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Svechnikov goal gives Hurricanes 4-3 shootout win over Blackhawks  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour referred to a 
shootout as a “talent show” Tuesday. 

If so, it helps to have a special talent like Andrei Svechnikov. 

Svechnikov had a chance to end a shootout Tuesday against 
the Chicago Blackhawks. After goalie James Reimer had 
stopped three Chicago shooters, Svechnikov had the victory 
on his stick as the forward collected the puck and skated 
down the ice. 

Blackhawks goalie Kevin Lankinen had given up a goal to 
Svechnikov off the rush early in the game but then stopped 
some Svechnikov forehand attempts later, making big saves. 
So what did Svechnikov do? Go back to the forehand and 
beat Lankinen for a 4-3 win at the United Center. 

“I had tried the move and couldn’t score,” Svechnikov said on 
the postgame media call. “But I decided to do the same thing 
because the goalie knew I had tried it already a couple of 
times, and it was like he knew I wasn’t going to do that. It 
was a great shot for me.” 

Call it reverse psychology, hockey style, but it worked. 

“He’s game-changer for us every night and tonight was no 
different,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. 

Just like that, the Canes (6-1-0) had won their fourth straight 
game since their COVID-19 pause. They had won their 
second straight shootout. They also had won on a night 
when Brind’Amour said the four players returning to the 
lineup from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list were sluggish 
and that the sluggishness “bled” into the Canes’ game.  

“Tonight was not a good night for us,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ll take the win for sure but we were not in sync. We were 
a little off for most of the game. We got kind of fortunate 
tonight.” 

Reimer, who wasn’t sluggish, again was the winner in the 
shootout, as he was Sunday against the Dallas Stars. With 
goalie Petr Mrazek electing to have surgery for a hand injury 
-- a decision he announced Tuesday on his Instagram 
account -- the Canes must rely heavily on Reimer to give 
them consistently good play in net. 

Reimer faced 33 shots Tuesday and in the shootout faced 
Alex DeBrincat, Patrick Kane and Dylan Strome. None could 
score, Kane approaching the net in slow motion, toe-
dragging the puck, trying to out-wait Reimer.  

Lankinen stopped Dougie Hamilton and Trocheck, who both 
scored in Sunday’s shootout. But not Svechnikov. 

Staal had a pair of assists, setting up Svechnikov and then 
Warren Foegele for first-period goals for a 2-0 lead. But the 
Blackhawks (3-4-4) skated and attacked, using their 
quickness. 

A power-play goal by Philipp Kurashev and then a score by 
Kane late in the first tied it 2-2. Vincent Trocheck’s third-
period score gave the Canes a 3-2 lead, but the Blackhawks 
countered on a Strome goal. 

Foegele was one of the players who had been placed in the 
COVID protocol and spent time in quarantine. Brind’Amour 
also had defenseman Jaccob Slavin, and forwards Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jordan Martinook back and playing. 

The overtime was loosely played by both teams and 
Lankinen made stops on Teravainen and Sebastian Aho, a 
Finnish duel, in the final minute. 

“Sometimes you’ve got to win ugly games,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Good teams find a way to win and that’s what we did 
tonight. We hung in there and then our big guys kind of took 
over.” 

Second period recap 

The second period had a lot of skating and a few very hard 
hits but no scoring and it’s 2-2 after two. 

The Blackhawks, who tied the score 2-2 late in the first, have 
given the Canes problems with their quickness and puck-
handling. But a hit on defenseman Brett Pesce by Chicago’s 
Carl Soderberg gave the game a harder edge. 

Pesce was flattened at center ice. Staal and Svechnikov 
quickly answered, Svechnikov putting a shoulder into 
Soderberg later to knock the forward to the ice. 

First period: Score tied 2-2 

Svechnikov’s goal, his fifth of the season, came off the rush 
at 3:51 as Staal got off a strong, one-handed pass driving the 
net. Staal, who has a four-game point streak, repeated it 
later with Foegele, who was playing his first game since 
returning from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list.  

Foegele’s score came after the forward made a defensive 
mistake, allowing defenseman Calvin de Haan to walk in on 
Reimer. Staal alertly poked the puck away. 

The Blackhawks responded with a power-play goal after a 
holding penalty on Haydn Fleury. Kane then tied the score 
after a Canes turnover by Slavin, beating Reimer with a 
quick shot and score with 18 seconds left in the period. 
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Hurricanes ride Reimer, Svechnikov to shootout win in Chicago 

Carolina moved into the top spot in the Central Division with 
the win 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes improved to 6-1-0 on the season 
with a 4-3 shootout win in Chicago on Tuesday. Andrei 
Svechnikov, Warren Foegele and Vincent Trocheck had 
goals for the Hurricanes, and James Reimer stopped all 
three Blackhawks in the shootout while Svechnikov added 
the game-winner as the third Carolina shooter. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Svechnikov continues to blossom into one of the league’s 
elite players. On Wednesday, Svechnikov scored a goal, 
delivered the hit of the game, dabbled with the idea of trying 
to score a lacrosse goal in overtime, and scored the shootout 
winner. 

“He’s a special player, we know that,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I can’t say enough good things about 
him.” 

Svechnikov got the first goal of the game — and his fifth of 
the season — off a Jordan Staal centering pass, then later 
responded to a hit on teammate Brett Pesce by flattening 
Chicago’s Carl Soderberg at the red line. 

In overtime, Svechnikov flirted with a game-ending lacrosse 
goal, but the puck never got up on his blade. 

“It was good opportunity and the D wasn’t there and I tried it, 
but I couldn’t put it on the stick,” he said. “The ice was pretty 
bad, so maybe next time.” 

Finally, he ended in the game in the shootout. With the 
Blackhawks stopped on all three attempts by Reimer, 
Svechnikov finally solved Kevin Lankinen (38 saves) for the 
lone tally in the shootout. 

“I tried it in the game a couple of times and I couldn’t score,” 
Svechnikov said of finally getting one past the Chicago 
goalie after having a few one-on-one opportunities during the 
game. “I tried the same move, to be honest, and I couldn’t 
score. But I decided I should do the same thing because the 
goalie knew I tried already a couple times. So he knew, like, 
I’m not probably going to do that (again), and it was a great 
shot for me.” 

2. Back when Staal was traded from Pittsburgh to Carolina, 
the prevailing opinion was he was looking to get out from 
behind Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin and be more than 
a third line center. Maybe he was supposed to be a 3C all 
along. 

With the addition of Trocheck, Staal is back in the role for 
which he’s perhaps best suited. Staal will always be a 
defensive force, but since he’s returned to the lineup, he has 
points in all four games he’s played. 

On Tuesday, he set up both of Carolina’s first period goals, 
showing off his offensive acumen. But that’s all gravy to 
Brind’Amour. 

“I think everybody gets kind of caught up in points to have to 
play well, and that’s not really how I judge it,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s always playing as well. … It’s just the last little 
while, for whatever reason, that things have been going in 
here for him, getting points. But, you know, he is very, very 
valuable to us, no doubt.” 

3. “Brind’Amour didn’t look like the winning coach after the 
game, and he agreed that the performance — despite it 
being a win — wasn’t up to par. 

“Today was not a good game for us. I’ll just leave it at that,” 
he said. “We’ll take the win, for sure. We won’t remember it 
in a little while; it’s two points. … Good teams find a way to 
win, and that’s kind of what happened tonight.” 

It’s hard to believe, but Carolina is already a seventh of the 
way through the season. At 7-1-0, the Hurricanes have the 
most points in the Central Division and have given 
themselves a little bit of breathing room despite having gone 
through a COVID-19 stoppage and losing their No. 1 goalie, 
Petr Mrazek, to injury. 

Reimer (30 saves) remained perfect on the year by moving 
to 4-0-0, and his three saves in the shootout — specifically 
the puck-on-a-string effort by Patrick Kane — were enough 
to secure the second point for Carolina. 

“Watching Patrick Kane come down and do that, I was just 
saying, ‘Well, this could get ugly,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s 
stick handling and doing all that stuff, and you got to give 
Reims a lot of credit because he stayed right with him. On all 
the shootouts and even in the game, he made a lot of big 
saves for us at the right times. He’s been great, no doubt.” 

Number To Know 

66.7% — Career shootout goal percentage for Svechnikov, 
tied for the best among any active NHL player with at least 
two attempts. Svechnikov has scored on four of his six 
career attempts, as has Pittsburgh’s Jake Guentzel. 

The Rangers’ Artemi Panarin has the most impressive track 
record of any active player, making 15 of 24 for a 62.5% 
success rate. Carolina’s Dougie Hamilton, who missed his 
attempt Tuesday, is fourth at 57.1% (4 of 7). Defenseman 
Petteri Nummelin made 8 of 10 with Minnesota in the mid-
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2000s, the best mark of anyone with at least three career 
attempts. 

They Said It 

“There’s no way he goes 0-for-4 on you. He’s too good.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on why he picked 
Andrei Svechnikov to shoot third in the shootout after 
Chicago goalie Kevin Lankinen had stopped on three 
chances during the game. 

Plus 

Vincent Trocheck, Hurricanes center — Trocheck got his fifth 
goal in seven games this season, banging in a ricocheting 
puck to give Carolina a third period lead. He and his 
linemates, Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas, dominated 

when on the ice with 25 even-strength shot attempts for to 
just six allowed — an 80.65% Corsi For percentage. 

Trocheck was also a beast in the faceoff circle, winning 15 of 
20 — including several in the offensive zone that led to 
scoring chances. 

Minus 

Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes center — Aho was mostly 
invisible Tuesday. He finished with three shots on goal, but 
had zero heading into the third period and had only one other 
shot attempt — which was blocked by former teammate 
Calvin de Haan eight minutes into the game. 

Brind’Amour said his returning players were “sluggish” and 
that it “bled into our group.” Aho certainly seemed like part of 
the group who was impacted by it.

 

 

Recap: Canes Top Blackhawks in Shootout 

Canes win fifth straight to improve to 6-0-1 

By Michael Smith 

CHICAGO - Good teams find a way to win games, even 
when they're not at their best. 

The Carolina Hurricanes won their fifth game in a row with a 
4-3 shootout decision against the Chicago Blackhawks, and 
they'll take the two points, even with the knowledge that they 
can be better - a lot better. 

"Today was not a good game for us. We'll just leave it at that. 
We'll take the win, for sure," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "We were good in spurts but not good enough, really. 
We got kind of fortunate tonight. Sometimes you have to win 
ugly games." 

The Difference 

For the third time in their last four games, extra time was 
required to settle the final score, and for the second straight 
game, a shootout was the deciding factor. James Reimer 
stopped all three shooters he faced, including a brilliantly 
patient save on Patrick Kane, who skated slowly into the 
zone and stickhandled to try to lull Reimer into biting to no 
avail. 

Meanwhile, Andrei Svechnikov netted the winning goal in the 
third round of the shootout. 

"He had missed like three breakaways. I'm like, 'There's no 
way he goes 0-for-4. He's too good,'" Brind'Amour said. "At 
the end of the day, it's your best players going against the 
other team's best players, and we've got some good ones." 

Fist Bumps 

Jordan Staal  

Staal was dishing out pucks with aplomb in the first period, 
the Canes' captain now has points in four straight games 
since returning to the lineup (1g, 5a). 

"Everybody gets kind of caught up in points to play well, and 
that's not really how I judge it. He always plays well. It's nice 
to see him get on the scoresheet, but if you really watch his 
game, he's had those chances, and he sets up people all the 
time," Brind'Amour said. "He is very, very valuable to us, no 
doubt." 

Svechnikov opened the scoring 3:51 into the game, as he 
was on the receiving end of a Staal pass that only got better 
with each replay loop. Staal fended off the defense of Nikita 
Zadorov to unload a one-handed backhand feed across to 
Svechnikov for the tap-in. 

About 11 minutes later, Staal corralled a loose puck in the 
slot from a Brady Skjei point shot. Staal rotated with the puck 
and dished over to Warren Foegele, who snapped off a quick 
shot that beat Kevin Lankinen short side. 

"He's so valuable to our team. He does all the small things. 
His vision has been great," Foegele said. "It's a treat to play 
with him. He works so hard." 

Vincent Trocheck  

Through the first seven games of the season, Trocheck is 
tied for the team lead in goals with five. Trocheck won an all-
important offensive zone faceoff to begin the scoring 
sequence in the third period. At the right circle, he was in 
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position to redirect Brett Pesce's point shot, but the puck 
took a 90-degree turn off Trocheck's blade and into open ice, 
where Nino Niederreiter fired off a shot. Connor Murphy 
dropped to a knee to block the shot, but the puck ricocheted 
over right to Trocheck, who buried the puck into the open 
net, putting the Canes up 3-2 for a brief period of time. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: James Reimer 

With Petr Mrazek now shelved for the foreseeable future, the 
Canes are going to be relying more heavily on Reimer in net. 
With the win, Reimer improved to 16-2-2 in his last 22 
regular-season appearances. 

"You can't say enough about Reims since he's been a 
Hurricane. It's just one great start after another. Watching 
Patrick Kane come down and do that, I was like, 'This could 
get ugly,'" Brind'Amour said. "You have to give Reims a lot of 
credit because he stayed right with him. … He's been great." 

Minus: The first two periods, at least 

The Canes jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first period and 
maintained a 2-2 score through two periods, despite not 
establishing their game. 

"Our success is from working hard and wearing other teams 
down," Foegele said. "We were trying to be a little too cute in 
the first two periods. When it came to the third period, we 
went back to the grind and keeping it simple to wear them 
down." 

Four players returned to the lineup after missing the last two 
weeks, and while that gave the lineup an infusion of talent, 

the effects of the layoff were evident. But, after the final 
buzzer, the Canes left the building with a 6-1-0 record. 

"They were really sluggish in general, and that's how it bled 
into our group. That's what I kind of expected," Brind'Amour 
said. "It was noticeable that we weren't on our game, but 
again, we found a way. That's really all you want. You want 
two points." 

Stats Pack 

8: The Canes have won eight straight shootouts dating back 
to March 19, 2019. 

7: Trocheck recorded a game-high seven shots on goal, plus 
another three shot attempts that were blocked. 

75%: Trocheck was a possession machine. In addition to his 
goal and seven shots on goal, he was also 15-for-20 in the 
faceoff circle. 

Quote of the Night 

"We got the job done tonight. It wasn't pretty or the way we 
wanted to play. … We found a way to win tonight and keep 
the ball rolling here. We've got a group that's committed and 
talented and finding ways to win. I thought Reims played a 
heck of a game to keep us in it. We'll take the two points, for 
sure." - Jordan Staal 

Up Next 

The Canes and Hawks will square off again on Thursday 
night. 
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Hurricanes defeat Blackhawks in shootout for fifth straight win 

Foegele has goal, assist in return for Carolina; Kane scores 
for Chicago 

By Brandon Cain 

CHICAGO -- Warren Foegele had a goal and an assist in his 
return from NHL COVID-19 protocol, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeated the Chicago Blackhawks 4-3 in a 
shootout at United Center on Tuesday. 

James Reimer made 30 saves through overtime and three 
more on three attempts in the shootout for the Hurricanes (6-
1-0), who extended their winning streak to five. Andrei 
Svechnikov scored the first goal of the game and the only 
goal in the shootout. 

Foegele was placed in the protocol Jan. 19, when the 
Hurricanes shut down their practice facility. He missed three 
games. 

"I don't think it was as much the legs as the lungs, getting 
back to playing fast hockey," Foegele said. "I was just trying 
to keep it simple, tried to take short shifts. The legs kind of 
felt good, but [we got] a big two points there." 

Jordan Staal had two assists for Carolina, which will play 
Chicago again here Thursday. 

"Today was not a good game for us," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "I'll just leave it at that. We'll take the win, 
for sure, and we won't remember it in a little while, but we 
were not in sync. We were a little off for most of the game. … 
We got fortunate. Sometimes you have to win ugly games. 
We hung in there and our big guys kind of took over." 

Alex DeBrincat and Dominik Kubalik each had two assists for 
Chicago (3-4-4). Kevin Lankinen made 38 saves and two 
more in the shootout. DeBrincat missed the previous four 
games after being placed in protocol Jan. 25. 

"It was a little tough, but I had morning skate to get the legs 
back a little bit," DeBrincat said. "First period, I was just 
trying to keep it simple, play an easy game and get the legs 
under me and it turned out fine. I felt pretty good the rest of 
the game." 

Staal sent a one-handed backhand pass across the slot to 
Svechnikov, who scored a tap-in goal at the left post for a 1-
0 lead at 3:51 of the first period. Staal then sent a loose puck 
in the slot to Foegele, who scored his first goal of the season 
to make it 2-0 at 14:56. 

"The first 7-8 minutes we weren't quite ready for how they 
were going to come at us," Blackhawks coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. "We got caught on the wrong side a couple 
times and when they got the size and speed, it's hard to 
recover as they can create some chances there. We dug 
ourselves a bit of a hole, but really happy with how we 
bounced back the latter half of the [first] period. I thought the 
first two periods were a pretty even hockey game. We were 
right there with them." 

Philipp Kurashev made it 2-1 at 17:48 when he scored a tap-
in goal on the power play at the left post.  

Patrick Kane tied it 2-2 with 18 seconds remaining in the 
second period from the high slot. With his goal, Kane (394 
goals, 639 assists) tied Doug Weight (275 goals, 755 assists) 
for sixth among U.S.-born players with 1,033 NHL points. 

Nino Niederreiter's shot went off Connor Murphy to Vincent 
Trocheck, who shot from the bottom of the right face-off 
circle to make it 3-2 at 6:50 of the third period. Dylan Strome 
tied it 3-3 at 13:21. 

This was Chicago's fourth loss in overtime or the shootout. 

"It's not unlucky, we've got to be better," Colliton said. 
"Finding a way to create a little more, taking care of the puck 
a little more in overtime. We've had some chances, no 
question. … But I do think we need to improve." 

NOTES: Forwards Jordan Martinook and Teuvo Teravainen 
and defenseman Jaccob Slavin also returned for Carolina 
after being placed in the protocol Jan. 19. Martinook had one 
shot and four hits in 10:56, Teravainen had three shots and 
one hit in 16:14, and Slavin had two hits and blocked one 
shot in a Hurricanes-high 24:54. ... Defenseman Nicolas 
Beaudin returned for Chicago after being placed in the 
protocol Saturday. He had one hit and blocked one shot 
playing an NHL career-high 20:01.
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Svechnikov, Hurricanes beat Blackhawks 4-3 in shootout 

By Jay Cohen 

CHICAGO (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes made one more 
play at the very end, and that was enough for coach Rod 
Brind’Amour on Tuesday night. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored in regulation and again in the 
shootout, leading Carolina to a 4-3 victory over the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

The Hurricanes improved to 4-0 since returning Jan. 28 after 
their season was paused because of COVID-19 issues, 
leading to the postponement of four games. Warren Foegele, 
Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo Teravainen 
were back in the lineup after they each missed three games 
while spending time on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

“They were really sluggish, I think, in general, and that’s how 
it bled into our group,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s what I kind 
of expected. 

“It was noticeable that we weren’t on our game, but again, 
we found a way. That’s really all you want.”  

Jesper Fast also was available after he was removed from 
the NHL’s COVID-19 list before the matchup with the 
Blackhawks, but he was scratched. 

Foegele had a goal and an assist, helping Carolina win for 
the sixth time in its first seven games. Vincent Trocheck also 
scored, and captain Jordan Staal had two assists. 

Svechnikov beat Kevin Lankinen on the stick side on the only 
successful attempt in the shootout, closing out the victory 
after James Reimer turned away Alex DeBrincat, Patrick 
Kane and Dylan Strome for Chicago. 

Svechnikov said he tried the same move a couple of times 
during the game and came up empty. 

“I decided on my shootout to do the same thing because the 
goalie knew, like, I tried to elevate it a couple times,” he said. 
“So he knew I’m probably (not) going to do that and it was a 
great shot from me.” 

Kane, Strome and Phillipp Kurashev scored for the 
Blackhawks, who dropped to 0-4 in overtime and shootouts 
this season. Lankinen made 38 saves, and DeBrincat and 
Dominik Kubalik each had two assists. 

“Frustrating. Four overtime losses now,” Strome said. “Those 
are valuable points even at this point in the season, with the 
short schedule.” 

Reimer made 30 stops for Carolina in his second straight 
start in place of Petr Mrazek, who left Saturday’s 4-1 win 
over Dallas with an upper-body injury. Mrazek is weighing his 
options for treatment and could be sidelined for an extended 
period.  

Chicago welcomed back DeBrincat and Nicolas Beaudin 
after they were removed from the COVID-19 list, but the 
team is still missing Adam Boqvist, Ryan Carpenter and 
Lucas Wallmark because of virus-related issues. 

DeBrincat came up with a big play in the third, finding Strome 
in front for the tying goal with 6:39 left in regulation. The 
Hurricanes had taken a 3-2 lead on Trocheck’s fifth goal 6:50 
into the period. 

“We dug ourselves a bit of a hole, but really happy with how 
we bounced back and responded,” Chicago coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. 

Carolina put together a strong start, using its speed to create 
several high-quality chances. Staal set up two goals in the 
first, making a one-handed pass to the middle that a 
streaking Svechnikov finished at 3:51 and finding Foegele for 
his first goal of the season with 5:14 left in the period. 

With Carolina looking to build on its lead, Chicago got back 
in the game after Hurricanes defenseman Haydn Fleury was 
sent off for holding Matthew Highmore. Kurashev tapped in a 
perfect pass from Pius Suter for a power-play goal with 2:02 
left. 

Slavin then turned the puck over in the final seconds of the 
first and Kane beat Reimer from the slot, tying it at 2 with his 
fifth goal. It was career point No. 1,033 for Kane, tying Doug 
Weight for sixth in scoring among U.S.-born players in NHL 
history. 

UP NEXT 

The teams play again Thursday night. Carolina then 
continues its road trip at Columbus on Sunday. Chicago 
travels to Dallas to face the Stars on Sunday.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus the biggest disappointment for every team in the 2021 
season 

By Emily Kaplan 

The 2021 NHL season has officially begun to take form, as 
the February schedule gets rolling. For this week's power 
rankings, we identified the biggest disappointment so far for 
every team. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account past 
results and offseason additions -- and those results are 
tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 2 
edition, published on Jan. 27. Records are through the 
games of Feb. 2 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 2 
Record: 5-1-1 
This week: vs. DET (Feb. 3, 5); @ NSH (Feb. 8, 9) 

It's been a bummer for Tampa Bay, to win the Stanley Cup 
and then not be able to raise the banner in front of fans. 
They've also enjoyed a 4-0 start at Amalie Arena, but haven't 
been able to welcome any crowd back yet. 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 4 
Record: 7-1-2 
This week: vs. OTT (Feb. 4); @ OTT (Feb. 6) 

Nearly everything has gone well so far for the Habs, but they 
could clean up their game a bit. Montreal has taken 53 
penalties in their first 10 games, ranking second in the 
league with 12:18 penalty minutes per game. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 
Record: 7-2-1 
This week: vs. VAN (Feb. 4, 6, 8) 

It's been a logjam at the back end of Toronto's defensive 
rotation, especially with the team wanting to give Mikko 
Lehtonen opportunity -- but still hesitant to use him too much 
at 5-on-5 as he adjusts to the North American game. 

4. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Record: 6-1-2 
This week: @ PHI (Feb. 3, 5) 

The Bruins have had to shuffle their lines, specifically the 
right wingers, quite often early in the season as they battle 
injuries. "It's the right-side dilemma with [David] Krejci that 
we thought we'd have solved this year," coach Bruce 
Cassidy said this week. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 1 
Record: 5-1-1 
This week: vs. LA (Feb. 5, 7); vs. ANA (Feb. 9) 

The Golden Knights had a top-10 power play last season, 
but it's just not working for them yet. It's 28th in the league 
right now. Coach Peter DeBoer said last week that the team 
was trying new concepts. "We're just not connected as a 
group out there yet," he said. "But I believe it's coming." 

6. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 5 
Record: 6-1-3 
This week: @ NYR (Feb. 4); vs. PHI (Feb. 7, 9) 

The Caps' biggest disappointment this season was with 
themselves, when Alex Ovechkin and three teammates 
violated the strict road trip rules forcing the captain to miss 
four games. However, Washington went 3-0-1 in his 
absence, including a whopping 55.6% on the power play. 

7. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 18 
Record: 5-0-1 
This week: vs. NSH (Feb. 4, 5); vs. DET (Feb. 7, 9) 

The Panthers' biggest disappointment may be this: they have 
the league's best points percentage and a 5-0-1 record -- 
while newcomers Patric Hornqvist and Carter Verhaeghe 
have a combined 10 goals -- but they probably aren't getting 
enough credit for it. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 9 
Record: 7-2-1 
This week: vs. BOS (Feb. 3, 5); @ WSH (Feb. 7, 9) 

Travis Konecny is one of Philadelphia's best young forwards, 
and has put up five goals in nine games. But the Flyers are 
still looking for more, leading to a benching on Saturday. "His 
5-on-5 game needs to be better in the areas that he's aware 
of," coach Alain Vigneault said. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 16 
Record: 6-1-0 
This week: @ CHI (Feb. 4); @ CBJ (Feb. 7, 8) 

After four starts, Petr Mrazek led the NHL in save percentage 
(.955) and goals-against average (0.99). But Mrazek got 
injured last weekend, and coach Rod Brind'Amour says his 
absence will be "longer term" and he could require surgery. 
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10. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Record: 7-2-1 
This week: vs. ARI (Feb. 4); vs. COL (Feb. 6, 7), @ MIN 
(Feb. 9) 

Vince Dunn is an analytics darling, but a slow start and some 
healthy scratches have him on the trade block. At 24 with an 
annual cap hit under $2 million, plenty of teams are 
interested. But can the Blues get a first-rounder in return? 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 6 
Record: 7-3-1 
This week: vs. MIN (Feb. 4); @ STL (Feb. 6, 7); vs. ARI 
(Feb. 9) 

Over the last two seasons, Nathan MacKinnon carried the 
load when the Avs' roster has been ravaged by injuries. 
Unfortunately, they'll have to repay the favor after the star 
center is now out "week-to-week" with a lower-body injury. 

12. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 7 
Record: 5-1-1 
This week: @ CBJ (Feb. 4); vs. CHI (Feb. 7, 9) 

Joel Kiviranta was a playoff darling in the 2020 bubble, and 
was poised to take another step this season. But we haven't 
seen the young Finn since the home opener (lower-body 
injury) as he joins Dallas' injured list. 

13. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 11 
Record: 6-5-0 
This week: @ COL (Feb. 4); vs. ARI (Feb. 6, 7); vs. STL 
(Feb. 9) 

Minnesota's future is looking bright, but the Wild have also 
been a top focus for the Department of Player Safety this 
week. Kevin Fiala got suspended three games for boarding, 
while Nick Bjugstad was fined $5,000 for cross-checking. 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 13 
Record: 6-3-1 
This week: vs. CGY (Feb. 4); @ CGY (Feb. 9) 

Though the Jets are happy they acquired Pierre-Luc Dubois, 
as an organization they need to look inward and evaluate 
their culture. While Dustin Byfuglien, Patrik Laine and Jack 
Roslovic are all isolated cases, it's hard to get past three top 
players wanting out. 

15. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 19 
Record: 4-4-3 
This week: vs. DAL (Feb. 4); vs. CAR (Feb. 7, 8) 

Here's something the Blue Jackets are not used to seeing: 
through their first 10 games of the season, with the top 
pairing of Seth Jones and Zach Werenski on the ice, 
Columbus has been outscored 11-4. 

16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 10 
Record: 5-4-1 
This week: @ NYI (Feb. 6); @ NJ (Feb. 9) 

The injury bug bit the Penguins hard in 2019-20, and hasn't 
let up in 2021. This time, the blue line is adversely affected. 
With Jim Rutherford's surprise resignation last week, it's up 
to a new GM to figure out these woes. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 15 
Record: 6-6-0 
This week: @ CGY (Feb. 6); @ OTT (Feb. 8, 9) 

There was hope that after three frustrating seasons in 
Nashville, Kyle Turris could revive his game in Edmonton. 
Not so much. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are still 
getting very little help from their teammates, including from 
Turris (just three points in 12 games). 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Record: 6-7-0 
This week: @ TOR (Feb. 4, 6, 8) 

A leaky defense and less-than-expected production from the 
top stars was the rationale for the Canucks' slow start. 
Vancouver isn't in too rough of shape, but can't afford to wait 
20-30 games to find its stride. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 21 
Record: 4-4-1 
This week: @ WPG (Feb. 4); vs. EDM (Feb. 6); vs. WPG 
(Feb. 9) 

Something is going on with Sam Bennett. His agent, Darren 
Ferris, told Sportsnet the center would like "a change of 
scenery," but the Flames denied that Bennett has a trade 
request. Whatever is true, bouncing around the bottom six 
isn't ideal. 

20. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 17 
Record: 4-3-2 
This week: vs. PIT (Feb. 9) 

It's been nice to see the Devils -- led by a resurgent Jack 
Hughes -- take strides this season, but their penalty kill (a 
strength last season) is performing poorly, ranking 29th in 
the league (67.7%). 

21. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 14 
Record: 3-4-2 
This week: vs. PIT (Feb. 6); @ NYR (Feb. 8) 

A five-game winless stretch was worrisome, which means 
the Islanders' usual woes are compounded. That includes an 
uninspiring power play (they are 19th in the league, at 
15.8%) and lack of goal scoring in general (29th, with 2.11 
goals per game). 
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22. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 20 
Record: 4-5-0 
This week: @ FLA (Feb. 4, 5); vs. TB (Feb. 8, 9) 

The Preds are off to a sluggish start, and can't score early, or 
enough, ranking 27th in the league with 2.33 goals per 
game. Through their first nine games, the Preds have held a 
lead for less than 38 total minutes. 

23. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 27 
Record: 3-4-2 
This week: vs. WSH (Feb. 4); vs. NYI (Feb. 8) 

Tony DeAngelo went from finishing 12th in Norris Trophy 
voting last season to earning a $9.6 million contract in 
October to being a 25-year-old who will likely never play 
another game as a New York Ranger. A disappointing 
downfall. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Record: 3-4-2 
This week: @ VGS (Feb. 5, 7); vs. SJ (Feb. 9) 

It's been a promising start to the Kings' season, but depth is 
becoming a concern. Injuries have hit the blue line hard, with 
defenseman Sean Walker (Matt Dumba puck to the face) 
and Matt Roy (boarded by Kevin Fiala) out "for extended 
periods." 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 29 
Record: 3-4-4 
This week: vs. CAR (Feb. 4); @ DAL (Feb. 7, 9) 

While it was an open goaltending competition, Collin Delia 
and Malcolm Subban may be disappointed that Kevin 
Lankinen has taken the hold so early. The young Finn (who 
ranks fourth in NHL save percentage) has been sensational. 

26. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 28 
Record: 3-5-1 
This week: @ STL (Feb. 4); @ MIN (Feb. 6, 7); @ COL (Feb. 
9) 

The Coyotes decided not to trade captain Oliver Ekman-
Larsson this offseason, but now they're seeing how hard it is 
to fill his role. Kyle Capobianco, Jordan Gross and Victor 
Soderstrom have rotated in for the injured captain, but it 
hasn't been the same. 

27. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 26 
Record: 4-4-2 
This week: All games postponed 

Veteran Kyle Okposo sums up the Sabres' season so far as 
thus: "You could probably ask anybody if they're happy with 
their offensive game, especially up front, and I'm assuming 
you'd get a lot of no's, myself included. ... That's going to be 
our biggest challenge." 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Record: 3-5-0 
This week: @ ANA (Feb. 5, 6); @ LA (Feb. 9) 

The biggest disappointment for the Sharks so far is that they 
are the only team not to get a home game yet. Though the 
schedule has changed a few times, it appears San Jose will 
finally get to play at home on Feb. 13. 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Record: 4-5-2 
This week: vs. SJ (Feb. 5, 6); @ VGS (Feb. 9) 

Fans in Anaheim know that this season is all about 
transitioning toward the future. That's why it might be a 
disappointment Trevor Zegras hasn't been called up yet, 
especially when he's doing things like this. 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 31 
Record: 2-6-2 
This week: @ TB (Feb. 3, 5); @ FLA (Feb. 7, 9) 

The Red Wings were frustrated that just when they were 
trying to establish their identity this season, they lost several 
players to COVID-related absences. Such is life in the NHL 
in 2021. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Record: 1-8-1 
This week: @ MTL (Feb. 4); vs. MTL (Feb. 6); vs. EDM (Feb. 
8, 9) 

Matt Murray won two Stanley Cups with Pittsburgh by the 
time he was 23. He signed a plump contract in Ottawa, but is 
struggling there (and it's not just the last-place team's fault). 
His .849 save percentage is 51st in the league among 
goalies with more than one game played.
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Svechnikov, Staal, Reimer power Canes to fifth straight victory, second straight shootout 
win 

For the second straight game, the Hurricanes are 4-3 
shootout winners as they continue to find paths to victory.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Good teams find a way to win. It’s rapidly becoming quite 
clear that the 2021 Carolina Hurricanes are a very, very good 
team. The Hurricanes won 4-3 in the shootout for the second 
straight game Tuesday night, topping the Blackhawks in 
Chicago to extend their winning streak to five games. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored in regulation and nabbed the 
shootout winner for the Canes (6-1-0), Jordan Staal grabbed 
two assists, Warren Foegele picked up a goal and an assist 
and Vincent Trocheck scored his fifth of the season. James 
Reimer stopped 30 of 33 Blackhawks shots, and all three he 
faced in the shootout.  

The Canes welcomed back Foegele, Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jordan Martinook for the first time since Jan. 
18 as all four made their return from the NHL’s COVID 
protocol list. There was some to be expected rust for the 
quarter, but they settled in as the game went along. 

Chicago mostly dominated the overtime period, but Reimer 
kept it scoreless, sending the Hurricanes to the shootout for 
the second game in a row.  

In the skills competition, Svechnikov scored the lone goal, 
and Reimer was superb, stopping all three Blackhawks 
shooters, including a dazzling stop on Patrick Kane.  

The Canes finally broke a 2-2 tie with about 13 minutes to 
play in the third period, as Trocheck found himself in the right 
place at the right time, firing the rebound of a blocked shot 
from Nino Niedrreiter into an empty net for his fifth of the 
season to make it 3-2.  

The lead was short-lived, however, as about seven minutes 
later, the Canes lost Dylan Strome in front of the net, and he 
knocked in a centering feed from Alex DeBrincat to make it a 
3-3 game.  

Carolina had a flurry of golden chances from Svechnikov and 
Sebastian Aho with about four minutes left, but Blackhawks 
goalie Kevin Lankinen came up big to keep it tied.  

A high-scoring first period saw Carolina jump out to a quick 
2-0 lead, but surrender two goals thanks to a penalty and 
uncharacteristic lapse in the last 2:02 of the period.  

The Hurricanes wasted little time striking first. Staal, who 
now has points in four straight games since returning from 
the COVID protocol list, used his power and size to fend off a 
defender and slid a perfect one-handed pass across the 
crease to Svechnikov, who tapped it in for a 1-0 lead not 
quite four minutes in.  

The Staal-Foegele-Svechnikov line stayed hot late in the 
first, as, with about five minutes left in the opening frame, 
Staal grabbed a loose puck between and made another slick 
feed, sliding it across to Foegele, who snapped a shot past 
Lankinen to make it 2-0.  

Shortly after the Foegele goal, Chicago cut the lead in half 
with a power-play goal, as Philipp Kurashev finished off a 
pretty tic-tac-toe sequence with a tap-in to make it 2-1.  

The Blackhawks tied it at two with 18 seconds left in the 
period. Jaccob Slavin, playing his first game since Jan. 18 
after missing the last three coming off the COVID protocol list 
and likely facing a little rust, made an unusual turnover to 
Patrick Kane in the defensive zone, who snapped a shot past 
Reimer to tie it up. 

Following a strong start to the second period for the Canes, a 
defensive lapse nearly allowed Chicago to take the lead, but 
Reimer made a sharp save on Dominik Kubalik in the dead 
slot, and turned away the rebound for good measure.  

Following a hit on Brett Pesce midway through the second 
period, Svechnikov responded, leveling Carl Soderberg in 
the neutral zone.  

Reimer again kept the game tied at two late in the second 
period with a head save on a Patrick Kane breakaway.  

The Canes, who moved into first place in the Central Division 
with the win, will be back at it against the Blackhawks in 
Chicago on Wednesday.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Staal, Foegele, Svechnikov on win in Chicago 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan Staal, Warren Foegele and Andrei 
Svechnikov spoke to the media following a 4-3 win over 
Chicago. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

For the second game in a row, the Hurricanes found a way to 
win, coming up with their second consecutive 4-3 shootout 
win and fifth straight victory overall.  

Andrei Svechnikov, with a goal in regulation and the shootout 
winner, Jordan Staal, with two assists and James Reimer, 
with 30 saves, were all instrumental in the win. That trio and 
Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media after the game, here’s 
a full breakdown of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Andrei Svechnikov: He’s a special player, we know that. I 
can’t say enough good things about him and he’s only been 
here a few years, but he’s a game changer.  

On the Canes finding ways to win: Today was not a good 
game for us. I’ll just leave it at that. We’ll take the win for 
sure, and we won’t remember it in a little while. It’ll just be 
two points. But we were not in sync. We were a little off for 
most of the game. I thought the Trocheck line was really 
good throughout the whole game, and then we were good in 
spurts but not good enough, really. I thought we got kind of 
fortunate tonight. But sometimes you’ve got to win ugly 
games. Good teams find a way to win, and that’s kind of 
what happened tonight. We hung in there, and then our big 
guys kind of took over. 

On Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Jordan Martinook and 
Warren Foegele’s return to the lineup: That’s kind of what I 
was referring to. I think they were really sluggish in general. I 
think that’s how it bled in to our group. That’s what I kind of 
expected. I’ve got to give Chicago a lot of credit. They really 
came after us tonight with speed, so it was noticeable that 
we weren’t on our game, but, again, we found a way. That’s 
really all you want. You want to get two points.  

On Jordan Staal: I’ve always seen him play well. I think 
everybody gets kind of caught up in points to have to play 
well. That’s not really how I judge it. He always plays well. 
It’s nice to see him get on the scoresheet, but if you really 
watch his game, he’s had those chances and he sets up 
people all the time. The last little while, for whatever reasons, 
things have been going in for him and getting points. But he 
is very, very valuable to us. No doubt. 

On the shootout: I think that’s definitely turned in our favor. 
That goes to the talent that we have now. The overtime and 
shootouts, that’s a talent show. That’s really what’s going on 
there. There’s not a heck of a lot of coaching going on. Three 
on three, there’s little things here and there, but at the end of 
the day, it’s your best players going against the other team’s 
best players. We’ve got some good ones. 

On Svechnikov’s shootout winner: It’s funny, I don’t really 
know what his record is on the shootouts, I’d have to look it 
up. I haven’t checked it here in awhile. The reason I went 
with him was I thought he had a good thing going, and he 
had missed like three breakaways. He was right on the 

goalie, and I’m like, ‘There’s no way he goes 0 for 4 on 
these. He’s too good.’ So that kind of was the thing there, 
he’s too good. But like I said, we’ve got a lot of options, 
which is something that we probably didn’t have in the past. 

On the first period: We weren’t playing our game. We were 
fortunate to be tied. Even though we had a 2-0 lead and 
gave up a late goal, I thought we just got totally outplayed in 
the first period. I give Chicago a lot of credit, because they 
really took it to us. Even in the second period, I still thought 
they were kind of all over us. Really, it’s just a matter with our 
group of we have to figure out how to get to our game and 
then the talent takes over after. But we can’t try to cutesy it 
early. We need to get to our game and then your talent takes 
over. 

On James Reimer: You can’t say enough about Reims since 
he’s been a Hurricane. It’s just one great start after another. 
Honestly, watching Patrick Kane come down and do that, I 
was like, ‘Oh, this could get ugly.’ He’s stickhandling and 
doing all that stuff. You have to give Reims a lot of credit, 
because he stayed right with him, on all the shootouts. Even 
in the game, he made a lot of big saves for us at the right 
times. He’s been great. No doubt. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On his shootout winner and the play of James Reimer: 
Reimer, he’s been huge for us. He’s stepped up so much. 
Even with [Petr] Mrazek out now getting surgery, he stepped 
up for us tonight. And every night. He’s been huge for us. 
He’s playing well. We trust him so much. When you trust the 
goalie, you go on the ice and you try to score some goals 
and win the games. He’s been great for us.  

On my shootout, I tried it in the game a couple of times and I 
couldn’t score. I tried the same move, to be honest, and I 
couldn’t score. I decided in my shootout to do the same thing 
because the goalie knew I had tried it a couple of times and 
so he knew that I probably wasn’t going to do that. It was a 
great shot for me. 

On the assist he got from Staal and on what it’s like to play 
with him: He made a great pass. I tried to go to the net, and I 
knew he could get through the sticks with that pass. It was a 
great pass. Jordan is huge for us. When he went out of the 
lineup, it was kind of hard to get going without him. Once he 
came back, it’s obviously good to see him back. He’s our 
captain.  

On if he tried the lacrosse move in overtime: Yeah, I was 
thinking it. I had a good opportunity, but I was going too fast. 
It was a good opportunity. The D wasn’t there. I tried it, but I 
couldn’t put it on the stick. The ice was pretty bad, so maybe 
next time.  

On how he felt the team played in overtime: I think it was 
alright. The first couple shifts in overtime they handled the 
puck for a couple minutes. It was hard, but once we got the 
puck we handled the game. We’ve got to handle the puck 
more in overtime.  

Jordan Staal 
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On this team’s resolve and ability to get the job done: We got 
the job done tonight. It wasn’t pretty. It wasn’t the way we 
wanted to play. I thought they did a great job of playing our 
style. We found a way to win tonight and keep the ball rolling. 
We’ve got a group that’s committed and talented and finding 
ways to win. I thought [James Reimer] played really a heck 
of a game to keep us in it. We’ll take two points for sure. 

On his passes the last couple games: I found a way to find 
some guys tonight. The first one I just got a step on him and 
found a way to put it to the net, and got a fortunate bounce, I 
think, off of [Foegele]’s skate. The next one was some chaos 
in front, and when it is bouncing around sometimes guys get 
open quick. I was able to find [Foegele], and we were 
fortunate that they both went in. I’ll take it.  

On if Svechnikov ever surprises them and on if they were 
ready to come over the boards as he was taking the final 
shootout shot: He had about five breakaways tonight, I was 
assuming one of them was going to go in. It was fortunate 
enough that it was that one, I guess. It would have been 
nicer if he got a few earlier. I think he surprises us every 
game, but you feel confident with him. He’s a very talented 
player, obviously, and a game changer for us every night. 
Tonight was no different. 

On the rough first period and adjustments the team made 
going into the second: It wasn’t a great first, you’re right. I 
didn’t like anything really about it. I thought they did a great 
job of moving the puck forward and kind of stretching us out. 
I thought they did a good job of keeping you guessing. It’s 
tough to find guys sometimes. Their D does a great job of 
finding guys.  

So, we couldn’t really get to our defensive side of the game 
that we like to play and the counterattack. We started playing 
a little simpler, I think, and that was the main thing. When we 

did have the puck, there were openings but we made plays 
and it didn’t work out. They did a good job of staying on top 
and we didn’t really get in their end. All of those things that 
we like to do, we started to get a little better towards the end. 
It still wasn’t good enough. It was good enough to win, but 
we’ve got to do better.  

Warren Foegele 

On how tough it was to get his legs back and on if scoring 
helped: Yeah, maybe a bit. I don’t think it was as much the 
legs as maybe the lungs getting back to playing fast hockey. 
I was just trying to keep it simple and take short shifts. But if 
we’re speaking about the legs, the legs kind of felt good. A 
big two points there.  

On playing with Jordan Staal the way he’s playing offensively 
right now: It’s a lot of fun. I’ve been pretty privileged to play 
with him the last couple of years. He’s so valuable. His vision 
has been great. You saw those beautiful passes that he 
made a couple games ago and then tonight again. It’s 
definitely a treat to play with him. He works so hard, stops 
the best guys in the league. He can contribute as well.  

On what he saw from the team during his absence and 
Tuesday night that has allowed it to find its groove: Yeah, I 
think our success is from working hard and wearing other 
teams down. From watching those last couple games, you 
could see how hard the boys were working. Tonight, I think 
we were trying to be a little too cute in the first two periods. 
When it got to the third period we got back to the grind and 
keeping it simple and wearing them down. It turned out good 
for us.
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Chicago Blackhawks rally twice to tie the Carolina Hurricanes, but they lose 4-3 in a 
shootout 

By Phil Thompson  

It’s tough when the bully is bigger than you, but it’s even 
more daunting if he’s faster too. 

That’s what the Chicago Blackhawks had to deal with against 
the now-Central Division leading Carolina Hurricanes, who 
put pressure on the Hawks with their skating and 
aggressiveness and built a 2-0 lead in the first period. 

To their credit, the Hawks rallied twice to tie the Canes, but 
ultimately it wasn’t enough to come away with more than a 
point, and perhaps they should feel fortunate for that. 

A third-period goal by Dylan Strome took the game to 
overtime, but Andrei Svechnikov’s goal in a shootout gave 
the Hurricanes a 4-3 win Tuesday at the United Center in the 
teams’ first meeting this season. 

“They really challenged us right from the beginning,” Hawks 
coach Jeremy Colliton said. “I thought the first seven or eight 
minutes we weren’t quite ready for how they were going to 
come at us. We got caught on the wrong side multiple times, 
and when they’ve got the size and speed, it’s hard to 
recover.” 

Philipp Kurashev and Patrick Kane scored in quick 
succession to close out the first period in a 2-2 tie, and after 
the Hawks fell behind in the third, Dylan Strome knotted it 
again with 6:39 left in regulation. 

Winger Alex DeBrincat and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin 
returned to the Hawks lineup after being removed from the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol earlier in the day. 

“It was a little tough but I had morning skate to get back 
under me and get the legs back a little bit,” DeBrincat said. 
“First period, I was just trying to keep it simple, play an easy 
game. ... It turned out fine. I felt pretty good the rest of the 
game.” 

“I was out three days with the protocol and stuff. It just felt 
good to get out there with the guys,” Beaudin added. “Just 
happy I can play hockey again.” 

The Hurricanes jumped on Hawks goalie Kevin Lankinen, 
taking a 1-0 lead 3:51 into the game on Svechnikov’s snap 

shot. Warren Foegele found an opening with 5:14 left in the 
first period as Lankinen tried to slide over to cover the right 
post. 

But once again the power play gave the Hawks the jump- 
start they needed. 

Matthew Highmore drew a holding penalty against 
defenseman Haydn Fleury and Kurashev tapped in Pius 
Suter’s pass in front of goalie James Reimer. It was 
Kurashev’s second goal in as many games and his first on 
the power play. 

Kane finished off a Hawks rush with a snipe over Reimer’s 
stick 1:44 later, the Hawks’ quickest back-to-back goals this 
season. DeBrincat and Kane scored 1:51 apart against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the second game. 

The Hurricanes took a 3-2 lead in the third period on an 
unfortunate ricochet from Nino Niederreiter’s right-side shot 
that bounced to Vincent Trocheck and left Lankinen exposed 
on his left side. 

But Strome answered late in the third after some nifty 
passing by Dominik Kubalik and DeBrincat that found Strome 
in front of the net for the tying goal. 

DeBrincat and Beaudin both played on the Hawks’ three-on-
three units in overtime. DeBrincat played 21 minutes, 47 
seconds despite a weeklong layoff and Beaudin was in for 
20:01. 

DeBrincat also took the first try in the shootout — the Hawks’ 
second of the season — but was denied. 

Svechnikov took the Hurricanes’ third attempt and put it 
through Lankinen’s legs for the winner. 

“We knew coming in what a test it was going to be,” Colliton 
said. “They were missing however many guys the last few 
games and when you watch the games they looked 
dynamite. 

“And then they’re adding all these guys from their COVID list. 
Big challenge. And I thought, for the most part we answered 
the bell.”
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248950714.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/02/hurricanes-ride-reimer-svechnikov-to-shootout-win-in-chicago/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-top-blackhawks-in-shootout/c-321021078 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-game-recap/c-320919138 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-nhl-kevin-lankinen-andrei-svechnikov-647819124853a184993a909565f87817 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30822189/nhl-power-rankings-1-31-poll-plus-biggest-disappointment-every-team-2021-season 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/2/22263634/carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal-andrei-svechnikov-james-reimer-vincent-trocheck 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/3/22263768/rod-brindamour-carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-warren-foegele-andrei-svechnikov-

jordan-staal 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/blackhawks/ct-chicago-blackhawks-carolina-hurricanes-20210203-gz7snjsegngato5gxg2cgh3i6u-story.html 
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Svechnikov goal gives Hurricanes 4-3 shootout win over Blackhawks 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour referred to a shootout as a 
“talent show” Tuesday. 

If so, it helps to have a special talent like Andrei Svechnikov. 

Svechnikov had a chance to end a shootout Tuesday against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. After goalie James Reimer had stopped three 
Chicago shooters, Svechnikov had the victory on his stick as the forward 
collected the puck and skated down the ice. 

Blackhawks goalie Kevin Lankinen had given up a goal to Svechnikov off 
the rush early in the game but then stopped some Svechnikov forehand 
attempts later, making big saves. So what did Svechnikov do? Go back 
to the forehand and beat Lankinen for a 4-3 win at the United Center. 

“I had tried the move and couldn’t score,” Svechnikov said on the 
postgame media call. “But I decided to do the same thing because the 
goalie knew I had tried it already a couple of times, and it was like he 
knew I wasn’t going to do that. It was a great shot for me.” 

Call it reverse psychology, hockey style, but it worked. 

“He’s game-changer for us every night and tonight was no different,” 
Canes captain Jordan Staal said. 

Just like that, the Canes (6-1-0) had won their fourth straight game since 
their COVID-19 pause. They had won their second straight shootout. 
They also had won on a night when Brind’Amour said the four players 
returning to the lineup from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list were 
sluggish and that the sluggishness “bled” into the Canes’ game. 

“Tonight was not a good night for us,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll take the 
win for sure but we were not in sync. We were a little off for most of the 
game. We got kind of fortunate tonight.” 

Reimer, who wasn’t sluggish, again was the winner in the shootout, as he 
was Sunday against the Dallas Stars. With goalie Petr Mrazek electing to 
have surgery for a hand injury -- a decision he announced Tuesday on 
his Instagram account -- the Canes must rely heavily on Reimer to give 
them consistently good play in net. 

Reimer faced 33 shots Tuesday and in the shootout faced Alex 
DeBrincat, Patrick Kane and Dylan Strome. None could score, Kane 
approaching the net in slow motion, toe-dragging the puck, trying to out-
wait Reumer. 

Lankinen stopped Dougie Hamilton and Trocheck, who both scored in 
Sunday’s shootout. But not Svechnikov. 

Staal had a pair of assists, setting up Svechnikov and then Warren 
Foegele for first-period goals for a 2-0 lead. But the Blackhawks (3-4-4) 
skated and attacked, using their quickness. 

A power-play goal by Philipp Kurashev and then a score by Kane late in 
the first tied it 2-2. Vincent Trocheck’s third-period score gave the Canes 
a 3-2 lead, but the Blackhawks countered on a Strome goal. 

Foegele was one of the players who had been placed in the COVID 
protocol and spent time in quarantine. Brind’Amour also had defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, and forwards Teuvo Teravainen and Jordan Martinook 
back and playing. 

The overtime was loosely played by both teams and Lankinen made 
stops on Teravainen and Sebastian Aho, a Finnish duel, in the final 
minute. 

“Sometimes you’ve got to win ugly games,” Brind’Amour said. “Good 
teams find a way to win and that’s what we did tonight. We hung in there 
and then our big guys kind of took over.” 

SECOND PERIOD RECAP 

The second period had a lot of skating and a few very hard hits but no 
scoring and it’s 2-2 after two. 
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The Blackhawks, who tied the score 2-2 late in the first, have given the 
Canes problems with their quickness and puck-handling. But a hit on 
defenseman Brett Pesce by Chicago’s Carl Soderberg gave the game a 
harder edge. 

Pesce was flattened at center ice. Staal and Svechnikov quickly 
answered, Svechnikov putting a shoulder into Soderberg later to knock 
the forward to the ice. 

FIRST PERIOD: SCORE TIED 2-2 

Svechnikov’s goal, his fifth of the season, came off the rush at 3:51 as 
Staal got off a strong, one-handed pass driving the net. Staal, who has a 
four-game point streak, repeated it later with Foegele, who was playing 
his first game since returning from the NHL COVID-19 protocol list. 

Foegele’s score came after the forward made a defensive mistake, 
allowing defenseman Calvin de Haan to walk in on Reimer. Staal alertly 
poked the puck away. 

The Blackhawks responded with a power-play goal after a holding 
penalty on Haydn Fleury. Kane then tied the score after a Canes turnover 
by Slavin, beating Reimer with a quick shot and score with 18 seconds 
left in the period. 
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Chicago Blackhawks rally twice to tie the Carolina Hurricanes, but they 
lose 4-3 in a shootout 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

It’s tough when the bully is bigger than you, but it’s even more daunting if 
he’s faster too. 

That’s what the Chicago Blackhawks had to deal with against the now-
Central Division leading Carolina Hurricanes, who put pressure on the 
Hawks with their skating and aggressiveness and built a 2-0 lead in the 
first period. 

To their credit, the Hawks rallied twice to tie the Canes, but ultimately it 
wasn’t enough to come away with more than a point, and perhaps they 
should feel fortunate for that. 

A third-period goal by Dylan Strome took the game to overtime, but 
Andrei Svechnikov’s goal in a shootout gave the Hurricanes a 4-3 win 
Tuesday at the United Center in the teams’ first meeting this season. 

“They really challenged us right from the beginning,” Hawks coach 
Jeremy Colliton said. “I thought the first seven or eight minutes we 
weren’t quite ready for how they were going to come at us. We got 
caught on the wrong side multiple times, and when they’ve got the size 
and speed, it’s hard to recover.” 

Philipp Kurashev and Patrick Kane scored in quick succession to close 
out the first period in a 2-2 tie, and after the Hawks fell behind in the third, 
Dylan Strome knotted it again with 6:39 left in regulation. 

Winger Alex DeBrincat and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin returned to the 
Hawks lineup after being removed from the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol 
earlier in the day. 

“It was a little tough but I had morning skate to get back under me and 
get the legs back a little bit,” DeBrincat said. “First period, I was just 
trying to keep it simple, play an easy game. ... It turned out fine. I felt 
pretty good the rest of the game.” 

“I was out three days with the protocol and stuff. It just felt good to get out 
there with the guys,” Beaudin added. “Just happy I can play hockey 
again.” 

The Hurricanes jumped on Hawks goalie Kevin Lankinen, taking a 1-0 
lead 3:51 into the game on Svechnikov’s snap shot. Warren Foegele 
found an opening with 5:14 left in the first period as Lankinen tried to 
slide over to cover the right post. 

But once again the power play gave the Hawks the jump- start they 
needed. 

Matthew Highmore drew a holding penalty against defenseman Haydn 
Fleury and Kurashev tapped in Pius Suter’s pass in front of goalie James 
Reimer. It was Kurashev’s second goal in as many games and his first on 
the power play. 

Kane finished off a Hawks rush with a snipe over Reimer’s stick 1:44 
later, the Hawks’ quickest back-to-back goals this season. DeBrincat and 
Kane scored 1:51 apart against the Tampa Bay Lightning in the second 
game. 

The Hurricanes took a 3-2 lead in the third period on an unfortunate 
ricochet from Nino Niederreiter’s right-side shot that bounced to Vincent 
Trocheck and left Lankinen exposed on his left side. 

But Strome answered late in the third after some nifty passing by 
Dominik Kubalik and DeBrincat that found Strome in front of the net for 
the tying goal. 

DeBrincat and Beaudin both played on the Hawks’ three-on-three units in 
overtime. DeBrincat played 21 minutes, 47 seconds despite a weeklong 
layoff and Beaudin was in for 20:01. 

DeBrincat also took the first try in the shootout — the Hawks’ second of 
the season — but was denied. 

Svechnikov took the Hurricanes’ third attempt and put it through 
Lankinen’s legs for the winner. 

“We knew coming in what a test it was going to be,” Colliton said. “They 
were missing however many guys the last few games and when you 
watch the games they looked dynamite. 

“And then they’re adding all these guys from their COVID list. Big 
challenge. And I thought, for the most part we answered the bell.” 
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Blackhawks fall to Hurricanes in shootout despite Alex DeBrincat’s 
surprise return 

DeBrincat had two assists in an unexpectedly quick return from the 
COVID-19 list, but the Hawks only earned their fourth “loser point” of the 
season. 

 

By Ben Pope Feb 2, 2021, 9:51pm CST 

 

Alex DeBrincat rejoined and looked good in the Blackhawks’ lineup 
Tuesday. Getty 

A week ago, Alex DeBrincat was part of the Blackhawks’ first round of 
COVID-19 protocol-list designations, with coach Jeremy Colliton saying 
he’d be out “certainly two weeks.” 

But on Tuesday morning, well ahead of schedule, DeBrincat’s grinning 
face, tattooed left arm and dynamic offensive skills were back on the 
United Center ice. 
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The Hurricanes nonetheless spoiled DeBrincat’s return with a 4-3 
shootout win, fending off two comebacks by the resilient Hawks and 
prevailing on Andrei Svechnikov’s walk-off shootout winner. 

“We dug ourselves a bit of a hole, but [I’m] really happy with how we 
bounced back and responded,” Colliton said. “The first two periods were 
a pretty even hockey game; we were right there with them. Third period, 
we were hanging on a little bit. They really pushed.” 

Philipp Kurashev and Patrick Kane scored in the first period to help the 
Hawks rally from a 2-0 deficit, then Dylan Strome scored with 6:39 left in 
regulation to tie the score. 

But, as Colliton mentioned, the Hurricanes had more chances (18-11) 
than the Hawks in the third period and overtime, eventually dropping the 
Hawks to 0-4 in extra-time games. 

DeBrincat didn’t score but had two assists and was full of energy after 
not touching the ice for eight days. 

His quick stick forced a rare Jaccob Slavin turnover to set up Kane’s 
goal. Later, he tracked down the puck behind the net and found Strome 
crashing the net for the equalizer. 

“This morning, I was trying to take a few hard strides, just trying to tire 
[my legs] out a little bit and then regroup for the game,” he said. 

“Then during the game, there wasn’t too much problem with it. I had 
some consistent shifts in the first period, which was nice. I was able to 
catch my wind and play well.” 

Defenseman Nicolas Beaudin also was activated after three days on the 
COVID-19 list and played a whopping 20:01, getting time on the second 
power-play unit and in overtime. 

Colliton clarified that neither DeBrincat nor Beaudin had tested positive, 
thus explaining their faster-than-anticipated returns. 

The Hawks’ COVID-19 list is down to three players: Adam Boqvist, Lucas 
Wallmark and Ryan Carpenter. 

DeBrincat said Boqvist, who normally lives with him, has temporarily left 
his house. 

“That’s the right direction, for sure,” Colliton said. 

“You don’t want that list getting larger. Give credit to our team. We 
handled [their absences] well as far as taking care of business and 
focusing on our own performance.” 

Highmore moves on from scratches 

Matthew Highmore entered the season with a secure spot in the lineup, 
manning the left wing on the seemingly ultra-stable fourth line with David 
Kampf and Carpenter. 

But shakeups after the Hawks’ third game unexpectedly cost him his spot 
in the lineup for a time. He was a healthy scratch in five of six games 
between Jan. 18 and Jan. 30. 

“It’s a long season,” Highmore said. “Stuff’s going to happen. There’s 
going to be ups, there’s going to downs. [I] just have to continue to stay 
even-keel.” 

The last two games, though, Highmore re-entered the lineup and had six 
combined shots on goal. 

“I just want to be more consistent,” he said. “That’s the key to the game: 
better puck plays . . . [and] trying to create more battles.” 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 02.03.2021 

1182872 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Duncan Keith’s viral Corsi joke raises interesting point about value of 
NHL’s proxy stats 

Keith, asked about his 15 shots over the Blackhawks’ last two games, 
joked that he was “getting the Corsi up, so you guys think I’m good.” In 
doing so, he raised a good point about Corsi’s key weakness. 

 

By Ben Pope Feb 2, 2021, 2:45pm CST 

 

Duncan Keith’s individual shot attempts shot way up in the Blackhawks-
Blue Jackets series. 

Defenseman Duncan Keith was just trying to make a joke. 

But in doing so, he raised an interesting point about the merits and 
shortcomings of hockey’s proxy stats. 

First, some context: Keith has visibly made an effort to shoot the puck 
more often recently. Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton noted it Sunday, 
and the data back him up. 

Keith took five shots in the Hawks’ first game against the Blue Jackets, 
then 10 in the second game — leading the team with six on goal — after 
taking no more than three shots in any game this season. 

There’s a real reason why, too. 

“It started on the power play,” Keith said Monday. “We didn’t really have 
too much [going], a couple of entries didn’t work out, and I just figured 
that we needed to start getting some shots. I shot a few, and we were 
able to get a little momentum, and then a few other things opened up. . . . 
It’s important that if I have the shot there, I have to use it.” 

But before giving that thorough answer, Keith made a quip that went viral 
in the hockey world and ignited a years-old argument on Twitter, Reddit 
and beyond: 

“Getting the Corsi up, so you guys think I’m good.” 

Duncan Keith on his many shot attempts the past 2 games: "Getting the 
Corsi up so you guys think I'm good." 

— Ben Pope (@BenPopeCST) February 1, 2021 

Corsi, of course, is the statistic that measures shot differential (it’s like 
plus-minus, but for shots instead of goals) while at even strength. It’s 
purely quantity-based. 

In recent years, analysts have somewhat shifted away from Corsi and 
toward scoring chances and the more complex “expected goals.” 

Those stats incorporate quantity and quality and give a more accurate, 
comprehensive evaluation of performance. 

Yet Corsi remains the buzzword for the entire family of statistics, making 
it the most recognized and the most contentious. 

Keith is far from the first NHL player to criticize Corsi for its overuse. 
Fellow Hawks defenseman Calvin de Haan memorably did the same 
thing last season in a far longer rant. (De Haan chimed in again Monday, 
tweeting, “Dunks isn’t wrong.”) 

Keith is, however, perhaps the first NHL player to imply — even clearly 
jokingly — that a desire to maximize Corsi could theoretically affect 
decisions on the ice. 

That brings up the philosophical maxim colloquially called Goodhart’s 
Law: “When a measure becomes a target, it ceases to be a good 
measure.” 

It would certainly be possible for an NHL player to slightly manipulate 
Corsi if he so wished. 

Consider a scenario in which he has the puck on the perimeter of the 
offensive zone. He could shoot, minutely improving his Corsi ratio but 
with almost no chance of scoring, or make a pass, forgoing the 
guaranteed shot but potentially leading to a better scoring opportunity. 
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And while there’s no documented evidence of a player consciously 
manipulating his Corsi, there would be plausible motivation. 

Corsi and other similarly “advanced” stats are often brought up in 
contract negotiations — and players are keenly aware of which stats are 
and aren’t, as Nikita Zadorov evidenced Monday when told he ranked in 
the top five in hits per game. 

“I don’t think that stat’s going to . . . give an extra $5 million,” Zadorov 
joked. “It’s not points or goals or anything.” 

Therein lies Corsi’s problem. 

As a proxy for possession rate, it has definite value, at least until the 
NHL’s new player- and puck-tracking data become publicly available. But 
the data points that serve as its foundation — shots — are not, 
depending on context, always valuable themselves. 

Conversely, there’s no question scoring chances are always valuable. A 
player who “manipulated” his scoring-chance ratio would have simply 
become a better player — the very thing proxy statistics intend to 
measure. 

Keith probably didn’t think about any of that Monday. But his viral quip 
raised a good point nonetheless. 
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Hawks hang tough against Hurricanes, but fall 4-3 in shootout 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

John Dietz 

 

At first, it looked like we were in for a bloodbath at the United Center on 
Tuesday. 

Carolina, one of the top teams in the league and a legit Stanley Cup 
contender, came out firing on all cylinders and could have had 3, 4 or 
even 5 goals in the first four minutes. 

Fortunately for the Blackhawks, the puck bounced the right way and 
Kevin Lankinen came up with a few key saves to keep his team alive. 

In the end, the Hawks battled back from 2-0 and 3-2 deficits and 
eventually lost 4-3 in a shootout when Andrei Svechnikov scored on 
Carolina's third attempt. Alex DeBrincat, Patrick Kane and Dylan Strome 
all failed to convert for the Hawks (3-4-4). 

Carolina, which was able to remove Teuvo Teravainen, Warren Foegele 
and D-man Jaccob Slavin from COVID-19 protocol, improved to 6-1-0. 
Foegele had a goal and an assist, while Slavin played nearly 25 minutes. 

"We knew coming in what a test it was going to be," said coach Jeremy 
Colliton. "I mean they were missing however many guys ... and when you 
watch the (games) they looked dynamite. And then they're adding all 
these guys from their COVID list. 

"So big challenge and for the most part we answered the bell." 

Philipp Kurashev, Kane and Strome scored for the Hawks, and Lankinen 
finished with 38 saves. DeBrincat, also activated from COVID-19 
protocol, notched a pair of assists. The second went to Strome and tied 
the game 3-3 with 6:39 remaining. 

"I had some consistent shifts in the first period, which was nice," said 
DeBrincat, who also took 4 shots on goal in 22 minutes. "I was able to 
catch my wind and play well. There was no problems there." 

Said Colliton: "You can't ask for much more after being off the ice for so 
many days. He was skating and he made plays; he won battles. He's a 
very important player for us." 

Carolina took a 2-0 lead on goals by Andrei Svechnikov and Foegele at 
3:51 and 14:46 of the first period. 

The Hawks made it 2-1 on a power-play tally from Kurashev at 17:58 of 
the first period, then tied it on Kane's goal at 19:42. 

Kane's score, his fifth, came after a forechecking DeBrincat alertly 
deflected a pass attempt from Slavin. The puck bounced right to Kane, 
who skated into the middle of the offensive zone, waited for the right 
moment and zipped a wrist shot that found its mark. 

Lankinen remained rock solid in net and especially in the third period 
when he stopped Svechnikov on two Grade-A chances. Eight of 
Lankinen's saves came in the final 4:36 of regulation and another 5 came 
in OT. 

"Seems like when we're getting dominated, he's always there to shut the 
door," DeBrincat said. "It's nice to have goalies that have your back when 
you turn over a puck or have a little defensive breakdown." 

Dominik Kubalik (2) and Pius Suter (1) had assists, Nikita Zadorov had 8 
hits and Connor Murphy had 6 blocks. 

After the teams meet in a rematch Thursday, the Hawks will play back-to-
back games at Dallas on Sunday and Tuesday. 
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Hawks' DeBrincat, Beaudin clear COVID protocol, start in Tuesday's 
game 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

John Dietz 

 

Forward Alex DeBrincat and defenseman Nicolas Beaudin came out of 
COVID-19 protocol Tuesday, and both played in the Blackhawks' game 
against Carolina at the United Center. 

Neither tested positive, according to coach Jeremy Colliton. Lucas 
Wallmark, Adam Boqvist and Ryan Carpenter remain in the protocol. 

Colliton was definitely happy to see the number of his players on the list 
shrinking. 

"That's the right direction for sure," Colliton said. "Credit to our team. I 
think we handled it really well as far as taking care of business and 
focusing on our own performance. 

"It's easy when things don't go your way (to) feel sorry for yourself. ... 
That's not the mentality we want to have in our team." 

Beaudin and DeBrincat both helped set up first-period goals. 

The first came on the power play when a Beaudin began a play that 
ended with Philipp Kurashev tapping in pass from Pius Suter. 

Less than two minutes later, a backchecking DeBrincat freed the puck up 
for Patrick Kane, who beat Carolina goalie James Reimer with a slick 
wrist shot from 26 feet out. 

No puck luck: 

Dominik Kubalik just can't seem to get going this season, and he chalks a 
bit of it up to bad luck. The Blackhawks' forward has just 2 goals on 31 
shots for a shooting percentage of 6.5 percent. 

During his 30-goal campaign in 2019-20, Kubalik converted on 19.1 
percent of his shots. 
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"I'm still trying to play my game, for sure. Nothing complicated," Kubalik 
said. "Just shoot the puck as much as I can, be around the net as much 
as I can and use my speed. ... 

"Sometimes maybe you need a bounce, a little luck on your side. You 
have to work or be lucky. That's my mindset right now." 

Slap shots: 

Heading into Tuesday's games, Kevin Lankinen was fourth in save 
percentage (.937) and eighth in goals against average (1.97) among 
goalies with at least three appearances. ... The Hurricanes came into 
Tuesday allowing the fewest goals per game at 1.67. Their penalty kill 
was ranked second (91.3%). 

He said it 

"It's not tough. ... Hockey is fun." 

Duncan Keith on if it's difficult to get the juices flowing in the empty 
United Center 

He said it II: 

"Gettin' the Corsi up so you guys think I'm good." 

Duncan Keith on why he took so many shots against Columbus on 
Sunday 

He said it III: 

"I don't think that stat gonna give me anything, right? It's not gonna give 
me an extra $5 million." 

A smiling Nikita Zadorov when asked if he takes pride in being ranked 
near the top of the league in hits 
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Competitive and – dare we say? – fun Blackhawks continue to defy 
expectations 

 

By Mark Lazerus Feb 2, 2021  

 

It’s a weird and borderline insulting thing to ask an NHL coach if he’s 
“surprised” by how “competitive” his sub-.500 team has been, but given 
everyone Chicago had lost and everything the Blackhawks were facing in 
a season that had “unmitigated disaster” written all over it, it was a fair 
question, all the same. 

Jeremy Colliton wryly chuckled before offering a firm “no, actually” before 
going back to his stump speech about the “relentless” mindset he wants 
the Blackhawks to have. 

“I’m pleased but not surprised,” he said. “As a group, we’ve decided to 
commit to play that way. Doesn’t guarantee anything, but you’re in the 
fight.” 

Asked the same question, Duncan Keith didn’t chuckle. He sat there for a 
moment, pondering the question and his answer. A moment dragged out 
into several seconds of awkward silence. Eventually, he offered up a “not 
really” before rattling off a modest list of reasons why, including the 
signings of Mattias Janmark and Lucas Wallmark, the excitement of 
having so many young players “chomping at the bit to get in games” and 
the fact that “we still got Patrick Kane on offense.” 

But objectively speaking, the Blackhawks have been a surprise. A very 
pleasant one. Certainly nobody outside the organization saw an already-
thin roster that was now without Corey Crawford, Jonathan Toews, Kirby 
Dach and Alex Nylander and thought, You know, they might not be so 

bad. Surely no one figured they’d be gathering points and in nearly every 
game after losing five more regulars to COVID-19 protocol for a week or 
more. And few people probably gave the Blackhawks much of a chance 
to hang with the ridiculously fast and deep Carolina Hurricanes, either, 
before Tuesday’s game or after watching them nearly run Chicago out of 
its own rink for most of the first period. 

But there the Blackhawks were, twice erasing deficits and forcing and 
surviving overtime before losing 4-3 in the silliness of the shootout. Since 
their awful first three games (and be honest, you thought the next 53 
would look similar), they’ve been in all eight games, and came away with 
at least a point in seven of them (3-1-4). 

Look, nobody’s saying the Blackhawks are good. It remains to be seen if 
they’re even mediocre. Twenty-one of their final 45 games come against 
the Hurricanes, the Tampa Bay Lightning and the sudden juggernaut 
Dallas Stars. It’s distinctly possible that the Blackhawks could still end up 
jockeying for position at the bottom of the Central Division with the putrid 
Red Wings. They don’t have Carolina’s speed, or Tampa’s skill, or 
Dallas’ apparent Faustian bargain for all the goals in the world. 

But Philipp Kurashev, projected as a third-line center but forced into a 
top-line role out of necessity, is on a 30-goal pace for an 82-game 
season after scoring his fourth goal Tuesday night. Alex DeBrincat 
returned from COVID protocol without missing a beat, forcing a turnover 
that led to Kane’s game-tying goal late in the first period and setting up 
Dylan Strome’s equalizer at 13:21 of the third with a deft pass through 
traffic. Kevin Lankinen made 38 saves and withstood a wild flurry from 
Carolina, including a two-on-none, late in the third to get the game to 
overtime. Brandon Hagel’s still buzzing around every shift. Nicolas 
Beaudin quarterbacked the second power-play unit and triggered a goal. 

This season wasn’t supposed to be about winning. It was supposed to be 
about all the guys in their early 20s proving they can hang in the NHL, 
and the proven ones showing they have more to give. Any standings 
points would be a bonus (or for the Think Tank brigade out there, a 
detriment). 

Yet the Blackhawks are piling up a few of them, anyway. And even when 
it’s no points, it’s hardly been pointless. 

“We’re playing more of a team game now,” said DeBrincat, who had a 
different vantage from his couch the last week. “We’re finding ways to 
stay in games and push them into overtime.” 

This was a chance to see how far the Blackhawks truly had come since 
that dreadful opening series in Tampa. This wasn’t Detroit, and this 
wasn’t a middling team with low-end scoring talent such as Nashville or 
Columbus. This was a legitimate Stanley Cup contender. Even Colliton 
was curious to see just how far his team truly had come in the past few 
weeks. 

“Yeah, I was,” he said. “We knew coming in what a test it was going to 
be. They were missing however many guys the last few games and when 
you watch the games, they looked dynamite. And then they’re adding all 
these guys (including Teuvo Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin) from their 
COVID list. Big challenge. And I thought, for the most part, we answered 
the bell. …We’re not patting ourselves on the back too hard over the 
performance, but I do think there’s been improvement.” 

This was a measuring-stick game. And on this night, like so many others 
so far this season, the Blackhawks measured up. However this season 
turns out, it’s OK to relish that. It’s OK to enjoy the process and the 
progress. It’s OK to admit you’re having fun. 

And it’s OK to be surprised by all of it. Because the Blackhawks are 
better than anyone thought, and better than they probably have any right 
to be. 

1. On the flip side, the Blackhawks have lost all four games that went 
beyond 60 minutes, two in overtime and two in shootouts. In fact, they’re 
0-for-6 in the shootout this season, failing to beat Nashville’s Juuse 
Saros or Carolina’s James Reimer. 
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“It’s frustrating,” said Strome, who said he changed his mind “three or 
four times” on his way to Reimer in the shootout. “Four overtime or 
shootout losses. Our record could be a lot better.” 

On the plus side, the Blackhawks’ past two overtime periods have been 
better than their first two, with Colliton going for a more attack-oriented 
approach. Tuesday’s extra session opened with Kane, Keith and 
DeBrincat rather than a mishmash of skill and checking-line types. The 
Blackhawks were still outshot 5-3 in overtime, however. 

Shootouts and three-on-three overtime are gimmicky and unpredictable, 
but Colliton wasn’t content to just write it off as fluky. 

“It’s not unlucky, we’ve got to be better,” he said. “Finding a way to create 
a little more, taking care of the puck a little more in overtime. We’ve had 
some chances, no question. If they go in, you’re probably not asking me 
this question. But I do think we need to improve. And in the shootout, it’s 
a crapshoot, but obviously, we’ve got to find a way to score.” 

2. You can thank Lankinen (career-high 38 saves) for the standings 
point. It very easily could have been 4-3 in regulation instead of 4-3 in a 
shootout had he not turned aside this flurry of Hurricanes chances, 
including steering Svechnikov wide on a 2-on-0. 

“Too much all at once,” Colliton said of the flurry. 

3. The SportLogiq tracking data backed up the eye test in this one. The 
Blackhawks had more offensive-zone possession time (6:54-6:24), more 
controlled entries (60-50) and more controlled exits (87-74), while 
Carolina had more slot shots on net (24-15) and rush chances (14-7). 
Against a team as fast, as big and as deep as Carolina, the Blackhawks 
have to be pretty thrilled with those numbers. 

4. DeBrincat made a surprise return to the lineup, giving the Blackhawks 
a much-needed boost in the top six. 

Six days earlier, Colliton had said that DeBrincat and Adam Boqvist 
would miss two weeks, and then “go from there.” So it was surprising to 
see DeBrincat on the ice for the morning skate Tuesday. He and Nicolas 
Beaudin, who was put into the protocol Saturday, were back on the 
active roster, and both were in the lineup Tuesday. That leaves Boqvist, 
Ryan Carpenter and Lucas Wallmark in protocol. Three is a lot, but three 
is better than five. 

“That’s the right direction, for sure,” Colliton said. “You don’t want that list 
getting larger. I mean, credit to our team. I think we handled it well, as far 
as taking care of business and focusing on our own performance. It’s 
easy when things don’t go your way (to) feel sorry for yourself. That’s not 
the approach we want to have, that’s not the type of mentality we want to 
have. That was really nice to see how we responded in all four games. 
It’s varying levels of uncertainty and adversity. We came away with a 
bunch of points. As we get guys back, hopefully, we can continue to 
build.” 

Colliton said Tuesday that neither DeBrincat nor Beaudin tested positive 
for COVID-19. DeBrincat couldn’t even skate while he was in protocol, so 
he jumped right in after a week off and just one morning skate and had 
probably his best game of the season. Ah, to be 23. 

“It’s a long week, but it was nice watching the games — which also 
sucked, as well,” he said. “At least I got to watch some hockey and spend 
some time at home. Overall, just making sure I’m healthy and making 
sure no one else gets sick. … You’ve got to take it the way the season is. 
It’s crazy. If nothing happens to you this season, you’re very lucky.” 

5. Beaudin only missed a few days and one game, so his task wasn’t as 
tall as DeBrincat’s. But he had an impressive game, too. He got the 
chance to quarterback the second power-play unit, triggering the passing 
sequence that led to Kurashev’s first-period goal, and was the second 
defenseman over the boards after Keith in overtime. After playing just 
9:50 in his first game of the season, and 13:35 in his second, Beaudin 
was up to 20:01 on Tuesday, drawing rave reviews from Colliton. 

“He was terrific,” Colliton said. “So patient with the puck, and happy we 
were able to get him back in so quickly. He’s got his chance here and 

he’s done real well with it. Real strong defensively. Sure-handed, got us 
out of D-zone. Played him in overtime and I felt extremely confident with 
him.” 

Beaudin was pretty even-keel about his breakout game, especially 
considering the COVID scare he just dealt with. 

“I’m just lucky to be playing in the NHL right now, with what’s going on in 
the world,” he said. “Whatever happens in the game, whether I play five 
minutes or play 20, I’m going to give it my all and try to help the team 
win.” 

6. The reason DeBrincat wasn’t back in his usual spot on the top line (he 
was with Strome and Dominik Kubalik on the second line) is because 
Janmark has looked sharp in that role. 

Janmark wasn’t signed to be a top-line winger for the Blackhawks. He 
was supposed to bolster the third line and provide a little depth scoring 
along with his sound defensive play. But when DeBrincat was sidelined, 
Janmark got the big promotion, moving up to the top line with Kane — 
first with Pius Suter, then with Kurashev. 

“I’m just a hard-working player,” Janmark said last week. “But I do feel I 
have a lot of offense in me.” 

Janmark is constantly in the thick of the action, aggressive and creative 
in the offensive zone. Ideally, he’ll be back in a middle-six or bottom-six 
role soon. But it’s good to know he has the versatility — and the creativity 
— to hang with Kane when needed. He has three goals and three assists 
through 11 games. 

“He’s so strong on the puck, that’s a big part of it,” Colliton said. “He can 
hold it, protect it, whether that’s in D-zone or in the offensive zone. He 
seems comfortable, confident. To carry the puck through the neutral 
zone, you need more than one guy who has to do the entries, and I think 
with Kaner sometimes, the instinct is just to look for him as early as 
possible and get him the puck. Of course, we want him to have the puck, 
and he’s going to handle a lot of the entries, but it can’t be all the time. 
So I like (that) Janmark’s willing to take that responsibility. He goes to the 
net and he’s shown some ability to make plays. He’s been good 
wherever we played him. He had a bit of a slow start the first few games, 
but from game 3, game 4 on, he’s been getting better and better.” 

7. Keith was in a loose mood during his post-practice Zoom call Monday, 
and he had a highly tweetable one-liner when asked about his sudden 
boom in shot attempts. He had 10 shots on goal in the two games 
against Columbus after having 11 total in the first eight games. 

“Just getting the Corsi up so you guys think I’m good,” he cracked, 
mispronouncing Corsi as “course-eye” before going into a more serious 
answer about consciously trying to have a more shoot-first mentality on 
the power play. 

While Corsi has faded a bit in the analytics hierarchy as newer, more 
nuanced stats become in vogue, it’s still shorthand for all “fancy stats” in 
the eyes of more traditionally minded players. Keith, for one, is a guy who 
obsesses over his own plus-minus, and can be found grumbling to 
himself about it at his locker stall after a game as he looks over the stat 
sheet. Lots of players are like that, particularly defensemen. 

It reminded me of a conversation I had with Kane after a morning skate 
(man, I miss having actual conversations with players after morning 
skates) in Calgary in 2018 — the last morning skate of the Joel 
Quenneville era, actually. We were talking about how the analytics 
revolution had impacted player evaluation and contract negotiations, and 
he joked that some players are just out there firing off shot attempts “from 
anywhere and everywhere” just to goose their Corsi numbers — a 
conspiracy theory that had gained some traction early that season. 

Kane is pretty tuned in to the numbers, certainly more than most players. 
But just a couple of years ago, he mostly demurred. 

“You hear about it and you can talk about it and there’s a lot of media 
attention on it,” he said that morning. “But I don’t really look at it too 
much. I couldn’t tell you what anyone’s Corsi or anything is in here. I 
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think some players might think about it more than others, especially if 
maybe you’re a guy that doesn’t play as much, or a guy on the third or 
fourth line fighting for a contract or something like that. Then you start 
thinking about it and maybe you can take it to the bank that you’ve got a 
high Corsi or something. I don’t know if that’s the way players think now 
or not, but I don’t really look at it too much.” 

Spoken like a guy with pretty decent job security, eh? 

8. Matthew Highmore came into camp looking like a lock for an everyday 
spot on the Blackhawks’ fourth line with David Kampf and Ryan 
Carpenter following his strong showing in the Edmonton bubble, where 
he had three goals and provided mostly steady play defensively. That 
spot seemed even safer after the Blackhawks lost three regulars in the 
weeks leading up to camp. 

But after three games this season, Colliton bumped him from the lineup 
in favor of Hagel. Highmore then sat four of the next five games, and he 
played a team-low 8:21 on Tuesday. Highmore said he never took a spot 
for granted, noting that “everybody’s always looking for a job.” 

“Look, it’s a long season,” he said. “Stuff’s going to happen. There’s 
going to be ups, there’s going to downs. Just have to continue to stay 
even keel, come to work every day, work hard, do your thing and be 
supportive. Those guys that came in, they played well. … I’m just here to 
help the team as much as I can and hopefully help in contributing in 
wins.” 

9. Reese Johnson was out of the lineup Tuesday thanks to DeBrincat’s 
return, but he was the fifth Blackhawks player to make his NHL debut in 
the first game (Lankinen, Kurashev, Ian Mitchell and Suter are the 
others). Meanwhile, the season debuts for Hagel and Beaudin were just 
their second NHL games. In a season during which genuine excitement 
is at a premium — as Keith put it, the United Center is “pretty dead” 
without fans — the young guys have injected some much-needed energy 
into the team. 

“Yeah, it’s exciting,” Keith said. “It’s nice to see the young guys get a 
chance and get an opportunity. You can feel some of their nervous 
energy and it’s good. It’s nice to have that in the room.” 

Added Kubalik: “It’s always exciting to see someone get their first one. I 
know that feeling, I had it last year. So I’m really happy for those guys.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.03.2021 

1182876 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Power play, a goaltending success: 10 Blackhawks observations after 10 
games 

 

By Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus Feb 2, 2021 

 

We thought we knew how the Blackhawks’ season would go. 

It wouldn’t be difficult to track down fans’ opinions on Twitter, scouts’ 
takes or what we said on Laz & Powers. Ten games don’t make a 
season, but it’s fair to say a lot of us were probably wrong about the 
Blackhawks. 

So here are 10 things we’ve learned so far this season. 

1. The Blackhawks are … fun? 

Look, nobody’s saying this is a good hockey team. These Blackhawks 
will not win the Stanley Cup this season, and they likely won’t make the 
playoffs. But despite losing their top two centers and their goaltender, 
despite losing their top left wing and their star young defenseman and 
three others to COVID-19 protocol, despite being told they had no 
chance to compete, these Blackhawks have gotten at least a point in six 

of their last seven games. And the one in which they didn’t get a point — 
Friday against Joonas Korpisalo and Columbus — might have been their 
best effort of the season. 

They work hard. Brandon Hagel plays every shift like it’s his first and last. 
Patrick Kane is still making highlight-reel plays. Connor Murphy has 
taken over as the No. 1 defenseman. Ian Mitchell has looked like an 
NHLer. Philipp Kurashev has out-performed expectations. Andrew Shaw 
looks like his old self, and has been a puck-retrieval machine. Pius Suter 
had a hat trick in his sixth NHL game. Reese Johnson was a one-man 
wrecking ball in his NHL debut. And Kevin Lankinen has been pretty 
spectacular. 

This is a weird, mishmash, patchwork team, depleted by injury and 
illness. They don’t have a lot of offensive punch. They have too many 
bottom-six types in top-six roles. There are head-slapping plays in the 
defensive zone nearly every night. 

But they play hard. And they’ve been competitive against everybody but 
Tampa Bay. The Carolina Hurricanes are very good, and maybe this era 
of good feelings gets punctured a bit this week. But these Blackhawks 
are more competitive than anyone thought they’d be. They’re also more 
fun than anyone had the right to expect. 

This looked like it would be a lost season. Instead, in just 10 games, the 
Blackhawks have found quite a bit. 

“We’ve said it right from the beginning of the year in training camp, we 
got to focus on getting better all the time,” Blackhawks coach Jeremy 
Colliton said after Sunday’s win. “The outside impression of us as a team 
really doesn’t matter. Our priority’s got to be trying to get better, 
competing, relentless, be determined, protect each other with our work 
ethic and our decisions and they’re doing it. You got to give them I think a 
ton of credit. The older guys leading the way and the younger guys 
playing without fear and coming in and being aggressive, playing on their 
toes and seizing the opportunity that’s there. We are getting better. The 
results, they’re not perfect yet, but I think there’s a lot to be excited about. 
Again, with so many young guys showing they’re ready to at least get an 
opportunity, they’re going to get a lot better here as the year goes on. 
That looks really good for our team in the weeks and months ahead.” 

2. It’s all about the youth 

The Blackhawks’ goal this season was to play their young players. It’s 
how they have any chance of getting back to where they once were. 

So far, so good. 

Five players have made their NHL debuts — Johnson, Kurashev, 
Lankinen, Mitchell and Suter. Hagel and Nicolas Beaudin had just one 
NHL game entering this season and now have more. 

It’s not just ice time, though. It’s about opportunities to develop. Adam 
Boqivst was made the quarterback of the first power-play unit. Kurashev 
centered Kane on the top line on Sunday. Suter was there before. Lucas 
Carlsson has been playing with Duncan Keith. Mitchell has been getting 
more ice time. Hagel has been getting looks up the lineup. 

3. So much for the tank? 

With the Blackhawks possibly being too good and other teams being too 
bad, the Blackhawks may not realistically be in the conversation for the 
No. 1 draft pick. 

Of course, the lottery balls can bounce any way, but early indications are 
the Blackhawks will accumulate too many points to have the highest 
odds for the first pick. 

According to Tankathon, as of Monday, the Ottawa Senators have an 
18.5 percent chance at the No. 1 pick as they’ve started out the season 
with three points through nine games. They’re followed by the Detroit 
Red Wings (six points in 10 games) and San Jose Sharks (six points in 
eight games). The Blackhawks are ninth and have a 4.5 percent chance. 
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In 10 simulations, the Blackhawks landed the third pick once, the ninth 
pick four times, the 10th pick three times and the 11th pick twice. 

4. The Blackhawks have a goalie, after all 

Lankinen was the last of the Blackhawks’ three goalies to get a shot, 
which gives you an idea of where he sat in the minds of the Blackhawks 
coaching staff entering the season. But scouts suggested he had a 
higher ceiling than Malcolm Subban and Collin Delia, and it looks they 
might have been on to something. 

Lankinen has been a revelation, far and away the biggest bright spot 
early this season. Since losing 5-4 in overtime to Florida in his NHL debut 
(a game in which he was better than the score suggested), Lankinen has 
allowed just seven goals in five starts, stopping 153 of 160 shots, for a 
.956 save percentage, second only to Vancouver’s Thatcher Demko in 
that span (he’s fifth in the NHL overall this season). 

It goes beyond the numbers, though. Lankinen looks the part. Sounds 
the part, too. Frequently playing deep within his own net, he looks calm 
and poised, making the easy saves but also enough of the tough ones to 
keep the Blackhawks in every game. We all sort of smirked at his 
seemingly unearned confidence during training camp, but now he’s 
backing it all up. He speaks like a goalie who’s been in the NHL for 
years, and who’s been on this team for years, too. 

“I feel comfortable in the net,” he said. “The guys have done a pretty 
good job to help me get comfortable inside and outside the rink. The 
communication is getting better with the defensemen. All in all, I feel like 
the guys are comfortable with me in the net, so I can feel that in my 
game. Obviously there’s still a lot to work on; we’re early in the season 
and (it’s) a lot of new experiences for me. Every game is still a new 
experience and I’m going to learn a lot and I’m only going to get better 
every single game.” 

Goaltending was supposed to be the Blackhawks’ most glaring weakness 
this season after Stan Bowman let Corey Crawford walk. Instead, it’s 
been their biggest strength. Who saw that coming? 

5. Mattias Janmark is a player  

Fun fact: Mattias Janmark has the worst expected-goals-for percentage 
on the Blackhawks, at a dismal 35.8 percent. Opponents have taken 59 
percent of the shot attempts when Janmark is on the ice, 60 percent of 
the scoring chances and nearly 62 percent of the high-danger chances. 

But every time he’s out there, it seems like he’s making things happen. 
Ten games is a pretty small sample size, so let’s give him the benefit of 
the doubt. He sure looks like a player. He’s aggressive offensively, 
muscling past defenders and creating plays out of nothing. He’s got three 
goals and three assists in his last six games, and has had little trouble 
keeping up with Kane since being bumped up to the top line in the wake 
of all the COVID-19 absences. He’s on the power play, he’s on the 
penalty kill, and he’s got more speed than expected — witness the burst 
after intercepting this pass and taking it all the way in for a goal. 

It’s easy to see why he was a fan favorite in Dallas. At 28 years old, he 
doesn’t necessarily fit the Blackhawks’ youth movement. But you can’t 
have all kids, either. Maybe he slots in a middle-six role for the future. 
Maybe he gets flipped at the trade deadline for a mid-range pick or two. 
Either way, he was a sneaky-good signing, and has been a sneaky-good 
player (as long as you don’t look at the numbers). 

6. Nikita Zadorov is not a finished product 

Bowman traded Brandon Saad to Colorado for Nikita Zadorov and 
immediately anointed Zadorov a Big Piece of the future. He was brought 
in to play alongside prized young defensemen Boqvist and/or Mitchell, 
and to be the stabilizing shutdown defender the Blackhawks have 
needed for years. 

It hasn’t exactly worked out that way. Zadorov lasted just three games as 
Boqvist’s partner before being moved to Connor Murphy’s pairing. He 
was too often hesitant with the puck, making poor decisions and finding 
himself out of position defensively. It’s not been all bad — he’s been the 

physical force the Blackhawks craved, and he’s broken up his share of 
plays. It’s just been all or nothing with him — for every good play, there’s 
a turnover. For every play he breaks up, he gives one up. This is exactly 
how he was advertised by those who watched him play in Colorado — 
lots of potential and the kind of size coaches dream about, but lacking 
the consistency to tap into his seemingly limitless potential. 

Zadorov is just 25. And his contract expires at the end of the season. 
Bowman brought him here to play a big role in the future. Zadorov still 
has to prove he’s worthy of such a commitment, though. And the jury’s 
still out. 

“I think the past few games have been pretty solid, in my opinion,” 
Zadorov said on Monday. “I had a couple of bad games — I think the first 
Nashville game, first Detroit game weren’t my best. I was still learning the 
system, learning how to play with my teammates and everything. There 
was kind of a lack of urgency. But I think I fixed it. Now I want to get 
better every game. For me, to be a leader on this team I need to go out 
there and play big minutes. I’m here for a reason, bring physicality to this 
team, bring toughness, be (hard to play) against. That’s what I want to do 
all the time, and I also increase my games when I’m doing that.” 

7. The defense is making progress 

The Blackhawks made a concerted effort to add defensively responsible 
players throughout the lineup in an effort to turn around arguably the 
league’s worst team defense. And while the Blackhawks have hardly 
become a Barry Trotz- or John Tortorella-type team — they’re still third-
worst in the league at 33.5 shots-against per game — they’ve made 
strides in the right direction. 

They’re in the middle third of the league when it comes to giving up high-
danger scoring chances, after being third-worst in the league last year. 
Lankinen has had to make his share of bail-out saves, but nothing close 
to what Crawford and Robin Lehner did last season. Generally speaking, 
the Blackhawks have done a better job of keeping opponents on the 
perimeter, clogging up shooting lanes with sticks and bodies, and 
clearing bodies and rebounds in front of the net. 

There are still too many instances of miscommunications, of two 
defensemen in the same corner of the ice while an opposing forward 
skates freely in the far circle, of failed clears and unmoved forwards. But 
those instances are happening marginally less frequently than the last 
couple of seasons. And that’s progress. 

8. Improvement around the net  

Ten games isn’t a massive sample size, but the Blackhawks have been 
defending better around the net. 

The Blackhawks were last in the league two seasons ago by allowing 
13.66 high-danger chances per 60 minutes and last again last season at 
12.91. That number is down to 10.1 this season and ranks 14th in the 
NHL. 

Some new roles and new players have factored into that. Dylan Strome 
has been on the ice for the fewest high-danger chances per 60 minutes 
at 7.05. He’s followed by Boqvist (7.49), Zadorov (8.58), Suter (8.93), 
Kurashev (8.99) and Murphy (9.13). 

On the other end, Carpenter has been on the ice for the most at 13.09 
and is followed by Keith (12.99), Carl Soderberg (12.93) and David 
Kampf (11.96). 

9. Brandon Hagel proving he can play, excel in the NHL 

There are probably a few players who would be in the discussion for 
most surprising player so far, and Hagel certainly is one of them. 

Here’s how he ranks in five important 5-on-5 categories: 

Expected goals percentage: 56.13, 1st 

Corsi percentage: 57.4, 2nd 

Shots on goal percentage: 56.1, 3rd 
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Scoring chances percentage: 55.07, 3rd 

High-danger chances percentage: 60.0, 2nd 

Hagel has done a lot of that despite playing in a fourth-line role and often 
starting in the neutral or defensive zone. He has the fifth-lowest offensive 
zone starting percentage on the team at 32.5. 

The one area the Blackhawks would love to see Hagel improve is the 
actual goals percentage, and factor into more goals for. The Blackhawks 
have scored just one 5-on-5 goal with him on the ice. The positive is he’s 
only been on the ice for two goals against. 

Takeaways can be a pretty subjective stat, but it’s no surprise Hagel is 
among the team’s leaders there. He’s second on the team with 3.03 
takeaways per 60 minutes. He forechecks and forechecks and 
forechecks. 

“He’s sure playing well and it’s exciting,” Colliton said. “Second-year pro 
here and he’s really taken hold of the opportunity and he does a lot of 
things you like — just pressure on the puck, great forechecker, he forces 
turnovers. He is relentless. He’s done a lot of nice things with the puck, 
too.” 

10. The power play looks legit 

The Blackhawks have their offensive challenges. Without so many top-6 
skilled players, that was expected. The goals aren’t going to be flowing 
like years past. 

That’s proven true so far. The Blackhawks are 26th in 5-on-5 goals per 
60 minutes at 1.77. They’re 22nd with 2.6 overall goals per game. One 
positive is the Blackhawks are fifth in the league at getting even-strength 
shots on net, according to Sportlogiq. The problem is they’re just not 
going in. 

But the one area where the Blackhawks have shown they score and 
hang with anyone is on the power play. Coming off a 2019-20 season 
where they were 28th with a 15.2 power-play percentage, they’re sixth 
now with a 33.3 percentage. 

That percentage isn’t likely to stand over time, but the Blackhawks’ power 
play does look like it’s legit. They’re moving themselves and the puck 
more. They’re getting more chances from the slot. It’s a group that is not 
just relying on Kane to do something. 
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Four takeaways from Blue Jackets' 6-3 loss to Stars in Laine's debut 

Laine disappointed with first game, defensive struggles continue and 
Korpisalo gets pulled. 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

Columbus Blue Jackets right wing Patrik Laine (29) skates around the ice 
during the third period of the NHL hockey game against the Dallas Stars  
at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. 

In the Blue Jackets’ ideal scenario, Patrick Laine would have made a 
triumphant Columbus debut against an opponent he lit up while with his 
former team. 

Little went ideally for the Jackets on Tuesday. 

Laine had a quiet debut as Columbus struggled on both offense and 
defense in a 6-3 loss to Dallas at Nationwide Arena. 

While playing with Winnipeg, Laine scored 18 goals in 17 games against 
the Stars, who reached the Stanley Cup Finals last year before losing to 

Tampa Bay. He had no such magic while wearing the home, er, red 
jersey as the Blue Jackets also debuted their adidas Retro Reverse 
uniforms. Laine didn’t register a point and had only two shots on goal. 

Laine was disappointed with his performance, but coach John Tortorella 
said he saw plenty in Laine’s game that he liked. 

There wasn’t much else to like about the Jackets on Tuesday. They gave 
up four second-period goals to fall behind 5-1. Columbus scored a couple 
of goals in the first eight minutes of the third period to make things 
interesting, but Dallas ended any suspense with an empty-net goal. 

Here are four takeaways: 

Laine expects better 

Almost all the focus before the game was on Laine, and with good 
reason. Scoring goals has been, shall we say, a challenge for Columbus 
this season, and Laine is a goal-scoring machine. 

But he hadn’t played in two weeks because of an upper-body injury, the 
need to get a U.S. work visa, and then the mandatory two-day 
quarantine. The first time on the ice with his teammates was in the 
Tuesday morning skate. 

Laine said that nothing clicked for him – not his legs, not his hands, and 
not his head. Laine started the game on a line centered by Alexandre 
Texier. By the end of the second period, Tortorella had Laine playing with 
Jack Roslovic, who accompanied him in the trade from Winnipeg for 
Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

“Kind of the whole game, it was just tough,” he said. “It’s one of those 
games. Coming back after two weeks, into a new system against a really 
good team, it’s not the easiest situation. But I’m not here to make 
excuses. I’ve got to be better next game. We have to play better as a 
team and as individuals.” 

Tortorella was more charitable. 

“I think he’s looking for more shots to get on net, but he can pass the 
puck,” he said. “That’s one thing you can see right away. I thought he 
had some good shifts here tonight.” 

Defensive woes 

Tortorella hasn’t been happy with his defensive pairings all season, and 
he broke up the normal tandems for Tuesday’s game. Seth Jones was 
paired with Michael Del Zotto instead of Zach Werenski. David Savard 
skated with Werenski. Savard’s normal partner, Vladislav Gavrikov, 
played instead with Dean Kukan. 

The tinkering didn’t really pan out. The Jackets had trouble getting the 
puck out of their zone quickly and several of the Stars’ goals followed 
defensive sloppiness. 

Tortorella attributed some of the struggles to an inconsistent forecheck 
and difficulty maintaining possession. But the inability to be crisp in 
getting the puck out of the Jackets’ zone has been an ongoing issue. 

“We do have to get our transition going,” Tortorella said. “We do have to 
get out cleaner.” 

It wasn’t all bad news for the defensemen. Jones did get his first goal of 
the season on a wrist shot during a second-period power play to cut the 
Stars’ lead to 2-1. 

But Dallas answered with a goal only 17 seconds left. 

“It hurts,” Jones said. “Anytime you score a goal and the next shift you 
give one up, it doesn’t do the team any good when it comes to energy.” 

Kukan also added a goal as the Jackets tried to rally from a 5-1 deficit. 

Korpisalo pulled 
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Jackets goaltender Joonas Korpisalo has been superb this season as he 
has alternated with Elvis Merzlikins. But he was pulled for the first time in 
2021 late in the second period after giving up the fifth goal. 

Tortorella said he did it out of mercy, not because Korpisalo played 
poorly. The first two Dallas goals were scored on tips off the stick of Joe 
Pavelski on shots by defenseman John Klingberg. 

On the later goals, Korpisalo had little chance on rebounds or defensive 
breakdowns. He made 18 saves. 

"I just didn't want him beat up (mentally)," Tortorella said. "There was 
enough crazy things happening in front of him. He's played so very well. I 
just didn't want him scarred anymore." 

Merzlikins stopped all nine shots he faced. 

And the rest... 

Mikhail Grigorenko had a two-point night for the Jackets. He got his 
second goal of the season early in the third period when he tucked in a 
rebound past Dallas goalie Jake Oettinger on a shot by Eric Robinson. 

Grigorenko then assisted on Kukan’s goal. The goal and assist were both 
his second of the season. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand was called for a 4-minute high-sticking penalty in the 
final seconds of the first period when he took a shot at a bouncing puck. 
On his follow-through, Bjorkstrand's stick hit Dallas defenseman Joel 
Hanley in the face, sending Hanley’s stick flying. Dallas scored early in 
the second period on the ensuing power play. 

Riley Nash was a healthy scratch after his wife, Clare, had a baby on 
Monday. 
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Jackets fall flat in Laine debut, lose to Stars 6-3. 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

It was not a storybook Columbus Blue Jackets debut for Patrik Laine. 

The Jackets fell behind by four goals before rallying to make the third 
period interesting, but it wasn't enough in a 6-3 loss to the Dallas Stars 
on Tuesday night at Nationwide Arena. 

Laine was scoreless in his first game for Columbus following his trade 
Jan. 23 with Jack Roslovic for Pierre-Luc Dubois. After a delay to obtain 
a U.S. work visa, recover from an upper-body injury and quarantine for 
two days upon his arrival, Laine was eager to get back on the ice. So 
were the goal-starved Blue Jackets. 

"This guy can score goals," Tortorella said earlier Tuesday. "So it's 
certainly a welcome addition to the team." 

Laine scored 140 goals in 306 games for Winnipeg, but he didn't have a 
major impact in his first game as a Jacket. He had two shots on goal. 

Seth Jones, Mikhael Grigorenko and Dean Kukan had the Columbus 
goals. 

Laine started the game playing left wing on a line centered by Alexandre 
Texier. By late in the second period, he was skating with Roslovic. 

"It was tough at the beginning," Laine said. "My legs weren't quite there. 
My head was definitely not there. My hands were not there. And 
obviously it's a new system and new linemates. 

"But I'm not here to make excuses. I wasn't at the level I need to be for 
this team to be able to win. I think that's the same for everybody." 

Laine took one penalty, for high-sticking, and the Stars capitalized on that 
for a power-play goal. They spent a lot of Tuesday capitalizing. 

Dallas took a 1-0 lead less than four minutes into the game. Stars 
defenseman John Klingberg took a harmless-looking shot from inside the 
blue line, but Joe Pavelski tipped the puck past Korpisalo. 

The Blue Jackets (4-4-3) generated little offense in the first 20 minutes. 
They had trouble clearing their own zone and difficulty setting up in the 
Stars'. Tortorella juggled his defensive pairs entering the game, but it 
didn't have the desired effect. 

Jackets right wing Oliver Bjorkstrand was called for a 4-minute high-
sticking penalty when he tried to swat a puck out of the air but instead hit 
defenseman Joel Hanley with 4.6 seconds left in the period. 

Dallas scored early in the second period on the ensuing power play as 
Pavelski again tipped a shot from Klingberg by Korpisalo. 

Jones made it 2-1 on a wrister at 5:41 of the period with the Jackets on 
the power play for his first goal of the season. The one-goal deficit lasted 
only 17 seconds. Pavelski fed Jamie Benn after a rebound to make it 3-1. 
So much for any Blue Jackets' momentum. 

Dallas added two more goals in the second period to chase Korpisalo 
and take a 5-1 lead. 

"I just didn't want him beat up (mentally)," Tortorella said. "There was 
enough crazy things happening in front of him. He's played so very well. I 
just didn't want him scarred anymore." 

The Blue Jackets kept the third period from being a formality with the 
goals by Grigorenko and Kukan, the latter with 12:37 left. But the Jackets 
couldn't get any closer. Dallas ended an empty-net goal with 1:41 left by 
Alexander Radulov. 
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Blue Jackets excited for Laine to launch a new NHL chapter — and a lot 
of pucks 

The 22-year old's goal-scoring prowess was already noticeable Tuesday 
at the team's morning skate, which was filled with excitement for Laine's 
first official practice. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

New Blue Jackets forward Patrik Laine works out at the team's morning 
skate at Nationwide Arena on Tuesday. 

The puck took off like a rocket, ripping into the net behind Blue Jackets 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo on the short side. 

The cheering that followed was from Korpisalo’s teammates, and it 
wouldn’t be surprising to learn the goalie himself applauded a little after 
Patrik Laine’s booming one-timer beat him Tuesday morning at 
Nationwide Arena. 

Going into the 22-year-old Finnish forward’s first game with the Blue 
Jackets, on Tuesday night against the Dallas Stars, Laine’s new team 
had scored just three power-play goals in 26 opportunities over the first 
10 games of the season. They were understandably excited to add a 
howitzer to the lineup.  

“Bringing in any new faces, especially a high-caliber player like (Laine), it 
definitely gives you a lot of juice,” veteran Cam Atkinson said. “You can 
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see it even in this little pregame skate. I know it was quick, but it seemed 
like every time he shot the puck or scored a goal, the boys got a little bit 
louder. So, a guy like him coming in definitely brings a lot of energy and 
I’m excited to play with him.”  

The reason Laine is here also gives a pick-me-up for the Blue Jackets, 
who began this season having to pretend that Pierre-Luc Dubois’ 
offseason trade request wasn’t an issue. 

Clearly it was a problem and the trade that sent Dubois and a third-round 
draft pick in 2022 to Winnipeg for Laine and forward Jack Roslovic was a 
weight off their collective shoulders. That relief is now eager anticipation 
about getting Laine into an actual game, after waiting more than a week 
for his U.S. work visa plus a 48-hour quarantine once he arrived in 
Columbus, on Friday. 

“I’m just excited to play again,” said Laine, who also was activated from 
injured reserve following an upper-body injury. “I haven’t played in the 
last couple weeks, so I’m definitely excited to play and play with new 
guys and play in a different building, where I only used to play as a 
visiting team. So, I think that’s just exciting to be a part of this team now.” 

The Blue Jackets concur.  

“Any time there’s new blood that comes into the room, it adds 
enthusiasm and energy,” defenseman Michael Del Zotto said. “You can 
see it (Tuesday) morning working on power play. It adds a different 
dynamic to our hockey club. Obviously, our power play hasn’t been 
working as efficiently as we’d like, and hopefully (Laine) can be a big 
boost for us.” 

That’s the plan. Laine hasn’t played since Jan. 14 but said he’s not 
concerned about the layoff affecting his effort level. 

“I’m not going to come and play if I’m not going to be myself,” he said. 
“I’m going to play like I played against Calgary in my last game and I’m 
going to fight as hard as I can every time the coach puts me on the ice. 
That’s all I can do.”  

Despite sustaining an injury in that game, Laine was impressive against 
the Flames in the Jets’ season-opener. He scored two goals, including 
the winner in overtime, and finished with three points with an assist on a 
power-play goal.  

The Blue Jackets will happily take that kind of effort.  

“In the short conversations I’ve had with him on the phone and meeting 
him face-to-face this morning, I think he has personality,” Blue Jackets 
coach John Tortorella said. “I think he's gonna fit in here. I watched him 
his first game out there in Winnipeg. He gets hurt, but he puts the team 
on his shoulders there. He’s a good player and he can score goals.”  

That’s important because the Jackets’ offense is sputtering again, 
desperately in need of a jump start. Laine is a player opposing teams 
have to account for every shift he takes, which should make it easier for 
his teammates to “get lost” in the offensive zone. Atkinson, for example, 
flourished with Artemi Panarin, scoring a career-high 41 goals in 2018-19 
while skating on the opposite wing of the former Blue Jackets star left 
wing.  

“I’ve always been able to get lost, but a high-caliber player like (Laine), a 
lot of focus is going to be on him and he’s going to bring a lot of attention 
and guys to him,” Atkinson said. “Being able to find those areas where 
you give yourself an opportunity to score a goal or make a good play ... 
(I’m) looking forward to that.”  

The hope is that it works out better than Laine’s wish to leave the snow 
and cold of Winnipeg behind. 

“Being traded as a 22-year-old, that’s not easy going into a new team, so 
(the team has) been really awesome,” he said. “I’ve just got to say ‘thank 
you’ to those guys and it looks like I brought the winter to Columbus with 
me. I thought I was going to get away from the snow, but it looks like I 
brought it here, too.” 

The Blue Jackets will soon find out if he also brought more ammunition 
with him for their goal cannon. 

“I always thought my ears were gonna pop whenever they scored on us, 
but that’s going to be fun on the other side of that,” Laine said. “Hopefully 
I can try to fire the cannon a couple times and hopefully, maybe 
(Tuesday night).” 
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Blue Jackets still adjusting to the NHL's new normal: 'Everything's up in 
the air' 

A COVID-19 situation with the Chicago Blackhawks had the Jackets 
wondering whether their game Sunday would be canceled. It wasn't and 
they lost, but it showed just how quickly things can change. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

On Friday, Blackhawks forward Ryan Carpenter (22) was credited with a 
hit on the Blue Jackets Liam Foudy (19). A day later, Carpenter and a 
teammate were placed on Chicago's COVID-19 protocols list. Should 
Foudy and the Jackets worry? 

CHICAGO — The virus at the heart of the COVID-19 pandemic isn’t the 
only thing that can spread quickly during this one-of-a-kind NHL season. 

News travels just as fast, which the Blue Jackets learned this past 
weekend. After winning a tight game Friday at the United Center, the 
Jackets awoke Saturday to the news that practice that day for the 
Chicago Blackhawks had been canceled “out of an abundance of a 
caution” related to COVID-19 exposure. 

The Blackhawks also announced that two players who had played 
against the Blue Jackets the night before — forward Ryan Carpenter and 
defenseman Nicolas Beaudin — had joined three of their teammates on 
the NHL’s COVID protocols list. 

“We saw that news and thought, ‘Well, is the game (Sunday) going to be 
canceled? What’s going to happen if there’s going to be more (positive 
test results)?’ ” Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones said. “And we’re 
worried about our players, as well, at that point. It’s just … everything’s 
up in the air and nobody really knows until it happens. So we’re just 
trying our best to concentrate on hockey and trying to get better on the 
ice.” 

Such is the NHL’s new “normal” this season, which includes quiet arenas 
devoid of fans, strict rules for teams traveling to other cities and daily 
testing for players, coaches, team staff and others assigned to “Group 1” 
in the league’s extensive protocols. 

There’s a lot to process. 

“There’s talk. It’s human nature, right?” Jones said, when asked how 
much players discuss situations like the one the Blackhawks are facing. 
(The Blackhawks were able to play Sunday and beat Columbus 3-1.) 

“It’s going to be like this all season, so we’re going to just put our heads 
down and continue to work and take this a day at a time as a team,” 
Jones said. “But we did talk about it (Saturday). A couple of those guys 
(on Chicago’s protocols list) we played against. We have to try and put 
that aside as best we can.” 

Research about COVID-19 has shown the virus is more likely to be 
transmitted through the air, especially in poorly ventilated indoor areas 
for durations that last 15 minutes or longer. There is still a chance of 
infection, however, through other means, including direct contact on 
surfaces or through droplets expelled from a person’s mouth. 
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Those last two have players talking the most, since hockey is a contact 
sport.   

The way the NHL handles its identification of players removed for 
COVID-19 protocols leaves wiggle room for unanswered questions. 
Players are put on the list if they test positive for the virus, but also if they 
tested negative and are identified through tracing as a close contact of a 
person who has tested positive. 

So the Blue Jackets didn’t know whether they’d just played against two 
Blackhawks, Carpenter and Beaudin, who had tested positive or were 
merely removed for potential exposure.  

Carpenter was credited with two hits Friday, on Liam Foudy and Dean 
Kukan, while Beaudin had one hit, on Eric Robinson. Also, Blue Jackets 
defenseman Michael Del Zotto was credited with a hit against Carpenter 
and Robinson hit Beaudin.  

Some of that might eventually matter, should the Blue Jackets’ players 
involved test positive and it can be traced to the game. Or it could turn 
out that none of it matters, which is the most likely outcome given what’s 
known about transmission.  

All of these considerations are new this season. 

“It’s definitely safety first, for everybody,” Blue Jackets forward Boone 
Jenner said. “It’s serious and we take it seriously here, so we’re following 
the rules as best we can and we’re just trying to win hockey games. 
That’s our focus right now.”    

Players have acknowledged the difficulty thus far this season in drawing 
energy in games contested in arenas devoid of fans. 

The Blackhawks and other teams are trying alternative ways to generate 
excitement, including a video of fans cheering from home during the 
national anthem and taped crowd noise, but the atmosphere is not the 
same. 

Sticks and pucks clack loudly, echoing to the rafters, and the sound of 
skates sheering off layers of ice can be louder than the artificial crowd 
noise pumped through the sound system. 

Some players admittedly have trouble getting the juices flowing without 
screaming fans. They’re paid professionals, but also human beings.   

“Should I do a dance or a jingle?” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella 
said when asked if he had come up with any pregame rituals to fill the 
intensity void. “I’m not trying to be sarcastic with (the) question. It’s a 
good question, but I just don’t know what to do before a game. You’ve 
just got to be ready to play and get things to go your way within a game 
and gain momentum that way.” 

That’s easier said than done, of course. There’s just no substitute for the 
NHL’s organic ebbs and flows when there’s a live audience filling the 
seats, which probably is going to be the case for a while, even after fans 
are allowed inside in limited capacity.  

“They’re performers and they want to be in front of people and play, and 
enjoy the excitement — the momentum going against you, the high of 
ramping it up for eight or 10 minutes in a period and the building is alive,” 
Tortorella said. “None of those momentum swings happen … and I think 
we need to be honest about that.” 
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Patrik Laine’s debut not enough for Blue Jackets to avoid ugly ‘retro’ loss 

 

By Aaron Portzline Feb 2, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Who knew that when the Blue Jackets put on their 
old-school sweater — yep, the one with the “electric green” stick forming 
the ‘J’  across the crest of the logo — that their play would transport back 
to the awful, early days of the franchise, too. 

We’ll spare the inaugural Blue Jackets of 2000-01, those blessed 
overachievers. The first Blue Jackets remain one of the most beloved 
teams in franchise history. Long live Tugnutt. Love live Knutsen. Long 
live Sanderson, Wright and Dineen. And by all means, long live Kinger. 

But that 2001-02 club? Yeah, that team reappeared on Tuesday when 
the Blue Jackets spent the first two periods just trying to get out of their 
own zone, falling behind the Dallas Stars by four goals and losing 6-3 
after a mild uptick in the third period. 

For the first time on Tuesday, the Blue Jackets wore their “Retro 
Reverse” sweaters, an NHL invention (to make money during desperate 
financial times) to hearken back to the good ol’ days of each franchise. 

IS IT TOMORROW YET?  #CBJ | #REVERSERETRO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/U2NTJL3JRT 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) FEBRUARY 
1, 2021 

Except the good ol’ days — for Columbus hockey, in particular — weren’t 
really all that great. The Blue Jackets never made the playoffs in their 
original duds, making it wholly appropriate to call them duds. 

And speaking of duds, the Blue Jackets got jumped from the start by the 
Stars. 

The Blue Jackets were hoping for a better unveiling for forward Patrik 
Laine, who finally made his Columbus debut Tuesday, 10 days after he 
was acquired in a blockbuster trade with the Winnipeg Jets. 

Laine had some bright moments (more on that in a bit), but the Blue 
Jackets failed to match the Stars’ pace of play, which made it difficult to 
forecheck, which left them retreating and scrambling in their own zone. 

The big news before puck drop was not Laine’s debut. It was a major 
shift among the Blue Jackets’ defensive pairs, with all three pairs getting 
a new look. Even the No. 1 pair with Seth Jones and Zach Werenski 
wasn’t spared. 

Michael Del Zotto, who came to training camp on a tryout agreement, 
was elevated to the No. 1 pair alongside Jones, while Werenski dropped 
to the second pair with David Savard. That left Vladislav Gavrikov to play 
with Dan Kukan on the third pair. 

“We’re constantly breaking out of our end zone,” coach John Tortorella 
said. “That first period, we were constantly breaking out. Are we coming 
out clean? No. We’ve had some struggles. To alleviate that we need to 
do some work up front as far as holding on to pucks and establishing 
more of a puck-possession game in the offensive zone. 

“I just think we’re struggling. Our back end, our puck movement … I just 
don’t like the pairs. It’s been a struggle. (Del Zotto) has probably been 
our best puck-moving defenseman these first few games here, as far as 
getting us out. So we wanted to see if we could change things up.” 

The Blue Jackets fell behind 2-0 early in the second period on ageless 
Joe Pavelski’s second goal of the game. 

Seth Jones scored his first of the season on the power play at 5:41, but 
the Stars pushed the margin back to two goals by scoring only 17 
seconds later. 

The Stars played tack-on with two goals in a stretch of 2:30 later in the 
second period to make it 5-1. 

The Jackets got goals from Mikhail Grigorenko and Dean Kukan in the 
third period — they actually played significantly better in the final 20 
minutes — but the Stars scored an empty-net goal with 1:41 to seal it. 

Laine’s night 
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So much for easing Laine in with his new club: He played 20:54, more 
than any other Blue Jackets forward and behind only Jones (22:30) and 
Werenski (21:30). 

Laine also led the Blue Jackets with seven shot attempts (two of them on 
goal). His special talent was evident in glimpses, but the game was a 
struggle for him, as expected. 

“It was tough at the beginning,” Laine said. “Legs weren’t quite there. My 
head was definitely not there. My hands were not there. Obviously a new 
system and new linemates, too. But I’m not here to make excuses. 

“I wasn’t at the level I need to be for this team to be able to win. That’s 
the same for everybody. We just need to be better on Thursday (versus 
Dallas). It starts with me. I have to be way better.” 

LAINE RECOUNTS HIS FIRST GAME WITH THE JACKETS. #CBJ | 
@PEDIALYTE PIC.TWITTER.COM/VDRXAYEAKH 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) FEBRUARY 
3, 2021 

Laine had a couple of rips on net, including one that felled Stars forward 
Nick Caamano in the second period. The best aspect of his game, 
though, was his playmaking, including a nifty pass through two Stars 
defenders to find Jones streaking through the slot in the second period. 

“He had a great pass to me for a tip in the slot,” Jones said. “He had a 
great pass to Cam (Atkinson) in the first period. You can see some of the 
plays he made off the rush, and some of his creativity. I’m sure that will 
help us.” 

Laine started the game on a line with Alexandre Texier at center and 
Atkinson on right wing, but by the middle of the second period, Tortorella 
had replaced Texier on that line with Jack Roslovic, who came to 
Columbus with Laine in the trade. 

As for an early diagnosis of the Blue Jackets’ offensive woes, Laine 
offered this: 

“We were just passing it around outside too much. It looks pretty, but 
we’re not going to create any scoring chances doing that.” 

Snacks 

• Boone Jenner played in his 500th NHL game for the Blue Jackets. 

• Blue Jackets center Riley Nash missed the game after his wife, Clare, 
gave birth to a son Monday. Rhett Nash is eligible for the 2039 NHL 
Draft. 

• Goaltender Joonas Korpisalo was pulled after Dallas’ Radek Faksa 
scored at 13:59 of the second period to make it 5-1. Korpisalo allowed 
five goals on 23 shots, but none of the goals allowed were truly 
despicable. Tortorella said he turned to Elvis Merzlikins (nine shots, nine 
saves the rest of the way) to keep Korpisalo from being “beat up” on a 
rough night at the rink. 

• The Blue Jackets will have a chance to do something on Wednesday 
that has been all too rare so far this season: practice. It won’t be a long 
outing but a crucial on-ice session for Laine, as well as intensive film 
study as they try to get him up and running midseason. 
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Patrik Laine’s supernova career seeks a new launch point with Blue 
Jackets 

 

Aaron Portzline Feb 2, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Most of the hockey-loving world began hearing 
about Patrik Laine near the end of 2015 or early 2016, when the gangly 
forward was part of a line at the World Junior Championship that made 
Finland’s games appointment viewing. 

Laine skated with future NHLers Sebastian Aho and Jesse Puljujarvi, and 
they were unstoppable. Laine, only 17, had two goals and an assist in a 
huge quarterfinal upset of Canada and a goal and an assist in the gold-
medal game against Russia. 

And he was just getting started. 

Laine — pronounced “LIE-nay” — returned to his club in Finland’s top 
league, Liiga, and caught fire, helping Tappara surge in the second half 
and through the playoffs on their way to a championship. Laine had 10-5-
15 in 18 playoff games and was named the playoff MVP just one week 
after his 18th birthday. 

He still wasn’t finished. 

One month later, Laine was invited to play for Finland at the IIHF World 
Championship. He had 7-5-12 in 10 games, Finland took silver and Laine 
was named the most valuable player in the tournament. 

That June, Laine was the No. 2 overall pick in the 2016 NHL Draft, going 
to the Winnipeg Jets one pick after Toronto drafted Auston Matthews and 
one pick before the Blue Jackets selected Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

“It was one crazy ride for him,” said Tommi Seppälä, a North American-
based reporter with Yle Urheilu, a Finnish media company. “It put him 
right on a pedestal in this country, and he hasn’t come down since.” 

Laine, 22, is expected to make his Blue Jackets debut on Tuesday when 
they host the Dallas Stars at Nationwide Arena. 

It’s been 10 days since Kekäläinen swung one of the biggest trades in 
franchise history, sending a disgruntled Dubois and a third-round pick (in 
2021) to Winnipeg for Laine and Columbus native Jack Roslovic. 

Kekäläinen, also a Finn, has known about Laine since he was 14 or 15 
years old, he said. He tried desperately to acquire Winnipeg’s No. 2 pick 
in the 2016 draft with an eye on Laine, but couldn’t swing the deal. 

“It was all so impressive at that age,” Kekäläinen said. “It’s hardly ever 
been done in Finland where you’re the lead horse to win the 
championship in the men’s league when you’re still 17 years old. 

“To be dominant at 17 years old in the World Juniors is … I’ve seen 
(future Hall of Famer) Joe Thornton sitting the bench the whole 
tournament in his draft year. I’ve seen lots of great NHL players not make 
the tournament. A lot of guys aren’t mature enough to make (the World 
Championship) at that age, period. Well, to dominate it … that’s just 
really rare.” 

Laine actually made headlines in Finland a few years before his World 
Junior eruption. 

“Patrik was 14 or 15, playing for the under-16 national team,” Seppälä 
said. “A story started spreading about this really good player who got 
kicked out of his own game by his own coach. 

“Here’s what happened: They pulled a goalie for an extra skater, and 
Patrik wasn’t one of the six on the ice. He was like, ‘What?’ He gave the 
finger to his coach. Yeah. He got kicked off the bench, suspended for a 
bit. 

“Now it’s long gone, and nobody talks about it anymore. Never anything 
close to that from him. But for a lot of people in Finland, that’s the first 
time they learned Patrik Laine’s name.” 

Kekäläinen recalled hearing the same story. He would have been in his 
first or second season as GM of the Blue Jackets, but he has kept close 
ties back home. 

“I remember doing not-so-smart things when I was 14 years old, too,” he 
said. 
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Laine’s fame in Finland is on par with Finnish president Sauli Niinistö, 
former NHL legend Teemu Selanne, and Formula 1 driver Kimi 
Räikkönen. Kekäläinen has one of Räikkönen’s suits framed and hanging 
in his office. 

“Laine is right there,” Seppälä said. “Everybody knows about him, 
watches him, talks about every move he makes. 

“We can tell from the clicks on our Web site. Put it like this: If Laine had a 
cat, and I wrote a fucking story about his cat, it would just go ‘Boom!’ on 
our site. It doesn’t matter what he does.” 

But he has also been a polarizing figure. 

The Finns are revered for their stoic determination, among other things, 
but Laine doesn’t always fit the mold. 

“He’s not a real difficult Finn,” Kekäläinen said. “He’s pretty direct and to 
the point, not afraid to express his opinion. Finns are usually a little more 
introverted than extroverted, let’s put it that way, and he’s not like that. 

“In Finland, that’s often perceived as borderline cocky, but he backs it up. 
I always talk about being proud of being good. There’s a difference 
between being arrogant and being proud. He oozes confidence. You can 
tell when you talk to him that he’s not a guy who’s lacking confidence.” 

Before he was drafted, Laine spoke openly about wanting to score 50 
goals in the NHL, something his idol, Washington’s Alex Ovechkin, has 
done eight times in his remarkable career. So far, Laine’s best season 
(2017-18) brought 44 goals. 

Seppälä has covered Laine extensively since before he was drafted. He 
has seen him after incredible highs and devastating lows in the postgame 
dressing room when emotions can be raw. 

“I spent a lot of time around him in Winnipeg, and it didn’t really matter if 
they won or lost, if it was the conference final or a regular-season game,” 
Seppälä said. “He was always there, always telling the truth, always 
super honest. 

“People think he’s arrogant — he’s not arrogant by any means. He’s 
confident. He thinks he’s good. When he’s good, he’d say, ‘I was good.’ 
But when he’s bad, he’s the first one to tell you ‘I sucked.’ Honest, 
humble, funny, smart … he’s a good kid.” 

Former Blue Jackets center Mark Letestu spent the final season of his 
11-year NHL career in Winnipeg. It was 2019-20, and Letestu played 
only seven games due to a heart ailment, but his time around the Jets 
was illuminating. 

Like most NHL global stars, Laine has a presence about him. 

Or, as Letestu put it: “When you shoot lightning bolts off your stick, you’re 
allowed to have a little bit of swagger.” 

“He’s probably in the elite of elite shooters, and with success comes a 
little swagger,” Letestu said. “But for an older player on his way out of the 
league, Patty never treated me with anything but respect. 

“Yeah, he’ll have a goofy backpack on one day or some flashy clothes 
and a little bit of confidence, but … he’s a hockey player.” 

(James Carey Lauder / USA Today) 

Laine’s time in Winnipeg was, in many ways, a mixed bag. He led the 
Jets in goals during each of his first two seasons, scoring a staggering 80 
goals in the NHL before he had celebrated his 20th birthday. 

That’s more than any player in the NHL over the last 30 years, more than 
Sidney Crosby (75), Ilya Kovalchuk (67) and Rick Nash (58). 

But it wasn’t always a smooth ride with the Jets, either. 

According to widely published reports in Finland, Laine was never fully 
welcomed in the Winnipeg dressing room, where veteran players Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler run the show. 

Pekka Jalonen, one of Finland’s most respected hockey writers, reported 
in the Iltalehti newspaper last week that Wheeler was threatened by 
Laine’s presence and that Scheifele and Wheeler made it clear they 
preferred to play together. 

Laine never ranked higher than third in ice time among Jets forwards in 
any of his seasons in Winnipeg. The season he scored 44 goals, he was 
sixth among forwards. 

When Laine’s unhappiness in Winnipeg started to seep into the public 
space a couple of seasons ago, many in North American wrongly 
assumed that he’d grown tired of living in Winnipeg, the NHL’s smallest 
market and a city known for it’s frigid, gray winters. 

But his issue was never with the city of Winnipeg, home of some of the 
NHL’s most passionate fans. 

“In all of our conversations, I’ve never once heard him complain about 
the city of Winnipeg,” Seppälä said. “He would always say, ‘I play 
hockey, I go home, I play on PlayStation and I go to bed. It doesn’t 
matter if I do that in New York City or Winnipeg. 

“I think it was more about the team and the way they saw him and the 
way he sees himself. I talked to him last week and he was so happy 
(after the trade), so happy about the opportunity in Columbus, and he 
was like, ‘Yeah, I’m willing to think about an extension in Columbus 
already.'” 

It’s highly doubtful Laine will ever be sixth in ice time with the Blue 
Jackets. With the Jets, he had a hard time cracking the top line on a club 
with Scheifele, Wheeler, Kyle Connor and others. 

With the Blue Jackets, he’ll be the offensive centerpiece, the big-ticket 
player that balances a roster with Seth Jones and Zach Werenski on 
defense. 

(James Carey Lauder / USA Today) 

Before coach John Tortorella started mapping out his forward lines for 
the beginning of the Laine era in Columbus, he pressed Laine, a right 
shot, to tell them if he preferred playing left or right wing. He played both 
in Winnipeg. 

“He said he’s fine with either,” Kekäläinen said. “He just wants to play. 
He’s eager to go into the lineup (on Tuesday), but I told him he might be 
huffing and puffing after not practicing for two weeks.” 

The concern in Columbus, of course, is not whether Laine skates on the 
left or right. It’s who’s beside him at center. There is no bona fide, No. 1 
center with elite playmaking skills on the roster, which could stall Laine’s 
production. 

Kekäläinen isn’t concerned about the center position specifically, he said, 
noting that the best playmaker the Blue Jackets have had in recent 
seasons wasn’t a center at all. It was left winger Artemi Panarin. 

“It’s not so much about the position,” Kekäläinen said. “It’s more about 
finding somebody who’s on the same wavelength. It’s the chemistry of 
the line and how you transition the puck out of your zone, which should 
be one of our biggest strengths (with Jones and Werenski) on the back 
end.” 

Laine has a reputation as a one-trick pony. His shot is one hell of a trick, 
mind you, but he has worked hard in recent seasons to dispel the notion 
that he is a goals-or-nothing player. 

Letestu saw it up close in Winnipeg. 

“Before I played with him, I knew him as a big shot,” Letestu said. “I knew 
he was a special shooter, especially on the power play. We’d go through 
pre-scouts (as an Edmonton Oiler) and he was one of those superior 
talent guys, but he was a secondary player as far as concerns. We keyed 
on Scheifele, Wheeler, (Dustin) Byfuglien. With him we tried to eliminate 
that shot, because the feeling was, that’s all he had. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 3, 2021 

 

“But when I played with him in Winnipeg, I found out there’s a lot more to 
it. Especially the year that I got there (2019), he had a holdout, got a nice 
contract and he came to camp determined and focused to be better on 
both sides of the puck. There was more urgency with puck battles and 
backchecking, the things that maybe were questioned about him 
previously. He seemed to really take it to heart and put some focus on 
the other side of the puck.” 

Since the trade went down on Jan. 23, Kekäläinen has been singing 
Laine’s praises as more than an elite goal-scorer. He has obviously been 
watching Laine closely through the years and has never thought Laine 
was given enough credit for his playmaking skills. 

But he has also seen a change in his all-around game, as Letestu 
described. 

“He’s battled an image where people think he’s just a shooter and a 
scorer, but if you watch his games and his highlights, he makes some 
great plays,” Kekäläinen said. “He’s really put a lot of effort in trying to be 
a complete player, a 200-foot player, which proves to me that he doesn’t 
want to be labled as a one-dimensional goal scorer. That’s the right 
mindset. 

“A lot of guys would be happy because, in a bad year, they scored 30 
goals. A lot of people would take their cookies, make their money and be 
totally content with it. But he wants the respect of his peers and he wants 
the respect of the hockey world and the fans. He’s got the right attitude to 
do it.” 

(Jerome Miron / USA Today) 

Kekäläinen has one of the great poker faces among NHL GMs. He rarely 
gets rattled, rarely has outbursts and rarely puts his cards on the table. 
But there are a few things that rankle the 54-year-old. 

“I hate it when TV commentators say, ‘You can’t teach that,’ or ‘You can’t 
practice that, you’re born with that,” Kekäläinen said. “That’s such 
bullshit. How do you think they got that skill?” 

Laine is a wonderful example. 

His shot is a masterpiece, a rare gem that stands out as exceptional 
even in the rare air that is the NHL. Blue Jackets players have spoken 
openly about their excitement to see Laine shoot pucks, not just in 
games but in practices. 

There are some built-in advantages for Laine, certainly. He’s 6-foot-5 and 
has incredible hand-eye coordination and remarkable quick-trigger 
reflexes. 

“It’s not that easy to one-time a puck with such a long stick,” Kekäläinen 
said. “It’s quite the skill. He can shoot from any position, anywhere on the 
ice. He can one-time it, slap it, wrist it … not too many guys have a 
release like that. 

“But he wasn’t just born with it. I laugh when people say that guys like 
him were born with it. They all used to shoot 10,000 pucks in the garage 
or the barn, whatever. Look at the guys who are really good at tipping 
pucks, and watch what they do before and after every practice. There’s a 
reason Joe Pavelski is the best tipper in the league. 

“I make it my duty to correct people who think you’re born with it.” 

Laine is known to stay on the ice long after practice, blasting away at 
pucks from all different angles, passed to him at all different speeds, 
perfecting his footwork and balance so that each puck is put on net with 
maximum velocity and accuracy. 

He doesn’t hold back in practice, either. 

“The guy loves to score, even in practice,” Letestu said, with a chuckle. 
“If (a teammate) is in the lane during practice, he might avoid taking it. 
But if he’s got a clear shot, the goaltender better be ready.” 

Laine will open Tuesday’s game vs. Dallas on a line with center 
Alexandre Texier and right winger Cam Atkinson. He’ll also see 
significant power-play time. 

It’s hoped, in both instances, that his presence and the threat of his shot 
will create more time and space for the rest of the Blue Jackets, who are 
once again one of the NHL’s lowest-scoring teams. 

“Laine changes the way you prepare as an opponent,” Letestu said. 
“When you’re going through the pregame meetings, you always have to 
be conscious of the shot lane, especially on the power play. You knew if 
you gave him three good looks, he might get two goals, and it doesn’t 
take much time or space for it to come off his stick. 

“It always opened up play because of how dynamic a shooter he was. 
You had to be aware of him at all times, and sometimes that still wasn’t 
enough.” 

Laine scored in his NHL debut back in 2016. He had a hat trick in his 
fourth game. The 22-year-old already has eight hat tricks on his resume, 
including a five-goal game (on five shots) versus St. Louis in 2018. 

The Blue Jackets have had some incredibly talented players on their 
roster through the years: Ray Whitney was a wizard with the puck on 
some really lousy teams. Rick Nash was a banger and a leaner who 
cleaned up around the net. Panarin was a sublime playmaker and shot 
creator. 

Laine is different than all of them. It only makes sense that the NHL 
player with a cannon of a shot should reside in Nationwide Arena, where 
they blast a cannon every time the home team scores. 

“He should give us a boost,” Kekäläinen said. “I don’t want anybody to 
think he’s a miracle man who comes in and is gonna score five goals the 
first game, seven goals the second game … 

“He’s gonna have to gel with our team and learn to play with teammates 
and linemates. That could take a little time to get used to our way of 
playing, but he’ll be fine. He’ll be a great addition to our group.” 
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Stars notebook: Dallas’ ‘infectious’ shooting mentality vs. Blue Jackets 
helps set a season record 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 10:32 PM on Feb 2, 2021 CST 

 

After two slow starts in Carolina, the Stars came out flying in the first 
period of a 6-3 win over Columbus on Tuesday night. 

Dallas attempted 22 shots against the Blue Jackets in the first period, 
staking the Stars to a 1-0 lead and setting the stage for a four-goal 
offensive outburst in the second period. It was the most first-period shot 
attempts for the Stars this season, and more than the last two games 
against the Hurricanes (11 on Saturday and six on Sunday). 

“One guy goes out and makes too many cute plays and the next guys 
does it,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “All of a sudden, it’s infectious. 
When we come out, we have that shooting mentality, that’s infectious as 
well. Everyone has to feed off of that.” 

The Stars finished Tuesday with 51 shot attempts, the team’s second-
highest total this season, but far from where Bowness wants his team. 
Ideally, Dallas would finish games with 60 to 70 shot attempts. Last year, 
the Stars averaged 56.7 attempts in the regular season and 56.3 in the 
postseason. 
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The offensive play was set up by a strong forecheck, preceded by clean 
exits from the Stars’ own end. 

“We created a lot of opportunities when we’re skating like that,” Bowness 
said. “But the forecheck doesn’t start unless we break the puck out 
properly. It starts there. I know you’re seeing the end result, but we look 
at it ‘We’ve got to get out of our zone to get to the forecheck.’ There’s just 
as much focus on the breakouts and getting guys back and moving the 
puck, and breaking out as a five-man unit as there is on the forecheck.” 

Of the Stars’ six goals Tuesday night, three of them could be attributed to 
the forecheck — twice by Alexander Radulov’s effort and once by Radek 
Faksa. 

“We are a forechecking team,” Faksa said. “If we are playing simple, I 
think we are at the best and that’s what we did tonight.” 

A rare win: Tuesday night’s win was the first one over Columbus since 
Dec. 15, 2015, snapping an 0-6-2 stretch against the Blue Jackets. It was 
the Stars’ first win in Columbus since Oct. 14, 2014. 

The Stars have not beaten the Blue Jackets in consecutive games since 
Oct. 2011. 

Feeling the love: Rookie goaltender Jake Oettinger has started two NHL 
games, and the Stars have given him plenty of cushion both times. 
Against Detroit last week, the Stars scored seven goals for Oettinger, 
before scoring six for him on Tuesday in Columbus. 

Oettinger made 23 saves on 26 shots against the Blue Jackets, beat on a 
pair of point shots and a rebound after a turnover. 

Unselfish: Joe Pavelski had a chance at picking up a hat trick on 
Tuesday night, but passed up an empty-net opportunity from the neutral 
zone and instead sprung Radulov for the empty-netter. 

“You look at that play Joe made at the end giving Rads that puck,” 
Bowness said. “He had two goals, he could have had the hat trick, but he 
passed it. You’re looking at the goals that he’s scoring and the points that 
he’s getting, but you better also put as much emphasis on the leadership 
and playing the right way that he provides us as well.” 

Pavelski has seven goals and seven assists through seven games. 
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Dynamic duo: John Klingberg, Joe Pavelski make it look easy in Stars’ 
win over Blue Jackets 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 9:56 PM on Feb 2, 2021 CST 

 

It’s not supposed to be this way in the world’s hardest league. In the 
NHL, it’s not supposed to be this … easy. 

But that’s the way John Klingberg and Joe Pavelski are making it look, 
most recently in the Stars’ 6-3 win in Columbus on Tuesday night. 
Pavelski (two goals, two assists) and Kling-berg (two assists) continued 
their tear through the Central Division as the Stars rebounded from a 
winless weekend in Carolina. 

With their first road win of the season, the Stars moved to 5-1-1 heading 
into the last game of the road trip on Thursday in Columbus. Jamie Benn, 
Denis Gurianov, Radek Faksa and Alexander Radulov (empty-netter) 
also scored for Dallas as rookie goaltender Jake Oettinger picked up his 
second win in his second NHL start. 

Klingberg and Pavelski set the table for the Stars. 

“Joe and John have got a pretty good thing going,” Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. “They work on this high-tip and screen, they’ve been 
working together very well. They work together in practice. They’re key 
guys on this team to ignite the offense, and they’ve been delivering.” 

The duo combined for the team’s first two goals in similar fashion: 
Klingberg lofted a point shot toward the net, and Pavelski tipped it home. 
The first came at 5 on 5 punctuating some offensive zone time, while the 
second came after a faceoff win on the power play. But no matter the 
circumstances, Klingberg and Pavelski have proved a potent tandem for 
the Stars. 

The Stars have scored 29 goals this season. Klingberg has been on the 
ice for 20 of them; Pavelski, 19. Both have been on the ice for 13, 
accounting for almost half of the Dallas offense. 

Pavelski has seven goals this season. Klingberg has an assist on five of 
them. 

The two players have served as the offensive engine for the Stars, with 
Klingberg jumpstarting the team both in transition and from the blue line, 
while Pavelski has owned the net-front, as he’s done for most of his 
career. 

The success isn’t surprising for anyone, especially for anyone paying 
attention. The skills that Klingberg and Pavelski are toting in their tool box 
are well known around the league. 

Klingberg is one of the league’s best at moving laterally in the offensive 
zone, shimmying his way to space to unleash a wrist shot. Teams know 
about his presence on the power play and how he can drive offense with 
such an effective shot. It’s these skills that make his third-period turnover 
that led to a Columbus goal worth it. Welcome the good, accept the bad. 

“I think we were trying to find each other last year, and didn’t get the 
pucks through really and didn’t get to work on that,” Klingberg said. 
“That’s something that, before the bubble, we were trying to change as 
well. I always, in my career, haven’t shot enough pucks. I think that’s 
something that I have to do more of.” 

Pavelski is one of the league’s best around the net, savvy enough to find 
pockets of space and quick-twitched enough to deflect pucks when they 
arrive. It’s how the 36-year-old has survived in the NHL as a seventh-
round pick who doesn’t scrape 6-feet tall. 

The combination makes almost any innocuous play a dangerous one for 
the Stars. Flicked from the point with a screen in front? That’s a scoring 
chance for Dallas. Won faceoff on the power play? That’s a scoring 
chance for Dallas. 

“Those things take time,” Pavelski said. “It’s taken a little bit. He’s been 
playing with a ton of confidence. He really wants the puck right now, and 
he’s finding lanes, which that’s all I can ask for. Tonight, he delivered a 
couple good pucks. After I got a stick on them, they found holes.” 

As the Stars displayed in Carolina over the weekend, offensive outbursts 
won’t come every game. Dallas remains a defensive team at its core. But 
that’s what makes nights like Tuesday appreciated more when Klingberg 
and Pavelski are able to rip through a typically structurally sound team 
like the Blue Jackets. 

The offense from Klingberg and Pavelski has been welcome in the early 
going with the plethora of injuries Dallas has endured in the season’s first 
two weeks. Benn and Blake Comeau each missed four games. Roope 
Hintz missed two. Joel Kiviranta has missed five (and counting). Tyler 
Seguin won’t play for another two months. 

Dallas needed offense from somewhere. And Klingberg and Pavelski are 
happily obliging, and making it look effortless along the way. 

Dellandrea out: For the first time this season, rookie forward Ty 
Dellandrea was a healthy scratch. 
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Forward Joel L’Esperance entered the lineup in Dellandrea’s place. 
Bowness said Dellandrea would likely be back in the lineup Thursday vs. 
the Blue Jackets. 

Kiviranta doubtful: Kiviranta (lower-body) is skating again, Bowness said, 
but is doubtful to play this week. 
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Stars forward Ty Dellandrea scratched, Jake Oettinger back in net vs. 
Blue Jackets 

 

By Matthew DeFranks12:48 PM on Feb 2, 2021 CST 

 

For the first time this season, rookie forward Ty Dellandrea will be a 
healthy scratch on Tuesday night in Columbus, Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. 

Forward Joel L’Esperance will enter the lineup in Dellandrea’s place. 

“Sometimes, you’re on that ice and you just feel crowded,” Bowness said. 
“The game is so fast out there. What you feel on the ice is constant 
awareness that there’s people around you all the time. But then 
sometimes, you sit up in the stands, and you see ‘Wow, there’s a little bit 
more room out there’ than you realize.’ 

“He’s not going to play in every game. We’re very happy with Ty. He’s a 
great prospect. He’s a big part of our team now, and a big part of it 
moving forward.” 

Bowness said Dellandrea would likely be back in the lineup Thursday vs. 
Columbus, regardless of the result on Tuesday night. 

Dellandrea has been one of the team’s pleasant surprises this season, 
playing an all-around game that has included time on the power play, 
penalty kill and at both right wing and center. The 2018 first-round pick 
scored his first career goal Thursday against Detroit. 

“As a 20-year-old, there’s a learning curve in the league,” Bowness said. 
“He’s a big part of our present, he’s a big part of our future, but we’re 
going to give him the night off tonight. We’ve got to win games, and 
we’ve got to keep everyone as fresh as we can.” 

L’Esperance, 25, has played in NHL games with the Stars in each of the 
last three seasons, with three career goals in 22 games. He is a 6-2 
center that can also play right wing. 

“He played very well in the Detroit game,” Bowness said. “We don’t want 
him sitting too long.” 

Oettinger in: After Anton Khudobin started both games of the back-to-
back in Carolina over the weekend, Jake Oettinger will start Tuesday in 
Columbus, Bowness said. Oettinger made his first NHL start Thursday 
against Detroit, and relieved Khudobin during the second period of 
Saturday’s loss to the Hurricanes. 

“We’ve said from the get-go he’s going to play, and he’s going to play,” 
Bowness said. “Dobby cannot play in every game. The kid’s got to play, 
and to get him in after the relief performance he gave us the other night 
is important.” 

Oettiner, 22, made 20 of 23 saves vs. the Red Wings last week, and 
stopped all 10 shots he faced in Carolina. 

Hello, old friend: Dallas nemesis Patrik Laine will make his Blue Jackets 
debut Tuesday night against the Stars after his trade from Winnipeg on 
Jan. 23. Laine will be the top-line left wing alongside center Alexandre 
Texier and right wing Cam Atkinson. 

Laine has not played since Jan. 14, but has historically tormented the 
Stars by scoring 18 goals in 17 games against Dallas. 

Bowness said the Stars will have to be aware of where Laine is on the 
power play (in the left circle blasting one-timers), and he will see a steady 
diet of left defensemen Esa Lindell and Jamie Oleksiak when either is on 
the ice. 

Kiviranta doubtful for road trip: Injured Stars forward Joel Kiviranta 
(lower-body) is skating again, Bowness said, but is doubtful to play this 
week. 

“Very doubtful you’ll see him this week, but again, at this point that he’s 
skating, it’s day to day, but he’s out tonight,” Bowness said. 

Kiviranta has not played since Opening Night against Nashville on Jan. 
22. 

Projected Stars lineup Tuesday at Columbus, 6 p.m. (unofficial) 

Jamie Benn – Roope Hintz – Alexander Radulov 

Jason Dickinson – Joe Pavelski – Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano – Radek Faksa – Blake Comeau 

Nick Caamano – Joel L’Esperance – Tanner Kero 

Esa Lindell – John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak – Miro Heiskanen 

Joel Hanley – Mark Pysyk 

Jake Oettinger 

Anton Khudobin 

Scratches: Ty Dellandrea, Justin Dowling, Taylor Fedun. 

Taxi squad: Jason Robertson, Rhett Gardner, Julius Honka, Landon 
Bow. 

Injured reserve and non-roster: Joel Kiviranta (lower-body), Andrej 
Sekera (COVID-19 protocol), Ben Bishop (knee), Tyler Seguin (hip), 
Stephen Johns (head). 
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Joe Pavelski’s scoring prowess and leadership on full display in Stars’ 
win 

 

By Saad Yousuf Feb 2, 2021  

  

When the Stars signed Joe Pavelski at the dawn of free agency in 2019, 
it came with disclaimers. Yes, he was coming off of a 64-point season in 
which he scored 38 goals, but he was on the verge of turning 35. Yes, 
the Stars needed some offense, but they played a defensive-focused 
system. Don’t expect Pavelski to ever have that sort of a run over his 
three-year contract in Dallas, which will end when he’s about to celebrate 
his 38th birthday. 

That’s what they said. 

Pavelski had his worst statistical output since his rookie year last season, 
scoring 31 points in 67 games but followed that up with 19 points in the 
27-game Stanley Cup playoff run, a stretch that numbers alone don’t do 
justice given the timely big plays in big moments. Was that a sign of 
things to come or just Pavelski exploding on the biggest stage? With 
Tyler Seguin out until April, the Stars were banking on the former to be 
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the case, and through seven games, Pavelski has exceeded everyone’s 
expectations. 

“He’s just a very intelligent hockey player,” coach Rick Bowness said. 
“When you have hockey sense that he has, you play longer and you can 
produce a lot longer as well. He’s got a tremendous feel for the game. 
Sometimes as you get older, the hands leave you or the legs leave; 
something leaves. He certainly has the hands and the hockey sense and 
the feel for the game. I’m happy for him that he’s had such a great start 
because we need the offense he’s providing and just important is the 
leadership he’s providing.” 

On Tuesday, the Pavelski experience was on full display in a 6-3 win 
over Columbus. Less than four minutes into the game, John Klingberg 
found a lane and shot the puck from the blue line. Pavelski was in perfect 
position in front of the net, anticipating the shot and showing off his 
otherworldly hand-eye coordination. 

A running theme from training camp through the start of the season has 
been coaches and players encouraging Klingberg, who is one of the best 
shooters in the NHL from the blue line, to put more shots on net. 

“Yeah, I think so,” Klingberg said when asked if his confidence in 
shooting changes when Pavelski is at the net. “We were trying to find 
each other last year and didn’t get the pucks through, really, and didn’t 
get him to work on that. That’s something before the bubble we were 
trying to change as well. I told myself, always in my career, I haven’t shot 
enough pucks. That’s something I had to do more of. A lot of times, I look 
to make an extra play sometimes.” 

The dynamic duo was back at it again as the Stars opened the second 
period with a four-minute power play. Klingberg once again did his magic, 
launched a shot toward the net and allowed Pavelski to do what he does 
best and tip the shot home. 

“So much about it is getting free from a defender, finding some space 
and then having those pucks delivered,” Pavelski said. “For me, you’re 
trying to get your stick on everything. Every time you miss one, it’s 
frustrating because you know the opportunity you have when they’re 
going in like that.” 

Pavelski’s two goals were a demonstration of his rare skill. His two 
assists that followed showed his hockey IQ and leadership. The first one 
came when the game was still very much in reach. After the Stars went 
up 2-0, Columbus cut the lead in half with a goal. On the next shift, 
Pavelski tapped a bouncing puck over to Jamie Benn, who easily tapped 
it in for a 3-1 lead. 

Pavelski’s final point was the one that caught Bowness’ attention the 
most. After the game, Bowness was asked about Pavelski’s chemistry 
with Klingberg and ability to deflect pucks in front of the net. The Stars 
coach went out of his way to highlight Pavelski’s play, which came at the 
least critical juncture of the game of his four points. With 1 minute, 43 
seconds left and Columbus playing with an empty net, the game was 
mostly put away. That was the case even more so when Pavelski got the 
puck and had a two-on-one in front of him and no goaltender in the back. 
Pavelski could have tried to skate around the defender or find an angle to 
launch the puck toward the net and complete the hat trick. Instead, he 
made the right play in front of him, passed the puck to Radulov, who 
delivered the dagger. 

“You’re looking at the goals that he’s scoring and the points that he’s 
scoring, but you better also put as much emphasis on the leadership and 
playing the right way that he provides,” Bowness said. 

Pavelski’s role, both on the ice and in the locker room, had to increase 
this season in Seguin’s absence. Seguin produced at a high level 
offensively and wore an “A” on his chest. Before the season started, 
Bowness said making Pavelski an alternate captain in Seguin’s absence 
was an easy choice. Making up the production would be a lot harder but 
at 36 years old, Pavelski is exceeding expectations and off to the best 
start of his career. 

1. Sticking with Pavelski, signing him will go down as one of the best 
moves made by Stars general manager Jim Nill. At the 2019 trade 
deadline, Nill made a move for Mats Zuccarello to add some offense. 
Zuccarello did during the Stars’ playoff run, which ended in Game 7 
against the St. Louis Blues. 

According to terms of the trade, if Dallas advanced to the third round in 
the playoffs that season, the second-round pick would have become a 
first-round pick. Though the Stars certainly would have loved to move on 
in the postseason, the consolation was keeping the first-round pick and 
landing highly-touted defenseman prospect Thomas Harley. The second 
pick was a third-round selection in the 2020 draft, which would have 
become a first-rounder if Zuccarello re-signed in Dallas, which didn’t 
even come close to happening. The consolation for that was signing 
Pavelski and drafting promising forward prospect Mavrik Bourque last 
fall. 

Additionally, Pavelski gave the Stars flexibility with his three-year 
contract. He has a no-movement clause for only the first two years of his 
contract, knowing it’s highly unlikely the Seattle Kraken select a soon-to-
be 37-year-old this summer in the expansion draft (though at the pace 
Pavelski’s at right now, who knows?). Zuccarello signed a five-year 
contract containing a full no-movement clause with the Wild, which would 
have been an automatic protection in the expansion draft. That kind of 
contract in Dallas would have meant one less slot to protect the Stars’ 
young, talented forwards. 

On top of all of that, Zuccarello has unfortunate luck with injuries, which 
showed almost the instant he arrived in Dallas. On Sunday, the Wild 
placed Zuccarello on long-term injured reserve. On Tuesday, Pavelski 
scored four points in a win, bringing his season total up to 14 points in 
the first seven games. 

2. Tuesday afternoon, the NHL announced the “Stars of the Month” for 
January. Pavelski was the player representing the Central Division and 
the healthcare worker for the division was Heather Newby, also from 
Dallas. Newby works for the GENder Education and Care 
Interdisciplinary Support (GENECIS) Program at Children’s Health in 
Dallas, the first and largest transgender youth clinic in the Southwest that 
serves patients from all over Texas as well as adjoining states. 

3. The Stars have struggled to come out of the gate strong this season, 
but their two best performances in the first period, offensively and 
defensively, have come in both games that rookie goaltender Jake 
Oettinger has started. The first one was Jan. 28 against the Detroit Red 
Wings and the second was Tuesday night. The Stars also provided 
Oettinger superb goal support, scoring seven goals against Detroit and 
six against Columbus. 

After the game, the players shot down any notion that they play 
differently because a rookie goaltender is in net instead of veteran Anton 
Khudobin. 

“We have a lot of trust in Oetter,” Klingberg said. “He’s a huge part of this 
organization and we’re lucky to have him. I don’t see him as a third goalie 
or something like that. He’s ready, he’s showing it in practice and showed 
it in the games as well.” 

4. Oettinger had a strong night, for the most part. He had a moment of 
good fortune in the second period when somehow, this puck didn’t score 
for the Blue Jackets: 

The two goals Columbus scored early in the third period to cut a 5-1 
Stars lead to 5-3 are probably two he’d like back, but it was a good 
learning experience for the young goaltender to fight back from those and 
not melt. He didn’t allow any more goals in the final 12 minutes of the 
game. 

5. Denis Gurianov got in on the scoring action, converting on a power-
play opportunity in the second period. It wasn’t the typical scorching one-
timer or his blazing speed this time. Instead, he cleaned up a rebound for 
one of the easier goals he has scored in his young career: 
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6. Radek Faksa scored his first goal of the season. The FCC line isn’t 
expected to add much offensively, but they’ve elevated their play in that 
area. Andrew Cogliano has a couple of goals this season, the second 
courtesy of a beautiful pass by Blake Comeau. This one was a full line 
effort, with Faksa scoring and Comeau and Cogliano getting the assists. 

7. The Stars called up Tanner Kero and Joel L’Esperance from the taxi 
squad and sent Ty Dellandrea down to give him a breather. This is what 
the lines looked like: 

Jamie Benn — Joe Pavelski — Alexander Radulov 

Jason Dickinson — Roope Hintz — Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Blake Comeau 

Nicholas Caamano — Tanner Kero — Joel L’Esperance 

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen 

Mark Pysyk — Joel Hanley 

Jake Oettinger 

The Blue Jackets had Patrik Laine making his debut with the team. They 
countered with this: 

Patrik Laine — Alexandre Texier — Cam Atkinson 

Mikhail Grigorenko — Nick Foligno — Max Domi 

Boone Jenner — Jack Roslovic — Oliver Bjorkstrand 

Eric Robinson — Mikko Koivu — Liam Foudy 

Zach Werenski — Seth Jones 

Vladislav Gavrikov — David Savard 

Michael Del Zotto — Dean Kukan 

Joonas Korpisalo 

The Blue Jackets pulled Korpisalo after he allowed his fifth goal for Elvis 
Merzlikins. 

8. The Stars gave Dellandrea a day to watch from up top. He hasn’t been 
demoted to the taxi squad or anything like that. Bowness said Tuesday 
morning that regardless of the result Tuesday night, Dellandrea will be 
back in the lineup on Thursday. Getting to watch the game from upstairs 
can be a valuable experience for players, especially younger guys like 
Dellandrea. It allows them to see the full 200-feet game. Dellandrea had 
played every game this season, so allowing him to have the playing 
experience and see the game from up top was intentional and should be 
beneficial to him. 

Joel Kiviranta is skating with the Stars, but his return to the lineup isn’t 
imminent. Bowness said it’s doubtful he returns this week, putting his 
earliest return date Sunday against the Blackhawks at the American 
Airlines Center. 

9. Laine made his Blue Jackets debut following the trade from Winnipeg 
and clearing the COVID-19 quarantine protocol. Laine has usually been a 
Stars killer, scoring 1.06 goals per game against them, tied with Steven 
Stamkos for most ever against the franchise. His 18 goals against Dallas 
remain his most against any opponent in the NHL, but he was blanked on 
the stat sheet Tuesday. 

10. The Stars are 5-1-1, notching their fifth win of the season in their 
seventh game. Last season, the seventh win came in the 14th game of 
the season. 
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Thomas Harley headlines top things to watch for with Dallas Stars’ AHL 
affiliate 

 

By Saad Yousuf Feb 2, 2021  

 

Hockey is set to return to Central Texas. The Texas Stars, Dallas’ AHL 
affiliate, will begin their 38-game, five-team schedule this Friday in Iowa. 
The following Friday, Texas will play its first game at H-E-B Center since 
Mar. 7, 2020, when it hosts the San Jose Barracuda. 

This season will be unusual, but there will be plenty of significant 
developments in Cedar Park. The importance of having an AHL season 
can’t be overstated for hockey, especially in a year when the 
organization’s ECHL affiliate, the Idaho Steelheads, isn’t playing. As it 
currently stands, neither is the OHL. Let’s dive into some of the top 
storylines surrounding the Texas Stars this season. 

Thomas Harley 

There is no bigger storyline in Cedar Park this season than the 
development of Thomas Harley. The 19-year-old defenseman is arguably 
the top prospect in the organization and wouldn’t even be eligible to play 
the American Hockey League, if the OHL was functioning. Without an 
OHL season, Harley gets an early crack at professional hockey. 

“Especially for a situation that Thomas is in, he needs to play games,” 
Texas Stars general manager and Dallas Stars assistant general 
manager Scott White said. “We have the opportunity to put him in the 
American League based on the circumstances around the hockey world 
currently … He’s just got to play games and try to apply what he’s 
learned in the short time in camp and carry over his play from World 
Juniors. That’s how we view his process.” 

There are fans frustrated about Harley not getting a chance in the NHL 
on the third pairing this season, which thus far has consisted of some 
combination of Andrej Sekera, Mark Pysyk and Joel Hanley. The 
question is not whether Harley has more talent than those players; he 
does. But all three of them are more pro-ready right now, and none of 
them are being asked to do the things Dallas hopes Harley will once he 
breaks through and becomes an NHL defenseman. 

The Stars believe their plan for Harley is better suited for him in the long 
run. Harley is projected to be a top-four defenseman in the NHL and he 
will have a variety of roles on the team. This process isn’t just about 
Harley’s defensive play, though that’s a big factor. It also means getting 
valuable special-teams minutes, which would be an impossibility in the 
NHL right now. 

“He has a very high ceiling, and you could see it in his very first practice 
with us (on Saturday),” Texas Stars head coach Neil Graham said. “The 
things we’re going to have to continue to hark on are pro details and pro 
habits. He already has so many tools in his bag, we don’t want to take 
any of those tools away from him. We just want to help sharpen them.” 

Harley will work on things like stick positioning, activating offensively and 
becoming a more complete defenseman who can play in any situation. 
He’ll also be able to quarterback the power play and get more 
comfortable shooting the puck. The Stars will be able to do this at a 
professional pace with low stakes and ample learning opportunities 
without significant consequences. With Miro Heiskanen, John Klingberg, 
Esa Lindell and Jamie Oleksiak handling the defensive spotlight in the 
NHL, there’s no need for the Stars to rush the 2019 first-round pick into 
situations he’s not ready for. In the AHL, Harley will be expected to run 
the show in short order. 

NHL opportunities 

Usually, being in the AHL means being on the cusp of NHL action. That’s 
not the case this season, with the extra layer of a taxi squad added to the 
equation. If players on the NHL roster are unavailable, whether due to 
injuries or other circumstances, the first step is to utilize the players on 
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the taxi squad. In Dallas’ case, that currently consists of four forwards in 
Rhett Gardner, Jason Robertson, Tanner Kero and Joel L’Esperance; 
one defenseman in Julius Honka; and Landon Bow as the mandatory 
third goaltender. 

All four forwards on the taxi squad have already tasted some NHL action 
six games into the season due to the number of injuries Dallas has 
suffered. With Sekera currently in COVID-19 protocol, Honka is also on 
the shortlist. But what does that mean for the AHL players? There have 
been situations in the past where players have driven up from Austin on 
hours’ notice to be available for Dallas. Will that remain a possibility? 

Yes and no. Direct call-ups from the AHL to the NHL will be on a case-
by-case basis that depends on circumstances. The Stars are fortunate 
that their AHL affiliate is within a few hours’ drive of state lines. That’s 
why, when Dallas reassigned Harley to the AHL on Friday, he was 
practicing on Saturday. He was already taking part in daily testing and 
hadn’t left Dallas – this was right before the team left on its first road trip 
to Carolina – so he was able to plug right in with Texas. 

If the Stars get to a point where they need to dig into their depth beyond 
the taxi squad, there will be certain things considered that weren’t in play 
before – namely, geography. Where was Texas playing, if they were on 
the road? Where are the Dallas Stars? Is there a quarantine period 
involved? All of these things make it harder for AHL players to gain NHL 
reps this season. 

Who else will join? 

Harley’s assignment to the AHL was the predictable one, but could there 
be more players with the NHL squad joining him? You’ll notice a theme 
among the players that make up the taxi squad. Kero, L’Esperance, 
Honka and Bow are all 25 years old or older, while Gardner turns 25 later 
this month. That’s the sweet spot the Stars are looking for with players in 
that role: young enough that they’re still developing, old enough that they 
have enough professional game reps under their belt to not stunt their 
development and they can be NHL contributors. 

That brings us to Jason Robertson. The 21-year-old began the season 
on the NHL roster and played limited minutes in the first two games 
against the Nashville Predators. He was assigned to the taxi squad 
before the third game of the season, as Stars head coach Rick Bowness 
said he needed some work on his game before he would be ready to 
contribute at the NHL level. Robertson is a prospect the organization has 
high hopes for as an offensive weapon. He was deemed unable to stay in 
the NHL lineup when the team still had injuries among their forwards, so 
what are the chances he will crack the lineup now? Robertson is still very 
much at the stage in his career where he needs game reps. If that’s not 
going to happen in the NHL, it makes sense for him to join Harley in the 
AHL and develop his skills during games instead of just in practice. 

Honka would seem like a candidate to show what he’s got on the ice in 
the AHL and if his time in Dallas can be salvaged, but his being the only 
defenseman on the taxi squad probably cements him as the NHL team’s 
emergency defenseman unless a player currently in AHL camp trades 
spots with him. 

Neil Graham’s progress 

Graham is a bright young mind expected to make some noise in the NHL 
in the future. Last season, he was thrown into the fire as the Texas Stars’ 
head coach after the abrupt firing of Jim Montgomery led to a coaching 
shuffle in the NHL and called for then-AHL head coach Derek Laxdal to 
become an assistant in Dallas. 

This NHL season has required coaches and players to make things work 
on shorter notice than they’re used to, but for Graham, it’s a rare case of 
the opposite. Unlike his overnight rise to head coaching duties last 
season, this season has been a gradual buildup. Graham was in Dallas 
for training camp in January, where he got to learn under the Dallas 
coaching staff and work with many of the players he’ll be coaching in the 
AHL because they were part of the expanded training camp roster. He’s 

also got a training-camp period this season, which began Jan. 26, before 
games get going. 

“At the end of the day, we want to mimic a lot of what we’re doing at the 
parent club in Dallas so that when our guys do get that opportunity, they 
can step in seamlessly,” Graham said. “(Training) camp was a great 
opportunity for me to develop as a coach. Any time you’re up a level, you 
want to be a sponge. I thought it was critical for me to make sure our 
verbiage matches and systematically we’re in sync.” 

Quick hitters 

— This is going to be a big season for forward Riley Tufte. He had a 
strong training camp in Dallas, and the organization is hoping he can 
take a big step in the right direction this season and start showing some 
NHL-readiness in his play. The Stars have shown they can be patient 
with their prospects, and Tufte has a long leash as a 2016 first-round 
pick, but it’s getting close to the time for him to put those flashes together 
and take a leap in his development. 

— It will be interesting to see if the Stars can find a goaltender that can at 
the very least handle the net in the AHL moving forward. Dallas has its 
goaltenders of the present in Anton Khudobin and Ben Bishop as well as 
a fusion of present and future in Jake Oettinger. There isn’t much 
organizational depth at that position beyond that. Bow will stick on the 
taxi squad, so the AHL battle will fall to Colton Point, Tomas Sholl and 
Matt Jurusik. The ideal situation for the Stars would be for Point to 
revitalize his game and show some semblance of the promise the Stars 
saw in him a few years ago. 

— There will be limited fans allowed in H-E-B Center this season. If that’s 
something you’re comfortable with, you can Click here for ticket options. 
Otherwise, if you wish to follow from afar, here are your AHLTV options. 
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