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Hurricanes’ Martin Necas ‘starting to emerge’ as the team continues to deal with COVID  

By Chip Alexander  

Rod Brind’Amour never seems to get the name right. 

When the Carolina Hurricanes coach mentions forward 
Martin Necas, he usually pronounces the last name “NEE-
cash.” That’s not quite right, according to Martin Necas, who 
says it’s “NEH-chus.” 

Whatever the pronunciation, Necas just wants his head 
coach to use the name as often as possible, and in a good 
way. Like on Thursday night, for example. 

The Canes, coming off a long COVID-19 break, were in 
overtime against the Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC Arena. 
Neither team had scored and neither goalie, the Canes’ Petr 
Mrazek nor the Lightning’s Andrei Vasilevskiy, wanted to be 
the first to break, to blink. 

But 3-on-3 play and open ice suits Necas well. Speed is his 
thing. The Czech can fly. He also can handle the puck while 
flying. 

“He’s got that ability I call game-breaking,” Brind’Amour said 
on the postgame media call. “Five on five is hard and it’s 
tight, and then you have those specialty times, you need to 
have those special players.” 

Overtime against Tampa 

The overtime opened with Jordan Staal winning the draw, 
then quickly leaving the ice for Sebastian Aho. The trio of 
Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie Hamilton kept the puck 
for a while, then Necas came on the ice, then Staal. 

Necas took a pass from Hamilton in the Canes zone and 
pushed it ahead to Staal on the left wing. Necas then 
accelerated up the middle, using that see-ya speed to leave 
Tampa Bay forward Tyler Johnson in his wake, took a 
perfectly executed saucer pass from Staal and knocked the 
puck past Vasilevskiy at 1:12 of overtime. 

“A beautiful sauce,” Necas described it. “There’s always 
chances (in overtime). It’s 3-on-3 on the ice and it’s always 
an advantage for better skaters. There’s a lot of space. If 
someone is a little asleep on you ... “ 

Make it 1-0, Canes, over the 2020 Stanley Cup champion. 
Make it another shutout for Mrazek and a complete-game 
win for the Hurricanes in their first home game of the season, 
albeit one played before an empty house during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Five regulars out of the lineup and on the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol list and the Canes found a way.. They killed 
penalties, they fought for pucks, they closed in around 
Mrazek when needed and went on the attack when possible. 

Necas a more mature player  

That’s Necas’ game. Put him in transition and he’s in his 
element, with his footspeed. But the former first-round draft 
pick also is beginning to fill out his game, become a more 
mature NHL player. 

Necas’ goal Thursday was his first of the season for the 
Canes (3-1-0) and his first NHL overtime winner. He had 16 
goals and 36 points in 64 games in the pandemic-shortened 
2019-20 season, then a goal and three assists in eight 
postseason games. 

“He’s starting to emerge, you can see it,” Brind’Amour said. 

With the Canes short on penalty killers, Necas was used 
Thursday. Brind’Amour liked what he saw and Necas said, 
“When I was younger I used to play PK. It’s good to be part 
of the PK, I like it.”  

Brind’Amour also had to like the play of the Vincent Trocheck 
line with Necas and Nino Niederreiter on the wings. They 
were active much of the game, pushing the pace.  

Especially No. 88, that “NEE-cash” guy who likes it fast. 

Players off COVID list 

Forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren 
Foegele have been removed from the NHL COVID-19 
protocol list, but Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin and 
forward Jesper Fast remained Friday. Brind’Amour said 
Friday the players who have been cleared can practice but 
not yet are cleared to play.
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Tweetmail No. 249: Themes, Shootouts & Reverse Retro 

By Michael Smith 

Hello and welcome to Tweetmail presented by Segra. This is 
a regular feature on Hurricanes.com in which I answer your 
Twitter questions, which are mostly about the Carolina 
Hurricanes and sometimes about travel or television or food. 
It's a mailbag of tweets. It's Tweetmail. Maybe you learn a 
little something, and maybe we have some fun, too. 

We start this week with an email question, so let's get to it. 

The first one: During this season, will there still be 
designated Pride Nights and things like that even without 
fans in the arena?  

The second one: You mentioned that Ryan Suzuki might 
have the opportunity to spend some time in the AHL while 
waiting for the OHL season to start. However, it was my 
understanding that there's a CHL rule stating that their 
players couldn't play in the AHL until they're 20, and Suzuki 
doesn't turn 20 until May. If that rule does in fact exist, is 
there a chance the CHL/OHL might allow exceptions for this 
season? - Alex P. 

Thank you for the email questions, Alex! 

First question: Yes, the plan is to still "host" a limited number 
of theme nights, including Pride Night, throughout the 
season, even without fans in attendance. Sunday's game, for 
instance, is the Canes' third annual Hockey Talks night, as 
the team raises awareness and promotes the importance of 
mental health. 

Second question: You are indeed correct that the transfer 
agreement between the Canadian Hockey League, which 
includes the OHL, QMJHL and WHL, and the National 
Hockey League stipulates that a player must be 20 years old 
(or have completed four seasons of junior hockey) before 
joining an NHL team's American Hockey League affiliate.  

However, since the start of junior seasons have been 
delayed, prospects like Ryan Suzuki, Jamieson Rees and 
Seth Jarvis can compete with the Chicago Wolves until they 
have to report to their junior clubs. Think of it as a temporary 
pause on the transfer agreement. 

Since the WHL has targeted Feb. 26 as its start date, Jarvis' 
time with the Wolves could be more limited than Suzuki's or 
Rees', given than the OHL's season remains up in the air. 

In any case, this time in Chicago is extremely valuable 
experience for three of the Canes' top prospects. If they're 
not yet NHL-ready, jumping into game action at the next 
highest level is a boon to their development given that their 
able to compete against bigger and stronger talent. 

"Any time an athlete has the opportunity to play at a level 
that is higher than their current club is a learning 
experience," Darren Yorke, now an assistant general 
manager for the team, told me about a month ago. 

If a game is scoreless until the shootout, do both goalies get 
credit for a shutout? Technically, neither gave up a goal that 
counts on anyone's stats. - @toddamcgee 

You're exactly right, Todd. The shootout is a mystical black 
hole of statistics. It's kind of like "Interstellar," traveling from 
one dimension to the next, trying to figure out when in time 
and space you are and which stats count where. 

Games tied after regulation and overtime are officially 
decided in the shootout - one team and one goaltender lose, 
while one team and one goaltender win. Those stats count. 
But, goals and saves from the shootout itself have their own 
statistical sub-category; if Sebastian Aho scores the deciding 
goal in the shootout, it's not added to his goal total and 
doesn't count as a game-winning goal even though, well, it 
kind of is. 

A single goal is added to the goals for (win) or the goals 
against (loss) column for a team in the standings, which 
makes sense given tiebreaker scenarios. But! The league's 
official goals for per game and goals against per game 
statistics do not include the extra shootout tallies. 

To draw another parallel to the film and television medium, 
what happens in the shootout is kind of like what happens to 
the two percent of the world's population that suddenly 
disappeared in "The Leftovers" - something happens to the 
stats, just like something happened to those 140 million 
people, but we're just not sure what or where or why. 

So, to answer your question, Todd, yes, if the score of a 
game is 0-0 at the end of overtime, both goaltenders are 
credited with a shutout, and then one of them is also credited 
with an overtime loss after the shootout decision. 

This is a timely question, especially given the track of 
Thursday night's home opener. Had Jordan Staal and Martin 
Necas not hooked up for a beauty of a game-winning goal, 
we might have seen dueling shutouts for Petr Mrazek and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy with the way the two netminders were 
battling it out for 60-plus minutes. Then, one of them would 
have tacked an OTL onto their record for the season, despite 
also posting a shutout. Weird! 

After the Golden Knights COVID coaching issues, who would 
the Canes use if the coaches had to quarantine? If Don 
Waddell was the head coach, would the assistants have to 
sport turtlenecks as well? - @ZachBradshaw6 
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Don Waddell already wears two hats as the president and 
general manager of the Canes. And, in the last week, he's 
been joking that he's now "Dr. Don" after being involved in 
regular conversations with team and league medical 
professionals. So, might as well add another title in "head 
coach" to his job description. 

He does, after all, have previous head coaching experience 
in both the International Hockey League and National 
Hockey League. It's been a while - he last coached the 
Atlanta Thrashers in 2007-08 - but I would imagine it would 
be like riding a bike, right? 

Plus, from a practical standpoint, he's among the very small 
group of staff that are being regularly tested and can thus be 

around the team, so it would make sense that he would be 
the EBUHC option. Mock turtlenecks optional. 

Has there been confirmation that our opponents on the 
Reverse Retro nights will be wearing their Reverse Retro 
jerseys, too? - @Andy_Elliott78 

The Canes will wear their new Reverse Retro jerseys twice, 
both against Original Six opponents: Feb. 19 vs. Chicago 
and April 10 vs. Detroit. In both games, the opponents will be 
wearing their standard white road sweaters. 

The Canes are scheduled to see opponents' Reverse Retro 
jerseys thrice this season, including once at home: Feb. 25 
at Tampa Bay, Feb. 27 at Florida and March 4 vs. Detroit, 
when the Canes will wear their standard home reds.

 

Preview: Stars vs. Hurricanes 

Canes begin back-to-back set against undefeated Stars 

By Michael Smith 

After shutting out the champions, the Carolina Hurricanes 
now open a weekend back-to-back set against the Dallas 
Stars, the team that challenged Tampa Bay for the Stanley 
Cup in late September. 

The Match-Up 

Dallas Stars (4-0-0, 8 points) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (3-1-0, 
6 points) 

Saturday, Jan. 30, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

News to Know 

Back in Action: The Canes returned to game action on 
Thursday after a nine-day layoff, finally opening at home 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Petr Mrazek made 32 
saves en route to his second shutout in his first three starts 
of the season, while Martin Necas netted his first goal of the 
year, the game-winning tally 72 seconds into overtime. 

Getting Healthy: The Canes were down five NHL regulars on 
Thursday, but the team is trending healthy. Warren Foegele, 
Jordan Martinook and Teuvo Teravainen, the three players 
added to the COVID-19 Protocol list on Jan. 19, all skated in 
a limited team practice on Friday, but they're not yet 
expected to be available to return to the lineup. 

"This is the first on-ice workout they've had in a while. It's a 
good sign," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said on Friday. 
"They're on their way back, that's for sure." 

Numbers to Know 

11: After having a back-to-back interrupted last week in 
Nashville, this weekend marks the Canes' first of what are 
now 11 back-to-back sets this season. 

187: After the second- and fourth-longest ironmen streaks in 
franchise history, belonging to Jaccob Slavin and 
Teravainen, ended on Thursday, Sebastian Aho now owns 
the team's longest stretch of consecutive games played with 
187. He last missed a game on Jan. 25, 2018. 

1-2-3: Mrazek is the first goaltender in franchise history to 
record two shutouts in his first three appearances of the 
season. 

The Opposition 

2019-20 record: 37-24-8, 82 points (.594 points %), 3rd in 
Central Division 
CAR vs. DAL in 2019-20: 0-2-0 
2019-20 leading scorer: Tyler Seguin, 50 points (17g, 33a) in 
69 games 
Key additions: Mark Pysyk (D) 
Key subtractions: Mattias Janmark (C), Corey Perry (RW) 

Led by former Hurricane Anton Khudobin in net, who 
recorded 14 wins, a 2.69 goals-against average and a .917 
save percentage in 25 postseason games, the Stars made a 
run to the 2020 Stanley Cup Final, losing to Tampa Bay in 
six games. Though the Stars' roster remained largely 
untouched in the offseason, they began the season without 
forward Tyler Seguin, who led the team in scoring in 2019-
20, and goaltender Ben Bishop, and saw Jamie Benn, Joel 
Kiviranta and Roope Hintz all hit the injured list in the last 
week. 

Even still, the Stars are undefeated to beign the season. 
They've twice claimed victory in one-goal decisions and 
twice hung seven goals on an opponent in their first four 
games.
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Stars face the Hurricanes, look for 5th straight victory 

Dallas Stars (4-0-0, second in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (3-1-0, seventh in the Central Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Dallas will try to keep its four-game win 
streak intact when the Stars take on Carolina. 

Carolina went 38-25-5 overall and 8-12-1 in division action in 
the 2019-20 season. The Hurricanes were called for 276 
penalties last season averaging 4.1 penalties and 8.6 penalty 
minutes per game. 

Dallas finished 12-9-3 in division play and 18-12-5 on the 
road in the 2019-20 season. The Stars scored 42 power play 
goals on 199 power play opportunities last season. 

The matchup Saturday is the first meeting this season for the 
two teams. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Staal: out (covid-19). 

Stars: Roope Hintz: day to day (lower body).

 

 

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Gardiner, Trocheck on win over Lightning, upcoming tilt with 
Stars 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, defenseman 
Jake Gardiner and center Vincent Trocheck spoke with 
media via Zoom Friday.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes finally played at home Thursday 
night, beating the Tampa Bay Lightning 1-0 in overtime 
thanks to a shutout from Petr Mrazek and a game-winning 
goal from Martin Necas.  

The Canes played their first game in 10 days Thursday night, 
as five members of the team were absent while still on the 
NHL’s COVID protocol. It didn’t matter though, as a great 
effort from Mrazek and the team led the Canes to a win over 
the defending champs.  

The Hurricanes had a limited practice Friday morning, and 
they also had some good news out on the ice. Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele, who all 
missed Thursday’s game on the COVID list, were practicing 
Friday in PNC Arena.  

Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour, defenseman Jake 
Gardiner and center Vincent Trocheck met with members of 
the media via Zoom Friday to discuss the win over Tampa 
Bay and an upcoming two-game stretch against Dallas.  

Here is everything Brind’Amour, Gardiner and Trocheck had 
to say Friday: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if there’s an update on Martinook, Foegele and 
Teravainen: I guess the update would be that they are 
cleared to get practicing. They are not clear, as far as I know, 
to be, certainly not playing. This is their first on-ice workout 
that they’ve had in a while. It’s a good sign. They are on their 
way back for sure.  

On how he’s seen Andrei Svechnikov grow: In all areas. You 
mentioned as a person, for sure. He’s definitely more 
comfortable just being in the NHL and in an NHL locker room 
with a bunch of older guys. He’s just familiar with it. You can 
just see that he’s comfortable. I think his personality, he was 
already really infectious, but now that he is comfortable you 
can see that he is owning the room almost.  

I think his play reflects that. His first year you noticed him. 
His second year he was getting more and more. Now you 
feel like you notice him every time he is on the ice. He’s an 
impactful player. He’s just getting better and better. Like I’ve 
always said from day one, it’s his willingness to try to be 
better. He wants to get better. He’s in the coaches office all 
the time. He wants to watch video. He’s very receptive. That 
makes you think that he is going to continue to get better.  

On if anything jumped off during film about the Canes’ overall 
effort Thursday night: No, I mean that was the go-away for 
me. We knew we had to have that kind of effort to take on 
any team in the NHL, but Tampa for sure. You have to throw 
your best at them. We made a lot of mistakes. We had a lot 
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of key plays. Our goalie made some big saves, obviously 
Petr was great.  

It gave us a chance. When you come and you work like that, 
it gives you a chance every night. That’s really all you can 
ask. So, we had some guys in there that made a lot of 
mistakes. When we went through it, it probably wasn’t as 
good as I thought. But, it was good enough. I just appreciate 
the fact that we dug in. That’s it at the end of the day. 

On how much confidence it gives guys like Steven Lorentz to 
play like they did Thursday: You hope so. We went through 
their shifts today with them, some of them. There were a lot 
of errors, I’m going to be honest. But they made up for it 
because they were hustling. The competitiveness that he 
brings, and not just him. Max McCormick did the same. 
[Sheldon Rempal]. Even [Jake Bean], it was only his third or 
fourth, I don’t know how many games. He hasn’t played in a 
long time either. All those guys contributed in some form or 
fashion. That’s one tiny step, now they just have to keep 
making more.  

On if he anticipates the team to feel better in games two and 
three out of the COVID break as compared to game one: I 
hope so. I hope so. I was actually pleasantly surprised 
yesterday at the pace that we came out with. I think our first 
period was actually our best period. A lot of that might have 
been adrenaline. So, I’m hoping there’s not a step 
backwards on that. I’m hoping your comments, I’m hoping 
that’s what I see out of our group. That our team keeps 
getting better and better in that way. I know they’re definitely 
going to get in better game shape as we move along. When 
you’re out that long it takes a toll.  

On if the preparation for a team changes now that they are 
seeing them eight times instead of twice: I would say not 
really because you go through the same routines with the 
pre-scouts. You understand them. I think the difference might 
be that you don’t know them as well. But we will here within a 
game or two. Suddenly you’re right up to speed with 
everything that they are doing, and vice versa. If we’re not 
familiar with these teams, we will be real shortly.  

On what he’s seen from Dallas that the Canes have to be 
ready for: They do it right. It’s a solid team from top to 
bottom. You want to say ‘well OK, attack this or that.’ 
They’ve got everything covered off. They do everything really 
well. Obviously right now their special teams are killing it. 
That makes some added stress for me. It’s just a solid team. 
It’s well coached, obviously. They’re honest. They bring it. 
That’s why they’ve had success.  

On if there’s been more familiarity for Gardiner and if that’s 
showing: It’s tough coming over to a new team when you’ve 
been somewhere for a long time. I think that actually is 
tougher. You get so comfortable in one organization, and 
then it takes a while to get comfortable in another. Last year, 
I think he didn’t quite look the part that we saw or expected. 
This year, he’s definitely more comfortable with the 
surroundings. He’s played well so far. We’re only a few 
games in. We need him to be the player that he is and was in 
Toronto and that we hope for him to be here. 

Jake Gardiner 

On being more comfortable with the team in year two: I think 
anytime you join a new team it’s going to be something new; 
new systems, new guys, new team, creating chemistry, 
reading off guys. Obviously I played with both [Haydn Fleury] 
and [Brett Pesce] last year, so that helps going into the 
season. I do feel like I have more confidence, and I’m playing 
well so far.  

On the team’s confidence in Petr Mrazek and James Reimer: 
A lot. A couple shutouts already for [Mrazek], and [Reimer] 
has played great as well. Anytime they’re playing well, it 
always feeds the rest of the team. 

On going into Thursday’s game missing players: Personally, 
it was just another hockey game. Obviously missing some of 
our key players wasn’t great, but we guys were going to step 
up. I thought everyone that needed to did it. It’s obviously 
exciting times for [Steven] Lorentz and the other guys getting 
opportunities. I thought they played great.  

On if Brind’Amour’s system helps guys come in seamlessly: 
There’s definitely a few things that I noticed that they’re not 
used to, and that takes some time. But yeah, I thought it was 
pretty seamless and effortless for them to come in and step 
up like they did.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On if he was surprised with how the Canes played Thursday 
given everything the team has been through: I don’t know if I 
would say surprised. I think we know how good of a team we 
have here whenever we play our game. Last night was 
evidence that when we do play our game, play to our 
structure and play hard, we do have a chance to beat 
anybody.  

On finding his fit with the Hurricanes: It’s nice to be on a 
team here that I feel comfortable with. Getting into the 
structure real well, and with a coach like [Brind’Amour] to be 
on my side. So far it’s been really nice.
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Still dealing with absences, effort and goaltending help ‘Canes to win in return to action  

By Todd Gibson 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes held a 
scaled-back practice at PNC Arena Friday just hours after 
shutting out defending Stanley Cup Champion Tampa Bay 
on Thursday night. 

The ‘Canes were missing five regulars from the lineup in that 
game due to COVID-19 restrictions but still found a way to 
earn the 1-0 win in their first home game of the season. 
Three of those missing players practiced Friday: Teuvo 
Teravainen, Warren Foegele, and Jordan Martinook. 

“They are cleared to practice,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour after Friday’s practice. “But, as far as I know, 
certainly not to be playing. This is their first on-ice workout 
that they’ve had in a while, so that’s a good sign. They’re on 
their way back, that’s for sure.” 

In the meantime, Carolina will continue to rely on a handful of 
taxi squad players who performed well when thrust into the 
lineup against the Lightning. 

“They gave us a chance,” Brind’Amour said. “When you 
come and work like that, it gives you a chance every night 
and that’s really all you can ask. “We had some guys in there 

that made a lot of mistakes. When we went through it, it 
probably wasn’t as good as I thought but it was good 
enough. 

“I just appreciate the fact that we dug in. That’s the end of 
the day.” 

Petr Mrazek made 32 saves in posting his second shutout of 
the year. Martin Necas scored the game winner in overtime 
as the ‘Canes won despite not having played in 10 days. 

Carolina will welcome red-hot Dallas to town for back-to-back 
games beginning on Saturday. 

“To me, they’re a solid team,” Brind’Amour said. “From top to 
bottom, they’ve got everything covered off and they do 
everything really well.” 

The Stars have had COVID-19 issues of their own. Like the 
Hurricanes, they’ve played just four games. But, Dallas has 
been prolific in those contests, winning all four games while 
averaging nearly five goals per outing. Its power play has 
been lethal, as well. 

The ‘Canes and Stars tangle in the first of eight meetings this 
year 7 p.m. Saturday at PNC Arena.

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248864144.html 
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Hurricanes’ Martin Necas ‘starting to emerge’ as the team continues to 
deal with COVID 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 29, 2021 12:55 PM,  

 

Rod Brind’Amour never seems to get the name right. 

When the Carolina Hurricanes coach mentions forward Martin Necas, he 
usually pronounces the last name “NEE-cash.” That’s not quite right, 
according to Martin Necas, who says it’s “NEH-chus.” 

Whatever the pronunciation, Necas just wants his head coach to use the 
name as often as possible, and in a good way. Like on Thursday night, 
for example. 

The Canes, coming off a long COVID-19 break, were in overtime against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC Arena. Neither team had scored and 
neither goalie, the Canes’ Petr Mrazek nor the Lightning’s Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, wanted to be the first to break, to blink. 

But 3-on-3 play and open ice suits Necas well. Speed is his thing. The 
Czech can fly. He also can handle the puck while flying. 

“He’s got that ability I call game-breaking,” Brind’Amour said on the 
postgame media call. “Five on five is hard and it’s tight, and then you 
have those specialty times, you need to have those special players.” 

OVERTIME AGAINST TAMPA 

The overtime opened with Jordan Staal winning the draw, then quickly 
leaving the ice for Sebastian Aho. The trio of Aho, Andrei Svechnikov 
and Dougie Hamilton kept the puck for a while, then Necas came on the 
ice, then Staal. 

Necas took a pass from Hamilton in the Canes zone and pushed it ahead 
to Staal on the left wing. Necas then accelerated up the middle, using 
that see-ya speed to leave Tampa Bay forward Tyler Johnson in his 
wake, took a perfectly executed saucer pass from Staal and knocked the 
puck past Vasilevskiy at 1:12 of overtime. 

“A beautiful sauce,” Necas described it. “There’s always chances (in 
overtime). It’s 3-on-3 on the ice and it’s always an advantage for better 
skaters. There’s a lot of space. If someone is a little asleep on you ... “ 

Make it 1-0, Canes, over the 2020 Stanley Cup champion. Make it 
another shutout for Mrazek and a complete-game win for the Hurricanes 
in their first home game of the season, albeit one played before an empty 
house during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Five regulars out of the lineup and on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list 
and the Canes found a way.. They killed penalties, they fought for pucks, 
they closed in around Mrazek when needed and went on the attack when 
possible. 

NECAS A MORE MATURE PLAYER 

That’s Necas’ game. Put him in transition and he’s in his element, with 
his footspeed. But the former first-round draft pick also is beginning to fill 
out his game, become a more mature NHL player. 

Necas’ goal Thursday was his first of the season for the Canes (3-1-0) 
and his first NHL overtime winner. He had 16 goals and 36 points in 64 
games in the pandemic-shortened 2019-20 season, then a goal and 
three assists in eight postseason games. 

“He’s starting to emerge, you can see it,” Brind’Amour said. 

With the Canes short on penalty killers, Necas was used Thursday. 
Brind’Amour liked what he saw and Necas said, “When I was younger I 
used to play PK. It’s good to be part of the PK, I like it.” 

Brind’Amour also had to like the play of the Vincent Trocheck line with 
Necas and Nino Niederreiter on the wings. They were active much of the 
game, pushing the pace. 

Especially No. 88, that “NEE-cash” guy who likes it fast. 

PLAYERS OFF COVID LIST 

Forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele 
have been removed from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list, but Canes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin and forward Jesper Fast remained Friday. 
Brind’Amour said Friday the players who have been cleared can practice 
but not yet are cleared to play. 
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On a night the Hurricanes needed Petr Mrazek to be at his best, he was 
perfect 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JANUARY 28, 2021 10:30 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Petr Mrazek (34) stops a shot by Tampa 
Bay’s Blake Coleman (20) in the third period on Thursday, January 28, 
2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

There are always going to be nights when a team needs its goaltender to 
play the way Petr Mrazek did Thursday because the rest of the group is 
half asleep or worn down or disengaged or otherwise outmatched. They 
come up during the season, inevitably so, those games when a goalie 
can steal a couple points otherwise undeserved. 

This was different, in large part because whatever deficiencies the 
Carolina Hurricanes may have had in their delayed home opener against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning were really no fault of their own. 

Circumstances dictated their performance more than anything, 10 days 
and only two practices since their last game: They got through the first 
period on adrenaline with a lot of jump and hit the wall in the second, 
when everything could have fallen apart. Mrazek made sure it did not, 
and left them room to rally in the third and, as it turned out, overtime. 
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The Hurricanes needed him to be good, given everything arrayed against 
them. He was perfect. 

In a game that remained scoreless for 61 minutes and change before 
Martin Necas’ overtime game-winner clinched a 1-0 win, Mrazek was 
flawless, and he had to be. Whatever cracks the COVID pause and 
critical players still missing left in the Hurricanes’ facade, Mrazek papered 
over with relative ease. 

“I‘d expected actually more rust to be honest with you,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said, “so I was happy with everything.” 

Necas will get the credit for the game-winner and Jordan Staal credit for 
the pass that set it up after hopping off the bench, and deservedly so, but 
it was Mrazek who put the Hurricanes in that position. 

When they didn’t score during that furious first period — and Andrei 
Svechnikov alone could have popped a couple past an equally stout 
Andrei Vasilevskiy — it fell to Mrazek to keep them afloat during the 
sluggish second, when the Lightning found its edge. 

“I know a few guys were in the same boat,” Staal said, in his first game 
out of COVID quarantine. “You want to play a full 60 minutes, you really 
do, but they made a push in the second and ‘Raz’ did a good job of 
keeping it out of our net.” 

Fourteen of Mrazek’s 32 saves came in that frame, with the game 
hanging in the balance. He also helped the Hurricanes’ patchwork 
penalty-kill go 4-for-4 on the kill in the absence of Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo 
Teravainen and others. 

“I was lucky on a few of them,” Mrazek said. “We were off for nine days 
or so. We just had to battle through it. We came really hard, and we 
showed during the first period we were ready.” 

The Hurricanes got their second wind in the third, an evenly played 
period no less exciting for the lack of goals, and had the puck for all of 
overtime. Sebastian Aho carried the puck through the neutral zone and 
hit Staal just after his skates hit the ice. Staal moved in and saucered a 
pass through Victor Hedman into the slot for Necas to corral and, finally, 
beat Vasilevskiy. 

This was a steep challenge, given the circumstances, given the 
opponent, that required a resolute response. The Hurricanes certainly 
answered that call. And when they wavered, Mrazek answered for them. 
Every time. 
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Necas’ overtime goal gives Carolina Hurricanes win over Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 28, 2021 06:49 PM,  

 

No one knew what to expect out of the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. 

The Canes were playing their first game in 10 days. They were missing 
five regulars, all on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list and unavailable. 
They were playing the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup 
champion. 

For a long time at PNC Arena, neither team could score as Canes goalie 
Petr Mrazek and the Lightning’s Andrei Vasilevskiy wouldn’t allow it, 
matching each other with sparkling saves. It took overtime to decide it 
before the Canes won 1-0 on a goal by Martin Necas at 1:12 of the OT. 

“I was really impressed with the way we played,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said on the postgame media call. “We came out hard and for 60 minutes 
we were good. Playing obviously the best team in the world, we went toe 
to toe with them.” 

Necas, whose speed and quickness makes him dangerous in 3-on-3 
overtime, took a pass from Jordan Staal on the give-and-go. He sped to 
the net past Tampa Bay’s Tyler Johnson and finally beat Vasilevskiy for 
the winner. 

Necas called it a “beautiful sauce.” That’s what it took, Staal to Necas, to 
decide a goaltending masterpiece. 

Mrazek, smooth and efficient in the crease, finished with 32 saves in his 
second shutout of the season for the Canes (3-1-0). Vasilevskiy had 34 
stops for the Lightning (3-1-1). 

“Petr was great tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “He looked like he was on it 
from the start. Even the grade-A chances they had, he had a bead on it. 
And look at the guy at the other end. There were some saves there that 
were ridiculous, too. 

“It was one of those exciting games to be a 1-0 game. There was a lot of 
action.” 

The Canes, scheduled to play their first four games on the road this 
season, last had a game Jan. 18 at Nashville, winning 4-2. But then 
came four straight postponements as Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Jesper Fast, Warren Foegele and Jordan Martinook joined Staal on the 
COVID list. 

Staal, who said he tested positive for coronavirus, came off quarantine, 
returned to practice this week and played more than 19 minutes. The 
other five remain in the NHL COVID protocol list for now — “Five we 
really rely on,” Brind’Amour said. 

But that meant forward Steven Lorentz could make his NHL debut. 
Lorentz, who has worked his way from a seventh-round draft pick to an 
NHL lineup, put in his first shift on the penalty kill and got 14:41 of ice 
time. 

“The kid was great,” Staal said. “I could tell right away he was feeling 
pretty comfortable and he’s got great speed, and I told him to use his 
legs and go get pucks. We’ve got some great depth here, and we’ve got 
guys who are able to step into different roles and excel.” 

The Canes last played a game in PNC Arena on Feb. 28, 2020, losing to 
the Colorado Avalanche. It has been even longer for defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton, who suffered a broken fibula in January that kept him out the 
remainder of the regular season. 

Returning to play in an empty arena, in a pandemic, was weird, Hamilton 
said before the game. The Canes players entered the arena to find a 
large screen filled with fans who were on Zoom, wishing them well. 

Mrazek, who faced seven shots in the first, had 13 come his way in the 
second as the Lightning piled up some long shifts in the Carolina zone. 
Mrazek made a hustling stop on a Pat Maroon shot in tight and several 
other sharps in the period, which had some sloppy moments. 

CANES PERSONNEL MOVES 

The Canes on Thursday recalled forwards Morgan Geekie, Lorentz and 
Max McCormick and defenseman Jake Bean from the team’s taxi squad. 
Carolina has recalled forward Sheldon Rempal to the team’s active roster 
from the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League (AHL). 

Lorentz, a seventh-round draft pick in 2015, was given the honor of 
leading his teammates out on the ice Thursday for pregame warmups 
and take a solo lap on the Canes’ end. 
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Some nerves aside, Jake Oettinger’s first NHL start couldn’t have worked 
out better for the Stars goalie’s family 

 

By Matthew DeFranks4:52 PM on Jan 29, 2021 CST 

 

Every now and then, Chris Oettinger will turn to his wife, Kelly, and 
wonder: What are we doing? What just happened? 

It happened when his son, Jake, got drafted by the Stars in the first round 
in 2017, as Dallas tabbed the Lakeville, Minn., native as the 
organization’s goaltender of the future by selecting him at No. 26. And 
then it happened again Thursday night at American Airlines Center, when 
Jake made his first NHL start in a 7-3 Dallas win, making 20 saves to 
keep the Stars undefeated. 

For Chris, the moment becomes surreal, even if it’s paired with a little bit 
of anxiety. 

“Now that they won and he played and everything was fine, you look 
back at it now and yeah, it was awesome,” Chris said. “But for obvious 
reasons, it was stressful. I was probably more stressed than he was. But 
at the same time, this is kind of what we do. Once the games starts and 
you start seeing hockey, it’s like ‘Oh yeah, I’m very familiar with what’s 
going on here.’” 

Chris and Kelly were in a suite at AAC, joined by Jake’s girlfriend, 
Kennedi, and her father, Chad. Elsewhere, some of Chris’ friends from 
high school and college traveled to Dallas from Arizona and Minnesota to 
watch Jake lead an NHL team onto the ice for the first time. 

It was a trip the Oettingers had been eyeing for some time, having seen 
Jake rise through Boston University for three years and the AHL last 
season. With Ben Bishop out until mid to late March because of 
offseason knee surgery, Oettinger rose to No. 2 on the Stars’ goaltending 
depth chart. 

The first three games of the Stars season all went to Anton Khudobin, 
and then Jake got his chance Thursday night. The previous afternoon, 
Jake texted his dad to let him know he was starting. Chris wrote it down 
on a piece of paper and showed it to Kelly, who was leading a work 
Zoom call. 

“I wrote it on a piece of paper, and I showed her the notepad, ‘Jake’s 
playing tomorrow,’” Chris said. “And she got choked up on the call.” 

At the same time, Chris was trying to reach back out to Jake, who was 
apparently on the practice ice moments after sending his dad the good 
news. 

“I think he was literally heading out on the ice, he had his gear on and 
was like ‘Hey, I’m playing tomorrow’ and then went on the ice,” Chris 
said. “I was trying to text him, he didn’t text me back for like an hour and 
a half.” 

The Oettingers landed at DFW International Airport on Thursday 
afternoon and flew out Friday back to Minnesota, although Chris could 
have used some more of the Texas weather: “We won’t see 40 until mid-
March where I’m at.” 

Jake’s family hadn’t seen him play in person since March because, well, 
they couldn’t. Like the NHL, the AHL shut down in March because of the 
coronavirus pandemic and then conducted the postseason in fanless 
bubbles in Canada. The family had been down to Austin to see Jake, and 
went to Boston five or six times a season when Jake was a Terrier. 

When Thursday’s game began, the nerves were present, especially 
when Detroit’s first shot bounced off Jake’s back pad and skipped just 
wide of the post. 

“I’ve seen him, obviously, get scored on lots of times, but when you see 
the shots, you see how an NHL player shoots, you know how hard it is,” 
Chris said. “You see that first one, and it’s like ‘Oh God!’” 

Jake helped the Stars’ penalty kill go 6 for 7 by making six saves against 
the Red Wings’ power play. Detroit’s three goals came on two rebounds 
and a deflected point shot. 

“This couldn’t have worked out any better,” Chris said, in part, because 
the alternative could have been not seeing Jake in person at all. Had 
Jake made his first start in Carolina this weekend, the family would not 
have been in the arena as the Hurricanes are not allowing fans. 

Instead, they were able to attend the game and even meet Jake for 
dinner and breakfast before the team departed to Raleigh on Friday 
afternoon. NHL protocols allow players to see immediate family 
members, regardless of whether at home or on the road, though not at 
club facilities. 

“Yeah, it would have been tough,” Chris said. “This is something he’s 
worked for, we’ve been a part of this journey. I hate to be cliché with the 
journey and all that stuff, but it really is a lot of effort and stuff that goes 
into this point. So when that first start comes, it would have taken a lot for 
me to not be here.” 

Chris eyes future places they can see Jake play, as Central Division 
opponents Florida and Nashville have allowed fans at home games. But 
for now, it’ll be back to the NHL’s Center Ice package. 

“I’ve just gotten so much support from so many people that have helped 
me get to where I am today,” Jake said. “People reaching out just means 
the world to me. Obviously, you can’t get here alone. Now, I’m just 
excited to be able to go up after and thank the people that have had a 
huge impact on me and helped me get to where I am right now.” 
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The Chicago Blackhawks fall to the Columbus Blue Jackets 2-1, suffering 
their 3rd straight defeat 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

JAN 29, 2021 AT 10:35 PM 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks scored a power play goal — their 10th in nine 
games — but couldn’t muster enough of a challenge against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and goalie Joonas Korpisalo, losing the first of a 
four-game homestand 2-1 on Friday night at the United Center. 

The Hawks, who suffered their third straight defeat, continued to 
underperform in five-on-five. They failed to score at even strength for the 
first time since the season opener against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Hawks have 11 five-on-five goals — the fewest of any team that has 
played at least nine games — versus 10 at five-on-four. 

“It’s tough to come from behind against a team like that, and they’ve got 
really good goaltending,” Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. “But I 
thought we did a lot of good things and we did more than enough to 
score more than one goal.” 

Asked what needs to happen for the Hawks to generate more five-on-five 
goals, forward Dylan Strome said: “It’s a good question. I’m not sure I 
exactly have the answer. 

“We’ve got to find a way to get pucks through from the (defense), but our 
forwards need to do a better job of getting in front of the net, so it’s a 
combination of both.” 

At 8 minutes, 53 seconds of first period Friday, Oliver Bjorkstrand went 
top shelf on Kevin Lankinen on the Blue Jackets’ first power play to open 
the scoring. About 3½ minutes into the second period, Bjorkstrand made 
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a pass to a streaking Eric Robinson, who outraced Patrick Kane and beat 
Lankinen with a corner shot for a 2-0 Blue Jackets lead. 

The Hawks answered on their third power play. Kane, playing from the 
left side, centered a pass to Strome, who put the puck over Korpisalo’s 
right shoulder for his second goal of the season. 

Korpisalo entered the game was .928 save percentage and 2.45 goals-
against average and held steady through the first two periods, limiting the 
damage to Strome’s power-play goal despite the Hawks outshooting the 
Blue Jackets 23-15. 

Lankinen made 25 saves. 
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The Chicago Blackhawks keeps chugging along despite a reshuffled 
power play: ‘Whatever works,’ Patrick Kane says 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

JAN 29, 2021 AT 6:12 PM 

 

Perhaps the Chicago Blackhawks’ power play should be renamed “plug 
‘n’ play.” 

In recent weeks, the power play has lost players because of COVID-19 
protocols, and the Hawks have had to shuffle the two units and add 
players, but somehow they’ve made it work. 

The fifth-ranked power play (36%) racked up nine goals in the first seven 
games, the second-longest streak to start a season in franchise history. 
The longest was 11 games in 1990-91. 

The Nashville Predators finally broke the scoring streak Wednesday with 
four penalty kills in a 2-1 shootout victory over the Hawks. 

Power-play contributors Alex DeBrincat, Adam Boqvist and Lucas 
Wallmark landed on the league’s “unavailable” list this week because of 
COVID-19 protocols, and all have been credited with at least a point on 
the man advantage this season. 

In recent games, Patrick Kane, a right winger, has played on the left side 
to accommodate Dominik Kubalik moving up from the second line. The 
revised unit, along with Dylan Strome and Andrew Shaw, scored the first 
goal Tuesday — from Strome in the first period during a 3-2 overtime 
loss to the Predators. 

Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane handles the puck during the first 
period against the Red Wings on Jan. 24, 2021, at the United Center in 
Chicago. 

“I guess whatever works, to be honest,” Kane said. “The good thing is, no 
matter what side I’m on, I want to be in motion and be able to move, 
whether to bring guys toward you or open lanes for yourself or your 
teammates. 

“I want to be good on both sides, whatever the situation calls for. If we’re 
playing a team that’s killing a different way and we want to set it up on 
one side or another, that’s something that’s refreshing. ... Different idea, 
different plan every game.” 

Kane said he’s still afforded a lot of movement despite the preference to 
get Kubalik shots from the right side. 

“Just the freedom to pretty much go wherever you want from the 
coaching staff is refreshing,” Kane said. “Be able to play almost like it’s 
five-on-five instead of having set spots or being in certain areas. 

“Obviously you want to be in the right spots for your teammates, but you 
see a lot of the top power players, they move it around, they’re not in the 
same spots. It’s been good for the first eight games here, but we feel like 
we could be even better in some areas and keep continuing to score at a 
good rate.” 

That’s saying something considering the shuffling the Hawks have had to 
do. 

“We lost two right-handed players, so by necessity we’ve had to flip it,” 
coach Jeremy Colliton said. “Kuby’s a great shooter, so obviously we 
move him from the other unit.” 

 

Earlier in the season, the top unit featuring DeBrincat, Kane, Strome and 
Shaw accounted of five of the Hawks’ goals on the man advantage. 

Kubalik’s former second unit with Mattias Janmark, Pius Suter and 
Wallmark produced two goals, and the one with Janmark, Suter and 
Philipp Kurashev scored one. 

Now the units typically look like this: Strome, Shaw, Kubalik, Kane and 
Duncan Keith on the first unit, and Suter, Janmark, Kurashev, Ian 
Mitchell and Connor Murphy (or Calvin de Haan) on the second. 

“We’ve got some options there,” Colliton said. “We had a couple of looks 
(in Wednesday’s game). You’d like to create more; don’t want to be 
static. But I also think we’ve got to move the puck clean. If we’re a little 
cleaner then hopefully more options will open up for us.” 

During Friday’s morning skate, Kane had a long conversation on the ice 
with Colliton, whom he called “a great communicator.” Kane said he gave 
feedback about the power play and appreciated being able to have that 
dialogue with his coach. 

“It’s been good, been fun to work through it, talk about it, come up with 
new ideas,” Kane said. “But for me, whatever works for the unit.” 
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Blackhawks lose to Blue Jackets as Patrick Kane’s rare inconsistency 
continues 

 

By Ben Pope Jan 29, 2021, 9:45pm CST 

 

Patrick Kane and coach Jeremy Colliton skated in circles, literally, for a 
lengthy chat during the Blackhawks’ morning skate Friday. 

Colliton would gesture to some unknown play. Then Kane would do the 
same. Around and around they went for a good five minutes or so, while 
the rest of the Hawks shot pucks like usual. 

That shooting wouldn’t end up translating much into the game. 

Blue Jackets goaltender Joonas Korpisalo would make 31 saves to beat 
the Hawks 2-1. Colliton’s team, by day’s end, would find itself on a three-
game losing streak, having lost all three by one goal, and 2-4-3 this 
season. 

But Kane and Colliton didn’t know that yet. 

“[We were discussing] different things throughout the game, whether it’s 
the power play or different things he sees or I see,” Kane said. “He’s a 
great communicator, comes up to you pretty regularly, asking you what 
you’re thinking or what you’re seeing out there. Every now and then, we 
trade ideas. That was the gist of our conversation.” 

The unusually long talk came as Kane tries to fight through an 
uncharacteristic bout of inconsistency. 
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Without the vast majority of his offensive supporting cast around him, 
Kane ripped 10 shots (six on goal) but couldn’t hit the net against 
Columbus. He produced a number of golden opportunities in the final 
minutes with the Hawks pushing hard for an equalizer, only for Korpisalo 
to prove a step ahead. 

Kane did find the box score with a primary assist on the Hawks’ lone 
score, a Dylan Strome power-play goal. 

But he was also exploited defensively by Blue Jackets forward Eric 
Robinson, who blew past Kane for what turned out to be the deciding 
goal, and owned the Hawks’ worst shot differential for much of the game 
(the late flurry eventually boosted him back to only minus-2 in that 
regard). 

His up-and-down outing against the Blue Jackets came on the heels of 
an equally hot-and-cold series against the Predators, who held him 
without a shot Tuesday. Looking back Friday, he admitted he “wasn’t 
very good the first game” in Nashville. 

The rest of the Hawks actually put forth arguably their best performance 
against a non-Detroit opponent, getting more chances than the typically 
stout Blue Jackets 33-21. 

They generated the urgency but not the payoff. 

“We played well, and we created more than enough to score; they just 
didn’t go in,” Colliton said. “The biggest thing is that we pressed, and we 
continued to create chances, but we didn’t bleed chances the other way. 
. . . On another night, those go in for us, [and] we get two points.” 

Kevin Lankinen remained solid for the hosts, saving 25 of 27 shots in his 
fifth start in sixth games. 

This and that 

Newly signed defenseman Madison Bowey cleared waivers Friday and 
was assigned to Rockford, the Hawks announced. 

“He’s played a lot of games and [is a] right-hander, which is always nice 
to have,” Colliton said. “For now, the plan is Rockford, and we’ll go from 
there.” 

† The Hawks called up defenseman Anton Lindholm and forward Michal 
Teply from Rockford to the NHL taxi squad. 

† Defenseman Brent Seabrook (back) is still skating but has no set 
timetable to return, Colliton said. 

† The Hawks haven’t added anyone to the COVID-19 list since Lucas 
Wallmark on Wednesday, easing concerns that there could be a 
widespread outbreak. 
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Blackhawks’ Ian Mitchell experiencing growing pains through his first 8 
NHL games 

 

By Ben Pope  Jan 29, 2021, 6:30am CST 

 

The Blackhawks’ brass talked all fall about how the team’s young players 
would endure ups and downs in their development. 

Through the first training camp and eight NHL games of his career, that 
certainly has been the case for much-hyped defenseman Ian Mitchell. 

January started high for Mitchell but is on track to finish a little low. That’s 
the reality of nonlinear growth. 

‘‘[There’s] lots to learn, but I think I’ve played pretty well these first six 
games,’’ Mitchell, 22, said Monday — before the Hawks’ back-to-back 
this week against the Predators. ‘‘I’d say a lot more good than bad to 
start. Definitely a lot of positive things to build on for the rest of the 
season.’’ 

The ensuing back-to-back was especially tough for Mitchell, however. 
The Predators’ tight-checking, defense-first system operates a bit 
differently than those of most teams — although the Blue Jackets, the 
Hawks’ opponent on Friday and Sunday, are relatively comparable — 
and it gave Mitchell some difficulty. 

The entire Hawks defense committed numerous turnovers trying to exit 
the defensive zone. The nifty passes up the middle or to the inside often 
look good for a split-second and worked well against the porous Red 
Wings, but they were picked off regularly by the positionally sound 
Predators. Safer chips up the boards would have worked better in many 
cases. 

That led to the Hawks spending far too much time pinned in their own 
end instead of moving the puck up the ice and into the offensive zone, 
where Mitchell is more comfortable at this point. 

‘‘We defended pretty well; we just defended too much,’’ coach Jeremy 
Colliton said Wednesday about the first game of the back-to-back 
Tuesday. 

The same was true for Wednesday. 

Mitchell was on the ice for Roman Josi’s overtime winner Tuesday. His 
lackadaisical offensive-zone turnover a dozen seconds earlier gave the 
Predators possession, even though a miscommunication between Dylan 
Strome and Patrick Kane in coverage was far more to blame. 

Mitchell then played a season-low 9 minutes, 47 seconds Wednesday, 
despite seeing the first 69 seconds of power-play time of his career. The 
Hawks dressed seven defensemen for the game, so a slight reduction 
was to be expected, but Mitchell played even less than Lucas Carlsson 
(11:50) and Nicolas Beaudin (9:50). 

Through eight games, Mitchell has been on the ice for 40 scoring 
chances for and 51 against during five-on-five play, a 44.0% ratio that 
ranks 15th among 22 Hawks. The high-danger chances tell an even 
more lopsided story (six for, 20 against), as do the goals (two for, eight 
against). 

The biggest reason for those poor results isn’t lack of talent but lack of 
experience. 

Getting a feel for the quality and pace of play in the NHL and adjusting 
one’s game to those standards is a slow process. Josi, Steven Stamkos 
and Dylan Larkin — three of the players who have scored against 
Mitchell so far — are a lot tougher competition than the players he faced 
last season at the University of Denver. 

‘‘When you go up against good players, they’re going to make plays 
sometimes,’’ Mitchell said. ‘‘I’m just trying to learn how good the best 
players in the league are. That’s been the biggest thing for me: just 
learning and adjusting to that. I’ve definitely been on the wrong side of 
them a couple of times, but I’m learning, too.’’ 

Mitchell’s heavy emphasis on learning is correct. He said Colliton and 
assistant coaches Sheldon Brookbank and Tomas Mitell have given him 
lots of feedback, and he has received video of his shifts to review upon 
returning to the hotel each night. 

This 2021 season is most about developing the Hawks’ young players, 
and Mitchell is one of the most important of them. That is happening, but 
there will be some bumps along the way. 
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Blue Jackets goalie makes life miserable for Hawks in 2-1 loss 

 

John Dietz 

Updated1/29/2021 10:35 PM 

 

Sometimes you've got to tip your cap -- or tap your stick -- to the 
opposing goaltender. 

Such was the case Friday at the United Center when Joonas Korpisalo 
backstopped Columbus to a 2-1 victory over the Blackhawks by turning 
away 31 shots, 19 of which came in the second period. 

The Hawks, who got a second-period power-play goal from Dylan 
Strome, fell to 2-4-3 and failed to record a point for the first time since 
Game 3. 

Columbus (4-2-3) extended its point streak to seven. 

Korpisalo's biggest save came with 3:11 remaining when he lunged to his 
right and somehow got his blocker on a Patrick Kane one-timer that was 
sizzling at the net from just 13 feet away. Twenty seconds earlier 
Korpisalo stood tall and staved off Kane's tip attempt. 

It was a truly sensational performance from the 26-year-old, who spent 
the first four years of his career backing up Sergei Bobrovsky. 

"He's a good goalie, he moves quick. Made some big saves," Strome 
said. "Think we missed a couple chances too." 

Kevin Lankinen, who is good friends with Korpisalo, started for the fifth 
time in six games for the Hawks and made 25 saves. Whether it's via text 
or phone call, Lankinen figures to hear about this result from Korpisalo 
for at least a day or two. 

"Last time we played against each other, that was 7 years ago in the 
Finnish League and I got the win," Lankinen said. "So I got seven years 
to get to him. I think he'll come back at me for a little while." 

The Hawks were all out of sorts in the first period. They put just 4 shots 
on goal, could barely complete a pass and failed miserably on an early 
power play. 

The second period was a different story and they finally solved Korpisalo 
when Strome scored at 10:47 to make it 2-1. 

Seven minutes earlier the Hawks put together a strong shift in Columbus' 
zone that included four solid scoring chances, the last of which came 
when Ian Mitchell charged the net and failed to convert on a 10-foot wrist 
shot. 

The puck then squirted to the corner and Oliver Bjorkstrand hoisted a 
pass to Eric Robinson, who outraced Kane and Duncan Keith into the 
offensive zone. Robinson's 31-foot wrister beat Lankinen to make it 2-0. 

The goal didn't bother coach Jeremy Colliton, who believes his young 
team will eventually convert more often. 

"We had 'em vulnerable and that's the time to push," Colliton said. "We 
want to be aggressive in those situations. We had a full change and you 
want to execute there. You want to make teams pay. 

"At the same time when they do win the puck back, we've got to be ready 
to defend. ... There's a lot left on the table for us to create just a little bit 
more and have a little more killer instinct. We'll get better at it." 

Colliton was happy with the overall effort and also pleased that 
Korpisalo's performance didn't change the way the Hawks played. They 
stayed patient, defended well and didn't give up many odd-man breaks. 

"I feel like in the past -- since I've been here anyway -- when things don't 
happen we decide we're going to trade chances," Colliton said. "That 
might work on any given night, but over the long haul it just won't. ... 

"I'd rather do it this way than throw caution to the wind and trade a 4-on-3 
for a 2-on-1 (or) trade a 3-on-2 for a breakaway. 

"That's bad math. So I just want us to stick with it." 
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Carlsson, Beaudin benefitting from Hawks' decision to dress 7 D-men 

 

John Dietz 

Updated1/29/2021 8:12 PM 

 

It's a bit unorthodox for teams to dress seven defensemen, but the 
Blackhawks employed that strategy during the last two games. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton believes it's the best solution for the way the team 
looks right now. He is currently without high-scoring winger Alex 
DeBrincat and puck-moving D-man Adam Boqvist. Both are in COVID-19 
protocol. 

"Just gives us more flexibility on the back end," Colliton said before the 
Hawks hosted Columbus on Friday. "We have some guys who are trying 
to be more consistent, and it (gives) us one more guy who can potentially 
be going. And we'll play the guys who are going." 

Lucas Carlsson and Nicolas Beaudin are benefiting most from the lineup 
decision. Beaudin, who made his NHL debut during the Hawks' final 
game of last season before the league shut down due to the coronavirus, 
earned high praise from Colliton during training camp. 

"He very noticeably took a step," Colliton said. "His training, his 
conditioning, his assertiveness on the ice -- particularly away from the 
puck. He's always got the poise and ability to make plays and he showed 
well in his game with us against San Jose at the end of the year. 

"The assertiveness defensively and ability to get stops -- it's been great 
to see." 

Beaudin was selected 27th overall by the Hawks in 2018. He scored 3 
goals in 59 games with Rockford last season. 

"Just fun to get back out there," Beaudin said. "I think I played good 
defensively, (but) I can make more plays out there. So I'm going to try 
and build off that first game." 

No Laine yet: 

The Hawks will not have to face Patrik Laine during Columbus' two-game 
series at the United Center. The Blue Jackets acquired the high-scoring 
winger when they sent Pierre Luc-Dubois to Winnipeg last week. 

Laine, who has 140 goals in 306 career games, landed in Columbus on 
Friday and began his 48-hour quarantine. 

After Sunday, the Hawks host Columbus again February 11 and 13. 

Slap shots: 

Michal Teply and defenseman Anton Lindholm were reassigned to the 
taxi squad from the Rockford IceHogs. The Hawks also assigned newly 
signed defenseman Michael Bowey to Rockford. 
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10 observations: Blackhawks' point streak snapped at 5 
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Agent Jeff Vukovich 

 

The Blackhawks fell to the Columbus Blue Jackets 2-1 on Friday at the 
United Center and had their point streak snapped at five games. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. The Blackhawks should be happy with their overall performance. They 
led in shot attempts (63-44), shots on goal (32-27), scoring chances (33-
21) and high-danger chances (17-8), according to Natural Stat Trick, but 
did not lead in the most important category and that's the scoreboard. 
The Blackhawks will win more often than not if they put together 
performances like this moving forward. 

2. Kevin Lankinen and Joonas Korpisalo have been close friends since 
they were teenagers and trained together over the offseason. The two 
Finnish goaltenders went head-to-head for the first time in the NHL on 
Friday and Korpisalo (barely) got the best of Lankinen, who gave up two 
goals on 27 shots for a save percentage of .926. Korpisalo stopped 31 of 
32 shots for a save percentage of .969. 

3. After having their seven-game power-play goal streak ended on 
Wednesday because of an 0-for-4 night in Nashville, the Blackhawks got 
right back on the board when Dylan Strome cashed in on the man 
advantage at the 10:47 mark of the second period. They finished the 
game 1-for-3. 

4. On the other side of special teams, the Blue Jackets entered the game 
with one of the worst power plays after scoring only two goals on 22 
opportunities for a success rate of 9.1 percent through eight games. They 
capitalized on their very first power-play chance of the game but the 
Blackhawks killed off the next one and gave the Blue Jackets nothing. 

5. The Blackhawks (four) and Blue Jackets (three) combined for only 
seven shots on goal in the first period. It was a much different story in the 
second period, where the Blackhawks outshot the Blue Jackets 19-12. 

6. The Blue Jackets are not a team that generates many scoring chances 
at 5-on-5. In fact, they ranked No. 27 in that department heading into this 
game and dead-last in high-danger chances for per 60 minutes at 6.43. 
The Blackhawks held them to zero high-danger chances at 5-on-5 in the 
first period but gave up eight over the next two. 

7. The last time Pius Suter stepped foot in the United Center, he 
recorded his first career NHL hat trick. But on Friday, he didn't record a 
single shot attempt. 

8. The Blackhawks won 27 of 47 faceoffs for a percentage of 57.5, which 
is significantly higher than their season percentage of 47.3. Strome led 
the way with 10 wins; David Kampf won six of eight and Suter won four of 
five. 

9. Ian Mitchell recorded zero shots on goal and logged a season-low 9:47 
of ice time in Wednesday's 2-1 shootout loss to Nashville. He registered 
a season-high five shot attempts (three on goal) and logged 15:17 of ice 
time on Friday. He was noticeably better. 

10. The Blackhawks remain winless when giving up the first goal this 
season, falling to 0-4-2. They're 2-0-1 when scoring first. 
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Blackhawks’ point streak ends despite one of their better efforts of the 
season 

 

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers Jan 29, 2021 

 

The Blackhawks’ five-game point streak came to an end Friday night with 
a 2-1 loss to the Blue Jackets. Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers break 
down the highlights, the lowlights and everything in between: 

Mark Lazerus: If you throw out the curve-wrecking Detroit Red Wings, the 
Blackhawks might have played their best game of the young season 
Friday night. 

So naturally, they lost 2-1, because hockey. 

Joonas Korpisalo made several big stops, particularly during a second 
period in which the Blackhawks peppered him with 19 shots to get what 
was largely a goalie win for the Blue Jackets. At even strength, the 
Blackhawks generated more chances (26-20) and more high-danger 
chances (12-8) and came agonizingly close to at least four or five goals, 
including a Grade-A opportunity for Patrick Kane in the dying minutes of 
the game. But the only tally they got came on the power play. As Dylan 
Strome, who scored that goal, put it: “Sometimes, it goes their way.” 

Jeremy Colliton was careful to point out a couple of times that he wasn’t 
“satisfied” with the game because, hell, they scored only one goal against 
a team on the second night of a back-to-back with travel. But he was 
clearly pleased with the effort and the overall game, particularly how the 
Blackhawks pressed for the equalizer without getting loose defensively 
and trading chances and odd-man rushes. As Strome said Colliton told 
the team afterward, if they play like that every night, they’ll win more 
often than not. 

So count this game as a positive for both the big-picture people and the 
tank people — progress, but no points. For the living-in-the-present 
people (namely, the Blackhawks themselves), it’s just another frustrating 
— but not demoralizing — night. 

Scott Powers: Ha, I was just thinking that was a perfect performance for 
the Blackhawks to feel good about themselves but also continue to align 
themselves with high lottery odds. I know that’s not something Colliton 
and the players want to think about, but this whole season will be a lot 
more worth it for the organization if there’s another star player who 
comes out of it in the draft. 

Aside from the result, the Blackhawks do have a lot of positives to pull 
from the game. It was another quality performance by Kevin Lankinen. 
The defensive-zone coverage was sharp for much of the night. Even as 
they got desperate for a goal, that didn’t lead to breakdowns. Colliton 
continues to play the young players consistently, and they continue to 
show they can handle it. Nearly all of the numbers were in the 
Blackhawks’ favor, according to Sporlogiq: 7:27-4:16 in offensive zone 
possession time, 14-9 slot shots on net, 50-29 controlled entries and 75-
68 controlled exits. Carl Soderberg seemed to have his best game since 
arriving. Overall, it was a good game for the Blackhawks. 

1. Kevin Lankinen is putting a firmer hold on the No. 1 spot by the game. 

Since giving up five goals in his NHL debut, Lankinen has stopped 121 of 
127 shots for a .953 save percentage in his four games. In five-on-five 
play in those four games, he’s made 91 saves on 94 shots for a .968 
save percentage. He was tested Friday night, too, with maybe his best 
sequence coming midway through the third period, when he stopped 
Oliver Bjorkstrand and Nick Foligno on terrific chances within a minute of 
each other. 

“Very consistent,” Colliton said. “He made big saves tonight. He got beat 
on a couple goals, (but) you can’t say too much about it. He made some 
big saves to keep us in it. Another strong outing for him.” 

We’ve made a lot about Lankinen’s unusual confidence for a first-year 
NHLer, and here he was, after just his fifth-ever game, talking about how 
he’s “seeing a lot of progress” from the team defense in front of him, 
implying that it wasn’t nearly as good just a few games ago. It’s one thing 
to hear a Corey Crawford or a Robin Lehner talk like that. It’s quite 
another for a rookie. 
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“I feel pretty confident,” Lankinen said. “I feel comfortable in the net. The 
guys have done a pretty good job to help me get comfortable just inside 
and outside the rink. The communication is getting better with the 
defensemen. All in all, I feel like the guys are comfortable with me in the 
net, so I can feel that in my game. Obviously, there’s still a lot to work on; 
we’re early in the season and (there are) a lot of new experiences for me. 
Every game is still a new experience, and I’m going to learn a lot, and I’m 
only going to get better every single game.” 

2. Getting outdueled by his buddy Korpisalo will sting a bit, though. 

“Last time we played against each other, that was seven years ago in the 
Finnish league and I got the win, so I got those seven years time to get to 
him,” Lankinen said. “I think he’ll come back at me for a little while. But 
on Sunday, we’ve got a new game, and we’re going to get them.” 

3. Let’s take a closer look at the Blue Jackets’ second goal. 

The play begins with a quality offensive zone shift for the Blackhawks. 
They’re cycling the pucks and creating chances in the offensive zone. 
During the shift, Patrick Kane knocks the puck behind him along the right 
boards, and Ian Mitchell jumps into the play. 

Mitchell works his way to the slot and is calling for the puck. Pius Suter, 
who is below the goal line, hears Mitchell and draws a blind backhanded 
to Mitchell. The puck finds Mitchell, but he runs out of space in the 
crease. 

The Blue Jackets retrieve the puck and push it the other way. Kane is 
where he’s supposed to be. He’s replaced Mitchell as the right 
defenseman and has backed up into the neutral zone alongside Duncan 
Keith. The problem is Kane tries to jump a pass in the neutral zone. He 
realizes he’s not going to get to the puck first, but it’s too late. Eric 
Robinson is too far ahead of him and scores on the breakaway. 

Below is the play in video form. There’s an arrow where Mitchell and 
Kane exchange spots, a highlight of Mitchell in the slot and another 
highlight of Kane in the neutral zone. 

4. The Blackhawks drew their first penalty of the game after the five-man 
set of Dominik Kubalik, Dylan Strome, Philipp Kurashev, Nikita Zadorvo 
and Nicolas Beaudin had the puck in the offensive zone for 38 
consecutive seconds. In that time, the five Blackhawks had 18 individual 
puck touches. Strome had the most puck touches, with eight during the 
sequence. Kurashev was second with four touches. Strome’s last one 
drew a tripping penalty and set up the power play. 

5. As for that power play, what was once the hottest in the league had 
cooled off considerably. That power play drawn by Strome was maybe 
the worst of the season and their sixth straight that came up empty. The 
Blackhawks had no shots on the power play and could barely enter the 
zone. Columbus had four or five clears in the first minute alone. The 
Jackets were aggressive pressuring the puck both in the zone and deep 
in the Blackhawks’ zone, applying a full-court press that flustered the 
Blackhawks, who couldn’t easily set up their breakout. Nashville applied 
a similar tactic Wednesday when the Blackhawks failed to score a power-
play goal for the first time all season. Missing Alex DeBrincat and Adam 
Boqvist obviously plays a role, but forced to make quicker passes and 
quicker decisions, the Blackhawks appeared to succumb to the pressure. 

Things went considerably better on the next two power plays, including 
Strome’s goal midway through the second period. The Blackhawks still 
sputtered a bit getting the puck out of their own end a couple of times, 
but they made quicker, more decisive plays with the puck once they 
entered the Columbus zone. And Andrew Shaw continues to act as the 
Blackhawks’ helping verb — making very quick little nudges and bumps 
while roaming the slot to create chances for his teammates. Moments 
before Strome’s goal, Shaw’s quick stick set up Dominik Kubalik for two 
golden chances that Joonas Korpisalo corraled. And on Strome’s goal, 
Shaw set up the screen as Strome crossed the slot to take Kane’s pass. 

“We were just OK on the first one there, and kind of got better on the 
second, and then finished off on the third one,” Strome said. “Our team 
has a lot of confidence. We only drew three penalties tonight, so 

hopefully we get a few more power plays next game and can get two or 
three (goals).” 

6. Oh, so close, twice for Strome. 

“Duncs shot it off his blocker there — it was kind of just a rolling puck, 
bounced and landed flat, and I just didn’t put it in, then missed the 
wraparound, too,” Strome said of the play. “Those are chances you’d like 
to see go in. I think we drew a penalty, then scored on the power play. 
Gotta find a way to put those chances home. You don’t get too many 
open nets in this league, and gotta find a way to bury those. We missed a 
couple tonight, but credit to their goalie and their D; they played well.” 

7. As he mentioned, Strome did get redemption later in the game and 
scored. 

One of the more difficult roles in the 1-3-1 power play is the player in the 
bumper spot in the slot. The position is effective only if the player is 
moving, retrieving pucks and making himself an option for his 
teammates. Strome’s goal is a great example of how to be useful in that 
role. 

Beginning with Strome’s faceoff, the following video highlights Strome 
every time he touches the puck. As you’ll see, he moves himself and the 
puck and just finds a way to constantly get involved in the action. 

8. The Brandon Hagel-David Kampf-Ryan Carpenter line had another 
strong game. The line had a 60 percent Corsi (9-6 shot attempts) and 
had an expected goals percentage of 61.23 in 8:58 of ice time. 

Hagel continues to lead the Blackhawks with a 59.09 Corsi percentage 
on the season. He’s followed by Kampf at 59.09 and Carpenter at 54.05. 
After that line, Adam Boqvist is next with 51.72 Corsi percentage, then 
Mitchell at 51.60. 

9. Colliton shook up his lines to start the third period, putting Carl 
Soderberg between Mattias Janmark and Patrick Kane and throwing Pius 
Suter on the right wing with Dominik Kubalik and Dylan Strome. He 
continued to tinker throughout the third period, trying to go with whoever 
he thought was rolling. Seven defensemen can be difficult to juggle, but 
using only 11 forwards makes it easier to shake things up, up front. 

It also allows Colliton to play Kane for nearly half the period — 9:44 of 
the third, to be exact. 

“Whether we stick with 11 or not, I don’t know,” Colliton said. “But when 
you do that, you do have some flexibility with the combos.” 

10. Looked back on recent years to see if the Blackhawks had held an 
opponent to three shots in a period. The fewest an opponent had last 
season was four. Two seasons ago, the Blackhawks limited the New 
York Rangers to one shot in the third period on Oct. 25, 2018. (Anyone 
remember that game?) 

11. The United Center game-ops folks are having fun despite the fact 
that nobody’s in the building to see any of it. 

12. The Blackhawks spent 11 of the first 15 days of the season on the 
road, but they get nine straight nights in their own beds during this four-
game homestand against Columbus and Carolina. That’s just the nature 
of the 2021 schedule. The series-style scheduling means fewer flights 
but generally longer trips and longer homestands. Gone are all the one-
off trips to Winnipeg or Denver or Dallas that drove Jonathan Toews 
batty. 

Of course, a four-game homestand isn’t what it used to be, either. Not 
when the cheers are pre-recorded. 

“Usually you’d say being in front of your fans (helps), which is definitely 
an advantage here at the United Center,” Kane said. “So it’s just being 
home, being able to sleep in your own bed, being around your family. It’s 
nice just to be with your family and be at home in general.” 

13. The Blackhawks had very few defensive breakdowns Friday, but the 
Blue Jackets did get this below look on Lankinen in the third period after 
being stuck in the defensive zone for some time. 
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Luckily for the Blackhawks, Lankinen was on his toes and made the 
save. Mitchell did nearly put the puck in his own net again. 

14. Is Brent Seabrook (lower back) still skating, Jeremy Colliton? “Yes.” 
Any time frame for his return, Jeremy Colliton? “No.” 

Well, there you go. 

15. The Blackhawks’ signing of defenseman Madison Bowey was done 
for a few reasons. 

For one, the Blackhawks wanted to add another physical defenseman to 
Rockford. They were originally planning for that to be Nick Seeler, but 
Seeler asked for his contract to be terminated after he didn’t make the 
NHL team out of camp. According to a source, Seeler may retire from 
hockey. 

The other reason for Bowey’s signing is he could assist them in the 
expansion draft. The Blackhawks need to expose at least one 
defenseman who is under contract for the 2021-22 season and played at 
least 40 games in the 2019-20 season and 70 games in the previous two 
seasons. As of Friday, the Blackhawks defensemen who fit that criteria 
were Duncan Keith, Connor Murphy and Zadorov. Calvin de Haan will 
likely get there as he’s seven games shy. It’s possible the Blackhawks 
will look to protect Keith, Murphy, Zadorov and de Haan. Bowey needs 
one game to meet the requirement, so you can expect him to get one 
NHL game at some point this season. 

Bowey did clear waivers Friday, and the Blackhawks assigned him to 
Rockford. 

“He’s played a lot of games and is a right-hander, which is always nice to 
have,” Colliton said of Bowey. “For now, the plan is Rockford and we’ll go 
from there.” 
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Blackhawks goalie Kevin Lankinen’s journey to Chicago: ‘He was so 
determined’ 

 

Scott Powers Jan 29, 2021 2 

 

Kevin Lankinen was still a teenager and hadn’t yet played in Finland’s top 
division when Jarmo Kekalainen was Jokerit’s general manager. 

Kekalainen kept an eye on Lankinen, an up-and-coming goalie in the 
organization. Kekalainen felt good about his team’s goaltending future 
with Lankinen and Joonas Korpisalo among the players on Jokerit’s 
under-20 team in the 2012-13 season. 

Nearly eight years later, as Lankinen emerges as the front-runner in the 
Chicago Blackhawks’ goalie competition, Kekalainen recalled meeting 
Lankinen and coming away thinking he was a young goalie who aspired 
to be great. 

“One thing I remember was a meeting with him and the strong desire he 
had for feedback and information how to get better,” said Kekalainen, 
now the Columbus Blue Jackets general manager. “Very driven and 
determined.” 

With Lankinen expected to make his fifth career NHL start Friday, against 
his good friend Korpisalo and Kekalainen’s team, The Athletic spoke with 
those who have worked with Lankinen over the years about his journey. 

“He’s just a great person, such a positive guy,” Korpisalo said by phone 
earlier this week. “You cannot not like him, just a great guy, such a 
likable guy.” 

Lankinen’s personality draws people in. He’s always smiling and kind. It’s 
why Korpisalo became friends with him. But the way Lankinen goes 
about his job also endears him to people. 

Blackhawks staffers have praised Lankinen for being confident, but not 
cocky. He’s clear that his goal is to be the team’s No. 1 goalie, but he 
doesn’t make it about the competition with other goalies. He puts the 
focus on himself. 

Goalie coach Jan Lundell recognized that trait when Lankinen arrived to 
IFK from Jokerit at the age of 19 in 2014. Lankinen had played just one 
top-division game for Jokerit and had plenty to prove at IFK, but that 
didn’t stop him from setting his sights high from the start. 

“From the first day, he was so determined to get a spot in the SM-Liiga 
and then he was going to the No. 1 goalie in sm-Liiga,” Lundell said by 
phone from Finland. “The SM-Liiga was just a step for him to take a 
bigger step forward. Everything on the ice and off the ice, how he lived, 
how he slept, how he ate, every little detail was very good even when he 
was a teenager. That’s what impressed me a lot on how he ready to be a 
top athlete then.” 

At IFK, Lankinen went from being the team’s No. 2 goalie to establishing 
himself as the No. 1, and one of the premier goalies in SM-Liiga. He had 
a .946 regular-season save percentage and a .936 playoff save 
percentage in his final season in Finland. 

Lankinen was considered among the country’s top young goalies growing 
up. He was on Finland’s under-16 team with Juuse Saros and Ville 
Husso, who were drafted into the NHL. Lankinen wasn’t — his path to the 
NHL would have to be different. 

“I think it was a good thing for him that he didn’t get drafted because it 
didn’t put any time pressure on him,” Lundell said. “He could build a 
really good solid table and all the small things on a high level.” 

When the Blackhawks were looking to sign Lankinen in 2018, Lundell 
believed he was ready for that step. Lankinen had to endure a first pro 
season of ups and downs as he adjusted to North America, playing in the 
AHL and ECHL. 

Back home, the Finland national team coaches were keeping tabs. With 
the 2019 World Championship approaching, he was on their shortlist. 

Any World Championship team hopes to have as many of their top 
players from the NHL and KHL accept invitations to play in the 
tournament. But in 2019, Finland struck out with a lot of its top players for 
an assortment of reasons. 

Lankinen was the only goalie on an NHL contract who was able to play. 
Because of that, there wasn’t too much optimism about the tournament. 

“I have to say the audience and press and those in Finland they were 
calling us losers before the tournament,” said Kari Lehtonen, who was 
Finland’s goalie coach for the tournament. “There was a lot in the papers 
that this was the worst team ever go to the World Championship. There’s 
no NHL players at all, 18 first-timers and players from SM-Liiga and 
players from Sweden, so they can’t win nothing from their end. Same 
thing with Kevin, who are these goalies?” 

Personally, Lehtonen gained confidence when he began working with 
Lankinen. Lehtonen could tell by Lankinen’s training and the way he 
soaked up information that he would hold his own. 

Ultimately, Lankinen’s play was largely why Finland won the gold medal. 
He had a 32-save shutout against Russia in the semifinals. In the 
championship, he stopped 43-of-44 shots to secure a 3-1 win over 
Canada. He finished the tournament with a .942 save percentage in eight 
games. 

“Think 120 minutes and just one score against those guys, who were the 
best in the world, like Russian guys like (Alex) Ovechkin and the Canada 
team,” Lehtonen said. “It’s not wrong to say he was like bigger than an 
elephant in the net.” 
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Lankinen had yet to play in an NHL game, but he was already a legend in 
Finnish hockey history. 

“That was insane,” Korpisalo said. “The whole country was following the 
whole team. He was the No. 1 guy on the whole team. Everyone knows 
him now in Finland, which is pretty cool. That was pretty wild. He showed 
everyone he was right up there. Taking shots from the best players in the 
world like it was nothing.” 

Lankinen took that confidence into last season with the Rockford 
IceHogs. He was the IceHogs’ most consistent goalie early in the 
season, became the No. 1 and was named to the AHL All-Star Game. 
His season was cut short because of a shoulder injury, which required 
surgery, but he was able to practice with the Blackhawks in the return-to-
play training camp and was their No. 3 goalie during the playoffs. 

Before rejoining the Blackhawks this season, Lankinen began working 
with a new goalie coach in Finland. Korpisalo had been training with 
Marko Torenius for a number of years, and Lankinen asked to join them. 
For about two and a half months before leaving for Chicago, Lankinen 
worked with Torenius and Korpisalo for about three days a week. 

Torenius’ offseason training environment is loose. He knows the goalies 
are choosing to be there. They put in work, but they also spend a lot of 
time talking and exchanging ideas about goaltending. 

“It was easy,” Torenius said by phone from Finland. “It’s really fun. He’s 
an open guy. He wants to learn new things. He’s really coachable guy, 
really easy to coach. I don’t want to do old school way that this is my way 
or else. 

“We made some adjustments on his basic stance. Little modern style that 
you have a little bit more of an upright stance, get his body a little bit 
better, mobility a little bit better, get a little bit better footwork, those kind 
of things. We did a lot of skating, footwork drills and tried to build those 
footwork and those drills into game-like situations. Then of course, we 
talk about tracking and those things. There was a lot of open talk with the 
guy. It was fun.” 

Lankinen and Korpisalo discussed goaltending, too. Korpisalo especially 
was impressed by how Lankinen was ready for each shot. 

“His understanding of the game, that’s what I saw him when I was first 
practicing with him,” Korpisalo said. “It always seems like he’s in the right 
spot to make a save, never late. His positioning is really, really good. 
That’s something I try to pick up from him in the fall when we practiced. 
Obviously you need good footwork to be in the right spot all the time. 
That’s something he does really well.” 

Torenius thought Lankinen was pretty much ready for the NHL. They 
mostly just tinkered with his game. 

“I felt it’s not much that he has to do,” Torenius said. “I think he’s really 
good. He’s a compact guy. He reads the game. He’s a competitive guy. 
He’s got a real good mindset on the game. I thought he could play in the 
NHL for sure. Of course, now it has started well and it gives you some 
positive boost on that cycle.” 

Kevin Lankinen made 41 saves against Nashville on Wednesday. 
(Christopher Hanewinckel / USA Today) 

Like everyone else, Korpisalo could see Lankinen’s determination 
heading into the season. 

“Put all the work in and earn the start that way,” Korpisalo said. “Of 
course, he was really determined. He’s a guy with high confidence as 
well, which I like. He knew if he keeps working hard, it’s coming. Now 
he’s picking up the good stuff of his work.” 

After allowing five goals in his NHL debut, Lankinen has been steady for 
the Blackhawks. In his last three starts, he’s allowed four goals on 100 
shots for a .960 save percentage. Against the Nashville Predators on 
Wednesday, Lankinen made a career-high 41 saves in a 2-1 shootout 
loss. 

Lundell, Lehtonen, Torenius and Korpisalo have all been keeping tabs on 
Lankinen’s season and been reaching out to him. Korpisalo said he last 
spoke to him a few days ago and they text on a daily basis. He planned 
to talk to him during warmups on Friday, too. 

Lankinen will likely face Korpisalo on Friday; Saros was in net for the 
Predators on Wednesday. Lankinen took a little longer to get to the NHL, 
but that won’t likely matter to anyone. It’s all about getting there 
eventually, and Lankinen finally made it, impressing people along the 
way. 

“He’s really good friends with Korpisalo and he’s friends with Saros and 
they’re in the same age group and they’re competing against each other 
since juniors,” Lundell said. “Of course, for those friends competing 
against each other in the NHL, it’s a dream come true. That’s what kind 
of things you do in the backyard when six, seven years old. You’re 
playing and imagining where you can be, and now you’re living that life. 
That’s probably really amazing for him.” 
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The Blue Jackets 'find a way' in Chicago, grinding out a 2-1 win against 
the Blackhawks 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO – It wasn't pretty by any means. 

In fact, the Blue Jackets' 2-1 victory against the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Friday night at United Center was downright ugly at times, including a 
first period in which both teams combined for a total of seven shots. 

It was not the way the Jackets hoped to play after winning in a shootout 
Thursday in Columbus, but they're not going to complain about putting 
two more points in the bank and extending a streak of earning points to 
seven games. 

“Find a way," said coach John Tortorella, whose team won its first 
consecutive games after winning Thursday in a shootout against the 
Florida Panthers. "Listen, it’s going to be ugly and it may get uglier as this 
year keeps on going, with just everything around us and just how this 
(shortened schedule) is, so put in capital letters all three words: 'FIND A 
WAY.' And we have done that here the last little while.”  

Despite their point streak, the first nine games were a bumpy for the Blue 
Jackets (4-2-3), who came into this one hoping for a little more 
consistency. They found it defensively, which is becoming more of a 
common sight, but the offense remained a turbulent slog in the NHL’s 
only game of the night. 

Good thing goalie Joonas Korpisalo was on point yet again for 31 saves 
and his second win of the season. Oliver Bjorkstrand scored his third 
goal of the season and assisted on Eric Robinson's winning goal scored 
in the second period, but that was all the offense the Jackets got. 

Tired legs appeared to be a big reason. 

“I think we seemed a little bit tired tonight, but at the end of the day we 
found a way to win and I thought there were still good parts to the game," 
said Bjorkstrand, who sprung Robinson on a half breakaways with a nice 
pass in stride heading into the neutral zone. "We probably had to get the 
legs going a little bit more, but again, we found a way and it’s huge.”  

The win gave the Blue Jackets 11 points to keep them atop the Central 
Division, but they've played five more games than the Dallas Stars in 
second place, two more games than the Nashville Predators in third 
place and five more games than the Florida Panthers in fourth. 
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The Blackhawks have also played nine games and trail the Jackets by 
four points with a rematch against Columbus on Sunday. The Jackets will 
get an off day Saturday to rest their legs and will come back to United 
Center again searching for the top gears in their offensive attack. 

The most important cog to their engine is back in Columbus, though, 
where newly-acquired star left wing Patrik Laine entered a league-
mandated 48-hour quarantine period after arriving from Canada on 
Friday afternoon. 

Laine's goal-scoring prowess should provide some immediate help in the 
offensive zone, where Bjorkstrand is already starting to click. 

He scored the first goal of the game on a power play in the first period, 
launching a one-timer from the spot where Laine will soon occupy, but 
that was the lone goal of the first period for either team.  

Robinson then put Columbus up 2-0 at 3:39 of the second, pulling away 
from the Blackhawks chasing him with eye-opening speed, but the 
Blackhawks finished the period with a 19-12 edge in shots. Chicago also 
cut the Blue Jackets' lead to 2-1 on a power-play goal by Dylan Strome at 
10:47, which sent the game to the third period with Columbus again 
clinging to another one-goal lead – something that is becoming a trend.  

Korpisalo was the main reason Chicago didn’t lead, stopping 18 shots in 
the second and only letting Strome's goal, and this wasn’t a fully-stocked 
Blackhawks team. Chicago is currently missing captain Jonathan Toews 
(illness) and Alex DeBrincat (COVID-19 protocols), a pair of top-six 
forwards. 

Things changed a bit in the third, when the Jackets finally put more 
consistent pressure on Chicago goalie Kevin Lankinen (25 saves). It just 
didn’t result in a goal, as Lankinen made back-to-back saves against 
Bjorkstrand and another against Nick Foligno from close-range just after 
the mid-point in the period. 

That kept it 2-1 and the Jackets had rode out another nail-biter the rest of 
the way, including Korpisalo making back-to-back saves against 
Blackhawks star Patrick Kane with about three minutes left.  

"I don’t think we were that good tonight," Tortorella said. "I thought our 
best part of the game, which I was really happy about ... the first 12 or 13 
minutes of that third period I thought we played some good hockey. 
Towards the end, Kaner got lost a couple times and Korpi just made 
some huge saves at the end." 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 01.30.2021 

1200894 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets determined to fix power play even before Laine's arrival 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

For the Blue Jackets' ailing power play, help is on the way. 

But they are not going to simply wait for Patrik Laine and his big shot to 
arrive with the hope that he is the fix that the team has sought for years. 

Sure, Laine will help once he can secure an American work visa and join 
the Blue Jackets. Jack Roslovic, the player who accompanied Laine in 
the trade with the Winnipeg Jets for Pierre-Luc Dubois on Saturday, 
smiled when asked what Laine will bring to the power play. 

“Goals,” he said. “Lots and lots of 'em.” 

That would be a big change from what the Jackets have produced with 
the man advantage. Columbus has scored only once in 19 power plays 
this season, second worst in the NHL to the Anaheim Ducks, who are 
scoreless in 16 tries. 

The Blue Jackets made improvement a priority heading into Thursday's 
rematch with the Florida Panthers. Forward Cam Atkinson said the team 
would put in extra work on the power play before the pregame skate. 

Columbus was 0 for 6 against the Panthers in Tuesday's loss, including a 
four-minute power play in which it created few chances. The Blue 
Jackets also had a 4-on-3 man advantage in overtime, but Sergei 
Bobrovsky twice stopped Atkinson shots. 

Too often, the Blue Jackets are passive with the puck and seemingly 
content to pass along the perimeter without creating the disruption that 
causes defensive breakdowns. At other times, they simply have trouble 
getting the puck into the offensive zone to set up their power play. 

“There are a lot of things we went over today,” Atkinson said Wednesday. 
“Everyone's got to be on the same page, and if one guy's not on the 
same page, (like on the) breakout, it's amazing how much harder it is. 
Honestly, it's easy to become frustrated and try to do it yourself, and that 
never really works out for the better.” 

This is not a new struggle for the Jackets. They ranked 27th on the 
power play last season, converting only 16.4% of the time. 

Asked what he wants most to improve in that situation, coach John 
Tortorella replied, “Everything.” 

He declined to delve into details. 

“You guys have a perfect right to ask questions about the power play,” 
Tortorella said. “But it doesn't do the power play or any of us any good for 
me to start discussing all the things we need to work on. It struggled 
(Tuesday) night, although we had some opportunities in the 4-on-3. Cam 
had a couple of opportunities. Bob made a couple of good saves. 

“But I'm just not going to pick it apart with you guys. It doesn't help 
anybody. Do we think it needs to improve? Absolutely. And we're going 
to continue working on it and see if we can get some sort of consistency 
with it.” 

After Tuesday's game, captain Nick Foligno didn't try to hide his 
frustration with the unit's futility. 

“I'm kind of tired of the rhetoric that we have a bad power play,” Foligno 
said. “I think it's just a mindset. We need to understand who we are and 
how we're going to have success. I watch us and we don't execute the 
right way, so that's on the players. That's on us as a group to get it done. 
I mean, there's really no more woe-is-me and feeling sorry for ourselves.” 

The Jackets actually had more offensive success on the penalty kill than 
the power play. Foligno assisted on an Atkinson short-handed goal 
Tuesday. 

“Our power play can step up and win us a game,” Foligno said. “I'm part 
of that, and we have to find a way because I'm tired of listening to the 
outside noise. All that's just distraction from what we're trying to be. We 
have to come together as a group and know the answer's in there. 
There's enough skill on that power play to score goals. We've shown it. I 
know it's in there. We have to find a way to get it done.” 

Help is on the way with Laine, but there's urgency to make progress 
before he gets here. 
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Blue Jackets turn tables in shootout win, a reward for better play 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 30, 2021 

 

Blue Jackets center Alexandre Texier circles back to the bench after 
scoring the only shootout goal in a 3-2 victory over Florida on Thursday. 

Extra time had not been kind to the Blue Jackets this season until 
Thursday. 

They had lost their three previous games that went beyond regulation. 
On Tuesday, Florida scored with 2.5 seconds left to send the game to 
overtime, then won in a shootout. 

Columbus coach John Tortorella was so displeased with his team’s 
performance that he found it hard to quibble about the blown lead. Take 
the one point and sprint for the doors before the hockey gods reconsider, 
he essentially said. 

On Thursday, the Jackets played considerably better, but again they and 
the Panthers couldn’t settle things in regulation or overtime. But this time 
Tortorella believed his team got the outcome it deserved when Alexandre 
Texier scored the game-winner in the fourth round of the shootout for a 
3-2 victory. 

Texier’s goal was a thing of understated beauty. As he skated in on 
Florida’s Chris Driedger, he stick-handled until almost casually gliding a 
one-handed backhand shot between the goalie’s legs. 

"I was shaking my head," said center Max Domi. "I think the whole bench 
was shaking our heads. That's absolutely off the charts, that move there. 
It's pretty ridiculous.” 

Here are some takeaways from the game: 

Redemption for Texier 

Texier getting the winner had to feel particularly sweet because his error 
set up Florida’s first goal. With Columbus leading 1-0 in the second 
period, the center’s soft pass trying to get out of the defensive zone was 
stolen by Anthony Duclair. The former Jacket bore in on Elvis Merzlikins, 
who stopped his shot. But Carter Verhaeghe pounced on the rebound 
and lifted it into the open net. 

At just 21, Texier has been thrust into a prominent role as a top-six 
center and has answered the challenge. 

“He's been a really good player, probably our most consistent guy,” 
Tortorella said. “(But) he turns one over to cost us the goal. Gladly, he 
got an opportunity to redeem himself — and it was a great goal.” 

Roslovic’s debut 

Columbus native Jack Roslovic made his Blue Jackets debut on 
Thursday following his acquisition Saturday from Winnipeg in the Pierre-
Luc Dubois trade.  He took the opening faceoff at center on a line with 
Cam Atkinson and Boone Jenner and played 14:14 without registering a 
shot. 

“I was super-excited to come in and get my feet back under me and play 
a game,” said Roslovic, who had been staying in Columbus as a 
restricted free agent holdout until the trade. “It's nice to just be in the 
National Hockey League playing for points and playing with a team that 
has a really good mentality and works hard and has fun. I think we did all 
that tonight and I did that, too.” 

Asked for his first impressions of Roslovic, Tortorella said he’d need to 
Watch video to give a more comprehensive opinion. 

“You can see that he can skate,” Tortorella said. “He can make some 
plays. There's no sense of me going any further than that. I want to watch 
him play a few games.” 

Merzlikins sharp 

Columbus goaltender Elvis Merzlikins stopped 33 of 35 shots, as well as 
all four in the shootout. But he isn’t satisfied with his game. 

“Honestly, I don't feel yet (like) myself,” Merzlikins said. “I'm still making 
little mistakes.” 

He mentioned the second goal he gave up, in which he couldn’t snare 
and then locate the rebound off a shot by Anton Stralman.  Eetu 
Luostarine then poked it in. 

“I can do better on that one,” Merzlikins said. “That's good that there is 
bad things. There is a lot to work on, so I just want to focus on that.” 

Merzlikins stopped Duclair, Jonathan Huberdeau, Frank Vatrano and 
Patric Hornqvist in the shootout. But he’s ambivalent about shootouts. 

“It's like gambling,” Merzlikins said. “Either you're lucky or you're not. 
Tonight, luck was in my on my side so I'm happy about that. I like them 
when I win. When I lose them, I hate them.” 

Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo have been sharing time in net for 
Columbus, an arrangement that Tortorella repeated would continue. 

“Both of our goalies have been unbelievable,” Domi said. “In my opinion, 
we have the best tandem in the league. You have two No. 1 goalies so 
it’s great. Our group really thrives off that.” 

Power play awakens 

The power play has been a source of criticism for Columbus since, well, 
when did the franchise start to play? 

In recent years, in particular, the man advantage has sometimes felt like 
a disadvantage because of the futility and stunted momentum from it. 
This year, the Jackets had scored only one goal in 19 power plays 
entering Thursday. 

But that unit finally delivered in the third period. Domi won a draw to 
defenseman Zach Werenski, who then gave it back to Domi. The center 
fired a laser past Driedger to give Columbus a 2-1 lead. 

It was such a hard shot that it wasn’t initially clear that the puck had gone 
under the crossbar. The puck bounced back, and Oliver Bjorkstrand shot 
it back in the net just in case. 

“Obviously, we’ve been struggling a little bit, but that’s how it goes,” Domi 
said. “Peaks and valleys. Sometimes you’ve just got to simplify. That’s a 
great pass by Zach, right in the wheelhouse. You’ve got to hit the net and 
hit it as hard as you can. We’ll build on that, for sure.” 

On the Blue Jackets’ next power play, they almost got another goal when 
Werenski hit the post. 

“Yeah, they were better tonight,” Tortorella said of his power-play 
skaters. 
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Blue Jackets already benefit from alternating Joonas Korpisalo, Elvis 
Merzlikins 

 

By Aaron Portzline Jan 29, 2021 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Sometimes the biggest decisions are the easiest. 

In goaltenders Joonas Korpisalo and Elvis Merzlikins, the Blue Jackets 
believe they have not only two bona fide No. 1 goaltenders but also one 
of the best tandems in the NHL. 

Keeping Korpisalo and Merzlikins happy with their workload could easily 
have been a problem for coach John Tortorella: How to divvy up a 56-
game sprint that is the 2020-21 season? 

But the last difficult decision Tortorella faced at the position was deciding 
who would start the season opener. Since then, Korpisalo and Merzlikins 
have alternated every start. 
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The benefit was obvious again Friday when Korpisalo appeared to be the 
most energetic Columbus player in the United Center, stopping 31 of 32 
shots in a 2-1 win over the Chicago Blackhawks. 

“It certainly helps me,” Tortorella said of the goalie rhythm. “I just have 
such great comfort in both of them. Elvis’ first game was a little bit of a 
struggle, but he’s found himself and made some key saves (in a 3-2 
shootout win versus Florida) on Thursday. 

“The goaltending situation is obviously very important. If you’re going to 
win or lose hockey games, they’re going to be the main reason, both 
ways. I feel very comfortable, and I’m not really thinking about it, just 
knowing we’re going every other (game). 

“I think it helps them, too, because we let them know right away (before 
the season) that this was going to be the schedule. It was, ‘We’ll let you 
know when we want to change the schedule,’ but it lets them get 
mentally ready for their next start during our practices … the few 
practices we’re able to have.” 

After Friday’s win, the Korpisalo-Merzlikins tandem has a .920 save 
percentage, good for sixth in the NHL. They’re one of only four teams 
with two goalies who have started four or more games. 

There’s an old adage, of course: Every goalie wants to start every game. 
So far, though, Korpisalo and Merzlikins have moved forth without 
complaint. 

Korpisalo made acrobatic saves all game but faced 19 of his 32 shots in 
the second period when the rested Blackhawks looked to be the fresher 
club. 

And in the third period, when Chicago scrambled to tie, Korpisalo twice 
denied Blackhawks star Patrick Kane from point-blank range. 

“Korpi’s our best player tonight,” Tortorella said. “We looked like a tired 
team. We’ve played a lot of hockey, and this was our first back-to-back 
with travel. We weren’t as sharp as we’d like to be, but Korpisalo was 
easily our best player.” 

Korpisalo is 2-1-2 with a .936 save percentage and 2.17 goals-against 
average. 

Merzlikins, who will start Sunday in United Center, is 2-1-1 with a .906 
save percentage and 2.94 GAA. He allowed five goals in this first start of 
the season but had his best game Thursday, stopping all four Florida 
shootout attempts. 

“There’s gonna be not that many games but still a lot of games really 
close,” Merzlikins said earlier this season. “I think it’s good that we can 
share the games. I think this is the best option for our organization, 
having two goaltenders working for the team. 

“It’s about being ready every day, even if you’re not playing. For mental 
toughness, I think it’s going to be a long season.” 

The Jackets, with Friday’s win, have a seven-game point streak (4-0-3) 
after losing their first two games in regulation. 

“I like the way it’s worked out,” Tortorella said. “The schedule forces it 
this way, and we’re very fortunate to have the two goalies we have.” 

Bjorkstrand’s big night 

Oliver Bjorkstrand had a role in both Blue Jackets goals, scoring a 
power-play goal in the first period and assisting on Eric Robinson’s 
breakaway goal in the second period. 

It was Bjorkstrand’s third multi-point game this season, and he could 
have had four or five points; the puck seemed to have a magnetic pull to 
him. He led the Jackets with six shot attempts. 

“We seemed a little bit tired tonight, but at the end of the day, we found a 
way to win,” Bjorkstrand said. “I thought there were good parts of the 
game, but we had to get the legs going a bit more. 

“I felt good around the puck. I just wish my legs felt a little bit better. But 
you have to find a way to get chances. It seemed to follow me around a 
little bit, yeah.” 

This marks a second straight game with a power-play goal for the Blue 
Jackets, and they were scored in similar ways. 

On Thursday, Max Domi one-timed a Zach Werenski pass from the right 
dot. On Friday, Bjorkstrand stepped into a Cam Atkinson setup from the 
left dot, blistering it past Chicago goaltender Kevin Lankinen. 

“We’re trying to move the puck faster and trying to get more shots on 
net,” Bjorkstrand said. “We want to have a shooting mentality without 
wasting a shot, but (moving the puck faster) was definitely our mindset.” 

Bjorkstrand made a lengthy pass out of the defensive zone to spring 
Robinson for a breakaway early in the second period to make it 2-0. 

Laine finally in the fold 

Blue Jackets majority owner John P. McConnell sent one of his planes to 
Ottawa early Friday when it became clear that the process to update 
Patrik Laine’s work visa was near completion. 

Laine was cleared to fly from Ottawa to Columbus in the afternoon, 
arriving around 2:30 p.m. Once he cleared customs, he started a 48-hour 
NHL-mandated quarantine to comply with the league’s COVID-19 
protocols. 

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen said he likely would 
have traveled to Ottawa to greet Laine and fly with him to Columbus, but 
the league’s protocols would have forced him (or anybody else from the 
organization) to quarantine for 48 hours, too. 

If everything stays on course, Laine would be eligible to play Tuesday 
against the Dallas Stars in Nationwide Arena. But if he does so, it would 
happen without a single practice with the Blue Jackets, who are off 
Monday. 

The Blue Jackets organization purchased billboard space at multiple 
locations across the city, welcoming Laine to Columbus and welcoming 
Columbus native Jack Roslovic back home. 

They both were acquired Saturday in a trade that sent Pierre-Luc Dubois 
and a third-round pick in 2021 to Winnipeg. 

Snacks 

• Tortorella coached in his 400th regular-season Blue Jackets game 
(213-142-45, .588) Friday. His other NHL stops: 535 games with Tampa 
Bay (239-222-74, .516), 319 with the New York Rangers (171-118-30, 
.583) and 82 with Vancouver (36-35-11, .506). 

• Roslovic was more offensively involved Friday, his second game with 
the Blue Jackets. He had two shots on goal and five shot attempts, and 
he won four of seven faceoffs in 14:06 of playing time. 

• Dublin’s Connor Murphy played 19:36 for Chicago. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.30.2021 

1200897 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Korpisalo makes 31 stops, Blue Jackets beat Blackhawks 2-1 

 

AP 

Jan 30, 2021 at 12:23a ET 

 

CHICAGO (AP) — The Columbus Blue Jackets had tired legs and a 
fresh Joonas Korpisalo. 
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On Friday night, at least, it was enough. 

Korpisalo made 31 saves and Oliver Bjorkstrand had a goal and an 
assist, sending Columbus to a 2-1 victory over the Chicago Blackhawks. 

“We weren’t as sharp as we like to be, but Korpisalo was easily our best 
player,” coach John Tortorella said. 

The Blue Jackets have one of the NHL’s best goaltender tandems in 
Korpisalo and Elvis Merzlikins, and that duo played a key role in 
consecutive wins. A night after Merzlikins had 33 saves in a 3-2 shootout 
victory over Florida, Korpisalo took over. 

He stepped up as Chicago pushed for the tying goal, denying Patrick 
Kane in front about seven minutes into the third. He also caught a break 
when Carl Soderberg’s shot through the goaltender’s legs was just wide 
with a couple minutes left. 

“Korpy made some huge saves,” Bjorkstrand said. 

Eric Robinson also scored for Columbus, helping Korpisalo get the win 
against good friend and fellow Finn Kevin Lankinen. The Blue Jackets 
extended their point streak to seven. 

Lankinen made 25 saves in his fifth career start — all this season. 

“That was really fun,” Korpisalo said. “I think it’s been like six or seven 
years since we played against each other. He won that one, so that was 
great to win today.” 

Dylan Strome scored for Chicago, which had recorded at least one point 
in five straight games. 

“It’s tough to come from behind against a team like that and they’ve got 
really good goaltending,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “But I thought we 
did a lot of good things, and we did more than enough to score more than 
one goal.” 

The Blue Jackets jumped in front on Bjorkstrand’s power-play goal 8:53 
into the first period. Mattias Janmark had a chance to clear the puck out 
for Chicago, but Columbus kept it in and Cam Atkinson found Bjorkstrand 
in the left circle for a one-timer. 

The Blackhawks pushed for the tying goal early in the second, but 
Strome had a wraparound attempt knocked away by Blue Jackets 
defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov. 

“It was a game I thought we played well enough to win,” Strome said. 
“Did a lot of good things and felt like we had the puck quite a bit but came 
up short.” 

After Chicago had an extended stay in Columbus’ zone, the Blue Jackets 
got it out and the speedy Robinson skated out on a breakaway. He beat 
Lankinen on the glove side for his second goal of the season and a 2-0 
lead at 3:39. 

Bjorkstrand got the only assist on the play. He has three goals and five 
assists in his last seven games. He almost picked up another goal in the 
third, but Lankinen used his glove to push away his shot from right in 
front. 

Chicago got on the board when Kane found Strome in the slot for the 
center’s third goal, making it 2-1 midway through the second. The 
connection gave the Blackhawks at least one power-play goal in eight of 
their nine games this season. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Columbus forward Jack Roslovic played 14 minutes on his 24th birthday. 
The Columbus native was acquired in a blockbuster trade with Winnipeg 
last week that also moved Patrik Laine to the Blue Jackets in exchange 
for Pierre Luc-Dubois and a third-round draft pick. 

UP NEXT 

The teams play again Sunday night. Then Columbus opens a four-game 
homestand against Dallas on Tuesday night, and Chicago hosts Carolina 
on Tuesday night. 
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The Athletic / NHL TV ratings up as push to engage fans outside rinks 
breaks from tradition 

 

Sean Shapiro  

Jan 29, 2021  

  

The NHL, like any other sports league, is primarily a digital product in 
2021. 

The lack of fans in attendance forced it to be a made-for-TV event, and 
even when fans are allowed into a building in select markets, any 
interaction with the players is observed from a great distance. 

The days of fans asking for selfies or autographs after practice? Maybe 
that’ll happen again sometime in 2022. 

It’s not ideal. The majority of the NHL’s revenue is driven by in-person 
transactions with tickets and food and beverage sales during a game. 
The NHL doesn’t currently have a national TV deal that brings in most of 
its revenue, like the NBA. 

But according to league officials who spoke to The Athletic on Thursday, 
the league is making the most of other platforms and digital connections 
with fans early in this truncated 2020-21 season. 

For starters, on a national level TV viewership is up for the league, as 
NBC has seen an uptick in viewership on both NBC and NBC Sports. 

The opening night game between the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Philadelphia Flyers was the most-watched game in NBCSN network 
history, drawing 972,000 viewers. The Penguins game against the 
Washington Capitals on Jan. 17 on NBC drew 1.727 million viewers, 
making it the most-watched non-outdoor regular-season game in three 
years. 

In Canada, there’s been increased viewership on Sportsnet and TVA 
Sports. The opening-night doubleheader drew a combined 6.6 million 
viewers, making it the most-watched opening night in Sportsnet history. 

On NHL.tv streaming numbers have doubled on a per-game basis 
compared to the past three seasons, with the opening night game 
between the Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal Canadians the most-
viewed game thus far on the service, according to NHL officials. 
Subscriptions are also up this season according to NHL officials, though 
they declined to reveal how much growth there has been in that regard. 

Locally there have been frustrations this season with regional sports 
networks and streaming on providers like YouTubeTV and Hulu, but in 
general, teams are seeing a spike in viewership when it comes to ratings 
on traditional TV. Fox Sports Midwest, for example, is averaging a 5.0 
rating for St. Louis Blues games, the best start to a season since 2013 
and a 32 percent increase in viewership from the first two weeks of the 
2019-20 season. 

For context, the Blues ranked third in NHL local viewership among 
American teams during the 2019-20 season. According to a source, the 
top-five during that season was Buffalo, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Vegas and 
Boston. 

“It’s not a surprise to us,” NHL chief marketing officer Heidi Browning said 
when discussing TV ratings. “We’ve been working really hard to continue 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 30, 2021 

 

(to) grow our fan base and deepen engagement and it’s something we 
monitor on a consistent basis.” 

The pandemic and timing certainly contribute to the television boom. 
Fans aren’t able to see games in person, there is an audience tuning in 
that would typically be attending games, while people, in general, are 
more confined to their homes — streaming is at an all-time high in all 
walks of life, not just sports. 

The NHL has also been trying to be more creative on its social channels 
to both interact with fans and drive viewership. This is an effort that had 
already been ramping up in early 2020, but the pandemic escalated the 
importance of giving fans an interactive outlet on both a league and team 
level. 

According to the NHL, the league saw a 20 percent overall increase in 
engagement across channels on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 
TikTok compared to the first week of the 2019-20 season. There was 
also a 28 percent overall increase in video views across all social 
channels for that time period, according to the league. 

The NHL, like most leagues, has been trying to use those impressions to 
draw in viewers either directly or indirectly. It’s easier to track the direct 
correlation between platforms like Twitter and Facebook, while TikTok is 
relatively newer and harder to track direct social media to television 
habits but is viewed as a valuable space to connect with a younger 
demographic by the league. 

“I think TikTok is really the place that people create,” Sean Dennison, the 
NHL’s director of social media, said. “It’s a really creative community and 
I think the tools and audience there fosters that creativity. It continues to 
offer ways you can have fun and connect trends.” 

Before the season the NHL used referee Wes McCauley, known for his 
emphatic nature on reviews and announcing penalties, to ask fans how 
they were getting ready for the season on TikTok with the hashtag 
#NHLFaceOff had 15 NHL teams create their own video reacting to 
McCauley’s question and in the first week of the season the 
#NHLFaceOff hashtag had more than two billion impressions. 

Browning also points to projects the NHL is using to drive fan 
engagement like the creator of the week, where the league partners with 
and highlights an individual for their work ranging from trick-shot artists to 
pencil artists like Dan Pietens, who used exposure from the NHL last 
summer to launch a full-time career as an artist. 

Browning said internally the NHL talks about the approach as “humans 
over highlights” when it comes to social media now. 

“The human moments are the most relatable moments,” Browning said. 
“So that’s where you have the opportunity to work with and expand your 
audience beyond the super hardcore hockey fans.” 

Browning added that connecting with younger fans also requires a “see 
me” strategy. 

“The idea that young fans want to be seen, recognized, acknowledged,” 
Browning said. “Anytime a league, a club, a team, or a player 
acknowledges a post about them, that means everything in the world. 
We’ve taken that combination of insights and create programs that fulfill 
on that promise.” 

Dennison said this is how the Hockey at Home campaign was started 
during the pause, where fans have been promoted on social media 
showing off their fan caves or collections, or doing trick shots. 

Extending that to the players is also a push and a hope for the NHL’s 
social media team, the pause led to more organic player interaction on 
social media with fans than in the past, and Dennison said younger 
players becoming more established NHL stars have better-helped push 
fan engagement on those platforms. 

No one from the NHL will readily admit that the sport is too team-centric, 
but it certainly doesn’t help drive social media interaction when a player 

like Sidney Crosby, one of the faces of the league for more than a 
decade now, doesn’t have a personal Twitter account. 

As one NHL player said as recently as last season, “If Sid doesn’t have a 
Twitter account, and you are a young player, what makes you think you 
can have one?” 

While NHL GMs and coaches are probably happy with that example, 
those in marketing for NHL teams are not-so-secretly hoping more 
players realize they can be individual humans, which really is going to be 
necessary if the NHL wants to keep with its “human over highlights” 
internal mantra. 
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The Athletic / Buses, brawls and babies: When the barnstorming London 
Lions took ‘Slap Shot’ to Europe 

 

Eric Duhatschek  

Jan 29, 2021  

  

It was nearing the end of the London Lions’ 1974 tour of Czechoslovakia 
when Duffy McCarthy squared off against a player from the Czech club 
team Brno ZKL during a bench-clearing brawl. It was the sort of tussle 
that was commonplace in North American hockey in the early 1970s. 

But this was Europe at the height of the Cold War, so imagine his 
surprise when members of the Czech army burst from the Zamboni 
gates. 

Wearing long, olive-green greatcoats and slipping and sliding along the 
ice in their military-issued boots, it was all just a little too slapstick until 
McCarthy heard a slight hissing sound. 

It was mace — sprayed squarely into his eyes by one of the machine 
gun-carrying soldiers trying to stop the fights. 

“I thought it was acid,” McCarthy says. “I didn’t even know what mace 
was at the time. All I know is, it stung my eyes and I couldn’t see. It was 
terrible.” 

McCarthy was playing for the London Lions, a collection of Detroit Red 
Wings farmhands who had been relocated to England for one season. 

The Lions were the brainchild of Red Wings owner Bruce Norris who 
wanted to start a European professional league. So Norris divided the 
Red Wings’ minor league teams in two: one would play in Virginia Beach 
in the AHL, the other would be based in London, England. 

Norris entrusted the project to two men: Doug Barkley, who was 
coaching in the Red Wings system, and Al Coates, who in addition to 
being the team’s trainer was also the de facto travel secretary, equipment 
manager and jack of all trades. 

The Lions played their home games at what was then known as Empire 
Pool in Wembley (northwest of London), an arena that housed the 
swimming events for the 1948 Summer Olympics. The ice surface had 
been installed over a wooden floor, placed atop the original swimming 
pool. 

Because a figure skating show annually took up residence in the arena 
for three months every year before and after Christmas, the Lions 
became a barnstorming team from Dec. 1, 1973 until March 1, 1974, 
playing 41 consecutive road games in nine countries. 

“It was really a travelling circus,” says forward Brian McCutcheon. “We 
were laughing about it being the longest road trip in hockey history; a real 
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education — and we even got to go behind the Iron Curtain, which was a 
big black hole for us in those days.” 

Nearly 50 years have passed since Norris’ grand experiment and 
memories of the London Lions have been largely lost in the mists of time. 
But just imagine all the extended bus rides and unlikely adventures 
featured in the movie “Slap Shot” — and then imagine them with wives 
and children aboard — and you have some idea of how that wild 
crisscrossing journey through Europe unfolded. It all began the day 
Barkley was summoned to Norris’ office to discuss his future in the 
organization. 

Doug Barkley, head coach: They called me in to tell me that Bobby 
Lemieux was going to be coaching in the American League. So I asked, 
“Where am I going?” They said, “We’re going to send a team over to 
Europe to play 72 exhibition games and it’s going to be based in London 
and we want you to put the team together.” 

I thought, “What the hell, I’m not doing anything else. I’m riding the buses 
in the American League. I might as well ride them in Europe instead.” 

Al Coates: My job was supposed to be trainer, but it ended up, you were 
the traveling secretary, the cook, the manager, the physiotherapist, 
everything. I wasn’t sure if I wanted to do it, but the way Bruce Norris 
presented it was I’d be doing this for him as a favor — and how do you 
say no to the owner? 

Dennis Polonich, forward: Back in those days, NHL teams didn’t just 
have 50 guys under contract, they had 80. So the Red Wings had 20 
guys in Detroit, 20 guys in Virginia, 20 guys in Kalamazoo — and then 
they had another 20 guys and what are we going to do with them? 
Because I was young and single, they told me, “You’re going to play for 
the London Lions.” 

Murray Wing, defenseman: I’d gotten traded from Boston to Detroit to be 
on that team, so I was a bit of an outsider at first. What they didn’t know 
was that I’d just gotten married, so my wife came with me, one of the 
three or four women who went over there. 

Brian McCutcheon, forward: When I was first approached about it, I was 
in my second year of pro. I felt I’d made a lot of progress that first year 
and at that time it was pretty difficult for college players to make their 
mark in professional hockey. So when they approached me with this 
idea, I was — to be quite honest — skeptical. The positive for me was 
that Bark was coaching; I’d had him the year before. But most 
importantly, we were under contract and so we went where we were told. 

The Lions held training camp in North America and then played one 
exhibition game at home before flying to London, where they were 
scheduled to make their Wembley debut against a team of touring 
Austrian internationals. 

Coates: We got on the plane, flew over there and said, “OK, we’re here. 
Now what?” It was just a total unknown. 

The Lions played their home games at Empire Pool, an arena that didn’t 
even have a Zamboni. (Courtesy Charlie Shaw) 

Home, off and on, for the next eight months was the Esso Motor Hotel. 

Charlie Shaw, defenceman: The hotel was about a three-wood from 
Wembley Stadium and unbeknownst to us, England was playing Poland 
in a soccer match when we first arrived. When England scored, the noise 
was so loud it shook the hotel. I thought it was an earthquake. 

Coates: Going into the rink the first time, it was what I imagined Maple 
Leaf Gardens must have been like in the 1920s. All the custodians in the 
arena wore these full-length, white smocks that came down to their 
knees. They’re helping me carry in all this stuff. We get into what is going 
to be our dressing room and there’s not a hook to be found anywhere, no 
place to hang our equipment. Nothing. So that was chore No. 1 — getting 
hooks installed for the equipment. 

Barkley: Our first game was against Austria. I go into the dressing room 
for the first intermission and they’re going out to flood the rink. We’re 

waiting and waiting — it’s 15 minutes now and nothing’s happened. So I 
go out to see what’s taking so long and I see all these guys in the white 
smocks out there with brooms making these little piles of snow, which 
they’re then shoveling into these carts that they’re pulling around the rink. 
No Zamboni. From there, they used barrels to flood the ice, like we did in 
the old days. It took, like, 30 minutes, after each period.  

In November, the Lions played 11 consecutive home games — three 
against the Finnish Olympic team; three against the Dutch Internationals, 
two against the Prague All-Stars and three against Helsinki IFK. From 
there, they made an eventful trip north to play four exhibition games in 
Scotland. 

Shaw: When we were in Scotland, that was the height of the oil crisis, so 
we had to have a special permit to be on the road. … In the hotel, there 
was no heat. The radiator was right beside my bed, but it was dead cold. 
There were just these big giant comforters in every room. You’d do 
jumping-jacks to get warm and then dive under the comforters and hope 
you didn’t freeze to death by the morning. 

Barkley: The Scottish team wasn’t very good and we knew we were 
going to beat the hell out of them, so we made a trade before the game. 
We gave them six of our players and we took six of theirs. 

The game gets underway and before you know it — a big fight starts. I 
look up and I see it’s just our guys fighting with each other. 

Coates: I was standing on the bench and I’ll never forget it. Dennis 
Polonich is a rookie from Foam Lake, Saskatchewan, and he can’t stand 
Ulf Sterner, on his own team, and the feeling is mutual. Off the faceoff, 
Polo slashes Sterner across the ankle, a two-hander — and Sterner 
responds by spearing him in the nuts. Now the gloves are off between 
those two and then everybody’s into it. Twelve guys fighting — and 
they’re all our own guys.   

Shaw: These Scottish guys were so funny. I remember one of them 
telling us in this heavy, heavy accent, “Last game, I went into the corner 
and I heard this godawful crack and I said, ‘I hope it’s me leg, I can’t 
afford a new hockey stick.’” We were just pissing ourselves laughing. 
These guys were hilarious. 

The Lions won all four games against the Scottish Selects by a combined 
score of 51-11. From there, they headed to Scandinavia to start their 
extended European tour. 

Coates: We checked out of the hotel and left nothing behind. Nothing. 
Every piece of equipment came with us — the stick cart (with 36 dozen 
sticks), the skate sharpening machine, everything. 

Barkley: We were flying from Heathrow and just before we got on the 
plane, the customs agent called me over and said, “You can’t get all this 
equipment aboard; you’re 1,800 pounds overweight.” I told him the team 
had made an arrangement with the airline and they weren’t going to 
charge us extra. In the end, they let us take everything with us. But that 
was (IIHF president) Bunny Ahearne who fixed it. He had a travel 
company, and every time a team went to Europe, they booked their travel 
through Bunny Ahearne. 

The Lions won their first two games against two Swedish club teams then 
headed for Finland with an overall 19-1-2 record. But the winning streak 
came to an abrupt halt in Turku, where they lost 8-2. 

Barkley: How did I feel about that? I can tell you very easily. In the 
second intermission, I had the referee pinned up against the wall, my 
hands around his throat. 

We must have had 30 penalties called against us in that game. He called 
everything against us and nothing against the Finns. I don’t mind losing, 
but I don’t want to be cheated. I knew I was in trouble, but Coatesy called 
Bunny Ahearne and told him what was happening and they got me off 
the hook. 

Coates: Detroit actually called up Bunny Ahearne and said, “Look, this 
isn’t right. Our team’s getting 20 penalties to their two. Every game. We 
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need an offset referee. We need somebody on our side. A two-referee 
system.” 

Barkley: The players didn’t fight in Europe. They’d spear you instead. So 
after a couple of the games, our guys said, “Fuck it. That’s enough of 
that.” If they were going to give our guys a stick, our guys were going to 
turn around and drop them with a punch. 

Norris made a handful of trips to Europe to check in on the Lions’ 
progress, including one over Christmas, where the Lions were entered in 
a two-week tournament in Sweden, the Ahearne Cup. It was an eclectic 
field: Swedish club teams Stockholm AIK, Djurgarden, Leksand and 
Sodertalje; plus Dynamo Moscow and all the way from Canada, the 
WHL’s Regina Pats. 

Polonich: The two years I played in Flin Flon we had a great rivalry going 
with Regina. I had two years of that – and they were wars. Finally, I’m in 
Europe and who comes over to play in the tournament? The Regina 
Pats. Oh my God! Here’s a junior team out of the Western Hockey 
League playing against grown men in this tournament. I thought I was 
done with them, but I was wrong. 

In the second-to-last game of the round robin, the Lions defeated 
Dynamo Moscow 2-1. The victory over the talented Russian team turned 
out to be the most memorable of the season. 

Shaw: Detroit was at the bottom of the league that year, so Bruce Norris 
would come over whenever he could with (future NHL president) John 
Ziegler, who was his lawyer. The day we played the Russians, just before 
we went on the ice, Norris came into the dressing room, with five or six 
scotches under his belt, and he said, “I don’t care what Barkley just told 
you, I want to see Russians lying all over the fucking ice.” That’s a direct 
quote. Bruce Norris is a big guy and so is Doug, but we were all in 
hysterics watching Doug try to usher the owner out the door. 

McCutcheon: Not many people knew much about Russian hockey until 
the ’72 (Canada-Russia Summit) Series, and what we knew was from 
watching them on TV. But you could see the talent — and the skill — 
level there. This was only a year after the ’72 series and that was on our 
mind, all those nationalistic feelings. It felt like we were playing our own 
version of the Canada-Russia series. 

Two nights after defeating the Russians, the Lions beat Sodertalje 6-4 to 
end the tournament. Even though the Lions didn’t actually win the 
tournament, Norris was so pleased with the outcome he treated the team 
to dinner and drinks at a high-end private club, Alexander’s, in 
Stockholm. 

Shaw: We were all higher than a kite afterwards. I was sitting at the table 
with Doug Barkley. We’d had a great meal, these massive steaks, which 
you didn’t much see in Europe at the time, and I’m sure I must have 
looked like a puppy dog, with his tongue hanging out, when I saw Doug 
start to get up and leave. I asked, “Oh, is it over?” And Doug said, “No, 
the tab’s staying open.” And things got wild after that. 

Duffy McCarthy, forward: I play guitar and I had it with me wherever we 
went on the road. After the big dinner, we go up to this nightclub area, 
and there’s Swedish girls everywhere. I pull out my 12-string guitar. Half 
of them can’t speak English, but they know every word to every song. 

Shaw: It was a memorable night – and the postscript of how we ended up 
at Alexander’s was, apparently Bruce Norris tried to eat there earlier in 
the week and was turned away; he was told that you needed to be a 
member. At which point, Mr. Norris apparently dropped a 1,000 Kroner 
note on the table and asked: “Does that make me a member?” Problem 
solved! 

After the Ahearne Cup, the Lions played three additional games in 
Sweden before playing in Holland, Belgium and Austria. They won 13 
games in a row, finishing up that portion of the trip with a 15-6 victory 
over a team from Innsbruck. Included in that trip through Austria was an 
8-0 win over the top team in the loop, Klagenfurt. 

Shaw: We breezed into town and were probably pretty cocky. It was at 
the end of the first period and we’re up 4-0 and Ron Simpson was my 
defense partner; he gets into a scuffle along the boards. But the boards 
had no glass or fence, so the fans reach in and start grabbing my 
defense partner’s sweater and one guy’s getting some free shots in. I’m 
across the ice but I go over there at about 400 miles an hour and clobber 
this guy and I fall over the boards. My helmet comes off and somebody 
hits me with a beer bottle and sliced me open. It bled like hell. 

That night, after the game, we’re out having beers and laughing and I’m 
sitting at a table and a magnum of champagne comes over. I called the 
waitress over and said, “where did this come from?” She pointed across 
the room and said “that gentleman over there.” I said, “who the hell is 
he?” It turned out to be Hanno Maurer-Stroh, the very wealthy owner of 
the Stroh Rum company who dabbled in car racing and other pursuits of 
the rich and famous. I went over and thanked him and then he came over 
to our table and we ended up drinking champagne for the rest of the 
night. The next day, he sent 20 bottles of Stroh’s rum to Doug Barkley’s 
room. 

Next stop: Czechoslovakia, for seven games.  

Coates: It was a 16-hour trip by bus from Innsbruck to Prague, but all the 
visas had supposedly been pre-arranged out of the office in London. No 
problem. All good. Away we go … the wives … the kids … the whole 
thing. We’re pulling a trailer behind the bus all the time because we have 
so much stuff. So now we get to the border and I get out and go in to 
explain and they have no idea what I’m talking about, no idea that we’re 
coming, no visas, nothing. I’m trying to speak German and Dutch to 
these Czech border crossing guards — and it isn’t going very well. The 
temperature outside is way below zero; we’ve got a baby on board plus 
two other kids and we’re stuck there. I’m offering them pins and London 
Lion flags and all that kind of stuff — nothing doing. 

The Lions traversed Europe in this bus and towed a trailer to haul all their 
equipment. (Courtesy Charlie Shaw) 

McCutcheon: We were at the border, it seemed like forever. I remember 
looking at the barbed wire fencing, high up, with the guards in the towers 
with machine guns, coming onto the bus with machine guns. 

Polonich: We’re thinking, “oh my God, this is real.” When they go to 
check the bus, they pulled out a bag of gym equipment from underneath, 
which had a piece of exercise equipment called a bullworker. 

Coates: They’ve never seen anything like the bullworker before and I can 
tell they’re interested. 

McCutcheon: I think it was Polo that started to show the guards how to 
use it and all of sudden, they became more friendly. 

Polonich: They started testing each other to see who was the strongest 
guy. It was like a competition amongst themselves and they forgot all 
about us. We’re looking out the window and there’s this strongman 
competition going on beside the bus. 

Coates: I showed the one guy how it works and he hands his machine 
gun to the other guy and he wants to give it a try — and I can tell, he’s 
really impressed. So, I ask: “Do you want one?” Oh yeah he does. So I 
give one to him and one to his buddy and say, “Can we go now?” And 
just like that, we’re out of there. 

The Lions arrived in Prague, late at night, exhausted from the travel and 
too late to get any food at their hotel. 

Coates: Next morning, we’re going to the rink to play the Czech national 
team. It’s a really good team, probably the best team we’ve played so far. 
They had Vaclav Nedomansky, plus the two Holiks, including Bobby’s 
dad. We go on the ice, as usual, around 10:30 for the morning skate and 
Doug puts everybody through a pretty hard workout. He wanted them to 
get a good sweat going after such a long bus ride. 

After the skate, the interpreter comes to me and he’s really impressed. 
He says, “Geez, you guys work hard.” I explained, “Well, we’ll go back to 
the hotel now and the guys can get a meal and a nap and they’ll be ready 
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to go tonight.” The interpreter looks at me, kinda puzzled. He says, “You 
do know the game is this afternoon, right?” No. No, we did not know that. 
We go back to the hotel and change and eat, lightly, and turn around and 
come back to the rink to play. 

McCutcheon: Before the bus even arrived at the arena, there were 
lineups of people just getting off work, mostly factory workers lining up to 
get into the game. I think the idea was they didn’t have to go home, they 
could come straight from work to see the game — and we didn’t 
disappoint them. It was an exciting game, one of the best we played. And 
fans were able to smoke, so there was a lot of smoke in the building. 
They had the Russian cigarettes, which were awful, so there was that 
kind of smell hovering in the air. It was a surreal feeling. 

Officially, the Lions went 2-5 on their trip through Czechoslovakia, with 
the one game against Brno abandoned because of the bench-clearing 
brawl. 

McCutcheon: The Czechs didn’t want to fight, but they were really dirty 
with their sticks. Even kicking, on occasion, too. They weren’t much into 
fighting, but when the brawl started and the benches emptied, everyone 
paired off and the referees didn’t know what to do. 

Shaw: It wasn’t even fighting so much, mostly just wrestling matches, 
and what I remember is their sweaters ripping because they were so old 
and so rotten. 

McCarthy: I had a hold of a guy, and we were kind of swinging at each 
other, and I get sprayed right in the face with mace. Now, I can’t see a 
thing. The good news is, this is more of a scrum than anything because 
the guy I’m with could have just kicked the shit out of me. I mean, I’m 5-
foot-8 and I can’t see anything. I was blinded. 

Barkley: It was a mess, but we finally got everybody back into the 
dressing room. The police — the army — they’re standing outside with 
their machine guns and I’m trying to talk to them, but they don’t want to 
listen to me. So they called the game. 

Coates: The interesting thing is, the crowd was really divided. For most of 
this trip, we were being billed as the Canadian National Team because 
most of our players were Canadian. So there’s a whole bunch of people 
chanting “Go Canada Go!” Then there were the others who wanted to kill 
us. But news of that game must have spread because now we go onto 
the next city and I needed to get some extra tickets for somebody — but 
when I went to ask for them, they didn’t have any left. Every ticket had 
been sold out and every game thereafter was packed. 

It wasn’t the only time the Lions’ combative style of play got them into 
trouble with the local authorities. 

Barkley: We were playing a game outdoors with no glass and one of their 
guys goes to grab one of our players and Ray Bibeau stepped up to 
swipe him back but instead he accidentally hits a lady in the front row 
with his stick. 

We go in the dressing room and the police are hammering on the door. 
They’re saying, “We want Number 23” (Bibeau’s number). So Coatesy 
takes 23 away from Ray, rolls up the sweater, puts it in the bottom of the 
trunk. The police are there, saying, “We want Number 23.” I tell them 
“Number 23? We don’t have a Number 23.” 

Coates: The police come into the dressing room and one by one, they’re 
grabbing our guys and looking at their uniform numbers. They can’t find a 
Number 23. 

Barkley: They leave and we go back out and finish the game without a 
problem. 

The London Lions’ “traveling circus,” complete with wives and children. 
(Courtesy Charlie Shaw) 

During the first month away, Barkley learned that life on the road in 
Europe was far different than what he’d become accustomed to in North 
America. 

Barkley: I didn’t realize it at the time, but in Europe, in those days, if you 
were listed as the trainer, it meant you were the head guy. So we’re 
halfway through our trip and every hotel we go to, I’m getting these dinky 
little rooms. I didn’t understand it. Finally, I said, “What the heck is going 
on? I’m the general manager and coach.” Then one day, I needed 
something from Coatesy, so I go up to his room and he’s got this 
massive suite. I said, “What the hell is this?” It was only then I realized, 
Coatesy is listed as the trainer and over there, the trainer is the guy in 
charge. 

Coates: You think I’m going to tell him? He’s making all the money. The 
least I can do is get a fruit tray, a bottle of wine and the big room. 

Probably the most unique part of the experience was the presence of the 
wives and children on the road with the team, something that would 
never happen in the NHL. 

Coates: There were three families that traveled. The McCanns had a little 
girl, who was maybe 3 years old, Michel, who we called Mickey. Because 
we had the whole one floor of the hotel, she had the run of the corridor. 
So, she’s running back and forth, from room to room, and asking the 
guys “Do you have any gum? Do you have candy?” 

McCarthy: There’s this one picture of Mickey, you’ll look at it and you’ll 
laugh your ass off because the look on her face says, “I’ve died and gone 
to heaven.” 

McCutcheon: We all kind of adopted her. She’d wander to the back of the 
bus and sit on your lap and say, “I love you. Have you got any cookies?” 

After playing the West German national team in Oberstdorf on March 1, 
the Lions finally returned home to wrap up the season but made one 
quick whistle-stop trip back to Switzerland to play two games in two 
nights. 

Shaw: On the day after we arrived in Geneva, we were all called up to 
Doug Barkley’s room and they presented us all with Rolex watches, a gift 
from Bruce Norris. We didn’t know this was coming, so we were all gob-
smacked. At the time, I’m not sure we appreciated what a Rolex watch 
was, other than the fact that it was from Switzerland, which was famous 
for watches. 

Coates: We bought them right from the factory — 25 Rolex watches and 
on the back they were engraved: London Lions, 1973-74 from B.A. 
Norris. 

Shaw: It was an unbelievable gift. I don’t wear any jewelry, but years 
later, I went out to price a replacement band and was told it would cost 
$2,000 to replace. Not the watch. Just the watch band. So those watches 
were worth, god knows how much, but he inscribed them on the back — 
as if we’d ever forget where they came from. 

Polonich: At one of the tournaments, I’d won MVP and the prize for 
winning MVP was a Vacheron-Constantin watch. I had no idea what that 
was. But the guy making the presentation said to me, in broken English, 
“You no sell, you no sell — very expensive, very expensive, $15,000.” So 
I had that one and then we get the Rolexes from Bruce Norris and when 
we were in Switzerland, I also bought my mom and dad a set of Rado 
watches. 

The Rolex watch Red Wings owner Bruce Norris gifted to members of 
the London Lions. (Courtesy Charlie Shaw) 

The Lions finished the year with an impressive 52-13-7 record. 

Coates: It was a good team — OK players that played hard. They bought 
in and played a system and played it to a T. I remember Polo saying to 
me once, “What am I doing here? What’s my future?” That was an early 
obstacle to overcome. But we would say to them, “It takes a special 
person to be here and this is an unbelievable experience that you’ll never 
forget, so suck it up.” And they did. They pulled together.  

McCarthy: That’s the one thing Bark was adamant about — it was all 
business when we played. He told us, “They spent a lot of money to send 
us over here to do this. Everybody on this team is a Detroit Red Wing 
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under contract.” He wanted to beat the Russians. He wanted to beat the 
Czechs. He wanted to beat Sweden. He wanted to beat every team. 

Barkley: Financially, it was good for a lot of the guys. Their expenses 
were paid wherever we travelled and they got a per diem. Detroit kept 
their money in Detroit and just gave them whatever they needed as an 
allowance for living expenses. A lot of guys saved a lot of money that 
year because they had no expenses — other than what they wanted to 
spend at the local candy store. 

Polonich: All of the travel, and most of the meals, were covered. I might 
have spent like $1,400 that year — on a couple of watches and some 
other souvenirs. Everything else was paid for. So when I went back to 
Saskatchewan for the summer, I didn’t want to live with mom and dad on 
the farm anymore so I bought a cottage at the lake. No running water — 
it was just a shack. But it cost $8,000 and I paid cash for it because I had 
my minor-league salary and my signing bonus. I still have that place at 
the lake today — totally rebuilt and everything — and it’s worth a lot more 
than $8,000. 

Once the Lions’ season closed, Coates and Barkley returned to the 
United States where they were surprised there was no official debrief 
from Norris or any of the interested parties. It just … ended. And that was 
the end of the London Lions. 

Coates: The camaraderie of the whole group was unbelievable. It was a 
lot of work, but it became a family, where everyone was willing to chip in 
and help out. Typically, nowadays, players wouldn’t be like that. They’d 
want everything done for them. 

Polonich: I’m a small-town Saskatchewan farm boy who’d played two 
years of junior in Flin Flon, Manitoba, and then I get to spend the next 
year in London, England? The two experiences couldn’t have been any 
different. 

Barkley: Other than the years I played in Detroit, that trip was probably 
the best thing that ever happened to me in my life. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: How will quarantine rules affect Canadian teams’ 
trade deadline plans? 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 Jan 29, 2021  

  

Watching the Winnipeg Jets have to wait two weeks to insert Pierre-Luc 
Dubois into their lineup raises a rather pertinent question ahead of the 
April 12 trade deadline. 

Do the Canadian teams who plan to be buyers before the deadline need 
to move up their acquisition date? 

The Jets will have gone without Dubois seven games after their 
blockbuster trade before he can make his debut because of Canadian 
government quarantine rules. 

If they miss the playoffs by a hair, one can’t help but wonder if not having 
Dubois in their lineup might have affected that outcome. 

“With the quarantine as it sits right now it is difficult to say what is the 
best approach to marking a trade of any magnitude,” Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff said via text Thursday. “Potentially 6 games at any point in 
the season is certainly a factor, but for us, we felt the opportunity to get 
the player we targeted was worth the risk. 

“The positive side is once the quarantine is done, we have a good 
amount of runway ahead of us to build off this addition.” 

Yes indeed, the Jets were smart to act early as Dubois will have plenty of 
time in finding his comfort level before the stretch run. 

As reported by TSN colleague Darren Dreger last week, the seven 
Canadian teams have lobbied to the Canadian federal government to 
tweak the quarantine period for players coming over from the U.S. to 
seven days instead of 14, to mirror the training camp quarantine 
allowance which was seven days and four consecutive negative tests 
after a player’s arrival. 

But as of Thursday, a league source said there were no developments on 
that front. 

So for now, the seven Canadian teams have to operate on the 
assumption the 14-day quarantine remains in place. 

Which is significant if you’re a buyer come the trade deadline. 

Imagine trading for a significant player on April 12 but then having him 
miss two weeks before joining the lineup. Most clubs have a dozen or so 
games after the deadline. Even in pre-pandemic, normal NHL seasons, 
there was already a well-established narrative about players acquired at 
the deadline struggling sometimes to adjust to their new surroundings in 
time for the playoffs. 

Now imagine further cutting down on the number of games he would 
have to make that adjustment. 

So the question is, should Canadian team GMs be adjusting their 
deadline strategy? 

“Will have to wait and see what are the restrictions by mid-March,” Habs 
GM Marc Bergevin said via text message Thursday. 

“Hoping they are more flexible.” 

The mid-March comment is perhaps a tell. As in, if it’s still a 14-day 
quarantine, perhaps it’s wise to try to get your player a few weeks ahead 
of time. 

We’re talking players of impact here. Depth acquisitions can wait until the 
last moment as always. 

But if you’re trading for a top-four D or a top-six forward, do you move 
quickly if you’re a Canadian team? 

“The quarantine issue is just another layer you take into consideration 
when evaluating any transaction,” said Flames GM Brad Treliving. “At the 
end of the day, it won’t be the overriding factor in determining whether a 
team will make a move but it is real and you make it part of your planning 
and layering when going through that process as in when will the 
acquiring player be available to you … 

“I think the biggest impact will be felt by teams who are active at the trade 
deadline,” added Treliving. “You would want that player you acquire 
available to you as soon as possible so you may see teams more active 
earlier in the calendar prior to the actual deadline date.” 

OK, so acting earlier than the deadline makes sense. Unless the 
standings are clear as mud. 

“I think if you’re talking early you’re talking 40-45 games (played), there’s 
less separation in the standings, right?” said Oilers GM Ken Holland. 

“Would I anticipate that COVID and all the protocols are going to have an 
impact on the trade deadline? I have to believe, yes,” added Holland. “I 
can’t tell you exactly what impact, but it’s going to have some impact. If 
you can’t get your hands on a player for two weeks …” 

As Holland said, there’s the difference between a team needing a player 
for the stretch run and playoffs and a team higher up in the standings that 
really only needs the player for the playoffs. 
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In a 56-game season, how much separation will teams get at the top of 
the standings? 

“For me, there’s so many different possibilities, that’s why I say I got to 
believe when you factor everything in, it’s going to have an impact on 
somebody at the deadline,” said Holland. 

But in which specific way for which specific Canadian team? It’s too early 
to tell. 

“We would make that decision based on where we’re at in the standings, 
if we are trading futures for a player now, but that’s so far away Pierre 
that’s it’s a hard question to answer now,” Canucks GM Jim Benning said 
Thursday via text message. 

Which is perfectly true. You’ve got to know if you’re a buyer before you 
know whether the quarantine issue truly affects you. 

Which is also why I didn’t reach out to Senators GM Pierre Dorion for 
comment, because in all fairness, his rebuilding club isn’t expecting to 
contend for a playoff spot and therefore won’t be a buyer come April 12. 

On the other hand, Dorion might be in a rather unique and enviable 
position among his Canadian GM colleagues as the most aggressive 
seller perhaps come the deadline, especially if the other six Canadian 
teams remain in shouting distance of the playoff spots close to the 
deadline and Ottawa is the only Canadian team truly selling. 

If those top six Canadian teams want to avoid acquiring a player from a 
U.S. team and deal with the 14-day quarantine, a trade with Ottawa 
would mean that player likely only quarantines for 48 hours because it’s 
within Canada (as long as he takes a private charter to his new city). 

Something to monitor from Ottawa’s perspective to be sure. 

At the end of the day, the Canadian teams face a competitive 
disadvantage with their U.S. rivals trade-wise because of the 14-day 
quarantine. But on the other hand, it’s the same for all the teams in 
Canada. And the playoffs go through each other this season. 

It’s also a simple fact that nothing is perfect playing a season in the 
middle of a pandemic. 

“We feel fortunate just to be able to play this season at a time when 
many people and businesses in our community are struggling mightily,” 
Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said via text message. “Whatever the 
conditions and protocols are that allow us to play, and provide 
entertainment for our fans in conjunction with the six other Canadian 
teams, we will follow them to the letter. 

“If the protocols remain as they are through the trade deadline, we will 
simply have to build the quarantine days into our planning for roster and 
cap as we have to date.” 

The bottom line? It’s going to have an impact on the trade deadline in 
one form or another. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames hold players-only meeting after frustrating start to 
season 

Flames forwards Milan Lucic and Sam Bennett discuss the team's 
mindset after a stretch of frustrating games, and a few losses, says they 
just got to each up their games a bit, and move on. 

 

Eric Francis 

January 29, 2021, 4:37 PM 

 

It was a path Rasmus Andersson clearly wasn’t keen on going down. 

With his team reeling from its third loss in a row, the Calgary Flames 
defenceman was asked if the latest setback had prompted a players-only 
meeting. 

“Yes,” said Andersson, unwilling to expand. 

Pressed on whether it was full of frustration or rational discussion, he 
stayed the course. 

“Players know about it – that’s the most important part. We’d like to keep 
it in the room.” 

Understandable. 

Details colouring their discussion weren’t needed to make it clear the 
Flames find themselves in a frustratingly uncomfortable position these 
days. After opening the season with a 2-0-1 record, the team has 
stumbled following its five-day break with three outings in which the 
team’s play varied significantly from period to period. 

The scariest thing may just be that the team has felt good about much of 
its play, but it hasn’t been enough. Thus, a closed-door confab six games 
in. 

“I think it’s really encouraging,” said coach Geoff Ward of the meeting. 

“I think that says something (about) our leadership group. There are a set 
of standards our guys aspire to live up to. There’s a level of work we 
expect and when guys feel it hasn’t been there for a full 60 minutes they 
feel it’s something that has to be talked about.” 

Perhaps more troubling than their 4-2 setback Thursday night in Montreal 
were post-game suggestions by Elias Lindholm and Sean Monahan 
questioning the team’s emotional engagement as things unravelled. 

You can bet that was discussed. 

What the Flames could really use right now is a double or triple dose of 
the Ottawa Senators. Alas, the free spot on Canada’s Bingo card won’t 
be in play for another month. 

Instead, what lies ahead, as the team tries to cobble together some 
semblance of confidence, is a Saturday night matchup in Montreal 
against the league’s hottest and second-highest scoring team. 

Two cheapies by the Flames in the final 78 seconds made Thursday’s 
score flattering for the visitors, who let David Rittich down by “taking their 
foot off the pedal” following two power-play goals by Montreal in the first. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“Every team goes through adversity at some point in a season, and for us 
it’s right now — we’ve got to come together as a group,” said Milan Lucic, 
who scored his second goal in as many games Thursday. 

“Obviously we know we’re not happy with the way things are starting to 
go, but we’ve just got to stay the course, and add some compete, and 
we’re in these hockey games — it’s just about moving on,” added Sam 
Bennett. 

Ward has implemented a 12-hour rule that encourages players, coaches 
and staffers to park a previous game the next morning. To do that, Ward 
aimed to make practice a little lighter Friday, ending with a shootout that 
often prompts plenty of laughs. 

“We talked about it yesterday and we went out today and tried to have 
some fun with each other,” said Andersson, whose club took solace in 
holding the Habs to 21 shots. “You obviously leave the rink with a little 
better feeling now.” 

The goal is to leave town with that same feeling, putting a collective 
bounce in their step before facing the surging Jets in Winnipeg for three 
straight. 
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What’s puzzling about the Flames struggles of late is that Johnny 
Gaudreau is on a six-game scoring streak and several of his star-studded 
teammates aren’t far behind in points. 

Andersson has made a seamless transition to the first pairing and has 
done well to anchor one of the league’s best power plays. 

Chris Tanev and Noah Hanifin have yet to allow a five-on-five goal and 
their star goaltender is playing as advertised. 

Yet, the losses mount as bad bounces and untimely miscues conspire 
against them. 

“I think it’s important to keep things in perspective,” said Ward, as a 
Calgary fan base starts panicking early in a truncated season. 

“We are doing a lot of things well. We haven’t had much puck luck some 
nights defensively – I think we’ve kicked in six goals ourselves. The one 
thing adversity will do for you is make you stronger if you don’t let it break 
you. Right now we’re getting a little bit of it and we have to react to it the 
right way. When that game gets to 2-0 we have to find a way to regroup 
and make it a 2-1 game. These are the things that are going to help us 
be battle-tested.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blue Jackets GM on when Patrik Laine will play, what he 
adds to the team 

 

Rory Boylen 

January 29, 2021, 5:08 PM 

 

Six days ago the Columbus Blue Jackets and Winnipeg Jets came 
together on a blockbuster trade, a massive swap of star players who 
wanted out. It will be hard to top as the "biggest trade of the 2021 
season." 

And, so far, only one of the three players involved has played a game for 
his new team. 

Such is the trade market in a pandemic season. Jack Roslovic, the 
"other" piece of the deal who should not be underestimated, debuted for 
Columbus Thursday night. A local boy, Roslovic didn't have a contract 
with Winnipeg, so he stayed State-side through training camp, and did 
not have to cross an international border after the trade. 

John Tortorella let him take the opening faceoff on home ice, he played 
14:14, didn't get a point, and Columbus won in a shootout. 

The headliners, though, have still not been seen. 

    LAINE HAS LANDED pic.twitter.com/tzEluRn340 

    — Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) January 29, 2021 

"I think he's arriving as we speak right around this time in Columbus," 
Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen said Friday about when he expects 
Patrik Laine to arrive. "And then he's going to go through two negative 
tests and 48 hours quarantine, and then joining our team on Monday." 

So there you go, mark it on your calendar. Laine's first projected game 
with Columbus would be at home next Tuesday against the Stanley Cup 
finalist Dallas Stars. 

It's less clear when Pierre-Luc Dubois will join the Jets, but his mandatory 
federal quarantine period is still believed to be two weeks. His debut 
could be a while off. 

So Laine steps into the spotlight first and Jackets fans will get a look at 
the next superstar who hopefully signs a long-term extension. A goal 
scorer by reputation and in reality, Laine is not a one-trick pony. He's got 
some snarl, loads of passion and personality, and has found 
improvement as an all-zones player. 

"I know he wants to be the best," Kekalainen said on Sportsnet 590 The 
Fan's Writer's Bloc. "He's had 44 goals is his highest number so far, he 
scored 36 as an 18-year-old. He wants to be a 200-foot player, he wants 
to be a winning player. I know that that's important to him, he wants to 
win." 

"He's put a lot of emphasis in becoming a better all-around player and 
still score goals. People underestimate how good of a passer he is. You 
overplay him and he finds a seam and makes a great play and he's got a 
really good vision of the ice, and he can really snap the puck and pass it, 
so you better be ready thinking he's going to be shooting and all of a 
sudden it's coming for your stick." 

In his wave goodbye game to Winnipeg, all of those elements were 
witnessed. 

Why, exactly, Dubois wanted out of Columbus remains unclear, but with 
Laine it was a little more on the sleeve. Within the Jets' loaded group of 
forwards, he was a second-line player. Kyle Connor, another prolific 
scorer, occupied the left wing spot next to Blake Wheeler and Mark 
Scheifele. Laine was needed to drive the second line opposite Nikolaj 
Ehlers. 

Getting a consistent centre who was up to the task for those two was 
becoming a battle. Paul Stastny was around for a run and then left. Ditto 
for Kevin Hayes. Stastny was brought back for this season. 

Roslovic is not as established in the league as Laine, but his desire for 
wanting out was based on a similar feeling. He was not able to break into 
a top-six role and there was no clear path for him to do it. There is more 
room to move around within this Columbus roster, a mixture of youth and 
vet with a lineup ordered by team success. 

"In general, I would say our players are proud to be here, proud to be 
part of the Columbus Blue Jackets," Kekalainen said. "If somebody's not 
we probably don't want you here." 

"I am very sympathetic to players who want to come and talk to me if 
they don't feel they have an opportunity to excel in their profession just 
because of a competitive standpoint, depth of the team or something like 
that and they're not getting an opportunity to play and pursue their dream 
and be the best they can be at their profession. I try to help the players. I 
try to develop and have a plan for the players to become the best they 
can be and, if it's not possible in our organization, I'm willing to help and I 
always say to the players my door is open." 

Why Burke anticipates the Tortorella, Laine relationship to be 'just fine' 

Maybe the saddest part of this whole transaction for Columbus is that 
Kekalainen took a shot on Dubois in the 2016 draft, picking him third 
overall when most projected Jesse Puljujarvi as the more prized 
prospect. And it worked out! Dubois was a huge factor for Columbus in 
the bubble playoffs and developed into a player who would fetch a Laine 
in trade. 

Of course, the silver lining is you fetched Laine in a trade, the player 
chosen one spot ahead of Dubois in that draft. On 31 Thoughts: The 
Podcast this week, Kekalainen acknowledged he attempted to trade up 
for the No. 2 pick to get Laine that season, but that he never felt close to 
pulling it off. 

Maybe it was meant to be anyway, but that will be decided at another 
bargaining table. Laine will be an RFA this coming off-season with 
arbitration rights and only two more seasons away from being UFA 
eligible. Kekalainen has been a long-time fan of the Finn's and if he does 
sign on for the future, the Jackets have a franchise game-changer. 

"I've watched him play since he was 16 years old as an underage on the 
under-18," he said. "I've lived in that city and I have a pretty good 
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network in Finland so I've done my homework as far as how he has been 
growing up and what kind of person he is, what kind of teammate he is. 
He won a lot at an early age, winning the championship with his club as 
an 18-year-old and world juniors as an 18-year-old. And being one of the 
best players in that tournament at that age doesn't happen very often." 

"It's been fun to watch him grow and we'll get to know him much better 
now that he's going to be part of our team. I've had several conversations 
with him the past few days and he's excited at the opportunity, excited to 
come to Columbus. And we hope it leads to a long-term relationship." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' penalty-taking a problem to address before it 
becomes costly 

 

Chris Johnston 

January 29, 2021, 9:11 PM 

 

They deploy a system that prizes puck possession and have more than 
enough elite skill to frustrate opponents and twist them into knots. 

So you can’t blame Sheldon Keefe for looking at his Toronto Maple Leafs 
and shaking his head about how unfavourably they compare to the rest 
of the NHL in the discipline department so far. 

“The penalties have been crazy. It’s just not good enough,” Keefe said 
after Thursday’s 4-3 victory in Edmonton. 

Call it a concerning symptom, but not a full-blown issue for the team 
sitting atop the North Division. The Leafs surrendered two power-play 
goals against the Oilers, including an equalizer in the third period, after 
surrendering a power-play equalizer against the Calgary Flames in the 
third period of Tuesday’s game. 

They danced with further danger in both cases by taking a penalty inside 
the final three minutes but delivered big kills to secure important 
regulation victories. 

The Leafs have taken 4.64 minors per 60 minutes this season, making 
them the sixth-most penalized team in the league. They were 26th (3.08) 
in that department last year. 

And while this is a team that sought to add some edge by signing Zach 
Bogosian and Wayne Simmonds in the off-season, it’s not as if they are 
guilty of over-aggression. The 11 minors they’ve been assessed over the 
last two games are almost all stick fouls: tripping, interference, tripping, 
slashing, tripping, interference, slashing, puck over the glass/delay of 
game, holding, tripping, tripping. 

“I think those situations usually are a symptom of other things,” Keefe 
said Friday. “Last night I think a couple of the slashing penalties probably 
maybe shouldn’t have been called and yet the door’s open because [the 
referees are] looking for slashes on the hands and when you’re slashing 
a stick it can be misinterpreted as on the hands. 

“So just don’t do it.” 

That’s a big part of the message his players will get before Saturday’s 
return game against the Oilers at Rogers Place, but the coach won’t 
leave it there. 

Keefe intends to use next week’s lighter schedule -- it includes only home 
games against Vancouver on Thursday and Saturday -- to review tape 
and see if there’s some clearer instruction he can deliver. 

It is some of his skilled players that have spent the most time in the 
penalty box. Zach Hyman has a team-leading five minors, followed by 
Mitch Marner and Alexander Kerfoot at four. 

Kerfoot took three of those on Thursday night and was visibly frustrated 
by the tight standard being enforced by referees Graham Skilliter and 
Chris Schlenker. 

“When you look at it, a lot [of the time] the players are doing what you’re 
asking them to,” said Keefe, speaking generally about the tripping calls 
the Leafs have been assessed. “They’ve got their stick down on the ice, 
they’re looking to win pucks. We’ve taken a lot of penalties this season 
where we’ve won the puck, yet the follow through of winning the puck 
gets into skates and trips people up. 

“So I don’t know if that’s happenstance or something that we can bring to 
the players’ attention. Definitely what we know is we’ve taken too many 
and that’s allowed teams to get back into games.” 

Were the Leafs not faring reasonably well on the penalty kill, it’s unlikely 
they’d have a 7-2-0 record right now. A screaming hot power play is 
masking the issue, too, because it’s helped the team score four more 
special teams goals than it's allowed overall despite Toronto boasting the 
second-worst penalty differential in the league at minus-11. 

But all of these stats should be viewed like blinking warning lights on the 
dashboard. 

The North Division is full of elite shooters and Calgary, Montreal, 
Edmonton and Winnipeg have above-average power plays. It wouldn’t be 
a surprise to see the Canucks rebound from a slow start and produce the 
high-end form they showed with the man advantage last season, either. 

So while the Leafs are off to a successful start, they’ll be aiming to play at 
five-on-five more often than they have so far. They’re an elite offensive 
team trying to play better defensively, but they should be able to do it 
within the boundaries of the rulebook. 

“It’s something we’ve talked about, something we’ve got to clean up,” 
said Marner. “It’s unacceptable and something we’ve got to be better at.” 

A problem worth addressing before it becomes a real problem. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Hellebuyck maintaining steady, Zen calmness under 
Vezina microscope 

 

Ken Wiebe 

January 29, 2021, 8:25 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Connor Hellebuyck has no concerns whatsoever, and his 
actions are matching his words. 

The Winnipeg Jets goalie is fully aware of what the numbers, in the early 
stages of this NHL season, suggest about how things have been going 
for the reigning Vezina Trophy winner. 

Hellebuyck is also aware a few goals he’s allowed in recent games would 
fall under the soft category. 

But in another sign of the maturation process he’s been going through, 
Hellebuyck is staying calm when it comes to his self-assessment of the 
five games he’s appeared in as the Jets got off to a 5-2 start heading into 
Saturday’s game with the Vancouver Canucks. 

“I like a lot of things in my play and there are a lot of things I can clean 
up. That’s what the early season is like for a goaltender,” said 
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Hellebuyck, who is 4-1 with a 2.60 goals-against average and .906 save 
percentage. “You start cleaning things up as you get beat. I’m looking 
forward to putting a full 60 together. I’ve had a really good feeling and 
then sometimes you pop off it and I have to re-battle myself into it. 

“There’s a lot of good things I have in my game. There’s a lot of things 
I’ve been working on. This little break we’ve had was a great time off to 
kind of build up that whole 60 again. Now I’m looking forward to putting it 
all together.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Going into the season, there was so much talk that the abundance of 
high-end forwards in the North Division could make it difficult for 
Hellebuyck to deliver a repeat performance. 

“I don’t really Watch video on guys shooting because when a game 
comes, I’ll read and react. I know our team has a bunch of elite snipers, 
too, so if I can handle these guys, I’ll be better prepared to handle the 
other snipers around the league,” said Hellebuyck. “It’s more about 
catching a good feeling, and maintaining it and keeping it. You don’t want 
to falter [with] your confidence at all, especially not in this shortened 
season and a shortened window to get it back, really. 

“So I’m going to keep my confidence high, keep winning games, do 
whatever it takes and it might be a bunch of high-scoring games but wins 
are going to be the most important part of the season.” 

Since his first Zoom appearance on the opening day of training camp, 
Hellebuyck has displayed a certain calmness. It’s almost as though he’s 
in a Zen-like state. If he’s frustrated by a couple of goals that snuck 
through the five-hole or with a shot that seemed to catch him off guard, 
Hellebuyck doesn’t show it. 

Hellebuyck recognizes he’s held to an extremely high standard after 
being up for the Vezina in two of the past three seasons. Once you work 
your way into the conversation as being among — if not THE — best 
goalies in the NHL, you constantly find yourself under the microscope. 

When the numbers are pedestrian instead of elite, it catches people’s 
attention — though it’s important to remember that it’s early. 

“I like to just keep an eye on it and before the last game, I think my save 
percentage was pretty good,” said Hellebuyck. “Last game was a 
learning curve for me. I had two good periods and one period that I’d like 
back, obviously. I guess the balance is putting a full 60 that I can be 
proud of and if I’m putting wins on the table, there’s nothing to complain 
about. I’m doing my job. Last year was a lot different from this year. You 
can’t really compare the two years. The guys are scoring right now and if 
there’s ever a game when there not scoring, which I doubt, but if there is, 
I’m going to have be there to backstop them. 

“I can say right now I’ve done my job and numbers wise, yeah, I’d like to 
keep improving them. I think any goalie around the league would say that 
but it’s early in the season and numbers, they kind of fluctuate a little bit 
early on. They’ll settle in.” 

One thing that’s been prevalent for Hellebuyck has been the ability to 
shake off a bad goal — or a rough period. 

He doesn’t let those things linger and that’s a lesson he’s learned over 
time. 

“The biggest thing is to accept that you faltered a bit and then flip the 
switch,” said Hellebuyck. “It’s just an expression but, for me, it means a 
whole lot because when I flip the switch. I’ve accepted it, I’ve put it 
behind me and now it’s a fresh game and it’s a fresh start and now I need 
to go and prove to the people around me and myself that I’m here to play 
and we are not out of this game. It could be one bad goal or bad period 
or anything, if you show the guys around you that you’re resilient and 
you’re battling for them, it’ll give them energy and it’ll boost the team 
spirit, too. So it’s not just an individual thing, it’s a team thing as well.” 

Jets captain Blake Wheeler has been around to see the transformation of 
Hellebuyck and loves that there are certainly qualities he’s carried with 
him since he first broke onto the scene. 

“He’s growing up, he’s maturing and he’s incredibly confident in himself. 
You can’t emphasize enough how important it is to have a goaltender 
who believes in himself,” said Wheeler. “The best goalies I’ve played 
with, no matter what the goal was, it was never their fault. That’s a great 
quality to have as a goalie because it’s easy to wipe the slate clean when 
it’s never your fault. He’s got a bit of that and any goal that goes by him, 
he thinks that it’s lucky and we love all of those things about [Hellebuyck]. 

“We never worry about his confidence or his demeanour or letting one or 
two in that maybe he feels like he should have had. There’s a lot more 
good there than a flukey goal here or there. He’s the pillar for our team 
back there and he gives us a chance to win every single night.” 

The true value of having a goalie you can count on is easy to identify. 

“That makes a world of difference. Any time I’ve been on a good team, it 
always starts with the goaltending. It’s not just about getting a shutout, 
it’s timely saves more than anything,” said Jets centre Paul Stastny. “As 
a forward, it’s a lot easier to trust, a lot easier to play your game, you 
don’t have to overcompensate and really try to play too much defence 
because you know you have a steady netminder in there. And for 
defencemen, it’s easy too, because a lot of times after that first shot he’s 
not going to let those loose rebounds. If there’s any rebounds he’s so 
good positionally that he’s going to block that. It’s just so much easier to 
play as a forward and as a team knowing that you have that behind you.” 

Hellebuyck still hates getting scored on, that hasn’t changed. 

Nor has his will to not only maintain a consistent level of play, but to put 
in the time and effort required to keep pushing the goal posts forward. 

“He's covered a lot of ground over the course of his time here. The one 
consistent thing is his drive to get better,” said Jets head coach Paul 
Maurice. “As most guys are after they've spent four, five years in the 
NHL, they can describe their game better to you. 

"They're far more aware of what's working for them and what isn't. They 
now have a toolbox, if you will, of how to fix those things because they've 
been through it before. When a guy comes in, whether it's a goalie or a 
player, and things are going, they'll tell you, 'Yeah, I feel great.' And when 
it's not going, 'I don't have any confidence.' 

“But they can't tell you why. What are the drivers of feeling great? What's 
missing in your game when you're lacking that confidence. He's a more 
mature, more analytic person about his game. And he's been through 
enough things now that when there's a piece to his game that he doesn't 
like he knows how to attack it, he knows how to practise it. He's also got 
a different level of confidence in himself and what he can accomplish, 
and also a far higher level of expectation. Although I would say that 
Connor always had a very high expectation of himself.” 

THE SURPRISING STREAK 

It is one of those curious statistics, a rarity that flies under the radar since 
the Jets and Canucks only played three times a season — under normal 
circumstances. 

Yet somehow, some way, the Jets have won 10 consecutive meetings 
against the Canucks dating back to Dec. 22 of 2016, outscoring them 35-
10 during that span while shutting them out three times and holding them 
to a single goal on five other occasions. 

Wheeler said he wasn’t even aware of the string of success when the 
subject was brought up, nor was he putting a whole lot of stock into it. 

“I guess not, because I didn’t know that it existed. So, now I’m going to 
be thinking about it all day,” said Wheeler. “Our match-ups with 
Vancouver have always been very competitive and very close. Those 
things don’t matter. It’s a new year, new teams and we’ve got to focus on 
[Saturday] night.” 
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When it came to providing a scouting report on the Canucks, Wheeler 
had done his homework on the team that just swept the Ottawa Senators 
and had outscored them by a 16-3 margin. 

“Yeah, they’re explosive up front,” said Wheeler. “They have some D that 
like to get up in the play, clearly. They have a good power play, we’ve got 
to be disciplined and try to limit their opportunities on the power play and 
keep the puck out of those guys’ hands. It’s similar to a lot of teams in 
our division, a lot of firepower up front and if you allow their guys time 
and space and opportunities on the power play, it can bite you. We’ve got 
to just stick to what we’ve been doing, stay close on the ice to each 
other, good support, stay out of the penalty box and that will give us an 
opportunity.” 

A slow start to the season had some folks suggesting Canucks general 
manager Jim Benning could be on the hot start, but that narrative has 
quieted somewhat. 

“Early struggles kind of mold the team and snap the focus into place,” 
said Maurice. “We're all going to go through it during the year. Theirs 
happen to be early. In a 56-game schedule the urgency to right your ship 
is far more intense. And they did it. The pace of their game changed, the 
way they move as a group changed, they're sharper now than they were, 
they got their power play rolling, [got] some big saves. 

“Ottawa, especially in that series, put an awful lot of pucks to the net and 
now their goaler's getting in front of a lot of them. So they're feeling good. 
I think we're going to find that what you did in a series, the last series, 
because we're playing two to four-game blocks for the most part, doesn't 
necessarily translate to the next series. 

"You can't get overconfident right now in terms of how you're playing. 
Because the style shifting of all of these series. Like for us Ottawa was a 
certain style of game, and Edmonton's is different from them. And 
Vancouver is kind of a one-off for us here, an unusual one-off. You've 
almost got to re-establish your momentum, re-establish your good 
feeling, even if you feel that you're winning in each series and each 
game.” 

PRAISE FOR PERFETTI 

Jets 2020 first-rounder Cole Perfetti received a bit of a carrot this week, 
spending the past two days on the taxi squad as he was able to 
participate in his first two NHL practices. 

Because of the quarantine rules, a quick trip home to see his family and 
his participation with Team Canada at the World Junior Hockey 
Championship in Edmonton, Perfetti missed all of training camp. 

Perfetti, who opened this week at Manitoba Moose training camp, 
couldn’t hide his enthusiasm when he spoke with reporters. 

“It's pretty cool. Going from junior hockey, it's a big difference,” said 
Perfetti. “Coming here, I was just trying to take it all in as soon as I 
stepped on the ice. You're playing with guys in the National Hockey 
League. Some of the best players in the world. I just wanted to come in 
and work hard and kind of soak it all in. That was my first skate in the 
NHL and I'll never forget that. I just wanted to enjoy it and learn from it 
and kind of get to know the guys and get a feel for what it's like in the 
league. It was a great first experience, I had tons of fun, and it was 
awesome. 

“It's so good for me and I'm just trying to be a sponge so take it all in, 
absorb everything. Just learn. There's a lot of stuff on and off the ice that 
I can learn from each and every one of these players. And if I can gather 
some knowledge, some information every day, that's what I'm trying to 
do. That will be a successful day.” 

Perfetti has not been given any indication of when he might make his 
NHL debut — and it doesn’t appear to be imminent. 

Remaining Time -1:33 

Maurice knows Jets are still untested in a few areas on the ice 

“Nope. When Mr. Cheveldayoff called yesterday, he kind of just said 
come skate with the team and, you know, the timeline is unknown,” said 
Perfetti. “I'm going to come here every day and work as hard as I can and 
play to the best of my ability. At the end of the day, if I get a game, if I 
don't get a game, just practising with these guys, being around the rink, 
it's amazing for me so I'm just soaking it in. I'm just thrilled to be here.” 

Maurice is banking on Perfetti using his time around the pro game wisely. 

“This is a really smart, very competitive young man with a great set of 
hands. He’s a fit, strong young man with a really really keen eye for the 
game (and) he’s carrying around a big hockey brain,” said Maurice. “You 
can see it in his game and you listen to his interviews and then you 
spend a little bit of time with him. He’s all in on hockey. His day is about 
how do I get better today. How do I become a better hockey player. 

“So he’s figured out the fastest way to learn is to watch mentors, watch 
the players in the National league and the professional hockey players in 
the American Hockey League and learn something from everybody. And 
it also shows just an incredible lack of arrogance, which is so important, 
that you would be that age and understand that there’s lots to learn from 
people around you and keenly aware of that. He seems like an 
exceptionally raised young man, salt of the earth kind of kid. He’s here to 
learn, get better and then be great and I think he’s going to accomplish 
all three things.” 

CAUGHT BY SURPRISE 

The decision made by Jim Rutherford to resign as general manager of 
the Pittsburgh Penguins earlier this week wasn’t something Maurice was 
expecting. 

Rutherford and Maurice have a relationship that dates back to their time 
together with the Windsor Spitfires of the Ontario Hockey League and 
Rutherford promoted Maurice to be the head coach of the Hartford 
Whalers when he was just 28 years old. 

“It surprised me,” said Maurice. “You know Jim, I don't know that you can 
use 'shock.' First concern was is this serious. He's not 25 anymore. And 
that concern was put to rest. So I would just say this about that. 

“Jim's thought about the front end of this, the back end of this and all the 
permutations in between. I wouldn't go so far as to say he's got a direct 
plan in terms of what's going to happen, but he's thought about what 
could happen a month from now, six months from now, six years from 
now. He's got it all figured out.” 

STILL WAITING 

The Jets have not received word about whether or not Pierre-Luc Dubois 
will be granted an exemption for a seven-day modified quarantine - and if 
he doesn’t, he won’t be cleared to see game action before the Feb. 9 
road game in Calgary against the Flames. 

“We have no new news on that front, so we'll plan accordingly as the full 
14-day,” said Maurice. “And then that's a long time to be off the ice, so 
we'll get him on the ice and make an assessment from there.” 

Centre Nate Thompson returned to the ice earlier this week, but he’s yet 
to practise with the full group and remains on injured reserve while 
defenceman Tucker Poolman, who was removed from the COVID-19 
protocol list Friday afternoon, won't be added to the active roster until 
he's ready to return to the lineup. 

For the Canucks, defenceman and Manitoba product Travis Hamonic 
remains on injured reserve and is expected to miss a sixth consecutive 
game with an upper-body injury. 

Projected lineups for Saturday night (9 p.m. CT start): 

Winnipeg Jets 

Kyle Connor-Mark Scheifele-Blake Wheeler 

Andrew Copp-Paul Stastny-Nikolaj Ehlers 
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Mathieu Perreault-Adam Lowry-Mason Appleton 

Jansen Harkins-David Gustafsson-Trevor Lewis 

Josh Morrissey-Dylan DeMelo 

Derek Forbort-Neal Pionk 

Logan Stanley-Nathan Beaulieu 

Connor Hellebuyck 

Vancouver Canucks 

J.T. Miller-Elias Pettersson-Brock Boeser 

Tanner Pearson-Bo Horvat-Nils Hoglander 

Adam Gaudette-Brandon Sutter-Zack MacEwen 

Antoine Roussel-Jay Beagle-Tyler Motte 

Nate Schmidt-Tyler Myers 

Quinn Hughes-Jordie Benn 

Alex Edler-Jalen Chatfield 

Thatcher Demko/Braden Holtby 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.30.2021 

1201016 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Lafreniere's first career goal built 
for Broadway 

Lafreniere finishes off Blackwell pass in overtime for first NHL goal 

 

Emily Sadler 

January 29, 2021, 12:31 PM 

 

Every week throughout the 2020-21 season, we're highlighting a handful 
of rookie performances and milestones from around the league. Here's a 
roundup of standout firsts and big debuts, opening what is likely to be a 
fun Calder race: 

Devils' Smith starts career with a streak 

Ty Smith looks right at home on the New Jersey Devils' blue line, 
opening his NHL career with a five-game point streak. The 20-year-old 
Alberta native and 2018 first-rounder (17th overall) scored in his league 
debut earlier this month and followed it up with assists in the next four, 
including his first career two-point night on Sunday. 

His career-opening streak came to an end on Tuesday night against the 
Philadelphia Flyers, just one game shy of matching Marek Zidlicky's 
career-opening point streak record of six. Smith is the sixth defenceman 
in NHL history to begin his career with a five-game point streak. 

The last time we saw a rookie rearguard start this hot was ... actually, just 
last year: Colorado Avalanche defender Cale Makar also opened his first 
regular season with a five-game point streak (also tallying six points -- all 
assists), en route to eventually winning the Calder Memorial Trophy as 
rookie of the year. 

Smith, who's got six points in seven games, has struck excellent 
chemistry with teammate -- and roommate! -- Jack Hughes, who has 
himself been off to an excellent start in Year 2 after struggling to hit his 
stride as a rookie in 2019-20. The top pick of the 2019 draft class 
assisted on Smith's first career NHL goal, and two of Smith's five helpers 
came on Hughes's goals. 

Oettinger gets first start in Stars' crease 

Dallas Stars rookie goalie Jake Oettinger got his first career NHL start 
Thursday night, and came out victorious in a 7-3 win over the Detroit Red 
Wings. Oettinger, 22, saved 20 of 23 shots in the victory. It was expected 
that the 22-year-old, who has started the season backing up Anton 
Khudobin with Ben Bishop sidelined, would see action this week, and 
considering the club's back-to-back coming up this weekend he could 
soon see more. 

The Minnesotan, previously a standout at Boston University and with the 
U.S. National Team Development Program, was with the Stars in the 
bubble where he backed up Anton Khudobin throughout Ben Bishop's 
long absence. He even saw some action, playing a little over 17 minutes 
in his debut relief stint against the Vegas Golden Knights during the 
Western Conference Final and then suiting up again once for a brief stint 
in the Cup Final against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Combined, he saw 
eight shots and stopped all of them. 

The Stars selected Oettinger 26th overall in 2017. 

Fellow Stars rookie Ty Dellandrea, who himself has had a strong start to 
his pro career with a goal and an assist in his first four games, spoke 
highly of his netminder's poise in the crease. 

"He was steady, calm and confident," Dellandrea told reporters after the 
game. "He brought a lot of confidence to our group and I’m happy for him 
getting his first win.” 

Kaprizov worth the wait 

Five years after the Minnesota Wild selected him in the fifth round of the 
2015 draft, Kirill Kaprizov has finally arrived in the NHL and, wow, was it 
worth the wait. In eight games so far this season for the 5-3 Wild, 
Kaprizov has a pair of goals and five assists. He's leading his team in 
points, all rookies in points league-wide, and all rookie forwards in 
average time on ice. He just needs one more point to tie Mikko Koivu's 
record for most points by a Wild rookie in his first 10 career games. 

Kaprizov kicked things off with a three-point night in his NHL debut, 
capped off with a gorgeous overtime winner against the Los Angeles 
Kings as his first career goal: 

Kaprizov's first goal is OT winner in NHL debut for Wild 

The Russian winger is playing like a veteran -- because, well, he kind of 
is. The 23-year-old already has six years of professional hockey under 
his belt, having played in the KHL starting at age 16. There, he was a 
mainstay at the all-star game with five straight appearances, twice 
leading the league in goals (30 in 2018-19 and 33 in 2019-20), and is two 
years removed from being crowned Gagarin Cup champion with CSKA 
Moskva. 

He also has an extensive international resume, which includes silver and 
bronze medals at the world juniors, captaining Team Russia in 2016-17 
while leading the whole tournament in goals and points, and being voted 
best forward on the junior stage. One year later, he led Russia to 
Olympic gold while leading that tournament in goals, too. 

    Kirill Kaprizov's confidence is sky high right now. #NHLonSN #ItsOn 
pic.twitter.com/cGaasR6dCs 

    — Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) January 23, 2021 

Lafreniere's first career goal built for Broadway 

Alexis Lafreniere is officially on the board. The No. 1 overall pick of last 
fall's draft scored his first NHL goal Thursday night -- a gorgeous 
overtime winner against the Buffalo Sabres. 

This year's rookie class clearly has a flair for the dramatic -- Lafreniere is 
the third player this season to score his first career goal in overtime, with 
Devils winger Yegor Sharangovich scoring on Jan. 16 and Minnesota's 
Kaprizov kicking things off on Jan. 14. 

Another year, another remarkable Canucks rookie 
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In 2018-19, Elias Pettersson took the league by storm and claimed 
Calder Trophy honours for his efforts. Last season it was Quinn Hughes 
who had the league in awe. Now, the Vancouver Canucks have 
introduced another remarkable rookie in forward Nils Hoglander. 

The 2019 second-rounder has been a bright spot for a Vancouver club 
that struggled out of the gates. This play in particular shows just how 
special a talent this Swede is: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Slumping Senators playing like expansion brethren, but 
better days lie ahead 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

January 29, 2021, 2:39 PM 

 

It is striking, the similarities between the start of this NHL season for the 
Ottawa Senators, and the first weeks of their expansion year, 1992-93. 

On Oct. 8, 1992, the newly formed Senators beat Canada’s best team, 
the Montreal Canadiens, 5-3 on home ice, the old Civic Centre. 
Expecting a Sens loss – who didn’t? – Ottawa Citizen sports editor 
Graham Parley had prepared a headline urging patience: Rome wasn’t 
Built in a Day. Adjusting on the fly, he brilliantly changed it post-game to: 
Maybe Rome was Built in a Day. 

The merriment didn’t last. What followed was a string of losses and a 10-
win season (10-70-4). It wasn’t until April 10, 1993 that a Senators team 
nicknamed “Road Kill,” won its first game away from home, celebrating 
like Stanley Cup winners. 

Similarly, on Jan. 15, 2021, the rebuilding Senators beat one of Canada’s 
top teams, the Toronto Maple Leafs, 5-3 in Ottawa’s home opener. The 
fun didn’t last. What followed were seven straight losses, the last four on 
the road. Fans are wondering if this team can win 10 games in a 56-
game season, and when the first road win will arrive. The Senators play 
in Edmonton against the Oilers on Sunday. 

A bit like the buildup before Ottawa’s historic first game, for 10 months 
during this pandemic Senators fans couldn’t wait another moment for 
their team to play games again. 

Reality set in quickly. Two weeks into the NHL schedule, fans are ready 
for the suffering to end. That’s how bad the first eight games have been 
for the Senators – expansion-level bad. 

Three points earned out of a possible 16. A 1-6-1 record. Outscored 36-
17 for a league-worst minus-19 goal differential. 

The Senators ran into a Vancouver Canucks team that was 2-5 and 
gripping sticks, and provided an elixir for all that was ailing them in a 
three-game Canucks sweep that concluded Thursday, with a combined 
score of 16-3. 

This is an Ottawa team that can’t score, can’t defend and can’t keep the 
puck out of its net. Not a winning trifecta. 

As bad as they’ve been, there have been moments of bright light, even 
dominance for stretches of play. Little flickers of hope to which a fan base 
must cling. 

At this point, every single member of the organization has something to 
answer for – players, coaches, management, pro scouts – and perhaps 
beyond the staff to fans and media who dared to believe the hype that 
things were going to improve this season after three years in a row of 
finishing either 30th or 31st in a 31-team league. 

No one expected a playoff team. They did expect a more competitive 
group, with important growth by the young players who are key to the 
future. 

There will be better days ahead. There has to be. Or massive change will 
follow, which no one wants to see after the last two years of rebuilding. 

What’s wrong with the Ottawa Senators? 

Here's a quick look at three phases of the program. 

Defence is distressing but future bright 

This was to be the main focus of the piece, but when forwards can’t 
score and flashy defenceman Thomas Chabot provides one of the three 
measly goals Ottawa scored in Vancouver, there is plenty of blame to go 
around. 

The defence isn’t the Senators’ only issue but this defensive group has 
struggled mightily and looks better suited to NHL hockey in the 1970s 
rather than the 2020s. They are big, don’t move particularly well, and 
when they do get moving, tend to be running around in their own zone 
while the opposition cycles and feeds the high slot. 

Is it possible the Senators defence got worse from last season, when it 
was plenty bad? It actually is possible. Dylan DeMelo was one of their 
most reliable defenders in 2019-20, not flashy but steady. Steady would 
be good right about now. Gone too are veterans Mark Borowiecki, who 
kept opposing wingers on their toes, and ancient warrior Ron Hainsey. 
Erik Brannstrom played 31 games last season and was at least a strong 
skater and puck mover. He could be back in the mix eventually, after 
having his training camp derailed by COVID protocols. Mike Reilly, who 
can skate but is a nightmare in his own end, was also here last season. 
Ditto for Nikita Zaitsev. 

The new guys are Erik Gudbranson, Braydon Coburn and Josh Brown. 
Any one of them could have been a nice addition to a solid corps of an 
established team but is being asked to take on a bigger role and more 
minutes in Ottawa and suffer because of it. I’m no coach, but there must 
be a way to simplify the way this team defends – Brown, Gudbranson 
and Coburn are all six-foot-five and about 220 pounds. They should be 
capable of boxing out the front of the net, at least. Keep their jobs simple. 
Watching Brown, out of position, trying to stick check Brock Boeser, who 
danced around him for a goal in Thursday’s 4-1 loss, was discouraging. 

Here’s the thing. This year’s corps was always going to be a placeholder 
unit until the prospects mature. The University of North Dakota has 
potentially three future Senators defencemen, led by Jake Sanderson, 
drafted fifth overall in October. Another first-round pick, Lassi Thomson, 
needs some time at the AHL level. Brannstrom should be back. Chabot is 
already really good and will eventually have a strong supporting cast. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Goaltending is a worry 

Perhaps incoming starter Matt Murray didn’t know what he was getting 
into by coming to Ottawa, but did the Senators know what they were 
getting when they traded for Murray and signed him for four years at $25 
million? 

Sure, Murray could use better support from the five players in front of 
him, but he hasn’t been very good, as the numbers tell: a 4.39 goals 
against and .859 save percentage, with a propensity for giving up bad 
goals. Never the most athletic goaltender, he counts on perfect 
positioning, and the Canucks took advantage of his positioning mistakes 
in the 7-1 win Tuesday and again on Thursday. 

Marcus Hogberg has started two games and played in three, with 
numbers just slightly better than Murray. Joey Daccord might get in 
eventually. Flat out, the Senators need better goaltending. 

Forwards can be a spark 

If a rising tide floats all boats, Ottawa’s forwards would benefit from a 
general rise in confidence and team play. 
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At times, the Senators forwards have been decent, especially the kid line 
of Josh Norris, Brady Tkachuk and Drake Batherson early in the season. 
Rookie Tim Stützle has been OK but slowed by an injury that kept him 
out two games, and also suffers from not having a consistent home on a 
set line. Nick Paul has probably been the Senators most consistent 
forward. 

In certain stretches, including the full first game against Toronto, most of 
the first Winnipeg encounter and the first period of the first Vancouver 
game, Ottawa’s forwards controlled the play and this proved to be the 
best defence – playing in the other team’s zone. 

But in a pattern that extends from the veteran additions on defence and 
in goal, the new forwards haven’t brought much. Winger Evgenii 
Dadonov, counted on to boost the power play, has just one goal in eight 
games, and none on the power play. Derek Stepan, Cedric Paquette and 
Alex Galchenyuk have been, well, meh, and aren’t even starting every 
game. 

The younger players have carried the load. Norris is tied with Tkachuk 
and Zaitsev for the team lead in points with five. Batherson belongs but 
has to score. Stützle will find his way but needs his teammates to play 
better around him. Centre Colin White looks fine and would be better if 
he’d been in the lineup every game. More youth, more speed. More 
hustle. Bring it on. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Find a silver lining 

Let’s end this on a positive note. Remember that expansion team of 
1992-93? 

It blossomed into a playoff team and a contender in the late ‘90s. 
Because the Senators have been in this rebuild since 2018, fan patience 
is thin, there is an expectation of gradual improvement by now. But 
growth is rarely linear. Even high draft picks need time to develop. This 
current setback is ugly and can be blamed on a myriad of things, 
including some of the off-season moves, but the coaching staff deserve a 
chance to turn this around, at least somewhat. 

In a tough, fast all-Canadian division, the Senators are going to need 
their goalie to steal the occasional game. And without a playoff spot on 
the horizon, the development of key young players is paramount. 

While they may start in the AHL, players like Logan Brown, Brannstrom 
and Alex Formenton should be worked into the NHL lineup as they get 
their legs under them. 

The Senators don’t have to beat their rivals in the North Division, but it 
would be encouraging to see them keep up with their rivals with pace of 
play, as well as provide a glimpse into what the club might look like when 
the kids mature. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks temporarily rediscover identity in sweep of lowly 
Senators 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

January 29, 2021, 2:07 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – Funeral music at the start of the week, show tunes at 
the end. Welcome to the Vancouver Canucks’ world. 

With radio and social media conjecture last weekend that general 
manager Jim Benning’s job could be in jeopardy -- seven games into the 
National Hockey League season, in the middle of a pandemic that 
precludes any substantive roster changes, when revenue is as 
suppressed as attendance -- the Canucks rolled over the Ottawa 
Senators, completing Thursday a three-game series sweep against the 
worst team in hockey by winning 4-1 at Rogers Arena. 

Despite getting outshot each game, the Canucks impeached the 
Senators by a total score of 16-3 because goalies Braden Holtby and 
Thatcher Demko suddenly surged into form just as Vancouver’s 
struggling top line of Elias Pettersson, J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser found 
theirs. 

The forward trio generated three more goals on Thursday, two of them by 
Boeser, and Holtby nearly matched Demko’s outstanding performances 
Monday and Wednesday with a 36-save effort as the Canucks moved 
back to 5-5 and into a playoff spot. 

The North Division, however, isn’t Canada’s proudest achievement at the 
moment, and it’s as difficult to draw strong conclusions from Vancouver 
dusting Ottawa as it was last week when the team was getting overrun by 
the Montreal Canadiens amid a myriad of halting Canucks mistakes. 

But last week, the goaltending needed to be better and the 6-40-9 Lotto 
Line needed to be found. Which is why the West Coast mood has 
brightened considerably over the last four days. 

It looks like Twitter will have to wait to fire Benning. But stand by: the 
Canucks open a difficult six-game road trip against the three other 
Canadian teams in playoff position, starting Saturday against the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

“We knew it was an important series, especially before a road trip and 
after our start,” Boeser said after lifting his goal total to six in 10 games. 
“To get back to .500 and play well and play how we've been playing, 
before the road trip, I think it's huge. It gives our group confidence.” 

“We're still trying to figure out some of the kinks in our game... and we're 
still doing that,” defenceman Quinn Hughes said after setting up a pair of 
early goals that launched the Canucks’ wire-to-wire win. “Like I said last 
year, we're going to be better two months from now than we are now. 
That's just the group we have; the more you play... the more we'll figure 
each other out. The three games here were really big just to kind of get 
back on track before things really slide.” 

The Canucks did look like a hockey team again, playing with far more 
positional discipline and better puck management. 

The Senators played well in spurts during the three games but couldn’t 
score, couldn’t get enough saves from Matt Murray and Marcus Hogberg, 
and got little from their emerging stars. 

It was so bad for Ottawa, another Tkachuk left angry. Brady Tkachuk 
pounded the glass in frustration after a last-minute fight Thursday with 
Zack MacEwen, although he didn’t go full-on toddler tantrum like his 
brother Matthew did Tuesday in Calgary. 

Brady had just one assist in three games in Vancouver and after opening 
the season with three points in the Senators’ only win, against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, has amassed two points over seven straight 
Ottawa losses since then. 

Ottawa’s other young star, defenceman Thomas Chabot, was largely 
invisible in the series until he caught Hughes on a poor angle one-and-
one and scored Ottawa’s only goal on Thursday. 

Holtby didn’t face nearly the shot quality Demko saw earlier in the week, 
but made timely saves, including a breakaway stop on Connor Brown 
seconds before the end of the middle period and Ottawa trailing 3-1. 
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Demko said he felt “enough was enough” after his own poor start to the 
season, and Holtby looked Thursday like he had the same resolve, 
playing easily his best game of the year and nudging his save 
percentage north of 90. 

“I think we all want to be better, top to bottom,” Holtby said. “But as a 
goaltender, you pride yourself on trying to be the difference-maker when 
it's needed. That last Montreal game (5-2 loss on Saturday when Holtby 
allowed two late goals)... maybe you're nitpicking, but you've got to find a 
way to do it in order to lead your team when things aren't going well. 
Obviously, Thatch with the last two games and how unbelievable he 
played, I think we both know that this season it's going to take both of us 
to be consistent and try and be the difference makers. This three-game 
set is a good step in the right direction.” 

The Canucks lead the NHL in both goals scored (35) and allowed (36). 

Who knows where their next step will take them? 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ Rielly doing his part to shut down McDavid 

The Maple Leafs have held Oilers superstar Connor McDavid to just one 
point in five-on-five play in three games this season and head coach 
Sheldon Keefe says defenceman Morgan Rielly deserves much of the 
credit as he has “defended fast and hard and competitive,” Mark Masters 
writes. 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised in Edmonton on Friday ahead of Saturday night’s game against 
the Oilers. 

The Leafs have held Connor McDavid to one point in five-on-five play in 
three games this season and Sheldon Keefe credits defenceman Morgan 
Rielly for helping limit the NHL's scoring leader. 

"He's played a lot against McDavid and he's done a really good job," the 
Leafs head coach said. "Obviously, [TJ] Brodie is playing a role in that as 
well, but when we just zero in on Morgan's game there's a lot of things to 
like there on both sides of the puck ... That is a matchup that a year ago 
he wouldn't have had. Now, we have given him that and he has taken 
that on. He has still played his game offensively, but he has defended 
fast and hard and competitive." 

Keefe believes improved gap control is helping Rielly elevate his game. 

"In terms of changing the dynamic, it's less time in our end, less space 
for people to operate on the rush," Keefe said. "I think he's been more 
physical in the defensive zone as well."  

"It's really a group effort," Rielly insisted. "If we have a high forward and 
good back pressure I think it just makes our job a lot easier and makes it 
easier to keep that gap." 

Rielly, who was victimized by McDavid on a highlight-reel goal last 
season, was asked to assess how the Leafs have handled the Oilers 
captain so far this season.  

"It's always hit and miss," the 26-year-old said. "With those high-end 
players they're always going to get their chances and you just try and 
limit them. You try and keep them to the outside, you try and keep a tight 
gap, close on them quick, but with a player like that, I mean, he's always 
going to end up on the scoresheet."  

On Thursday night, McDavid was held without a shot for the first time this 
season, but still managed to produce two assists on the power play.  

"That's just how it goes sometimes," said Rielly. "He's able to create 
space for himself and it's our job to try and take that away and close on 
him quickly, but he's not their only guy. They got some dangerous 
players over there that we got to be aware of. And, overall, as a group 
that's been important for us to key in on their top guys and be a bit more 
challenging to play against." 

The Leafs and Oilers have each scored once in the 28 minutes and 21 
seconds that Rielly and McDavid have shared the ice in five-on-five play 
this season. 

Last season, Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl earned the toughest matchups 
for Keefe, but Rielly wasn't exactly himself as an undisclosed injury 
hampered him at the start of the year and then a broken foot cost him 
eight weeks.  

"When he's healthy, like he is right now, he's an elite defenceman," said 
centre Auston Matthews. "It’s always fun getting out there with him. 
When he's moving the way he is and the way he can, getting involved on 
both sides of the ice, it just makes all of our jobs easier in all three 
zones.” 

"He skates better than most defencemen in the league," added goalie 
Frederik Andersen. "That’s helping him come up and down the ice. He's 
been awesome."  

Rielly's skating has long been his calling card and it's been especially 
evident to start this season.  

"I don't think I was aware of just how good of a skater he is," said first-
year Leaf Jimmy Vesey. "His skating is unbelievable. Some of the 
situations he's in with a guy right on his hip and he escapes like there’s 
nothing to it, it's really impressive." 

Rielly has six points in the last three games and is leading all Leafs 
defencemen in average ice time this season at 23 minutes and 24 
seconds. 

"Just confidence with the puck," said Mitch Marner when asked what's 
standing out about Rielly. "His calmness coming up the ice with the puck 
and kind of being a fourth guy to come up in the rush and be able to carry 
it up himself and set stuff up. Usually when that's happening it's when our 
offence is at its best."  

Rielly, as is often the case, didn't want to delve into his personal success. 
He pointed out that many players, including Matthews, Marner and John 
Tavares, used the lengthy off-season to add elements to their game.   

"He's probably one of the most unselfish teammates that I've ever come 
about," Leafs president Brendan Shanahan told season-seat members in 
a pre-season interview with Leafs Nation Network. "The guys all love 
him. This is a guy that is constantly through his words, but more 
importantly through his actions, always putting his team first." 

Improved gap control helps Rielly hold his own against McDavid 

Connor McDavid only has one even-strength point in three games 
against the Leafs this season. Sheldon Keefe credits Morgan Rielly. 
"He's played a lot against McDavid and he's done a really good job," the 
coach said. Rielly has improved his gap control while his skating 
continues to be an important asset in the attack. "When he's healthy, like 
he is right now, he's an elite defenceman," said Auston Matthews. 

 --- 

The Leafs’ power play is clicking at a scorching 42.9 per cent to start the 
season, which ranks second in the NHL. With new assistant coach 
Manny Malhotra calling the shots, the team has changed its approach 
going with two balanced units instead of one stacked group.  

"Guys have adjusted well," said Keefe. "Whatever we have done, the 
players have responded well. In a season with no exhibition and very 
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limited practice time, that is a very positive thing. Credit to the players for 
executing and to Manny for the plan he has put together." 

The addition of Wayne Simmonds has changed the dynamic on the top 
unit, which features Matthews and Marner on the flanks. Since the start 
of the 2011-12 season, only Washington's Alex Ovechkin (162) and 
Tampa Bay's Steven Stamkos (106) have scored more power-play goals 
than Simmonds (98). 

"Simmer in front of the net is one of the best in the league [with] what he 
does with his stick and how he sets himself up," noted Marner. "He's 
always ready to get a shot tip in there or be around for second 
opportunities. He's told me about five times don't be afraid to shoot at his 
chest and ... he's not lying either. He will eat it off the chest, [let it] bounce 
down and get a second opportunity and he doesn't care." 

"We wanted to score more of those type of goals," noted Keefe. "When 
you have a presence like that in front of the net whether it's Simmer or 
[Zach Hyman], you know, it encourages players to shoot the puck 
because they feel like it has a chance to go in. Usually if you don't have 
traffic, you know, save for maybe one or two of our guys, you're not 
scoring on NHL goalies." 

During Thursday's win, Simmonds deflected home a Marner shot. Marner 
also assisted on a Simmonds’ power-play goal in Calgary on Sunday.  

"He's got elite vision, first and foremost," observed Simmonds. "His 
patience is otherworldly. He calms the game down so much and he just 
sees everything. It's been a pleasure being able to be on that unit."  

    Textbook tip  #LeafsForever | #BellLetsTalk 
pic.twitter.com/pRatPbpZSH 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 29, 2021 

Marner leads the Leafs with six power-play points, but Tavares is right 
behind with five. Tavares and William Nylander are on the second unit 
with Jason Spezza and Hyman.  

Rielly, Brodie and Mikko Lehtonen have taken turns quarterbacking the 
units. 

Joe Thornton was in the bumper spot with the top group before getting 
injured. Alex Kerfoot is now in that spot.  

Nylander, who served as the net-front presence last year, scored 
seconds after a penalty on Kyle Turris expired on Thursday. The Swede 
has shifted back to the flank this season.    

"We had Nylander playing down at the goal line last year and he was 
more of scoring threat himself and attacking the net, not so much a traffic 
presence, so it is a different dynamic and we found success with it," said 
Keefe.  

Thirteen Leafs have registered a power-play point so far in 2020-21, 
which already beats last year's total of 12.  

"We've been flowing pretty nice with these two units," said Matthews, 
who scored the game-wining goal on the power play Thursday night. 
“We're moving it well. The biggest thing is when we need a goal it seems 
like we're coming through."  

The Leafs also got a game-winning goal on the power play last week 
against the Oilers with Tavares deflecting in a Marner shot. 

    GEEEZ, @AM34  #LeafsForever | #BellLetsTalk 
pic.twitter.com/3XENR7YqCo 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 29, 2021 

"We're not afraid to shoot the puck right now and that’s when we’re at our 
best is when guys are shooting the puck and getting second 
opportunities," said Marner. 

Keefe noted the team won't hesitate to reunite the stacked unit with 
Marner, Matthews, Tavares and Nylander if needed.  

"Sometimes the other team is in lanes and it's harder to get pucks to the 
net so you need a different look and having the flexibility of merging 
Auston and Mitch with John and Will gives a different look so we're 
finding that balance as we go." 

The Leafs clicked at 26.5 per cent in 47 games after Keefe took over last 
season, which ranked second in the NHL. 

Simmonds encourages Marner to shoot at his chest on Leafs PP 

The Leafs power play is off to a scorching start with 12 goal on 28 
chances. New net-front presence Wayne Simmonds has potted two man-
advantage markers in the last three games with Mitch Marner assisting 
on both. "He's told me about five times, don't be afraid to shoot at his 
chest," Marner revealed. "He's not lying either. He will eat it off the chest, 
[let it] bounce down and get a second opportunity and he doesn't care." 

--- 

The Leafs are off to a 7-2-0 start, including 5-0-0 in one-goal games. 

"There’s definitely a belief that’s growing in our group," said Spezza. 
"Winning breeds confidence and we're starting to believe we can win 
every night and that’s a good feeling for a team." 

The Leafs have focused on making defensive improvements this season 
and Keefe is happy with the early returns.  

"For the most part, we have defended really well," he said. "I guess ‘well’ 
isn't the right term. We have defended hard. The guys are working and 
we have really significantly cut down on the high-danger chances and 
odd-man rushes. The players have been really committed to that. It has 
been far from perfect. We have a lot of areas to grow. We are not even 
close to being the team that we can be and would need to be, but a lot of 
positive things have gotten us to be 7-2." 

The Leafs are allowing 27.2 shots per game this season, which ranks 
ninth in the NHL. Last season, they allowed 31.9, which ranked 19th. 

Can the Leafs stay atop North? What has been the key to Habs' 
success? 

The Maple Leafs and Canadiens are sitting in first and second place 
respectively in the North Division and That's Hockey discusses whether 
or not Toronto's hot start is sustainable and what has been impressive 
about Montreal's through its first seven games. 

--- 

After being a healthy scratch for the first time this season on Tuesday, 
Spezza responded with a goal, assist and four shots on Thursday night.  

"Sheldon told me it's been a lot of hockey in a short period of time and 
thought I could benefit from a day of rest and with a day off [Wednesday] 
it gave me some time to recover and obviously he was right," the 37-
year-old said. "I felt good and had a little bit of extra jump. It's good when 
things like that work out."  

    Buries the backhand  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/GhKo04O5KW 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 29, 2021 

Keefe is still searching for the right mix on the fourth line and wanted to 
get a look at some other players. 

"Obviously, you like to play every night, but you have to respect the 
coach's decision and when you're not playing you have to take the rest 
and make sure you're ready to go," Spezza said.  

"The rest is important," said Keefe. "We have to try to manage that when 
we can when it comes to Spezz. I thought he gave us some good things  
whether it is power play, he obviously got us the goal, and his line gave 
us some good shifts at different times." 

Spezza's goal was his first since Feb. 7, a span of 27 games if you count 
the five in the qualifying-round series against Columbus. Was there a 
sense of relief?  
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"No, I'm not judging my play on goals and assists anymore," he said. "I'm 
in a different role and I have to make sure I play that role well and be fine 
with it. I'm trying to give positive shifts." 

--- 

It wasn't all positive for Spezza on Thursday as Keefe didn't like the 
offensive-zone penalty he took in the second period. That was part of a 
parade to the penalty box by the Leafs who were shorthanded seven 
times. 

The Leafs have now been whistled for 38 minors so far this season, 
which is third most in the NHL. 

"We've taken a lot of tripping penalties and I really have to look at those a 
lot closer and that will be part of what we do during that little break that's 
coming," Keefe said. "A lot of the time the players are doing what you're 
asking them to, getting their stick down on the ice and they're looking to 
win pucks. We've taken a lot of penalties this season where we've won 
the puck yet the follow through of winning the puck gets into skates and 
trips people up so I don’t know if that’s just happenstance or if it's 
something we can bring to the players attention, but definitely what we 
know is we’ve taken too many and that's allowed teams to get back into 
games."   

After wrapping up the road trip on Saturday, the Leafs won't play again 
until Thursday when they face the Vancouver Canucks for the first time 
this season.  

TSN's Kristen Shilton has more on Toronto's discipline issues here. 

Leafs proud of resiliency, but must stop 'crazy' parade to penalty box 

The Leafs were shorthanded seven times on Thursday night in 
Edmonton and have now taken 38 minors in nine games, third most in 
the NHL. "The penalties have been crazy," said head coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "It's just not good enough." Toronto has found a way to kill off 
some late calls and win all five of their one-goal games this season. 
"There's definitely a belief that's growing in our group," said Jason 
Spezza. 

 --- 

With the win on Thursday, Andersen maintained his perfect record in 
Edmonton. The goalie is 7-0-0 in the Alberta capital.  

"I don't really look at that stuff," Andersen insisted. "I didn't know that 
record.” 

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Hyman − Matthews − Marner 

Nylander − Tavares − Mikheyev 

Vesey − Kerfoot − Simmonds 

Barabanov − Engvall − Spezza 

Brooks − Boyd − Anderson 

Rielly − Brodie 

Muzzin − Holl 

Lehtonen − Bogosian 

Sandin − Dermott 

Andersen 

Hutchinson 
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TSN.CA / Red-hot Leafs aim to curb careless penalties 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — For all the talk about emerging rivalries among North 
Division opponents this season, the Maple Leafs’ biggest enemy early on 
has been of their own making, through a landslide of careless penalties 
that very nearly derailed recent victories. 

“Obviously [we’ve been] tempting fate and making it way harder on 
ourselves than it needed to be, and that's been a bit of a trend for us with 
these tight games,” head coach Sheldon Keefe told reporters on a Zoom 
call Friday following the Leafs’ practice in Edmonton. “We take penalties, 
and give really good, dangerous power plays opportunities. Our penalty 
kill and goaltending…has stepped up when it really needed to, to allow 
us to get our two points, but without question, we've got to stay out of the 
penalty box.” 

Toronto was leading the Oilers 2-0 in the second period of Thursday’s 
game when a pair of penalties to Alex Kerfoot (slashing) and Zach 
Hyman (tripping) gave Edmonton a 5-on-3 power play that Leon Draisaitl 
capitalized on late in the frame. It was Draisaitl again on a man 
advantage chance early in the third period who would score the game-
tying goal and put the Leafs back at square one with 14 minutes to play 
in regulation. 

“We don't like being called,” surmised Mitch Marner of Toronto's seven 
penalties on the night. “It’s something we got to be better and smarter 
with, something that if we give that team the amount of power plays we 
did last night, they'll score eventually on a couple of them which they did. 
It's something we've talked about, so we're going to clean that up. It's 
unacceptable and something we've got to be better at.” 

In the end, Toronto still found its way through to a win, topping Edmonton 
4-3 and moving to 7-2-0 on the season. But while the Leafs’ boast a 
league-high 14 points thus far, they’ve also taken the third-most penalties 
in the NHL (42) and are averaging the sixth-most penalty minutes per 
game (10:33). 

A few of those infractions, specifically the slashing call against Kerfoot on 
Thursday that looked more like a stick lift, have sent waves of frustration 
through the Leafs’ bench for appearing incorrect. Keefe’s focus though is 
on his players not putting themselves in positions where they could get 
the gate at all. 

“Some of them are calls that could go either way, or maybe the ref would 
want to have them back,” Keefe said. "Over the course of the season, 
we've had a couple calls that the ref has commented to me that he made 
a mistake; those kind of things happen. I think those situations usually 
are a symptom of other things, such as [on Thursday], a couple of 
slashing penalties probably shouldn't have been called and yet the door 
is open because they're looking for slashes on the hands and when 
you're slashing the stick, it can be misinterpreted as on the hand. So just 
don't do it.” 

Keefe has also been bemused by the number of tripping calls against 
Toronto this season, after the team registered three more on Thursday 
alone. It’s something he intends to address more closely with the Leafs 
next week when the club has a string of days off from game action. 

“We’ll see if there's anything we can do on that, because if you look at it, 
a lot of players are doing what we're asking them to,” Keefe explained. 
“Their stick is down on the ice, they're looking to win pucks. We've taken 
a lot of penalties this season where we've won the puck, yet the follow 
through of winning the puck gets into skates and trips people up. So I 
don't know if that's just happenstance or if it's something that we can 
bring to the players’ attention.” 
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One thing the Leafs know they can’t do is simply rely on the penalty kill to 
always come through. It did late in Thursday’s game, when William 
Nylander was called for a trip and the Oilers pulled Mikko Koskinen to 
create a 6-on-4 situation that Toronto managed to shut down. But still, 
the Leafs’ penalty kill is a middle-of-the-road 16th overall in the NHL at 
78.4 per cent and their eight power-play goals against are tied for third-
most in the league. 

“I thought that against [the Oilers’ top power play], we actually did a 
pretty good job,” admitted Jimmy Vesey, who averages 1:24 per game on 
Toronto’s penalty kill. “We were one lucky bounce away from a clear [on 
Draisaitl’s first goal], but there was a lot of skill on that ice, they had two 
one-timer options and they scored. But we got it done when it when it 
mattered. I just think we'd like to be a little bit more consistent and take 
less penalties.” 

The Leafs can put that plan into action immediately on Saturday, when 
they’ll face Edmonton for the fourth time in 10 days and potentially cap 
off a week-long road trip in Alberta with a fifth straight win. 

And if nothing else, all that time going up against the Oilers’ power play 
of late has certainly made Toronto aware of dangerous it can be, and 
how to try slowing it down if needed. 

“As a team, we don't want to be in the box as much as we were last 
night,” said Morgan Rielly. “And obviously moving forward that's an area 
that we have to clean up in terms of taking those penalties. I think 
[Connor McDavid and Draisaitl] are extremely important to [Edmonton’s 
power play] and I think that they are able to create space for one another, 
their breakout attacks with a lot of speed, and I think we have plenty of 
tape that our coaches are going to have for us because we're in the box 
a lot. So we’re going to look at that and just try to be as prepared as 
much as we can tomorrow night.” 
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USA TODAY / Cardinals pitcher Adam Wainwright accepts challenge 
after TV station says he signed with NHL's Blues 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Pitcher Adam Wainwright is coming back for a 17th season with the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 

Except one local television station mistakenly said in its chyron that 
Wainwright had signed with the NHL's Blues. 

So the 39-year-old right-hander decided to have some fun with it on 
social media, noting that he wasn't very good at skating but was 
accepting the challenge. 

"I just found out on Twitter that the St. Louis Blues signed me," he said. 
"So I'm super excited, but I got to get to work." 

He wore a catcher's mask in the video, plus a personalized No. 50 Blues 
jersey (the number of both Wainwright and Blues goalie Jordan 
Binnington). He did a little side-to-side stride and faked a slap shot. 

Here's the original chyron, which Wainwright also posted on Twitter. 

The Blues, who are on a road trip in California, tweeted that practice 
starts at 9:30 a.m. PT. 

The Cardinals last won a World Series in 2011, a season the pitcher 
missed after having elbow surgery, while the Blues won the Stanley Cup 
in 2019. Wainwright and the Cardinals also won in 2006 in the pitcher's 
second season with the team. 

Wainwright got a one-year, $8 million contract and has spent his entire 
major league career with the Cardinals, going 167-98 with a 3.38 ERA. 

He has made three All-Star appearances and won two Gold Gloves, plus 
the 2020 Roberto Clemente Award. 
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