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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Dallas Stars in shootout 4-3 for two-game sweep
By Chip Alexander
James Reimer wasn’t going to allow it. The Carolina
Hurricanes goalie was up to the challenge, determined to win
it
The Canes and Dallas Stars had gone through 60 minutes
and then a five-minute overtime Sunday at PNC Arena.
Jamie Benn, the Stars captain, had been a game-long
problem for Carolina, scoring a goal, assisting on another
while also flattening Canes captain Jordan Staal with a
vicious hit from behind early in the second period.
It was a tense, tough game. Staal scored a power-play goal
in the first period and winger Brock McGinn had a
shorthanded strike in the second off a Staal pass. Then, 2:35
away from a regulation loss, the Canes tied it 3-3 on a blast
from winger Nino Niederreiter.
Dougie Hamilton and Vincent Trocheck scored for the Canes
against Anton Khudobin in the shootout. Alexander Radulov
countered for the Stars, but only Radulov could beat Reimer
as he turned away Joe Pavelski and Benn.
“Obviously, you’re going against the other team’s best
shooters and it’s always nerve-racking,” Reimer said on the
postgame media call.
And stopping Benn? That had to be rewarding given Benn’s
role, given that Benn’s wraparound goal in the third gave the
Stars a 3-2 lead.
“One of the best in the league,” Reimer said. “You want to go
against the best and that’s what’s so much fun about this
game.”
To get to the shootout, the Canes (5-1-0) had to kill off a
Hamilton holding penalty in the overtime and a four-on-three
power play by Dallas. But defensemen Brett Pesce and
Brady Skjei did the heavy work, playing all two minutes, and
Staal played a hand in the kill, too.
“A four-on-three, there’s a lot of ice out there,” Reimer said.
“You just try to limit the most dangerous options and second
attempts. It’s just an all-out battle and everyone just
sacrifices and do what they can.”

The Canes also won the other PK battles, killing off four
penalties in regulation against a team that came into the
back-to-back ranked No. 1 on the power play in the league.
Since a nine-day pause for COVID-19 issues, the Canes
have won three straight, beating the Tampa Bay Lightning
and then the Stars twice -- the 2020 Stanley Cup champion
and the runner-up. But there have been unsettling moments.
Goalie Petr Mrazek left Saturday’s game early with an
apparent injured right hand, and forward Max McCormick
suffered an injured shoulder.
Then, Staal. Just 30 seconds into the second, Benn
launched at Staal from behind. Staal was down for a few
moments, then taken to the “quiet room” for the concussion
protocol before being allowed to return.
“I didn’t love the hit,” Staal said. Neither did the rest of the
Canes.
Reimer faced just 11 shots on Saturday after coming in for
Mrazek. He said he was fresh and rested after the long layoff
and ready for a back-to-back and whatever the Stars would
throw at him.
As it turns out, not much in the first period — Dallas had
three shots. But the Stars had 21 in the second and third,
then five shots in overtime. Jamie Oleksiak scored off a Benn
rebound in the second and Andrew Cogliano off the rush in
the third.
But the Canes won again with five regulars still out of the
lineup because of NHL COVID protocols. Brind’Amour said
he hopes to have defenseman Jaccob Slavin and forwards
Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele
back for Tuesday’s at Chicago — forward Jesper Fast
remained on the NHL COVID-19 list on Sunday.
Brind’Amour said Sunday he had no further update on
Mrazek, saying he was still being medically evaluated.
“We’re very happy, not content, but very happy with the way
we’re playing,” Staal said. “We didn’t change our game with
the guys out and all the stuff that’s going on outside of being
on the ice.”
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Civian: After a weekend sweep of the Stars, I think the Canes are actually good
By Sara Civian
It only happens every once in a blue moon, to be clear. But
it’s always fun on the rare occasion when you ask Rod
Brind’Amour and his players the same question and get very
different answers.
I’d wondered how the Hurricanes felt as they returned from
their COVID-19 pause to an imperfect, at times drudging
overtime win over the reigning Stanley Cup champions last
week. The pause made their already compact 56-game
schedule even more unforgiving, and they were about to
embark on a back-to-back with an undefeated, offensive
wagon of a Stars team.
How close did they reckon they were to midseason form?
Brett Pesce felt good.
“I think we’re right there, to be honest,” he said before
Saturday’s game. “Obviously, it’s the beginning of the year,
but everyone feels good and everyone’s in sync. It’s fun to
see, and it’s obviously fun to play. … Roddy and our team
kind of stressed that it’s not an 82-game season; every game
is so important. Especially coming off a long layoff, you’re
just assuming you’re gonna be a bit rusty. But you can’t
afford to have that rust. You gotta just go and have incredible
intensity every night.”
Brind’Amour, on the other hand, was a bit concerned about
the weekend slate. That’s kind of his job.
“We’re a ways away from (midseason form), I think,
especially with that pause we had,” he said before
Saturday’s game. “I think maybe had we played, I don’t know
how many of those games we missed now, we’d be closer to
it, but I think we were almost starting over the other night. It’ll
take a while to get our legs and get all the greasy mistakes
out of our game.”
No doubt, the win over Tampa Bay looked like starting over.
Petr Mrazek’s second shutout in three games was excellent
in what became a goaltending duel, while the rest of the
team — already without five regulars — battled to get its legs
back.
Then the Canes had all the legs Saturday and found a way
again Sunday.
I kept thinking about how important it is for players to feel
confident and for coaches to keep doubting.
Regardless, the Carolina Hurricanes are 3-0 since returning
from a 10-day pause due to their COVID-19 situation, and
they’re 5-1 on the fast-and-short season.
Let’s talk about the series win over the Stars …
Shot suppression: Let’s say you have a chance at winning $1
million if you can predict Brind’Amour’s postgame mood, but
there’s a catch. You can know only one of two stats: the final

score or the shot-suppression analytics. You’d be better off
knowing the latter.
So, yes, the Canes won both games, but it’s more about the
way they did so. We’ll go over the variety later, but the
common denominator is comforting because, entering their
third season under Brind’Amour, the Canes have adopted an
identity as simple as it is distinct: Don’t let the other team
shoot.
“The effort, I think that’s what has been really special.
Everybody’s just digging in, really, to a man, and that’s
propelled us these last few games especially,” Brind’Amour
said. “We’re short-staffed and the guys just buckled down,
and we’re getting it done.”
The Stars had no five-on-five shots in the last two periods of
Saturday’s game, two shots on goal total in that second
period and only four five-on-five shots on goal overall in the
entire game. That was the second time in those first five
games that the Canes had allowed fewer than 15 shots
against. The Stars caught up to them about midway through
the game Sunday, and the depleted Canes started racking
up defensive lapses, but they did what they had to do to
minimize premeditated damage early on.
I refuse to look at the NHL standings or any stats that aren’t
on a per-60/per-game basis this season, but in the past few
years the Hurricanes have been at the top of the league in
fewest shots allowed, and six games deep this season
they’re No. 2 in the league in shots allowed per game with a
23.3 average. This still doesn’t mean much before everyone
has played 20 or so games, but it’s a continuing pattern for
the Canes.
Is the power play actually good? Brind’Amour kept it real a
few days ago when he was asked for an assessment of the
Canes’ power play thus far: “We’re all going off results,
right?”
For the better half of the past decade, the Canes have had to
rely on the above game plan if they wanted a 50 percent
chance of winning. But now the skill is coming together in a
way that it almost feels like cheating when the power play
actually works. The process is worth exploring now, if you
were seeing what I was seeing Sunday. I saw one of Andrei
Svechnikov’s best games so far, and he didn’t record a
single point. I saw Martin Necas living light years ahead of us
all and finally acting on it. I saw both of them connect a few
times, and it amounted to nothing at the time, but boy oh
boy, what it might become. I saw Dougie Hamilton doing his
job and Jordan Staal exceeding his. Now, the Stars’ penalty
kill looked atrocious. But there’s reason to believe.
The taxi squad needs a taxi squad. On top of the five NHL
regulars out due to COVID-19 — Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo
Teravainen, Jesper Fast, Jordan Martinook and Warren
Foegele — the Canes took a beating with injuries this
weekend. Brind’Amour said Mrazek’s injury — a friendly-fire
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collision in his finger area with Max McCormick — isn’t “as
bad as it looked,” but unfortunately, it looked pretty bad.
Mrazek is getting an MRI on Monday.
Beating good teams. The Hurricanes are, in fact, beating
good teams. Thank you for your time reading my story!
Give me fuel, give me fire … Nino Niederreiter getting that
quick goal against the Predators on Jan. 18 felt monumental,
if you know anything about the guy. He’s the precise
combination of superstitious and streaky that is the best or
worst thing ever, depending on the season. He was all over
the front of the net with nothing to show for it Sunday until
the biggest moment of the game, when he tied up the score
late in the third decidedly away from the net. The people
deserve Good Nino in 2021.
The new guys aren’t too shabby. I keep thinking about Peter
W.’s comment on my story about Steve Lorentz: “Young
guys like this are so valuable on a team and can really
energize a locker room.” You look at Lorentz’s debut and
how he hustled short-handed and that couldn’t be more
accurate. Then you see how he got his first assist from pure
hustle in his second game and you’re proud. Then you see
how he got some power-play time Sunday and you know
Brind’Amour took notice. There were several big-boy plays
over the weekend that would energize a dressing room.

been after that Necas overtime winner. But I love seeing the
handful of players’ family members there and hearing them
go crazy when their guy scores, or even chirping the refs.
They’re holding it down, rest assured.
Vincent Trocheck is going to have a career season. Folks,
this is a man possessed. Maybe we should all start creating
our own little pregame mixtapes or something. He’s in a twoway tie with Svechnikov for a team-leading six points, four
goals and two assists. He insists it’s about the quality of his
linemates — Necas and Niederreiter — that has led him
here. Quote of the week? “The nice thing about the skill guys
here is that they work their a- … butts off.”
This is a Jordan Staal appreciation checkpoint. Sit here for
one minute and simply appreciate Jordan Staal. Make peace
with your past thoughts. Delete a few bad tweets.
Digging in. I know how much you guys love Tripp Tracy and
his “Digging in with Tripp” podcast, and I know how much I
love Tripp’s dedication to a bit. He’s so dedicated to “Digging
in” that I’ve noticed the phrase comes up from a different
player or Hurricanes coach almost every day. I asked
Brind’Amour if his usage of “digging in” was a Tracy
reference after he said it with an emphasis Saturday, and he
said: “Unfortunately, now they apparently all are.” A-plus
marketing.

I know you’re wondering about the new in-game experience.
Obviously, it flat-out sucks that y’all aren’t there. I keep
thinking about how loud our good ol’ PNC Arena would’ve

NHL arena rankings: The best and worst places to see a game, as rated by fans
By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers
The age of the dump — the gloriously dated bandbox with
cramped corridors and broken seats and square, low-def
scoreboards and the deafening volume that can only come
from cramming 17,000 people into an absolute fire hazard of
a rink — is pretty much over in the NHL. Only three league
arenas are more than 27 years old. One of them is Madison
Square Garden, which has been renovated and modernized
and is still an absolute jewel. The other two are Calgary’s
Saddledome (opened in 1983) and New York’s Nassau
Coliseum (1967), neither of which is long for this world. Or, at
least, this league.
Meanwhile, Anaheim finally upgraded its ancient scoreboard
recently. St. Louis got a makeover ahead of last year’s AllStar Game. Edmonton’s dump-tacular Rexall Place was
replaced by the gleaming Rogers Place. The pungent smell
of stale beer and urine that was so indelible at Joe Louis
Arena was replaced by the magnificent Little Caesars Arena.
But not all arenas are created equal. Far from it. So with fans
reminiscing about being back in the building for hockey, and
looking forward to returning, we thought it’d be fun to have
them rate their own rinks. More than 10,000 of you took the
time to rate your favorite arena(s) in a variety of categories
— atmosphere, sight lines (we miss you, Barclays Center),
food options, convenience (public transit options, ease of
parking-lot exits, etc.), location, appearance, and unique
touches (cannons, Tesla coils, statues, anthem traditions,
etc.).

We crunched the numbers, picked out the best comments,
and put this list together. Some fan bases were harder on
their rinks than others, and those of us who’ve been in all 31
buildings might find a few of these numbers borderline
delusional. Then there’s everyone in Ottawa, who really,
really, really hates the very far away Canadian Tire Centre.
Here’s the list, starting with the best, which unsurprisingly is
one of the two newest.
1. Vegas (T-Mobile Arena): 9.3/10
Atmosphere: 9.82 (1st)
Sight lines: 9.51 (1st)
Food options: 8.47 (2nd)
Convenience: 8.46 (3rd)
Location: 9.79 (1st)
Appearance: 9.6 (1st)
Unique touches: 9.5 (1st)
“It’s Vegas, enough said.”
“There’s never a dull moment. Some teams basically turn on
the lights and drop the puck (Arizona, I’m looking at you),
which I’m sure is great for the purest fans, but doesn’t really
turn the game into an event.”
“We go to a hockey game and a KNIGHT club breaks out!”
“T-Mobile is brand spankin’ new, so it’s no surprise to me
that it’s state-of-the-art in most areas. Parking is a nightmare,
but it’s Vegas, what do you expect?”
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“One of the smartest things the design team did with this
arena was to keep the seating under 18,000. It allows for
amazing sight lines. There is not a single bad seat in the
house. The game-day experience, while way over the top, is
second to none.”
2. Montreal (Bell Centre): 8.88/10
Atmosphere: 9.64 (2nd)
Sight lines: 9.17 (4th)
Food options: 7.78 (8th)
Convenience: 8.29 (5th)
Location: 9.46 (3rd)
Appearance: 8.5 (12th)
Unique touches: 9.35 (2nd)
“The hot dogs alone make it No. 1 in the league.”
“Because if hockey is religion in Canada, then Montreal is
Rome and The Bell Centre is the Sistine Chapel.”
“Impossible to find parking around the BC. Parking inside is
$$$. Price of food and drink is absurd, although likely on par
with MSG, Scotiabank Arena, etc. Hallways are cramped. Ingame presentation is OK. And yet with all that said, there’s
likely no better place to watch a hockey game than in
Montreal, just based on tradition alone.”
“There is an aura of the Bell Centre. There isn’t a bad seat in
the house. Look up and the rafters tell the story. Grab a
chien chaud, a hot dog with history. You can walk to the Bell
Centre after a great pre-game meal from Drummond, Peele,
Ste. Catherine. The STM is here. It has character. If I could
rate it higher, I would.”
“For a 25-year-old building, it’s aged very well. Still some of
the best sight lines in hockey, an atmosphere that is
unmatched while still showing the right amount of respect to
the team’s history.”
3. Nashville (Bridgestone Arena): 8.82/10
Atmosphere: 9.46 (4th)
Sight lines: 8.95 (10th)
Food options: 8.0 (6th)
Convenience: 7.85 (14th)
Location: 9.79 (2nd)
Appearance: 8.88 (7th)
Unique touches: 8.83 (4th)
“Great location, walk outside the building into a giant party!”
“Atmosphere is amazing. There’s no better location than on
Broadway. There’s not a bad seat in there. Parking is easy.
Intermission bands are great. I love everything about
Bridgestone, except the cramped, narrow seats.”
“It is ALWAYS too loud. I love the performances from local
artists and their connection to the team, and Gnash is
awesome, but please can I leave without losing my hearing!”‘
“Bridgestone Arena brings everything you want to have in an
entertaining night out from the product on the ice to the
musical artists and awesome production team. One of the
loudest buildings in the NHL when the Predators are rolling.
They keep the fans engaged from the moment you enter to
the walk over to Broadway to finish your night. Nashville did
it right!”

“Nashville has blended the live music culture with a splash of
SEC football to create a special environment. Anyone else
that put their home stadium location as a 10 should be
required to come to a game in Nashville.”
4. Tampa Bay (Amalie Arena): 8.73/10
Atmosphere: 9.29 (5th)
Sight lines: 9.16 (5th)
Food options: 8.14 (3rd)
Convenience: 7.98 (10th)
Location: 8.17 (13th)
Appearance: 9.24 (2nd)
Unique touches: 9.08 (3rd)
“We have Tesla coils in the building. We literally have
lightning inside the arena. The Panthers can’t even get fans
in their arena.”
“Every update has been well done. Comfortable with perfect
sight lines. Tesla coils and organs are great. Area in
downtown Tampa used to be a dead zone but has gotten
much better and is continuing to improve due to investments
by the owner”
“I love the outdoor beer garden on the third level. Tesla coils
are obviously very cool. The place gets invaded by road fans
way too often to have that home feel that most northern
franchises enjoy. However, having two fan bases provides
tons of energy to the arena.”
“Great experience to tailgate outside in 70-plus degree
sunshine then go inside a beautiful arena that seems open
and spacious and watch great hockey. I find many of the
fans are snowbirds from Canada, so the crowd is friendly
and knowledgeable which enhances the experience.”
“Amelie’s not especially easy to get to, perched at the end of
a Tampa peninsula, with the best public transit being an 11
stop streetcar. But once there, it’s a decent hockey
destination, with wide concourses, unique chow (Mr.
Empanada is my first food stop), and an upbeat sellout
crowd watching a successful team.”
5. Minnesota (Xcel Energy Center): 8.57/10
Atmosphere: 8.58 (10th)
Sight lines: 9.48 (2nd)
Food options: 7.9 (7th)
Convenience: 7.94 (12th)
Location: 8.67 (9th)
Appearance: 9.11 (4th)
Unique touches: 8.29 (7th)
“Watching a game at the X makes you feel like you are
watching a game in a log cabin with 18,000 others.”
“Mini doughnut smell in the arena was not a question?”
“The X is all hockey all the time from the minute you walk in
the door until you leave. It’s all hockey, NHL, college, high
school, the jerseys, the reverence for history. It’s a hockey
cathedral.”
“Xcel Energy Center is filled with fans who understand and
love the game, but don’t make much noise. The arena ops
makes this worse as the jumbotron is used for commercials
more than anything that would motivate a fan. The live
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organist is fun and nostalgic, but does nothing to create a
desirable atmosphere like you might see elsewhere.”
“Xcel Energy Center is a beautiful arena. The parking around
it can be tough to come by and expensive. The game traffic
is also hefty. Knowledgeable and enthusiastic crowd. Now
let’s just hope the on ice product can get something done
and the X can host a Cup final game.”
6. N.Y. Rangers (Madison Square Garden): 8.56/10
Atmosphere: 8.54 (11th)
Sight lines: 8.31 (26th)
Food options: 8.12 (4th)
Convenience: 8.78 (1st)
Location: 9.27 (4th)
Appearance: 8.73 (8th)
Unique touches: 8.13 (9th)
“The world’s most famous arena. It’s true.”
“It’s hard to find complaints about MSG that don’t revolve
around price. Those are valid complaints to die-hard fans;
ticket prices and concessions are painfully high. The building
itself, it’s Madison Square Garden. Everyone owes it to
themselves to pay the price at least once.”
“The latest renovation of MSG killed the acoustics in the
building, and basically turned the place into a lounge. What
used to be a loud, intimidating crowd that buzzed from the
anthem to the buzzer is now a tomb.”
“The Garden is magic, you can feel the ghosts. Might not be
the nicest building but it has an aura.”
“Sitting on top of a major transportation hub in the middle of
a city surrounded by eating and drinking options makes for a
pretty good location. Atmosphere CAN be great but too often
is lacking.”
7. Columbus (Nationwide Arena): 8.54/10
Atmosphere: 8.28 (16th)
Sight lines: 9.15 (6th)
Food options: 7.41 (14th)
Convenience: 8.45 (4th)
Location: 9.0 (6th)
Appearance: 8.93 (6th)
Unique touches: 8.56 (5th)
“Nationwide’s 20 years old, but you’d never know it looking
around the interior, as it looks like it could be brand new.
Comfortable feel, seating, no bad sight lines anywhere and,
when it’s on, it’s ON.”
“Nationwide needs more cannons, less $14 Labatts.
Otherwise, it is hard to imagine a better overall indoor arena
experience.”
“The idea that the cannon annoys visiting teams and fans as
much as it does makes it all the better.”
“Love the cannon, hate the chili chant.”
“In-arena entertainment and promos MUST be updated. The
game presentation is beyond stale. Cheesy at this point.
Only Leo and the cannon really work. Arena itself is
beautiful, sight lines tough to beat and location is fabulous.”

8. Edmonton (Rogers Place): 8.2/10
Atmosphere: 7.64 (20th)
Sight lines: 9.05 (9th)
Food options: 7.3 (16th)
Convenience: 8.15 (8th)
Location: 8.59 (11th)
Appearance: 9.13 (3rd)
Unique touches: 7.55 (14th)
“Physically, the arena is tremendous. Great sound, great
sights, easy access to beer. The issue is all of the
production. They leave all of the excitement creation to the
fans, and that doesn’t always work. Sometimes it’s as silent
as no fans.”
“Rogers Place is the perfect modern arena. It is shiny and
new but lacks character or soul. There are no major glaring
issues with it. The location is great, right in the heart of
downtown, off of 104 St which has some nice little bars and
eateries. Accessibility is fine, sight lines are good. It’s just
missing … something.”
“Modern but lacks the intimacy and noise that Rexall used to
provide. Interior is bland compared to other new arenas such
as Little Caesars in Detroit.”
“Arena accessibility is amazing! The arena is connected to a
subway station, and it was clearly designed for the majority
of visitors to use that subway connection. It’s also in a nice
central location in the city, which makes it easy to get to no
matter where you live in the city. Only complaint is that it can
be difficult to drive there, especially when there’s a game,
due to the narrowness of the streets in Edmonton’s
downtown, but that’s not really the arena’s fault. Because of
the arena’s location within the downtown core, there are
numerous options for food and drink in close proximity to the
arena.”
“Obviously one of the newer arenas in the league, so it gets
major points for having all the nice, modern touches. Plenty
of food and beverage options, enough bathrooms, etc. Seats
are a bit tight, though. And it’s definitely missing some
unique touches that Rexall Place had.”
9. Detroit (Little Caesars Arena): 8.14
Atmosphere: 7.15 (23rd)
Sight lines: 8.81 (14th)
Food options: 8.49 (1st)
Convenience: 7.44 (19th)
Location: 7.82 (16th)
Appearance: 9.05 (5th)
Unique touches: 8.18 (8th)
“While many fans seemingly entered a stage of mourning
when the team left the Joe, I was stoked. The LCA is a stateof-the-art entertainment venue and a great for children,
adults (bars and drink options), and those needing
accessibility options to access and experience the game. I’ve
been to over 40 arenas and stadiums in pro sports and the
LCA and Truist Park (Atlanta Braves) rank above the rest on
this all-around criteria.”
“Replacing the atmosphere of The Joe is hard, but I think the
LCA is on its way to getting to that point once the Red Wings
develop a better team that will draw the crowds.”
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“LCA has been such an unfortunate stadium so far in its
early days. Having a terrible team sure doesn’t help, but I
think the rankings I had are brutally honest. The parking
options are OK, but they charge $35-plus and even more if
you’re parking at the arena. The food options are meh. I
mean of course you have to have Little Caesars, but at
double or triple the price. The restaurants that were built on
the outside are good, so that makes up for the lack of options
inside the arena. I think the most crippling thing LCA lacks
are the hotel options close to the arena.”

Appearance: 7.59 (20th)
Unique touches: 7.74 (11th)

“LCA is a beautiful building, despite its cheesy name. The
atmosphere will never replace the Joe, but hopefully it comes
close once the team is competitive again. The goal horn
sucks, along with some bad music selections in game.
Having an organist is a cool touch, though. If the Ilitch family
follows through on their long-delayed promises of
development around the arena, it could be a really special
place in the city when the team returns to contention.”

“There is an understated simplicity to the design of The
Tank. While it boasts a dated ‘high-tech’ architectural style, it
withstands the test of time within the context of Silicon
Valley. More than that though, I appreciate the intimacy of
the seating bowl. There are no frills and outlandish fan
experience flourishes that detract from your direct connection
with the competition on the ice. It has a communal rather
than corporate feel when compared to another familiar venue
to me, Staples Center.”

“Sight lines knocked because you can’t see the main
scoreboard from behind gondolas in the nosebleeds. Suites
are amazing. They put the bathrooms right across the hall to
dramatically improve sight lines and space in each.”

“Needs some renovations, but love the atmosphere when
team is competitive.”

10. Dallas (American Airlines Center): 8.07
Atmosphere: 8.33 (15th)
Sight lines: 8.85 (13th)
Food options: 7.23 (17th)
Convenience: 7.97 (11th)
Location: 7.99 (15th)
Appearance: 8.57 (10th)
Unique touches: 7.52 (15th)
“You haven’t been to a Stars game without Pantera’s Puck
Off blasting through the arena after a goal.”
“Stars have a non-traditional presentation, but it makes
things exciting without detracting from the game.”
“The only thing holding the arena back is the cavernous
ceiling. It can get loud in there, but it truly takes everyone.
Also, Dallas is a city of transplants, meaning road teams fans
are plentiful versus the Chicagos and Detroits of the world.
Game presentation, video, music and fan engagement are
second to none in my opinion. Dallas is switching DJs this
year though so that may impact things. Grubes is a legend
and will be sorely missed.”
“The Stars’ in-game presentation is absolutely fantastic,
always something clever and lighthearted to mock the
opposing team and any visiting fans. Dallas doesn’t have the
best public transit and surrounding parking areas are quickly
being developed into high-rise apartments. Despite turning
20 this year, the building still looks very good inside and out.”
“Basic but a good basic. Nothing too flashy but they do great
with what they’ve got.”
11. San Jose (SAP Center): 7.98
Atmosphere: 8.64 (9th)
Sight lines: 8.66 (17th)
Food options: 7.54 (12th)
Convenience: 7.89 (13th)
Location: 7.78 (17th)

“For a building that is now almost 30 years old, it still has
excellent acoustics and can get very loud. There are so
many traditions that make the Shark Tank such a special
place: the chomp on the power play, the sing-songy “Let’s
Go Shaaaaarks” that echoes as SJ Sharkie bangs his drum,
entering through the giant Shark head to Metallica’s Seek
and Destroy.”

“It’s an old barn and not always full, but once it gets to playoff
time, there’s a reason why the Sharks have held such strong
home-ice advantages over the past two decades.”
“Bay Area traffic and parking is a joke and getting to SAP
Center via ride-sharing is a nightmare, but despite the SAP
Center being one of the older buildings in the league, I’m
really happy with the experience.”
12. Los Angeles (Staples Center): 7.96
Atmosphere: 7.9 (18th)
Sight lines: 8.49 (23rd)
Food options: 7.39 (15th)
Convenience: 7.04 (27th)
Location: 8.68 (8th)
Appearance: 8.51 (11th)
Unique touches: 7.72 (12th)
“Staples Center seems like it should be a lot nicer than it is.
The outside and LA Live area is a nice place to gather before
a game. The immediate atrium when you enter the arena is
promising … and then it all falls apart. The concourse is
nothing but empty concrete halls. There are barely any food
concessions except for the odd McDonald’s stall. It just feels
very underwhelming for what a world-class city like LA
should offer.”
“The tale of two cities: the lower bowl and suite have great
sight lines while the upper deck requires better vision than
Top Gun.”
“Staples Center is a pretty good place to watch a hockey
game. Nothing to complain about infrastructure-wise and
fans, despite LA’s reputation, are fairly knowledgeable and
passionate. At the same time, there’s nothing truly iconic or
unique about games at Staples. It’s just where they play
hockey, if that makes sense.
“Comfortable seats with extensive leg room. Staples leg
room stands out.”
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“Traffic is always bad getting to and leaving downtown.
There are a lot of food options, just none of them are any
good.”

And where else can you celebrate a goal with the song that’s
driven every other team in the league crazy over the past 10
years?”

13. Washington (Capital One Arena): 7.92

“The national anthem is enough to give you chills. I may be
biased but I’ve never loved something as much as the UC.
Granted there is not much to do around the stadium. Poor
location, great arena.”

Atmosphere: 8.66 (8th)
Sight lines: 8.48 (24th)
Food options: 6.54 (26th)
Convenience: 8.54 (2nd)
Location: 9.11 (5th)
Appearance: 7.61 (19th)
Unique touches: 6.45 (21st)
“I love the Cap, but there is no unique food option unless you
count Chick-fil-A.”
“The Capital One/Verizon/MCI is older and a little outdated.
‘Leaners’ in the upper section obstruct view. BUT, you can’t
beat the downtown location. There’s a Metro stop IN the
building, walkable bars everywhere, and pay parking not too
far away. Atmosphere is ELECTRIC.”
“I love the atmosphere of the arena, I’m just disappointed
with the arena. They just did a massive renovation and I
don’t feel like I’m benefitting from any of it. The bathrooms
are still gross. The food options are still bland and expensive
and served on a concourse that bottlenecks terribly. The
seats got smaller and the leg room worse. Don’t even get me
started on the ‘cup holders.'”
“Capital One is always rocking, plus ‘Unleash the Fury’ is a
great arena tradition.”
“Capital One Arena has an electric atmosphere, although it
has quieted down slightly in recent years, and incredible
sight lines. It is easy to get to, walking distance to a ton of
bars and restaurants, there is a sports book attached to it, as
well as decent food and drinks options.”

15. St. Louis (Enterprise Center): 7.82
Atmosphere: 8.51 (12th)
Sight lines: 8.9 (12th)
Food options: 7.7 (11th)
Convenience: 7.24 (22nd)
Location: 6.13 (24th)
Appearance: 8.13 (14th)
Unique touches: 8.12 (10th)
“It has gotten WAY better over the last couple of years.
Improvements have been noticed and are much appreciated.
Wouldn’t throw it on a list of ‘Must-Visit NHL Barns’ but it has
turned into a nice place to watch Blues games. Cannot sing
enough praise for the ownership group and their commitment
to the team, facilities and community.”
“Towel Guy is a treasure in St. Louis.”
“Enterprise is in an interesting location. How a lot of people
get to and leave the games is on shuttles that bars or
restaurants in nearby Soulard provide patrons. It would be
nice to be able to leave the stadium and have some places
right outside, but some of my favorite memories during the
Blues’ Stanley Cup run were on shuttle rides back after
games.”
“I haven’t been to a Blues game that I didn’t absolutely enjoy.
The new upgrades and that massive scoreboard above
center ice just makes things that much better.”

14. Chicago (United Center): 7.82

“Wish it wasn’t downtown.”

Atmosphere: 8.95 (6th)
Sight lines: 8.63 (19th)
Food options: 7.73 (10th)
Convenience: 7.19 (23rd)
Location: 5.7 (26th)
Appearance: 8.01 (15th)
Unique touches: 8.55 (6th)

16. Pittsburgh (PPG Paints Arena): 7.8

“Two words: The anthem.”
“The United Center is top-notch. The new lighting and
scoreboard are phenomenal. What do we have to do to get
cup-holders though? Also, the surrounding area could use
some work. Maybe a bar or two? Other than that, the UC is a
great second home.”
“Love the United Center, wish it was easier to get to. It can
be a pain to get out of the lots sometimes. The food at the
UC is top notch. Atmosphere is amazing. The anthem is
great, just wish our fans would respect other teams and not
do it on the road.”
“The UC is one of the best sports experiences in the world.
The roar of the crowd during the anthem is one of the
greatest traditions in all of sports, and the building is always
full regardless of whether the Hawks are doing well or not.

Atmosphere: 7.54 (21st)
Sight lines: 9.08 (8th)
Food options: 8.0 (5th)
Convenience: 7.06 (25th)
Location: 6.85 (20th)
Appearance: 8.62 (9th)
Unique touches: 7.47 (16th)
“PPG is a relatively new building, so the sight lines and
amenities are above average. Unfortunately, this also
eliminates character and uniqueness.”
“The house that Mario built! There’s truly not a bad seat in
the arena. Parking isn’t ideal, but where is it ideal?”
“Penguins games just simply aren’t unique enough. There is
nothing really special that other teams have. It’s just a run-ofthe-mill hockey game.”
“Tough to distinguish the newer arenas from one another,
not much in the way of atmosphere, but the sight lines are
the best. Not a bad seat in the place, can still see the ice
from the bars, concourses, lines for food — can’t beat that.”
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17. New Jersey (Prudential Center): 7.78
Atmosphere: 7.47 (22nd)
Sight lines: 9.09 (7th)
Food options: 7.51 (13th)
Convenience: 8.14 (9th)
Location: 6.2 (23rd)
Appearance: 8.47 (13th)
Unique touches: 7.6 (13th)
“The second you pass through the threshold and into The
Rock you get goosebumps that last the whole night. You
could be 20 years old or 60 years old, that feeling will never
go away.”
“Prudential Center is great because it’s near Newark Penn
Station, but the parking is atrocious. Food options — hello,
Ironbound District — are fantastic, but not exactly near the
arena. Atmosphere is stale. Corporate seats are usually
empty, and the upper deck is overpriced.”
“The Prudential Center is a great arena, but the building
often feels dead. Probably because the Devils are often
losing 5-2.”
“We eat chicken fingers every home game, but the entire first
concourse smells like chicken fingers.”
“The Rock is an East Coast gem, a few blocks from the train
station, with good sight lines, wide concourses, cheerful fans
and upbeat gameday music and presentation. It’s my first
choice NHL destination from hockey-free Baltimore.”
18. Winnipeg (Bell MTS Place): 7.74
Atmosphere: 8.89 (7th)
Sight lines: 8.95 (11th)
Food options: 6.64 (24th)
Convenience: 7.53 (18th)
Location: 8.02 (14th)
Appearance: 7.74 (17th)
Unique touches: 6.44 (22nd)
“No other arena in the league are you so close to the action,
and every fan is on the edge of their seat all game.”
“There are few traditions in the league that can rival the
playoff whiteout. We seem to be progressing past the initial
honeymoon phase of the Jets’ return to the city where
perhaps the atmosphere of a weeknight game against a
random opponent can fall a bit flat (but) a Saturday night
game against the Leafs is still as loud as any building I’ve
been in.”
“The lack of bells and whistles at Bell MTS Place, due to its
hey-we’re-just-happy-to-have-NHL-back attitude, started to
become quite noticeable a number of seasons ago. The
resale market for tickets has been soft in Winnipeg since the
2015-16 season and the ho-hum experience of going to a
Jets game certainly contributes to that.”
“As one of the smallest arenas in the league, Bell MTS Place
has great sight lines — even the upper level is not that high
— and the acoustics reverberate the vociferous fans. In
terms of location, you can’t beat a downtown arena that is
directly on a dedicated public transit route and adjacent to
dozens of restaurants and bars. Anyone who complains

about the ease of getting to and from games has to be an
entitled suburbanite who is ‘too good’ to take the bus.”
“In 10 years of the Jets, the in-game experience has not
really changed which I think means the organization is
getting complacent. The fans are great, though getting
quieter than they had been at the peak. I think lowering the
costs, getting more diehards in the building, and improving
the in-game experience would maybe bring some passion
back.”
19. Philadelphia (Wells Fargo Center): 7.7
Atmosphere: 8.47 (13th)
Sight lines: 8.58 (20th)
Food options: 7.76 (9th)
Convenience: 7.8 (15th)
Location: 6.28 (22nd)
Appearance: 7.57 (21st)
Unique touches: 7.46 (17th)
“The recent renovations to the Wells Fargo Center took
things from ‘indifferent’ to ‘love’ the arena. While the ‘bowl’
did not change, other than new seats, the concourses went
from tight crowded spaces and average to below-average
concessions to lots of open space and places to eat and
mingle, and terrific concessions with a huge variety of
options. Adding huge windows to both ends also adds to the
experience with a beautiful view of the city on the north end.
The new scoreboard is also amazing. Like having a brand
new arena.”
“Gritty! Also really, really great vegetarian and vegan food
options. The vegan cheesesteak is great. Also, Gritty.”
“It’s been a great building for years and is only getting better
with the updates being made. Flyers fans have always been
one of the best fan bases in the league.”
“Ugh, just ugh. The Philadelphia sports (precinct) has never
been fun to get to, and when you get there, you’ve got an
over-wide bowl with almost every seat miles from the ice,
and aggressive gameday music and video mix which inspires
Philadelphia fans to be as obnoxious as their reputation. At
least there’s Gritty.”
“It doesn’t have a neighborhood feel at all, so it gets a low
score on bars/restaurants. I don’t think it is that important. On
weekdays, I just want to go and get out easy. Also, Gritty.”
20. Boston (TD Garden): 7.63
Atmosphere: 8.28 (17th)
Sight lines: 8.29 (27th)
Food options: 6.6 (25th)
Convenience: 7.09 (24th)
Location: 8.64 (10th)
Appearance: 7.53 (22nd)
Unique touches: 6.96 (18th)
“It ain’t the old Gahden, but it does the job.”
“There is no option about the seats. The new seats are so
small, nothing else matters, going to a Bruins game sucks.”
“TD Garden is a perfectly adequate building for hockey. If
you remove the team, its history, and the tribal intensity of its
fanbase, it would be just another arena. When it comes to
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accessibility, it’s half-10, half-0, because one of the public
transit options will drop you off literally beneath the ice
surface, and the subway stops right across the street, but
you’re absolutely out of your mind if you want to drive in and
park there. There is no bad seat in the house as far as sight
lines, which is a big plus. I gave it a 4 in ‘unique touches’ in
honor of Bobby Orr, whose flying statue sits outside the
doors, but also because other than Bobby and the many,
many banners both the Bruins and Celtics have accrued,
there’s nothing super special about the building itself.”
“Great arena with plenty of nostalgic touches. Good food and
drink. Not cheap, but nothing in the area is. Made some
nice upgrades recently. Would get 10 for area bars if The
Fours hadn’t closed.”
“While the Jacobs have improved many aspects of the
Garden, losing The Fours automatically knocks an already
marginal bar scene down a notch. The arena does a nice job
with the in game stuff, but it’s not all that dissimilar from what
I’ve seen in other places. The Garden has a solid showing,
but there’s nothing really exceptional there. They make good
use of the Bruins history, which is a solid move.”
21. Vancouver (Rogers Arena): 7.52
Atmosphere: 6.53 (25th)
Sight lines: 8.71 (15th)
Food options: 7.19 (18th)
Convenience: 8.19 (6th)
Location: 8.5 (12th)
Appearance: 7.24 (25th)
Unique touches: 6.25 (24th)
“Rogers Arena is a perfectly fine venue to watch a hockey
game. It won’t blow you away, but it won’t disappoint, either.
Easy access to transit, restaurant and bars. The sight lines
are good and the lower concourse has plenty of food and
beverage options.”
“The worst part of being a Canucks fan is actually being in
the arena. It sucks so bad in there. So boring.”
“Rogers Arena is now one of the oldest in the league. Due to
its prime location it is unlikely that they would ever tear it
down and build new, so renovations are likely the way the
team will go. The concourses in particular are waaaay too
small and suffer from overcrowding during intermissions.
Food options are also not very good.”
“Rogers Arena is a library. If you shout too loud, you get
kicked out. If you try and start a chant and get people fired
up, you get kicked out. The only time you’re allowed to
scream is when the goal horn goes off. That’s it.”
“Exterior a little outdated and not a lot of propaganda,
everything else is top notch.”
22. Colorado (Ball Arena): 7.44
Atmosphere: 7.65 (19th)
Sight lines: 8.58 (21st)
Food options: 6.52 (27th)
Convenience: 7.76 (16th)
Location: 7.44 (18th)
Appearance: 7.81 (16th)
Unique touches: 6.3 (23rd)

“Ball Arena is just a standard arena. Nothing flashy, nothing
exciting. Definitely not the worst, but far from the best.”
“Kind of bummed it’s not called the Pepsi Center anymore,
but I’ve sat on the glass, behind the bench and up in the
nosebleeds and I truly believe there isn’t a bad seat in the
house. No obstructions, can see all of the ice, can see the
video board wherever you are seated.”
“Despite being a diehard Avs fan, I’m pretty indifferent to Ball
Arena. It lacks the personal touches and showmanship of
some other arenas I’ve visited, and the game-time traditions
for the Avs just aren’t there.”
“Good beer selection, but the food isn’t the best. I think Pepsi
Center (or Ball, whatever it’s called now) is well made and
nice, but has nothing unique or so much better to make it
stand out. An overall good experience, but lacking in
personality.”
“Solid arena, easy to navigate, non-club level food sucks,
great sight lines from lower level to the last row in the back.
Playoff atmosphere is awesome, but in-season games
against the Detroits and Chicagos can be annoying with all
the outside fans. A little far from the downtown restaurants
and I would never park in the arena lots, it’s much easier to
park in the 7th street garage on Auraria campus and pay the
school $6 and not deal with lines to get out.”
23. Toronto (Scotiabank Arena): 7.43
Atmosphere: 5.71 (28th)
Sight lines: 8.13 (29th)
Food options: 7.0 (20th)
Convenience: 8.18 (7th)
Location: 8.97 (7th)
Appearance: 7.47 (23rd)
Unique touches: 6.56 (20th)
“The biggest thing that will be brought up with Scotiabank
Arena in Toronto is the atmosphere — or lack thereof. I have
found that there are ‘two arenas’: upper bowl and lower bowl.
I have had some amazing times in the 300s replete with ‘Go
Leafs Go’ chants, high fives, and fans interacting with each
other. Simultaneously, the lower bowl is a ghost town.”
“They had an opportunity to create a real hockey mecca, a
stone’s throw away from the Hockey Hall of Fame. They
gave us an uninspired box. Never mind the new philosophies
of the ultra-modern stadiums of today. The ACC was bland,
even for its time.”
“Scotiabank Arena gets a bad rap, I think, because the Leafs
play there, but it’s actually a really great building, and
surprisingly intimate given its capacity. The most glaring
issue is the partial view seats behind the nets: the building
was designed for basketball, not for hockey, and if you’re
sitting too close to the luxury boxes behind the goals you
can’t see the near net – at all. They’re absolutely abysmal
seats. Beyond that, the 300 level concourse gets a bit too
cozy during intermissions, but SBA is one of the most
incredibly accessible venues I’ve ever been to, and I’ve
been to a lot. It’ll be even better once the tunnel to Union
Station’s fully functional.”
“It is still a very generic place. Everything is good, very little
is exceptional.”
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“Too many suits, terrible choice of beer, no craft selection at
all, but probably one of the best locations in the entire
league. Second team in the city when?”
24. Carolina (PNC Arena): 7.09
Atmosphere: 8.38 (14th)
Sight lines: 8.7 (16th)
Food options: 7.01 (19th)
Convenience: 7.33 (21st)
Location: 4.06 (30th)
Appearance: 7.24 (26th)
Unique touches: 6.89 (19th)
“You’ve heard it a 1,000 times, but tailgating before a Canes
game is life changing.”
“Regular season is admittedly pretty average. Playoffs, it’s
one of the best sporting atmospheres I have ever been to.”
“PNC Arena is fine, not exemplary, but fine. As far as the
practical matters are considered, the only major weak point
is location. There are very few options for
restaurants/bars/hotels in the immediate area. Public transit
is basically nonexistent at the arena, too. Inside you won’t
find a ton of nostalgia or memorabilia, but you will find decent
food options and an excellent selection of beer. The arena is
spacious and relatively easy to navigate. It has good sight
lines and the game presentation is solid, and has only
improved in the last few years. It’s not perfect, but it works
well.”
“PNC Arena is over 20 years old and it shows. Despite the
great new video board and other enhancements, a major
overhaul is needed. While its location is convenient to many
of the cities in the Triangle, the lack of bars and restaurants
in the area is a major drawback.”
“Acres of tailgate-friendly parking and mere minutes to exit
straight out to the interstate? Awesome! Almost makes up for
the fact it’s 5 miles from … anything else worth visiting.”
25. Anaheim (Honda Center): 6.95
Atmosphere: 6.14 (26th)
Sight lines: 8.66 (18th)
Food options: 6.93 (21st)
Convenience: 7.68 (17th)
Location: 5.88 (25th)
Appearance: 7.62 (18th)
Unique touches: 5.76 (27th)
“It feels like a small-market arena that had enough budget to
put marble everywhere.”
“Anaheim is a nice, quiet place to catch up on homework.
Honda Center doesn’t violate library noise regulations until
playoffs, and sometimes not until round 2.”
“You can’t discount the ease getting to and from The Pond in
multiple directions. Very cheap parking within walking
distance. And what a gorgeous building! The sight lines are
the best I’ve experienced from the cheap seats.”
“Terrible crowd, uninteresting building in the middle of a
parking lot, LA traffic.”
“To compare it to Staples Center since I’ve been there most
besides Honda Center, it’s better in every way besides

atmosphere. It’s such a sad atmosphere at Honda Center,
while at Staples people actually get into the game. The sight
lines are so much better than at Staples, where you sit a mile
away from the rink if you aren’t in the lower bowl and traffic is
never too bad at Honda Center.”
26. Arizona (Gila River Arena): 6.68
Atmosphere: 5.96 (27th)
Sight lines: 8.39 (25th)
Food options: 6.7 (23rd)
Convenience: 6.78 (28th)
Location: 6.7 (21st)
Appearance: 7.37 (24th)
Unique touches: 4.87 (29th)
“Like every other hockey fan in Arizona, I live on the other
side of Phoenix, so the drive is a long one. I like what they’ve
tried to do around the arena to make it enjoyable, but I still
don’t get out there as much as I’d like to. I’m a desert rat, so
having palm trees and water fountains next to your entrance
is a nice touch for me.”
“Phoenix needs to build the light rail system out to the
hockey arena and football stadium.”
“Gila River was built for hockey and the sight lines and
access are great. Food options inside and outside of the
arena are varied in price point and cuisine choices and top
notch. There is no question, however, that it’s too far away
for a majority of the fans in the Valley. On a map it doesn’t
seem far, but the traffic in the evening heading west from
virtually any part of the valley is a nightmare. Public
transportation to the arena is basically non-existent. Once
you are there, it’s a great place to watch hockey.”
“The atmosphere is great, but often the crowd has as many,
or more, visiting fans.”
“If this was in a better location, we would not be having
yearly discussions about attendance in Arizona. A better
team would go a long way as well, but this location is 100
percent a hindrance on them gaining the kind of consistently
good attendance that they deserve.”
27. Florida (BB&T Center): 6.43
Atmosphere: 5.3 (30th)
Sight lines: 8.55 (22nd)
Food options: 6.79 (22nd)
Convenience: 7.44 (20th)
Location: 4.81 (28th)
Appearance: 7.21 (27th)
Unique touches: 4.88 (28th)
“For an arena in the middle of the Everglades, ah, it’s OK.”
“The Panthers do an excellent job of working with what
they’ve got. They’re not set up for success with the location
or age of their arena, but they do their best to create a fun
atmosphere for fans both inside and outside the arena.”
“It’s just so far from everything. The arena is perfectly fine by
itself, but would be so much better if it was closer to
civilization and the team was good enough to bring fans in.”
“I’m convinced that if the Panthers had a downtown Fort
Lauderdale arena, they would draw 3,000-4,000 more fans
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per night on average, independent of their on-ice success or
failure. The delta from averaging 13,000 per night to 16,000
or 17,000 is the difference between the franchise losing
millions or making money. Most NHL franchises that have
struggled to attract fans have the same thing in common
(Arizona, Carolina, Florida, Ottawa): suburban arenas with
no other attraction for the casual fan.”
“The arena itself is easy to get to, well maintained, clean,
with plenty of parking. The concourse aisles are wide and
easy to navigate. We need a winning team to get fans
excited and create some atmosphere.”
28. N.Y. Islanders (Nassau Coliseum): 6.41
Atmosphere: 9.5 (3rd)
Sight lines: 9.32 (3rd)
Food options: 4.48 (31st)
Convenience: 6.14 (30th)
Location: 4.68 (29th)
Appearance: 4.92 (30th)
Unique touches: 5.84 (26th)
“The Coli is a dump, but it’s our dump. It’s home. Big-game
atmosphere is electric. Will surely be missed next year, but
looking forward to the new arena, as well.”
“Best for hockey viewing, celebrations, noise, etc. Worst for
everything else.”
“The fans and tradition are what make the Coliseum special.
Any non-Islander fan who goes there will probably be
miserable. Belmont is going to be great for the organization
and the NHL.”
“Nassau Coliseum is loud, compact, dirty, working class,
right in the heart of Nassau County. Food options are meh,
but all you need is a hot dog and beer anyway. Other than
bathroom lines, it’s perfect.”
“Yes, the sight lines and atmosphere are great. But how
many arenas have the special feeling when you walk in?
Old-time hockey, close to the ice, fans that all live near and
have passion for the team, rafters filled with memories. It’s
like old Yankee Stadium and Fenway Park, you can’t
replicate the ‘feeling’ inside. And when it’s gone, it’s gone.”
29. Calgary (Scotiabank Saddledome): 6.05
Atmosphere: 7.14 (24th)
Sight lines: 6.8 (31st)
Food options: 5.23 (30th)
Convenience: 6.35 (29th)
Location: 5.67 (27th)
Appearance: 5.0 (29th)
Unique touches: 6.13 (25th)
“Apparently in the ’70s when this was built people didn’t go to
the bathroom. Pretty much takes the entire intermission to go
to the washroom.”
“If there was a ranking on how long it takes to reach the
urinal, the Saddledome would have gotten a 1. I’m sure the
new building will be awesome and alleviate a lot of the
issues, but let’s enjoy the charm of the Saddledome while we
still can.”

“The Saddledome is so close to being good enough. It’s cool
looking. Location is not QUITE close enough to be walkable
from the nearby bars. The corridors are way too cramped.
The in-seat experience is good, there are very few bad seats
in the first two bowls. They have made huge strides in food
and beer in the last five years as well. There’s also a
scientifically dubious urban legend that the beer taps haven’t
ever been cleaned and consequently, the alcohol level in
‘Dome Foams’ is 2-3 percent higher than advertised.”
“Old building with lots of character. Bathrooms are terrible
and lines are huge. Media, I’m sure you know, have an
‘interesting’ catwalk. Bonus points to food options as they are
constantly bringing in new options and trying new things.”
“We need a new one.”
30. Buffalo (KeyBank Center): 6.0
Atmosphere: 5.14 (31st)
Sight lines: 7.82 (30th)
Food options: 5.76 (29th)
Convenience: 7.05 (26th)
Location: 7.03 (19th)
Appearance: 4.83 (31st)
Unique touches: 4.39 (30th)
“Many of the amenities at KeyBank arena are rundown and
falling apart. Always water on the floor in the bathrooms,
seats are falling apart. Overall appearance leaves much to
be desired.”
“Cheaply built arena, poorly maintained and quite frankly
filthy. How would you like to pay $75 for a seat where the
armrest is wood (replaced no less!) and the seat has shoe
prints on it from another event? Concessions are limited,
food is terrible and the prices are exorbitant.”
“KeyBank Center is a disgrace, just like the product that is
displayed nightly on and off the ice at Sabres games.”
“The ‘basics’ of the arena are good. What is not good is the
upkeep and maintenance. The arena is dirty, and full of
broken cup-holders, loose seats and arm rests and a general
‘dinge’ in the atmosphere. It could be so much better. On the
plus side, the addition of the attached Harbor Center on one
side and the LaBatt Brewhouse on the other is marvelous.
They are everything that the arena is not from a presentation
point of view.”
“The Buffalo Sabres have destroyed my love for the game.”
31. Ottawa (Canadian Tire Centre): 4.89
Atmosphere: 5.35 (29th)
Sight lines: 8.2 (28th)
Food options: 5.83 (28th)
Convenience: 3.31 (31st)
Location: 2.18 (31st)
Appearance: 5.53 (28th)
Unique touches: 3.82 (31st)
“Picture a frozen tundra. An icy wind pierces your clothing as
you complete the 20-minute trek across an empty parking lot.
The closest bar or restaurant is 20 km away. You think you
see a nirvana, but no, it’s just the Barbados-themed Berta’s
Bar, thanks Melnyk, on the bottom floor of the arena.
Banners hang outside featuring the likenesses of Ottawa’s
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star players. You don’t recognize any of them. The Sens lose
3-1 to Florida. Parking is $60.”
“Once you finally reach the other end of time, Canadian Tire
Centre is a good place to watch some hockey.”
“It’s the worst arena in the league, and has been pretty much
since the day it opened. I hate it so much. A major deterrent
to my attendance.”

“CTC is a cement box in the middle of a corn field and has
been for 25 years. The beer and the food options are poor
with little local flavour and are hugely expensive.”
“It’s a bland building in a terrible location, with little
atmosphere provided by fans and an awful in-game
presentation. But I can’t wait to go back.”

Hurricanes survive back-and-fourth 3rd period, beat Stars in shootout
Carolina knocked off the defending Western Conferene
champions for the second night in a row
By Cory Lavalette
The Hurricanes’ third period lead was turned into a one-goal
deficit, but Carolina rallied to tie the Dallas Stars and beat
them for the second consecutive night, winning 4-3 in a
shootout Sunday at PNC Arena.
Jordan Staal, Brock McGinn and Nino Niederreiter scored for
the Hurricanes, Dougie Hamilton and Vincent Trocheck
netted shootout goals, and James Reimer improved to 3-0-0
on the young season.
Carolina improved to 5-1-0 on the season, climbing over
Dallas and Tampa Bay to move into third place in the Central
Division. Second-place Columbus has 11 points but has
played four more games than the Hurricanes, while Florida is
5-0-1 but has played four of its six games against Chicago
and Detroit.
Three thoughts
1. Carolina looked like it was on the ropes after its 2-1 lead
entering the third period became a 3-2 deficit when Stars
captain Jamie Benn scored with eight minutes left. But the
Hurricanes continue to find a way.
First, Niederreiter — snakebitten most of last season — tied
the game at 17:25 of the third with a rocket from the left
wing that beat Stars goalie Anton Khudobin over his left
shoulder.

The Hurricanes closed out the Stars in the shootout, with
Hamilton and Trocheck scoring, and Reimer (26 saves)
stopping two of three Dallas shooters.
2. The Hurricanes continue to win games with their special
teams. Carolina scored just 1:58 into the game when Staal
redirected a Hamilton point shot past Khudobin for a 1-0
lead.
With the game later tied 1-1 and Dallas on the power play,
McGinn came up the left wing and blasted a slap shot
through Khudobin’s five hole for Carolina’s first shorthanded
goal of the season.
The Hurricanes have just two 5-on-5 goals in the past three
games, but those goals will come — especially with the
return of the remaining players in the COVID-19 protocol — if
Carolina continues to carry play, and the dominant special
teams play makes them all the more dangerous.
“That seems to be kind of the game now,” Brind’Amour said.
“Special teams are just so important because it’s just so hard
to score 5-on-5. Everybody’s dialed in on how to defend,
which is why I get so worked up on penalties that are iffy
because it’s just a game-changer.”
The pendulum will swing the other way at some point this
season, but for now, the special teams are leading the way
— especially the penalty kill.
“It takes an incredible commitment to play that way on the
PK,” Reimer said, “and our guys are just, to a man, buying in
and sacrificing.”

“I didn’t have a lot of speed going, so I knew I had to take
that shot and risk it and go far side high,” Niederreiter said.
“Glad it went in.”

3. Every hockey coach wants their team to “play a 60-minute
game,” but another frequently used coachspeak cliche is
making sure the group “starts on time.”

Then in overtime, Hamilton went to the box and Carolina
killed off Dallas’ two minutes of 4-on-3 time.

The Hurricanes have had no issues doing that since
returning from their COVID-19 pause. Carolina outshot
Dallas 12-3 in the first period on Sunday after having a 6-2
edge in Saturday’s win. The same was true of Thursday’s
victory over Tampa Bay — Carolina dominated the first
period with a 15-7 shots on goal edge.

“That was so huge, that whole kill,” coach Rod Brind’Amour
said.
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It’s also paying off in the goal columns, where Carolina has
outscored its opponents by a combined 3-0 in the first period
of the last three games. The Hurricanes have not allowed a
first period goal through six games this season — every
other team in the league has allowed at least one goal in
each of the three regulation periods.
Number To Know
7:36, 7:34 — The amount of shorthanded ice time for Brett
Pesce and Brady Skjei, respectively, as Carolina went a
perfect 4-for-4 on the penalty kill. That included both players
playing the full two minutes of a penalty at 4-on-3 in overtime
after Hamilton was called for tripping. Pesce totaled 24:57 of
ice time while Skjei was tops on the Hurricanes for the
second straight night, logging 25:50 Sunday after playing
22:53 the night before.

At that point, he had already scored with the deflection of
Hamilton’s shot in the first on the power play, where he’s
filling in because of Teuvo Teravainen’s absence. After he
returned to the bench once he was cleared following
concussion testing, he added an assist on McGinn’s
shorthanded goal. Throw in that he was also a key part of the
overtime penalty kill — and played 4:42 total shorthanded
despite missing some time in the locker room — and it was a
big night for No. 11.

They Said It

Carolina knows Staal is not going to be the player who
scored 29 goals as a rookie with the Penguins in 2006-07 —
that’s why the team went out and got Trocheck — but they
believe he has more points in him than the combined 55 he’s
had in 118 games over the last two seasons. If Staal can get
back to being a 40-point player (or about 30 in this shortened
season), it will go a long way toward making the Hurricanes
the team to beat in the Central.

“They’ve got some iron lungs, those two.”

Minus

— Staal on Pesce and Skjei playing the full two minutes
shorthanded during Carolina’s 4-on-3 kill in overtime.

Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — It’s been trial by fire
for Bean, who hadn’t played since the AHL season was shut
down last year and is now trying to hold his own against last
year’s two Stanley Cup finalists. For the most part, the rookie
has been fine, but his blown coverage on Andrew Cogliano’s
tying goal in the third period was a glaring mistake.

Plus
Jordan Staal, Hurricanes center — Staal now has points in
all three games since returning from the COVID-19 protocol
list, and he even had to shake off a trip to the quiet room
Sunday after a hit from behind by Benn.
“I didn’t love the hit,” Staal said. “I wasn’t sure where the
puck was and I got a good one.”

Carolina has the luxury of not having to play Bean every
night, and every mistake will be a learning experience for a
player that has seemingly been around forever but now has
just five games of NHL experience under his belt.

Recap: Canes Come Back to Beat Stars in Shootout
Niederreiter ties game late, Trocheck scores deciding goal in
shootout

For the second time in as many nights, the Carolina
Hurricanes defeated the Dallas Stars, this time by a 4-3
score in the shootout.

regulars and had only skated as a team twice following a
weeklong layoff. But despite being depleted, despite losing
more players to injury, despite having a few questionable
calls go against them and despite from having to work from
behind on Sunday, the Canes found a way to grind out six of
a possible six points in the homestand to improve to 5-1-0 on
the season.

Nino Niederreiter tied the game at three with 2:35 left in
regulation, and Vincent Trocheck netted the deciding goal in
the shootout to deliver the Canes their fourth straight victory.

The difference? The team and its next-man-up philosophy
that's allowed the Canes to thrive even when, on paper, the
odds might suggest otherwise.

"I thought our team battled really hard tonight," Jordan Staal
said. "We had some big moments from key guys and found a
way to grind one out."

"We're very happy, not content, but very happy with the way
we're playing. It's our identity we've wanted to build here for
the last few years, and it shows. We didn't change our game
with the guys out or in," Staal said. "The boys, all throughout
the lineup, did a great job of playing our game, being
relentless, being hard on pucks and just finding ways to win
games."

By Michael Smith

The Difference
Coming into a three-game homestand against the two 2020
Stanley Cup finalists, the Canes were down a handful of NHL

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 1, 2021
Key Moments
Niederreiter Ties It Late
For the first time in two weeks, the Canes found themselves
trailing a game. With time winding down in regulation, Brett
Pesce walked with the puck in his own zone and fired a
cross-ice pass up to Niederreiter. The Canes' forward
accepted the pass in stride and let go of a blistering slap shot
labeled for the top corner to tie the game at three and force
extra hockey.
"I knew I didn't have a lot of speed going, so I knew I had to
take that shot and risk it going far side high," Niederreiter
said. "I'm glad it went in."
Shootout Prowess
James Reimer stopped two of the three shots he faced in the
shootout, including the final bid from Jamie Benn, while the
Canes got goals from Dougie Hamilton and Trocheck.
Hamilton opened the scoring in the shootout when he got
Anton Khudobin moving and slid a shot five-hole. In the third
and deciding round, Trocheck skated in wide before
snapping a shot that beat Khudobin to his glove side.
Plus/Minus
Plus: Special Teams
The Canes continue to excel on special teams. The power
play notched another goal for the fifth time in six games, and
the penalty kill was an unblemished 5-for-5 and chipped in a
shorthanded tally, as well.
Staal opened the scoring just 1:58 into the game. While the
Canes snapped the puck around the perimeter, Staal posted
his big frame in front of the net and got a piece of Hamilton's
bomb from the point for the power-play tally.
Late in the second period, Brock McGinn put the Canes back
on top, 2-1, with the team's first shorthanded goal of the
season. Brady Skjei poked the puck off Jamie Benn's stick at
the blue line, and then Staal lifted the stick of John Klingberg
to gain possession in the neutral zone. Staal dropped the
puck off to McGinn, who let go of a clapper that slid through
Khudobin's five hole.
In overtime, the Canes dispatched a 4-on-3 man
disadvantage to cap off a brilliant night of special teams play.
"Special teams are so important because it's so hard to
score 5-on-5. Everybody is dialed in on how to defend. It's
why I get so worked up on penalties that are iffy because it's
a game-changer," head coach Rod Brind'Amour smiled. "The
whole kill in general has been great."
Minus: Bad Hits and Injuries

In the second period, Jamie Benn lined up Staal in the
neutral zone with a dangerous hit. The Stars' captain
appeared to leave his feet when he plastered Staal from
behind, a hit that forced the Canes' captain to the dressing
room for further evaluation and a battery of concussion tests,
and a hit that only resulted in a two-minute interference
penalty but should be subject to further review by the NHL's
department of player safety.
"I didn't love the hit. I wasn't sure where the puck was. I don't
think it was anywhere near me," Staal said. "It was a good
stinger in the shoulder. I think someone in the stands told me
to go to the quiet room. I did all the stuff I had to do and felt
fine."
It's fitting comeuppance that Reimer shut the door on Benn
to end the shootout and seal the victory for the Canes.
"He's one of the best players in the league, and he has a ton
of skill," Reimer said. "You want to go against the best, and
that's what's so much fun about the game. Lucky for me and
us tonight, I was able to get something on it."
Stats Pack
3: The Canes continued to stymy the Stars early, limiting
Dallas to just three shots on goal in the first period. Nick
Caamano burst in with speed just 31 seconds into the game,
testing Reimer early, and with that, the Stars had more 5-on5 shots (1) than they did in the final two periods on Saturday.
Really!
74%: Staal won 20 of the 27 faceoffs he took, a game-high if
you discount the one and only faceoff Steven Lorentz took
(and won). Staal is the Canes' best faceoff man, so it's no
surprise to see him taking the first draw in overtime - if you
start with the puck, you have to spend less time chasing it
down. He won the draw, of course, and then got off the ice
for Sebastian Aho to hop on. "Just to get the boys going I've
got to win that one," Staal smiled.
15: Trocheck netted his 15th career shootout goal, nine of
which have decided the game.
Quote of the Night
"I hope we can rely on the next-man-up philosophy.
Everyone has to contribute, whether we have the regulars or
not. That's the recipe for success. These three games, that's
pretty much what happened." - Rod Brind'Amour
Up Next
The Canes kick off February with a six-game road trip that
features two-game sets in Chicago, Columbus and Dallas
over the next two weeks.
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Hurricanes defeat Stars in shootout, sweep two-game set
Staal has goal, assist for Carolina, which wins fourth straight
By Kurt Dusterberg
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Staal had a goal and an assist for
the Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-3 shootout win against the
Dallas Stars at PNC Arena on Sunday.
James Reimer made 26 saves through overtime and two
more on three attempts in the shootout for the Hurricanes (51-0), who swept the two-game set against the Stars and
have won four in a row. Dougie Hamilton and Vincent
Trocheck scored in the shootout.
"We're very happy with the way we're playing," Staal said.
"It's our identity we've wanted to build for the last few years.
We were fortunate to get a few bounces, but that happens
with a lot of hard work."
Nino Niederreiter scored to tie the game 3-3 for Carolina with
2:35 remaining on a slap shot from the left face-off circle.
"I knew I didn't have a lot of speed going, so I knew I had to
take that shot and risk it, going far side, high," Niederreiter
said. "I'm glad it went in."
Jamie Benn had a goal and an assist, and Anton Khudobin
made 37 saves for the Stars (4-1-1), who lost 4-1 to the
Hurricanes on Saturday. Alexander Radulov scored in the
shootout.
"The result is obviously not what we wanted," Benn said.
"They're a good team. They came out flying. I thought we got
better as the game went on. We're right on the brink of being
really dangerous."
Benn scored on a wraparound at 12:00 of the third period to
give Dallas a 3-2 lead. He missed the previous four games
with a lower-body injury.
Staal scored on the power play to give the Hurricanes a 1-0
lead at 1:58 of the first period when he screened Khudobin in
the low slot and tipped Hamilton's one-timer for his first goal
of the season.
Jamie Oleksiak tied it 1-1 when he put in the rebound of
Benn's shot at 7:47 of the second period.

"In the second period, 5-on-5, we started carrying the play,"
Stars coach Rick Bowness said. "So that looked a lot more
like the Dallas Stars. We had some great opportunities, a
couple of posts, and that carried over into the third."
Brock McGinn put Carolina ahead 2-1 with a shorthanded
goal at 16:32. Staal forced a turnover in the neutral zone and
fed a backhand pass to McGinn for a shot under Khudobin's
right pad.
Andrew Cogliano tied the game 2-2 at 7:38 of the third period
on a wrist shot from the left circle off Blake Comeau's crossice pass on a 3-on-2.
"It's nice to contribute whenever you can," Cogliano said.
"[Comeau] made a great pass across the ice, and when you
get opportunities like that in this league, you've got to make
the most of them. It was a big goal for our team, and I was
happy to contribute for that."
The Hurricanes turned in a strong performance on special
teams, killing all five of their minor penalties and scoring
shorthanded and on the power play. They have played the
past three games without defenseman Jaccob Slavin and
forwards Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook, Teuvo
Teravainen and Jesper Fast on the penalty kill due to NHL
COVID-19 protocol.
"Special teams are so important because it's just so hard to
score 5-on-5," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said.
"Everybody is dialed in on how to defend. The whole
(penalty) kill in general has been great. It's been different
guys having to figure it out."
NOTES: Stars defenseman Andrej Sekera was placed in the
COVID-19 protocol Sunday. … Benn had four shots in 19:55
in his first game since the season opener Jan. 22. ...
Hamilton is 4-for-6 in the shootout … Forward Drew Shore
played 8:35 in his Hurricanes debut, his first NHL game since
April 9, 2017, with the Vancouver Canucks. … The Stars
were outscored 7-4 and went 1-for-11 on the power play in
the two games. In their first four games, all wins, they
outscored their opponents 19-6 and went 10-for-19 with the
man-advantage.
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Trocheck, Reimer help Hurricanes beat Stars 4-3 in shootout
By Aaron Beard
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Vincent Trocheck zipped the puck
past Anton Khudobin’s glove in the shootout and James
Reimer denied Jamie Benn’s final shot, helping the Carolina
Hurricanes beat the Dallas Stars 4-3 on Sunday.
Nino Niederreiter scored at 17:25 of the third period to force
overtime and the shootout for Carolina, which squandered a
2-1 lead to start the third period, but hung on to beat Dallas
for the second time in as many nights.
Jordan Staal and Brock McGinn also scored for the
Hurricanes, who returned Thursday from a pause due to
COVID-19 concerns that led to four games being postponed.
Carolina won all three games in its return despite being
shorthanded with multiple key players out.
“You need everyone throughout the lineup,” Staal said. “And
not the same guys every night. It’s just not going to work that
way. ... We had some some big moments from key guys, and
just found a way to grind one out.”
Reimer finished with 26 saves for the Hurricanes, including
five in overtime. That included some big stops after Dougie
Hamilton had taken a holding penalty to give the Stars the
man advantage.

came after the Hurricanes had as many as six players
appear on the list during their pause, with only Staal having
returned to game action.
Carolina is awaiting the returns of defenseman Jaccob
Slavin, and forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook
and Warren Foegele after they came off the list Friday and
Saturday.
BENN BACK
Benn had been sidelined with a lower-body injury and hadn’t
played since the Jan. 22 opener, but the Stars captain made
an impact in his return.
Benn assisted on Dallas’ first goal by firing a shot Reimer
couldn’t secure with his glove, with Oleksiak pouncing on the
loose rebound near the post. That came minutes after Benn
had leveled Staal with a jarring hit from behind near early in
the second, sending Staal into the locker room until deep into
the period.
He followed by scoring on a wraparound chance at the 12minute mark of the third, pushing the puck under Reimer for
a 3-2 lead.
“When Jamie got his legs,” Dallas coach Rick Bowness said.,
“he was a dominant force out there.”

“Luckily in OT, I was able to see a few and the puck was
sticky,” Reimer said. “That was a nice way to play it out.”

ROSTER MOVES

Benn, Jamie Oleksiak and Andrew Cogliano scored for
Dallas. Khudobin finished with 37 saves, getting the start
after being pulled in the second period of Saturday’s loss
after allowing four goals on 16 shots in the 4-1 loss.

Carolina also lost goaltender Petr Mrazek and forward Max
McCormick to injuries in Saturday’s win. The Hurricanes
placed McCormick on injured reserve and recalled
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic and forward Drew Shore from
the taxi squad for this one.

“We probably make life a little too tough on him,” Benn said.
“But once again, (he) played a heck of a game. We’ve got to
be better in front of him for sure.”
UNAVAILABLE

For Shore, Sunday’s game marked his Hurricanes debut and
his first NHL action since April 2017 while playing with
Vancouver.
UP NEXT

The Stars added defenseman Andrej Sekera to the NHL’s
COVID-19 unavailability list Sunday. That came after Sekera
had played in all five of Dallas’ games so far, including 17:35
of ice time in Saturday’s loss to the Hurricanes.

Stars: Dallas visits Columbus on Tuesday for two games
before returning home to begin an eight-game homestand
that includes a pair of games against the Hurricanes.

As for Carolina, the Hurricanes had just offseason signee
Jesper Fast on the list for the second straight day. That

Hurricanes: The Hurricanes begin a six-game trip Tuesday at
Chicago. Carolina isn’t scheduled to play on its home ice
again until Feb. 15.
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Niederreiter scores late, Canes top Stars in shootout for fourth straight win
The Hurricanes are 3-0 since returning from a 10-day pause
due to COVID issues.
By Andrew Schnittker@aschnitt53
Going into a three-game stretch against the Tampa Bay
Lightning and Dallas Stars without Jaccob Slavin, Jesper
Fast, Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook and Teuvo
Teravainen, it would have been reasonable for the Canes to
be happy with two or three points. They got all six.
Thanks to a late, game-tying goal from Nino Niederreiter,
shootout goals from Vincent Trocheck and Dougie Hamilton,
27 saves (and two shootout stops from) James Reimer, a
goal and assist from Jordan Staal and a shorthanded goal
from Brock McGinn, the Canes topped the Stars 4-3 in the
shootout for their fourth straight win Sunday.

The Canes saw another injury scare early in the second
period as Jamie Benn left both feet and hit Staal high, and
the Canes captain headed to the locker room. The hit was
only assessed a minor penalty, which the Stars killed off.
Staal later returned to the bench, a positive development in
what’s been a rough 24 hours injury wise for the Canes.
Dallas tied the game at one about eight minutes into the
second as Reimer couldn’t quite cleanly glove a Jamie Benn
shot off the rush, and Jamie Oleksiak knocked in the
rebound.
Oleksiak’s goal was the first the Canes allowed at even
strength since the second period of their third game against
Nashville, a span of 170:58.

A holding penalty against Hamilton gave Dallas a 4-on-3
power play with 2:47 left in overtime, but the Canes killed it
off and the game eventually headed to the shootout despite
an excellent last-second chance for Haydn Fleury that Anton
Khudobin got a pad to.

Following a bit of a lull when Staal was out, the Canes’
special teams again made a difference late in the second
period. With Dallas on a power play, it was the Canes who
capitalized, with Jordan Staal making a great play in the
neutral zone, stripping John Klingberg and setting up a
shorthanded rush for McGinn, who blasted a shot past
Khudobin to make it 2-1.

The Canes’ penalty kill was stellar in this one, holding Dallas
scoreless on five power plays despite missing five key
penalty killers. Carolina is 13 for 14 on the penalty kill in its
last three games.

Rookie forward Steven Lorentz continued to impress, coming
back and making a great play defensively early in the third to
thwart what would have otherwise been a breakaway for
Roope Hintz.

As time began to run out and the Canes needed a big play to
knot it up, Niederrieter obliged. With 2:35 remaining, the
Swiss winger took a pass from Brett Pesce and blasted a
shot home off the wing to make it 3-3.

Before Niederreiter’s heroics, the Stars controlled much of a
third period that featured too many defensive lapses for
Carolina. After the Canes killed off a questionable goalie
interference call against Andrei Svechnikov early in the third,
Dallas tied the game at two with a shot off the rush and
through Reimer’s five-hole by Andrew Cogliano.

For the second game in a row, the Hurricanes’ power play
struck early. Following some crisp puck movement, Hamilton
let a shot fly from the point, and Staal tipped it home past
Anton Khudobin to make it 1-0 not quite two minutes in. The
goal extended Staal’s point streak since coming off the
NHL’s COVID protocol list to three games.
The Canes played another excellent first period and could
have been up more than 1-0 at the break, outshooting Dallas
12-3 through 20 minutes.

With eight minutes to go in a third period Dallas had
controlled to that point, Benn took a cross-ice pass from
Alexander Radulov and wrapped it home to make it a 3-2
game.
The Canes will be back in action in Chicago against the
Blackhawks Tuesday night, and will hope to get some or all
of Teravainen, Martinook, Foegele and Slavin, each of whom
has been removed from the COVID protocol list, back.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Staal, Niederreiter, Reimer on Canes’ fourth straight win
Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan Staal, Nino Niederreiter and James
Reimer spoke to the media following Sunday night’s win over
the Dallas Stars.
By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel
Playing their third straight game without five key contributors
Sunday night, the Hurricanes won their fourth straight game,
topping Dallas 4-3 in the shootout.
The team saw several key players step up, chief among
them Jordan Staal, Nino Niederreiter and James Reimer.
That trio and head coach Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the
media via Zoom after the game, here’s a full breakdown of
everything they had to say.
Rod Brind’Amour
On different guys stepping up: I hope we can rely on that
next-man-up philosophy. Everyone has to contribute whether
we have the regulars or not. That’s just the recipe for
success that way. These three games, that’s pretty much
what happened.
On the hit on Jordan Staal: I don’t know if it spurred us.
Certainly, when he came back, it was a lot better for us. I
didn’t really get a good look at the hit. It happened so fast.
You’re so concerned when you see anybody go down,
especially Jordo, because we know how valuable he is. It
was a different game when he wasn’t in there.
On the penalty kill: That seems to be kind of the game now.
Special teams are so important, because it’s so hard to score
five on five. Everybody’s dialed in on how to defend, which is
why I get so worked up on penalties that are iffy. Because it’s
just a game changer. But, to your point, the penalty kill was
great. [Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce], thankfully we were able
to call a timeout because we had one, just to kind of give
them a breather. But they probably didn’t. That was so huge,
that whole kill, and the whole kill in general has been great.
It’s just different guys having to figure it out. They’ve done
well.
On Martin Necas on the penalty kill: It’s all talking about
opportunity and what you do with it. He’s definitely opened
my eyes to it. It’s something we talked about, using him. But
you’ve got other guys too, you’ve got to make sure everyone
has their role and how it fits. It’s just nice to know that you
can count on other people when guys go down or whatever.
It’s been nice, even if it’s a three-game window and we don’t
use him for a little while, we know now that we can count on
him. So that’s just another feather in his cap, really.
On officials being hard on Andrei Svechnikov: I just think in
general, the younger guys, whether it be a faceoff circle, they
don’t get the benefit of the doubt. You’ve got to earn that
respect and earn that kind of trust with the referees over time
on calls. I don’t think it’s Svech in general, I think it’s just kind
of all young guys. That’s just kind of how it works.
On Steven Lorentz: He’s shown well. It depends how you
look at that last one. He makes a great defensive play, but
it’s his guy that got behind him. You’re kind of like, ‘OK, at
least he was able to recover. There was another one that he
knows he should have had the guy and gave up one. But

he’s learning on the fly here at the NHL level. That’s super,
super hard. If you watch him, even in these three games,
he’s looked more comfortable as the game’s gone on. That’s
pretty impressive for him. He’s one of those guys you can
look to now to say ‘Hey, we can count on this guy.’ So he’s
definitely elevated.
On the injuries and other factors the team has faced: This
has definitely put a lot of stress on the old job here but when
you have games like these last few, it kind of makes it a lot
easier to deal with.
James Reimer
On how he felt on the back-to-back: Well, I should be rested
after nine days off. Honestly, last night the guys played so
well, limiting the Stars to only 11 shots, so my workload
wasn’t as high as some nights. Having said that, I’ve played
a lot of back-to-backs before facing 40 shots in both nights.
It’s the reason you train hard in the summer for when you get
put in scenarios like this, you can survive and try to thrive. I
felt pretty good tonight.
On what it’s like in shootouts: It’s just a fine line of playing
your reads and playing the guy honest. Obviously, you’re
going against the other teams’ best shooters and so it’s
always nerve racking when you’re going against the best, but
it’s also fun. That’s what’s exciting about this game. A guy
comes in and you just try to take some ice and try and read
the play and let the puck tell you what it’s going to do.
On what’s making the penalty kill so good: I think it’s the hard
work. Whoever is out there, they’re just working extremely
hard. They’re digging in, and blocking shots and pressuring
guys. It takes an incredible commitment to play that way on
the PK and our guys, to a man, are just buying in and
sacrificing. As a goalie, when you see your guys working so
hard and blocking shots, it just gives you energy to try and
come up big when you do get a chance.
On the penalty kill in overtime: On a 4-on-3, there’s a lot of
ice out there and I think as a PK, you’re just trying to limit the
most dangerous options and trying to take away second
attempts. We did that really well in OT. It’s just an all-out
battle and everyone’s just sacrificing, trying to do what they
can, We pushed guys, the d-men out front were picking up
sticks and trying to let me see the puck as best as they
could. That was a big part of that 4-on-3.
On facing Jamie Benn to win the shootout: He’s one of the
best players in the league and he’s got a ton of skill. He
scored that third one too. You want to go against the best
and that’s what’s so much fun about this game. Lucky for us,
I was able to get something on it.
On his rebound control in overtime: You’re just trying to play
your same way throughout the whole game and anytime
you’re down or on the PK, you try to control them as best you
can whether that’s in the corners or corralling them, but
luckily in OT I was able to see a few and the puck was sticky.
That was a nice way it played out.
Jordan Staal
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On a new hero stepping up every game with so many
regulars out: You need everybody. You hear [Brind’Amour]
say that from the get-go. You need everyone throughout the
lineup and not the same guys every night. It’s just not going
to work like that. I thought our team battled really hard
tonight. We had some big moments from key guys and just
found a way to grind one out.
On the overtime opening faceoffs: Just to get the boys going,
I have to win that one. We want to start with the puck and
especially at 3-on-3. If you start with it, you’re less likely to be
chasing the puck around the whole time. I was fortunate
enough to win that one again and get [Sebastian Aho] out
there.
On the feeling among the team: We’re very happy. Not
content, but very happy with the way we’re playing. It’s our
identity that we’ve wanted to build the last few years and it
shows. We didn’t change our game with guys our or in and
with all the stuff outside that’s been going on. The boys all
throughout the lineup did a good job of playing our game and
being relentless and being hard on the pucks and finding
ways to win games. We’re fortunate enough to find the
bounces, but that happens with a lot of hard work.
On the strong penalty kill: It’s obviously everybody. You need
all four guys, with the goalie five guys, to really have a good
PK. Picking the right spots to pressure, guiding the puck
where you want it to go and then squishing it and finding
ways to get it out when you find the opportunity to. Our D
does a great job of reading plays and just putting pressure
on times when the other team may not see it coming. Forcing
them to have to make a really good play to get a good
chance. That’s been our style. They did a really good job a
few times of making four good passes to get a good chance
that still didn’t connect, so we crossed our fingers on those
ones. But our identity is to pressure, pressure, pressure and

make them have to make a bunch of really good passes to
get a good opportunity.
On Pesce and Skjei killing off the entire final overtime
penalty: They got some iron lungs, those two.
On the hit by Jamie Benn: I didn’t love the hit. I wasn;t sure
where the puck was and I don’t think it was anywhere near
me. It went off my ass earlier — or butt I should say — and I
didn’t know where the puck was. I got a good one though. It
was a good stinger in the shoulder. Someone in the stands
told me to go to the quiet room, so I did all the stuff I had to
do, but I felt fine and passed all the stuff so I was able to get
back out there and try to contribute to the win.
Nino Niederreiter
On his game-tying goal: It was tough to say. There were a lot
of things going through my head. First of all, I had to get the
puck out of the air from Pesce, then after that I knew I didn’t
have a lot of speed going, so I knew I had to take that shot
and kind of risk going far-side high. Lucky for me, it went in.
On winning despite missing players: It speaks for our group
and our system and on the way we want to play. I think
whenever someone is hurt, someone else has to come up
and jump in and do the job right and that’s been clicking for
us. We knew we had some guys out and we knew we still
had to compete. If you compete, everything is possible.
On the feelings after seeing Staal go down after the hit from
Benn: You never want to see anybody get hurt. We had a
couple of guys go down in the first game against Dallas and
those are always moments where you come together as a
group. At the same time, you’ve got to play for them and
once we knew Staal was going to come back, we knew we
were going to be fine. He’s a big key to our team. He’s our
leader and it’s great that he came back and played the way
he did.
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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Dallas Stars in shootout 4-3 for two-game
sweep

BY CHIP ALEXANDER
JANUARY 31, 2021 04:39 PM,

James Reimer wasn’t going to allow it. The Carolina Hurricanes goalie
was up to the challenge, determined to win it
The Canes and Dallas Stars had gone through 60 minutes and then a
five-minute overtime Sunday at PNC Arena. Jamie Benn, the Stars
captain, had been a game-long problem for Carolina, scoring a goal,
assisting on another while also flattening Canes captain Jordan Staal
with a vicious hit from behind early in the second period.
It was a tense, tough game. Staal scored a power-play goal in the first
period and winger Brock McGinn had a shorthanded strike in the second
off a Staal pass. Then, 2:35 away from a regulation loss, the Canes tied it
3-3 on a blast from winger Nino Niederreiter.
Dougie Hamilton and Vincent Trocheck scored for the Canes against
Anton Khudobin in the shootout. Alexander Radulov countered for the
Stars, but only Radulov could beat Reimer as he turned away Joe
Pavelski and Benn.
“Obviously, you’re going against the other team’s best shooters and it’s
always nerve-racking,” Reimer said on the postgame media call.
And stopping Benn? That had to be rewarding given Benn’s role, given
that Benn’s wraparound goal in the third gave the Stars a 3-2 lead.
“One of the best in the league,” Reimer said. “You want to go against the
best and that’s what’s so much fun about this game.”

Then, Staal. Just 30 seconds into the second, Benn launched at Staal
from behind. Staal was down for a few moments, then taken to the “quiet
room” for the concussion protocol before being allowed to return.
“I didn’t love the hit,” Staal said. Neither did the rest of the Canes.
Reimer faced just 11 shots on Saturday after coming in for Mrazek. He
said he was fresh and rested after the long layoff and ready for a back-toback and whatever the Stars would throw at him.
As it turns out, not much in the first period — Dallas had three shots. But
the Stars had 21 in the second and third, then five shots in overtime.
Jamie Oleksiak scored off a Benn rebound in the second and Andrew
Cogliano off the rush in the third.
But the Canes won again with five regulars still out of the lineup because
of NHL COVID protocols. Brind’Amour said he hopes to have
defenseman Jaccob Slavin and forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan
Martinook and Warren Foegele back for Tuesday’s at Chicago — forward
Jesper Fast remained on the NHL COVID-19 list on Sunday.
Brind’Amour said Sunday he had no further update on Mrazek, saying he
was still being medically evaluated.
“We’re very happy, not content, but very happy with the way we’re
playing,” Staal said. “We didn’t change our game with the guys out and
all the stuff that’s going on outside of being on the ice.”
News Observer LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Observations from the Hurricanes’ 4-1 win over the Dallas Stars

BY CHIP ALEXANDER
JANUARY 31, 2021 08:34 AM

To get to the shootout, the Canes (5-1-0) had to kill off a Hamilton
holding penalty in the overtime and a four-on-three power play by Dallas.
But defensemen Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei did the heavy work, playing
all two minutes, and Staal played a hand in the kill, too.

Jordan Staal probably never expected to be centering a line with two
seventh-round draft picks on the wings but that’s what the Canes captain
has had the past two games. Some line, too.

“A four-on-three, there’s a lot of ice out there,” Reimer said. “You just try
to limit the most dangerous options and second attempts. It’s just an allout battle and everyone just sacrifices and do what they can.”

Ryan Dzingel, who scored Saturday in the 4-1 win over the Dallas Stars,
was a seventh-rounder by Ottawa in 2011, the 204th player selected.
Steven Lorentz, who picked up his first NHL point with an assist, was
taken No. 186 by Carolina in 2015.

The Canes also won the other PK battles, killing off four penalties in
regulation against a team that came into the back-to-back ranked No. 1
on the power play in the league.

As many have noted, being drafted gives you a chance. Then it’s up to
you.

Since a nine-day pause for COVID-19 issues, the Canes have won three
straight, beating the Tampa Bay Lightning and then the Stars twice -- the
2020 Stanley Cup champion and the runner-up. But there have been
unsettling moments. Goalie Petr Mrazek left Saturday’s game early with
an apparent injured right hand, and forward Max McCormick suffered an
injured shoulder.

-- It has been said a few times: Steven Lorentz seems like a clone of the
Canes’ Warren Foegele. Both are 24, both about the same size, both
play the same aggressive, slightly rambunctious game.
Brind’Amour could soon reinsert all the guys who have been out for
COVID-19 reasons, including Foegele, back into the lineup. But Lorentz’s
high-octane play is giving the coach something to mull over.
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-- How good have Petr Mrazek and James Reimer been in Carolina’s 41-0 start? The Canes’ PR folks passed along this tidy little stat: the two
have stopped 104 of 110 shots this season, a .945 save percentage, and
have a collective 1.20 goals-against average.

No doubt, the win over Tampa Bay looked like starting over. Petr
Mrazek’s second shutout in three games was excellent in what became a
goaltending duel, while the rest of the team — already without five
regulars — battled to get its legs back.

Mrazek left Saturday’s game with a hand injury that looked nasty but
winger Martin Necas lowered the tension level a few notches by later
saying he saw Mrazek after the game and the injury “might be better than
it looked like.”

Then the Canes had all the legs Saturday and found a way again
Sunday.
I kept thinking about how important it is for players to feel confident and
for coaches to keep doubting.

-- When Staal first went on the COVID-19 protocol list, Detroit coach Jeff
Blashill was asked about Staal missing a Canes-Red Wings game.
Blashill said all the right things about Staal but quickly noted that center
Vincent Trocheck always had given the Wings trouble and offered up
other good words about him.

Regardless, the Carolina Hurricanes are 3-0 since returning from a 10day pause due to their COVID-19 situation, and they’re 5-1 on the fastand-short season.

A healthy, seemingly happy Trocheck has been highly productive through
five games: four goals, two assists, shooting 22.2 percent. He willingly
goes into the war zone in front of the net on the power play and will get
his hands dirty on the penalty kill. Good player.

Shot suppression: Let’s say you have a chance at winning $1 million if
you can predict Brind’Amour’s postgame mood, but there’s a catch. You
can know only one of two stats: the final score or the shot-suppression
analytics. You’d be better off knowing the latter.

-- Was checking out Trocheck’s shooting percentage and happened to
see Andrei Svechnikov’s: 26.7 percent. When people say the winger has
one of the NHL’s most lethal shots, Svechnikov has the stats to prove it.
He also has four goals and two assists in the first five games.

So, yes, the Canes won both games, but it’s more about the way they did
so. We’ll go over the variety later, but the common denominator is
comforting because, entering their third season under Brind’Amour, the
Canes have adopted an identity as simple as it is distinct: Don’t let the
other team shoot.

-- Word of advice: If you ever get in a fight, alley or otherwise, try to make
sure Brock McGinn is your wing man.
News Observer LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Civian: After a weekend sweep of the Stars, I think the Canes are
actually good

By Sara Civian Jan 31, 2021

It only happens every once in a blue moon, to be clear. But it’s always
fun on the rare occasion when you ask Rod Brind’Amour and his players
the same question and get very different answers.
I’d wondered how the Hurricanes felt as they returned from their COVID19 pause to an imperfect, at times drudging overtime win over the
reigning Stanley Cup champions last week. The pause made their
already compact 56-game schedule even more unforgiving, and they
were about to embark on a back-to-back with an undefeated, offensive
wagon of a Stars team.
How close did they reckon they were to midseason form?
Brett Pesce felt good.
“I think we’re right there, to be honest,” he said before Saturday’s game.
“Obviously, it’s the beginning of the year, but everyone feels good and
everyone’s in sync. It’s fun to see, and it’s obviously fun to play. …
Roddy and our team kind of stressed that it’s not an 82-game season;
every game is so important. Especially coming off a long layoff, you’re
just assuming you’re gonna be a bit rusty. But you can’t afford to have
that rust. You gotta just go and have incredible intensity every night.”
Brind’Amour, on the other hand, was a bit concerned about the weekend
slate. That’s kind of his job.
“We’re a ways away from (midseason form), I think, especially with that
pause we had,” he said before Saturday’s game. “I think maybe had we
played, I don’t know how many of those games we missed now, we’d be
closer to it, but I think we were almost starting over the other night. It’ll
take a while to get our legs and get all the greasy mistakes out of our
game.”

Let’s talk about the series win over the Stars …

“The effort, I think that’s what has been really special. Everybody’s just
digging in, really, to a man, and that’s propelled us these last few games
especially,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re short-staffed and the guys just
buckled down, and we’re getting it done.”
The Stars had no five-on-five shots in the last two periods of Saturday’s
game, two shots on goal total in that second period and only four five-onfive shots on goal overall in the entire game. That was the second time in
those first five games that the Canes had allowed fewer than 15 shots
against. The Stars caught up to them about midway through the game
Sunday, and the depleted Canes started racking up defensive lapses, but
they did what they had to do to minimize premeditated damage early on.
I refuse to look at the NHL standings or any stats that aren’t on a per60/per-game basis this season, but in the past few years the Hurricanes
have been at the top of the league in fewest shots allowed, and six
games deep this season they’re No. 2 in the league in shots allowed per
game with a 23.3 average. This still doesn’t mean much before everyone
has played 20 or so games, but it’s a continuing pattern for the Canes.
Is the power play actually good? Brind’Amour kept it real a few days ago
when he was asked for an assessment of the Canes’ power play thus far:
“We’re all going off results, right?”
For the better half of the past decade, the Canes have had to rely on the
above game plan if they wanted a 50 percent chance of winning. But now
the skill is coming together in a way that it almost feels like cheating
when the power play actually works. The process is worth exploring now,
if you were seeing what I was seeing Sunday. I saw one of Andrei
Svechnikov’s best games so far, and he didn’t record a single point. I
saw Martin Necas living light years ahead of us all and finally acting on it.
I saw both of them connect a few times, and it amounted to nothing at the
time, but boy oh boy, what it might become. I saw Dougie Hamilton doing
his job and Jordan Staal exceeding his. Now, the Stars’ penalty kill
looked atrocious. But there’s reason to believe.
The taxi squad needs a taxi squad. On top of the five NHL regulars out
due to COVID-19 — Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast,
Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele — the Canes took a beating with
injuries this weekend. Brind’Amour said Mrazek’s injury — a friendly-fire
collision in his finger area with Max McCormick — isn’t “as bad as it
looked,” but unfortunately, it looked pretty bad. Mrazek is getting an MRI
on Monday.
Beating good teams. The Hurricanes are, in fact, beating good teams.
Thank you for your time reading my story!

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 1, 2021
Give me fuel, give me fire … Nino Niederreiter getting that quick goal
against the Predators on Jan. 18 felt monumental, if you know anything
about the guy. He’s the precise combination of superstitious and streaky
that is the best or worst thing ever, depending on the season. He was all
over the front of the net with nothing to show for it Sunday until the
biggest moment of the game, when he tied up the score late in the third
decidedly away from the net. The people deserve Good Nino in 2021.

Janmark slammed on the brakes and passed to Kane, who dished to
Kurashev, who tapped it in behind Blue Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins.

The new guys aren’t too shabby. I keep thinking about Peter W.’s
comment on my story about Steve Lorentz: “Young guys like this are so
valuable on a team and can really energize a locker room.” You look at
Lorentz’s debut and how he hustled short-handed and that couldn’t be
more accurate. Then you see how he got his first assist from pure hustle
in his second game and you’re proud. Then you see how he got some
power-play time Sunday and you know Brind’Amour took notice. There
were several big-boy plays over the weekend that would energize a
dressing room.

The Hawks made Merzlikins pay twice for leaving the net while trying to
make an exchange.

I know you’re wondering about the new in-game experience. Obviously, it
flat-out sucks that y’all aren’t there. I keep thinking about how loud our
good ol’ PNC Arena would’ve been after that Necas overtime winner. But
I love seeing the handful of players’ family members there and hearing
them go crazy when their guy scores, or even chirping the refs. They’re
holding it down, rest assured.

The Hawks padded the lead about six minutes after Suter’s goal as
Merzlikins was out of the net again and scrambled to get back. Kurashev
passed from behind the net to Kane, who made a sharp-angle shot.

Vincent Trocheck is going to have a career season. Folks, this is a man
possessed. Maybe we should all start creating our own little pregame
mixtapes or something. He’s in a two-way tie with Svechnikov for a teamleading six points, four goals and two assists. He insists it’s about the
quality of his linemates — Necas and Niederreiter — that has led him
here. Quote of the week? “The nice thing about the skill guys here is that
they work their a- … butts off.”
This is a Jordan Staal appreciation checkpoint. Sit here for one minute
and simply appreciate Jordan Staal. Make peace with your past thoughts.
Delete a few bad tweets.
Digging in. I know how much you guys love Tripp Tracy and his “Digging
in with Tripp” podcast, and I know how much I love Tripp’s dedication to a
bit. He’s so dedicated to “Digging in” that I’ve noticed the phrase comes
up from a different player or Hurricanes coach almost every day. I asked
Brind’Amour if his usage of “digging in” was a Tracy reference after he
said it with an emphasis Saturday, and he said: “Unfortunately, now they
apparently all are.” A-plus marketing.
The Athletic LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Philipp Kurashev makes a quick impact centering Patrick Kane’s line as
the Chicago Blackhawks beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 3-1 to break a
3-game losing streak

By PHIL THOMPSON
JAN 31, 2021 AT 8:43 PM

Philipp Kurashev scored a goal and assisted on Patrick Kane’s thirdperiod goal, and Pius Suter scored unassisted in the third as the Chicago
Blackhawks beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 3-1 on Sunday at the
United Center.
Kurashev centered Kane’s line for the first time — a running theme for
Kane and his revolving door of linemates — and they and Mattias
Janmark looked in perfect unison on a tic-tac-toe goal with 7:28 left in the
first period.
They had a three-on-two rush with Janmark bringing up the puck from
the right side, Kane coming down the middle and Kurashev driving left.

The Blue Jackets answered about five minutes later. Boone Jenner
bounced the puck off the wall to get around Calvin de Haan and slapped
it to Jack Roslovic. After Kevin Lankinen rejected Roslovic’s shot, Jenner
poked a rebound through Lankinen’s legs.

At the 7:41 mark of the third period, Suter got down low with the puck
and waited for Merzlikins to recover, then bounced the puck off the back
of his pads and into the net.
Lankinen, who made 32 saves, rescued the Hawks from certain disaster
when Nikita Zadorov turned over the puck by deflecting Alexandre
Texier’s solo breakaway attempt.

Hawks forward Reese Johnson made his NHL debut and was particularly
active on the forecheck, slamming Seth Jones into the wall behind the
net and stealing the puck.
NBC Sports Chicago analyst Eddie Olczyk spoke to Johnson during the
first intermission, and Johnson talked about how “pumped” friends and
relatives were once he informed them about his debut.
“I want to bring energy and some grit and finish my checks,” he said. “Do
whatever I can to help the team win.”
Johnson got his welcome-to-the-league moment in the second period
when he and a couple of Blue Jackets got into a brief scuffle that resulted
in offsetting high-sticking penalties for Johnson and Blue Jackets
defenseman Dean Kukan.
Johnson was in the mix again early in the third period when referees had
to separate some of the Hawks and Blue Jackets.
Chicago Tribune LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Even with COVID-19 protocols sidelining 5 players, the Chicago
Blackhawks are more focused on the next game than outbreak concerns:
‘It’s going to find a way to get to some people’

By PHIL THOMPSON
JAN 31, 2021 AT 1:16 PM

Connor Murphy remembers the scariest time last March, when COVID19 was spreading rapidly across the globe and sports leagues were
tumbling like dominoes with one shutdown after another.
“Since COVID’s been around, you sometimes might sneeze and joke
with someone thinking they have COVID back when it started, when
everyone was afraid of every little thing that was going to happen,”
Murphy said. “I don’t really go around every day thinking about it. We’ve
been through this for so long, for almost a year now.”
But Saturday was different.
The Hawks canceled practice at Fifth Third Arena as a precaution.
Forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin were later
placed on the league’s COVID-19 protocol list.
“Never had that before,” Murphy said of the canceled practice. “COVID
tests done, sent us home right away, just treated it like an off day. Still
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had our Zoom meeting and messages to prepare for today like (Sunday’s
game against the Columbus Blue Jackets) would happen.”

“He’s earned the chance,” Colliton said. “What he does with it, it’ll be
exciting to see.”

After avoiding the “unavailable” list to start the season, the Hawks have
been hit hard.

The Hawks went into the season intending to give a lot of their prospects
and younger players a long look, but COVID-19 has pushed that agenda
into high gear. Brandon Hagel, Philipp Kurashev, Lucas Carlsson and
Beaudin (before he was sidelined) are among those who have seen
significant ice time 10 games into the season.

Defenseman Adam Boqvist and forward Alex DeBrincat were placed into
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol Monday, and forward Lucas Wallmark was
added Wednesday. With Carpenter and Beaudin joining that group
Saturday, that’s five players for the Hawks.
“I mean, it’s tough once it gets in the locker room,” said forward Andrew
Shaw, who played with DeBrincat on the first power-play unit. “It’s going
to find a way to get to some people.
“We’re all following protocols, we have our masks on, we’re staying away
from each other, we’re doing Zoom meetings, we’re following all the
guidelines we’re supposed to be following, and the trainers are making
sure of it as well and helping us out.”
Chicago Blackhawks players on the bench during a scrimmage at Fifth
Third Arena on Jan. 4, 2021.
With each new teammate who pops up on the list, Murphy said, “Right
away, you don’t know for sure if it’s something that’s precautionary or if
there is a positive test. You don’t really find that out.

When you consider the losses of Jonathan Toews, Kirby Dach and Brent
Seabrook to various injuries or illnesses before the season even started,
the COVID-19 absences take on added weight.
“You could look at it like that, but I don’t see the upside to that,” Colliton
said. “I don’t see how that helps us.”
Colliton addressed the setbacks in the Hawks’ virtual meeting Saturday.
“One of the main messages was we’re facing some adversity,” Colliton
said. “It’s been hard at times, we know we’re missing guys. Finding a way
through and continuing to push forward and do the right things — like we
really played well Friday — we have got to do it again and again and
again and again. The circumstances, it really doesn’t matter.”
Seen another way, the obstacles the Hawks persevere through now
could benefit them later.

“It’s more so just worrying about the individual and making sure that he’s
OK. You send a text and make sure they’re feeling well and hopefully not
symptomatic.”

“That’ll be great for us in the end,” Colliton said. “That can make our team
stronger. We’re trying to build a foundation we can rely on in hard times.
So ‘why me?’ would be the total wrong approach.”

With Sunday night’s game against the Blue Jackets at the United Center
taking place as scheduled, the Hawks had to regroup after dealing with
the setbacks brought on by COVID-19, shuffling in new players, rolling
with changes to the practice schedule and not letting concern over a
potential outbreak in the locker room creep into their thought process.
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“It’s a serious thing, no question” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “Hence, all
the precautions and the work the league has done to try to play and do it
safely.”

Philipp Kurashev’s 1st-line promotion jump-starts Blackhawks’ win over
Blue Jackets

Players in the COVID-19 protocol can’t practice, play or travel with the
team — and a range of factors can land them on the list, from an
unconfirmed initial positive test to a high-risk close contact. When Boqvist
and DeBrincat were ruled “unavailable,” Colliton estimated it would be at
least two weeks before they were removed from the list.
There have been strategic matters to deal with in the wake in these
personnel losses, such as who goes in for Carpenter on the penalty kill or
the fourth line and who takes on more of an offensive role in the power
play with DeBrincat out.
“We all sit in on PK meetings and PP meetings as well just in case
situations like this happen,” Shaw said. “Obviously losing guys in those
roles is tough, but we’re all in the NHL for a reason. We just have to step
it up when the opportunity comes.”
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By Ben Pope Jan 31, 2021, 9:49pm CST

Philipp Kurashev’s strong start to his first NHL season had stagnated in
recent weeks.
But instead of demoting him, Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton gave
him a promotion, providing the 21-year-old forward with his first
opportunity at his natural center position — on the first line, too, with
Patrick Kane by his side.
The vote of confidence paid off Sunday as Kurashev had two points,
including a goal off a nice Kane feed, then an assist with a nice pass to
Kane, as the Hawks beat the Blue Jackets 3-1 at the United Center.

Overall, the Hawks are staying focused on the main tasks: developing a
young squad — which has been getting younger with each new
substitution — and improving on a 2-4-3 record entering Sunday.

“[Kurashev’s] play had probably dropped off a little bit, but then the last
game, he showed a little life again,” Colliton said. “Sometimes when you
see that, you want to see if you can use that spark.

“Yeah, that’s the world we’re living in right now,” Colliton said. “We’ve got
to do everything we can to protect ourselves, protect our teammates,
protect the team. But we’re also preparing to play a game. No one cares
about our circumstances.”

“He makes a lot of plays. Tonight, his patience and confidence with the
puck really helped that line, and they had a few more chances.”

The Hawks held a restricted morning skate Sunday —more restricted
than usual — before hosting the Blue Jackets on Sunday night.
Kevin Lankinen started in goal. With two more players shelved, Matthew
Highmore returned to the lineup for the fourth time this season and
winger Reese Johnson made his NHL debut.
Colliton said that since Johnson joined the Rockford IceHogs two
seasons ago, he has improved his skating and pace and has the
makings of a good faceoff man.

That line of Kurashev, Kane and Mattias Janmark, who has also been
quietly effective on Kane’s opposite wing, produced seven of the Hawks’
14 even-strength scoring chances and carried a 16-11 advantage in
shots.
Kurashev said it was “great news” when he learned of his new line
assignment, not only because it’ll allow him to play with Kane — “One of
the best players ever,” Kurashev said — but also because it put him back
at center.
He had been manning the wing next to Dylan Strome.
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“I kinda already got used to wing, but now back to center, so it felt great,”
he said. “I feel really comfortable there. Hopefully I can keep going.”
The line-shuffling seemed to jump-start Kane, who finished with a goal,
an assist and six shots after struggling the last few games with Pius
Suter as his center.
And Suter, in turn, was jump-started by his move to wing on Strome’s
and later Carl Soderberg’s line. He scored the eventual game-winning
goal.
“It’s going to be up and down with guys, and we’re going to help them
through it,” Colliton said. “We have a bunch of competition. We’ve got a
bunch of young players who are pushing for ice [time], and that’s a great
thing.”
Carlsson injured
The Hawks’ roster took another hit, with rookie defenseman Lucas
Carlsson injuring his leg blocking a shot in the opening minutes.
Carlsson returned for some shifts later in the first and second periods,
eventually playing 7:39, but didn’t appear in the third period, leaving the
Hawks down to five defensemen.
“I’m not sure what the prognosis is here, if it’s a day-to-day thing or
longer or what the outlook is,” Colliton said. “Just the fact that he came
back and gritted through some minutes, that’s a big part of why we won.”
Lankinen wins again
Kevin Lankinen’s amazing run to start his NHL career continued as he
made 32 saves on 33 shots and was again named the first star.
His .937 save percentage is tied for sixth in the league. But he’s unfazed
by the hard-to-believe immediate success and gaudy numbers.
“Every single game, every single period I’m out there, I just feel more
relaxed,” Lankinen said. “I’m gaining more and more confidence.
‘‘I don’t really like to judge my game by the numbers that much because
sometimes what happens is that the numbers don’t tell the whole truth.”
Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Blackhawks will forge on despite missing 5 players on COVID-19 list:
‘That can make our team stronger’

By Ben Pope
CST Jan 31, 2021, 1:53pm CST

The Hawks, already missing Jonathan Toews, Kirby Dach and Alex
Nylander long-term and with Brent Seabrook and Zack Smith on injured
reserve, have seen their lineup depleted even further in the last week by
a COVID-19 outbreak.
Alex DeBrincat, a top-line staple, is out. Lucas Wallmark and Ryan
Carpenter, two reliable bottom-six, penalty-killing centers, are out.
Defensemen Adam Boqvist and Nicolas Beaudin, the Hawks’ 2018 firstround picks, are out.
With 10 players unavailable, the Hawks’ roster has become as patchwork
as an old quilt.
And yet there will be no break. With no new positive tests returned
Sunday morning, the Hawks’ season hasn’t been paused, not yet at
least.
The morning skate and the game against the Blue Jackets went on as
scheduled.
“It’s a serious thing, no question,” Colliton said. “Hence all the
precautions and the work the league has done to try to play and do it
safely.
‘‘Everyone’s aware of the implications, but at the same time, from my
perspective, I have to focus on what I need to do, and that’s the message
to the team, as well: Prepare to play, prepare to compete as hard as we
can.”
Connor Murphy and Andrew Shaw, who spoke with the media Sunday
morning, said the last-minute practice cancellation Saturday was a
strange and unprecedented — but not entirely unexpected —
experience.
“Guys got out and did what they needed to do at the rink early, and when
they sent us home, we just relaxed, rested and got ready,” Shaw said.
“You’re going to see probably a couple of days like that this year, so
we’ve just got to get used to it.”
NHL protocols require constant mask-wearing off the ice, as much socialdistancing in the locker room as possible and most meetings to be held
on Zoom. Rules like that have allowed the team to keep playing despite
the small outbreak.
The Hawks also have prepared hockey-wise for scenarios like this --—
key personnel in all units unavailable and in need of replacements — by
having all players sit in on the specialty meetings (power play, penalty
kill, etc.) this season.
That readiness probably won’t make up for the missing talent and
experience.
The depth problems are so severe that Reese Johnson, an undrafted
forward who had eight points in 52 AHL games last season, made his
NHL debut Sunday in place of Carpenter.
The team, however, has no choice but to forge on.

After the Blackhawks received more bad news in COVID-19 testing,
hastily ushered all of their players out of Fifth Third Arena and realized
their already bumpy season had taken another unfortunate turn,
Saturday afternoon’s scheduled team Zoom meeting took on great
importance.

“That’s the only way we can play,” Shaw said. “It’s the new norm for now.
We’ve just got to get through this year. We have to be prepared for going
through adversity like this.”
Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 02.01.2021

Coach Jeremy Colliton tried to keep his team from growing discouraged.
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“One of the main messages was: We’re facing some adversity; it’s been
hard at times; we know we’re missing guys,” Colliton said. “Finding a way
through and continuing to push forward and do the right things, we have
to do it again and again and again.

Younger Blackhawks put effort in, get win over Columbus

“The circumstances, [they] really don’t matter. The most important thing
is that we push through and we find a way to persevere anyway. That’ll
be great for us in the end. That can make our team stronger.”

Chicago Blackhawks

John Dietz
Updated1/31/2021 9:56 PM

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 1, 2021
There are plenty of people out there who figure the injury-riddled,
COVID-stricken Blackhawks are going to lie down at some point.

"We are getting better. The results, they're not perfect yet, but I think
there's a lot to be excited about."

Throw up a stinker. Get blown out of the building. Let one loss become
two, three, four and five.

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 02.01.2021

Instead, the Hawks have become a resilient bunch of scrappy
underdogs. True, they're not winning every night. But they are competing
and making life miserable at times for their opponent.
It happened again at the United Center on Sunday as the Hawks
defeated Columbus 3-1 thanks to 32 saves from Kevin Lankinen, a
creative bank shot from rookie Pius Suter and a gritty, overall effort from
Brandon Hagel, Reese Johnson, David Kampf, Duncan Keith, Connor
Murphy and Lucas Carlsson.
"Obviously we're missing a few guys, but there's no sympathy in the
league," said Colliton, whose team has five players in COVID-19
protocol. "We've got to find a way get it done anyways. Ton of credit to
that group in there. They really competed hard."
Philipp Kurashev and Patrick Kane also scored for the Hawks (3-4-3).
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No time to sulk: Colliton believes COVID-19 situation could benefit
Hawks in long run

John Dietz
Updated1/31/2021 6:25 PM

Just like the Bears before them, the Blackhawks aren't about to adopt a
woe-is-me, gloom-and-doom attitude every time COVID-19 affects their
roster, forces them to cancel a practice or causes issues on game day.

Suter, who introduced himself to the NHL with a hat trick against Detroit
last week, notched the game-winner with 12:19 remaining. After tracking
down a loose puck behind the goal line, the rookie fired it at the backside
of Blue Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins. The unorthodox shot paid off
when it bounced off Merzlikins and into the back of the net.

Now, obviously, that doesn't mean they aren't concerned when more
players are added to the COVID-19 protocol, which is what happened
Saturday to forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin.

"Good bounce for the team and for me especially," said Suter, who leads
all rookies with 4 goals.

"One of the main messages (to the team) is we're facing some adversity.
It's been hard at times," coach Jeremy Colliton said before the Hawks
hosted Columbus at the United Center on Sunday. "We know we're
missing guys. ...

Said Merzlikins: "I messed up big time. I take all the responsibility on my
shoulders. I'm not going to go into excuses, but the luck wasn't on my
side this time."
Kane scored after another misplay by Merzlikins behind the net. It came
six minutes after Suter's tally.
Lankinen has allowed just 7 goals in his last five games, stopping 153
shots along the way for a .956 save percentage. At least a few of his
saves Sunday came on deflected shots. His best, however, came when
he turned away a breakaway attempt from Alexandre Teixer with 8:36
remaining and the Hawks ahead 2-1.
"That's the part when the goalie needs to step up and make the save,"
Lankinen said. "At the end of the day it makes the difference. I think
goalie's the difference maker, and I definitely want to be the one who
helps the team win and do whatever it takes to get there."
Kurashev put the Hawks on top at 12:32 of the first period thanks to an
impressive play by Mattias Janmark. Janmark, proving to be one of the
Hawks' most consistent forwards, patiently waited in the offensive zone,
made a nifty pass to Kane in front of the net and then watched as Kane
tapped the puck to Kurashev.
Kurashev now has 3 goals, while Kane has 4.

But after checking in on them, it's time to move on.

"The most important thing is that we push through and we find a way to
persevere anyway. That'll be great for us in the end. That can make our
team stronger. We're trying to build a foundation that we can rely on in
hard times.
"'Why me?' would be (the) total wrong approach."
The Hawks, who canceled practice Saturday, now have five players in
the protocol. Alex DeBrincat and Adam Boqvist could come out as early
as February 8; Lucas Wallmark as early as February 10. Carpenter and
Beaudin are likely out until at least February 13.
Reese Johnson and Matthew Highmore were inserted into the lineup for
Carpenter and Beaudin. Johnson made his NHL debut.
The attrition could affect the Hawks' special teams the most. The power
play is trying to get by without DeBrincat and Boqvist; and now the
penalty kill loses perhaps its most trusted forward in Carpenter.
Andrew Shaw believes the Hawks will find a way to get the job done.
"We all sit in on PK meetings and power play meetings as well just-incase situations like this," Shaw said. "Obviously losing guys in those
roles is tough, but we're all good enough players.

Johnson doled out 7 hits in his NHL debut and Carlsson gutted out 7:39
despite getting hit with a shot on his first shift. Duncan Keith took 6 shots
on goal, and Murphy had 3 of the Hawks' 15 blocked shots.

"We're all in the NHL for a reason. So we've just got to step it up when
the opportunity comes."

Up next for the Hawks are the 5-1-0 Hurricanes. It will no doubt be their
stiffest test yet.

The Hawks have been struggling offensively most of the season. Take
out the two games against Detroit and they have 13 goals in the other
seven contests.

But if they keep trending up, who knows? Maybe another surprise or two
is around the corner.
"The outside impression of us as a team, it really doesn't matter," Colliton
said. "Our priorities have got to be trying to get better, be relentless, be
determined, protect each other with our work ethic and our decisions.
And they're doing it. ...
"The older guys (are) leading the way and the younger guys (are) playing
without fear, and coming in and being aggressive and being on their toes
and seizing the opportunity that's there.

It might make sense, therefore, to insert the offensive-minded Brandon
Pirri instead of Johnson. Pirri had a solid camp and has 15 goals in his
last 50 NHL games.
But Colliton wants to get a look at as many young players as possible, so
Pirri remains on the outside looking in.
"(We're) giving young guys a chance and they've done well with it,"
Colliton said. "Doesn't mean his chance won't come again. He's been
great and working hard; great attitude."
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Red Wings lose special teams battle, fall to Florida in OT

Updated Jan 30, 9:45 PM; Posted Jan 30, 9:45 PM
By Ansar Khan

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings turned into a solid effort in their first
game home following a miserable road trip but were rewarded with only
one point for their effort.
Aleksi Heponiemi, making his NHL debut, scored at 2:45 of overtime
Saturday to lift the Florida Panthers to a 3-2 victory at Little Caesars
Arena.
Anthony Mantha and Tyler Bertuzzi scored for the Red Wings (2-5-2),
who were coming off an 0-3-1 trip.
The Panthers improved to 4-0-1. Florida has won seven in a row against
Detroit.
Thomas Greiss (0-4-2) played well enough to win, making 23 saves, but
is still seeking his first victory as a Red Wing. Sergei Bobrovsky stopped
25 shots to improve to 15-5-1 lifetime against Detroit.
Bertuzzi suffered an upper-body injury late in the second period and did
not play in the third.
The Red Wings continue to struggle on the power play. They went 0 for
4, registering just five shots. They entered the game ranked 22nd in the
NHL at 14.8 percent (4 for 27).
Coach Jeff Blashill, in a surprise move, did not use Dylan Larkin or
Mantha during the first two power plays.
The Panthers scored twice on the power play. The Red Wings entered
the night ranked 24th on the penalty kill at 72 percent (18 for 25).
The Red Wings, after a slow start, played much better the latter half of
the first period, spending ample time in the offensive zone and
generating some chances. Mantha and Bertuzzi scored 1:57 apart to put
Detroit ahead 2-1.
Mantha skated into the slot and fired in the rebound of a shot by
Vladislav Namestnikov at 15:02. It was his second goal of the season.
Bertuzzi notched his team-leading fifth goal at 16:59, banging in a
rebound of Larkin’s shot that bounced off Bobrovsky’s glove and landed
in the crease.
The Red Wings, however, had difficulty sorting out and clearing the puck
from the crease area while shorthanded, as the Panthers scored a pair of
power-play goals.
Aleksander Barkov opened the scoring at 3:06. His centering pass was
swatted in by Danny DeKeyser, who was attempting to clear.
These teams will meet again Sunday at LCA (5 p.m., Fox Sports Detroit).
Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 02.01.2021

1201221

Chicago Blackhawks

Blackhawks rookie Philipp Kurashev seizing opportunity

By Scott Powers Jan 31, 2021

The Blackhawks were high on Philipp Kurashev’s prospects entering this
season. They liked his playmaking, his two-way game, hockey IQ and
much more. They thought he had trended well in his first pro season last
year and had a bright NHL future.
It was a future, though, the Blackhawks envisioned happening down the
road. They assumed he needed more seasoning in Rockford. His time
would come, just not now.
Kurashev had other plans, and to his credit, forced the Blackhawks to
alter theirs. Kurashev jump-started his season by playing on loan in
Switzerland, focused on what the Blackhawks had advised him to work
on, carried that play over into the NHL training camp and earned himself
a spot in Jeremy Colliton’s lineup.
On Sunday, Colliton gave Kurashev another chance to prove himself.
Kurashev was promoted to the Blackhawks’ top line, moved to his natural
position of center and given the opportunity to play alongside Patrick
Kane.
Kurashev didn’t disappoint. In the Blackhawks’ 3-1 win over the
Columbus Blue Jackets, he factored into two of the Blackhawks’ three
goals, scoring off a Kane pass and setting up Kane for another.
Colliton decided to promote Kurashev after what he had seen of him in
the Blackhawks’ previous game against the Blue Jackets on Friday. After
playing well out of the gate on the wing alongside Dylan Strome and
Dominik Kubalik, Kurashev and that line hadn’t been as consistent as of
late. But on Friday, Colliton saw something again in Kurashev and sought
to experiment with it on Sunday.
“Sometimes when you see that, you want to see if you can use that
spark,” Colliton said. “I thought he finished the game well on Friday. Just
he makes a lot of plays. I thought tonight his patience and confidence
with the puck really helped that line, and they had a few more chances.
He’s a young guy, so it’s not going to be … he’s there now, and it might
last a few games and we’ll let it run. It’s going to be up and down with
guys and we’re going to help them through it. We got a bunch of
competition. We got a bunch of young players who are pushing for ice,
and that’s a great thing.”
Kurashev was hoping for this sort of opportunity this season. It’s part of
the reason he wanted to return to his native Switzerland to begin the
season. Looking back now, he knows he made the right decision.
“It’s been great so far,” Kurashev said. “The time in Switzerland for sure
helped me to come ready for camp here. We got some momentum from
playing there, and got it over. It’s been good so far.”
The biggest thing Colliton wanted to see from Kurashev was more
urgency. There was no doubt Kurashev could play with the puck once he
got it, but the Blackhawks needed him to go get it more.
Kurashev made a concentrated effort to improve that. It began with
playing for Lugano in Switzerland and then continuing to play that way
when camp opened in Chicago. Colliton could tell the difference and
adjusted his lineup to open up a spot for Kurashev.
“No question. I did not expect him to come quickly as he has,” Colliton
said. “Again, seeing him in the summer camps and last year, obviously
watched him play in Rockford, obviously he was getting better and
everyone was positive about him as a prospect down the line. But even
just watching him play in Lugano, the pace of his game has really
improved and obviously we challenged him coming into camp. Like this is
what you need to do if you want to compete for a spot, thinking he would
respond and improve, but he’s answered the bell in every way as far as
being quicker.
“He’s a good skater, but it’s one thing to be a good skater, but it’s another
to play with pace and push and transport the puck to the neutral zone
and have pressure on the puck when he doesn’t have it. He becomes
easier to play with and he’s done a great job. It’s early. Like I said, it’s
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going to be ups and downs, but he’s done a good job so far. We’re proud
of him.”
Let’s look through some of Kurashev’s shifts Sunday and point out how
he’s influencing the game.
The below clip is from Kurashev’s second shift. He tips a pass from Kane
into the offensive zone and then it’s a 50/50 puck. Kurashev pushes
through two checks, gets to the puck first and creates an offensive zone
possession.
On this next clip, Kurashev’s third shift, he wins the faceoff (he won 6 of
10 faceoffs), gets a puck touch low, remains low, gets the puck again,
protects the puck as he comes from behind the net and passes it high to
Calvin de Haan for a shooting chance. Kurashev then crashes the net
looking for a rebound or tip.
“He’s a natural center,” Colliton said. “To his credit, he’s done a great job
of adjusting to the wing, he’s made some nice wall plays, he’s been solid
defensively. But it is an adjustment. Little things like getting in shot lanes
and just it’s a different way to defend. But his skating and his patience
with the puck, his support on breakouts, his ability to get the puck
through the neutral zone, it’s a nice help at center. He was really good
tonight. There’s going to be little things that he needs to improve and
that’s not a surprise, but it was good for his first game at center.”

still an experience unto itself. Now empty for the games it hosts, "The
Madhouse" is more like a library just might be the prime example of how
strange and difficult it is playing this season during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The vibe here has vanished. The silence replacing it is something that
fills arenas across the entire league now, only it's more noticeable here –
where the Blue Jackets concluded their first of two trips to Chicago this
season with a 3-1 loss Sunday night to the Blackhawks – who have five
players out for NHL COVID-19 protocols and haven’t had captain
Jonathan Toews (undisclosed illness) all season.
“You go in there as the away team, (with) the anthem and everything, it’s
such a great building,” said Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella, who
noticed the lack of energy right away Friday night in the Jackets’ 2-1
victory “I think it almost benefits the away team more. To have nothing,
other than a couple of sticks banging on the ice after the anthem and to
hear it echo through the building … it’s a letdown.”
It’s also a challenge.
“Maybe the athletes are a little spoiled with the juice, but we’re pros,”
Tortorella said. “We have to figure out a way to do it … but you can’t just
turn it on and say, ‘OK, I’m gonna do it.’ It’s hard. It’s hard and I think all
teams are going through it.”

In the next clip, Kurashev begins in the defensive zone and defends
around the net. He’s often aware of where he needs to be defensively in
the man-to-man coverage. When the Blackhawks begin to transition the
other way, Kurashev is ready to take off, too. Kane sets him up perfectly
at the net, but Kurashev has also put himself in an ideal spot to score.

The Blue Jackets and Blackhawks went through it twice in the span of
three days here, playing two choppy, disjointed games dominated by
defense and the loud echoes of pucks clacking around. They were NHL
hockey games, but they sounded like spirited practices with your eyes
closed.

Kurashev returns the favor in this next clip. Blue Jackets goalie Elvis
Merzlikins commits an error, but Kurashev is aggressive on the forecheck
and helps create that mistake. Once he gets the puck, Kurashev quickly
finds Kane.

“It’s definitely a little different,” said Boone Jenner, whose third goal of the
season tied it 1-1 late in the first period. “We’re used to these buildings
having a great atmosphere, so it’s just … we’ve got to find a way to
create our own energy in these situations, obviously, with no fans.”

“I just saw Merzlikins going out of the net, just tried to put some pressure,
got the lucky bounce, gave it to Kaner and he scored,” Kurashev said.
“Just try to put pressure on the forecheck and we got a bounce there.”

Jenner’s goal accomplished that, briefly, for the Blue Jackets – who’d
fallen behind 1-0 on Phillip Kurashev’s goal at 12:32 of the first.

Players who do well with Kane make themselves an option. He’ll often
find you. Kurashev did that a few times Sunday. Here’s an example of
Kurashev finding some space, being ready for a pass and Kane hitting
him.

Still trailing by that score in the waning minutes of the period, Jenner
started the scoring play by entering the Blackhawks’ zone with a pass to
himself off the half wall. After working the puck to Roslovic for a shot from
the slot, Jenner then swooped over to swat the rebound past Blackhawks
goalie Kevin Lankinen to knot it up with 2:32 on the clock.

“Just try to have fun I guess,” Kurashev said of playing with Kane. “He’s
one of the best players ever. It was really fun to play with him and try to
help him; he helps me. It was really fun tonight.”

Chicago scored the next two and got some help on each one from Blue
Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins – who paid a steep price for misplaying a
couple pucks behind his net.

On this next clip, Kurashev nearly has a breakaway. He helps force a
turnover and Mattias Janmark intercepts the pass. Janmark just isn’t able
to get the pass to Kurashev just right to free him.

Pius Suter scored the first one, putting the Blackhawks back up 2-1 at
7:41 after stopping Merzlikins’ backhanded clearing attempt along the
end boards. The goal was scored after Suter surprised Merzlikins with a
quick shot back toward the crease, which caught the Jackets' goalie offguard and slid underneath him into the net.
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Merzlikins' misplays leave Blue Jackets singing the blues in Chicago's
silent 'Madhouse'

Brian Hedger

CHICAGO – It’s supposed to be “The Madhouse on Madison,” a
cavernous structure where people cheer, loudly, during the national
anthem and ratchet up the decibel levels to the equivalent of a turbine
engine.
The United Center is one of the darlings of NHL arenas, not quite the
charming old barn that Chicago Stadium used to be across the street, but

"I messed up big-time," Merzlikins said. "I take all the responsibility on my
shoulders. Not going to go into excuses, but the luck wasn't on my side
this time. The puck got stuck, stick on the boards, and I shot it on the
backhand ... but right now I'm not a good goalie on the backhand as a
player. So, I shouldn't shoot it on the backhand. I should shoot, maybe,
on the (forehand). I messed up not once (but) twice tonight, so the team
doesn't deserve this."
Merzlikin's second mistake was also while trying to play the puck behind
the net. After failing to clear it to either side, Kurashev found Kane with a
pass toward the low right wing and the Blackhawk's star put it home for a
3-1 lead with 6:20 left.
"He has to eat it and I know it will be very difficult for him," Tortorella said.
"But he's matured as he's been here and he'll be ready to play his next
game."
Merzlikins’ mistakes were egregious, but the goals they sparked were
also fitting.
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They weren’t typical or common. They were odd. Kind of strange too.
And they decided another odd, strange game played within a building
devoid of its usual energy.
Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Merzlikins is still striving for his top level, but he won his previous two
starts before facing Chicago on Sunday, allowing only two goals in both.
“Honestly, I don’t feel yet myself,” Merzlikins said Thursday after
defeating the Florida Panthers 3-2 in a shootout at Nationwide Arena. “I
am still making little mistakes … but that’s good that there (are) bad
things. There is a lot to work on, so I just want to focus on that.”
Laine watch

Split Decision: Tandem plan helping Blue Jackets goalies Korpisalo,
Merzlikins stay rested

Brian Hedger

CHICAGO – It’s unorthodox, but it’s working.
Rather than choosing between goaltenders Joonas Korpisalo and Elvis
Merzlikins, the Blue Jackets are just rolling through the early part of this
season with a tandem of co-No.1 options. They also are being rewarded
for it, as each guy settles into the rhythm of playing every other game
during a crammed 56-game schedule.
Korpisalo is 2-1-2 with a 2.16 goals-against average and .936 save
percentage in five games, making 31 saves in a 2-1 victory Friday
against the Chicago Blackhawks, while Merzlikins was 2-1-1 with a 2.94
GAA and .906 save percentage going into his fifth start Sunday in
Chicago.
“It certainly helps me, because I just have such a great comfort in both of
them,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. “The goaltending
situation, (it’s) obviously an important one if you’re going to win or lose
hockey games. They’re going to be the main reason both ways. I feel
really comfortable in not really thinking about it. We’re going every other.”
It has been that way from the start.
Korpisalo was tabbed for the season opener against the Nashville
Predators, allowing two goals in a 3-1 loss at Bridgestone Arena, and
Merzlikins played the second game in that city two days later – allowing
all five goals in a 5-2 loss. They have alternated ever since and both are
starting to thrive under the predictability of the tandem format.
“I think it helps them, too, because we let them know right away that this
is going to be the schedule and we’ll let you know when we want to
change that schedule,” Tortorella said. “I think it lets them get ready
mentally, also, as far as their next start (and) how they practice prior to
that start. In the little practice time we do have, they can prepare
themselves when we do have that odd practice, knowing when they’re
going to play their (next) game.”
Traditionally, goaltenders and coaches prefer a split that is less
balanced. Playing one guy more than the other allows the top pick to see
more shots and get into peak form more easily, but the Jackets’ top two
netminders and this season are unique.
Korpisalo and Merzlikins both proved themselves as No. 1 goalies last
season during separate runs, and each played in the NHL’s summer
postseason – until Merzlikins was injured in the qualifying round. Each
had already signed two-year contract extensions in the spring, a week
apart, and they started training camp knowing that they would split the
schedule this season fairly close to even.
So far, it has been a 50/50 divide, and there is no sense that a fix is
needed for something that is working.
“It’s been good,” Korpisalo said. “For now, we’ve been going alternative,
every second game, and it doesn’t matter for me. I’m ready to play every
game. I felt good (Friday). I didn’t play (Thursday), so I had fresh legs
and a fresh mind (against the Blackhawks).”

After arriving Friday from Ottawa, Patrik Laine began an NHL-mandated,
48-hour quarantine that was scheduled to end Sunday.
Once cleared, the 22-year old Finnish left wing was expected to receive a
green light for hockey activity on Monday. The Blue Jackets aren’t
scheduled to practice, but Laine potentially could get on the ice for the
first time wearing the Blue Jackets practice jersey. His first interaction
with his new team, in a broader sense, might happen Tuesday as the
Jackets prepare for a game against the Dallas Stars at Nationwide
Arena.
Laine is still on injured reserve with an upper-body injury suffered while
with the Winnipeg Jets, before the blockbuster trade that brought him to
Columbus, but he said during a Finnish interview on Saturday he’ll be
ready to go upon his release from quaratine.
Blackhawks scrambling
After playing Friday without three players on the NHL’s COVID-19
protocols list, the Blackhawks added two more to the list Saturday –
when they also canceled a practice “out of an abundance of caution due
to potential COVID-19 exposure.”
Forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin, who played
Friday against the Blue Jackets, joined defenseman Adam Boqvist,
forward Lucas Wallmark and high-scoring forward Alex DeBrincat on
Chicago’s protocols list.
The Blue Jackets and Blackhawks were scheduled to play Sunday night
at United Center, with Chicago filling the voids left by Carpenter and
Beaudin with Matthew Highmore and Reese Johnson – who was recalled
from the team’s taxi squad.
Another Tortorella milestone
The Blue Jackets’ victory Friday in Chicago was coach John Tortorella’s
400th game running the bench in Columbus. It also bumped his record to
213-142-45 with the Jackets to extend his lead as the winningest coach
in franchise history.
Going into Sunday's game against the Blackhawks, Tortorella’s overall
NHL record was 659-517-37-123 in 1,336 games – ranking 12th all-time
in games coached and 14th in wins.
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Eric Robinson intent on staying in Blue Jackets' lineup despite Patrik
Laine's arrival

Brian Hedger

CHICAGO – Decision day for the Blue Jackets is on the horizon now,
expedited by Patrik Laine’s arrival Friday in Columbus.
After the 22-year-old star emerges from a mandated 48-hour quarantine,
two things will happen to a lineup that has also added center Jack
Roslovic as part of the blockbuster trade that netted Laine and sent
Pierre-Luc Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets. Laine will get a spot at left wing
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somewhere, almost certainly with the top line, and then coach John
Tortorella will have a difficult call about whom to sit.
Eric Robinson hopes to make that decision easier.
“My goal going into camp was just to be in the lineup Game 1 and do
everything I can to be in it for the season,” said Robinson, a lightning bolt
of a forward who has played in all nine of the Jackets’ games and has
four points on two goals and two assists. “It’s still just learning ways to
add different things to my game to keep giving them reasons to keep
playing me.”
Look no further than what happened Friday in the Blue Jackets’ 2-1
victory against the Chicago Blackhawks, when a speed burst by
Robinson in the second period created a breakaway that resulted in the
winning goal. After spotting three Chicago players caught low in the
Columbus zone, Robinson took off toward the neutral zone once he saw
the puck on a teammate’s stick.
That teammate happened to be Oliver Bjorkstrand, a skilled right wing,
and his diagonal pass hit Robinson in stride to spring the play. Two of the
Blackhawks’ biggest stars gave chase, but Patrick Kane and Duncan
Keith didn’t have a shot at catching up once Robinson hit top gear.
The Blue Jackets forward barreled toward Chicago’s net at full tilt and
ripped a wrist shot under the crossbar at the top right corner of the net for
his second goal in four games. That’s one way of letting a coaching staff
know you’d like to keep playing.
“He’s dangerous,” Tortorella said of Robinson. “We’re coaching him and
trying to help him in certain areas, but you can’t teach that stuff there,
that God-given speed that he has. He makes us look like a faster team,
even when some guys aren’t as fast. He just makes us look faster and I
think he’s been a very important part of our club here the first few weeks
of our season.”
How do you take an element like that out of the lineup?
Some coaches with less speed at their disposal wouldn’t. It’s a tougher
call for this coach and this roster, which now has a few young forwards
who can absolutely fly up and down the ice. Robinson is one of them,
rookie Liam Foudy is another and Roslovic is a speed demon, too.
Roslovic, 23, missed Winnipeg’s training camp plus the first 10 days of
the season while unsigned as a restricted free agent before the trade.
Foudy has played in all nine games, adding two assists while hunting his
first regular-season goal, and Robinson, 25, is playing in his fourth NHL
season – second as a full-time member of the Blue Jackets’ roster.

CHICAGO (AP) — Kevin Lankinen made 32 saves and the short-handed
Chicago Blackhawks jumped on two costly mistakes by Elvis Merzlikins
in the third period, topping the Columbus Blue Jackets 3-1 on Sunday
night.
Patrick Kane and Philipp Kurashev each had a goal and an assist for
Chicago, which had dropped three in a row. The Blackhawks improved to
1-1 on a four-game homestand after losing 2-1 to the Blue Jackets on
Friday night.
The game was tied before Merzlikins mishandled the puck behind his net
at two different points in the third, and Chicago scored each time.
Pius Suter got to one in the corner and sent his shot off the goaltender
and into the net at 7:41, lifting the Blackhawks to a 2-1 lead. On
Merzlikins’ second misplay, Kurashev fed Kane for his fourth goal at
13:40.
Columbus had a chance to get one back when Andrew Shaw was sent
off for hooking, but Chicago killed off the the penalty.
Boone Jenner scored for the Blue Jackets, and Merzlikins stopped 33
shots.
Chicago got a sorely needed victory a day after it canceled practice out
of concern about potential exposure to COVID-19. Forward Ryan
Carpenter and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin were placed on the NHL’s
COVID-19 protocol list, joining teammates Alex DeBrincat, Adam Boqvist
and Lucas Wallmark.
The league’s unavailability list covers multiple factors such as isolation
due to a confirmed positive test or quarantines due to being “a high risk
close contact.”
“It’s tough once it gets in the locker room. It’s obviously going to find a
way to get to some people,” Shaw said. “But we’re all following protocols.
We have our masks on. We’re staying away from each other. We’re
doing Zoom meetings.
“I mean, we’re following all the guidelines we’re supposed to be following
and the trainers are making sure of it as well and helping us out.”
The Blackhawks already were without captain Jonathan Toews because
of an illness, and key forward Kirby Dach could miss the entire season
after he had wrist surgery in December.
Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton held a Zoom meeting with his team
Saturday and talked about working through adversity.

Roslovic’s spot is probably the most secure of that trio, but Tortorella isn’t
afraid to make tough decisions and there’s a chance all three remain in
the lineup for their skating ability – which would shuffle the pending
healthy scratch off to somebody else.

“The most important thing is that we push through and we find a way to
persevere anyway, and that’ll be great for us in the end,” Colliton said.
“That can make our team stronger. We’re trying to build a foundation that
we can rely on in hard times, so ‘Why me?’ would be the total wrong
approach, I think.”

“It’s a relief,” Robinson said of his goal against the Blackhawks, which
ended a string of opportunities that didn’t pan out. “If you’re getting
chances and they’re not going in, it can be frustrating, so it was good to
see one go in (Friday).”

Chicago used a pretty passing sequence to jump in front in the first
period. Mattias Janmark found a streaking Kane in the middle, and he
touched it over to Kurashev for a tap-in at 12:32.
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Columbus tied it when Jenner stuffed home a rebound with 2:32 left in
the period. It was Jenner’s third goal of the season.
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Lankinen helps Blackhawks beat Blue Jackets 3-1

The Blue Jackets had a chance to take the lead in the second, but
Lankinen made a nice right pad save on Alexandre Texier about six
minutes in. Merzlikins also faced some pressure, knocking away an open
look for Chicago forward David Kampf.
UP NEXT

AP
Jan 31, 2021 at 10:37p ET

Blue Jackets: Open a four-game homestand against the Dallas Stars on
Tuesday night.
Blackhawks: Host the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday night.
foxsportsohio.com LOADED: 02.01.2021
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“The puck got stuck, it sticks on the boards (the 2-1 goal), and I had to
shoot on my backhand. We’re not that good, goalies, on the backhand.
As a player, I maybe shouldn’t shoot on the backhand.”

Two Elvis Merzlikins gaffes are too much for the Blue Jackets to
overcome

Merzlikins was asked if the first mistake helped create the second by
rattling his confidence.

By Aaron Portzline Jan 31, 2021

“I’m not a kid anymore,” he said. “I’m mentally strong enough. The thing
I’ve learned in this league is you have to move on, either good things or
bad things.

COLUMBUS, Ohio — As long as the Blue Jackets’ offensive attack
resides somewhere between dull and drowsy, they’ll exist in an
aggravating world with limited margin for error and a questionable recipe
for success.
And while they’re in that world, the Jackets can’t have their goaltenders
giving away easy goals. Much less two easy goals.
Two major gaffes by Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins spelled
doom Sunday in United Center, sending the injury- and illness-ravaged
Chicago Blackhawks to a gift-wrapped 3-1 win.
“It’s tough to eat two of ’em,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said.
Merzlikins plays the puck much more aggressively than teammate
Joonas Korpisalo, but it usually serves him and the Blue Jackets well,
starting rushes up ice with outlet passes that Korpisalo wouldn’t dream of
trying.
But it backfired Sunday, twice in a span of 6:01 to break a 1-1 tie and
snap the Blue Jackets’ seven-game point streak.
“I mess up not once, twice tonight,” Merzlikins said. “The team, it doesn’t
deserve this.”
Both plays looked routine for Merzlikins when he left the net.
At 7:41 of the third, Merzlikins gathered the puck behind the net and tried
to rim it along the board off his backhand.

“I wasn’t worrying about the first one. Maybe I was a little scared to go
out, but it’s hockey. You have to forget it and try to win the game. The
only problem is I messed up even the second time.
“No, I wasn’t scared of anything, and I’m gonna keep going out of the
net.”
The Blue Jackets were furious with Merzlikins early last season when he
tried to be the hero of a 3-3 game in Winnipeg late in the third period. His
pass up the middle was knocked down by Andrew Copp, who fired it into
Merzlikins’ net for the winner.
But this was different. These were honest mistakes, if also untimely.
“He’s trying to play the puck,” Blue Jackets forward Boone Jenner said.
“It happens. We’ll pick him up here.”
“That’s part of his game, moving the puck,” Tortorella said. “He’s usually
pretty good at it.
“He has to eat it, and I know it’ll be very difficult for him. But he’s matured
as he’s been here, and he’ll be ready to play his next game.”
Merzlikins said he apologized to the rest of the Blue Jackets in the
dressing room.
“I said I was sorry, obviously,” he said. “As the good team we are, I got
support. Other stuff you don’t have to know about because this is inside
the (dressing) room.”
Paging Patrik Laine

But he flubbed it instead of zipping it, and Chicago’s Pius Suter picked off
the soft rim and fired on net from an odd angle. The puck glanced off
Merzlikins’ left skate, shooting between his legs and into the net.

Newly acquired forward Patrick Laine is eligible to make his Blue Jackets
debut Tuesday against Dallas in Nationwide Arena, and the 6-foot-5
goal-scoring machine can’t join the lineup soon enough.

2-1 #BLACKHAWKS

The Blue Jackets were 27th in the NHL in scoring last season, averaging
a paltry 2.57 goals per game. So far this season (10 games), they’ve
actually backpedaled, averaging only 2.3 goals per game.

SUTER CAPITALIZES ON MERZLIKINS’ CLEARING ATTEMPT. #CBJ
PIC.TWITTER.COM/3FPM6MAIGD

It wasn’t only a botched pass but also a bad read, Tortorella said.

They’ve scored more than three goals only once all season: the 5-2 win
over Tampa Bay last Saturday, a few hours after the Laine trade was
announced.

“(Merzlikins) has a play on the other side of the ice,” he said. “The right
play was behind him.”

On Sunday, the Jackets had two prime chances in the third period but
came up empty.

At 13:40, Merzlikins came out to play a puck that was rimmed much
harder than the first one, and he struggled to corral it behind his net.

He had plenty of time in front of Chicago goaltender Kevin Lankinen, but
he flubbed the puck, appeared to whiff on his initial attempt and mustered
only a weak wrister from 9 feet, which Lankinen easily rejected.

— ALISON (@ALISONL) FEBRUARY 1, 2021

When Chicago’s Philipp Kurashev arrived to battle for the puck,
Merzlikins retreated to his cage, but he stumbled a bit when his right foot
was tripped up in the netting, causing him to drop his stick.
Before Merzlikins could gather his balance and get centered in the
goalmouth — he was looking all over the place for the puck —
Blackhawks star Patrick Kane scored on a soft, easy wrister from low in
the right circle.
Merzlikins lunged forward in disgust and screamed into the ice.
“I mess up big time,” Merzlikins said. “I take, obviously, all the
responsibility on my shoulders. I’m not going to get into excuses, but the
luck wasn’t on my side this time.

Later in the period, after Chicago scored the 2-1 goal, Alexandre Texier
made a strong play off the rush to split two Blackhawks defenders for a
clean look at Lankinen, but his wrister glanced off Lankinen’s right arm
and out of play.
Snacks
• Jenner scored his third goal of the season to make it 1-1 late in the first
period. The goal was assisted by Jack Roslovic, his first point with the
Blue Jackets. “That was all Boone there,” Roslovic said, “from the
blocked shot in the D-zone to the chipping it in and battling it out to get
the puck back and hitting me (with a pass). I shot it on net, and he
finished up and buried it.”
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• Through 10 games, the Blue Jackets’ top defensive pair has struggled.
Seth Jones has 0-1-1 and a minus-8 rating; Zach Werenski has 1-2-3
and is minus-7.
• Tortorella reconfigured the lines before Sunday’s game, and you
couldn’t help but wonder how he’s planning to fit Laine into the lineup.
Eric Robinson joined a line with Texier and Cam Atkinson, which is not a
combination seen yet this season. Meanwhile, Mikhail Grigorenko’s role
seems to be shrinking. He played on the fourth line with Mikko Koivu and
Riley Nash and drew only 12:54 on 15 shifts.
The Athletic LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Jamie Benn’s return lights a fire under Stars, helps them salvage point in
shootout loss to Carolina

By Tim Cowlishaw8:07 PM on Jan 31, 2021 CST

Late Sunday afternoon in Raleigh, N.C., the Stars were pushing hard to
attain something that had previously been unheard of in the regularseason world of the National Hockey League.
A road split.
Teams never played back-to-back games in one city until the pandemic
mandated a reduced schedule in 2021 with minimized travel.
Having already caused Nashville and Detroit to fail in their efforts to win
one of two here in Dallas, the Stars were positioned to bounce back from
a one-sided loss with a hard-fought, one-goal win led by Jamie Benn no
less — the perfect answer less than 24 hours after having set a franchise
record low with 11 shots on goal Saturday night against Carolina.
But Benn’s game-winner went by the boards when Nino Niederreiter (a
Stars nemesis from his Minnesota Wild days) ripped a tying shot high
past Anton Khudobin with 2:35 to play, and the Hurricanes put two more
pucks past Khudobin in the shootout to for a 4-3 Carolina victory.
So the Stars left Carolina having added one point to their total of eight
compiled in four impressive home games. Now they try their luck with two
nights at Columbus, another former Eastern Conference opponent who
will become much more familiar to Dallas in the 2021 format.
“Obviously not what we wanted. We had them beat late,” Benn said.
“They came out flying tonight. I thought we got better as the game went
along.”
That was especially true for Benn, who produced a goal and an assist in
his first game back after suffering a leg injury in the season opener
against the Predators. He played just five minutes in a first period that
saw Dallas fall behind 1-0 while collecting just three shots on goal. This
looked like it was going to be more of the same from Saturday. Carolina
allows the fewest shots on goal in the league.
But Benn delivered a hard hit to Carolina captain Jordan Staal to start the
second period — the kind of play that’s viewed as either a dumb penalty
or “setting a physical tone” depending upon the outcome — and from that
point forward Benn was a major factor.
“He did that to light a fire under us,” coach Rick Bowness said. “That puts
it up to the penalty killers to do their job.”
It was always going to be interesting to see what kind of player the
captain would be this season. At 31, he’s fairly removed from his time as
the league’s scoring leader (2014-15) although he was still essentially a
point-a-game player (79 points in 82 games) as recently as 2017-18. But
last year he fell all the way down to 39 points in 69 games before finding
his footing in Edmonton where he tied Joe Pavelski for the team lead in

points while producing magical moments in Dallas’ run to the Stanley
Cup Final.
As the Stars just plowed through the Predators and Red Wings for four
victories, it was easy to think that the days of this club needing major
production not only from Benn but from the injured Tyler Seguin might be
behind them. We won’t see Seguin for quite a bit of time following hip
surgery, but Sunday was a reminder of what Benn can deliver, even
when his day ended with a frustrating failure to score on James Reimer
in the shootout.
“He had missed a few games and needed to get his legs under him,”
Bowness said. “Once he got his legs, he was a dominant force out there.”
Almost enough to propel the Stars to victory but instead the club settled
for a tough point on the road. There’s little doubt that this restructuring of
the league — a format that won’t require Canadian teams to leave their
country until the third round of the playoffs — provides Dallas a whole
new set of Eastern rivals.
The Stars know plenty about the Tampa Bay Lightning from last year’s
final series. Carolina and Columbus are highly talented teams, and the
Florida Panthers have not yet lost a game. While no one would call the
Stars lucky for having COVID-19 run rampant through their locker room,
the four road games with Florida and Tampa Bay that were scratched
certainly permitted Dallas to start the season on softer ground.
Now they’re knee deep in the action, and it continues in Columbus. It’s a
good thing a healthy and fully engaged captain is prepared to deliver
what he can.
Dallas Morning News LOADED: 02.01.2021
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Jamie Benn’s return to lineup shows once again how much he brings to
the Stars

By Saad Yousuf Jan 31, 2021

The first period of Sunday night’s game in Carolina looked to mostly be
an extension of the night before. The Stars came out looking lethargic
and discombobulated. After setting a franchise record for fewest shots on
goal in a game with 11 on Saturday, they were on pace to finish with nine
after one period Sunday.
But the Stars had Jamie Benn and that was the difference in being able
to salvage a point in a 4-3 shootout loss to the Hurricanes on Sunday.
“Chubs is invaluable to this team. He’s our leader, he’s our captain,”
forward Andrew Cogliano said. “Chubs is a man that you genuinely want
to play for, as a player. … We need him every night. It’s too bad he got
injured but he’s the key for this team.”
Thirty seconds into the second period, Benn got sent to the penalty box
for interference on Canes captain Jordan Staal. The Stars had a strong
two minutes, killing off the penalty and finally looked alive for the first time
in four periods.
“The penalty he took, it was right in front of our bench. Those are the
ones you absolutely have to kill,” coach Rick Bowness said. “He did that
to get the team going, to light a fire under us. That’s just the type of
leader he is. … When your leader is out there doing that and throwing his
body around and laying it on the line, if he takes a penalty, he takes a
penalty. We have to kill those. When Jamie got his legs (under him), he
was a dominant force out there.”
Five minutes after Benn came out of the box, he helped get the Stars on
the board. For the first four periods in Carolina, the Stars’ biggest
problem was simply not shooting the puck enough. Benn handled the
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puck from Jamie Oleksiak and drove it at the net, allowing Oleksiak to
clean it up on the rebound.
A little after midway through the third period with the score tied at 2, Benn
raced down the ice and received a perfect cross-ice pass from Alexander
Radulov. He quickly made the decision to not shoot the puck but instead
handle it on his stick and go for the wraparound.
This month has provided an interesting glimpse at where Benn is
physically and what he’s capable of. He looked particularly strong in
training camp and then looked good to open the season against
Nashville before going down with the knee injury. In coming back Sunday
after taking his time and not rushing it, Benn once again looked good and
had a few vintage moments. The common thread in all of those situations
is that Benn was playing with fresh legs and a fresh body. That’s going to
become increasingly difficult as the season goes along, if not for the
condensed schedule then the pounding he’s going to take and give as
part of his physical nature of playing hockey.

5. Speaking of COVID-19, the Stars announced shortly before puck drop
that Andrej Sekera was in COVID-19 protocol and would be unavailable
to play after playing less than 24 hours earlier. Even though the league
announces the names of players in COVID-19 protocol, there aren’t
many more details that are made known so there’s no clarity on whether
Sekera contracted the virus, was in close contact, missed a scheduled
test or something else. When the team had the outbreak in training
camp, Sekera was not a player who missed a single day on either side of
the five-day pause. He will remain in North Carolina as the Stars fly out to
Columbus, Ohio, for their game Tuesday.
6. With Sekera out and Benn returning, here is what the Stars lineup
looked like:
Nick Caamano — Ty Dellandrea — Blake Comeau
Jamie Benn — Roope Hintz — Alexander Radulov
Jason Dickinson — Joe Pavelski — Denis Gurianov

Managing Benn’s health will be a key factor for the Stars’ success this
season. They’re a better team with him on the ice but even more when
he’s fresh and healthy.

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Tanner Kero

1. There needs to be other ways to light a fire under the team without
Benn being sent to the penalty box. I understand it means more when
that sort of action comes from the captain but Benn’s more valuable to
the team when he’s on the ice, and at this stage in his career, it’s
probably best if any bit of physicality he experiences is during the normal
wear and tear.

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen

Regarding the hit specifically on Staal, it clearly served its purpose in
upping the intensity for the team but Benn and the Stars are lucky it only
went down as a minor and nothing more. It was a dangerous hit and one
not appreciated by Staal.

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Brock McGinn

“I didn’t love it,” Staal said. “I wasn’t sure where the puck was, I didn’t
think it was anywhere near me. I felt it bounce off my ass earlier.”

Drew Shore — Morgan Geekie — Sheldon Rempal

2. Benn’s durability over the years has been very impressive, especially
given his physicality. He’s only missed 14 of the last 566 games for the
Stars, dating back to the 2013-14 season.

Jake Gardiner — Brett Pesce

3. Referees are human beings so no game is ever going to be called to
perfection, but the officiating this weekend in Carolina seemed
particularly frustrating. If it’s any consolation, it was bad for both sides
and some of the calls were inconsistent from period to period. Take Miro
Heiskanen on Sunday for an example on both sides.
With the Stars on the power play midway through the second period,
Heiskanen was clearly tripped. It seemed to be a pretty obvious call that
would have given the Stars a minute of five-on-three hockey. On the flip
side, Heiskanen played Andrei Svechnikov positionally well on a
breakaway in the third period that ended with Svechnikov going to the
box for goalie interference. It’s hard to see what Svechnikov could have
done in that situation and it shouldn’t have been called. Pointing out flaws
in officiating is something you’ll rarely see me do unless it comes at
critical junctures, but this weekend just felt sloppy overall.
4. The other goal of the game for the Stars came courtesy of Cogliano,
who finished after a pretty pass from Blake Comeau.
“It’s nice to contribute when I can. (Comeau) made a great pass across
the ice,” Cogliano said. “When you get opportunities like that in this
league, you’ve got to make the most of them. … We’re going to need
guys to do that every night. You can’t rely on your top guys every single
night to score. You’ve got to have other guys chip in at the right times
and I was very fortunate to do that tonight.”
It was also a good moment for Comeau, who got hit with COVID-19 the
week leading into the Stars’ season opener. He said he dealt with some
symptoms and it took some time for him to work his way back on the ice,
first, and then into game shape, second. He made his return Saturday
and looked a little rusty but seemed to fit in a little better Sunday.

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg

Mark Pysyk — Joel Hanley
Anton Khudobin
Carolina countered with this:

Nino Niederreiter — Vincent Trocheck — Martin Necas
Steven Lorentz — Jordan Staal — Ryan Dzingel

Brady Skjei — Dougie Hamilton

Haydn Fleury — Jake Bean
James Reimer
7. Don’t read into the order of the Stars lines because it didn’t mean
much. The Stars didn’t really have set lines Sunday. Players were put
through a blender and the lines above are just how they started but there
was a lot of mix and match going on throughout the game. The Stars
have mostly their full training camp roster back, with the exception of
Sekera and Joel Kiviranta, but they also still have a few players who are
working their way back after lengthy absences so it all factors in.
Bowness said the pace of special teams Sunday also contributed to the
variety of lines used.
“I wasn’t trying to mix up the lines,” Bowness said. “It’s just, when you’re
killing penalties or you’re on the power play, it takes a couple of rotations
to get everything back because different guys from different lines are on
the power play and different guys are killing penalties and you’ve got to
go with the fresh legs. There wasn’t anything other than if we could get
the flow back to the game, we could get our original lines back, which
was the plan.”
8. The Stars went to a shootout for the first time this season. Bowness
went with Pavelski to lead things off, followed by Radulov and then Benn.
He explained his thought process after the game:
“Pavs and Rads have always been the guys and (Tyler Seguin) is the
other guy,” Bowness said. “Jamie was having a great game, he’s the
captain so you let him have that opportunity. Ty (Dellandrea) would have
been in there if we kept on going, Denis and Roope (as well). There are
other guys but Pavs and Rads have always been the guys in the
shootout along with Seggy.”
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9. Khudobin was fantastic for the Stars once again. The first goal came
on another Canes power play and the last goal was just an unbelievable
shot by Niederreiter in the waning minutes of the third period. The middle
goal came with the Stars on the power play and following a turnover in
the neutral zone. That’s one Khudobin would probably like to have back
but otherwise, it was another solid night for the Russian goaltender.
Once Khudobin was pulled Saturday, given the circumstances, it was all
but official that he would start Sunday. Perhaps the plan was to split the
two Carolina starts between Khudobin and Jake Oettinger but Khudobin
only played 30 minutes Saturday and was pulled because of the
lackluster play in front of him. Not only was he a bit more rested but it’s
also a vote of confidence from the coaching staff after being forced to
make a goalie change.
10. From a distance, the ice in Carolina seemed to be a little off, with
pucks jumping a bit more than usual. Cogliano said the ice felt chippy at
times but it wasn’t a huge detriment. The Stars have a day off Monday
and continue their road trip to Columbus for two games this week. The
first game is at 6 p.m. Tuesday.
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