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Remember when the Carolina Hurricanes struggled to win games in shootouts? No longer.  

By Chip Alexander  

Five observations from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-3 shootout 
win Tuesday over the Chicago Blackhawks: 

▪ There was a time, and not that long ago, when putting 
“Hurricanes” and “shootout” in the same sentence usually 
ended with “loss.” No longer. The Canes were 5-0 in 
shootouts last season and now have won the last two games 
in shootouts as Reimer stopped five of six shooters including 
Jamie Benn of Dallas and Patrick Kane of Chicago. 

Kane’s approach with the puck was so slow it appeared to be 
in freeze-frames. Reimer waited out the Blackhawks star, 
then gloved the backhand shot. Big stop, another win.  

▪ Petr Mrazek announced on Instagram Tuesday that he 
planned to have surgery in Vail, Colorado, ending a few days 
of suspense. Video of Mrazek Saturday against Dallas 
revealed the thumb injury and Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday the goalie will out for a long time. 
Mrazek had the surgery Wednesday, the team announced, 
although it is not known how long he will be sidelined. 

The talk in training camp was with the NHL’s condensed 56-
game schedule and a lot of back-to-backs, two good goalies 
would be a necessity, not a luxury. The Canes had Mrazek 
and Reimer. Now, it’s Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic. The 
goalie they call “Ned” is the “next man up,” one of 
Brind’Amour’s favorite expressions. 

▪ It was easy to second-guess Brind’Amour’s decision to put 
Andrei Svechnikov on Jordan Staal’s line Tuesday. With four 
players missing and on the NHL COVID-19 protocol list, 
Brind’Amour had the winger on Sebastian Aho’s line with 

Brock McGinn. With the players back Tuesday, it was on 
Staal’s line with Warren Foegele. 

Here’s why he’s the coach and everybody else second-
guessers: the Staal line clicked for two first-period goals as 
Svechnikov and Foegele scored off Staal passes. 
Svechnikov did get some time with Aho late but the initial 
move was the right one. 

▪ And, yes, Svechnikov had the thought of another lacrosse 
shot flash through his mind in overtime. He had the puck 
behind the Chicago net and ... 

“I was going too fast,” he said on the postgame media call. “It 
was a good opportunity. The D wasn’t there and I tried it but I 
couldn’t put the puck on the stick that time. The ice was 
pretty bad, so maybe next time.” 

▪ The Canes and the Blackhawks were too loose with the 
puck, almost nonchalant, at times in overtime. Puck 
possession is everything in 3-on-3 overtimes and the Canes 
weren’t as careful and strong with the puck as they need to 
be with victory and a point on the line. As Svechnikov said, 
“We’ve got to handle the puck more in overtime.” 

Brind’Amour’s strategy of starting Staal in the OT for the 
opening draw, then quickly being replaced by Aho, also 
backfired this time as Staal lost the faceoff to David Kampf. 
Vincent Trocheck won the next draw for the Canes and was 
15-5 in the circle Tuesday. 

Hurricanes at Blackhawks 

When: 8 p.m., Thursday 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas

 

Hurricanes investing $215,000 in growth of girls youth hockey  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes are making a sizable investment in 
a girls youth hockey program, announcing Wednesday that 
$215,000 would be spent as part of the NHL Industry Growth 
Fund. 

Alyssa Gagliardi, the Hurricanes’ Girls’ and Women’s Hockey 
Specialist, will direct the program, which begins in March. 

“I think it’s great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a 
media call Wednesday. “Let’s face it, we’re a sport that 
attracts everybody. We have a lot of young women and older 
women who love the game of hockey and I think it’s great 
we’re including them.” 

Brind’Amour noted that his youngest son, Brooks, plays on a 
youth hockey team with Jade Williams, the daughter of 
former Canes captain Justin Williams and said she was a 
“phenomenal” player. 

“Any way you can include people to enjoy our sport, I think 
it’s fabulous,” Brind’Amour said. 

Don Waddell, president and general manager of the 
Hurricanes, said expanding access to youth hockey was a 
priority for the organization. 

“Girls’ hockey in the area has been expanding rapidly in 
recent years, and we want to do everything we can to 
support that growth and retention,” Waddell said in a 
statement. 

The team said Canes Girls Youth Hockey will be the next 
step for its First Goal program, a starting point for youth 
hockey players in the Triangle. The program will further the 
on- and off-ice development of girls ages 6-12 who have 
previously played at the Learn to Play or Recreational levels.  

“Making the game of hockey inclusive for everyone has 
always been at the forefront of the Hurricanes organization,” 
Gagliardi said in a statement. “The opportunity to create a 
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program for young girls at the introductory and recreational 
levels of hockey to play with peers and develop not only 
hockey skills, but skills such as teamwork and self-
confidence, is a game-changer for future generations. 

“The goal of the Canes Girls Youth Hockey program is to 
provide an all-girls environment to continue to foster the love 
of the game, build friendships and help ensure young girls 
have female role models to look up to in the sport.”

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Blackhawks 

Canes aim to extend winning streak to six games 

By Michael Smith 

CHICAGO - The Carolina Hurricanes can extend their 
winning streak to six games when they rematch the Chicago 
Blackhawks to round out the first third of a six-game road 
swing. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (6-1-0, 12 points) at Chicago 
Blackhawks (3-4-4, 10 points) 

Thursday, Feb. 4, 8 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

The Last Meeting 

Jordan Staal recorded a pair of assists while Andrei 
Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck each tallied their team-
leading fifth goals of the season in a 3-3 regulation draw with 
the Chicago Blackhawks. Extra hockey was required for the 
third time in the Canes' last four games, and a shootout then 
decided the final score for the second game in a row. James 
Reimer turned aside all three shots he faced, while 
Svechnikov netted the winning goal in the third round of the 
shootout, marking the Canes' eighth straight shootout win. 

"We got the job done tonight. It wasn't pretty or the way we 
wanted to play," Staal said. "We found a way to win tonight 
and keep the ball rolling here. We've got a group that's 
committed and talented and finding ways to win. I thought 
Reims played a heck of a game to keep us in it. We'll take 
the two points, for sure." 

News to Know 

Mrazek Undergoes Surgery: Petr Mrazek underwent surgery 
on his right thumb, and a recovery timetable is still to be 
determined by the Canes. The netminder, who recorded two 
shutouts in his first three starts of the season, was injured on 
Jan. 30. James Reimer has since collected three straight 
victories to improve to 16-2-2 in his last 22 regular-season 
appearances. While Mrazek is on the mend, Reimer will 
carry the load in net alongside Alex Nedeljkovic, who is likely 
to see his first start of the season within the next three 
games. 

Numbers to Know 

4: Staal has recorded points in four straight games (1g, 5a) 
since returning to the lineup. 

4: The franchise record for longest shootout winning streak 
was four games, set back in 2006. The Canes have currently 
won eight shootouts in a row. 
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Super 16: Lightning reclaim No. 1, Canadiens climb power rankings 

Flyers, Hurricanes rise; Jets, Penguins fall 

By Dan Rosen 

The Montreal Canadiens keep scoring goals and surging up 
the NHL.com Super 16 power rankings. 

The Canadiens, who lead the NHL with 4.40 goals per game, 
moved up two spots to No. 2 this week. They were ranked 
No. 8 two weeks ago in the first Super 16 of the season and 
No. 15 in the preseason Super 16. 

Montreal was ranked No. 1 by five of the 14 participating 
staff members this week. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning moved up to retake the top spot in 
the Super 16 from the Vegas Golden Knights, who didn't play 
and dropped two spots to No. 3. 

The Philadelphia Flyers (No. 10) moved up two spots, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes (No. 11) moved up three. The 
Winnipeg Jets (No. 13) and Pittsburgh Penguins (No. 14) 
each fell three. 

To create the Super 16, each of the 14 staff members put 
together his or her version of what they think it should look 
like. Those were submitted and a point total was assigned to 
each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (6-1-1) 

Total points: 211 
Last week: No. 2 

Steven Stamkos has scored four goals, three on the power 
play, in eight games. His power-play goal in a 5-2 win 
against the Nashville Predators on Monday was his 301st 
power-play point (158 goals, 143 assists), putting him first in 
Lightning history, one ahead of forward Martin St. Louis. 

2. MONTREAL CANADIENS (7-1-2) 

Total points: 193 
Last week: No. 4 

Tyler Toffoli leads the NHL with nine goals, including eight in 
five games against the Vancouver Canucks, the team he 
played for at the end of last season. The forward scored two 
in a 5-3 win against Vancouver on Tuesday for his third 
multigoal game of the season. The Canadiens are 4-0-1 with 

28 goals against the Canucks and have scored at least five 
goals in each game. 

3. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (5-1-1) 

Total points: 183 
Last week: No. 1 

The Golden Knights haven't played since Jan. 26. They had 
three games postponed because three coaches and 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo were being isolated in 
connection with the NHL COVID-19 protocol. Vegas is 
scheduled to host the Los Angeles Kings on Friday. 

4. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (6-1-3) 

Total points: 158 
Last week: No. 3 

The Capitals had a nine-game point streak (6-0-3), their best 
start to a season, end Monday when they lost 5-3 to the 
Boston Bruins after blowing a 3-0 lead. They have trailed for 
48:52 in their 10 games. 

5. DALLAS STARS (5-1-1) 

Total points: 140 
Last week: No. 5 

Joe Pavelski has scored 14 points (seven goals, seven 
assists), including five power-play goals. The forward scored 
a point in five straight games (10 points; five goals, five 
assists) to start the season before gettng none in a 4-3 
shootout loss to the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. He 
followed that by scoring four points (two goals, two assists) in 
a 6-3 win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Tuesday. 

6. COLORADO AVALANCHE (7-3-1) 

Total points: 139 
Last week: No. 7 

The Avalanche won their first game without center Nathan 
MacKinnon, 2-1 against the Minnesota Wild on Tuesday. 
MacKinnon (14 points; two goals, 12 assists in 10 games) is 
week to week with a lower-body injury sustained in a 4-3 
overtime loss to the Wild on Sunday. He joins a lengthy 
Avalanche injured list that includes goalie Pavel Francouz 
(lower body); forwards Pierre-Edouard Bellemare (lower 
body) and Matt Calvert (upper body); and defensemen 
Devon Toews (lower body) and Erik Johnson (upper body). 
They're each week to week. 
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7. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (7-2-1) 

Total points: 138 
Last week: No. 6 

The Maple Leafs are 5-0-1 in one-goal games, winning their 
first five before losing 4-3 in overtime to the Edmonton Oilers 
on Saturday, when they came back from down 3-1. Toronto 
is 4-0-1 in its past five games. Auston Matthews has scored 
in each of the past five games he's played. 

8. ST. LOUIS BLUES (7-2-1) 

Total points: 119 
Last week: No. 9 

Mike Hoffman scored his second goal of the season in a 4-3 
win against the Arizona Coyotes on Tuesday. The forward 
has a point in three straight games (one goal, two assists) 
after scoring two points (one goal, one assist) in his first six. 
The Blues have won four in a row, scoring at least four goals 
in each game. 

9. BOSTON BRUINS (7-1-2) 

Total points: 118 
Last week: No. 8 

David Pastrnak, playing his third game of the season 
Wednesday after recovering from offseason hip surgery, 
scored a hat trick and had an assist on the overtime goal by 
Patrice Bergeron in a 4-3 comeback win against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. Pastrnak scored twice in a 5-3 win 
against the Capitals on Monday. 

10. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (7-2-2) 

Total points: 111 
Last week: No. 12 

Brian Elliott has delivered as the Flyers' No. 2 goalie, going 
3-0-0 with a 2.22 goals-against average, .932 save 
percentage and one shutout in four games (three starts). 

11. CAROLINA HURRICANES (6-1-0) 

Total points: 106 
Last week: No. 14 

James Reimer is 4-0-0 with a 2.19 GAA and .915 save 
percentage in four games (three starts), including 30 saves 
in a 4-3 shootout win against the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Tuesday. He will get plenty of work with goalie Petr Mrazek 
sidelined following surgery on his right thumb. Jordan Staal 
has scored a point in four straight games (one goal, five 
assists). Carolina has won five in a row. 

12. FLORIDA PANTHERS (5-0-1) 

Total points: 95 
Last week: No. 13 

The Panthers are 4-0-1 in one-goal games and 2-0-1 in 
games they allow the first goal. Their six-game point streak 
to start the season is the second longest in their history, 
behind a 12-game streak (8-0-4 ties) to start the 1996-97 
season. 

13. WINNIPEG JETS (6-3-1) 

Total points: 50 
Last week: No. 10 

The Jets are 9-for-9 on the penalty kill in their past three 
games and 17-for-19 in their past seven. Goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck needs one win to set a Jets/Atlanta Thrashers 
record. He's tied with Ondrej Pavelec with 152. 

14. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (5-4-1) 

Total points: 39 
Last week: No. 11 

Injuries have ravaged Penguins defensemen with six out of 
the lineup, including four who started the season in their top 
six (Kris Letang, Brian Dumoulin, Marcus Pettersson and 
Mike Matheson). Letang sustained a lower-body injury in a 5-
4 overtime win against the New York Rangers on Saturday 
and didn't play in a 3-1 loss to New York on Monday. 

15. MINNESOTA WILD (6-5-0) 

Total points: 23 
Last week: No. 15 

The Wild had four games postponed through Feb. 9 after five 
players were placed in the NHL COVID-19 protocol 
Wednesday: defenseman Jared Spurgeon, and forwards 
Nick Bjugstad, Nick Bonino, Joel Eriksson Ek and Marcus 
Johansson. Goalie Cam Talbot is back after missing four 
games and played well in two starts against the Avalanche, 
going 1-1-0 allowing five goals on 56 shots (.911 save 
percentage). 

16. CALGARY FLAMES (4-4-1) 

Total points: 12 
Last week: NR 

The Flames have allowed the first goal in six of their nine 
games and scored six goals in the first period this season. 
The defense pair of Noah Hanifin and Christopher Tanev 
was on the ice for their first goal against in nine games 
together in a 3-2 loss to the Jets on Tuesday. Johnny 
Gaudreau has scored a point in each of the nine games (six 
goals, five assists). 

Others receiving points: New York Islanders 9, Edmonton 
Oilers 8, New Jersey Devils 7, Columbus Blue Jackets 6, 
Vancouver Canucks 1 

Dropped out: Islanders (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

TIM CAMPBELL 
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1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Boston Bruins; 4. 
Colorado Avalanche; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Montreal Canadiens; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Montreal Canadiens; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Philadelphia Flyers; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Boston Bruins; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Montreal Canadiens; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. St. Louis Blues; 
9. Washington Capitals; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. New Jersey Devils; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Montreal 
Canadiens; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. St. Louis Blues; 
9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Montreal Canadiens; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. St. Louis 
Blues; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Dallas 
Stars; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Columbus Blue Jackets 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Carolina Hurricanes; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. New Jersey 
Devils 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Dallas 
Stars; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Boston Bruins; 9. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Carolina Hurricanes; 11. Colorado 

Avalanche; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Florida Panthers; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Columbus Blue 
Jackets 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Montreal Canadiens; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 6. Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. 
Colorado Avalanche; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. 
New Jersey Devils 

BILL PRICE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Montreal Canadiens; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Florida 
Panthers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. St. Louis Blues; 6. 
Montreal Canadiens; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 
16. Minnesota Wild 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Montreal Canadiens; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Boston Bruins; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Calgary Flames; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Montreal Canadiens; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Carolina Hurricanes; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 
16. Winnipeg Jets 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Calgary 
Flames
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Mrazek out indefinitely for Hurricanes after thumb surgery 

Goalie leads NHL in goals-against average, save percentage 

Petr Mrazek is out indefinitely for the Carolina Hurricanes 
after the goalie had surgery on his right thumb Wednesday. 

A timeline for his return will be determined in the coming 
days. 

"It's one of those things where [his right thumb] has just got 
to heal up and then hopefully it goes well there and we get 
him back when we get him back," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We kind of knew from the other day it 
would be a long-term injury. It's a big blow, especially this 
year, with the reliance on needing both goalies, for sure." 

Mrazek was injured during a collision with Hurricanes 
forward Max McCormick 2:47 into the first period of a 4-1 win 
against the Dallas Stars at PNC Arena on Saturday. James 
Reimer made 10 saves in relief. 

Mrazek was 2-1-0 in four games this season. He leads the 
NHL in goals-against average (0.99), save percentage (.955) 
and is tied for first in shutouts (two) with four others. 

"I spoke to [Mrazek] yesterday after the game," Hurricanes 
forward Martin Necas said. "He said he feels pretty good. He 
said he can't even move [his thumb] for a little bit. Hopefully 
here he's going to be ready in a couple weeks. I don't know 

how long it takes [to recover]. He said he feels good and 
everything went well, so we'll see." 

Reimer (4-0-0, 2.19 GAA, .915 save percentage) has started 
the past two games for the Hurricanes with Alex 
Nedeljkovic the backup. 

"I think we have a lot of confidence in [Nedeljkovic] and 
obviously [Reimer], we're confident in his ability," Hurricanes 
forward Jordan Martinook said. "He's made some incredible 
saves this year and kept us in the game, so we're confident 
with both guys. Obviously, we want Petr back as quickly as 
we can, but want him to come back healthy and 100 
percent." 

Nedeljkovic played three games with the Hurricanes last 
season and has played six NHL games in his career. 

"As far as our confidence in [Alex], we've had him around for 
a while," Brind'Amour said. "We have tons of confidence in 
him. Obviously, he doesn't have a huge body of work in net 
in this league, but he's certainly done it at the [American 
Hockey League] level. He's going to get his chance and we'll 
see how it works out." 

The Hurricanes next play at the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Thursday (8 p.m. ET; NBCSCH, FS-CR, NHL.TV).

 

Carolina visits Chicago after shootout victory 

Carolina Hurricanes (6-1-0, first in the Central Division) vs. 
Chicago Blackhawks (3-4-4, sixth in the Central Division) 

Chicago; Thursday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina visits the Chicago Blackhawks after 
the Hurricanes beat Chicago 4-3 in a shootout. 

Chicago went 7-12-3 in division action and 16-14-4 at home 
in the 2019-20 season. The Blackhawks averaged 3.0 goals 
on 31.8 shots per game last season. 

Carolina went 8-12-1 in division play and 19-13-3 on the road 
in the 2019-20 season. The Hurricanes scored 3.2 goals per 
game while allowing opponents to average 2.8 last season. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

The teams meet for the second straight game. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Ryan Carpenter: out (health and 
safety protocols). 

Hurricanes: Petr Mrazek: day to day (upper body).
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Carolina Hurricanes goalie Mrazek has surgery on right thumb 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes say 
goaltender Petr Mrazek is recovering from surgery on his 
right thumb. 

The team announced the surgery Wednesday. He was 
knocked out of Saturday’s win against Dallas and hasn’t 
played since. 

The Hurricanes say a timetable for his return will be 
determined, though coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday it could be a “long-term kind of injury.” 
Brind’Amour called the loss of Mrazek “a big blow, 
obviously.” 

The 28-year-old Mrazek leads all NHL goaltenders with a 
0.99 goals-against average as well as a .955 save 
percentage. Mrazek has two shutouts in four appearances 
this year. 

Mrazek’s absence means the Hurricanes will lean more on 
on James Reimer, who entered the year as part of a tandem 
with Mrazek, and Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Carolina plays the second half of a two-game set at Chicago 
on Thursday. The Hurricanes have won six of seven to start 
the season, including all four games since returning from a 
COVID-19 pause that led to the postponement of four 
games.

 

 

About Last Night: Skills Competition Lifts Hurricanes to Another Win and Top of Division 

The new-era Hurricanes are mad lads in the shootout. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes kicked off a 12-day, six-game road 
trip last night in the Windy City. 

With a four-game win streak on the line, the Canes had to 
deal with the Chicago Blackhawks, a team that has 
undergone a great deal of change over the last few seasons 
and now find themselves in the midst of what most would 
consider a rebuild despite retaining some of the big names 
that carried them to multiple Stanley Cups. 

Carolina managed to eke out another win, again coming in 
the shoot out. Here are some thoughts on last night’s game. 

Jordan Staal, Noted Playmaker 

Staal was the first Carolina player to fall victim to the COVID 
protocol list during the first week of the season. That was a 
huge hit to the Hurricanes, and his impact upon returning has 
been very noticeable. 

On Tuesday, he was very involved in the team’s early 2-0 
lead by way of a pair of primary assists. 

His first helper saw him drive down the wing and deliver a 
perfect one-handed pass to Andrei Svechnikov in front of the 
net. His other hand was being used to shield himself and the 
puck from big defenseman Nikita Zadorov. 

That goal was Svechnikov’s fifth of the season, and 
momentarily sat alone atop the list of Carolina goal-scorers. 
Vincent Trocheck’s third-period goal re-tied him with the 20-
year-old winger. 

Staal made another key play to double the Canes lead in the 
first period. Brady Skjei’s point shot got knocked down in the 
slot, and Staal calmly waited and slid a pass to a darting 
Warren Foegele who rifled one by Kevin Lankinen. 

Staal has been a force since returning to the lineup. He 
carries a four-game point streak into Thursday’s rematch 
against the Hawks. Beyond that, though, he has delivered 
the steady play that the team has come to expect from him. 

He’s an important piece of the puzzle, and that has been on 
display again this season. 

Taking a Breath 

Just like in their second game against the Stars, the 
Hurricanes had a stretch where they stepped off the gas. 
Last night, it happened late in the first period. 

In less than two minutes, the Canes saw their 2-0 lead totally 
dissolve thanks to goals from Philipp Kurashev and Patrick 
Kane. 

Kurashev’s goal was the result of a breakdown in coverage 
during a late-period penalty kill. You could argue that Martin 
Necas got interfered with in the middle of the defensive zone, 
but a call wasn’t made and moments later the Hawks 
capitalized on the lapse in coverage as Kurashev broke free 
in front of James Reimer and tapped a centering pass into an 
open net. 

Kane’s goal was the result of an unfortunate error from 
Jaccob Slavin. Carolina’s steady d-man got control of the 
puck and promptly turned the puck right over to Alex 
Debrincat who then set up Kane for an easy goal. 

The Hurricanes have been vulnerable to these types of short 
lulls in their game. Every team can be from time to time, but 
it’s been especially noticeable for Carolina, a team that has 
to be engaged in how they play (particularly with how they 
play in the defensive zone) in order to be successful. 
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Brett Pesce is Outrageously Good 

The return of Pesce to the lineup this season has served as 
yet another reminder of how important he is to this team and 
the stability they have up and down the lineup. 

Last night, he was outstanding. 

His 68.09% corsi-share was best among Carolina 
defensemen and he was on the ice for a team-high 32 shot 
attempts at 5-on-5. He had the highest on-ice expected 
goals-for among all Canes skaters and the best expected 
goal-share among Carolina defensemen. 

His best shift might’ve been during the first period where his 
hands were all over a successful defensive sequence for the 
Hurricanes. 

I mean, come on. 

Skills Competitions are Fun when You Have Skill 

For years, the Hurricanes were plagued by lousy shootout 
showings, but that has very quickly changed with the influx of 
young talent that has graced the Canes. 

Last night, it was Andrei Svechnikov who played the hero in 
the shoot out with his quick move to the forehand that beat 
Lankinen on the blocker side. 

Not to be overshadowed by the highlight-reel ending to the 
skills competition, James Reimer made a huge save on one 
of Kane’s patented deke shows that takes fifteen minutes. 

I’m still a staunch believer that shootouts should be avoided 
at all costs. 3-on-3 hockey is awesome and implementing 
them is probably one of the best decisions that the league 
has made in a very long time. Games should be decided by 
a group of players on the ice, not a skills competition. 

But hey, skills competitions are more fun when you have... 
skill.

 

Petr Mrazek undergoes thumb surgery 

The Hurricanes goaltender said on his Instagram story that 
his recovery has begun. 

By Brian LeBlanc and Andrew Schnittker 

Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Petr Mrazek underwent 
surgery to repair his injured thumb, according to a series of 
posts on Mrazek’s Instagram story and confirmed by the 
Hurricanes. 

Mrazek’s surgery, according to his social media post, was 
performed in Vail, Colo., earlier today. No timeline was given 
for recovery, but former Hurricane Bret Hedican underwent a 
similar procedure in 2007 to repair a torn ring finger ligament 
and missed a little more than a month to recover. Given that 
the injury is to Mrazek’s thumb, a fairly important piece of the 
goaltending toolkit, a lengthier recovery period - perhaps on 
the order of a couple of months - could be required. 

Mrazek was injured early in Sunday’s Hurricanes shootout 
win over the Dallas Stars when he and forward Max 
McCormick inadvertently got tangled up in the Hurricanes’ 
goal crease early in the first period. Following the game 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said that he thought the 
injury was not as bad as it appeared, but backtracked a bit 
on Tuesday when he said that the injury was more serious 
than previously thought and that Mrazek was considering his 
options. 

Mrazek has been one of the standout performers for the 
Hurricanes in the early going, helping the team to the top of 
the Central Division standings. In his absence, Brind’Amour 
said Tuesday that James Reimer would handle the majority 
of the workload, with Alex Nedeljkovic making spot starts to 
give Reimer occasional days off. We broke down what the 
goalie situation might look like while Mrazek is out here. 

Mrazek’s decision to have surgery in Vail may seem odd with 
the plethora of medical professionals available in the 

Triangle, but a renowned hand and wrist surgeon, Dr. Randy 
Viola, has his clinic in Vail. Dr. Viola has long been a 
surgeon of preference for professional athletes, in much the 
same way as Dr. James Andrews has long been the athlete 
go-to for elbow issues. Dr. Viola performed the surgery on 
Hedican 14 years ago, and has also served as medical 
onsultant to the Denver Broncos, the U.S. Snowboard Team, 
and the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee.  

Update: The Hurricanes have issued an official release 
regarding Mrazek and his surgery: 

PETR MRAZEK UNDERGOES SURGERY ON RIGHT 
THUMB 

Goaltender leads NHL in GAA and save percentage 

RALEIGH, N.C. - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that goaltender Petr Mrazek 
has undergone surgery on his right thumb. A timetable for his 
return will be determined in the coming days. 

Mrazek, 28, has registered a 2-1-0 record, 0.99 goals-
against average, .955 save percentage and two shutouts in 
four appearances in 2020-21. He currently leads all NHL 
goaltenders in goals-against average and save percentage, 
and he is one of five netminders to earn two shutouts so far 
this season. The 6’1”, 190-pound goaltender has earned a 
46-31-5 record, 2.48 goals-against average, .911 save 
percentage and nine shutouts in 84 appearances with the 
Hurricanes since joining the team as a free agent on July 1, 
2018. Mrazek has posted a 124-95-28 record, 2.60 goals-
against average, .911 save percentage and 23 shutouts in 
267 career NHL games with Detroit, Philadelphia and 
Carolina. The Ostrava, Czech Republic, native was drafted 
by the Red Wings in the fifth round, 141st overall, of the 
2010 NHL Draft.
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Central Division Weekly Roundup: The Canes Rise to the Top 

After getting back into action the Carolina Hurricanes have 
won five straight games to rocket up to first place in the 
division. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 12 Points (6-1-0) 

There have been a lot of changes for the Canes from last 
week. First, the Canes returned to the ice with 80% of their 
team with success. Last night the Hurricanes also got four of 
their players back from the COVID list. This is a lot of turmoil 
and uncertainty in the lineup just not with players, but with 
their conditioning levels. The main thing that has been clear 
in all of this ... Vincent Trocheck has arrived. 

Trocheck has five goals in this young season and has looked 
dominant in the offensive zone. He has been scoring in 
different ways. He is not just using his shot on rushes but 
finding his way to the net to finish off rebounds. Against 
Dallas, he had a two-goal game and technically the game-
winning goal in each. In the second game, he scored the 
shootout goal that proved to be the one to seal the game.  

The way that he has been playing this season is exactly why 
Don Waddell went out and trade for him last season. He is 
really settling in to be the best second-line center the Canes 
have seen in years. 

The unfortunate news in the re-start is the injury to Petr 
Mrazek. In three games played, Mrazek had recorded two 
shutouts and a league-leading .955 save percentage with a 
.99 GAA. Mrazek will be out an undetermined length of time 
after undergoing surgery on his right thumb. 

The Canes are still in good hands with James Reimer, who 
has yet to lose a game this season. The big question in net is 
who will be the new backup, with the answer likely Alex 
Nedelkjovic. Long considered the future of the Canes 
between the pipes, he will have an extended opportunity to 
prove what he can do in the NHL. We could see him as soon 
as Sunday with the Canes facing a back-to-back against the 
Blue Jackets.  

2. Florida Panthers: 11 Points (5-0-1) 

After the Dallas Stars losing to the Carolina Hurricanes this 
weekend, the Panthers are the last team in the Central 
Division that has yet to lose in regulation. The Panthers have 
been led by Carter Verhaeghe and Patric Hornqvist, who 
both have five goals and two assists in six games. They are 
both tied for second in the league for goals per game played. 
Two more players, Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan 
Huberdeau also have seven points. Huberdeau leads the 
team in assists with six.  

The Panthers have been playing well, but their record could 
also be due to their schedule. Out of their six games, four 
were against Detroit and Chicago, who are two of the bottom 
three teams. They are set to face the Predators next, who 
are second to last in the division. The good thing for Florida 
is that they have won the games that they are expected to 
win, but they also have yet to face a real challenge.  

3. Dallas Stars: 11 Points (5-1-1) 

Joe Pavelski is having a great season, and it is completely 
under the radar. With two goals and two assists last night, 
Pavelski now has 14 points in seven games played. That 
mark ties Dino Ciccarelli for the second-most points scored 
in the first seven games in North Stars/Stars franchise 
history. Ciccarelli also has the record of 15 points in the 
same time span. The 36-year-old winger is in his second 
season with the Stars. His five goals are already over one-
third of his production from last season.  

With a 6-3 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets, the Dallas 
Stars only two losses have come against the Hurricanes. In 
the most recent game against the Hurricanes, Jamie Benn 
returned to action for the first time since Jan. 22nd. In just 
two games back, he has recorded two goals and three 
assists. Seeing his impact on the Stars’ line up, it is 
incredible that they were able to only lose one game without 
him on the ice.  

4. Tampa Bay Lightning: 11 Points (5-1-1) 

After losing two straight games, the Lightning have turned it 
around with back-to-back wins against the Nashville 
Predators. Highly touted rookie Cal Foote scored his first 
NHL goal on Saturday in a 4-3 win. Foote spent the last two 
years in the American Hockey League with the Syracuse 
Crunch but cracked the lineup out of camp as the seventh 
defenseman. His entry-level deal allows the Lightning to add 
him to the lineup to save salary when needed.  

The fact that he was able to also produce in just his fourth 
NHL game just seems very Tampa Bay as of late. They just 
cannot seem to miss on prospects. Foote is getting eased 
into the big leagues. In four games played, he is averaging 
over 10 minutes a game but has started 69.5% of his shifts in 
the offensive zone.  

Even with this, he has a 47.1% Corsi, which is fourth to last 
on the team. We know that it is tougher for rookie 
defensemen to get used to the speed of the game, so he will 
continue to improve. But for now, he can say that he has his 
first NHL goal and will make it harder for the team to keep 
him in the press box.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 11 Points (4-4-3) 

Last night marked the first game for the new acquisitions of 
Jack Roslovic and Patrick Laine. However, their first game 
did not go to plan as the Blue Jackets lost by 6-2. There is a 
silver lining in the loss, Roslovic recorded his first point, an 
assist, as a Blue Jacket. This is impressive after the pair 
from Winnipeg had to quarantine for two weeks before being 
able to play with their new team, which makes it much harder 
for acquisitions to jump into the lineup and make an 
immediate impact, but Roslovic was able to. 

The Blue Jackets have also been disappointed in their 
defensive play. Zack Weresnki and Seth Jones have largely 
played with each other the last three seasons but were split 
up earlier this season. They have tried to shuffle their top 
four, but what remains clear is that Jones is struggling. His 
44.2% Corsi ranks 165th of the 1889 defensemen that have 
played five or more games. He also ranks near the bottom in 
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goals for. His 30.77% GF ranks 457 out of 518 players who 
have played 60 minutes of ice time. The Blue Jackets will 
have to get more out of their best defenseman if they expect 
to win games and make the playoffs.  

6. Chicago Blackhawks: 10 Points (3-4-4) 

The Blackhawks are going to be the annoying team that 
sticks around in the standings because of the loser point. 
With four overtime losses, Chicago has been able to get 
points in seven of their 11 games played. What really seems 
odd about their record is they have yet to win a game in 
overtime or the shootout. Normally these times of the game 
can equalize teams’ talent because you don’t need a ton of 
players when you are just rolling out three at a time. With 
Patrick Kane on the ice, you would think that they would be 
able to finish in overtime or the shootout, but they haven’t 
been able to. 

After the loss to the Hurricanes at home last night, the 
Blackhawks are now just one of three teams that are getting 
less than one point per game in the standings. One team, the 
Nashville Predators, will be over that mark if they can win or 
receive an overtime loss tomorrow. While they are still 
poised to take over seventh place in the division, last night 
proved that they are no easy out.  

7. Nashville Predators: 8 Points (4-5-0) 

The Predators' start to the season has been as bad as they 
could have expected. They have played more games than 
half of the division, but have just eight points and sit second 
to last. Part of the struggle has come between the pipes. 
Jusse Saros has been their starter, playing five games with 
Pekka Rinne playing four. The two are ranked 19th and 56th, 
respectively, in save percentage. There are only three 
goalies worse than Rinne who have started four or more 
games. In their nine games played they have let up four or 
more goals five times. 

This season also seems like a pivotal season for the 
franchise. They aren’t that far removed from having Stanley 
Cup aspirations and the last two offseasons they made 
moves to try to get that feeling back. Half of their roster was 
acquired from 2019 to now with some of those including Matt 
Duchene, Mikael Grandlund and Erik Haula. They also fired 
longtime coach Peter Laviolette and hired John Hynes. 
Hynes wasn’t impressive in New Jersey and was fired in his 
fifth season after his best finish came in 2017-2018 when 
they finished fifth in the Metro. Last year he went 16-11-1 
before losing in the Qualifying Round. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: 6 Points (2-6-2) 

You cannot win a season in the first month, but you can 
certainly lose the season in the first month. This scenario is 
all too familiar with the Hurricanes and thinking back to the 
2010s, but that is certainly the case for the Red Wings this 
season. The Wings have not won a game since Jan. 19 and 
made plenty of waves after beating the Hurricanes and Blue 
Jackets in the first four games, but have now lost six games 
straight. The good news is they are expecting to get four 
players back for their next game. Robby Fabbri, Adam Erne, 
Sam Gagner and Jon Merrill are all returning from the 
COVID-19 list. 

Detroit’s five-on-five numbers don’t look incredible, but they 
also don’t look like they should be second-to-last in the 
league. Their 46.51 xGF% still ranks 25th and is better than 
the Washington Capitals, who have yet to lose a game in 
regulation. Their problem is the offense. They have the 
second-worst even-strength offense with a 1.51 GF/60 which 
is better than the Hurricanes 1.32. The main difference, is 
that the Canes’ power play is running at 26.9% where the 
Wings score just 11.5% of the time. When you aren’t scoring 
with the man advantage, you can’t afford any mistakes at 
even strength.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Necas post practice 

Rod Brind’Amour, Martin Necas and Jordan Martinook spoke 
to the media via Zoom following Wednesday’s practice. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Following a shootout win over the Blackhawks Tuesday night 
where the team was not at its best, the Hurricanes opted to 
hit the ice for practice on Wednesday.  

Following that practice, Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan Martinook 
and Martin Necas spoke to the media via Zoom. Here’s a full 
breakdown of everything they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Petr Mrazek being out and his confidence in Alex 
Nedeljkovic: We kind of knew from the other day that it was 
going to be a long-term kind of injury. It’s a big blow, 
obviously, especially this year, with the reliance on needing 
both goalies. So it’s a big blow.  

As far as our confidence in Ned, we’ve had him around for a 
while. I think I said it yesterday. We have tons of confidence 
in him. Obviously he doesn’t have a huge body of work in 

this league, but he’s certainly done it at the minor league 
level and he’s been around us for awhile. So he’s going to 
get his chance, and we’ll see how it works out.  

On if he’s talked to Mrazek: We talked a little before he went 
in and even before he was deciding on what his options 
were. I haven’t talked to him today or anything, we just got 
back from practice. It’s one of those things where now he’s 
just got to heal up. Hopefully it goes well there, and we get 
him back when we get him back.  

On practice today: We didn’t really go that long. We got a 
late start. But practicing today vs. not was definitely based on 
that I thought we just weren’t sharp yesterday. So it’s just 
trying to get back and just get the mental focus to doing it 
how we’ve got to do it. Hopefully that’s been accomplished. 

On if it gives a team more confidence to win from ahead or 
behind: You want to play with the lead, because that means 
you’re doing it right. You’re playing your game. There will be 
games where it doesn’t work that way, obviously, but I think 
at the end of the day, both ways build confidence in your 
team. If you can play from behind, that goes a long way, 
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because you’re going to have to do that at some point, and 
face adversity. Trusting your structure, trusting your system, 
that you can play with the lead and from behind. That’s 
really, I think when the top teams all do that. That’s what 
we’re striving to be. 

On Mrazek’s conditioning while he heals his hand: We don’t 
even know what he’s going to be really allowed to do yet. 
Hopefully when he gets the green light to bet back on the ice, 
he won’t be so far behind because he’ll have done other 
things to maintain that conditioning and whatever. So it’s 
hard to say, because I’ve seen a lot of guys with hand 
injuries where they don’t want them anywhere doing anything 
in case they fall and do something to have a setback on that. 
Hopefully he’ll get the green light to kind of train and then at 
some point he’ll get back on the ice and work all the edges. 
The muscles that get used when you skate are so much 
different than just dry land training.  

On practices this season: You kind of go day by day on it. 
Are you going to practice or not. It’s kind of a feel, and then 
you’re just judging the workload and managing that. So I 
almost view the practice as almost more in the video room, 
because you can do that every day, so that’s where we’re 
teaching, and a lot of times if we’re going to go on the ice, it’s 
just getting the touch ups and you’re not competing hard. 
There’s things you’re doing this year you wouldn’t do. You’re 
practicing way harder in a regular year, but now you have to 
manage the rest.  

On the Hurricanes funding a girls’ youth hockey program: I 
think it’s great. We’re a sport that attracts everybody. We 
have a lot of young women and older women that love the 
game of hockey. I think it’s great that we’re including them 
like this. I see it at the youth level all the time, coaching one 
of them with my little guy. Justin Williams’ daughter plays on 
our team, and she’s phenomenal. I think it’s just great. Any 
way that you can include people to enjoy our sport, I think it’s 
fabulous. 

Jordan Martinook 

On if the team prefers winning from ahead or behind: Just 
winning. I don’t think it matters how it happens, as long as 
you win. That’s all that matters. Honestly, it doesn’t matter 
how you get it done if you finish the game ahead of them, 
that’s all you really care about.  

On the confidence of playing from ahead vs. behind: If you’re 
playing ahead, you’re definitely going to be confident. If 
you’re playing from behind, you’ve got to take chances, you 
can just dictate more when you’re ahead. Obviously we want 
to score first. You want to make them come from behind, 
because then they’ve got to take the chances. Then 
hopefully you can capitalize if they push a little hard. 

On his conditioning last night: Conditioning was good, legs 
were good. I think just the speed, we hadn’t even had a team 
practice. I guess it was just kind of our little quarantine group 
that had been skating together, so just getting in that game 
mindset again, that took a little bit. I’m sure it’ll probably take 
a game or two just to get fully comfortable again and 
obviously, yeah, the time away wasn’t great, being by 
yourself wasn’t very fun. I might need a new phone, just 

because my phone was dying two or three times a day with 
face times, phone calls, texts, I was almost ready to throw 
my phone away, just because I was sick of hearing it ring, 
but it is what it is and I’m happy that’s behind us. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic: I think everybody’s confident with Ned 
and whoever we really put in there. I think if we play the way 
that we need to play, then hopefully the goalies don’t get a 
ton of chances on them. Obviously the guys did a great job 
the last few games. We kind of got away from it against 
Chicago, but we weren’t giving up many shots, but I think 
even looking back to last year when Ned came in, Ned 
played really well for us.  

If I’m really diving back into it, the Pittsburgh game, I think 
two games before we got shut down last year, Ned was 
unbelievable. I think we have a lot of confidence in him. And 
obviously [James Reimer], we’re confident in his ability. He’s 
made some incredible saves this year and just kept us in the 
games. So we’re confident with both guys. Obviously we 
want Petr back as quick as we can, but we want him to come 
back healthy and 100%.  

On if the goal is to make the goalie the forgotten man: I think 
the less chances you give up, the better chance you have to 
win. So I don’t know if we want to be the forgotten man. We 
want him to stay invested and stay into it. But if we’re not 
giving up many chances, then we’re not putting in tough 
positions, so I think the key is just to play good defensively. I 
think the thing about us is if you look at our game and say 
‘Oh, you guys played well defensively,’ the main focus would 
probably because we played in their end a lot. When we’re 
feeling it, when we’re playing our best, we’re in the O-Zone a 
lot, and then we’re not giving up much when it comes into 
our end. 

On Martin Necas: I think his confidence, you can just see it. 
His skating ability has always been there, but I think just the 
confidence to use it and obviously he showed last year that 
he can be a game breaker. As you grow in this league and 
the more you play, especially when they’re the skilled players 
that thrive in that position, you can just see the confidence 
take over. That’s been Marty this year. It’s been fun to watch. 
Him, [Vincent Trocheck] and [Nino Niederreiter], they’ve got 
it cooking pretty good right now. So it’s nice to see him take 
that next step. It’s fun to watch him. 

Martin Necas 

On if he’s talked to Petr Mrazek: I just talked to him 
yesterday after the game. He said he feels pretty good, so 
he’s thankful. He said he couldn’t even move [the thumb] for 
a little bit. I think it went pretty good. He told me he feels 
good.  

On the team taking leads: It always feels better when you 
win a close game. At least for me, you’re in the game until 
the last minute. For coaches, I would say it’s a little better 
when we win by more goals. It doesn’t matter how, but if we 
play our game, just like against Dallas the second game, we 
always come back and we just keep the pressure on them. 
We’ve had a few close games. It’s important to win those.

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 4, 2021 

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Chicago Blackhawks: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Canes will look to extend their win streak to six by 
winning their second game in Chicago in three days. 

By Zeke Lukow 

Carolina Hurricanes (5-1-0) at Chicago Blackhawks (3-4-3) 

2021 Regular Season Game 8 
Thursday, February 4, 2021 - 8:00 p.m. ET 
United Center — Chicago, Illinois 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Second City Hockey 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes are looking to extend their winning 
streak to six games against the Chicago Blackhawks tonight. 
The Canes look to build off an ugly win on Tuesday that had 
no one happy with the way that they played.  

Monday also marked the first time since the second day of 
the season that the Canes haven’t had a player on the 
COVID list with Jesper Fast being removed. Head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour will be looking for a better result from his 
squad than a shootout win that only saw one total goal in the 
shootout. The additions from the COVID list this week will 
hopefully settle in more and lead to a less sloppy and more 
crisp game.  

It will be interesting to see if Fast will slot into the lineup and 
how that will affect the players who will now have played in 
three different complete lineups in three games. 

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

Record 5-1-0 3-4-3 

Goals/Game 2.83 2.60 

Goals Against/Game 1.67 3.00 

Shots/Game 33.17 30.70 

Face Off Win % 49.9% 48.6% 

Power Play % (Rank) 26.9% (11th) 33.3% (6th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 91.3% (2nd) 78.4% (17th) 

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

ES Corsi For % 56.25% 49.36% 

ES PDO 97.28 98.57 

PIM/Game 08:30 07:36 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Kevin Lankinen 

Record 3-0-0 3-1-2 

Save % .918 .937 

GAA 1.99 1.97 

Goaltender 1  

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Malcolm Subban 

Record 0-0-0 0-1-1 

Save % N/A .889 

GAA N/A 3.95 

Goaltender 2  

Game Notes:  

 Andrei Svechnikov’s 105 career points and 49 goals 
leads the class of 2018. His next goal will mark his 
50th career goal. Svechnikov also ranks third 
among all forwards and first among wingers with 
17:54 in ice time per game. 

 One more Svech note, his 66.7% career shootout 
percentage is tied with any player with two or more 
attempts. 

 James Reimer had been the backup in the current 
tandem. Don’t worry, he’s been incredible lately, he 
is 16-2-2 in his last 20 starts.  

 After a win in their last game, the Canes have 
increased their all-time series lead over the 
Blackhawks with a record of 19-7-1-3 

 Patick Kane’s five goals account for over 17% of the 
Blackhawks’ total goals.
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Carolina Hurricanes launching youth girls hockey program 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) — The Carolina Hurricanes have 
announced the start of a new girls’ youth hockey program as 
part of the NHL’s Industry Growth Fund.  

According to the team, $215,000 will be invested into the 
program. Hurricanes Girls’ and Women’s Hockey Specialist 
Alyssa Gagliardi will head the program, set to begin in 
March. 

“Expanding access to youth hockey in North Carolina has 
always been important to our organization,” said Waddell. 
“Girls’ hockey in the area has been expanding rapidly in 
recent years, and we want to do everything we can to 
support that growth and retention.” 

The ‘Canes Girls Youth Hockey will be the next step for the 
team’s First Goal program, which will continue to serve as 
the starting point for youth hockey players in the Triangle.  

The program will further the on- and off-ice development of 
girls ages 6-12 who have previously played at the Learn to 
Play or Recreational levels. 

“Making the game of hockey inclusive for everyone has 
always been at the forefront of the Hurricanes organization. 
The opportunity to create a program for young girls at the 
introductory and recreational levels of hockey to play with 
peers and develop not only hockey skills but skills such as 
teamwork and self-confidence, is a game-changer for future 
generations,” said Gagliardi. 

Team officials say Gagliardi will lead high-energy, skill-based 
practices with off-ice training, weekly lectures and goal-
setting activities. 

“The goal of the Canes Girls Youth Hockey program is to 
provide an all-girls environment to continue to foster the love 
of the game, build friendships and help ensure young girls 
have female role models to look up to in the sport,” said 
Gagliardi.

  

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248973095.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article248988820.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks/c-321066750 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-february-4/c-321056652 

https://www.nhl.com/news/petr-mrazek-carolina-hurricanes-injury-update/c-321056018 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-nhl-chicago-blackhawks-petr-mrazek-e5f1c5c97bc04110a0fca0ab6e00e396 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-rod-brindamour-james-reimer-alex-nedeljkovic-89fce36f39aa59b093fff1725ddac854 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/3/22264353/about-last-night-skills-competition-lifts-carolina-hurricanes-to-win-top-of-central-division 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/3/22264839/carolina-hurricanes-petr-mrazek-thumb-surgery-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/3/22263710/central-division-weekly-roundup-the-carolina-hurricanes-rise-to-the-top 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/3/22265268/rod-brindamour-jordan-martinook-martin-necas-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/4/22265658/carolina-hurricanes-vs-chicago-blackhawks-game-preview-2-3-21 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/carolina-hurricanes-launching-girls-youth-hockey-program/ 
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Hurricanes investing $215,000 in growth of girls youth hockey 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are investing $215,000 in the growth of girls 
youth hockey, the team announced Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are making a sizable investment in a girls youth 
hockey program, announcing Wednesday that $215,000 would be spent 
as part of the NHL Industry Growth Fund. 

Alyssa Gagliardi, the Hurricanes’ Girls’ and Women’s Hockey Specialist, 
will direct the program, which begins in March. 

“I think it’s great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a media call 
Wednesday. “Let’s face it, we’re a sport that attracts everybody. We have 
a lot of young women and older women who love the game of hockey 
and I think it’s great we’re including them.” 

Brind’Amour noted that his youngest son, Brooks, plays on a youth 
hockey team with Jade Williams, the daughter of former Canes captain 
Justin Williams and said she was a “phenomenal” player. 

“Any way you can include people to enjoy our sport, I think it’s fabulous,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Don Waddell, president and general manager of the Hurricanes, said 
expanding access to youth hockey was a priority for the organization. 

“Girls’ hockey in the area has been expanding rapidly in recent years, 
and we want to do everything we can to support that growth and 
retention,” Waddell said in a statement. 

The team said Canes Girls Youth Hockey will be the next step for its First 
Goal program, a starting point for youth hockey players in the Triangle. 
The program will further the on- and off-ice development of girls ages 6-
12 who have previously played at the Learn to Play or Recreational 
levels. 

“Making the game of hockey inclusive for everyone has always been at 
the forefront of the Hurricanes organization,” Gagliardi said in a 
statement. “The opportunity to create a program for young girls at the 
introductory and recreational levels of hockey to play with peers and 
develop not only hockey skills, but skills such as teamwork and self-
confidence, is a game-changer for future generations. 

“The goal of the Canes Girls Youth Hockey program is to provide an all-
girls environment to continue to foster the love of the game, build 
friendships and help ensure young girls have female role models to look 
up to in the sport.” 
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Remember when the Carolina Hurricanes struggled to win games in 
shootouts? No longer. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Five observations from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-3 shootout win 
Tuesday over the Chicago Blackhawks: 

▪ There was a time, and not that long ago, when putting “Hurricanes” and 
“shootout” in the same sentence usually ended with “loss.” No longer. 
The Canes were 5-0 in shootouts last season and now have won the last 
two games in shootouts as Reimer stopped five of six shooters including 
Jamie Benn of Dallas and Patrick Kane of Chicago. 

Kane’s approach with the puck was so slow it appeared to be in freeze-
frames. Reimer waited out the Blackhawks star, then gloved the 
backhand shot. Big stop, another win. 

▪ Petr Mrazek announced on Instagram Tuesday that he planned to have 
surgery in Vail, Colorado, ending a few days of suspense. Video of 
Mrazek Saturday against Dallas revealed the thumb injury and Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday the goalie will out for a long time. 
Mrazek had the surgery Wednesday, the team announced, although it is 
not known how long he will be sidelined. 

The talk in training camp was with the NHL’s condensed 56-game 
schedule and a lot of back-to-backs, two good goalies would be a 
necessity, not a luxury. The Canes had Mrazek and Reimer. Now, it’s 
Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic. The goalie they call “Ned” is the “next man 
up,” one of Brind’Amour’s favorite expressions. 

▪ It was easy to second-guess Brind’Amour’s decision to put Andrei 
Svechnikov on Jordan Staal’s line Tuesday. With four players missing 
and on the NHL COVID-19 protocol list, Brind’Amour had the winger on 
Sebastian Aho’s line with Brock McGinn. With the players back Tuesday, 
it was on Staal’s line with Warren Foegele. 

Here’s why he’s the coach and everybody else second-guessers: the 
Staal line clicked for two first-period goals as Svechnikov and Foegele 
scored off Staal passes. Svechnikov did get some time with Aho late but 
the initial move was the right one. 

▪ And, yes, Svechnikov had the thought of another lacrosse shot flash 
through his mind in overtime. He had the puck behind the Chicago net 
and ... 

“I was going too fast,” he said on the postgame media call. “It was a good 
opportunity. The D wasn’t there and I tried it but I couldn’t put the puck on 
the stick that time. The ice was pretty bad, so maybe next time.” 

▪ The Canes and the Blackhawks were too loose with the puck, almost 
nonchalant, at times in overtime. Puck possession is everything in 3-on-3 
overtimes and the Canes weren’t as careful and strong with the puck as 
they need to be with victory and a point on the line. As Svechnikov said, 
“We’ve got to handle the puck more in overtime.” 

Brind’Amour’s strategy of starting Staal in the OT for the opening draw, 
then quickly being replaced by Aho, also backfired this time as Staal lost 
the faceoff to David Kampf. Vincent Trocheck won the next draw for the 
Canes and was 15-5 in the circle Tuesday. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 4, 2021 

 

HURRICANES AT BLACKHAWKS 

When: 8 p.m., Thursday 

WATCH: Fox Sports Carolinas 
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Blackhawks’ Dominik Kubalik trying to shoot through early-season goal 
drought 

Seemingly everything went in for Kubalik during his rookie season. He 
hasn’t gotten the same good luck so far his sophomore season. 

 

By Ben Pope Feb 3, 2021, 5:11pm CST 

 

Last season, Dominik Kubalik ranked fourth in the NHL with 23 five-on-
five goals. 

Through 11 games this season, though, Kubalik is stuck at zero. 

His overall goal total also has fallen off a cliff, going from 30 to two. Both 
of those tallies came on power plays in the same game, Jan. 19 at the 
Panthers. 

Failing to score in 10 of 11 games to start the season would have been 
hard to imagine for Kubalik a month ago. Now, it’s a reality. 

“I’m still trying to play my game, that’s for sure,” Kubalik said Tuesday. 
“Sometimes [it’s] working well, sometimes not, sometimes maybe you 
just need a little bounce, a little luck on your side. You just have to work 
or be lucky. That’s my mindset right now.” 

Kubalik’s frequent mentions of luck don’t indicate he’s trying to dodge 
responsibility; it’s the truth. 

Luck aided his explosive rookie season. His 19.3% shooting percentage 
ranked fourth in the league, and while Kubalik’s accurate, powerful shot 
contributed to his high efficiency, not even Connor McDavid (a career 
15.1% shooter) could maintain that pace. 

Now, the 25-year-old Czech wing’s luck has gone south. His overall 
shooting percentage is 5.9% — and it’s 0% at five-on-five. 

That drought hasn’t been caused by a lack of opportunities. Kubalik’s 
individual shot-attempt and scoring-chance rates have only slightly 
declined from 14.9 attempts and 9.5 chances per 60 minutes last season 
to 13.6 and 8.2, respectively, this year. His shots-on-goal rate has 
actually increased from 8.8 to 9.9 per 60. 

And on the power play, Kubalik has nearly doubled his per-60 rates in 
every metric, whether it be shot attempts (26.1 to 48.1), shots on goal 
(14.8 to 27.1) or scoring chances (12.6 to 21.1). 

But all of those numbers haven’t translated in the box scores. 

“You want to score as much as possible, right?” he said. “But on the 
other side, I have to do something different with the puck when the puck 
is not going in. 

“When you think about it too much, it’s always worse. I’m just going to 
keep going, keep shooting, keep getting around the net and I’m pretty 
sure things will turn around pretty quick.” 

One change he has noticed is opposing defenses paying more attention 
to him and checking him more tightly. Being a Calder Trophy finalist will 
have that effect. 

For now, he has sought to remodel himself as more of a playmaker. He’s 
tied with a team-high six assists, including two Tuesday against the 
Hurricanes. 

“Especially on the power play, if one guy’s going to be on me, we’re 
going to take a four-on-three and somebody else is going to be open,” he 
said. “That’s what you want. Maybe I’ll be open, maybe somebody else, 
just [need] to make it count.” 

And while the Hawks — given their lack of elite finishers — will need 
Kubalik to start finding the net eventually, their two other Swiss league 
products have picked up the slack. 

Pius Suter and Philipp Kurashev boast four goals each with 18.2% and 
28.6% shooting percentages, respectively. 

Plus, one hot streak — like Kubalik had in January 2020, when he scored 
10 goals in eight games — could push Kubalik back to his usual pace. 

“It’s a hard league to score in,” coach Jeremy Colliton said Wednesday. 
“He’s definitely had some chances, including a couple last night. He 
keeps getting them, but the challenge will be to create more puck 
possession, create more zone time for him and his linemates. There’s 
nothing to do but keep working.” 
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When it comes to overtime, Blackhawks are fit to be tied 

The Blackhawks are 0-4 in overtime games, and last year's 30-goal 
scorer Dominik Kubalik -- here rubbing out Carolina's Sebastian Aho in 
Tuesday's loss -- is getting very little ice time in the extra period. 

 

John Dietz 

 

In the real world, it normally pays to work overtime. 

In hockey, it doesn't always work that way -- and that's especially true of 
the Blackhawks this season as they've dropped all four games that were 
tied after regulation. 

"We've got to be better," coach Jeremy Colliton said after the Hawks lost 
3-2 in a shootout to Carolina Tuesday. "(Need to find) a way to create a 
little more." 

No doubt. 

The Hawks were tentative against Carolina and reluctant to force 
anything. On the one hand it's understandable, considering a blown 
opportunity normally results in an odd-man rush the other way. 

But there has to come a point where someone rolls the dice and attacks. 

"We have to have the puck more," Colliton said. "We have to protect it, 
change with it. We've done that. Our best OT was probably (the second 
game) against Nashville." 

That was indeed an impressive five minutes as Patrick Kane fired wide 
on a one-timer, Mattias Janmark hit a post, Kane just missed connecting 
with Duncan Keith, and Dylan Strome snapped off a high-quality shot 
from 20 feet away. 

One perplexing strategy decision has to do with the use of Dominik 
Kubalik. 

The 30-goal scorer of a year ago has been on the ice for 3:04 of a 
possible 14:47 in the Hawks' OT games. Against Carolina, he was given 
one shift that lasted 22 seconds. Meanwhile, Janmark got 95 seconds 
and Strome 85. 

Kubalik was then passed over for Strome in the third round of the 
shootout. 
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Look, there's little doubt Kubalik (2 goals in 11 games) isn't scoring at the 
rate he did last season, but he does have 6 assists and possesses 
perhaps the most wicked shot on the team after Kane. 

Nothing gets a goal scorer going more than a game-winner, so get him 
out there more often. 

If the Hawks had won these four games, this is how the Central Division 
would look (based on points percentage) through Tuesday: 

• Florida 4-1-1, .833 

• Carolina 5-1-1, .786 

• Tampa Bay 5-1-1, .786 

• Dallas 5-1-1, .786 

• Hawks 7-4-0, .636 

• Columbus 4-4-3, .500 

Instead, they look like this: 

• Florida 5-0-1, .917 

• Carolina 6-1-0, .857 

• Tampa Bay 5-1-1, .786 

• Dallas 5-1-1, .786 

• Columbus 4-4-3, .500 

• Hawks 3-4-4, .455 

"It's important points so we have to figure out something to end up on the 
right side of it," Janmark said. 

I'll leave you with one last thought. 

Typically, when the score is tied in the waning moments of a game pitting 
a Western Conference team against an Eastern Conference team, both 
sides ease up to guarantee a point. 

This season, all 56 games are against divisional opponents. My thinking 
is a team like the Hawks ought to be going all out for regulation victories 
down the stretch. 

We all know the odds of them making the playoffs are a stretch, but they 
increase a bit when you can hang a loss on teams like Florida or 
Columbus. 

Slap shot: Defenseman Madison Bowey was reassigned to the taxi 
squad from the Rockford IceHogs. Forward Michal Teply and 
defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk were reassigned to Rockford. 
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How Blackhawks are building a winning culture 

 

Hawks Insider 

 

The Blackhawks went into the 2020-21 season prioritizing the 
development of their younger players and were very clear about it after 
sending a letter to their fans in October. But that didn't mean they were 
deprioritizing winning hockey games. 

The Blackhawks were projected to finish near the bottom of the standings 
this season by many experts and their goal was to prove those critics 
wrong. 

"A lot of people are doubting us this year," Dylan Strome said before the 
season. "It would be nice to turn it around and kind of quiet some people 
up." 

Whether they truly believed they could is a different story, but the 
Blackhawks are doing just that in the early going. 

Since dropping three straight games in regulation by a combined score of 
15-5 to open the season, the Blackhawks have picked up at least a point 
in seven of eight games and did so again in a 4-3 shootout loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday at the United Center. 

The bad news is, the Blackhawks have four overtime/shootout losses 
over those last eight games and have left some valuable points on the 
table. The good news? They're not leaving empty-handed in a season 
that has only 56 games on the schedule. 

"It's frustrating," said Strome, who was happy with the point but 
disappointed the Blackhawks couldn't get the second. "Four overtime and 
shootout losses now, those are valuable points even at this point of the 
season with a short schedule. I feel like our record could be better than 
indicated, but we've got to find a way to come out on top. It was nice to 
get a point." 

Kevin Lankinen has been a big reason for the team's success, but the 
Blackhawks deserve credit for battling as a group. It would've been so 
easy to feel sorry for themselves after going into the season without Kirby 
Dach, Alex Nylander, Brent Seabrook and Jonathan Toews and then 
losing five more players because of COVID-19-related situations but they 
refuse to let those absences creep into their psyche. 

The Blackhawks trailed 2-0 and 3-2 against a Hurricanes team that's as 
good as any in the league at possessing the puck but they found a way 
to force overtime and come away with a point. That shouldn't go 
unnoticed. 

If the Blackhawks don't make the playoffs this season, that's fine. But 
building a culture centered around competing hard no matter who's out of 
the lineup and who the opponent is will turn them back into one down the 
road and that's what the Blackhawks are doing right now. 
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Columbus Blue Jackets fall flat in Laine debut, lose to Dallas Stars 6-3 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

It was not a storybook Columbus Blue Jackets debut for Patrik Laine. 

The Jackets fell behind by four goals before rallying to make the third 
period interesting, but it wasn't enough in a 6-3 loss to the Dallas Stars 
on Tuesday night at Nationwide Arena. 

Analysis: Four takeaways from Blue Jackets' 6-3 loss to Stars in Laine's 
debut 

Laine was scoreless in his first game for Columbus following his trade 
Jan. 23 with Jack Roslovic for Pierre-Luc Dubois. After a delay to obtain 
a U.S. work visa, recover from an upper-body injury and quarantine for 
two days upon his arrival, Laine was eager to get back on the ice. So 
were the goal-starved Blue Jackets. 

"This guy can score goals," Tortorella said earlier Tuesday. "So it's 
certainly a welcome addition to the team." 

Laine scored 140 goals in 306 games for Winnipeg, but he didn't have a 
major impact in his first game as a Jacket. He had two shots on goal. 
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Seth Jones, Mikhael Grigorenko and Dean Kukan had the Columbus 
goals. 

Laine started the game playing left wing on a line centered by Alexandre 
Texier. By late in the second period, he was skating with Roslovic. 

"It was tough at the beginning," Laine said. "My legs weren't quite there. 
My head was definitely not there. My hands were not there. And 
obviously it's a new system and new linemates. 

"But I'm not here to make excuses. I wasn't at the level I need to be for 
this team to be able to win. I think that's the same for everybody." 

Laine took one penalty, for high-sticking, and the Stars capitalized on that 
for a power-play goal. They spent a lot of Tuesday capitalizing. 

Dallas took a 1-0 lead less than four minutes into the game. Stars 
defenseman John Klingberg took a harmless-looking shot from inside the 
blue line, but Joe Pavelski tipped the puck past Korpisalo. 

The Blue Jackets (4-4-3) generated little offense in the first 20 minutes. 
They had trouble clearing their own zone and difficulty setting up in the 
Stars'. Tortorella juggled his defensive pairs entering the game, but it 
didn't have the desired effect. 

Jackets right wing Oliver Bjorkstrand was called for a 4-minute high-
sticking penalty when he tried to swat a puck out of the air but instead hit 
defenseman Joel Hanley with 4.6 seconds left in the period. 

Dallas scored early in the second period on the ensuing power play as 
Pavelski again tipped a shot from Klingberg by Korpisalo. 

Jones made it 2-1 on a wrister at 5:41 of the period with the Jackets on 
the power play for his first goal of the season. The one-goal deficit lasted 
only 17 seconds. Pavelski fed Jamie Benn after a rebound to make it 3-1. 
So much for any Blue Jackets' momentum. 

Dallas added two more goals in the second period to chase Korpisalo 
and take a 5-1 lead. 

"I just didn't want him beat up (mentally)," Tortorella said. "There was 
enough crazy things happening in front of him. He's played so very well. I 
just didn't want him scarred anymore." 

The Blue Jackets kept the third period from being a formality with the 
goals by Grigorenko and Kukan, the latter with 12:37 left. But the Jackets 
couldn't get any closer. Dallas ended an empty-net goal with 1:41 left by 
Alexander Radulov. 
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Michael Arace: An NHL city is as attractive as the roster (and the money) 
says it is 

 

Michael Arace 

 

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen did as well as he 
probably could in getting Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic in a trade for 
Pierre-Luc Dubois. The work only gets harder in coming years as Seth 
Jones, Laine and Zach Werenski hit free agency. 

Calgary Flames center Sam Bennett, the No. 4 overall pick in the 2014 
NHL draft, would like a change of scenery. Strangely, the team said 
Bennett has yet to make a trade request. Cue the calliope for the 
sideshow Flames are about to witness. 

Bennett doesn’t dislike the city of Calgary. But he’s not pulling big 
minutes with the Flames, he doesn’t look like a No. 4 overall pick and 
he’s a pending restricted free agent with arbitration rights. In other words, 
if he does want a trade, he's just trying to change his tax bracket. 

Our hockey writer, Brian Hedger, is working on a story about this trend of 
younger players asking for scenery changes. Stay tuned. A few days 
ago, a defenseman by the name of Victor Mete asked to be moved out of 
Montreal, a hockey mecca. 

This request came on the heels of a blockbuster swap of distressed 
assets: The Blue Jackets sent center Pierre-Luc Dubois (No. 3 overall 
pick, 2016) to the Winnipeg Jets for right winger Patrik Laine (No. 2 
overall, 2016) and center Jack Roslovic (No. 25 overall, 2015). 

The relative merits of the cities involved had nothing to do with anything. 

Last fall, contract negotiations between unrestricted free-agent 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo and the St. Louis Blues broke down, and 
Pietrangelo signed a free-agent contract with the Vegas Golden Knights. 
Pietrangelo, who captained the Blues to their first Stanley Cup title, in 
2019, loves St. Louis. What happened? He couldn’t reach an agreement 
at a price point he felt was fair, so off he went to the desert. 

Players have a short window to cash in on their talents and teams have 
to manage salary caps. Stuff happens, everywhere. Sometimes, you get 
a player like Artemi Panarin, who dreamed of playing in New York. Most 
of the time, though, what you get is Pietrangelo. 

Dubois’ case is different because he was a restricted free agent who 
agreed on a contract and quit. Clearly, he had issues with Jackets coach 
John Tortorella, issues that were substantial enough to compel Dubois to 
turn his back on an eight-year, $64 million offer. Instead, he signed for 
two years and quit on his team in two weeks. That is the Unforgivable Sin 
in all of this: Quitting on teammates to force a trade. 

Jackets fans can and will argue about whether general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen has a problem in dealing with restricted free agents; at times, 
these negotiations have gotten overly heated and, at other times, they’ve 
gone smoothly. The Dubois negotiations appear to have been relatively 
pain-free. 

Dubois' agent, Pat Brisson, can carp about the injustice of Tortorella 
using his radio show last month to say, “Yeah, he (Dubois) wants out. ... I 
think he needs to speak on (why).” 

Brisson last week issued a statement to TSN’s Darren Dreger. It read: 

“From Day 1 of camp, John Tortorella wanted to expose Pierre-Luc 
Dubois. This included going on the radio in the second week, which 
made it more difficult for the GM to do his job. Now, he continues to use 
different media platforms to justify his position.  

“I have not heard (Winnipeg coach) Paul Maurice once say anything 
about a trade request from both Laine and Roslovic. This could have 
been operation submarine, but, ah well, Torts wasn’t able to help 
himself.” 

Dubois’ former Jackets teammates said all the right things in their Zoom 
meetings with the media — and made their clearest statement on the ice. 
The day after Dubois was traded, they beat the mighty Tampa Bay 
Lightning 5-2 in Nationwide Arena. They thumped the defending Stanley 
Cup champions. Apparently, they liked the trade. 

More than a week later, Laine on Tuesday was preparing to suit up for 
his new team. (Roslovic, who didn’t have the visa or quarantine issues 
Laine faced, had already signed a new contract and drawn into the lineup 
with his hometown team.)  

It has been posited in this space, for more than a year now, that the next 
test of Kekalainen’s administration — which has been, on the whole, a 
highly effective one — is re-signing Seth Jones. Now, add Laine. And 
throw Zach Werenski in there, too. 

The Jackets lost a No. 1 center in Dubois. In the grand scheme of things, 
that shouldn't happen. Their return in trade is, to Kekalainen's credit, in 
the range of commensurate. 

If Kekalainen can, under difficult cap circumstances, retain Jones (due to 
become an unrestricted in 2022), Laine (restricted, with arbitration rights, 
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at the end of this season) and Werenski (RFA with arbitration rights in 
2022), Columbus is a more attractive destination. 

Ultimately, players just want a better chance to win, be it by the shores of 
the Bow River in Calgary, the St. Lawrence in Montreal or the Scioto in 
Columbus. 
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In order to stay afloat in top-heavy Central Division, the path for the 
Dallas Stars is clear 

 

By Matthew DeFranks5:54 PM on Feb 3, 2021 CST 

 

If the Central Division were any more top heavy right now, it would tip 
over. 

The Stars’ new division — which keeps Nashville and Chicago, and adds 
former Eastern Conference teams Florida, Tampa Bay, Carolina, 
Columbus and Detroit — is the most unbalanced in the league in the first 
month of the season, an odd situation for a team used to competing the 
sport’s most unpredictable division. 

Entering Wednesday, the Central Division boasted four of the league’s 
top six teams by points percentage. The gap between fourth place and 
fifth place by points percentage (.286 between Dallas/Tampa Bay at .786 
and Columbus at .500) is by far the biggest in the NHL as the current 
standings draw a stark line between the good and the bad. 

Even in a shortened season, it’s still very early to draw conclusions about 
the caliber of teams — even if Columbus and Chicago have already 
played a fifth of the season — and perhaps time allows the Central to 
balance itself out more properly. After all, the Stars are only one eighth 
into the season, which was when they were 2-7-1 last season before 
turning the campaign around. 

But the early-season returns suggest that banking points against the 
cellar-dwellers will be pivotal, especially since the Stars are only playing 
Central Division teams this season. 

The Stars have already shown this season they are capable of that. 

They took care of an annually underachieving but talented Nashville 
squad with a season-opening sweep. Despite a swath of injuries that 
decimated the lineup, the Stars handled the hapless Red Wings. And on 
Tuesday night, Dallas bullied its way through a normally stingy Columbus 
squad. 

The weekend in Carolina was different. The Hurricanes are a team that 
shoots relentlessly and relies on high-end skill both up front (Sebastian 
Aho and friends) and on the back end (Jaccob Slavin and Dougie 
Hamilton). They gave the Stars trouble, and coach Rick Bowness 
realized that his squad has to get used to playing their new rivals. 

“What we have to get accustomed to very quickly is we don’t know these 
teams very well,” Bowness said. “We don’t know Carolina. Well, now we 
do. We know how good a hockey club they are. We don’t know 
Columbus very well, but we know they’re a hard-working team. So we’ve 
got to learn to get a hate on for these teams right away.” 

Forward Jason Dickinson said: “It’s important to get that hate going, 
create those rivalries quick because we’re only playing these teams for 
the rest of the year. We have to be dialed in against them, and create 
that fire because a lot of these buildings don’t have fans. We’ve got to 
find a way to create the energy ourselves.” 

It is possible that the Panthers fall back to earth since only two of their 
five wins are in regulation. Maybe Petr Mrazek’s injury creates a dip in 

Carolina’s performance, or Tampa Bay’s depth wears down during a 
season without Nikita Kucherov. 

But Chicago and Detroit are openly rebuilding their franchises. Columbus 
and Nashville look like similar teams with mirrored problems: the lack of a 
No. 1 center complemented by woeful power plays and unproven 
goaltending. 

Winning in the NHL is hard, and almost every player, coach or general 
manager will tell you that. But in this year’s Central Division, the litmus 
tests may not come every night. 

Briefly: The Stars assigned forward Tanner Kero to the taxi squad 
Wednesday. It’s mostly a financial move that allows the team to pay him 
his AHL salary on the taxi squad instead of his NHL one on the active 
roster. The team can easily recall him before Thursday’s game in 
Columbus. 

-- Bowness said forward Joel Kiviranta (lower-body) would miss 
Thursday’s game against the Blue Jackets. Kiviranta has not played 
since opening night against Nashville on Jan. 22. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Doug Armstrong to lead Canada’s changing of the 
guard on and off the ice 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Feb 3, 2021  

 

There’s continuity at the top but plenty of change otherwise for Team 
Canada ahead of the 2022 Winter Olympics. 

With eight years between Games for NHL players, Canada’s 
management team will see a changing of the guard. 

But the man charged with putting it together has a strong tie-in to those 
Sidney Crosby teams that won Olympic gold in 2010, 2014 and a World 
Cup title in 2016. 

As we had speculated last month, Doug Armstrong will be leading the 
charge. He was officially named general manager of Canada’s men’s 
Olympic team on Wednesday. The St. Louis Blues’ GM was at the helm 
of Team Canada at the World Cup in 2016 and was part of Steve 
Yzerman’s management staff for the 2010 and 2014 Olympics. He also 
won the Stanley Cup with the Blues in 2019, so he’s been part of plenty 
of winning. 

“It made a lot of sense to bring Doug back with the experience he’s had,’’ 
said Hockey Canada CEO Tom Renney. “The experience he’s had with 
the Olympics and the World Cup, and his knowledge of players around 
the league, he’s undeniably the guy to lead this.’’ 

No GM has won more games in the NHL since Armstrong took over as 
GM of the Blues on July 1, 2010. 

But now for the first time, he gets the gold-or-bust assignment of 
Canada’s Olympic team. 

“Learning from Steve Yzerman, there may be one person that’s the focal 
point with the media but at the end of the day, it’s a group effort,” 
Armstrong said of the management team. “I was excited to be part of the 
last two (NHL) Olympics and the World Cup, but obviously it’s such a 
different animal now with the potential of youth being served and being 
part of something where you’re really building because we haven’t been 
there for eight years. 

“But honestly, any time you’re associated with Hockey Canada, it’s a 
great honour.’’ 

Armstrong’s management staff announced Wednesday will also include 
Oilers GM Ken Holland, Bruins GM Don Sweeney, Kraken GM Ron 
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Francis, Panthers executive Roberto Luongo and Hockey Canada senior 
vice-president of national teams Scott Salmond. 

Renney approached Armstrong about coming back as GM last summer 
but wanted to wait on an official announcement until it was clearer that 
NHL participation was indeed on deck for Beijing. 

Even now, it’s still not 100 percent despite being in the new NHL-NHLPA 
CBA extension. There remains the fact that the NHL and NHLPA have to 
negotiate an Olympic agreement with the IOC and IIHF. 

But the intention is to go. So Hockey Canada is preparing as such. 

Fact is, Armstrong and his management team started getting on calls 
together last summer before the NHL playoff tournament, then had calls 
after the first and second rounds of the playoffs and after the Stanley Cup 
final. So they’ve already got a working list of players to work off. 

Holland and Armstrong have a close relationship and the Oilers GM was 
also part of the Team Canada staff at the 2016 World Cup, so no 
surprise he’s back in the fold. 

Francis is an intriguing choice to be part of the group. Perhaps no one 
else is watching NHL games with more neutrality these days as he 
prepares for the Seattle expansion draft in July. 

“I find Ronnie is one of the most unsung, underrated superstars to ever 
play the game,” Armstrong said of Francis. “You look at his track record 
as a player and where he fits in the NHL as far as points, games played, 
success and that Carolina team that’s playing right now, Donnie Waddell 
and Tom Dundon have obviously done a great job, but they were playing 
with a lot of cards in their deck and I give Ronnie a lot of credit for that.’’ 

Armstrong’s Blues beat Sweeney’s Bruins in the 2019 Stanley Cup final 
and the mutual respect is evident. 

“He was a natural choice,” Armstrong said of Sweeney. “Boston was in 
the Stanley Cup final two years ago. At the pause last year they were the 
No.  1 team in the league, recognized by his peers as GM of the year, it 
felt like a natural addition to this staff with what he and the Bruins have 
accomplished.’’ 

Luongo is a fascinating addition, the three-time Olympian (2006, 2010 
and 2014) is working his way up the NHL management ladder but it’s his 
fresh perspective that caught Armstrong’s eye. This isn’t just about 
asking him for goalie advice. 

“I would say some of it is somewhat goalie-orientated but a lot of it is also 
understanding today’s players,” Armstrong said. “Roberto’s been at the 
last three Olympics we’ve been at. So I don’t want to just pigeon-hole him 
on the goalie aspect because I think he’s going to bring much more than 
that.’’ 

As I demonstrated Tuesday in picking my own 25-man roster for Team 
Canada, the roster choices won’t be easy for Armstrong and his staff. 

But in the cycle of Canada’s NHL star power, it’s also a natural time for a 
face list led by Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon. 

“If you look at the 1998 through 2006 Olympics, there was a changing of 
the guard after ’06,” Armstrong said. “Then probably 2018 would have 
been a changing of the guard to ’22. But you look at that core group that 
had been together since the (2005) world juniors, certainly, some of 
those guys are in consideration but there’s a whole different core group 
of players that haven’t played in these events… You’ve got some great, 
young players now that are going to make these decisions much 
different.’’ 

No doubt Crosby, Alex Pietrangelo and Carey Price will be back, but 
they’re really the only locks among that 2014 Olympic championship 
squad.  That’s not to say Shea Weber, Drew Doughty, Jonathan Toews, 
John Tavares and Patrice Bergeron won’t be back either, they’re 
definitely on the radar. But they’re being challenged now by a younger 
generation of Canadian talent. 

This isn’t about tweaking a juggernaut roster that has won the last three 
best-on-best events in men’s hockey, this is now a bigger task. Finding 
the new roster road map to continue that fabulous tradition. 

No pressure there. 
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The Athletic / Will NHL players really be at 2022 Olympics? The issues 
that must be solved 

 

By Scott Burnside Feb 3, 2021  

 

The ice went in at the National Indoor Stadium in the center of the 
Olympic Green in Beijing less than two weeks ago. 

The 18,000 seat facility will host the men’s Olympic hockey tournament in 
2022 and is just a five-minute ride from the Olympic Village in Beijing. 

The ice also went into the Wukesong Sports Center, a 9,000-seat venue 
that will host the women’s hockey tournament. It’s a little further afield, 
about 20 minutes from the Olympic Village. 

The facilities updates, courtesy of Olympic officials and the International 
Ice Hockey Federation, are a reminder that one year from now the 2022 
Winter Olympic Games begin in Beijing. 

In normal times one year is but a brief piece of time when considering all 
the elements that go into sending more than 150 NHL players across the 
globe for a three-week hockey tournament. In terms of our ongoing 
COVID-19 reality, a year is something else, something almost 
inconceivable to wrap your arms around. 

The challenge for all of the parties that would see the NHL return to the 
Olympic tournament after bowing out for the 2018 Games in South Korea 
is how to solve the myriad issues involved in preparing for the Beijing 
Games amid the vast unknown that still confronts us. 

We know that a return to the Olympics, starting with the 2022 Games, 
was enshrined in the collective bargaining agreement extension ratified in 
July. 

It was a significant concession on the part of the owners who, in large 
part, hate the Olympics and the cost that comes with it, including shutting 
down the league midseason. 

“I’m dead set against the Olympics,” one owner told The Athletic on the 
eve of the signing of the new CBA. 

Another source closely tied to multiple Olympic Games and NHL 
ownership admitted he understands the angst that many owners feel 
about the Olympics. 

The players who go to the Olympics get the experience of a lifetime 
playing on the world’s grandest stage. The rest of the players get a three-
week holiday. Fans get a chance to see Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, 
Patrik Laine and the rest of the game’s best players squaring off while 
representing their countries. The International Olympic Committee and 
the IIHF get marquee athletes performing center stage at one of the 
Winter Games’ marquee events. 

The owners? 

“They’re the only ones who don’t get anything,” the source said. “They’re 
the ones taking all the risks.” 

IIHF president Rene Fasel understands the owners’ reticence but also 
believes strongly that the Olympics and specifically the Beijing Olympics 
is critical for the game. 

“We want to try to make them understand that it’s necessary that we do 
this step,” Fasel told The Athletic. “This a great opportunity to reboot.” 

Olympic participation was included in the CBA, but does that guarantee 
we’ll see Alex Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby lining up across from each 
other in Beijing a year from now? 

The fact the NHL and NHL Players’ Association formalized a return to the 
Olympics means zero unless the two sides can square a number of 
significant details with the IOC. The IOC, led by president Thomas Bach, 
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balked over the years at paying for things like insurance, transportation 
and accommodation costs for families; and allowing Olympic footage to 
be used to market and promote the NHL game and its players. 

It was why, in large part, the NHL did not go to South Korea. 

Still, multiple sources familiar with the dynamic among the IOC, NHL and 
NHLPA expressed optimism that the IOC will at least replicate conditions 
met for the Sochi Games in 2014, by agreeing to cover costs for those 
critical issues. 

“That’s a given. That has to be there,” the longtime international hockey 
and NHL source said. 

As for a loosening of tightly held control over Images, video and the like 
for both the NHL and NHLPA: “I think Bach has to give more of that,” the 
source said. 

“They can’t have this controversy. If the players really want to go, Bach 
has to find a way.” 

Fasel, whose tenure as head of the IIHF will end in September, was 
instrumental in bringing the NHL into the Olympic tournament in the late 
1990s. At his first Winter Games in Calgary in 1988, he remembers the 
feeling of sadness while watching the competition at the Saddledome. 

“I felt really bad,” Fasel recalled. “Why are the best athletes not at the 
Olympics?” 

Now, Fasel hopes to once again oversee a new generation of NHL stars 
returning to play on the sport’s biggest stage. “It’s the platform we need 
to promote our game,” Fasel said. “Being in Asia in primetime, it will be a 
fantastic stage to actually present our sport to this part of the world.” 

In normal times the Olympic hockey tournament stakeholders would have 
gathered at the Olympic site to do an early facilities tour and to hammer 
out the aforementioned details. The pandemic has forced officials to try 
to get a sense of the progress in Beijing via video conference. And there 
has yet to be a deal finalized with the IOC on those critical details. 

“For sure we have some challenges,” Fasel said. 

NHL and NHLPA officials said it was too premature to discuss Beijing 
because of the lack of a final agreement with the IOC. 

But that doesn’t mean there isn’t dialogue. 

“We are now working on the different points,” Fasel said. “We are also 
working with the IOC on the different challenges.” 

With so much left to do and with the Games now one year out, Fasel 
admitted that time is of the essence. 

“Time is running very fast, you’re right,” Fasel said. 

Still, multiple sources expressed optimism that these details will be 
satisfactorily resolved for one simple reason: the IOC has no choice but 
to make a deal. 

The difference between an Olympic hockey tournament with NHL players 
and one without is beyond stark. The tournament in South Korea was an 
unappetizing stew of former NHLers, European pros and younger players 
not good enough to be playing in the NHL. The product was a poor 
imitation of what fans and sponsors have come to expect from the 
Olympics. 

“He (Bach) really, really wants it. He needs it to happen,” one IIHF source 
familiar with the discussions between the NHL, NHLPA and IOC said. 

“I think it’ll happen. It’s not a panic yet. But they’ve got to start talking 
about it soon.” 

The IOC already postponed the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo for a 
year and there have been reports, quickly refuted by the IOC, that the 
2021 Games might be cancelled because of COVID-19. As it stands 
now, Bach insisted the Tokyo Games are a go. As for the possibility that 
the Beijing Games could be affected by the pandemic, multiple sources 
believe that is not going to be an issue, although that, too, falls under the 
cloud of uncertainty. 

There is a joint working group that includes Beijing Olympic and IOC 
officials to establish COVID-19 countermeasures that could be 

implemented in Beijing pending the state of the virus a year from now. 
Much of the work vis a vis COVID-19 in Beijing will be based on what 
happens in Tokyo, according to a senior official with the Beijing Olympic 
organizing committee. 

One team executive wondered aloud whether the players’ position on 
returning to the Olympics has wavered. Fair question. The bubble 
playoffs were difficult for many players and their families. The current 
season with its stringent travel protocols and fluid schedule is no doubt 
taxing. But multiple player sources indicated the lure of the Olympics 
remains strong and players are very much committed to participating 
again. Plus there remains widespread hope that, as the COVID-19 
vaccine becomes more readily available by the end of the summer or 
early in the fall, life should return to the new normal. That would mean 
fans in NHL arenas for the start of what league and players hope is a 
standard 82-game regular season in 2021-22. 

What is without debate is that the pandemic has impacted the normal 
scheduling of Olympic-related events as they relate to NHL participation. 

The IIHF calendar was thrown into chaos. The men’s U18 world 
championships are expected to be moved from Michigan to Dallas. There 
is ongoing discussion about the women’s world championships 
scheduled for Nova Scotia in the spring. Unrest in Belarus has already 
seen the IIHF move one pool of competition for the 2021 men’s world 
championships, and the organization is trying to settle on a new location 
for that pool with Denmark and Slovakia being considered. 

There are also qualifying tournaments that will produce the final three 
participants in the 12-team men’s Olympic tournament draw that must be 
completed. As of now, they are still scheduled for August. 

Normally the IOC and IIHF require the 12 competing teams – the top 
eight teams in world rankings: Canada, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Czech 
Republic, U.S., Germany and Switzerland; the three qualifying nations; 
and the host, China – to send a list of potential roster members to the 
IOC and the World Anti-Doping Agency to begin the 
credentialing/security process in the fall leading up to the Olympics. 
Fasel is hopeful that timetable can still be followed with the long lists 
produced by end of September or early October. 

That would be followed by a final roster deadline of late December 2021 
or early January 2022. The expectation is that teams would follow the 
pattern established in Sochi with each team carrying a 25-man roster of 
three goaltenders, eight defensemen and 14 forwards. 

It’s unknown at this point whether the delayed start of the current 56-
game NHL schedule, which has already been disrupted by multiple 
COVID-19 outbreaks, would allow for the traditional gathering of Olympic 
hopefuls for an orientation camp in late. 

Those orientation camps have taken on different formats in previous 
years with restrictions on on-ice activity limited at times by insurance 
issues. Team Canada famously played ball hockey so coach Mike 
Babcock could explain some of the team’s systems to 45 Canadian 
players without running afoul of the on-ice restrictions in the lead-up to 
the Sochi Olympics. Still those bonding and informational gatherings held 
in most of the top hockey nations over the course of two or three days 
are considered important events en route to Olympic competition. 

Team USA hoped to gather its men’s and women’s Olympic hopefuls 
along with its sled hockey athletes in the summer of 2021 for team-
building exercises but that seems unlikely now. 

During a normal Olympic run-up most national federations would have 
formally identified management teams and deployed scouts to begin 
assessing the performances of players in the NHL, KHL and top 
European leagues in building up initial shadow rosters. Whatever 
scouting is going on right now, if any, is of a very low-key nature, 
according to multiple sources. 

Team Canada has made no formal announcement but The Athletic’s 
Pierre LeBrun reported that St. Louis GM Doug Armstrong, the GM of 
Canada’s gold medal entry in the 2016 World Cup of Hockey, will reprise 
his role. Armstrong and his staff are expected to be announced any day 
by Hockey Canada. 

“Team Canada’s doing quite a bit under the radar,” one international 
source said of early scouting of players. 
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Some nations, like Finland with former Dallas Stars star Jere Lehtinen, 
have a full-time men’s national team GM. 

Team USA will not announce its management team until the NHL 
announces that there is a deal in place with the IOC to attend the Beijing 
Games. 

On the ground in Beijing, one element that appears not to be of concern 
is the physical structures where the athletes will be housed and play the 
games. Unlike Sochi where the state of construction was a major 
concern until the eve of the 2014 Olympics, the infrastructure will be in 
place without issue. 

“They are ready,” Fasel said. 

Each sport governing body usually does a test event a year out to ensure 
that everything is as it should be. The IIHF is expected to use some local 
teams to provide that test operation in April. 

For hockey this process as less important than for other alpine sports, 
Fasel said, “there will be no issues.” 

There remains so much to do, so much unknown about a tournament 
that promises so much, a tournament that has always had something of 
the mystical about it, and now more so than ever. 

“It brings together the best players in the world competing in their prime 
in the middle of the season,” Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen said. 
“That is the best way to do it. Everybody’s playing their best hockey.” 

Kekalainen was the assistant GM for Team Finland in Sochi and for the 
2016 World Cup of Hockey. He will almost certainly be a part of the 
management team for 2022. But right now he imagines the future as a 
fan. 

“Those five rings, they have a special meaning to them. An Olympic gold 
medal is something every athlete dreams about,” Kekalainen added. 

A dream now a year away from becoming reality. 
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The Athletic /projecting the 2022 United States men’s Olympic hockey 
roster 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Feb 3, 2021  

 

The 2022 Winter Olympic Games are just a year away and to celebrate, 
we’re projecting what the rosters for the major teams might look like in 
Beijing.  

Team Canada men | Team Canada women | Team USA women | Team 
Sweden (Thursday) | Team Finland (Thursday) | Team Russia (Friday) 

I remember covering the 2010 United States Olympic men’s hockey team 
— that came within a Sidney Crosby overtime goal of winning a gold 
medal — and before the tournament wondering: How the hell are they 
going to fill out this roster? 

Ten years later, there has been a seismic change in the hockey 
landscape at the highest levels in the United States. Depth is no longer 
an issue for the U.S. 

We often joke Canada could enter two teams in these best-on-best 
tournaments and both would be gold-medal worthy. The U.S. is not so far 
behind that and it’s illustrated by the difficult decisions we’ve made with 
this lineup and the hard decisions that await whoever builds the 2022 
version of Team USA. There will be no shortage of heated debate about 
those tabbed to wear the red, white and blue and, of course, those 
whose names do not end up on the 25-man roster. 

In starting to narrow down our roster here, we hearkened back to that 
scrappy 2010 team built by Brian Burke and David Poile and coached by 
Ron Wilson and looked for clues as to how to build not just the most 

talented team but the team most likely to win gold. What was it that 
allowed that group to defy projections and push a superstar-laden 
Canadian team to overtime? 

Conversely, what was it that led a talented American roster to fall short of 
a medal in Sochi four years later and to flame out spectacularly in the 
2016 World Cup? You will hear over and over that this version of Team 
USA will be the most talented ever iced in a best-on-best tournament. 
Maybe. But we focused in this exercise on building not just the most 
talented American roster but a team that can overcome disappointment, 
obstacles and the unexpected en route to what would be the first 
American gold medal in men’s hockey since the Miracle on Ice in 1980. 

Let the shame-talking begin. Yes. No room on this roster for Johnny 
Gaudreau, Zach Parise or Paul Stastny. No room for 2019 first overall 
pick Jack Hughes. Sorry. 

This is as good a team down the middle as any Team USA has iced, 
starting with Auston Matthews and Jack Eichel. A little bit of everything 
from this group of centers including solid leadership, ability to play 
shutdown hockey and, of course, create offense. That meant excluding 
worthy pivots like Kevin Hayes and Hughes even though one former 
coach and executive we spoke to felt Hughes would continue to evolve 
and push his way onto the roster before the end of 2021. 

As for the wingers, there is so much to like from this group including the 
size and speed of Blake Wheeler, Jake Guentzel and Anders Lee and 
the offensive creativity of J.T. Miller and Kyle Connor. And of course, who 
will every team in the tournament love to hate from the word go? 
Matthew Tkachuk. 

We kept Stanley Cup champion and Olympic shootout hero T.J. Oshie 
(T.J. Sochi as he is known after his exploits in 2014) given his 
experience. If you wanted more speed on the right side, you could go 
with Bryan Rust and/or one of our favorite emerging players, Conor 
Garland. We love the natural connection between usual Winnipeg 
linemates Connor and Wheeler and we wanted Stanley Cup champion 
Blake Coleman on this roster for his versatility and his ability to play both 
ends of the ice. 

At one point, we had Gaudreau as one of our extra forwards in place of 
Max Pacioretty but the experts we spoke to felt Pacioretty needed to be 
on the roster and the fact that Gaudreau has struggled to produce in the 
playoffs we went with Pacioretty. Both the coach and former player we 
spoke to suggested two Brocks, Nelson and Boeser, and Columbus 
captain Nick Foligno should be considered. Another dark horse forward 
in the former player’s view is Alex Iafallo. 

There will be no more critical decisions for Team USA’s management 
team than the ones made on the blue line. 

The Beijing Games will be played on North American-sized ice so it will 
be critical to include not only those defenders who can skate fluidly and 
make good, quick decisions with the puck but who can defend vigorously. 
Team USA’s entry in the World Cup in 2016 is a good illustration of why 
you should never build a team with the notion of facing one particular 
opponent. But given Canada is in the same round-robin pool as the U.S., 
the ability to defend a physical, skilled team like Canada will be 
paramount. 

As in all things, the balance will be crucial. This group is split evenly right 
shot/left shot and does have a good mix of youthful zest and solid 
experience. Some may quibble with leaving a guy like Zach Werenski off 
the roster, especially given his familiarity with Seth Jones. Fair enough. 
But a number of NHL sources we spoke to felt Torey Krug needed to be 
on this team. 

Jeff Petry has established himself as one of the most effective 
defensemen in the game excelling in all situations and playing more often 
than not against opposing teams’ top talent. Jaccob Slavin, who is the 
motor that drives the talented Carolina blue line, must be on this roster. 
Charlie McAvoy has emerged from the shadows of Zdeno Chara to 
become the Bruins’ undisputed number one defender and he will be a 
key part of this blue line. 

So having to leave Werenski off the list of eight is difficult but a function 
of the breadth and depth of options that will be available. Others who 
were on the radar included young John Marino, who has been so 
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impressive in Pittsburgh, and the venerable Ryan Suter, who is a 
perennial participant in these best-on-best tournaments. 

Goaltending is probably the most clearly established position for Team 
USA. Connor Hellebuyck is the defending Vezina Trophy winner. He’s an 
elite netminder who has endured his own share of ups and downs en 
route to his current lofty status. 

John Gibson, playing behind a rebuilding Ducks team, won’t have the 
gaudy numbers that other top NHL netminders boast but he is 
recognized around the hockey world as an elite netminder and he will 
push Hellebuyck for the starter’s role in Beijing. 

Ben Bishop’s lingering health issues excuse him from our list but if the 
multiple time Vezina Trophy finalist went on a roll later this season or to 
start the 2021-22 season he could play his way into the picture. Two-time 
Stanley Cup winner Jonathan Quick is Hall of Fame worthy but past his 
prime so we went younger with Thatcher Demko, who was stellar in the 
bubble playoffs for Vancouver. 

We’ll admit one former NHL coach and executive with whom we shared 
our roster felt unequivocally Bishop should be on the team ahead of 
Demko. And one longtime netminder and analyst felt that the Kings’ Cal 
Petersen in Los Angeles might actually jump over Gibson by the time the 
Olympics roll around. — Scott Burnside 

Let’s start with the fourth line. I was chatting with Blackhawks director of 
amateur scouting Mark Kelley for another story on the way about Team 
USA and he suggested this one. We were debating the merits of Jack 
Hughes on the Olympic team and he said, if he were to do it, he’d throw 
him out there with the two Tkachuks. 

“No one will get near him,” Kelley said of Hughes. “It’ll be like he’s 
walking his two pit bulls.” 

To pull it off, we’re probably costing a guy like Jake Guentzel a deserving 
spot, but it’s fun. I like the idea of T.J. Oshie as an option for shootouts 
but just couldn’t squeeze him in. I’d also like to find a spot for Joe 
Pavelski, who is averaging like three goals per game this season, but am 
skewing younger because we’re a year out. This team is loaded. 

Quinn Hughes has gone from a guy knocking on the door to make the 
roster to the top pair over the last year. Just think of how good he’ll be a 
year from now. Zach Werenski could be penciled in to play in the place of 
Ryan Suter but it would be great to have Suter’s Olympic experience 
available in the top six. It’s also possible we’re suffering from some 
recency bias following Werenski’s slow start. Adam Fox, Neal Pionk and 
Matt Grzelcyk all have to be on a watch list this season. 

The debate in goal will be about who starts between Gibson and 
Hellebuyck but the most interesting slot might be No. 3. Chances are, 
that goalie isn’t playing, so I’m bringing the future of American 
goaltending — world junior gold medalist Spencer Knight — to get 
experience on the big stage and soak in the experience much like a 
young Jonathan Quick did in 2010. — Craig Custance 

Team USA is due in best-on-best hockey. 

They lost the bronze medal game at the Sochi Olympics in 2014. They 
were embarrassed at the 2016 World Cup. 

Now they’ve got a whole new generation of stars ready to bring USA 
Hockey back to gold-medal contention. 

The difficulty in this exercise of selecting the roster for the Beijing 
Olympics is proof of how things got to another level for USA Hockey over 
the past decade. 

It’s probably a crime to leave off T.J. Sochi but there’s plenty of time for 
me to change my mind before next year. Anders Lee, Jake Guentzel, 
Blake Coleman, Bryan Rust, Chris Kreider and James van Riemsdyk are 
among other names I passed over for now. It speaks to the elite U.S. 
depth. I’m probably one of the few who has young Brady Tkachuk on this 
roster this far out but, believe me, when we get closer to the final roster 
picks next December/January, he will have worked his way on to a lot of 
people’s lists. 

I may also be one of the few to select Kevin Hayes but I wanted the extra 
center on the roster and given the fact the tournament will be played on 
North American-sized ice, I like his big body as a factor. 

Four lefties and four righties, talk about balance in this defense group. I 
do worry I put too much offense on here but I’ve got my penalty-killing 
units in Slavin-Jones and McDonagh-Petry. Obviously, it’s tough to leave 
off a quality veteran like Suter and no doubt USA Hockey may not. Zach 
Werenski and Cam Fowler are other names to monitor over the year. But 
I really like the balance in those eight I put down. 

Not much to debate in goal as Hellebuyck-Gibson is pretty much locked 
in at this point as the 1-2 punch. Now, I went with youth as the No. 3 with 
Demko but obviously, a healthy Ben Bishop or a resurgent Jonathan 
Quick would force USA Hockey’s hand. — Pierre LeBrun 
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The Athletic / Projecting the 2022 United States women’s Olympic 
hockey roster 

 

By Erica Ayala Feb 3, 2021  

  

The 2022 Winter Olympic Games are just a year away and to celebrate, 
we’re projecting what the rosters for the major teams might look like in 
Beijing.  

Team Canada men | Team Canada women | Team USA men | Team 
Sweden (Thursday) | Team Finland (Thursday) | Team Russia (Friday) 

It’s been nearly three years since USA Hockey forward Jocelyne 
Lamoureux-Davidson unleashed her gold-medal winning shootout goal at 
the 2018 Winter Olympics. The “Oops I Did it Again“ move shook 
Canadian netminder Shannon Szabados right out of her pads and sent 
the United States back home with their first goal medal since 1998. 

Much has changed in the women’s hockey landscape since the national 
team was paraded around the United States media circuit. From “Ellen” 
to “The Tonight Show” to some players visiting the White House, we 
seemed on track to see the best leadup to the next Olympics ever.  

However, the U.S. women’s team hasn’t competed in an official 
tournament since the April 2019 women’s worlds in Finland and has had 
very few competitive games since. It’s been a rocky road that has been 
only further complicated by the pandemic. The last official roster we got 
from USA Hockey was ahead of the cancelled 2020 world 
championships.  

The 2022 Winter Olympics are officially one year away and soon we can 
expect USA Hockey to name a roster for the 2021 worlds and enter 
residency in the fall ahead of selecting the roster for the Beijing Games. 
Here is a look at all that has happened since the Pyeongchang Games 
and what we predict the final U.S. Olympic roster will look like.  

The rundown 

The Canadian Women’s Hockey League folded as Team USA traveled to 
Finland for the 2019 world championship — their last official tournament. 
New head coach Bob Corkum made some noticeable roster adjustments 
for that tournament, including bringing back the final cuts from the 2018 
Olympic roster: Alex Carpenter and Megan Bozek. Annie Pankowski and 
the return of 2014 Olympian Michelle Picard were other notable 
additions.  

As Team USA was competing on the ice, they were also paving a future 
for professional women’s sports off the ice. Players made a bold 
statement with the #ForTheGame movement, vowing not to play for an 
existing professional league in North America. That was a loud and clear 
message to then-NWHL commissioner Dani Rylan. The movement has 
since evolved into the Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association 
and the #DreamGap tour. 

Games were already sparse when the Swedish national team held its 
own boycott for better conditions. Unlike what unfolded after the U.S. 
held out of the 2017 worlds, Sweden and its players did not reach an 
agreement and the 4 Nations Cup was canceled.  
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In lieu of 4 Nations, USA Hockey and Hockey Canada held a joint 
training camp in Pennsylvania. Canada opted for a young roster for the 
training camp, while the U.S. went with the usual suspects. 

The next scheduled official tournament was the 2020 worlds. However, 
the pandemic shut that down and we haven’t seen USA Hockey in 
competition since. COVID-19 also greatly affected the PWHPA’s second 
year. Some players hit the ice last month in Tampa, but the organization 
has not yet been able to activate all of its five hub cities. 

The 2020 world championship roster was announced and likely gives us 
the best glimpse at what USA Hockey will roll with as we approach the 
one year mark from the 2022 Olympics. 

2020 world championship roster 

Brianna Decker 

Lee Stecklein 

Alex Cavallini 

Hannah Brandt 

Cayla Barnes 

Maddie Rooney 

Hayley Scamurra 

Megan Keller 

Aerin Frankel 

Hilary Knight 

Emily Matheson 

Kelly Pannek 

Megan Bozek 

Dani Cameranesi 

Kacey Bellamy 

Kendall Coyne-Schofield 

Savannah Harmon 

Amanda Kessel 

Jesse Compher 

Alex Carpenter 

Britta Curl 

Grace Zumwinkle 

Abby Roque 

Roster changes 

Notably missing from this roster compared to the 2018 Olympic team are 
Meghan Duggan, Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson, and Monique 
Lamoureux-Morando. Duggan has since retired and it is unclear if USA 
Hockey is moving on from the Lamoureux twins, who both returned to the 
team in November 2019 after each giving birth to their first child. Monique 
is currently pregnant with her second child. 

Defender Emily Matheson has announced she is expecting a baby boy in 
June 2021. Shelly Picard, who returned for the 2019 worlds, has also 
effectively retired and now serves as the deputy commissioner of the 
NWHL. 

In goal, it would appear Nicole Hensley is on the outside looking in. Katie 
Burt and Aerin Frankel might be the two netminders Corkum brings in to 
join Maddie Rooney and Alex Cavallini. Overall, Corkum has shown he 
isn’t afraid to mix in some new faces with those synonymous with USA 
Hockey, such as Hilary Knight, Kacey Bellamy and new captain Kendall 
Coyne Schofield.  

Annie Pankowski had a great world championship in 2019 but did not 
land on the 2020 roster. She was also missing from the 53-player roster 

tapped for an evaluation camp in October 2020, while younger players 
like Jincy Dunne, Natalie Snodgrass and Britta Curl were present.  

Corkum emphasized in October the importance of bringing in new 
players and facilitating internal competition. 

“We have a nice blend of youth and veteran talent here and the young 
players are certainly pushing the older players. And the older players 
aren’t ready to give it up,” Corkum said in a USA Hockey video recap.  

Predictions 

It is always difficult to make Olympic predictions, especially when USA 
Hockey hasn’t hit the ice in so long. I get the impression, though, that 
Corkum and USA Hockey are ready to shake things up. The roster for 
the 2021 worlds won’t be a complete youth movement, but it will feature 
some rising stars who have proven themselves in the 2019-20 Rivalry 
Series and in the NCAA. Here is my best guess at the 2022 Olympic 
Roster: 

The 2020 world championship roster is the best indicator we have right 
now and I think we’ll see that team begin to take form as the go-to roster. 
I came up with line pairings based on the 2018 Olympics, 2019 worlds, 
and the 2019-20 Rivalry Series.  

Alex Carpenter and Megan Bozek should make the next Olympics, 
though I’m more confident in Bozek than Carpenter.  

Both are extremely skilled and are two of the few players currently getting 
in competitive games overseas. That said, there are a lot of good, young 
forwards coming up in the USA Hockey system. Abby Roque and Jesse 
Compher, for example, showed they are ready to play with Olympians in 
the 2019-20 Rivalry Series. 

Roque, the 2020 Bob Allen USA Hockey Player of the Year, is an elite 
center and all signs point to her having a stellar international career. She 
scored two impressive goals in the Rivalry Series and injected some 
much-needed energy into USA Hockey coming off the lackluster 
performance at the 2019 November camp. 

Last year would have marked the second consecutive world 
championship for Boston University product Jesse Compher. An injury 
kept her away from the Rivalry Series, but expect her to be back in the 
rotation. She has a great combination of size and skill for a USA Hockey 
team that is equal parts fast and furious on the ice. 

Making the USA Hockey roster as a defender is tough, but ultimately, I 
think Matheson will need more time to return. I predict Savannah Harmon 
and Jincy Dunne will be the two vying for a spot this year, while 
Matheson will go for hers in 2022. I give the edge to the youth. 

In net, Cavallini and Rooney seem to be the mainstays for Corkum. 
Hensley attended the October evaluation camp, while Katie Burt did not. 
Frankel making the worlds roster indicates to me that she is being 
prepared for international competition. 

As a journalist very fond of the eye test, this exercise was difficult, but 
here is to hoping we get to see players hit the ice for the red, white, and 
blue sooner rather than later. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Power-play dominance just one aspect of Malhotra's early 
impact on Leafs 

 

Chris Johnston February 3, 2021, 11:53 PM 

 

It says something about Manny Malhotra’s career trajectory that he 
ended up at the top of Sheldon Keefe’s list. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs' search for a new assistant coach was 
unusually thorough last year, in part due to the extra time Keefe found 
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himself with during the pandemic and also because he was required to 
conduct all of the interviews in a virtual setting. 

That allowed him to consider a huge pool of candidates, including five or 
six former NHL head coaches and many more with experience running a 
bench at other levels of the sport. And yet it was the 40-year-old Malhotra 
that jumped to the front of the line. He’d spent three years as an eye-in-
the-sky assistant for the Vancouver Canucks after his playing days 
ended and Keefe saw a perfect opportunity to offer him a promotion. 

“I think Manny’s a terrific person for us just with where we’re at in terms 
of where we need to grow with our players individually, with our team, 
with our habits and our consistency and coming together as a group,” 
Keefe said after the hiring. 

Which brings us to another strong indicator about Malhotra’s growing 
aptitude for the job: The Maple Leafs boast the NHL’s most lethal power 
play at 43.3 per cent as the Canucks arrive at Scotiabank Arena for the 
start of a three-game set Thursday. 

This has been his baby since coming to Toronto and maybe not the most 
seamless fit given that Malhotra made his name as a responsible 
checking centre -- something documented nicely in this profile by 
Sportsnet’s David Singh in August. 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Simmonds happy with Maple Leafs power play success against Flames 

His 991-game NHL career included just 12 power-play goals. 

With two balanced units and a rethought attack that includes more chaos 
in front of the net, the Leafs have piled home 13 power-play goals in the 
first 10 games of the season under his watch. That’s a scorching start 
with no exhibition play to fine-tune things and only a short training camp, 
which included a presentation from Malhotra about league-wide power-
play trends and a detailed explanation about how he envisioned 
Toronto’s offensively-minded lineup finding more success with the man-
advantage. 

One of his strongest coaching attributes is the ability to zero in on exactly 
what he wants to see executed. He understands the demands of the 
game and what the players are going through, and seems to have a 
knack for connecting dots between the two. 

“He’s very precise. He gives you the gameplan and what you want to do,” 
said Wayne Simmonds. “He’s detail-oriented.” 

“It’s been great to have him,” said Mitch Marner. “Another guy you can 
talk to on the bench and just ask him what his thoughts are on some 
plays.” 

Added Jake Muzzin: “You know he’s a nice voice just to talk to. He 
knows a lot about the game, he played a lot, been in a lot of situations, a 
lot of experience, so he’s been a great help to us.” 

With the Canucks in town, he’ll also be called on to provide some inside 
knowledge. Vancouver is the opponent assigned to Malhotra -- the Leafs 
have a staffer dedicated to each of the six teams they’ll face this season -
- and it should be a comfortable assignment after the time spent working 
on Travis Green’s staff right up until their Game 7 loss to Vegas in the 
Edmonton bubble last September. 

Coaching found Malhotra as much as he found it, starting first as a non-
travelling development coach in Vancouver when he ran out of places to 
play in 2016. After being promoted to an assistant the following year he 
spent a lot of time working with the Canucks centres, most notably Bo 
Horvat, focusing on extra faceoff work and other details unique to the 
position. 

Remaining Time -1:53 

Hellebuyck praises Maple Leafs powerplay after Jets loss 

He also oversaw the pre-scout of opponents and served as another set 
of eyes for Green watching games from up high. But there was no clear 
path to expanding his duties beyond that with veterans Nolan 
Baumgartner and Newell Brown ahead of him on the staff. 

Malhotra hadn’t pursued prior opportunities presented by other NHL 
teams, but wanted to go through the process with the Leafs when they 

asked the Canucks for permission to speak with him. The native of 
Mississauga, Ont., had played against Keefe going back to when they 
were kids but the two men didn’t know each other personally. 

He quickly became Keefe’s top choice to replace the departed Paul 
McFarland. 

Beyond the instant success the Leafs have found on the power play 
since his hiring, Keefe appreciates how well Malhotra connects with the 
players. He’s often seen giving faceoff pointers at the end of morning 
skates. And after Tuesday’s practice he appeared to offer Mikko 
Lehtonen some encouraging words not long after the defenceman had a 
long discussion with Keefe. 

It’s early days yet, but his impact is already being felt on a staff that also 
includes veterans Dave Hakstol and Paul MacLean. 

“The power play’s the big one. Aside from that, just the way he interacts 
with the players,” said Keefe, when asked about Malhotra’s contributions. 
“His experience as a player and what he can bring to the coaching staff 
and that perspective [is beneficial]. 

“Coming from Vancouver where he was a part of a young developing 
team that found its way to playoff success last season, all of these things 
have really helped our crew greatly as a coaching staff.” 

Credit the Canucks for a primary assist. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NWHL suspends season due to COVID, remains hopeful 
to complete it 

 

Marisa Ingemi February 3, 2021, 9:05 PM 

 

Suspending a season due to a COVID outbreak across several teams, 
right before going on national television, is tough to value as a net gain. 

The National Women’s Hockey League held a presser on Wednesday 
evening to address the decision to suspend its season on the eve of what 
would have been the semifinals. Citing league awareness and online 
viewership they sounded optimistic and hopeful about raising the Isobel 
Cup at some point in season six. 

Commissioner Ty Tumminia even drew something positive from it. 

“I actually see it as a success,” she said. “I was 12 hours away from 
history. It’s really just frustrating and breaks my heart. But overall I really 
truly believe that this is successful. We saw a lot of hard work and grit, 
I’m very proud of where we got to this point.” 

    The NWHL and the Olympic Regional Development Authority (ORDA) 
have agreed, due to new positive COVID-19 tests and the resulting 
safety concerns for the players, their respective staff & the community 
that the remainder of the 2021 NWHL Season in Lake Placid have been 
suspended. 

    — NWHL (@NWHL) February 3, 2021 

The entire season in Lake Placid, which was supposed to reach 
completion on Friday with an Isobel Cup being raised on network 
television, has been clouded from the get-go in controversy. 

The COVID issue didn’t fully arise until the Metropolitan Riveters dropped 
out last week. Today, Tumminia mentioned 10 players tested positive, a 
number that hadn’t been public before, and how they had eclipsed an 
internal threshold. 

She remained clear the Connecticut Whale made its own choice to drop 
out, which they did moments before their scheduled game with 
Minnesota on Monday. 

    A statement from the Connecticut Whale. pic.twitter.com/fAecasUP2S 
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    — Connecticut Whale (@CTWhale_NWHL) February 3, 2021 

The term “bubble,” which the league originally branded for its season in 
Lake Placid, was swiftly dropped in favour of “restricted access zone,” a 
term that hadn’t previously been publicly used in any release or 
marketing. 

It was another chapter in missed and mixed communication across 
teams, players and the league that has plagued it throughout the now 
less-than-two-week season. 

“We didn’t raise the Cup,” said Tumminia. “I also will say it doesn’t mean 
we’re not going to raise the Cup for season six. In this moment today we 
will not be raising the Cup tomorrow. The fact that we didn’t get these 
athletes on their deserved platform on NBC, that’s the most 
heartbreaking part.” 

Connecticut received more positive tests later this week, according to 
league sources, and Boston received six, including head coach Paul 
Mara and four players, along with a staff member. 

Tumminia said the league wouldn’t reveal the names of those who tested 
positive or numbers of just how many, citing HIPAA laws, and also an 
internal league decision from when the season began. 

According to Tumminia, as of 9:30 p.m. Tuesday night, things took a turn 
“not trending in the right direction.” 

Toronto had been set to face Buffalo and Boston to face Minnesota in the 
semifinals. 

“We felt 100 per cent safe and all we wanted to do was play the game,” 
Toronto head coach Digit Murphy said on the call. 

The oft-confusing taxi squad, something Minnesota, Buffalo and 
Connecticut chose to use, wasn’t totally clarified either when Tumminia 
was asked if that interference with the bubble created a safety hazard. 

She said they mirrored it after what other leagues have used. 

“These athletes have been practicing with their clubs the entire pre-
season,” said NWHLPA president Anya Packer. “Many of them were taxi 
squad players, they were going through our process and regularly testing 
throughout the season, so we’re still following these protocols.” 

Whether or not the Isobel Cup ever gets played for season six, there was 
some sort of a breakdown in communication. Now several players and 
personnel across at least four teams are dealing with the consequences 
of it, without much clarity from the league of what happened to puncture 
its bubble — or access zone — in the first place. 

Players were required to test 72 hours before traveling upstate and then 
again upon arrival. All had tested negative at the start, or they wouldn’t 
have been there. 

For now, Packer said the league is undergoing ”extensive” contact 
tracing. 

The league is publicly holding out hope there’s some sort of a completion 
to its season, though Tumminia acknowledged she didn’t know what that 
might look like. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Team Canada ready to turn to new generation of players 
for 2022 Olympics 

 

Chris Johnston February 3, 2021, 4:30 PM 

 

The list of elite players who have never had the chance to pull on a Team 
Canada sweater in a best-on-best tournament is long. 

Impressively long. 

Off the top of my head: You’ve got Connor McDavid, Nathan MacKinnon, 
Mark Stone, Mitch Marner, Brayden Point, Mathew Barzal, Sean 
Couturier, Cale Makar, Shea Theodore, Dougie Hamilton, Thomas 
Chabot and Carter Hart. 

Ten months from now when Doug Armstrong and his management staff 
are finalizing invites to the Beijing Olympics that group may also include 
Nick Suzuki and Bowen Byram, both currently forging a strong name for 
themselves early in their NHL careers. 

There are bound to be others, too, who break through and get on the 
radar for a team they’ve dreamed of joining since before the Golden 
Goal. The message to them all is pretty clear right now: Dare to dream. 

The next Team Canada will not be your father’s Team Canada. 

“Youth will be served on this team, for sure,” Armstrong said Wednesday 
after being named GM. 

Whatever loyalties usually exist from one Olympic cycle to the next have 
been disrupted by the NHL’s decision not to participate in the 2018 
Games. The page has been turned. In fact, Sidney Crosby is probably 
the only member of the 2010 and 2014 gold-medal winning teams who 
can 100 per cent count on a return trip in 2022. 

Carey Price and Alex Pietrangelo were both in Sochi and merit strong 
consideration. Jonathan Toews, Patrice Bergeron, John Tavares, Shea 
Weber and Drew Doughty could factor in as well. 

But Armstrong’s vision a year out from the Beijing Olympics calls for 
young legs and sharp minds. Prior experience is not a prerequisite. 

“We want to be fast, we want to use our skill and we want to use our 
depth to our advantage,” he said. “The NHL is a quick league right now 
and I think that we have the players that can play the 200-foot game. But 
we do want to be a fast and difficult team to play against.” 

This marks a changing of the guard on a number of levels. 

Armstrong replaces Steve Yzerman as the primary architect of Team 
Canada’s men’s Olympic team and he’ll be hiring a new head coach after 
Mike Babcock handled those duties at the last two Games plus the 2016 
World Cup of Hockey. 

(The coaching staff isn’t expected to be finalized until sometime after the 
Stanley Cup is awarded in July). 

The management staff includes veteran Ken Holland but includes 
newcomers in Don Sweeney, Ron Francis and Roberto Luongo, who was 
a playing member of the last three Olympic squads. 
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How Luongo’s Olympic experience will help him select goaltenders 

“It's hard to describe the level of excitement that I had when I got the 
call,” said Luongo, who retired in 2019. “Quite honestly, I was shocked, I 
was floored, I wasn't expecting it. I thought I was just getting a call maybe 
to scout some peewee tournament but then I realized that it was for 
Team Canada Olympics in 2022.” 

Collectively, they’ll bring a fresh vision to what this team can be. No 
country in the world produces more hockey players than Canada and no 
other management group has the embarrassment of riches to select 
from. 

While the Sochi Games were won with a ruthless defensive performance 
on the larger international ice surface, the pendulum appears set to 
swing back towards a skill game with Beijing being contested on NHL-
sized rink by players like McDavid, MacKinnon and American Auston 
Matthews -- each of whom helped turn the 2016 World Cup on its head 
as members of the 23-and-under Team North America. 

“I think that the World Cup showed the excitement and the flair that that 
Young Guns team put on the ice,” said Armstrong. “That would have 
usually been, in normal circumstances, the first step for some of those 
guys to get integrated into Hockey Canada. … 

“This group that we’re going to assemble is probably going to have a lot 
of faces that have never worn the Canadian jersey at this level of 
competition.” 
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That means Hockey Canada is waving goodbye to the golden generation 
that helped dominate the last three best-on-best men’s tournaments, plus 
a couple IIHF World Hockey Championships and other events. 
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Armstrong explains his strategy for selecting Team Canada’s head coach 

It included Crosby, Toews, Bergeron, Ryan Getzlaf, Doughty, Weber and 
Duncan Keith. The core of that group started to take shape during the 
2005 world junior tournament with what was widely considered Canada’s 
best-ever entry at that event. 

“I would say the game has certainly evolved over the last few years,” said 
Armstrong. “I think one of the things, when you look at the 2010, 2014 
and 2016 World Cup team was it was based around a group of players 
that played in North Dakota [in 2005], that really grabbed the flag and 
charged up the hill for a number of years for Canada. 

“In 2018 [if the NHL had gone to the Olympics], there was probably going 
to be some turnover; obviously from 2014 to 2022 there’s going to be a 
larger amount of turnover.” 

And so we’ve started looking ahead towards the new generation of 
Canadian hockey now. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Gaudreau shows added layers in his game during 
early turnaround 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Asked about the remarkable return to form of Johnny Gaudreau, Andrew 
Mangiapane couldn’t resist taking a dig at the man sitting next to him. 

“He’s a little guy but he’s pretty good,” smiled the pint-sized Mangiapane, 
who’d been labeled “The Little Man” seconds earlier by Gaudreau. 

“Every time he gets the puck he’s making things happen.” 

As he proceeded to discuss Gaudreau’s contributions, Gaudreau turned 
to start circling his two index fingers, urging his teammate to go on, and 
on, and on. 

A chuckling Mangiapane resisted, but the list of things Gaudreau has 
layered into his game this season is indeed lengthy. 

Owner of the league’s longest active point streak, the 27-year-old’s nine-
game spree is the fourth-longest in Flames history to start a season, just 
two games behind Bob MacMillan’s record. 

Hardly shocking for a lad who posted 99 points two seasons earlier. 

However, it’s how he’s gone about becoming so prolific again that is so 
impressive. 

In Tuesday night’s 3-2 loss to Winnipeg, Gaudreau extended his streak 
with a move torn from the pages of men 70 pounds heavier. A split-
second after Matthew Tkachuk was stopped on a breakaway attempt, 
Gaudreau fought off Josh Morrissey to crash the crease for a rebound he 
rang off the crossbar as he fell into goalie Laurent Brossoit. Tkachuk 
promptly shoveled in the loose puck. 

Mucking it up in the paint is not exactly the way the 5-foot-9, 165-pound 
playmaker has gone about becoming a point-per-game threat over eight 
NHL seasons. 

He’s done it with soft hands and a creativity that makes him one of the 
game’s most exciting players to watch when he’s engaged and 
controlling the play. 

Following a tough year that was punctuated by another sub-par playoff, 
Gaudreau arrived in camp this winter with a noticeable focus on returning 
to the form that made him a Hart Trophy candidate in 2019. 

An increased dedication to defence, and a brimming confidence on a 
power play unit that scored in the team’s first seven games, have 
catapulted him back into a zone in which he’s comfortable enough to 
show rare glimpses of personality while at the podium. 
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Gaudreau roofs puck top shelf for powerplay goal vs. Canadiens 

It’s all part of a vibe the recently-engaged winger carried into the room 
following an off-season of speculation and introspection. 

“When you have a stretch of time it’s not going the way you want, 
successful people dig in and find the reasons why,” said Flames coach 
Geoff Ward, who saw his star player’s point total dip by 41 points last 
year. “The great players work on their weaknesses. Johnny certainly did 
that. He’s having fun and smiling coming to the rink. The biggest thing for 
him is his attention to the defensive details. It’s much improved and 
allowed him to play with the puck more. 

"Obviously the power play has been productive for us early, and he’s the 
main guy on the power play. Both those things have given him a lot of 
confidence and given him a lot more puck touches, and as a result when 
he has time and space with the puck he usually does good things with it. 
It’s been a great start for him.” 

Not known for being speedy out of the blocks, Gaudreau’s sixth goal of 
the season came in Game 8. 

Last year it took 30 games, whereas the previous year it took 13 games 
as part of his career-high 36-goal campaign. 

His 11 points have him miles behind league leaders like Connor McDavid 
(24) and Leon Draisaitl (22), but his streak is one game longer than both 
Oilers stars. 

His shooting percentage (27.3 per cent) is second only to Joe Pavelski 
among scoring leaders, and he’s just two assists away from becoming 
the tenth Flame to record 300 helpers with the organization. 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Ward blames frustrating second period in Flames' loss to Jets 

Of all the impressive stats Gaudreau has pieced together of late, the one 
he went out of his way to point out recently was his defensive diligence 
five-on-five alongside his perennial linemate and pal, Sean Monahan. 

“Me and Monny are playing really good in our defensive zone, playing 
smart,” the former Lady Byng winner said. “I don’t think we’ve been out 
on the ice for a five-on-five goal against, so we feel really comfortable 
with that and we’re getting our chances offensively.” 

In fact, the duo had only been scored on once until it happened again 
Tuesday. 

But twice in nine games is miles ahead of the pace they were on last 
year when Gaudreau was on the ice for 42 five-on-five goals against in 
70 outings. 

Some of that defensive improvement has to do with the better line 
matchups Gaudreau and Monahan have had since Elias Lindholm 
moved to centre to form the team’s 1A line with Dillon Dube and 
Tkachuk. 

However, that move left them without a right-wing fixture, meaning their 
success this year has come despite a rotating cast of hopefuls. 

“Me and Monny feel really good together and we feel we have more we 
can push together and create things for our line, whoever is playing with 
us,” said Gaudreau, whose disgustingly deft shootout winner on Monday 
night demonstrated the type of nerve and poise he’s playing with. 

“I still feel like I have a little more in the tank and can push harder.” 

If so, you can bet Mangiapane and the rest of the hockey world will have 
plenty more to say about the rebound of no. 13. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks quarter-mark report: Can top players rebound 
after tough start? 

Canucks searching for answers after back-to-back losses to Canadiens 

Dan Murphy and Satiar Shah examine why the Vancouver Canucks had 
so much difficulty against the Montreal Canadiens. 

 

Iain MacIntyre tFebruary 3, 2021, 4:45 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – The first quarter of any sprint is the slowest, and yet it 
usually determines the race winner. 

Unless you’re Usain Bolt, there simply isn’t time to make up a significant 
deficit when everyone ahead of you is running full-out for the finish line. A 
step behind, maybe. Three steps, and you’re only hope are hurdles 
ahead. Or banana peels. 

In the NHL, you never know when hurdles will appear but the Vancouver 
Canucks are at least a step behind as they hit the one-quarter mark of 
their 56-game sprint. Yes, when the Canucks open a three-game series 
Thursday in Toronto against the Maple Leafs, their pandemic-shortened 
regular season will already by one-quarter over. 

They are 6-7-0 heading to Game 14, facing a mini-crisis for the second 
time in three weeks after losing another two games to the Montreal 
Canadiens, who are 4-0-1 against the Canucks this season. 

The problem with Vancouver is not only its results but its spectacularly 
uneven performances. 

Their best game of the season, a 4-1 win in Winnipeg on Saturday 
(really, just five days ago?), was followed by one of their worst when the 
Canucks lost 6-2 in Montreal on Monday. The Canadiens’ 5-3 win 
Tuesday actually represented a moral victory for the Canucks, who have 
surrendered 28 goals in five games against Montreal and are fourth-
worst in the NHL with 3.69 goals-against per game. 

But no one picked the Canucks to win the Jennings Trophy, and their 
biggest problem has been a poor start for Vancouver’s first line, 
especially J.T. Miller and Elias Pettersson, which has contributed to the 
team's systems failures. 

To be fair to the Canucks, their NHL lane assignment on the outside of 
the track has not helped their start. The Canucks had to play a league-
leading 13 games in the first 21 nights of the season, including four sets 
of back-to-backs, while trying to incorporate key newcomers on defence 
and in goal. Nearly half the league hasn’t yet hit 10 games. 

With 42 games remaining after Thursday – about equivalent to the 
second half of a "normal" season – the finish line is already in sight for 
the Canucks. They need to get moving or hope for some banana peels 
ahead in other lanes. 

Home of the Canucks 

Stream every Vancouver Canucks game this season with Sportsnet 
NOW. Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

TOP SIX FORWARDS: C 

The Canucks are 11th in the NHL at 3.38 goals per game, so they’re 
getting enough offence to win. But the underperformance of Pettersson 
and Miller to this point – third member of the Lotto Line, Brock Boeser, 
has been the most consistent and productive – is troubling. One of the 
most potent combinations in hockey last season, Pettersson and Miller 
have been bullied at even strength. 

Pettersson led the Canucks last season with a shots-for percentage of 
54.3 and his goals-for share was 63.3 per cent. His Corsi through 13 

games this year is 42.7, and Miller’s five-on-five shot share of 38.1 per 
cent is last on the Canucks and ranks 343rd of 351 NHL forwards who 
have played at least six games. That said, Miller still has 11 points in 10 
games, aided by six power-play assists. But if Vancouver’s best players 
continue to get outplayed at even strength, the Canucks have little 
chance to make the playoffs. 

The reason this group doesn’t get a failing grade is the solid, B-level start 
of the second line: Bo Horvat between Tanner Pearson and rookie Nils 
Hoglander. Despite difficult matchups, the players are all above 50 per 
cent in shots-for and have combined to contribute roughly one goal per 
game. Hoglander has easily been the most positive story of the Canucks’ 
start, seizing an NHL roster spot a couple of weeks past his 20th birthday 
and using his speed and engagement to be one of the team’s most 
consistent forwards. 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Green thinks Canucks moving in right direction after loss to Canadiens 

BOTTOM SIX FORWARDS: B 

Not all the surprises in the Canucks’ wobbly start have been bad. The 
bottom-six group of forwards was expected to be the team’s weak spot, 
dead weight to be carried by the stars playing ahead of them. But speedy 
checker Tyler Motte has five goals and third-liner Brandon Sutter four, 
outscoring Pettersson (four) and Miller (two). 

Almost across the board, the depth forwards have held their own 
territorially against the opposition, and Motte and fourth-line centre Jay 
Beagle, especially, have spiked their shot-share from last season. 
Antoine Roussel, being counted on for a bounce-back season after his 
2019-20 campaign was undermined by a serious knee injury the year 
before, has started slowly with only one goal and a Corsi of 41.9 per 
cent. But Jake Virtanen is the only bottom-six forward who has truly 
disappointed so far. 

Hoglander seized the top-six opening on right wing ahead of Virtanen, 
who is stuck on one goal for the season after scoring 18 last year and is 
currently on his second stint as a healthy scratch. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

DEFENCE: C 

It’s difficult to fairly gauge this group for a couple of reasons: half of the 
top six on defence is new this season and marquee acquisition Nate 
Schmidt, in particular, struggled initially to make the transition to the 
Canucks without the benefit of pre-season games; and the forwards have 
been such a turnover factory in front of them in some games that 
defencemen have had to rush around trying to put out brushfires. 

Yes, it has looked like a fire drill below the blue line at times. 

Star defenceman Quinn Hughes, like Pettersson and Miller, has seen his 
fancy stats largely crater from last season. But the Calder Trophy runner-
up has also been playing through an injury and despite the chaos around 
him, Hughes has still managed a goal and 13 assists to lead NHL 
defencemen in scoring. At age 21, he also leads the Canucks in ice time 
at 22:40 per game. Imagine if Hughes gets healthy and the Canucks 
stabilize their systems play. The defence as a group has been a key 
driver of the Vancouver offence, combining for 34 points through 13 
games. 

It hasn’t helped that Travis Hamonic, signed to replace Chris Tanev as 
Hughes’ partner, has missed the last eight games with an undisclosed 
injury. But Jordie Benn is having his best spell as a Canuck. 

More from Sportsnet 

Canucks take step in right direction, but still walking a difficult path 

Iain MacIntyre 

Tyler-Toffoli 

Canadiens' Toffoli, Anderson delivering early returns on big-money deals 
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Eric Engels 

GOALTENDERS: C+ 

According to naturalstattrick.com, the Canucks have been the NHL’s 
most permissive team defensively with an expected goals-against of 26 – 
two per game at five-on-five. The Canucks are allowing a league-worst 
36 shots per game, and there is a lot of quality in the scoring chances 
Thatcher Demko and Braden Holtby have had to stare down. Demko has 
handled it better. 

The third-year goalie lost his first three starts before finding form and has 
played like "Bubble Demko" his last four games, nearly replicating his 
brilliant form from last summer’s playoff cameo in Edmonton by stopping 
129 of 136 shots and winning three times. Demko has brought his save 
percentage up to .909, slightly above NHL average, and for now has 
taken the Canucks’ starting job. 

Signed to help replace Jacob Markstrom, Holtby has struggled to 
outperform his team. He hasn’t been poor, especially when considering 
the number of breakaways and 2-on-1s the Canucks have subjected him 
to. But Holtby has mostly been a cork on the current – playing as good or 
bad as the team in his six starts. A save percentage of .896 isn’t good 
enough and, skeptics point out, merely flattens the downward trend that 
occurred over Holtby’s last couple of seasons in Washington. 

KEY SECOND-QUARTER QUESTION: Will the Lotto Line be dominant 
again? 

Pettersson and Miller are not only the Canucks’ leading scorers from last 
season, they’re influential leaders whose effort and consistency set a 
tone that the team follows. They simply have to be better, safer and more 
direct with the puck and as tenacious without it as when they’re trying to 
score. The Canucks just aren’t at the evolutionary stage where they can 
win if their best players are getting outplayed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How a player like Zach Hyman provides NHL roadmap for 
Nils Hoglander 

 

justin-bourne  February 3, 2021, 1:38 PM 

 

On a recent Monday I joined Ben Ennis and JD Bunkis as I always do on 
Sportsnet 590 The FAN's Good Show for Leafs Hour, where we 
discussed something that’s hard to pin down when evaluating a hockey 
team: maturity. 

It’s been a source of regular criticism of this Leafs group that they’ve 
been able to play with the best teams and lock it down defensively and 
bring the effort, but in the past there were stretches of times where they 
just…didn’t. 

It’s impossible to watch this season so far and pin down moments you’d 
plainly label “mature,” but as I noted on that show, with a hockey team 
“maturity” is simply the absence of immature moments. Thus far, the 
Leafs have been pleasantly low on moments that would make you 
scratch your head and wonder “the heck happened there?” While only 
through 10 games, that shows a sign of maturity, of being a team you 
feel you can better trust. 

That same process of coming to trust a group plays out with individuals 
as well, only there’s a major difference. When you don’t trust your team, 
you still have to play the guys you have. When you don’t trust a player, 
their minutes can be pared down to single digits (or to the press box and 
practices) until they earn more. 

A direct tie there is, you can’t accumulate much trust when you’re playing 
single-digit minutes or watching from the sky in a suit. Which brings me 
to Zach Hyman, and in a roundabout way, Nils Hoglander. 

Home of the Canucks 

Stream every Vancouver Canucks game this season with Sportsnet 
NOW. Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

I was with the Toronto Marlies coaching staff doing video work during 
Hyman’s year in the AHL, and he’s example 1A of where I’m going with 
all this: if you’re a mature player who’s willing to do the things the 
coaches ask of you, if you’re willing to eat all your vegetables, you’ll be 
the first to get to eat metaphorical dessert. 

One of my first days with the Marlies was in Syracuse, and as the team 
wrapped up practice with a quick game of “Last Puck,” I had an “oh no” 
moment. 

In Last Puck, every skater on the ice, 20-plus guys, gathers around the 
net with the (usually back-up) goalie until they score the last puck, which 
usually takes all of nine seconds and off everyone goes. This was a 
Marlies team with William Nylander, Kasperi Kapanen, and about a 
dozen other current NHLers. In last puck, Hyman got a touch, and went 
for…a wraparound. As in, with 20-plus guys available he wrapped the 
puck around, got stuffed, then tried to stuff in multiple rebounds through 
the goalie’s pad. Again, I was like “oh no.” His offensive game wasn’t 
what you’d call elite. 

In the weeks to come, I’d learn why Hyman was a player worthy of top 
line minutes: maturity and trust. If he never scored a point, you loved his 
game. He forechecked with his stick extended and finished through the 
body. He won pucks back, he was in his spot in the neutral zone 
forecheck and worked hard covering players who never got the puck, but 
he worked nonetheless -- just in case -- like a good defensive back in 
football who never gets thrown at. That maturity allowed the talented 
guys he played with to spend more time in the offensive zone and less 
time chasing the puck on D. 

As a trade-off for all that defensive effort, it meant he was spending more 
time on the ice than most other forwards, he had good linemates and, in 
turn, he was able to get some numbers. He’d have scored 20 that year in 
the AHL had his great play not led to a promotion to the Leafs for 16 
games. Because he was playing that much with great players, his 
offensive game developed. The trust he earned meant he knew he’d get 
solid minutes, which meant he felt he could try to be more creative 
without the risk of repercussions. He crawled, then walked, then started 
to run. Two years ago Hyman scored 21 goals in 71 NHL games, and 
last year he potted 21 in 51, a 30-plus goal pace. 

This sounds like the tale of one player’s path, but it’s the story we’ve 
seen in reverse countless times -- a young player with offensive ability 
wants to come in and show said skills, so they cheat for opportunities. 
They stand on the wrong side of piles hoping for offensive bounces, they 
buy time behind the play on the back check hoping for turnovers, they let 
teammates do the hard F1 work to conserve their energy for offensive 
chances that may never come. 

When you do those immature things you don’t earn your coach's trust, 
you don’t get the minutes, you don’t get the points, and nobody’s happy. 

Nils Hoglander is not Zach Hyman, not in stature or expectations or style. 
But what he’s done so far this year for the Canucks has been Hyman-
like, and proof that the qualities Hyman demonstrates can work for those 
who aspire for more offence-first roles. 

Hoglander has done the little things necessary to stay on the ice and get 
the minutes, and in turn, get the numbers. It’s actually kind of stunning 
more rookies don’t go all-in on “the little things,” but I understand 
everyone loves boxcar stats, and most NHL prospects grew up piling 
those on with ease, so I guess it’s a hard sell. But boy, is it the smart way 
to get more minutes. 

Hoglander has dressed every game so far for the Canucks as a 5-foot-9, 
20-year-old, tallying three goals and three assists for six points in 13 
contests. Five regular Canucks forwards are playing less than him on 
average each night. He’s regularly playing with Bo Horvat and Tanner 
Pearson, and good linemates help. He’s regularly facing the opposition’s 
best players, such as Connor McDavid, which helps you get better. I 
don’t know what his full season will look like, or if this is sustainable. 
However, I bet he will sustain being dressed consistently, at an age not 
many players are -- not because of their stats, but because of what we’re 
talking about here. 
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You can hear it from the coach’s mouth himself, here’s Travis Green on 
Hoglander defending (which is any time you don’t have the puck) and his 
big opportunity with the Horvat line: 

“It worried me a little bit before the year started, but we wanted to try it 
and he’s shown that he can play on the other end of the puck. He knows 
that he has to play well when he’s playing with that line, he’s a quick 
player, he’s learned to play inside the dots in his own zone and also get 
to puck battles when he has to.” 

A few nights ago Hoglander scored a goal that could be deemed “right 
time, right place,” with a dash of good hands, but it’s everything that 
preceded that fortuitous bounce that was so good. 

Here’s the shift, starting with the spin at the blue line, culminating with the 
goal. 

Remaining Time -0:28 

Amazing shift by Nils Hoglander results in a goal 

The spin to start things off looks fancy, but it’s really good puck protection 
at the blue line, a critical turnover area. At worst here, with hard contact, 
he’s shielded the puck and should be able to get it in deep. It’s a safe 
and smart way to keep possession. 

This picture below, of a 5-foot-9 forward throwing his leg out to cut off the 
much-bigger defender (Josh Morrissey) while shielding the puck with one 
hand should make skill coaches gasp it’s so beautiful. 

Seriously this is pretty as a sunset, it’s exquisite. 

That aside, going to the net and protecting the puck are replicable ways 
to produce offence, which is why coaches love it so. 

He re-attacks on the forecheck and has a good stick, but the puck 
squeaks by him to the Jets defender behind the net, when Hoglander 
does a small things coaches love -- he doesn’t chase behind the net. He 
cuts up in front of the short post and heads back up through the middle. 

Why do coaches like that? Because now he’s another stick in the middle 
of the ice to pick off a pass -- which he does -- as opposed to just 
chasing up the rear (which looks like a more dogged pursuit) of the 
defenceman who’s likely moved the puck up through the middle…where 
you’d ideally like Hoglander to be. 

And he was there. 

You get the point. 

Now look at the pic below where Hoglander has the puck. He could try 
some risky drop pass to a teammate near the blue line. Or he could hang 
on to the puck and try to dangle that Jets player and keep possession. 

Instead he just chips it by that Jets forward, safely, and goes to get it. Oh, 
and then he protects the puck with his body and works hard to get past 
Morrissey, again. 

After that battle, is he content to sit out along the boards and watch the 
play develop? Nope. He jumps through to the net (quality offensive 
theme), where there’s a sizeable opening. 

So sure, he scores on a “lucky” bounce this shift, and that’s great. But 
even if he didn’t, his coaches would show this shift in video the next day 
to demonstrate “the little things” that they’re looking for from everyone. 

Real quick here, remember the diving, one-handed pass he made to 
Tanner Pearson for a goal? It was the same as what we’re talking about 
above. Prior to that he stopped on the pile of a D-zone faceoff (not all 
wingers do that well) fished out the loose puck, and once again chose to 
chip and chase the puck down rather than try something risky at a line. 

Remaining Time -0:22 

Pearson snipes thanks to Hoglander's insane one-handed feed 

It’s the little things (positioning) that lead to the opportunities that lead to 
the big things (points) that lead to sustained careers. 

Hyman, and maybe someday Hoglander, should be examples for players 
trying to stick in the NHL, particularly the young guys, even as point-
getters. If maturity is the absence of immature moments, young players 

can demonstrate it and earn trust by doing the right things on repeat, so 
they can find themselves on the ice more and with good linemates to do 
the things that will eventually get them paid the big bucks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators must restore Matt Murray's confidence as losses 
pile up 

 

Wayne Scanlan February 3, 2021, 11:11 AM 

 

Matt Murray is as thoughtful and polite as any athlete who regularly 
succumbs to the pandemic-induced Zoom calls that pass for interviews 
these days. 

Although new to the Ottawa Senators, Murray habitually addresses his 
interrogators by name. 

“That’s a good question, Kyle... 

“Well, Gord..." 

In recent days, not surprisingly, Murray’s voice has grown softer. He is 
hurting, as much as he must talk a good game, to keep spirits up around 
him, especially Ottawa’s younger players. 

“I’ve been through stretches like this and I think most players have,” 
Murray says. 

We’d all like to accept that this is just a routine slump, and there is 
nothing to see here, but the reality is, whether Murray gets out of his 
current funk this week or next or beyond -- he has not been in a situation 
quite like this in his six-year NHL career. 

For starters, he’s never been on a lengthy road trip before with a one-
month baby girl at home, relying on a FaceTime relationship with her until 
he returns to Ottawa this weekend (“thank God for modern technology in 
that regard,” he says of his daily contact with his wife and daughter). 

It’s all new territory. 

Remaining Time -0:48 

How DJ Smith balances Murray's workload with a rebuilding Senators 
squad 

He’s never played for a losing team at the AHL or NHL level. 

Never had to live up to a $25-million contract. 

With the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Penguins of Crosby and Malkin and 
Letang, Murray was that delightful combination of up-and-coming goalie 
on a cheap entry-level deal. He earned just over $900,000 while winning 
Stanley Cups with Pittsburgh in 2016 and 2017. That netted him a sleek 
three-year deal at $3.75M per season -- significant coin but not enough 
to garner extra attention. 

Last season, Murray lost his hold on the starting job, sharing it with 
Tristan Jarry, currently having a confidence crisis of his own in 
Pittsburgh. So, when Senators general manager Pierre Dorion was in 
need of a starter because of lingering concussion symptoms suffered by 
Anders Nilsson, he jumped at the chance to get Murray. 

Murray, 26, came to Ottawa for a second-round pick (used by the 
Penguins to draft Finnish goalie prospect Joel Blomqvist) plus forward 
prospect Jonathan Gruden. 

Considering Murray was coming off a difficult season -- 20 wins in 38 
starts and a save percentage under .900 (.899), Dorion could have been 
excused for trying out Murray on a short-term deal. But after consulting 
with Ottawa goalie coach Pierre Groulx and the team’s pro scouts, 
Dorion was convinced that Murray was going to have a bounce-back 
season and the GM went all-in on a four-year contract with an average 
annual value of $6.25 million. 
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There are lots of reasons to question that deal -- especially now with the 
benefit of the past few weeks of hindsight. Before that, though, there 
were questions raised about Murray’s athletic ability or lack thereof and 
his need to be technically perfect or else get in trouble. 

When The Athletic put out a pre-season list of the top 31 NHL 
goaltenders, based on a ranking system of an anonymous panel of NHL 
GMs and coaches, Murray was slotted in the bottom 10, at No. 22. He 
has his detractors, but he also has a strong playoff resume, and, of 
course, those two Cups. Senators fans won’t forget Murray coming off 
the bench to win back his job from Marc-Andre Fleury in a 2017 Eastern 
Conference Final that went seven games. Murray battled. 

You already know how Murray’s first games in a Senators uniform have 
played out. Murray has the worst numbers of any NHL starter (1-4-1, 
.849 save percentage, 4.82 GAA). On Sunday in Edmonton, Murray gave 
up the first goal eight seconds in and was yanked after the third Oilers 
goal at 7:20 of the first period. 

On Tuesday, Murray sat on the bench while backup Marcus Hogberg got 
the start and stopped 21 of 25 shots (.840 save percentage) in a 4-2 loss, 
Ottawa’s ninth straight. (But hey, rookie forward Tim Stützle scored his 
third of the season!) 

It’s not unusual for a starting goaltender to hit a rough patch and sit out 
for a bit, but these are not normal circumstances. The Senators are a 
team in crisis, a rebuilding club that was supposed to take a step forward 
this season, with Murray providing the stability required after longtime 
starter Craig Anderson, 39, was not renewed. 
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Tkachuk hit on Larsson causes huge scrum between Oilers and Senators 

Pressure is building everywhere -- on the GM who made Murray his 
biggest long-term deal of the off-season. On Murray, trying to live up to 
his contract while plugging holes all over a leaky ship, behind a 
patchwork quilt of a defence corps. On the team itself, which is “fragile,” 
to use the term of veteran centre Derek Stepan, one of the several 
veteran additions that has not exactly borne fruit. 

Last week, Murray told us he thought his game was coming around, 
despite numbers that suggested otherwise. More recently, he has spoken 
about everyone working harder, himself included. 

“Technically or tactically, there’s nothing really glaring that’s wrong,” 
Murray says. “It just comes down to the will to do it. And going that extra 
little way to getting the job done. Especially on the penalty kill. I think 
that’s huge.” 

He pointed to the bad bounces which have led to early deficits and a 
sagging bench. 

That goal at the eight-second mark was deflected by Ottawa centre Josh 
Norris. Murray had no chance, although analysts were critical of Murray 
for freezing the puck, which led to the faceoff from which the goal was 
scored. Watching the replay, freezing it didn’t seem like a horrible option 
-- there were two Oilers in the vicinity -- but when pucks keep going in, 
the microscopes come out. 

So, now what? 

Ten games in, the Senators have exactly one victory, the opening night 
5-3 defeat of the Toronto Maple Leafs, with Murray in great form. His play 
since has eroded, as has Ottawa’s lineup with star defenceman Thomas 
Chabot missing two games with injury before returning Tuesday. 

It’s fine to suggest, as we all have, that Hogberg deserves a chance, as 
well as prospect Joey Daccord behind him. 

In the larger picture, the Senators have to do everything they can to bring 
Murray back from goaltender purgatory. The organization is committed to 
this goalie for the next three seasons after this one, and at a dollar figure 
no other team is likely to take on anytime soon. 

Winning games is not the priority from now until May 8, but developing 
the young core talent and getting Murray on track is paramount. On 
Tuesday, someone wondered online what was going through Murray's 
mind, to be benched so early in the season. That prompted a slew of 
comments, many piling on about his contract, before others stepped up 

to defend a human being who is struggling. Didn't we just go through a 
campaign to advocate for mental health care? 
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Smith pleased with Senators youngsters' effort in loss to Oilers 

Murray himself knew there would be growing pains. 

“It’s such a young group,” he says. “But you see the talent in this room, 
even in a stretch like this, there is a lot to be positive about.” 

At 26, Murray is not exactly ancient, even in hockey years. He’s the same 
age as Hogberg, and just two years older than Daccord. 

Not only is it too early to give up on Murray, there isn’t much choice but 
to do everything humanly possible to get his game to a place where he is 
comfortable and confident again. 

Next year and the year after, in the more familiar confines of the Atlantic 
Division, Ottawa can think about Murray being a pillar on a team that 
wins its share of games. 

For now, this is about putting Humpty Dumpty back together again. 

To put a smile on his face in a future Zoom call. 
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TSN.CA / Refreshed, refocused Maple Leafs plan to take the next step 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe expects his players to generate 
more offence at even strength and improve the penalty kill after spending 
more time on skill-development sessions during their four-day break 
between games, Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the Vancouver Canucks. 

Before starting a special teams drill on Wednesday, the Leafs players 
were called over to the bench where a big-screen television had been set 
up. Video and coaching co-ordinator Sam Kim had clips of the Vancouver 
Canucks power play ready to roll.  

"I haven't seen a TV put on the bench during practice in my career so 
that was a nice first for pretty much everyone on the ice," said 
defenceman Travis Dermott. 

Assistant coach Dave Hakstol, who oversees the penalty kill, took the 
remote control and started the video, which featured plays from a recent 
Canucks game against the Ottawa Senators. Hakstol used his stick as a 
pointer. Mitch Marner got into the act as well using his stick to point 
something out.  

"It is good sometimes to get a visual," said defenceman Jake Muzzin, 
who's on the top penalty-kill unit. "I know myself and a lot of guys, we 
learn visually so watching and seeing stuff helps." 

"It's always good to review and Watch video," added Marner, "that's how 
you really get to see what this team's about and what they're going to 
do." 

The Leafs, like all teams, do plenty of video work off the ice, but this was 
the first time we've seen it done during practice. So, why the wrinkle? 

"We had a couple things we wanted to cover on the penalty kill and it was 
easier to do it on the ice and sort of save the team from having to go 
through another meeting or a longer meeting off the ice," explained head 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "It was just a little more efficient that way." 
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"Sometimes you forget stuff, stuff slips your mind once you get out on the 
the ice," said Dermott. "Your mindset kind of changes a little bit so it's 
easy to forget things. It was nice to have that refresh out there."  

Dermott was so happy with how things worked that he predicted every 
team will have a television on the bench during practices within the next 
few years. Keefe, who also meshed video and on-ice work when he 
served as Marlies coach, pointed out one reason why this likely won't 
become a staple in Toronto.  

"Something we would certainly do a lot more frequently here perhaps if 
all you media folks agreed to turn your cameras off," Keefe said with a 
grin, "but I don't think that's going to happen so you probably won't see a 
great deal of the TV." 

The Leafs’ penalty kill is 23rd in the NHL heading into Wednesday's 
games. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Toronto gets creative with special teams work 

Midway through Leafs practice, a television was wheeled to the bench 
and assistant coach Dave Hakstol did a video session ahead of some 
special teams work. Toronto’s penalty kill ranks 23rd in the NHL this 
season. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

Keefe felt like the team hit its stride on Wednesday after looking a bit 
sluggish during Tuesday's practice. He pointed out that the time change 
and late arrival back home from Alberta on Saturday night aren't easy to 
recover from.  

"Takes some time to get out of that fog," Keefe said. "Today's practice, 
though, was excellent. We pushed the guys again today and they were 
skating, working and the execution was good. The energy around the 
team was good so that's very positive." 

The main Leafs practice lasted 55 minutes on Wednesday and was 
preceded by about 30 minutes of skill development work. Tuesday's 
practice ran an hour and was also preceded by skill development work. 
It's rare that Keefe gets this much practice time between games. 

"We fully expect our team to take a step here now having time to recover 
and rest a little bit, but also address some things in practice," Keefe said. 
"We're expecting to be a better team." 

The Leafs opened the season with 10 games in 18 days, posting a 7-2-1 
record.  

Much of the focus this week has been on generating more offence at 
even strength.  

"We got to work to get to the inside of the rink and get the pucks off the 
walls," said winger Wayne Simmonds, who once again skated alongside 
John Tavares and William Nylander. "We had an optional [practice] on 
Monday and a lot of the guys came in for the skills component of the day 
and the last two days we've kept that theme going. It's tough to get 
practice days in to work on those things, but when we have a four-day 
break like this you got to take advantage of it and I think we have." 

Simmonds scored three goals during the recent four-game trip and 
believes the Leafs skill-development sessions have boosted his game. 

"Any time you can get on the ice and get more touches and feel your 
edges and feel the puck it just makes things much easier in the game," 
the 32-year-old said. "When you're in practice you don't normally have 
time to do things like that just because of the nature of the beast. We're 
mostly doing systems and working on team skills ... Since Day 1 I've 
taken every opportunity I can to get on the ice and take one-on-one 
lessons whether it's with [consultant] Nik Antropov or Denver 
[Manderson]."   

Starting on Thursday, Toronto will play 11 games over the next 21 days.  

    "I’ve built myself up gradually here as we've gone along, and I think I'm 
going pretty good at the 10-game mark here" 

    The Wayne Train is picking up steam for the #Leafs, propelling 
Simmonds into a top-six role after his "standout" road trip: 
https://t.co/rlNMr2Cv7i 

    — Kristen Shilton (@kristen_shilton) February 3, 2021 

As they prepare for a three-game set against Vancouver, the Leafs will 
lean on new assistant coach Manny Malhotra, who spent the last four 
years working with the Canucks.  

"Having Manny here certainly helps us with the preparations," Keefe 
acknowledged. "We've got six [divisional] opponents and we've assigned 
one team to different members of our coaching staff and Manny to 
Vancouver was an obvious one and certainly helps us. But the puck is 
going to drop and all that stuff doesn't matter when that happens."  

Malhotra is earning rave reviews for his work with the team's power play, 
which is clicking at a league-best 43.3 per cent. Malhotra is also helping 
players refine their faceoff skills. Toronto has won 53.3 per cent of its 
draws so far, which is up from 52.5 per cent last season. 

"He's been a big help on our bench as well with just calmness and 
steadiness," said Marner. "Another guy you can talk to on the bench and 
ask him what his thoughts are on some plays." 

Malhotra suited up in 991 NHL games with the last ones coming during 
the 2014-15 season.   

"He's a guy who played hard and played the right way and he's brought 
that to our team," said Muzzin. "He's a nice voice just to talk to." 

Will Malhotra's insight give Leafs an edge on Canucks? 

Manny Malhotra is a former assistant coach of the Canucks, and is now a 
member of Sheldon Keefe's staff with the Maple Leafs. Toronto plays 
Vancouver Thursday night on TSN, and Leafs players were 
complimentary with what he brings to the table. 

Muzzin and Zach Hyman were designated as alternate captains during 
Saturday's game in Edmonton. They will wear a letter whenever the team 
dons its 'Reverse Retro' sweater (three more games) and St. Pats 
sweater (two games) this season.  

"It was nice," Muzzin said of the gesture. "At the end of the day, it's nice 
to get recognized a little bit by management and coaches." 

Tavares is, of course, captain with Auston Matthews, Morgan Rielly and 
Marner the alternates. Muzzin and Hyman are considered part of the 
extended leadership group along with goalie Frederik Andersen. 

"It is very clear that Hyman and Muzz are both big parts of our core and 
big parts of our leadership group," Keefe said on Saturday night. "Our 
established captains recognize that as well. This was just an opportunity 
to recognize that. For myself, with all of the teams that I have coached, I 
believe in trying to recognize a larger group than just what you are 
allowed in a particular game." 

    Veterans Jake Muzzin and Zach Hyman will serve as alternate 
captains tonight in Edmonton. 

    Muzzin and Hyman will wear an ‘A’ in each of the @MapleLeafs 
upcoming Reverse Retro and St. Pats games this season. #LeafsForever 

    — Leafs PR (@LeafsPR) January 30, 2021 

After sitting out two of the last three games, Dermott will draw back in on 
Thursday night. Keefe has repeatedly said Dermott has done nothing to 
take himself out of the lineup and the 24- year-old understands the 
situation. 

"I knew right from the start there was going to be some competition, but I 
think that competition is just going to push us to be a better team and 
that's showing so far," Dermott said. "We're playing pretty well and the 
roster things will figure themselves out. I think it's great everyone's 
getting some chances to get in and get their feet underneath them."  

Mikko Lehtonen filled the third-pairing slot when Dermott sat out. The 27-
year-old KHL import has now played in four games so far, including twice 
when Toronto dressed seven defencemen. 

Dermott is averaging just 11 minutes and 19 seconds of ice time and has 
yet to register a point in eight games, but feels like he's making progress.  

"I'm just trying to simplify my game," Dermott said. "In the past, I've been 
a little too over-excited and making plays that, I guess, maybe weren't 
there or plays where it wasn't the right time." 
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During the long off-season, Dermott watched all his shifts from last 
season to get a better sense of where he has to grow.  

"I'm trying not to simplify it too much where I'm not doing anything out 
there," Dermott noted. "You're still trying to make the right play and nice 
play when it's there, but kind of picking my spots a little more carefully." 

Keefe is still looking for the right mix on the fourth line. He experimented 
with four different looks during the recent four-game trip. 

"We'd like a fourth line that's going to be defensively responsible, is going 
to provide energy for us, is going to be able to win their share of shifts, 
spend time in the offensive zone and then have elements of being able to 
help us on special teams," Keefe outlined. "We feel like we got pieces of 
that. We've been moving things around and we'll likely continue with 
that." 

It appears Keefe will try out another option against the Canucks as Delta, 
B.C., native Nic Petan skated alongside Travis Boyd and Jason Spezza 
for the second straight practice.  

Pierre Engvall skated as an extra at practice and will likely sit out after 
dressing on Saturday in Edmonton.  

"We've talked to him a lot about being more engaged physically and 
using his size and his strength to make an impact on the game," Keefe 
said of the 6-foot-5, 214-pound Swede. "We'd like to see some 
improvement there but, by and large, he's done a good job with the 
opportunity he's got. He's made a couple really good plays that's led to 
either scoring or generating high-end scoring chances. So, there's lot of 
things to like there for sure and despite the fact he's been in and out of 
the lineup we still value a lot of things he brings." 

Engvall has one assist in four games this season.  

--- 

Lines at Wednesday's practice:  

Hyman - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Simmonds 

Vesey - Kerfoot - Mikheyev  

Petan - Boyd - Spezza 

Barabanov - Engvall - Brooks 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Lehtonen - Sandin 

Andersen  

Hutchinson 

Woll  

Power-play units at Wednesday's practice:  

Rielly  

Matthews - Kerfoot - Marner 

Simmonds  

Brodie  

Spezza - Tavares - Nylander 

Hyman 
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TSN.CA / Luongo breathes fresh perspective into Canada’s 2022 
Olympic brass 

Roberto Luongo was named Team Canada’s assistant GM not only for 
his goaltending expertise, but for his first-hand, locker room knowledge of 
today’s Canadian crop starring in the NHL who will compete in the two-
week, best-on-best pressure cooker in Beijing, Frank Seravalli writes. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

Roberto Luongo joked with his customary self-deprecating humour about 
the surprise he received when newly minted Team Canada GM Doug 
Armstrong phoned, asking Luongo to come aboard as an assistant 
general manager. 

"Quite honestly, I was shocked, I was floored," Luongo said Wednesday. 
"I wasn’t expecting it. I thought I was just getting a call to scout some pee 
wee tournament. But then I realize it was Team Canada for the Olympics 
in 2022. 

"It’s hard to describe the level of excitement that I had when I got the 
call." 

Armstrong made it clear on Wednesday – exactly one year to the day 
from puck drop in Beijing – as he announced a blue-ribbon staff that has 
combined to have their names etched on the Stanley Cup nine times, 
that Luongo was not appointed solely for his goaltending expertise. 

Sure, Luongo has that critical position covered as well as he blanketed 
the crease in his likely Hall of Fame career. 

But Armstrong also wants to key in on Luongo’s first-hand, locker room 
knowledge of today’s Canadian crop starring in the NHL. 

Given that Luongo only retired in 2019, that is valuable intel that his other 
Team Canada counterparts – in associate general manager Ken Holland 
and fellow assistants Don Sweeney and Ron Francis – can only 
ascertain second-hand. It’s not better intel, just different. 

And Luongo’s fresh perspective may be exactly the kind of advantage on 
the margin Team Canada needs in their quest next year for a third 
straight gold medal in Olympic best-on-best competition. 

"Roberto joins our group fresh off the ice," Armstrong said in a media 
conference call. "I want to make sure that everyone realizes he’s here for 
more than just the goaltenders. His experience, dealing with these 
players, understanding today’s athlete – it was only a couple years ago 
that he was participating." 

Armstrong estimated that Luongo competed against or played alongside 
"90 per cent" of the players Team Canada will be evaluating for its 25-
man roster. He won two gold medals alongside some of them. 

He also played for or against with any number of the candidates that will 
replace Mike Babcock as Team Canada’s coach – from Alain Vigneault 
to Barry Trotz, Craig Berube, Rod Brind’Amour, Joel Quenneville, Paul 
Maurice, Jon Cooper or Bruce Cassidy. 

"We’re looking forward to his input," Armstrong said. 

Luongo, 41, is one of Hockey Canada’s most decorated Olympians. He 
wore the Maple Leaf in three straight Olympiads (2006 in Torino, 2010 in 
Vancouver and 2014 in Sochi) and enjoyed nearly a complete circle in 
terms of experience and impact on the roster. He took over for Martin 
Brodeur in 2010 on home soil and led Canada to gold, but also served as 
the third netminder once and backup once. 

"My first, in Torino, I was kind of the young guy coming in [for] more of a 
learning experience," Luongo recounted. "The second time, in 
Vancouver, I was more established but I came in as the backup and I 
was ready if called upon – and that’s what ended up happening. 

"The third time, in Sochi, I was more of a veteran guy but ended up being 
the backup. I think that was just as important a role for me as the one 
before. I was being support to not only Carey [Price], but all of the guys in 
the room. Trying to be a leader in the dressing room, and bring whatever 
I could to the plate to help the boys be ready for the game." 

Those experiences will help Luongo, who heads the Florida Panthers’ 
department of Goaltending Excellence, pick the best trio in net. He’ll have 
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no shortage of options with Price, Carter Hart, MacKenzie Blackwood, 
Jordan Binnington, Matt Murray and Darcy Kuemper. 

"We’re going to look at everything and be ready to make sure we have 
the right mix going into next year," Luongo said. 

Armstrong made a point to say Wednesday that "youth will be served" on 
Canada’s roster. He’ll surely tap into the young guns that made up Team 
North America in the 2016 World Cup of Hockey, including Connor 
McDavid, Nathan MacKinnon, Mark Scheifele and maybe Sean Couturier 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. 

Some of those selections, Holland pointed out, will be obvious and 
apparent. 

But it is little details like the ones Luongo can provide about personality, 
comportment and chemistry of the other players in the mix for roster 
spots that can be the difference between a cohesive unit and an All-Star 
team. 

"I hope I could bring as much as I can to the table," Luongo said. "I know 
most of them. Whatever experience that I had with them, or that I know, I 
can share with them." 

This isn’t a pee wee tournament, it’s the Olympics – with 37 million 
‘special advisors' across the country, as Armstrong said – and Luongo 
will now get an entirely different view of this two-week, best-on-best 
pressure cooker. 

"It’s hard to describe the level of excitement that I had when I got the 
call," Luongo said. "I’m really looking forward to it, excited, to put a team 
together and be part of the process from the other side." 
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TSN.CA / Simmonds earns shot on Leafs’ second line 

Veteran winger’s strong showing on recent road trip results in a 
promotion to play with John Tavares and William Nylander, Kristen 
Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Wayne Simmonds didn’t exactly hit the ground running 
with the Maple Leafs this season, recording zero points in his first six 
games as a bottom-six skater. But something clicked for the veteran 
winger on the team’s recent swing through Alberta, where he produced 
three goals in four games and earned himself a promotion into Toronto’s 
second line. 

“It took a few games for me to get my feet underneath me,” Simmonds 
admitted to reporters on a Zoom call Wednesday. “I hadn't played since 
[before COVID-19 shut down the NHL] on March 11, 2020. So coming 
back, you got your summer work, which isn't even close to training camp, 
and then you got your training camp, which isn't even close to the 
season. So I’ve kind of built myself up gradually here as we've gone 
along, and I think I'm going pretty good at the 10-game mark here.” 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe agrees, and bumped Simmonds onto the 
Leafs’ second line with John Tavares and William Nylander at practice on 
Tuesday. It was a reward of sorts for how well Simmonds performed 
during Toronto’s stretch against Calgary and Edmonton last week. The 
32 year old scored in three straight outings (including two markers on the 
power play) and was among the team’s most consistent forwards.  

“On the road trip he was a real standout for us,” Keefe said. “He's gotten 
a little bit more [out of] each game and with the injury to [Joe Thornton], 
it's allowed us to move things around a little bit and give him more 
opportunity. He’s got lots of jump. He looks quick, he’s on the puck, he’s 
competitive around the net and he’s found ways to score. That’s just 
given him a little extra confidence and a little extra boost.” 

Keefe might not have expected moving Simmonds up the ranks so early 
in his Leafs tenure, which began after he signed a one-year, $1.5 million 
free agent contract in October. But a combination of ailments taking out 
Thornton (rib fracture) and rookie Nick Robertson (knee) forced Keefe to 
pivot, just as Simmonds was catching fire.  

Some of the credit for that goes to the role Simmonds plays on the Leafs’ 
top power-play unit, getting ample time on special teams to create chaos 
around the net. And then there’s the way Toronto runs its training 
program, using methods Simmonds has taken to very favourably.  

This week, for example, Toronto opted to hold an optional skills session 
instead of practice on Monday, which was their second of four days off 
between the Alberta stretch and another home game against Vancouver 
on Thursday. 

Simmonds was among the dozen or so skaters to voluntarily participate 
in those activities, and was also right in the mix during the Leafs’ pre-
practice skills session on Tuesday and Wednesday, taking extra time out 
with development coaches Nik Antropov and Denver Manderson.  

“He's learned to really value the development sessions that we have 
around here, whether it was in the off-season or during the season,” 
Keefe said. “He’s seen value in that and seen some areas you can [do 
better] and took it upon himself to get to work. So there’s just all positives 
surrounding Wayne.” 

Simmonds made it clear he expected to still be a consistent contributor 
on the ice as soon as he landed in Toronto, even in the back half of a 
career that spans more than 900 NHL games and 500 points. The Leafs 
have provided a means for him to keep chasing that goal.  

“I've loved this [skill work] since day one when I came in and I've taken 
every opportunity I could get to get on the ice to do one-on-one lessons 
like that,” Simmonds said. “I think anytime you can get on the ice and get 
more touches and feel your edges and feel the puck, it just makes things 
a lot easier in a game. When you're in practice, you don't really have time 
to do things like that, just because of the nature of the beast. We're 
mostly doing systems and working on team skills, so that's an opportunity 
where you can really take a chance and help develop your individual 
skills, which will help with the team skills as well.” 

That desire to continually get better hasn’t been lost on Simmonds’ 
teammates, many of whom battled against him for years as an opponent 
and are now happy he’s on their side. 

“He just loves to compete,” said Tavares. “He loves just getting in the 
dirty areas and just being involved in it. Sometimes you just have to 
[fight] through opportunities like that or positioning [in front of the net]; 
that seems to get him going and I think he knows how he's going to make 
his presence felt and what makes him a consistent player on a nightly 
basis [is he’ll do] whatever it takes. It's great to have the energy and the 
passion he brings, and the contributions have been massive so far.” 

“That energy [he has], he’s just fearless and works really hard out there,” 
added Nylander. “He's a heavy body in front of the net and wins pucks 
back and he's a great net-front guy. I think we’ve had some nice 
chemistry in practice, so I think it’ll be good [in a game].” 

Simmonds intends to continue his upward trajectory on a line with 
Tavares and Nylander, knowing that by doing his job right he’ll be 
highlighting their strengths even more. 

“Their skill level is through the roof,” Simmonds said. “So for me it's just 
get in there, loosen pucks up, give them the puck and get to the net. I'm 
going to try not to change my game too much here, just try to be an up-
and-down type of winger with a physical presence and hopefully put 
some pucks in the back of the net.” 
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USA TODAY / National Women's Hockey League shuts down over 
COVID-19 cases 
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Mike Brehm 

 

The National Women's Hockey League announced Wednesday that it is 
shutting down on the eve of its playoffs because of a rise in COVID-19 
cases. 

The one-game semifinals were to have been held on Thursday and 
broadcast on NBCSN. 

"The NWHL and the Olympic Regional Development Authority (ORDA) 
have agreed, due to new positive COVID-19 tests and the resulting 
safety concerns for the players, their respective staff & the community 
that the remainder of the 2021 NWHL Season in Lake Placid have been 
suspended," the league said in a statement. 

The six-team league had begun playing in a bubble environment at Herb 
Brooks Arena in Lake Placid, New York, on Jan. 23. 

But the Metropolitan Riveters had pulled out of the league on Jan. 28 
after several members of the organization had tested positive. The 
Connecticut Whale withdrew Monday because of safety concerns. 

"When given the choice of competing vs. ensuring the physical and 
mental well-being of our team, we chose the latter,” the team said in a 
statement Wednesday. 
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