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Observations from the Hurricanes’ 4-1 win over the Dallas Stars  

By Chip Alexander  

Jordan Staal probably never expected to be centering a line 
with two seventh-round draft picks on the wings but that’s 
what the Canes captain has had the past two games. Some 
line, too. 

Ryan Dzingel, who scored Saturday in the 4-1 win over the 
Dallas Stars, was a seventh-rounder by Ottawa in 2011, the 
204th player selected. Steven Lorentz, who picked up his 
first NHL point with an assist, was taken No. 186 by Carolina 
in 2015.  

As many have noted, being drafted gives you a chance. 
Then it’s up to you. 

-- It has been said a few times: Steven Lorentz seems like a 
clone of the Canes’ Warren Foegele. Both are 24, both about 
the same size, both play the same aggressive, slightly 
rambunctious game. 

Brind’Amour could soon reinsert all the guys who have been 
out for COVID-19 reasons, including Foegele, back into the 
lineup. But Lorentz’s high-octane play is giving the coach 
something to mull over. 

-- How good have Petr Mrazek and James Reimer been in 
Carolina’s 4-1-0 start? The Canes’ PR folks passed along 
this tidy little stat: the two have stopped 104 of 110 shots this 

season, a .945 save percentage, and have a collective 1.20 
goals-against average. 

Mrazek left Saturday’s game with a hand injury that looked 
nasty but winger Martin Necas lowered the tension level a 
few notches by later saying he saw Mrazek after the game 
and the injury “might be better than it looked like.”  

-- When Staal first went on the COVID-19 protocol list, 
Detroit coach Jeff Blashill was asked about Staal missing a 
Canes-Red Wings game. Blashill said all the right things 
about Staal but quickly noted that center Vincent Trocheck 
always had given the Wings trouble and offered up other 
good words about him. 

A healthy, seemingly happy Trocheck has been highly 
productive through five games: four goals, two assists, 
shooting 22.2 percent. He willingly goes into the war zone in 
front of the net on the power play and will get his hands dirty 
on the penalty kill. Good player. 

-- Was checking out Trocheck’s shooting percentage and 
happened to see Andrei Svechnikov’s: 26.7 percent. When 
people say the winger has one of the NHL’s most lethal 
shots, Svechnikov has the stats to prove it. He also has four 
goals and two assists in the first five games.  

-- Word of advice: If you ever get in a fight, alley or 
otherwise, try to make sure Brock McGinn is your wing man.

 

Hurricanes skate past Stars 4-1 after goalie Petr Mrazek leaves with injury early  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes continue to deal with early season 
adversity. And, for now, deal with it well. 

The Canes on Saturday had starting goalie Petr Mrazek 
leave the game with an apparent hand or wrist injury, 
clutching his arm in pain. Later, forward Max McCormick, the 
player who collided in the net with Mrazek, left with a 
shoulder injury. 

But the Canes again showed resilience, staying on the attack 
and skating past the Dallas Stars 4-1 at PNC Arena. James 
Reimer took over for Mrazek in net. Vincent Trocheck had a 
pair of first-period goals, and Andrei Svechnikov and Ryan 
Dzingel scored on second-period power plays for the Canes 
(4-1-0), ending the night for Stars goalie Anton Khudobin. 

“The guys are buckling down and getting it done,” Canes 
coach Rod BrindAmour said on the postgame media call. 

They did it Saturday after Mrazek went out 2:47 into the 
game. Mrazek, after a 32-save shutout Thursday against 
Tampa Bay, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, was all set to 
face the other team that reached the 2020 Cup final.  

And then he was gone. 

Brind’Amour said after the game that he did not know how 
long Mrazek might be sidelined. Forward Martin Necas, 
asked about his fellow Czech, said the injury might be “better 
than it looked like.” And it did look — and sound — bad. 

“When there are no fans in the stands ... you can hear him 
screaming on the ice,” Brind’Amour said. “When there are 
fans you don’t hear that noise. When it’s dead silent and you 
hear a guy in pain on the ice it’s not good.” 

McCormick was crunched in the boards later in the first. His 
injury, Brind’Amour said, “Looked bad, was bad. I think he’ll 
be out a lot longer.” 

Despite playing nearly the entire game, Reimer should be 
able to go again Sunday when the Canes and Stars face off 
again at 5 p.m., Brind’Amour said, adding, “I don’t know that 
he was overly stressed.” 

Not by the Stars. Playing with forwards Jamie Benn and 
Tyler Seguin out of their lineup, the Stars found little shooting 
room and managed 11 shots in the game. Dallas (4-1-0) had 
negligible five-on-five offense, the Stars’ goal coming on a 
Joe Pavelski power-play goal in the third after the Canes had 
built a 4-0 lead. 
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“They made us look bad tonight,” Stars coach Rick Bowness 
said after the game. 

The Canes again played without five regulars in the lineup 
because of COVID-19 issues. Some good news for the 
Canes was that defenseman Jaccob Slavin and forwards 
Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele all 
are off the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list and skated 
Saturday before the team practice and are closer to getting 
back. Only forward Jesper Fast remains on the protocol list. 

“It brings some energy for everyone seeing those guys 
again,” center Sebastian Aho said. 

The Canes again won with what Brind’Amour called a team 
closeness and a “next-man-up” mentality. Trocheck scored 
at even strength — rookie forward Steven Lorentz earning 
his first NHL point with an assist — and then on the power 
play off a Jordan Staal pass. He also earned an assist on the 
goal by Svechnikov, who beat Khudobin with a smooth 
forehand-to-backhand move after taking an Aho pass. 

“The skill players here work their butts off, so it makes it easy 
on me,” Trocheck said. 

Dzingel benefited from a well-placed pass from Necas, who 
scored the overtime winner Thursday against Tampa Bay as 
the Canes ended a long layoff caused by COVID-19 issues. 
Necas and Aho both finished with two assists. 

It was a chippy game at times. Brind’Amour fumed on the 
bench over a few calls and no-calls. The Stars’ John 
Klingberg put a big hit on defenseman Jake Bean that briefly 
forced Bean out of the game. 

Khudobin beat the Canes twice last season with a 1.00 
goals-against average and .970 save percentage and had a 
6-1-1 career record against his former team. He had a short 
night Saturday after allowing four goals on 16 shots and 
could be back again Sunday. 

“For sure the last couple of games have (been against) two 
of the best teams in the league,” Aho said. “It’s been a great 
challenge for us, especially when there’s been a few guys 
out of the the lineup and some guys just starting to play in 
the NHL. It’s been awesome to see those guys step up.”

 

 

Hurricanes dominate Stars; lose Mrazek, McCormick to injury 

Carolina allowed just 11 shots on goal in the 4-1 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

For the second straight game, the short-staffed Carolina 
Hurricanes knocked off a Stanley Cup finalist, this time 
dominating the Dallas Stars for a 4-1 win Saturday at PNC 
Arena. The loss was the first of the season for the Stars (4-1-
0) and moved Carolina into a tie with Dallas for fourth in the 
Central Division despite both teams having played just five 
games. 

Vincent Trocheck scored the game’s first two goals, and 
Andrei Svechnikov and Ryan Dzingel added power play 
goals, but Carolina lost both Petr Mrazek and Max 
McCormick to injury in the first period. 

Three thoughts 

1. Carolina’s two-goalie system took a hit in the opening 
minutes when Mrazek left the game with a right arm/hand 
injury. The Hurricanes’ McCormick collided with Mrazek after 
backchecking into the Carolina zone, and the goalie 
immediately grabbed his right arm and rushed off the ice with 
the assistance of trainer Doug Bennett just 2:47 into the 
game. 

Losing Mrazek for a prolonged spell would be a huge blow to 
the Hurricanes, who are faced with an even more cluttered 
schedule after having four games rescheduled due to a 

COVID-19 outbreak. Mrazek had posted two shutouts in his 
first three starts of the season, and James Reimer would 
have to carry the load with Alex Nedeljkovic — a standout in 
the AHL but unproven at the highest level — as the No. 2. 

McCormick also left the game in the first period after a hit 
from behind by Dallas’ Blake Comeau that went uncalled. 

“We thought it was worse,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
Mrazek’s injury. “Obviously, it’s still not good, but I can’t tell 
you how long he’s going to be out for. For Max, the same 
thing — that one looked bad, was bad. I think he’ll be a lot 
longer. 

2. Carolina’s power play scored three times and now has 
goals in four of five games, going 3 for 5 Saturday with goals 
from both units — one each by Trocheck, Svechnikov and 
Dzingel. The Hurricanes are now 6 for 21 (28.6%) on the 
season. Comparatively, Carolina’s penalty kill denied 5 of 6 
Stars opportunities and has now killed 16 of 18 (88.9%) 
through five games. The fact they’re having success — 
specifically on the PK — the past two games without so 
many key contributors just points to how well things are 
going for the Hurricanes right now. 

“The last couple games have been (against two) of the best 
teams in the league, so it’s been a great challenge for us,” 
said Sebastian Aho, who had two assists. “Especially when 
there’s a few guys out of the lineup and some guys haven’t 
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played in a year and (just) started playing NHL and not even 
having any preseason games. So it’s been awesome to see 
those guys step up for us.” 

3. Everyone speculated that playing only divisional 
opponents could lead to animosity and more heated rivalries 
this season. Sunday’s game could give us a glimpse into that 
theory. 

The Hurricanes were unhappy with the hit on McCormick, 
and John Klingberg was also guilty of a shot to the head of 
defenseman Jake Bean that briefly sent the rookie 
defenseman to the locker room. 

While Klingberg’s hit looked inadvertent, Comeau’s on 
McCormick — while not drawing a penalty — was reckless. 
Comeau’s been previously suspended for boarding (back in 
2014) and has a history of making borderline hits like the one 
that injured McCormick. 

The McCormick hit: 

And this one last season on Edmonton’s Sam Gagner. 

The Stars will surely be unhappy with their performance 
Saturday, and they also took exception after a Svechnikov 
cross checking penalty near the end of the first period when 
the game had reached a boiling point. 

Carolina isn’t the type of team to get into a line brawl, but the 
Hurricanes clearly ramped up their physicality when Dallas 
crossed the line a couple times. It will be interesting to see if 
those tensions carry over into the rematch. 

Number To Know 

11 — Total shots on goal for the Stars, all faced by Reimer. 
The small workload could mean Brind’Amour goes back to 
Reimer for tomorrow’s rematch. The Hurricanes don’t play 
back-to-backs again until Feb. 7-8 in Columbus. There’s no 
timetable on Mrazek to return yet, but Carolina could 
conceivably ride Reimer for a bit without wearing him out. 
Dallas will also have a decision to make after pulling Anton 

Khudobin when the game reached 4-0. Khudobin played 
30:19, while Jake Oettinger logged 28:47. One of them will 
have to play again. 

They Said It 

“You have a lot of skill on this team, and the nice thing about 
the skilled players here is they work their butts off.” 

— Trocheck on how he is starting to feel comfortable with the 
Hurricanes 

Plus 

Vincent Trocheck, Hurricanes center — Trocheck scored 
twice in the first seven minutes of the opening period, setting 
the tone early with a goal just outside the paint on a nice 
behind-the-net feed from Martin Necas and adding a power 
play goal on a rebound just under three minutes later. 

He now has four goals in the first five games of the season, 
giving Carolina the secondary scoring threat they hoped 
they’d be getting when they traded for him last season. 

“Everyone knows that he’s got a skill,” Necas, who finished 
with two assists, said of Trocheck. “Finally, we’re finding 
some chemistry, it seems like. So, we just gotta keep 
building on that and, hopefully, we’re gonna keep scoring 
more and more goals, just like today.” 

Minus 

Max McCormick, Hurricanes forward — What a tough break 
for McCormick, who was playing in his second game with 
Carolina and had proven reliable and feisty in a fourth-line 
role. 

First, his collision with Mrazek knocked out the Hurricanes 
goalie, and then he was hurt on the hit from behind by 
Comeau. Carolina is close to getting back some of their 
players lost to COVID-19 protocol, but depth — as it’s 
already been proven — is crucial, and the Hurricanes look 
like they lost a valuable reserve in McCormick for an 
extended period.

 

 

Recap: Trocheck, Canes Hand Stars Their First Loss 

Trocheck records three points (2g, 1a) in third straight win 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes handed the Dallas Stars their first 
loss of the season, a dominant performance in a 4-1 final. 

Vincent Trocheck led the way offensively for the Canes with 
three points (2g, 1a), while Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas 
each recorded a pair of assists in the team's third straight 
win. 

"The effort, that's what's been really special. Everyone is just 
digging in, to a man. That's propelled us these last couple of 
games," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "The guys have 
buckled down and are getting it done." 

Key Moments 

Trocheck Nets Two in the First 

After three shifts and 1:59 of ice time, Vincent Trocheck had 
already scored two goals to put the Canes up 2-0. 
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About four minutes into the contest, Steven Lorentz gained 
the line and laid the puck off for Martin Necas down low. 
Necas took a peek over his right shoulder before centering to 
Trocheck in the slot for the quick-hitting tally, his third of the 
season. 

Trocheck's next shift came on the Canes' first power play of 
the game. Jordan Staal tucked a pass into the slot for 
Trocheck, who backhanded in his own rebound. 

"He's been great, and that's one of the reasons we got the 
win tonight," Brind'Amour said. 

Power Play Adds Another Two in the Second 

Buoyed by a potent attack in the second, the Canes' power 
play was converting at a 75 percent clip after 40 minutes. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored the second of the team's three 
power-play goals when he took a feed from Sebastian Aho in 
stride and deked around his countryman in net to put the 
Canes ahead 3-0. 

"From day one this year, he's looked great. He seems to 
almost have another gear that he's picked up. That's 
obviously a good sign for us," Brind'Amour said of Aho. "He's 
a special player, and he made a special play to Svech, no 
doubt about it." 

Not even two minutes later, Ryan Dzingel accepted a cross-
ice feed from Necas and wired a shot top shelf past Anton 
Khudobin, chasing the former Hurricane from the crease. 

The power play finished 3-for-5 on the evening, tangible 
results for a man advantage that seems to have some 
swagger about it. 

"We've been moving the puck really well and getting our 
looks," Trocheck said. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Fighting Through Adversity 

It was anyone's guess how the Canes would emerge from a 
nine-day layoff with a depleted lineup to have to play three 
games in four nights against the two teams that played for 
the Stanley Cup four months ago. The Canes answered one 
of those questions by grinding out a 1-0 shutout win over the 
defending champions on Thursday. Then, it was the first of 
two straight against the other finalist, which had begun its 
season undefeated. 

Again, the Canes responded, and they did so through 
another bout of adversity, losing two players, including their 
starting goaltender, to injury in the first period and surviving 
scares with two others. 

"You never like to see a teammate go down like that," 
Trocheck said. "We were just trying to rally behind them and 
get the win for them. We came out flying after that." 

Even with five regulars already missing from their lineup and 
having to catch back up with a league that didn't slow down 
while the Canes were in quarantine, the team has essentially 
picked up where they left off in Nashville. 

"Even though we had a pretty long break, I think we've 
played a really good two games so far," Necas said. 

Minus: Injuries 

Though the Canes scored two goals in the first period, they 
also lost two players to injury. Not even three minutes into 
the game, Max McCormick raced back to defend a play and 
collided with Petr Mrazek in the crease. Mrazek tossed off 
his blocker and grabbed his right hand before skating quickly 
off the ice. 

Later in the period, Blake Comeau caught McCormick from 
the side and crunched him into the boards, a dangerous hit 
on a defenseless player that went unpenalized. McCormick 
left the ice clutching his shoulder. 

Both players were officially ruled out for the balance of the 
contest with upper-body injuries. 

After the game, Necas said he had seen his countryman and 
that Mrazek's injury "seems like it's better than it looked," 
because it certainly didn't look very good initially. 
Brind'Amour said the same and added a note about eeriness 
of an injury in an empty building. 

"When it's just dead silent and you just hear a guy in pain on 
the ice, it's not good. We thought it was worse," Brind'Amour 
said. "It's still not good. I can't tell you how long he'll be out 
for. Max, it looked bad and was bad. I think he'll be a lot 
longer." 

Even though he entered in relief, James Reimer still played 
57:05, making 10 saves on 11 shots for his second win of the 
season. The Canes could probably turn back to him on 
Sunday. 

"He had to come in and basically play the whole game, but I 
don't know that he was overly stressed," Brind'Amour said. 
"He should be all right for tomorrow." 

Stats Pack 

1: With his secondary assist on Trocheck's first goal, Lorentz 
tallied his first career NHL point. 

2: The Canes scored two goals in the second period to 
double their lead and limited the Stars to just two shots on 
goal. 

7: The Canes have allowed just seven goals in their first five 
games of the season, the fewest in that stretch in franchise 
history. 

7: Tonight marked the seventh time in his career that 
Trocheck has scored two goals in a single period. 

Quote of the Night 

"We've got a lot of skill on this team. The nice thing about the 
skill players here is they work their butts off." - Vincent 
Trocheck 

Up Next 

Rest up and recharge because these two teams will renew 
pleasantries on Sunday at 5 p.m.
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Hurricanes hand Stars first loss of season 

Trocheck has two goals, assist for Carolina, which limits 
Dallas to 11 shots 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Vincent Trocheck had two goals and an 
assist, and the Carolina Hurricanes handed the Dallas Stars 
their first loss with a 4-1 win at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

James Reimer made 10 saves in relief of Petr Mrazek (no 
saves), who left the game with an upper-body injury at 2:47 
of the first period following a collision with Hurricanes forward 
Max McCormick.  

"The effort, that's what's been really special," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "We're just digging in, to a man." 

Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas each had two assists for 
Carolina (4-1-0), which has won three straight.  

"Finally, we're finding some chemistry it seems like," Necas 
said. "We've just got to keep building on that. Hopefully we're 
going to keep scoring more and more goals." 

Joe Pavelski scored for Dallas (4-1-0). Anton Khudobin 
allowed four goals on 16 shots before being replaced in the 
second period by Jake Oettinger, who made 10 saves. 

"I don't blame [Khudobin]," Stars coach Rick Bowness said. 
"It was the five guys in front of him and the four guys on the 
penalty kill. We just didn't play very smart and we didn't play 
hard enough." 

Trocheck scored from in front off a backhand pass from 
Necas to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 4:05 of the first 
period. Steven Lorentz, who was playing his second NHL 
game, got his first NHL point with the secondary assist on 
the play. 

"[Trocheck] has been great, and that's one of the reasons we 
got the win tonight," Brind'Amour said. "He was really good. 
You can't say enough about it. That center position is so 
important." 

Trocheck scored the first of three straight Carolina power-
play goals to make it 2-0 at 6:55, getting to the rebound of 
his initial tip in front. 

"I thought our power play has been real good this whole start 
to the season," Trocheck said. "We're moving the puck really 
well, getting our looks. It was just a matter of time before 
they started going in." 

Andrei Svechnikov scored his fourth of the season when he 
took a pass from Aho and tucked in a backhand for a 3-0 
lead at 8:42 of the second period. Ryan Dzingel extended 
the lead to 4-0 at 10:21, gathering a cross-ice pass from 
Necas and scoring from low in the right circle. 

Pavelski scored on the rebound of John Klingberg's shot to 
make it 4-1 at 9:36 of the third period. Pavelski's goal was 
his fifth of the season and fourth with the man-advantage. 

"They were good, we weren't," Pavelski said. "They seemed 
to be skating. They were kind of on top of us all night. We 
knew it was going to be a tough game. We've got to produce 
a little bit more. We've got to be a little better, a little harder 
and even the game out a little better." 

Dallas managed four shots at even strength, none in the final 
45:47. Each is the worst by a team since the NHL started 
tracking the statistic consistently in 2009-10. 

"We made a lot of wrong decisions," Bowness said. "I saw 
guys wide open and all they had to do was put in on the net. 
That's got everything to do with a player making a bad 
decision." 

NOTES: The teams play again here Sunday. Bowness said 
he hopes forward Jamie Benn (lower body), who has missed 
the past four games, will be able to play. ... Hurricanes 
forward Jesper Fast remained in COVID-19 protocol for the 
second straight game. ... Comeau made his season debut 
after completing COVID-19 protocol. … McCormick left the 
game with an upper-body injury in the first period after he 
was checked into the end boards by Comeau. ... Carolina 
has allowed seven goals this season, the fewest through the 
first five games in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history.
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Hurricanes G Mrazek leaves game in 1st period due to injury 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes goalie Petr 
Mrazek left Saturday night’s game against the Dallas Starts 
in the first period due to injury. 

Mrazek went down 2:47 into the game after being bumped 
by teammate Max McCormick, knocking the net out of place. 

Mrazek received medical attention briefly on the ice before 
skating off holding his right wrist. 

James Reimer entered in place of Mrazek. He is making his 
second appearance of the season. 

Counting Saturday, the 28-year-old Mrazek has played in 
four of Carolina’s five games this season. He was 2-1-0 in 
the first three games with two shutouts, 63 saves and a 1.00 
goals-against average. 

 

 

Trocheck propels Canes to big win over Stars 

The Carolina Hurricanes put together a great effort in PNC 
Arena Saturday night, beating the Dallas Stars 4-1 behind 
two goals from Vincent Trocheck. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

In their first meeting of the year against the defending 
Western Conference champs, the Carolina Hurricanes came 
out on top, beating the Dallas Stars 4-1 Saturday night in 
PNC Arena.  

The Canes (4-1-0) got two first-period goals from Vincent 
Trocheck, as well as second-period tallies from Andrei 
Svechnikov and Ryan Dzingel. Both Martin Necas and 
Sebastian Aho provided multiple assists, as the Hurricanes 
coasted past the previously undefeated Stars (4-1-0). 

The special teams units were particularly strong for Carolina 
Saturday night, as the Canes went 3 for 5 on the power play 
with Trocheck’s second goal, Svechnikov’s goal and 
Dzingel’s goal all coming with the man advantage.  

On the other side of that, Dallas, who entered the game with 
the NHL’s best power play, was 1 for 6 with a man 
advantage. The Stars totaled just four shots on goal during 
their first four power plays of the night, but Joe Pavelski 
tallied quickly into the fifth to end the Carolina shutout. 

The Canes started with Petr Mrazek in net, with James 
Reimer likely slated to go in Sunday afternoon’s game 
against Dallas, but the plan changed quickly for Rod 
Brind’Amour’s squad. Just 2:47 into the game, Canes’ 
forward Max McCormick skated hard into Mrazek, who 
immediately went down. Mrazek got up and skated quickly to 
the locker room, holding his arm, and he never returned.  

Reimer entered the game and played really well against little 
traffic, stopping 10 of 11 shots faced on the night. Former 

Carolina goaltender Anton Khudobin started in net for the 
Stars, letting in four goals on 16 shots before being replaced 
by Jake Oettinger. Oettinger stopped all 10 shots he faced. 

After the Stars controlled the puck for most of the opening 
few minutes, the Hurricanes opened the scoring as Trocheck 
netted one past Khudobin’s glove off a great backhanded 
feed from Martin Necas. Steven Lorentz carried the puck into 
the offensive zone, laying a pass to Necas past the red line 
off the boards. 

Necas controlled it and delivered a perfect backhanded layoff 
to Trocheck, who lifted the puck over the glove of Khudobin 
and into the net for his third goal of the season. For Lorentz, 
who got the secondary assist, it was his first career point.  

Trocheck tallied again to make it 2-0 less than three minutes 
later, staying tough in front of the crease on a power play to 
cash in on an entry pass from Jordan Staal. Stars 
defenseman John Klingberg went to the box for interference 
after a hit to the head of Jake Bean to give the Canes’ the 
man advantage. Bean went to the locker room for a while, 
but returned to the ice during the first period.  

Just over a minute into the Klingberg penalty, Svechnikov 
threaded a pass across the ice to Staal, who fed one into 
Trocheck. The initial effort from Trocheck was stopped by 
Khudobin, but the Canes’ center battled for a second effort to 
put his second goal of the night past the former Carolina 
goaltender in between the pipes for Dallas.  

Along with the injury to Mrazek and temporary loss of Bean, 
the Hurricanes lost McCormick to injury in the opening 
period. McCormick took a hard hit along the boards from 
Dallas’ Blake Comeau, and left the ice with an upper-body 
injury. He didn’t return.  
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After each team killed a penalty off early in the second 
period, the Hurricanes opened up the floodgates with a pair 
of power-play goals. The first came from Svechnikov, who 
took advantage of a tripping on Mark Pysyk with a nasty 
forehand backhand move to beat Khudobin.  

Svechnikov received a stellar feed from Aho, and he used 
his dazzling stick skills to net his fourth goal of the young 
season. 

The Hurricanes stayed on the power play as Radek Faksa 
was called for interference during the Svechnikov goal, and 
Carolina made it 4-0 with another brilliant team effort on the 
power play. Necas delivered a phenomenal cross-ice pass to 
Dzingel, who roofed it for his second of the year. Following 
Dzingel’s goal, Khudobin was pulled for Oettinger.  

For the Stars, there was almost nothing going offensively 
during the second period. It took Dallas nearly 14 minutes to 

register its first shot on goal in the middle frame, and the 
Stars finished the frame with just two shots on goal despite 
going on the power play three times.  

The opening 10 minutes of the third period weren’t 
particularly fruitful for either team, with Dallas again taking 
about half a period to register its first shot on goal.  

The Stars broke through for a goal on their fifth power play of 
the evening, as Pavelski just six seconds into the man 
advantage after a slash was called on Aho. It was Dallas’ 
first shot of the period, and it came 9:36 into the frame.  

The Canes killed off another penalty to see out the win, 
moving to 2-0-0 inside of PNC Arena this year. The 
Hurricanes and Stars will run it back Sunday afternoon in the 
second leg of the back-to-back. Puck drop will be at 5 p.m.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Aho, Necas, Trocheck on win over Dallas 

Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho, Martin Necas and Vincent 
Trocheck spoke to the media following Saturday night’s win 
over the Dallas Stars.  

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec_Sawyer 

Despite again being without five lineup regulars, the Canes 
put forth another stellar performance Saturday night, topping 
the previously unbeaten Dallas Stars 4-1 at PNC Arena 
behind a two-goal night from Vincent Trocheck and great 
game on special teams.  

The Canes didn’t come out unscathed though, with Petr 
Mrazek and Max McCormick suffering what looked to be 
serious injuries.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Martin Necas and Sebastian 
Aho spoke to the media after the game, here’s a full 
breakdown of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the team’s past two performances: It’s been really good, 
obviously. The effort, I think is what’s been really special. I 
think everybody’s just digging in, really, to a man, and I think 
that’s propelled us to these last couple games, especially. 
We’re obviously short staffed and then we get an injury. It 
didn’t look good at the start, but the guys have just buckled 
down and we’re getting it done. 

On the injuries to Petr Mrazek and Max McCormick: They 
looked bad. When there’s no fans in the stands, too, 
something that you guys might not appreciate, being at 
home, but you can hear him screaming on the ice. When 
there’s fans, you don’t hear that noise. When it’s just dead 
silent and you hear a guy in pain on the ice, it’s not good. We 
thought [Mrazek’s injury] was worse. Obviously it’s still not 
good, but I can’t tell how long he’s going to be out for. With 
Max, the same thing. That one looked bad, was bad, I think 
he’ll be a lot longer. 

On possibly playing James Reimer again tomorrow: I think 
he had to come in and basically play the whole game, but I 
think he should be alright for tomorrow. 

On Vincent Trocheck: He’s been great. We had those games 
where Jordo was out and he had to step up there. And then 
now with all those guys out on our penalty kill, he’s been 
doing that. You can’t say enough about him. That center 
position, obviously, is so important. And then being able to 
play all the special roles, it’s huge for us. He’s been great. 
That’s one of the reasons we got the win tonight. He was 
really good again. 

On Sebastian Aho: He looks great. His pace has always 
been good, but early in some of the seasons, he’s been a 
little bit of a slow starter maybe. But early, from day one, he’s 
looked great. He seems to almost have another gear that 
has picked up. That’s obviously a good sign for us, and he’s 
a special player. He made a special play to Svech there, no 
doubt about it. 

On Steven Lorentz and if team chemistry is coming together: 
I think so. It’s easy to pull for that guy. So I think everyone 
watching was probably thinking the same thing. But yeah, 
you have to have that if you want to be successful. I think in 
these kinds of times with what we’re facing, having that 
close-knit group to battle for each other and that next-man-
up kind of philosophy, it gets tired to talk about it, probably, 
but there is a lot of truth to it. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On playing with skilled guys and being able to make plays: 
Yeah, we’ve got a lot of skill on this team. The nice thing 
about the skill players here is that they work their butts off. 
So, it makes it easier on me. Playing with [Martin Necas] and 
[Nino Niederreiter] tonight, they work really hard. They get 
the puck back. They make room for me. Obviously [Necas] 
has a lot of speed, a lot of talent. The play he made on the 
first goal was great vision. It’s just a matter of me getting into 
my spots. 

On the Hurricanes’ good start after the Mrazek injury: You 
never like to see a teammate go down like that, him and 
[Max McCormick] both going down in the first period. We 
were just trying to rally behind them and get the win for them. 
Obviously we came out flying after that.  
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On the success of the power play: Yeah, I’ve thought our 
power play has been good this whole start to the season. We 
move the puck really well, getting our looks. Like you said, it 
was just a matter of time before they started going in. If you 
keep getting chances, they are eventually going to fall. It was 
no different tonight. [Andrei Svechnikov], [Sebastian Aho] 
and [Dougie Hamilton] moving the puck really well. Me and 
[Jordan Staal] are just trying to cement ourselves in front of 
the net and look for loose pucks.  

On what it means to him to have the trust of Brind’Amour: It 
means a lot, especially coming from [Brind’Amour]. He 
played a long time in this league. He was a phenomenal 
player on both ends of the ice. To have his support and his 
trust, it means the world. With a guy like that, everybody on 
this team wants to play hard for him. 

Sebastian Aho 

On what it means to have two straight performances against 
two really good teams after being away for so long: For sure, 
the last couple of games have been one of the best teams in 
the league. It’s been a great challenge for us, especially now 
with a few guys out of the lineup. Some guys haven’t played 
in a year, and are starting to play in the NHL without having 
any preseason games. It’s been awesome to see those guys 
step up for us. It’s been huge for us. It’s good to see. We 
know so many things can change in this year with the COVID 

stuff, so there’s no excuses. We just look forward and keep 
building.  

On not getting distracted by the Mrazek injury: You hate to 
see that, your own guys goes down. And [McCormick] too, in 
the first period. It was a great response by the team. You 
really hate to see your own guys go down, but it is what it is. 
It was a good response.  

Martin Necas 

On getting four points in the last two games after all the 
adversity the team faced: Even though we had a really long 
break, I think we’ve played a really good two games so far. 
Even though we are missing some guys, the new guys came 
in and are playing great. We played two good games against 
really good teams, and let’s just continue tomorrow.  

On what Trocheck brings to their line: He’s a good player. 
Everybody knows that he has the skill. Finally we are finding 
some chemistry, it seems like. We’ve just got to keep 
building on that. Hopefully we’re going to keep scoring more 
and more goals, just like today.  

On if he saw Mrazek after the game and on how he is: Yeah, 
I saw him. It seems like it is better than it looked like. It didn’t 
look good from the bench, from what I saw. I don’t really 
know what is going to happen. But it seems like, when I 
talked to him, that it is better than what it looked like.

  

About last night: Trocheck, special teams come up big in win over Stars 

The Canes fired on cylinders in their third straight win. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Despite once again missing five lineup regulars, the 
Hurricanes kept it rolling Saturday night, topping the 
previously unbeaten Dallas Stars 4-1 for their third straight 
win.  

There was a lot to like, including big nights offensively for 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and 
others, and a great game on special teams. The win came at 
a cost, however, as the team suffered a pair of injuries in the 
first period.  

Let’s take a look at some key takeaways from Carolina’s 
fourth victory of the season:  

Injury bug bites 

The factor every team must deal with this season is COVID-
19, and the Canes have already faced their fair share of 
issues there, with six different regulars being forced to miss 
time already. 

But that doesn’t mean normal injuries slow down, as the 
Canes found out Saturday night with several players getting 
dinged up. Most returned, but two didn’t.  

Forward Max McCormick was boarded (though no penalty 
was called) by Blake Comeau in the first period on a scary-
looking play and did not return.  

Earlier in the game, in the more troubling of the two injuries, 
McCormick collided with goalie Petr Mrazek, who left the 
game with what looked like an injury to his blocker hand. 

James Reimer came into the game and did what was 
needed, and has proven himself more than capable in his 
time in Carolina.  

However, especially in this compressed schedule, Mrazek, 
who’s been superb to start the year, missing a significant 
amount of time would be devastating for the Canes.  

Brind’Amour said after the game that while Mrazek’s injury 
looked worse than it was, it’s still “not good,” and he can’t 
say how long he’ll be out. McCormick’s injury “Looked bad, 
was bad,” and Brind’Amour said he’ll be out “a lot longer.” 

Special teams stay hot 

The Canes’ special teams units were phenomenal in this 
one, and one of the biggest reasons for their emphatic 
victory.  

We’ll start with the unit that’s been just about flawless in two 
games since returning: the penalty kill. One would figure that, 
with five key penalty killers out in Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele, it would 
behoove the Canes to stay out of the box against two of the 
best offensive teams in the league.  

Despite that, the Canes have gone shorthanded nine times 
over the two games against the Lightning and Stars. Despite 
that, the penalty kill has been lights out, going 8 for 9 over 
the two games and starting 7 for 7, only allowing a goal with 
the game already in hand against a Dallas team that came in 
leading the NHL with a 53% success rate on the power play. 
Different players, such as rookie Steven Lorentz and Martin 
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Necas, normally known for his offensive prowess, have been 
forced to contribute on the penalty kill, and excelled.  

Now for the power play. 

Despite the Canes going 0 for 3 on the power play against 
Tampa Bay, Brind’Amour said Saturday morning he thought 
the power play was good, and generated grade-A chances 
without the results.  

The results were there Saturday. The Canes tickled the twine 
three times in five opportunities up a man, starting with the 
second of two Trocheck (more on him in a bit) goals in the 
first period, as the center knocked in a rebound off a net-
mouth scramble.  

Then, in the second period, the Canes scored back-to-back 
power-play goals to go up 4-0 and completely take over the 
game.  

On the first, Andrei Svechnikov took a slick feed from 
Sebastian Aho, who had two assists cut to the net and beat 
Anton Khudobin on a gorgeous feed. Dallas took a penalty 
on that sequence that put the Canes right back up a man, 
and they rolled out their second power-play unit.  

That group followed up an excellent shift featuring strong 
puck movement and looks with a beautiful cross-ice pass 
from Martin Necas (the second of two primary assists for 
him) to Ryan Dzingel, who roofed a shot.  

Carolina currently ranks sixth on the season in penalty-kill 
success rate and ninth on the power play. If the Canes can 
get this kind of play from their special teams all season, look 
out.  

“I’ve thought our power play has been good this whole start 
to the season,” Trocheck said. “We move the puck really 
well, getting our looks. Like you said, it was just a matter of 
time before they started going in. If you keep getting 
chances, they are eventually going to fall. It was no different 
tonight. [Andrei Svechnikov], [Sebastian Aho] and [Dougie 
Hamilton] moving the puck really well. Me and [Jordan Staal] 
are just trying to cement ourselves in front of the net and look 
for loose pucks.” 

Trocheck continues great start 

Coming into the season, one of the biggest X factors that 
would determine if the Canes would be a good or great team 
was the play of Trocheck. If he could start getting back to the 
level of play he showed a couple years ago in Florida before 
injuries derailed him and be an effective top-six center, it 
would give the Canes another dependable scoring line 
behind the Aho line and make the forward group that much 
more dangerous.  

So far so good on that front. Trocheck finished tonight’s 
game with two goals, both coming early in the first period, 
and has four on the season. Beyond that, he’s looked like a 
good fit, contributed at both ends of the ice, on both special 
teams and played like the player the Canes thought they 
were getting at last year’s trade deadline.  

“He’s been great,” Brind’Amour said. “We had those games 
where Jordo was out and he had to step up there. And then 
now with all those guys out on our penalty kill, he’s been 
doing that. You can’t say enough about him. That center 
position, obviously, is so important. And then being able to 
play all the special roles, it’s huge for us. He’s been great. 
That’s one of the reasons we got the win tonight. He was 
really good again.” 

Trocheck said Friday morning he’s starting to feel 
comfortable in Carolina, and he looks it. If he can keep this 
up, the Canes will be that much harder to defend.  

Defensive dominance 

Without their best defensive defenseman in Jaccob Slavin, 
the Hurricanes faced off against one of the best offensive 
teams in the league and... completely stymied them.  

Carolina outshot Dallas 26-11, and held the Stars to just five 
shots combined over the final two periods (just one in the 
second). Reimer wasn’t asked to do much, and really didn’t 
face anything in the way of a high-danger chance, especially 
at even strength.  

Dallas’ lone goal came on the power play, and the 
Hurricanes allowed just five 5-on-5 shots.  

The results the Canes have been able to achieve without 
some of their best players have been something to behold, 
and should inspire a lot of hope for what this team can 
accomplish at full strength.

  

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article248901719.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248895874.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/01/hurricanes-dominate-stars-lose-mrazek-mccormick-to-injury/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-vincent-trocheck-canes-hand-stars-their-first-loss/c-320884038 
https://www.nhl.com/news/dallas-stars-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-320706822 

https://apnews.com/article/sports-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-petr-mrazek-james-reimer-bdebe2c3ec1f86230d37a9006ee32067 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/30/22258408/trocheck-propels-canes-to-big-win-over-stars 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/30/22258504/carolina-hurricanes-dallas-stars-martin-necas-rod-brindamour-vincent-trocheck-sebastian-aho 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/1/31/22258541/carolina-hurricanes-power-play-penalty-kill-dallas-stars-vincent-trocheck-andrei-svechnikov 
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Hurricanes skate past Stars 4-1 after goalie Petr Mrazek leaves with 
injury early 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 30, 2021 06:41 PM  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes continue to deal with early season adversity. 
And, for now, deal with it well. 

The Canes on Saturday had starting goalie Petr Mrazek leave the game 
with an apparent hand or wrist injury, clutching his arm in pain. Later, 
forward Max McCormick, the player who collided in the net with Mrazek, 
left with a shoulder injury. 

But the Canes again showed resilience, staying on the attack and skating 
past the Dallas Stars 4-1 at PNC Arena. James Reimer took over for 
Mrazek in net. Vincent Trocheck had a pair of first-period goals, and 
Andrei Svechnikov and Ryan Dzingel scored on second-period power 
plays for the Canes (4-1-0), ending the night for Stars goalie Anton 
Khudobin. 

“the guys are buckling down and getting it done,” Canes coach Rod 
BrindAmour said on the postgame media call. 

They did it Saturday after Mrazek went out 2:47 into the game. Mrazek, 
after a 32-save shutout Thursday against Tampa Bay, the 2020 Stanley 
Cup champion, was all set to face the other team that reached the 2020 
Cup final. 

And then he was gone. 

Brind’Amour said after the game that he did not know how long Mrazek 
might be sidelined. Forward Martin Necas, asked about his fellow Czech, 
said the injury might be “better than it looked like.” And it did look — and 
sound — bad. 

“When there are no fans in the stands ... you can hear him screaming on 
the ice,” Brind’Amour said. “When there are fans you don’t hear that 
noise. When it’s dead silent and you hear a guy in pain on the ice it’s not 
good.” 

McCormick was crunched in the boards later in the first. His injury, 
Brind’Amour said, “Looked bad, was bad. I think he’ll be out a lot longer.” 

Despite playing nearly the entire game, Reimer should be able to go 
again Sunday when the Canes and Stars face off again at 5 p.m., 
Brind’Amour said, adding, “I don’t know that he was overly stressed.” 

Not by the Stars. Playing with forwards Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin out 
of their lineup, the Stars found little shooting room and managed 11 shots 
in the game. Dallas (4-1-0) had negligible five-on-five offense, the Stars’ 
goal coming on a Joe Pavelski power-play goal in the third after the 
Canes had built a 4-0 lead. 

The Canes again played without five regulars in the lineup because of 
COVID-19 issues. Some good news for the Canes was that defenseman 

Jaccob Slavin and forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and 
Warren Foegele all are off the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list and skated 
Saturday before the team practice and are closer to getting back. Only 
forward Jesper Fast remains on the protocol list. 

“It brings some energy for everyone seeing those guys again,” center 
Sebastian Aho said. 

The Canes again won with what Brind’Amour called a team closeness 
and a “next-man-up” mentality. Trocheck scored at even strength — 
rookie forward Steven Lorentz earning his first NHL point with an assist 
— and then on the power play off a Jordan Staal pass. He also earned 
an assist on the goal by Svechnikov, who beat Khudobin with a smooth 
forehand-to-backhand move after taking an Aho pass. 

“The skill players here work their butts off, so it makes it easy on me,” 
Trocheck said. 

Dzingel benefited from a well-placed pass from Necas, who scored the 
overtime winner Thursday against Tampa Bay as the Canes ended a 
long layoff caused by COVID-19 issues. Necas and Aho both finished 
with two assists. 

It was a chippy game at times. Brind’Amour fumed on the bench over a 
few calls and no-calls. The Stars’ John Klingberg put a big hit on 
defenseman Jake Bean that briefly forced Bean out of the game. 

Khudobin beat the Canes twice last season with a 1.00 goals-against 
average and .970 save percentage and had a 6-1-1 career record 
against his former team. He had a short night Saturday after allowing four 
goals on 16 shots and could be back again Sunday. 

“For sure the last couple of games have (been against) two of the best 
teams in the league,” Aho said. “It’s been a great challenge for us, 
especially when there’s been a few guys out of the the lineup and some 
guys just starting to play in the NHL. It’s been awesome to see those 
guys step up.” 
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A Hurricanes Look Back: Grading the 2015 Draft Class 

 

January 30, 2021  

by Alex Ohari 

 

Today we continue with the grading of prior Canes draft classes, after 
reviewing the 2014 class earlier in the week. A horrible 2014-15 season 
resulted in a top-5 pick for the team, and a bit of a sell-off at the trade 
deadline gave the team 9 picks on draft day, which was tied for their 
most selections since 1998. 

With four picks in the top 100, it was essential for a rebuilding franchise 
to capitalize on their opportunity. The 2015 class as a whole was quite 
deep and, considering the Canes’ shallow prospect pool at the time, I 
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was really invested in this draft class. I knew the team had a chance to 
change their misfortunes of years prior…but did they? Let’s take a look at 
the class in its entirety. 

First Round 

Fifth Overall: D Noah Hanifin 

Let’s be honest, Hanifin’s tenure in Raleigh is a super tricky one to 
evaluate. He showed real promise at times but his progression was 
always marred by inconsistencies on the mental side of the game, which 
leaves the optic of his overall body of work as a Hurricane extremely 
blurry in hindsight. Different perspectives will have different opinions on 
him. But let’s be totally clear, he was not and is not a bust.  

When Hanifin was on his game, he was a joy to watch. His ability as a 
skater almost made you fall into a trance while watching him. An 
absolutely effortless stride, combined with his puck-moving ability should 
have made him a legitimate force. I will never forget this game-winning 
stretch pass in transition during his rookie season, which led me to 
believe he would be an absolute stud: 

Unfortunately, lost in all the potential for Hanifin was his lack of 
awareness, especially in his own zone. His lack of physicality, IQ and a 
case of tunnel-vision on the defensive side of the puck held him back, 
and he never really progressed beyond the third-pairing on the Canes’ 
depth chart. The swift emergence of both Brett Pesce and Jaccob Slavin, 
seemingly out of nowhere, really limited Hanifin’s role and overall growth 
as a player. 

When Don Waddell took command in 2018, the new regime obviously 
didn’t consider Hanifin a key piece to the future, and he was traded in the 
deal that brought Dougie Hamilton to Raleigh. That trade has aged 
wonderfully for the Canes and will age even better if Dougie re-signs this 
offseason. Meanwhile, Hanifin has been plagued by the same issues in 
Calgary, while Dougie has become a vital piece of the success in 
Carolina. 

There’s a lot of factors at play when grading the Hanifin pick. He was the 
unanimous pick at the time (though I was always higher on Ivan 
Provorov). I’ll break it down like this: he was a top-5 pick who was rushed 
to the NHL, and in three years didn’t emerge as a top-four D. He was 
then used as an asset in a trade that seriously benefitted the team in the 
short, and hopefully long-term. But alas, he was drafted to be the future 
of the Canes’ defense, which (clearly) never materialized. 

Grade: You Decide. 

Second Round 

35th Overall: C Sebastian Aho 

It’s still hilarious to look back at how this pick was received on draft day. 
There was confusion amongst the hockey world if the Canes had (or 
meant) to select the defenseman Sebastian Aho, he of the same name, 
who’s now with the New York Islanders. Most scouts and draft analysts 
had our Aho ranked as a fourth-round talent or even later, and this pick 
was considered by many to be a reach at the time. Oh, how times have 
changed. 

First off, kudos to Ron Francis and the scouting staff for identifying Aho. 
After pick 35, they knew they weren’t on the board again until early in the 
fourth round – a span of almost 60 picks – so they went “off the board” 
for Aho, to ensure they wouldn’t miss out on him. It’s also very likely that 
Francis and Co. had Aho higher in their rankings than most scouts did, 
so props to them for that as well. 

As history suggests, Aho has turned out to be a home-run pick. From that 
class, he’s currently top-5 in both games played and points, and is top-
three in goals, behind only Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel – who went 
first and second overall. Pretty good for a guy who was confused with a 
defenseman, I’d say. 

I would go as far as to say that drafting Aho in this spot was the best 
move Francis made in his tenure. Hitting the jackpot on a pick like this 

one is game-changing for a franchise, and Aho has obviously been a 
major part of the team’s resurgence. Even if they selected him at fifth 
overall (where they took Hanifin) this pick would be a win. An unearthed 
gem, and an undebatable top-notch grade. 

Grade: A+ 

Fourth Round 

93rd Overall: G Callum Booth 

After not having a third-round selection, the Canes opted to select 
netminder Booth with their first of two fourth-round picks. He was coming 
off a relatively successful season with Quebec in the QMJHL and had 
good size (6-foot-4, 190 pounds) for a goaltender at the pro level. He had 
quite a stellar junior career, culminated with a deep playoff run after a 
trade to Saint John’s. This led to high expectations for Booth, especially 
considering the team’s lack of prospects at the position. 

But as history suggests, things never manifested for him after turning pro. 
He was unable to find a steady role in the Canes’ organization and 
bounced between the AHL and ECHL levels for the entirety of his three-
year entry-level deal. With very little progression made, the team elected 
to not qualify him last summer in his first year of restricted free agency, 
which led to Booth’s swift departure from the club. 

Though he showed promise at various stages of his development, it’s fair 
to say Booth was a bust of a pick. Over three full seasons, he started just 
11 games at the AHL level for Charlotte, and he eventually fell so far 
down the depth chart that he was loaned away after being supplanted as 
the back-up in Greensville. In a decade littered with questions 
surrounding Hurricanes goaltending, Booth was never able to provide an 
answer. 

Grade: F 

96th Overall: C Nicolas Roy 

At the time, getting Roy in the fourth round was a very intriguing addition 
for the Canes. Just two years prior, Roy was the #1 overall pick in the 
QMJHL Junior Entry Draft, chosen ahead of players such as Thomas 
Chabot, Anthony Beauvillier and Julien Gauthier. His production never 
really took off during his first two years in the Q, and the hope for 
Carolina was that he was a player that had yet to realize his serious 
potential. 

No. 55 Nicolas Roy (Jonathan Roy/Quebec Remparts) 

After being drafted, Roy unleashed havoc for Chicoutimi as an 18-year 
old. He led the QMJHL in 2015-16 with 48 goals and played a strong, 
power game that showed off why he was once such a highly-touted 
prospect. In his final junior season, he emerged as a leader, captaining 
his team and leading them on a long playoff run. He also played a critical 
role for Team Canada at the 2017 World Juniors and looked to be a 
player really on the rise. 

Despite developing in Charlotte for two years and showing steady 
progression, Roy became another victim of the new Don Waddell regime 
and was shipped off to Vegas in the summer of 2019, for forward Erik 
Haula. The trade seemed like a home-run at the time but has aged super 
poorly. Haula lasted just 41 games in Raleigh, while Roy has emerged as 
a valuable contributor for the Knights. 

Still just 23 and seemingly a late-bloomer at every level, it’s entirely 
possible (and likely) that Roy’s best days are ahead of him. Waddell 
obviously had a different vision, but suffice to say Roy is a legitimate NHL 
player who hasn’t reached his ceiling yet. Despite not being a Cane 
anymore, the upside of this pick was phenomenal, and Francis did a 
great job getting this kind of value in the fourth-round. 

Grade: A- 

Fifth Round 

126th Overall: F Luke Stevens 
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“Luke Stevens was easily one of the tallest and most physical players in 
the prep school ranks when the Hurricanes selected him in 2015. It led to 
some successes at that level, but Stevens struggled when his 
competition became faster and, well…taller. Stevens struggled to find 
any sort of offensive consistency with Yale and it led to him missing 
stretches of games. Stevens was a weak skater and only saw marginal 
improvements over the course of his time in the organization, which 
contributed to his lack of success with Yale. A 6-foot-5 forward with as 
long of a stride as Stevens had should be able to dominate shifts at the 
NCAA level, and I never got that sense while watching Stevens play.” 

Steven’s stalled progression led to the organization parting ways with him 
last summer, when they elected not to sign him to an entry-level deal. His 
father is former NHLer Kevin Stevens, who is now a scout with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. So, they gave Stevens an entry-level deal in 
August, and he’s now set to play for their AHL team Wilkes-Barre when 
their season starts.  

Will he have an NHL future? Who knows, but it won’t be in Raleigh. And 
because of that, I can’t give a positive grade to a pick who never signed 
with the organization – much less played even a game for them – despite 
how intriguing Stevens may have been at one time or another. 

Grade: F 

138th Overall: F Spencer Smallman 

Another pick from the QMJHL, the qualities that Francis saw in Smallman 
were obvious. He has good size at 6-foot-2 and 200 pounds, could play 
in all situations and is a total character player. He works hard, he’s gritty, 
he’s smart and he’s efficient. He’s a leader, and he has all the qualities 
you look for in a bottom-six NHL forward. Smallman captained Saint 
John’s in the QMJHL for two seasons and led them on a long playoff run 
in 2017 to finish off his junior career.  

After turning pro, things could not have gone much worse for him. An 
injury in his first ECHL training camp sidelined him for a majority of the 
season, but he came back strong, finishing with 29 points in 33 games 
(including playoffs) for the Florida Everblades in 2017-18. He moved up 
to the AHL the following year, but tore his ACL after just 12 games and 
was ruled out for the season. Two massive setbacks in his development 
in two straight seasons. 

Spencer Smallman (David Connell/Saint John Sea Dogs) 

Now 24, there’s still a long road ahead for Smallman. The Hurricanes re-
signed him to a one-year deal in October (which surprised me), and he’ll 
spend the year trying to get back on track with the Chicago Wolves. The 
Canes’ AHL merger with the Nashville Predators could complicate things 
for him, as he’ll be in a heated competition for ice-time. 

Reasonably, at this stage, I think it’s hard to envision Smallman 
becoming an NHL regular. His tough injury situations have just stolen too 
much time from his development. For his future, I think he can become a 
key player for an AHL team eventually, and I would never bet against a 
kid with his character. But I can’t help but wonder how much better this 
pick grade would be had he stayed healthy. 

Grade: C 

Sixth Round 

156th Overall: D Jake Massie 

Not much to see here. Not even three months after being drafted, the 
Canes shipped Massie to Chicago in the deal that acquired Joakim 
Nordstrom and Kris Versteeg. He played at the University of Vermont for 
three years, until summer 2019, when he bailed out on his senior season 
and turned pro. Chicago elected not to sign him, and he eventually 
latched on with the Florida Panthers. 

With only 29 games of AHL experience for Massie at age 24, it’s tough to 
see Massie emerging as anything more than a depth option. He lacks 
any real dynamic element to his game, and I don’t think he’ll be a guy 

that the Canes look back on eventually and regret moving on from so 
soon. 

Grade: F 

169th Overall: C David Cotton 

Cotton has been an intriguing prospect in the organization for a long 
while now, as his production steadily improved while at Boston College. 
Despite some chatter that he might not sign in Carolina, Cotton, along 
with his brother Jason, inked his entry-level deal with the team in March 
2020. I talked to Ryan Henkel(@RyanHenkel_) of Canes Country for a bit 
of a breakdown on Cotton: 

“[Cotton’s] biggest attributes are his size and shot. Can skate well and 
has good defensive awareness too.  I’d say he could make the team in 2-
3 years if he sticks around, but as a fourth-line option. He’d earn a spot if 
he works hard enough and would be a bottom of the lineup guy, but 
could be a cheap option should the Canes be [tight on] cap space later 
on. Hard to see much for him past that with the depth the Canes have 
been adding.” 

– Ryan Henkel, Canes Country. 

I would agree with that assessment. Cotton’s got some NHL qualities for 
sure, but a stacked prospect group and tough competition surrounding 
him could complicate his path to the Canes’ lineup. He’s got soft hands 
around the net and natural goal-scoring ability, and with his size (6-foot-
3, 200 pounds), he’s definitely an interesting player. Undoubtedly, the 
jury is still out on him, as he’s yet to play a pro game. But regardless of 
how he turns out, this was a high-upside pick, and nice value late in the 
draft. 

Grade: TBD 

Seventh Round 

186th Overall: F Steven Lorentz 

On Lorentz, I deferred my opinion to my good friend Brandon Stanley 
(@bwstanley26) of Tracking The Storm (@TTS_Pod), who’s always 
been a huge believer in Lorentz. Here’s what he had to say about him: 

“His game is predicated on his size, reach, relentless motor, and skating 
ability. He may not have the most picturesque stride you’ve ever seen, 
but his 6-foot-4 frame lends itself to long strides and the ability to get on 
top of defenders on the forecheck or to the outside on the rush with ease. 
He also has one of the most active sticks I’ve seen from a forward, which 
lets him constantly create havoc on the penalty kill. His active stick 
defensively almost kind of reminds me of Jaccob Slavin, but obviously a 
forward version; the way he’s constantly harassing puck carriers, lifting 
their sticks, otherwise stripping them of the puck, and taking it the other 
way. 

Nothing I can find tracks takeaway leaders in the AHL, but Lorentz had to 
be amongst the leaders last year. He’s simply a menace that’s tough to 
get any space or time against. The offensive growth in his game – he has 
a sneaky good shot and showed some real skill in tight spaces – that led 
to his breakout season [last season] and sold me on him as an NHL 
player. He’s answered questions and disproved doubters every step of 
the way, and at this stage, it’s probably silly to doubt he’ll even out-play 
my bullish projections on him. But he is 24, so he needs to get his 
chance this year and acclimate himself. I’d bet it happens, and he 
becomes a bottom-six and PK mainstay for the Hurricanes moving 
forward.” 

– Brandon Stanley, TTS Canes Podcast. 

Quite high praise. In summary, Lorentz was a seventh-round pick so 
expectations were never high, but he’s really developed the right way 
and come along to the point he’s on the cusp of a legit NHL opportunity. 
He played fantastic in his NHL debut against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
last night, and the future ahead looks bright for him as a bottom-six 
NHLer. As of now, he’s one of only five players from the 2015 seventh-
round to make his NHL debut, and there’s more in store for him. 
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Grade: B+ (with chance to improve) 

Recap 

In hindsight, Aho definitely saved this draft for the Canes, and without 
him, this was not a strong class for the Canes. He was arguably the steal 
of the draft (and amongst the biggest steals in the decade. Beyond him, 
Hanifin has played a role in the team’s future, and we’ve yet to see the 
best from guys like Lorentz and Cotton, so there were some other 
positives. There were also some whiffs along the way, but that’s 
expected. Overall, I’d think they’d be pretty happy with this class as a 
whole. 

Grade: B+ 
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Hurricanes turn tables on Stars with special teams scoring barrage 
ending Dallas’ unbeaten streak 

 

By Chuck Carlton 

8:57 PM on Jan 30, 2021 CST 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes did to the Stars what the Stars had done to their 
opponents through four games. 

A dominating power play and tight defense combined to give Carolina a 
4-1 victory Saturday at PNC Arena. The Stars (4-1-0) were playing their 
first true road game in almost 11 months. 

Instead Carolina (4-1-0) scored three power-play goals en route to the 
win — including two in a decisive 1:39 span of the second period — in 
the first of eight meetings under the NHL’s reworked COVID-19 
schedule. 

Little went right for the Stars, who were outshot 26-11 and managed just 
two shots in the second period. 

“Tough night, obviously. They were good. We weren’t,” forward Joe 
Pavelski said. “We knew it was going to be a tough game. We’ve got to 
produce a little bit more, we’ve got be a little better, a little harder.” 

After the Stars misfired on their first four power-play opportunities, 
Pavelski scored at the netfront in the third period. It was Pavelski’s fifth 
goal, with four coming with the man advantage. 

Goaltender Anton Khudobin allowed four goals on 14 shots before being 
replaced by rookie Jake Oettinger midway through the second period. 
Coach Rick Bowness blamed the defense in front of Khudobin. 

“A little bit of everything,” Bowness said, trying to explain the loss. “We 
had nobody home. Jake was great when we put him in. Other than that, 
there’s not one guy that I’m not going to sit here and tell you played well.” 

Asked about the lack of shots, Bowness pointed to the Stars not taking 
shots that were there. 

“Clearly, we passed up way too many shots early in the game and it kept 
going as the game went on,” Bowness said. “If you come out with a 
shooting mentality, it continues through the game. If you come out 
looking to make plays that aren’t there and you’re turning pucks over, 
then that continues through the game.” 

Not even the return of forwards Roope Hintz (lower-body injury) and 
Blake Comeau (COVID-19 protocols) could boost the Stars, although 
Hintz rang a shot off the post on a power play. 

“We were a step behind,” Comeau said. “We didn’t generate much.” 

Bowness said he was hopeful about captain Jamie Benn (lower-body 
injury) returning Sunday after a four-game absence. 

Already with a two-goal lead, Carolina took full control on consecutive 
power-play goals in the second period. 

Andrei Svechnikov beat Khudobin with a backhand followed by a Ryan 
Dzingel score from the right circle. 

The Stars trailed 2-0 after the first period. The Hurricanes converted on 
two of their first four shots, with center Vincent Trocheck getting both 
goals. 

Carolina managed to build the lead despite losing two players. 

Goaltender Petr Mrazek suffered an apparent arm injury after he was run 
into by teammate Max McCormick early in the first period. He was 
replaced by James Reimer. Later McCormick left the game after taking a 
hard hit by Comeau. 

“They made us look bad tonight,” Bowness said, looking ahead to 
Sunday. “We just need a better effort from everybody.” 

On the road again: The Stars were playing their first true road game 
since March 5 at Nashville. 

To end last season, the Stars played in the Edmonton bubble all the way 
to the Stanley Cup Final. The Stars’ first four games this season were at 
American Airlines Center after an early four-game road trip was 
postponed because of COVID-19. 

Yes, there’s an adjustment with the Stars scheduled to play Sunday in 
Carolina as well. 

“There’s nothing normal about this road trip,” Bowness said, chuckling. 
“It’s totally different from the bubble. The way the league has set it up 
with these back-to-back games is certainly going to help us, everyone. 
Again, playing before empty stands and the restrictions that we have in 
terms of what we’re doing away from the rink. … 

“This is an abnormal season, as we all know.” 

After limited fan attendance at home, the Stars played at an empty PNC 
Arena in Raleigh. 

“We need to find what we did when we were in the bubble and create 
that emotion on our own,” Comeau said, “and each guy has to take upon 
themselves to find what they need to get to play their best.” 

Shaking off the rust: Comeau, who hadn’t played in a game since 
September, admitted to being rusty with two hits in 10:57 of playing time. 

“I know I have to be better than that,” Comeau said, detailing what he 
went through with COVID-19. “I had some symptoms that caught me 
pretty good the first three or four days, you know, a cough and tough 
breathing and stuff like that. I’m glad to be back with the guys.” 
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Stars RW Blake Comeau added to active roster vs. Hurricanes 

 

By Chuck Carlton 

1:57 PM on Jan 30, 2021 CST 
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Update: The Stars have added right wing Blake Comeau to the active 
roster before tonight’s game at Carolina. Comeau hasn’t played this 
season after a stint on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

ORIGINAL STORY FOLLOWS 

Stars coach Rick Bowness expressed hope about the possible return of 
Roope Hintz, Jamie Benn and Blake Comeau to the lineup for Saturday’s 
game at Carolina. 

Bowness said all three were game-time decisions after the morning 
skate. 

”We’re hoping two of them play but we’ll make that determination 
tonight,” Bowness said. 

Hintz and Benn had been sidelined by lower-body injuries while Comeau 
has been on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

Bowness expects Benn to be ready whenever he returns after an 
impressive training camp by the Stars captain.”He worked so hard in the 
offseason,” Benn said. “He was flying in training camp before the injury. 
When he gets back on the ice, we expect the same again.” 

Briefly: The Stars will be playing their first true road game since March 5 
in Nashville. ... Anton Khudobin will get the star in goal, Bowness said. 
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Stars 20/20: Dallas goalies don’t get much help in first loss of season 

 

By Saad Yousuf  

Jan 30, 2021   

 

The Dallas Stars suffered their first loss of the season, falling 4-1 to the 
Hurricanes in Carolina on Saturday. 

Here are 10 observations: 

1. The Stars’ skaters let the team down. 

It’ll go down as four goals allowed against Anton Khudobin and will 
certainly put a dent in his league-leading save percentage he had coming 
into the game but this was not on the Russian netminder. 

“It was all the play in front of him,” coach Rick Bowness said. “Simple as 
that. I don’t blame Anton. It was the five guys in front of him, the four 
guys on the penalty kill. We just didn’t play very smart and we didn’t play 
hard enough.” 

“He’s been great. He was solid tonight,” center Joe Pavelski said. “There 
were a couple of power-play goals in there. It was just the momentum, 
we could never get it and sustain it. … We hung our goalies out there 
today and we’ve got to be better tomorrow.” 

Khudobin faced 16 shots and allowed four goals. Three of those goals 
came on the power play while one was at even strength. In a lot of ways, 
this game had some shades of Game 5 against the Colorado Avalanche 
in the bubble when Ben Bishop tried to return on the second night of a 
back-to-back. At that point, Bishop’s injury was the easy culprit to point 
to, but in reality, the players in front of him failed the goaltender. It wasn’t 
quite as bad Saturday in Carolina but the same conceptually. 

2. The Stars beat the Detroit Red Wings 7-3 on Thursday, but the Red 
Wings had the 7-3 edge in power-play opportunities. After the game, 
Bowness addressed the issue of taking too many penalties. Four of them 
came in the offensive zone and Dallas had taken two avoidable penalties 

for too many men on the ice during changes. Bowness said the average 
of five penalties per game through the first four games was too many, 
particularly for their back-to-back situation in Carolina. 

“You don’t want to overtax anyone, and when you’re killing that many 
penalties, your penalty killers are playing a lot of hard minutes, 
particularly your defense and goaltending,” Bowness said after 
Saturday’s morning skate. “We’ve got to stay out of the box. We need 
more discipline, there’s no question about that.” 

The Stars took five penalties against the Hurricanes and it cost them in 
the way of three power-play goals. The penalty kill looked off from the 
start, giving Carolina wide-open passing lanes and leaving Khudobin 
vulnerable. It’s also worth noting, not all penalties are equal. In the 
second period, Ty Dellandrea took a tripping penalty as he tried to keep 
the puck in the zone at the end of a power play. You could make a case 
for wanting Dellandrea to just get back and defend, but the effort instincts 
kicked in and he was already diving on the ice, trying to make a play on 
the puck. If he doesn’t trip Vincent Trocheck there, it’s a two-on-one the 
other way and could have led to a 3-0 deficit. Instead, the Stars were 
able to kill off the penalty with Dellandrea in the box. 

“Throughout a game, there are times, like if you’re on a rush and turn one 
over or you get caught going a certain way and the puck is going the 
other way, those are opportunities to take penalties,” Pavelski said. “But 
you’ve got to be disciplined. Tonight, I actually thought we did a better job 
of it, for how we played. They were on us and we didn’t have a lot of 
zone time. … But yeah, you just can’t take them. You’ve got to be smart, 
you’ve got to be disciplined and you’ve got to skate.” 

3. Khudobin’s legacy was already established in Dallas, but Saturday 
night officially initiated him as a Dallas Star above all. It was his 67th start 
in a Stars uniform, making it the most games he’s started for an NHL 
franchise. In doing so, he broke a tie, coincidentally, with the Hurricanes, 
where he had started 66 games in two seasons from 2013-15. 

The Russian goaltender had been an NHL journeyman prior to settling in 
with the Stars in 2018. Dallas is his fifth NHL stop. Khudobin began his 
career in Minnesota (four starts), had two stints in Boston (combined 58 
starts), played those two seasons in Carolina (66 starts) and had a year 
in Anaheim (seven starts). 

4. “Jake (Oettinger) was great when we put him in. Other than that, 
there’s not one guy that I’m going to sit here and say played well,” 
Bowness said. 

After Carolina scored its fourth goal midway through the second period, 
Bowness pulled Khudobin in favor of Oettinger. The rookie goaltender 
made his first NHL start Thursday but he’s actually kind of experienced 
when it comes to being called upon for mop-up duty and he performs 
quite well in the tough circumstances. Oettinger was asked to come in 
twice during the bubble, one in a 3-0 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights in 
the conference finals and once in a 5-2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in the Stanley Cup Final. He faced five and three shots and kept the puck 
out of the net in those games. Saturday, he saw 10 shots in almost 30 
minutes and managed to keep a clean sheet. Bowness wouldn’t say 
whether Sunday’s net would be managed by Oettinger or Khudobin, who 
had a short night because of no fault of his own. 

5. I made quite a few trips down to Cedar Park last year to watch 
Oettinger as he became the No. 1 goalie for the Texas Stars. He looked 
good as the season progressed, but it was also pretty obvious he was a 
first-round pick because he could fall back on raw talent to keep pucks 
out of the net. Watching him through training camp and then in his two 
appearances this season, I see there’s a fairly obvious difference in how 
much he’s improved technically in moving within the crease. 

6. This was the kind of game that was bound to bring out some strong 
reaction. The cup-half-full crowd probably thinks it’s good for the Stars to 
be served some humble pie after flying high the first four games against 
lesser opponents. The cup-half-empty folks are probably throwing their 
hands up and saying this is just inevitable whenever the Stars aren’t 
playing against Nashville’s penalty kill or the Detroit Red Wings. 
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Reality is somewhere in the middle of those two lines of thinking. It’s just 
half a cup of water. The Stars are fine and they’re getting roster pieces 
back. But they have some issues that need to be corrected if they’re 
going to compete with the better teams in this division and then around 
the league. Both things can be true at the same time. 

7. One thing that absolutely needs to change in the worst way is shot 
frequency. Saturday, they took 11 shots in the game and that actually 
makes it sound better than what it was. Dallas took four shots at even 
strength and they all came in the first period. The Stars went the final 45 
minutes and 47 seconds without even registering a single shot on goal at 
even strength. They put two shots on goal in the second period and three 
in the third, all on the power play. 

“When a guy has a clear shot at the net and he passes the puck, it’s got 
nothing to do with the system,” Bowness said. “It’s the player making the 
wrong decision. We made a lot of wrong decisions. I saw guys wide 
open, all they had to do was put it on the net.” 

Bowness is right, and this has actually been the case, at times, during 
the first four games as well. But a few seven-goal outings and four wins 
will mask that. Sometimes it really is just as simple as putting shots on 
the net to give the team a chance. 

8. The Stars did have a flicker of positivity on offense, courtesy of a 
power-play goal by Pavelski in the third period. 

Again, that only happens because John Klingberg shoots the puck. The 
Stars have to be comfortable taking good chances instead of always 
trying to create great ones. 

9. The Stars got Blake Comeau and Roope Hintz back in the lineup. 
Jamie Benn (lower body) was a game-time decision but did not play. 
Here’s the lineup the Stars rolled out: 

Jason Dickinson — Roope Hintz — Denis Gurianov 

Tanner Kero — Joe Pavelski — Alexander Radulov 

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Ty Dellandrea 

Nicholas Caamano — Justin Dowling — Blake Comeau 

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen 

Andrej Sekera — Mark Pysyk 

Anton Khudobin 

The Hurricanes countered with this: 

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Brock McGinn 

Nino Niederreiter — Vincent Trocheck — Martin Necas 

Steven Lorentz — Jordan Staal — Ryan Dzingel 

Max McCormick — Morgan Geekie — Sheldon Rempal 

Brady Skjei — Dougie Hamilton 

Jake Gardiner — Brett Pesce 

Haydn Fleury — Jake Bean 

Petr Mrazek 

Mrazek was forced to leave the game less than three minutes in with 
what looked like a wrist injury after friendly fire with Max McCormick. A 
few minutes later, McCormick himself was forced to leave the game with 
an upper-body injury after a collision with Comeau along the boards. In 
both cases, Mrazek and McCormick were in great pain and both were 
ruled out for the game pretty quickly. James Reimer came in for Mrazek. 
The good news is that Mrazek’s injury apparently isn’t as bad as it 
looked, though there’s no timetable for his return. 

10. Bowness said the team is “hoping that Jamie (Benn) can play 
tomorrow.” Bowness added that won’t be known until Sunday. Joel 
Kiviranta remains on IR and his timetable is uncertain. The Stars play the 
Hurricanes at 4 p.m. Sunday. 
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Ryan Carpenter and Nicolas Beaudin are added to the COVID-19 list 
after the Chicago Blackhawks cancel practice — but Sunday’s game 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets appears intact 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE  

JAN 30, 2021 AT 5:20 PM 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday added forward Ryan Carpenter 
and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin to the COVID-19 protocol list, joining 
three teammates on the NHL’s “unavailable” list. 

Earlier in the day, the Hawks canceled practice at Fifth Third Arena “out 
of an abundance of caution due to potential exposure of COVID-19,” the 
team said. 

“The organization has, and will continue to follow, all recommended 
guidelines to protect the health and safety of players and staff as set by 
the NHL as well as local and state agencies,” the Hawks said on their 
Twitter account. 

The Hawks are set to play the Columbus Blue Jackets at 6 p.m. Sunday 
at the United Center (NBCSCH). The Blue Jackets beat the Hawks 2-1 
on Friday night at the UC. 

The team indicated it still planned to have a morning skate before the 
evening game. 

The Hawks on Monday placed forward Alex DeBrincat and defenseman 
Adam Boqvist on the NHL’s COVID-19 list, then added forward Lucas 
Wallmark to the list Wednesday. 
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Blackhawks squandering great goaltending with lack of 5-on-5 offense 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Jan 30, 2021, 2:55pm CST 

 

The 2021 Blackhawks have strong goaltending but a terrible offense. 

Surely, no one expected that two months ago. Or even two weeks ago. 
But it’s true. 

Kevin Lankinen’s remarkable transformation from unproven prospect to 
NHL regular and a solid start by Malcolm Subban have given the Hawks 
a .946 save percentage in their last five games — good for second in the 
NHL during that span. For the season, their .904 mark ranks a 
respectable 16th. 
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On the other end of the ice, however, the Hawks haven’t been able to 
score enough to translate Lankinen’s breakthrough into team success. 

Incredibly, fewer than half of the Hawks’ goals so far have been scored at 
five-on-five. Of their 23 goals, 10 have come on the power play, one 
short-handed and one during four-on-four play. 

‘‘We want to score more, for sure,’’ coach Jeremy Colliton said after the 
Hawks’ 2-1 loss Friday to the Blue Jackets, a game in which the Hawks’ 
lone goal came on the power play. ‘‘We’re creating chances. We’re 
generating more in the offensive zone than we have in the past. [The] 
transition chances, I feel, will be there with the group we have. [But 
we’re] missing a little bit of execution when we have the opportunity off 
the rush. Just not quite finishing, not quite making that last pass. But I 
believe that will come, too.’’ 

The data back up Colliton’s claim. Quantity isn’t the Hawks’ problem: 
They’re averaging 29.3 shots on goal and 24.8 scoring chances per 60 
minutes at five-on-five, above the league average (13th and 15th) in both 
stats. 

But the Hawks aren’t finishing those chances. Entering play Saturday, 
they ranked 30th in the NHL in shooting percentage (5.3%) and scoring-
chance conversion rate (5.1%). 

Only the Hurricanes, who have played only four games and still managed 
to win three of those, ranked worse in those categories. Meanwhile, 
seven teams had scoring-chance conversion rates higher than 10.2% — 
more than double the Hawks’ rate — with the Capitals leading the pack 
at 13.7%. 

What are the Hawks doing wrong? Center Dylan Strome initially said he 
didn’t have a good answer when he was asked that question Friday, but 
he later offered a couple of ideas. 

‘‘We’ve got to find a way to get pucks through from the ‘D,’ but our 
forwards need to do a better job of getting in front of the net, so it’s a 
combination of both,’’ Strome said. ‘‘When they get through, we have 
good chances. So I guess that would be the one thing: finding a way to 
get to the net more. [The Blue Jackets] box out good, and it’s hard to get 
in tight there.’’ 

The depleted forward corps — with Brandon Saad traded, Jonathan 
Toews ill, Kirby Dach and Alex Nylander injured and Alex DeBrincat on 
the COVID-19 list — probably plays a large role in that. 

Still, this strange reality — with stellar goaltending squandered by 
nonexistent scoring — didn’t seem plausible when the Hawks entered the 
season. 
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Blackhawks cancel practice Saturday as two more players added to 
COVID-19 list 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Updated Jan 30, 2021, 4:21pm CST 

 

The Blackhawks’ COVID-19 concerns escalated Saturday. 

They added two more players to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list, 
raising their total to five, shortly after canceling their scheduled practice 
at Fifth Third Arena ‘‘out of an abundance of caution due to potential 
exposure of COVID-19.’’ 

Forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin, both of 
whom played in the Hawks’ 2-1 loss Friday to the Blue Jackets at the 
United Center, are the two new players on the list. 

They join forward Alex DeBrincat and defenseman Adam Boqvist, who 
were put on the list Monday — with coach Jeremy Colliton saying they 
would miss at least two weeks — and forward Lucas Wallmark, who was 
added Wednesday. 

Players on the COVID-19 protocol list haven’t necessarily tested positive 
— showing symptoms or coming in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive are other possible reasons to be put on the list — but it’s 
certainly a concerning sign. 

As of Saturday evening, the Hawks remained scheduled to hold their 
morning skate at 9:30 a.m. Sunday and to play the Blue Jackets at 6 
p.m., but that could change. 

‘‘The Chicago Blackhawks organization has and will continue to follow all 
recommended guidelines to protect the health and safety of players and 
staff as set by the NHL, as well as local and state agencies,’’ the team 
said in a statement. ‘‘The Blackhawks will not comment further at this 
time, and information on Sunday’s schedule will be announced at a later 
time.’’ 
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Nicolas Beaudin’s assertiveness, supported by Blackhawks coaches, 
helps him break into NHL 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Jan 30, 2021, 6:30am CST 

 

Late in training camp this month, Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton was 
asked a routine question: Which player in camp has most exceeded your 
expectations? 

No one expected a specific answer. Colliton, not wanting to put too much 
pressure on one player or put down any others, frequently deflects that 
type of question. 

But this time, he had a very specific response ready to go. 

“We’re really happy with [Nicolas] Beaudin,” Colliton said. “He’s very 
noticeably taken a step [with] his training, his conditioning, his 
assertiveness on the ice, particularly away from the puck. 

“The assertiveness defensively and ability to get stops, it’s been great to 
see. So we’re going to . . . give him the opportunity to continue to grow.” 

To receive that kind of detailed shout-out was surely huge for Beaudin’s 
confidence. 

Colliton later said he wanted to recognize him publicly to let him know 
how pleased the coaching staff was with his improvement. 

Beaudin, 21, didn’t make the Hawks’ initial NHL roster at the end of 
camp, but he got a lot closer to it than expected, earning a spot on the 
taxi squad. 

A few weeks later, with defenseman Adam Boqvist out with COVID-19, 
Beaudin has pushed his way into the lineup for consecutive games — 
Wednesday against the Predators and Friday against the Blue Jackets. 

“It was just good to get back in a real game,” Beaudin said Friday. “It was 
my second game in the NHL, and it was like 10 months ago since I 
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played my last game. Just fun to get back out there. . . . I did great, I 
played good defensively, [but] I think I can make more plays out there.” 

Beaudin, alongside fellow 2021 breakout prospect Brandon Hagel, made 
his NHL debut in last season’s last regular-season game — March 11 
against the Sharks. 

But 2019-20, his first season as a pro, was challenging and even 
discouraging for the Quebec native. 

In 59 AHL games, during which he had 15 points and a minus-5 rating, 
Beaudin mainly played on the third pairing without much special-teams 
time — an unusually small role for a young first-round pick. 

Rockford coach Derek King was fair yet tough on him — King said in 
January, for example, that Beaudin had “matured at a good pace, just not 
as quick as some other guys.” 

Beaudin’s stock was thus perceived, at least externally, as trending 
downward. 

So the 5-11 defenseman took the criticism to heart and learned from his 
struggles, doubling down on his training during this long offseason. 

He identified strength as an area he needed to improve and said he 
increased his weight from 172 pounds last year to 183 this year. 

“I was just working a lot without the puck,” Beaudin said about his growth 
since last season. “They know [that] with the puck, I can make plays, and 
they’re not worried about that. So, for me, every practice I was working 
on one-on-one [situations], working on my gap. This summer, I got 
stronger, and my skating got better, too.” 

Beaudin’s stock is no longer trending downward. He has clearly held his 
own in the limited sample size so far, rotating through numerous partners 
with the Hawks dressing seven defensemen but most often pairing with 
Nikita Zadorov. 

And his self-belief and assertiveness with and without the puck, boosted 
by his offseason workouts and the support of the coaching staff, have 
factored into that early success. 

“It’s about confidence,” he said. “My confidence is better, and I think 
that’s why I’m a better two-way defenseman right now.” 
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Blackhawks cancel practice, place Carpenter and Beaudin in COVID 
protocol 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 1/30/2021 5:27 PM 

 

The Blackhawks canceled Saturday's practice at Fifth Third Arena "out of 
an abundance of caution due to potential exposure of COVID-19." 

Five hours later, the Hawks announced that forward Ryan Carpenter and 
defenseman Nicolas Beaudin were placed in COVID-19 protocol. They 
join teammates Alex DeBrincat, Adam Boqvist and Lucas Wallmark. 

The Hawks, who made no comment on the situation, have five of the 22 
players across the league who were in the protocol. 

The Hawks plan on having a morning skate at 9:30 a.m. in advance of 
their 6 p.m. game against Columbus on Sunday. 
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Net results in net awfully solid for Blackhawks 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 1/30/2021 1:41 PM 

 

"It's a bold strategy, Cotton. Let's see if it pays off for 'em." 

We all know that line. 

One of the best in goofy sports movie history. From Dodgeball, of course, 
when Jason Bateman's hair-brained character finds out Average Joe's 
will forfeit the title match because they don't have enough players. 

Nobody would have blamed Blackhawks fans from thinking the exact 
same thing when they elected to enter this season with three mostly 
untested goaltenders. 

Bold strategy, indeed, Stan Bowman. 

But here's the crazy thing -- it's actually working. 

And while nobody expects the Hawks to upend Globo Gym in the Stanley 
Cup Final, what we are seeing from the netminders -- and especially 
Kevin Lankinen -- would no doubt have Bateman's character exclaiming, 
"I feel shocked!" 

The Hawks don't feel that way at all, however. 

"Not surprised, but you're hopeful," coach Jeremy Colliton said. "I mean 
we believe in these guys. We think they have what it takes potentially, 
but you've got to transfer that into real-life performance. It's been good."                                                                                           

Ya think? 

Lankinen has been sensational, stopping 121 of 127 shots (. 953) in his 
last four starts. 

After a rough start in the season opener, Malcolm Subban bounced back 
nicely in Nashville last week with a 36-save effort in a 3-2 overtime loss. 

Then there's Collin Delia, waiting in the wings for a second opportunity 
and hoping to make this a true three-horse race. 

In reality, though, Lankinen has opened up quite a lead. 

Bowman, like Colliton, isn't thunderstruck by Lankinen's results. The 
reasons are many, but they boil down to Lankinen backstopping Team 
Finland to a gold medal in the World Championship two years ago and 
his solid play in Rockford last season. 

"I was at the World Championships working with Team USA and I got to 
see him play on a pretty big stage," said Bowman, the Hawks' GM and 
president of hockey operations. "And he was the man. You saw him do it 
over a few weeks; he was playing big games. That was a step forward for 
Kevin."                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Shoulder surgery cut Lankinen's 2019-20 campaign short, but he 
returned to summer training at Fifth Third Arena and really stood out. 

"If he would have finished last year and not gotten injured I think you 
might have heard more about him because he was trending really well," 
Bowman said. "Maybe that's why he wasn't as well known to the fans. 
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"But certainly amongst our group we were very high on his ability and felt 
he had a lot of upside to being an NHL goalie." 

Impressive: 

Next time you watch a game, keep an eye on No. 38 -- Brandon Hagel. 
The 22-year-old has been waiting patiently for his opportunity and is 
definitely making the most of it while skating in a bottom-six role the last 
six games. 

Hagel's fast. Tenacious. Smart. And he can score, as evidenced by the 
41 goals he poured in while in juniors and the 19 he registered with 
Rockford last season. 

Hagel picked up his first NHL point by assisting on Ryan Carpenter's 
game-tying goal in Nashville on Wednesday. Not only did Hagel make a 
perfect pass to set up the score, but he also kept possession in the 
neutral zone with a neat little backhanded pass to Carpenter. 

"I congratulated him and said, 'First of many,'" Bowman said. "Through 
his mask he smiled and said, 'Yeah, absolutely.' 

"He wants to build on it and not just be relieved that he got a point. ... 
He's earned more opportunity because of the way he played. The more 
he can push, (the more) he's going to force other players to step up their 
game if they want to stay in the lineup." 

Killer kill: 

After allowing 5 power play goals in their first four games, the Hawks 
have killed off 17 of 20 PPs. Calvin de Haan and Connor Murphy have 
been particularly impressive, blocking 14 shots each in the last six 
contests. 

"We believe in our kill and we've got some guys (who) really take a lot of 
pride in it," coach Jeremy Colliton said after the Hawks' 2-1 shootout loss 
in Nashville on Wednesday. "It was big tonight. They had the 
opportunities and we found a way. ... It's obviously four guys working 
together and out-competing the power play." 

Before we get carried away, though, let's remember most of these results 
came against Detroit and Nashville -- two underwhelming offensive 
squads. The Hawks were 1-for-2 against Columbus on Friday and it will 
be interesting to see if they can lock it down in the rematch Sunday and 
keep it up against Carolina on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Overall: 

Considering they've been without Jonathan Toews, Kirby Dach and Alex 
Nylander all season, the Hawks are getting some solid results. 
Overtime's basically a crapshoot, so if a few bounces went their way they 
could easily be 5-4-0 instead of 2-4-3. 

Not a bad beginning to the rebuild. It will be interesting to see how the 
foundation continues to grow in the coming weeks. 

"Obviously it was a tough start," Bowman said Thursday. "For our team 
this year, when you have a lot of young players, the home games are a 
little bit easier because you can dictate the matchup. The first four games 
(at Tampa Bay and Florida) were somewhat like exhibition games in the 
sense that you're not really hitting on all cylinders. ... 

"Six out of the first eight were on the road and we've got 7 points. It 
would be nice if we were at .500 after the first eight considering our 
schedule. ... 

"If we can have a good homestand, at that point you set yourself up and 
you're into your season, you've gotten up to speed, you're not rusty 
anymore and then you have a chance to make some progress." 
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10 observations: Blackhawks' point streak snapped at 5 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks fell to the Columbus Blue Jackets 2-1 on Friday at the 
United Center and had their point streak snapped at five games. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. The Blackhawks should be happy with their overall performance. They 
led in shot attempts (63-44), shots on goal (32-27), scoring chances (33-
21) and high-danger chances (17-8), according to Natural Stat Trick, but 
did not lead in the most important category and that's the scoreboard. 
The Blackhawks will win more often than not if they put together 
performances like this moving forward. 

2. Kevin Lankinen and Joonas Korpisalo have been close friends since 
they were teenagers and trained together over the offseason. The two 
Finnish goaltenders went head-to-head for the first time in the NHL on 
Friday and Korpisalo (barely) got the best of Lankinen, who gave up two 
goals on 27 shots for a save percentage of .926. Korpisalo stopped 31 of 
32 shots for a save percentage of .969. 

3. After having their seven-game power-play goal streak ended on 
Wednesday because of an 0-for-4 night in Nashville, the Blackhawks got 
right back on the board when Dylan Strome cashed in on the man 
advantage at the 10:47 mark of the second period. They finished the 
game 1-for-3. 

4. On the other side of special teams, the Blue Jackets entered the game 
with one of the worst power plays after scoring only two goals on 22 
opportunities for a success rate of 9.1 percent through eight games. They 
capitalized on their very first power-play chance of the game but the 
Blackhawks killed off the next one and gave the Blue Jackets nothing. 

5. The Blackhawks (four) and Blue Jackets (three) combined for only 
seven shots on goal in the first period. It was a much different story in the 
second period, where the Blackhawks outshot the Blue Jackets 19-12. 

6. The Blue Jackets are not a team that generates many scoring chances 
at 5-on-5. In fact, they ranked No. 27 in that department heading into this 
game and dead-last in high-danger chances for per 60 minutes at 6.43. 
The Blackhawks held them to zero high-danger chances at 5-on-5 in the 
first period but gave up eight over the next two. 

7. The last time Pius Suter stepped foot in the United Center, he 
recorded his first career NHL hat trick. But on Friday, he didn't record a 
single shot attempt. 

8. The Blackhawks won 27 of 47 faceoffs for a percentage of 57.5, which 
is significantly higher than their season percentage of 47.3. Strome led 
the way with 10 wins; David Kampf won six of eight and Suter won four of 
five. 

9. Ian Mitchell recorded zero shots on goal and logged a season-low 9:47 
of ice time in Wednesday's 2-1 shootout loss to Nashville. He registered 
a season-high five shot attempts (three on goal) and logged 15:17 of ice 
time on Friday. He was noticeably better. 

10. The Blackhawks remain winless when giving up the first goal this 
season, falling to 0-4-2. They're 2-0-1 when scoring first. 
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What we know about the Blackhawks’ COVID-19 situation 
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By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers  

Jan 30, 2021   

 

The status of the Blackhawks’ home game against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Sunday evening is up in the air after two players were added 
to the COVID-19 protocol. And a decision on the game likely won’t come 
until Sunday morning at the earliest. 

The Blackhawks canceled their scheduled Saturday practice after 
discovering more players had potentially been exposed to the virus. In a 
release, the team said the practice was cancelled “out of an abundance 
of caution due to potential exposure of COVID-19.” 

Two Blackhawks players, Ryan Carpenter and Nicolas Beaudin, were 
added to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list on Saturday afternoon. Being 
on the list doesn’t equate to having COVID, but it does mean that person 
is unavailable to the team for the time being. 

With those two players added, that gives the Blackhawks a total of five 
players on the list. Adam Boqvist and Alex DeBrincat were placed in the 
protocol on Monday and are expected to miss at least two weeks. Lucas 
Wallmark was added to the list on Wednesday. 

It’s unknown what’s next for the Blackhawks. They’re scheduled to host 
the Columbus Blue Jackets at 6 p.m on Sunday. A determination on 
Sunday’s game is expected to be made after more testing results are 
returned on Sunday morning. Multiple league sources said more 
information was needed. 

The Blue Jackets and Blackhawks played the first of their two-game set 
on Friday night. Neither team practiced on Saturday. The Blue Jackets 
did not have anyone added to the COVID protocol on Saturday. 

While there have been many postponed games across the league 
because of outbreaks, there also have been several brief scares. The 
Blue Jackets held 17 players out of a practice during training camp 
because of potential exposure. The next day, 15 of them were back on 
the ice. 

“Across the league, we’re understanding that things are delicate and we 
have to do everything we can to try to limit the spread, keep it out to 
begin with, and if it does get inside your walls, do everything you can to 
stop it from spreading,” Jeremy Colliton said after DeBrincat and Boqvist 
were first put into COVID protocol. “But we’re not going to know. It’s day 
by day, try to do the right things. Then we get the testing done, tests 
come in and we make a plan from there.” 

Carpenter was asked earlier in the week about his teammates being on 
the COVID protocol list and acknowledged an outbreak was possible 
within a team. 

“It is what it is,” Carpenter said. “We’re doing everything we can, we’re 
following all the rules, doing all the precautions. It’s just part of it. These 
outbreaks happen.” 
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Blue Jackets lean on Korpisalo, push through weary legs in Chicago 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

CHICAGO — The deeper this NHL season gets, the more it’s beginning 
to look like it will take longer than usual for the level of play to reach its 
peak. 

In fact, crisp, clean games might not happen until the playoffs, if at all.   

The brand of hockey that defines this 56-game season, with its empty 
arenas and schedule crammed into a small window, might simply be 
choppier, more disjointed and less enjoyable to watch. At least that’s how 
it’s looking for the Blue Jackets, who grinded out a 2-1 victory against the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Friday night at United Center.  

“I think the mental concentration of the way the games are going to be 
played this year, without that emotion always in the game, is a huge thing 
for players and it’s going to be a huge thing for teams,” coach John 
Tortorella said after his team skated with heavy legs following a shootout 
win Thursday in Columbus. “Who can generate that mental concentration 
in a dead atmosphere at times (in empty arenas), to stay on top of 
themselves as an individual and as a team? I think it’s going to be huge 
this year.” 

It certainly was Friday, when goaltender Joonas Korpisalo’s 31 saves 
made goals by Oliver Bjorkstrand and Eric Robinson stand up for the 
Jackets’ first consecutive wins of the season and extended a seven-
game stretch without a regulation loss (4-0-3).  

They’ll face the Blackhawks again Sunday to conclude a two-game 
series in Chicago, hoping that a day off Saturday yields fresher legs and 
a cleaner game.  

Here are some takeaways:  

No candy for Kane  

Blackhawks star Patrick Kane skated a game-high 27 minutes, 14 
seconds, way beyond what’s considered a heavy workload for a forward. 
Kane finished with an assist, but his marathon game didn’t pay off with a 
win. 

Korpisalo stopped all six shots by Kane, including two from the doorstep 
in the game's final three-plus minutes. The second of those shots was 
arguably Korpisalo’s best stop of the night, denying a goal that would’ve 
tied it with an outstretched blocker off a redirected shot from the low slot.  

“They made a great play in the middle,” Korpisalo said. “I just made a 
read they had somebody backdoor and just tried to get something in 
front.”  

Tandem works  

Tortorella and goaltending coach Manny Legace are using Korpisalo and 
Elvis Merzlikins as a full-split tandem in net and it’s working. They’ve 
alternated each game, and both now look sharp in a system designed to 
keep them rested during a cramped schedule. 

It’s unclear how long they will split the net, but the Jackets’ goaltending 
depth is paying off. They're earning points despite an inconsistent 
offense and it’s primarily because of their goalies.  

“Korpi’s our best player tonight,” Tortorella said. “And I like the way it’s 
worked out. The schedule, I think, forces it this way and we’re very 
fortunate to have the two goalies that we do have.”  

Bjorkstrand’s beauties  

Bjorkstrand’s goal to cap a power play in the first was a laser that 
Blackhawks goalie Kevin Lankinen didn’t have a chance to stop.   

It rewarded Zach Werenski and Cam Atkinson with assists, including the 
latter’s feed from between the face-off circles. Bjorkstrand wasn’t done. 
He hit Robinson with a nice pass in the second period to spring a 
breakaway goal that put the Blue Jackets up 2-0. 

Bjorkstrand's pass hit Robinson in stride and he turned on the 
afterburners to get off a hard wrist shot ahead of pursuit by Kane and star 
defenseman Duncan Keith. The puck sailed over Lankinen’s glove and 
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under the crossbar for his second goal of the season and give 
Bjorkstrand a two-point night. 

“I wish the legs felt a little bit better, but you’ve just got to find a way to 
get chances,” Bjorkstrand said. “It seemed like (the puck) was following 
me around, so take advantage of that.” 

Laine has landed  

It took almost a full week, but Patrik Laine is finally in Columbus.  

After gaining approval for a U.S. work visa in Ottawa, the 22-year-old 
Finnish forward hopped on a charter flight Friday and headed to his new 
NHL home. It didn’t take long for the Blue Jackets to welcome him, 
marking the occasion on social media by releasing two short videos of 
him during the flight and then exiting the plane.  

Laine’s welcome also included a billboard along Bethel Road that 
included a photo of him in a Blue Jackets uniform along with “Welcome to 
Columbus,” spelled in Finnish: “Tervetuloa Columbukseen!” 

Laine must undergo a 48-hour quarantine and pass two COVID-19 tests 
before he can play. The Blue Jackets play the Blackhawks again Sunday 
before heading home for games against Dallas on Tuesday and 
Thursday. Laine could make his debut in one of those games. 
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Many young pro athletes eye the exit the moment they arrive 

 

Rob Oller 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Pierre-Luc Dubois got his wish by playing his way out of Columbus only 
to land in, gulp, Winnipeg. 

Pay attention, Generation X. Keep reading, baby boomers. You should 
find this content fascinating and infuriating. 

What you won’t find is those belonging to Gen Y.1 to Gen Z — roughly 
ages 6 to 29 — sticking around long enough to hear what you think. 

These younger folk move at the speed of the sound of a U-Haul leaving 
the driveway. And a fair share of these young’uns play college and 
professional sports, where they culture shift from one city to another 
without shedding a tear. 

Examples are everywhere, and while each case has its own special 
circumstances, most still fall under the umbrella of generational mutation. 
Unlike their predecessors, teens and 20-somethings hold different views 
toward loyalty, stick-to-itiveness and shut-up-and-take-it. They think 
nothing of quitting a job for another … and another … and another. All 
within a three-year span.  

There is more to the hopscotching than grass-is-greener thinking. These 
kids see a lot more pasture to explore. So why fence yourself in? Just 
because a parent, ahem, remains in the same job for 25 years — my 
own kids find that unfathomable — doesn’t mean the offspring should. 

Working in sports is no different. If paid athletes are employees, and yes 
they are, then young professionals in the NFL, NHL or any league are 
going to behave like their peers. Tired of cloudy skies? Always wanted to 
live near the mountains? Or simply ready for something new? Time to 
pack the bags and bolt. 

“What we’ve been seeing the last 10 years, if not longer, is this idea 
where you go to college, graduate and get a job and work there 15 years 

— that is gone,” explained Robert Carrothers, associate professor of 
sociology at Ohio Northern University. 

“No one thinks the first job they get out of college is the one they’ll have 
into marriage and having kids. The expectation is they’ll have a half-
dozen or more careers in early adulthood. Our athletes are now in that 
mindset, and I don’t think it’s necessarily a bad thing.” 

No, it isn’t. At least not always. Employee/athlete empowerment is on the 
rise as pro and college players use their clout to choose teams on their 
own terms. Sometimes the move goes smoothly. Sometimes it blows up. 

Three examples: college transfers, Houston Texans quarterback 
Deshaun Watson and former Blue Jackets center Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

Increasingly, and especially now that transfers can gain immediate 
eligibility at their new school, college athletes are not willing to pay their 
dues if it means sitting the bench. Particularly in basketball and among 
college quarterbacks, of whom nearly 75 have entered the transfer portal 
in the past two seasons, the future is now.   

“Maybe a wave is coming where it’s ‘Look out for me first,’ ” Carrothers 
said. “If it looks greedy, so be it. I would argue we haven’t left them much 
of a system to take care of them, so they have to have the mindset of 
taking care of themselves.” 

Watson is taking care of himself by demanding a trade from the Texans. 
The 25-year-old felt his voice carried no weight in the front office, so 
instead of playing nice he is saying he will not play at all. The fourth-year 
quarterback, under contract through the 2025 season and with a no-trade 
clause, insists he will sit out if the Texans don’t move him to a team of his 
liking. 

Critics point out Watson will be hurting his Houston teammates if he does 
not play. But Gen Y does not think that way. They see the individual as 
more than a cog in the machine — a machine that is too big to sustain 
damage anyway. What harm is there in sharing streaming service 
passwords? Those multibillion dollar media companies can live without 
another $15 a month. 

“Deshaun Watson is someone who sees himself as having options,” 
Carrothers said. “He is (financially) able to say, ‘I don’t want to play for 
you anymore.’ ” 

I don’t expect boomers to approve of that mindset, even though we 
contributed to it by creating a get-ahead culture that places a premium on 
having the most. But boomers are not entirely to blame. Individual 
responsibility still matters. And not every young athlete stands on 
principle or operates out of pure motives. 

Dubois has not addressed why he wanted out of Columbus. The strong 
suspicion is he had enough of Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella. Fine. 
Today’s Gen Z athletes don’t tolerate tantrums thrown in the name of 
tough love. 

But unprofessional behavior is never to be tolerated, whether by coach or 
player, whether in the corporate world or on the ice. 

Dubois loafed it, perhaps purposely to accelerate a trade. If so, that is 
bad form. Of course, it did not keep the 22-year-old center from getting 
his wish. Sort of. 

He landed in Winnipeg, which sits at the bottom of a flood plain. No 
beaches. No mountains. Maybe the lattes are good? 
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After debut delayed by COVID, veteran center Koivu off to fast start with 
Blue Jackets 
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Bill Rabinowitz 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Mikko Koivu (9) rips a shot past Panthers goaltender Chris Driedger 
during the first period of the Blue Jackets' 3-2 shootout victory Thursday. 
The center played his first games for Columbus this week after sitting out 
because of COVID-19 protocols. 

In his first shift Tuesday as a Columbus Blue Jacket, Mikko Koivu got an 
assist with a pass against the boards that sprung Kevin Stenlund for a 
goal. 

In his second game, on Thursday, Koivu scored his first goal for the 
Jackets in a 3-2 shootout win over the Florida Panthers. 

Getting his name on the scoresheet is nice for the veteran Koivu, but it’s 
not what drives the center. He didn’t leave the Minnesota Wild after 15 
years — he was the Wild’s captain starting in 2009 — to pad his personal 
statistics. 

“Once you got more years in the league, the numbers individually don’t 
matter as much,” Koivu said Friday before the Blue Jackets played at 
Chicago. “I think it’s more that once you’re winning as a team, it makes 
life a lot easier. It’s a lot more fun. When you’re able to help scoring-wise 
or offensively, obviously that’s a bonus. But it’s the bigger picture I’m 
looking at — the things I can bring to this team and help us win and get 
better.” 

The Blue Jackets signed the 37-year-old more for his defensive reliability, 
experience and leadership than his scoring punch. But his Columbus 
debut was delayed when he contracted COVID-19. Koivu said his 
symptoms were relatively mild, but quarantine protocols required him to 
miss the Jackets’ first six games. 

“I think I haven’t been that nervous in a while,” Koivu said of Tuesday’s 
game. “Everything is new.” 

It will take time for him to feel completely at home, but he’s off to a solid 
start. It is already clear that his teammates and coach John Tortorella 
hold him in high esteem. 

“Well, for this coach here,” he said, pointing at himself, “I like him on the 
bench. I can use him in (a) utility (role). I needed a couple of shifts at the 
end of the game when it was tied and I knew I could go to him and make 
sure it’s done properly away from the puck. 

“He’ll take faceoffs. He kills penalties. For this guy here, who is coaching 
and putting guys on the ice, I feel very comfortable and happy that I have 
the versatility from him that I can use.” 

Koivu is already serving as a mentor to younger Blue Jackets. He worked 
with 21-year-old Alexandre Texier, who is making the transition to center, 
on faceoffs after a recent practice. 

“It’s huge,” Texier said of Koivu’s influence. “I can ask him questions, and 
he helps me on the ice and off the ice, as well.” 

He said that Koivu has given him advice on taking care of his body and 
on the importance of maintaining his focus on the next game and not 
getting too high or low. 

“Obviously, he’s been a great player in the league for a long time,” 
veteran defenseman David Savard said. “The way he acts around the 
dressing room, just his composure and his leadership, it’s been great to 
have him around. It’s great for young guys to see how older guys work.” 

To Koivu, the education works both ways. He could have retired after last 
season when the Wild told him he wouldn’t be re-signed. But he believed 
he had more to give — and get. 

“I wanted to look at it as positive, to be able to learn from something 
new,” Koivu said. “Sure, you’re nervous. It takes time to find your spot on 
a team before you can feel comfortable around the guys. 

“But it’s been a good start. The (COVID) challenges I’ve had so far, that’s 
behind me, and I’m very excited to play games. It’s only been two games, 
but once you get into a rhythm, usually that makes it easier. You don’t 
have to think as much once you get out there. Obviously, I’m still not 
there. But every single game, every practice, will help me with that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How McDavid's victims on Leafs feel being on wrong end 
of highlight goal 

McDavid powers Oilers to win again Maple Leafs 

Connor McDavid scored in overtime for his second goal of the game as 
the Edmonton Oilers beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-3. 

 

Luke Fox 

January 31, 2021, 1:23 AM 

 

Take the points and get outta town. 

Sure, the Toronto Maple Leafs didn’t deserve a fate any better than their 
4-3 overtime loss to the better-dressed Edmonton Oilers Saturday night. 

And, yes, the fastest player on the planet will make sure we see the 
Leafs Reverse Retro sweaters on many a highlight reel to come. 

But the Leafs have banked points in seven of their past eight games and 
still believe their potential is far from fulfilled. 

“I don’t think we’ve scratched the surface of the best hockey that we can 
play collectively as a team. That’s always encouraging,” Auston 
Matthews said post-game, “knowing that we can play a lot better but that 
we’re still getting points. We’re still winning.” 

Here are eight takeaways from the most thrilling of the four Oilers-Leafs 
matchups we’ve already seen this year. 

Oilers wanted it more, needed it more, deserved it more 

Zack Kassian had uttered the phrase “must-win.” In January. 

So, while it feels a tad premature to slap a do-or-die label on Saturday’s 
prime-time showdown (showcase?) of some of the game’s brightest 
stars, certainly the home side needed the two points more than their 
visitors. 

And, boy, did it show. 

Edmonton burst out the gates, generating the first nine high-danger 
chances and thumping the Leafs 18-8 in that department for the night. 

“We knew we’d have a motivated group coming out tonight,” Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “Disappointing to not win. But in the grand scheme 
of things, taking seven out of eight points on the road is never going to be 
a bad thing for our group.” 

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl — one-two on the scorers’ 
leaderboard once again — put on a show, creating highlights that will get 
play long beyond the weekend. 

Frankly, were it not for stellar close-range stops and some determined 
response goals by Toronto’s own top playmakers (William Nylander, 
Zach Hyman, Matthews), this thing would’ve never sniffed OT. 
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Afterward, Matthews was asked if it was fun going head-to-head with his 
off-season training partner two games in a row. 

“I don’t know if I’d describe it as fun, but it’s always a challenge,” 
Matthews said. “It’s always a challenge going up against that amount of 
talent and speed coming at you.” 

The Rush 

McDavid is a one-man power play. 

Watch how he slices through all four Maple Leafs skaters, plus goalie 
Frederik Andersen, on this third-period strike. Then feel free to retrieve 
your jaw from the floor. 

This is how McDavid’s victims viewed it. 

Hyman: “We could’ve defended it better. I think that I was the first guy up, 
and I’ve got to take away speed a little bit and give Hollsy, (Jake Muzzin) 
and Mitch (Marner) a little bit more time kind of wedge him out of the 
middle. But, you know, once he gets that time and space, he's a special 
player, obviously. So he can make moves like that.” 

Justin Holl: “There’s different things that we could’ve done differently, for 
sure. The forward could wedge in the middle a little bit better. I think I 
could push him a certain direction better. Maybe start skating forwards, 
so I at least can try to chase him down. But obviously that's a tall order 
on McDavid.” 

Andersen: “I felt a little bit flatfooted in the situation. Obviously, (I should) 
try to take a little bit more ice maybe and challenge him a little bit more.” 

Holl: “He’s always creating scoring chances for himself. You know it's 
gonna happen, you just do your best to limit what he gets…. He's a 
terrific player, so that's just part of the deal sometimes.” 

Message to Leafland: Don’t get down on Dermott 

On a night it was revealed that two players have requested trades out of 
Canadian towns — Calgary’s Sam Bennett and Montreal’s Victor Mete — 
it was notable that Leafs coach Keefe went out of his way to address 
Travis Dermott being a healthy scratch for half of the Alberta trip. 

“For me, he's a guy that hasn't deserved to sit out and have to come out 
of the lineup,” Keefe said. “But much like some of the rotations we've had 
in the fourth line here, the only way to get people in is to take people out. 

“We're actually very encouraged with Dermott's game. He's really done 
everything we've asked of him, and lots of positive things about his 
game. We shouldn't be reading anything into him coming out other than 
the fact that we're just trying to create opportunity for Mikko (Lehtonen) to 
show what he can do.” 

Lehtonen, a man-advantage specialist whom the Leafs lured out of the 
KHL, notched his first NHL point with a sifter from the point that John 
Tavares tipped and Hyman swept in. But in these close games — and 
they’ve all been close games — the Finn has yet to earn his coach’s trust 
at even-strength. 

The 27-year-old import gets sheltered or sat. 

“At 5-on-5, again, it's tough to find him much rhythm here playing on the 
road. They're doing their best to get favourable matchups, and they're 
looking for it, and you're trying to protect him and keep them away from 
two of the best players in the world,” Keefe said. 

“He still doesn't look comfortable out there. We've put him in two of the 
last three games here and given him that opportunity. Now we have a 
break. And we'll continue to work with him in some areas of development 
where we'd like to see him really get better now that we've got lots of 
examples and film of him playing in the NHL.” 

Reverse Retro revolt 

Alexander Kerfoot said it’s exciting anytime you get to slip on a new 
jersey. 

“Something different is nice for a change. I'm sure the fans will enjoy it,” 
Keefe said pre-game. 

We’re sure some fans did enjoy the tone-on-tone look of the remixed ’80s 
deep-blue throwbacks with accents of grey, but the general response on 
social media was less than favourable. 

“I like them,” Holl said. “Honestly, I didn’t love them right away. I didn’t 
know where the grey came from, but they’ve really grown on me. I 
thought we looked really sharp tonight.” 

The people have spoken. We have to hand the Oilers third outfits, with 
those blood orange pants, the crown. 

Even the alternates have alternates 

Cool gesture for Leafs president Brendan Shanahan, GM Kyle Dubas 
and Keefe to collectively decide that veterans Muzzin andHyman would 
wear an “A” on their sweater for all games played in an alternate sweater. 
That discussion was had with the players at training camp. 

“It’s very clear that Hyman and Muzz are both big parts of our core, big 
parts of our leadership group. I think our established captains recognize 
that as well,” Keefe explained. 

“For myself, with all the teams, for the most part, that I've coached, I 
believe in trying to recognize the larger group than just what you're 
allowed in a particular game, be it a C and two As. I think you need to 
recognize more people than that when you can, so it was a chance to do 
that.” 

We’re going streaking 

Less than two minutes after McDavid’s ridiculous rush, Matthews and 
Marner worked a pretty give-and-go in tight to extend their personal point 
streaks. 

Marner now has assists in five consecutive games. Matthews has goals 
in five straight and points in seven straight. 

“We have kind of little dips and then we have moments where we're 
really on it, are creating a lot of offensive zone time,” said Matthews, who 
believes there is still another level for his line to reach. 

“We just want to stay consistent throughout the 60 minutes and apply 
pressure nonstop on the other team and collectively play in the offensive 
zone as much as possible, but it's always nice to contribute in different 
ways out there.” 

Steady Freddy is better than his numbers 

Were you to look at his stats — 3.01 GAA, .892 save percentage — 
you’d hesitate to get too excited about the work of Andersen in 2021. 

But after a shaky first two outings, the Leafs’ No. 1 goaltender routinely 
came up with the timely save on this road trip, and his denial of Josh 
Archibald in the dying moments of regulation Saturday salvaged his club 
a point. Andersen is now 5-2-1 and should benefit nicely from a four-day 
rest. 

“I feel like I'm moving really efficiently. I think after the first few games I 
figured out how I'm supposed to play and how I play my best,” said 
Andersen. 

His coach’s review has also swung positive. 

“The thing here with no exhibition games, it's tough on the goaltenders to 
find that rhythm and get comfortable again in the net in a game setting. I 
think he's settled in. He looks like he's in a nice groove,” Keefe said. 

“He looks really comfortable, confident in the net. I think we've done a 
real good job in protecting him at 5-on-5 in reducing the number of odd-
man chances and really egregious chances against. Yet when we've had 
breakdowns, he's been there. And then on the penalty kill, it's always 
tough on a goalie when you're taking as many penalties as we are — and 
he's been excellent there too.” 
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Deserved time off 

The Maple Leafs (7-2-1) will fly home and stay home for a couple days 
after what Matthews described as “a shotgun start to the season.” 

The Leafs’ next game won’t arrive until Thursday, which feels like an 
eternity in a 56-game schedule. 

Sunday is a full day off for the club. Monday will be optional for the 
regulars. Two hard practice days will gear them up for a three-game 
homestand against Vancouver. 

“We need to find ways to control play a little bit better and generate more 
shots, more opportunities offensively,” Keefe said. “Then it's just details 
all over the ice, continuing to clean those types of things up. Having 
back-to-back practice days now for the first time since we've broken 
camp would be a good opportunity for us to do that. 

“We expect to bring it to another level when we come back to play after 
this break.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames put on stirring show of emotion in win over 
Canadiens 

 

Eric Francis 

January 30, 2021, 11:21 PM 

 

Apparently the Calgary Flames have had more closed-door meetings 
than we thought. 

In the midst of the team’s impressive response to the players-only 
meeting aimed at drawing more emotion from the Flames, word leaked 
that Sam Bennett has inquired about the possibility of a trade. 

Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported during the second intermission of 
Saturday’s game in Montreal that agent Darren Ferris confirmed the 24-
year-old would welcome a change of scenery. 

The timing is hardly surprising given Bennett's deployment on the third 
and fourth lines, and the surging empowerment of players like Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, who have more say than ever in their fate. 

While Flames fans chewed on the news, Bennett and the Flames put on 
a stirring show of emotion the team felt it had been missing during the 
three-game losing skid they entered the game with. 

They did so with a series of gutsy (and painful) shot blocks, several big 
hits, plenty of post-whistle jostling and an intensity that allowed them to 
hand Montreal its first regulation loss of the season. 

The scoresheet shows Johnny Gaudreau’s first period power-play goal 
and Jacob Markstrom’s 37-save shutout as the differences in the 2-0 win. 

However, it was the way they crafted the win that told the real game 
story. 

“You could just see it right off - huge blocked shots, guys getting into 
scrums and mixing it up physically, a couple big body checks… just little 
things, the battles,” said undrafted captain Mark Giordano who played in 
his 900th NHL game. 

“That’s a good team over there that battles extremely hard and I thought 
we did a good job. When your goalie plays like that you’re not going to 
lose. Ever.” 

Starting with an opening faceoff that saw Mikael Backlund and Jake 
Evans butting heads before the puck was even dropped, the Flames 

were hell-bent to try to dictate the play against a team that had yet to lose 
in regulation. They demonstrated heightened emotion in every possible 
way, but it was their selfless shot-blocking that best exemplified their 
dedication on this night. 

Rasmus Andersson’s first of five blocked shots left him in considerable 
pain, as did a blast absorbed by the wrist of Juuso Valimaki (one of four 
on the night) off the stick of noted clapper king Shea Weber. 

“I’m more scared of letting it in than stopping it – it’s my job to stop it,” 
laughed Markstrom when asked if he’d advise the youngster to block 
such bombs. 

“It’s great to see – you see everybody on the bench, standing up banging 
their sticks. Small things like that during a game you really want to try to 
get momentum from anything. It can be from a goal or a save or shot 
blocks and back-checking, and stuff like that. We really stuck together as 
a team for 60 minutes. When shots were coming, I was seeing the puck 
and when I wasn’t our guys were blocking shots and clearing rebounds, 
so it made my job a whole heck of a lot easier. That was a big win for us 
to come back here after some games where we haven’t been happy or 
satisfied with the results.” 

Gaudreau gave the lads an important confidence boost three minutes in 
when he went bar down to beat Jake Allen with a deadly wrister that 
extended his point streak to seven games. 

The outcome was very much in doubt until the final minute when 
Backlund found an empty net to end the three-game misery that had 
clearly rattled the Flames. 

In between was another Markstrom clinic as part of an emphatic team 
response to the players-only meeting that followed their loss to Montreal 
two nights earlier. 

“Anytime you have a meeting as a player, you want to make sure you let 
your teammates know that you are there for them and you’ve got their 
backs - it’s easier to get the emotional level up,” said Ward, whose 3-3-1 
club blocked a whopping 22 shots. 

“A lot of things have been said the last couple days about, ‘it’s a panic 
situation’ and it’s looked at as a negative thing so early on. But we want 
that communication and we value that feedback. For us it's not a 
negative. I thought the meeting was a good thing for us heading into 
tonight’s game.” 

One of the big moments in the game was a violent hit by Dillon Dube on 
an unsuspecting Jesperi Kotkaniemi as the Habs youngster turned to 
skate behind the net. Making his first appearance after missing a few 
games due to injury, Dube’s blast drew some blood and the ire of several 
Canadiens players, including Shea Weber who took a roughing penalty in 
response. It will also draw the attention of league officials who will mull 
over the possibility Kotkaniemi’s head may have been the principal point 
of contact. 

The Bennett report will also provide plenty of discussion moving forward. 

Flames GM Brad Treliving didn’t comment, but Ward responded when 
asked post-game about it. 

“He’s a member of our team,” said Ward, who has used Bennett largely 
as a third-line winger and fourth-line centre this season. 

“As far as anything else goes that’s between his agent and Tre. He’s a 
valued member of our team. He had a good hockey game tonight. We’ll 
just continue on, business as usual, and build off of what he put on the 
ice tonight.” 

The Flames open a three-game series in Winnipeg Monday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Koskinen delivers timely saves when Oilers needed them 
most 

 

Mark Spector 

January 31, 2021, 12:11 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s such a fine line between leaving the rink happy, or 
hanging your head all the way home. 

A bounce. A save. A crossbar-and-in versus a crossbar-and-out. 

In four games this season between the Edmonton Oilers and Toronto 
Maple Leafs, each team has two wins and 12 goals. Two games have 
been one-goal games, and the other two would have been if not for an 
empty-netter by the victor. 

The two teams have basically been each other’s equal, yet going into 
Saturday’s Hockey Night in Canada meeting, Edmonton had a 3-6 record 
while Toronto was 7-2. 

No one is questioning whether or not Toronto has been the better team 
this season, but when the Leafs got a fluky bounce on all three of their 
goals Saturday, the Oilers had to wonder if this simply wasn’t going to be 
their night — again. 

“We needed one of those games to go in our favour,” said head coach 
Dave Tippett. “We felt like we’ve been around it, but there’s been a 
mistake here and there, or finding ways to lose rather than ways to win. 
Tonight, we found a way to win in the end. Hopefully that’s a step in the 
right direction.” 

Edmonton won 4-3 in overtime Saturday night when Leon Draisaitl (two 
assists) set up Connor McDavid (2-1-3), in a game that Zack Kassian 
had dubbed “must-win” the day before. Edmonton climbs back to 4-6 with 
Ottawa coming to town for a pair, and breathes a sigh of relief to see the 
red-hot Maple Leafs hop on a plane. 

“You feel a lot better at 4-6 than 3-7,” said defenceman Tyson Barrie who 
had two assists. “The season can get away from you and we were well 
aware of that.” 

Some thoughts on a wildly entertaining night at Rogers Place: 

Mc-Highlight Reel 

You’ve no doubt seen it multiple times already, the video of McDavid 
blasting through four Maple Leafs and scoring a solo power-play goal. He 
did pretty much the same thing against Vancouver earlier in the season, 
taking that drop-back pass on the powerplay then attacking the static PK 
box at full speed. 

Gotta See It: McDavid cuts through Maple Leafs to score end-to-end goal 

“Everyone knows what's coming at you, but I don't see how you stop 
that,” Barrie said. “I guess you could take a penalty and give us a five-on-
three. When he's got that much speed and he's picking his way through 
like that, you take a penalty or it's in the back of your net. Incredible play 
by an incredible player. I don't know how else to say it.” 

The Leafs, of course, felt like they defended poorly. 

“I was the first guy up,” said Zach Hyman. “I have to take away his speed 
a little bit and give (his teammates) a bit more time. Kind of wedge him 
out of the middle. But once he gets that time and space, he’s a special 
player obviously and he can make moves like that. We’ve played him 
four times now, he’s a great player and we have to be aware of him.” 

Defenceman Justin Holl had a front row seat as well, the same way Alex 
Edler had for the Canucks. 

“I could push him a certain direction better, or maybe start skating 
forwards so at least I can try and chase him down,” Holl reasoned. “But 

that’s a tall order on McDavid. He’s a special player and when he gets 
that time and space, he’s very dangerous. 

“Honestly that’s one you shrug off and you say, ‘He’s a great player.’” 

We’ve heard it from pretty much every corner of the hockey world about 
McDavid, who leads the league with 7-10-17 in 10 games: “There are a 
lot of fast players,” Tippett said. “But I would dare to say, he’s the fastest 
guy by a wide margin carrying the puck.” 

Some Koski-Love 

We’ve heard it all about Mikko Koskinen, from his sub-par numbers to the 
fact he’s been the second-best goalie on the ice most nights. But despite 
having played every minute of the season for the Oilers, when they 
needed him to outduel Frederik Andersen in a must-win game, he did 
exactly that. 

The glove save on Mitch Marner in the waning moments of a third-period 
power play was spectacular. A true game-saver. 

“Those are big saves that you need,” said Tippett, “one or two a game 
just to keep the game moving in your favour. It’s a huge save by 
(Koskinen), I thought Andersen made some big saves for them. It was an 
entertaining game.” 

Koskinen also stoned William Nylander in overtime, just before Draisaitl 
and McDavid closed the deal. Will he play against Ottawa on Sunday 
night? 

“We’ll make that decision in the morning,” said Tippett. 

I bet he starts. 

Barrie and Kahun Arrive 

In his 10 games next to Draisaitl, the NHL’s second leading scorer with 6-
9-15, Dominik Kahun finally scored his first as an Oiler. 

“It’s a relief, a little bit,” he admitted. “We’ve been playing very good, in 
the O-zone we’ve had so many chances. I finally got rewarded for that, 
so I’m very happy.” 

It’s funny: Kahun has had all kinds of clean looks, but on the goal he 
scored, he completely fanned on his shot, then fired it over a fallen 
Andersen, who had gone down expecting the first shot to be better than it 
was. 

“I tried to shoot on it and I fanned. It was a really good fake,” Kahun 
laughed. “I watched the goal again, and maybe if I would take the first 
shot the ‘D’ would get his stick on it. Maybe it just should have been like 
that. I’m happy for it.” 

Meanwhile, with two assists and a fairly solid night, Barrie “arrived” in his 
own way. “That’s Tyson’s best game by far,” Tippett declared. “He’s 
getting more comfortable, understanding what we’re trying to do. With the 
extra ice time he got when Bear was out I thought he did a real good job.” 

Ethan Bear left in the third period and did not return. That resulted in a 
season-high 27 shifts, and 22:46 in ice time for Barrie. 

Like his game, the Oilers have been slow coming around thus far. He 
sees both starting to get a foothold. 

“Hundred percent we can see this turning around,” he said of the Oilers 
fortunes. “We got some bad bounces against us and maybe you think, 
‘Here we go again.’ But we stuck with it. Hopefully this is the turning point 
and we can go on a bit of a tear.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks dial up systems play to snap 10-game losing 
streak vs. Jets 
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Boeser’s two goals help Canucks top Jets 

Brock Boeser had two goals to lead the Vancouver Canucks to a 4-1 win 
over the Winnipeg Jets. 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

January 31, 2021, 2:28 AM 

 

WINNIPEG – We would say hell froze over, but then Winnipeg is always 
frozen this time of year and it has been a hellish place for the Vancouver 
Canucks since the Jets returned from exile a decade ago. So, Saturday, 
maybe hell thawed. 

The Canucks, who had lost 10 straight games to the Jets and eight in a 
row in Winnipeg, not only beat the Jets 4-1, but dominated them over the 
final two periods to extend their winning streak to four games. 

Vancouver accomplished more in this one road victory than it did 
sweeping three home games this week against the hapless Ottawa 
Senators. The Jets are so not like the Sens. But the Canucks outshot 
them 31-11 after the opening period and scored as many goals in one 
night at MTS Place as they had over the last six years. 

At 6-5, the Canucks are back above .500 for the first time since opening 
night and moved two points clear of the Jets in the Canadian playoff 
race. 

“Yeah, we know that we haven't won here for a while,” Canucks coach 
Travis Green told reporters on Zoom after what could be a seminal 
victory. “We've had some close games in here, we've had some good 
games in our building. I think we've had some pretty intense games 
against this team, and they're a good hockey team. But it doesn't feel like 
we couldn't beat this team. 

“Tonight, all we wanted to worry about was our game. I think the media 
makes a little bit more out of streaks like that than players or coaches. 
But it's definitely nice to come in here and get a win because even 
though you don't talk about it, the players know. I know.” 

And now they know they can beat the Jets, whose formidable forwards 
and heavy game had always given the Canucks trouble. 

Brock Boeser scored just 29 seconds into the game and again into an 
empty net for a victory that launches the Canucks to Montreal for back-
to-back games Monday and Tuesday against the Montreal Canadiens. 

The Habs may not recognize the Canucks as the team they saw last 
week in Vancouver, where Montreal won two out of three games and 
pumped in 17 goals amid slack defending and an epidemic of Canuck 
turnovers. 

“I’m sure you guys can see it just watching the games,” Vancouver goalie 
Thatcher Demko said of the dramatic uptick in systems play. “We’re 
starting to get some of that chemistry we were talking about. When guys 
are on the same page, everything just kind of moves a little bit smoother 
and you start building confidence that way because you can kind of trust 
the guy next to you a little bit more.” 

BROCK-STAR 

After a rib injury and 12-game goal slump at the end of last season left 
Boeser with just 16 goals for the campaign, the Canucks winger suddenly 
leads the NHL with eight in 2021, one goal ahead of Mikko Rantanen and 
Connor McDavid. 

“I think the last year -- I've said it a lot -- it was a learning experience,” 
Boeser said. “I think I was in my head the most I've ever been in my head 
in my hockey career. This year is a fresh start and I just felt like I need to 
get back to my game, not overthinking things, just playing off instinct.” 

He opened scoring Saturday by beating Winnipeg goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck with a deke after the Jets left him unchecked, fooled by 

Vancouver defenceman Alex Edler, who appeared to be about to ring the 
puck around the boards to J.T. Miller but slung it back into the high slot to 
Boeser. 

“Eagle shocked the whole rink,” Boeser said. “He made a tremendous 
pass there. I think everyone thought that he was going to bump it to 
Millsy behind the net and he did the old Eagle there and kind of looked 
off Millsy and passed it right to me in front. It was a phenomenal pass by 
him.” 

Not only does Nils Hoglander play lacrosse, but the Swede is also pretty 
good at baseball, too. 

The 20-year-old Canucks rookie has had a pile of good shifts this season 
but his first-period twirl against the Jets, on Hockey Night in Canada, may 
have been his best so far in the NHL. And not only because he scored at 
8:17 to break a 1-1 tie. 

Famous for a pair of “lacrosse” goals in Europe, Hoglander demonstrated 
his hand-eye coordination by bunting the puck past Hellebuyck after Bo 
Horvat’s pass hit Mark Scheifele and bounced off the top of the Jets’ net 
and into the crease. 

But the previous 15 seconds were even more impressive for Hoglander, 
who on the zone entry embarrassed Josh Morrissey with a spinarama 
move at the blue line before taking the puck hard to the net while holding 
off the defenceman. Hoglander shot high, but seconds later stole the 
puck back as Morrissey tried to transition it up ice. The Canuck went hard 
to the boards with Morrissey, then spun away and beat Winnipeg’s best 
defenceman to the front of the net, where the cascading puck awaited. 

It’s not Hoglander’s skill that has been most impressive since he forced 
his way on to the Canucks at training camp -- it’s how hard and 
relentlessly he competes for pucks and protects them once he has them. 
He makes plays in traffic, where he plays bigger than his five-foot-nine 
frame. 

“I think a little bit I surprised myself,” he said of his NHL start, which 
includes three goals and six points in 11 games. “I think that’s important 
for my style to do the D-zone first and then take the offensive zone after 
that.” 

BENN THERE, DONE THAT 

We’re not saying Jordie Benn’s return from COVID-19 quarantine is the 
catalyst for the Canucks’ turnaround, but he has certainly been the 
catalyst for defence partner Quinn Hughes stabilizing his game and 
playing with more measure. 

A healthy scratch for much of last season and expected to be an extra at 
the start of this one had he been healthy, Benn has had his best week 
since joining the Canucks as a free agent in 2019. 

Benn’s point shot was deflected in by Zack MacEwen in the second 
period. 

In five games since Green inserted Benn into the lineup on his off-side, to 
the right of Hughes, the Canucks have outscored opponents 5-0 with the 
defencemen on the ice together at five-on-five. Before Benn, Hughes 
was outscored 12-6 at even-strength while playing with a variety of 
partners. 

“He’s a smart guy,” Green said of Benn before the trip. “He’s been calm 
with the puck, which we’ve liked. He has bought himself some time with 
the puck. I think he’s bought Quinn a little time, as well. He’s been a good 
fit with Quinn.” 

Last year, Benn couldn’t find a fit with anyone. Now, the 33-year-old is a 
steadying influence alongside a potential Norris Trophy candidate. 
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Sportsnet.ca / An inside look at the Toronto Six’s first wins in franchise 
history 

 

Lindsay Eastwood  

January 30, 2021, 3:33 PM 

 

Lindsay Eastwood is a rookie blueliner on the Toronto Six, the NWHL’s 
newest franchise. She’ll be blogging for Sportsnet throughout the 
league’s bubble season, taking place from Jan. 23 to Feb. 5. 

The tune-up games are over and we are officially getting down to 
business. As a brand-new team, the first few games were crucial for 
development, especially in a condensed season like this. We knew 
coming into the tournament it wasn’t going to be easy and it was going to 
take some time to get a feel for each other on the ice in game situations. 

We felt the brunt of that in the first two games, coming up short. After 
losing a 4-1 lead against Minnesota in what you might call Toronto sports 
style, we made sure to change that narrative against Boston. The pieces 
came together in the third contest as we topped the Pride 2-1 for our first-
ever win as a franchise. 

That had to be our hardest game we played yet. The Pride were fast and 
skilled; they also had a ton of chemistry. Right from my first shift I could 
tell they were going to be a tough matchup. My defence partner, Megan 
Quinn, and I made at least 3 D-to-D passes before we could find a 
winger to break it out to. The Pride had us hemmed in our zone for over a 
minute and I like to keep my shifts around 45 seconds. Quinny was the 
hero of that shift, as she eventually chipped it past their first and second 
forechecker up to our winger to get it out of the zone and we went for a 
much-needed change. 

Our first win was a hard-earned one. We spent a third of the game on the 
penalty kill. We killed off all but one, going 1-for-7. On the flip side we 
had five power plays and converted on one. Special teams really throw 
off the flow of the game and often disorganize the lines. Good thing our 
motto this season is “Flex and Flow”, which is exactly what we have been 
doing on and off the ice during this crazy year. 

I almost forgot how fun it is to win. When we got off the ice, we all were 
going back-and-forth on what our win song should be. This 
groundbreaking moment deserved the perfect song to capture the 
emotions of the win. 

We landed on the iconic Tik Tok Taylor Swift, Love Story (Discolines 
remix). This song really got the girls out of their seats, with our 
proclaimed grandma of the team Julie Allen leading the charge. She 
undeniably takes the cake for best dance moves, although coach Digit 
Murphy gave her a run for her money as she joined right in for the post-
win celebration dancing. 

The very next day we had a schedule change and we were back in game 
mode for a quick turnaround against the Buffalo Beauts. Energy was low 
leading up to this battle of the QEW. We had come off a late game the 
night before and it would be our fourth game in five days. I haven’t played 
that much hockey in that tight of a schedule since high school, and the 
games were much shorter back then. 

However, coach never fails to bring the energy. For her pre-game speech 
she came in with these tiny hands and did a pterodactyl dance down the 
aisle of players. Needless to say, that got us fired right up. Coach Digit 
always has something cooking up her sleeve. Her pre-game speeches 
have become my favourite part of game day because you never know 
what she’s going to do to pump us up. Before our game against 
Minnesota, she had all three coaches in the dance circle. 

We learned quickly during the Beauts matchup that no game in this 
league will be a walk in the park. After the first, we blasted the tunes and 
found a second wind. We picked it up and the momentum swung our 

way. We rode on that energy and eventually topped the Beauts 4-2 to put 
ourselves third in the standings. 

Our two days off were well-earned. I needed some major recovery on 
those off days. 

My body may have gotten some rest, but my brain didn’t. Throughout the 
two-week bubble, I have been working my day job remotely. I do project 
management with Critical Mass, a digital marketing agency. They 
granted me this job in support of me playing professional hockey. I didn’t 
realize how difficult it would be to juggle playing hockey at this level while 
continuing to work. But for now that is just what women have to do for the 
love of the game. 

We are now halfway through this bubble season and nearly through the 
preliminary rounds. The Six have found their groove and win song! I am 
ready to play the games that really count now and send it all the way to 
the Isobel Cup. 
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TSN.CA / New assistant Malhotra empowers the Leafs power play 

New assistant coach Manny Malhotra is making an immediate impact on 
the team's power play. Mark Masters has more on Malhotra's 
contributions to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised in Edmonton today ahead of Saturday night’s game against the 
Oilers. 

New assistant coach Manny Malhotra is making an immediate impact on 
the team's power play. 

"It started with the vision he had for the group," said head coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "How he wanted it to look in terms of structure, but then also in 
terms of how he wanted it to look in terms of having two units and having 
different people involved and having a strong net-front presence and 
those were some changes from last season." 

Last season, the Leafs relied heavily on one stacked unit featuring 
Auston Matthews, John Tavares, Mitch Marner and William Nylander. 
This year, Matthews and Marner are anchoring one unit with Nylander 
and Tavares on the other. 

"He felt confidently enough that that's what he wanted to go with and I 
supported him in that," said Keefe. "It's really been his vision and he's 
leading the way in communication with the players. He's given them great 
ownership of it in seeking their input and also having them feel 
empowered to go out and use their skills within the structure he's 
provided." 

Toronto is converting on 43 per cent of its chances this season and is 
tied with Colorado for the most power-play goals (12). 

"The results are encouraging," Keefe said. "We know that penalty kills 
are going to continue to get better and get tighter and goals will be harder 
to come by, but we're definitely off to a good start." 

Simmonds encourages Marner to shoot at his chest on Leafs PP 

The Leafs power play is off to a scorching start with 12 goal on 28 
chances. New net-front presence Wayne Simmonds has potted two man-
advantage markers in the last three games with Mitch Marner assisting 
on both. "He's told me about five times, don't be afraid to shoot at his 
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chest," Marner revealed. "He's not lying either. He will eat it off the chest, 
[let it] bounce down and get a second opportunity and he doesn't care." 

--- 

The power play success has helped the Leafs overcome their lack of 
discipline. Only Vancouver (48) has been shorthanded more times than 
Toronto (37).  

The Leafs were whistled seven times on Thursday with Alexander 
Kerfoot the culprit on three occasions.  

"The standard changes year to year and it's just a matter of us adapting," 
the third-line centre said. "The refs are going to call the game however 
they want and that's their job. They have a tough job themselves and we 
have to learn from whatever it is they're going to be calling on a nightly 
basis and do a better job to not take penalties." 

It was clear early on Thursday night that officials Graham Skilliter and 
Chris Schlenker were going to call things tight.  

"It's less about the standard and more about us being disciplined," 
Kerfoot said. "We've been taking more penalties than the other team in 
the majority of games so you don't just get that unlucky that many games 
in a row. We're doing something wrong and especially me last game. I 
got to be a lot more disciplined that that."  

The Leafs have watched their opponent earn more power plays in five of 
the last seven games.  

Kerfoot, Leafs search for answers to penalty problems 

Alex Kerfoot recorded a penalty in every period in the Maple Leafs last 
game against the Oilers. Sheldon Keefe says they need to clean up their 
stick work because the excessive penalties are allowing teams back into 
games. 

--- 

On Tuesday night in Calgary, Mikko Lehtonen logged just over 13 
minutes in his third career NHL game. It was a big boost from his first two 
outings when he played six minutes and 41 seconds and then eight 
minutes and 34 seconds.  

"It was good," Lehtonen said. "I think I played good and felt good on the 
ice so just can't wait to play more. It went well." 

But the 27-year-old KHL import didn't see the ice much down the stretch 
against the Flames.  

"We are still in that stage where I am getting a feel for what he can 
bring," Keefe acknowledged after that game. "I am really confident and 
comfortable with him on the power play. There is no doubt about that. At 
even strength, there is a lot for us to still find out in terms of how he can 
handle different match-ups and how much we need to protect him and 
give him an opportunity to really adjust to the league, to the pace and the 
competition. I would still say we are uncomfortable [with him]. If he were 
speaking honestly, Mikko is probably a little uncomfortable, too." 

The adjustment to the North American game, of course, hasn't been easy 
and the lack of exhibition games this year didn't help.  

"You have to be able to move the puck quicker and don't keep [it] that 
much," Lehtonen said. "I try to make good passes right away. A little bit 
quicker game."  

Lehtonen has leaned on some veteran teammates to help him get 
through the growing pains.  

"We have a lot of great guys on the team so hard to say one, but I have 
talked a lot with [Jason] Spezza. He has helped me a lot. He's an older 
guy and knows how the business is running here and all the things in 
North America. He's being really kind for me and helping me every day. 
He's been awesome for me ... It's not every time about the hockey. It's 
living in Canada or whatever, like, all around." 

Lehtonen, as you would imagine, is missing his friends and family back 
home in Turku, Finland. What else is he missing?  

"We have really dark [rye] bread called ruisleipä in Finland and we can't 
get it from here," he said with a smile.  

Leafs' Lehtonen misses Finnish bread; leaning on personable Bogosian 

Mikko Lehtonen talks about the changes he's had to make while 
adjusting to the quicker North American game. He also explains how 
Jason Spezza and Zach Bogosian have really helped him adapt on and 
off the ice. 

--- 

Lehtonen, like on Tuesday, will start the game paired with Zach 
Bogosian.  

"He helps me a lot with talking a lot on the ice and making the simple 
play," Lehtonen noted. "He's been good for me." 

Bogosian has been good for a lot of Leafs this season adding a physical 
element to the back end and soaking up a lot of penalty-kill minutes (2:30 
per game). Fresh off a Stanley Cup win, Bogosian hasn't been shy in the 
room.  

"The biggest thing is personality," observed Keefe. "What he brings every 
day is good energy. He's a very confident guy and fits in and gets 
comfortable quickly. Right from the first day in the building you kind of felt 
his presence there. He deals well with all the players regardless of age 
and status. He interacts well with everyone, coaches just the same. On 
the ice he’s a reliable penalty killer. He's a competitive guy so all those 
things bring lots to us for us for sure within that D core. He's got lots of 
parts of his game that complement the rest of the group really well."   

--- 

After allowing nine goals in his first two starts, Frederik Andersen is 4-1-0 
with a .919 save percentage in his last five outings.  

"I really feel like he’s settled into the season really well here," noted 
Keefe. "With no exhibition games it's tough on the goaltenders to find that 
rhythm and get comfortable again in the net in a game setting so I think 
he’s settled in. He looks like he's in a nice groove. He looks really 
comfortable and confident in the net. I think we’ve done a real good job of 
protecting him at five-on-five and reducing the number of odd-man 
chances and really egregious chances against yet when we’ve had 
breakdowns he’s been there." 

Andersen is 14-1-1 in his career against the Oilers, including 7-0-0 in 
Edmonton.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Fred-monton settling into the season 

After allowing nine goals over his first two starts, Frederik Andersen has 
responded with a 4-1 record and will look to help the Maple Leafs sweep 
their four-game road trip through the province of Alberta. Mark Masters 
has more on Andersen's success when facing the Oilers. 

--- 

Justin Holl will look to celebrate his 29th birthday with another strong 
effort tonight. The late-blooming defenceman logged a team-high 24 
minutes and 50 seconds on Thursday night.  

"He's a little more confident with another year of experience," said 
partner Jake Muzzin earlier this week. "You learn players, you learn 
systems more and he's just come in ready. He looks good physically and 
he's coming into his own right now." 

"A year makes a lot of difference," Holl agreed. "I like being in this 
position a lot better than the position I was in last year. And it doesn't 
mean that I feel comfortable in my position or anything like that. I don't 
think anybody in this league feels comfortable with where they're at." 
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Last year, Holl emerged as an every-day NHLer helping solidify the right 
side of Toronto’s blue line. The previous year he sat as a healthy scratch 
71 times.   

"He's a guy who just worked extremely hard to gain his role on this team 
and his teammates are extremely happy for him," said fellow defenceman 
Morgan Rielly. "Each and every night more and more people are realizing 
just how important he is, just how good he is and he's a huge part of our 
team. Going back to last year and what happened the year before that, it 
was all hard work and he's just a guy that enjoys a challenge." 

    Sending super mega birthday wishes to @12JHoll   
pic.twitter.com/O3Pumm8loc 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 30, 2021 

--- 

Projected Leafs line-up for Saturday’s game in Edmonton:  

Hyman − Matthews − Marner 

Nylander − Tavares − Mikheyev 

Vesey − Kerfoot − Simmonds 

Barabanov − Engvall − Spezza 

Rielly − Brodie 

Muzzin − Holl 

Lehtonen − Bogosian 

Andersen starts  

Hutchinson 
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TSN.CA / Canucks vs Jets Gameday Preview 

The Vancouver Canucks open a six-game road trip tonight against the 
Winnipeg Jets at Bell MTS Place, fresh off sweeping a three-game series 
vs the Ottawa Senators. 

 

Jeff Paterson 

 

VANCOUVER – After a three-game sweep of the Ottawa Senators, the 
Vancouver Canucks (5-5) embark on a six-game road trip starting tonight 
against the Winnipeg Jets (5-2) at Bell MTS Place. This game features 
eight of the top 22 scorers in the NHL in the early going. 

The Canucks outscored the Sens 16-3 in their three game set to get back 
to .500 on the season. They finished off their series with a 4-1 win on 
Thursday night. Brock Boeser had his third two-goal game of the season 
while Elias Pettersson scored for the second straight game and Tanner 
Pearson rounded out the goal-scoring. 

Quinn Hughes had 1+4=5 to lead all Canucks in the three games against 
the Senators and has the team-lead and is tops among all NHL 
defensemen with 1+10=11 on the season. With his two goals Thursday, 
Boeser now has a share of the NHL lead with six on the season and is 
one ahead of Bo Horvat and Tyler Motte for the team lead. 

The Canucks opened the scoring in all three games against the Sens 
and are 5-1 this season when hitting the scoreboard first. The Canucks 
outshot Edmonton on opening night January 13th, but have been outshot 
in nine straight games since then. The Canucks have dropped three 

straight road games and are still looking for their first power play goal of 
the season away from home (0/15). 

After backing-up Braden Holtby on Thursday, Thatcher Demko returns to 
the Canucks net tonight. He stopped 77 of 79 shots in consecutive wins 
against Ottawa earlier in the week. He allowed a power play goal on 
Wednesday night and stopped 56 of the 57 even-strength shots the Sens 
sent his way. The Canucks will go with the same 18 skaters they used on 
Thursday which means Jake Virtanen and Olli Juolevi will be healthy 
scratches for a second straight game. 

This is the first of nine meetings between these teams this season. 
Winnipeg has owned this match-up over the past five and a half seasons 
going 14-1 against the Canucks in their last 15 meetings and outscoring 
them 52-21. That includes a current 10-game win streak during which the 
Jets have outscored the Canucks 35-10 and shut them out three times. 
The Canucks have not won in regulation in Winnipeg since the Jets 
relocated to the Manitoba capital a decade ago (1-10). Their lone victory 
there came in a shootout on March 12, 2014. They have lost nine straight 
at Bell MTS Place and have been held to one goal or less in eight of 
those games They have two goals in their last four games as visitors 
there and four in their last seven. 

Winnipeg has not played since a 6-4 win over Edmonton on Tuesday 
night. Andrew Copp scored twice while Nik Ehlers, Paul Stastny, Adam 
Lowry and Mathieu Perreault also scored. Last season’s Vezina winner 
Connor Hellebuyck made 22 saves to collect his 152nd NHL victory. That 
puts him in a tie with Ondrej Pavelev for the Jets franchise record – a 
mark he will break with a win tonight. 

Ehlers has scored in five straight games and has 5+5=10 on the streak. 
Mark Scheifele 2+7=9 and Adam Lowry 4+3=7 are both on five-game 
point streaks, as well. 

Tonight, Jets coach Paul Maurice will move into sole possession of fourth 
place on the NHL’s All Time games coached list. He enters the game tied 
with Al Arbour at 1607. Maurice trails only Scotty Bowman (2141), Joel 
Quenneville (1709) and Barry Trotz (1681). 

These teams will meet again February 19th and 21st in Vancouver. The 
Canucks announced Friday those games will feature the debut of the 
team’s Reverse Retro jerseys. After tonight, the Canucks move on to 
Montreal for games on Monday and Tuesday before three straight in 
Toronto. 

POSSIBLE CANUCKS LINE-UP 

Miller-Pettersson-Boeser 

Pearson-Horvat-Hoglander 

Gaudette-Sutter-MacEwen 

Motte-Beagle-Roussel 

Hughes-Benn 

Schmidt-Myers 

Edler-Chatfield 

Demko 

POSSIBLE JETS LINE-UP 

Connor-Scheifele-Wheeler 

Copp-Stastny-Ehlers 

Perreault-Lowry-Appleton 

Harkins-Gustafsson-Lewis 

Morrissey-DeMelo 

Forbort-Pionk 

Stanley-Beaulieu 
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Hellebuyck 
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