent listed as follows: Nick Bjugstad, 
Nick Bonino, Joel Eriksson Ek and Victor Rask. So, to your point, yes, 
there is no clear distinction among any of the four and frankly – because 
I’ve actually watched the Wild play a number of games this season – I 
would put Eriksson Ek at the top of the list, just in terms of his overall 
effectiveness. That line, with Foligno and Greenway, has been a pesky, 
effective unit, making up with grit for what it lacks in terms of star scoring 
power. 

What oversight does the NHL have on designating players for LTIR? 
What if Kucherov is healthy with three weeks to go in the season but is 
held out for cap reasons and it was rather convenient for the Islanders 
who tried to trade Boychuk all summer then placed him on LTIR when 
there were no takers? Jeffrey M. 

Good question. I asked a league source about this and was told that 
contrary to what many of us suspect, there is more oversight than you 
might think. Here’s what I was told: Once a team puts a guy on LTIR, 
they dig into it, especially if their radar is up. They know everybody’s cap 
situation on a daily basis and they monitor it. No. 1, when a guy goes on 
LTIR, you’re going to lose him for 10 games or 24 days, so there is a 
penalty. In Tampa’s case, you might be suspicious, but taking out your 
best player for a season, there were probably alternate solutions. 
Boychuk’s case was a little fishier, but the league would have spoken to 
the Islanders’ doctors. Is there sometimes an eyebrow raised? Sure. But 
the league doesn’t just accept the paperwork, especially if it’s a team 
that’s tight to the cap. They dig in a little. In Kucherov’s case specifically, 
provided the Lightning have the cap room by then, he could come off 
LTIR at any time once 10 games or 24 days have passed. If they 
manage it correctly, and he is ready early, he could potentially be on the 
roster for the last couple of weeks. They’d just have to find a different 
way of getting cap compliant if they were to activate him. 

When do you think the Rangers’ Cup contention window will begin? 
Where will Dubois and Eichel be playing next season? What odds do you 
give the Rangers of making the playoffs this season? Thanks! Ed P. 

We got the answer to one part of your question Saturday, when Pierre-
Luc Dubois landed in Winnipeg in the trade for Patrik Laine and Jack 
Roslovic. I do believe the Rangers made a hard push on Jack Eichel last 
summer, but ultimately, couldn’t get anything done. Eichel’s future will 
likely depend upon how much progress the Sabres show this year and if 
they can get Taylor Hall to sign a contract extension as a possible UFA. 
So … matters beyond the Rangers’ control. I think the Rangers miss the 
playoffs this year and are two years away from genuinely moving into the 
window to contend for a Stanley Cup. Why? Much will depend upon how 
quickly Kaapo Kakko, Alexis Lafreniere and Igor Shesterkin grow and 
develop. We got spoiled seeing players chosen No. 1 or 2 overall make 
an instant contribution in the NHL (Laine, Eichel, McDavid, Matthews). 
Sadly, that’s the exception, not the rule. Usually, the transition takes time, 
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and doesn’t always follow a straight-up-the-ladder trajectory. Accordingly, 
there is a need for everyone – fans and management – to show patience, 
take a deep breath and try not to force someone into a role they’re not 
ready for. I’m completely convinced Kakko, Lafreniere, Jack Hughes, 
Rasmus Dahlin, all these young guys chosen high in the draft will 
eventually become superior NHL players. It just takes time. In the 
Rangers’ case, until it does, they’re just not deep enough elsewhere to 
make a giant move up the charts. Not for a couple of years yet. 

Hi Eric, I was wondering how you foresee the league changing over the 
next 10 years? Jeremy T. 

For a longer, more in-depth answer, I’ll alert to you to this story that ran 
about 15 months ago, which reflected back on the previous decade in the 
NHL and tried to anticipate what the next 10 years would look like. Here’s 
the link. But the short answer is I don’t see many radical changes in the 
on-ice product. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Bettman was pleased 
with the overall direction in which the league was heading. The league 
was competitive. Even the sorriest of franchises had achieved some level 
of stability. Vegas was a smashing success and Seattle looks as if it will 
be as well. Any significant changes will probably deal with the way 
hockey is consumed. Sports betting will be on the uptick. Player data 
tracking will probably enhance that. I do believe there’ll eventually be a 
WNHL – a woman’s professional league, operating under the NHL 
umbrella. As long as Bettman is commissioner, I believe it’ll be mostly 
business as usual. But I don’t see him working for 10 additional years, so 
when he does finally retire, that will be a tipping point for the league. Do 
they continue with his steady-as-she-goes approach? Or turn to 
someone else with a more provocative vision to lead the league into the 
2030s? 

Hi Eric. So, we know all about the protocols and procedures that players 
and team staff have to do to get through this season, but what about the 
refs? Am I correct in saying that most officials are from Canada and the 
Northeast U.S.? If so, what is the league doing with respect to ref 
‘divisions’ or bubbles? Are the guys spending extended periods away 
from their families? I’ve been curious about this. Thanks. Chris M. 

Yes, that’s my understanding. That because of border-crossing issues, 
the officials that work in Canada will do so exclusively this season and 
the same will apply in the U.S. It’s a safety issue – though riskier 
obviously, for the referees and linesmen because they will be flying 
commercially (as opposed to the teams, which charter). Officials tend to 
travel in packs – that’ll also change. In the same way players cannot 
gather in hotel rooms postgame for a drink, the same rules will apply to 
the officials. They will occasionally get to go home for a much-needed 
break, but will be asked to keep a low profile when they do so. They will 
be tested daily. If necessary, if an official were to test positive for COVID-
19 and you couldn’t get a second official there in time, it’s possible that a 
game might go forward with just a single referee calling the shots. It’s all 
part of the NHL’s overall operating principle this year: To be as flexible as 
possible and evaluate every scenario that comes up on its own merit. 

In the past week, both Auston Matthews and Tim Stützle were victims of 
cross-checks in front of the net while the puck was nowhere near them. 
There were no penalty calls. Matthews looked uncomfortable skating 
away and Stützle is going to miss a game due to injury. Do you think that 
the NHL will ever crack down on these types of hits, like they did with 
headshots and slashing? Matthew T. 

If you ever happen to speak to Chris Pronger, the Hall of Fame 
defenceman, on this subject, he would tell you: The front of the net is far 
safer today than it ever was during the meat of his playing career, when a 
defenceman could get away with far more slashing and cross-checking 
than he can in today’s game. For that matter, talk to any of the forwards 
who used to take punishment in front of the net – Luc Robitaille, Joe 
Nieuwendyk, Craig Simpson – during the same era and they would tell 
you the same. It’s a kinder, gentler NHL today than when they played. 
You ask, will the NHL ever crack down on these types of hits? The NHL’s 
answer would be, we already have. Now … having said that, your 
observation is spot on. There does appear to be more officiating latitude 
when it comes to enforcing cross-checks and slashes in the crease area 

as opposed to anywhere else on the ice. Is that going to change? 
Skeptical me says no. If multiple elite players suffer significant injuries, 
possibly. But the league’s position would likely be, they want to see the 
front of the net be a battle area and they are careful not to change things 
any more than they already have. Generally speaking, what happens in 
real life is if the league does see an officiating standard slipping, they 
send out a directive to the staff, reinforcing it as a new point of emphasis. 
If the cross-checking/slashing etc. starts to go overboard, that’s probably 
what will happen here. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' offence remains lethal, but play away from 
puck is improving 

 

Chris Johnston 

 

The sizzling start the Toronto Maple Leafs so badly desired has been 
built on a lethal power play and the ability to find one more goal every 
time they need it. 

But their commitment at the less enjoyable end of the ice merits some 
mention as well. 

In beating the Edmonton Oilers 4-3 on Thursday night, the Maple Leafs 
kept another opponent below 30 shots. They are averaging just 27 
against per night during the 7-2-0 climb to the top of the North Division, 
which is a marked improvement from where they were a year ago. 

Protecting the net-front was a priority spelled out on the first day of 
training camp by Sheldon Keefe earlier this month and the head coach is 
seeing progress. Call it a long-range goal for a roster that can seemingly 
summon offence at will. 

The Leafs were disappointed by squandering 2-0 and 3-2 lead at Rogers 
Place. Keefe was livid at seeing his players take seven minor penalties in 
the game, saying “Obviously we have to stay out of the penalty box. The 
penalties have been crazy. It’s just not good enough.” 

But the sting was softened by an Auston Matthews power-play strike with 
less than seven minutes to play since it delivered another regulation 
victory and allowed everyone to step back and look at all the good 
happening for the team at 5-on-5 over the first couple weeks. 

“We’ve defended hard,” said Keefe. “The guys are working and we’ve 
really significantly cut down on the high-danger chances and odd-man 
rushes and the players have been really committed to that. It’s been far 
from perfect, we’ve got a lot of areas to grow. We’re not even close to 
being the team that I think we can be, the team that we would need to be. 

“I think the greatest news of all is that none of the games have been 
perfect and there’s lots of room for growth.” 

With that mind, here are some observations from Toronto’s fourth straight 
victory. 

Remaining Time -0:57 

Matthews beats Koskinen glove side for power-play goal 

VINTAGE PERFORMANCE 

Jason Spezza has already passed through the waiver wire this season 
and was coming off a healthy scratch Tuesday in Calgary. 

As deeply respected as he is within the organization, the 37-year-old is 
battling to carve out his niche on an extremely fluid fourth line that 
featured Travis Boyd and Alexander Barabanov on Thursday, but has 
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also included Pierre Engvall, Adam Brooks and Joey Anderson in prior 
games. 

This should help. 

Spezza had a goal and an assist among his five first-period shifts in 
Edmonton. After taking a Boyd pass and beating Mikko Koskinen for his 
first goal since Feb. 7, 2020, he wisely kept the puck in at the line before 
William Nylander made it 2-0. 

Keefe had felt the extra rest would help Spezza in sitting him out in 
Calgary. 

“Obviously he was right,” said the veteran centre. “I felt good tonight and 
had a little bit of an extra jump. It’s nice when those things work out.” 

He also went 5-3 in the faceoff dot and continues to be one of the NHL’s 
most reliable faceoff men. Despite seeing limited playing time, Spezza 
has five points to show for his eight games this season but indicated that 
he hadn’t been feeling any added pressure by a goal drought that 
stretched back 27 games. 

“I’m not judging my play on goals and assists anymore,” he said. “I’m in a 
different role and I have to make sure I play that role well and be fine with 
it.” 

    Knock knock, it's @wmnylander on the doorstep.#NHLonSN 
pic.twitter.com/GOn8bpC77b 

    — Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) January 29, 2021 

NYLANDER SHOOTS 

You almost had to laugh. 

Just hours after acknowledging that he needed to shoot the puck more 
often, William Nylander found himself on 2-on-1 with Ilya Mikheyev 
during the opening shift of the game and … passed. 

His attempt was broken up by Oilers defenceman Tyson Barrie. 

But Nylander ended up rebounding to make good on his intentions, firing 
a season-high five shots on net with seven attempts. He also scored for 
the first time since bagging two on opening night against Montreal. 

One of the key ingredients to his breakout 31-goal campaign a year ago 
was more volume, with an average of 2.9 shots on goal per game. He 
had just 13 over the opening eight games this season. 

“Yeah I think we haven’t been getting the solid [offensive] zone time that 
we have been used to getting and we’re working on that,” said Nylander. 
“But I know myself I’ve been looking to pass in certain situations where I 
should definitely get a shot on goal. That's something that I keep in mind 
and something that I’ve got to do better and get pucks to the net.” 

Among the biggest areas of emphasis for him, Mikheyev and John 
Tavares are generating better puck retrievals in the offensive zone. That 
remains a work in progress after Thursday’s game where they spent 
most of their 5-on-5 time defending while seeing a healthy dose of both 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

Nylander’s shooting mentality was mostly on display during his power 
play minutes. 

Remaining Time -1:00 

Simmonds praises teammates for hard fought win against Oilers 

WAYNE TRAIN 

Wayne Simmonds won’t want to see this Alberta road trip come to an 
end. 

He’s scored in all three games the Leafs have played out there, getting a 
stick on Mitch Marner’s shot in the third period Thursday while stationed 
in his usual spot at the edge of the crease. 

“It feels really nice, obviously,” said Simmonds, who signed with his 
hometown team in October. “But without everyone else on the ice that 
doesn’t happen. The team did a great job tonight. Most importantly we 
got the two points.” 

The Leafs wrap up the trip Saturday night with another game against the 
Oilers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers shoot themselves in foot in costly loss to Maple 
Leafs 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — If the Edmonton Oilers are going to win enough games 
to be a playoff team, they’ll have to figure out how to win a game that 
Leon Draisaitl and/or Connor McDavid don’t win for them. 

Right now, if No. 29 or No. 97 doesn’t do it, it doesn’t get done. 

"There are a lot of ways to win games, and there are a lot of times your 
top players have to do it for you," head coach Dave Tippett said after yet 
another loss on Thursday. "But it would be nice to win a game another 
way." 

Draisaitl scored twice on McDavid feeds, and the Oilers got one more 
goal from the third line, Zack Kassian’s first of the season. But they didn’t 
get enough saves from goalie Mikko Koskinen, watched Ethan Bear and 
Josh Archibald take predictable penalties in the third period, and the 
penalty kill allowed two goals and a third as the gate opened for Kyle 
Turris to step out. 

The result was a 4-3 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, and a 3-6 start for 
a sputtering, stumbling Oilers team. 

Are they really a .333 club to this point? 

"I feel like at times we’ve played better than that," Tippett said, "but we’ve 
got that record because we’ve brought a lot of that trouble on ourselves." 

Here are some takeaways from an entertaining game that was over-
called by the officials, with a host of ticky-tack calls to both teams that 
ensured we wouldn’t have this one settled at five-on-five. 

In the end this one was settled by an extra power-play goal for Toronto, 
and extra save by Fredrik Andersen, and an extra free goal from Mikko 
Koskinen. 

It’s the story of Edmonton’s young season. 

Mc-Disappointed 

What did the Oilers captain think of his team’s effort on Thursday? 

"I didn’t like our first two periods at all, especially our first," he said. "I 
thought our second period did an all right job of just settling the game 
down. We found a way to hang around and I thought the third period was 
pretty good minus a couple of penalties and some PK goals against. 

"Lots of power plays both ways and kind of a weird game but I thought 
our game wasn’t where it needed to be at all." 

Nine games into the season, and have there been any sightings of this 
hard-to-spot game? 

"Well, we’re nine games in," McDavid said. "I think we’re done figuring it 
out here. We need to start putting together games." 

Edmonton has six points — eight behind Toronto. 
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"I think there is definitely a belief that is growing within our group," said 
Toronto’s Jason Spezza. "We’re just finding a way," added Andersen, 
who is an incredible 14-1-1 career versus Edmonton. 

Confidence in one dressing room, and a paucity of same in the other. 
They’ll play again on Saturday night. 

Three Metres of Misery 

We’re not sure what to say about Koskinen, who has hung in there 
playing every minute this season, but will always be a 1-B starter 

Surely, he isn’t the reason for Edmonton’s record. He’s given the Oilers a 
chance to win most nights. 

But then there are the freebies. One every second night — at least. 

On Thursday, the Leafs got one of those free goals they didn’t have to 
work very hard for when Koskinen got caught behind his net, then 
inadvertently tucked his stick inside the post impeding his ability to seal 
off the far post. A puck snuck in and it was 1-0 Toronto. 

"First goal I gave up, that’s on me," the big Finn said. "We need to be 
better and it starts with me." 

It’s not crippling — there were still 50 minutes of hockey to be played. But 
for a struggling team, allowing the opponent an easy one every second 
night isn’t going to cut it for long. 

You lose by one goal, chase a game all night, and at the end of the 
game, the Oilers had the second-best goalie on the ice. Again. 

PK isn’t OK 

In Edmonton it’s called a "penalty kill" because it’s killing the Oilers. A 
unit that was second best in the NHL last season sits 20th this season. 
Yikes! 

The Leafs scored twice on the power play, and scored another at the 
exact second a Turris penalty expired. 

It was basically three power-play goals and a Koskinen freebie, and the 
Leafs walk away with a 4-3 win. 

"Yeah, we shoot ourselves in the foot," spat Tippett. "That one was a 
misplay by (Koskinen). The winning goal and the third goal are poor 
penalties. We get a bunch of power plays — you know they’re looking to 
give us a penalty. And we still want to slash and hook people. You’re 
tempting fate." 

What’s not happening this season that happened last year, on a PK that 
literally won games for Edmonton last season? 

"Penalty killing is (about) sacrificing, getting in lanes and getting saves," 
Tippett said. "On the last two goals our players didn’t want to get in a 
lane, and we didn’t get a save. We end up on the back end of it. 

"I liked our try, but ultimately we’re shooting ourselves in the foot and 
costing us goals." 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: The New Additions Edition 

Remaining Time -1:30 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

We’re more than two weeks into yet another unique NHL season and 
there has been plenty to digest. New rivalries are forming thanks to the 

new division alignments, new stars and playoff contenders are emerging, 
and there’s even a new way post-game media availabilities are handled. 

Since there’s so much new about the 2021 NHL season, we’ve decided 
to highlight some new faces in new places and look at how they’ve fared 
in our first regular-season Power Rankings. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Tyler Toffoli scored five goals in a three-game span against his former 
team, Josh Anderson has added size up front and Jake Allen is off to a 
perfect start backing up Carey Price. No surprise the Canadiens haven’t 
lost in regulation. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

Alex Pietrangelo has eaten up nearly 26 minutes a night after signing his 
big off-season deal and the Golden Knights are once again rolling. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

The team will enjoy seeing Joe Thornton eventually return from his rib 
injury, but in the meantime it’s tough to complain when your record is 6-2-
0 and your top stars are living up to their cap hits. 

4. Washington Capitals 

Rookie netminder Vitek Vanecek has been a pleasant surprise with a 
.918 save percentage through his first five starts and the Caps remain 
unbeaten in regulation. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Craig Smith has a three-game point streak going including two straight 
game-winners. The former longtime Predators forward is an ideal fit on 
Boston’s third line. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

No new additions for the Lightning as the team adjusts to life without 
Nikita Kucherov. 

7. Dallas Stars 

Why fix what isn’t really broken? The Stars basically have an identical 
lineup to the one that came two wins shy of a Stanley Cup and they’re off 
to a blazing 3-0-0 start after being forced to delay their season opener. 

8. Winnipeg Jets 

Pierre-Luc Dubois entering the equation makes life in Winnipeg quite 
intriguing going forward. A one-two punch of Scheifele and Dubois down 
the middle gives the Jets envious centre depth in the North Division. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Kasperi Kapanen has points in three of his first four games with 
Pittsburgh. Kapanen was acquired in the off-season by Jim Rutherford, 
who resigned as Pens GM on Wednesday. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

The Blues power play hasn’t had much success thus far but that should 
change the more comfortable Torey Krug becomes with his new 
teammates. 

11. Florida Panthers 

First-year Panthers Patric Hornqvist and Carter Verhaeghe both have 
five points through three games and the Panthers are 3-0-0. 

12. Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers don’t have any new impact players and outside of two blowout 
losses they’ve been chugging along admirably without Sean Couturier. 

13. New Jersey Devils 

Head coach Lindy Ruff appears to have made a positive impact on his 
new team even though goals have been hard to come by. 
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14. Colorado Avalanche 

The Avs haven't found consistency quite yet but Devon Toews and 
Brandon Saad have been early contributors. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Kirill Kaprizov’s star potential is apparent even though he has slowed 
down slightly following his memorable three-point NHL debut. 

16. Calgary Flames 

Jacob Markstrom has a .911 save percentage, a 2.62 goals-against 
average and one shutout but he and the Flames are looking to regroup 
after back-to-back one-goal regulation losses to the Maple Leafs at 
home. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Does everyone have their Nils Hoglander jerseys yet?! The rookie winger 
has been a bright spot on a line with Bo Horvat and Tanner Pearson 
despite his team’s overall defensive lapses. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings already have a couple nice wins and manage to keep games 
close when they’re clearly outmatched on paper. Andreas Athanasiou’s 
speed has made a difference and he has chipped in with three goals 
already. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Nick Cousins scored his first goal with the Preds on Wednesday in 
Nashville’s second extra-time win in as many nights against Chicago. 

20. Carolina Hurricanes 

It’s too early to tell what type of impact Jesper Fast can have on his new 
team. The Hurricanes have only played three games and just went 
through a 10-day hiatus. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Buffalo has won two straight after dropping four of five to start the year, 
but now Taylor Hall, Eric Staal, Dylan Cozens and others need to build 
on that momentum. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Kevin Shattenkirk, like most Ducks, hasn’t been able to provide much 
offence and that’s why Anaheim is averaging a league-worst 1.71 goals 
per game. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Max Domi and Mikhail Grigorenko have been quiet offensively, while 
Michael Del Zotto has chipped in with four even-strength assists. The big 
question in Columbus is will the additions of Patrik Laine and Jack 
Roslovic help get the Blue Jackets back to the playoffs? 

24. New York Islanders 

The Isles have allowed 11 goals against through six games and rookie 
Ilya Sorokin let in seven of them during his two starts. The team is also 
averaging fewer than two goals per game. 

25. Edmonton Oilers 

Tyson Barrie, Kyle Turris, Jesse Puljujarvi and Dominik Kahun have 
combined for a mere one goal and five assists in 32 combined man 
games played. Not good. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Nikita Zadorov has predictably thrown his body around, Mattias Janmark 
has a team-high three goals and Kevin Lankinen has posted solid 
numbers between the pipes in four starts yet the only team Chicago has 
been able to beat was Detroit. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Ryan Donato seems to have some decent chemistry going with Logan 
Couture and Kevin Labanc as the Sharks continue their extended road 
trip to start the year. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Derick Brassard, Drake Caggiula and Johan Larsson haven’t done much 
on offence, which falls in line with the rest of the Yotes, who have been 
blanked in two straight games. Playing the Golden Knights four times in 
one week is not conducive to success either. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Bobby Ryan is already just one goal shy to tying his total from last 
season. Unfortunately for Red Wings fans it’s not making much of a 
difference in the standings. 

30. New York Rangers 

The Blue Shirts have struggled out the gates this season and No. 1 draft 
pick Alexis Lafrenière having zero points to start the year doesn’t help. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Third-overall pick Tim Stützle has only one point, Matt Murray has only 
one win and the Sens once again find themselves at the very bottom of 
the league standings with head coach D.J. Smith feeling the pressure. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' miscues, lack of emotion throw Rittich to the 
wolves vs. Canadiens 

 

Eric Francis 

 

When last we saw David Rittich, the Calgary Flames netminder was 
thrust into the middle of one of the biggest playoff meltdowns in club 
history. 

Following a five-month pandemic pause, he was put into a 3-3 tie and 
promptly allowed three goals in the middle frame of a 7-3 elimination 
game against the Dallas Stars in which his team had essentially given 
up. 

On Thursday he was thrown to the wolves once again. 

Another five months after that humbling summer evening, the 28-year-old 
was given his first start of the season against the league’s hottest and 
second-highest scoring team, in their home-opener no less. 

Such is life for a backup goalie, which is exactly what Rittich was reduced 
to in the off-season after the Flames signed Jacob Markstrom to a pricey, 
six-year deal. 

Suffice it to say the nightmarish run he’s been on since playing in last 
season’s all-star game continues. 

Not that this one was on him. 

With the help of several miscues in front of him, an opportunistic Habs 
team victimized Rittich by way of three special teams goals in a game the 
Flames opened rather well. 

Despite exhibiting a noticeable jump in their start the Flames found 
themselves down 2-0 in the first period, thanks to two power-play goals. 

As players and the coach admitted afterwards, the early deficit sent a 
team already reeling from two-straight losses into a tailspin. 
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“I just think we lacked some emotion,” said Sean Monahan, offering up a 
significant indictment on a team that has the experience to be stronger 
than that. 

“You’ve got to be invested emotionally in games, and when that’s lacking 
it’s tough to get momentum. We’ve got to play for each other. We’ve got 
a tight team, so we’ve got to regroup here real quick. We’ve got to be 
invested a lot harder and play harder, and when you do that that’s when 
you get results.” 

The effort wasn’t questionable in the first, when a Juuso Valimaki penalty 
midway through led to Brendan Gallagher’s crease tap-in Rittich had no 
chance on. 

Five minutes later, Shea Weber fired one of his legendary point blasts 
wide, only to have Valimaki deflect it in off of his stick. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Canadiens’ Anderson bats rebound out of the air to score against Flames 

The Valimaki/Nikita Nesterov duo was victimized a third time when a bad 
pinch midway through the game by the Russian led to a two-on-one in 
which Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s shot deflected off Rittich’s glove before being 
promptly batted in out of the air by Josh Anderson. 

“It wasn’t on him,” said Ward of his goalie, who has lost five straight 
starts dating back to last season. 

“I don’t think he had a chance on any of the first three goals. For playing 
his first game I thought he gave a good accounting of himself. The goals 
were happening out of things that were weird circumstances in the 
hockey game.” 

Nothing is weirder for a team as highly touted as the Flames than to 
abandon the fighting spirit they’d previously exhibited several times 
already this season. 

Despite firing just 21 shots at Rittich, the 5-0-2 Canadiens finished with a 
4-2 win that included two late, meaningless cheapies on Carey Price by 
the visitors. 

“I thought the first we came out with the right attitude and right mindset 
but you can’t let a game slip away and let the mistakes pile on after you 
get down a couple,” said captain Mark Giordano. “We didn’t keep playing 
the same way.” 

Remaining Time -0:48 

Monahan says Flames lacked emotion against Canadiens 

Is that mindset concerning for the coach of a team that has now lost 
three in a row? 

“It could be,” said Ward, whose club faces Montreal again Saturday, no 
doubt with Markstrom in net. “We’ll have to wait and see how we respond 
to it. You have to find moments in the game where you can garner 
emotion, especially since there’s no crowd. 

"With the lack of crowd you’ve got to try to generate that emotion, 
especially when you’re behind. We have to be emotionally attached 
every game.” 

The lone goal Rittich should have stopped was Tyler Toffoli’s 
shorthanded breakaway shot that somehow slid through the goalie’s 
pads. 

It was the sixth of the season for the free-agent signing, and it was the 
Habs’ fifth shorthanded strike of the year, tying an NHL record as the 
most scored by a team seven games in. 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Suzuki’s long flip pass sets up Toffoli for shorthanded goal 

“We were very opportunistic tonight,” said Weber, whose team opened 
the season with six impressive road games. “I don’t think that was our 
best effort by any means. We’ve got a lot of room to improve here.” 

Price made 23 stops, losing the shutout in the final 78 seconds when 
Milan Lucic and Rasmus Andersson scored for a Flames club now sitting 
at 2-3-1 and reeling over the type of stretch teams can ill-afford to go 
through in a 56-game season. 

“Teams go through it,” said Ward. “It probably would have been easier for 
us if we hadn’t lost the previous two games. 

"I think the emotion comes from how hard you compete and that certainly 
is a factor in it as well. This may be a real good lesson for us early.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks temporarily rediscover identity in sweep of lowly 
Senators 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – Funeral music at the start of the week, show tunes at 
the end. Welcome to the Vancouver Canucks’ world. 

With radio and social media conjecture last weekend that general 
manager Jim Benning’s job could be in jeopardy -- seven games into the 
National Hockey League season, in the middle of a pandemic that 
precludes any substantive roster changes, when revenue is as 
suppressed as attendance -- the Canucks rolled over the Ottawa 
Senators, completing Thursday a three-game series sweep against the 
worst team in hockey by winning 4-1 at Rogers Arena. 

Despite getting outshot each game, the Canucks impeached the 
Senators by a total score of 16-3 because goalies Braden Holtby and 
Thatcher Demko suddenly surged into form just as Vancouver’s 
struggling top line of Elias Pettersson, J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser found 
theirs. 

The forward trio generated three more goals on Thursday, two of them by 
Boeser, and Holtby nearly matched Demko’s outstanding performances 
Monday and Wednesday with a 36-save effort as the Canucks moved 
back to 5-5 and into a playoff spot. 

The North Division, however, isn’t Canada’s proudest achievement at the 
moment, and it’s as difficult to draw strong conclusions from Vancouver 
dusting Ottawa as it was last week when the team was getting overrun by 
the Montreal Canadiens amid a myriad of halting Canucks mistakes. 

But last week, the goaltending needed to be better and the 6-40-9 Lotto 
Line needed to be found. Which is why the West Coast mood has 
brightened considerably over the last four days. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Boeser walks in from goal line and roofs puck past Murray 

It looks like Twitter will have to wait to fire Benning. But stand by: the 
Canucks open a difficult six-game road trip against the three other 
Canadian teams in playoff position, starting Saturday against the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

“We knew it was an important series, especially before a road trip and 
after our start,” Boeser said after lifting his goal total to six in 10 games. 
“To get back to .500 and play well and play how we've been playing, 
before the road trip, I think it's huge. It gives our group confidence.” 

“We're still trying to figure out some of the kinks in our game... and we're 
still doing that,” defenceman Quinn Hughes said after setting up a pair of 
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early goals that launched the Canucks’ wire-to-wire win. “Like I said last 
year, we're going to be better two months from now than we are now. 
That's just the group we have; the more you play... the more we'll figure 
each other out. The three games here were really big just to kind of get 
back on track before things really slide.” 

The Canucks did look like a hockey team again, playing with far more 
positional discipline and better puck management. 

The Senators played well in spurts during the three games but couldn’t 
score, couldn’t get enough saves from Matt Murray and Marcus Hogberg, 
and got little from their emerging stars. 

It was so bad for Ottawa, another Tkachuk left angry. Brady Tkachuk 
pounded the glass in frustration after a last-minute fight Thursday with 
Zack MacEwen, although he didn’t go full-on toddler tantrum like his 
brother Matthew did Tuesday in Calgary. 

Brady had just one assist in three games in Vancouver and after opening 
the season with three points in the Senators’ only win, against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, has amassed two points over seven straight 
Ottawa losses since then. 

Remaining Time -0:40 

Holtby sends great pass up ice before Boeser snipes puck past Murray 

Ottawa’s other young star, defenceman Thomas Chabot, was largely 
invisible in the series until he caught Hughes on a poor angle one-and-
one and scored Ottawa’s only goal on Thursday. 

Holtby didn’t face nearly the shot quality Demko saw earlier in the week, 
but made timely saves, including a breakaway stop on Connor Brown 
seconds before the end of the middle period and Ottawa trailing 3-1. 

Demko said he felt “enough was enough” after his own poor start to the 
season, and Holtby looked Thursday like he had the same resolve, 
playing easily his best game of the year and nudging his save 
percentage north of 90. 

“I think we all want to be better, top to bottom,” Holtby said. “But as a 
goaltender, you pride yourself on trying to be the difference-maker when 
it's needed. That last Montreal game (5-2 loss on Saturday when Holtby 
allowed two late goals)... maybe you're nitpicking, but you've got to find a 
way to do it in order to lead your team when things aren't going well. 
Obviously, Thatch with the last two games and how unbelievable he 
played, I think we both know that this season it's going to take both of us 
to be consistent and try and be the difference makers. This three-game 
set is a good step in the right direction.” 

The Canucks lead the NHL in both goals scored (35) and allowed (36). 

Who knows where their next step will take them? 
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TSN.CA / Five Takeaways: Canucks vs Senators 

It was easy as 1-2-3 for the Vancouver Canucks as they completed a 
three-game sweep of the struggling Ottawa Senators on Thursday night. 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

TAKEAWAYS 

    It was easy as 1-2-3 for the Vancouver Canucks as they completed a 
three-game sweep of the struggling Ottawa Senators on Thursday night. 
The Canucks were as good as they needed to be in their 4-1 victory. 
There were flashes of offense, but overall, there wasn’t a whole lot to the 

game. The Canucks got out to a quick start and were never really 
threatened on the night. As was the case 24-hours earlier, the Canucks 
top end talent came through and did the bulk of the heavy lifting on 
offense and provided the scoring against a Sens team that offered very 
little resistance during its West Coast stay. Over the three-game series, 
the Canucks outscored Ottawa 16-3 winning 7-1, 5-1 and 4-1. Not only 
do the three victories get the Canucks back to .500 after 10 games (5-5), 
they head out on the road for a tough six game trip with their best players 
rounding into scoring form. Given the gloom and doom that hung over the 
hockey club at the start of the week, the Canucks did what they had to do 
against an overmatched opponent and can now exhale as they head for 
Winnipeg and a game against the Jets on Saturday night. 

    Brock Boeser scores in bunches. For the third time in 10 games this 
season, Boeser notched a pair of goals. He did it on opening night in 
Edmonton and then again last week at home against Montreal. After 
being held off the scoresheet on Wednesday when his linemates feasted 
on the Sens, Boeser got into the fun on Thursday with a pair of pretty 
goals. On his first, he did a nice job of reading the Senators penalty kill. 
As Ottawa defenseman Josh Brown anticipated a pass to Bo Horvat in 
the slot, Boeser took advantage of a path to the front of the net and 
walked out from the side of the goal to beat Matt Murray. As Boeser 
continues to learn the down-low position on the power play, that’s a great 
move if he has the opportunity. The more success he has in that spot, 
the more confident he’ll be. There was a lot to like in Boeser’s read and 
reaction -- not to mention his finish – on the play in question that opened 
the scoring just 5:30 into the hockey game. 

    Speaking of reading the play, Braden Holtby came to Vancouver with a 
solid reputation as one of the league’s best puck-handling goalies. And 
early in the second period, he put those skills on full display. With the 
Sens trying to sneak in a long change after dumping the puck into 
Canuck territory, Holtby had the presence of mind to recognize he had 
two teammates wide open near the Ottawa blue line. Without hesitation, 
the veteran netminder steered the puck sharply to Elias Pettersson who 
settled it down for an on-rushing Brock Boeser. Boeser picked up the 
puck just inside the Sens line, took a couple of strides to elude the 
Senators defenders who were scrambling into position and made no 
mistake as he snapped a quick shot past Matt Murray, off the post and in. 
Boeser’s finish was clinical, but that play doesn’t happen if Holtby isn’t 
sharp with both his decision making and his execution of the outlet pass 
from deep in his own zone. 

    With Thatcher Demko raising the bar in the Canuck crease with two 
strong showings earlier in the week, Holtby was up to the challenge 
himself on Thursday. He stopped 34 of 35 shots for his third win of the 
season. He was beaten only on a second period individual effort by Sens 
defenseman Thomas Chabot. But Holtby’s signature moment on the 
night came in the dying seconds of the second period with his team up 3-
1 and working on the power play. As Brock Boeser and Quinn Hughes 
misfired on a connection inside the Sens line, Connor Brown picked off 
the pass and went in all alone with a chance to pull his team within a 
goal. Instead, Holtby was patient and looked poised in the net easily 
turning aside Brown’s shot from the slot. Instead of it being a 3-2 game 
and Ottawa believing it had some life heading to the third, Holtby snuffed 
out that opportunity and shut the door the rest of the way. Despite the 
lopsided wins this week, make no mistake that Canucks goaltending was 
one of the positive developments to come out of the three game set 
against the Sens. 

    Much has been made of the volume of shots the Canucks have 
surrendered in the early going this season. And there is no question, it is 
not a flattering number. But unlike other nights this week and this season, 
the Senators 35-25 edge did not define this hockey game. Ottawa had a 
sizeable 19-9 advantage in the second period when it scored its only 
goal. But despite the Sens outshooting the Canucks 28-22 at even 
strength on the night, according to Natural Stat Trick, the Canucks 
actually held the edge in scoring chances (21-19), high danger chances 
(11-7) and Vancouver enjoyed a 3.01 to 1.49 expected goal advantage 
on the night. The Canucks still lead the league in shots allowed this 
season (334) and shots allowed per game (37.1). They gave up 36-43 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2021 

 

and 35 against the lowly Sens this week, so it’s certainly something to 
consider as they now face a run of teams that have considerably better 
finishers than Ottawa. But on this night, the Canucks did a decent job of 
limiting the Senators sustained pressure. Sure, the Sens won the battle 
on the shot clock, but they were never a threat to win the hockey game. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ Nylander to zero in on ending scoring drought 

William Nylander, who hasn't scored since potting two on opening night, 
will try to snap his seven-game goal drought when the Maple Leafs visit 
the Oilers tonight in Edmonton. Mark Masters has more. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. The 
Leafs and Oilers skated in Edmonton on Thursday morning.  

The two games between the Leafs and Oilers last week didn't produce 
the offensive fireworks many expected, but Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner, John Tavares, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl still all found 
a way to put the puck in the net.  

Now, William Nylander wants in on the fun.  

"I've been looking to pass in certain situations where I should definitely 
get a shot on goal so that's something to keep in mind and something I 
got to do better," said Nylander, who hasn't scored since potting two on 
opening night.  

This seven-game drought already matches Nylander's longest dry spell 
from last season (Dec. 3-17, 2019). He does have five assists, including 
a highlight-reel helper against the Oilers last Friday.  

"I was thinking shoot the entire time and then I saw [Jimmy Vesey] 
coming down and I saw the goalie came out pretty hard, too, so that's 
why I passed," Nylander explained. "Was lucky the D [Slater Koekkoek] 
didn't get a piece of the puck there. I like making plays, but I want to start 
scoring some goals too." 

    A+ pinch from Dermott. 

    A+ pass from Nylander. 

    Vesey finishes it off. pic.twitter.com/nEyYT3ht6r 

    — Kevin Papetti (@KPapetti) January 23, 2021 

Nylander exploded for a career-best 31 goals in 68 games last season. 
And he showed off his powerful shot by blasting a pair of pucks past 
Carey Price on Jan. 13. 

"The way the season started for Will in terms of how he shot the puck 
and just took that initiative whether it's the one timer off the faceoff 
against Montreal or stepping in on the power play and putting it under the 
bar, those were really good signs in terms of what he's capable of," said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "We haven't seen as much of that. It's not all on 
Will. In some cases the line hasn't provided those opportunities, but with 
his abilities we expect him to get on the inside more and attack the net 
more and generate more looks himself. We're also trying to find a little 
more consistency in the way the line attacks and the way he and John 
play off each other." 

Nylander pointed out that his line hasn't generated enough offensive-
zone time of late.  

"After the first shot, get the puck back," Nylander said of the necessary 
mindset. "We're second on the retrievals where they're able to get the 
puck out of the zone and we got to start over again." 

Keefe moved Ilya Mikheyev onto the line with Tavares and Nylander on 
Tuesday.  

"We played a little bit together up until when Micky got injured last year 
and were able to click very good together so I think that's going to be 
good for us," Nylander said. "We have to get the second pucks back and 
adding speed on the line will help us get those pucks back." 

Nylander wants to score more, trying to find passing vs. shooting balance 

With his shots on goal numbers down so far this season, William 
Nylander explains that he's been looking to pass lately, but knows he 
needs to do a better job of shooting more in hopes of finding the back of 
the net more often. 

--- 

Nylander needs to steal a page from Marner's playbook. The winger has 
adopted more of a shooting mentality this season and delivered the 
game-winning goal on Tuesday night.  

"A great shot and it was from far out, too, so definitely he's improved on 
his shot," said linemate Zach Hyman. 

Marner received a pass from Matthews in the high slot and one-timed it 
past Jacob Markstrom.  

"I've really been working on that shot with Mats," Marner revealed. "If I 
can try and find that spot more I know Mats can find me there. For me, it 
was just trying to get it off my stick quickly and on net for a chance for a 
rebound or something for Hymie or to go in which it did. I'm trying to get 
more of a shot mentality, try to be more of a threat." 

    Magic Man! 

      Marner fires home the one-timer! #LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/pNZLz7yJAc 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 27, 2021 

Marner, who had six shots on net in the last two games against the 
Flames, put on some muscle in the off-season while also changing the 
flex of his stick to try and transform his shot from muffin to missile.  

"It's underrated," said goalie Frederik Andersen. "He's good at picking 
spots and being pretty elusive and tricky a little bit with where he's going 
to go and that's something he's really good at. He wants to be more than 
an incredible passer and playmaker. I know he wants to add to his game 
and he's done that." 

Leafs' Marner uses 'underrated' shot to climb scoring list 

Mitch Marner potted his fifth goal of the season on Tuesday night beating 
Jacob Markstrom with a one-timer from distance. The Leafs winger 
revealed that changing the flex of his stick has helped turn his shot into 
more of a weapon this season. "He's good at picking spots and being 
pretty elusive and tricky," observed goalie Frederik Andersen. "I think it's 
underrated." 

Usually it's Matthews who's the finisher on Toronto's top line. Since the 
start of last season Marner has assisted on 26 of Matthews’ goals. But 
now the Marner shot is something the opposition needs to be wary of.  

"It adds an aspect to his game," said Koekkoek. "If a guy is pass-first, 
then you're looking around before you get to him and when he starts 
shooting the puck more it's obviously dangerous and something we have 
to take note of here." 

And that makes handling Matthews, already a daunting task, even 
harder.  

"One thing he does specifically well is pull and drag where he really 
changes the angle of his shot," said Koekkoek. "Like, when I go down to 
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block a shot I'm kind of reading his blade or reading where the guy is 
trying to shoot it so when he pulls it back like that and you're already 
committed to a block it's really tough to defend." 

How will Oilers handle Marner’s new shot mentality? 

With five goals in the first eight games of the season, Mitch Marner has 
developed a shoot-first mentality, which has been paying off. The Oilers 
discuss the challenges of adjusting defensively to contain Marner's new 
goal-scoring prowess. 

--- 

The Leafs, meanwhile, will have their hands full trying to contain 
McDavid, who is tied with Marner for the NHL's scoring lead with 12 
points. You can't take a second off against the Oilers captain.  

"I would say his ability to maintain his pace later on in the shift," said 
Hyman when asked if there was an underrated part of McDavid's game. 
"You can be hemming the other team in the offensive zone and have a 
great shift against his line and then 45 seconds into the shift he still has 
the ability to get to his top speed and to maintain it so he's always 
dangerous." 

There's also nowhere on the ice where McDavid isn't dangerous. He 
pulled off a buzzer-beating assist against the Winnipeg Jets on Sunday 
from behind the net.  

"His playmaking ability is unbelievable," noted Nylander. "The way he 
makes plays in the O-zone and behind the goal line catching guys is 
unbelievable." 

    Folks it doesn't get anymore buzzer beater-y than this. 
 #LetsGoOilers pic.twitter.com/jrJGJL83ft 

    — Edmonton Oilers (@EdmontonOilers) January 25, 2021 

And while much is made of Marner wanting to shoot more, it's McDavid 
who leads all NHLers in shots on net this season with 35. That is his 
highest total ever through his first eight games of a season.  

"He gets into situations where he [can] shoot the puck probably more 
than any player in the league," noted Draisaitl. "He's got a great shot and 
he's using it and obviously it shows." 

McDavid finished 23rd in shots last season.  

Leafs offer insight on McDavid’s underrated attributes 

Although defending against Connor McDavid's elite speed is typically the 
focal point for the Leafs, the team offers insight to other underrated 
attributes the Oilers captain possesses that make him so tough to slow 
down. 

--- 

Toronto won only 10 of its 25 one-goal games during the 2019-20 
season, matching Detroit (10) for the fewest such wins. But the Leafs are 
4-0-0 in one-goal games so far this season. The other two wins in their 
column this season came by two goals with an empty netter tacked on. 

"Being in those tight games and being able to close out those games has 
definitely been an improvement," Hyman said. 

The Leafs weren't at their best despite sweeping two games in Calgary 
earlier this week. The first win on Sunday was described by multiple 
players as "ugly" with credit given to Jack Campbell for stealing the two 
points. After an incredible first period, Toronto held on during the final 40 
minutes on Tuesday. So, there are plenty of things to clean up, but the 
fact they walked away with the wins is a sign of progress.  

"We talked about it after the game," said defenceman Justin Holl. "These 
are character wins and they're positive for a team finding its way, but I 
don’t think we’ve really touched how good we can be. We're not rolling 
yet." 

'Character wins' help Leafs get off to hot start 

All six of Toronto's wins have come by one goal or by two goals with an 
empty netter. "These are character wins and they're positive for a team 
finding its way," said defenceman Justin Holl. The Leafs are looking to 
tighten up defensively this season and the group is still getting used to 
Sheldon Keefe's system. "I don’t think we've really touched how good we 
can be," added Holl. "We're not rolling yet." 

--- 

With Mike Smith still sidelined, Mikko Koskinen makes his ninth straight 
start for the Oilers. 

"He says he's feeling strong physically, mentally," said coach Dave 
Tippett. "We're trying to make sure he gets enough rest in between 
games  but so far so good." 

With Campbell sidelined weeks with a leg injury, the Leafs are likely to 
ride Andersen for the foreseeable future. These next two games were 
likely earmarked for Andersen anyway. The Dane is a perfect 6-0-0 with 
a .928 save percentage in Edmonton during his NHL career.  

Nylander looking to find his offence; Is Koskinen's workload a concern? 

Mark Masters and Ryan Rishaug join SportsCentre to discuss what has 
to change for William Nylander to find the back of the net more, what the 
keys will be for the Oilers to defend the Leafs' offensive firepower tonight, 
and if Mikko Koskinen's workload is becoming a concern. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Thursday’s game in Edmonton:  

Forwards 

Hyman - Matthews - Marner 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Nylander 

Vesey - Kerfoot - Simmonds 

Barabanov - Spezza - Boyd 

Defence 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian 

Goalies 

Andersen starts  

Hutchinson 
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TSN.CA / Ward anticipates reunion with ‘really good mentor’ Julien 

The coaching history between Geoff Ward and Claude Julien goes back 
a long way. The head coaches have stayed in touch after working 
together over the years and meet tonight when the Flames and 
Canadiens square off in Montreal, Salim Valji writes. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

On the August 2020 night when Claude Julien had a frightening health 
incident that forced him to leave the NHL bubble in Toronto, he received 
many texts and calls from friends and family asking about his well-being. 
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One of those messages came from Calgary Flames head coach Geoff 
Ward, whom Julien had coached with for more than 10 years. 

“In typical Claude fashion, like it was no big deal,” Ward said in an 
interview with TSN, recalling the incident. 

The Montreal Canadiens head coach was admitted to a Toronto hospital 
with chest pains after the Aug. 12 Eastern Conference first-round series 
game against the Philadelphia Flyers. The following day, the 60-year-old 
had a stent placed in one of his coronary arteries. 

“‘I’m great, everything’s all right, I had a stem put in, I feel great.’ That’s 
Claude.” 

The history between the two men is well documented. 

They first met more than two decades ago, in 1997, when Hockey 
Canada brought Julien on as the head coach of its under-18 team. His 
assistant? A former high school teacher named Geoff Ward. While 
coaching future NHL stars Brad Richards and Vincent Lecavalier, the two 
hit it off. Four years later, Julien brought Ward with him to Hamilton to be 
his assistant with the AHL’s Bulldogs. The trend would continue when 
Julien was hired as the Bruins head coach in 2007, with Ward following 
suit as an assistant coach in Boston. 

They won hundreds of games together, culminating in the 2011 Stanley 
Cup. 

“I owe him an awful lot,” the 58-year-old Ward said. 

“He was a really, really good mentor to me. We had a real good time 
together.” 

As quick as Ward is to acknowledge Julien’s role in his career, 
Canadiens bench boss is just as effusive in his praise of Ward. 

“Geoff’s a really good coach,” the 60-year-old Julien said in a media 
session this week. 

“He knows the game extremely well. Him being a head coach now is not 
surprising to me. He’s paid his dues. I’m not surprised how well he’s 
done. He had to take over a team halfway through the season last year 
and the team never missed a beat and did well. Deservingly, he was 
extended. Watching his team so far this season, they’ve done well.” 

Beyond Julien, Ward forged his own path, winning Coach of the Year 
honours in both the American Hockey League (2003) and DEL in 
Germany (2015). The two men have stayed in touch over the years and 
during the season, Ward glances at how Julien’s teams are doing (and 
listens to his media Zoom sessions). 

“Now that he’s gone to Montreal, you’re keeping tabs with what’s going 
on with him there and how the team’s doing,” Ward said. 

“Obviously with the way the divisions are now, you’re paying attention to 
it a bit more, but I’m always watching to see how he’s doing and his 
press conferences, just to stay up to date.” 

The two met twice last season when Ward was the Flames’ interim head 
coach, with Julien getting the better of him on both occasions. Now the 
full-time head coach, Ward, a father of four, isn’t taking anything for 
granted – especially during the COVID-19 pandemic and just months 
after his longtime friend had a health scare. 

“Claude said many times that the health of your family is more important 
than hockey,” Ward said. 

“I agree with him 100 per cent.” 

 SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-Ward said that there’s sometimes misconceptions about Julien’s style of 
coaching. “People have him pegged as a defensive coach, but he wasn’t 
really a defensive coach. We always had a really good goal differential in 
those years.” Indeed, in their seven seasons together in Boston, the 
Bruins averaged a plus-42 goal differential. 

-After back-to-back wins against Vancouver, the Flames then lost two 
straight to the Toronto Maple Leafs, putting them out of the (early) playoff 
picture in the all-Canadian North Division. A big part of that is a lack of 
secondary scoring, and a shortage of even-strength scoring. Of the 
Flames’ 16 goals so far in 2020-21, 11 have come from Johnny 
Gaudreau, Sean Monahan, Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk. The 
team’s seven five-on-five goals is tied for the fourth-fewest in the league. 

The Flames’ bottom-six forwards (Sam Bennett, Mikael Backlund, Josh 
Leivo, Milan Lucic, Derek Ryan and Joakim Nordstrom) in the lineup 
against the Leafs on Tuesday night have combined for just two goals so 
far this season. 

-While the even-strength scoring is a worrying stat, the team has to be 
happy that Gaudreau, Monahan, Lindholm, Tkachuk, and Andrew 
Mangiapane have each been on the ice for just one five-on-five goal 
against. What’s better? Newcomer Chris Tanev and Noah Hanifin have 
yet to surrender a five-on-five goal. Derek Ryan has also not been on the 
ice for a five-on-five goal against. All of the numbers above are from 
Natural Stat Trick. 

-I’ll admit, I predicted Mangiapane would lead the team in scoring this 
year. The Toronto native was third on the team last season with 17 even-
strength goals, despite starting most of his shifts in the defensive zone. 
So far he has yet to find the back of the net after filling in for the injured 
Dillon Dubé on a line with Tkachuk and Lindholm. 

-Dubé’s absence from the lineup seems to have had an effect on the 
forward unit. The 22-year-old 2018 World Junior gold medal winner had a 
fine start to the season, with two points in three games while playing 
alongside Tkachuk and Lindholm and on the second power-play unit. He 
played just 3:55 against Vancouver, missed the team’s bye week 
practices, and is still listed day-to-day. 

- While fans may think players are rather bored on road trips, apparently 
there is some entertainment. At least in Montreal, the Flames have a ping 
pong table, pool table, and video games. One of the common threads 
about this Calgary group is that the players are very close. As Ward said, 
those activities are important in terms of players socializing with one 
another. 

-Three weeks ago, I wrote an article that named a few under-the-radar 
Calgary players who could have a big impact this season…thinking 
beyond the Gaudreaus and Giordanos of the world. Someone in the 
Flames organization reached out to say that I should have included 
blueliner Nikita Nesterov on that list. The Russian is paired with young 
Finn Juuso Valimaki and played fairly well so far. Captain Mark Giordano 
went out of his way to praise the duo as well. 
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TSN.CA / Tkachuk showing signs of reaching full potential 

Fiery Flames forward is generating a hefty volume of offence from the 
wing early this season, Travis Yost writes, 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Montreal Canadiens winger Brendan Gallagher – one of the league’s 
most dangerous weapons out of the low slot – has made a career out of 
terrorizing goaltenders around the net, using his strength and agility to 
get position on weaker defenders and generate heaps of scoring 
chances. 

It appears Gallagher’s success is inspiring an analogous player in 
Calgary. 
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Matthew Tkachuk, a fiery forward who plays a similar style of interior 
attacking game as Gallagher, has established himself as a top-six 
forward in this league. Entering his fifth season, the expectation for 
Tkachuk was to again carry a heavy piece of the scoring burden for the 
Flames, hopefully getting back to his wondrous 34-goal campaign from 
two years ago. 

Tkachuk, like Gallagher, tends to create his offence through havoc and 
chaos. And he is quite effective at it! 

If there has been one complaint (well, perhaps one “other” complaint) 
with Tkachuk’s offence, it’s been about untapped potential. When 
Tkachuk is at his best he is a pest of the highest order, forcing opposing 
defences into frenzies and generating scoring chances off rush and 
rebound opportunities at will. 

Through the first four seasons, in particular at even strength, Tkachuk 
has been a pretty predicable player. He’ll generate about 13 shot 
attempts and 0.8 goals per 60 minutes of play, a fairly hefty volume of 
offence from the wing: 

This is precisely what you want to see from a top-six forward – a player 
who generates heavy volumes of offence and scores at reliable and 
predictable rates. 

For frame of reference, Tkachuk’s production before the 2020-21 season 
puts him in the 75th percentile in goal scoring amongst regular forwards 
and 85th percentile in shot generation. 

One thing you will notice – with the full caveat that we are only two weeks 
into the 2020-21 regular season – is a massive jump in shot rates for 
Tkachuk this season. 

It looks like an outlier, and perhaps it is for a player of Tkachuk’s skill set. 
But forwards generating north of 20 shots per 60 minutes of play does 
happen a handful of times in a given season. These forwards tend to 
already be productive players who see their team dominate territorially 
when they are on the ice, opening up added shooting opportunities for 
teammates. 

If we look at the past four seasons as an example, you see a common 
trend of hyper-aggressive and talented forwards who play on good teams 
capable of hitting this mark, including the aforementioned Gallagher: 

What would a Calgary offence look like if Tkachuk was able to sustain 
this shot profile, maintaining his prolific scoring touch and adding a 
significant volume of shots to the ledger? It would look something like this 
(Tkachuk’s shot profiles year-over-year provided courtesy of HockeyViz): 

The biggest question for Tkachuk will be sustainability. One of the 
interesting early season moves made by head coach Geoff Ward was to 
split Tkachuk from Mikael Backlund, a duo that’s had success for a few 
years in Calgary. The Flames have paired up Backlund on a separate 
line with Sam Bennett, leaving Tkachuk to anchor his line with Elias 
Lindholm and a rotation of Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube. It’s 
certainly a different look, and it’s one that’s been a boon for the Calgary 
second line so far. 

It’s still early times in Calgary, but the Flames have to be quite 
encouraged by the leap taken by Tkachuk so far this season. 
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TSN.CA / Canucks vs Senators Gameday Preview 

The Vancouver Canucks look for a three game sweep of the Ottawa 
Senators when the two teams meet for the third time in four nights at 
Rogers Arena. The Canucks are coming off a 5-1 win last night and have 
outscored the Sens 12-2 in the first two games of this series. 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks (4-5) look for a three game 
sweep of the Ottawa Senators (1-5-1) when the two teams meet for the 
third time in four nights at Rogers Arena. The Canucks are coming off a 
5-1 win last night and have outscored the Sens 12-2 in the first two 
games of this series. The back to back victories marks the first time this 
season the Canucks have recorded consecutive wins. 

After a sluggish start in which they surrendered 23 first period shots, the 
Canucks turned the game around in the second. JT Miller scored twice 
and added an assist on Elias Pettersson’s power play goal as the 
Canucks outscored the Sens 3-0 in the middle frame. Miller’s goals were 
his first two of the season. The Lotto Line with Brock Boeser combined 
for five points, 12 shots and 19 attempts on the night. 

Thatcher Demko stopped a season-high 42 shots on the night and turned 
aside 77 of 79 Ottawa shots over two games. Demko is expected to give 
way to Braden Holtby tonight. Holtby has not played since a 5-2 loss to 
Montreal last Saturday night. 

Tyler Motte opened and closed the scoring last night. He has three goals 
in the past two games and now shares the Canucks team lead in goals 
with captain Bo Horvat. Both players have five goals through nine games. 
A career 9.5% shooter, Motte is enjoying a hot run of good luck scoring 
his five goals on 21 shots (23.8%). With Motte’s contributions, the 
Canucks now have 11 goals from ‘bottom six’ forwards through the 
team’s first nine games of the season. 

The Canucks got four points from defensemen last night and with 
4+20=24 they lead the NHL in scoring from defensemen. Quinn Hughes 
had a pair of assists and leads the league in individual defensemen 
scoring with 1+8=9. 

While the Canucks offense has come alive against the Sens, there are 
still issues at the other end of the ice. Last night was the third time in nine 
games that the team has allowed 40+ shots in a game. Despite holding 
Ottawa to one goal in each of the last two games, the Canucks are still 
29th in the NHL in goals against per game (3.89) and 31st in shots 
allowed (37.1). 

The Sens are looking to snap a six-game winless skid (0-5-1) during 
which they’ve been outscored 29-11. Since squandering a 3-2 third 
period lead in Winnipeg on Saturday, the team has been outscored 16-2. 
Josh Norris had Ottawa’s lone goal last night on a first period power play. 
Brady Tkachuk picked up an assist and he and Norris now share the 
team lead in scoring with Nikita Zaitsev. All three players have five 
points. 

It’s been a tough go for defenseman Mike Reilly and rookie forward Tim 
Stutzle in Vancouver. The Canucks have scored 10 even-strength goals 
and one short-handed marker over the past two games. Reilly and 
Stutzle have been on the ice for six of those 11 while veteran forward 
Derek Stepan has been on for five. 

Matt Murray is expected to return to the Ottawa net after backing up 
Marcus Hogberg last night. Murray made 28 saves and allowed all seven 
goals in Monday’s 7-1 loss. He is 1-3-1 on the season with a 4.47 GAA 
and 86.2% save percentage. 

Defenseman Christian Wolanin left last night’s game midway through the 
second period and did not return. That will likely prompt at least one line-
up change for coach DJ Smith tonight. Josh Brown was a healthy scratch 
last night after playing on Monday. He could draw back in for the 
Senators. 

After tonight, the Canucks embark on a six-game road trip starting in 
Winnipeg on Saturday while the Sens move on to Edmonton for a pair of 
games before finishing their seven-game road run in Montreal. 

POSSIBLE CANUCKS LINE-UP 

Miller-Pettersson-Boeser 
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Pearson-Horvat-Hoglander 

MacEwen-Sutter-Virtanen 

Motte-Beagle-Roussel 

Hughes-Benn 

Schmidt-Myers 

Edler-Chatfield 

Holtby 

POSSIBLE SENATORS LINE-UP 

Tkachuk-Norris-Batherson 

Paul-White-Dadonov 

Stutzle-Tierney-C. Brown 

Paquette-Stepan-Watson 

Chabot-Zaitsev 

Reilly-Gudbranson 

J. Brown-Coburn 

Murray 
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USA TODAY / Los Angeles Kings defensemen Matt Roy, Sean Walker 
leave game after scary injuries vs. Minnesota Wild 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Thursday night's Kings-Wild game got off to a physical start as 
Minnesota's Marcus Foligno and Los Angeles' Kurtis MacDermid 
dropped the gloves off the opening faceoff. 

It ended badly for the Kings as they lost two defensemen to scary-looking 
injuries during the 5-3 loss. 

"Emotionally, it takes a lot out of a team to see two teammates leave like 
that," Kings coach Todd McLellan said after the game. 

Matt Roy had to be helped off the ice in the second period when he was 
checked from behind by Minnesota forward Kevin Fiala.  

Fiala shoved the defenseman as they chased a loose puck and Roy fell 
head first into the boards. Fiala received a five-game boarding major and 
a game misconduct, and could face supplemental discipline. 

During the third period, the Kings' Sean Walker left the game after he 
was hit in the face by a slap shot from Minnesota defenseman Matt 
Dumba. He was bleeding as he skated bent over toward the bench, was 
examined and then helped to the dressing room. Dumba checked on him 
before he left. 

"I feel so bad about that," a shaken Dumba said after the game. "It's got 
to be one of the worst shots I've taken in my career. ... I've got to go 
apologize after this." 

Neither defenseman returned and McLellan said they were being looked 
at by doctors. 

"I hope they'll be able to travel home with us, but obviously two very 
unfortunate incidents in the game, and not something you want to see in 
the game at all," he said. "But I think they're going to be OK eventually." 
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USA TODAY / Capitals teammates mob Zdeno Chara, 43, after he 
scores his first Washington goal 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

One of the NHL's biggest offseason surprises was when 14-year captain 
Zdeno Chara left the Boston Bruins and signed a one-year, $795,000 
deal with the Washington Capitals. 

His new teammates are truly appreciative. 

Just look at the reaction after he scored his first goal with the Capitals on 
Thursday night against the New York Islanders. 

Chara, 43, received a pass from defenseman Justin Schultz and the 6-9 
defenseman and five-time winner of the hardest shot competition ripped 
a shot past Islanders goaltender Semyon Varlamov with 1:30 left in the 
second period. 

Rather than getting the usual fist bump at the Capitals bench, Chara was 
mobbed by his teammates. 

The goal gave the Capitals a 5-3 lead in a game they once trailed 3-0. 
They won 6-3. 

They roared back despite missing forwards Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov, defenseman Dmitry Orlov and goalie Ilya Samsonov, who 
were in COVID-19 protocol for a fourth game. The Capitals are 3-0-1 in 
their absence. 

"We came out in the second with a lot more urgency in our game," Chara 
told NBC Sports Washington after the game. "We started to play a lot 
more physical, a lot more kind of on-our-toes hockey and we started to 
put pucks in the net." 

Chara won a Stanley Cup with the Bruins, but the team told him it wanted 
to work in more time for their younger defensemen. So he signed with the 
Capitals. 

Boston will come to Washington on Saturday. 
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USA TODAY / NHL debate: Which team's hot start to 2021 season isn't a 
fluke? 

 

Jace Evans  Mike Brehm  Jimmy Hascup 

 

The start of every NHL season is sure to bring surprises. Some teams 
get off to unexpected hot starts. Teams that were pegged to contend can 
sometimes stumble out of the gate. 

Less than 10 games in, we're very much still in the "small sample size" 
portion of the season. Some hot starters will inevitably come crashing 
back to Earth. Some slow-starting squads will shake off the rust and soon 
kick it into high gear. 

But some of what we're seeing is real, too.  
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With that in mind, our question this week is: Which team's hot start to the 
2021 NHL season isn't a fluke?   

Vegas Golden Knights: The Golden Knights entered the year as a 
Stanley Cup contender and the early returns on their season (5-1-1, first 
in the West Division) have not disappointed. (Of note, four of seven 
games were against the Arizona Coyotes.) They rank in the top half of 
the league in scoring and goals against. Mark Stone is looking like a 
very, very early MVP candidate (two goals, 11 points), Max Pacioretty is 
tied for the league lead in goals (six) and Shea Theodore has seven 
points in seven games, good for third in the league among defensemen. 
Vegas was set to play its second game in a row Thursday with general 
manager Kelly McCrimmon behind the bench because the coaching staff 
is self-isolating “out of an abundance of caution” after someone on the 
staff tested positive for COVID-19. However, the game was postponed. -- 
Jimmy Hascup 

Montreal Canadiens: The Habs and Washington Capitals are the only 
teams that have played more than three games and have yet to lose in 
regulation. The early key for Montreal? The highest-scoring offense in the 
NHL (4.89 goals per game), paced by shrewd free agent acquisition Tyler 
Toffoli (five goals, three assists in six games). Now the Canadiens 
probably won't score nearly five goals a game the whole season ... but it 
certainly doesn't seem like their scoring is going to dry up completely. 
Montreal has the benefit of playing this season exclusively against its 
fellow Canadian teams, the worst of which – Ottawa, Edmonton and 
Vancouver – generally look like a mess on defense and the best of which 
– Toronto and Winnipeg – are hardly known as shutdown units. Factor in 
that Carey Price probably isn't going to post a sub-.900 save percentage 
all season ... it seems likely we'll be seeing Montreal in the postseason. -- 
Jace Evans 

55 greatest Super Bowl moments ever 

Mock draft: What if Jets bypass QB with No. 2 pick? 

CBS's Nantz, Romo anticipate a Super Bowl for the ages 

Naomi Osaka adds pro sports team owner to her résumé 

Deshaun Watson's next team? Ranking all 31 potential suitors 

Winnipeg Jets: It’s rare to see three unhappy players as part of one 
trade, but the Jets’ deal with the Blue Jackets could help Winnipeg build 
on its 5-2 start. Newcomer Pierre-Luc Dubois, whose father is on the 
Manitoba Moose’s coaching staff, will give the Jets solid depth at center 
with Mark Scheifele and Paul Stastny once he clears quarantine. Patrik 
Laine and Jack Roslovic are gone in the trade, but Laine was hurt and 
Roslovic was unsigned. Resurgent Nikolaj Ehlers and breakout Andrew 
Copp join Blake Wheeler and Scheifele in leading the NHL's second-
ranked (goals per game) offense. With reigning Vezina Trophy winner 
Connor Hellebuyck in net, the Jets could make some noise in the North 
Division. 

-- Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY LOADED: 01.29.2021 

 


