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The stat that’s carrying the Carolina Hurricanes to their near-perfect start  

By Chip Alexander  

For penalty killers, a four-on-three power play is as much a 
matter of survival as execution. 

And in overtime, a matter of winning or losing. 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie James Reimer likened it to an 
“all-out battle” Sunday and talked about the sacrifices made 
by those on the ice. As an old life coach named Darwin once 
said, it can be survival of the fittest in a desperate situation 
when every second feels like five and two minutes can feel 
like 20. 

The Canes topped the Dallas Stars 4-3 in a shootout Sunday 
as Reimer stopped two of three shooters — captain Jamie 
Benn being the last — and Dougie Hamilton and Vincent 
Trocheck scored for Carolina, with Trocheck credited with 
the winner. 

But that came following an overtime in which defensemen 
Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce had a shift that lasted the full 
two minutes in a successful 3-on-4 penalty kill after Hamilton 
was called for holding at 2:13 of the extra period.  

“They’ve got some iron lungs, those two,” said center Jordan 
Staal, who also logged time on that kill. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour did use a timeout during the 
kill to “give them a breather.”  

“But they probably didn’t need it,” he added. “That was so 
huge, that kill.” 

Through the first six games of Carolina’s 5-1-0 start, the 
Canes have killed 21 of 23 penalties and rank second — a 
shade behind Vancouver — in the NHL at 91.3%. The Canes 
killed all five penalties Sunday against a Stars team that 
came into the back-to-back set having the league’s best 
power play. 

“Forcing them to make a really good play to get a really good 
chance fits into our style,” Staal said. “Our identity is to 
pressure, pressure.” 

Some players take pride in being on the penalty kill. Skjei, 
Pesce, Staal, Trocheck, Jaccob Slavin, Brock McGinn ... 
they’re willing to get their hands dirty on the PK. 

For others, it means more ice time. Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen have been used a lot in penalty killing, 
reacting quickly and getting sticks on pucks while being a 
shorthanded offensive threat. Martin Necas has done the 
same the past few games while the Canes wait out players 
returning from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list. 

Slavin, Teravainen, Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook and 
Jesper Fast have all been on the NHL COVID list and all are 
penalty killers. But Necas has jumped in — “It’s another 
feather in his cap,” Brind’Amour said — as has rookie 
forward Steven Lorentz, who has played his first three NHL 
games after coming up from the taxi squad. 

Special teams deciding games 

Special teams are deciding many games while NHL teams, 
after shortened training camps, grapple to smooth out their 
five-on-five play. The Canes scored three times on the power 
play Saturday in a 4-1 win over the Stars and Staal had an 
early power-play goal Sunday. 

McGinn gave the Canes their first “shortie” of the season in 
the second period Sunday, a product of teamwork on the kill. 
Skjei poked the puck away from Benn as the Stars attempted 
a zone entry. Staal lifted John Klingberg’s stick in the neutral 
zone and swiped the puck, then made a quick pass to 
McGinn skating up the left wing into the zone. 

McGinn did the rest, blistering a 5-hole shot through goalie 
Anton Khudobin. For penalty killers, it’s the ultimate moment: 
A shorthanded goal. But also a short-lived celebration. 
There’s more work to do to finish off the kill. 

“They’re just working extremely hard,” Reimer said of the 
penalty killers. “They’re digging in and blocking shots and 
pressuring guys. It takes an incredible commitment to play 
that way on the PK and our guys are, to a man, buying in 
and sacrificing.” 

Hurricanes at Chicago Blackhawks 

Tuesday, 8 p.m., United Center 

TV/radio: FS-CR, WCMC-FM 99.9 The Fan
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Bally Sports: A guide to the changes and gambling coming to regional sports TV 

By Bill Shea 

Love or loathe it, legal sports betting is here with a 
vengeance. 

There has been a flood of news about teams, leagues and 
sports wagering businesses announcing relationships. Last 
week, it was gambling company Bally’s and TV station giant 
Sinclair formally rolling out their deal to rebrand the Sinclair-
owned Fox Sports regional sports networks (RSNs) under 
the Bally’s name. 

To help make sense of the name change, the sports betting 
aspects, and what Sinclair ownership of the channels means, 
here’s what we know so far. 

An easy one: What’s happening? 

Under a naming rights deal, the Fox Sports regional 
channels become Bally Sports later this year. For example, 
Fox Sports Detroit will become Bally Sports Detroit for 
Tigers, Red Wings and Pistons fans who watch those 
channels through their local cable or digital providers. This 
was long expected because Sinclair bought the channels in 
2019. Bally’s sports wagering technology will be incorporated 
into the deal. 

How many major-league teams are on these channels? 

42 teams across MLB, NBA and NHL. The map below shows 
the teams, branding and channels. Some of the channels 
also show college sports, MLS, WNBA and other sports 
content. 

What does the Sinclair-Bally’s deal mean for games on my 
local Fox Sports station? 

In the next few months, the Fox Sports name and branding 
will be replaced with the name, logo and colors of Bally’s, a 
Rhode Island-based gambling company. There are no 
reported changes for on-air or other personnel. While details 
haven’t been disclosed, expect to see gambling-related 
content in and around live games, both broadcast and digital. 
And it’s not just Bally’s: Teams and leagues have regularly 
been announcing their own wagering tech, data and content 
relationships with sports betting companies. For example, 
the PointsBet virtual logo will be visible on-ice at Little 
Caesars Arena during Red Wings game broadcasts. 

Will Sinclair shutter any RSNs as part of the rebrand? 

Yes. This is how Sinclair explained it in a statement: “Fox 
Sports Carolinas and Fox Sports Tennessee will be sunset to 
streamline program offerings. All live games and original 
programming – namely Nashville Predators and Carolina 
Hurricanes content – that previously aired under those 
brands, will reside on Bally Sports South (previously Fox 
Sports South) and Bally Sports Southeast (previously Fox 
Sports Southeast), the two full-time networks that service the 
greater region.” 

Will any station’s geographical names change? 

Two. Prime Ticket (LA Clippers, Angels, and Kings, and 
Anaheim Ducks) becomes Bally Sports SoCal. SportsTime 
Ohio (Cleveland MLB team) becomes Bally Sports Great 
Lakes. 

Will all the RSNs get the Bally’s name? 

No. Sinclair co-owns the YES Network (Yankees, Nets, 
Liberty, NYCFC) and Marquee Sports Network (Cubs), and 
those stations will maintain their current names. It’s unclear if 
any Bally’s gaming content will be deployed across those two 
networks but some sort of betting stuff will be. 

Bally’s also owns the Tennis Channel and Stadium. Will they 
get Bally-fied? 

They will not change names, but Bally’s can integrate into 
content on those channels, along with Sinclair’s STIRR 
direct-to-consumer live/on-demand streaming app, and 
Sinclair’s almost 200 non-sports TV stations. What that might 
look like isn’t yet known. 

And the Fox Sports GO app? 

Sinclair CFO Lucy Rutishauser during an investment 
conference virtual Q&A last month outlined some details 
about the app plans. “We are in the process of developing a 
new world-class sports app that will replace the Fox Sports 
GO app. We are still on Fox’s app and we have to transition 
off of that. We expect to launch our app this spring,” she 
said. “The viewing experience will be significantly better. It’ll 
be enhanced, it’ll be personalized, interactive. It’ll have new 
features, new capabilities, more content around sports, 
sports betting, the super fan, sports news, as well as it will 
have free-to-play, rewards, community-based, gamification, 
stats. These will occur over time. They’re not all going to be 
available Day 1.” 

What is Sinclair? 

It began as a local radio station group in Maryland in the 
1950s. What today is formally Sinclair Broadcast Group Inc. 
was founded as Chesapeake Television Corp. in 1971 
(taking the Sinclair name in 1985) and is the country’s 
second-largest owner and operator of local TV stations. It’s 
traded on the NASDAQ under SBGI. It also owns the Ring of 
Honor wrestling promotion. Sinclair has been the subject of 
ongoing criticism for the conservative bent occasionally 
witnessed in its news programming and corporate-mandated 
on-air editorials. The sports channels and live games are 
largely devoid of political content, but how each handles 
coverage of social justice initiatives by leagues, teams and 
players appears to be channel by channel – if at all. 

Are there consumer issues with the Sinclair RSNs? 

Of course. Aside from the ancient complaints about play-by-
play or color commentators that occur with every network in 
history, the chief issue is that Sinclair hasn’t reached deals 
for its RSNs to be available on Hulu, Sling, FuboTV and 
YouTube TV. Talks remain ongoing. 
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Why is Sinclair getting into sports wagering? 

To grow the size of its audiences, to make more money, and 
to get into the burgeoning legal sports betting space that’s 
been legal for the past couple of years. “If you ask why 
sports betting is important to us, it’s for a couple reasons. 
Research shows that when people bet on an event, even if 
it’s free to play, they will watch those events. These events 
that we’re talking about are carried by our numerous sports 
assets, whether it’s on the broadcast side, whether it’s on the 
RSN side,” Rutishauser said. “The other thing we liked is that 
the Bally’s partnership didn’t preclude us from transacting 
with other sports betting companies.” 

Why Bally’s specifically? 

Sinclair said it had talks with a number of sports betting 
companies but ultimately went with Bally’s. “There were a lot 
of aspects to this deal that provided flexibility and upside for 
us. … Bally’s brings a recognized brand. They bring sports 
betting technology and market-access footprint. The 
partnership is really focused on creating unrivaled sports 
gamification content on a national scale,” Rutishauser said. 
“Our assets … would drive value for them and drive users to 
their platforms. Their tech stack integrations, database, 
marketing integrations would benefit our assets and drive 
viewership on our side.” 

Does the Bally’s deal mean I can bet on games I watch 
through my RSN? 

Eventually. Bally’s and Sinclair are working out the 
technology and how it will operate. You’ll have to check 
locally to see when it’s available for you. 

How much did Sinclair pay for the RSNs? 

Sinclair paid $9.8 billion in May 2018 for Fox Sports’ 22 
regional sports networks then owned by The Walt Disney Co. 
And because Disney already owned ESPN, federal antitrust 
regulators required the RSN sale as part of the approval for 
Disney’s $71.3 billion acquisition of 21st Century Fox’s 
entertainment assets that included the Fox RSNs. 

Are they worth that much? 

The value of the RSNs is derived primarily from their local 
market broadcast rights deals with major-league teams. 
While Sinclair’s portfolio of traditional TV stations has 
remained healthy, the pandemic was brutal on Sinclair’s 
RSN properties because so much live game content was 
lost. The company in November wrote down the RSN’s value 
by $4.23 billion – which suggests overpayment. The 
pandemic also exacerbated the ongoing trend of cord-cutting 
that has cut into broadcast industry profits. So, while a 
rename from the Fox Sports moniker was always going to 

happen, the need for new revenue from the naming rights 
deal was accelerated. 

How much is Bally’s paying Sinclair for the RSN rebrand? 

$85 million over 10 years with a five-year renewal if neither 
side opts to not renew, according to the New York Post. 
Bally’s or Sinclair must declare its intent not to renew 18 
months before the initial 10-year deal expires. Additionally, 
the deal allows Sinclair to buy up to almost 30 percent of 
Bally’s stock based on performance metrics. 

Who owns Bally’s? 

Bally’s Corp. was founded as Rhode Island-based BLB 
Investor in 2004 and then became Twin River Worldwide 
Holdings in 2011. As its casino and gaming portfolio grew, 
Twin River’s controlling investor, hedge fund investor Soo 
Kim of Standard General LC, bought the iconic Bally’s name 
for a reported $20 million last year from Caesars 
Entertainment. A rebrand of its properties followed. 

The Bally’s name sounds familiar … 

It started in the 1930s as Bally Manufacturing, a Chicago 
maker of pinball machines, and then also slot machines and 
arcade video games. There later were casinos and a chain of 
gyms. The name has been licensed and sold in a Byzantine 
web of business deals. Those are different companies, some 
defunct, but the names all trace to the pinball company. 

How did Bally’s get into online sports gambling? 

To get into the space, Bally’s bought Las Vegas-based 
wagering platform Bet.Works in November for $125 million in 
a split stock-cash deal. It’s part of a wider strategy to expand 
the company’s footprint nationally that includes the purchase 
(some pending) of 14 casinos in 10 states. Bally’s will use 
Bet.Works’ technology to create a branded sports gambling 
app much like the public has seen from FanDuel, DraftKings, 
PointsBet and others. Sinclair will use that technology. 
Expect to see others license the app tech, too. 

Will I be able to use Bally’s sports wagering app? 

Bettors will be able to use it where legal, said Adi 
Dhandhania, Bally’s Corp. vice president of strategy and 
corporate development, via email. 

Didn’t Bally’s buy a DFS company, too? 

Yes. In addition to its acquisition of the Bet.Works 
technology, Bally’s last month spent a reported $90 million in 
stock to buy San Jose, Calif.-based daily fantasy sports site 
Monkey Knife Fight, which has about 180,000 users and 
deals in place with several teams including the LA Chargers 
and Galaxy. The NFL’s players union has an ownership 
stake in Monkey Knife Fight, as well. Bally’s said it will 
incorporate the daily fantasy sports offering with its RSNs.
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Injury to Mrazek 'More Serious' Than Canes Had Hoped 

Mrazek's upper-body injury might require surgery 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes might be without Petr Mrazek for 
longer than they had initially anticipated. 

The Canes goaltender suffered an upper-body injury just 
2:47 into Saturday's game against Dallas when Max 
McCormick, racing back to defend a scoring opportunity, 
collided with Mrazek in the crease. 

Mrazek left the game clutching his right blocker-side hand 
and was ruled out of the balance of the contest. The outlook 
on his injury then was a little more optimistic than it was 
come Monday morning. 

"It looks like it's going to be a little longer than we had 
hoped," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said on Monday. "A 
little more serious damage there." 

In fact, after further evaluation, Mrazek's injury might require 
surgery. 

"It's looking like that's probably what's going to happen," 
Brind'Amour said. "It's a more serious injury than we had 
hoped." 

Prior to his injury, Mrazek was 2-1-0 on the season with a 
sparkling 0.99 goals-against average, a .955 save 
percentage and two shutouts. James Reimer has earned two 
straight wins since and sits at 3-0-0 on the year with a 1.99 
goals-against average and a .918 save percentage. Alex 
Nedeljkovic will probably see his first start of the season in 
net within the next week, while Antoine Bibeau will likely be 
recalled to the taxi squad as the team's third goaltender in 
the interim.

 

Depleted Canes Thrive in Tough Stretch 

Niederreiter: 'When you compete, anything is possible' 

By Michael Smith 

When the Carolina Hurricanes emerged from a weeklong 
quarantine, they were facing a stretch of three games in four 
nights against the two reigning Stanley Cup finalists. 

The Canes were able to practice as a team only twice before 
tossed back into their regular-season schedule, and they 
were missing a handful of NHL regulars. 

They were without one of the league's best defensemen. 
They were without an elite playmaking winger. They were 
without one of their leaders, the hype man who brings energy 
to the locker room and the bench. They were without a pest 
of a forechecker and reliable penalty killer. They were 
without a newcomer to the lineup that, in his first three 
games, had already acclimated himself pretty well. 

In total, the Canes were missing five players who combined 
for 1,763 games of NHL experience. 

In their place, five players entered the lineup who combined 
for 83 games of NHL experience - 71 of which belonged to 
one player alone. 

Here goes nothing, right? 

Though they lost two players, including Petr Mrazek, to injury 
and survived a couple of other close calls, the Canes 
collected six of a possible six points against the Tampa Bay 

Lightning and Dallas Stars to improve to 5-1-0 on the 
season. 

"We're very happy - not content - but very happy with the 
way we're playing. It's our identity that we've wanted to build 
here for the last few years, and it shows. We didn't change 
our game," Jordan Staal said. "The boys, all throughout the 
lineup, did a great job of playing our game, being relentless, 
being hard on pucks and just finding ways to win games." 

When defining the Canes' identity, look no further than the 
head coach. The team embodies the same approach he had 
in his 1,484-game NHL career, a game distinguished by hard 
work, a relentless attitude and a whatever-it-takes, 
championship mentality. 

The Canes, even down Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Jordan Martinook, Warren Foegele and Jesper Fast, played 
their successful brand of hockey that's suffocating at one end 
and persistent at the other. They made a new-look, more 
inexperienced lineup seem seamless in transition. 

"That is how it's supposed to look. It doesn't really matter 
who goes in," Rod Brind'Amour said after Thursday's 
overtime triumph over Tampa Bay. "Now, there are times 
when the talent has to take over, but I felt like tonight it 
looked right. The effort was certainly there." 

It began with a battle of goaltenders between Mrazek and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, who went save-for-save with dueling 
clean sheets through 60 minutes of regulation on Thursday 
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night. It was Mrazek who stayed perfect, making 32 saves on 
32 shots for his second shutout in three starts. Martin Necas 
netted the game-winning goal 72 seconds into overtime to 
secure the extra point for the Canes in a 1-0 overtime victory. 

"It was definitely a great goaltending performance from both 
guys," Brind'Amour said. "I was really, really impressed with 
the way we played. We came out hard, and for 60 minutes, 
we were good." 

The next-man-up philosophy was put to the test on Saturday 
when the Canes lost Mrazek to an upper-body injury not 
even three minutes into the game, an injury that is now 
perhaps "more serious" than it originally looked, according to 
the latest update. Later in the first period, Max McCormick 
suffered an upper-body injury, and an already depleted 
lineup was stretched even thinner. 

You wouldn't have known it, though, with the way the Canes 
swallowed up an anemic Stars attack. James Reimer 
entered the game cold, but he didn't even really have to get 
warm. Dallas managed zero five-on-five shots on goal in the 
final two periods and finished the game with just 11 total 
shots on goal. Vincent Trocheck led the way offensively with 
three points (2g, 1a), as the Canes handed the Stars their 
first loss of the season in a 4-1 final. 

"You need everybody. You've heard Roddy say that from the 
get-go," Staal said. "I thought our team battled really hard 
tonight. We had some big moments from key guys and found 
a way to grind one out." 

Less than 24 hours later in the rubber match, with yet 
another new face in the lineup, the Canes did it again. For 
the fifth time in six games, the power play got on the board, 
and on the flip side of special teams, the penalty kill was a 
perfect 5-for-5 and chipped in a shorthanded goal. Nino 
Niederreiter tied the game at three late in regulation, and 

Trocheck notched the deciding goal in the third round of the 
shootout. 

"The effort, that's what's been really special. Everyone is just 
digging in, to a man. That's propelled us these last couple of 
games," Brind'Amour said. "The guys have buckled down 
and are getting it done." 

While the lineup has been anything but consistent, the effort 
is the one aspect of the Canes' game that hasn't wavered. 
That in itself can make up for whatever else the team might 
be missing - even if it is a quarter of the typical roster. 

"In other sports the best players have more impact. 
Basketball, for example, a guy plays almost the whole game. 
In hockey, you need to rely on so many guys all the time, 
different players. The best players only play a third of the 
game, generally. You rely on all 20 guys in hockey," 
Brind'Amour mused on Monday. "As long as you have 
enough skill and talent - which we do - you can make do, as 
long as you bring the work ethic. I think you can kind of 
cancel it out a little bit. That puts a little more pressure on the 
talent you do have in there to produce, but if everyone brings 
their A-game and follows the system we're trying to play, we 
have a chance to win every night." 

Now six points richer on the other side of what looked to be a 
daunting three-games-in-four-nights stretch, the Canes are 
poised to reinsert to the lineup four of those five players they 
were missing as they hit the road for six straight, beginning 
with two games in Chicago. 

It's been a tumultuous first few weeks of the season, but the 
Canes not only survived - they thrived. 

"We knew we had to compete," Niederreiter said. "When you 
compete, anything is possible."

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Blackhawks 

Canes hit the road for six straight 

By Michael Smith 

CHICAGO - Winners of four in a row, the Carolina 
Hurricanes hit the road for a string of six straight, beginning 
with a two-game set in the Windy City against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (5-1-0, 10 points) at Chicago 
Blackhawks (3-4-3, 9 points) 

Tuesday, Feb. 2, 8 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Tracking the Storylines 

Back 2 Good 

The Canes are expected to get Warren Foegele, Jordan 
Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen back in the 

lineup after they each missed the last three games while on 
the COVID-19 Protocol list. 

While they were out, though, the Canes secured six of a 
possible six points against the 2020 Stanley Cup finalists. 
They did so through timely contributions from their skill 
players and a next-man-up attitude that permeated through 
the lineup. 

"In other sports the best players have more impact. 
Basketball, for example, a guy plays almost the whole game. 
In hockey, you need to rely on so many guys all the time, 
different players. The best players only play a third of the 
game, generally. You rely on all 20 guys in hockey," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "As long as you have enough 
skill and talent - which we do - you can make do, as long as 
you bring the work ethic. I think you can kind of cancel it out 
a little bit. That puts a little more pressure on the talent you 
do have in there to produce, but if everyone brings their A-
game and follows the system we're trying to play, we have a 
chance to win every night." 

Unwell 
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It isn't all good news on the player availability front for the 
Canes, who are now expected to be without goaltender Petr 
Mrazek for longer than initially thought. Mrazek left 
Saturday's game against Dallas early in the first period with 
an upper-body injury after a friendly fire collision in his 
crease. Further evaluation since might lead to surgery for the 
Canes' netminder. 

"It's looking like that's probably what's going to happen," 
Brind'Amour said. "It's a more serious injury than we had 
hoped." 

James Reimer, who is 15-2-2 with a 2.38 goals-against 
average, a .920 save percentage and three shutouts in his 
last 20 regular-season appearances with the Canes, and 
Alex Nedeljkovic will handle goaltending duties in the interim, 
while Antoine Bibeau will be recalled to the taxi squad to 
serve as the team's third netminder. 

Numbers to Know 

8-1-1: The Canes have won eight of their last 10 meetings 
against the Blackhawks (8-1-1) and swept the season series 
in the 2019-20 season (2-0-0). 

27: Brock McGinn celebrates his 27th birthday today. He's 
playing on his birthday for the third time in his NHL career. 

51: With an assist against Dallas on Sunday, Sebastian Aho 
recorded his 51st point (24g, 27a) in 50 career January 
games. 

The Opposition 

2019-20 record: 32-30-8, 72 points (.514 points %), 7th in 
Central Division 
CAR vs. CHI in 2019-20: 2-0-0 
2019-20 leading scorer: Patrick Kane, 84 points (33g, 51a) in 
70 games 
Key additions: Mattias Janmark (C), Lucas Wallmark (C), 
Nikita Zadorov (D) 
Key subtractions: Corey Crawford (G), Olli Maatta (D), 
Brandon Saad (LW) 

The Blackhawks are in the midst of a rebuild, as stated in a 
letter to their fans. Core veterans, like forwards Jonathan 
Toews and Patrick Kane and defensemen Duncan Keith and 
Brent Sebrook, will be leaned upon to groom their crop of 
young players. 

Chicago improved to 3-4-3 on the season with a 3-1 win over 
Columbus on Sunday. The Hawks are 3-1-0 at United Center 
this season. 

 

 

NHL Buzz: Thornton skating for Maple Leafs in recovery from rib fracture 

Orlov returning for Capitals; Letang out for Penguins 

Welcome to the NHL Buzz. Throughout the 2020-21 season, 
NHL.com will have you covered with the latest news. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

Joe Thornton skated Monday for the first time since he broke 
a rib against the Edmonton Oilers on Jan. 20. 

The Maple Leafs forward is expected to be out for one 
month. He has scored two points (one goal, one assist) in 
five games. 

Forward Nicholas Robertson also skated Monday, his first 
time on the ice since a knee injury sustained Jan. 16. He is 
expected to be out at least four weeks 

"The only update would be that they are making progress," 
Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. "Thornton and 
Robertson both skated today. That's a good sign but they are 
still on the same timeline, so nothing's changed there. But it 
is very positive to see them on the ice and moving, so that's 
good." -- Adam Kimelman 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

Dmitry Orlov will play for the Capitals against the Boston 
Bruins at Capital One Arena on Monday (7 p.m. ET; SN1, 
SNE, SNO, TVAS, NBCSWA, NESN, NHL.TV) after missing 
the past five games. 

The defenseman was cleared Saturday after being in 
quarantine for 10 days while on the list of players unavailable 
to play or practice in accordance with NHL COVID-19 
protocol. Orlov didn't play in the Capitals' 4-3 overtime win 
against the Bruins on Saturday to give him more time to 
regain his conditioning. 

"We had an extra defenseman available, so we decided to 
hold off with [Orlov]," Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said 
Monday. "We had conversations with him [Monday]. The 
pregame skate (Saturday) and then the practice (Sunday) 
and then a pregame skate (Monday), he's ready to go and so 
he'll come back into the lineup tonight. But every situation's 
different." 

Orlov is expected to play on the third defense pair with Nick 
Jensen. Jonas Siegenthaler will be scratched. 
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Laviolette said center Evgeny Kuznetsov and goalie Ilya 
Samsonov remain in quarantine in accordance with NHL 
COVID-19 protocol. -- Tom Gulitti 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Kris Letang will not be in the lineup when the Penguins play 
the New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden on 
Monday (7 p.m. ET; NBCSN, MSG+, ATTSN-PT). 

"He's continuing to be evaluated," Penguins coach Mike 
Sullivan said. 

Letang sustained a lower-body injury when he went into the 
corner to defend Rangers defenseman Adam Fox in the first 
period of the Penguins' 5-4 overtime win Saturday. He 
finished the shift but went to the dressing room after coming 
off the ice and did not return. 

Letang joins a long list of injured Penguins defensemen that 
includes Brian Dumoulin (lower body), Mike Matheson (upper 
body), Marcus Pettersson (upper body), Juuso Riikola (upper 
body) and Zach Trotman (knee). 

Letang, Dumoulin, Matheson and Pettersson were in the 
Penguins' top six when the season opened. John Marino and 
Cody Ceci are the remaining two healthy defensemen from 
their original top six. 

"It's been pretty crazy with the injuries but there's not much 
you can do about it," Marino said. "The most we can do is 
have that next guy up mentality and just keep plugging 
away." -- Dan Rosen  

MONTREAL CANADIENS 

Josh Anderson will play for the Canadiens against the 
Vancouver Canucks at Bell Centre on Monday (7 p.m. ET; 
TSN2, RDS, SNP, NHL.TV). 

The forward was sent home with flu-like symptoms after 
playing 6:06 of a 2-0 loss to the Calgary Flames on 
Saturday. 

"Everything's been good, he's been testing negative and he's 
been feeling great," Canadiens coach Claude Julien said. "I 
actually congratulate and respect the fact that our medical 
staff did the right thing. We have to be ready as a coaching 
staff, as an organization, and then even as players to 
understand that those things may happen, and we're going 
to be more cautious than we're going to be risky. At this 

stage that's what you got to be. He's clear, he's feeling great, 
he's ready to go, so that's great news for us." -- Jon Lane 

Minnesota Wild 

Marco Rossi said he's feeling good and confident he'll be 
able to resume training and eventually play after the Wild 
forward prospect returned home to Austria on Saturday to 
"rest with his family due to complications" from COVID-19. 

"Like many, I was originally shocked and very disappointed, 
yet at this time I am very optimistic that my health is and will 
be good to return to train/play," Rossi tweeted. "One thing I 
know is that I come back stronger than ever!!" 

There is no timetable for Rossi's return. The 19-year-old was 
captain of Austria at the 2021 IIHF World Junior 
Championship in Edmonton and went into quarantine with 
the intent to join Minnesota's training camp. It was 
announced Jan. 10 that Rossi would be out indefinitely with 
an upper-body injury. 

Selected No. 9 by the Wild in the 2020 NHL Draft, Rossi 
signed a three-year, entry-level contract Oct. 23. He scored 
120 points (39 goals, 81 assists) in 56 games for Ottawa in 
the Ontario Hockey League last season. 

Forward Marcus Foligno was placed in NHL COVID-19 
protocol Sunday. He has scored three points (one goal, two 
assists) in nine games. -- Jessi Pierce 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Petr Mrazek may need surgery after the Hurricanes goalie 
sustained an upper-body injury 2:47 into a 4-1 win against 
the Dallas Stars on Saturday. 

"I'm not 100 percent sure," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It's looking like that's probably what's 
going to happen, but I guess there's always second opinions. 
It's a more serious injury than we had hoped." 

Mrazek was injured during a collision with Hurricanes 
forward Max McCormick and left the game clutching his right 
hand. James Reimer made 10 saves in relief. 

"It looks like it's going to be a little longer than we had hoped, 
so a little more serious damage there," Brind'Amour said. 
"Still not sure what the process is going to be. We were 
hoping for it to be a little better. It's going to be longer. That's 
what it looks like."
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Chicago hosts Carolina after shootout win 

Carolina Hurricanes (5-1-0, third in the Central Division) vs. 
Chicago Blackhawks (3-4-3, sixth in the Central Division) 

Chicago; Tuesday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina visits the Chicago Blackhawks after 
the Hurricanes defeated Dallas 4-3 in a shootout. 

Chicago went 7-12-3 in division games and 16-14-4 at home 
during the 2019-20 season. The Blackhawks scored 33 
power play goals with a 15.2% success rate on power play 
opportunities last season. 

Carolina finished 38-25-5 overall and 8-12-1 in division play 
a season ago. Goalies for the Hurricanes allowed 2.7 goals 
on 29.2 shots per game last season. 

The teams face off Tuesday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Ryan Carpenter: out (health and 
safety protocols), Nicolas Beaudin: out (health and safety 
protocols). 

Hurricanes: Petr Mrazek: day to day (upper body), Jordan 
Staal: out (covid-19).

 

NHL Power Rankings: Vanecek helps drive Capitals’ impressive start 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we look at 
the the Canadiens holding their spot at the top, the Capitals 
putting together an impressive week, and whether or not we 
should buy the Panthers’ fast start. 

The big story this week is the Capitals, who despite playing 
various games without Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov, 
Ilya Samsonov, Dmitry Orlov, Lars Eller, and Tom Wilson (23 
man games lost between that group) have still managed to 
record at least a single point in each of their first nine games. 

The two most impressive developments are the fact that the 
power play has not really missed a beat without Ovechkin, 
and the fact that Vitek Vanecek has been sensational in net. 
Henrik Lundqvist not being able to play this season created a 
massive question mark in goal, but Vanececk has has been 
more than capable of being the solution so far. Despite 
having zero NHL experience when the season began, he has 
been put into a starting role and put together a 5-0-2 record 
with a .918 save percentage. 

We take a look at all of that and more in this week’s Power 
Rankings. 

Where does your team rank? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Montreal Canadiens. They finally lost a game in 
regulation, and even then they looked impressive. Just ran 
into a hot goalie that night. 

2. Washington Capitals. A wildly impressive start considering 
how many top players they were missing for an extended 
period of time. 

3. Colorado Avalanche. Injuries are mounting and their depth 
will be tested in the short term, but this is still one of the best 
teams in the league. 

4. Boston Bruins. They were already looking great this 
season and now they have David Pastrnak back in the 
lineup. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning. Solid even if unspectacular start, 
and with their next five games against Nashville and Detroit a 
chance to really stack up some W’s. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs. They are winning a lot of one-goal 
games while their big-four carry the offense. The question is 
what happens when those four stars at the top hit a slump? 

7. Carolina Hurricanes. They are 5-1 and closed out the 
week by winning three consecutive games against the two 
teams that were in the Stanley Cup Final. 
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8. Vegas Golden Knights. We will go a while without seeing 
them due to schedule changes, but when we do the goalie 
situation is going to be the story. Marc-Andre Fleury has had 
the better of the play this season. 

9. Dallas Stars. Denis Gurianov getting real ice-time this 
season is going to be fun to watch. All the guy does is score 
goals when they put him out there. 

10. St. Louis Blues. Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas are 
going to give them some exciting young talent at the top of 
an already good lineup. 

11. Florida Panthers. They are doing what they are 
supposed to do and beating the teams they should beat. 
They are 5-0-1, but their only six games have come against 
Chicago, Columbus, and Detroit. Not exactly an NHL 
murderer’s row here. And of those five wins three of them 
are in overtime or shootout. Their next four are against 
Nashville and Detroit, so there is a chance to bank even 
more points here. But let’s see what happens when the 
competition gets tougher. 

12. Philadelphia Flyers. They don’t usually look good, but 
they keep winning. Results over process right now. James 
van Riemsdyk is off to a great start. 

13. Winnipeg Jets. Nikolaj Ehlers is one of the most 
overlooked players in the league. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins. Defense injuries are mounting and 
they have barely held a lead all season, but the points keep 
coming. It is working for now, but the process has to get 
better. 

15. Vancouver Canucks. They needed to take advantage of 
those three games against Ottawa, and wow did they ever 
do that. Brock Boeser is unstoppable right now. 

16. Columbus Blue Jackets. No matter what chaos seems to 
be unfolding around them they always manage to stay in the 
hunt and be competitive. 

17.  Minnesota Wild. Players like Jordan Greenway and Joel 
Eriksson Ek having breakout years would be a significant 
development for the short-term and long-term outlook of this 
team. 

18. Edmonton Oilers. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
are on pace for over 100 points in a 56-game season, and 
the team still has a losing record and a negative goal 
differential. Ladies and gentlemen, the Edmonton Oilers. 

19. New Jersey Devils. Jack Hughes, Ty Smith, and Michael 
McLeod all making impacts. Great sign for the future. 

20. Los Angeles Kings. They have been surprisingly 
competitive this season. Not sure it is enough to make the 
playoffs, but they are not a cakewalk right now. 

21. Buffalo Sabres. They are only 2-4-1 in games not 
decided by a shootout, and the schedule is going to get 
really tough here over the next couple of weeks. 

22. Nashville Predators. I don’t think they are playing 
horribly, but the results are just not there right now and the 
offense has been a struggle. 

23. Calgary Flames. The best sign for them so far this 
season is that Jacob Markstrom has been exactly what they 
wanted. 

24. New York Islanders. Things have unraveled a bit here 
over the past week with an 0-3-2 skid that resembles the way 
they finished the 2019-20 regular season (before getting 
white hot in the bubble). 

25. San Jose Sharks. It is starting to look like the 2019-20 
season was not a fluke, and simply a sign of where this team 
is headed. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks. Kevin Lankinen has been a very 
pleasant surprise so far this season in goal. 

27. Arizona Coyotes. They have allowed only six goals in 
their past four games. They have won only two of those 
games. This was always going to be the concern here. They 
can keep the puck out of their own net. But there is not 
enough offense. 

28. Anaheim Ducks. John Gibson can only do so much on 
his own. 

29. New York Rangers. They can not hold leads, they can 
not defend, and they have a Tony DeAngelo problem. 

30. Detroit Red Wings. The best hope here is still young 
players developing and veterans playing well enough to be 
traded. 

31. Ottawa Senators. The defensive play and goaltending on 
this team is barely NHL caliber right now. They have a sub-
.850 save percentage through nine games. Terrible.
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About Last Night: Carolina’s penalty kill and depth topples Stars 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Dallas Stars 4-3 in the 
shootout, Sunday evening at PNC Arena. The game 
exhibited the team’s tenacity and grit, but also highlighted 
some areas that still need polishing. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Dallas Stars for the 
second night in a row, 4-3 in the shootout Sunday night at 
PNC Arena. The game showcased a Carolina team still 
decimated by absences — seven in total — but that is still 
giving top teams reason to worry. 

Taking a look at the game, the Hurricanes did a lot of things 
right. The penalty kill was outstanding, depth scoring chipped 
in and the team is all around playing like a cohesive unit 
despite the absences. However, not everything was peachy 
for the Canes. 

Here are four thoughts from the game last night. 

Penalty Obliterating 

The Carolina Hurricanes are missing their best defensive 
defensemen, and four penalty killing regulars. In the three 
games without them, they have killed off 13 out of the 14 
penalties they’ve taken and are arguably at a net 0 overall 
due to Brock McGinn’s shorthanded goal last night. 

The hard work of the Hurricanes’ penalty killers has boosted 
them up to second overall in the NHL with a 91.3% success 
rate. 

The Hurricanes thwarted all five of Dallas’ attempts last 
night, including a full 4-on-3 in overtime. Carolina allowed 
only seven power play shots to the Stars, but did not 
concede a single goal.  

The expected names got big minutes: Brett Pesce, Brady 
Skjei — who each killed over seven and a half minutes of the 
10 total minutes of shorthanded ice time — as well as Jordan 
Staal and McGinn.  

But there also has been the full effort by newer faces on the 
kill like Martin Necas, whose speed can trouble the usual 
lone defenders, and Steven Lorentz, whose tenacity and 
effort exhibit the key skill set for Brind’Amour’s penalty killers. 

If Carolina can get these results without key players against 
some of the leagues’ top power plays, then when those 
players return, the dominance of the Canes’ kill may grow 
further. 

Spreading the Wealth 

The Hurricanes can’t just rely on their top guns to win them 
games, they need their depth to chip in too.  

With goals from Jordan Staal on the power play, Brock 
McGinn shorthanded and Nino Niederreiter’s late game-tying 

goal, that’s three goals outside of the expected superstars. 
These players won’t score every night, but every game they 
do is a huge boost to the team. 

It’s also a promising sign to see three goals scored at three 
different scenarios.  

The Hurricanes’ defense was also pounding on the door 
early as well as they are all looking to be the first member of 
the D corps to pot one this season. Dougie Hamilton was 
blasting rockets from the point — one of which resulted in 
Staal’s goal — and Haydn Fleury was inches away from 
scoring, twice. One he rang off the corner of the goal post 
and the other he nearly billiards in as overtime expired. 

Jake Gardiner has also been very active, lacing a lot of 
seeing eye-shots from the point that have all been narrowly 
missing the net or deflections in front.  

Very soon, we should be seeing a floodgate open in terms of 
defensive scoring. 

Stepping Off the Gas 

The first period of the game looked like the last three periods 
the Hurricanes played. The Hurricanes were outshooting the 
Stars 12-3, and were up 1-0 where it counted. The 
suppression was on and it seemed like another easy two 
points. 

But that wasn’t the case. After whiffing on a few chances to 
increase the lead, the Hurricanes allowed Dallas to tie things 
up after a rebound chance couldn’t be cleaned up and Jamie 
Oleksiak swept it home. 

The Canes retook the lead off of McGinn’s shorty, but again 
failed to keep the ball rolling. Then a sequence of lazy 
breakdowns nearly sunk the game for Carolina. The 
Hurricanes forfeited the lead again off of a Sebastian Aho 
turnover and Jake Bean miscue that led to a Stars 3-on-2 
and an unmarked Andrew Cogliano ripped home a clean 
look on James Reimer.  

And not soon after, Jamie Benn flew into the zone as no 
Carolina forward came back to help the defense and his 
wraparound attempt took an unfortunate bounce off of 
Reimer who had made the initial save on the post. 

Carolina got their wake-up call after that and luckily had 
enough time to sneak in the tie and enough energy and effort 
to come away with the win. 

Not every game will be perfect, but taking those breaths and 
making lazy mistakes in a game they haven’t taken full 
advantage of their opportunities in can be costly. 

Responding to Adversity 
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The first Dallas series had been anything but pleasant for the 
Hurricanes with the losing not only its starting goaltender, but 
also Max McCormick in game one and fearing that they may 
have lost their captain after a blindside hit laid by Jamie 
Benn last night.  

Even more deflating, Benn gets a primary assist on a goal 
moments after he comes out of the box for that hit.  

But the Hurricanes are a resilient bunch. They respond well 
to adversity. They are missing five players due to COVID-19 
protocol, yet they’ve beaten both of last year’s Stanley Cup 
finalists with 25% of the roster being filled out by AHL 
players. 

In a game in which they were dominating, they gave up the 
lead late in the game off of two bad defensive breakdowns, 
but they kept fighting and managed to force overtime.  

In overtime, they were whistled for a questionable call, but 
dug in and killed it off, nearly scoring off a rush the other way 
as it expired.  

The team has proven that they aren’t the Hurricanes of old 
and while we may think we see shades of the past in the 
present, the evidence is more than enough to convince one 
otherwise.

 

Breaking down Hurricanes’ goalie options with Mrazek out  

Petr Mrazek will be out longer than the Hurricanes initially 
hoped. What are the team’s options in net for the time being?  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Monday morning was a “good news, bad news” situation for 
the Hurricanes. The good news is that the team will likely be 
getting some reinforcements for Tuesday night’s game in 
Chicago, with Rod Brind’Amour saying the team hopes 
forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren 
Foegele, who were all removed from the COVID protocol list 
last week, will be cleared to play. With Sheldon Rempal, 
Drew Shore and Joey Keane being sent down to the AHL, 
this seems likely.  

The bad news is, following further evaluation Monday, the 
upper-body injury starting goalie Petr Mrazek suffered in 
Saturday’s game against the Dallas Stars is more serious 
than the team thought.  

“It looks like it’s going to be a little longer than we had 
hoped,” Brind’Amour said. “So a little more serious damage 
there. Still not sure what the process is going to be. But I 
guess we were hoping for it to be a little better and it looks 
like it’s going to be a little longer.” 

Brind’Amour also said it’s likely Mrazek will need surgery.  

The news could obviously not come at a worse time for 
Mrazek and the Hurricanes. Despite missing the 
aforementioned players (and more) due to COVID issues, 
the Canes are off to a 5-1-0 start to the season, and Mrazek 
has played a major role in that.  

He’s played some of his best hockey as a Hurricane, with a 
2-1-0 record, two shutouts and league-leading .955 save 
percentage and goals-against average, both of which lead 
the league.  

Now, in a condensed schedule in which having two reliable 
goalies is more important than ever, the Canes’ No. 1 will be 
going on the shelf for an as-yet undetermined length of time. 
So the question becomes, what now? 

The answer is a little complicated, but it obviously starts with 
James Reimer. He’s played well in two starts and a relief 
appearance, with a 3-0-0 record, .918 save percentage and 
1.99 goals-against average.  

Reimer has been a calm, steady force in net since joining the 
Canes last year, and his performance over a season and 
change should leave Carolina confident in him being able to 
step up and assume the No. 1 role. 

There’s more to it than that, however. With the 
aforementioned condensed schedule, it can’t just be Reimer. 
The Hurricanes face three sets of back-to-backs this month 
alone. It’s not feasible, or probably even safe, to ask Reimer 
to start every game.  

So, the Canes will need another goalie they can count on 
until Mrazek gets back. Enter Alex Nedlejkovic. Barring a 
trade, the Canes will likely turn to “Ned” to fill their second 
goalie spot, as he’s already been the No. 3 goalie on the 
active roster/taxi squad this year.  

Brind’Amour has spoken multiple times about the need for a 
next-man-up mentality in this uncertain season, and that 
certainly applies to Nedeljkovic here. Since the team picked 
him in the second round of the 2014 NHL Entry Draft, he’s 
played well at the lower levels, including being named the 
AHL’s goaltender of the year in the 2018-19 season and 
backstopping the Charlotte Checkers to the Calder Cup 
Championship that year.  

Despite that, Nedeljkovic hasn’t gotten much of a chance to 
show his abilities at the NHL level, with five career starts. 
With Nedeljkovic on a one-way contract that expires after this 
season, the team needs to see what it has in him and 
determine if he’s part of their future plans. This is a chance to 
give him a fair shot to show his abilities and evaluate him.  

You never want to talk about the “upside” for anyone with a 
serious injury, but they’re a part of life in professional sports, 
and usually mean an opportunity for someone else. In this 
case, that’s Nedeljkovic. 

However, it’s still a little bit more complicated than that. Due 
to COVID concerns, the NHL will not have emergency 
backups in arenas this year. There is no possibility of a 
David Ayres sequel during the 2021 season. So, each team 
is required to travel with three goalies at all times; the third 
goalie can be on the active roster or taxi squad.  

The Canes would seem likely to call up Antoine Bibeau, who 
they signed to a one-year, two-way contract this summer. 
Bibeau has made three career AHL starts. That would 
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obviously remove a goalie from the Wolves, but Chicago 
would still have Jeremy Helvig, and with the Hurricanes 
sharing their affiliate with the Nashville Predators this year, 
it’s possible a player from that organization could serve as 
the Wolves’ other goalie.  

There’s also always the possibility of a trade for a goalie (the 
Hurricanes were linked to Darcy Kuemper over the 

offseason), but at least for now, the Canes seem likely to roll 
with Reimer and Nedeljkovic at the NHL level. 

There’s no doubt that Mrazek’s injury, and the fact that he’s 
going to miss time, is a big blow to the Hurricanes, but the 
team has options to fill the void in the meantime. How well 
those options stack up will play a major role in determining 
the ultimate outcome of the Hurricanes’ 2021 season.

  

Carolina Hurricanes at Chicago Blackhawks: Game Preview 

Coming off a fantastic homestand, the Hurricanes will hit the 
road for six games starting Tuesday night in Chicago. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

Carolina Hurricanes (5-1-0) at Chicago Blackhawks (3-4-3) 

2021 Regular Season Game 7 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 - 8:00 p.m. ET 
United Center — Chicago, Illinois 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Second City Hockey 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

Coming off a phenomenal homestand that featured six points 
in three games against the two teams that played for the 
Stanley Cup last season, the Hurricanes will kick off a six-
game road trip Tuesday night in the first of two games 
against the Chicago Blackhawks.  

Chicago is coming off a win over Columbus, and the 
Blackhawks sit at 3-4-3 on the young season. The Canes 
have played the last three games without Jordan Martinook, 
Warren Foegele, Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin and 
Jesper Fast due to COVID restrictions, but Rod Brind’Amour 
said Monday that he hopes to have Foegele, Martinook and 
Teravainen back for Tuesday night’s game.  

The other loss for Carolina is in the crease, as goaltender 
Petr Mrazek is likely to miss quite a bit of time following an 
injury suffered Thursday night. With Mrazek out, it is James 
Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic that make up the Hurricanes’ 
goalie room.  

Vital Statistics 

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

Record 5-1-0 3-4-3 

Goals/Game 2.83 2.60 

Goals Against/Game 1.67 3.00 

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

Shots/Game 33.17 30.70 

Face Off Win % 49.9% 48.6% 

Power Play % (Rank) 26.9% (11th) 33.3% (6th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 91.3% (2nd) 78.4% (17th) 

ES Corsi For % 56.25% 49.36% 

ES PDO 97.28 98.57 

PIM/Game 08:30 07:36 

Goaltender #1 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Kevin Lankinen 

Record 3-0-0 3-1-2 

Save % .918 .937 

GAA 1.99 1.97 

Goaltender 1  

Goaltender #2 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Malcolm Subban 

Record 0-0-0 0-1-1 

Save % N/A .889 

GAA N/A 3.95 

Goaltender 2  
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Game Notes 

 This is the 80th game between the two franchises, 
with Carolina holding a 36-33-7-3 edge. Since 
relocation, the Hurricanes hold a 18-7-1-3 
advantage over the Blackhawks. 

 The Hurricanes have been very good as of late 
against the Blackhawks, with an 8-1-1 record in 
their last 10 games against Chicago.  

 The Hurricanes have allowed just 10 goals through 
six games, tied for the fewest in franchise history. 

 Ryan Dzingel will be taking the ice Tuesday against 
the NHL team from his home state of Illinois. He is 
the active NHL leader in goals by Illinois-born 
players.  

 When the Blackhawks have a man advantage, it will 
be a battle of strengths so far. Chicago has the fifth-
best power-play percentage (33.3%) in the NHL this 
season, while the Canes’ penalty kill (91.3%) is 
second to only the Colorado Avalanche.

 

The Wolves’ 27th season begins! 

Welcome to Wolves Insider: the report presented by Power 
Crunch that gives you a taste of all Chicago Wolves 
developments as the organization enters its 27th season. 

THE WOLVES’ 27TH SEASON BEGINS 

Thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic and the safety protocols 
created to combat it, the Chicago Wolves and their fans have 
waited four long, extra months for hockey to return. 

The Wolves finally get to play their regular-season opener at 
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5, when they host the Grand Rapids 
Griffins. It’s normal for the Wolves and Griffins to face off in 
an opener: This marks the third time in the last five years 
they’ve met to start the season. But so much else will be 
different when the Wolves take the ice. 

New head coach Ryan Warsofsky leads a team that will play 
its home games at Triphahn Center in Hoffman Estates, 
which has served as the Wolves’ first-class training facility 
since 2005. But this season — due to the fact Illinois 
Department of Public Health guidelines prohibit fans from 
attending games — marks the first time in franchise history 
the Wolves have played regular-season home games 
anywhere other than Allstate Arena. 

Warsofsky and assistants Patrick Dwyer and Bob Nardella 
have been working overtime to blend the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ prospects with the Nashville Predators’ 
prospects. The Wolves planned to be partners solely with 
Carolina — the teams signed a three-year deal in September 
— but the Wolves added a one-year affiliation with Nashville 
in January once the AHL’s Milwaukee Admirals weren’t able 
to play this season. 

If Chicago’s lone exhibition game is any indication, the 
Wolves are going to flourish while mixing two prospect 
groups together. The Wolves reeled off six straight goals to 
knock off the Rockford IceHogs 6-1 Jan. 27 at Triphahn 
Center. Carolina’s prospects accounted for four goals while 
Nashville’s notched two. 

HOW TO WATCH THE WOLVES THIS SEASON 

All Wolves games during the 2021 season will be available 
exclusively on AHLTV. The league offers a wide variety of 
economical subscription packages — ranging from one-day 
to all-access for the whole season — but the price is just 
$34.99 to see all 30 Wolves games. Moreover, all games can 
be viewed on your schedule and can be revisited all season 
long. Visit AHLTV.com to sign up. 

Wolves Season Ticket Members can get a much better deal 
by contacting their ticket representative or sending an email 
to wolvestix@chicagowolves.com. 

GET YOUR PERSONALIZED WOLVES FAN CUTOUT! 

Fans can’t attend Wolves home games this season, but that 
doesn’t mean their smiling faces can’t be inside Triphahn 
Center for every game! How do fans get inside the building? 
By joining the Chicago Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by 
Hefty, with a purchase of their own personalized cutout for 
just $50. 

Each cutout will “attend” every home game. Then, at the end 
of the season, each cutout will be autographed and sent to 
you as a permanent souvenir of the 2020-21 season. To 
learn how to purchase a cutout and submit your picture, click 
here. 
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THE FIRST PROJECT THRIVE ZOOM SESSION IS 
THURSDAY 

The Wolves have joined forces with #SameHere Global 
Mental Health Movement founder Eric Kussin to change the 
conversation about mental health. Project Thrive features 
Zoom sessions created to help people interested in 
improving their mental health and well-being. To sign up for 
the first Zoom session at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4, visit 
here. 

Starting Feb. 4, the Wolves will host one-hour Zoom 
sessions every other Thursday night. Each session will be 
led by a national expert in integrative health, which is a 360-
degree, patient-focused approach to health care and 
wellness. The topics include Sleep 101, Benefits of 
Connecting with Nature, Stress and Diet, and The Power of 
Being Active. You can also sign up by contacting Wolves 
Group Event Specialist Leslie Metcalf at 
lmetcalf@chicagowolves.com. 

TOP LINE 

SETH JARVIS 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ first-round pick in the 2020 NHL 
Entry Draft celebrates his 19th birthday today. Jarvis 
ordinarily would be playing with the WHL’s Portland 
Winterhawks now, but COVID-19 has the WHL on pause and 
that allows Jarvis to accelerate his development with the 
Wolves. He played in Wednesday’s exhibition and launched 
three shots. 

DOMINIK BOKK 

The St. Louis Blues’ first-round pick in the 2018 NHL Entry 
Draft celebrates his 21st birthday Wednesday. He was 
traded to Carolina a year ago, which explains why the 
Schweinfurt, Germany, native will play with the Wolves this 
year. Bokk repped Germany in the recent World Junior 
Championships and produced a team-high six goals in seven 
games.  

SEAN MALONE 

This fourth-year pro from Buffalo is among the 13 players 
who have been loaned to the Wolves by the Nashville 
Predators as part of this season’s one-year affiliation. 
Malone, who spent the last three seasons with Rochester 
(AHL), led the Wolves with three points during Wednesday’s 
exhibition — including the game-winning goal. 

 REWIND (1-0-0-0) 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27: (at) CHICAGO 6, ROCKFORD 1 

 Rookie forward David Cotton scored two goals as 
part of a four-goal explosion in the third period as 
the Wolves won their lone preseason contest at 
Triphahn Center. 

 Forwards Lukas Craggs and Jason Cotton also 
scored in the third while rookie Jamieson Rees 
opened the scoring in the second and forward Sean 
Malone (SHG) posted the game-winning goal. 

 Goaltender Antoine Bibeau earned the win with 16 
saves on 17 shots in the first two periods; Jeremy 
Helvig stopped all eight shots he saw in the third. 

UPCOMING GAMES 

Friday, Feb. 
5 

vs. Grand 
Rapids 

7 p.m. Triphahn Center AHLTV  

Thursday, 
Feb. 11 

vs. Grand 
Rapids 

2 p.m. Triphahn Center AHLTV  

Saturday, 
Feb. 20 

vs. Iowa 7 p.m. Triphahn Center AHLTV  

Sunday, 
Feb. 21 

vs. Iowa 3 p.m. Triphahn Center AHLTV  

Friday, Feb. 
26 

at Grand 
Rapids 

6 p.m. Van Andel Arena AHLTV  

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248918259.html 
https://theathletic.com/2360091/2021/02/02/ballys-sports-guide-changes-gambling-coming-regional-sports-tv/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/petr-mrazek-injury-more-serious-than-canes-had-hopes/c-320963726 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/depleted-canes-thrive-in-tough-stretch/c-320968848 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks/c-320989148 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-february-1/c-320966654 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nicolas-beaudin-nhl-chicago-jordan-staal-b17bcaf4da18457c89cf034dc43bdb33 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/02/01/nhl-power-rankings-vanecek-helps-drive-washington-capitals-impressive-start/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/1/22260367/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-penalty-kill-and-depth-topples-dallas-stars 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/1/22260607/carolina-hurricanes-petr-mrazek-alex-nedeljkovic-james-reimer-antoine-bibeau-rod-brindamour 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/2/22261695/carolina-hurricanes-at-chicago-blackhawks-game-preview 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/02/01/wolves-insider-let-the-wolves-27th-season-begin/ 
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In the face of unexpected adversity, Hurricanes have weathered the 
storm 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK FEBRUARY 01, 2021 01:08 PM 

 

The more players the Carolina Hurricanes lose, the better they seem to 
play. Now that some of the missing bodies are starting to filter back into 
the lineup, they have to make sure it isn’t subtraction by addition. Given 
the quality of the players who have been held out, that shouldn’t be an 
issue. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday that he’s hoping to 
have Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele back 
Tuesday at the Chicago Blackhawks. That would still leave them without 
Jaccob Slavin and Jesper Fast, and goalie Petr Mrazek is expected to 
miss an extended period with what is believed to be a right hand injury 
and may need surgery. 

But the way the Hurricanes have played without them and managed the 
interruption of a week’s COVID quarantine just when they were getting 
started is nothing short of remarkable, as impressive as it is improbable. 
With only two practices to prepare and without some of their best players, 
the Hurricanes have won three straight since the pause, against the 
defending Stanley Cup champions and the team they beat in the finals — 
and in different fashion each time. 

The first game back against the Tampa Bay Lightning was an up-and-
down goaltending duel, the first against the Dallas Stars an offensive 
explosion and the second against the Stars a late comeback. The 
Hurricanes matched the Lightning’s skill and paid the Stars’ physical 
price — a rough-and-tumble opponent that sent Max McCormick, Jordan 
Staal and Jake Bean to the locker room with heavy hits. (Mrazek’s injury 
was friendly fire, McCormick crashing into his crease and colliding with 
the goalie.) Fortunately for the Hurricanes, Staal and Bean were able to 
return. Mrazek and McCormick were not so lucky. 

Still, none of the COVID issues, the injuries or the opponents have been 
able to slow the Hurricanes down. If it weren’t for those dropped points in 
Detroit in that second game, they’d be off to the best start in franchise 
history. Even so, for the third straight year under Brind’Amour, they’re in 
that conversation. 

At 5-1-0, their 10 points are tied with last season for the best mark 
through six games. A year ago, the Hurricanes opened 5-0-0 and won six 
of their first seven. Two years ago, in Brind’Amour’s bow, they started 4-
0-1. Unlike some of his predecessors, Brind’Amour has been able to get 
the Hurricanes rolling — this year, perhaps with more difficulty than ever. 

The Hurricanes have a chance to eclipse last year’s mark with a sweep 
of Chicago this week, and after that, it’s mostly 2005-06 through 82 
games. They’ll only have the opportunity to threaten that team’s records 
through 56 games this season, even if all goes swimmingly. 

Through six games, though, they’re on track despite any number of 
obstacles that could have thrown them off of it. The goaltending has been 

superb, the special teams clinical, the defense has weathered Slavin’s 
absence and the secondary players whose contributions may determine 
whether this team achieves its considerable potential — players like Nino 
Niederreiter, Ryan Dzingel and perhaps most of all Vincent Trocheck — 
have chipped in at the most opportune moments. 

Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov will always get the headlines, but 
it’s those other guys who will determine how far this team can go. And 
amid this early adversity, they have delivered. 

“In hockey, you need to rely on so many guys so much of the time,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Your best players only play a third of the game. You 
rely on all 20 guys in hockey. When we get a couple injuries here and 
there, as long as you have enough skill and talent — which we do — you 
can make do as long as you bring the worth ethic. It cancels it out a little 
bit.” 

Now, as the recently absent filter back onto the ice, the Hurricanes 
appear to have weathered the storm, Mrazek’s prognosis aside. It would 
be difficult for their record to be any better. At the same time, it’s hard to 
imagine the circumstances being much worse. 
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Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek’s injury will keep him out longer than 
expected 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday that goalie 
Petr Mrazek, injured Saturday during a game against the Dallas Stars, 
could be out longer than expected and might need surgery. 

“It’s going to be a little longer than we hoped,” Brind’Amour said on a 
media call. “A little more serious damage.” 

Asked about surgery, Brind’Amour said, “It looks like that’s probably 
going to happen. It’s a more serious injury than we had hoped.” 

Mrazek, after four starts, led the NHL in goals-against average (0.99) and 
save percentage (.955). He was coming off his second shutout of the 
season after a 32-save effort in the 1-0 overtime win over Tampa Bay, 
the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, on Thursday. 

Mrazek had not faced a shot Saturday when he collided with teammate 
Max McCormick, who was skating back quickly to help defend the net 
and could not stop his momentum. 

Mrazek immediately grabbed his right hand and doubled over in pain as 
trainer Doug Bennett, who had a busy night, rushed out on the ice. 
Mrazek was taken to the locker room for treatment as James Reimer 
took over in net. 

Reimer faced just 11 shots as the Canes stifled the Stars. He played 
again Sunday in a 4-3 shootout win. Alex Nedeljkovic served as backup 
goalie after Mrazek went out. 
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McCormick, who had been called up from the taxi squad, injured a 
shoulder later in the first period Saturday and the winger did not return to 
the game. 

Brind’Amour said some of the players who have been on the NHL 
COVID-19 protocol list — Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Matrtinook and 
Warren Foegele — could be cleared medically to return for Tuesday’s 
game at Chicago. 

The Canes on Monday reassigned defenseman Joey Keane and 
forwards Sheldon Rempal and Drew Shore to the Chicago Wolves of the 
AHL. 
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The stat that’s carrying the Carolina Hurricanes to their near-perfect start 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 01, 2021 11:14 AM,  

 

For penalty killers, a four-on-three power play is as much a matter of 
survival as execution. 

And in overtime, a matter of winning or losing. 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie James Reimer likened it to an “all-out battle” 
Sunday and talked about the sacrifices made by those on the ice. As an 
old life coach named Darwin once said, it can be survival of the fittest in a 
desperate situation when every second feels like five and two minutes 
can feel like 20. 

The Canes topped the Dallas Stars 4-3 in a shootout Sunday as Reimer 
stopped two of three shooters — captain Jamie Benn being the last — 
and Dougie Hamilton and Vincent Trocheck scored for Carolina, with 
Trocheck credited with the winner. 

But that came following an overtime in which defensemen Brady Skjei 
and Brett Pesce had a shift that lasted the full two minutes in a 
successful 3-on-4 penalty kill after Hamilton was called for holding at 
2:13 of the extra period. 

“They’ve got some iron lungs, those two,” said center Jordan Staal, who 
also logged time on that kill. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour did use a timeout during the kill to “give 
them a breather.” 

“But they probably didn’t need it,” he added. “That was so huge, that kill.” 

Through the first six games of Carolina’s 5-1-0 start, the Canes have 
killed 21 of 23 penalties and rank second — a shade behind Vancouver 
— in the NHL at 91.3%. The Canes killed all five penalties Sunday 
against a Stars team that came into the back-to-back set having the 
league’s best power play. 

“Forcing them to make a really good play to get a really good chance fits 
into our style,” Staal said. “Our identity is to pressure, pressure.” 

Some players take pride in being on the penalty kill. Skjei, Pesce, Staal, 
Trocheck, Jaccob Slavin, Brock McGinn ... they’re willing to get their 
hands dirty on the PK. 

For others, it means more ice time. Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen have been used a lot in penalty killing, reacting quickly and 
getting sticks on pucks while being a shorthanded offensive threat. Martin 
Necas has done the same the past few games while the Canes wait out 
players returning from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list. 

Slavin, Teravainen, Warren Foegele, Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast 
have all been on the NHL COVID list and all are penalty killers. But 

Necas has jumped in — “It’s another feather in his cap,” Brind’Amour 
said — as has rookie forward Steven Lorentz, who has played his first 
three NHL games after coming up from the taxi squad. 

SPECIAL TEAMS DECIDING GAMES 

Special teams are deciding many games while NHL teams, after 
shortened training camps, grapple to smooth out their five-on-five play. 
The Canes scored three times on the power play Saturday in a 4-1 win 
over the Stars and Staal had an early power-play goal Sunday. 

McGinn gave the Canes their first “shortie” of the season in the second 
period Sunday, a product of teamwork on the kill. Skjei poked the puck 
away from Benn as the Stars attempted a zone entry. Staal lifted John 
Klingberg’s stick in the neutral zone and swiped the puck, then made a 
quick pass to McGinn skating up the left wing into the zone. 

McGinn did the rest, blistering a 5-hole shot through goalie Anton 
Khudobin. For penalty killers, it’s the ultimate moment: A shorthanded 
goal. But also a short-lived celebration. There’s more work to do to finish 
off the kill. 

“They’re just working extremely hard,” Reimer said of the penalty killers. 
“They’re digging in and blocking shots and pressuring guys. It takes an 
incredible commitment to play that way on the PK and our guys are, to a 
man, buying in and sacrificing.” 

HURRICANES AT CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS 

Tuesday, 8 p.m., United Center 

TV/radio: FS-CR, WCMC-FM 99.9 The Fan 
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NHL’s 2-game series allow Blackhawks — and their opponents — to 
adjust between games 

Facing the same opponent in consecutive games allows for more game-
planning and tactical changes than a normal schedule. 

 

By Ben Pope 

 

The Blackhawks get very used to their opponents, like the Blue Jackets 
this weekend, after two consecutive games. Getty 

The NHL formatted its 2021 schedule largely in two-game series to 
simplify logistics, save costs and limit COVID-19 exposure. 

The league didn’t intend to change the way teams approach their 
matchups against each other. 

But while the NHL’s actual aims have largely been met — “It’s been 
easier travel, that’s for sure,” Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith said 
enthusiastically Monday — the latter situation also has cropped up. 

“There’s always little adjustments you make from game to game to try to 
give yourself more of a chance to have success,” coach Jeremy Colliton 
said. “I like it a lot.” 

Coronavirus-related postponements and the North Division’s odd number 
of teams have resulted in mostly two-game series. 

For the Hawks, it has been all two-game series. Their 10 games have 
been against only five opponents, and their next two — Tuesday and 
Thursday against the Hurricanes — will follow the same pattern. 

And in the second game of every series, the lessons learned by both 
teams from the first — and the adjustments made — have been 
apparent. 
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On Sunday, the Blue Jackets, for example, dialed up the intensity of their 
forecheck, hoping to take away space from Hawks defensemen retrieving 
dump-ins. In turn, Colliton modified his own game plan at the first 
intermission. 

“[Columbus] seemed to have more energy tonight; they came a lot harder 
on the forecheck,” Colliton said Sunday. “The puck was really bouncing 
in the first period, so that’s something we talked about. We had to have 
closer support because a lot of times our puck-carrier didn’t have time to 
get his head up because there’s someone coming and the puck’s 
bouncing. 

“We did a good job of being in closer support [and getting] better 
pressure on the puck early on [the Jackets’] way up the ice, to force them 
to get rid of it so we did have a little more time to make a play.” 

In the previous series, the Predators noticed the Hawks frequently exiting 
their defensive zone along the boards in the first game and adjusted to 
take away those easy chip-outs and pass-outs in the second game. 

The new tactic forced the Hawks to look toward the middle when 
crossing their defensive blue line, and that caused turnovers. 

And in the series before that, the Red Wings reacted to the Hawks’ two 
power-play goals in the first game by making their penalty kill more 
aggressive in the second game, pressuring the puck far higher up the 
ice. 

The Hawks, meanwhile, saw the Wings’ spacious neutral-zone gaps in 
the first game, which left them open to longer blue line-to-blue line stretch 
passes, and they capitalized on those quick transition opportunities in the 
next game. 

“If we can break pressure and have some time, then we’d like to stretch, 
we’d like to have a quick-strike offense,” Colliton said Jan. 24 after that 
second game. “Tonight, I thought we were able to execute on a few of 
those plays.” 

Never in a normal NHL schedule, with different opponents nearly every 
game, would such specific game-planning be possible. 

And this game-planning also has had an effect on results. 

Entering Monday, teams that lost the first game of a series were 29-20-6 
in the second game, a remarkable above-.500 record, especially when 
considering the first-game loser is more likely to be the inferior team (and 
more likely to lose the second game, too). 

“You get a little bit of familiarity there, so in a lot of ways, it can work to 
your advantage,” Keith said. “At the same time, the other team gets to 
see us, as well. So it probably evens it out.” 
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10 observations: Blackhawks take Game 2 against Columbus 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks defeated the Columbus Blue Jackets 3-1 on Sunday at 
the United Center despite having five players in the NHL's COVID-19 
protocol. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. This was as evenly-matched a game as we've seen so far. The shots 
on goal were 36-33 Blackhawks and high-danger chances were 9-9, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. And the Blackhawks capitalized on their 
chances. 

2. Kevin Lankinen continues to impress. He stopped 32 of 33 shots for a 
save percentage of .970 and has now given up two or fewer goals in five 
consecutive starts. 

3. Since recording a hat trick against Detroit, Pius Suter has been very 
quiet. He was moved to the second line in this game with Dominik 
Kubalik and Dylan Strome, and then eventually dropped to the third line. 
On his first shift of the third period, Suter banked one off Elvis Merzlikins 
for his fourth goal of the season. That must've felt good. 

4. The Blackhawks went with a new-look first line, promoting Philipp 
Kurashev to serve as the center between Mattias Janmark and Patrick 
Kane. And the trio connected for the opening goal of the game and third 
goal of the game. Kurashev and Kane each had a goal and an assist. 

5. The Blackhawks went 0-for-2 on the power play, but they certainly had 
their chances. They recorded six shots on goal and generated four 
scoring chances but couldn't crack Merzlikins. 

6. Reese Johnson became the fifth Blackhawks rookie to make his NHL 
debut this season. He played on the fourth line with Matthew Highmore 
and David Kampf and was certainly noticeable. He registered a team-
high seven hits in 10:56 of ice time. 

7. Duncan Keith recorded six shots on goal, which was a new season-
high. His season-high last season was also six, which he did twice. 

8. On his very first shift of the game, Lucas Carlsson blocked a shot on 
the inside of his left knee and was in some serious pain afterward. He 
tried giving it a go on his next shift but it lasted only 17 seconds before he 
left the ice and headed to the locker room. Fortunately, he returned later 
in the period, which was a good sign or else the Blackhawks would've 
been stuck playing with five defensemen for essentially the entire game. 
But his status going forward is unclear; he didn't take a shift in the third 
period. 

9. The Blackhawks have five players in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol: 
Nicolas Beaudin, Adam Boqvist, Ryan Carpenter, Alex DeBrincat and 
Lucas Wallmark. They're already without Kirby Dach, Alex Nylander, 
Brent Seabrook and Jonathan Toews as it is. And yet they continue to 
battle. The Blackhawks know they're facing some real adversity right 
now. 

10. The Blue Jackets are not necessarily known for being a physical 
team. They averaged 18.4 hits per 60 minutes going into this game, 
which ranked No. 20. They were credited with 19 hits in the first period 
alone on Sunday and finished with 39 total. 
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Blue Jackets' offensive woes amplify Merzlikins' miscues in loss 

Elvis Merzlikins won't linger on misplays, more failed scoring chances, a 
memorable milestone for Jack Roslovic, Kane came through for the 
Blackhawks and Tortoralla is rolling four lines. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Blue Jackets forward Mikhail Grigorenko sees his second-period shot 
saved by Chicago goaltender Kevin Lankinen in the Blackhawks' 3-1 
victory on Sunday. 

CHICAGO — Watching the Blue Jackets and Chicago Blackhawks on 
Sunday almost felt like a replay of their game two nights before. 

Like Friday, when the Jackets eked out a 2-1 win, neither team was 
sharp offensively, and the action was mostly disjointed. But Columbus 
struggled to find an offensive foothold in the rematch, losing 3-1 to a 
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team missing captain Jonathan Toews among a growing list of 
absentees.  

The final score and the winner were the biggest difference in the two 
games. Otherwise, it was deja vu. 

“I thought we had better legs tonight ... but we didn’t find a way to make 
that next play or score,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. “We 
had a couple of really good chances to take the lead and we just didn’t.” 

It's a continuing storyline for his team. The Jackets' struggle to score 
occasionally leaves them vulnerable to mistakes, which the Blackhawks 
capitalized on for two third-period goals. Here are some takeaways:  

Moving on  

The Jackets are back to leaning on their ultra-defensive play to keep 
games close and are not converting nearly enough goals off their scoring 
chances. Nobody was sweating more under the spotlight Sunday than 
goaltender Elvis Merzlikins, who twice misplayed the puck behind his net 
in the third period and saw both turn into Blackhawks goals.  

The first was off a flubbed clearing back attempt by Merzlikins. Pius Suter 
intercepted it near the corner and sent a quick shot into Merzlikins’ 
skates for a goal that gave Chicago a 2-1 lead at 7:41 of the third. Nearly 
six minutes later, Patrick Kane made it 3-1 after Phillip Kurashev took the 
puck from Merzlikins behind the net and fed a pass to the low right wing. 
The goalie couldn’t recover in time to make a stop. 

“I’m not (a) kid anymore,” Merzlikins said. “I’m mentally strong enough. 
The thing I’ve learned here in this league is you have to move on (from) 
good things or bad things.”  

Finish missing 

One reason the Blue Jackets offense is sputtering is their struggle to 
convert scoring chances into goals. According to NaturalStatTrick, 
Columbus finished with an 8-6 edge in high-danger chances but scored 
only on Boone Jenner’s first-period goal. 

The Jackets looked back with angst after Merzlikins’ mistakes were 
amplified by two goals. 

“(The Blackhawks) defend well, but we need to finish a little bit more, 
bear down on some chances and try to create more off our forecheck, off 
our (offensive zone) to get more chances,” Jenner said. “We need to 
score more than one.” 

Memorable moment  

Jenner’s goal, which tied the score a 1, was his third of the season. It 
also marked Jack Roslovic’s first assist since joining his hometown team 
in a blockbuster trade with Winnipeg on Jan. 23. Roslovic got the primary 
assist after Jenner hopped on a rebound of his shot and swatted it past 
Blackhawks goalie Kevin Lankinen.  

Roslovic was appreciative of the memory.  

“That was all Boone there, from a blocked shot in the (defensive) zone to 
chipping it in and battling it out and getting a self (pass), and then just 
hitting me,” Roslovic said. “I just shot it on net and he finished up and 
buried it.” 

Kane came through  

Tortorella said the Blue Jackets don’t usually spend much time 
discussing opponents in their game preparations in the regular season. 
One exception is Blackhawks star Kane, who finished with a goal and an 
assist.  

Kane logged 19 minutes, 57 seconds — a bit of a breather after skating 
27-plus minutes on Friday. 

“We don’t talk about the other team much, but against Chicago we 
always talk about Kaner, with some of the situations (we’ll face),” 
Tortorella said Sunday morning. “All those things are talked about, 
because I think he deserves that respect. He’s that dangerous.” 

Rolling four  

Tortorella’s management of ice time has struck an impressive balance in 
almost every game this season. 

The days of the fourth line playing only a handful of minutes have 
essentially disappeared; that group — now centered by Mikko Koivu — 
regularly skates between 11 and 14 minutes per game. That allows all 
four lines to stay fresh during a condensed schedule that can weigh 
heavily on a player’s legs. 

The range in ice times for the top three forward lines also stayed fairly 
consistent, ranging from 12-to-14 minutes for the middle two and the top 
line logging 17-to-18 minutes per game. 

“We’re comfortable with all four of our lines,” Jenner said. “To be able to 
roll ’em like that keeps the energy up. I think guys get their rest and when 
you get into that flow, it’s hard to stop when four lines are rolling like 
that.” 
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Merzlikins' misplays leave Blue Jackets singing the blues in Chicago's 
silent 'Madhouse' 

The goalie's mistakes behind the net in the third period sparked a pair of 
Blackhawks goals and put a spotlight on the team's struggling offense in 
a 3-1 loss. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO – It’s supposed to be “The Madhouse on Madison,” a 
cavernous structure where people cheer, loudly, during the national 
anthem and ratchet up the decibel levels to the equivalent of a turbine 
engine.  

The United Center is one of the darlings of NHL arenas, not quite the 
charming old barn that Chicago Stadium used to be across the street, but 
still an experience unto itself. Now empty for the games it hosts, "The 
Madhouse" is more like a library just might be the prime example of how 
strange and difficult it is playing this season during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The vibe here has vanished. The silence replacing it is something that 
fills arenas across the entire league now, only it's more noticeable here – 
where the Blue Jackets concluded their first of two trips to Chicago this 
season with a 3-1 loss Sunday night to the Blackhawks – who have five 
players out for NHL COVID-19 protocols and haven’t had captain 
Jonathan Toews (undisclosed illness) all season. 

“You go in there as the away team, (with) the anthem and everything, it’s 
such a great building,” said Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella, who 
noticed the lack of energy right away Friday night in the Jackets’ 2-1 
victory “I think it almost benefits the away team more. To have nothing, 
other than a couple of sticks banging on the ice after the anthem and to 
hear it echo through the building … it’s a letdown.”  

It’s also a challenge.  

“Maybe the athletes are a little spoiled with the juice, but we’re pros,” 
Tortorella said. “We have to figure out a way to do it … but you can’t just 
turn it on and say, ‘OK, I’m gonna do it.’ It’s hard. It’s hard and I think all 
teams are going through it.”  

The Blue Jackets and Blackhawks went through it twice in the span of 
three days here, playing two choppy, disjointed games dominated by 
defense and the loud echoes of pucks clacking around. They were NHL 
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hockey games, but they sounded like spirited practices with your eyes 
closed. 

“It’s definitely a little different,” said Boone Jenner, whose third goal of the 
season tied it 1-1 late in the first period. “We’re used to these buildings 
having a great atmosphere, so it’s just … we’ve got to find a way to 
create our own energy in these situations, obviously, with no fans.”  

Jenner’s goal accomplished that, briefly, for the Blue Jackets – who’d 
fallen behind 1-0 on Phillip Kurashev’s goal at 12:32 of the first. 

Still trailing by that score in the waning minutes of the period, Jenner 
started the scoring play by entering the Blackhawks’ zone with a pass to 
himself off the half wall. After working the puck to Roslovic for a shot from 
the slot, Jenner then swooped over to swat the rebound past Blackhawks 
goalie Kevin Lankinen to knot it up with 2:32 on the clock. 

Chicago scored the next two and got some help on each one from Blue 
Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins – who paid a steep price for misplaying a 
couple pucks behind his net. 

Pius Suter scored the first one, putting the Blackhawks back up 2-1 at 
7:41 after stopping  Merzlikins’ backhanded clearing attempt along the 
end boards. The goal was scored after Suter surprised Merzlikins with a 
quick shot back toward the crease, which caught the Jackets' goalie off-
guard and slid underneath him into the net. 

"I messed up big-time," Merzlikins said. "I take all the responsibility on my 
shoulders. Not going to go into excuses, but the luck wasn't on my side 
this time. The puck got stuck, stick on the boards, and I shot it on the 
backhand ... but right now I'm not a good goalie on the backhand as a 
player. So, I shouldn't shoot it on the backhand. I should shoot, maybe, 
on the (forehand). I messed up not once (but) twice tonight, so the team 
doesn't deserve this." 

Merzlikin's second mistake was also while trying to play the puck behind 
the net. After failing to clear it to either side, Kurashev found Kane with a 
pass toward the low right wing and the Blackhawk's star put it home for a 
3-1 lead with 6:20 left. 

"He has to eat it and I know it will be very difficult for him," Tortorella said. 
"But he's matured as he's been here and he'll be ready to play his next 
game." 

Merzlikins’ mistakes were egregious, but the goals they sparked were 
also fitting.  

They weren’t typical or common. They were odd. Kind of strange too. 
And they decided another odd, strange game played within a building 
devoid of its usual energy. 

The challenge continues. 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 02.02.2021 

1201374 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Split Decision: Tandem plan helping Blue Jackets goalies Korpisalo, 
Merzlikins stay rested 

The team's top two net-minders are providing a steady presence amid a 
packed schedule, each adjusting to a new plan that alternates starts 
between them. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO – It’s unorthodox, but it’s working.  

Rather than choosing between goaltenders Joonas Korpisalo and Elvis 
Merzlikins, the Blue Jackets are just rolling through the early part of this 
season with a tandem of co-No.1 options. They also are being rewarded 

for it, as each guy settles into the rhythm of playing every other game 
during a crammed 56-game schedule.  

Korpisalo is 2-1-2 with a 2.16 goals-against average and .936 save 
percentage in five games, making 31 saves in a 2-1 victory Friday 
against the Chicago Blackhawks, while Merzlikins was 2-1-1 with a 2.94 
GAA and .906 save percentage going into his fifth start Sunday in 
Chicago. 

“It certainly helps me, because I just have such a great comfort in both of 
them,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. “The goaltending 
situation, (it’s) obviously an important one if you’re going to win or lose 
hockey games. They’re going to be the main reason both ways. I feel 
really comfortable in not really thinking about it. We’re going every other.” 

It has been that way from the start.  

Korpisalo was tabbed for the season opener against the Nashville 
Predators, allowing two goals in a 3-1 loss at Bridgestone Arena, and 
Merzlikins played the second game in that city two days later – allowing 
all five goals in a 5-2 loss. They have alternated ever since and both are 
starting to thrive under the predictability of the tandem format.  

“I think it helps them, too, because we let them know right away that this 
is going to be the schedule and we’ll let you know when we want to 
change that schedule,” Tortorella said. “I think it lets them get ready 
mentally, also, as far as their next start (and) how they practice prior to 
that start. In the little practice time we do have, they can prepare 
themselves when we do have that odd practice, knowing when they’re 
going to play their (next) game.”  

Traditionally, goaltenders and coaches prefer a split that is less 
balanced. Playing one guy more than the other allows the top pick to see 
more shots and get into peak form more easily, but the Jackets’ top two 
netminders and this season are unique.  

Korpisalo and Merzlikins both proved themselves as No. 1 goalies last 
season during separate runs, and each played in the NHL’s summer 
postseason – until Merzlikins was injured in the qualifying round. Each 
had already signed two-year contract extensions in the spring, a week 
apart, and they started training camp knowing that they would split the 
schedule this season fairly close to even.  

So far, it has been a 50/50 divide, and there is no sense that a fix is 
needed for something that is working.  

“It’s been good,” Korpisalo said. “For now, we’ve been going alternative, 
every second game, and it doesn’t matter for me. I’m ready to play every 
game. I felt good (Friday). I didn’t play (Thursday), so I had fresh legs 
and a fresh mind (against the Blackhawks).”  

Merzlikins is still striving for his top level, but he won his previous two 
starts before facing Chicago on Sunday, allowing only two goals in both.  

“Honestly, I don’t feel yet myself,” Merzlikins said Thursday after 
defeating the Florida Panthers 3-2 in a shootout at Nationwide Arena. “I 
am still making little mistakes … but that’s good that there (are) bad 
things. There is a lot to work on, so I just want to focus on that.”  

Laine watch  

After arriving Friday from Ottawa, Patrik Laine began an NHL-mandated, 
48-hour quarantine that was scheduled to end Sunday.  

Once cleared, the 22-year old Finnish left wing was expected to receive a 
green light for hockey activity on Monday. The Blue Jackets aren’t 
scheduled to practice, but Laine potentially could get on the ice for the 
first time wearing the Blue Jackets practice jersey. His first interaction 
with his new team, in a broader sense, might happen Tuesday as the 
Jackets prepare for a game against the Dallas Stars at Nationwide 
Arena. 

Laine is still on injured reserve with an upper-body injury suffered while 
with the Winnipeg Jets, before the blockbuster trade that brought him to 
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Columbus, but he said during a Finnish interview on Saturday he’ll be 
ready to go upon his release from quaratine. 

Blackhawks scrambling  

After playing Friday without three players on the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocols list, the Blackhawks added two more to the list Saturday – 
when they also canceled a practice “out of an abundance of caution due 
to potential COVID-19 exposure.”  

Forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin, who played 
Friday against the Blue Jackets, joined defenseman Adam Boqvist, 
forward Lucas Wallmark and high-scoring forward Alex DeBrincat on 
Chicago’s protocols list.  

The Blue Jackets and Blackhawks were scheduled to play Sunday night 
at United Center, with Chicago filling the voids left by Carpenter and 
Beaudin with Matthew Highmore and Reese Johnson – who was recalled 
from the team’s taxi squad.  

Another Tortorella milestone 

The Blue Jackets’ victory Friday in Chicago was coach John Tortorella’s 
400th game running the bench in Columbus. It also bumped his record to 
213-142-45 with the Jackets to extend his lead as the winningest coach 
in franchise history.  

Going into Sunday's game against the Blackhawks, Tortorella’s overall 
NHL record was 659-517-37-123 in 1,336 games – ranking 12th all-time 
in games coached and 14th in wins. 
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Eric Robinson intent on staying in Blue Jackets' lineup despite Patrik 
Laine's arrival 

The speedy 25-year old forward has two goals, two assists and four 
points in the season's first nine games, including the winner Friday in 
Chicago. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO – Decision day for the Blue Jackets is on the horizon now, 
expedited by Patrik Laine’s arrival Friday in Columbus.  

After the 22-year-old star emerges from a mandated 48-hour quarantine, 
two things will happen to a lineup that has also added center Jack 
Roslovic as part of the blockbuster trade that netted Laine and sent 
Pierre-Luc Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets. Laine will get a spot at left wing 
somewhere, almost certainly with the top line, and then coach John 
Tortorella will have a difficult call about whom to sit.  

Eric Robinson hopes to make that decision easier. 

“My goal going into camp was just to be in the lineup Game 1 and do 
everything I can to be in it for the season,” said Robinson, a lightning bolt 
of a forward who has played in all nine of the Jackets’ games and has 
four points on two goals and two assists. “It’s still just learning ways to 
add different things to my game to keep giving them reasons to keep 
playing me.”  

Look no further than what happened Friday in the Blue Jackets’ 2-1 
victory against the Chicago Blackhawks, when a speed burst by 
Robinson in the second period created a breakaway that resulted in the 
winning goal. After spotting three Chicago players caught low in the 
Columbus zone, Robinson took off toward the neutral zone once he saw 
the puck on a teammate’s stick.  

That teammate happened to be Oliver Bjorkstrand, a skilled right wing, 
and his diagonal pass hit Robinson in stride to spring the play. Two of the 
Blackhawks’ biggest stars gave chase, but Patrick Kane and Duncan 
Keith didn’t have a shot at catching up once Robinson hit top gear.  

The Blue Jackets forward barreled toward Chicago’s net at full tilt and 
ripped a wrist shot under the crossbar at the top right corner of the net for 
his second goal in four games. That’s one way of letting a coaching staff 
know you’d like to keep playing.  

“He’s dangerous,” Tortorella said of Robinson. “We’re coaching him and 
trying to help him in certain areas, but you can’t teach that stuff there, 
that God-given speed that he has. He makes us look like a faster team, 
even when some guys aren’t as fast. He just makes us look faster and I 
think he’s been a very important part of our club here the first few weeks 
of our season.”  

How do you take an element like that out of the lineup?  

Some coaches with less speed at their disposal wouldn’t. It’s a tougher 
call for this coach and this roster, which now has a few young forwards 
who can absolutely fly up and down the ice. Robinson is one of them, 
rookie Liam Foudy is another and Roslovic is a speed demon, too.  

Roslovic, 23, missed Winnipeg’s training camp plus the first 10 days of 
the season while unsigned as a restricted free agent before the trade. 
Foudy has played in all nine games, adding two assists while hunting his 
first regular-season goal, and Robinson, 25, is playing in his fourth NHL 
season – second as a full-time member of the Blue Jackets’ roster.  

Roslovic’s spot is probably the most secure of that trio, but Tortorella isn’t 
afraid to make tough decisions and there’s a chance all three remain in 
the lineup for their skating ability – which would shuffle the pending 
healthy scratch off to somebody else.  

“It’s a relief,” Robinson said of his goal against the Blackhawks, which 
ended a string of opportunities that didn’t pan out. “If you’re getting 
chances and they’re not going in, it can be frustrating, so it was good to 
see one go in (Friday).” 
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Dubois’ departure didn’t hinge on Jones, Werenski wanting out as free 
agents 

 

By Aaron Portzline Feb 1, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — It’s bad enough that Pierre-Luc Dubois wanted the 
Blue Jackets to trade him. 

There’s just no good way for a 22-year-old, budding No. 1 center to break 
such news to the club that stuck out its neck to draft him in 2016, spent 
the last four years developing him and was building its roster with an eye 
toward the long-term future with him as a centerpiece. 

But the whole matter has been made worse by Dubois’ refusal to 
disclose why he asked to be traded. 

By letting that linger, Dubois has allowed three reputations to be further 
cemented, or at least gain oxygen: 

• That young players can’t tolerate playing for coach John Tortorella. 

• That GM Jarmo Kekäläinen’s hard-line negotiating tactics rub players 
the wrong way. 

• That players don’t want to play in Columbus, Ohio. 
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All three of these black marks — fairly or unfairly — have been with the 
organization for at least a few years now, but there was another possible 
explanation for Dubois’ departure that started making the rounds last 
week, one that should send a shiver down the spine of Blue Jackets fans. 

It goes something like this: 

Dubois’ agent, Pat Brisson, also represents Blue Jackets defensemen 
Seth Jones and Zach Werenski, whose contracts expire after the 2021-
22 season. Jones will be an unrestricted free agent (gulp), Werenski a 
restricted free agent. 

The Blue Jackets talked long-term contract with Dubois (including an 
eight-year, $64 million deal), but Dubois decided he wanted out of 
Columbus because he didn’t want to be stuck with the team when Jones, 
Werenski and others depart in coming seasons — basically, the moment 
they hit UFA status. 

Brisson, in an email exchange with The Athletic, quickly rejected the 
notion that Dubois’ departure had anything to do with the futures of Jones 
and Werenski in Columbus. 

“There is no merit to this at all,” Brisson said. 

Both players confirmed as much to The Athletic, too. 

“No idea who or how they came up with that,” Jones said. “I am willing to 
negotiate my next deal with the Blue Jackets, for sure.” 

“I’m willing to negotiate (with the Blue Jackets) when possible,” Werenski 
said. 

Brisson, angered by Tortorella’s public comments regarding Dubois, 
blistered the veteran coach with a statement issued to TSN’s Darren 
Dreger last week. 

It should be noted that Tortorella is in the final year of his contract with 
the Blue Jackets, and there’s a very real possibility that the winningest 
coach in franchise history will not be signed to an extension. 

But, even if Tortorella returns, Brisson said the previous dust-up would 
not impact the Jones or Werenski negotiations. (For the record, both 
players have frequently praised Tortorella and said they enjoyed playing 
for him.) 

“Torts is a good coach and, like all of them, they are evaluated on a per-
season basis,” Brisson said. “Each of them (Jones and Werenski) have 
to make decisions based on many factors when it comes to wanting to 
sign and/or to extend. Each player’s/family’s situation is different.” 

The willingness of Jones and Werenski to negotiate contracts with the 
Blue Jackets is a long way from getting two signatures on the dotted line, 
of course. But it’s a start. And it beats the hell out of the alternative. 

Remember, Artemi Panarin never really negotiated with the Blue Jackets 
in 2018-19 because he had his heart set on signing with the New York 
Rangers when he hit free agency. 

The “willingness to negotiate” is bigger news as it relates to Jones than 
Werenski because Jones is a pending UFA in 2022. Werenski will still 
have one more season of RFA status before his contract expires, so the 
Jackets will still wield considerable control. 

The Blue Jackets can start negotiating a contract with both players on 
July 1, but the clock will start ticking on Jones’ future with the club pretty 
quickly. 

Kekäläinen’s ability to get Jones under contract will be seen by many as 
a wellness check on the organization, and if it lingers well into the 
summer (or even next season), the angst will grow among the fan base. 

That goes for Patrik Laine, too. The Blue Jackets acquired Laine in the 
deal for Dubois with Winnipeg, and Kekäläinen and Laine’s agent have 
already had talks on what his next deal might look like. 

Laine has arbitration rights and he has scored goals like it’s the 1970s, a 
dangerous combination within the confines of a flat salary cap. 

Prediction: Laine, if he signs an extension, is going to be the Blue 
Jackets’ first eight-figure player. That is, he’s going to make $10 million-
plus on a long-term deal that reaches well into his UFA years. 

The Blue Jackets and Laine aren’t in a rush to get a deal done — he’s 
still an RFA, too — but they’ll start talking about a new deal, Kekäläinen 
said, once they’ve taken “some time to get familiar” with each other. 

Kekäläinen’s offseason to-do list is pretty overwhelming, really. 

Jones and Laine can both sign big-ticket, long-term extensions, and so 
could Werenski, for that matter. Tortorella’s future will need to be 
mutually determined. A goaltender — either Joonas Korpisalo or Elvis 
Merzlikins — likely will be traded. Two veteran stalwarts, captain Nick 
Foligno and defenseman David Savard, have expiring UFA contracts. 

But it doesn’t appear that Dubois’ ugly end in Columbus was a hint at 
future departures. 
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Stars’ inability to avoid penalties could prove more dangerous in 
upcoming Dallas matchups 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 5:53 PM on Feb 1, 2021 CST 

 

For the Stars, special teams have given, and special teams have taken. 

As Dallas opened the season 4-0-0 with home sweeps over Nashville 
and Detroit, the Stars’ power play and penalty kill carried the load, 
scoring 10 power-play goals and one short-handed one while only 
allowing two power-play goals. 

This weekend by going 0-1-1 in Carolina, the Stars were outscored on 
special teams 5-1, allowing four power-play goals and one short-handed 
one. The performance on special teams muddied a weekend in which 
Dallas outscored Carolina 3-2 at even strength. 

One thing has been constant for the Stars, though. They’ve been unable 
to stay out of the penalty box. 

Entering Monday, no other team had spent more time on the penalty kill 
than the Stars at 8:54 per game, and no team had given more power-
play chances per game than the Stars at 4.83. Dallas could afford to get 
by with penalties against Nashville and Detroit, which each finished in the 
bottom seven on the power play last year. 

But in giving a talented Hurricanes squad 10 power-play chances, the 
Stars lost their margin for error. Especially on Saturday night, when the 
Stars managed just four shots on goal at even strength, Dallas simply 
was chasing the game too much and penalties followed. 

“You’ve got to be disciplined,” Stars forward Joe Pavelski said Saturday 
night. “[Saturday], I thought we actually did a better job of it for how we 
played. We didn’t have a lot of zone time. There were definitely a few 
penalties, but [you] just can’t take them. 

“You’ve got be smart, you’ve got to be disciplined, you’ve got to skate. 
Usually, when we’re not moving our feet or you’re caught at the end of a 
shift, that’s when they happen.” 

Up next? Longtime nemesis Patrik Laine, who is eligible to make his 
debut for the Blue Jackets on Tuesday night in Columbus. 

The Columbus power play historically hasn’t been dangerous. Since the 
start of the 2017-18 season, the Blue Jackets are last in the NHL by 
scoring on just 16.1% of their power-play chances. But Laine’s addition 
could change that — especially against Dallas. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 2, 2021 

 

During his time in Winnipeg, Laine scored 18 goals in his 17 games 
against Dallas (1.06 goals per game). Among players with at least 15 
goals against the Stars in NHL history, only Steven Stamkos (1.07 goals 
per game) has scored more prolifically vs. Dallas than Laine. Even Hall of 
Famers Mike Bossy (0.81), Brett Hull (0.80) and Wayne Gretzky (0.76) 
are behind Laine. 

Giving teams power plays obviously gives opponents more scoring 
chances, but it also disrupts the flow of the game for the Stars. Because 
of the composition of the Stars penalty kill — with players from different 
lines — coach Rick Bowness often has to jumble his forward lines after 
killing penalties. 

But since the Stars took so many penalties in Carolina, Bowness was 
unable to reunite some lines for long stretches of the game, meaning 
some players lost their rhythm with linemates. 

Kero sent to taxi squad: The Stars reassigned forward Tanner Kero to 
the taxi squad Monday, and their active roster now stands at 21 players 
with Andrej Sekera (COVID-19 protocol) considered a non-roster player. 
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The Athletic / Jordan Juron ‘digs down deep’ and finds fulfillment with 
NWHL’s Buffalo Beauts 

 

By Lyndsey D'Arcangelo Feb 1, 2021 

 

Jordan Juron’s professional hockey path has not been smooth or linear. 
She has nearly walked away from the game and hung up her skates due 
to a litany of injuries, ranging from minor to severe, and lengthy 
rehabilitation periods. 

But every time, something has lured her back in. 

Maybe it’s the thrill of scoring a goal, the sound of her skates scraping 
against the ice or the adrenaline that only comes with the pace of a sport 
like hockey. Or maybe it’s because walking away is the easy option, and 
that just isn’t something Juron is willing to do. 

This past summer, while Juron was recovering from hip surgery and 
getting around in a wheelchair, she again thought her hockey career was 
over. When Buffalo Beauts general manager Nate Oliver called to inquire 
about her availability, Juron initially balked at the thought. She could 
barely stand, let alone skate. But Oliver left the invitation open and Juron 
changed her mind. She started practicing with the team later that fall, 
three years after first suiting up for the Beauts. She officially signed with 
Buffalo in November and is currently playing in the NWHL’s bubble 
season in Lake Placid, N.Y. 

The Beauts are in the middle of a best-of-three series with the Boston 
Pride to determine the final playoff spot for the 2021 Isobel Cup. The 
NWHL reorganized the schedule after the Metropolitan Riveters exited 
the bubble due to COVID-19 concerns. The final game of the series, 
currently tied 1-1, takes place Monday night at 8:30 p.m. ET. 

Through five games, Juron leads the Beauts with 14 shots on goal and is 
tied for the team lead with three points on one goal and two assists. 

“I think it just boils down to the fact that, whenever someone asks me, 
‘What’s a word to describe yourself,’ the first thing that most people 
would say is ‘competitive.’ I love competing. I love the fight, the intensity, 
just that passion to play, especially to play the game of hockey,” the 26-
year-old Juron said. “It’s not like it’s all sunshine and roses. It’s not like 
I’m an upbeat, positive person one hundred percent of the time. I’ve had 
those phone calls with my family where I’m crying on the phone, like why 
me? But you just gotta dig down deep.” 

Juron’s bad luck with injuries started at Boston University. She tore her 
quad after her freshman year, had surgery on her shoulder after her 
sophomore year, got knocked unconscious and also dislocated a joint 
during her junior year. As a senior, she dealt with a few smaller injuries 
that sidelined her from time to time. 

When she graduated in 2016, Juron thought she was done playing 
hockey for good. She moved to Syracuse and enrolled in an advanced 
nursing program, volunteering as a hockey coach on the side. The more 
she coached and skated in full gear with the U16 Syracuse Stars at 
practice, the more she realized how much she missed hockey. 

So when Maddie Elia, Juron’s former teammate in college, reached out 
to her and connected her with the Beauts, she decided to go to a few 
practices to see how she felt. Juron ended up officially joining the team in 
the middle of the 2017-18 season. Terry and Kim Pegula took ownership 
of the Beauts in late 2017, and Juron liked where the team and the 
NWHL were headed. 

“I was there for that short transition, and just watching the amenities and 
what we had access to change immediately, it was awesome,” she said. 
“I signed on to play the next full season and got the full taste of it, even 
though game-wise I didn’t. Because I broke my back.” 

Juron had been working out hard all summer before the 2018-19 season. 
Following a strong preseason camp, she had secured her position as one 
of the top players on the team. Then, toward the end of the second 
period during an exhibition game against Cornell in October 2018, she 
got checked from the side and crashed straight into the lip between the 
glass and the board. Her body folded awkwardly. As she made her way 
to the bench, Juron knew something was seriously wrong, but she didn’t 
want to lose the spot she had fought so hard for, so she finished the 
game. 

Once the adrenaline of the game wore off, Juron was in excruciating pain 
and couldn’t move her legs. Oddly, the Beauts didn’t do any X-rays at the 
time, and she took the bus home. She didn’t know she had fractured her 
spine in two places until she went to see a doctor almost a week after it 
happened. 

“I didn’t want to even think about the rehab process,” Juron said. “When I 
left that doctor’s office, I knew it wasn’t like a sprain or pulled groin. I 
mean, how close did I come to never being able to walk, let alone skate 
again? I’ve been there and done that with injuries, but the back was the 
hardest mentality. I wasn’t allowed to travel with the team, couldn’t fly or 
go on bus trips. I was isolated.” 

As with every other injury, Juron battled back. By late December, she 
was back on the ice for practices under strict supervision of the Beauts 
trainers. She was held out of the lineup, even though she felt ready to 
play. After the season, Juron didn’t know what to expect. 

Then the women’s hockey world transformed seemingly overnight. The 
CWHL folded in the spring of 2019, the Pegulas sold the Beauts back to 
the NWHL and the Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association 
(PWHPA) formed with the intention of building an alternative, sustainable 
professional league. According to Juron, the Beauts talked as a team 
and, except for a few players, collectively decided to join the PWHPA and 
forgo the 2019-20 NWHL season. 

“At that point, it didn’t go much beyond, like, this is what we’re going to 
do. It all sounded great,” Juron said. “There hadn’t been too much 
change in the NWHL in those two years that I had played. I’m specifically 
talking about my experience. It was like, OK, so we as the Beauts get this 
amazing treatment, but no other team gets this? We need to get to a 
point where all the teams are treated as good as the Beauts had it when 
the Pegulas owned them. Essentially, that’s how our team took that 
stance.” 

At the time, Juron was also pursuing a career in orthopedic sales with 
Zimmer Biomet. Her own experience with injuries gave her the insight 
and the passion to help others heal and move on. She spent most of her 
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time in operating rooms, making sure the products were being used right 
and answering questions. 

Playing for the Beauts while holding down her job wouldn’t have been an 
option for her. The PWHPA, with its showcase format in different cities on 
the East Coast, was a better fit. Juron ended up playing in the New 
Hampshire showcase and enjoyed the experience, but that was the only 
opportunity she had to play. As time went on, she missed being on the 
ice with a team on a regular basis. 

Juron says she didn’t seek out the NWHL. She wasn’t a “disgruntled 
worker,” as she put it, when she decided to leave the PWHPA and rejoin 
the NWHL. 

It was simpler than that. Juron was dating someone who played hockey 
for Canisius College. She made trips back and forth to Buffalo almost 
every weekend to visit him. On one visit, she met up with a friend who 
was playing for the Boston Pride and ran into the Pride’s general 
manager. Not long after that, she started talking to Pride head coach 
Paul Mara. Boston was dealing with player injuries and needed depth on 
the bench. Mara asked Juron if she wanted to play that day against the 
Beauts. She had exactly three hours to make a decision. 

“As a hockey player, I was ready to jump at any opportunity that came 
along,” Juron said, eventually signing on to finish the rest of the 2019-20 
season with the Pride. “It was an awesome opportunity, a friendly locker 
room to walk into. And then it got blown up into a huge deal. There were 
some really nasty things that were said after I made this decision. 

“To have all these reporters saying these horrible things, it’s like, we are 
all here for the same thing. Why are we going to be negative about 
progress that’s being made or decisions that women’s hockey players 
are making if they are still playing and are a part of moving this cog 
forward? Why are we throwing these players under the bus? Some of my 
best friends are in the PWHPA, and they’re like, ‘How is the bubble 
going? Are you having fun?’ The support is there from them. The players 
support each other, but that’s not the storyline that gets shared.” 

Juron leads the Beauts in shots on goal through five games in Lake 
Placid. (Courtesy of Michelle Jay) 

Former NWHL and current PWHPA player Alyssa Gagliardi commented 
on the relationship between the leagues last January. 

“Social media is what it is, but everything always feels like it does turn to 
pitting against one another when really, it’s not what people make it out 
to be,” Gagliardi told The Athletic. “I think people create that narrative. 
Like I said, I have a lot of friends still on the Boston team and a friend 
here in North Carolina who plays for the Riveters. You root for them. You 
cheer for your friends. I think it just comes down to having some 
differences on how to create the best future (for women’s hockey).” 

For Juron, it was never about choosing one “side” over the other. She’s a 
hockey player and she’s always based her decisions on situational 
circumstances. 

That’s exactly what happened when she re-signed with the Beauts for the 
2021 season. Her job in orthopedic sales had brought her back to 
Buffalo, and it became clear that it presented the perfect situation for her 
to continue playing. 

So far, Lake Placid has been great, Juron says — the resort and rooms 
are comfortable and the food is delicious. Social distancing and mask 
rules apply, even for players on the same team. They’re not allowed in 
each other’s rooms or outside of the rink, and they often Zoom with each 
other over meals. 

Of course, not everything is perfect. The Beauts’ bus broke down before 
their first official game and the team had to walk half a mile to the rink. 
Before their third game of the shortened season, their scheduled 
opponent — the Riveters — was swapped out due to what the NWHL 
explained as COVID-19 protocols, and they ended up playing the 
Toronto Six instead. The Riveters announced the next day that they were 
pulling out of the bubble season altogether. The Beauts are 1-3-1 overall 

but still in contention for the Isobel Cup, if they can defeat the Pride on 
Monday night. 

It’s not exactly the result Oliver envisioned when he put the team 
together over the summer, primarily focusing on the defensive side of the 
rink. The Beauts are still struggling in that area, allowing the most goals 
(17) in the league. Rookie goaltender Carly Jackson has faced 200 shots 
in just five games. 

Juron says the team is “rolling with the punches” as best as they can. As 
a captain, she’s focused on bringing this “young, hungry and passionate” 
group together. 

Brooke Stacey quickly became one of the Beauts’ top offensive players 
last season, scoring eight goals and notching eight assists in her first 14 
games before stepping away due to pregnancy. After giving birth to a 
baby boy over the summer, Stacey is back with Beauts in the bubble and 
is glad to have Juron as a captain. 

“I think she’s a player who leads on and off the ice,” Stacey said. “She is 
very vocal, which is great. She will tell us how it is and is very upfront 
about it, which is extremely important when we’re behind or not 
performing our best.” 

“I have said it multiple times, but Jordan is really the glue of our hockey 
club,” said Oliver. “In addition to what she can do on the ice, she just has 
an enormous heart. She wants to make sure that everyone is looked 
after and taken care of. We have a very young hockey team, the 
youngest edition of the Beauts yet, and Jordan is someone who has 
played in this league for a while. She knows the ropes and she has made 
certain that our newcomers have a smooth transition during their first 
season as Beauts.” 

The future is always uncertain. Juron knows this better than anyone, 
especially when it comes to hockey. That’s why she plans on making the 
most of her time in Lake Placid. She knows how easily hockey can be 
taken away and a narrative can be spun. 

And she knows how hard she’s had to work to get here. 
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The Athletic / ‘The words break-even are not in the vocabulary’ — The 
business of fans at NHL games 

 

By Sean Shapiro Feb 1, 2021  

 

The St. Louis Blues will become the fifth NHL team to formally have paid 
attendance this season when they plan to host up 1,400 fans against the 
Arizona Coyotes on Tuesday. 

So far there have been 14 NHL games with paid attendance this season. 
The Coyotes hosted six of those, averaging about 2,350 fans per game; 
while the Dallas Stars have the league’s highest average attendance at 
4,148 over four home games. The Florida Panthers averaged 3,907 fans 
at two home games. The Nashville Predators haven’t announced 
attendance figures, but have had a “couple hundred” fans pay for tickets 
through a lottery system for their past two home games. Predators 
season ticket holders said they were told attendance has been close to 
700 fans per game, but the team has not confirmed that number. 

There are no “sellouts” in 2021, but Dallas, Florida and Arizona are 
averaging just below the max of their limited capacity roughly three 
weeks into the season. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have discussed plans to welcome fans and will 
likely be the sixth team to have paid attendance once they do so later this 
month, potentially on Feb. 5 against the Detroit Red Wings. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 2, 2021 

 

Detroit opened the season with permission to house 250 “guests” at each 
game and that number went up to 500 this past weekend. Those tickets, 
which have been mostly comped, have gone to a combination of players’ 
families and friends, sponsors and long-time season ticket holders. The 
Red Wings didn’t make tickets available to the general public, but some 
did end up on StubHub, most listed at around $100 a ticket. 

The Red Wings have also communicated with season ticket holders that 
they plan to up the attendance as the season progresses, creating more 
opportunities for fans to actually purchase tickets from the team. 

Other NHL teams, like the Minnesota Wild, given permission by their 
local authorities for smaller attendance have also given those unpaid 
tickets to players’ families and friends. 

St. Louis did something similar to start the season, with a capacity of 300 
unpaid guests, before moving to paid attendance. The majority, if not all, 
of Tuesday’s tickets are going to season ticket holders. 

“Following the first four (home) games we met with the city and went over 
different levels of expanded capacity in place,” Blues CEO Chris 
Zimmerman said. “The move to 1,400, which is 7 to 8 percent, is what we 
and the city felt was the right next step.” 

Whether or not a team is hosting fans depends a combination of state, 
city and county regulations, while NHL teams also paid close attention to 
whether their market hosted other sporting events in late 2020. 

Florida and Texas, for example, have hosted major sporting events, 
including the World Series, Rose Bowl and College Football Playoff 
Championship game. 

Hockey games are indoors, so there is a difference, but events like that 
have set a precedent in those markets where it’s become the norm to 
have limited attendance at sporting events. In Dallas, for example, only 
the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks aren’t having ticketed attendance at this 
point among the Metroplex’s professional sports franchises. 

Safety instantly becomes the most important selling point when asking an 
organization about how or why they came to the decision to allow fans. In 
Florida, the Panthers have touted and pointed out the BB&T Center was 
the first NHL building to earn the WELL Health-Safety Rating, an outside 
certification that examines operational policies, cleaning and 
maintenance, design strategies, and emergency preparedness. 

Panthers chief operating officer Sean McCaffrey said the team spent 
close to $75,000 to install plexiglass around the arena and create a safer 
environment around concession stands and other more traditional high-
traffic areas. 

In Arizona, the Coyotes made a decision not to open the upper bowl and 
focus only on the lower bowl and suites. The max capacity is 2,600 for 
the moment, but Arizona is looking into expanded attendance for later in 
the season. Coyotes president Xavier Gutierrez said this is  a decision 
built on both having time to figure out best practices for a larger crowd 
and not forcing larger attendance than would be allowed by local 
restrictions at this point. 

“Our total number approved by state and local officials was close to 
4,300,” Gutierrez said. “But the reality, given social distancing it was 
much lower at 3,500 in total with an open upper bowl open. Since we 
decided to focus on our lower bowl, our suites and premium tickets, that’s 
why we ended up with a max capacity closer to 2,600.” 

Gutierrez added that the Coyotes could have had the larger capacity, but 
it wouldn’t have been smart to push that number at this time with teams 
selling tickets in pods of two and four tickets, while also accounting for 
overall traffic flow in and out of the arena. 

Blues CEO Chris Zimmerman said St. Louis is expanding its staffing to 
accommodate the security and cleaning precautions with fans in the 
building. The Blues are also slow playing a larger crowd as they test best 
practices, starting with the game on Tuesday. 

Testing best practices is also a joint effort. Teams that have hosted fans 
have compared notes, and teams that are considering it are looking at 
what’s worked, and more importantly, what hasn’t in other markets. 

All of the arenas have gone cashless and ditched hard tickets, and each 
has some sort of COVID questionnaire that fans have to fill out before 
entering the building. Several teams have also zip-tied chairs closed so 
that fans have to follow the social distancing rules while in their seats. 

The success of best-laid plans, however, ultimately lies with whether 
those in the building are willing to comply with the rules to mask-up 
whenever not eating or drinking. In Dallas, ushers have the right to eject 
fans if they don’t comply with the mask rule, same goes in Arizona; while 
Florida has adopted a three-strikes-and-you’re-out policy when it comes 
to wearing masks. 

“We all know a hot dog doesn’t take an hour to eat,” McCaffrey said. “A 
lot of fans are policing themselves, but our staff is vigilant of the three-
strike rule. You get warned once, you get warned twice, the third time the 
police come and inform you that your time at the game is over.” 

McCaffrey said there were a “few times” that fans were escorted out at 
the Panthers’ first two home games. 

“You’re fans and season ticket members that have committed to come in 
the building, we owe them that,” McCaffrey said. “Our whole team has 
worked hard, I’m not gonna let one person’s ego ruin other fans that are 
being safe. I’m more worried about the 4,000 fans we have here than one 
person’s political beliefs or whatever the reason is or trying to make a 
statement. In this environment, we don’t have time for that.” 

While each market is different when it comes to policies and procedures, 
each of the teams taking paid attendance, after discussing safety, 
ultimately made the decision about fan engagement and money. 

Fan engagement is the first thing anyone in a decision-making role with 
an NHL team will tell you when asked about having fans in the stands. 
It’s understandable, that’s the more noble answer, and it’s often a good 
catch-all to downplay financially-driven decisions. But financial gain, both 
in the short-term and long-term are intertwined with attendance — 
remember, NHL teams are businesses with a financial bottom line. 

In normal times gate receipts represent a majority of a team’s revenue. 
Having a building 25 percent full isn’t going to cut into massive deficits 
this season, hence the other creative advertisements you’ve seen on 
broadcasts, but teams have been able to zero out what would have been 
a financial loss to host home games in Dallas and Florida. 

“By opening our doors right now, looking at just our event expenses, the 
return gets us to a positive number,” McCaffrey said. “But that’s not 
allocating hockey payroll or full-time employees … but we can at least 
cover our event expenses for this season with this setup.” 

Gutierrez wouldn’t confirm if that’s the case in Arizona on an individual 
game basis, but he was pretty forward that having the building open for 
fans was important to make sure future attendance doesn’t stagnate in 
Arizona. 

“The impact here is big, it’s big across the league,” Gutierrez said. “The 
bottom line is there was no (attendance) number for us because this 
season you aren’t going to bridge the gap. It will have an impact (having 
fans) but it won’t be the impact we would be looking for. For us it really 
was a matter of hockey in Arizona really needs to have that connection. 
… Our focus, core to our business plan, is to go after that Coyote fan in 
waiting and really reach out to non-traditional communities and expand 
the pool of Coyotes fans. It would have been very, very impacted if we 
didn’t try at least to open our doors.” 

Zimmerman had similar thoughts in St. Louis, where he said opening the 
building on Tuesday keeps and maintains some important relationships 
with season ticket holders who have already rolled their ticket costs into 
the 2021-22 season. But he was quick to point out that limited ticket 
revenue is exactly that in its impact — limited. 
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“Bringing some fans in and having some ticketing revenue versus zero 
will reduce some of our losses, but the words break-even are not in the 
vocabulary for this hockey season,” Zimmerman said. “It’s just not part of 
the equation.” 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend power rankings: What’s up with the Rangers 
and Flyers? 

 

By Sean McIndoe Feb 1, 2021  

 

Once you get about three weeks into a season, you’re in a bit of a weird 
zone as far as what you’re learning. Most teams have seen enough 
action that we’re no longer overreacting to every individual game. But it’s 
also early enough that we know that any surprising trends are likely to 
turn out to be noise. You still have to notice them and break them down, 
but you know there’s a good chance it will all come out in the wash, and 
maybe soon. 

So what do you do? Sometimes, you’ve just got to sit back and watch the 
stars shine. 

We got to do that this weekend, as the hockey gods decided to serve up 
some serious Saturday night star power. We got to see three of the 
league’s biggest stars record overtime winners, all within minutes of each 
other. And it was pretty great. 

First up, Alexander Ovechkin in his first game back from the COVID list. 
One against three? Not a problem. 

Not to be outdone, Sidney Crosby capped off a Penguins passing clinic 
to beat the Rangers just moments later. 

Wow, that’s a tough one for the Rangers. Sure hope they stayed cool 
about it. 

And then came Connor McDavid’s winner against the Maple Leafs, which 
was very nice and you can watch it here. But at the risk of messing with 
our sudden death theme, that’s not the McDavid goal we’re going to 
remember from the weekend. Instead, it was this end-to-end rush 
through four Leafs. 

That’s just silly. I’m a Leafs fan, and I can’t even be mad. My favorite part 
is the way Jake Muzzin realizes he’s beaten and makes a valid business 
decision to try to just reach out and grab McDavid on the way by, and 
even that doesn’t work. McDavid is just so much fun, and Sunday night’s 
five-point performance (along with six assists from Leon Draisaitl) was a 
solid encore. 

Hockey is a team game where everyone has a role and the depth guys 
are often the difference between winning and losing. But ultimately, the 
NHL is like the NBA and NFL and every other sports league: It’s better 
when the stars shine brightest. That doesn’t happen often enough in 
hockey, for a variety of reasons. But every now and then, the best find a 
way to breakthrough, and we all get to sit back and watch. That 
happened on Saturday, so let’s forget about wins and losses and 
rankings and just enjoy it, if only for a moment. 

OK, the moment’s over. Let’s get to this week’s rankings. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in 
history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

It won’t be a Dubois/Laine-level blockbuster, but we’ve apparently got 
another trade request involving a former top-five pick. 

Bennett has one assist on the year, his career-high is 36 points and he 
hasn’t even topped 30 since 2016. So yeah, the line won’t exactly wrap 
around the block on this one. Still, there’s a good chance that some team 
out there will feel that a change of scenery could reignite a guy who 
came into the league with high expectations. Let’s see if it happens, and 
how long it might take. 

Spoiler warning: The Flames are not in the week’s top five. 

5. Boston Bruins (5-1-2, +6 true goals differential*)  – Bad news: They 
lost to Zdeno Chara and the Capitals, snapping a four-game win streak. 
Good news: David Pastrnak is back. The good news is more important 
than the bad news. 

4. Washington Capitals (6-0-3, +7) – Nine games in, they’re the only 
team that’s played a full schedule without suffering a regulation loss. 
They’re also starting to get their stars back, with Ovechkin returning on 
Saturday and Evgeny Kuznetsov and Ilya Samsonov expected soon. 
They get the Bruins in a rematch Monday. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (6-3-1, +13) – I’m holding onto my Avs stock, 
especially after three straight wins this week before Sunday night’s OT 
loss. But as Dom pointed out a few days ago, right now it’s the elite guys 
carrying things. That’s fine because most teams would love to have the 
sort of elite talent Colorado does. But even in a short season, at some 
point, we’ll need to see the depth kick in too. If Nathan MacKinnon 
misses any time, some point might be right now. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (5-1-1, +7) – They’re off until at least Friday due 
to COVID protocols, capping off a weird week that saw them face the 
Blues without their coaching staff. It’s hard to say what this early time off 
might do the long-term hopes of teams like the Knights, Stars and 
Hurricanes, especially when we get late in the season and an already 
tired team is losing days off to make up games. For now, I’m not factoring 
it in much. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (4-1-1, +5) – They’re the defending champs and 
the best team in the league on paper, so it’s going to take more than one 
bad week to knock them out of the top spot, especially when they’re still 
facing gaps in the schedule. That said, losing two straight represented 
their first real stumble on the season, and both the Hurricanes and late-
starting Dallas look scary right now. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers – They’re 7-2-1, good for 15 points and a 
share of first in the East. On a points percentage basis, they’re a top 10 
team in the league. Their top five forwards are all scoring at or close to a 
point-per-game pace. Ivan Provorov is getting a ton of ice time and 
seems to be taking another step towards the elite tier. 

All that is good. It’s good, right? 

And yet… if you didn’t know what the standings looked like, you could be 
forgiven for thinking this is a team in crisis. Last year’s leading scorer 
was just a healthy scratch. The coach is calling players out. Recent 
headlines have been about “poor process” and “early problems.” And 
let’s just say that among at least a certain segment of Flyer fans, the 
angst is palpable. 

OK, yes, the angst is always palpable among Flyer fans. But this seems 
like a lot, even for them. So what’s the deal? These guys are good, right? 

Well, maybe not. A lot of the concern about Philadelphia these days 
focuses on shot counts, and yeah, the Flyers are getting pummeled. 
They’ve been outshot in 9-of-10 games, including six where the gap was 
double digits. Some of that has come against good teams like the Bruins 
and Penguins, but they were also outshot 37-22 by the Sabres and 34-17 
by the Devils. 

Not surprisingly, their possession numbers are also ugly. Expected goals 
percentage is too, hovering in the low 40s. It’s not translating to the 
scoreboard because of some strong goaltending performances from 
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Brian Elliott and a sky-high team shooting percentage, and you old-
school PDO fans know how that combo usually ends. 

Add it all up, and the Flyers look like the classic team where the record 
says things are fine, but the warning lights are blinking all across the 
dashboard. The good news is that, unlike most teams who wind up in this 
category, the Flyers seem to understand what’s going on. Instead of 
talking themselves into believing their record and thinking everything is 
fine, they’re trying to figure it out. 

Will they? I don’t hate their odds. Alain Vigneault is a smart coach, and 
it’s worth remembering that they’ve been without arguably their best 
forward in Sean Couturier for the last two weeks. His return isn’t 
imminent, but he’s not expected to be out long-term. Carter Hart’s 
numbers haven’t been great, but if you believe he’ll turn things around 
then that’s another boost. 

And of course, the Flyers are still banking points. In a short season, 
maybe the key is to make sure the inevitable slumps don’t derail your 
place in the standings. The Flyers may not be what their record says they 
are, but record still matters, and they’ll be in decent shape once they get 
this fixed. If they get it fixed. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and trying to 
figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking. 

There’s no nice way to put it, this is kind of frightening. 

Russo has more information here. 

It’s not a reminder that COVID is serious because none of us should 
need that. Hockey fans have already seen postponements in the NHL 
and elsewhere. But it’s worth remembering that this thing can have a 
long-term impact on anyone, including elite athletes, and isn’t just an 
inconvenience that’s messing with the schedule. All the best to Marco 
Rossi as he makes what we all hope will be a full recovery. 

5. Anaheim Ducks (3-5-2, -11)  – The thing with the Ducks is that they’re 
not good, but you’re always a little bit afraid to say that because they 
have John Gibson and he can win games on his own. So whenever a 
weekend comes along that sees him get pulled after allowing three goals 
in two minutes, I’ll take the opportunity to slip them into the bottom five 
with a little more confidence than usual. 

4. San Jose Sharks (3-5-0, -11) – Heading into the season, there were 
probably three things you were hoping for if you thought the Sharks might 
rebound. The first and most obvious was improved goaltending. The 
second was a healthy Erik Karlsson looking like the dominant player they 
thought they were getting two years ago. And the third would be a strong 
showing against the Wild and Coyotes, the teams they’d have to pass to 
get to the last West playoff spot. 

So far, there hasn’t been much reason for optimism, as the Sharks sit 
with just one regulation/overtime win. The goaltending isn’t there, with 
Martin Jones struggling and newcomer Devan Dubnyk only slightly 
better. Karlsson has three points, two of them secondary assists. They’ve 
been OK against the Wild and Coyotes, splitting the four games so far, 
but they’ll need better than that. 

Add it all up, and they’ll slip into the top five for the first time this year, 
replacing a Kings team that picked up a pair of wins this week. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (3-4-3, -4) – They picked up their first win against 
an opponent that wasn’t the Red Wings, with a solid 3-1 decision over 
the Blue Jackets. That’s enough to move them up a spot from last week. 

2. Detroit Red Wings (2-6-2, -15) – Six straight losses have wiped out 
most of the optimism from a decent first week. They are what they are. 

But while we’re at it, let’s mention the team that beat them Sunday. Are 
the Panthers for real? At 5-0-1, they lead the league in winning 
percentage, but as you can see I don’t have them in the top five. Let’s 

give them another week or two before we start putting them ahead of the 
preseason favorites, but they do look good so far. 

1. Ottawa Senators (1-7-1, -22) – For fans, there are two types of hope 
for a rebuilding team. There’s the long-term, where you’re excited about 
the prospects in the system and you trust the plan. And then there’s the 
short-term, where you start to wonder if the team is already better than 
expected and might be able to make a little noise right now. 

Senators fans had both barrels firing after that opening night win over the 
Leafs and a few pesky performances in defeat, but it’s fair to say that 
after eight straight losses, a disastrous week in Vancouver, and Sunday’s 
gong show in Edmonton, the short-term shine has worn off this team. 
The future still looks bright, but right now, they’re pretty bad. Bad enough 
to bump the Wings out of top spot in the bottom five. 

Not ranked: New York Rangers – I’m not putting them in the bottom five 
this week but it’s starting to feel a little inevitable, right? 

A season that started with plenty of optimism is going off the rails early. 
The playoffs were always going to be a tough ask for a young team in a 
stacked division, but they didn’t feel out of the question, and at the very 
least the Rangers were supposed to hang around the race. Instead, 
they’re already five points back, with just one regulation win on the year. 

Both young goalies are sitting under .900. First-overall pick Alexis 
Lafrenière has one point. Last year’s breakout star, Mika Zibanejad, can’t 
seem to get going. And now Tony DeAngelo is on waivers after a 
reported postgame altercation with Alexandar Georgiev, which 
presumably means his ticket out of town has been punched. 

It’s a bit of a mess. But like with the Flyers, sometimes the record doesn’t 
tell the whole story. The underlying numbers suggest that the Rangers 
have been OK – not great, maybe not even good, but OK. Artemi Panarin 
looks fantastic, as usual. It’s OK for young goalies and teenaged draft 
picks to have the occasional wobble. And this is still a team on the rise, 
one with plenty of talent in place. They haven’t quite put it all together 
yet, but that should come. And if DeAngelo was as big a problem as it 
sounds like he was, addition by subtraction should kick in once he’s 
gone. 

The question now is whether it comes soon, or whether this year turns 
into one of those write-off seasons that a rebuilding team sometimes run 
into. If it’s the latter, they’ll be in the bottom five soon. Just not quite yet. 
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The Athletic / NHL arena rankings: The best and worst places to see a 
game, as rated by fans 

 

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers Feb 1, 2021  

 

The age of the dump — the gloriously dated bandbox with cramped 
corridors and broken seats and square, low-def scoreboards and the 
deafening volume that can only come from cramming 17,000 people into 
an absolute fire hazard of a rink — is pretty much over in the NHL. Only 
three league arenas are more than 27 years old. One of them is Madison 
Square Garden, which has been renovated and modernized and is still 
an absolute jewel. The other two are Calgary’s Saddledome (opened in 
1983) and New York’s Nassau Coliseum (1967), neither of which is long 
for this world. Or, at least, this league. 

Meanwhile, Anaheim finally upgraded its ancient scoreboard recently. St. 
Louis got a makeover ahead of last year’s All-Star Game. Edmonton’s 
dump-tacular Rexall Place was replaced by the gleaming Rogers Place. 
The pungent smell of stale beer and urine that was so indelible at Joe 
Louis Arena was replaced by the magnificent Little Caesars Arena. 
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But not all arenas are created equal. Far from it. So with fans reminiscing 
about being back in the building for hockey, and looking forward to 
returning, we thought it’d be fun to have them rate their own rinks. More 
than 10,000 of you took the time to rate your favorite arena(s) in a variety 
of categories — atmosphere, sight lines (we miss you, Barclays Center), 
food options, convenience (public transit options, ease of parking-lot 
exits, etc.), location, appearance, and unique touches (cannons, Tesla 
coils, statues, anthem traditions, etc.). 

We crunched the numbers, picked out the best comments, and put this 
list together. Some fan bases were harder on their rinks than others, and 
those of us who’ve been in all 31 buildings might find a few of these 
numbers borderline delusional. Then there’s everyone in Ottawa, who 
really, really, really hates the very far away Canadian Tire Centre. 

Here’s the list, starting with the best, which unsurprisingly is one of the 
two newest. (The full chart, sortable by each category, is at the bottom.) 

1. Vegas (T-Mobile Arena): 9.3/10 

Atmosphere: 9.82 (1st) 

Sight lines: 9.51 (1st) 

Food options: 8.47 (2nd) 

Convenience: 8.46 (3rd) 

Location: 9.79 (1st) 

Appearance: 9.6 (1st) 

Unique touches: 9.5 (1st) 

“It’s Vegas, enough said.” 

“There’s never a dull moment. Some teams basically turn on the lights 
and drop the puck (Arizona, I’m looking at you), which I’m sure is great 
for the purest fans, but doesn’t really turn the game into an event.” 

“We go to a hockey game and a KNIGHT club breaks out!” 

“T-Mobile is brand spankin’ new, so it’s no surprise to me that it’s state-
of-the-art in most areas. Parking is a nightmare, but it’s Vegas, what do 
you expect?” 

“One of the smartest things the design team did with this arena was to 
keep the seating under 18,000. It allows for amazing sight lines. There is 
not a single bad seat in the house. The game-day experience, while way 
over the top, is second to none.” 

2. Montreal (Bell Centre): 8.88/10 

Atmosphere: 9.64 (2nd) 

Sight lines: 9.17 (4th) 

Food options: 7.78 (8th) 

Convenience: 8.29 (5th) 

Location: 9.46 (3rd) 

Appearance: 8.5 (12th) 

Unique touches: 9.35 (2nd) 

“The hot dogs alone make it No. 1 in the league.” 

“Because if hockey is religion in Canada, then Montreal is Rome and The 
Bell Centre is the Sistine Chapel.” 

“Impossible to find parking around the BC. Parking inside is $$$. Price of 
food and drink is absurd, although likely on par with MSG, Scotiabank 
Arena, etc. Hallways are cramped. In-game presentation is OK. And yet 
with all that said, there’s likely no better place to watch a hockey game 
than in Montreal, just based on tradition alone.” 

“There is an aura of the Bell Centre. There isn’t a bad seat in the house. 
Look up and the rafters tell the story. Grab a chien chaud, a hot dog with 

history. You can walk to the Bell Centre after a great pre-game meal from 
Drummond, Peele, Ste. Catherine. The STM is here. It has character. If I 
could rate it higher, I would.” 

“For a 25-year-old building, it’s aged very well. Still some of the best sight 
lines in hockey, an atmosphere that is unmatched while still showing the 
right amount of respect to the team’s history.” 

3. Nashville (Bridgestone Arena): 8.82/10 

Atmosphere: 9.46 (4th) 

Sight lines: 8.95 (10th) 

Food options: 8.0 (6th) 

Convenience: 7.85 (14th) 

Location: 9.79 (2nd) 

Appearance: 8.88 (7th) 

Unique touches: 8.83 (4th) 

“Great location, walk outside the building into a giant party!” 

“Atmosphere is amazing. There’s no better location than on Broadway. 
There’s not a bad seat in there. Parking is easy. Intermission bands are 
great. I love everything about Bridgestone, except the cramped, narrow 
seats.” 

“It is ALWAYS too loud. I love the performances from local artists and 
their connection to the team, and Gnash is awesome, but please can I 
leave without losing my hearing!”‘ 

“Bridgestone Arena brings everything you want to have in an entertaining 
night out from the product on the ice to the musical artists and awesome 
production team. One of the loudest buildings in the NHL when the 
Predators are rolling. They keep the fans engaged from the moment you 
enter to the walk over to Broadway to finish your night. Nashville did it 
right!” 

“Nashville has blended the live music culture with a splash of SEC 
football to create a special environment. Anyone else that put their home 
stadium location as a 10 should be required to come to a game in 
Nashville.” 

4. Tampa Bay (Amalie Arena): 8.73/10 

Atmosphere: 9.29 (5th) 

Sight lines: 9.16 (5th) 

Food options: 8.14 (3rd) 

Convenience: 7.98 (10th) 

Location: 8.17 (13th) 

Appearance: 9.24 (2nd) 

Unique touches: 9.08 (3rd) 

“We have Tesla coils in the building. We literally have lightning inside the 
arena. The Panthers can’t even get fans in their arena.” 

“Every update has been well done. Comfortable with perfect sight lines. 
Tesla coils and organs are great. Area in downtown Tampa used to be a 
dead zone but has gotten much better and is continuing to improve due 
to investments by the owner” 

“I love the outdoor beer garden on the third level. Tesla coils are 
obviously very cool. The place gets invaded by road fans way too often to 
have that home feel that most northern franchises enjoy. However, 
having two fan bases provides tons of energy to the arena.” 

“Great experience to tailgate outside in 70-plus degree sunshine then go 
inside a beautiful arena that seems open and spacious and watch great 
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hockey. I find many of the fans are snowbirds from Canada, so the crowd 
is friendly and knowledgeable which enhances the experience.” 

“Amelie’s not especially easy to get to, perched at the end of a Tampa 
peninsula, with the best public transit being an 11 stop streetcar. But 
once there, it’s a decent hockey destination, with wide concourses, 
unique chow (Mr. Empanada is my first food stop), and an upbeat sellout 
crowd watching a successful team.” 

5. Minnesota (Xcel Energy Center): 8.57/10 

Atmosphere: 8.58 (10th) 

Sight lines: 9.48 (2nd) 

Food options: 7.9 (7th) 

Convenience: 7.94 (12th) 

Location: 8.67 (9th) 

Appearance: 9.11 (4th) 

Unique touches: 8.29 (7th) 

“Watching a game at the X makes you feel like you are watching a game 
in a log cabin with 18,000 others.” 

“Mini doughnut smell in the arena was not a question?” 

“The X is all hockey all the time from the minute you walk in the door until 
you leave. It’s all hockey, NHL, college, high school, the jerseys, the 
reverence for history. It’s a hockey cathedral.” 

“Xcel Energy Center is filled with fans who understand and love the 
game, but don’t make much noise. The arena ops makes this worse as 
the jumbotron is used for commercials more than anything that would 
motivate a fan. The live organist is fun and nostalgic, but does nothing to 
create a desirable atmosphere like you might see elsewhere.” 

“Xcel Energy Center is a beautiful arena. The parking around it can be 
tough to come by and expensive. The game traffic is also hefty. 
Knowledgeable and enthusiastic crowd. Now let’s just hope the on ice 
product can get something done and the X can host a Cup final game.” 

6. N.Y. Rangers (Madison Square Garden): 8.56/10 

Atmosphere: 8.54 (11th) 

Sight lines: 8.31 (26th) 

Food options: 8.12 (4th) 

Convenience: 8.78 (1st) 

Location: 9.27 (4th) 

Appearance: 8.73 (8th) 

Unique touches: 8.13 (9th) 

“The world’s most famous arena. It’s true.” 

“It’s hard to find complaints about MSG that don’t revolve around price. 
Those are valid complaints to die-hard fans; ticket prices and 
concessions are painfully high. The building itself, it’s Madison Square 
Garden. Everyone owes it to themselves to pay the price at least once.” 

“The latest renovation of MSG killed the acoustics in the building, and 
basically turned the place into a lounge. What used to be a loud, 
intimidating crowd that buzzed from the anthem to the buzzer is now a 
tomb.” 

“The Garden is magic, you can feel the ghosts. Might not be the nicest 
building but it has an aura.” 

“Sitting on top of a major transportation hub in the middle of a city 
surrounded by eating and drinking options makes for a pretty good 
location. Atmosphere CAN be great but too often is lacking.” 

7. Columbus (Nationwide Arena): 8.54/10 

Atmosphere: 8.28 (16th) 

Sight lines: 9.15 (6th) 

Food options: 7.41 (14th) 

Convenience: 8.45 (4th) 

Location: 9.0 (6th) 

Appearance: 8.93 (6th) 

Unique touches: 8.56 (5th) 

“Nationwide’s 20 years old, but you’d never know it looking around the 
interior, as it looks like it could be brand new. Comfortable feel, seating, 
no bad sight lines anywhere and, when it’s on, it’s ON.” 

“Nationwide needs more cannons, less $14 Labatts. Otherwise, it is hard 
to imagine a better overall indoor arena experience.” 

“The idea that the cannon annoys visiting teams and fans as much as it 
does makes it all the better.” 

“Love the cannon, hate the chili chant.” 

“In-arena entertainment and promos MUST be updated. The game 
presentation is beyond stale. Cheesy at this point. Only Leo and the 
cannon really work. Arena itself is beautiful, sight lines tough to beat and 
location is fabulous.” 

8. Edmonton (Rogers Place): 8.2/10 

Atmosphere: 7.64 (20th) 

Sight lines: 9.05 (9th) 

Food options: 7.3 (16th) 

Convenience: 8.15 (8th) 

Location: 8.59 (11th) 

Appearance: 9.13 (3rd) 

Unique touches: 7.55 (14th) 

“Physically, the arena is tremendous. Great sound, great sights, easy 
access to beer. The issue is all of the production. They leave all of the 
excitement creation to the fans, and that doesn’t always work. 
Sometimes it’s as silent as no fans.” 

“Rogers Place is the perfect modern arena. It is shiny and new but lacks 
character or soul. There are no major glaring issues with it. The location 
is great, right in the heart of downtown, off of 104 St which has some nice 
little bars and eateries. Accessibility is fine, sight lines are good. It’s just 
missing … something.” 

“Modern but lacks the intimacy and noise that Rexall used to provide. 
Interior is bland compared to other new arenas such as Little Caesars in 
Detroit.” 

“Arena accessibility is amazing! The arena is connected to a subway 
station, and it was clearly designed for the majority of visitors to use that 
subway connection. It’s also in a nice central location in the city, which 
makes it easy to get to no matter where you live in the city. Only 
complaint is that it can be difficult to drive there, especially when there’s 
a game, due to the narrowness of the streets in Edmonton’s downtown, 
but that’s not really the arena’s fault. Because of the arena’s location 
within the downtown core, there are numerous options for food and drink 
in close proximity to the arena.” 

“Obviously one of the newer arenas in the league, so it gets major points 
for having all the nice, modern touches. Plenty of food and beverage 
options, enough bathrooms, etc. Seats are a bit tight, though. And it’s 
definitely missing some unique touches that Rexall Place had.” 
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9. Detroit (Little Caesars Arena): 8.14 

Atmosphere: 7.15 (23rd) 

Sight lines: 8.81 (14th) 

Food options: 8.49 (1st) 

Convenience: 7.44 (19th) 

Location: 7.82 (16th) 

Appearance: 9.05 (5th) 

Unique touches: 8.18 (8th) 

“While many fans seemingly entered a stage of mourning when the team 
left the Joe, I was stoked. The LCA is a state-of-the-art entertainment 
venue and a great for children, adults (bars and drink options), and those 
needing accessibility options to access and experience the game. I’ve 
been to over 40 arenas and stadiums in pro sports and the LCA and 
Truist Park (Atlanta Braves) rank above the rest on this all-around 
criteria.” 

“Replacing the atmosphere of The Joe is hard, but I think the LCA is on 
its way to getting to that point once the Red Wings develop a better team 
that will draw the crowds.” 

“LCA has been such an unfortunate stadium so far in its early days. 
Having a terrible team sure doesn’t help, but I think the rankings I had 
are brutally honest. The parking options are OK, but they charge $35-
plus and even more if you’re parking at the arena. The food options are 
meh. I mean of course you have to have Little Caesars, but at double or 
triple the price. The restaurants that were built on the outside are good, 
so that makes up for the lack of options inside the arena. I think the most 
crippling thing LCA lacks are the hotel options close to the arena.” 

“LCA is a beautiful building, despite its cheesy name. The atmosphere 
will never replace the Joe, but hopefully it comes close once the team is 
competitive again. The goal horn sucks, along with some bad music 
selections in game. Having an organist is a cool touch, though. If the 
Ilitch family follows through on their long-delayed promises of 
development around the arena, it could be a really special place in the 
city when the team returns to contention.” 

“Sight lines knocked because you can’t see the main scoreboard from 
behind gondolas in the nosebleeds. Suites are amazing. They put the 
bathrooms right across the hall to dramatically improve sight lines and 
space in each.” 

Little Caesars Arena. (Tim Fuller / USA Today) 

10. Dallas (American Airlines Center): 8.07 

Atmosphere: 8.33 (15th) 

Sight lines: 8.85 (13th) 

Food options: 7.23 (17th) 

Convenience: 7.97 (11th) 

Location: 7.99 (15th) 

Appearance: 8.57 (10th) 

Unique touches: 7.52 (15th) 

“You haven’t been to a Stars game without Pantera’s Puck Off blasting 
through the arena after a goal.” 

“Stars have a non-traditional presentation, but it makes things exciting 
without detracting from the game.” 

“The only thing holding the arena back is the cavernous ceiling. It can get 
loud in there, but it truly takes everyone. Also, Dallas is a city of 
transplants, meaning road teams fans are plentiful versus the Chicagos 
and Detroits of the world. Game presentation, video, music and fan 

engagement are second to none in my opinion. Dallas is switching DJs 
this year though so that may impact things. Grubes is a legend and will 
be sorely missed.” 

“The Stars’ in-game presentation is absolutely fantastic, always 
something clever and lighthearted to mock the opposing team and any 
visiting fans. Dallas doesn’t have the best public transit and surrounding 
parking areas are quickly being developed into high-rise apartments. 
Despite turning 20 this year, the building still looks very good inside and 
out.” 

“Basic but a good basic. Nothing too flashy but they do great with what 
they’ve got.” 

11. San Jose (SAP Center): 7.98 

Atmosphere: 8.64 (9th) 

Sight lines: 8.66 (17th) 

Food options: 7.54 (12th) 

Convenience: 7.89 (13th) 

Location: 7.78 (17th) 

Appearance: 7.59 (20th) 

Unique touches: 7.74 (11th) 

“For a building that is now almost 30 years old, it still has excellent 
acoustics and can get very loud. There are so many traditions that make 
the Shark Tank such a special place: the chomp on the power play, the 
sing-songy “Let’s Go Shaaaaarks” that echoes as SJ Sharkie bangs his 
drum, entering through the giant Shark head to Metallica’s Seek and 
Destroy.” 

“There is an understated simplicity to the design of The Tank. While it 
boasts a dated ‘high-tech’ architectural style, it withstands the test of time 
within the context of Silicon Valley. More than that though, I appreciate 
the intimacy of the seating bowl. There are no frills and outlandish fan 
experience flourishes that detract from your direct connection with the 
competition on the ice. It has a communal rather than corporate feel 
when compared to another familiar venue to me, Staples Center.” 

“Needs some renovations, but love the atmosphere when team is 
competitive.” 

“It’s an old barn and not always full, but once it gets to playoff time, 
there’s a reason why the Sharks have held such strong home-ice 
advantages over the past two decades.” 

“Bay Area traffic and parking is a joke and getting to SAP Center via ride-
sharing is a nightmare, but despite the SAP Center being one of the older 
buildings in the league, I’m really happy with the experience.” 

12. Los Angeles (Staples Center): 7.96 

Atmosphere: 7.9 (18th) 

Sight lines: 8.49 (23rd) 

Food options: 7.39 (15th) 

Convenience: 7.04 (27th) 

Location: 8.68 (8th) 

Appearance: 8.51 (11th) 

Unique touches: 7.72 (12th) 

“Staples Center seems like it should be a lot nicer than it is. The outside 
and LA Live area is a nice place to gather before a game. The immediate 
atrium when you enter the arena is promising … and then it all falls apart. 
The concourse is nothing but empty concrete halls. There are barely any 
food concessions except for the odd McDonald’s stall. It just feels very 
underwhelming for what a world-class city like LA should offer.” 
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“The tale of two cities: the lower bowl and suite have great sight lines 
while the upper deck requires better vision than Top Gun.” 

“Staples Center is a pretty good place to watch a hockey game. Nothing 
to complain about infrastructure-wise and fans, despite LA’s reputation, 
are fairly knowledgeable and passionate. At the same time, there’s 
nothing truly iconic or unique about games at Staples. It’s just where they 
play hockey, if that makes sense. 

“Comfortable seats with extensive leg room. Staples leg room stands 
out.” 

“Traffic is always bad getting to and leaving downtown. There are a lot of 
food options, just none of them are any good.” 

13. Washington (Capital One Arena): 7.92 

Atmosphere: 8.66 (8th) 

Sight lines: 8.48 (24th) 

Food options: 6.54 (26th) 

Convenience: 8.54 (2nd) 

Location: 9.11 (5th) 

Appearance: 7.61 (19th) 

Unique touches: 6.45 (21st) 

“I love the Cap, but there is no unique food option unless you count 
Chick-fil-A.” 

“The Capital One/Verizon/MCI is older and a little outdated. ‘Leaners’ in 
the upper section obstruct view. BUT, you can’t beat the downtown 
location. There’s a Metro stop IN the building, walkable bars everywhere, 
and pay parking not too far away. Atmosphere is ELECTRIC.” 

“I love the atmosphere of the arena, I’m just disappointed with the arena. 
They just did a massive renovation and I don’t feel like I’m benefitting 
from any of it. The bathrooms are still gross. The food options are still 
bland and expensive and served on a concourse that bottlenecks terribly. 
The seats got smaller and the leg room worse. Don’t even get me started 
on the ‘cup holders.'” 

“Capital One is always rocking, plus ‘Unleash the Fury’ is a great arena 
tradition.” 

“Capital One Arena has an electric atmosphere, although it has quieted 
down slightly in recent years, and incredible sight lines. It is easy to get 
to, walking distance to a ton of bars and restaurants, there is a sports 
book attached to it, as well as decent food and drinks options.” 

14. Chicago (United Center): 7.82 

Atmosphere: 8.95 (6th) 

Sight lines: 8.63 (19th) 

Food options: 7.73 (10th) 

Convenience: 7.19 (23rd) 

Location: 5.7 (26th) 

Appearance: 8.01 (15th) 

Unique touches: 8.55 (6th) 

“Two words: The anthem.” 

“The United Center is top-notch. The new lighting and scoreboard are 
phenomenal. What do we have to do to get cup-holders though? Also, 
the surrounding area could use some work. Maybe a bar or two? Other 
than that, the UC is a great second home.” 

“Love the United Center, wish it was easier to get to. It can be a pain to 
get out of the lots sometimes. The food at the UC is top notch. 

Atmosphere is amazing. The anthem is great, just wish our fans would 
respect other teams and not do it on the road.” 

“The UC is one of the best sports experiences in the world. The roar of 
the crowd during the anthem is one of the greatest traditions in all of 
sports, and the building is always full regardless of whether the Hawks 
are doing well or not. And where else can you celebrate a goal with the 
song that’s driven every other team in the league crazy over the past 10 
years?” 

“The national anthem is enough to give you chills. I may be biased but 
I’ve never loved something as much as the UC. Granted there is not 
much to do around the stadium. Poor location, great arena.” 

15. St. Louis (Enterprise Center): 7.82 

Atmosphere: 8.51 (12th) 

Sight lines: 8.9 (12th) 

Food options: 7.7 (11th) 

Convenience: 7.24 (22nd) 

Location: 6.13 (24th) 

Appearance: 8.13 (14th) 

Unique touches: 8.12 (10th) 

“It has gotten WAY better over the last couple of years. Improvements 
have been noticed and are much appreciated. Wouldn’t throw it on a list 
of ‘Must-Visit NHL Barns’ but it has turned into a nice place to watch 
Blues games. Cannot sing enough praise for the ownership group and 
their commitment to the team, facilities and community.” 

“Towel Guy is a treasure in St. Louis.” 

“Enterprise is in an interesting location. How a lot of people get to and 
leave the games is on shuttles that bars or restaurants in nearby Soulard 
provide patrons. It would be nice to be able to leave the stadium and 
have some places right outside, but some of my favorite memories during 
the Blues’ Stanley Cup run were on shuttle rides back after games.” 

“I haven’t been to a Blues game that I didn’t absolutely enjoy. The new 
upgrades and that massive scoreboard above center ice just makes 
things that much better.” 

“Wish it wasn’t downtown.” 

16. Pittsburgh (PPG Paints Arena): 7.8 

Atmosphere: 7.54 (21st) 

Sight lines: 9.08 (8th) 

Food options: 8.0 (5th) 

Convenience: 7.06 (25th) 

Location: 6.85 (20th) 

Appearance: 8.62 (9th) 

Unique touches: 7.47 (16th) 

“PPG is a relatively new building, so the sight lines and amenities are 
above average. Unfortunately, this also eliminates character and 
uniqueness.” 

“The house that Mario built! There’s truly not a bad seat in the arena. 
Parking isn’t ideal, but where is it ideal?” 

“Penguins games just simply aren’t unique enough. There is nothing 
really special that other teams have. It’s just a run-of-the-mill hockey 
game.” 

“Tough to distinguish the newer arenas from one another, not much in 
the way of atmosphere, but the sight lines are the best. Not a bad seat in 
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the place, can still see the ice from the bars, concourses, lines for food — 
can’t beat that.” 

PPG Paints Arena. (Philip G. Pavely / USA Today) 

17. New Jersey (Prudential Center): 7.78 

Atmosphere: 7.47 (22nd) 

Sight lines: 9.09 (7th) 

Food options: 7.51 (13th) 

Convenience: 8.14 (9th) 

Location: 6.2 (23rd) 

Appearance: 8.47 (13th) 

Unique touches: 7.6 (13th) 

“The second you pass through the threshold and into The Rock you get 
goosebumps that last the whole night. You could be 20 years old or 60 
years old, that feeling will never go away.” 

“Prudential Center is great because it’s near Newark Penn Station, but 
the parking is atrocious. Food options — hello, Ironbound District — are 
fantastic, but not exactly near the arena. Atmosphere is stale. Corporate 
seats are usually empty, and the upper deck is overpriced.” 

“The Prudential Center is a great arena, but the building often feels dead. 
Probably because the Devils are often losing 5-2.” 

“We eat chicken fingers every home game, but the entire first concourse 
smells like chicken fingers.” 

“The Rock is an East Coast gem, a few blocks from the train station, with 
good sight lines, wide concourses, cheerful fans and upbeat gameday 
music and presentation. It’s my first choice NHL destination from hockey-
free Baltimore.” 

18. Winnipeg (Bell MTS Place): 7.74 

Atmosphere: 8.89 (7th) 

Sight lines: 8.95 (11th) 

Food options: 6.64 (24th) 

Convenience: 7.53 (18th) 

Location: 8.02 (14th) 

Appearance: 7.74 (17th) 

Unique touches: 6.44 (22nd) 

“No other arena in the league are you so close to the action, and every 
fan is on the edge of their seat all game.” 

“There are few traditions in the league that can rival the playoff whiteout. 
We seem to be progressing past the initial honeymoon phase of the Jets’ 
return to the city where perhaps the atmosphere of a weeknight game 
against a random opponent can fall a bit flat (but) a Saturday night game 
against the Leafs is still as loud as any building I’ve been in.” 

“The lack of bells and whistles at Bell MTS Place, due to its hey-we’re-
just-happy-to-have-NHL-back attitude, started to become quite noticeable 
a number of seasons ago. The resale market for tickets has been soft in 
Winnipeg since the 2015-16 season and the ho-hum experience of going 
to a Jets game certainly contributes to that.” 

“As one of the smallest arenas in the league, Bell MTS Place has great 
sight lines — even the upper level is not that high — and the acoustics 
reverberate the vociferous fans. In terms of location, you can’t beat a 
downtown arena that is directly on a dedicated public transit route and 
adjacent to dozens of restaurants and bars. Anyone who complains 
about the ease of getting to and from games has to be an entitled 
suburbanite who is ‘too good’ to take the bus.” 

“In 10 years of the Jets, the in-game experience has not really changed 
which I think means the organization is getting complacent. The fans are 
great, though getting quieter than they had been at the peak. I think 
lowering the costs, getting more diehards in the building, and improving 
the in-game experience would maybe bring some passion back.” 

19. Philadelphia (Wells Fargo Center): 7.7 

Atmosphere: 8.47 (13th) 

Sight lines: 8.58 (20th) 

Food options: 7.76 (9th) 

Convenience: 7.8 (15th) 

Location: 6.28 (22nd) 

Appearance: 7.57 (21st) 

Unique touches: 7.46 (17th) 

“The recent renovations to the Wells Fargo Center took things from 
‘indifferent’ to ‘love’ the arena. While the ‘bowl’ did not change, other than 
new seats, the concourses went from tight crowded spaces and average 
to below-average concessions to lots of open space and places to eat 
and mingle, and terrific concessions with a huge variety of options. 
Adding huge windows to both ends also adds to the experience with a 
beautiful view of the city on the north end. The new scoreboard is also 
amazing. Like having a brand new arena.” 

“Gritty! Also really, really great vegetarian and vegan food options. The 
vegan cheesesteak is great. Also, Gritty.” 

“It’s been a great building for years and is only getting better with the 
updates being made. Flyers fans have always been one of the best fan 
bases in the league.” 

“Ugh, just ugh. The Philadelphia sports (precinct) has never been fun to 
get to, and when you get there, you’ve got an over-wide bowl with almost 
every seat miles from the ice, and aggressive gameday music and video 
mix which inspires Philadelphia fans to be as obnoxious as their 
reputation. At least there’s Gritty.” 

“It doesn’t have a neighborhood feel at all, so it gets a low score on 
bars/restaurants. I don’t think it is that important. On weekdays, I just 
want to go and get out easy. Also, Gritty.” 

20. Boston (TD Garden): 7.63 

Atmosphere: 8.28 (17th) 

Sight lines: 8.29 (27th) 

Food options: 6.6 (25th) 

Convenience: 7.09 (24th) 

Location: 8.64 (10th) 

Appearance: 7.53 (22nd) 

Unique touches: 6.96 (18th) 

“It ain’t the old Gahden, but it does the job.” 

“There is no option about the seats. The new seats are so small, nothing 
else matters, going to a Bruins game sucks.” 

“TD Garden is a perfectly adequate building for hockey. If you remove 
the team, its history, and the tribal intensity of its fanbase, it would be just 
another arena. When it comes to accessibility, it’s half-10, half-0, 
because one of the public transit options will drop you off literally beneath 
the ice surface, and the subway stops right across the street, but you’re 
absolutely out of your mind if you want to drive in and park there. There 
is no bad seat in the house as far as sight lines, which is a big plus. I 
gave it a 4 in ‘unique touches’ in honor of Bobby Orr, whose flying statue 
sits outside the doors, but also because other than Bobby and the many, 
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many banners both the Bruins and Celtics have accrued, there’s nothing 
super special about the building itself.” 

“Great arena with plenty of nostalgic touches. Good food and drink.  Not 
cheap, but nothing in the area is.  Made some nice upgrades recently. 
Would get 10 for area bars if The Fours hadn’t closed.” 

“While the Jacobs have improved many aspects of the Garden, losing 
The Fours automatically knocks an already marginal bar scene down a 
notch. The arena does a nice job with the in game stuff, but it’s not all 
that dissimilar from what I’ve seen in other places. The Garden has a 
solid showing, but there’s nothing really exceptional there. They make 
good use of the Bruins history, which is a solid move.” 

21. Vancouver (Rogers Arena): 7.52 

Atmosphere: 6.53 (25th) 

Sight lines: 8.71 (15th) 

Food options: 7.19 (18th) 

Convenience: 8.19 (6th) 

Location: 8.5 (12th) 

Appearance: 7.24 (25th) 

Unique touches: 6.25 (24th) 

“Rogers Arena is a perfectly fine venue to watch a hockey game. It won’t 
blow you away, but it won’t disappoint, either. Easy access to transit, 
restaurant and bars. The sight lines are good and the lower concourse 
has plenty of food and beverage options.” 

“The worst part of being a Canucks fan is actually being in the arena. It 
sucks so bad in there. So boring.” 

“Rogers Arena is now one of the oldest in the league. Due to its prime 
location it is unlikely that they would ever tear it down and build new, so 
renovations are likely the way the team will go. The concourses in 
particular are waaaay too small and suffer from overcrowding during 
intermissions. Food options are also not very good.” 

“Rogers Arena is a library. If you shout too loud, you get kicked out. If 
you try and start a chant and get people fired up, you get kicked out. The 
only time you’re allowed to scream is when the goal horn goes off. That’s 
it.” 

“Exterior a little outdated and not a lot of propaganda, everything else is 
top notch.” 

22. Colorado (Ball Arena): 7.44 

Atmosphere: 7.65 (19th) 

Sight lines: 8.58 (21st) 

Food options: 6.52 (27th) 

Convenience: 7.76 (16th) 

Location: 7.44 (18th) 

Appearance: 7.81 (16th) 

Unique touches: 6.3 (23rd) 

“Ball Arena is just a standard arena. Nothing flashy, nothing exciting. 
Definitely not the worst, but far from the best.” 

“Kind of bummed it’s not called the Pepsi Center anymore, but I’ve sat on 
the glass, behind the bench and up in the nosebleeds and I truly believe 
there isn’t a bad seat in the house. No obstructions, can see all of the ice, 
can see the video board wherever you are seated.” 

“Despite being a diehard Avs fan, I’m pretty indifferent to Ball Arena. It 
lacks the personal touches and showmanship of some other arenas I’ve 
visited, and the game-time traditions for the Avs just aren’t there.” 

“Good beer selection, but the food isn’t the best. I think Pepsi Center (or 
Ball, whatever it’s called now) is well made and nice, but has nothing 
unique or so much better to make it stand out. An overall good 
experience, but lacking in personality.” 

“Solid arena, easy to navigate, non-club level food sucks, great sight 
lines from lower level to the last row in the back. Playoff atmosphere is 
awesome, but in-season games against the Detroits and Chicagos can 
be annoying with all the outside fans. A little far from the downtown 
restaurants and I would never park in the arena lots, it’s much easier to 
park in the 7th street garage on Auraria campus and pay the school $6 
and not deal with lines to get out.” 

23. Toronto (Scotiabank Arena): 7.43 

Atmosphere: 5.71 (28th) 

Sight lines: 8.13 (29th) 

Food options: 7.0 (20th) 

Convenience: 8.18 (7th) 

Location: 8.97 (7th) 

Appearance: 7.47 (23rd) 

Unique touches: 6.56 (20th) 

“The biggest thing that will be brought up with Scotiabank Arena in 
Toronto is the atmosphere — or lack thereof. I have found that there are 
‘two arenas’: upper bowl and lower bowl. I have had some amazing times 
in the 300s replete with ‘Go Leafs Go’ chants, high fives, and fans 
interacting with each other. Simultaneously, the lower bowl is a ghost 
town.” 

“They had an opportunity to create a real hockey mecca, a stone’s throw 
away from the Hockey Hall of Fame. They gave us an uninspired box. 
Never mind the new philosophies of the ultra-modern stadiums of today. 
The ACC was bland, even for its time.” 

“Scotiabank Arena gets a bad rap, I think, because the Leafs play there, 
but it’s actually a really great building, and surprisingly intimate given its 
capacity. The most glaring issue is the partial view seats behind the nets: 
the building was designed for basketball, not for hockey, and if you’re 
sitting too close to the luxury boxes behind the goals you can’t see the 
near net – at all. They’re absolutely abysmal seats. Beyond that, the 300 
level concourse gets a bit too cozy during intermissions, but SBA is one 
of the most incredibly accessible venues I’ve ever been to,  and I’ve been 
to a lot. It’ll be even better once the tunnel to Union Station’s fully 
functional.” 

“It is still a very generic place. Everything is good, very little is 
exceptional.” 

“Too many suits, terrible choice of beer, no craft selection at all, but 
probably one of the best locations in the entire league. Second team in 
the city when?” 

24. Carolina (PNC Arena): 7.09 

Atmosphere: 8.38 (14th) 

Sight lines: 8.7 (16th) 

Food options: 7.01 (19th) 

Convenience: 7.33 (21st) 

Location: 4.06 (30th) 

Appearance: 7.24 (26th) 

Unique touches: 6.89 (19th) 

“You’ve heard it a 1,000 times, but tailgating before a Canes game is life 
changing.” 
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“Regular season is admittedly pretty average. Playoffs, it’s one of the 
best sporting atmospheres I have ever been to.” 

“PNC Arena is fine, not exemplary, but fine. As far as the practical 
matters are considered, the only major weak point is location. There are 
very few options for restaurants/bars/hotels in the immediate area. Public 
transit is basically nonexistent at the arena, too. Inside you won’t find a 
ton of nostalgia or memorabilia, but you will find decent food options and 
an excellent selection of beer. The arena is spacious and relatively easy 
to navigate. It has good sight lines and the game presentation is solid, 
and has only improved in the last few years. It’s not perfect, but it works 
well.” 

“PNC Arena is over 20 years old and it shows. Despite the great new 
video board and other enhancements, a major overhaul is needed. While 
its location is convenient to many of the cities in the Triangle, the lack of 
bars and restaurants in the area is a major drawback.” 

“Acres of tailgate-friendly parking and mere minutes to exit straight out to 
the interstate? Awesome! Almost makes up for the fact it’s 5 miles from 
… anything else worth visiting.” 

25. Anaheim (Honda Center): 6.95 

Atmosphere: 6.14 (26th) 

Sight lines: 8.66 (18th) 

Food options: 6.93 (21st) 

Convenience: 7.68 (17th) 

Location: 5.88 (25th) 

Appearance: 7.62 (18th) 

Unique touches: 5.76 (27th) 

“It feels like a small-market arena that had enough budget to put marble 
everywhere.” 

“Anaheim is a nice, quiet place to catch up on homework. Honda Center 
doesn’t violate library noise regulations until playoffs, and sometimes not 
until round 2.” 

“You can’t discount the ease getting to and from The Pond in multiple 
directions. Very cheap parking within walking distance. And what a 
gorgeous building! The sight lines are the best I’ve experienced from the 
cheap seats.” 

“Terrible crowd, uninteresting building in the middle of a parking lot, LA 
traffic.” 

“To compare it to Staples Center since I’ve been there most besides 
Honda Center, it’s better in every way besides atmosphere. It’s such a 
sad atmosphere at Honda Center, while at Staples people actually get 
into the game. The sight lines are so much better than at Staples, where 
you sit a mile away from the rink if you aren’t in the lower bowl and traffic 
is never too bad at Honda Center.” 

Gila River Arena. (Matt Kartozian / USA Today) 

26. Arizona (Gila River Arena): 6.68 

Atmosphere: 5.96 (27th) 

Sight lines: 8.39 (25th) 

Food options: 6.7 (23rd) 

Convenience: 6.78 (28th) 

Location: 6.7 (21st) 

Appearance: 7.37 (24th) 

Unique touches: 4.87 (29th) 

“Like every other hockey fan in Arizona, I live on the other side of 
Phoenix, so the drive is a long one. I like what they’ve tried to do around 
the arena to make it enjoyable, but I still don’t get out there as much as 
I’d like to. I’m a desert rat, so having palm trees and water fountains next 
to your entrance is a nice touch for me.” 

“Phoenix needs to build the light rail system out to the hockey arena and 
football stadium.” 

“Gila River was built for hockey and the sight lines and access are great. 
Food options inside and outside of the arena are varied in price point and 
cuisine choices and top notch. There is no question, however, that it’s too 
far away for a majority of the fans in the Valley. On a map it doesn’t seem 
far, but the traffic in the evening heading west from virtually any part of 
the valley is a nightmare. Public transportation to the arena is basically 
non-existent. Once you are there, it’s a great place to watch hockey.” 

“The atmosphere is great, but often the crowd has as many, or more, 
visiting fans.” 

“If this was in a better location, we would not be having yearly 
discussions about attendance in Arizona. A better team would go a long 
way as well, but this location is 100 percent a hindrance on them gaining 
the kind of consistently good attendance that they deserve.” 

27. Florida (BB&T Center): 6.43 

Atmosphere: 5.3 (30th) 

Sight lines: 8.55 (22nd) 

Food options: 6.79 (22nd) 

Convenience: 7.44 (20th) 

Location: 4.81 (28th) 

Appearance: 7.21 (27th) 

Unique touches: 4.88 (28th) 

“For an arena in the middle of the Everglades, ah, it’s OK.” 

“The Panthers do an excellent job of working with what they’ve got. 
They’re not set up for success with the location or age of their arena, but 
they do their best to create a fun atmosphere for fans both inside and 
outside the arena.” 

“It’s just so far from everything. The arena is perfectly fine by itself, but 
would be so much better if it was closer to civilization and the team was 
good enough to bring fans in.” 

“I’m convinced that if the Panthers had a downtown Fort Lauderdale 
arena, they would draw 3,000-4,000 more fans per night on average, 
independent of their on-ice success or failure. The delta from averaging 
13,000 per night to 16,000 or 17,000 is the difference between the 
franchise losing millions or making money. Most NHL franchises that 
have struggled to attract fans have the same thing in common (Arizona, 
Carolina, Florida, Ottawa): suburban arenas with no other attraction for 
the casual fan.” 

“The arena itself is easy to get to, well maintained, clean, with plenty of 
parking. The concourse aisles are wide and easy to navigate. We need a 
winning team to get fans excited and create some atmosphere.” 

28. N.Y. Islanders (Nassau Coliseum): 6.41 

Atmosphere: 9.5 (3rd) 

Sight lines: 9.32 (3rd) 

Food options: 4.48 (31st) 

Convenience: 6.14 (30th) 

Location: 4.68 (29th) 

Appearance: 4.92 (30th) 
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Unique touches: 5.84 (26th) 

“The Coli is a dump, but it’s our dump. It’s home. Big-game atmosphere 
is electric. Will surely be missed next year, but looking forward to the new 
arena, as well.” 

“Best for hockey viewing, celebrations, noise, etc. Worst for everything 
else.” 

“The fans and tradition are what make the Coliseum special. Any non-
Islander fan who goes there will probably be miserable. Belmont is going 
to be great for the organization and the NHL.” 

“Nassau Coliseum is loud, compact, dirty, working class, right in the heart 
of Nassau County. Food options are meh, but all you need is a hot dog 
and beer anyway. Other than bathroom lines, it’s perfect.” 

“Yes, the sight lines and atmosphere are great. But how many arenas 
have the special feeling when you walk in? Old-time hockey, close to the 
ice, fans that all live near and have passion for the team, rafters filled 
with memories. It’s like old Yankee Stadium and Fenway Park, you can’t 
replicate the ‘feeling’ inside. And when it’s gone, it’s gone.” 

29. Calgary (Scotiabank Saddledome): 6.05 

Atmosphere: 7.14 (24th) 

Sight lines: 6.8 (31st) 

Food options: 5.23 (30th) 

Convenience: 6.35 (29th) 

Location: 5.67 (27th) 

Appearance: 5.0 (29th) 

Unique touches: 6.13 (25th) 

“Apparently in the ’70s when this was built people didn’t go to the 
bathroom. Pretty much takes the entire intermission to go to the 
washroom.” 

“If there was a ranking on how long it takes to reach the urinal, the 
Saddledome would have gotten a 1. I’m sure the new building will be 
awesome and alleviate a lot of the issues, but let’s enjoy the charm of the 
Saddledome while we still can.” 

“The Saddledome is so close to being good enough. It’s cool looking. 
Location is not QUITE close enough to be walkable from the nearby bars. 
The corridors are way too cramped. The in-seat experience is good, 
there are very few bad seats in the first two bowls. They have made huge 
strides in food and beer in the last five years as well. There’s also a 
scientifically dubious urban legend that the beer taps haven’t ever been 
cleaned and consequently, the alcohol level in ‘Dome Foams’ is 2-3 
percent higher than advertised.” 

“Old building with lots of character. Bathrooms are terrible and lines are 
huge. Media, I’m sure you know, have an ‘interesting’ catwalk. Bonus 
points to food options as they are constantly bringing in new options and 
trying new things.” 

“We need a new one.” 

30. Buffalo (KeyBank Center): 6.0 

Atmosphere: 5.14 (31st) 

Sight lines: 7.82 (30th) 

Food options: 5.76 (29th) 

Convenience: 7.05 (26th) 

Location: 7.03 (19th) 

Appearance: 4.83 (31st) 

Unique touches: 4.39 (30th) 

“Many of the amenities at KeyBank arena are rundown and falling apart. 
Always water on the floor in the bathrooms, seats are falling apart. 
Overall appearance leaves much to be desired.” 

“Cheaply built arena, poorly maintained and quite frankly filthy. How 
would you like to pay $75 for a seat where the armrest is wood (replaced 
no less!) and the seat has shoe prints on it from another event? 
Concessions are limited, food is terrible and the prices are exorbitant.” 

“KeyBank Center is a disgrace, just like the product that is displayed 
nightly on and off the ice at Sabres games.” 

“The ‘basics’ of the arena are good. What is not good is the upkeep and 
maintenance. The arena is dirty, and full of broken cup-holders, loose 
seats and arm rests and a general ‘dinge’ in the atmosphere. It could be 
so much better. On the plus side, the addition of the attached Harbor 
Center on one side and the LaBatt Brewhouse on the other is marvelous. 
They are everything that the arena is not from a presentation point of 
view.” 

“The Buffalo Sabres have destroyed my love for the game.” 

31. Ottawa (Canadian Tire Centre): 4.89 

Atmosphere: 5.35 (29th) 

Sight lines: 8.2 (28th) 

Food options: 5.83 (28th) 

Convenience: 3.31 (31st) 

Location: 2.18 (31st) 

Appearance: 5.53 (28th) 

Unique touches: 3.82 (31st) 

“Picture a frozen tundra. An icy wind pierces your clothing as you 
complete the 20-minute trek across an empty parking lot. The closest bar 
or restaurant is 20 km away. You think you see a nirvana, but no, it’s just 
the Barbados-themed Berta’s Bar, thanks Melnyk, on the bottom floor of 
the arena. Banners hang outside featuring the likenesses of Ottawa’s 
star players. You don’t recognize any of them. The Sens lose 3-1 to 
Florida. Parking is $60.” 

“Once you finally reach the other end of time, Canadian Tire Centre is a 
good place to watch some hockey.” 

“It’s the worst arena in the league, and has been pretty much since the 
day it opened. I hate it so much. A major deterrent to my attendance.” 

“CTC is a cement box in the middle of a corn field and has been for 25 
years. The beer and the food options are poor with little local flavour and 
are hugely expensive.” 

“It’s a bland building in a terrible location, with little atmosphere provided 
by fans and an awful in-game presentation. But I can’t wait to go back.” 

The full ranking, sortable by category 
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8.33 
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8.57 
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8.47 

8.58 

7.76 

7.8 

6.28 

7.57 

7.46 

7.7 

Boston (TD Garden) 

8.28 

8.29 

6.6 

7.09 

8.64 

7.53 

6.96 

7.63 

Vancouver (Rogers Arena) 

6.53 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 2, 2021 

 

8.71 

7.19 

8.19 

8.5 

7.24 

6.25 

7.52 

Colorado (Ball Arena) 

7.65 

8.58 

6.52 

7.76 

7.44 

7.81 

6.3 

7.44 

Toronto (Scotiabank Arena) 

5.71 

8.13 

7 

8.18 

8.97 

7.47 

6.56 

7.43 

Carolina (PNC Arena) 

8.38 

8.7 

7.01 

7.33 

4.06 

7.24 

6.89 

7.09 

Anaheim (Honda Center) 

6.14 

8.66 

6.93 

7.68 

5.88 

7.62 

5.76 

6.95 

Arizona (Gila River Arena) 

5.96 

8.39 

6.7 

6.78 

6.7 

7.37 

4.87 

6.68 

Florida (BB&T Center) 

5.3 

8.55 

6.79 

7.44 

4.81 

7.21 

4.88 

6.43 

NY Islanders (Nassau Coliseum) 

9.5 

9.32 

4.48 

6.14 

4.68 

4.92 

5.84 

6.41 

Calgary (Scotiabank Saddledome) 

7.14 

6.8 

5.23 

6.35 

5.67 

5 

6.13 

6.05 

Buffalo (KeyBank Center) 

5.14 

7.82 

5.76 

7.05 

7.03 

4.83 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 2, 2021 

 

4.39 
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Ottawa (Canadian Tire Centre) 

5.35 

8.2 

5.83 

3.31 
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The Athletic / NWHL commissioner Tyler Tumminia relishing the 
challenge of a bubble season 

 

By Rob Biertempfel Feb 1, 2021  

 

Tyler Tumminia grew up playing softball and volleyball and is an avid 
horse rider. Even during her hectic days as a minor-league baseball 
executive, Tumminia found time to compete in marathons and triathlons. 

When Tumminia became interim commissioner of the National Women’s 
Hockey League last October, however, one hockey general manager 
jokingly warned that her free time for workouts quickly would evaporate. 

“He was right,” Tumminia said a few days ago from the NWHL’s bubble 
site in Lake Placid, N.Y. “I haven’t slept since I started this job.” 

Being a first-time commissioner is a difficult enough task. Tumminia, 42, 
has the added challenge of guiding a fledgling six-team league in the 
midst of a pandemic. 

In October, NWHL founder Dani Rylan Kearney stepped down as 
commissioner amid a leadership reboot. She was replaced by Tumminia, 
who first entered the league six months earlier when she became chair of 
the Toronto Six expansion club. 

Tumminia’s first challenge as commissioner was figuring out what to do 
about the 2021 season. She quickly realized the best and safest course 
was to play it in a bubble, which is a costly and intricate scenario. 

The NWHL’s fifth season was shut down last year by the pandemic. 
Tumminia told the league’s newly formed board of governors that getting 
teams back on the ice was imperative for the league’s survival. The vote 
was unanimous. 

Last Saturday, the NWHL kicked off its two-week season — a 24-game, 
round-robin tournament followed by a single-elimination final four — 
staged entirely at Herb Brooks Arena on the 1980 Rink. To minimize the 
risk of a COVID-19 outbreak, players and staff are restricted to their hotel 
rooms and the rink. The winners will lift the Isobel Cup on Feb. 5.  

“The credit goes to the board for believing and trusting in somebody new, 
and I’m not even from the hockey world,” Tumminia said. “I walked in 
from the baseball world.” 

The season got underway as planned, but there was off-ice turbulence 
this week, another early test for the interim commissioner. 

Barstool Sports CEO Erika Nardini has been a vocal supporter of the 
NWHL. After some in the women’s hockey community accused Barstool 
of misogyny and racism, Nardini responded by releasing a video that 
included critical tweets from media and fans. That put the NWHL at odds 

with one of its highest-profile supporters and prompted Tumminia to 
respond. 

“There is no circumstance where it would be acceptable to call out many 
of the reporters, staff members and fans who have given so much to 
women’s hockey, especially knowing that these people could be targeted 
or harassed on social media,” Tumminia said in a statement. 

The daughter of a longtime Chicago White Sox scout, Tumminia was 26 
when she left a public relations job at IBM for an internship with the 
Tampa Bay Rays’ Class A affiliate. Six weeks later, the team promoted 
her to director of community relations. In 2004, Tumminia joined the 
Goldklang Group, a sports consulting and management firm that, at the 
time, operated five minor-league teams. 

So, how does someone named after Ty Cobb end up running a pro 
hockey league? 

“I know, isn’t that wild?” Tumminia said. “I think about it all the time, like, 
‘How did this happen?’ I keep coming back to how life right now is so 
unpredictable. Getting older, you kind of sit back and go, ‘OK, what’s 
next? What’s going to get my juices flowing again?’” 

Tumminia graduated from MLB’s scout school in 2011 but never made 
the leap into scouting. In 2016, she left the Goldklang Group and became 
co-owner of the Pittsfield (Mass.) Suns of the Futures Collegiate Baseball 
League.  

While attending a Boston Pride NWHL game, Tumminia got to talking 
shop with the team’s owner, Miles Arnone. She made quite an 
impression. While she was in Bradenton, Fla., last year during spring 
training — Tumminia is married to Pirates general manager Ben 
Cherington — Arnone called asking if she’d like to be the chair of the 
league’s expansion franchise in Toronto. 

Intrigued, Tumminia flew to Boston for a get-acquainted meeting with 
Rylan Kearney, Arnone and other league officials. “I remember her 
getting back, and right away I could tell she was excited about it,” 
Cherington said. “It was something new, interesting, challenging.” 

The league’s four original clubs are in Boston, Buffalo, Connecticut and 
New York/New Jersey. Minnesota was added in 2018. Regular-season 
games are streamed via Twitch as part of a three-year deal that includes 
revenue sharing with the players. The Isobel Cup playoffs will be carried 
by NBCSN, marking the league’s first live, national cable broadcast. 

“We’re growing. I came in at the right time,” Tumminia said.  

There are other reasons Tumminia was drawn to the NWHL. She has 
two daughters, ages 6 and 8. 

“I want them hanging around rinks, watching female athletes who are 
tremendous role models,” she said. “Our athletes also have full-time jobs. 
We have a police officer from Canada, a teacher from Boston, an ER 
nurse from Connecticut. These are renaissance women. It’s important for 
my girls — and for little boys — to see that.” 

Playing a two-week season in a bubble requires a lot of sacrifice by the 
players and league officials. Tumminia has found ways to stay connected 
to her family during her work-related quarantine. 

“I see Ben every day … on FaceTime,” Tumminia said. “I grew up that 
way. My dad was always on the road, so I’m used to the lifestyle. These 
kinds of jobs are very challenging for home life. But my parents just 
reached their 50th (anniversary), so it can be done.” 

Tumminia and Cherington are a special kind of sports power couple. 
They bounce ideas off each other and trade advice about how to 
evaluate and manage players and coaches.  

“I wouldn’t have any hope to help her with certain aspects of her job,” 
Cherington said. “She’s arranged sponsorships and a TV deal. I wouldn’t 
even know how to start those conversations.” 

After all, a league commissioner does outrank a GM …  
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“Our girls love to tell him that,” Tumminia said with a laugh. “But, of 
course, in the eyes of the family lifestyle, we’re all equal, right? We all 
have to take out trash and clean the toilets here.” 

While Tumminia is away, Cherington is minding the girls at home. During 
Cherington’s video call last week with reporters after the Jameson Taillon 
trade, one of the daughters popped up in the corner of the screen and 
smiled mischievously. Cherington took it in stride. 

“We manage,” Cherington said. “The girls and I miss her, but she’ll be 
back soon. It’s good for the girls to see that mommy’s doing something 
that she cares about. There’ll be a lot of hugs when she gets back.” 

When the season is over, Tumminia will pack up, blast Fleetwood Mac 
on her car stereo and savor the drive home. Only after that will she begin 
thinking about what lies ahead for the league. 

The “interim” tag on Tumminia’s job title was an intentional move on her 
part. She wants to get through the mini-season in a bubble, then see 
what happens next with the league. 

“I know where I want to take it,” she said, leaving the question 
unanswered for now. “I’m always moving fast, trying to figure out what’s 
next.” 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Delay the NHL Draft? Teams propose changes 
but waiting has a cost 

 

By Corey Pronman Feb 1, 2021  

 

Here’s the situation: 

Currently, the 2021 NHL Draft is scheduled for July 23-24 as part of a 
critical date calendar negotiated by the NHL and NHL Players 
Association before this season began. 

A couple of months ago I wrote about the difficulties of scouting for this 
year’s draft and the shift to video scouting in NHL circles. These two 
issues have combined to produce a driving force among some NHL 
executives to postpone the draft to a much later date, such as next winter 
or two summers from now. 

Around the world most of the key leagues and players have had some 
sort of season, even if not a complete one. Russia, the United States and 
Finland have been mostly operational all season. Sweden’s pro leagues 
continue to go, but their juniors played half a season. The Quebec region 
continues to plug along, with the protected environment games giving 
them sparse games but games nevertheless. 

Most international tournaments have been called off, except for the World 
Junior Championship, and there is still hope for an Under-18 
Championship in the spring. 

The two areas of concern have been Ontario and Western Canada, in 
particular the OHL, WHL, AJHL and BCHL. The AJHL and BCHL have 
played some games through preseason action. About one-third of the 
NHL comes from those two regions, so it’s a rather significant chunk of 
players, albeit not a majority. 

Even for regions where games are allowed, the ability to scout them in 
person has been limited depending on spectator and travel restrictions. 
There were times scouts were allowed to scout games in Europe but that 
was pulled back. Scouts are allowed in junior games in the USA, but 
college rinks have hard and limited caps on how many scouts are 
allowed. 

Most NHL scouts spend their days right now attending the games they 
are able to, watching video from this season on the players that have 
played and watching underage video on the prospects that haven’t. 

The lack of live viewings and lack of games played by a significant chunk 
of the top prospects has led some teams to propose different ideas for 
how the draft should be executed. 

Ideas such as delaying the draft to the winter or waiting until the summer 
of 2022 where there would be two drafts in a short period of time have 
both been proposed to the NHL in the past few weeks — and both have 
varying degrees of support throughout the league. 

Detroit GM Steve Yzerman made his concerns about drafting in July 
public, but his concerns are echoed in other organizations. 

There have been no decisions made on changing the draft date to our 
knowledge, just discussions; and any decision would require NHLPA 
approval. Teams, until told otherwise, are still preparing for a draft in July, 
and most have already had mid-year amateur meetings in preparation for 
that. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly said the status of the CHL, 
specifically the OHL and WHL for the 2021 season, would have no 
bearing on whether the NHL will proceed with the 2021 NHL Draft in July: 
“No, I don’t believe so,” he replied when asked. 

Arguments to delay the 2021 NHL Draft 

The opportunities to scout a lot of top prospects have been limited this 
season. There have not been international tournaments to go to. 
Seasons have been cut short for some players, others are just getting 
started now as the WHL gets set to get going in a few weeks. Scouts 
aren’t able to travel as freely as they used to, even if some Canadian 
scouts have been able to cross borders. 

With a large chunk of top prospects such as those in the OHL and WHL 
being unable to get playing time in, it’s created a large challenge for 
teams. While everyone saw those players a year ago in their league play, 
players change a lot in a year. Jack Quinn would have been a mid-round 
pick if he didn’t play in the 2019-20 season in the OHL, instead he was 
the eighth pick. With how important the OHL and WHL are both in talent 
and to the structure of hockey development, there is pressure to make 
sure those players get their fair shot to be seen, as some teams suspect 
there will be fewer picks in those regions than usual if they don’t get 
going and a draft happens in July. 

While most of the relevant players have been viewed live at some point 
this season by scouts, and a significant majority have video available of 
them at some point this season, there is a large portion of the NHL 
scouting community that feels their inability to see a significant number of 
the relevant players live will impair their ability to draft. This goes back to 
the ever growing debate in NHL scouting circles on the value of live 
versus video views, which you might have missed. 

There is still hope that scouts will be able to see the Western and Ontario 
prospects at some point before the season is over, but they may not; and 
even if they do, it won’t be the same quantity of live views teams are 
used to getting. The argument is that by delaying the draft significantly, 
conditions hopefully stabilize in the coming months and we can get closer 
to business as usual when it comes to junior hockey. 

Arguments to have the 2021 NHL Draft in July 

There are a lot of scouts and team executives who are not in favor of 
pushing the draft back. 

One point a lot of them make is that all teams are in the same situation, 
and nobody is more disadvantaged than the other. I get that argument, 
but if you could make the situation a lot better for everyone, why not? 
The issue with kicking the can down the road is we don’t know how long 
to keep kicking it. Specifically, we don’t know when the CHL will be back 
to operating as usual. You could delay the draft until the winter or later 
and then if by the fall conditions haven’t stabilized, what’s the next step? 
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A strong point that a lot of scouts have made is that they don’t find the 
lack of viewings that detrimental. Two-thirds of the top prospects have 
played, and the rest they feel they can gain enough knowledge of from 
watching them in the various European leagues they’ve scattered to, plus 
their underage reports both from live viewings or video. 

“The information on the Western and Ontario kids aren’t great, but I think 
if you do the video work, if you did the right underage work last season, 
you can be prepared to draft them in July,” said one NHL executive. 
“Frankly, even in a normal year with all the information, the numbers 
show we are pretty bad at projecting these players. I don’t know why we 
are proposing to dramatically move one of the most important dates on 
our calendar so the information can be slightly more helpful.” 

Said another executive: “This comes down to some teams not feeling 
comfortable evaluating players by video, which to me is not a persuasive 
enough argument to move the draft. We should try and put together 
some sort of draft-eligible tournament later this year with scouts allowed 
to meet people in the middle for those recent live viewing concerns.” 

There would be serious logistical and financial challenges with following 
two age groups at once, too, if the draft was postponed to 2022. Teams 
typically exhaust a full amateur scouting staff working almost every day 
up to the point when the draft is held. 

It would be incredibly challenging, arguably just as much if not more 
challenging than the current evaluation challenges, to follow several 
groups of players closely for different immediate drafts given they will be 
playing at different levels and events. 

Pronman’s Take 

This is a difficult scenario and, like with everything in the COVID-19 
sports world, has created a lot of questions, debates and uncertainty. I 
see both sides of the argument as legitimate. 

My inclination is that we shouldn’t delay the draft because there are 
alternative ways to get views of the relevant players this season, I’m not 
convinced it’s in the best business interests of the sport and there are 
potential consequences of delaying the draft. 

Alternative Solutions: I think delaying the draft is unwise because we 
don’t know how long to delay it until. I think we all hope things will get 
better gradually in the coming months, but trying to make predictions of 
how the next 12-18 months will go seems rather difficult. Delaying until 
we can get people back into rinks doesn’t seem practical. 

I think you have to look at leagues, including the NHL, that have 
improvised and found a way to get business done. The QMJHL continues 
to plug along with the help of government funding by having continued 
protected environment games. It’s not a full season, but it’s something. 

I like what MLB has done for its draft with the upcoming combine given 
the similar difficulties in scouting. It will have a showcase tournament for 
the top 90 high school players for the 2021 draft. It’s not a full season, 
but it’s something. 

The buzz in NHL scouting circles is for the NHL to do something similar 
and hope that such an event can be put together in the spring or 
summer, depending on varying circumstances with the CHL and IIHF 
Under-18 World Championship, which is expected to take place in May in 
Texas. 

It’s easy to say when it’s not my money to a league like the NHL, who 
would have to fund this, but that seems like a more practical solution, 
especially if scouts are able to attend. That kind of showcase event could 
be replicated next fall if the Hlinka Gretzky and CHL aren’t ready to go for 
the 2022 class. 

Business Interests: Last year back when it seemed like we were barreling 
towards having the 2020 draft in June before the completion of the 2019-
20 season, I argued we should have done it in June. My main arguments 
centered around maintaining strong relationships with TV networks who 
were struggling, engaging fans who have had no hockey to watch for 

months, the issue of scouts’ deals expiring, and the issue of seasons 
starting before the draft. 

Those who argued against me, including many but not all of our readers 
and my colleagues at The Athletic, were persuasive about the benefit of 
waiting for the season to end to do things in the proper order (which 
would be another issue with a winter draft). In hindsight, I admit my 
stance was likely the wrong one and the draft happening in October was 
the right call. As one executive told me afterward, the TV networks would 
have taken their money back if they had the draft or not if the league 
didn’t return to play. Some but not a lot of issues occurred from expiring 
scouts’ deals, Ottawa got Tim Stutzle out of his DEL deal and we had no 
development camps, so the chaos was minimized. 

What’s different this time is I think there would be some opposition 
among NHL fans to significantly delaying the NHL Draft. When I polled 
my Twitter followers recently, who are likely a biased group of people 
given they follow someone who tweets about NHL prospects, just under 
80 percent of them voted in favor of having the draft in July, as opposed 
to “sometime much later,” as I phrased it. 

The draft is one of the most intensely followed moments of the season 
with very high fan interest and engagement relative to any other time in 
the NHL calendar. It’s not surprising that fans want to avoid going 15 or 
even 20 months between drafts and getting a new draft class for their 
favorite team. 

Consequences of delaying: The most obvious consequence of delaying 
the draft is the best players in the draft may not be in the NHL in 2021-
22. This would only apply to a handful of players at most, though. The 
most common suggestion to counter this is to hold the first round in July 
and delay the following rounds, which doesn’t make a lot of sense to me. 
Why can we make the most consequential decisions now but need to 
punt the decisions on players who likely won’t be NHL players until later? 
It has to be all or nothing. 

Presuming we find a way to get back to a somewhat normal cycle of 
development camps, rookie camps and preseason going into next 
summer, that would be an entire crop of players who don’t get that 
experience. 

And finally, while not a top priority for fans, from an ownership 
perspective this will likely result in increased expenses on the scouting 
and recruitment side as staffs must prepare to evaluate two age groups 
at once, including one age group that you spent a whole year of time and 
expenses following. 

The Bottom Line: What will happen with the 2021 NHL Draft? No one can 
tell you, other than that it’s currently scheduled for July 23-24, 2021. I 
know as many people in the NHL who are confident the draft will be in 
July as there are people who are confident it won’t be. I don’t think the 
benefits of delaying the draft are so significant to outweigh the potential 
issues they could cause. 

“We’re prepared to draft in July, our team feels good about our list, but if 
we have to push it back, we’ll adapt and be ready then as well,” said one 
NHL scouting director. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens relentless vs. Canucks as depth proving to be 
their superpower 
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MONTREAL — At the risk of overusing the word, it’s becoming 
impossible to talk about the Montreal Canadiens right now without 
referencing their depth. 

It is their hallmark, their superpower, their essence and it’s propelled 
them to a 6-1-2 start to the season — with 19 of 20 skaters used 
recording at least a point, and with two goaltenders not having to make 
the difference in any of their starts. 

Depth is having 11 different players record a point in a single game. 
Depth is cycling seven forwards through your penalty kill and scoring six 
short-handed goals through the first nine games of the season. Depth is 
taking your sixth defenceman (Brett Kulak) out for no other reason than 
to get your seventh defenceman (Victor Mete) into a game. Depth is 
having your third-most used defenceman (Jeff Petry) tied for the NHL 
lead among his peers in points (11) and tied for third in plus/minus (plus-
10). Depth is an 800-point scorer (Corey Perry), who spent the first five 
games on the taxi squad, scoring a goal and three points in his first four 
games in the lineup. Depth is having your fourth line (Paul Byron-Jake 
Evans-Artturi Lehkonen) play as your second-most used line at 5-on-5, 
and not just because you’ve built a 6-1 lead through 40 minutes of play. 

Depth is Lehkonen, who recently referred to himself as the slowest player 
on that fourth line (arguably the fastest fourth line in the NHL), scoring a 
goal and an assist, and showing up as the best forward for either team in 
the Canadiens' 6-2 win over the Vancouver Canucks at the Bell Centre 
on Monday. 

“I thought he was great tonight,” said Evans. 

He was talking about Lehkonen, but he just as easily could’ve been 
talking about anyone else in a red sweater in this game. 

The value of all of this can’t be understated, as we delved into just hours 
before the Canadiens pounded this Vancouver team into submission. Not 
in this shortened season, not with a condensed schedule and not with 
players riding the NHL’s injured and COVID Protocol lists like a merry-go-
round. 

As Petry said afterwards, this is important so the team is “fresh later on 
down the season.” 

But think about how important it is in the short-term, too. Think about the 
energy the Canadiens have conserved with the ice-time distributed so 
evenly so far — especially with the second half of a back-to-back against 
the Canucks looming Tuesday. 

“Spreading out that ice time where you’re not completely drained after 
the first game of the series — I think that’s very important,” said Petry, 
who scored his third and fourth goal of the season in style Monday. “I 
think the way we played tonight, it allowed us to do that even more.” 

Ben Chiarot led the defence with 20:45, with Petry and Shea Weber just 
seconds behind. Mete, playing in his first game of the season, was the 
low man on the back end, clocking in at 17:45. 

Upfront, it was a spin cycle with Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line — featuring 
Perry and Tyler Toffoli — making up for being the least-used trio at 5-on-
5 by each playing more than two minutes on the power play. 

The whole group revved its engine off the opening faceoff and proceeded 
to run over the Canucks at full throttle — choking time and space away 
with a devastating forecheck, and forcing the type of mistakes no team 
can survive. 

“I don’t know how many breakaways we gave up tonight, but it was five 
too many,” said Vancouver’s Nate Schmidt. 

He could’ve said this of each of the three other games we’ve seen 
between the Canucks and Canadiens this season, and it still would have 
rung true, with Montreal taking seven of eight points in the early portion 
of the season series. 

The first of five breakaways the Canucks gave up in this one, while they 
were on the power play, was one forced by Lehkonen, leading to the goal 
that put the Canadiens up 2-0 in the seventh minute of play. 

At 5-on-5, the Finn and his linemates jumped over the boards for every 
one of its shifts and epitomized what this Canadiens team is all about. 

“The thing that they do well — they’re always pushing the puck forward, 
they’re always putting pucks behind the Ds, they’re great on the 
forecheck, they compete hard,” said Canadiens coach Claude Julien. 
“And because they compete hard they give themselves good chances. 
And not only that, on nights like tonight, it’s so easy for me, as a coach, 
to use ‘em against other teams’ top lines because I feel confident that 
they’re going to give themselves a chance to outwork them and out-
compete them, and they do a great job of that. They’ve been good at it 
since Day 1 of the season. So, I think everybody on the team respects 
and appreciates that line for how they play.” 

Take it a step further: everybody on the Canadiens appears to be 
emulating that line. It’s been the common thread in all of the team’s 
games — even the three it lost — and it’s the reason it has accumulated 
the best winning percentage in the North Division (77.8 per cent to 
division-leading Toronto’s 75 per cent). 

“I’m sure when we’re beating these teams that they’re a little frustrated 
with some of the plays we’re making, but I think that’s just the way we 
are,” said Evans. “We can roll four lines and all six D and just keep 
coming after you, and I think we can just be a very frustrating team to 
play against.” 

That’s what depth does for you. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' continued turnovers vs. Canadiens amounting to 
tough fix 

 

Iain MacIntyretFebruary 2, 2021, 12:41 AM 

 

It says something that as bad as the Vancouver Canucks were with the 
puck on Monday, the team has played worse during their erratic start to 
the National Hockey League season. But no game was more 
disappointing than their 6-2 implosion against the Montreal Canadiens. 

The Canucks surged into Montreal after four-straight wins, and on 
Saturday played their best game of the year, dominating the Winnipeg 
Jets in a 4-1 victory in a place that had been like Death Valley (with 
snow) to them. 

And only nine days removed from their atrocious three-game series at 
home against the Canadiens, who pumped in 17 goals mostly by letting 
Vancouver hurt itself with turnovers, the Canucks knew acutely how 
important it was on Monday to take care of the puck in Montreal. 

The Canucks would show off their rediscovered selves: the direct, smart 
team that plays to its strengths and makes it difficult on opponents. 

And then they gift-wrapped a pile of goals for the Canadiens, whose only 
difficulty was keeping track of their scoring. Make it 23 goals in four 
games, and a fifth game looming Tuesday like a root-canal appointment 
for the Canucks. 

Canucks head coach Travis Green and his staff essentially had an 
intervention with Vancouver players after that dismal series with 
Montreal. Now, they need another. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 
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“Games like tonight probably frustrate me more than others because ... 
as good a team as they are, we kind of shot ourselves in the foot again,” 
Green told reporters. “And that can drive you crazy as a coach. The 
saying, the definition of insanity is repeating the same things over and 
over and expecting different results, that was kind of the story tonight. 

“You turn over the puck against this team, you’re going to lose. You’re 
soft in puck battles, you’re going to lose. They’re a quick team, they work 
hard, they’re structured, they’re deep. (But) we’d already played them 
three times.” 

That’s what made the fourth game worse than the others. 

Knowing what they knew, having game-planned for Monday by 
emphasizing the need to play quickly and simply and, for goodness 
sakes, to stop passing to players dressed in uniforms other than their 
own, the Canucks still scattered pucks as if they were throwing rice at a 
wedding. Or sowing seeds for defeat. 

It was almost unfathomable. 

The first goal started as bad luck — the puck skipped off a broken stick 
and past J.T. Miller for the Canadiens’ outnumbered rush — and ended 
with bad defending as Vancouver had plenty of bodies back but no one 
checking Nick Suzuki, who scored from the top of the crease. Sixty 
seconds into the game. 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Why Canucks decision making was a recipe for disaster right from the 
start 

As last-man back, Adam Gaudette fumbled the puck into a turnover that 
allowed Artturi Lehkonen to beat goalie Braden Holtby on a breakaway 
and make it 2-0 at 6:10. Short-handed. 

Quinn Hughes’ weak rim around the boards was intercepted and turned 
into Jeff Petry’s goal late in the first. Brendan Gallagher made it 4-1 on 
another breakaway at 7:15 of the second period after a turnover by Jalen 
Chatfield, and Petry scored again just 75 seconds later after Miller gave 
away the puck up ice, coasted on the backcheck, and defencemen 
Hughes and Chatfield somehow played a four-on-three into a two-on-
zero. And in between these two catastrophes, Holtby stopped Tyler 
Toffoli on another breakaway. 

Holtby couldn’t make enough saves, but that kind of play in front of him is 
unsalvageable. 

“They’re quick, they get on you fast,” Green said of the Canadiens. “As a 
player, you know it’s coming and you have to be ready for it, you have to 
be able to handle it. But then it’s also decision-making. You try to make 
plays standing still, you try to make cross-ice plays inside the blue line, 
it’s a recipe for disaster. 

“The part for me that’s frustrating is we knew that coming into the game.” 

As bad as they were in the first period, the Canucks surrendered only 10 
shots and still trailed by just two goals. And then they were worse in the 
second. That was their response. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“You have to make better plays with the puck when you’re in those high-
danger areas than we did tonight and than we have done, so far,” 
veteran defenceman Nate Schmidt said. 

A newcomer to the Canucks after spending his career on winning teams 
in Washington and Las Vegas, Schmidt said players have to remember 
how hard it is to win, and understand that one bad period can’t turn into a 
bad game or worse. 

“Good teams have periods like that,” Schmidt said of the Canucks’ first. 
“It’s very normal, especially on the road. You have periods like that where 
it’s just not going to be there for you. But it’s your response. It’s how you 

come back out and claw your way back into a game. That’s the mentality 
you need to have moving out of the first period. You can’t let those things 
(mistakes) linger and bleed into the rest of your game. Because when it 
bleeds into the rest of your game ... that’s what it looks like.” 

Just as Monday’s loss was a huge step backwards for the Canucks from 
Saturday’s win, so too did Vancouver’s first line of Miller, Elias Pettersson 
and Brock Boeser regress alarmingly. 

The trio was outshot 9-1 at even-strength and outscored 3-0. Green 
broke up the Lotto Line after using his timeout following Petry making it 
5-1 to plead for sanity from his players. 

Miller led Canucks forwards in ice time but did not register a shot, 
committed a team-high three giveaways and was personally outshot 17-4 
at five-on-five. 

“I’m not just going to sit here and criticize J.T. Miller,” Green said. “He’s a 
great player for our team. He’s ultra-competitive. Sometimes ultra-
competitive people do force things. But you’ve also got to understand the 
type of game it’s going to be. We did some things with the puck that we 
just can’t do.” 

The same things they did against the same team just over a week ago. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'We'll take it': Tanev's lucky goal turns tide for Flames in 
win over Jets 

 

Eric Francis 

February 2, 2021, 1:24 AM 

 

Disney called it the Knuckle Puck. 

Chris Tanev had another name for it. 

“Screwball, maybe,” laughed the veteran defenceman on the 140-foot 
shot he potted for his first goal as a Calgary Flame. 

“Initially it was knuckling, but it bounced really weird at the blue line and 
again right before it went in. You can name it whatever you want and run 
with it.” 

Call it timely, for one thing. 

A mere seven seconds after Elias Lindholm won the opening faceoff of 
the second period Monday in Winnipeg, Tanev fired the puck from behind 
his own blue line in an attempt to spring Dillon Dube. Instead, well, we’ll 
let him tell the story, as it’s a tale he’ll be asked about for decades to 
come. 

“We’re trying to hit Dubes on a little breakaway play off the initial draw 
and it went through a few legs and sticks and took a fortunate bounce 
before it hit (Vezina Trophy-winning Jets goalie Connor) Hellebuyck,” 
said Tanev. 

“I was shocked it went in, to be honest. We’ll take it. It was good to get on 
the board because we didn’t really have much in the first.” 

Down 2-0 due to a pair of Kyle Connor power-play goals in the first, 
Tanev’s seeing-eye shot helped turn the Flames’ fortunes around into 
what ultimately ended up being a wild, 4-3 shootout win over the Jets on 
Monday. 

Johnny Gaudreau’s early third period goal tied the game, before he 
eventually won it on a double-clutch deke as the Flames fourth shooter. 
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Between his two goals, the Flames dominated the third period on a night 
in which the visitors out-chanced the Jets 17-4 in 5-on-5 high-danger 
opportunities 

Victims of a few bad bounces of late themselves, the Flames made no 
apologies that the turning point came on a Hail Mary pass. 

“It’s a big spark,” said coach Geoff Ward, whose club faces Winnipeg 
again two of the next three nights. 

“Those things happen in hockey. The ice is a little wet and bounces 
happen. It was lucky for us and it got us back into the hockey game. With 
the lack of puck luck we’ve had in some other games… I think we had 
eight goals all last year that went in off our players, and we had six in our 
first six games (this year). So, we’ve been in the situation where we’ve 
seen the other side of it. It did give us a little momentum.” 

Gaudreau’s conversion of a brilliant Juuso Valimaki pass seven minutes 
into the third was followed by what seemed like an inevitability seven 
minutes later when Andrew Mangiapane potted his first of the year. 

“You could tell the ice kind of tilted after we scored there,” said Gaudreau 
of his sixth goal, which gave the Flames new life with a series of hastily 
formed line combinations. 

“We had four, five, six really good chances to make it 3-2 and finally the 
little man got one for us and we took a 3-2 lead.” 

Mark Scheifele appeared to spoil another solid effort by Jacob Markstrom 
(25 saves) when he tied the game with the goalie pulled and 1:50 
remaining, setting up a frenetic overtime period that ultimately led to 
Gaudreau’s heroics in the skills competition. 

Sean Monahan and Connor were the only players to score in the first six 
shooters, which strangely included Josh Leivo ahead of No. 13. 

Alas, Gaudreau made several slick moves to open up Hellebuyck’s pads 
for a forehand he placed perfectly between them. 

“Johnny is a little guy but he’s pretty good,” laughed Mangiapane, with a 
chuckling Gaudreau by his side. 

“Obviously, he’s making things happen.” 

BENNY AND THE JETS 

Hours before puck drop, the topic du jour continued to be Sam Bennett, 
whose agent told Elliotte Freidman on the weekend his client would like a 
“change of scenery.” Problem is, the agent forgot to tell the Flames. 
Either way, the distraction is real as Bennett decides how he’s going to 
address this publicly. 

Everybody has a thought, including coach Ward. 

“I know some things have been said about maybe he wasn’t happy 
where he was playing, this and that,” said Ward, who promoted Bennett 
to the Gaudreau/Monahan line as a reward for solid play late in Monday’s 
win. 

“At the beginning of the season, and what a lot of people don’t know, I 
basically gave Sam the choice of where he wanted to play. He wanted to 
start at centre and so we started him at centre. He came in after a couple 
of games and said, ‘Hey, I think I may want to take the other option,’ 
which was playing on the wing. We gave him a choice to play in two 
different positions at the start of the year. So before anybody jumps all 
over that as to reasons why he may be unhappy, let’s just quell that right 
now.” 

Don’t expect Bennett to be made available to speak by the club on game 
day, Tuesday. 

“I don’t think it’s a concern for us,” said Dube of the noise and 
speculation surrounding Bennett’s future as Flame. 

“You know he’s going to put everything out there on the ice. You know 
that it’s not going to change anything. He obviously has to make the most 
out of it, and I’m excited to see him out there. You know he’s going to 

have a chip on his shoulder, and that’s when he is playing his best. So 
there’s absolutely no concern for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gretzky: McDavid and Draisaitl's scoring pace is 'pretty 
remarkable' 

 

Mark Spector 

February 1, 2021, 5:06 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s easy to say something can’t be done, that it’s 
impossible. And nobody heard that over the years more than Wayne 
Gretzky. 

Too small, too slow, too flashy — all Gretzky ever did was re-write the 
expectations of a sport that suddenly found itself with a player who 
deviated from every norm that hockey people thought had been 
established. 

Fast forward to 2021: When this 56-game season began, it seemed like 
heresy to predict that there could be one 100-point player, let alone two. 
It would take 1.79 points per game, a scoring pace never reached in the 
salary cap era and attained by only four players in National Hockey 
League history. 

Gretzky was one of those players — he did it an amazing 11 times — 
and you’re likely not surprised to hear his answer to the question, can it 
be done again in the 2020-21 season by Leon Draisaitl, Connor 
McDavid? Or perhaps even both? 

“Those two guys are so special, I think they can,” said Gretzky over the 
phone on Monday. “How cool is it? It’s so similar to myself and Mark 
(Messier) in that they have two players, a 1A and a 1A. One is as good 
as the other. One was an MVP player and renowned as the best player in 
the world. Then Leon built his own pedigree, and now he’s right there 
with Connor. 

“It’s so unique to have two of the greatest players in the game playing on 
the same team.” 

Some background: Over the past 30 years, only two players not named 
Gretzky or Mario Lemieux have averaged more than 1.79 points in a 
season: Adam Oates in 1990-91 (1.89) and Jaromir Jagr in 1995-96 
(1.82). 

In the salary cap era, Nikita Kucherov's 1.56 is the best mark in a full 
season, though Sidney Crosby averaged over 1.6 points per game in two 
seasons where he played less than 43 games. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

So, the math says it’s a mighty tall order. And so does the Oilers head 
coach, Dave Tippett. 

“The games are going to get tighter in a short schedule,” Tippett opined 
on Monday “You get a game like (Sunday’s 8-5 win over Ottawa), where 
we get some bounces early and start thinking like that. But think about 
how the games are going to go over the last 30 or 40 games. Every 
game’s going to be like a playoff game. People running around and 
scoring a bunch of points is probably not going to be the norm. 

“They’re phenomenal players and I hope they do it. But I tend to think 
that the games will tighten up a bit.” 
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The question boils down to this: Are McDavid and Draisaitl elite enough 
to re-write what Tippett describes, a.k.a. hockey normalcy? Today they 
sit atop the NHL scoring race with 22 and 21 points respectively, having 
scored 50 percent more points than third-place Mitch Marner and Nathan 
MacKinnon’s 14 points. 

The two Oilers have combined for more points (43) then the entire 
Anaheim Ducks roster (41). And they’ll play three of their next four 
games against the Ottawa Senators, a below-average team with below-
average goaltending. 

“In this day and age the defence is better, the coaching is better, the 
goaltending is better,” marvelled Gretzky. “And those are all positives. 
But to have 22 points… It’s pretty remarkable, what they’re doing.” 

Draisaitl came within an assist of Gretzky’s NHL record, shared with one 
Billy Taylor — seven assists in a game — when he had six helpers on 
Sunday. McDavid chipped in five points. 

Like Gretzky and Messier, Draisaitl and McDavid play apart at five-on-
five, then team up on the power play. They tend to both be good for a 
five-on-five point most nights, and on a night when the power play heats 
up, that second point to get past 1.8 per game is usually there for the 
taking. 

Where McDavid is featured on highlight shows for his fantastic goals, 
Draisaitl’s sublime passing game has become uber-elite — and he is also 
a 50-goal scorer. 

“The thing about Leon is, he’s an unreal passer, but he’s a true goal 
scorer too,” assessed Gretzky. “When I played with Brett Hull, if I gave 
him the puck in the slot, it was in the net. Leon gets a chance, it’s in the 
net. 

“Me and Connor — and I’m not trying to compare myself to Connor — we 
have to work for our goals. Leon is just a natural.” 

We just don’t have the history in hockey that says a player in 2021, who 
tends to win a scoring race while averaging about 1.5 points per game, 
can suddenly ramp production up by 20 percent. Not with today’s 
systems, and today’s goaltending, right? 

Well, we’re about to find out. 

McDavid and Draisaitl are on a jail break. Let’s sit back and watch where 
it goes. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Fans losing patience with rebuild as Senators exposed in 
North Division 

 

Wayne ScanlanFebruary 1, 2021, 5:50 PM 

 

They have been a patient lot, fans of the Ottawa Senators. 

But their patience is wearing thin. 

Nearly four years since the most recent taste of playoff action, with 
promises of a deep rebuild and a bright future to emerge from the 
departures of fan favourites such as Mark Stone, Erik Karlsson, Kyle 
Turris and more, the fanbase is riled and cynical, and who can blame 
them? 

At least they haven’t reached the state of apathy, which is the worst a 
franchise can endure. 

They still care. They are angry. They want change. And they do see 
some promise in the young talent that has been stockpiled over the past 
three losing seasons. 

No one expected the 2020-21 Senators to be world-beaters, but neither 
were they thought to be doormats, to be trampled upon by the six 
Canadian rivals in a North Division that is rag-dolling the Ottawa game 
after game, the most recent an 8-5 drubbing in Edmonton on Sunday. 
The score was only that close because the Oilers put a raw rookie in net, 
and he helped keep it somewhat close. 

To opponents, every game against the Senators cries out -- Stats Game! 

To their fans, every Senators game is a kick to the gut. 

This roster was supposed to be competitive, “harder to play against,” but 
through nine games has been a pretty soft touch, a chance for North 
Division stars to shine at Ottawa’s expense. We are left to wonder how 
much better the rebuilding Senators might look in a different, more 
nuanced, division. But that card has been dealt. 

Fans were promised better for 2021 by their owner, by their general 
manager and by their head coach. Each has something to answer for, 
nine games into a season that began with a victory on home ice and then 
eight straight losses. 

Time update needed on the ‘unparalleled success’ 

Let's be honest here. The moment the sentence was delivered by 
Eugene Melnyk, there wasn’t a person alive who expected “a five-year 
run of unparalleled success” was going to begin like clockwork in 2021. 

The Senators owner made the comment at a corporate event in February 
2019. We all knew that line was going to come back to haunt him, and 
yet, at the same time, no one was really going to hold him to it, in a literal 
sense. It was the spirit of the comment that was vital to the credibility of 
the operation -- a promise to become a contending team over the next 
few years, with all the responsibilities, financial and otherwise, that 
entails. It means locking up Brady Tkachuk. It means bringing in first-rate 
support talent, not castoffs, at a time when the young core matures. 

How time flies when you’re in last place -- don’t look now, but 2021 is 
here. And while the Senators did spend some money on veteran players 
in the off-season, some of it clearly misplaced, they still trail the rest of 
the league with a payroll of about $71 million. 

No one expects the Senators to spend to the cap right now, they are 
clearly not ready yet. But when? And will it actually happen? 

Even in the best-case scenario, if a lot of pieces fall into place and 
prospects mature quickly, “Peak Senators” time is starting to look much 
further up the road than the owner and management anticipated in 
February of 2019 when “2021-25” was spoken of like a golden era 
beckoning. 

With COVID-19 setbacks, and no fan tickets for sale for the foreseeable 
future, forecasts must be adjusted, including revenue streams, and the 
timing of financial commitment vows. 

Being upfront with the fan base as this progresses is going to be critical if 
the club is going to have any credibility. 

Manage this crisis with a twist of youth 

GM Pierre Dorion worked his tail off during the off-season. He made 
trades, signed free agents, worked on his roster for months. Today, every 
one of his moves is being questioned, examined with microscopic lenses 
and analytics data, some of it not as negative as imagined for a 1-7-1 
team that is being outscored by a 2-to-1 margin, 44 goals to 22. 

Dorion’s biggest move, trading for goaltender Matt Murray and signing 
him to a four-year, $25-million contract, must be shaking management to 
its core, given that Murray looks fragile and defeated, the victim of poor 
defence and his own shaken confidence. To his credit, Murray faced the 
Zoom cameras Monday and vowed he is working to get better, as is the 
group. 
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Mercifully, this 56-game, condensed season is going to move along 
quickly, though not fast enough for those tuning in to Ottawa games night 
after night. Eventually, some of the Senators four pending unrestricted 
free agents at forward and three UFA defenceman can be moved for a 
spare part or draft pick. 

In the meantime, the Senators don’t owe any of their veterans any 
favours based on performance thus far. It’s soon going to be time to turn 
the page and change the storyline. As much as possible, work with the 
coaching staff to get more prospects into games. The AHL is expected to 
start soon, and when it does, it will provide game action for more young 
players, a natural feeder system for Ottawa as it plays out the rest of its 
season. Erik Brannstrom, considered a huge piece in the Mark Stone 
trade, needs to play. He would lighten some hearts here if he can work 
his way into the lineup. Ditto for Logan Brown, a big, skilled centre, 
itching for a chance. 

Dorion has to be thinking about making a trade of some kind. While I 
wouldn’t touch Tony DeAngelo and his baggage, the idea of bringing in 
someone like defenceman Vince Dunn from the St. Louis Blues, could 
make sense. He is just 24, has upside and his cap hit is just $1.875 
million as a pending RFA. 

Coaches adapting but the carnage is ugly 

As bad as this team has played, it’s not as bad as it’s showing. 5-on-5, 
they are not horrible. Giving up goals early in games and taking needless 
penalties have put a team that can least afford it into deep holes. The 
here-we-go-again mode. Bulletin: taking penalties against Connor 
McDavid and friends is career limiting. 

The Senators spent Monday’s practice in Edmonton working on “habits 
and details,” according to head coach D.J. Smith. In the neutral zone and 
faceoff dots. 

“We have to do things right all the time ... to the enth degree,” Smith said. 

That includes what he referred to as a 28 per cent faceoff percentage 
while short-handed. The Oilers scored eight seconds into Sunday’s 
game, off a clean faceoff win. 

These Senators have consistently fallen behind in games, then chased 
the play. When they have leads, like they did against Toronto opening 
night, they are a much different group. Of course, there are personnel 
issues, especially on defence. Minus Thomas Chabot, out with a nagging 
injury, their D pairings would frighten a child. 

Coming out of training camp, Smith had options, especially at forward, 
considering all the new veterans brought in, plus a deep taxi squad with 
which to work. 

He made it clear that, at least to start the season, he was going to lean 
toward vets over younger players, even going so far as to bench third-
year centre Colin White, who just turned 24, and has a big contract 
($4.75-million cap hit) through 2024-25. Heads were scratched as Artem 
Anisimov, a 32-year-old forward who doesn’t figure into the team’s long 
range plans, was starting ahead of White. 

In recent games, White has gotten back in and has been a difference 
maker. On Sunday in Edmonton, he scored his first goal of the season. It 
was a bright moment in a long night. 

Tim Stützle, 19, also scored, his second of the season. After an injury 
setback, Stützle is starting to find his way in the league and this week will 
reach the eight-game milestone and burn a year of his entry-level deal, 
assuming the Senators want to keep him here and not send him back to 
Germany. The sense is he will stay. 

Drake Batherson added a power-play goal Sunday, his first of the 
season, a top-shelf beauty, that will give the 22-year-old confidence. It 
hasn’t gone without notice that the highlights of Ottawa’s year so far are 
all centred on young players like Tkachuk, Chabot, Batherson, Josh 
Norris and Stützle. 

Very quickly, any idea of the Senators being a playoff team is 
evaporating. Getting some players into the line of fire is going to become 
a priority. After Sunday’s game, Smith said that goalie prospect Joey 
Daccord is “a guy we have to think about,” given the way offences have 
exploited Matt Murray and Marcus Hogberg. 

“At this point, we just need a win to stop the bleeding,” Smith said 
Monday, adding that whoever starts Tuesday has to “give us a game.” 

Job one still has to be to get Murray back in form. Spot starting Daccord 
is fine, but it would be wise to pick a spot when the team is playing a bit 
better. They can’t just throw him to the wolves. 

Meanwhile, the road trip from hell ensues. One more in Edmonton 
Tuesday, and then a cross-country flight to Montreal for Thursday’s date 
against the Canadiens before the Senators face Montreal again at the 
Canadian Tire Centre Saturday afternoon. 

“Everybody is doing a good job of staying positive, of course, it’s a tough 
time,” Tkachuk said. “We’re going to get out of this eventually.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames say Sam Bennett has not formally requested 
trade, blindsided by report 

 

Eric FrancisFebruary 1, 2021, 11:31 AM 

 

Here’s the craziest thing about Sam Bennett’s trade request. 

It never happened. 

Bennett has not asked the Calgary Flames to trade him. 

Several sources inside the club told Sportsnet.ca team management was 
blindsided Saturday by Elliotte Friedman’s second period report that cited 
Bennett’s agent, Darren Ferris, as saying his client would like a “change 
of scenery.” 

No one inside the organization is questioning Friedman’s reporting. 

But everyone is questioning how a certified agent could think this is an 
appropriate way to try effecting positive change for his client. 

This isn’t to suggest Bennett isn’t contemplating whether the grass could 
be greener elsewhere. 

Clearly his agent didn’t just make this up. 

It just wasn’t properly communicated to the team. 

Home of the Flames 

It would shock no one to hear Bennett is unhappy alternating between 
Calgary’s third and fourth line, where the playoff specialist has gone back 
to being pedestrian with one assist, nine shots and a team-worst minus-4 
rating in seven outings. 

No one should expect him to be thrilled to see Dillon Dube, or newbies 
like Josh Leivo and Dominik Simon, given top-six tryouts the first seven 
games while he bounces between centering the fourth line and playing 
wing on the third. 

But the proper way to go about exploring a possible parting of ways 
starts with a sit-down with the coach to express his frustration. 

Never happened. 

If that resolves nothing then the GM is alerted that the player sees the 
situation as untenable. 
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Never happened. 

Now, as the team endeavoured to do Sunday, it’s up to the player to add 
clarity to a situation that immediately threatens to disrupt a team that had 
just come out of a players-only meeting in search of more unity. 

Bennett needs to decide what he wants, and own it. 

It’s an unnecessary distraction for a club at a critical juncture. 

The Flames are understandably fuming. 

The timing is horrific, especially since Bennett’s play is once again miles 
from the impressive standard he seems to set every playoff. 

We’ll stop short of calling it selfish, as he has yet to crystalize his 
thoughts to management. 

Ferris has done his client a tremendous disservice by going public with 
any of this. 

Bennett has one more year left on a contract paying him $2.55 million, 
and the Flames have control of him as a restricted free agent one more 
year after that. 

He is ripe for being one of the most logical players to be snapped up by 
Seattle in the expansion draft, so why would Ferris think this is a good 
time to go public with this? 

It would make more sense for Bennett to transform into the annual 
playoff monster he’s known as this summer, upping his stock via the 
Kraken draft or trade. 

Now, by virtue of his agent’s move, he’d be much harder to trade, or 
perhaps even keep in the lineup. 

Perhaps the idea was to mimic the move Allan Walsh made in December 
2018 when he suggested via Twitter coach Bill Peters was trying to run 
Michael Frolik out of town by demoting him from the second line and 
making him a healthy scratch. The team responded by moving the Czech 
winger back alongside Mikael Backlund and Matthew Tkachuk for a while 
to prove his worth. He did. It worked out for stretches before he was 
traded the next year. 

Mission accomplished. 

This is different, as Bennett has had plenty of opportunities over his 
seven years in Calgary to step into some prime assignments. Some 
would argue being Backlund’s winger is a solid perch. 

He simply hasn’t taken advantage of them, as he constantly reiterates as 
the key moving forward. 

Selected fourth overall in 2014 as the highest pick in Flames lore, 
Bennett’s frustration with his career thus far is as understandable as a 
possible mindset that a change of scenery could change his fortunes. 

This is a deep Flames team because of talented, gritty players like him. 

But after scoring 18 goals as a rookie, the bulk of his regular season play 
has been marked by his penchant for needless offensive zone penalties 
and finishing on the minus side of the ledger every single year. 

If not for Playoff Sam Bennett’s legendary Beast Mode it’s unlikely the 6-
foot-1, 195-pound power forward would still be a Flame. 

The potential he shows every playoff is what makes this relationship so 
frustrating for both sides. 

And now, frustration is what has clearly prompted Ferris to try forcing the 
issue, just as the agent did days earlier with another one of his clients, 
Victor Mete, in Montreal. 

No doubt seeing Patrik Laine, Jack Roslovic and Pierre-Luc Dubois force 
their way out of their teams last week empowered this move. 

Ferris did not return a text and Treliving isn’t in any mood to discuss the 
matter publicly. 

Yet. 

Stay tuned. 

This is an evolving – quite possibly devolving – situation. 

You can bet if Bennett does eventually confirm he wants out, this could 
get ugly. 

In many ways it already has. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens value depth too much to trade Victor Mete 
during season 

 

Eric EngelsFebruary 1, 2021, 1:43 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- Let’s get something straight: Monday night’s game 
against the Vancouver Canucks is NOT a showcase for Victor Mete. 

There are teams that would gladly trade for Mete if he were made 
available by Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin, and 
one game -- good or bad -- wouldn’t change his worth one iota. And as 
Bergevin texted The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun on Saturday in the 
aftermath of Mete's agent Darren Ferris telling several reporters they’d 
prefer if Mete could be traded, he isn’t trading Mete. 

We’re eight games into a shortened season that’s already made it clear 
depth is the most valuable commodity a team can possess. Injuries have 
popped up in every market, as they do every season, and over 60 
players have already been placed in COVID-19 protocol -- meaning 
they’ve been quarantined after either testing positive for the virus or 
having been exposed to someone who has. Shipping a 22-year-old 
defenceman who can unquestionably play at this level, a player with 171 
games of experience, doesn’t make any sense at this stage of the 
season -- especially if the desired return on that player is an NHL-
capable type who would be facing a mandatory 14-day quarantine 
coming from the United States. 

Doing it would impact Montreal’s depth, even with Cale Fleury waiting on 
the taxi squad and some other serviceable players behind him in Laval, 
and Bergevin has made it clear he has no interest in that. It’s why he kept 
Mete as the seventh defenceman out of training camp, knowing that 
waiving him to the taxi squad would mean giving him up to another team 
for nothing. 

So, Mete is playing on Monday, and it’s for one reason and one reason 
only. 

“I had a discussion with him last week and told him that we wanted to put 
him in the lineup soon because he had a good training camp,” said 
Canadiens coach Claude Julien after Mete replaced Brett Kulak and lined 
up to the right of Alex Romanov at Monday’s morning skate. “We’ve been 
healthy so far, but you can’t leave a player like that in the stands for too 
long. I told him we’d find him a place, and tonight’s a good place to start.” 

Not that it will be easy. The Canucks look like a very different team from 
the one that lost two of three games to Montreal just a week-and-a-half 
ago. 

They’ve rattled off four straight wins, Elias Pettersson has gone from 
stone cold to red hot with five points in his last three, and Brock Boeser is 
suddenly sharing the NHL lead in goals (eight) with Connor McDavid. 

That will be a challenge for a Canadiens team that’s still on top of its 
game despite a loss to the Calgary Flames Saturday, and certainly one 
for Mete, who’s starting at a considerable deficit. 
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Montreal’s Nick Suzuki isn’t too concerned, though. 

“(Mete’s) been a true professional,” the 21-year-old said. “See him every 
day in the gym, before the games he’s working out and just doing 
whatever he can do to be prepared. I think he’s always been like that. 
He’s just itching for his time to get back in the lineup.” 

The former fourth-round pick in 2016 plays a high-flying brand and has 
produced four goals and 31 points over his three seasons with the 
Canadiens. 

“(Mete’s) going to bring a lot of speed, beat his one-on-ones, and of 
course he’s going to be a dynamic player,” said Canadiens winger Artturi 
Lehkonen. “He’s a fast player, so he’s going to use that for his 
advantage.” 

The Canadiens were relying on Kulak for much the same, and Kulak has 
provided it regularly since the season started. 

“If there’s one thing I can say about Kulak it’s that he’s played some very 
good hockey since the start,” said Julien. “We have no issues with him, 
and the only reason he’s not playing tonight is because we need to bring 
in a player like Mete because we decided as an organization that we 
don’t want players who are available to us pushed aside for too long.” 

Julien added that we could see a rotation towards the bottom end of his 
lineup as the season moves forward. 

One player also rotating back into Montreal’s lineup for Monday’s game 
is Josh Anderson, who was removed from Saturday’s loss to the Flames 
after the first period. Julien said Anderson was pulled and sent home as 
a precaution after he exhibited “flu-like symptoms,” and he confirmed 
Anderson tested negative for COVID-19 both on Saturday and in 
subsequent tests since. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets juggle top-six in hopes of reaping potential rewards 
vs. Flames 

 

Ken Wiebe 

February 1, 2021, 10:23 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - This wasn’t part of a smear campaign, nor was it a public 
airing out. That’s not Paul Maurice’s style, especially when it comes to 
his top players. 

Over the course of his time behind the Jets’ bench, Maurice has never 
been big on the blame game. 

Even though he’s still got plenty of old school in his approach, throwing 
his players under the bus is more of a rarity, rather than a motivational 
tool he draws upon. 

But when the head coach of the Winnipeg Jets was asked a direct 
question about the high number of five-on-five goals against that captain 
Blake Wheeler and first-line centre Mark Scheifele have been on the ice 
for this season, he gave a truthful answer. 

Maurice didn’t go off on an angry tangent and directly point the finger, but 
he also acknowledged the issue - even if he chose a calm and measured 
approach. 

“Well, it's a five-manner, right? We've got some guys on our back end 
that can be a part of that, too. I don't feel that they're cheating the 
defensive game to go on offence,” Maurice said after the Jets fell 4-1 to 
the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday night. “As a line, since they've been 

together, they’ve had stretches of pretty good hockey offensively but their 
defensive game hasn't been great yet.” 

The first part of that answer offers a bit of deflection by way of spreading 
out the responsibility and is followed by an admission of the issue at 
hand, heading into Monday’s game against the Calgary Flames. 

It was also a tough evening for the Jets' top defence pairing of Josh 
Morrissey and Dylan DeMelo, with Morrissey on the ice for all four goals 
against (including the empty-netter) and DeMelo on the ice for three. 

On two of the three goals at even strength, there was an element of bad 
luck involved and the third was a redirection. 

But Maurice wasn’t ready to let his top line off the hook entirely either. 
This wasn’t just a one-off, it was part of a difficult stretch. 

The offensive track record of Scheifele, Wheeler and Kyle Connor 
speaks for itself and that is not under attack here. 

But after the trio played such a pivotal role in the Jets reaching the 
Western Conference final in 2018, the discussion has always centred 
around the ability of the line to get more than it gives up. 

When you play the most minutes, you get held to a high standard. 

That’s part of the job description - and it’s not something that Wheeler, 
Scheifele or Connor shy away from. 

When you often play against the opposition’s most skilled players, it can 
be a heavy burden and when things aren’t going smoothly, the puck can 
end up in the back of the net with greater frequency. 

Lately, that line has been working through some defensive-zone 
challenges and on Sunday, Maurice broke out the blender in an effort to 
test out some new combinations as Scheifele lined up between Nikolaj 
Ehlers and Andrew Copp, leaving Wheeler and Connor to play with Paul 
Stastny. 

“It’s also a place I know I can go back to if I need to and I don’t think it will 
take very long to rekindle that. But we’re always looking for more,” 
Maurice said on Sunday afternoon. “At the end of it, you have to have a 
balance on your four lines. I’ve been playing with these ideas. You’re 
doing it all the time, you’re always looking at what’s your next 
combination? How do you get a guy going? So, we just came to this.” 

Scheifele took the decision in stride. 

“It happens every year. I played 50 games without Blake Wheeler on my 
right side last year,” said Scheifele, referring to the time where Wheeler 
dropped down to centre the second line after the head injury suffered by 
Bryan Little. “The coach picks the lines and you go out and play. You’re 
going to be on new lines, you’re going to be playing with different guys all 
the time and that happens. You don’t really think about it too much; that’s 
the game of hockey and all I can do is keep working on my game and get 
better and that’s really [where] all the focus is. 

“It’s a different look, but that’s hockey. We’ve got skill, we’ve got guys 
who are good on the fore-check and we’ve got speed. So, we’ve got it all 
and we just got to put it together and work together every single shift and 
it all starts in the D-zone.” 

History has shown that nothing is permanent when it comes to the 
blender and by his own admission, after Game 3 of this season, Maurice 
reiterated that Connor-Scheifele-Wheeler is the Jets' “safe place.” 

However, when it comes to that hotly debated topic of usage, this 
tougher defensive stretch for the top line provided Maurice with an 
opportunity to accomplish two things at once. 

By juggling the lines going into this four-game set, Maurice has put 
himself into a position where he believes he can still manipulate a few of 
the matchups, but he can also find a way to elevate the ice time of 
Ehlers. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 2, 2021 

 

Sure, there’s some risk involved in breaking up the line of Stastny, Ehlers 
and Copp that has been so effective - but you can’t ignore the potential 
reward either. 

Ehlers and Scheifele started the season together and had a strong 
showing against the Flames, while Copp brings an outstanding defensive 
awareness to go along with his recent rise in offensive production. 

Mathieu Perreault earned the nickname of being the human-jumper 
cables a few seasons ago. When a line needed a spark, Perreault was 
there to move up or down the lineup to help provide it. 

This move is similar in nature, though it’s Ehlers and Copp rolling and 
Scheifele looking for a bit of a boost. 

“How two guys feel about each other, you would never make a lineup 
decision based on that. But it certainly would never hurt it. [Scheifele and 
Copp] are good friends. These two guys talk hockey all the time,” said 
Maurice, noting the strong chemistry between Copp and Adam Lowry 
has been a bit of a security blanket for the Jets during the past several 
seasons. “He's certainly earned it. And it's not a payoff. It's not like, 'Hey 
kid, you worked real hard and you're putting some points up so I'm going 
to throw you a bone.' It's, 'your game says now it can be really good with 
Mark. You can add something. Mark's not carrying you.' 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“What Andrew Copp does, we're really hopeful it'll make Mark Scheifele's 
game better, and that's kind of what we're looking for in all these 
adjustments, is to make the players around you better. So he's most 
definitely played well enough, absolutely, to play there.” 

Stastny and Wheeler played together during the lockout in Germany back 
in 2012, two cagey veterans with a long track record of success. 

Connor’s finishing ability with those two elite-level passers could provide 
an additional spark for the Jets. 

It’s important to remember that the arrival of Pierre-Luc Dubois, likely for 
the road game against the Flames on Feb. 9 once he completes his 14-
day quarantine, will provide Maurice with another strong option at his 
disposal to work into that top-six. 

No matter who moves to the wing or what the reconfigured line 
combinations look like, having another high-end, two-way forward to lean 
on should benefit Maurice as the Jets continue to work towards the goal 
of optimal utilization. 

Scheifele, Wheeler and Connor will probably be asked to do plenty of the 
heavy lifting together this season, though splitting them up and sharing 
that load looks like the prudent thing to do at this time. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Weekend Takeaways: Gaudreau, Boeser hushing 
trade talk with strong play 

 

Ryan Dixon 

February 1, 2021, 10:44 AM 

 

They’re two American wingers toiling in Canadian markets who’ve been 
the subject of trade rumours in the recent past. Right now, though, their 
sell price would be so high you’d expect Reddit was involved. 

It’s safe to say neither Johnny Gaudreau nor Brock Boeser need to have 
any moving companies on speed dial. Gaudreau was the only player on 
the ice to put a puck past a goaltender during Saturday night’s game 
between his Calgary Flames and the Montreal Canadiens. The left 

winger’s power-play marker was a beauty, coming just 3:34 into the first 
period and serving as the game-winning tally in a contest Calgary — 
which was already at the players-only-meeting stage of concern over its 
recent bad results — desperately needed to have. 

Gaudreau — 5-4-9 on the year — has registered at least a point in each 
of the Flames’ seven games. Three of his helpers are primary assists 
and, playing beside usual running mate Sean Monahan, his advanced 
stats have been chart-busting good. This is on the heels of a 70-game 
campaign last year that saw "Johnny Hockey" produce at a 68-point 
pace, well below the high bar he’d set for himself with 99 points in 2018-
19 and 84 the season prior. 

Historically, trade talk surrounding Gaudreau seemed to stem from a 
sense something major might have to change with the Flames if they are 
to stop being a team that falls flat come playoff time. Calgary showed 
better in the bubble last summer than it did during quick exists in 2017 
and ’19, but the clock is still ticking on the core of this club. 

Boeser, meanwhile, is tied for the NHL goals lead after he bagged two in 
the Vancouver Canucks’ 4-1 win over the Winnipeg Jets on Saturday. He 
struck even quicker than Gaudreau, delivering the opening salvo just 29 
seconds into the night. (His second one came with Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck on the bench). 

Half of Boeser’s eight goals have arrived in his past two games and his 
total through 11 outings this season puts him halfway to the 16 he netted 
in a frustrating and injury-marred 57-game showing last year. The injury 
bug has nipped at Boeser in each of his first three full seasons in the 
NHL, so here’s hoping he gets a full, uh, 56 in 2021. 

Everyone knew the Canucks — now winners of four straight by a 
combined score of 20-4 — were in a delicate cap situation this past off-
season, which drove some of the conversation about the potential for 
Vancouver to clear space by moving the 2018 runner-up for rookie of the 
year. 

Swap talk, of course, can be spurious at the best of times and at least 
part of the reason Boeser and Gaudreau have cycled through the mill 
might come down to the simple fact they seem to have such natural 
landing spots. Boeser is from the “State of Hockey” and wouldn’t the Wild 
love to get their hands on a homegrown sniper, while New Jersey native 
Gaudreau — an unrestricted free agent in 2022 — would surely fit well 
with a Devils team looking to drum up excitement as the club rebuilds 
with youth. 

Set all that aside — at least for now — though, because at the moment, 
Calgary and Vancouver have to be tickled to have these talented Yanks. 

Other Takeaways 

• What a miserable year this has been for the New York Rangers. The 
Blueshirts entered the year with plenty of dark-horse buzz, but things 
have gotten just plain dark. The Rangers have a single regulation-time 
victory, having dropped their most recent outing 5-4 in overtime on 
Saturday to the Pittsburgh Penguins after blowing a third-period lead for 
the third time this season. 

Things turned soapy on Sunday when New York put offensive-minded 
defenceman Tony DeAngelo on waivers, the breaking point in the 
troubled relationship reportedly being an altercation with goalie 
Alexandar Georgiev after the loss to the Pens. Maybe this strong action 
will help the Rangers turn the page. Time is already not on their side. 

• Ho-hum, just a couple eight-point weekends for Leon Draisaitl and 
Connor McDavid. The Oilers’ megastars combined for 11 points in 
Edmonton’s 8-5 touchdown-and-a-two-pointer win over Ottawa on 
Sunday night. The duo better not let its foot off the gas, though: The 
Oilers are giving up more shots per game than all but four clubs (33.2) 
and have the fifth-worst team save percentage in the NHL (.888). 

• Which unhappy Darren Ferris client would you rather have? Calgary 
third-liner Sam Bennett and Victor Mete — Montreal’s seventh 
defenceman — have let it be known via their agent that they would 
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welcome moves. The 24-year-old Bennett hasn’t come close to making 
good on his fourth-overall selection in 2014, while Mete has greatly 
outstripped initial expectations after being selected 100th overall in 2016. 
The small blue-liner has been displaced by the arrival of Alexander 
Romanov and Joel Edmundson, but his age (22) and high-end skating 
ability ensure somebody would snap him up. 

• Speaking of young defencemen, how about this start to the season for 
New Jersey rookie Ty Smith? After picking up a goal and an assist in his 
team’s weekend set with the Buffalo Sabres, the 2018 first-rounder is tied 
with Kirill ‘The Thrill’ Kaprizov for the freshman scoring lead with eight 
points in nine contests. 

Weekend Warrior 

With apologies to Philadelphia’s Joel Farabee and his hat trick against 
the Islanders on Sunday night (and because we already gave McDavid 
and Draisaitl their shine), Saturday offered up a great ‘Welcome to the 
NHL’ moment when Finnish rookie Aleksi Heponiemi batted home a puck 
out of mid-air for his first career goal. The tally doubled as the overtime 
winner for the, ahem, undefeated-in-regulation Florida Panthers. 

The Week Ahead 

• After tying former Capital Mike Gartner with career goal No. 708 against 
the Boston Bruins on Saturday, Alex Ovechkin can move into sole 
possession of seventh place on the all-time list with a tally against the 
Bruins on Monday. 

• Montreal captain Shea Weber is slated to play career game No. 1,000 
on Tuesday night when the Canadiens host Vancouver for the second 
time in two nights. True story: This was originally supposed to happen 
last April in Nashville, where he spent 11 seasons. Just another reason 
to hate this pandemic. 

• Monday marks the start of Black History Month and Sportsnet.ca will 
feature a wide array of coverage, including from black voices within the 
game of hockey. 
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TSN.CA / Five Takeaways: Canucks vs Canadiens 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

    The biggest disappointment in the Vancouver Canucks 6-2 loss in 
Montreal on Monday night wasn’t the final score. It was that after a 
terrible start and stewing on a 3-1 deficit after 20 minutes, it only got 
worse. There was no response. There was no uptick in effort. The 
mistakes the team made in the first period were repeated in the second. 
And after two more Montreal goals, Travis Green called his timeout with 
more than half the hockey game remaining. And still nothing. Well, 
except for another Montreal goal before the middle frame was through. It 
was a forgettable night all around for a team that was rested and carried 
a four-game win streak into action. Give Montreal credit. The Habs play 
hard and pressure the puck. But the Canucks were the authors of their 
own demise on Monday repeatedly skating into traffic, making brutal 
decisions with the puck and then failing to recover – and on more than a 
few miscues it’s fair to question the effort made in an attempt to recover. 
The defending on the first Montreal goal, the third Habs scoring play and 
the fifth Canadiens goal was unacceptable. That’s three goals in the first 
28 minutes and it doesn’t include the 2-0 goal where Nate Schmidt 
handcuffed Adam Gaudette with a surprise drop pass that turned into a 
partial breakaway for Artturi Lehkonen. That was just a bad play, but 
wasn’t the result of shoddy defense or a lack of effort. Montreal made 
scoring look easy on Monday night. But a huge part of that was just how 
easy the Canucks made it for them. 

    While there was plenty of blame to go around on the night, let’s put 
this one on the Lotto Line. The Canucks three best forwards were 
complete no shows on Monday. Brock Boeser has had a terrific start to 
the season, so he gets credit for that. But he was as culpable as his 
linemates in Montreal. The trio was outshot 9-1 and the scoring chances 
were 8-0 for the Habs with Boeser, Elias Pettersson and JT Miller on the 
ice at even-strength. And the Canadiens scored three of their six goals 
against the Canucks top line. Miller’s night was particularly egregious. 
Individually – and Green eventually had no choice but to split the line – 
Miller didn’t have a shot on goal and had just one attempt. He didn’t 
register a hit and had three giveaways. With Miller on the ice, the Habs 
held a 17-4 shot advantage and a 14-1 edge in scoring chances. Those 
numbers are hard to process for a guy who led the Canucks in scoring 
last season and was many nights the team’s offensive motor. While Miller 
is better than a point a game on the season (2+8=10 in 9 games), he has 
only scored in one game –January 27th versus Ottawa – and has yet to 
be the best player on the ice on any night so far. He seemed aggravated 
by starting the season in COVID protocol, he was visually frustrated 
during a game against the Senators last week and just seemed 
completely out of sorts on Monday night. The Canucks need last 
season’s scoring leader back and taking over hockey games again, soon. 
Tuesday night would be a good time for Miller’s best game of the season. 

    The Canucks needed a save from Braden Holtby on Monday night. 
They certainly would have liked one on the 2-0 goal that would have kept 
them close early on. It’s hard to find fault on many of the other goals that 
were clean looks or easy tap-ins, but when a goalie gives up six on the 
night, there are surely a handful he’d like to have stopped. It’s easy to 
second guess whether Monday should have been a Thatcher Demko 
start. Demko was named the NHL’s First Star of the Week after going 3-0 
and allowing just three goals in that span. He was holding the hot hand 
and seemed like a solid option to start again in the opener of this two 
game set in Montreal. But the Canucks were likely going to split the 
games, so it wasn’t a shock that they turned to Holtby. Still, he didn’t 
deliver and didn’t get much help from the team in front of him. However, 
in his six starts so far as a Canuck, Holtby has held only the lowly Ottawa 
Senators under three goals in any game he’s played. They need more 
from the veteran puck stopper who has now left the door wide open for 
Demko to get on a run with no back to back games for the Canucks for 
the rest of the month after tomorrow’s rematch with the Habs. 

    Here’s something you rarely heard at any point last season: the 
Canucks power play is costing them hockey games. Last season the 
Canucks feasted with the man-advantage scoring 57 times in 69 games. 
Their power play was fourth best in the NHL at 24.2% -- and it was a 
difference maker on many nights. It also allowed just four short-handed 
goals all season. This year, the Canucks power play is scuffling along at 
13.6% and has already given up three shorties (including another on 
Monday) – all to Montreal. The power play is now 6 for 44 on the season, 
but that barely scratches the surface of the story. Three of those goals 
came in a January 20th 6-5 victory over the Habs and two others came 
against Ottawa. So they have scored three of their power play goals in 
one game and have three over their other 11. Beyond that, the team is 
now 0 for 21 on the power play on the road and is actually net -1 after 
allowing Lehkonen’s short-handed effort. The same component parts are 
in place from last season’s dominant top unit. The Canucks have found 
their good stuff once in a dozen games, but need it far more often. It all 
tracks back to needing their best players to get on the same page and 
get with the program. It hasn’t happened nearly enough for the Canucks 
so far. 

    It’s wild to think but on Tuesday, the Canucks will already pass the 
midway mark of their season series with the Habs. And based on the 
early returns, it’s safe to say they don’t match-up particularly well with 
Montreal. The Canadiens have already hung seven, six and a pair of 
fives on the Canucks. Add it all up and Montreal is outscoring Vancouver 
23-12 through their first four meetings with wins in three of them and a 
shootout point in the other. The Canadiens have six wins and 14 points in 
the standings. Half of their victories and half of their points have come at 
the expense of the Canucks. It’s not too early to wonder would happen if 
the Canucks manage to make the playoffs and draw Montreal as a first 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 2, 2021 

 

round opponent. Actually, maybe that’s a thought that is best left for 
another day. Regardless, Tuesday night is important on a number of 
levels. The Canucks need to muster a response to what happened 
Monday. But they also need to recognize the importance of these 
individual season series. The best way to punch a ticket to the post-
season is to hold your own against the teams you’re battling with in the 
all-Canadian division. The Canucks are already down 3-1 in this set with 
Montreal and now in danger of losing touch with the Canadiens and the 
Canucks also trail Calgary 2-0 in that season series. Beating up on 
Ottawa is fine. But everyone else will, too. So it’s not enough for the 
Canucks to be 3-0 against the Senators when they are 3-6 against the 
other teams in the division. That math won’t add up at the end of the 
season. 
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TSN.CA / After bumpy start, Leafs’ Andersen looking 'unbelievable' lately 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held an optional practice and skills session on Monday at the Ford 
Performance Centre. 

With only seconds remaining in regulation on Saturday night, Leafs 
defenceman Jake Muzzin blew a tire in the offensive zone allowing the 
Edmonton Oilers to break out on a two-on-one rush the other way. 
Moments later, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins slid the puck past Justin Holl and 
onto the stick of Josh Archibald, who had already scored in the game. 

"Main focus for me is the shot and then try to slide over and take away as 
much of the net as possible," said Frederik Andersen. "Just happy to 
make that save." 

The Leafs goalie was able to get his arm on Archibald's shot and 
preserve a point for the road team. 

The numbers still don't look good as Andersen has an .892 save 
percentage this season, but the 31-year-old is looking more and more 
comfortable in the crease. 

"Freddie's been playing unbelievable and making huge save after huge 
save for us," said Michael Hutchinson, who has moved into the backup 
role with Jack Campbell (leg) sidelined. "As a goalie, in this division, all 
you need is to give your team a chance and especially our team, we 
have so many offensively gifted players." 

The North Division has featured plenty of crooked numbers so far. 
Entering play on Monday, six of the top 11 scorers in the National 
Hockey League called Canada home. The numbers, of course, aren't as 
flattering for some of the goalies. But after allowing nine goals in the first 
two games, Andersen is trending in the right direction with a .910 save 
percentage in his last six starts. 

"I feel like I'm moving really efficiently," Andersen said on Saturday night. 
"After those first few games, I figured out a little bit how I'm supposed to 
play and how I play my best and I got back to a little more of that. So, 
overall, pretty good." 

"He looks so calm in the net and big," gushed Hutchinson. "He's just 
making big saves at the times that we really need it. In the first period 
against Edmonton, he made a couple seam saves that gave our team a 
chance." 

The Oilers outshot the Leafs 13-9 in the opening period.  

"Every single game it seems like he makes a big save right when our 
team really needs it and that goes a long way for the confidence of the 

guys," Hutchinson said. "I'm sure it gives the guys a little more 
confidence with the puck and being able to make things happen on the 
offensive side." 

Frederik Andersen's 3.01 GAA and .892 SV% may not stand out off the 
paper but fellow goaltender Michael Hutchinson believes Andersen has 
been up to the challenge in a tough division and continues to make the 
big saves when the Maple Leafs need them. Andersen stated that he 
feels like he's moving efficiently on the ice. 

The Leafs usually start three-on-three overtime with Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner on the ice, but on Saturday it was John Tavares and 
William Nylander, who got the call alongside Holl. 

"We saw that Matthews had played two-and-a-half out of the final three 
minutes of regulation in a bid to make a push to try to win the game in 
regulation time and not have it go to overtime," coach Sheldon Keefe 
explained. "I looked down the bench and didn't feel that Auston was quite 
ready to go out again and skate up and down the rink in three on three. I 
felt another minute or so would be beneficial to him." 

The Oilers started overtime with Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and 
Tyson Barrie. The Leafs won the faceoff and got the first opportunity to 
end it. 

"John made a tremendous play to spring Will, who had a chance to win 
the game and it didn't go in for us," Keefe said. "They countered, like 
usually happens at three-on-three, and it went in for them. Generally, our 
plan would be to start Auston and Mitch as we've done in previous 
games, but in the circumstances, you're always adjusting." 

Nylander changed for Matthews 37 seconds in, but the Leafs centre 
could only watch as Draisaitl and McDavid converted on a two-on-one. 

John Tavares and William Nylander started overtime for the Maple Leafs 
on Saturday instead of Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner and head 
coach Sheldon Keefe explained his decision, saying he felt Matthews 
had been used a lot down the stretch in regulation to try and avoid the 
extra period and felt he wasn't quite ready. 

While Matthews is known for his ability to fill the net, Hutchinson was 
asked which Leafs players possess underrated shots. 

"Willie's got a deceivingly hard shot and quick release," the goalie noted. 
"As far as a hard shot, Pierre Engvall, it’s like he's trying to put the puck 
through the net every time he shoots. You can tell Mitchy really worked 
on his shot this year, too, coming back. He's got a little more zip behind it 
and Muzz has a cannon as well." 

Matthews has scored in five straight outings, but isn't satisfied with how 
he and linemates Marner and Zach Hyman are playing. 

"I feel like we kind of have little dips and then we have moments when 
we're really on it, creating a lot of offensive-zone time and stuff like that 
so we just want to stay consistent throughout the 60 minutes and apply 
pressure nonstop on the other team and collectively play in the offensive 
zone as much as possible," he said. 

That is actually a team-wide issue right now with the Leafs looking for 
more sustained pressure in the opposition end. However, the priority, 
early on, has been to tighten up defensively. 

"There is a balance there for sure," Keefe said. "They carry a bit of an 
offensive burden given the abilities they have and what they mean to the 
team. They know they are relied upon to produce offence. At the same 
time, we have made it very clear — not to just them but the entire team 
— that we have to prioritize defence. We have to be better that way and 
look to generate offence through defending well and frustrating teams 
and getting pucks back with teams in vulnerable positions where they are 
not ready to defend. That can be an advantage for us." 

After a loss to Edmonton on Jan. 20, Matthews lamented the fact his 
team seemed fixated on containing McDavid and Draisaitl and ultimately 
played too safe in a 3-1 defeat. 
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"It is a bit of an adjustment with that mindset," said Keefe. "Those guys 
are finding their way through it. The commitment that we've seen from 
Matthews and Marner on the defensive side of it with the difficult 
matchups they have had throughout, you know, it's been really good to 
see." 

Matthews and Marner have combined for eight even-strength goals this 
season while the rest of Toronto's forwards have supplied 10. 

"I don't think we've scratched the surface of the best hockey that we can 
play," Matthews said on Saturday night. "So, that's always encouraging 
... knowing that we can play a lot better, but we're still getting points, 
we're still winning." 

Despite starting the season 7-2-1, the Leafs believe they have lots of 
room to grow. "I don't think we've scratched the surface of the best 
hockey that we can play," said Auston Matthews, who wants his line to 
be more consistent. With a four-day break before their next game, head 
coach Sheldon Keefe is looking to improve the group's situational 
awareness and find ways to create more offensive-zone time. 

Forwards Joe Thornton and Nick Robertson skated on Monday as they 
continue to rehab injures. Thornton sustained a fractured rib Jan. 20 
against Edmonton while Robertson hurt his knee four days earlier in 
Ottawa. 

"The only update would be that they are making progress," said Keefe. 
"Thornton and Robertson skated and that is a good sign, but they are still 
on the same timelines. Nothing has changed there, but it's very positive 
to see them on the ice and moving." 

Per the initial timeline announced by the team, both players are expected 
to miss at least four weeks. 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe shared an update on the 
progress being made by Joe Thornton and Nick Robertson as they both 
made it onto the ice for the first time since suffering injuries in January. 
Although Keefe has seen some progress, the initial timeline of a 
minimum of four weeks remains the same for their return. Mark Masters 
has more. 

After a day off Sunday most of Toronto's top minute munchers were told 
to stay away from the rink and get some extra rest on Monday. 

"It is a chance to recover from the 10 games in 18 days that we just 
played," Keefe said. "Also, coming back from the West and getting in 
really late – it was 4 a.m. when I got to bed getting back from Edmonton 
– that in and of itself is something to recover from. We wanted to give 
ample time for that." 

But Nylander, a rink rat, still snuck out to take a twirl and do some skills 
work. And the third and fourth lines and third and fourth defence pairings, 
minus Zach Bogosian, were on the ice. Keefe kept tabs from the 
sidelines. 

"There is another group of guys that haven't played as much or there's 
some very specific things that we want them to work at," the coach 
added. 

"We were doing a lot of down-low work, getting pucks off the wall and 
using your body to shield the defenders," revealed forward Adam Brooks, 
"and things that separate the great players from the average ones. We 
did a bit of a scoring game at the end just within the drill we were doing 
and Spezz won." 

Jason Spezza seemed to be enjoying himself, with his laugh echoing 
across the rink at different times. The 37-year-old is playing a fourth-line 
role this season, but is also relied upon to help mentor younger guys.  

"You see why Jason has been able to play as long as he has and been 
so successful in that time as well," Brooks said. "It all stems from the 
amount of work he puts in and the passion he has for the game, so if 
you're able to take something from him and put that into the way your 
conduct yourself there's a chance that your career is going to go a little 
bit better." 

Brooks has only played one game this season, but he made an impact 
scoring a power-play goal, which was assisted by Spezza. That's not the 
only big moment the pair have shared. 

"We did play a basketball tournament, just in the players lounge spread 
out and following guidelines, on Nintendo Switch and me and him were 
the champions so that was a lot of fun to bring that home with him," said 
Brooks with a smile. 

Skills development consultant Nik Antropov spent a good chunk of time 
working with fellow Russian Ilya Mikheyev, who is still learning English. 

"It is great, for sure, not just for the language thing, which is the obvious 
one," said Keefe, "but as a member of our development staff here now 
for a few seasons, he has really picked up and learned a great deal from 
the skill development standpoint and the things that are important for us 
from a fundamental skill standpoint. He has gotten to the point where he 
is running sessions on his own here now. He is a great asset for us to 
have." 

Mikheyev was promoted to the Tavares line last week, but has just two 
assists on the season. 

Rasmus Sandin hasn't played a game since March 10 and remains 
eighth on Toronto's defensive depth chart. 

"It's obviously a little frustrating," the 20-year-old admitted with a smile. "It 
was a very long time ago since I played a game, but we're hanging in 
there and we're having fun in practice and it's great being with the guys 
again." 

Sandin played 28 games with the Leafs last season, but didn't see action 
during the playoffs. 

"We are sensitive to the idea that he hasn't played yet and how difficult 
that is," Keefe acknowledged. "At the same time, we have really tried to 
prioritize using this time productively with him to maintain or really 
improve his work habits and his time in the gym with his training, 
maturing his body and learning what is necessary to be an everyday NHL 
player." 

Rasmus Sandin is still waiting for his chance to contribute to the Maple 
Leafs this season and the young defenceman admitted that not playing a 
role can be a little frustrating but realizes the best thing he can do is to 
stay ready and practice as hard as he can. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
was preaching patience and says his presence in practice still allows him 
the opportunity to learn. 

Sandin has been passed on the depth chart this season by 27-year-old 
KHL import Mikko Lehtonen, who signed a one-year deal in the off-
season. The jury remains out, however, on whether the Finn can make 
the transition to the North American game. 

"He still doesn't look comfortable out there," Keefe said of Lehtonen on 
Saturday night. "We have put him in two of the last three games here and 
given him that opportunity. Now, we have a break and we'll continue to 
work with him in some areas of development where we would like to see 
him get better now that we have lots of examples and film of him playing 
in the NHL and where we think he can get better." 

Travis Dermott has sat two of the last three games as a healthy scratch 
to make room for Lehtonen, with Keefe going out of his way to say the 
24-year-old has done nothing wrong. 

The Leafs haven't lost any man games due to injury on defence yet this 
season. 
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TSN.CA / Sens desperately ‘need a win to stop the bleeding’ 
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By Brent Wallace 

 

The Senators were back on the ice in Edmonton on Monday, a day after 
another embarrassing loss. 

Ottawa was outscored 8-5 by the Oilers on Sunday night to extend the 
Sens’ winless skid to eight games. The Sens (1-7-1) have not won since 
their season-opening 5-3 victory over the Toronto Maple Leafs on Jan. 
15. 

“I think everyone is fragile at this point,” said head coach D.J. Smith after 
Monday’s practice. The Senators are all alone in the basement in the 
North Division and dead last in the NHL’s overall standings. 

The Senators have now lost all five games on this current seven-game 
road trip and been outscored 30-11. Ottawa will face the Oilers again on 
Tuesday before finishing its road trip Thursday against the Canadiens in 
Montreal. 

“You go into a season with expectations to be competitive every night 
and things haven't turned our way,” said Smith. “But one thing in the 
world is: Not everything is easy and when it's not, that's when you learn 
the most about yourself and about your team. And as a coach, as well, 
you find out how resourceful you can be, how do you find a way to get 
out of this? And when you do, you're always better for it. 

“It feels like you're never going to get out of it when you're in it, but when 
you do get out, you're always better for it.” 

Subpar effort from No. 1, 2 goalies 

Just how they get out of “it” is the question. There’s no question the 
goaltending duo of Matt Murray and Marcus Hogberg has been subpar, 
to put it mildly. Ottawa has the highest goals-against average in the 
league at a staggering 4.89. 

Murray was pulled just seven minutes or so into Sunday’s game against 
the Oilers after allowing three goal on nine shots. In his last four starts, 
the veteran netminder has been pulled twice and has a 6.46 GAA and an 
.811 save percentage. 

“It’s a tough situation for sure,” said Murray. “But I have been through 
stretches like this. I think most hockey players have. It’s not fun, 
obviously, but at the end of the day you just try to worry about getting 
better each and every day.” 

With Hogberg not fairing much better (4.71 GAA and .849 SV%), there 
has been a growing call from Senators fans to give the team’s third string 
goalie, Joey Daccord, a start to see if he can get a win. 

Smith understands the growing frustration and said he has thought about 
the possibility of using Daccord, but for now it appears the organization 
wants either Murray or Hogberg to work their way through this. 

"All options are available to us,” said Smith. “You know, at this point, we 
just need a win to stop the bleeding so it doesn't matter whoever we're 
going to use (they’ve) got to give us a game.” 

Needless penalties, faceoff woes 

While the puck stoppers are taking a lot of the heat for the Sens’ poor 
record in 2020-21, they haven’t been getting a lot of help. 

Taking too many penalties doesn’t help the cause as the Sens have been 
assessed 45 minor penalties so far this season. They have too many 
defensive breakdowns and struggle to control the puck. Ottawa is 29th in 
faceoff winning percentage (44.4 per cent) and last in defensive zone 
draws (37.6 per cent) 

“We have to do a better job getting 50-50 faceoffs or winning the faceoff, 
said Smith. “We're 28 per cent in PK faceoffs so all these things are 
causing major issues because the other team starts with a puck. It’s 
simple, if you have the puck, they can't score, so we have to be better.” 

Chabot still hurting 

The Senators are expected to ice the same lineup Tuesday as they did 
Sunday night, meaning Thomas Chabot will most likely miss a second 
straight game. The Senators’ best defenceman has not skated very much 
since leaving Thursday’s game in Vancouver after colliding with the goal 
post. 

“He skated there for a bit today,” said Smith. “I haven't talked to the 
trainers yet to see how he felt. He looked all right in the early going; we 
just wanted him out there for a few minutes.” 

The rebuilding Senators were aware there would be struggles throughout 
the season and say they remain committed to finding a solution that will 
result in a victory soon. 

“We’re aware of the situation, but we’re staying positive, said Brady 
Tkachuk. “We're going to get out of this eventually and our focus is 
always on the next one, so we put that one (Sunday’s loss) behind us 
and create some positivity, create some good Mojo going to the next 
one.” 

Senators lines Monday – No changes from Sunday’s game against 
Edmonton: 

Forwards 

Tkachuk - Norris - C. Brown 

Paul - White - Dadonov 

Stützle - Tierney - Batherson 

Paquette - Stepan - Watson 

Galchenyuk - Anisimov - Haley   

Defencemen 

Reilly - Zaitsev 

Coburn - Gudbranson 

J. Brown - Zub 

Aspirot 

Goaltenders 

Murray 

Hogberg 
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TSN.CA / With 'no-move' request window open, how NMCs shaped 2017 
Expansion Draft 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The formation of the Seattle Kraken quietly took a tiny step forward on 
Monday. 

That’s because Monday marked the first day NHL teams may request 
that a player waive his “no-move clause” for purposes of the Expansion 
Draft. That window will remain open for five months, closing on July 13. 

Teams must submit their protection lists on July 17, giving Seattle until 
July 21 to submit their 30 selections, one from every team except the 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

(The Golden Knights are exempt from the Expansion Draft and, as such, 
do not receive a cut of the $650 million expansion fee paid by Seattle.) 
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Even though they have five months to plan, it’s time for teams to get 
Kraken on the “no-move clause” front. 

Because if you look back on 2017’s Expansion Draft, those clauses tell a 
big part of the story as to why the Golden Knights made it to the Stanley 
Cup Final in their inaugural season. Those clauses forced teams into 
uncomfortable situations, exposing players they were not prepared to 
lose. 

Players with “no-move clauses” must be protected, unless waived by the 
player. No player is under obligation to waive. 

Out of the 59 players with “no-moves” in 2017, the only player who 
agreed to waive was Winnipeg Jets defenceman Toby Enstrom. 

The Jets then left Enstrom exposed, but worked out a trade with Vegas 
that ensured Enstrom would not be taken. In exchange for taking Chris 
Thorburn, the Jets swapped first-round picks with the Golden Knights. 

The difference: Kristian Vesalainen (24th overall) instead of Nick Suzuki 
(13th overall). 

There were other “no-move” clauses that spurred deals. 

Because the Minnesota Wild were required to protect Zach Parise, Ryan 
Suter, Mikko Koivu and Jason Pominville, they traded Alex Tuch to entice 
Vegas to take Erik Haula - rather than exposing Matt Dumba or Marco 
Scandella. 

The New York Islanders needed to protected John Tavares, Andrew 
Ladd and Johnny Boychuk, resulting in Ryan Strome being exposed. So 
the Islanders sent their first-round pick (Erik Brannstrom) to Vegas so the 
Golden Knights would take goaltender Jean-Francois Berube. 

The Anaheim Ducks were required to protect Corey Perry, Ryan Getzlaf, 
Ryan Kesler and Kevin Bieksa. So the Ducks traded Shea Theodore, 
who finished sixth in Norris Trophy voting last season, to Vegas so that 
the Golden Knights wouldn’t pick Sami Vatanen or Josh Manson. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets were forced to protect Brandon Dubinsky, 
Scott Hartnell and Nick Foligno, so they traded their first-round pick (later 
Vesalainen in Winnipeg) and 2019 second-round pick (later Kings top 
prospect Samuel Fagemo) along with David Clarkson’s contract so 
Vegas would select William Karlsson instead of Josh Anderson. 

(Yes, Florida trading Reilly Smith to guarantee the Golden Knights would 
take Jonathan Marchessault was a complete unforced error.) 

This time around, there are 48 players requiring protection by virtue of 
their “no-move” clauses. Two teams, Chicago and Dallas, each have four 
players requiring protection. Nine teams don’t have any worries at all with 
“no-moves,” including: Anaheim, Columbus, Detroit, Edmonton, New 
Jersey, NY Islanders, Ottawa, St. Louis, and Vancouver. 

Given their expensive contracts and ages, some players - such as Milan 
Lucic, Brent Seabrook, Zach Parise and Erik Johnson - are expected to 
be asked based on their unlikeliness of being claimed by Seattle. Others 
may be convinced for the good of the future of their team. 

But they are under no obligation to waive, having earned the clause. 

Here are the 48 players currently required to be protected in the 
Expansion Draft, according to CapFriendly.com, listed by position with 
details remaining on their contract after this season: 

Centres (12) 

John Tavares, Toronto - $11 million, 4 years 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago - $10.5 million, 2 years 

Tyler Seguin, Dallas - $9.85 million, 6 years 

Evgeni Malkin, Pittsburgh - $9.5 million, 1 year 

Nicklas Backstrom, Washington - $9.2 million, 4 years 

Sidney Crosby, Pittsburgh - $8.7 million, 4 years 

Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay - $8.5 million, 3 years 

Kevin Hayes, Philadelphia - $7.143 million, 5 years 

Patrice Bergeron, Boston - $6.875 million, 1 year 

Jordan Staal, Carolina - $6 million, 2 years 

Mika Zibanejad, N.Y. Rangers - $5.35 million, 1 year 

Charlie Coyle, Boston - $5.25 million, 5 years 

Left Wingers (10) 

Artemi Panarin, N.Y. Rangers - $11.642 million, 5 years 

Jamie Benn, Dallas - $9.5 million, 4 years 

Jeff Skinner, Buffalo - $9 million, 6 years 

Claude Giroux, Philadelphia - $8.275 million, 1 year 

Zach Parise, Minnesota - $7.538 million, 4 years 

Chris Kreider, N.Y. Rangers - $6.5 million, 6 years 

Brad Marchand, Boston - $6.125 million, 4 years 

Mats Zuccarello, Minnesota - $6 million, 3 years 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida - $5.9 million, 2 years 

Milan Lucic, Calgary - $5.25 million, 2 years 

Right Wingers (6) 

Patrick Kane, Chicago - $10.5 million, 2 years 

Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay - $9.5 million, 6 years 

Blake Wheeler, Winnipeg - $8.25 million, 3 years 

Phil Kessel, Arizona - $6.8 million, 1 year 

Brendan Gallagher, Montreal - $6.5 million, 6 years 

Alexander Radulov, Dallas - $6.25 million, 1 year 

Left-shooting Defencemen (8) 

Roman Josi, Nashville - $9.059 million, 7 years 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Arizona - $8.25 million, 6 years 

Victor Hedman, Tampa Bay - $7.875 million, 4 years 

Ryan Suter, Minnesota - $7.538 million, 4 years 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic, San Jose - $7 million, 5 years 

Keith Yandle, Florida - $6.35 million, 2 years 

Jonas Brodin, Minnesota - $6 million, 7 years 

Duncan Keith, Chicago - $5.538 million, 2 years 

Right-shooting Defencemen (8) 

Erik Karlsson, San Jose - $11.5 million, 6 years 

Drew Doughty, Los Angeles - $11 million, 6 years 

Jacob Trouba, N.Y. Rangers - $8 million, 5 years 

Jared Spurgeon, Minnesota - $7.575 million, 6 years 

Kris Letang, Pittsburgh - $7.25 million, 1 year 

Brent Seabrook, Chicago - $6.875 million, 3 years 

Jeff Petry, Montreal - $6.25 million, 4 years 

Erik Johnson, Colorado - $6 million, 2 years 

Goaltenders (4) 
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Carey Price, Montreal - $10.5 million, 5 years 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida - $10 million, 5 years 

Jacob Markstrom, Calgary - $6 million, 5 years 

Ben Bishop, Dallas - $4.916 million, 2 years 
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TSN.CA / Sandin says the waiting is the hardest part 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — It’s been nearly 11 months since defenceman Rasmus 
Sandin last skated in a competitive hockey game, and a strong 7-2-1 
start to the season by the Maple Leafs isn’t helping him crack the lineup 
any quicker. 

The 20-year-old has been relegated to waiting his turn, which has 
become an ever-increasing challenge of its own.  

“It's obviously a little frustrating,” Sandin admitted to reporters on Monday 
about his lack of ice time. “It was a very long time ago [that] I played a 
game. But [I’m] hanging in there and we’re having fun in practice and it's 
great being with the guys again. Right now, we've been playing pretty 
well as a group. We’ve been winning games, and so it's hard to get some 
changes [made] when that happens. We’ll just see; whenever I get the 
chance, I'll be ready.” 

Sandin has been in a strange middle ground with Toronto since the 
season began, practising every day with the regular NHL players but as 
the only one among them who has yet to see any game action. 

Even all the skaters on Toronto's taxi squad have made at least one 
appearance through 10 games, yet Sandin has remained on the outside.  

It’s not where Sandin expected to find himself. After making his NHL 
debut with the Leafs in October 2019, Sandin went on to play in 28 
games last season, producing one goal and eight points. His final game 
was also the last one Toronto would play before the COVID-19 pandemic 
shut down league operations on March 12. 

Sandin was part of the Leafs' Phase 4 roster during last summer's 
postseason tournament, but never advanced past practising to get in a 
qualifying-round game against Columbus. He's continued to work at 
honing his skills since then, first back in his native Sweden and then 
throughout Leafs' training camp, only to find himself entrenched as the 
odd man out. 

Difficult as that is, Sandin has tried to keep a positive attitude about his 
predicament.  

“The only thing I can do right now is just practise as good as I can and as 
hard as I can, just to stay in shape and be ready for the opportunity when 
it comes,” he said. “I'm getting a lot of opportunity in the gym, and getting 
stronger too. I feel like my skills have gotten better and my shot as well 
[is better]. I just look at it as something [good] to try to bring out on the ice 
when I get a chance.” 

It’s not that head coach Sheldon Keefe doesn’t want to give Sandin a 
shot; he’s just waiting for the right time. Part of the issue has been 
Toronto’s good health on the blueline, limiting any need for personnel 
changes. 

The other is that rookie Mikko Lehtonen is ahead of Sandin on the depth 
chart, so when Keefe does want to rotate players in, or use an 11-
forward, seven-defencemen lineup, Sandin isn’t getting the call.  

More than all that though is Toronto’s commitment to Sandin’s overall 
development, something that goes far beyond just ice time. The blueliner 
was selected in the first round, 29th overall, in the 2018 NHL Entry Draft, 
and they’re willing to play the long game in getting him ready for the next 
phase of his career.  

“We're sensitive to the idea that he hasn't played yet, and how difficult 
that is,” Keefe said. 

“We've really tried to prioritize with him using this time productively to 
maintain or really improve his work habits and his training in the gym and 
maturing his body, and just learning what's necessary to be an everyday 
NHL player. [That’s] not just from a skill standpoint, but the habits that go 
into everything when you take your gear off, what you're doing to take 
care of yourself and improve yourself. There is some growth to be had 
there.” 

When Sandin wasn’t playing for the Leafs in 2019-20, he was a top-
pairing defenceman with the American Hockey League’s Marlies, tallying 
two goals and 15 points in 21 games. 

In a perfect world, the Leafs might send Sandin back to the AHL purely to 
keep his confidence up with playing time, but the AHL still hasn’t received 
government approval for Toronto’s team to resume activities when the 
league’s new season begins on Feb. 5. 

That doesn’t leave Sandin with many options, other than to make the 
best of his current situation.  

“We have no doubts he's going to be an everyday NHL player,” Keefe 
insisted. “But we need to be as prepared as possible when that happens. 
Then [he needs] patience. He's got to take advantage of every day he 
has with the NHL team. He has a chance to learn and skate with NHL 
players. He's got to continue to stay ready and learn and get better 
through the process here.” 
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TSN.CA / Canucks vs Canadiens gameday preview 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks (6-5) shoot for a fifth straight 
victory tonight when they face the Montreal Canadiens (5-1-2) at Bell 
Centre. The teams are tied for second spot in the Scotia North Division 
with 12 points although the Habs have three games in hand. 

The Canucks moved on to Montreal after opening their six-game road trip 
with a 4-1 win in Winnipeg on Saturday night. Brock Boeser scored twice 
while Nils Höglander and Zack MacEwen had the other Vancouver goals. 
Thatcher Demko stopped 23 of 24 shots as the Canucks set a season-
low for shots against. The Canucks have outscored opponents 20-4 on 
their four game win streak. 

Boeser has now had back to back two-goal games and with eight on the 
season shares the NHL lead in goals with Connor McDavid. Boeser is 
already halfway to last season’s total of 16 goals after just 11 games. 
Höglander’s goal on Saturday gives the rookie a point in five of his last 
six games (2+3=5). 

With 8+3=11, Boeser has a share of the team lead in scoring with Quinn 
Hughes 1+10 and Bo Horvat 5+6. 

Braden Holtby gets the start in goal for the Canucks tonight. He stopped 
36 of 37 shots in a 4-1 over Ottawa in his last appearance last Thursday. 
Travis Green would not reveal his line-up after morning skate noting that 
one of his players is ‘questionable’ for tonight’s game. 
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After starting the season in COVID protocol, Jordie Benn made his 
season debut against Montreal on Saturday January 23rd. The Canucks 
have outscored opponents 7-0 with Benn on the ice in his first five games 
of the season. He has also chipped in with three helpers including an 
assist on Zack MacEwen’s goal on Saturday. 

Tyler Myers is celebrating his 31st birthday today. Tanner Pearson is 
playing his 100th game as a Canuck after being acquired from Pittsburgh 
two seasons ago. Pearson has 33+32=65 in his first 99 games in 
Vancouver. And tonight, Alex Edler ties Markus Naslund for fifth on the 
Canucks all-time games played list appearing in his 884th NHL game. 

The Habs suffered their first regulation loss of the season when the fell 2-
0 to Jacob Markstrom and the Calgary Flames on Saturday night. The 
former Canuck netminder made 37 saves for his second shutout of the 
season as Montreal outshot Calgary 37-33. Jake Allen suffered his first 
loss of the season in his third start. 

The loss put an end to the Canadiens three-game win streak and a run of 
five wins in six outings. Despite being held goalless on Saturday, the 
Habs still lead the NHL in goals per game with 4.13. They have scored 
four or more in six of their eight games so far this season. Montreal is 
second only to Tampa in shots per game averaging 33.9 a night. 

Tyler Toffoli leads Montreal in scoring with 6+3=9. Five of his six goals 
came last week against the Canucks at Rogers Arena. Josh Anderson, 
who is second on the team with four goals, left Saturday night’s game 
with flu like symptoms but is expected to play tonight. And defenseman 
Victor Mete is slated to make his season debut after reports surfaced 
over the weekend that he had requested a trade. 

After backing up on Saturday, Carey Price gets the call in goal tonight. 
The veteran netminder is 3-0-2 on the season after making 23 saves in a 
4-2 win over Calgary in his last outing last Thursday. 

The Habs took two of three games and five points from the Canucks in a 
three-game set in Vancouver last week. They outscored the Canucks 17-
10 in those contests. 

Captain Shea Weber is scheduled to appear in his 999th career NHL 
game tonight. 

POSSIBLE CANUCKS LINE-UP 

Miller-Pettersson-Boeser 

Pearson-Horvat- Höglander 

Gaudette-Sutter-MacEwen 

Motte-Beagle-Roussel 

Hughes-Benn 

Schmidt-Myers 

Edler-Chatfield 

Holtby 

POSSIBLE CANADIENS LINE-UP 

Tatar-Drouin-Gallagher 

Drouin-Suzuki-Anderson 

Toffoli-Kotkaniemi-Perry 

Lehkonen-Evans-Byron 

Chariot-Weber 

Edmundson-Petry 

Mete-Romanov 

Price 
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TSN.CA / Postponements have NHL headed toward scheduling crunch 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

One of the uncomfortable realities of playing a professional sports 
season during a global pandemic – even amidst optimism surrounding a 
worldwide vaccination effort – is that nothing can be set in stone. 

Last season, the National Hockey League led from the front by instituting 
a two-city bubble format that kept players and support staff safe while 
maintaining the integrity of the league’s restart plan. The bubble format 
worked exceptionally well – positive coronavirus tests were few and far 
between, and the games went off (mostly) without a hitch. 

This season has been different. Save for the San Jose Sharks, all teams 
are playing their games at home and adhering to a relatively normal 
travel schedule after divisional realignment. 

The league has instituted significant controls to try and minimize the risk 
of virus spread within teams (including punitive actions for teams who 
violate COVID-19 protocols), but they have also accepted the reality that 
positive tests will occur over the course of the season.  With that comes 
another reality: teams are going to have to be quite flexible in order to get 
through the year. 

Early into the season, the league was dealt a few difficult hands. An early 
outbreak within the Dallas Stars facility saw multiple games postponed, 
subsequently impacting the Florida Panthers. More recently, the Carolina 
Hurricanes (impacting multiple teams) and Vegas Golden Knights 
(impacting the St. Louis Blues and Sharks) have experienced outbreaks 
of their own, and have had to temporarily shut down facilities. 

There are two issues here. The first is that the schedule is already 
compressed. If this season went perfectly to plan, teams would on 
average play a game every other day (2.0 days per game), already 
compressed by about 10 per cent relative to a “normal” season. 

The second is that each team outbreak has a multiplier effect – the 
Panthers, for example, have already lost four games this season due to 
two different opponent outbreaks in three weeks. 

How have teams been impacted, and what does it mean for the rest of 
the league schedule? Here is the math on the scheduling changes so far: 

The key point here is that a number of teams have already seen 
unprecedented schedule compression because of the truncated schedule 
and because of postponements of games due to outbreaks. 

With 84 per cent of the regular season remaining, six teams (including 
the Sharks and Golden Knights, who will see game cancellations next 
week) already have a remaining schedule where they will play more 
frequently than every other day. Add the COVID-19 scheduling 
compression to the shortened season compression, and you can see 
how the games will stack up for teams down the stretch. 

One other thing to remember: If the league is set on finishing the regular 
season on or around May 8, 2021 (in order to maintain scheduling 
discipline in preparation for both the Olympics and an expectedly 
“normal” 2021-22 regular season), the compression can only increase 
with time. 

Right now, the league can remain hopeful and steadfast in a belief that 
all teams will finish a 56-game season. A couple handfuls of 
postponements are manageable. But if the math of the early season 
schedule changes holds and outbreaks continue into February and 
March, the league may have a very tough time getting all teams to 
completion. 
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Should that be the case, you would figure that the league might rotate to 
something like points percentage to determine postseason teams. 

The league has done a good job so far managing through an impossible 
situation, but it’s important to be realistic about where we sit. A repeat of 
January in February and March is going to create some serious 
scheduling chaos towards the end of the year, and will bring to the 
forefront questions on the feasibility of finishing the season with all 868 
scheduled games played. 
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