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Hurricanes’ goalie Petr Mrazek: Thumb ‘surgery went well’  

By Chip Alexander  

Goaltender Petr Mrazek of the Carolina Hurricanes sounds 
like someone optimistic he can return from a thumb injury 
sooner rather than later. 

Mrazek, in a short video posted Thursday on the Hurricanes’ 
Twitter account, said he has returned to Raleigh after 
surgery on his right thumb to begin the rehab needed to 
return to the lineup. 

“I’m back in Raleigh, surgery went well,” Mrazek said in the 
video clip. “It’s time to recover and try to get back as soon as 
possible. I cannot wait to be back on the ice with the boys 
and fight for every win.” 

Mrazek, 28, was injured early in Saturday’s game against the 
Dallas Stars at PNC Arena. Canes forward Max McCormick, 
backchecking on defense, collided with Mrazek in the 
crease. 

Mrazek, who led the NHL with a 0.99 goals-against average 
and .955 save percentage this season, immediately dropped 
his gloves and was in much pain as trainer Doug Bennett 
rushed out on the ice. He was replaced by James Reimer as 
the Canes (6-1-0) won the game 4-1. 

Mrazek said on his Instagram page Tuesday that he would 
undergo surgery in Vail, Colorado, on his right thumb. The 

Hurricanes said Wednesday the surgery had been done and 
said there was no set timetable for his return. 

“We kind of knew the other day that it would be long-term 
injury,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a Wednesday 
media call. “It’s a big blow, obviously, and especially this 
year. You’re going to need both goalies for sure. So that’s a 
big blow.” 

Reimer won Sunday’s game in a shootout with the Stars, 
then another shootout Tuesday with the Chicago Blackhawks 
as the Canes began a six-game road trip. The Canes and 
Blackhawks play again Thursday at the United Center. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, who was recalled from the team’s taxi 
squad to be the No. 2 goalie, is expected to get his first start 
in the next few games -- Carolina has back-to-back games 
with Columbus on Sunday and Monday. 

Canes forward Martin Necas, a fellow Czech, said he spoke 
with Mrazek after Tuesday’s game. 

“He said he feels pretty good,” Necas said Wednesday on a 
media call. “He said (the thumb) was a little painful and said 
he couldn’t even move it for a little bit. He said he feels good. 
Hopefully he’ll be ready ... 

Necas said “in a few weeks” but quickly revised that answer 
to say he wasn’t sure how long Mrazek would be sidelined 
and added, “He said he feels well, so we’ll see.”

 

Could Canes leave PNC Arena for new home in downtown Raleigh?  

By Anna Johnson and Luke DeCock  

Should the Carolina Hurricanes remain at an improved PNC 
Arena? Or should the professional hockey team move to a 
yet-to-be-identified downtown stadium?  

Raleigh, Wake County, and business and tourism 
organizations will soon convene a group to find out, said 
Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin. 

“There are going to be a lot of changes coming, especially 
around the PNC Arena area,” Baldwin said during Tuesday’s 
City Council meeting. “And this committee needs to look at 
(whether) that’s the right place to continue to support.  

“Should we continue to put money into renovations? What 
should we do five years from now? Ten years from now?” 
she said. “How do we make sure the Hurricanes have a 
home they can be proud of and, also, (are) there other 
options?” 

The Raleigh Chamber of Commerce should lead the group, 
Baldwin added, noting that the recent distribution of tourism 
dollars for the arena calls for the city and county to do a long-
term study of it and other options.  

If community leaders consider replacing PNC Arena with a 
new stadium in downtown Raleigh, the project will likely find 
itself competing against Downtown South, a proposed, 
massive sports and entertainment complex.  

A five-year deal 

The Hurricanes and the Centennial Authority, which 
oversees the arena, agreed in May on terms for a five-year 
lease extension that would keep the team at PNC Arena 
through 2029.  

While that extension has yet to be finalized — the team and 
the authority continue to exchange drafts — both parties 
agreed the additional time should be used to determine the 
future of the arena. 

“The long-term goal is to do the development around the 
arena,” Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon said in May. “Or it 
gives us time to work on something (else) for the long term, 
whatever that is.” 

The city and county approved the annual distribution of $9 
million in hotel and restaurant tax money to the arena 
through 2029 in October. Future funding was contingent 
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upon a joint city and county study of future arena options, 
they said. 

“That’s the reason we’re working on this five-year extension 
instead of a 25-year extension,” arena authority chairman 
Tom McCormick said Wednesday. “The idea was to have 
people determine whether we need a brand spanking new 
arena downtown or stay where PNC is now and spend a 
significant amount of money to upgrade PNC.  

“The business about the Chamber of Commerce is news to 
me,” he said. “I have no comment on that.” 

The Centennial Authority is scheduled to have its quarterly 
meeting Thursday. McCormick said the lease extension is 
not ready for approval. 

Development at PNC 

The study group would assess what would have to happen to 
modernize PNC Arena and the area around it, while also 
exploring whether to build a replacement arena downtown or 
elsewhere. 

Both have their disadvantages. Adding restaurants and bars 
around the arena would require N.C. State University to 
sacrifice football parking spots, something the university has 
been unwilling to support before. New athletics director Boo 
Corrigan, however, has expressed interest in how 
development around the arena and Carter-Finley Stadium 
could benefit the school. 

“Everybody loves tailgating at N.C. State games,” Baldwin 
said. “When you go to a Hurricanes playoff game, people 
love tailgating and being out there.  

“But what we are seeing across the country is people want 
that experience where they park, go to a restaurant, a bar, 
hang out and go to the game,” she said. “Everybody at the 
table is going to have to decide: Is that something you can 
do at PNC?”  

A downtown stadium 

Building elsewhere would be astronomically expensive both 
to buy desirable land and construct an arena. Milwaukee’s 
new NBA arena, which opened in 2018, cost $525 million. 
That would also leave N.C. State with a decision: stay at 
PNC Arena as the only tenant, move to the new arena or 
construct an arena of its own on Centennial Campus. 

But downtown Raleigh has been the primary alternative 
discussed if the Hurricanes move out of PNC.  

“Now where downtown has yet to be determined,” Baldwin 
said. “People, at some points, have mentioned the Red Hat 

Amphitheater site. It’s a small site. It would require a street 
closure. So would that be under consideration? I don’t know.”  

The amphitheater was always meant to be temporary, a 
placeholder for future expansion of the Raleigh Convention 
Center. The Dix Park Master Plan proposes a 7,000 seat 
amphitheater as an alternative to Red Hat.  

“If that could be a shared facility (with the convention center) 
I think that’s something we would have to consider,” Baldwin 
said. “But, again, I think we all need to be flexible with the 
options.”  

Downtown South  

But there’s also Downtown South, the massive sports and 
entertainment district planned for a mile outside the 
downtown core.  

John Kane, of Kane Realty Corp., and Steve Malik, owner of 
the North Carolina Courage and North Carolina FC, want to 
transform 140 acres near South Saunders Street, Interstate 
40 and South Wilmington Street into a new southern 
entryway into downtown. There are plans for housing, stores, 
restaurants and hotels — anchored by an outdoor stadium.  

The Raleigh City Council approved a controversial rezoning 
late last year that allowed developers to close on the last 140 
acres of the project. And developers are seeking tax 
increment grant funding to help cover proposed amenities 
including affordable housing, green stormwater infrastructure 
and the stadium itself. 

Baldwin said she isn’t aware of any conversations about a 
hockey stadium being part of the project.  

“We’ve talked about a soccer stadium,” Baldwin said. “Is 
somewhat of a shared facility feasible? I don’t know. It’s 
much easier to share basketball and hockey. I don’t see how 
you would share a stadium with soccer and hockey.”  

“That would be for people smarter than me to decide and see 
if that is feasible,” she said.  

Bonner Gaylord, managing director of operations for Kane 
Realty, did not respond to a text message from The News & 
Observer.  

If Downtown South continues to move forward and a new 
arena is deemed the best option for the Hurricanes, Raleigh 
and others will have to decide if downtown can support two 
major sports venues.  

“That’s going to have to be part of the study,” Baldwin said. 
“Let’s face it, building a new arena would be a substantial 
amount of money. So we will have to make choices.”
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Patrick Kane, Blackhawks fight past Hurricanes to end Carolina’s 5-game winning streak  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes felt fortunate to beat the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Tuesday, winning in a shootout. 

The Canes weren’t so fortunate Thursday at the United 
Center, losing to the Blackhawks 6-4 and coming away after 
the game knowing all too well why their five-game winning 
streak ended. 

“To me, it was the special teams that lost it for us tonight,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “If you can’t kill 
penalties you’re not going to win.” 

No second-guessing that simple point. The Blackhawks 
scored three power-play goals in the first period, killed off all 
four of their penalties in the game and got enough big saves 
in net from goalie Kevin Lankinen for the victory. 

“We were bad again today,” defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
said. “We didn’t play how we want to play, our identity.  

“We were definitely sloppy. We gave up a lot of breakaways. 
Our power play was very bad. Our PK was very bad. It’s hard 
to win when you have those things. We didn’t adjust to their 
game and we didn’t get to our game.” 

The Canes (6-2-0), who have lost goalie Petr Mrazek for an 
indefinite period with a thumb injury, had a few more scary 
moments Thursday. Defenseman Brett Pesce took a puck in 
the face in the first period and left the ice bleeding. Then, late 
in the third, forward Martin Necas took a big, clean hit from 
defenseman Calvin de Haan and banged his head. 

Pesce was able to return to the game. Necas, who was 
helped off the ice, will be further evaluated, Brind’Amour 
said. 

“Those head things you never know what’s going to happen,” 
he said.  

It was a big night for the Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane, who has 
had a few big ones in his career. Kane, always a threat with 
the puck on his stick, had a goal and three assists. Combine 
that with a goal and two assists from Dominik Kubalik and it 
was more than enough offense for the Blackhawks (4-4-4). 

Some hard work below the goal line by Kane resulted in Alex 
DeBrincat scoring the go-ahead goal at 12:22 of the third. 
Kane collected a loose puck and centered it to Pius Suter, 
with DeBrincat bolting in backdoor to bang in a rebound. 

DeBrincat’s empty net goal with 13 seconds left clinched it. 

Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov each had a goal and 
assist for the Canes and Aho was denied a few times by 
Lankinen, who had 30 saves. Aho scored 75 seconds into 
the game for a 1-0 lead, and Nino Niederreiter and 
Svechnikov both scored in the first minute of the second 
period to tie the score.  

But the Canes’ spotty and less-than-aggressive penalty 
killing was costly. Mattias Janmark and Kubalik also had first-
period power-play goals before Shaw’s late strike. 

Kane scored at even strength early in the third for a 4-3 lead 
but the Canes’ Brock McGinn tied it with a shot from the low 
slot. 

Blackhawks won with speed, skill 

“They’re a fast team and they stretched us out and they’ve 
got skill,” Brind’Amour said. “What happened was we got 
sucked into that game and that’s not the game we want to 
play. 

“Our mental approach wasn’t right tonight, the way we’ve got 
to play. You saw it in spurts but it’s got to be consistent to 
win in the NHL and it wasn’t there tonight.” 

Goalie James Reimer faced 34 shots and allowed five goals. 
He also made some terrific saves but the Canes’ were too 
loose in the defensive zone and the Blackhawks too quick to 
pucks. 

“It’s not how we want to play this game,” Aho said. “There’s 
no easy games in this league. We weren’t ready from the 
start and that can’t happen.” 

NHL adds COVID safeguards 

The NHL announced new COVID protocols and preventative 
measures Thursday that the league believes can help stop 
the transmission and spread of the coronavirus. 

The league said shielding behind the benches would be 
removed to allow more air flow during games, and the glass 
behind the benches was gone Thursday night at the United 
Center in Chicago.  

The NHL asked that virtual team meetings be held as much 
as possible. The league is asking that additional locker room 
space be provided for both home teams and visiting teams in 
arenas to increase social distancing, with player stalls six 
feet apart. 

“It’ll be an adjustment tonight, and probably for the next little 
while, while we work out the kinks on all that,” Brind’Amour 
said on a Thursday media call. “But at the end of the day 
when the puck drops we’ve got to go play.” 

The Canes have had six players on the NHL COVID-19 
protocol list and had a nine-day COVID pause in the season. 
All now have returned to the team and forward Jesper Fast, 
the last to be removed from the list, is skating again and 
should play soon, Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

“It’s hard to avoid everywhere,” Brind’Amour said of the virus. 
“We’re doing the best we can. We try to limit the contact as 
much as possible as everybody tells you to do, but it’s still 
hard to avoid.”
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Hurricanes’ Tom Dundon on the hockey business and operating ‘the right way’ 

By Sara Civian 

I’ve always found the shroud of mystery surrounding 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon sort of funny. 

He’s obviously not a typical hockey lifer (or a hockey lifer at 
all), and he’s made some unconventional decisions in his 
three seasons as the Hurricanes’ majority owner. But if you 
ask him about any of it, he’ll give you an earful. No one 
brings that kind of thing out in people quite like Craig 
Custance, so Dundon’s appearance on “The Full 60” on 
Thursday is must-listen material. 

If you prefer to read or just want the highlights, though, 
you’ve come to the right place. I’ve also added my thoughts 
so some of Dundon’s answers. 

On the team’s evolution: 

“Over the last few years I’ve done less and less time around 
the team and in Raleigh … In the beginning there was a lot 
to learn and I think the conclusion I came to initially was I 
had to understand that changes were probably appropriate, 
then over time as you start to recognize that the standard 
was where we wanted it … feels like we’re on the right track. 
You can always get better, but there wasn’t a lot to add or 
learn in the last year. We had kinda gotten to a point where I 
had to get out of the way — that was always the plan but you 
never know how long it would take. Right now, it feels like 
the right way to do things. 

… When I first got here I just felt like we had to do things 
different just to change the feeling, and now I feel like 
stability and just doing it the right way — how I think they’re 
doing it now — is the right way to do it. 

… the first time I walked into the facilities I knew that they 
weren’t up to the NHL standards and the locker room had to 
be better, we needed a practice facility — those are kinda 
tangible things that aren’t that hard, it’s a little time and 
money but they were things that everyone could see that it 
wasn’t where it needed to be. There was a feeling that I had 
when I was there, around the team and the organization, that 
if we wanted to change the way we felt about ourselves and 
how we were perceived, we needed to change some of the 
things we did. Those were some of the first steps then it was 
also just people that kind of, even though they wouldn’t admit 
it probably, everyone knew we were supposed to lose, right? 
(Opposing teams) came to Carolina and they expected to 
win — it was almost a night off. I think they were playing not 
to lose … they didn’t necessarily believe they were supposed 
to win every night.” 

Thoughts: It’s been super interesting to watch the pieces fall 
into place in Carolina over the past few years. On the outside 
it might look like a complete and/or sudden overhaul, but 
when you really think about it, there was a very careful 
mixture of tangible and philosophical changes that slowly 
took place over the course of years. It’s letting go of certain 
people that, as great as they are, might not fit the plan. It’s 

having a “plan” at all. At the same time, it’s general manager 
Don Waddell being able to show free agents the practice 
facility instead of telling them the Canes don’t have one. 
Certain moves obviously matter more than others — maybe 
none more important than promoting Rod Brind’Amour to 
head coach — but all the little things and the big things 
combined are the reason this transformation not only 
happened but seems sustainable. 

On letting go of Ron Francis: 

“We tried to make it work. We talked all the time, probably 
more than he wanted and it wasn’t for a lack of trying — for 
whatever reason we just didn’t click. There was nothing 
particular — Ron wasn’t part of the problem. It was just, our 
styles were too different and it was not going to work. It 
doesn’t usually cross my mind what people will think. Life’s 
hard enough. I think about what’s the right thing to do. I don’t 
think about what people will think about us doing the right 
thing.” 

On the Hurricanes’ budget philosophy: 

“Look, I have a philosophy of ‘We’re gonna pay the players, 
and there’s not that many players that can make a real 
difference to the outcome of a game, so we have to do 
everything possible to get as many of those players as we 
can. Then there’s a salary cap so we have to be careful how 
we allocate our dollars. But the truth of the market we’re in is 
if you’re going to allocate to the top of the salary cap, even 
though from a revenue perspective, you shouldn’t be there, 
then the decision I made was that there were more, really 
good people capable of managing and working on the 
hockey side that don’t get the opportunity than there are 
great players, right. So we have to pay the great players and 
you can’t make that choice, even if it’s a financial decision 
that doesn’t make sense, you’re gonna do it because this 
sport is to win. 

I don’t believe — and other people disagree with me — that 
there’s only 31 people in the world who can do some of the 
other jobs, I think there’s more than that. So we run the 
budget on the business as it relates to the market and the 
business of the Carolina Hurricanes, not to the other 30 
teams. We run our players’ salary as it relates to the NHL, 
that’s just what we do. I’m not sure I’m right. I think it’s OK, 
but we’re not going to compete on the non-player side, with 
markets that are in a different place than we are. And look, 
I’ve owned businesses and do different things, and the 
bigger businesses pay more. That’s the way it is. 

I think if you think about how many great businesses and 
companies and entrepreneurs, how much talent there is in 
the world then, somehow, you get into hockey and people 
think there are only such a small number of people who are 
capable, I’ve always found that comical. Who created that 
lie? There are a lot of really smart people in this sport, and 
people that want to be in this sport. What I find is in hockey 
it’s more reputation, opportunity and different things. I’m 
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willing to take someone who I think is really talented and give 
them an opportunity, even if the world doesn’t agree. 

Rod’s probably a good example — he was an assistant 
coach that never made the playoffs, and I promise when I got 
here I didn’t think I’d be hiring an assistant coach who had 
been around the team for years to be a head coach.” 

Thoughts: An attitude like this has been a long time coming 
in the NHL. I’ve been noticing the Seattle Kraken’s excellent 
hires across the board like everyone else, but I’d argue we 
might look back in a decade or two and realize Dundon was 
an OG pioneer of giving outside-the-box hires an opportunity 
and reaping the benefits such as Brind’Amour and assistant 
general managers Eric Tulsky and Darren Yorke, for 
example. With Dundon’s philosophy, though, I do wonder 
what happens when these up-and-coming people prove 
themselves to the point of earning raises, or when other 
owners adopt the same philosophy and create competition 
with this to the point where they have the option to take a 
higher-paying job off the bat elsewhere. Throughout this 
interview he did seem willing to adapt when necessary, so 
cross that bridge when we come to it? 

On Brind’Amour’s upcoming contract negotiations: 

“You’re around this person and you see how people respond 
to him, his work ethic, all his other great qualities and you 
give him the job and people think it’s because you don’t want 
to spend money — it had nothing to do with money. I had 
found someone I thought could give us the best chance to 
win at a price I thought was right for this team. If I couldn’t 
have found a GM or a coach like that, if I was wrong then I 
would’ve changed my philosophy. I’m not gonna lose 
because I don’t want to spend an extra X dollars — that 
would be insane, right? To have a $90 million player budget 
like we did last year and try to get smart over $100,000. But 
until I was proven that I couldn’t find really good people at a 
price that felt fair for the market and situation we were in. 
Everybody can do it however they want to do it, but I’m pretty 
certain I can find the right people at the right price. 

… Look, there’s lots of people that can do it, but I don’t think 
there’s anybody that can do it like him. He’s one of the best, 
of all the people I’ve ever hired or that have worked with me, 
he might be the best. And if he’s not the best, he’s definitely 
one of them. We’ve gotta figure that out, right? We’re going 
to work it out and this will be an example where I’ll have to 
change my philosophy a bit here because of this unique 
situation we’re in because he’s that good. It’s not as if we 
hired him and knew it would turn out like this — I thought it 
would, but I’ve been wrong before, and it probably turned out 
better than I ever would have expected.” 

Thoughts: To me, this situation is about more than just 
Brind’Amour getting the paycheck he deserves. If you know 
him, you know he’s thinking about how his next contract will 
impact his staff’s contracts and those of coaches around the 
league. He has a tough responsibility to set a certain tone 
that you know he will follow through on, and Dundon has a 
responsibility to change his philosophy in this situation, as he 
mentioned. 

On the current front office structure: 

“Ron (Francis) had hired Darren Yorke and Eric Tulsky, 
they’ve been here for a while, and one of the really good 
things about Don is he agrees with the idea that we’ve got a 
lot of people that know hockey around here and they should 
all get a say and we want everyone to feel important. In 
essence, everyone kinda has a veto, right? We don’t do 
anything without trying to get everyone to engage — watch 
the player, talk to people, read the reports, look at the 
analytics, understand that outside of some of the players 
everyone can see are the best, there’s some nuance here. I 
think the biggest thing is Don doesn’t have an ego about this 
stuff. He’s a really good facilitator, he’s just a good person 
who, he’ll call and say, ‘Hey we’re thinking about doing this, 
and I’m like, ‘I don’t care.’ I don’t want to use the word 
‘respectful,’ but he’s aware enough that it’s not that hard to 
keep everyone included, even on things that might seem not 
worth the extra couple phone calls. I think just creating that 
culture. 

And on Tulsky: “Having someone that smart that just 
understands and loves hockey is just, a unique thing. It’s 
easy to think, ‘Oh you do analytics, just stay over there and 
do it.’ And I don’t think that’s right. I think you want to give 
him exposure to the hockey side as much as possible 
because he’s a smart person who can take that non-
analytical side and use that information to do his job really 
well. You want people to read his information and they don’t 
have to agree with it, but they have to absorb it and it’s a 
piece of the puzzle. I still believe that people have to believe 
what they see more than what they read, but why would you 
not have both?” 

On Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie Hamilton’s upcoming 
contract negotiations: 

“Well look, they’re great players and you want to have great 
players. We spend to the cap, so it’s how do we allocate 
those dollars? If Andrei ever played anywhere else it would 
crush me, so it would be hard to imagine that happening — 
we just gotta work it out. Dougie’s harder — he’s been so, so 
good. He’s a good person, he’s been a great teammate, he’s 
a great player, but it’s difficult when someone’s close to 
being a UFA. So we have to figure out how to make it fit and 
how does it work for everybody? It’s a little easier when 
there’s some years of control … I can’t perfectly know what 
each individual thinks, you just don’t know. They have 
agents, other influences but I think our philosophy is to have 
great players, and if you have to pay your great players 
market value you’re going to do that — there’s no other 
option. Figuring out what market value is, though, within a 
range that allows you to be competitive is just something 
we’ll have to work through together. I don’t have any 
intention of letting good players leave, but sometimes you 
have to. We want to have the best chance to win every game 
forever, not just today or not just next year. We’re not going 
to make decisions that will make us better now but worse in 
the future. 

Don’s dealing with (the contracts), I have nothing to do with 
it. I guess it’s probably not that close or I’d know. Those 
bigger, long-term deals move so slow and I would be the 
kind to just get in a room, fight it out for two hours and get a 
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deal done, but that’s not how it works so I’d rather just stay 
out of it.” 

Thoughts: This is consistent with what has been my 
understanding of the upcoming negotiations all along. 
Clearly, Dundon sees Svechnikov as a franchise player for 

not just his talent but also his personality. The Canes 
obviously want to keep both Svechnikov and Hamilton — 
and it gets trickier with a UFA approaching the biggest 
contract of his career — but if they’re for real about their 
mentality with their ‘spend on the game-changers’ mentality, 
they’ll figure it out.

 

Miscues, penalty kill undo Hurricanes in 6-4 loss to Blackhawks 

Carolina's five-game winning streak was snapped with a loss 
in Chicago 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Carolina Hurricanes allowed three first period power 
play goals to the Blackhawks and, despite coming back and 
tying the game twice, lost 6-4 Thursday in Chicago. 

Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter, Andrei Svechnikov and 
Brock McGinn scored for the Hurricanes, and James Reimer 
lost for the first time this season, stopping 29 of 34 shots. 
Carolina dropped to 6-2-0 (12 points) with the loss, while 
Chicago improved to 4-4-4 (12 points). 

Three Thoughts 

1. Coach Rod Brind’Amour was disappointed with Carolina’s 
play Tuesday against the Blackhawks but said his team 
would take the two points and forget about it. Maybe they 
should have remembered. 

While it wasn’t the same type of game Thursday, the 
Hurricanes were still off — and this time, they ended up with 
a loss. 

“I think we were bad again today,” defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton said. “We didn’t play how we want to play, our 
identity. … We need to be better, so it’s a little bit of a wake-
up call for us, for sure.” 

On top of allowing Chicago’s power play to run wild in the 
opening frame, Carolina shot itself in the foot with mistakes. 

On the Blackhawks’ fourth goal, Jaccob Slavin was unable to 
contain Patrick Kane’s rush down the right wing and, after 
Reimer made an initial stop, Slavin kicked the rebound in the 
net and collided with the Carolina goalie. After review, it was 
ruled a good goal and the delayed penalty on Slavin was 
wiped away just over five minutes into the third. 

On Alex DeBrincat’s winner at 12:22, the Hurricanes were so 
disheveled in their own end that Chicago had three Grade-A 
chances, the final being DeBrincat’s that he backhanded into 
an open net. 

2. The penalty kill, which was so good before wheels 
touched down in Chicago earlier in the week, fell apart in two 

games against the Blackhawks. After allowing a goal 
Tuesday, the Carolina PK gave up three in the first period. 

“We gave away the game in the first period,” Brind’Amour 
said. “If you can’t kill penalties, you’re not going to win.” 

The Hurricanes’ power play, meanwhile, went 0-for-4. 

“We got back in the game and then our power play just failed 
tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “Special teams are what the 
difference was tonight.” 

3. Hamilton is just over a year removed from the surgery he 
had to repair a broken fibula. That’s plenty of time to recover, 
but it’s also worth considering he’s now played just 13 games 
in 12-plus months. 

Furthermore, it’s been a disjointed 13 games. He missed the 
return-to-play series against the Rangers, then played five 
games in eight days in the 4-1 series loss to Boston in mid-
August. Next up was the 4½-month offseason, then three 
games in five nights to open the 2020-21 campaign last 
month before the team was shut down due to the 
coronavirus. 

That led to nine days without a game before Carolina 
resumed play Jan. 28. He played three games without Slavin 
— one of the COVID misfits — and has now had his partner 
back for two games. 

That’s not exactly a recipe to get back into the groove. 

“I feel fine. I don’t feel amazing,” Hamilton said after the 
game. “I know I can be better, and I’m trying to figure out 
ways to better and get a feel and get my game back to how I 
know I can play. I’ve played only, I don’t know, 14, 13 games 
in 12 months or something. 

“So there’s some plays where I definitely feel I’m going to get 
better at. And I’m just trying to work every day and think 
about things and try to get into different spots and feel where 
I can be better.” 

Number To Know 

8 — Seconds between two Carolina goals in the first minute 
of the second period. Niederreiter got his fourth goal of the 
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season 42 seconds into the middle frame, and right off the 
next faceoff Svechnikov scored off a feed from Hamilton. 

It looked like Carolina would take over the game, but the 
Hurricanes scored only once outside of the first 75 seconds 
of any period — McGinn’s goal that tied the game at 4-4 
came at 5:25 of the third. 

They Said It 

“I don’t think we’re a team that’s going to beat other teams by 
skill, but we’ve been working hard, buying into the system.” 

— Alex DeBrincat, Blackhawks forward 

Plus 

Brock McGinn, Hurricanes forward — The McGinn-Jordan 
Staal tandem up top on the PK was efficient, not allowing a 
goal while the rest of the unit was mostly in shambles. 
McGinn also scored for the second time in three games, 
falling while slinging the puck past Kevin Lankinen (30 
saves) off an Aho pass. 

While there are plenty of arguments to be made for other 
players as the third wheel with Aho and Svechnikov on 
Carolina’s top line, McGinn has at least made a case that he 
deserves another game or two running with the big guns 
before being relegated back to bottom-six duty. 

Minus 

Jaccob Slavin, Hurricanes defenseman — Slavin just hasn’t 
looked like himself since returning from the COVID protocol 
list. It was undoubtedly one of those nights when the box 

score doesn’t tell the whole story. Slavin finished with an 
assist and six shot attempts (one on goal) while being a plus-
1 in 21:29. But Slavin, like Hamilton, was on the ice for all 
three of Chicago’s first period power play goals and was a 
high-event player Thursday — he was playing for eight of the 
game’s 10 goals. 

An on-his-game Slavin would have neutralized Kane on his 
third period goal, but he instead kicked the puck in and also 
ran over Reimer — a moment that surely had the Carolina 
bench holding its collective breath given that Petr Mrazek 
was hurt by a teammate on a similar play just five days 
before. 

Slavin, like Hamilton, will surely return to form, but the 
shortened season does bring with it more desperation to find 
team chemistry and cohesion. 

Notes 

Martin Necas left the game late in the third period after he hit 
his head on the ice following a hit by former teammate and 
current Blackhawks defenseman Calvin de Haan. 
Brind’Amour said he didn’t have an update on Necas’ status 
and that he’s be reevaluated Friday. … The majority of game 
was called by just three officials after linesman Tony Sericolo 
left the game with an injury in the first period. The NHL called 
the decision precautionary in a press release. … Steven 
Lorentz was reinserted in the lineup in place of Morgan 
Geekie. Jesper Fast, who has resumed skating after being in 
the COVID protocol, missed a fifth straight game. He last 
played Jan. 18, the final game before Carolina had its 
COVID shutdown.

 

 

Recap: Canes' Winning Streak Ends in Chicago 

Five-game winning streak halted in 6-4 loss 

By Michael Smith  

CHICAGO - The Carolina Hurricanes saw their five-game 
winning streak end in a 6-4 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Four different players netted goals for the Canes, but it was 
Alex DeBrincat who tallied the deciding goal with 7:38 
remaining in regulation. 

The Difference 

Though DeBrincat scored the game-winning goal in the latter 
half of the third period and added an empty-netter to seal it 
late, the difference in the game was the first period. 

Sebastian Aho opened the scoring just 75 seconds into the 
game, but the remaining 18 minutes and 45 seconds of the 
first period were a mess. The Canes were whistled for four 
penalties - one that was ruled an illegal check to the head, 

though it couldn't have been cleaner and squarer in the chest 
- and surrendered three power play goals. 

"It's unacceptable and pretty hard to win a game when you 
do that," Dougie Hamilton said. 

The Canes played with the lead for just 2:02 before Mattias 
Janmark got open on the left side and slid in a backhand 
shot past James Reimer. Dominik Kubalik and Andrew Shaw 
also tallied on the man advantage in the first period for the 
Blackhawks, who took a 3-1 lead to the locker room. 

"We gave away the game in the first period. When you can't 
kill penalties, you're not going to win," Brind'Amour said. "To 
me, it was special teams that lost it for us tonight." 

The Canes, meanwhile, were 0-for-4 on the power play. 

"Special teams was the difference tonight, for sure," 
Brind'Amour said. 
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Plus/Minus 

Plus: The first minute of the second period 

The Canes quickly reversed the rotten fortunes of a flat first 
period with a gangbuster opening minute in the second that 
saw the team score two goals in eight seconds, tying a team 
record (since relocation). 

Nino Niederreiter got the first just 42 seconds in, as he 
backhanded in a loose puck off a Jaccob Slavin point shot 
that Martin Necas got a piece of on the way to the net. 

On the ensuing faceoff, Hamilton jumped a pass at the red 
line and carried the puck into the offensive zone. He put a 
well-placed shot on goal, and the rebound popped right out 
to Svechnikov, who made no mistake. 

Minus: Necas injured 

When the Canes were pressing for another game-tying goal 
late in the third period, Martin Necas absorbed a heavy but 
clean bodycheck along the boards from former Hurricane 
Calvin de Haan. Necas was unable to brace himself for the 
fall, and his helmeted head bounced off the ice, leaving the 
sophomore forward dazed. De Haan gave Necas a stick tap 
as he was being helped off the ice under the assistance of 
head athletic trainer Doug Bennett and Niederreiter. 

Brind'Amour had no additional update on Necas' status after 
the game, but the obvious concern is his head. 

"It's never nice to see your buddy go down," Aho said. 
"Hopefully everything is OK." 

Stats Pack 

50: Svechnikov's goal was the 50th of his NHL career. The 
second overall pick from 2018 leads his draft class in goals 
(50) and points (107). 

"3 or 4": Brett Pesce took an errant puck off the side of his 
face in the first period. He returned to action in the second 
after receiving "3 or 4" stitches. 

8: The Canes have twice in team history (since relocation) 
scored two goals eight seconds apart. Before Niederreiter 
and Svechnikov accomplished the feat tonight, Justin 
Williams and Micheal Ferland did it in the first period on Nov. 
18, 2018. 

Quote of the Night 

"We're trying to get better for the next game. We're not going 
to dwell on it too much. … There's a way we have to play to 
be successful, and we have to get back to it." - Rod 
Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

The Canes have a day off in Raleigh on Friday before 
departing Saturday for Columbus, where they will play back-
to-back games on Sunday and Monday.

 

 

Kane, Blackhawks end Hurricanes' winning streak at five 

Forward has four points for Chicago, which scores three 
goals on power play 

By Brandon Cain 

CHICAGO -- Alex DeBrincat scored twice in the third period, 
and the Chicago Blackhawks ended the Carolina Hurricanes' 
winning streak at five games with a 6-4 victory at United 
Center on Thursday. 

DeBrincat gave the Blackhawks a 5-4 lead at 12:22 when he 
scored into an open net with his backhand after Pius Suter 
flubbed a shot in front. He then shot into an empty net with 
13 seconds remaining for the 6-4 final. 

Patrick Kane had a goal and three assists, and Dominik 
Kubalik had a goal and two assists for Chicago (4-4-4), 
which is 4-1-3 in its past eight games. Kevin Lankinen made 
30 saves. 

"We kind of took the first few games and threw them out, 
obviously," DeBrincat said. "We knew we had better than 

that. I don't think we're a team that's going to beat other 
teams by skill, but we've been working hard, buying into the 
system, and it's been working out well." 

Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho each had a goal and 
an assist for Carolina (6-2-0), which won 4-3 in a shootout 
here Tuesday. Reimer made 29 saves. 

"We gave up a lot of breakaways, our power play was very 
bad (0-for-4), our [penalty kill] was very bad (2-for-5), and it's 
hard to win when you have those things," Hurricanes 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton said. "I mean, we played them 
two days ago, we should know what to expect from them and 
should be able to know how to play against them. We didn't 
adjust to their game and we didn't get to our game." 

Aho took a drop pass from Hamilton and scored from above 
the right face-off circle 1:15 into the game to make it 1-0, but 
Chicago scored three power-play goals to take the lead in 
the first period. 
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Kubalik sent a cross-ice pass between Jaccob Slavin's legs 
to Mattias Janmark, who tied it 1-1 at 3:17. 

Kubalik then gave Chicago a 2-1 lead at 14:43 with a slap 
shot from the top of the right circle, and Andrew Shaw made 
it 3-1 with seven seconds left in the period on a backhand in 
front off a pass from Kane. 

"We gave away the game in the first period," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You can't kill penalties, you're 
not going to win. To me, it was a special-teams loss for us. 
We gave up two goals, really, but gave up three in the first 
period on the penalty kill. You're not going to win when you 
do that." 

Nino Niederreiter skated to the net and backhanded a 
bouncing puck into the net 42 seconds into the second 
period to cut it to 3-2. Svechnikov scored eight seconds later 
to tie it 3-3 when he shot into an open net on the rebound of 
Hamilton's shot. 

"The best part of today's game was the resiliency we showed 
to stick with it and get the game back under control after they 
tied it 3-3," Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. "The 

back half of the second period, we were good again, we had 
another push. Again, in the third, we were solid. … Really 
pleased with the response from the team." 

Kane made it 4-3 at 2:41 of the third period. His one-handed 
attempt was saved by Reimer, but the rebound hit the skate 
of Slavin, who then bumped into Reimer, which allowed the 
puck to cross the goal line as he fell into the net.  

"To be honest, just trying to get a shot there and maybe 
there's a rebound and something squirts free," Kane said. "I 
got lucky where it hit [Slavin's] skate and went in. Every now 
and then you need those lucky breaks, and it's a good 
feeling." 

Brock McGinn tied it 4-4 at 5:25. 

NOTES: Brind'Amour did not have an update on forward 
Martin Necas, who left the game with 55 seconds left in the 
third period after he landed on his head following a hit along 
the boards by Blackhawks defenseman Calvin de Haan. … 
Kane has scored 1,037 points (395 goals, 642 assists) in the 
NHL, passing Doug Weight (1,033; 278 goals, 755 assists) 
for sixth place among U.S.-born players.

 

 

DeBrincat helps Blackhawks beat Hurricanes 6-4 

CHICAGO (AP) — Alex DeBrincat and Patrick Kane 
combined for a strong finish for the Chicago Blackhawks. 

DeBrincat scored two goals in the third period, helping 
Chicago edge the Carolina Hurricanes 6-4 on Thursday 
night. 

Kane had a goal and three assists for the Blackhawks, who 
bounced back nicely after losing 4-3 to the Hurricanes in a 
shootout Tuesday night. Dominik Kubalik had a goal and two 
assists, and Mattias Janmark finished with a goal and an 
assist. 

DeBrincat snapped a 4-4 tie when he converted a backhand 
off a rebound 12:22 into the third. Kane had the puck behind 
the net and fed Pius Suter, who was denied by James 
Reimer. DeBrincat then skated in for his third goal of the 
season. 

“I was just trying to find a lane,” DeBrincat said. “Kaner can 
do anything with the puck back there, so it’s your job to battle 
in front.” 

DeBrincat added an empty-netter with 12 seconds to play, 
assisted by Kane. 

The 32-year-old Kane has 15 points in 12 games. 

“He made a couple of huge plays with the game on the line 
there,” Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. 

Carolina had won five in a row. Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov each had a goal and an assist for the 
Hurricanes. Bob McGinn and Nino Niederreiter also scored. 

The Blackhawks grabbed a 4-3 lead when Kane scored his 
sixth of the season 2:41 into the third. But the Hurricanes tied 
it again on McGinn’s wrist shot over the glove of Chicago 
goaltender Kevin Lankinen at 5:25. 

Lankinen stopped 30 shots, including a big save on Teuvo 
Teravainen with nine minutes to play. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour thought the game was lost 
before that. 

“It was a special-teams loss tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
gave the game away in the first period. (Chicago) is a fast 
team and they’ve got skill. We got sucked into that game, 
trading chances.” 

Niederreiter and Svechnikov scored eight seconds apart in 
the first minute of the second to tie the game at 3. 
Niederreiter snuck behind defenseman Nicolas Beaudin to 
backhand a puck past Lankinen 42 seconds into the period, 
and Svechnikov pounced on Lankinen’s big rebound of 
Dougie Hamilton’s shot. 

The Blackhawks answered Aho’s game-opening goal with 
three power-play goals in the first. They managed three 
power-play goals in a game only three times last season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2021 

 

“We were definitely sloppy,” Hamilton said. “The PK was 
pretty bad. We played them two days ago. We should know 
how to play against them.” 

Janmark tied it at 3:17, beating Reimer with a backhand in 
front. Kubalik gave Chicago a 2-1 lead with Martin Necas off 
for tripping at 14:43, and Andrew Shaw made it 3-1 by 
backhanding Kane’s bullet pass into the net while Brady 
Skjei was serving a tripping penalty. 

Reimer made 29 saves in picking up his first loss of the 
season. 

Brind’Amour said Necas will be evaluated Friday after hitting 
his head on the ice in the final minute. 

COVID-19 CONCERNS 

The Blackhawks have three players (Adam Boqvist, Lucas 
Wallmark and Ryan Carpenter) remaining on the NHL’s 
COVID-19 list. Carolina’s Jesper Fast was the final Hurricane 
to come off the list, following the team’s nine-day pause after 
an outbreak. He had missed four games. Brind’Amour 
remains concerned, even after the league added additional 
restrictions on Thursday, including removing the glass 
behind the benches. 

“It’s hard to avoid,” Brind’Amour said. “We try to limit the 
contact as much as possible as everybody tells you to do, 
but it’s still hard to avoid.”  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Columbus on Sunday. 

Blackhawks: At Dallas on Sunday.

 

 

Recap: Canes’ winning streak comes to an end with loss to Blackhawks 

A five-game winning streak for the Carolina Hurricanes was 
snapped Thursday night in Chicago, as the Canes fell to the 
Blackhawks 6-4. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

A five-game winning streak came to an end for the Carolina 
Hurricanes Thursday night in the United Center, as the 
Canes fell to the Chicago Blackhawks 6-4 in a thrilling back-
and-forth affair.  

The Canes (6-2-0) overcame an early 3-1 deficit with two 
goals in eight seconds early in the second period, but 
ultimately came up short as Chicago’s (4-4-4) Alex DeBrincat 
netted the game winner with eight minutes remaining in the 
game.  

For the Hurricanes, Sebastian Aho opened up the scoring 
early before Nino Niederreiter and Andrei Svechnikov scored 
the two quick goals in the second period. Brock McGinn tied 
things up 4-4 in the final period with his second goal of the 
year. 

Special teams were a particular point of weakness for 
Carolina Thursday night, as three of Chicago’s five goals 
came on the power play while the Canes went 0 for 4 with 
the man advantage. Carolina’s power play wasn’t dangerous 
at all in the outing, while the Blackhawks’ was deadly, 
especially early.  

In the nets, James Reimer suffered his first loss of the year 
after stopping 29 of 34 shots faced, though his performance 
was much, much better than that line would suggest. Kevin 
Lankinen stopped 29 of 33 shots faced In Chicago’s frame, 
and was also probably better than his numbers suggest.  

Things started out on the right foot early for the Canes, as 
Aho netted his second goal of the season just 1:15 into the 

contest. Dougie Hamilton, who worked to keep the puck in 
the offensive zone, laid off a back pass to Aho, who 
unleashed a blistering wrister past Lankinen.  

With McGinn offering a great screen, there’s a good chance 
Lankinen never saw the puck. 

That Aho opener was about the only thing that went right for 
Carolina in the opening period, as the Blackhawks answered 
with a trio of power-play tallies to take a 3-1 lead into the first 
intermission.  

The first came just two minutes after Aho’s goal, as Mattias 
Janmark made Haydn Fleury and the Canes pay for a lazy 
hooking penalty. Janmark received a good cross-ice pass 
into space from Domink Kubalik, and he beat Reimer with a 
nifty forehand-backhand move.  

After Chicago successfully killed off a penalty on Kubalik, 
Martin Necas went to the box after an avoidable tripping call 
to send the Blackhawks back to the man advantage. This 
time it was Kubalik who found the net, converting with a 
blazing shot from the point after a fortunate bounce fell right 
to his stick.  

The Canes took two more penalties in quick succession later 
in the first period, as Steven Lorentz went to the box for a 
check to the head and Brady Skjei joined him after a tripping. 
While the Canes successfully killed off over a minute of 5-on-
3 hockey, Chicago’s power play powered through shortly 
after Lorentz’ shift in the box was over.  

Andrew Shaw found space in front of Carolina’s net, and 
backhanded a second-effort chance past Reimer. Patrick 
Kane made a great pass to Shaw, and he didn’t let the 
chance slip away.  
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As poorly as the first period went for the Canes, the start of 
the second period was just as good. Carolina scored two 
goals within eight seconds of each other, both in the first 
minute of the middle frame, to tie things up at 3-3. 

Niederreiter tallied first to make it 3-2, driving to the net and 
backhanding a twice-deflected puck past Lankinen. Jaccob 
Slavin fired a shot from the point that found the stick of 
Necas and then a Chicago defenseman, ultimately finding its 
way to Niederreiter’s stick on the ice.  

On the ensuing faceoff Hamilton made a great heads-up 
play, pinching on the puck to win it back for the Canes. 
Hamilton blasted a shot that resulted in a big rebound, which 
fell to a streaking Svechnikov who slotted it home calmly into 
the open net.  

The Hurricanes had another empty power play shortly after 
the pair of goals, and then committed their fifth penalty of the 
game late in the period. This time though the Hurricanes’ 
penalty kill came up strong, with Reimer stepping up big to 
deny a good chance. The teams entered the locker room for 
the second intermission tied up.  

Kane took a penalty mere seconds into the third period, but 
the Canes again couldn’t take advantage. It was Kane 

himself that got the game’s next goal, scoring on an awkward 
play that was confirmed by video review.  

Kane carried the puck towards net with Slavin draped on him 
and drew a penalty on Slavin as he laid the puck off towards 
Reimer. Slavin skated into Reimer and the puck made its 
way into the net, putting the Blackhawks up 4-3.  

Chicago’s lead didn’t hold up for long, as McGinn tied things 
back up with his second goal of the season. Aho delivered a 
great centering pass from behind the net to McGinn in the 
middle of the ice, and McGinn rifled the finish past Lankinen. 

DeBrincat netted the game winner later in the third period, as 
a couple weird bounces led to DeBrincat with the puck in the 
crease. The Canes got one more chance on the power play 
down the stretch, but again came up empty. DeBrincat 
added an empty netter late. 

There was a scary moment for the Canes late in the game, 
as Necas took a hard hit from former Hurrican Calvin de 
Haan. Necas was helped off the ice.  

Now the Hurricanes’ road trip will move to Columbus, where 
Carolina will face the Blue Jackets for a back-to-back 
Sunday and Monday night.

 

They said it: Brind’Amor, Aho, Hamilton on loss to Blackhawks 

Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho and Dougie Hamilton 
spoke to the media via Zoom following Thursday night’s 
game.  

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ five-game win streak came to an 
end Thursday night in Chicago, as a poor showing on special 
teams led to a 6-4 defeat at the hands of the Chicago 
Blackhawks in the United Center.  

The Canes fell behind 3-1 early before tying the game at 3-3 
to start the second period, but Chicago ultimately came out 
on top to hand Carolina its first loss since Jan. 16.  

Following the loss, center Sebastian Aho, defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton and head coach Rod Brind’Amour met with 
members of the media via Zoom. Here is what they had to 
say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Martin Necas’ injury: I’m sure he gets reevaluated 
tomorrow, but those head things, you never know what’s 
going to happen there. So no real update on that on this 
point. 

On the Canes’ struggles tonight: We gave away the game in 
the first period. If you can’t kill penalties, you’re not going to 
win. To me, it was a special teams loss for us tonight. Five 
on five, we gave up two goals, really. But we gave up three 
in the first period on the penalty kill. You’re not going to win if 
you do that. 

On the first period: They’re a fast team and they stretched us 
out. They’ve got skill. What happened was, we got sucked 
into that game. That’s not the game we want to play. We 
were trading chances, and it’s just not the game we need to 

play to be successful. Obviously, to me, the first period, they 
dominated mostly because we were on our heels because 
we were in the penalty box the whole time. And then our 
power play failed tonight, too. Special teams are what the 
difference was tonight, for sure. 

On if the guys that were on the COVID list still looked 
sluggish Thursday: Yeah, because there’s such a high level 
that we expect out of them. When you sit around for 10 days 
and then try to jump into an NHL game, it’s going to be hard. 
It’ll take them a little while to get up to speed, for sure. 
Having said that, our mental approach wasn’t right tonight. 
That wasn’t the way we’ve got to play. You saw it in spurts, 
but it’s got to be consistent to win in the NHL. It wasn’t there 
tonight.  

On regrouping from the loss in the middle of a road trip: Well, 
you’re always focused on the next day. We’ll wake up 
tomorrow and this game, we’ll talk about it for a little bit, but 
then we’re trying to get better for the next game. We’re not 
going to dwell on it too much. We just can’t keep having the 
same kind of looks of the game. There’s a way we have to 
play to be successful, and we have to get back to it.  

On why the penalty kill struggled: It was a little bit of 
everything. We did have a 5-on-3 and we were doing a good 
job, and we had it on our stick and didn’t get it out. There you 
go, then it’s in your net. And they’ve got obviously a world-
class player out there that really controls the power play. You 
can’t give them second chances. It was a bunch of things. 
We weren’t aggressive enough, in my opinion. We just gave 
them too much time, and that’s death in this league.  

Dougie Hamilton 

On playing a similar poor game as Tuesday but without the 
result: Yeah, I think we were bad again today. We didn’t play 
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how we want to play, our identity. We gave up three power-
play goals in the first period. That’s unacceptable. It’s pretty 
hard to win a game when you do that. We did a good job 
fighting back at the start of the second, but we need to be 
better. It’s a little bit of a wake-up call for us, for sure.  

On adjusting to the quick turnarounds this season: It’s been 
a little different for us, I think, because we had that break or 
whatever with the quarantine stuff. I don’t know how many 
games we’ve had now in a row. It’s just hockey. We’ve just 
got to take care of ourselves as best we can, and just get 
yourself going as much as you can for these games. I think 
everyone is in the same boat. We’re playing the same teams. 
It should be everyone in the same situation. There’s no fans, 
obviously, and all this stuff going on. But we’ve got to get 
ourselves going.  

On if the poor outing was a matter of focus or execution or 
both: Probably everything. We were definitely sloppy. We 
gave up a lot of breakaways. Our power play was very bad. 
Our PK was very bad. It’s hard to win when you have those 
things. I mean, we played them two days ago. We should 
know what to expect from them, and we should be able to 
know how to play against them. We didn’t adjust to their 
game, and we didn’t get to our game. We’ve definitely got to 
figure it out in the next couple days.  

On things being stop and start for him for the last year and 
on how he feels: I feel fine. I don’t feel amazing. I know I can 
be better, and I’m trying to figure out ways to be better and 
get feel and get my game back to how I know I can play. Like 
you said, I’ve played only 13 or 14 games in 12 months. 
There’s some plays where I definitely feel I’m going to get 
better at, and I’m just trying to work every day and think 
about things. I’m going to try to get into different spots and 
feel where I can be better.  

Sebastian Aho 

On if he felt like there was no facet of Carolina’s game 
Thursday that was good: Yeah, it was not the way we want 
to play this game. That’s it. There’s no easy games in this 
league. We let that go kind of. We weren’t ready from the 
start. That can’t happen anymore.  

On seeing a teammate get hurt like Martin Necas did at the 
end of the game: I hope everything is good for him. I haven’t 
even seen him yet. I really hope that everything is OK. I 
didn’t see what happened there exactly, but it’s never nice to 
see your buddy go down. Hopefully everything is OK.

 

 

 

Wolves add game Saturday 

The Chicago Wolves announced today they will face the 
Rockford IceHogs in a 3 p.m. game Saturday at the Rockford 
MetroCentre. 

The Wolves have added the game because the Cleveland 
Monsters, who were slated to play Friday and Saturday at 
Rockford, will not travel this weekend due to the American 
Hockey League’s COVID-19 protocols. 

While Saturday’s game serves as Rockford’s opener, the 
Wolves open their 27th season at 7 p.m. Friday when they 
host the Grand Rapids Griffins at the Chicago Wolves 
Training Facility at Triphahn Center in Hoffman Estates. 

The Wolves will announce their official Opening Night roster 
this afternoon.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249007020.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/counties/wake-county/article248977420.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249021415.html 

https://theathletic.com/2367776/2021/02/04/hurricanes-tom-dundon-interview/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/02/miscues-penalty-kill-undo-hurricanes-in-6-4-loss-to-blackhawks/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-winning-streak-ends-in-chicago/c-321101008 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-game-recap/c-321037126 

https://apnews.com/article/nino-niederreiter-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-chicago-nhl-50a27af342482cd4792a1cf302585227 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/4/22267657/recap-canes-winning-streak-comes-to-an-end-with-loss-to-blackhawks 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/4/22267718/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-rod-brindamour-dougie-hamilton-sebastian-aho 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/02/04/wolves-add-game-saturday/ 

 
 
 
 

 

 

1201546 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Patrick Kane, Blackhawks fight past Hurricanes to end Carolina’s 5-game 
winning streak 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 04, 2021 07:37 PM,  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes felt fortunate to beat the Chicago Blackhawks 
on Tuesday, winning in a shootout. 

The Canes weren’t so fortunate Thursday at the United Center, losing to 
the Blackhawks 6-4 and coming away after the game knowing all too well 
why their five-game winning streak ended. 

“To me, it was the special teams that lost it for us tonight,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “If you can’t kill penalties you’re not going to win.” 

No second-guessing that simple point. The Blackhawks scored three 
power-play goals in the first period, killed off all four of their penalties in 
the game and got enough big saves in net from goalie Kevin Lankinen for 
the victory. 

“We were bad again today,” defenseman Dougie Hamilton said. “We 
didn’t play how we want to play, our identity. 

“We were definitely sloppy. We gave up a lot of breakaways. Our power 
play was very bad. Our PK was very bad. It’s hard to win when you have 
those things. We didn’t adjust to their game and we didn’t get to our 
game.” 

The Canes (6-2-0), who have lost goalie Petr Mrazek for an indefinite 
period with a thumb injury, had a few more scary moments Thursday. 
Defenseman Brett Pesce took a puck in the face in the first period and 
left the ice bleeding. Then, late in the third, forward Martin Necas took a 
big, clean hit from defenseman Calvin de Haan and banged his head. 

Pesce was able to return to the game. Necas, who was helped off the 
ice, will be further evaluated, Brind’Amour said. 

“Those head things you never know what’s going to happen,” he said. 

It was a big night for the Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane, who has had a few 
big ones in his career. Kane, always a threat with the puck on his stick, 
had a goal and three assists. Combine that with a goal and two assists 
from Dominik Kubalik and it was more than enough offense for the 
Blackhawks (4-4-4). 

Some hard work below the goal line by Kane resulted in Alex DeBrincat 
scoring the go-ahead goal at 12:22 of the third. Kane collected a loose 
puck and centered it to Pius Suter, with DeBrincat bolting in backdoor to 
bang in a rebound. 

DeBrincat’s empty net goal with 13 seconds left clinched it. 

Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov each had a goal and assist for the 
Canes and Aho was denied a few times by Lankinen, who had 30 saves. 
Aho scored 75 seconds into the game for a 1-0 lead, and Nino 
Niederreiter and Svechnikov both scored in the first minute of the second 
period to tie the score. 

But the Canes’ spotty and less-than-aggressive penalty killing was costly. 
Mattias Janmark and Kubalik also had first-period power-play goals 
before Shaw’s late strike. 

Kane scored at even strength early in the third for a 4-3 lead but the 
Canes’ Brock McGinn tied it with a shot from the low slot. 

BLACKHAWKS WON WITH SPEED, SKILL 

“They’re a fast team and they stretched us out and they’ve got skill,” 
Brind’Amour said. “What happened was we got sucked into that game 
and that’s not the game we want to play. 

“Our mental approach wasn’t right tonight, the way we’ve got to play. You 
saw it in spurts but it’s got to be consistent to win in the NHL and it wasn’t 
there tonight.” 

Goalie James Reimer faced 34 shots and allowed five goals. He also 
made some terrific saves but the Canes’ were too loose in the defensive 
zone and the Blackhawks too quick to pucks. 

“It’s not how we want to play this game,” Aho said. “There’s no easy 
games in this league. We weren’t ready from the start and that can’t 
happen.” 

NHL ADDS COVID SAFEGUARDS 
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The NHL announced new COVID protocols and preventative measures 
Thursday that the league believes can help stop the transmission and 
spread of the coronavirus. 

The league said shielding behind the benches would be removed to allow 
more air flow during games, and the glass behind the benches was gone 
Thursday night at the United Center in Chicago. 

The NHL asked that virtual team meetings be held as much as possible. 
The league is asking that additional locker room space be provided for 
both home teams and visiting teams in arenas to increase social 
distancing, with player stalls six feet apart. 

“It’ll be an adjustment tonight, and probably for the next little while, while 
we work out the kinks on all that,” Brind’Amour said on a Thursday media 
call. “But at the end of the day when the puck drops we’ve got to go 
play.” 

The Canes have had six players on the NHL COVID-19 protocol list and 
had a nine-day COVID pause in the season. All now have returned to the 
team and forward Jesper Fast, the last to be removed from the list, is 
skating again and should play soon, Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

“It’s hard to avoid everywhere,” Brind’Amour said of the virus. “We’re 
doing the best we can. We try to limit the contact as much as possible as 
everybody tells you to do, but it’s still hard to avoid.” 
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Hurricanes’ goalie Petr Mrazek: Thumb ‘surgery went well’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 04, 2021 12:13 PM 

 

Goaltender Petr Mrazek of the Carolina Hurricanes sounds like someone 
optimistic he can return from a thumb injury sooner rather than later. 

Mrazek, in a short video posted Thursday on the Hurricanes’ Twitter 
account, said he has returned to Raleigh after surgery on his right thumb 
to begin the rehab needed to return to the lineup. 

“I’m back in Raleigh, surgery went well,” Mrazek said in the video clip. 
“It’s time to recover and try to get back as soon as possible. I cannot wait 
to be back on the ice with the boys and fight for every win.” 

Mrazek, 28, was injured early in Saturday’s game against the Dallas 
Stars at PNC Arena. Canes forward Max McCormick, backchecking on 
defense, collided with Mrazek in the crease. 

Mrazek, who led the NHL with a 0.99 goals-against average and .955 
save percentage this season, immediately dropped his gloves and was in 
much pain as trainer Doug Bennett rushed out on the ice. He was 
replaced by James Reimer as the Canes (6-1-0) won the game 4-1. 

“I cannot wait to be back on the ice with the boys, and fight for every 
win.” pic.twitter.com/hK8EH68r3h 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) February 4, 2021 

Mrazek said on his Instagram page Tuesday that he would undergo 
surgery in Vail, Colorado, on his right thumb. The Hurricanes said 
Wednesday the surgery had been done and said there was no set 
timetable for his return. 

“We kind of knew the other day that it would be long-term injury,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a Wednesday media call. “It’s a big blow, 
obviously, and especially this year. You’re going to need both goalies for 
sure. So that’s a big blow.” 

Reimer won Sunday’s game in a shootout with the Stars, then another 
shootout Tuesday with the Chicago Blackhawks as the Canes began a 
six-game road trip. The Canes and Blackhawks play again Thursday at 
the United Center. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, who was recalled from the team’s taxi squad to be the 
No. 2 goalie, is expected to get his first start in the next few games -- 
Carolina has back-to-back games with Columbus on Sunday and 
Monday. 

Canes forward Martin Necas, a fellow Czech, said he spoke with Mrazek 
after Tuesday’s game. 

“He said he feels pretty good,” Necas said Wednesday on a media call. 
“He said (the thumb) was a little painful and said he couldn’t even move it 
for a little bit. He said he feels good. Hopefully he’ll be ready ... 

Necas said “in a few weeks” but quickly revised that answer to say he 
wasn’t sure how long Mrazek would be sidelined and added, “He said he 
feels well, so we’ll see.” 

HURRICANES AT BLACKHAWKS 

When: 8 p.m., Thursday 

WATCH: Fox Sports Carolinas 
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Hurricanes’ Tom Dundon on the hockey business and operating ‘the right 
way’ 

 

By Sara Civian Feb 4, 2021  

 

I’ve always found the shroud of mystery surrounding Hurricanes owner 
Tom Dundon sort of funny. 

He’s obviously not a typical hockey lifer (or a hockey lifer at all), and he’s 
made some unconventional decisions in his three seasons as the 
Hurricanes’ majority owner. But if you ask him about any of it, he’ll give 
you an earful. No one brings that kind of thing out in people quite like 
Craig Custance, so Dundon’s appearance on “The Full 60” on Thursday 
is must-listen material. 

If you prefer to read or just want the highlights, though, you’ve come to 
the right place. I’ve also added my thoughts so some of Dundon’s 
answers. 

On the team’s evolution: 

“Over the last few years I’ve done less and less time around the team 
and in Raleigh … In the beginning there was a lot to learn and I think the 
conclusion I came to initially was I had to understand that changes were 
probably appropriate, then over time as you start to recognize that the 
standard was where we wanted it … feels like we’re on the right track. 
You can always get better, but there wasn’t a lot to add or learn in the 
last year. We had kinda gotten to a point where I had to get out of the 
way — that was always the plan but you never know how long it would 
take. Right now, it feels like the right way to do things. 

… When I first got here I just felt like we had to do things different just to 
change the feeling, and now I feel like stability and just doing it the right 
way — how I think they’re doing it now — is the right way to do it. 

… the first time I walked into the facilities I knew that they weren’t up to 
the NHL standards and the locker room had to be better, we needed a 
practice facility — those are kinda tangible things that aren’t that hard, it’s 
a little time and money but they were things that everyone could see that 
it wasn’t where it needed to be. There was a feeling that I had when I 
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was there, around the team and the organization, that if we wanted to 
change the way we felt about ourselves and how we were perceived, we 
needed to change some of the things we did. Those were some of the 
first steps then it was also just people that kind of, even though they 
wouldn’t admit it probably, everyone knew we were supposed to lose, 
right? (Opposing teams) came to Carolina and they expected to win — it 
was almost a night off. I think they were playing not to lose … they didn’t 
necessarily believe they were supposed to win every night.” 

Thoughts: It’s been super interesting to watch the pieces fall into place in 
Carolina over the past few years. On the outside it might look like a 
complete and/or sudden overhaul, but when you really think about it, 
there was a very careful mixture of tangible and philosophical changes 
that slowly took place over the course of years. It’s letting go of certain 
people that, as great as they are, might not fit the plan. It’s having a 
“plan” at all. At the same time, it’s general manager Don Waddell being 
able to show free agents the practice facility instead of telling them the 
Canes don’t have one. Certain moves obviously matter more than others 
— maybe none more important than promoting Rod Brind’Amour to head 
coach — but all the little things and the big things combined are the 
reason this transformation not only happened but seems sustainable. 

On letting go of Ron Francis: 

“We tried to make it work. We talked all the time, probably more than he 
wanted and it wasn’t for a lack of trying — for whatever reason we just 
didn’t click. There was nothing particular — Ron wasn’t part of the 
problem. It was just, our styles were too different and it was not going to 
work. It doesn’t usually cross my mind what people will think. Life’s hard 
enough. I think about what’s the right thing to do. I don’t think about what 
people will think about us doing the right thing.” 

On the Hurricanes’ budget philosophy: 

“Look, I have a philosophy of ‘We’re gonna pay the players, and there’s 
not that many players that can make a real difference to the outcome of a 
game, so we have to do everything possible to get as many of those 
players as we can. Then there’s a salary cap so we have to be careful 
how we allocate our dollars. But the truth of the market we’re in is if 
you’re going to allocate to the top of the salary cap, even though from a 
revenue perspective, you shouldn’t be there, then the decision I made 
was that there were more, really good people capable of managing and 
working on the hockey side that don’t get the opportunity than there are 
great players, right. So we have to pay the great players and you can’t 
make that choice, even if it’s a financial decision that doesn’t make 
sense, you’re gonna do it because this sport is to win. 

I don’t believe — and other people disagree with me — that there’s only 
31 people in the world who can do some of the other jobs, I think there’s 
more than that. So we run the budget on the business as it relates to the 
market and the business of the Carolina Hurricanes, not to the other 30 
teams. We run our players’ salary as it relates to the NHL, that’s just 
what we do. I’m not sure I’m right. I think it’s OK, but we’re not going to 
compete on the non-player side, with markets that are in a different place 
than we are. And look, I’ve owned businesses and do different things, 
and the bigger businesses pay more. That’s the way it is. 

I think if you think about how many great businesses and companies and 
entrepreneurs, how much talent there is in the world then, somehow, you 
get into hockey and people think there are only such a small number of 
people who are capable, I’ve always found that comical. Who created 
that lie? There are a lot of really smart people in this sport, and people 
that want to be in this sport. What I find is in hockey it’s more reputation, 
opportunity and different things. I’m willing to take someone who I think is 
really talented and give them an opportunity, even if the world doesn’t 
agree. 

Rod’s probably a good example — he was an assistant coach that never 
made the playoffs, and I promise when I got here I didn’t think I’d be 
hiring an assistant coach who had been around the team for years to be 
a head coach.” 

Thoughts: An attitude like this has been a long time coming in the NHL. 
I’ve been noticing the Seattle Kraken’s excellent hires across the board 
like everyone else, but I’d argue we might look back in a decade or two 
and realize Dundon was an OG pioneer of giving outside-the-box hires 
an opportunity and reaping the benefits such as Brind’Amour and 
assistant general managers Eric Tulsky and Darren Yorke, for example. 
With Dundon’s philosophy, though, I do wonder what happens when 
these up-and-coming people prove themselves to the point of earning 
raises, or when other owners adopt the same philosophy and create 
competition with this to the point where they have the option to take a 
higher-paying job off the bat elsewhere. Throughout this interview he did 
seem willing to adapt when necessary, so cross that bridge when we 
come to it? 

On Brind’Amour’s upcoming contract negotiations: 

“You’re around this person and you see how people respond to him, his 
work ethic, all his other great qualities and you give him the job and 
people think it’s because you don’t want to spend money — it had 
nothing to do with money. I had found someone I thought could give us 
the best chance to win at a price I thought was right for this team. If I 
couldn’t have found a GM or a coach like that, if I was wrong then I 
would’ve changed my philosophy. I’m not gonna lose because I don’t 
want to spend an extra X dollars — that would be insane, right? To have 
a $90 million player budget like we did last year and try to get smart over 
$100,000. But until I was proven that I couldn’t find really good people at 
a price that felt fair for the market and situation we were in. Everybody 
can do it however they want to do it, but I’m pretty certain I can find the 
right people at the right price. 

… Look, there’s lots of people that can do it, but I don’t think there’s 
anybody that can do it like him. He’s one of the best, of all the people I’ve 
ever hired or that have worked with me, he might be the best. And if he’s 
not the best, he’s definitely one of them. We’ve gotta figure that out, 
right? We’re going to work it out and this will be an example where I’ll 
have to change my philosophy a bit here because of this unique situation 
we’re in because he’s that good. It’s not as if we hired him and knew it 
would turn out like this — I thought it would, but I’ve been wrong before, 
and it probably turned out better than I ever would have expected.” 

Thoughts: To me, this situation is about more than just Brind’Amour 
getting the paycheck he deserves. If you know him, you know he’s 
thinking about how his next contract will impact his staff’s contracts and 
those of coaches around the league. He has a tough responsibility to set 
a certain tone that you know he will follow through on, and Dundon has a 
responsibility to change his philosophy in this situation, as he mentioned. 

On the current front office structure: 

“Ron (Francis) had hired Darren Yorke and Eric Tulsky, they’ve been 
here for a while, and one of the really good things about Don is he 
agrees with the idea that we’ve got a lot of people that know hockey 
around here and they should all get a say and we want everyone to feel 
important. In essence, everyone kinda has a veto, right? We don’t do 
anything without trying to get everyone to engage — watch the player, 
talk to people, read the reports, look at the analytics, understand that 
outside of some of the players everyone can see are the best, there’s 
some nuance here. I think the biggest thing is Don doesn’t have an ego 
about this stuff. He’s a really good facilitator, he’s just a good person 
who, he’ll call and say, ‘Hey we’re thinking about doing this, and I’m like, 
‘I don’t care.’ I don’t want to use the word ‘respectful,’ but he’s aware 
enough that it’s not that hard to keep everyone included, even on things 
that might seem not worth the extra couple phone calls. I think just 
creating that culture. 

And on Tulsky: “Having someone that smart that just understands and 
loves hockey is just, a unique thing. It’s easy to think, ‘Oh you do 
analytics, just stay over there and do it.’ And I don’t think that’s right. I 
think you want to give him exposure to the hockey side as much as 
possible because he’s a smart person who can take that non-analytical 
side and use that information to do his job really well. You want people to 
read his information and they don’t have to agree with it, but they have to 
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absorb it and it’s a piece of the puzzle. I still believe that people have to 
believe what they see more than what they read, but why would you not 
have both?” 

On Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie Hamilton’s upcoming contract 
negotiations: 

“Well look, they’re great players and you want to have great players. We 
spend to the cap, so it’s how do we allocate those dollars? If Andrei ever 
played anywhere else it would crush me, so it would be hard to imagine 
that happening — we just gotta work it out. Dougie’s harder — he’s been 
so, so good. He’s a good person, he’s been a great teammate, he’s a 
great player, but it’s difficult when someone’s close to being a UFA. So 
we have to figure out how to make it fit and how does it work for 
everybody? It’s a little easier when there’s some years of control … I 
can’t perfectly know what each individual thinks, you just don’t know. 
They have agents, other influences but I think our philosophy is to have 
great players, and if you have to pay your great players market value 
you’re going to do that — there’s no other option. Figuring out what 
market value is, though, within a range that allows you to be competitive 
is just something we’ll have to work through together. I don’t have any 
intention of letting good players leave, but sometimes you have to. We 
want to have the best chance to win every game forever, not just today or 
not just next year. We’re not going to make decisions that will make us 
better now but worse in the future. 

Don’s dealing with (the contracts), I have nothing to do with it. I guess it’s 
probably not that close or I’d know. Those bigger, long-term deals move 
so slow and I would be the kind to just get in a room, fight it out for two 
hours and get a deal done, but that’s not how it works so I’d rather just 
stay out of it.” 

Thoughts: This is consistent with what has been my understanding of the 
upcoming negotiations all along. Clearly, Dundon sees Svechnikov as a 
franchise player for not just his talent but also his personality. The Canes 
obviously want to keep both Svechnikov and Hamilton — and it gets 
trickier with a UFA approaching the biggest contract of his career — but if 
they’re for real about their mentality with their ‘spend on the game-
changers’ mentality, they’ll figure it out. 
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Blue Jackets stave off late push, split two-game series against Dallas 
Stars with 4-3 win 

Cam Atkinson's 200th career goal was the winner, Jack Roslovic and 
Patrik Laine added their first goals as Blue Jackets and Joonas Korpisalo 
made 24 saves in the victory. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

The goal was to find themselves.  

More specifically, the Blue Jackets’ primary objective Thursday night at 
Nationwide Arena was to locate where they’d misplaced the 
unmistakable identity they’d worked hard to forge the past couple of 
years as a team nobody enjoyed playing.  

“We’ve talked about things we need to do,” coach John Tortorella said 
after a practice Wednesday that included him imploring his team to 
search for their missing reputation. “We know what our identity is and we 
need to get back to that, of being a team that is just hard to play against.” 

As it turned out, the Jackets didn’t exactly re-establish themselves as that 
type of team against the Dallas Stars — who drubbed them 6-3 on 
Tuesday — but they did make amends with a hard-earned 4-3 victory to 

split a two-game series against the NHL’s runner-up from last summer’s 
Stanley Cup playoffs.  

Cam Atkinson netted the 200th goal of his NHL career for a 4-2 lead 
early in the third period, Oliver Bjorkstrand and Jack Roslovic had a goal 
and assist each, and Patrik Laine scored his first goal as a Blue Jacket 
since joining the team along with Roslovic last month in a blockbuster 
trade that sent Pierre-Luc Dubois plus a 2022 third-round pick to the 
Winnipeg Jets.  

Joonas Korpisalo was razor sharp in net, making 24 saves in a game that 
Elvis Merzlikins was expected to start prior to being injured in practice 
Wednesday.  

That practice elicited a plea from Tortorella during one stoppage for the 
Blue Jackets to find their identity in the rematch against the Stars, playing 
with the kind of grit and neutral-zone effectiveness that has flummoxed a 
lot of their opponents the past two years.  

“I do not think we’re hard enough to play against and we’re playing 
against a very hard team again (Thursday), a very good team,” Tortorella 
said after the practice Wednesday. “It’s a good challenge for us just to be 
harder in certain areas.”  

As it turned out, it was a spotty performance. 

At times they looked like the Blue Jackets who won 5-2 here last month 
against the defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning — 
just hours after trade for Laine and Roslovic was completed. At other 
times, they were a bit of a wreck trying to clear their own zone and 
allowed the Stars to pin the action into the Columbus end of the ice for 
long stretches. 

“We knew what to expect this game," said Atkinson, whose goal in the 
third was scored off a face-off play mapped out by he and Bjorkstrand. "It 
wasn’t even close to our identity (Tuesday). I think we kind of took steps 
in the right direction tonight, just playing that Blue Jacket mentality of 
playing hard and reloading, capitalizing on our opportunities … which I 
think we did a good job of tonight." 

Korpisalo was a huge reason the Jackets' timely scored stood up, making 
big saves from start to finish to preserve multiple leads. 

Bjorkstrand and Roslovic score in the first period, the including the latter's 
first goal with his hometown NHL team for a 2-0 lead with 3:01 left, but 
Dallas was just heating up. 

Roope Hintz capped a power play early in the second to cut the 
Columbus lead to 2-1, before Laine made it 3-1 at 7:50 with a hustle play 
that ended with a backhand that beat goalie Anton Khudobin (21 saves). 

Jason Dickinson got that one back for the Stars, making it 3-2 off a late 
odd-man rush in the second following a Blue Jackets turnover, sending it 
to the third with that same score. Atkinson's goal 3:42 into the third put 
the Jackets up 4-2, but the Stars still weren't done. 

Jamie Benn cut it to 4-3 almost eight minutes later, backhanding a shot 
past Korpisalo from the low slot with 8:59 left, and a tense finish followed. 

The Stars kept pushing for an equalizer, Korpisalo kept making saves 
and then Boone Jenner was called for tripping Hintz on a late charge to 
the Columbus net. The Stars gained a 6-on-4 power-play edge when 
Khudobin vacated the Dallas net in the final minute, but the Blue Jackets 
staved it off to collect two points on a night that didn't entirely resolve 
their identity search. 

"I thought we checked better in the second, but toward the end of the 
second, you know, we give up five or six scoring chances in the last two 
or three minutes of that second period," Tortorella said. "But you know 
what ... was it perfect? Absolutely not, but we found a way to win, hung 
out there with the goalie pulled plus a (Stars) power play (at the end) and 
found a way to win.” 
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Blue Jackets defensemen Jones and Werenski looking to emerge from 
slump 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones (3) on Tuesday scored his first 
goal of the season in a game against Dallas. 

Seth Jones and Zach Werenski are considered the backbone of the Blue 
Jackets, two young defensemen entering the prime of their careers. 

Right now, though, they seem in need of the hockey equivalent of a 
chiropractic adjustment. Coach John Tortorella did his version of it on 
Tuesday against Dallas when he split up the team's top pair because of 
their struggles. 

Jones played with Michael Del Zotto. Werenski skated with David 
Savard. Vladislav Gavrikov and Dean Kukan formed the third pair. 

“Me and Z have had pretty good chemistry together, but the team is not 
playing well and we need to find other ways to get going,” Jones said 
after a 6-3 loss. The teams met again on Thursday in Nationwide Arena. 

With Jones on the ice, the Blue Jackets have been outscored 9-4 this 
season. With Werenski, it’s 11-6. 

Savard and Gavrikov also have struggled at times, but their troubles 
aren’t as pronounced because they’re more defensive-oriented players. 
The Blue Jackets’ best defenseman probably has been Del Zotto, who 
entered camp on a tryout basis. 

Tortorella doesn’t minimize the issues with his defensemen, particularly 
Jones and Werenski, but he’s also not panicked. He reunited them during 
Wednesday’s practice, and they were expected to play together 
Thursday. 

“I'm not going to stray too far away from those two because I trust them,” 
Tortorella said. 

At their best, Werenski and Jones are among the best defensive pairs in 
the league. Werenski led all NHL defensemen with 20 goals in the 
shortened 2019-20 season. Jones is often mentioned as being a 
potential Norris Trophy candidate, given to the league’s top defenseman. 

This year, Werenski, 23, has one goal and two assists. Jones, 26, got his 
first goal on Tuesday. He has only one assist. 

“It's definitely frustrating,” Jones said. “It's hard to pinpoint one thing. I 
think, as a pair, as a team, it seems like there's been a little disconnect 
with everybody. 

“We're obviously working hard. We're trying hard. No one likes struggling. 
No one likes losing. If we could just turn the switch on and play better, we 
would. But it's not that easy. It's a hard league and there are other good 
players. We know we have to be better. We know we have more to give. 
We know, in a sense, that when we're going, the team is going.” 

Tortorella said that ebbing confidence might be a factor. 

“They're two great players, but they lose confidence, too,” he said. “It's 
amazing how these top-notch guys at certain times — during a year, 
during the career, whatever it may be — confidence is a big thing 
because it allows them just to play. That certainly is an issue. They've got 
to work through it.” 

Asked about Tortorella’s theory, Werenski said, “Confidence is a weird 
thing. When you're full of confidence, you feel like you can do anything. 
And then when you don't have confidence, it feels like nothing's going 
your way.” 

Tortorella said he hasn’t felt the need to have intense conversations with 
Jones or Werenski because of his faith in them. 

“They're very astute about their game, and they’re going to keep on 
playing and try to play themselves out of it,” he said. “Until that happens, 
we need to help out in any way as coaches and teammates and try to 
find other ways to get our offense going and get out of our end zone. 
They're just too good as players to continue where they're at right now.” 

Werenski stressed the importance to resist the temptation to change their 
games drastically. He pointed out that he had long scoring droughts early 
in his career. 

“I've had success in this league playing the way I play and doing the 
things I do,” he said. “Eventually, I'll snap out of this and help this team 
win, hopefully sooner rather than later.” 

Roster reshuffling   

The Blue Jackets made three roster moves Wednesday.  

Kevin Stenlund (upper-body injury) was activated off injured reserve, 
rookie forward Liam Foudy was assigned to the taxi squad, and forward 
Nathan Gerbe was transferred from the taxi squad to the Cleveland 
Monsters, who start their season in the American Hockey League on 
Friday in Rockford, Illinois. 

Stenlund was ticketed for a healthy scratch Thursday against Dallas, 
while forward Riley Nash returned to action after missing the Tuesday 
loss following the birth of his son, Rhett.  

New radio partnership 

The Blue Jackets’ game Thursday was broadcast on WXZX-FM (105.7), 
an iHeartMedia affiliate that on Wednesday was announced as the 
team’s new alternate radio home.  

The flagship for Blue Jackets games on radio remains WBNS-FM (97.1). 
WWCD-FM (102.5) formerly broadcast Jackets games when there was a 
conflict with 97.1. 

“We’re looking forward to working with iHeartMedia Columbus to develop 
unique activations in the future for hockey and music fans alike,” Marc 
Gregory, the team’s vice president of business intelligence and 
broadcasting, said in a statement. “We truly appreciate our past 
partnership with WWCD (102.5) and everything they have done to bring 
listeners Blue Jackets hockey over the years. Unfortunately, we were 
unable to come to an agreement on future game broadcasts.   
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Blue Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins on injured reserve, day-to-day with 
upper-body injury 

Second-year goalie was expected to start Thursday against the Dallas 
Stars. Instead, Joonas Korpisalo will start a second straight game and 
rookie Matiss Kivlenieks will back him up. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins (90) stopped all nine shots he 
faced after relieving Joonas Korpisalo in the second period of Tuesday's 
6-3 loss to the Dallas Stars. 

If Elvis Merzlikins is in the building Thursday night at Nationwide Arena, 
he won't be playing for the Blue Jackets. 

The second-year goaltender was placed on injured reserve Thursday 
with an upper-body injury and is considered day-to-day. Joonas 
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Korpisalo will start against the Dallas Stars in place of Merzlikins, who 
was expected to play in keeping with coach John Tortorella's tandem 
deployment of his top two goalies. 

The Blue Jackets recalled rookie goalie Matiss Kivlenieks from the taxi 
squad to be Korpisalo's backup and Cam Johnson was moved from the 
Cleveland Monsters to the taxi squad, which is new this season to help 
teams deal with COVID-19 issues. A taxi squad must always include at 
least one goalie. 

Merzlikins, who has split the net evenly with Korpisalo, sustained the 
injury in practice Wednesday. It likely happened near the end of the 
session, during his final rep of a 5-on-5 drill. After getting tangled up with 
a couple players in the crease, he stayed down on the ice after the play 
ended. 

Getting to his feet, Merzlikins quickly skated to the visitor's bench, 
removed his mask and sat down while Korpisalo finished the drill. When 
the whistle blew to end practice, Merzlikins skated to the home bench, 
opened the gate and stomped back to the Blue Jackets' locker room. 

He appeared to either be in pain, disgusted or perhaps a combination of 
both. 

Tortorella rarely discusses injuries or potential injuries that soon after 
they occur, so he wasn't asked for an update Wednesday. The coach did 
not meet with reporters via conference call on Thursday before the 
team's optional skate, but provided lineup details through the team's 
media relations staff. 

That's when it was revealed Korpisalo would start a second straight 
game, marking the first time this season the Jackets will go with the 
same starting goalie in consecutive games. Merzlikins' injury was later 
revealed in a press release. 

Merzlikins and Korpisalo have each played in six games, won twice and 
had similar stats. 

Korpisalo is 2-2-2 with a 2.94 goals-against average and .918 save 
percentage going into the game against the Stars, while Merzlikins is 2-2-
1 with a 2.76 GAA and .913 save percentage. 
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After so-so debut, new arrival Laine vows to be better for Blue Jackets 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

Patrik Laine was disappointed with his Blue Jackets debut, in which he 
had two shots on goal and no points in a 6-3 loss to Dallas, but his coach 
and teammates saw much to appreciate. 

For Patrik Laine, the best thing about his Blue Jackets debut might be 
that it’s over. 

“Oh yeah, I’m really happy about that,” he said after Columbus’ 6-3 loss 
to the Dallas Stars on Tuesday. The teams play again on Thursday in 
Nationwide Arena. 

Laine’s first game with Columbus wasn't a disaster. He had two shots on 
goal and four more that were blocked. Laine made some nice passes, 
including one to Seth Jones for a prime scoring chance. On his first shift, 
he planted a Stars player against the boards with a check. 

But the Jackets looked listless most of the night, giving up four second-
period goals to fall behind 5-1 before making matters mildly interesting in 
the third period. 

Afterward, Laine said he was disappointed with his performance. 

“Kind of the whole game, it was just tough,” he said. “It’s one of those 
games. Coming back after two weeks, into a new system against a really 
good team, it’s not the easiest situation. But I’m not here to make 
excuses. I’ve got to be better next game.” 

Laine, the second overall pick in the 2016 draft, was acquired with 
forward Jack Roslovic from Winnipeg in a Jan. 23 trade for center Pierre-
Luc Dubois, the No. 3 pick in the ’16 draft, to the Jets. 

Laine sustained a minor upper-body injury at the end of his time with the 
Jets and had to wait to get a U.S. work visa and then endured a two-day 
quarantine after his arrival Saturday in Columbus. 

His only ice time with his new teammates came in a brief morning skate 
on Tuesday. Rust and lack of chemistry should have been expected. 

Still, Laine wanted more from himself. 

“It was tough at the beginning,” Laine said. “My legs weren’t quite there. 
My head was definitely not there. My hands were not there. And 
obviously it’s a new system and new linemates. 

“But I’m not here to make excuses. I wasn’t at the level I need to be for 
this team to be able to win. I think that’s the same for everybody.” 

Laine, 22, is known for his powerful shot, which enabled him to score 140 
goals in 306 career games with Winnipeg. Though he had six shot 
attempts, he believes he should have taken more. 

“I think for me, I’ve got to shoot more,” Laine said. “I think it was just 
passing it too much. I think that’s just being with a new team. You want to 
be a good guy and give it to other guys as well and not always shoot it 
yourself. So in that department, you’ve got to be a little bit selfish 
sometimes and hopefully put the puck in the back of the net.” 

Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella didn’t ease him in. Laine played 
almost 21 minutes, more than any other forward. 

“I'm glad he played some minutes,” Tortorella said Wednesday. “But as I 
said last night, he can play. I know he wants more. I know he’s going to 
get his timing. I think that’s the biggest thing for him. But he did some 
good things for us.” 

Already, his talent has made an impression with his new teammates. 

“This is probably one of the most skilled guys I’ve ever stepped on the ice 
with,” forward Mikhail Grigorenko said Tuesday. “Everyone always talks 
about his shot. Obviously, he’s got one of the best shots. 

“But today, I thought his playmaking ability was pretty impressive, too. He 
sees the ice well and can skate. He’s a really big guy. It’s fun to watch. 
He’s got really good hands, and he's able to make plays in tight spots.” 

Laine’s debut might not have been particularly memorable, but he 
promised better results soon. 

“We have to play better as a team and individuals,” he said. “We’ll be 
way better on Thursday.” 
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Player milestones abound in Blue Jackets’ 4-3 win over Stars 

 

FOX Sports Ohio Feb 4, 2021 at 11:51p ET 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic scored for the 
first time since being traded to Columbus last month, and the Blue 
Jackets beat the Dallas Stars 4-3 on Thursday night to earn a split of the 
two-game series. 
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Oliver Bjorkstrand had a goal and an assist, Cam Atkinson also scored 
and Joonas Korpisalo had 24 saves as the Blue Jackets stopped a two-
game skid with contributions from their newest members. 

Laine and Roslovic came over from Winnipeg on Jan. 23 in a blockbuster 
trade for Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

“It always feels good to contribute,” said Roslovic, who also had an 
assist. 

Along with scoring his first #CBJ goal, @JRoslovic96 was glad to assist 
on @CamAtkinson13's 200th NHL goal. 

"It's cool to be a part of it and cool to see a smile on his face." 
pic.twitter.com/K652kdEZeN 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) February 5, 2021 

Jason Dickinson, Roope Hintz and Jamie Benn scored, and Anton 
Khudobin had 21 saves as Dallas came away with nothing for just the 
second time in eight games. 

“It’s disappointing we’re going home without any points from this game, 
but that being said, I thought a lot of guys played hard,” Stars forward 
Blake Comeau said. “I think if anyone asked us if we would be happy 
with a 5-2-1 start, I think everyone would have taken that.” 

Outplayed in the first period, Columbus was fortunate to jump out to a 2-0 
lead. 

Bjorkstrand got his team-leading fourth goal of the season 2:23 into the 
game when his shot from a sharp angle got between Khudobin and the 
near post. Roslovic scored with a hard shot over the goalie’s glove later 
in the period. 

“We were more confident as a group, but there were a lot of parts of the 
game that went back and forth, and we did a good job pushing back 
when they were pushing forward,” Roslovic said. 

Hintz tipped in Denis Gurianov’s shot from the right circle for a Stars’ 
power-play goal early in the second. 

Laine showed why the Blue Jackets were so hot on him when he found 
the back of the net with a slick backhand shot. But a turnover by Laine 
led to a Stars rush and a goal that went in off Dickinson’s skate before 
the second intermission. 

Second #CBJ game! First #CBJ goal! 

Congrats, @PatrikLaine29!    pic.twitter.com/ZwDYOnsI8P 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) February 5, 2021 

Atkinson tipped in a feed from Bjorkstrand for his 200th career goal at 
3:42 of the third period to make it 4-2. 

ANOTHER @BlueJacketsNHL milestone tonight: @CamAtkinson13 
scores career goal #200! 

4-2 #CBJ!!!! pic.twitter.com/9xkolBLTKy 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) February 5, 2021 

“It couldn’t have been any better and sweeter,” said Atkinson of the goal 
produced by a play the two drew up on the bench before the faceoff. 

.@CamAtkinson13 takes us through the goal that led to the smile that lit 
up Nationwide Arena. #CBJ | @shelleyhawk45 
pic.twitter.com/2lagkVdKGK 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) February 5, 2021 

Benn poked a shot past Korpisalo at 11:01, but the Stars couldn’t get 
another one, coming up empty on a late power play and an extra skater 
on for the goalie. 

TORTS CHALLENGE 

After a 6-3 loss to the Stars on Tuesday, coach John Tortorella had 
issued a challenge to his team to be more aggressive forechecking and 
generally make the game harder on opponents. That’s a style that has 
brought the Blue Jackets success in recent years. 

Torts on Cam and Bjorky drawing up their own face-off play: "That's 
great. That means they're engaged. They're thinking about creating 
offense."#CBJ pic.twitter.com/lgiUivHCBW 

— FOX Sports Columbus (@FOXSportsCbus) February 5, 2021 

“Was it perfect? Absolutely not,” he said. “But we found a way to win, 
hung out with the goalie pulled plus the power play there at the end. We 
found a way to win.” 

AILING ELVIS 

The Blue Jackets put goalie Elvis Merzlikins on injured reserve Thursday, 
a day after he suffered an unspecified upper-body injury during practice. 
Merzlikins, who is day to day, had been rotating starts with Korpisalo and 
had come on in relief in Tuesday night’s loss to the Stars. Matiss 
Kivlenieks was moved from the taxi squad to the roster as the backup. 

ICE CHIPS 

Stars: D Andrej Sekera was unavailable due to COVID-19 protocol. … 
Radulov has seven points in the last five games. … Benn has three goals 
and three assists in the last three games. … Dallas was 1 for 3 on power 
plays after entering the game ranked third in the NHL with a 40.6% 
success rate with the man advantage. 

Blue Jackets: Nick Foligno and Boone Jenner were teamed with C Mikko 
Koivu for a forward line that has a combined 39 seasons of NHL 
experience. … Riley Nash returned to the lineup after missing Tuesday’s 
game due to the birth of his first child. 

UP NEXT: 

Stars return home for eight games, starting with a pair against Chicago 
on Sunday and Tuesday. 

Blue Jackets open a back-to-back series with Carolina on Sunday 
afternoon. 
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Cam Atkinson’s milestone goal perfectly planned, and timed, for Blue 
Jackets 

 

By Aaron Portzline Feb 4, 2021  

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Cam Atkinson plowed his way to the net right off 
the faceoff, arriving on the doorstep of Dallas Stars goaltender Anton 
Khudobin at the perfect time to get the backhand side of his stickblade on 
a dazzling centering pass by Oliver Bjorkstrand. 

It was a milestone goal, a game-winning goal and, on many levels, a 
much-needed goal for the Blue Jackets. 

Atkinson couldn’t have drawn it up any better. Literally. 

The 200th goal of Atkinson’s career gave the Blue Jackets a 4-2 lead 
early in the third period of an eventual 4-3 win, snapping a two-game skid 
for the Jackets and giving Atkinson just his second goal of the season. 

“We actually drew up that faceoff play before we went out there,” 
Atkinson said. “The chances of a faceoff play working — I don’t know 
what the percentage is, but it made it much more exciting. I’ll definitely 
take that one. It was a big goal.” 
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It was a banner offensive night by the Blue Jackets’ standards. Patrik 
Laine and Jack Roslovic scored their first goals with Columbus, 
Bjorkstrand added a goal and Seth Jones had his 200th career assist. 

But the standout moment was Atkinson’s goal. 

Bjorkstrand had started the game on the fourth(ish) line but was quickly 
elevated to a line with Roslovic in the middle and Atkinson on his off-
wing. The trio started talking on the bench, drawing up a “play” like you 
would in a backyard football game. 

This isn’t exactly rare, even in the NHL. Players concoct these set plays 
all the time. What’s rare is that they work, because the best-laid plans 
can unravel for any number of reasons: a lost faceoff, a dropped stick, a 
traffic jam getting to the net, etc. 

But this time … it worked! 

4-2 #CBJ 

ATKINSON GETS HIS 200TH CAREER GOAL OFF A BEAUTIFUL 
FEED FROM BJORKSTRAND. #GOSTARS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/LNMICD2TPQ 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) FEBRUARY 5, 2021 

Roslovic won the offensive-zone faceoff back clean to Bjorkstrand from 
the right dot. Bjorkstrand gathered it and bolted wide to skate low in the 
zone, just as Atkinson powered his way through traffic. 

Bjorkstrand’s pass was something to behold. It sailed through the skates 
of Dallas defenseman Esa Lindell, followed a parallel path with the goal 
line and met Atkinson’s blade at the perfect moment. 

“Exactly how it happened is how we drew it up,” Bjorkstrand said. “It was 
nice it turned out the way we talked about it. 

“You never know if the lane is going to be there for the pass, but 
everything fell into place. That’s one you’ve got to take advantage of.” 

Atkinson was all smiles. Not because it was No. 200, but because the 
Blue Jackets desperately needed a win, and he — like a lot of the best 
players on the roster — desperately needs to get going offensively. 

“It couldn’t have been any better or sweeter,” Atkinson said. 

Roslovic, who grew up watching Atkinson as a Blue Jackets fan in 
Columbus, seemed just as excited. Bjorkstrand had the primary assist, 
but Roslovic, the faceoff winner, earned the secondary helper. 

“It’s something that’s super special,” Roslovic said. “I went up to him 
(right after) and gave him a tap and said that I was glad to be a part of 
that. 

“It’s something that’s really tough to do, but it’s cool to be a part of it and 
cool to see a smile on (Cam’s) face.” 

A majorly mixed bag 

The Blue Jackets once again struggled mightily to get out of their own 
zone, especially when the second defensive pair — David Savard and 
Vladislav Gavrikov — was on the ice. The power play was a major 
energy drain. They might have been saved by the bell at the end of the 
second period. 

But there were also some positive signs, especially when you consider 
that the Stars were Stanley Cup finalists last season. 

“Toward the end of the second, yeah, we gave up four or five scoring 
chances in the final couple minutes,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella 
said. “You know what, guys? Was it perfect? Absolutely not. But we 
found a way to win. We hung in there.” 

The Blue Jackets masked some of their woes with an awakening offense. 
Bjorkstrand scored 2:23 into the game, and Roslovic scored at 16:59 for 
a 2-0 lead despite the shaky first period. 

THE FIRST OF MANY#CBJ | @JROSLOVIC96 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/MTIO4R7FDK 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) FEBRUARY 
5, 2021 

Laine’s goal was an extra-effort goal in which he followed a floating puck 
into the attack zone, gathered it as he was spinning and whipped it home 
off his backhand for a 3-1 lead at 7:50 of the second. 

Goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, who finished with 24 saves, made a stellar 
stop on Dallas’ Miro Heiskanen at 14:59 of the second to protect a 3-1 
lead. Heiskanen was all alone in the right faceoff circle, but Korpisalo 
swallowed his shot, allowing no rebound. 

Finally, the Blue Jackets ended the game on a penalty kill, including the 
final 1:15 with the Stars (goalie pulled) in a six-on-four advantage. That 
was an enormous kill. 

“You hope they build off it when we play our next game,” Tortorella said. 
“You hope they feel better and more confidence with their offensive play 
and just seeing the ice.” 

Merzlikins on injured reserve after practice injury 

Goaltender Elvis Merzlikins was placed on injured reserve and listed as 
day to day with an upper-body injury, the Blue Jackets announced. 

Merzlikins appeared to be injured at the end of practice on Wednesday 
when a shot from a fellow Blue Jackets player struck his helmet and 
temporarily felled him. After a few seconds down, Merzlikins leaped to his 
skates and moved quickly to the unoccupied visitors bench. He did not 
seem pleased. 

After a brief conversation with goaltending coach Manny Legace, a Blue 
Jackets trainer was summoned. But just as the trainer approached 
Merzlikins, the end-of-practice whistle blew and Merzlikins rose quickly 
from the bench and walked at a brisk pace to the dressing room. 

The Blue Jackets recalled goaltender Matiss Kivlenieks from the taxi 
squad and promoted Cam Johnson from AHL Cleveland to the taxi 
squad. 

Snacks 

• Jones had the secondary assists on Bjorkstrand’s goal for his 200th. He 
had 48 assists in 2 1/2 seasons with Nashville before he was traded to 
Columbus. 

• Atkinson needed 330 games to score his first 100 goals. He achieved 
the second 100 goals in only 253 games. The only player with more 
goals in a Columbus sweater is Rick Nash (289). 

• Blue Jackets D Zach Werenski headed down the tunnel late in the third 
period with an apparent right leg injury. He returned to the bench for the 
end of the game but didn’t play in the final 4:05. 

• Bjorkstrand is the Blue Jackets’ leading point producer (4-6-10 in 12 
games), but he started the game on a line with left winger Mikhail 
Grigorenko and center Riley Nash. The Jackets lines have been a 
scrambled mess since the start of the season, so it’s not easy to number 
them. But that sure seemed like a fourth line. Bjorkstrand thought so, too, 
and said it served as motivation. “Yeah,” Bjorkstrand said when asked if 
he was “pissed” about it. “I don’t know, I thought our line played well. 
Nasher, Grigo and I … I felt like we had some good shifts. But the bottom 
line is you always want more ice time, so … use it as motivation. That’s 
always what I try to do if you don’t get out there that much.” 

• Despite his elevation to a line with Roslovic and Atkinson, Bjorkstrand 
finished with only 13:30 in ice time. Only three forwards — Nash, 
Grigorenko and Eric Robinson — drew less. 
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Unexpected struggles of Seth Jones, Zach Werenski paralyzing Blue 
Jackets 

 

By Aaron Portzline Feb 4, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Seth Jones and Zach Werenski have played in All-
Star Games, set franchise records and led NHL defensemen in major 
categories. Last postseason, two opposing NHL coaches — Toronto’s 
Sheldon Keefe and Tampa Bay’s Jon Cooper — called them the top 
defensive pair in the league. In Columbus, coach John Tortorella refers 
to them as the Blue Jackets’ “engine.” 

Yet with nearly 20 percent of the season in the books, the struggle of 
Jones and Werenski is the biggest story of the early season, the No. 1 
issue cited for why the Blue Jackets (4-4-3) are off to such a choppy 
start. 

“I lose sleep thinking about what can be said or done to get these guys 
pointed in the right direction,” said assistant coach Brad Shaw, a former 
NHL defenseman who runs the Blue Jackets’ blue line. “I know it’s 
frustrating for them to go through it. It’s frustrating for us to watch them 
go through it. 

“They’re looking like they’re not sure, which has certainly never shown up 
before.” 

The Blue Jackets, like any team, had a checklist of concerns before the 
start of the season, but Jones and Werenski were nowhere on it. Those 
two are the bedrock of the organization, the foundation of the club’s play, 
the part of the Blue Jackets’ identity that hums along while other aspects 
come and go. 

So when they’re fighting the puck and hesitating a half-second with their 
decision-making, it sends an unsettling ripple effect through the rest of 
the lineup. 

Statistically, Jones and Werenski are in upside-down world, too. They’re 
usually near the top of most leaderboards, but right now you have to 
scroll down, down, down to find them and their numbers. 

Jones has 1-1-2 and a minus-10 rating through 11 games, ranked No. 
568th among the 569 skaters who have played this season. The only 
player worse is Ottawa defenseman Mike Reilly (-11). a former Jackets 
draft pick. 

When he’s been on the ice this season (5 on 5 only), 69.3 percent of the 
goals scored have been scored by opponents. Last season that number 
was just 44.9. 

“Me and Zach have to do a little better job defensively and offensively,” 
Jones said. “We’re not joining the rush probably as often as we should 
be. We gets shifts here and there in the (offensive) zone, but no 
consistent enough.” 

Werenski is right there with him. He has 1-2-3 and a minus-9 rating in 11 
games, with 64.8 of goals scored going to opponents. Last season, it was 
just 43.7. 

“It’s definitely frustrating,” Werenski said. “It’s hard to pinpoint one thing. 
As a pair, as a team, it just seems like there’s been a little disconnect 
with everybody. We’re obviously working hard, trying hard. Nobody likes 
struggling. Nobody likes losing. 

“If we could just turn a switch on and play better we would, but it’s not 
that easy. It’s a hard league and there’s other good players in this 
league. We know we have to be better. We know we have more to give. 
We know, in a sense, that when we’re going, the team’s going, so … 
we’re going to keep working and trying, and hopefully we can turn this 
around.” 

Behind the scenes, Shaw and Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella have 
tried to help them without overburdening them. Certainly the coaching 
continues, and the video work never stops. But there’s not much time for 
meaningful practice with the every-other-day schedule, and they don’t 
want to give them more to think about when they may just need to 
simplify. 

Tortorella tried to give them a break in Tuesday’s 6-3 loss to Dallas, 
switching up all three defensive pairs. Jones skated with Michael Del 
Zotto and Werenski with David Savard, leaving Vladislav Gavrikov on the 
third pair with Dean Kukan. 

When the Blue Jackets host Dallas on Thursday, however, Jones and 
Werenski will be back together again, as will Gavrikov and Savard. 

“It has been a struggle,” Tortorella said. “It’s not through a lack of (trying). 
It’s just been a struggle. We changed it up (on Tuesday), but I’m not 
going to stray too far away from those two (Jones and Werenski), 
because I trust they’ll get their games in order.” 

It’s not that Jones or Werenski are playing in radically new ways. They 
aren’t making noticeably different decisions, either with the defensive 
positioning or their puck decisions, both Tortorella and Shaw said. 

But hesitation and indecision can lead to disastrous consequences in 
today’s fast-paced NHL. The incredible instincts that both Jones and 
Werenski possess have been pushed aside by overthinking and 
deliberation. 

“We look at these guys and they’re great players, two of the best in the 
league,” Tortorella said. “But they lose confidence, too. It’s amazing how 
these top-notch guys during a year, or during their careers … confidence 
is a big thing. It allows them to just play. That certainly is an issue they 
have to work through. 

“I don’t have to spend much time talking to them about it. They’re very 
astute about their games. They’ve gotta keep on playing and try to play 
themselves out of it. Until that happens, we need to help out in anyway 
we can as coaches and teammates to find other ways to get going and 
get out of our end zone. 

“They’re just too good as players to continue where they’re at right now. I 
haven’t had many conversations with them at all. I trust them, that they’ll 
find a way.” 

It’s a big reason the Blue Jackets’ play has seemed rudderless in the 
early-going. Tortorella gave a late-practice motivational speech to players 
on Wednesday, imploring them to re-discover their identity as a hard-
checking, in-your-face club. 

The Blue Jackets aren’t difficult to play against, and that bothers 
Tortorella. He’s scrambling to find line combinations that can find traction, 
and part of that is weaving in newcomers Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic. 

An example: 

On Tuesday, Max Domi was moved from center to wing, Tortorella said, 
because the defensive commitments of playing center ice were bogging 
him down and affecting his play. To accommodate the switch, Nick 
Foligno moved from left wing to center. 

But on Wednesday — and so we’ll assume on Thursday vs. Dallas — 
Domi was back at center and Foligno was moved to right wing as part of 
a series of new-look lines. 

Meanwhile, young Alexandre Texier, who has drawn wide praise for his 
play at center ice so far this season, has been moved to right wing, 
creating a load-up line of Laine, Domi and Texier that could do some 
damage. 

Also, rookie Liam Foudy was taken out of the lineup and sent to the taxi 
squad after struggling the last few games. 

But there’s a keen understanding that forward lines might not make 
sense — that nothing may click — until the Blue Jackets’ transition out of 
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their own zone gets crisper and quicker. That brings us back to Jones 
and Werenski, but also the Gavrikov/Savard pair. 

“The way out of this is you just have to keep doing what you do,” 
Werenski said. “You can’t change the way you play. I know there are 
guys who change their (stick) tape, do stuff like (that), but I don’t think 
that’s the answer, especially for me. 

“I’ve had success in this league playing the way I play and doing the 
things I do. Eventually, I’ll snap out of this.” 

On Wednesday, about 30 minutes before practice, the entire Blue 
Jackets’ defensive corps came onto the ice early for an extra training 
session with assistant coach Kenny McCudden. It was skills work, yes, 
but also a morale boost, as McCudden is an incredible source of energy 
and optimism in the dressing room. 

“We’ve got 45 games left,” Shaw said. “I firmly believe we’re going to love 
these players at the end of this season as much as we did at the end of 
last season. That’s where I see their games going. We’d like it to be 
yesterday, of course, but it might be (Thursday) when they start to feel 
like they’re in sync again, and when that happens — when it goes the 
other way — that’s tough to stop, as well. 

“I’m actually really excited, because I know they’re going to come out of 
this better players. I’m anxious to see how much that helps us win games 
the rest of the way. A little adversity is not the worst thing.” 
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Stars defenseman Miro Heiskanen provides spark vs. Blue Jackets; Ty 
Dellandrea expected to return to lineup Sunday 

 

By Matthew DeFranks11:13 PM on Feb 4, 2021 CST 

 

As the Stars have exploded offensively in the early going, defenseman 
Miro Heiskanen has been somewhat quiet. He had a three-assist game 
last week against Detroit, but entered Thursday with just two assists in 
the other six games. 

On Thursday night, he picked up an assist on Jason Dickinson’s goal, but 
was also more noticeable offensively in the second period, jumping into 
the rush more effectively and creating scoring chances both for himself 
and for his teammates. 

Heiskanen is capable of taking over games, as he displayed in the 
Edmonton bubble, and the Stars could use more shifts he had in the 
second period in Columbus. 

“Of course, they watch my games and know me better after two years,” 
Heiskanen said. “Maybe a little bit tougher for me to find open ice, but 
just have to find a way to find the open ice. But it’s not too big a 
difference.” 

PK is perfect: The Stars penalty kill was 3 for 3 on Thursday night, and 
only allowed three Columbus shots while shorthanded. The kills even 
created more momentum for the Stars and sapped any energy the Blue 
Jackets were building on the power play. 

In the first period, after Nick Caamano took a tripping penalty, the Stars 
actually outshot Columbus 3-0 on the ensuing power play. Dallas also 
had six of the next seven shots on goal after the penalty expired. 

In the second period, the Stars killed Alexander Radulov’s penalty and he 
responded by setting up Dickinson’s goal when he got out of the box. 

“The penalty kill did a great job tonight,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. 
“They didn’t give up hardly any chances. They did a really good job.” 

Young guns: The Stars kept Ty Dellandrea out of the lineup Thursday in 
favor of Joel L’Esperance, who played Tuesday in Columbus, but 
Bowness said Dellandrea would play vs. Chicago on Sunday. 

“Joel had a really good game last game,” Bowness said. “He had three 
really good chances. So we went that way today. Ty will be back in the 
lineup on Sunday.” 

Jason Robertson was in the lineup for the first time since the season-
opening series against Nashville. He mostly played with Roope Hintz and 
Denis Gurianov. In 11:11 of ice time, he did not attempt a shot. 

“He was OK,” Bowness said. “He wasn’t the reason we lost the game. 
Jason’s an offensive player, he’s got to play with offensive players. 
You’re not going to break up the Benn-Pavelski-Radulov line, that’s been 
carrying the team. So you put him with those guys when you can. He was 
fine.” 
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Alexander Radulov’s puck pursuit can reap benefits and sow trouble, but 
his effort is still a big net-positive for Stars 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 10:59 PM on Feb 4, 2021 CST 

 

Stars forward Alexander Radulov continued his strong start to the season 
by assisting on all three of Dallas’ goals during a 4-3 loss to Columbus on 
Thursday night. 

Radulov now has 11 points through eight games, second on the team to 
Joe Pavelski’s 15 points. 

Radulov set up Roope Hintz’s power-play goal in the second period with 
a cross-ice seam pass to Denis Gurianov, who then fed Hintz in front of 
the net. The play was perfect execution from players comfortable being in 
different spots in the offensive zone: Hintz usually is in the left circle and 
Radulov usually at the net-front, but they were flipped. 

It was also an example of what else Gurianov could do from the right 
circle instead of constantly blasting one-timers. 

Later in the second period, Radulov was initially credited with a goal, but 
it was later changed to Jason Dickinson after the puck glanced off his 
skate. Radulov and Miro Heiskanen created the goal by playing catch on 
the rush, and the tally made up for an offensive zone penalty taken 
Radulov’s previous shift. 

Radulov’s third assist came after a dogged effort to retrieve the puck in 
the offensive zone set up Jamie Benn. 

Thursday displayed what kind of player Radulov is: a skilled creative 
player whose puck pursuit can both reap huge benefits for the Stars, and 
sow trouble by taking penalties. Radulov’s effort is still a big net-positive 
and the penalties are something Dallas lives with in return for forced 
turnovers and scoring chances. 

Laine’s shadow: When Blake Comeau’s stick broke during the second-
period Columbus power play, he adopted a new strategy: follow around 
sharpshooter Patrik Laine and prevent him from even getting the puck. 

It mostly worked as Columbus didn’t even try to get Laine the puck in the 
left circle, forcing him to receive it at the point, where he wasn’t a 
shooting threat. 

“I just thought probably best to take away their best weapon on their 
power play,” Comeau said. “Obviously, he’s one of the best shooters in 
the NHL, so I figured if I stayed with him, we could just play the 4 on 3. I 
thought the other three guys did an awesome job.” 
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Ex-Stars shine: It was a big night for former Stars. 

Chicago’s Mattias Janmark had a goal and an assist, giving him eight 
points on the season. Last year in Dallas, Janmark had 21 points in 62 
games. Toronto’s Jason Spezza recorded his first hat trick since the 
2015-16 season with Dallas. 
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Behind an uncharacteristic night for Anton Khudobin, Stars come up 
short against Blue Jackets 

 

By Matthew DeFranks9:55 PM on Feb 4, 2021 CST 

 

There were moments during the Stars’ 4-3 loss in Columbus on Thursday 
night when Anton Khudobin would double-check his surroundings. 

He’d look over the left shoulder, then over the right one. He’d slide to the 
far post expecting a rebound. The puck wouldn’t be there, though. It had 
trickled across the goal line. 

The result was an uncharacteristic night for the normally stellar 
goaltender, allowing four goals on 25 shots, including a pair of tallies that 
squeaked through. Throughout much of the previous two seasons, 
goaltending has carried the Stars through campaigns. 

On an early February night in Columbus, it didn’t. 

“I hate to lose,” Khudobin said. “I hate to play like this. It wasn’t my night.” 

Dallas played well enough to secure at least one point against the Blue 
Jackets, which would have brought home half of the available points on a 
four-game road trip. At 5 on 5, the Stars held sizable advantages in shot 
attempts (51-34), scoring chances (28-13) and expected goals (2.23-
0.99), according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Roope Hintz scored a power play goal, Jason Dickinson scored on a rush 
set up by Miro Heiskanen and Alexander Radulov, and Jamie Benn 
scored for the third straight game. The play in front of Khudobin was 
stellar for Dallas. 

Stars coach Rick Bowness said his team did not deserve to lose 
Thursday’s game in regulation. 

“If we lose it in overtime or a shootout, that’s fine,” Bowness said. “But we 
played much better today than we did in Carolina. We carried play a lot in 
the game. You look at the first period, we’re carrying play the whole 
thing, we’re down 2-0. That’s hockey, right? But you persevere and get 
ready for the next one. But I’ll take that game a lot of times.” 

Even Khudobin said “I don’t know what happened, but it wasn’t my night.” 

It started just 2:23 into the game, when Oliver Bjorkstrand flipped a 
seemingly harmless shot from the boards that eluded Khudobin and 
sifted through his left side: “Hit me in a weird spot. Hit my pad and went 
through close to my glove. Just unlucky.” 

After the Stars made it a 2-1 game in the second period, Patrik Laine 
whirled a flimsy backhand that Khudobin thought he’d ticked aside: “Even 
on that third goal, I thought I stopped it, and I started moving for a 
rebound. All of a sudden, it just crawled in. I was surprised.” 

The Stars won’t have to endure many of these nights from Khudobin. 

He’s proved in the last two seasons — and the postseason run to the 
Stanley Cup Final — that he is a capable goaltender. He led the NHL in 
save percentage last year and notched more than 700 saves in the 
playoffs last season. 

When Ben Bishop had offseason surgery to repair a torn meniscus, it 
was Khudobin’s presence that made Bishop’s absence almost an 
afterthought. The lovable, undersized Russian veteran is edified for his 
ability to battle in the crease, and never give up on making a save. But 
these kinds of nights happen, especially given the workload Khudobin is 
expected to receive with Bishop injured. 

“I felt pretty good physically, mentally, but there’s something that wasn’t 
going my way,” Khudobin said. 

Encouraging signs were present for the Stars on Thursday night. 

Radulov had a three-point night, continuing his relentless pursuit of the 
puck, even if it results in offensive zone penalties. Heiskanen showed 
more aggressiveness offensively, something the Stars could use more 
from their superstar defenseman. Benn has been a beast for the Stars 
since he returned from injury, with three goals and three assists in three 
games. 

Still, in a 56-game season, every opportunity at points is sacred, and the 
Stars missed one Thursday. 

“We certainly played well enough to get a point, at least one point,” 
Bowness said. “We outchanced them. We had a lot of shot attempts. We 
deserved a point, at least, out of that game. That’s how I assess it.” 

Robertson back in: Stars forward Jason Robertson reentered the lineup 
Thursday in Columbus after spending the previous five games on the taxi 
squad. 

Robertson played the first two games against Nashville, but was not in 
the lineup since as the Stars rotated through Ty Dellandrea, Justin 
Dowling, Rhett Gardner, Tanner Kero and Joel L’Esperance to fill roles 
on the fourth line. Robertson, 21, is an offensively skilled player, and the 
Stars want to refine his game away from the puck. Robertson said he’d 
watched video from those games “probably five times” in the last dozen 
days. 

New protocols: Due to a rising number of coronavirus cases around the 
league this week, the NHL announced new protocols designed to slow 
the spread of COVID-19 inside arenas. 

There will be no glass behind the bench to allow for better airflow. 
Players are not permitted (except for treatment of an injury) to be at the 
arena more than 105 minutes before the game. Teams will use additional 
locker room space to allow for social distancing inside dressing rooms for 
both the home and visiting teams. All meetings must be virtual. 

There are currently five teams shut down from playing (Avalanche, Wild, 
Sabres, Devils and Golden Knights) and two other teams that previously 
had outbreaks postpone games (Stars and Hurricanes). 

The only Stars player currently in COVID-19 protocol is defenseman 
Andrej Sekera. 
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Stars center Tyler Seguin says his goal is to return before playoffs 

 

By SportsDay Staff 8:20 PM on Feb 4, 2021 CST 

 

Dallas’ No. 1 center is planning a return to the ice in the next couple of 
months. 

In a recent interview with GBag Nation on 105.3 The Fan [KRLD-FM], 
Tyler Seguin discussed his recovery and gave an update on his return 
timeline. While Seguin said he does not have a specific date in mind, his 
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goal is to return at the tail end of the regular season, just in time for the 
playoffs. 

“I want to get a few games in, at least to get the body right and the mind 
right on the ice especially before the games that truly mean something 
which will be playoffs, so that’s the goal,” he said. 

Seguin’s target date in is line with the expected April 2 return, which the 
Stars announced shortly after his November surgery for a “right hip 
arthroscopy and labral repair.” 

Seguin played through a torn labrum in his hip during the postseason, in 
addition to a lingering knee injury, general manager Jim Nill said after last 
season. Seguin had 13 points in 26 postseason games, and did not 
score in the Stars’ final 15 playoff games. 

When the injury was initially announced in October, it was believed 
Seguin would miss four months, but Nill said the five-month timeline is 
due to “severity of the injury.” 

By the time Seguin makes his projected return, the Stars will have 21 
games remaining in the shortened 56-game season. 
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Stars forward Jason Robertson returns to lineup Thursday night vs. Blue 
Jackets 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 3:06 PM on Feb 4, 2021 CST 

 

Stars forward Jason Robertson will re-enter the lineup Thursday in 
Columbus after spending the previous five games on the taxi squad, 
coach Rick Bowness said. 

Robertson played the first two games against Nashville, but has not been 
in the lineup since as the Stars rotated through Ty Dellandrea, Justin 
Dowling, Rhett Gardner, Tanner Kero and Joel L’Esperance to fill roles 
on the fourth line. Robertson, 21, is an offensively skilled player who the 
Stars want to refine his game away from the puck. 

“This league is very structured, and you have to learn to play within that 
structure without the puck,” Bowness said. “Offensively, they all have the 
green light: use your skills, use your initiative, do what you want. Without 
the puck, we need everyone to look the same.” 

The Stars officially recalled Robertson to the NHL roster on Thursday 
afternoon. The team also did not recall Ty Deallandrea from the taxi 
squad, or send Joel L’Esperance down, suggesting that Dellandrea 
remains out in favor of L’Esperance vs. the Blue Jackets. 

Robertson will see some time on the Dallas power play on Thursday 
night, which will be a chance to use his offensive skill set (he scored 25 
goals in the AHL last season as a rookie). In the first two games this 
season, Robertson did not register a shot on goal, and only had two shot 
attempts. 

Robertson said he’d watched video from those games “probably five 
times” in the last dozen days. 

“I’ve talked to numerous people on what I should have done and what I 
can do and how to open up more of my play style,” Robertson said. “I’ve 
been watching those clips and trying to fine-tune all those skills in 
practices, and try to put that in my game tonight. … They knew that I had 
a lot of skill and they told me that you’re heading in the right direction, 
just work on those little details.” 

New protocols: Due to a rising number of coronavirus cases around the 
league this week, the NHL announced new protocols designed to slow 
the spread of COVID-19 inside arenas. 

-- There will be no glass behind the bench to allow for better airflow. 

-- Players are not permitted (except for treatment of an injury) to be at the 
arena more than 105 minutes before the game. 

-- Teams will use additional locker room space to allow for social 
distancing inside dressing rooms for both the home and visiting teams. 

There are currently three teams shut down from practicing and playing 
(Wild, Sabres and Devils). The only Stars player in COVID-19 protocol is 
defenseman Andrej Sekera. 

Bowness said playing this season does not feel as safe as the Edmonton 
bubble because of the exposure to the general public. 

“This is a different scenario when you’re walking through lobbies and 
there’s other people staying at the hotel,” Bowness said. “You have to 
refuse, basically, to get on an elevator if they’re not part of your team 
group travelling. You’ve got strangers on the elevator. 

“Like I said in Carolina the other day, when we were getting on to an 
elevator, a couple got off and the woman did not have a mask on, so we 
don’t know: Was she coughing in the elevator? Was she sneezing? Who 
knows? You’re not as safe, but we’re following the protocol with masks 
and distancing as much as we can.” 

Projected Stars lineup at Columbus on Thursday, 6 p.m. (unofficial) 

Jamie Benn – Joe Pavelski – Alexander Radulov 

Jason Dickinson – Roope Hintz – Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano – Radek Faksa – Blake Comeau 

Nick Caamano – Joel L’Esperance – Jason Robertson 

Esa Lindell – John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak – Miro Heiskanen 

Joel Hanley – Mark Pysyk 

Anton Khudobin 

Jake Oettinger 

Scratches: Justin Dowling, Taylor Fedun. 

Taxi squad: Ty Dellandrea, Tanner Kero, Rhett Gardner, Julius Honka, 
Landon Bow. 

IR and non-roster: Joel Kiviranta (lower-body), Andrej Sekera (COVID-19 
protocol), Ben Bishop (knee), Tyler Seguin (hip), Stephen Johns (head). 
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Jake Oettinger’s competitive fire helps make him Dallas Stars’ future in 
net 

 

By Saad Yousuf Feb 4, 2021  

  

For more than three years, Stars fans have heard all about Jake 
Oettinger. He was just 18 years old when Dallas drafted him 26th overall 
in the 2017 draft, so it was obvious there would be a waiting period to get 
a glimpse of the team’s future in net. As Oettinger continued to develop, 
climbing his way from Boston University to the Texas Stars, the 
anticipation only increased. 
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Following a strong season in the AHL last year, Oettinger was on the 
cusp of being NHL-ready. But with Ben Bishop in the fold and Anton 
Khudobin re-signed, it seemed his time would come at some point in the 
future. However, circumstances changed: An offseason knee injury 
shelved Bishop through mid-March, thrusting Oettinger into the role of 
Khudobin’s backup. He’s already seen some action thanks to the 
compressed schedule, starting 2-0 along with another strong outing in 
mop-up duty. 

Oettinger plays a sport in which he’s surrounded by competitors. The 22-
year-old is no exception, and his competitive fire runs deep. 

It begins in youth hockey. Jake’s stepmother, Kelly Oettinger, remembers 
a particular game when he was in middle school. He’d had a bad day in 
net, letting too many goals slip through. The frustration on his face was 
expected. His response to it wasn’t: From then on, every time he allowed 
a goal in during practice, he’d immediately drop down and start knocking 
out pushups. It was his way of emulating the players he watched on NHL 
on the Fly, who were maniacal about pushing themselves long before the 
puck dropped on game night. 

“A lot of the things I would hear about the goalies I was looking up to or 
really wanted to be like was how competitive they were in practice and 
how seriously they took practice,” Oettinger said. “That’s what translated 
doing that.” 

That fire is what led him to split from the childhood friends and 
teammates he grew up with in youth hockey programs in Farmington, 
Minnesota, to attend nearby Lakeville North High School. 

“He had to make that sacrifice to leave that school and make that move 
because he thought it would make him better,” Jake’s father, Chris 
Oettinger, said. “He did it and he got the opportunity to play.” 

Oettinger started the year on junior varsity and worked his way up to 
being the netminder for the varsity team. In the regional finals, Lakeville 
North had to win one more game to reach the state tournament. The 
opponent? Oettinger’s old friends at Farmington. 

Students from Farmington packed the arena in full force, outnumbering 
the Lakeville North crowd. When Oettinger was announced in the starting 
lineup, the Farmington student section was chanting “traitor.” “Pretty sure 
my brother got in on some of those chants, too,” Oettinger remembers. 
None of it fazed the 15-year-old Oettinger, who played one of his best 
games in a 25-save shutout to help defeat Farmington, 6-0. 

“That fueled me a lot,” Oettinger said. “To be able to go to the state 
tournament that year, which was a dream of mine, and to have it be 
against my old teammates and brother (in the stands), it was one of my 
favorite games.” 

And the fire is what he carried to Ann Arbor, Michigan, to try out for the 
United States National Team Development Program, a four-day event in 
which he would be one of six goalies vying for two available spots. He 
allowed six goals in his first scrimmage, a 6-0 shutout loss. “We are way 
out of our league,” Chris said to himself as he watched. Three days later, 
Oettinger took the ice for a different scrimmage. This time he was 
perfect, shutting out the opposition in a 3-0 victory. Afterward, he came 
up to the hotel room the family was staying at, where his father was 
getting the luggage ready for their scheduled flight out to Minneapolis. 

“That should do it,” Jake told his dad. “I’m going to make it.” 

Sure enough, on the way to the airport, Chris’ cell phone rang. It was 
USA hockey assistant coach Kevin Reiter, informing him that Jake would 
be offered a spot to be part of the program. 

“In the blink of an eye, hockey all of a sudden became very serious for 
me, and I really started to believe that my dreams could come true,” 
Oettinger said. 

Years have passed since that moment. The kid who, by his own 
admission, was “definitely overwhelmed” on his first day of development 
camp, has blossomed into one of the most promising goalie prospects in 
the sport. He’s carried the drive that began with those self-imposed 

pushups the whole way. Working with Texas Stars goaltending coach 
Jim Bedard last season in the AHL, Oettinger heard stories of how Hall of 
Famer Dominik Hašek would allow one goal during practice and leave 
the session angry about the one that slipped through. 

Like any goaltender, Oettinger hates the feeling of letting a puck through, 
but he’s also learned to channel that frustration. Oettinger’s experience 
last season in the Edmonton bubble was valuable in developing that 
habit, as he watched Bishop and Khudobin work their way through highs 
and lows. In both starts this season, Oettinger has allowed three goals. 
Each time, he was able to hunker down and finish the games strong to 
earn the victory. 

“Goals are going to go in; that’s part of the game and part of the 
position,” Oettinger said. “The really good goalies and the ones that stick 
around for a long time are the ones that can let one in and you won’t be 
able to tell after that.” 

That’s the type of player Oettinger aims to be. He’s not afraid to push 
himself to get there. 
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Huberdeau’s hat trick not enough as Florida Panthers lose to Predators 
in overtime 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 04, 2021 09:52 PM  

 

Jonathan Huberdeau had the best game of his career, a hat trick and a 
career-high five points. 

But somehow, the Florida Panthers didn’t win. 

The Panthers gave up two goals in the final 2:06 of regulation and Filip 
Forsberg scored the game-winner with one minute left in overtime to lead 
the Nashville Predators to a 6-5 win on Thursday at the BB&T Center. 

Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky, starting his 500th career NHL game, gave 
up a season-high six goals on 41 shots to drop to 3-0-1 on the season. 
His save percentage on the season is now .881, giving up 15 goals on 
126 shot attempts faced. All four of his starts have gone into overtime or 
a shootout. 

“Big turnaround. Big swing,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. 
“Disappointed in the way things transpired.” 

It spoiled the joy for Huberdeau, who recorded his first career hat trick 
and also became just the sixth player in Panthers history to record at 
least five points in a game. Olli Jokinen has the record with six points on 
March 17, 2007. The other four with five-point outings: Aleksander 
Barkov (March 8, 2019), David Booth (April 11, 2009), Brett McLean 
(Feb. 5, 2008) and Pavel Bure (Feb. 10, 2001). 

“I’m happy to get it out of the way, the first one,” Huberdeau said of the 
hat trick, “but it would have been just nice to get a win tonight. I think we 
should’ve won that one, a tough one to lose. 

“A tough one tonight.” 

Huberdeau now has a team-high 12 points (four goals, eight assists) 
through the first seven games of the season. 

Barkov and Aaron Ekblad also scored goals Thursday for the Panthers. 
Despite the overtime loss, Florida (5-0-2) has picked up at least one point 
in every game this season and remains the only team in the NHL that 
has not lost in regulation. 
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The Panthers and Predators (5-5-0) play again Friday at 7 p.m. as the 
Panthers continue their six-game homestand. 

A back-and-forth first period featured four goals on 28 combined shots. 

Huberdeau opened scoring when he scooped up a loose puck in the 
neutral zone, flew past defenseman Dante Fabbro and laid a sliding 
backhanded shot past Juuse Saros to give Florida a 1-0 lead just 1:28 
into the game. It was Huberdeau’s 150th career goal, making him just the 
fifth player in Panthers history to hit that milestone. The other four: Olli 
Jokinen (188), Aleksander Barkov (158), Scott Mellanby (157) and Pavel 
Bure (152). 

Nashville’s Forsberg, who scored two total goals and added three 
assists, tied the game at the 9:02 mark of the period when his slap shot 
from the right circle on a power play went over Bobrovsky’s shoulder, 
bounced off the crossbar and briefly went in the net. 

Huberdeau gave the Panthers a 2-1 lead just over a minute later when 
he deflected Marcus Nutivaara’s one-timer from the point into the net. 

The Predators once again scored an equalizer with 4:12 left in the period 
when Calle Jarnkrok took a cross-crease feed from Forsberg and scored 
an easy backdoor goal with a wrist shot. 

The Panthers took a 5-3 lead into the third period after Ekblad and 
Barkov scored power-play goals in the second period and Huberdeau 
notched his third goal of the game. Ekblad’s goal, scored 54 seconds into 
the period, came on a one-timer in front of the net on a feed from Barkov, 
who slid the puck through Nashville defenseman Matt Benning’s legs 
before passing to Ekblad. 

Barkov’s goal, scored just over eight minutes into the period, came when 
he took a feed from Huberdeau and fired a wrist shot that bounced off 
Saros’ head and into the net. The goal put Barkov in sole possession of 
second place in Panthers history for career goals scored. 

Huberdeau completed his hat trick with a wrist shot from the slot with 
4:06 left in the second period. 

Nashville’s Matt Duchene also recorded a goal in the second period. 

Roman Josi pulled the Predators within one with 2:06 left in regulation 
and Duchene added his second goal on a six-on-four power play with 
58.6 seconds left to force overtime. 

And then Forsberg put the dagger in Florida’s hopes when he beat 
Bobrovsky one on one in overtime. 

FINALLY, A STEADY SCHEDULE 

The Panthers know they are going to be busy the rest of the season — 
and they’re embracing it. 

They played just six games over the first 22 days of the regular season. 
Thursday marked the first of 50 games in the final 94 days. 

The Panthers know the grind ahead but also acknowledged that at this 
point, they’d rather be playing on a regular basis than practicing. 

“I think you need some sort of rhythm to get going a little bit,” 
defenseman Anton Stralman said. “I know I do and I’m sure a lot of the 
guys on the team would agree that when you play every other day, you 
kind of get into a rhythm of game, practice, game practice. You get a feel 
for it. The body can, I guess, program for it. These disruptions that we 
had so far, although it’s totally out of our control, it’s a little bit of a new 
thing to kind of navigate but I think we handled it well. We pulled out 
points in all the games [heading into the homestand], and that’s just a 
testament to the strength of this team and the way we prepare.” 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ Prior to Thursday’s game, the Panthers paid tribute to and held a 
moment of silence for Laura Schwartzenberger and Daniel Alfin, the two 
FBI agents killed Tuesday in Sunrise while serving a warrant on a child 
pornography case. 

▪ Defenseman Noah Juulsen and forward Vinnie Hinostroza were the 
Panthers’ two healthy scratches on Thursday. 

 

Miami Herald LOADED: 02.05.2021 

1201587 Florida Panthers 

 

Panthers collapse in final two minutes, lose in overtime to Nashville 
Predators despite Huberdeau hat trick 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

FEB 04, 2021 AT 10:24 PM 

 

Filip Forsberg scored in regulation and overtime, and the Nashville 
Predators beat the Florida Panthers 6-5 on Thursday night. 

Forsberg also had three assists as Nashville stopped a two-game slide. 
Matt Duchene scored twice, and Roman Josi and Calle Jarnkrok had the 
other goals for the Predators. 

Nashville was down 5-3 before Josi scored with 2:06 left in the third. 
Duchene then tied it with his second of the season with 56.8 seconds left 
in regulation. 

Forsberg skated in on a breakaway in overtime and beat Sergei 
Bobrovsky through the goaltender’s legs at 4:00. Bobrovsky finished with 
35 saves. 

“It was obviously a great comeback,” Forsberg said. “We’re working 
really hard. Obviously had to battle back in the third and we did that.” 

Juuse Saros started for Nashville and allowed five goals on 24 shots. 
Pekka Rinne finished the game, making 12 saves. 

“We were going to drive that third period the way that we wanted to play 
and it’s nice to see you guys do it and get rewarded,” coach John Hynes 
said. “For [Rinne] to come in and play the way he played, he held the fort 
for us. And it allowed us to be able to get up and get going and get 
moving. So I think that’s the big reason why we found the way to win.” 

Jonathan Huberdeau had three goals and two assists for the Panthers. It 
was his first career hat trick. 

Huberdeau’s second goal, scored in the first period, was originally given 
to Markus Nutivaara, then to Patric Hornqvist, before finally being 
credited to Huberdeau between the second and third period. 

“I’m happy to get it out of the way, first one. But it would have been just 
nice to get a win tonight,” Huberdeau said. “I think we should’ve won that 
one, a tough one to lose. We’re back it tomorrow, but a tough one 
tonight.” 

Aleksander Barkov had a goal and an assist. He moved into second 
place in Panthers franchise history with his 158th goal, passing Scott 
Mellanby. 

The Panthers unsuccessfully challenged Josi’s goal for a high stick, and 
that forced them into a penalty situation. 

“Definitely disappointed the way things transpired,” Panthers coach Joel 
Quenneville said. 

The Panthers (5-0-2) remain the only remaining team in the NHL without 
a regulation loss and are still off to their best seven-game start in 
franchise history with 12 points, edging the 11-point start of the 1996-97 
squad. However, that team of two-dozen years ago didn’t lose a game in 
its first 12 games (8-0-4 for 20 points). 
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Aaron Ekblad also scored for the Panthers in the opener of a six-game 
homestand. 

SHOWING HIS MOVES 

Barkov had a nifty assist on Ekblad’s power-play goal when he slid the 
puck between the skates of the defender in the left circle before passing 
to Ekblad in front. 

MILESTONE 

The 32-year-old Bobrovsky, who has won the Vezina Trophy twice, made 
his 500th NHL start. 
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GameDay 7: Nashville Predators at Florida Panthers 

 

Published on February 4, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

Fresh off a weekend sweep in Detroit, the Florida Panthers are back in 
action Thursday night as they play host to the Nashville Predators at 
BB&T Center. 

Due to Covid-19 problems with other teams, the Panthers have only 
played six games in 2021 — yet are off to their best start over six games 
in franchise history at 5-0-1. 

Thursday’s game, the first of two against Nashville, will only be the third 
game on home ice for the Panthers this season. 

Florida is 2-0 at home after sweeping Chicago in their season-opening 
series in January. 

Get daily, in-depth coverage of the Florida Panthers from George 
Richards by subscribing to Florida Hockey Now today! 

The Panthers are 5-0-1 and their six-game point streak is the second-
longest point streak to start a season in franchise history. 

It is the longest since the shootout-tiebreaker replaced ties in 2005-06. 

The Panthers have not lost a game in regulation this season and go into 
Thursday as the only team in the league to not have a regulation loss. 

Coach Joel Quenneville said that Sergei Bobrovsky will start Thursday 
with the likelihood Chris Dreidger goes in Game 2 against the Preds on 
Friday night. 

It would be Bobrovsky’s 500th NHL start. 

Bobrovsky (3-0) is only the second Panthers goaltender in franchise 
history to have wins in each of his three starts to begin a season (Scott 
Clemmensen, 2011-12). He could be the first Florida goalie to start a 
season 4-0 with a win tonight. 

The Panthers have changed up their lineup a little bit since beating 
Detroit 3-2 on Sunday. 

Veteran forward Brett Connolly was a healthy scratch for both games in 
Detroit but is expected to be back on the third line Thursday. 

Owen Tippett, who returned to the lineup in Detroit after being scratched 
for Game 2 in Columbus, was returned to the taxi squad and is not 
expected to play against Nashville. 

Aleksi Heponiemi and Juho Lammikko, who made their season debuts in 
Game 1 Saturday against Detroit, appear to remain in the lineup on the 
fourth line with Noel Acciari. 

With Gustav Forsling still on the injured list, Florida’s defensive pairings 
are expected to remain the same although Radko Gudas had spent 
practice time on the second pair with Anton Stralman. 

Thursday’s game kicks off a six-game homestand for the Panthers with 
games against Nashville, Detroit and Tampa Bay upcoming. 

Ten of Florida’s 14 games in February will be played on home ice. 
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The Athletic / Jay and Dan broken up: Dan O’Toole among major cuts as 
TSN looks to ‘streamline’ 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Feb 4, 2021   

 

Dave Pogue is president of the Peterborough Petes, and he is a man 
governed by habit. He rises without help from an alarm clock early every 
morning, pours a glass of juice, has a bit of breakfast and begins a 
workout in front of sports highlights on one of only two shows: 
“SportsCentre,” or “SC with Jay and Dan.” 

“One of the best things I like about Dan,” he said, “is that every chance 
he got over the years, he would sneak Peterborough into the broadcast.” 

Dan O’Toole grew up on a pig farm just outside of town, took his first 
date to a Petes game and kept the area close even as his career took 
him to Toronto, to Los Angeles and back. On Thursday, that career hit an 
unexpected turn, with TSN including the veteran host among a handful of 
major staff cuts. 

“I’m a little shocked,” said Pogue, echoing the reaction spreading across 
social media. 

Veteran SportsCentre host Natasha Staniszewski was also laid off on 
Thursday, along with soccer voice Kristian Jack. The moves came a day 
after TSN parted ways with Ottawa-based reporter Brent Wallace, who 
had been covering the Senators. 

Tim Moriarty, known as “Producer Tim” to most Jay and Dan viewers, is 
also believed to be among the cuts. Jay Onrait, who co-hosted with 
O’Toole for nearly two decades, is said to be staying. 

Bell Media, which owns TSN, has been making deep cuts at outlets 
across Canada this week. Reporters and hosts at flagship radio stations 
in Montreal (CJAD) and Toronto (CFRB) have been terminated, and CTV 
television newsrooms have also lost staff. 

The company announced it was eliminating 210 jobs within the Greater 
Toronto Area alone. Among the reductions were about 100 workers 
represented by Unifor. A spokesperson with the union said some of those 
cuts included “technical TSN positions affected due to an increase in 
automation.” 

“We have made some changes at TSN as we streamline the 
organization,” Bell spokesperson Marc Choma said in an email to The 
Athletic. “The changes have affected some on-air personalities, who 
depart with our sincere thanks for their contributions to the network and 
the sports community.” 
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The network removed all three on-air personalities from the talent list on 
its website by late afternoon. 

“The media industry at every level is changing fast, and Bell Media is 
adjusting to stay ahead of the change,” Choma said. “We’re focused on 
investing in content creation and new media platforms and at the same 
time operating much more efficiently in a tough marketplace.” 

It is believed Onrait will continue to host the show he launched with 
O’Toole when they returned from Los Angeles four years ago. It is also 
believed their show — formerly “SC With Jay and Dan Presented by 
McDonald’s” — has retained its title sponsor. 

It was not immediately clear whether Onrait would continue strictly on his 
own, or whether the network would pair him with another co-host, or a 
rotation of co-hosts. 

O’Toole declined to comment when contacted by The Athletic, but he did 
post a message to followers on Twitter: “It was a wild ride. If you got our 
show, then you laughed along with us.” 

Viewership for TSN’s morning highlight loops have dropped from their 
peak, and overall consumption of SportsCentre has seen a double-digit 
drop over the last decade. There has been a movement at TSN to 
incorporate more content from staff at BarDown, the network’s more 
youth-focused spinoff. 

Daniel Zakrzewski made his SportCentre debut in December after 
helping BarDown create some of the most highly viewed content on 
TSN’s YouTube page. Jesse Pollock, another member of that division, 
has also become more visible on the main network. 

Salary is also believed to be a driver behind the decisions made on 
Thursday. 

O’Toole and Onrait began working the desk together at TSN in 2003, and 
they built a loyal following with a blend of natural chemistry and scripted 
comedy. Some of their segments became hits online in an era before that 
was a primary goal. 

By 2012, their show was earning notice in the United States. A profile in 
The Wall Street Journal ran under the headline “Why Can’t We Have 
Canada’s ‘SportsCentre’?” 

Less than a month later, they received a call from Fox Sports. 

They moved to Los Angeles in 2013 to work on “Fox Sports Live,” which 
was designed to become the flagship news program for Fox Sports 1. 
They were going to work with major stars from the U.S. sports scene, 
including host Charissa Thompson and retired tennis star Andy Roddick. 
They signed up for two years, with the network holding the option for 
another two. 

O’Toole was 37, and Onrait was 38 at the time. They were friends, but 
had very different lives. O’Toole liked open space, where Onrait preferred 
downtown living. Onrait tried not to let social media bother him, where 
O’Toole could sometimes let it consume him. 

When they were on-air together, though, their chemistry was evident. 
O’Toole was comfortable playing the set-up man. (“The best thing you 
can do, a lot of times,” he told The Athletic, “is to say nothing.”) 

“There’s other duets on TSN that they’ve sort of thrown together, and it 
sort of seems like it’s contrived,” Canadian comedian Steve Patterson 
said in 2013. “You don’t see those people hanging out together and 
going to a bar. But with Jay and Dan, you do. You can’t fake it — you 
either like each other, or you don’t.” 

They returned from California after their contracts were not renewed in 
2017, and O’Toole settled in a small town not far from where he grew up, 
while Onrait moved back into the city. When their show returned to the air 
following a two-week shutdown due to COVID-19 last year, they 
broadcast from their respective homes. 

“We know what people are going through,” O’Toole said at the time. “We 
know that a lot of people are wondering when their next dollar is going to 

show up in their bank account, and they’re wondering about food for the 
rest of the week. 

“If we can take their mind off some of that for 30 minutes, that’s the least 
we can do.” 

After watching him on television for years, Pogue got to know O’Toole 
after reaching out for help with Team 55, a movement designed to help 
raise suicide awareness in Central Ontario. O’Toole accepted an 
invitation to speak at a fundraising event in 2017, and helped arrange a 
virtual appearance last year. 

“There is nothing pretentious about him, and nothing rockstar about him,” 
said Pogue. “He’s just a regular dude from a pig farm. And anything 
we’ve asked of him? We get 100 percent.” 
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The Athletic / NHL expands COVID-19 protocols as increasing number of 
players listed as unavailable 

 

By James Mirtle  

Feb 4, 2021   

 

With the number of COVID-19 cases in the league on the rise and more 
games being postponed, the NHL sent a memorandum to all 31 teams 
late Wednesday advising them of four additional preventative measures 
for arenas on game days. 

The four changes to NHL arena protocols are: 

1. Removal of the glass behind the benches. “To allow for air flow to 
more easily move away from the benches where Players and Coaches 
are in close proximity to one another during games, Clubs/Arenas shall 
remove the partitions of shielding that are behind the home and visiting 
team benches,” the league’s memo reads. 

That change will be effective immediately leaguewide, with every team 
expected to have the shield removed for Thursday’s games. 

The NHL guidelines also state that no one may sit behind the players’ 
benches, including fans, medical personnel and, yes, even mascots. 

2. Limiting time at the arena. “In order to minimize (to the extent practical) 
the period of time for possible exposure and transmission of COVID-19 
while Players are gathered at the arena, Players and Coaching staff are 
not permitted to arrive at the Game arena more than 1 hour and 45 
minutes before puck drop, except to receive necessary treatment of 
injuries in advance of the Game,” the memo reads. “On game days (and 
non-game days), meetings shall be conducted virtually, to the greatest 
extent possible. Further, Players should leave the arena as expeditiously 
as possible after the conclusion of each game.” 

3. Greater physical distancing. “In order to reduce to the extent possible 
the number of Players in a room at the same time, each Club shall take 
steps to utilize (or create where necessary) additional locker room space 
for the home and visiting teams, such that physical distancing of a least 
six (6) feet between players at each of their stalls is accomplished.” 

The league is providing portable locker room stalls to teams who will be 
creating new dressing room areas to meet this requirement. 

4. Increased air filtration and air cleaning. “The League is considering 
adoption of a requirement for Clubs/Arenas to deploy portable air 
cleaners with HEPA behind the Player bench areas, in order to improve 
indoor air quality and mitigate airborne viral transmission. We will send a 
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further communication to Clubs/arenas once we have specific 
requirements in this regard.” 

Expect air filtration to be a continued focus for teams as they attempt to 
keep players safe and woo fans back over the next year, as allowed by 
local governments. 

The Philadelphia Flyers, for one, have been touting their upgraded $11 
million filtration system early this season in Wells Fargo Center. 

The league memo was distributed to all club presidents, general 
managers, medical directors, head athletic trainers, team compliance 
officers and arena compliance officers late Wednesday night. 

The rise in cases across the league has some team personnel on edge 
about whether or not the season can be completed in full. 

“They’re getting to the point where it’s ‘Play the games, do bare minimum 
and get the season done,'” one coach told The Athletic on Thursday. 

The Minnesota Wild are the latest team impacted by COVID-19 
shutdowns, as an outbreak led to the canceling of their next several 
games. The Wild are the fourth NHL team to have their season halted, 
joining the Buffalo Sabres, New Jersey Devils and Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

The Sabres announced on Thursday that head coach Ralph Krueger 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

The Devils have been the hardest hit this season. They had 17 players 
on the NHL’s daily list of “Players unavailable due to COVID protocol” 
that was released Wednesday evening. 

In all, 40 players on 12 different teams are currently unable to interact 
with teammates, attend practices or play games. 

“The league is tightening up on a lot of different things,” Maple Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said Thursday, as his team prepared to face the 
Canucks at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto. “We’re really fortunate to be 
able to do what we’re doing here and play. So whatever the guidelines 
are, we’ll follow them, and we’ll adjust and adapt accordingly and 
continue to play.” 

“We all chose to play,” Leafs defenseman Morgan Rielly said when 
asked about players’ concerns about the virus. “There was a choice 
given to us and now we’re just rolling with it, trying to do our best to stay 
safe and be aware of what’s going on and abide by protocols.” 
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The Athletic / NHL continuing to work to schedule primetime games for 
European markets 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Feb 4, 2021  

 

The NHL unveiled plans for its “NHL European Game of the Week” on 
Thursday, with at least 31 games planned for primetime weekend 
viewing in 25 countries on the other side of the Atlantic. 

The Colorado Avalanche against the St. Louis Blues on Saturday will be 
the first game on the slate, with the 2 p.m. local start time in St. Louis 
setting up well for evening viewing in places like Norway, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Netherlands and Austria. A full list of the games and 
networks in Europe can be found here. 

The NHL has regularly aired primetime games in Europe for the past six 
seasons, but the number of games has grown substantially in the past 
three seasons, and this is the third season with the “European Game of 
the Week” branding. 

David Proper, the NHL’s senior executive vice president of media & 
international strategy, said the desire for appointment weekend viewing 
from European partners was a key driver in the schedule expanding. 

A majority of those games this season will be the ones produced by NHL 
Network at its studio in New Jersey; in the past, all of the games in the 
European Game of the Week were shared feeds from either NBC Sports 
or regional sports networks. Other games will still be taken from other 
provider feeds, like the outdoor games in Lake Tahoe later this month, 
broadcast on NBC. 

“For our partners in Europe, this has grown to something where NHL 
games are important for them to turn into an event,” Proper said. “We 
have partners that are interested in using the puck and player tracking 
this season for example and make it a big production (in promotion). Five 
to 10 years ago, it was just taking a (regional sports network) feed as is.” 

Those games produced by NHL Network will be shared with European 
carriers using a split feed. There will be an option to air the game with the 
NHL Network announcers in English, or carriers will be able to use their 
own announcers in their native language, which is common practice. 
Proper added that he’s looking forward to the feedback on the broadcast 
this season from both viewers and networks, which he plans to use to 
continue to shape the European television offerings in the future. 

When NHL Network announced earlier this week it would produce live 
games it was primarily a domestic driver to beef up the station’s 
offerings, but it was also partially rooted in providing a more national or 
international feel for games that the NHL would be broadcasting in 
Europe, according to Proper. 

Some international networks are providing more blanket coverage of 
games in the slot, like Germany, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. While 
others are more specified to certain teams, and it’s not coincidental when 
you consider the nationality of some of the more marquee names on a 
specific roster. 

Working to expand viewership in Europe isn’t new for the NHL. The NHL 
has hosted games in Europe in each of the prior three seasons, and 
that’s an effort that would have continued for the 2020-21 season if not 
for a pandemic. 

Proper said the NHL has tried to find ways to connect with a European 
audience virtually by doing more with the individual players. He pointed 
to efforts to host local media availabilities with native media during the 
NHL’s stoppage and offseason and said that in-season the NHL has 
made efforts to better connect European players with their fans at home. 
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The Athletic / U.S. men’s Olympic hockey talent pool is ‘like nothing 
we’ve ever seen before’ 

 

Craig Custance  

Feb 4, 2021   

 

The best men’s hockey players in the United States were gathered in a 
large conference room at the Fairmont Royal York in Toronto. They were 
there to eat dinner but Dean Lombardi used this moment, with the 2016 
World Cup of Hockey about to begin, as a chance to share a few 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2021 

 

thoughts. The GM of the World Cup team stood up, got the attention of 
players like Patrick Kane, Ryan Suter and Blake Wheeler, and began to 
speak. 

Lombardi had family members who had opportunities to serve the 
country. He looked around the room and saw this moment as one of the 
rare times those in hockey could do the same. America, even with its 
faults, is a country he’d put up against any in the world. He felt that 
sincerely right then. 

“It came from the heart,” he said, a few years later. “Those are your best 
speeches.” 

The next day, Kings goalie Jonathan Quick walked up to Lombardi and 
pulled him aside to let him know that it was one of his best speeches.  It 
was memorable. It was moving. It’s still occasionally brought up by those 
in the room. 

“It didn’t work,” Lombardi said this week, with a small laugh. 

That American team, one with 14 Olympians, went 0-3 in group play and 
was sent home before much of the country even realized there was a 
hockey tournament going on. 

And now, with the benefit of hindsight, it’s fairly easy to see why. The 
brain trust didn’t feel they had the talent to match Canada line for line, so 
they built the team another way, trying to form an identity of toughness, 
grit and physical play. 

“It came down to, ‘OK, we’re not going to be able to match up with 
(Canadian center Ryan) Getzlaf in the four-hole, let’s get an identity,’” 
Lombardi said. “We obviously tended towards grit.” 

It was a calculated decision that failed, predicated on the belief that 
Team USA simply didn’t have the horses to keep up with Canada. 
Especially when its best, young talent was setting the world on fire with 
Team North America, the U23 squad that captured the imagination of the 
hockey world. 

Afterward, the pain of those losses caused to the players was clear. A 
crushed Ryan Suter appeared in the media work room after Team USA 
was eliminated. He’d been on a 2010 Olympic team that was an overtime 
goal away from beating Canada before Sidney Crosby ripped that away. 
He was on the 2014 Olympic team in Sochi that started off with four 
straight wins and looked like it would have a shot at greatness. But then 
lost to Canada again. By a goal. 

Now, his eyes glassy, trying his best to articulate another international 
loss, Suter must have wondered when another chance at redemption 
might present itself for his generation of players. If it ever would. 

One year from now, an excruciatingly long wait for these Americans, it 
happens. With NHL players scheduled to return to the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, Team USA’s men’s hockey program will look to join 
the women at the top of the hockey mountain — and if numbers keep 
trending the way they are, stay there. 

Mark Kelley is the Chicago Blackhawks director of amateur scouting. The 
drive from his home to USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth, Mich., is exactly 
4.5 miles. It usually takes about 10 minutes. The arena, home of the USA 
Hockey National Team Development Program, is a great place to see the 
next batch of NHL players coming from this country. And tapping into the 
American pipeline both inside and outside the program has worked out 
pretty well for Kelley and the Blackhawks. Kane was the first overall pick 
in 2007. The team hit with second-round picks Brandon Saad and Alex 
DeBrincat. Now, in a rebuild, the Blackhawks hope former NTDP players 
Drew Commesso, Landon Slaggert and Alex Vlasic are part of the next 
wave. 

But sometimes, it’s the players Kelley had no shot at who leave the 
biggest impression. He remembers the first time he saw a 16-year-old 
Auston Matthews come through. The Maple Leafs star was playing up 
with the Under-18 team and didn’t look out of place. In those 10 games, 
Matthews put up six goals. 

“He was the whole package,” Kelley said. “The skating. The power. The 
skillset. The hands.” 

What was even more impressive was the improvement a year later when 
he was playing full time for the U18s. The progress wasn’t incremental. 

“It was sharp. It was rising,” Kelley said. “The first thing you realized, the 
first thing that came to my mind at that time was, ‘Wow, somebody is 
going to get a franchise player.” 

Then he laughed. 

“It wasn’t us,” he said. 

Matthews was on a team with future NHL stars Matthew Tkachuk and 
Charlie McAvoy. That group was preceded by a program team featuring 
Jack Eichel and Dylan Larkin. 

And when Kelley thinks about the Olympic ramifications of this stretch of 
American development, he sees it as the crucial window in which Team 
USA found its centers to stack up against Sidney Crosby and Connor 
McDavid. 

Team USA has often had talented players. It’s had stars. It often has the 
best goalies. But without an answer down the middle for Canada’s best, it 
was always going to behind the curve. 

Now, with Matthews and Eichel, Team USA has what every 
championship team needs. A one-two punch at center. 

“In my time with USA Hockey, with all due respect to the teams we’ve 
had, that’s an area you might be able to pick a bone,” said Predators GM 
David Poile, the GM of the 2014 men’s Olympic hockey team. “They’d 
come at you with the likes of Sidney Crosby just to start with. Now, we 
have these up-and-coming stars — specifically in Auston Matthews and 
Eichel and it’s going to be fun to see how the rivalry goes forward with 
the next 10 years with those types of guys.” 

Any sketches of a 2022 men’s hockey Olympic roster features those two 
as the starting point to go with star power on the wings, a defense that 
features veterans like Seth Jones and John Carlson to come with the 
next wave of young defensive standouts in McAvoy and Quinn Hughes. 
And the reigning Vezina champion in goal with Connor Hellebuyck. It’s 
the result of years of development at the program. Along with the 
expansion of hockey in the NHL throughout the United States. All 
narratives you’ve heard before. 

But Kelley also points to the success in the most recent World Junior 
Championships, where the Americans won gold as another important 
development. Team USA beat Canada and absolutely deserved it. 

“There was no upset,” Kelley said. “If you watch the whole game, try to 
find a mismatch where you go, ‘That line shouldn’t be out there against 
that line.’ When it comes down to it, you had a difference-maker on the 
U.S. which was (Trevor) Zegras. And (goalie Spencer) Knight too … 
when you start looking at which team had more talent up top, you’d be 
hard-pressed to say Canada had more.” 

The 2001-born Americans, featuring names like Jack Hughes, Alex 
Turcotte and Zegras, might be the best group yet. This next wave of 
young players are the earliest returns of a revamped American 
Development Model, implemented nationwide in 2009 and USA Hockey 
leaders see the focus on skill development at the youngest ages starting 
to pay off. 

If this is the formula that has helped erase the talent gap between these 
international rivals, it can also be the one that moves America ahead for 
the first time. Eventually, it just becomes a numbers game. 

“We’re at the very, very front end of that,” USA Hockey executive director 
Pat Kelleher said of the ADM payoff. “That ’01 group, we can contribute 
everyone to it. … The (2003-born players) people know and they think 
that’s a good group. And people are high on the ’04 group. We have 
more kids playing, we do a better job with them and the pool is deeper.” 
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Jerry Colangelo’s Phoenix office sits high enough to provide a gorgeous 
view out his window. There’s a mountain to the east. A stunning view of 
downtown Phoenix and the 13th hole of the Arizona Biltmore Golf Club. 
It’s outfitted more like a traditional business office rather than the digs of 
a basketball executive because most of the memorabilia from his career 
as an owner and GM in the NBA now sits in the Jerry Colangelo Museum 
at Grand Canyon University. 

But in 2009, Brian Burke wasn’t there for desert views or framed jerseys. 
He wanted to know how to build a gold medal-winning Olympic team. In 
2005, Colangelo was named director of USA Basketball. In 2008, a roster 
he helped build, won a gold medal at the Summer Olympics in Beijing. 
The Redeem Team, led by Kobe Bryant and LeBron James, helped bury 
a disappointing bronze finish in the 2004 Summer Olympics and change 
the international approach for the men’s basketball team. 

Burke thought he was getting an hour with Colangelo. But because of a 
business emergency, he got 15 minutes. 

“It was 15 of the best minutes I could spend,” Burke said. 

The advice Burke received helped shape the 2010 team that won silver 
in the 2010 Winter Olympics. They talked about building a team rather 
than 20 of the best individuals. Colangelo also said to make it bigger than 
hockey, which Burke did by connecting each of his players to a person 
serving in the military. Those players still talk about the impact it made to 
have that personal connection. 

“It was great advice,” Burke said. 

But Colangelo’s advice went deeper than that. One of the biggest 
changes he implemented with the basketball team was demanding a 
commitment that went beyond the Olympic years for the best players. He 
felt he needed to reinstate a desire to represent the country in the 
basketball world. 

“The way we did that, I met with each individual face-to-face, eyeball-to-
eyeball and explained what we were going to do,” Colangelo explained. 
“And if they wanted to be a part of something very special, I was looking 
for a three-year commitment. It would be one of the great experiences of 
their life. One by one, they bought in.” 

That culture-building began well before the Olympics in Beijing. And 
since the recent close calls against Canada in the last decade of Olympic 
play, there’s been an increased commitment from U.S. NHL players to 
the men’s national team. The World Championships, historically an 
afterthought for American players, has turned into an opportunity to get 
some of the best Americans on the ice together. Since 2013, the 
Americans have earned three medals at the Worlds, the same amount 
they won from 1962 to 2012. But more importantly, top talent like Kane, 
Quinn Hughes, Dylan Larkin, Johnny Gaudreau, Jack Eichel, Zach 
Werenski and Ryan Suter have all played together in recent years. 

The payoff for those players is gaining experience at international events 
at the highest levels for potential Olympians. And gaining familiarity 
together on and off the ice. 

“For a guy like me, a young guy, just to be able to go and share the ice, 
share the locker room and hear from Kane, hear from Suter while sitting 
at lunch with them and hearing about their experiences, it can definitely 
pay off,” said Werenski. “It was a no-brainer for me.” 

The players have committed to raising the expectations and winning 
gold. Now, it’s just a matter of finding the person to build the roster. 

Bill Guerin was 9 years old when he watched the Miracle on Ice team win 
Olympic gold for the Americans in 1980. Sitting at home with his parents 
in Wilbraham, Mass., he was one of many kids of that era captivated by 
the sport in that moment who then became players. 

“I’m a product of the 1980 Miracle on Ice era,” he said. 

So much so, that his daughter Grace, who was born on Feb. 22, gets 
greeted with “Happy Miracle on Ice Day” on her birthday. A classic dad 
move. 

Guerin was also a player on the last men’s team to win gold during best-
on-best competition for the Americans, helping a team featuring him, 
Mike Modano, Brian Leetch, Mike Richter and Jeremy Roenick and built 
by Lou Lamoriello win gold in the 1996 World Cup. 

So when the debate begins on who should be the GM of the men’s 
national hockey team for the 2022 Winter Olympics, Guerin’s name is 
often one of the first mentioned, even if he’s early on in his tenure as the 
Minnesota Wild general manager. 

“That’s my vote right there,” said one American NHL GM of Guerin, while 
going through the list of candidates. 

But there are plenty of options. There’s certainly a case to be made for 
Blackhawks GM Stan Bowman, whose multiple Stanley Cups put him in 
the conversation. The veteran American NHL GMs like Lamoriello, Poile 
and Carolina’s Don Waddell are qualified but you could argue they’ve 
had their Olympic moments. Other American GM candidates like 
Florida’s Bill Zito, Buffalo’s Kevyn Adams, New Jersey’s Tom Fitzgerald 
and New York’s Jeff Gorton will be in the mix and are all expected to be 
part of the roster-building process. 

Traditionally, a committee of American NHL GMs would already have 
been formed to have preliminary roster talks. On Wednesday, Hockey 
Canada named its Olympic management group. According to Kelleher, 
the only reason that hasn’t happened on the U.S. side is because USA 
Hockey is waiting to get official approval from the NHL. 

“We have a close relationship with the NHL. We respect they have a lot 
of things on their plate right now,” Kelleher said on Monday. “Until they 
have a finalized deal with the IOC and the NHLPA and IIHF, we’re going 
to be respectful of their timelines before we move forward.” 

The void in communication around Olympic roster-building left some in 
NHL circles wondering if USA Hockey might be considering a different 
approach to management on the men’s side, leaning more on internal 
influence. But Kelleher, who will make the GM decision along with USA 
Hockey president Jim Smith, USA Hockey assistant executive director 
John Vanbiesbrouck, and vice president of international hockey Gavin 
Regan, said that the GM of the men’s Olympic team will be chosen from 
the NHL and the advisory committee of NHL general managers will still 
be a part of the decision-making process. 

“If the NHL is there, we’ll have an NHL GM and an NHL head coach,” 
Kelleher said. “We like the structure we’ve had in the past using the 
advisory committee. That makes the most sense. When it’s NHL players, 
it makes the most sense to have an NHL GM and coach and go from 
there.” 

Whoever it is, they’ll have options. At coach. With players. Perhaps, 
featuring more pure talent than any architect of any men’s team this 
country has seen. 

It’s a daunting task. It’s an exciting task. 

“There’s never been a more talented pool,” Guerin said. “My generation, 
our guys, the ’96 World Cup guys, that was a great generation. But the 
number of players now that USA Hockey is pumping out is like nothing 
we’ve ever seen before.” 
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The 2022 Winter Olympic Games are just a year away and to celebrate, 
we’re projecting what the rosters for the major teams might look like in 
Beijing.  

Team Canada men | Team Canada women | Team USA women | Team 
USA men | Team Sweden | Team Russia (Friday) 

I have a theory about Suomi’s success in best-on-best international 
tournaments. Unlike the other great hockey powers, Finland has a 
healthy view of its place in the hockey world. 

That’s not to say that Finland is satisfied with silver or bronze. They’re a 
contender to win at any international tournament.  

It’s just that for most of the other powerhouses there’s this arrogant “gold 
medal or bust” mentality. So where every other great hockey power is 
liable to no-show at the bronze medal game, Finland understands that it’s 
a tremendous accomplishment — for a nation of fewer than 6 million 
people — to medal in an extremely competitive field.  

So Suomi always brings it no matter what, while the other great powers 
show up heartbroken and inconsolable and get trounced. And as a result, 
Finland has medalled more frequently (4) than any other country since 
NHL-level players returned to the Olympic games in 1998.  

This upcoming generation of Finnish players is poised to be extremely 
formidable, with additional talent coming over in the next couple of years. 
Miro Heiskanen, in particular, is custom made for the international 
tournament and has a real shot to be the single most impactful player at 
the 2022 Games.  

In my view, 2022 marks the opening of a window for what could well 
prove to be Finland’s golden generation. 

For me, Aleksander Barkov is Finland’s best forward. Mr. Underrated has 
a certain gravity that he applies to the game every time he’s on the ice, 
and the extent of his pull still isn’t sufficiently appreciated in the hockey 
world.  

Barkov is going to be the matchup center and play the most minutes, so 
let’s give him a skyscraping playmaker in Mikko Rantanen — surely the 
best passing power forward of the last 25 years — to play with in addition 
to a fast, workmanlike winger in Kasperi Kapanen.  

On the second line, the dynamic Hurricanes duo of Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen will be flanked by one of the league’s best natural 
shooters in Patrik Laine. I’ll add here that one of the major reasons to 
look out for Finland in 2022 is going to be their power play, which should 
run something like Barkov at the net front, Aho in the bumper, Laine and 
Rantanen on his one-timer sides at the left circle and Heiskanen up top. 
Ridiculous.  

The Stars’ Finnish pair will make up the third line with Joonas Donskoi, 
while a Montreal Canadiens pair composes the fourth line with Mikael 
Granlund on their left wing. Leo Komarov and Erik Haula provide some 
additional veteran depth and injury insurance.  

A pair of Stars will also make up my top defense pair, and they’ll be 
counted on to do a ton of heavy lifting. I’d expect to double shift 
Heiskanen against top opponents, with him seeing time on both sides of 
the rink paired respectively with Sami Vatanen, Markus Nuutivara and 
Esa Lindell depending on what the situation calls for. 

Finland’s ceiling in this tournament will ultimately be decided by how 
young defenders like Juuso Valimaki and Ville Heinola develop over the 
next year or so. If they’re both productive NHLers that can be counted on 
to play major minutes, that would be a game-changer for a defense corps 
that has some high-end talent but lacks overall depth. 

Even beyond Heinola and Valimaki, there’s a ton of Finnish talent coming 
along the blue line over the next couple of years, but if a couple of those 
players aren’t quite “ready” by the 2022 tournament, then that window we 
discussed may have to wait for the next Winter Olympic games.  

In goal, Tuukka Rask remains the best puck stopper currently doing the 
job. He’ll give Finland an edge in net, on paper at least, in every game. 
— Thomas Drance 

From the moment NHL players first made their appearance in the 
Olympic tournament in Nagano in 1998, Finland has been a constant 
factor in the hunt for medals. In the five tournaments involving NHL 
players, the Finns have won an impressive three bronze and one silver 
medal. 

Although the management team for the 2022 Games has not been 
announced, it’s expected Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen will once 
again have a hand in naming the roster. It’s a role Kekalainen does not 
take for granted given the importance hockey plays in his homeland. 

“Hockey in Finland brings the people together whether it’s the world 
championships, the World Cup, the Olympics,” he said. “The whole 
country will be watching and cheering.” 

The template has been pretty much the same for all of those Olympic 
successes and that is to play disciplined, grinding hockey backstopped 
by exemplary goaltending. Hard to argue with that kind of plan given the 
success this hockey nation has had. But this 2022 version of Finland will 
be blessed with something most of the other incarnations have not 
possessed: The potential for explosive offensive firepower starting with 
Laine, Barkov and Aho up front and the electrifying Heiskanen on the 
back end. 

In short, this team will be able to play with anyone in the tournament in 
any style of game that presents itself. They won’t get the headlines that 
Canada, the U.S., Russia and Sweden will, but Finland will be every bit 
as capable of winning gold as the rest. 

The Finnish goaltending situation is a bit more fluid than it might have 
been in the past and, in fact, Kekalainen acknowledged there is a bit of a 
changing of the guard at a position that has for years been a national 
strong point. But in spite of some fluidity in goal it will remain a team 
strength. 

The emergence of Joonas Korpisalo as a legitimate NHL starter adds 
some drama to the discussion about who might end up being the 
goaltender of record for Finland — rather than just assuming Tuukka 
Rask will be “the guy.” Not that Rask isn’t up to that challenge. He is. So 
is Korpisalo. 

The third spot is a bit more difficult to pin down as Mikko Koskinen tries 
to establish himself as a franchise netminder in Edmonton and Juuse 
Saros tries to do the same in Nashville where he has supplanted 
countryman Pekka Rinne as the starter there. Antti Raanta deserves a 
look and what of young Kaapo Kahkonen who has impressed in a limited 
role with Minnesota? We went with Koskinen but can be convinced 
otherwise. 

If there is a red flag for our Finland roster it will be the defensive depth. 
Or maybe there’s enough depth but less experience on the blue line than 
the big boys in the tournament will ice. Not a bad thing necessarily but a 
real thing. 

We love the stability that the underappreciated Lindell and Vatanen bring. 
Ristolainen will chew up minutes and, of course, there’s Heiskanen to 
jump-start the offense. 

“A guy like Miro has really emerged as a top defenseman in the world,” 
Kekalainen said. “So now all of a sudden (the defense) looks different.” 

The bottom half of the blue line corps, as we’ve mapped it out, is full of 
promise and it will be interesting to see which of these young defenders 
might grow into a more prominent role in the coming months. We know 
Calgary has big plans for Valimaki and Heinola has shown his chops on 
the international stage at the world juniors, even if he’ll have to be patient 
to get his looks in the NHL with the Jets. 

Jani Hakanpaa brings size and stability to the group and has quickly 
seen his role in Anaheim expand. We left Olli Maatta off this roster as 
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well as Henri Jokiharju although both could fill in the seven/eight spots on 
this roster. Same for Pittsburgh’s Juuso Riikola. 

The more I look at this forward group the more it says “medal” to me. 
Love the top nine in terms of balance and skill. That Aho/Barkov one-two 
punch down the middle is off the charts when it comes to hockey IQ and 
compete. Notice the preponderance of teammates grouped together 
which should help accelerate the chemistry end of things. If there’s a 
one-goal lead to be protected, that all-Canadiens fourth line unit will be 
as good a shutdown group as there is in this tournament. 

“The strength of Team Finland is always going to be how they play as a 
team,” Kekalainen said. “But now there’s a lot of top talent too that can 
put the games away and still play that very disciplined team oriented 
style that has brought them success before.” 

We left Erik Haula out of the top 14 and added promising Buffalo 
prospect Arttu Ruotsalainen, who is a center, along with the veteran 
Granlund but could go with Haula to add to the NHL experience of the 
group. Others whose continued evolution could change the look of the 
final couple of roster spots include Edmonton’s Jesse Puljujarvi and 2019 
second-overall pick Kaapo Kakko of Rangers. 

One former NHLer familiar with how Finland may come together 
suggested that Kiviranta and Granlund should be switched in terms of 
prominence. He also noted that Eetu Luostarinen, the 22-year-old center 
already turning heads with the Panthers, would be more likely to make 
the squad than Ruotsalainen. So there is that to consider. — Scott 
Burnside 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The story behind your favorite team’s 
highest PIM game 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Feb 4, 2021   

 

Penalty minutes are a fascinating stat. They’re supposed to be a bad 
thing, signifying that you’ve broken the rules and were punished for it. In 
any other sport, constant fouls and penalties might get you nailed to the 
bench. But for much of hockey history, the PIM has been viewed as a 
positive. Rack up a lot of penalties, the thinking went, and it showed you 
couldn’t be pushed around. 

That approach to the game has been shifting in recent years, as the 
game moves away from glorifying violence in service of The Code. In 
fact, it’s really hard to overstate just how much the NHL has changed in 
the last decade or two. To a fan who only started watching recently, the 
penalty-filled contests from the past must seem like a different sport. 

But it happened. So today, let’s look back on some of that history, with a 
simple question: What’s the story behind your favorite team’s highest 
single-game PIM total? How long ago did it happen, who was involved, 
what were the repercussions, and just how crazy did things get? 

For some of you, this may be a chance to revisit some games from an 
era that you miss. For others, it will be a reminder of just how far we’ve 
come, and how ridiculous the sport used to be. In either case, I hope 
you’ll learn something about your team’s history. Take a moment to see if 
you can guess which game will show up for your team, then let’s see if 
you’re right. (All game data is pulled from Hockey Reference) 

Mighty Ducks of Anaheim (Anaheim Ducks): 117 PIM vs. Dallas, March 
13, 1998 

We’ll start with a good example of a game that wasn’t all that long ago 
but feels like it’s from an entirely different era. Back in the 1990s, guys 
like Craig Ludwig could take brutal runs at guys like Teemu Selanne for 
the simple crime of being too good. And when they did, it wasn’t hard to 
see how the rest of the game might go. 

Ludwig basically accuses Selanne of faking an injury in that clip, and it’s 
true that the Finnish star didn’t miss any games. But that leaping elbow is 
brutal. Ludwig was suspended for two games; today it would be closer to 
20. The Ducks took matters into their own hands, with tough guys Dave 
Karpa, Warren Rychel and Brent Severyn leading the way. 

Arizona Coyotes: 94 PIM vs. Vancouver, January 21, 1998 

We’re sticking with Coyotes history here, although if you extend back to 
the Jets you can find five games with a higher total. This one didn’t 
feature any major incidents but did have several spirited scraps, including 
this first-period bout between Scott Walker and Michel Petit. A lopsided 
score didn’t help — that will be a theme on this list — as the Coyotes ran 
away with a 6-1 win. Eight different players received fighting majors by 
the time it was over, including Trevor Linden, but Donald Brashear didn’t 
draw any of them. (He was kicked out early, and finished his night with 
22 PIM in just two minutes of ice time.) 

Boston Bruins: 195 PIM vs. Minnesota North Stars, February 26, 1981 

The Bruins have had some of the sport’s best rivalries over the years, 
with everyone from the Habs to the Leafs to the Penguins to the Whalers. 
So it’s a bit of a surprise to see the North Stars show up as the opponent 
here, thanks to a fight-filled first period between two teams that were 
headed towards a potential playoff matchup and wanted to set the tone. 
Things got started early, with a line brawl seven seconds in that saw 
Minnesota’s Steve Payne rack up 29 minutes on his own. Things 
escalated from there, with a full-scale brawl nine minutes into the game 
that spilled into the benches and hallways, and had local law 
enforcement getting involved. 

Things settled down after that, but the two teams set an NHL record for 
penalties in a period. 

Buffalo Sabres: 192 PIM vs. Minnesota North Stars, March 31, 1992 

The 1991-92 Sabres were enforcer-laden even by NHL standards of the 
era, featuring three players with 300-plus PIM and four more who hit 
triple-digits. Put it this way: The second most penalized game in Sabres 
history came less than two weeks after this one. And we’ll meet that one 
later. 

The record-setting game against the North Stars started off scrappy but 
turned into something else late in the first when Buffalo’s Donald Audette 
was stretchered off after getting tangled with Minnesota’s Jim Johnson. It 
wasn’t an outrageously dirty hit, but the Sabres went looking for payback, 
and things blew up from there. The big line brawl came late in the 
second, and the exclamation mark came when Johnson dropped the 
gloves again with seven seconds left. 

“He ran like a cheap pair of nylons.” Yeah, the early 90s was a very 
different time for the NHL. 

Calgary Flames: 202 PIM vs. Anaheim, December 8, 2001 

In a stunning upset, this one isn’t a Battle of Alberta game (although four 
of the top six PIM totals in Flames history are). It’s not even a Smythe 
Division rival. Instead, it’s the Ducks, then Mighty Ducks, and stems from 
a game that was unremarkable for the first 58 minutes or so. That 
changed thanks to Craig Berube, who kicked off a series of shifts that 
had the teams taking turns running each other’s goalies. 

Three players and Calgary coach Greg Gilbert were suspended, and 
fines were handed out to just about everyone. It wasn’t enough, 
according to our own Eric Duhatschek, who compared the league to the 
WWF in a scathing column. 

Carolina Hurricanes: 81 PIM vs. Buffalo, March 14, 2008 
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It’s a sign of the times that each of the top 10 PIM games in franchise 
history came in the Whalers years. For the Hurricanes, we go back to a 
blowout loss against the Sabres that didn’t get out of hand until the third 
period. Even that didn’t get too wild, as there were only two fights in the 
game. Still, these teams didn’t like each other — they were still just two 
years removed from meeting in the conference final — and the lopsided 
7-1 score meant things got chippy. The MVP here was Scott Walker, who 
took six penalties for 23 minutes and also scored the Hurricanes’ only 
goal. 

Chicago Blackhawks: 158 PIM vs. St. Louis, March 17, 1991 

Yes, it’s the infamous St. Patrick’s Day Massacre, in which the Blues and 
Hawks took a break from battling for the Presidents’ Trophy to cement 
their rivalry as one of the most heated in hockey. 

Things kicked off with a Jeremy Roenick hit on Harold Snepsts just five 
minutes in, touching off a wild line brawl that led to six ejections. From 
there, the game saw scrums and scraps after just about every whistle, 
until things really blew up during a second-period line change. With extra 
players on the ice and the Chicago crowd roaring, there was no question 
about what the main event would be. 

Scott Stevens and Dave Manson had a history dating back to Stevens’ 
days in Washington, one that included accusations of biting and 
scratching, and this showdown remains of the iconic fights of the Norris 
Division days. The Hawks won the game, not that anyone noticed, and 
the league was not amused. 

Colorado Avalanche: 126 PIM vs. Detroit, May 22, 1997 

It’s a Red Wings game, of course. But probably not one of the ones you’d 
expect. 

It’s not the infamous March 26, 1997 brawl that featured Patrick Roy and 
Mike Vernon, because Paul Devorski barely handed out anything for that 
one. It’s also not the Roy and Osgood game, or the one with Claude 
Lemieux’s original hit on Kris Draper that started the whole feud. Instead, 
it’s Game 4 of their 1997 series, a Red Wings’ blowout that got out of 
hand in the third period. The game featured four fights, which wasn’t all 
that much for an Avs-Wings game of the era. But with all of that action 
coming late in a laugher, the officials were quick with the misconduct 
penalties, handing out a dozen in the third period. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: 70 PIM vs. San Jose, February 21, 2003 

The PIM total isn’t high, but this is one of the under-the-radar ugly games 
from the pre-lockout era. Most of the heavy lifting here is done by a third-
period line brawl that was touched off by Jody Shelley jumping Brad 
Stuart. That earned Shelley a two-game suspension and left Stuart with a 
concussion that cost him the rest of his season. That launched the sort of 
thing that was a familiar cycle in the era, as the Sharks responded by 
acquiring Scott Parker, with Doug Wilson vowing “What happened to 
Brad Stuart last year will never happen again”; Parker fought Shelley two 
minutes into the teams’ next meeting. 

Dallas Stars: 110 PIM vs. Chicago, December 31, 1993 

The 40th game in Dallas Stars’ history set a mark that still stands, as two 
rivals rang in the New Year. The first fight came just seven seconds in, 
but the two teams mostly concentrated on hockey until a third period that 
saw two line brawls, five fights and four ejections. Six Stars wound up 
with double-digit PIM totals on the night, with Shane Churla leading the 
way with 30 despite being tossed before the first period ended. 

Detroit Red Wings: 158 PIM vs. Chicago, December 23, 1988 

No, it’s not a Colorado game; believe it or not, the Avs barely crack 
Detroit’s all-time top 10. Instead, it’s an old-school Norris dust-up 
between two teams that apparently weren’t feeling the Christmas spirit. 
The game featured 10 fights, including three in the final seconds with the 
last-place Hawks leading 7-2. The list of combatants includes a few 
names you’d expect (Bob Probert twice, Joey Kocur, Manson twice, Bob 
McGill twice, Kris King, Adam Graves) and also Miroslav Frycer for some 
reason. As the Chicago Tribune put it the next day: “Although fights and 

penalties galore made it a grotesque horror show for hockey purists, the 
customers seemed to love every minute.” 

Edmonton Oilers: 199 PIM vs. Los Angeles, February 28, 1990 

As with the Flames, it’s a bit of a shock not to see the Battle of Alberta in 
the top spot here. And it’s not even all that close, with a 64-minute gap 
between this game and the highest Oilers-Flames total. This one started 
with two fights in the first two minutes, including Mark Messier taking on 
Marty McSorley, but was holding the line as a typical Smythe Division 
rivalry matchup until late in the second. That’s when Glenn Anderson 
broke Tomas Sandstrom’s cheekbone with a punch, setting the stage for 
a third-period gong show. The evening culminated with a late-minute line 
brawl that saw 20 different penalties handed out, including five ejections, 
five misconducts, and minors to both goalies for leaving the crease. 
Those final seconds pushed this game’s total to 86 separate penalties, 
which stands as the NHL record. Or, as the LA Times headline called it: 
“Another night in the NHL.” 

Florida Panthers: 128 PIM vs. Philadelphia, October 13, 2001 

The two teams had met on opening night in a chippy affair, and some 
minor bad blood carried over into a return matchup a week later. Like so 
many of these games, this one lost the plot in the third period with the 
outcome basically decided. Peter Worrell’s decision over Todd Fedoruk 
early in the period set the stage for a rematch, and by the end of it, 
officials were ejecting everyone from Mark Recchi to Kevyn Adams to Olli 
Jokinen. 

Los Angeles Kings: 186 PIM vs. Philadelphia, March 11, 1979 

Believe it or not, this is the only 1970s entry we’ll find, as it edges out that 
record-setting Oilers game for top spot on the Kings list. The game 
turned nasty early, with a fight seconds in between L.A.’s Bert Wilson 
and Philadelphia’s Behn Wilson (no relation). But the ignition point came 
late in the first, and fittingly enough for a game that would mimic the 
worst of Slap Shot, it featured a Dunlop. That would be Flyers’ forward 
Blake Dunlop, who was on the receiving end of a sucker punch from 
Kings’ blueliner Randy Holt. Moments later, with both teams leaving their 
benches to head off the ice, a scrum escalated into a full-scale brawl. 

All told, the roll call included 16 fighting majors and 16 ejections, with Holt 
racking up a single-game total of 67 PIM that stands as the NHL record. 
(Frank Bathe’s 55 minutes from this same game holds down fourth.) The 
380 minutes between the two teams was also a record at the time and 
still ranks third on the all-time list. 

Minnesota Wild: 99 PIM vs. Colorado, April 15, 2008 

A rare playoff game penalty-fest, as Game 4 of the teams’ first-round 
series turned ugly after the Avalanche built a 5-0 lead. This one actually 
involved just one fight, between Stephane Veilleux and Ian Laperriere, 
but the officials kept on top of things by handing out misconducts to 
anyone who looked like they might want to start trouble. 

Montreal Canadiens: 176 PIM vs. Buffalo, April 12, 1992 

Our old friends, the 1991-92 Sabres, make another appearance, and this 
is that “two weeks later” game we referenced in their section. This was a 
weird one, featuring a Dale Hawerchuk-Denis Savard bout that was 
followed by a Guy Carbonneau-Alexander Mogilny scrap. Those turned 
out to be the undercards to the main event, a pair of nasty third-period 
line brawls. In all, officials handed out seven ejections and 15 
misconducts. 

You’ll notice that clip features a half-naked Rob Ray, as early-90s fight 
clips had a disturbing tendency to do. Two nights after this brawl, Ray 
made bigger headlines with his fists, when he pummelled a fan in 
Quebec. 

Nashville Predators: 95 PIM vs. Chicago, October 25, 2005 

The Predators ran their season-opening win streak to eight games with a 
5-3 win, while also finding time for five fights. Three of those were by 
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Jeremy Stevenson, whose 35 PIM still stands as the franchise record. 
The main event was a tag-team bout with four minutes left. 

New Jersey Devils: 108 PIM vs. Washington, April 22, 1988 

That strikes me as a surprisingly low total for the Devils, who’ve only had 
two triple-digit PIM games in their New Jersey history (and two more if 
you go back to the Rockies days). This one came in the playoffs, as a 10-
4 Devils win that’s best remembered for Patrick Sundstrom’s record eight 
points also set the stage for plenty of message-sending. The temperature 
was cranked up early in the second, when a pair of fights was followed 
by a stick-swinging incident between Brendan Shanahan and Greg 
Smyth. A nasty third period featured several misconducts, a line brawl 
and Dale Hunter capping off an ejection by earning a rare gross 
misconduct penalty. 

New York Islanders: 183 PIM vs. Pittsburgh, February 11, 2011 

Pittsburgh Penguins: 163 PIM vs. New York Islanders, February 11, 2011 

It’s pretty amazing that we made it this far without hitting a game that 
doubles up as the all-time high for both teams. Aside from the Golden 
Knights, this is also the most recent entry we’ll find on our list. In fact, 
there’s a good chance you remember it, because it stands as one of the 
last examples of truly ugly NHL goonerism. 

The roots for this one were set in a previous game, with Pittsburgh’s 
Maxime Talbot injuring Blake Comeau on a questionable hit and Brent 
Johnson KO’ing Rick DiPietro in a goalie fight. The Islanders came 
looking for payback, and they got it decisively on the scoreboard (a 9-3 
win) and at least to some degree in the alley. The exclamation point 
came when Trevor Gillies threw an elbow and several punches at Eric 
Tangradi. That line brawl was followed by an ejected Micheal Haley 
taking a detour on his way off the ice to square off with Johnson, drawing 
Eric Godard off the bench. 

The league handed out 23 games’ worth of suspensions, and the 
Islanders were fined $100,000. 

New York Rangers: 138 PIM vs. Los Angeles, April 9, 1981 

The two teams were meeting in the first round of the playoffs — thanks, 
weird NHL playoff formats — and saw a chippy first period go off the 
rails. Barry Beck’s punch on Rick Chartraw midway through the period lit 
the fuse, and in a scenario reminiscent of the Kings’ blow-up with the 
Flyers two years earlier, things spilled over as the period ended and both 
teams hopped on the ice to head to the rooms. A full-scale brawl erupted, 
resulting in seven ejections, six misconducts and a dozen majors. 

Things could have been even worse; Rangers’ tough guy Nick Foitu, who 
wasn’t in the lineup, got mixed up with several Kings fans as the fights on 
the ice were raging, and Ron Duguay nearly joined him before cooler 
heads prevailed. 

Things mostly settled down afterward, as the game turned into a close 
one that the Kings won in overtime. 

Philadelphia Flyers: 211 PIM vs. Ottawa, March 5, 2004 

Ottawa Senators: 206 PIM vs. Philadelphia, March 5, 2004 

I doubt there was much suspense on this one, as this game stands as 
the all-time record holder for combined PIM by two teams, with the Flyers 
also holding the single-team record while the Senators take third spot. 

This was actually a very ordinary game through 58 minutes, having 
featured just 22 PIM, all minors. But everything blew up in those final 
minutes, kicked off by a line brawl that featured a goalie fight and that 
was main-evented by Philadelphia’s Donald Brashear and Ottawa’s Ray, 
who’d been signed just days earlier. The Senators sent out Chris Neil 
and Zdeno Chara for the ensuing faceoff and started a second line brawl, 
and there would be three more before the game ended. All of the action 
was contained in just 32 seconds of actual game time, which took nearly 
20 minutes to play and saw an increasingly exasperated officiating crew 
hand out eight misconducts and 20 game misconducts. 

San Jose Sharks: 102 PIM vs. Los Angeles, February 5, 1997 

This is one of only two 100-PIM games in Sharks’ history, and both came 
late in the 1997 season. This one saw the two teams play a penalty-free 
first period before Los Angeles enforcer Matt Johnson broke Andrei 
Nazarov’s cheekbone with an elbow, setting off a wild line brawl after 
San Jose’s Owen Nolan and Al Iafrate jumped in. Eight players were 
ejected, including Johnson, who earned a four-game suspension. 

St. Louis Blues: 146 PIM vs. Detroit, April 12, 1991 

Surprisingly, the Blues’ entry is not the St. Patrick’s Day Massacre, but 
another Norris meltdown from just four weeks later. This one came in the 
playoffs, as the Blues stayed alive in the opening round with a 6-1 win 
over the Red Wings that featured eight fights, all but one coming in the 
third period. 

The seeds for this one had been planted earlier in the series, when 
Probert was suspended for sticking Garth Butcher and then punching 
goalie Vincent Riendeau. Ron Caron told reporters that Probert “should 
be in jail,” while his players apparently preferred to look for payback on 
the ice. Eight Blues had double-digit PIM, including noted tough guys like 
Stevens, Darren Kimble and Kelly Chase. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: 97 PIM vs. Pittsburgh, April 4, 1998 

Yep, in 28 years of existence that includes at least a few season of the 
early-90s madness, the Lightning have never had a triple-digit PIM game. 
The closest they came was this late-season matchup with the Penguins, 
one that came with the Lightning in the middle of a nine-game losing 
streak. It probably won’t surprise you to learn that Darcy Tucker was in 
the middle of some of this, as he broke out one of the earliest examples 
of his patented crazy eyes in the first before touching off a line brawl in 
the second. 

When it was all over, there were calls for a hefty fine or suspension — 
but not for any of the players. Instead, it was referee Mick McGeough 
who was under fire for manhandling Tucker at the end of that second 
clip. Many observers, including a young Florida beat writer named 
Michael Russo, called for the league to take action against McGeough. 
Years later, we all agreed that it was kind of hilarious. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: 154 PIM vs. Detroit, November 15, 1986 

Everyone mixed it up in the Norris days, but the Leafs’ top three PIM 
games all come against the Red Wings. This one is from the John 
Brophy/Jacques Demers era, so nobody was surprised when the first 
fight came just three seconds in. That ends up being one of nine on the 
night, with big PIM totals from immortal Norris names like Wendel Clark 
and Basil McCrae. But the real star here, such as it is, turns out to be 
Brad “Motor City Smitty” Smith, who racks up three fights and a rare 
double game misconduct to top out at 57 PIM, trailing only Holt on the all-
time single-game list. 

Winnipeg Jets: 150 PIM vs. Vancouver, December 31, 1987 

Vancouver Canucks: 146 PIM vs. Winnipeg, December 31, 1987 

If you were expecting the Steve Moore game for Vancouver, that actually 
finishes just outside of the top 10, with 99 Canucks minutes. This one, 
thankfully, had far less long-term impact on the players and the sport. 

Instead, this contest earns its place on the list with what might be the 
longest line brawl I’ve ever seen, a six-on-six marathon midway through 
the first period that features two rest breaks and three distinct rounds. It 
all ends with nine game misconducts, including two to Winnipeg’s Dave 
Ellett. 

By the way, if you’re wondering about the modern Jets, their top game is 
84 PIM against Nashville in that 7-0 blowout in 2015. That one also 
features what I imagine has to be a record with 11 unsportsmanlike 
penalties for the same scrum. Sometimes, the referee is trying to tell you 
something. 

Vegas Golden Knights: 40 PIM vs. San Jose, October 4, 2019 
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Not surprisingly, this is both our most recent and our lowest total, by a 
fair margin. In this case, it’s from the back-end of a home-and-home 
between two rivals to open the season, months after a heated and 
controversial playoff series. The result was … well, a not-all-that wild 
game, one that didn’t feature any fights but did see six players tagged 
with misconducts late in the third. If you’ve ever wondered just how much 
this league has changed over the years and how far the game has come, 
compare this entry to all the others on this list. 

Washington Capitals: 175 PIM vs. Philadelphia, December 21, 1980 

The Caps become our fifth team to have their all-time PIM game within a 
week of Christmas, which probably tells us something but I’m not sure I 
want to think about what. 

This one took all of 19 seconds for a full-scale brawl to break out, with 
the Caps standing up to a Flyers team they’d never beaten in 25 tries. 
Archie Henderson fought the fearsome Behn Wilson not once but twice, 
accounting for four of the 17 fighting majors handed out alongside 21 
misconducts. The Capitals made history not just with their penalty totals, 
but by finally recording their first win against the Flyers, by a 6-0 final. 

I feel like everyone who started this article has either clicked away in 
disgust or happily wandered off down a YouTube rabbit hole, but for 
those of you who made it all the way through, let’s close with a few 
observations. 

It’s not remotely a surprise, but there’s barely anything here that you 
could call recent. Apart from the obvious exception of the Golden 
Knights, we’re one week away from the 10-year anniversary of the next 
more recent game, and only three others are from the cap era. I think we 
tend to criticize the NHL for moving too slowly on issues of violence and 
player safety, and that’s certainly been true for long stretches of the 
league’s history, but the way the game has evolved in the last 10 to 15 
years is really remarkable. 

Maybe more surprisingly, there’s also nothing earlier than 1979, even 
though over half the league predates that. A lot of that is due to changes 
in how the game is officiated — using misconducts to manage a game is 
a relatively new strategy, and in the Original Six era, it wasn’t unusual for 
only the main combatants in a line brawl to get anything. But the age of 
the specialized enforcer didn’t really begin until the mid-70s, and wasn’t a 
leaguewide pattern until the end of the decade, and that obviously has an 
impact. 

I was a little bit surprised to see just seven games from 1987 or earlier. 
That’s the year the NHL outlawed bench-clearing brawls (with the 
mandatory 10-game suspension after the Flyers/Habs playoff debacle). I 
thought there’d be more representation of that era. 

Instead, it’s the instigator era taking up most of the room, as the 1990s 
claim 11 spots and 2000 to 2004 accounting for five more. Even without 
the benches emptying, the constant line brawls racked up the minutes. 

Finally, we’ll close with an obvious point that’s still worth making: There 
aren’t many records in sport that we know will never be broken, but just 
about all of the ones you’ve just seen probably fit into that category. It’s 
almost impossible to imagine another 300-PIM game in the modern NHL; 
other than the Islanders/Penguins game, the highest total of the cap era 
is 236 PIM, for a Senators/Canadiens playoff game in 2013. No team has 
even been over 100 since the Flames/Canucks in 2014. The era of 
games being interrupted by a constant string of lengthy brawls is over. 
Progress is possible 
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The Athletic / Projecting the 2022 Sweden Olympic hockey roster 

 

By Eric Duhatschek and Pierre LeBrun 

Feb 4, 2021   

 

Sweden’s men’s Olympic hockey team has seen a significant changing of 
the guard in the six years since the last best-on-best men’s hockey 
tournament, the 2016 World Cup. 

Gone – but not forgotten – are a trio of future Hall of Famers: Henrik 
Lundqvist in goal, plus the Sedin twins, Daniel and Henrik, up front. All 
were mainstays for Sweden internationally throughout their careers, 
providing production and leadership for a team that won the gold medal 
in men’s hockey at the 2006 Olympics. 

Without the Sedins and Henrik Zetterberg, who was selected to the 
World Cup roster didn’t play because of injury, Sweden will undergo a 
significant makeover up front at the 2022 Winter Olympics. Thankfully, 
many strong options have emerged in the interim, including three 
dynamic offensive players who were not in the mix in 2016: Mika 
Zibanejad, William Nylander and Elias Pettersson. That trio adds some 
offensive pizzazz to a lineup of forwards that have the twin, coach-
pleasing attributes: skill and high hockey IQs. 

Defense remains a Swedish strong suit and one could argue that 1-to-8, 
Sweden may boast the best defensive depth in the tournament. In goal, 
the job of replacing Lundqvist will fall to one of two quality options: Either 
Jacob Markstrom or Robin Lehner, both of whom are coming off 
outstanding 2019-20 seasons in the NHL. 

Let’s see what Sweden’s roster might look like. 

Back in 2014, the last time NHLers competed at the Olympics, the 
absence of Victor Hedman came as something of a surprise, given that 
he was already in his fifth NHL season and most outside observers felt 
he could provide a greater impact than some of the players selected 
ahead of him (Henrik Tallinder or Jonathan Ericsson, for example). 

Ultimately, the explanation was that Sweden was putting a premium on 
experience and Hedman would eventually get his turn. The decisions on 
defense are probably Sweden’s most complicated because if the pattern 
holds true and they do opt for greater experience on the blue line, it 
means players such as Alex Edler, Adam Larsson and/or Niklas 
Hjalmarsson could be in the mix, which would bump younger, more 
talented players out of the lineup. 

Oscar Klefbom is a genuine wild card in the equation. He is out for the 
season, recovering from a chronic shoulder issue, but if he’s playing next 
year and playing well, he would certainly be a candidate to play in 
Sweden’s top eight as well. 

But this is a projection and a year down the road, whatever might be 
limiting someone such as Rasmus Dahlin in the early NHL going will 
likely be long forgotten memory and he will be a crucial piece. Hedman 
remains the leader of the blue line pack, though Erik Karlsson’s return to 
health this year means Sweden can likely pair one offensive gem with a 
solid stay-at-home partner on each pair. It would create the sort of blue 
line depth necessary to defend against the likes of Canada and the 
United States, where all four forward lines will prove capable of scoring 
goals. 

The only slight worry may be the right-left balance. Only two of the eight 
defensemen projected here are right-hand shots – Karlsson and John 
Klingberg – so it means a couple of left-handed shots will have to switch 
sides. 

In goal, the only real question would be if it’s Markstrom or Lehner who 
nails down the No. 1 job. There is a case to be made for both. 

Up front, is where the more difficult questions will arise. 

Gustav Nyqvist is currently out of the Blue Jackets’ lineup indefinitely, but 
assuming he makes a return at some point this season, his offensive skill 
would put him in the top 12. 
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Zibanejad had a breakout season with the Rangers last season. He is off 
to a slow start this season, as is Pettersson, but that’s thought to be just 
a minor blip in a career whose trajectory looks as if will rise to great NHL 
heights. 

If the Swedes can deploy Nicklas Backstrom as a solid No. 3 center, it 
gives them enviable depth down the middle. We have Mikael Backlund 
ahead of William Karlsson in the 4-5 slot, only because Backlund 
provides the sort of steady leadership they need to replace the Sedins – 
and he is one of the better two-way forwards in the game, able to handle 
a match-up role against the star power other teams can unleash. 

The same could also be said of Elias Lindholm, Backlund’s Calgary 
teammate, who is playing center for the Flames this year because of the 
strength of his 200-foot game, even if Lindholm has spent most of his 
NHL career on the right side. But given Sweden’s depth down the middle, 
Lindholm is far better deployed as an RW1. Arguably, he tops out as 
Sweden’s best winger, ahead of Filip Forsberg, whose NHL scoring 
production has plateaued over the last few years. 

Gabriel Landeskog can play anywhere up or down the lineup and may 
well be paired with his Avalanche teammate, Andre Burakovsky, if they 
decide to go in that direction. Among the youngsters who have a chance 
to crack the lineup: Oskar Lindblom, Joel Eriksson Ek and Victor 
Olofsson, all of whom have shown glimmers of excellence in the recent 
past. But they will all need to see further development to move onto the 
main roster. 

Probably the most glaring omission here is Patric Hornqvist, who is 
considered one of the more clutch scorers of his generation. Hornqvist’s 
willingness to go to the front of the net is legendary. By the time the 
Olympics begin, he will be 35. But if he’s healthy and still productive, he 
may battle his way onto the roster at Burakovsky’s or Arvidsson’s 
expense. — Eric Duhatschek 

Last we saw Sweden in a best-on-best tournament, they were losing to 
Team Europe in the semifinals of the 2016 World Cup. 

That team had Henrik Lundqvist in goal and the Sedin twins up front, so it 
stands to reason that with six years having passed by the time the puck 
drops in Beijing next February, we’ll have some fresh faces on the 
perennial contending Swedes. 

Let’s have some fun picking Sweden’s 2022 Olympic roster, which once 
again will contend for gold. 

I decided to bring back only five forwards from the 2016 World Cup roster 
in Backlund, Backstrom, Forsberg, Landeskog and Silfverberg. I’m sure 
some people might waffle on Backlund but I like his two-way game and 
along with Silfverberg and Karlsson will form some of the team’s 
defensive conscience up front. I found it difficult to leave off veteran 
Patric Hornqvist, especially since the tournament will be played on North 
American-sized ice which would suit his game. But I think there are 
younger, better options. 

The final cut came down to either Burakovsky or Jesper Bratt or Victor 
Olafsson and I went with Burakovsky as my 14th forward. His game has 
gone to another level since he’s arrived in Denver. 

Give me Backstrom, Pettersson, Zibanejad and either Backlund or 
Karlsson down the middle. This is a deeper forward group up front than 
what Sweden had at the World Cup in 2016, in my mind. 

The veteran Backstrom missed the gold-medal game in Sochi seven 
years ago because of that strange doping ruling. He doesn’t want that to 
be his final Olympic memory. 

On defense, I struggled mightily between Jonas Brodin and Rasmus 
Andersson as my final pick. It came down to there being so much offence 
already on this blue line with Karlsson, Dahlin, OEL, Hedman and 
Klingberg, Brodin’s all-around game is more polished than Andersson at 
this point. Andersson’s mighty slap shot will be missed but let’s be 
serious, he’s not seeing power-play time on this squad. 

I also wonder about Oscar Klefbom next season if he comes back strong 
from missing the entire year through his shoulder injury/surgery. Does he 
push himself back into the conversation? He was a 25-minute man for 
the Oilers last season, playing in all situations. 

Can you believe these will be Hedman’s first Olympics? It remains an 
utter travesty he was left off Sweden’s 2014 Sochi roster. He has been 
eying this opportunity forever. 

“You know, the Olympics means a lot to us,” Hedman told me back in 
2019. “The World Cup in Toronto was one of the best experiences that 
I’ve had. This is what I grew up watching. It wasn’t the NHL that I was 
watching, it was the World Cup, the world championships, the Olympics 
— that’s where I got my interest for hockey. 

“Yeah, it sucks that I’ve only been allowed to play in one World Cup and 
haven’t been picked for Olympics. I won world championship gold and 
that’s one of the best memories in my life so far in my hockey career.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Lost' Canucks getting left in dust by North Division's best 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

February 5, 2021, 12:07 AM 

 

Losing confidence is one thing, losing faith quite another. Right now, it’s 
hard to tell which it is with the Vancouver Canucks. 

The team is lost. 

It’s not about their systems play or turnovers, nor about their special 
teams or goaltending. It’s no longer even about the underperformance by 
some of their best players. And it’s not really about their inept defending, 
either. 

This team just looks lost. All the things the Canucks had going for them 
during last summer’s playoff breakthrough are gone. That team seems to 
have vaporized – and, surely, not just because the organization allowed 
three or four guys to leave in free agency. 

Thursday’s 7-3 loss against the Toronto Maple Leafs emphatically 
reinforced how far the Canucks have fallen, how distant they are right 
now from the top teams in the North Division, how much they’ve lost their 
way. 

If you want to put a word to it, try this: character. 

It’s still in the Canucks somewhere. Extremely few players are good 
enough to coast to the NHL without working for it, without focus and 
sacrifice and understanding that the sum must always be greater than 
the parts for a team to have success. 

But the players had better find that character soon because the Canucks 
are already one-quarter of the way through this pandemic-shortened 
season and each dismal loss takes them further from being the team 
they want to be – the one that feels some nights like just a vague 
memory. 

Right now, after eight losses in 14 games and 18 goals allowed in the 
last three, it’s hard to know whether the Canucks have lost only 
confidence or something far more vital. 

“We’ve got a lot of guys in the room that have played really important 
hockey and know what it takes to win,” captain Bo Horvat said after the 
Canucks weren’t close to competing with the Leafs. “We proved it last 
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year, and guys have proved it in the past on different teams. I’m not 
worried. We’ve got a really resilient group in there, guys that have a lot of 
character. I have a lot of faith in our group. 

“I’m not going to make excuses for ourselves; we’ve got to be better. I’ve 
got to be better. All four lines and all of our players, we have to find it 
within ourselves to win hockey games and do whatever it takes to win. 
That’s everybody buying in. That’s everybody wanting to be in the battle, 
wanting to get better, wanting to win just as bad as the guy next to him. 
We have that group in there. We just have to find it.” 

The Canucks’ survival this season hinges on it. Their visit to Toronto 
includes two more games against the formidable Maple Leafs, including 
Saturday on Hockey Night in Canada. As bad as things are for the 
Canucks, the Leafs could make it much worse. 

It’s not difficult to imagine the Canucks ending their six-game road trip 
with five straight losses and returning to Vancouver early on Tuesday 
four games below .500. Outshot 38-19 on Thursday, the Canucks are 
last in the NHL in shots allowed and second-worst defensively with 3.93 
goals-against per game. 

They’re losing without playing anywhere close to their best. 

“It's very frustrating,” winger J.T. Miller said. “You know, for myself, it kind 
of brings the worst out of me when you're trailing and you start playing a 
different game, and then you start being negative or whatever because 
we're not getting what we want. But ultimately, it starts with us. We need 
to work harder and need to be more assertive, tenacious. I think it just 
comes down to working hard and everyone wanting to win a little bit 
more.” 

It took Toronto less than three minutes to take the lead when Miller, filling 
in for pinching Quinn Hughes, miscommunicated with Canucks 
defenceman Jordie Benn and found himself flat-footed and one-on-one 
against Auston Matthews. The Leafs star quickly torched Miller and 
deposited the puck in the gaping gap Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko 
left between his pads. 

Hughes, the struggling star who said after the morning skate that he 
wanted to be known as more than just an offensive defenceman, was on 
his way to another one-assist, minus-three performance. The Canucks 
were outshot 10-3 with their best blue-liner on the ice at five-on-five. 

Other than a solid night for the Elias Pettersson-Tanner Pearson-Nils 
Hoglander trio, it was difficult to identify anything redeeming about the 
Canucks, who played themselves out of the game in the second period 
after closing the deficit to 3-2. Vancouver has allowed 25 second-period 
goals in 14 games. 

They trailed 6-2 when Miller scored on the power play halfway through 
the third. 

“No one’s going to be happy after a game like tonight,” coach Travis 
Green said. “It’s one thing when you lose and you put your best foot 
forward. But a game like tonight, it should hurt. I think we’ve got strong 
character in our room. When you ask me if I’m worried that they’re not 
feeling great about themselves, well, I’m not worried about it – they’re not 
feeling great about themselves. No one should feel great about 
themselves after a game like that. It’s how you respond to the next 
game.” 

Then a reporter tried to ask Green about second-pairing defenceman 
Chris Tanev leaving in free agency last October (for a contract the 
Canucks would have been foolish to match). 

“I’m not going to talk about guys that aren’t here now,” Green said. “I’m 
worried about the guys that are in our room. We’ve got strong character 
guys inside our room and we’re worried about this year.” 

A lot of people are. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Off night from top players sinks Canadiens in loss to 
Senators 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

February 5, 2021, 12:01 AM 

 

MONTREAL — It was Reverse Retro, Role Reversal Night at the Bell 
Centre Thursday, with the Ottawa Senators snapping a nine-game 
winless streak with a 3-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens, who looked 
nothing like themselves — from the jerseys they were wearing to the way 
they played. 

You usually don’t win if your best players aren’t your best players — even 
if you have the best record in the NHL and you’re playing against the 
team with the worst one. And you definitely don’t win if your best players 
show up as your worst. 

If the Canadiens came into Thursday’s game with a 7-1-2 record, it was 
in large part thanks to the elite performance Nick Suzuki had authored as 
their No. 1 centre. But, against the Senators, he looked nothing like the 
guy who played wise beyond his 21 years, the guy who played a patient, 
cerebral and highly-effective game at both ends of the ice. 

“It was definitely a tough night,” Suzuki said afterwards. “Definitely my 
worst game of the year so far. I was fighting the puck a bit.” 

He was at war with the puck in the faceoff circle, where he lost all but 
four of 15 draws — including one cleanly to Connor Brown that led to the 
setup of the game-winning goal, which Brown himself tipped in after he 
shook Suzuki in coverage. 

“Can’t be losing that many draws — especially on that third goal there,” 
Suzuki said. “I lost it pretty clean and it ended up in our net. 

“Tonight I was struggling to read the play a bit,” he added. “There was a 
few times where I was getting lost in the defensive zone, and that’s not 
something I’m used to, so I gotta definitely clean that up.” 

Many of the players who helped Suzuki and the Canadiens off to their 
torrid start have some polishing to do before Saturday’s rematch against 
the Senators in Ottawa. 

Tyler Toffoli, who came into the game as the NHL’s leading goal scorer 
(9) didn’t touch the puck outside of five relatively harmless shot attempts 
— only one of which came from less than 25 feet out. 

Josh Anderson drew a penalty with a solid drive down the middle in the 
third period, and he scored his seventh of the season shorthanded with 
1:29 remaining, but he was stuck in neutral through the first 40 minutes. 
Actually, he was stuck mostly in the defensive zone over the first two 
periods, where he, Suzuki and Jonathan Drouin got hemmed in and gave 
up 13 shot attempts versus the four they generated at the other end. 

Jeff Petry, who came into the game leading all NHL defencemen in 
scoring (13 points), said after Monday’s win over the Vancouver 
Canucks, in which he registered two goals and an assist, “There’s times 
the puck’s your friend.” 

On Thursday, the puck was Petry’s enemy, as he juggled it and struggled 
to connect on the passes he usually makes with his eyes closed. It 
wasn’t kind to him when it rang off the post on a late Montreal power 
play, either. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2021 

 

At least Phillip Danault (two assists), Brendan Gallagher (one goal) and 
Tomas Tatar (one assist) brought it after not factoring in as much as 
some of the other players through the first 10 games. 

“They were our best line by far,” said Canadiens coach Claude Julien. 
“Those three played well, and we saw some of the chemistry they’ve 
shown in the past.” 

They were dominant throughout, but particularly in a first period that saw 
them produce nine shot attempts and eight scoring chances to one 
against their Senators opposition. 

The one the Danault line allowed? A good shot from Thomas Chabot with 
39 seconds to go in the opening frame for Ottawa's first goal. 

Was it great? Let’s just say it wasn’t as good as the one Senators rookie 
Tim Stützle scored on 18 seconds later, with Petry looking on from the 
penalty box. 

It would be fair to say Carey Price would’ve liked to have had one, if not 
both of them — as he once told us after a tough loss in Tampa Bay 
several years ago, “I believe I should stop them all.” 

Price definitely wants to stop the ones where he has a clear line of sight 
on the puck, even if the shots are top quality. 

He’s supposed to be Montreal’s best player, but he hasn’t been that too 
often in the early portion of this season, with his .899 save percentage 
being a reflection of that. He has been good enough to win four of his 
seven starts, and had he been a bit better on this night, he could’ve 
made the difference. 

Not that Price was the reason the Canadiens lost. Far from it. 

“I thought that we were fighting the puck tonight,” said Julien, who was 
pointing out what was plain to see. “Even if the first period wasn’t that 
bad, them scoring two goals in the last minute of it hurt. In the second, 
we weren’t there at all from a performance standpoint. We fought the 
puck even on simple plays and passes. We came back in the third, but it 
wasn’t a big game from us.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Perhaps the biggest evidence of that could be found on the power play, 
where the Canadiens whiffed on four opportunities —including a 5-on-3 
in the second period. They took seven shots with the man-advantage, 
and Senators goaltender Matt Murray had a clean look at every single 
one of them. 

Julien pointed to cleanly-lost faceoffs as one issue in that department. 
But he also acknowledged there was another problem there. 

“We’re moving the puck around, but I think at some point there we’ve just 
gotta find a way to finish,” he said. “You gotta create some chances, and 
sometimes it’s just a little adjustment here or there as far as the mindset 
is concerned. Not so much what the plays we’re utilizing or trying to use 
during the power play; it’s more of a mindset, and we’ve gotta find ways 
to get maybe that little hunger at trying to finish around the net area or 
scoring those goals when you do get the scoring chances.” 

The Canadiens were about as hungry on the power play as John Candy 
after eating that 72-ounce steak in “The Great Outdoors,” which is to say 
they weren’t hungry at all (and if any of you youngsters haven’t seen 
“The Great Outdoors,” get on it). 

The guys in the blue retro jerseys just didn’t have it on this night. And the 
guys wearing white, red and black, who haven’t had it in a month, 
showed up and played a good game. 

“Give Ottawa credit for playing hard and competing well,” said Julien. 

His Canadiens will have to recapture what they had before this game 
come Saturday, when they're back in their traditional jerseys. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Battle of Alberta looming, Bennett's Flames future 
may soon be clear 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

February 5, 2021, 12:30 AM 

 

It’s one thing to scratch Sam Bennett for a Thursday evening spin in 
Winnipeg. It’s quite another to sit him for the Battle of Alberta. 

We’re about to find out a whole lot more about Bennett’s future with the 
Calgary Flames, as the team prepares for hockey’s version of 
Tyson/Holyfield. 

If, in fact, the organization decides it has no use for the feisty forward in 
Saturday night’s interprovincial punch-up there’s every reason to believe 
he has indeed played his last game with the organization that drafted him 
fourth overall in 2014. 

Sitting him a second-straight game, when the NHL’s sexiest rivalry will 
call for copious amounts of the grit that has become his trademark, will 
say everything you need to know about how things will proceed. 

A 4-1 Flames loss to the Jets Thursday wrapped up a 2-3 road trip that 
would otherwise prompt Geoff Ward to consider lineup changes, like 
replacing the struggling Joakim Nordstrom with the hard-hitting Bennett. 

However, things are radically different from when we last saw Bennett 
skating alongside Johnny Gaudreau and Sean Monahan in the dying 
minutes of Tuesday’s loss. 

The team has since gotten some clarity directly from Bennett on his 
desire for a change of scenery. 

He wants out, prompting management to resort to the, ‘If you’re not in, 
then you are in the way,” mantra. 

So he sits. 

Assuming he isn’t given another shot with a Saturday assignment, his 
future rests with an understandably frustrated Brad Treliving. 

In part because of the way Bennett’s agent tried to effect change by 
floating news of his discontent through Elliotte Friedman, you can bet the 
Flames are in absolutely no hurry to ship him out. Not until the right deal 
comes along. 

The team comes first. 

Treliving has not seen anywhere near the payoff he expected since he 
made Bennett his very first draft pick in Calgary, and he’ll be hellbent on 
ensuring he maximizes the return on Bennett’s departure. 

In the meantime, it’s easy to justify sitting a third-line winger who has one 
goal, two bad penalties and a minus-5 mark on his stat line thus far. 

Unless, of course, your next game is expected to be a slugfest. 

Ward didn’t hesitate when asked after Thursday’s loss if it was indeed 
time for lineup changes. 

“Yeah, it’s time for sure," he said. “We’ve got some fresh bodies and we’ll 
sit down and evaluate this. It’s something we definitely have to consider. 
We need some energy and we’ve got some guys that are raring to go.” 
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Is Bennett one of his options? 

“It’s a day at a time with him, like it is with everybody else,” said Ward. 
“We’ll sit down and we’ll explore it and see where it goes.” 

In the two games Bennett played following his agent’s tack, the team 
appeared to try empowering Bennett with several late-game shifts on the 
1B line. Alas, as has been the case throughout his seven years of 
regular-season play in Calgary, it was fruitless. He finished a season-low 
11:11 of ice time. 

And now this. 

No more time to try bolstering his trade value or mending fences, the 
benching opens up the possibility for this to become more of a 
distraction. 

Before Thursday’s game, Ward wanted to make it clear Bennett was a 
“healthy scratch” and had no interest in sugar-coating it with false praise 
when asked about his play this season. 

“That’s between Sam and myself actually -- I’m going to keep that 
between us,” said Ward, who isn’t worried this will cause problems in the 
room. “It’s not a strained situation -- you can speculate it as much as you 
want as it being that way, but it’s not.” 

The coach held Bennett out of the team’s morning skate, affording him 
ice time with the taxi squad only after the team had finished. 

“Everything that’s going to happen, in terms of where the speculation is 
going, has to do with Tre and (Bennett’s agent) Darren Ferris,” said 
Ward. “As far as the relationship between the player and his teammates, 
and the player and the coaching staff, there’s no strain whatsoever. 
We’re all good with each other.” 

Assuming he’s scratched Saturday, it will be fascinating to see how the 
Flames allow Bennett to continue interacting with the team, if at all. 

Following in the footsteps of trade requests by Patrik Laine, Jack 
Roslovic and Pierre-Luc Dubois, Ferris pulled the same power move with 
Canadiens client Victor Mete last week. 

There was an element of irony as the Flames played Winnipeg while 
former Jets Laine and Roslovic scored Thursday for the first time as Blue 
Jackets. 

Whether Bennett will be scoring for anyone else anytime soon remains to 
be seen. 

It would be folly to suggest the Flames’ second-straight loss had anything 
to do with the Bennett news, as the team finally got off to a good start. A 
brilliant slap-pass by Juuso Valimaki allowed an Andrew Mangiapane re-
direct to put the visitors up 1-0 in the final minute of the first. 

Three straight goals by the Jets in the second were capped by an empty-
netter to land the Flames at 4-5-1 and end Johnny Gaudreau’s nine-
game point streak. 

Understandably, the post-game Zoom call featured an agitated coach 
and players. 

“It starts with us being harder -- right now we’re soft in a lot of areas of 
the game,” said Ward. “We’ve got to get better or we can stay bitter, 
that’s really our choice.” 

This isn’t anywhere close to the start the Calgary Flames were hoping 
for. And the road ahead presents plenty of obstacles. 

With, or without, Bennett. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Spezza's hat trick shows just how special he is to Maple 
Leafs 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

February 5, 2021, 12:52 AM 

 

TORONTO -- Eighteen days ago Jason Spezza was willing to retire if 
another NHL team decided to pluck him off waivers from the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. Nine days ago he watched a game from the press box in 
Calgary while Sheldon Keefe worked some fresh legs in on the fourth 
line. 

And on Thursday night Spezza turned back the clock with a hat trick that 
left his teammates buzzing. 

To fully grasp what the moment meant inside a socially distanced 
dressing room you must first understand why the 37-year-old is so 
beloved here. It’s not just because he’s always stepping up with advice or 
assistance for teammates, although he certainly does that. It’s not even 
because of the impressive NHL career and resume he’s built, although 
that naturally gives him cache. 

No, what stands out most about Spezza at age 37 is that he’s still 
pouring every ounce of energy he has into being a hockey player. His 
much younger teammates see him as a peer, not an oracle. And he’s 
earned their respect. 

“He means a lot to this team,” said Auston Matthews. “I think more than 
anybody knows.” 

You could see it in the way they celebrated Spezza’s third goal against 
the Vancouver Canucks, after he settled a chest-high pass and drove 
around Alex Edler like it was 2008 again. Justin Holl and John Tavares 
pinned him in a celebration circle immediately. William Nylander looked 
like an overexcited kid who had just witnessed something that blew his 
mind. 

More than the goals — each of which was a beauty — that’s what 
Spezza himself will remember most about his eighth NHL hat trick and 
first since April 9, 2016. 

“Those are moments that I think you never forget,” he said. 

These sort of touch points are important in any season, but arguably 
more so now. The challenges are ever-present even when you’re 
humming along at the top of the NHL standings with an 8-2-1 record, as 
the Leafs were after their 7-3 victory over the Canucks. 

On Thursday they came from the introduction of more stringent health 
and safety protocols, including a new league-wide mandate preventing 
players from arriving at the arena more than an hour and 45 minutes 
before puck drop. 

That change is particularly tough for a rink rat like Spezza, who has 
carved out a routine over 1,200-plus games that requires a much earlier 
start. But he pointed out that the Leafs made a vow during training camp 
to roll with the punches this season and after teammates doused him 
with water inside the dressing room following Thursday’s victory they also 
chirped him about following the wrong pre-game ritual these last 18 
years. 

Those are the kind of moments that help bond a team through the grind, 
and no one embraces the grind quite like Spezza. He was on the ice for 
extra skills work Monday even when it could have been an excused day 
off. And he was one of the only regulars to come out for Thursday’s 
optional morning skate at Scotiabank Arena, setting up shop early to help 
Frederik Andersen with some goalie-specific drills. 

Spezza once explained that when he was young he worked hard to get 
better and now he recognizes the need to work hard just to hold on to 
whatever he still has. 
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“He’s been amazing,” said Mitch Marner. “He’s still a big-name player in 
this league. He still gets a lot of respect around the league for everything 
he does. I remember the first day when we did sign him [in 2019], and 
then obviously coming back this year, just the excitement in our team and 
just the excitement in our group chat of having him back.” 

Spezza has struck up a strong relationship with Matthews despite the 14 
years between them. As a former top draft pick and franchise 
cornerstone he understands what Matthews goes through, sure, but the 
real key to their connection is found on a much more basic level. 

“We both share a pretty big passion about our sticks, so I think naturally 
we pretty much hit it off pretty early,” said Matthews. “Just his dedication. 
He can’t take a day off the ice. Like, when we have days off he still goes 
in there and he skates, he prepares his sticks, prepares his gear, he’ll do 
whatever, he just loves being at the rink.” 

There isn’t one person inside the organization who questions Spezza’s 
commitment to the cause. 

He didn’t complain when he was scratched on opening night in 2019 by 
former coach Mike Babcock after joining his hometown team on a 
league-minimum contract. He didn’t balk when general manager Kyle 
Dubas phoned his agent last month to explain that the Leafs were putting 
him through waivers as a paper move to free up more roster flexibility. 

And he knows that he must still earn his place in Keefe’s lineup on a 
nightly basis — something that looks pretty secure after putting up eight 
points in the first 10 games in limited minutes. No regular on the team is 
even close to his 4.39 points per hour to start this season. 

The vast majority of players with Spezza’s bank account and past glories 
wouldn’t still be subjecting themselves to all of this. He’s held on to a 
pure love for the sport despite how ugly its business can occasionally be, 
and part of his reward is a night like Thursday. 

Officially, he’s still here giving it everything he’s got to try and win a 
Stanley Cup. But that only explains the desired destination. Spezza’s real 
secret is he’s learned to love the journey and the guys around him have 
come to recognize how special that is. 

“I don’t think you can ever replicate the bond you have with teammates 
over the years,” Spezza said. “There’s ups and downs, and kind of trials 
and tribulations, but you always have each other’s back and that’s pretty 
special stuff. You don’t get that unless you’re playing. 

“For me I try to stay motivated and keep myself relevant and make sure 
that I can help the team out so I can keep playing.” 

And so he plays on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: The Good and Bad Edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

February 4, 2021, 2:45 PM 

 

It's hard to believe, but we're quickly coming up to the quarter mark of the 
season. 

Fourteen games will mark that in a 56-game season and the North 
Division will all get their first as COVID protocols have forced teams in 
other loops to postpone games. That is a situation worth keeping an eye 
on and, we wonder, at what point does it become more plausible for a 

division to play less than 56 games, or have to have an order decided by 
points percentage? 

We're not there yet, and there is an extra week the NHL can use at the 
end of the regular season (and has already started to with Dallas) but the 
schedule is already condensed enough. 

We're also not "there yet" on making any final conclusions on teams. 
Sample sizes are still small enough to wonder how much is real and how 
much is being propped up by hot streaks. There is a bit of good and bad 
in every team, and that's the focus of this week's NHL Power Rankings. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

The good: Pretty much everything. With a PP and PK that are both top 
12, Montreal has also outscored opponents 23-12 at even 5-on-5, tied 
with St. Louis for the league lead at plus-11 in that situation. At 5-on-5, 
Montreal averages the highest danger chances for, and fewest high 
danger chances against, per game in the North Division, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. 

The bad: Getting a trade request from a 22-year-old defencemen -- who 
you actually have plans for -- is a tough pill to swallow. Depth is a team 
strength, but it has forced Victor Mete to the sidelines for most of the 
season. He was back in the lineup in Monday's win (17:45 TOI, 
46.67CF%) and GM Marc Bergevin said he doesn't want to trade the 
player, but there would be interest. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

The good: The defending champs haven't really missed a beat, and are 
rolling along without Nikita Kucherov. No team generates more high 
danger chances per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play and Andrei Vasilevskiy 
has stayed hot with a 2.14 GAA and .926 save percentage. 

The bad: Really nit-picking here, but Tampa has only played one game 
against the three teams in their division who are equal to or better than 
them in points percentage -- Dallas, Carolina, Florida -- and they are 0-0-
1. Not that we're doubting the champs, but they haven't played much 
against the teams we would consider the top contenders in their group 
yet. 

3. Boston Bruins 

The good: It’d be crazy to bet against the Bruins. After a slow start 
scoring at 5-on-5, Boston has picked up the pace. They got 13 of a 
possible 14 points from Pittsburgh, Washington and Philadelphia over the 
past two weeks as a reminder that they're still here. Despite losses on 
the back end over the off-season, they remain one of the best defensive 
teams and -- as Sportlogiq explored -- their expected goal percentage vs. 
actual goals indicates more offence is likely to come. 

The bad: Tuukka Rask hasn't been great yet (which has been a reminder 
as to how valuable Jaroslav Halak is to the team). At 5-on-5, Rask has 
allowed nine goals, over two more than his "expected" goals against rate. 

4. St. Louis Blues 

The good: Running hot, the Blues are one of the best 5-on-5 teams in the 
league. Jordan Kyrou's breakout season is happening, as he's already 
set new personal bests and leads the team with 12 points in 10 games. 

The bad: There are high hopes for Ville Husso to at least be a stable 
backup to Jordan Binnington (especially for this condensed schedule), 
but he hasn't been up to the task so far. He allowed four goals to 
Colorado in relief during an 8-0 loss, then allowed five goals against the 
Kings. Husso's meeting with Anaheim's hapless offence was much 
better, allowing one goal. Also, both special teams units rank outside the 
top 20 and could stand to be better. 

5. Colorado Avalanche 

The good: The Bowen Byram-Cale Makar era as a pair has begun and 
it's everything we hoped it would be (so far). Just an exciting 1-2 punch 
on the back end that should blossom into a nearly impossible duo to 
contain. Losing Phillip Grubauer to injury in the bubble last summer was 
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a significant blow, so to see him at or near the top of the league in save 
percentage, goals-against average and shutouts is a welcome sight. 

The bad: Nathan MacKinnon is such a bull on this team, so having to go 
on without him for the next few weeks will be a test for the roster. And it's 
not just him -- a bunch of injuries will test their depth. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

The good: The power play is humming, they're taking -- and holding -- 
leads, the off-season additions are fitting in seamlessly and contributing, 
and Frederik Andersen seems to be (mostly) settling in after a brief rocky 
start. Toronto, along with Montreal, seems to be separating from the rest 
of the North Division group. 

The bad: Their 5-on-5 play, where they've outscored opponents by only 
one so far, needs improvement for when the special teams units have a 
cold spell. They're taking too many penalties. It has been a great start for 
Toronto but, as Luke Fox pointed out this week, there are still a few 
areas of concern to focus in on. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

The good: It's a fun team. The Corsi Kings are back at it, leading the way 
in the most popular "analytics" stat out there at 5-on-5. The Vincent 
Trocheck trade is working out nicely as he has five goals and seven 
points so far, tied with Andrei Svechnikov for the team lead in both. 
They're a perfect 3-0 against Tampa and Dallas and have a top three 
penalty kill and top 10 power play. 

The bad: Though the goalies got off to a strong start, that was an area of 
concern long-term this season for the team. And now Petr Mrazek, who 
led the league in save percentage and GAA, is out after needing surgery 
on his thumb. It all falls on James Reimer now, which will put more of a 
strain on the position in general. 

8. Dallas Stars 

The good: One of the best defensive teams in the league last season, 
Dallas' domination at that end continues, but if they ever figured out how 
to score at a decent level they could really become a handful. Well, led 
by Joe Pavelski's outstanding seven goals and 14 points in seven 
games, the offence is starting to come. Dallas' power play is third-best in 
the league (40.6 per cent) after finishing 13th a year ago and their 4.14 
goals per game as a team trails only Montreal in the NHL. And they're 
doing it without Tyler Seguin, sidelined to injury. 

The bad: This offensive outburst may only be temporary. The Stars 
average the second-fewest shots on net per game and their expected 
goals for rate per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play is currently sixth-worst in the 
league. That's not necessarily a backbreaker since they had scoring 
issues last season and went to the Cup final, but it could hold them back 
from breaking through. 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

The good: Before they were shut down due to COVID-19 protocols last 
week, if you were to name a one-seventh season MVP (OK, yes, that's 
ridiculous, get with the times) Mark Stone would have been a contender 
with 11 points in seven games. Shea Theodore, a bit of a dark hose 
Norris pick pre-season, was making his case early. Their depth was 
shining and Vegas looked like who we thought they were. 

The bad: An 11.5 per cent power play tied with New Jersey for 27th in 
the league is less than ideal. Their biggest test so far on the schedule 
resulted in an overtime loss to St. Louis and they hadn't played Colorado 
yet. 

10. Washington Capitals 

The good: They've been getting through a stretch without some key 
player (due to COVID-19 protocol) fairly well and goalie Vitek Vanecek 
has been a nice surprise. He wasn't even supposed to be on this team< 
after Henrik Lundqvist was signed, but when The King was sidelined an 

opportunity opened. Vanecek, 25, has a .913 save percentage and 2.94 
GAA that has helped the Caps through a weird time. 

The bad: Only Philadelphia, Los Angeles and Detroit have a worse shots 
for percentage at 5-on-5 than Washington and blowing back-to-back 
three-goal leads against Boston was a bad look. Only five teams have a 
points percentage under .500 when leading after the first period so far: 
Detroit, Ottawa, Nashville, NY Rangers and... Washington. 

11. Philadelphia Flyers 

The good: The ageless Brian Elliott has had a great start in four games. 
It's been great to see Nolan Patrick put up five points in 11 games after 
having to miss all of last season. James van Riemsdyk is off to a hot start 
and his four power play goals is one off the league lead. 

The bad: Haven't won in three tries against Boston, including blowing a 
two-goal lead in the second half of the third period Wednesday. They 
also have the worst Corsi For percentage at 5-on-5 in the league and, as 
Sportlogiq explored this week, have an expected goals to actual goals 
ratio that indicates an offensive slow down is coming. The Flyers may be 
tied with the Bruins for the points lead in the East Division at the moment, 
but it seems the other shoe will drop eventually. 

12. Florida Panthers 

The good: They've only played six games so far, but the Panthers 
haven't lost in regulation yet. Carter Verhaeghe, Patric Hornqvist and 
Anthony Duclair -- three off-season pickups -- have all been productive. 
The best of all, though, is that they have the lowest average high danger 
chances against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, a major improvement from last 
season. 

The bad: Chris Driedger and Sergei Bobrovsky have split starts so far 
and the guy making $850,000 against the cap has the better numbers. 
Long-term trade speculation beginning to percolate around Aleksander 
Barkov is alarming. The start is great, but Chicago, Columbus and Detroit 
are not going to measure much. 

13. Minnesota Wild 

The good: We won't blame you if Minnesota Wild hockey hasn't drawn 
your attention for the past few years (or, ever, to be harshly honest) but 
pay attention now. Kirill Kaprizov is fun to watch and has so far lived up 
to the hype as an electric player, the type that can reset a franchise. With 
three goals and nine points in 11 games, he's your rookie scoring leader. 
Between him, Joel Eriksson Ek and Jordan Greenway, the Wild's top 
three scorers are all 23-years-old. 

The bad: They have the worst power play in the league at 7.1 per cent, 
which is a shame because even a small improvement would really rise 
the Wild up in the offence rankings league-wide. And how often can you 
say that? 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

The good: Nikolaj Ehlers continues to come out of his shell and emerge 
as a real scoring star in this league -- and with Patrik Laine now gone 
they'll need him more than ever. 

The bad: Defence continues to be an issue, as the Jets allow the second-
most high danger chances against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 -- right 
where they were in this area a season ago. By the numbers, Blake 
Wheeler's defensive game has not been where it usually is yet -- just 
don't let Paul Maurice hear you say that. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

The good: Sidney Crosby is still magical and the defence has actually 
been decent, ranking sixth in average shots against per game. Two wins 
in two games over arch-rival Washington is a nice feather in the cap. 

The bad: Tristan Jarry has been mediocre and Evgeni Malkin (one goal 
in 10 games) is in one of his funks that's starting to run a bit long (and he 
recently talked about how this year was especially difficult to keep in 
shape over the off-season). A new GM will come in and have a mandate 
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to build a win-now team, but as the core ages, very real questions are 
being asked about if the window is still really open with this team. 

16. Calgary Flames 

The good: Johnny Gaudreau's nine-game point streak to start the season 
has at least begun to start to shift the conversation around him and his 
place with this team -- though Flames fans would largely acknowledge 
what he does in the playoffs matters most. At the same time, a new first 
line is emerging, led by Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk, and the 
pairing of Chris Tanev and Noah Hanifin only allowed its first goal against 
at 5-on-5 this week. Jacob Markstrom has been everything they'd hoped 
he would be. 

The bad: You never know what Flames team you're going to get one 
night to the next. Sometimes they play with noticeable passion and fire, 
and that they could join Toronto and Montreal in the North Division's top 
tier. Other nights, they look bland, bored and almost uninterested. Slow 
starts in particular have become too common as the Flames have been 
outscored 12-6 in the first period. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

The good: Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl owned the Ottawa 
Senators this week and are now on such a pace (in such an offensive 
division) that we wonder if 100 points in a 56-game season is actually 
attainable and not just a fun thought to have. Jesse Puljujarvi arriving on 
the top line and scoring a couple of times is a splendid development. 

The bad: Scoring depth remains a major hole here. The third and fourth 
lines are having trouble scoring and controlling play. The blue line misses 
Oscar Klefbom a lot and healthy scratches to the likes of Ethan Bear and 
Caleb Jones were not ideal. 

18. New Jersey Devils 

The good: After a 21-point rookie campaign, Jack Hughes is making all 
his doubters eat their words with eight points in his first nine games this 
season, where he's generally looked like a much different, better and 
more confident player. Defenceman Ty Smith may be the early favourite 
for the Calder Trophy. 

The bad: Count me among those who took a flyer on a P.K. Subban 
bounce back of sorts in fantasy hockey. He's minus-five with three 
assists so far and now it seems that may never come. The Devils also 
allow far too many high-quality scoring chances and while Mackenzie 
Blackwood covered some of that up in his three starts (before going on 
the COVID-19 protocol list) he won't be able to sustain a .948 save 
percentage all season. Scott Wedgewood allowed three goals or more in 
four of his five starts and New Jersey won just one of those games. 

19. Columbus Blue Jackets 

The good: The Patrik Laine era didn't start with the cannon fire we'd 
hoped, but he will be a game-changer for the team. Joonas Korpisalo 
and Elvis Merzlikins have picked up from last season and shown well 
backstopping a defence that has allowed the fourth-most average shots 
against per game. 

The bad: The Blue Jackets have been outscored 12-4 in the second 
period, so sometimes a full 60-minute effort hasn't come through yet. 
Seth Jones and Zach Werenski, both Norris hopefuls every season, are 
struggling to start. When they have been on the ice at 5-on-5 the Blue 
Jackets as a team have controlled less than 45 per cent of the shot 
attempts and they have combined for two goals and five points in 11 
games. 

20. NY Islanders 

The good: Mathew Barzal continues to crush it, doubling the point output 
of the next-highest scoring Islander. Semyon Varlamov has been mostly 
good (though a couple of recent starts put a damper on it), and the team 
is still one of the better teams (eighth) in shots against per game, and 
high danger chances per game at 5-on-5 (third). Barry Trotz is the head 
coach, so bet against them turning around at your own peril. 

The bad: It's now five straight losses for the Islanders, two in extra time, 
so they've sunk to the bottom of the East Division with the other New 
York-based team. Both their power play and penalty kill are in the 
bottom-third in the league, and whether or not they have the game-
breaking scorers necessary will continue to be a question. They are 1-1-2 
in one-goal games. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

The good: Well, you can always put Jack Eichel in this slot. Buffalo 
controls 60 per cent of the shots when he's on the ice and he leads the 
team with 11 points. Victor Olofsson is building off a strong rookie season 
with a point per game start. 

The bad: Though they showed decently well at the start of their tough 
schedule against Washington and Philadelphia, the Sabres weren't able 
to command the next stretch against the Rangers and Devils (though 
they did get five of a possible eight points so it wasn't terrible). 
Goaltending, at least behind Linus Ullmark, has been a sore spot. You 
just feel like this division is not setting up well to allow Buffalo to take a 
step. 

22. Vancouver Canucks 

The good: Quinn Hughes has been exciting. Brock Boeser looks like his 
rookie self with eight goals in 12 games. It looked like Thatcher Demko 
may be taking hold of the No. 1 job there for a bit, and if he can find that 
for a sustained stretch it would be a real boon for the team. 

The bad: Not every game can be against Ottawa. The Sens allowed the 
Lotto Line off the mat and got them into a groove, and put the Canucks 
on a four-game winning streak. But they are 3-7-0 against the rest of the 
North Division. If Demko is to settle in, the defence in front of him needs 
to be much better. No team allows more shots against than the Canucks, 
and they are fourth-worst at allowing high danger opportunities. Outside 
of games against Ottawa, Elias Pettersson has three points and is a 
minus-six. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

The good: Anze Kopitar has as much star power as ever and he is a key 
piece for the team at 5-on-5 -- the Kings have scored 70 per cent of the 
goals when he's on the ice. Their 87.9 per cent penalty kill is fourth in the 
league. Cal Petersen has showed well and should earn more starts. 

The bad: Any faint hope of a Jonathan Quick rebound have faded with 
his .885 save percentage and 3.54 GAA. This is a league whose 
contenders are built on star power and while the Kings have a promising 
prospect pipeline to get excited about, there's not enough "wow" on this 
roster to get them through. 

24. Anaheim Ducks 

The good: John Gibson has been absolutely fantastic behind a team that 
has allowed a lot of scoring chances against. His .924 save percentage 
and 2.34 GAA are among the league's best. 

The bad: They can't score at all. Anaheim has scored less than three 
goals in nine of their 11 games and average just 1.73 per game, a 
league-low. Their leading points-getters are a group tied at five points, 
and their goal scoring leaders all have only three. You'd like to think 
Gibson could do for this team what Connor Hellebuyck did for the Jets 
last season, but at least Hellebuyck had scoring support. He's keeping 
them alive for now, but how long can it last? 

25. NY Rangers 

The good: Nothing can stop Artemi Panarin, who has 12 points in nine 
games to lead the team. He always performs. And the early returns on 
21-year-old K'Andre Miller are all positive -- four points in nine games, 
64.29 on-ice goals for percentage at 5-on-5, and an increase in workload. 

The bad: Just a reminder that, no matter how optimistic you want to be 
about the future, getting out of a rebuild is tough. It will be bumpy. The 
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Rangers have had some good wins along the way, but haven't been able 
to string together two in a row yet. 

26. Arizona Coyotes 

The good: The team's penalty kill ranks 11th in the league and is the best 
on the road to this point. Nick Schmaltz and Christian Dvorak have 
scored in every game but three so far and they, along with Conor 
Garland, have become the best offensive players. 

The bad: The goaltending is this team's strength, but Darcy Kuemper 
hasn't been as good as we've come to expect. The Coyotes are also 
bottom-10 in goal scoring and need a Clayton Keller breakout, but he has 
a single point in his past seven games (though his shot metrics suggest 
more is to come). Aside from the penalty kill, there's nothing that's 
making the Coyotes stand out at the moment. They are 1-3-1 in one-goal 
games. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

The good: Considering they haven't been able to play at home yet, that 
the Sharks are 3-5-0 isn't really a bad thing. It is hard to get a good 
measure of a team that's started in such a unique way as these Sharks. 

The bad: Unsurprisingly, goaltending has been an area of pain for this 
team. Between Devan Dubnyk and Martin Jones, the Sharks have the 
second-worst 5-on-5 save percentage in the league. It isn't all on the 
goalies, though, as San Jose allows the fifth-most high danger chances 
at 5-on-5 and the eighth-most shots overall, on average. 

28. Nashville Predators 

The good: Eeli Tolvanen, a prospect hyped for seemingly all-time, scored 
his first NHL goal since 2019 this week and the Preds will be happy to 
see that. For the most part, Nashville has controlled shots at 5-on-5, 
ranking seventh in the league, and are 12th in goals for percentage at 5-
on-5. 

The bad: Special teams have been a disaster, with a league-worst PK 
(64.9 per cent) and the fourth-worst power play (11.1 per cent). Ryan 
Johansen and Matt Duchene have combined to score as many goals as 
goalie Juuse Saros (0, for the record). 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

The good: Shoutout to goalie Kevin Lankinen who has come in from left 
field for a 3-1-3 start with a .935 SV% and 2.09 GAA. The power play has 
been humming at 34.4 per cent, sixth in the league. 

The bad: It's actually kind of incredible that Lankinen has allowed more 
than two goals only twice in seven games, and yet has more losses than 
wins. Defence remains a concern as Chicago allows the second most 
shots against per game (though we should note the rate at which they 
allow high danger opportunities has improved a bit). Their 42 per cent 
goal share at 5-on-5 is one of the lower marks in the league. 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

The good: Dylan Larkin's nine points in 11 games to lead the team is 
exactly what you want to see from him after he regressed in offence last 
season. And Bobby Ryan's season start deserves a nod. 

The bad: They're still in for a long season. Neither of the two goalies 
who've played more than one game has a save percentage over .900, 
their power play and penalty kill units are both third-worst in the league, 
and they have an overall goal differential of minus-19 -- better than only 
Ottawa, and still 10 behind the next-worst team. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

The good: When they were together, the line of Drake Batherson, Josh 
Norris and Brady Tkachuk was mostly a good story and had positive shot 
differentials at 5-on-5. And Nick Paul has been buzzing -- if you choose 
to watch a Sens game you're probably going to notice this guy. And, hey, 
we all know it's been bad, but at least Erik Brannstrom is coming into the 

lineup for the first time, so maybe youth will get more opportunity and that 
will shake a few more wins loose. 

The bad: Woof. Where to begin? Matt Murray has been underwhelming 
and his contract is quickly becoming a prickly point. The defence, built up 
to be tough to play against but better designed for a bygone era, is being 
skated circles around. They have a single standings point since their 
opening night win, and anyone struggling in the North Division circles this 
team on the calendar. It's going to be the longest short season on record. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Bukauskas Notebook: Why Tim Stützle is able to 
excel at all levels 

 

Kyle Bukauskas@SNkylebukauskas 

February 4, 2021, 3:16 PM 

 

Every other Thursday, Sportsnet’s Kyle Bukauskas will give you a peek 
behind the curtain and share stories about what he sees and hears in his 
job as a rink side reporter. 

Here’s this week’s collection: 

CHOOSE PLAN 

1. Tyler Toffoli can’t miss right now. At least when the opponent is the 
Vancouver Canucks, that is. His prettiest tally was the solo effort off the 
rush on Tuesday night, pulling the puck to his backhand and going top 
shelf in the far corner of the net. 

Toffoli’s lone goal so far this season against a team not from the BC 
coast, however, wasn’t exactly a sight for sore eyes. 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Suzuki’s long flip pass sets up Toffoli for shorthanded goal 

I asked Brendan Gallagher what the analysis was in the room afterwards. 
“Just a real goal scorer’s goal. The way he faked the goalie out by 
making it seem like he almost lost it then managed to pull it back before 
stuffing it 5-hole,” Gallagher said before bursting into a laugh. 

For all the money spent in the off-season and new faces brought in to get 
integrated under a condensed timeline, the Canadiens are making it look 
easy. 

2. We had some fun during the broadcast last week after Claude Julien 
suggested there would be “growing pains” from time to time with three of 
his four centremen 24 years of age or under. 

Cap tip to Sportsnet’s Mike Raso for his effort in putting the piece 
together that weaves the '80s sitcom and some modern-day Canadiens 
together. 

3. You could see the qualities of a young leader come out of Rasmus 
Andersson last week as the Flames worked their way out of a three-
game slide. 

From making it clear that what was discussed in their players-only 
meeting stayed between the players, to offering some pretty honest 
advice to teammate Juuso Valimaki after the young defenceman fell 
victim to some tough luck last Thursday. Andersson followed that up with 
a game-high five blocked shots in Saturday’s 2-0 win over Montreal while 
showing plenty of the type of emotion that was lacking throughout the 
lineup two nights earlier. 
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GM Brad Treliving points to a pretty direct conversation he had with 
Andersson during his second Development Camp with the Flames. 
Treliving told him he already had all the tools and the skillset to be a 
player in the NHL. The issue was his conditioning. 

“I thought it was a positive,” Treliving said. “The only thing holding him 
back was something completely controllable.” 

Andersson took that conversation to heart. He’s now the player Treliving 
will use as an example with their prospects about having good habits off 
the ice and the commitment that involves. 

Only the ageless Mark Giordano logs more ice time on the Calgary blue 
line so far this season. 

4. Speaking of Giordano, he hit 900 career games last weekend. “A self-
made player,” as Treliving put it. 

Giordano was never drafted in the OHL and went undrafted in the NHL. 

I asked Treliving for his favourite Giordano story. He brought up those 
fateful few days leading up to the 2015 trade deadline. Flames fans will 
remember their team was in the middle of a surprising run in the second 
half of that season to qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Giordano, 
meanwhile, was becoming a front-runner for the Norris Trophy. Then, five 
days before the deadline, he tore his bicep late in a game in New Jersey. 

“By the time I got from the press box to the dressing room his bicep had 
already curled up,” Treliving said. “It completely detached from the bone. 
He was done.” 

Giordano was crushed. The Flames had just lost their captain in the 
middle of a playoff push, and the trade deadline was quickly 
approaching. 

As Elliotte Friedman loves to point out, when a GM is taking on water the 
other executives around the league don’t throw out life preservers, they 
toss anvils. 

Treliving didn’t want to pay through the nose for a defenceman. They 
kept the severity of Giordano’s injury under wraps initially and when they 
played in Long Island two nights later, he asked Giordano to take 
warmup to give off the impression he was just day-to-day. His captain 
obliged. 

“He couldn’t shoot. He wasn’t that great of an actor,” Treliving said with a 
chuckle. But Giordano was willing to do whatever he could to help the 
team. 

Four years later, at 35 years of age, Giordano got his Norris. 

Perseverance personified. 

5. There are four current members of the Flames organization that were 
selected in the 1990 NHL Draft. 

Craig Conroy, Brad Pascall, Eric Lacroix and Assistant Equipment 
Manager, Corey Osmak. 

Osmak was drafted in the ninth round by Hartford that year. He never 
played a game in the NHL, but last weekend worked his 1,500th game as 
a member of the equipment staff. Helluva run. 

6. If there is one thing to be optimistic of around the Ottawa Senators, it’s 
the steady improvement of Tim Stützle in his short time in the NHL. 

The third overall pick from last October had all of four practices with the 
Sens and no exhibition games before turning 19 years of age the day of 
his NHL debut. He was also dealing with an injury from the World Juniors 
that kept him out of the lineup for three games. 

Stützle’s three goals in seven games is nice, but maybe just as important 
is the fact he has seamlessly fit in to that locker room. Just as he did in 
Mannheim at age 17. 

When I spoke to his good friend and Mannheim teammate, David Wolf, a 
few weeks ago, I asked him why he thought Stützle was able to gel with 
a group of players that were all quite a bit older than him. 

“Because he never tried to be someone special,” Wolf said. “He is just a 
kid who loves the game. He was always himself!” 

His development alone is worth tuning in for each night despite what 
appears to be another long season in the nation’s capital. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Power-play dominance just one aspect of Malhotra's early 
impact on Leafs 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

February 3, 2021, 11:53 PM 

 

It says something about Manny Malhotra’s career trajectory that he 
ended up at the top of Sheldon Keefe’s list. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs' search for a new assistant coach was 
unusually thorough last year, in part due to the extra time Keefe found 
himself with during the pandemic and also because he was required to 
conduct all of the interviews in a virtual setting. 

That allowed him to consider a huge pool of candidates, including five or 
six former NHL head coaches and many more with experience running a 
bench at other levels of the sport. And yet it was the 40-year-old Malhotra 
that jumped to the front of the line. He’d spent three years as an eye-in-
the-sky assistant for the Vancouver Canucks after his playing days 
ended and Keefe saw a perfect opportunity to offer him a promotion. 

“I think Manny’s a terrific person for us just with where we’re at in terms 
of where we need to grow with our players individually, with our team, 
with our habits and our consistency and coming together as a group,” 
Keefe said after the hiring. 

Which brings us to another strong indicator about Malhotra’s growing 
aptitude for the job: The Maple Leafs boast the NHL’s most lethal power 
play at 43.3 per cent as the Canucks arrive at Scotiabank Arena for the 
start of a three-game set Thursday. 

This has been his baby since coming to Toronto and maybe not the most 
seamless fit given that Malhotra made his name as a responsible 
checking centre -- something documented nicely in this profile by 
Sportsnet’s David Singh in August. 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Simmonds happy with Maple Leafs power play success against Flames 

His 991-game NHL career included just 12 power-play goals. 

With two balanced units and a rethought attack that includes more chaos 
in front of the net, the Leafs have piled home 13 power-play goals in the 
first 10 games of the season under his watch. That’s a scorching start 
with no exhibition play to fine-tune things and only a short training camp, 
which included a presentation from Malhotra about league-wide power-
play trends and a detailed explanation about how he envisioned 
Toronto’s offensively-minded lineup finding more success with the man-
advantage. 

One of his strongest coaching attributes is the ability to zero in on exactly 
what he wants to see executed. He understands the demands of the 
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game and what the players are going through, and seems to have a 
knack for connecting dots between the two. 

“He’s very precise. He gives you the gameplan and what you want to do,” 
said Wayne Simmonds. “He’s detail-oriented.” 

“It’s been great to have him,” said Mitch Marner. “Another guy you can 
talk to on the bench and just ask him what his thoughts are on some 
plays.” 

Added Jake Muzzin: “You know he’s a nice voice just to talk to. He 
knows a lot about the game, he played a lot, been in a lot of situations, a 
lot of experience, so he’s been a great help to us.” 

With the Canucks in town, he’ll also be called on to provide some inside 
knowledge. Vancouver is the opponent assigned to Malhotra -- the Leafs 
have a staffer dedicated to each of the six teams they’ll face this season -
- and it should be a comfortable assignment after the time spent working 
on Travis Green’s staff right up until their Game 7 loss to Vegas in the 
Edmonton bubble last September. 

Coaching found Malhotra as much as he found it, starting first as a non-
travelling development coach in Vancouver when he ran out of places to 
play in 2016. After being promoted to an assistant the following year he 
spent a lot of time working with the Canucks centres, most notably Bo 
Horvat, focusing on extra faceoff work and other details unique to the 
position. 

Remaining Time -1:53 

Hellebuyck praises Maple Leafs powerplay after Jets loss 

He also oversaw the pre-scout of opponents and served as another set 
of eyes for Green watching games from up high. But there was no clear 
path to expanding his duties beyond that with veterans Nolan 
Baumgartner and Newell Brown ahead of him on the staff. 

Malhotra hadn’t pursued prior opportunities presented by other NHL 
teams, but wanted to go through the process with the Leafs when they 
asked the Canucks for permission to speak with him. The native of 
Mississauga, Ont., had played against Keefe going back to when they 
were kids but the two men didn’t know each other personally. 

He quickly became Keefe’s top choice to replace the departed Paul 
McFarland. 

Beyond the instant success the Leafs have found on the power play 
since his hiring, Keefe appreciates how well Malhotra connects with the 
players. He’s often seen giving faceoff pointers at the end of morning 
skates. And after Tuesday’s practice he appeared to offer Mikko 
Lehtonen some encouraging words not long after the defenceman had a 
long discussion with Keefe. 

It’s early days yet, but his impact is already being felt on a staff that also 
includes veterans Dave Hakstol and Paul MacLean. 

“The power play’s the big one. Aside from that, just the way he interacts 
with the players,” said Keefe, when asked about Malhotra’s contributions. 
“His experience as a player and what he can bring to the coaching staff 
and that perspective [is beneficial]. 

“Coming from Vancouver where he was a part of a young developing 
team that found its way to playoff success last season, all of these things 
have really helped our crew greatly as a coaching staff.” 

Credit the Canucks for a primary assist. 
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Five Takeaways: Canucks @ Toronto 

 

By Jeff Paterson 

 

TAKEAWAYS 

    My worst fear for the Vancouver Canucks heading into Toronto for the 
first of three straight against the Leafs was that discipline would be an 
issue, they’d serve up repeated chances to a Leafs power play that 
entered the game at  43% and get run out of the building. I figured if the 
Canucks had a chance to beat the Leafs they’d need to play as much of 
the game at even-strength as possible. Sometimes things don’t go 
according to form. The Leafs did manage to score one goal on the night 
with the man-advantage, but the Canucks undoing was at even-strength 
where they surrendered six goals in a 7-3 disaster. Toronto dismantled 
Vancouver at evens outshooting the Canucks 29-17, outchancing them 
29-14 and holding a decisive 13-5 edge in high-danger opportunities. 
And those numbers told you all you needed to know about the way 
Thursday’s game unfolded. The Canucks were outshot in all three 
periods including a 14-5 advantage in the third period when you thought 
Toronto might slink quietly into the night content with its victory. But the 
Canucks did nothing to stop the onslaught and so the Leafs continued to 
pour on the offense. 

    The seven goals the Canucks allowed matched the team’s season 
high in that department. The Canucks have now given up a shocking 55 
goals in their first 14 games. Last season when the team had defensive 
deficiencies that were clear for all to see, the Canucks allowed 214 goals 
in 69 regular season games or an average of 3.10 per game. This 
season they’re giving up 3.93 per game. Pro-rated over the same 
number of games they played last season, the Canucks are on a pace 
that would see them on the hook for 271 goals in 69 games – an addition 
of a ghastly 57 goals. The biggest concern – beyond the defensive 
coverage itself – is what if this is simply who the Canucks are? They are 
now a quarter of the way through their 56-game schedule. This isn’t one 
or two games or a tough week or a bad match-up. This is a team that has 
been torched for five or more goals in eight of its 14 outings. The 
Canucks simply can not keep the puck out of their net and on Thursday it 
was an alarming display of uncontested Toronto rushes that ended up 
behind Thatcher Demko. You’ll see it often because it underscores the 
issue: in games against opponents other than Ottawa, the Canucks are 
now 3-8 on the season and have been outscored 52-31. Don’t get fooled 
by the 12 standings points that have the Canucks situated in the middle 
of the Canadian division. The Canucks are in 28th in the NHL in win 
percentage at .429 ahead of only San Jose, Detroit and Ottawa. That’s 
the real story of where they sit. 

    Quinn Hughes is struggling defensively. Let’s call it the way it is. He 
was on the ice for the first three of the Leafs six even strength goals on 
Thursday. He not only leads the NHL in that department, but is in a 
league of his own when it comes to being on ice for even-strength goals 
against so far this season. He is supremely talented and a ton of fun to 
watch and this is in no way intended to place all of the blame for the 
Canucks woes at his feet. But knowing what he means to the hockey 
club and having watched him take the NHL by storm in his rookie 
season, we know what he looks like when he’s on his game. He’s clearly 
not there right now despite leading the club in scoring. The Canucks as a 
team have allowed 37 even strength goals in 14 games – and Hughes 
has been on for a league-high 23 of them which is six more than any 
other player in the NHL. That can’t continue certainly not at that pace. 
Hughes emerged as a trusted shutdown defender as a 20-year-old rookie 
because he spent so much time controlling the puck and leading the 
transition out of his own zone. It’s been a tough go for him in his second 
full season in the league and whatever offense he is generating is simply 
chipping away at the hole he’s digging for himself and his team in the 
defensive end of the ice. But it’s not all on Quinn Hughes. Brock Boeser 
is second in the league in that category (17 ESGA), while Tyler Myers, JT 
Miller and Elias Pettersson round out the top seven. Only Columbus Blue 
Jacket d-men Seth Jones and Zack Werenski – both at 16 -- break up the 
Canucks monopoly at the top of a very dubious list. 
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    A quarter of the way into the season, it’s hard to recall a night where 
the Canucks best players were the best players on the ice. From Connor 
McDavid to Tyler Toffoli to Jason Spezza (wait, what?), far too often 
players on the other side have outplayed and outproduced the Canucks 
best players. Thursday night in Toronto was merely the latest example of 
that. While Spezza turned back the clock and netted the hattrick, 
Matthews set the tone for the Leafs with two of Toronto’s first three goals, 
Mitch Marner had a goal and two helpers and William Nylander had three 
assists. The Canucks ‘best’ players continue to pick up points along the 
way, but they’re not leaving their marks on hockey games in any 
significant fashion. JT Miller downplayed his goal and assist in his 
postgame Zoom remarks suggesting those points came on his only two 
touches of the night in the offensive zone. It may be a bit of an 
exaggeration, but he may not be far off the truth. It’s probably possible to 
count on one hand the number of dominating shifts of offensive zone 
pressure offered up by the Canucks top-end players so far this season. 
Sure, there have been moments along the way, but next to nothing in the 
way of signature moments. The less the Canucks offensive drivers have 
the puck, the more the other team gets to play with it. And until that 
changes, it’s hard to see how anything else will for a hockey club that is 
reeling with three straight losses now and having been outscored 18-8 
over that span. 

    The Vancouver Canucks were good in the bubble last summer. They 
deserve full credit for what they achieved in a unique and homogenized 
setting in Edmonton. They made the most of the match-ups they drew 
and within the context of the play-in and playoff proved to be a stiff 
opponent for Minnesota, St. Louis and Las Vegas. However, if you go 
back a year to February 2nd and remember the struggles of the Canucks 
before COVID hit, many of the same issues that were present then have 
arisen again in terms of regular season games against a variety of 
opponents. The Canucks have won 12 of their last 31 regular season 
games (12-17-2) and a much bigger problem for them right now is that 
they have just three victories in their last 15 road games (3-11-1). The 
playoff bubble was a set of neutral site games. While this season has its 
own set of circumstances, the Canucks are still forced to visit various 
arenas and to make the playoffs will need to manufacture points on the 
road when they don’t have the benefit of last change. The Canucks are 
now 2-6 on the season away from home with two more games against 
the Leafs on this trip. At this rate, they’ll be fortunate to finish the season 
with 20 road points. If it’s going to take in the neighbourhood of 63 points 
to qualify for the post-season in the Canadian division, then the Canucks 
will need to make hay at home. A lot of hay. Right now, it looks like they 
would need approximately 35 points from their remaining 22 games at 
Rogers Arena. If they can’t figure things out on the road, does this look 
like a team that can go 13-games over .500 on home ice the rest of the 
way? 
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Leafs’ Spezza nets hat trick in ‘vintage’ performance 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — To his teammates, Jason Spezza has earned the moniker 
“vintage” and he channeled that nickname in a big way Thursday night 
with a classic hat trick performance to lead the Maple Leafs past the 
Vancouver Canucks 7-3, and recall memories of his own offensive 
heyday.  

“That was fun to watch tonight. It was vintage Jason Spezza,” said 
Auston Matthews. “He means a lot to this team, I think more than 
anybody knows. He put on a show and he deserves it. He works so hard 

every day and at this stage in his career, the dedication that he pours into 
his own game and into the team, to see a guy like him get rewarded 
tonight like he did was pretty incredible.” 

At age 37, Spezza became the second-oldest Leafs player to ever 
register a three-goal game, behind only Hall of Famer Red Kelly. It 
marked the eighth time, against the eighth different team, in his career 
that Spezza accomplished the feat, and was his first hat trick since April 
9, 2016. 

There were no fans in the stands to fete Spezza with the traditional 
raining of head gear, but Toronto found its own way to give Spezza the 
first-star treatment.  

“No hats, but I got a bit of a water shower walking in the room, so the 
guys got me good,” Spezza said. “But obviously a nice night. The puck 
was following me. I haven't had too many of those nights the last couple 
years so it's obviously nice to get.” 

Indeed, Spezza hadn’t registered even two goals in a game since Jan. 
16, 2018, relegated mostly to fourth-line minutes in his last two seasons 
with Toronto while averaging 10:38 time on ice per night.  

But no matter what role the Leafs have asked him to take on, Spezza has 
embraced every one. He’s been a mentor to NHL newcomers like Mikko 
Lehtonen, a sounding board for rising superstars Matthews and Mitch 
Marner and a good soldier when Toronto put him on waivers last month 
because of salary cap considerations.  

The dedication Spezza brings to each aspect of his game is what has 
made him so popular a figure in the Leafs’ room.  

“Even more than getting a hat trick tonight, it makes me proud just to see 
how happy the guys were for me,” Spezza acknowledged. "Those are the 
moments that I think you never forget. So it’s less so about the goals and 
moreso just the appreciation of your teammates.” 

In fact, head coach Sheldon Keefe said some Leafs were teasing Spezza 
about how he came in on Monday’s off day to work with the team’s skills 
coaches only to cap off Thursday's hat trick with tricks picked up from 
those sessions. 

“Nobody would have blamed him for taking the off day,” Keefe said. “But 
he comes in, he works with the skills coaches and some of the guys are 
giving it to [him] a little bit because they thought that the hat trick goal 
looked a lot like some of the drills he was doing there with the 
development staff here this week. So it's great to see him get rewarded 
for that and the guys were really happy for him.” 

“He can't take a day off,” added Matthews with a laugh. “Even when we 
have days off, he still goes in there. He skates, prepares sticks, prepared 
his gear. He'll do whatever, he just loves being at the rink. To see the 
dedication and the passion that he has for the game day in, day out, it's 
just incredible.” 

Matthews may not have managed a hat trick of his own to match 
Spezza’s, but he did add two goals in the win over Vancouver, while 
Marner and John Tavares pocketed the others.  

Toronto was in total control of the action from puck drop, jumping out to a 
lead they’d never relinquish with Matthews’ end-to-end strike early in the 
first period. It was right around then that the Leafs were also reduced to 
having only five defencemen, after Travis Dermott suffered a leg injury on 
his first shift in a collision with Tyler Motte.  

Keefe said the issue with Dermott was “minor,” though, and 
characterized it as a charley horse that the blueliner couldn’t shake. He’s 
expected to be reassessed at Friday’s practice.  

But with the club’s offence rolling, Toronto was able to absorb Dermott’s 
loss more easily. By the time Spezza had dangled through Vancouver’s 
defence and past Thatcher Demko’s left pad for his third strike, it was 6-3 
Toronto and victory was all but preordained.  
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“Vintage Spezz right there,” confirmed Marner of his teammate’s 
showing. “Some of those shots and goals and moves he's making, it's 
vintage. I think anyone is happy for that guy whenever he does well.” 

Marner tried recalling when exactly Spezza earned his “vintage” moniker, 
and thought it stemmed from a particularly skilled goal he scored last 
February on Ducks’ goalie Ryan Miller.  

Either way, Thursday was a night Spezza is likely to remember for years 
to come, as will those on the bench who watched what continual 
dedication to his craft can still bring about for the veteran. 

“The game has been good to me,” Spezza said. “I think I'm still chasing 
the Stanley Cup and that's what keeps me driving but just coming to the 
rink and being part of a team I don't think you can ever replicate the bond 
you have with teammates over the years. There’s ups and downs and 
trials and tribulations, but we always have each other's back and that's 
pretty special stuff so I try to stay motivated and keep myself relevant 
and make sure that I can help the team.” 
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Hughes looks to tighten up defensively against Matthews, Leafs 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate on Thursday morning. The 
Canucks held a full skate. 

Vancouver's Quinn Hughes leads all NHL defencemen in scoring with 14 
points, but he has also been on the ice for more five-on-five goals against 
(17) than any other player.  

"Last year, I think I was really good defensively, and in the playoffs I was 
really good defensively against Vegas," the 21-year-old said. "I'm starting 
to get back to that mindset where I'm working with coaches about really 
bearing down on the defensive side ... I'm not too worried. I think it'll 
figure itself out and just got to keep working hard at it." 

"With smart players, they figure a lot of things out in time," said Canucks 
coach Travis Green. "The defensive side of the game you can teach and 
learn little nuances that can help you – probably more so than the 
offensive side of the game with a player like Quinn ... Part of it is showing 
him [video], part of it is just him learning in the league and getting better 
at it, quite frankly, and also being committed to it." 

There’s no doubt Hughes is committed. He grew up idolizing Chicago's 
Duncan Keith and aspires to be the same two-way force.  

"I don't want to be known as just an offensive guy and I don't think I will 
be," Hughes vowed. "A guy like Keith is someone I really respected 
growing up because he played both ways and that's where my mindset is 
[and] where I want to be, and it's not going to happen overnight." 

Hughes, who produced three assists in Tuesday's 5-3 loss in Montreal, is 
already logging big minutes in his second National Hockey League 
campaign. He averages 22 minutes and 40 seconds per night, which 
leads the Canucks.  

Hughes needed some maintenance days earlier this season, but 
downplayed any concerns about his health.  

"I've been working with the staff and they've been doing a great job with 
me and I can't say I don't feel good right now. I feel 100 per cent, so 
that's exciting and I’m ready to play tonight and happy with how I feel." 

Hughes will face some hard minutes tonight against a rested Leafs team 
full of offensive firepower. Auston Matthews is heating up, with a goal in 
each of his past five games. 

"I haven't thought too much about him because the biggest thing is trying 
to worry about myself and getting my mind in a good spot," Hughes said. 

"He's a special player," Matthews said of Hughes. "He makes a lot 
happen. Extremely deceptive. Great skater. He might not be the biggest 
guy [5-foot-10], but he's not easy to hit. He's a guy you got to be aware of 
when he’s out there. He makes a lot happen for that team at both ends of 
the ice." 

Matthews scored in both games against the Canucks last season while 
Hughes was held off the scoresheet and finished with a minus-5 rating.  

"He's so skilled," Hughes observed of his fellow American. "He's so silky 
and same with [Mitch] Marner. So, for me, just try and box those guys out 
and get their sticks and keep them on the outside." 

Hughes faces huge challenge trying to slow down red-hot Matthews 

The Leafs host the Canucks tonight at Scotiabank Arena, the first of 
three straight between the two teams. Quinn Hughes has been on the ice 
for more five-on-five goals than anyone in the NHL this season, and 
tonight he’ll face a huge challenge against Leafs sniper Auston 
Matthews, who has scored in each of his last five games. 

Matthews and Marner were able to get to the inside a couple times 
against the Oilers on Saturday, including on a nice give-and-go goal.  

"There was some really great sequences," noted Leafs head coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "Auston and Mitch really working in the offensive zone in 
particular, and Zach [Hyman] obviously has a role to play on that line, but 
I thought those other two were really moving well with and without the 
puck and making it hard on the opposition." 

After a four-day break between games, Keefe is hoping to see more of 
that from the rest of the team.  

"We need to get from our zone to the offensive zone a lot quicker, a lot 
more efficiently with a lot more speed and purpose. If we do that there’s 
going to be a lot more opportunities for our best players to do what they 
do," the coach said. 

"We should be a re-energized group," said Matthews. "We should have 
some good legs. We definitely want to focus on getting off to a good start 
having not played in four days. We had a couple good days in practice 
and the start tonight will be really key for us." 

Nic Petan will make his season debut with the Leafs Thursday, becoming 
the 18th forward to play in a game for the team this year.  

"There will come a time where we have to settle on the people that we 
think are our absolute best lineup each day," said Keefe. “We don’t think 
we’re quite there yet, but we're inching closer towards that and we're just 
going to continue to watch." 

Jake Virtanen draws in for the Canucks, replacing Zack MacEwen.  

"I just want to see a lot of energy in his game," said Green. "When he's 
playing well you notice his speed. When he's playing well you notice him 
around the puck, he’s heavier on the puck and he's got to have an 
element of physicality that comes with that speed." 

The Canucks don't look great in the standings with a 6-7-0 record, but 
four of their losses came against the first-place Canadiens.  

"They're a team that's searching for some consistency, but from what 
we've seen from their games of late, they're playing good hockey," said 
Keefe. "They've had a tough schedule facing Montreal five times ... It’s a 
group that I watched closely through last season’s playoffs and there’s so 
many returning players that you know you're going to be in for a game 
every time you're up against them. 

Still, the uneven start has been tough for Vancouver's players to digest.  
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"Yeah, honestly, it has been," Hughes admitted. "I want to win. My 
teammates want to win. The coaching staff wants to win. Coming in, we 
obviously have high standards for ourselves ... We've played Montreal 
five times and they're off to a hot start and playing really good right now." 
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Flames might have found another dominant defensive pairing 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

For years in Calgary, the defensive duo of Mark Giordano and T.J. 
Brodie delivered high-end first-pairing performance, dominating the run of 
play in all three zones. 

But as the saying goes, all good things must come to an end. Brodie left 
the organization this off-season, signing a multi-year deal with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. Giordano is still around, but at 37 and one year 
away from the expiration of his contract, it is a short-term presence. 

The concern in Calgary, of course, is how you go about replacing a 
pairing that was such a prevailing force in the Western Conference? Most 
of the time this sort of changing of the guard blows up in smoke, if only 
because it’s usually so hard to replace excellence. 

But they appear to have managed that feat in Calgary, where a newly 
crafted defensive pairing has looked outstanding to start the year. 

That pairing features Noah Hanifin (a piece in the bigger Elias Lindholm 
trade with the Carolina Hurricanes from the 2018 off-season) and Chris 
Tanev, who signed a multi-year deal this off-season after his contract 
expired with the Vancouver Canucks. 

I’m not sure if this pairing gets traction 20 years ago, but this is an era 
where coaches are desperate for high-end skating and puck movement 
from the blueline, and Hanifin and Tanev both have that in spades. 

The interesting question when this pairing was enjoined was whether or 
not they would be capable enough in all three zones. While Tanev has 
had a lengthy track record of being a stable two-way defender, Hanifin’s 
defensive numbers have been less encouraging in Calgary and Carolina. 

But Hanifin also hasn’t had a partner as trustworthy and reliable as 
Tanev. Most of Hanifin’s minutes in recent years were spent with Travis 
Hamonic and Rasmus Andersson, neither of whom are as strong off the 
puck as Tanev. 

What’s happened in the 130 even-strength minutes we have seen with 
Hanifin and Tanev on the ice this season? It’s been sheer territorial 
domination – the type of territorial domination that spurs significant 
offensive production and eases defensive burdens, in large part because 
so much of the game is being played in the offensive zone. 

If we compare shot rates and expected goal rates for this Calgary pairing 
against other common groupings in the league, you can see just how 
disparate the performance has been: 

Any time you are clearing 50 per cent of the shot share and 50 per cent 
of the expected goal share (which affirms that the shots being generated 
are generally coming from dangerous areas of the ice), you are going to 
achieve long-term success. When you have so many more opportunities 
than your opponent at scoring on a nightly basis, the numbers eventually 
win out. That’s what’s happening here, too – the Hanifin and Tanev 
pairing is getting more than 60 per cent of the shots while on the ice and 
nearly 70 per cent of the expected goals. 

What’s all of that offensive zone control meant for Calgary? It’s meant a 
sterling goal differential to start the season: the Flames are +4 (5 goals 
for; 1 against) at even strength. That goal differential, meanwhile, comes 
in the midst of an ugly shooting slump – the Flames are converting on 
just 7 per cent of shots with this pairing on the ice to start the season. 

It’s an important reminder that territorial dominance pays dividends in 
many ways. At some point the offensive zone puck luck will turn. In the 
meantime, any early defensive concerns have been squashed. 

Just look at what all of the added offensive zone time has meant for a 
player like Hanifin over the past couple of seasons, courtesy HockeyViz: 

I can’t remember a more incongruent year-over-year shot profile than the 
early season example of Hanifin. What makes this even more convincing 
is the pairing is really doing it with three different lines – their most 
common forward teammate in Matthew Tkachuk is playing with them just 
33 per cent of the time. 

It’s also a reminder that you don’t need to be an incredibly strong interior 
defender, exceptional shot blocker, or even world-class skater to be great 
defensively (though those qualities certainly help). Because at the end of 
the day, the best off-puck defensive blueliner in the world will never be as 
good a defender as the one who is capable of ensuring his team always 
has the puck. 

Geoff Ward has struck gold in Calgary. When the scoring surge starts, 
there’s no telling how big of a goal differential this group can run up. 
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USA TODAY / What direction should the next Penguins GM take: Time to 
rebuild or keep going for it? 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Jim Rutherford shocked the hockey world last week when he abruptly 
resigned as Pittsburgh Penguins general manager seven games into the 
season. 

Pittsburgh won back-to-back Stanley Cups in 2016 and 2017 under 
Rutherford, who said he was leaving for personal reasons. He was 
considered an aggressive trader who made moves before the deadline to 
keep the Penguins as contenders. 

Patrik Allvin was named interim GM, but the team is looking for a full-time 
general manager. 

The Penguins' core (Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang) is 33 
or older and the team struggled in its past two postseasons: swept in the 
first round in 2019 and losing in the qualifying round last season. 

NHL AND COVID-19 ISSUES:What we know as 22 games have been 
postponed less than a month into season 

Which direction should the team and the new general manager go? USA 
TODAY Sports' hockey experts weigh in: 

Start the rebuild: It's finally time for the Penguins to start looking toward 
the future. They've spent years going all-in, but the bill is coming due for 
the aggressiveness that helped create a 14-year postseason streak and 
three titles. The team did not pick in the first round in 2013, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018 or 2020 and no draft pick the team has made since 2015 has 
reached the NHL. There's not a ton of high-end young talent in this 
system. Replenishing the prospect pool before completely bottoming out 
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(see the Detroit Red Wings) will help make the inevitable down period 
less painful. Malkin is 34, has started this season with five points in 10 
games – small sample, but it's the worst points-per-game mark of his 
career – and has just one year left on his contract. Is his decline real? Is 
he still part of the future? The same questions can be asked of Letang, 
who also has just one year left on his deal. It might be painful to part with 
Nos. 71 and 58 but doing so now while they still have value will help the 
Pens get the premium prospects and picks needed to jump-start the next 
competitive era of Penguins hockey, with Crosby, 33, still around.  — 
Jace Evans  

Play it by ear: The Penguins are barely in playoff position, the defense is 
banged up and Malkin is off to a slow start. Rutherford would probably try 
to trade his way out of this situation, but there's little cap room and no 
2021 first-round pick to offer. The new general manager doesn't need to 
act now. The Penguins might be able to squeak into the playoffs, though 
even if they do, they don't have the roster to get past the Boston Bruins. 
The Penguins can start negotiating extensions for Malkin and Letang this 
summer. See how that goes, and if it doesn't go well, then they can trade 
one or both to start a rebuild. — Mike Brehm 

Keep it going (sort of): For as long as Crosby is on the team and playing 
at an elite level, there is no reason to hit the rebuild button. That doesn't 
mean the new general manager should be irresponsible, but trades 
should not be made with a long look ahead. Coach Mike Sullivan has 
shown he can keep this team competitive even as it deals with injuries 
and a patchwork blue line. Crosby is under contract until 2025-26, and 
this go-for-it (smartly) mentality can be framed around the next five years. 
Malkin's and Letang's contracts expire in two seasons; the decisions 
around each of these two does not have to mean the contender window 
is completely shut. — Jimmy Hascup 
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USA TODAY / NHL and COVID-19 issues: What we know as 26 games 
have been postponed less than a month into season 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The NHL season is entering its fourth week, and one of the tougher 
opponents has been COVID-19. 

The league has had to postpone 26 games so far because of COVID-19 
protocols, affecting every division except the all-Canada North. Eleven 
games have yet to be rescheduled. Seventeen of 24 U.S.-based teams 
have been affected. 

The practice facilities for the New Jersey Devils, Buffalo Sabres, 
Minnesota Wild and Colorado Avalanche are closed, and the Sabres 
announced Thursday that head coach Ralph Krueger had tested positive 
and was entering protocol. 

Thursday, the league took additional steps to try to curb the rise. Glass 
was removed from behind player benches to improve air flow, teams 
were told to create more spacing in the dressing rooms, and coaches 
and players are barred from the arena until 1 hour, 45 minutes before a 
game. 

"We are mindful of the fact that we might be seeing a more aggressive 
transmission of the virus and will continue to make adjustments to our 
protocols as we consult on a daily basis with, and adhere to, the 
recommendations of our medical advisors,” NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman said in a statement. 

In the evening, the league postponed Avalanche games through Feb. 11. 

Where things stand around the league: 

New Jersey Devils: Eight days ago, goalie Mackenzie Blackwood was 
the lone Devils player on the COVID-19 protocol list, which can mean, 
among other reasons, an initial positive test, someone showing 
symptoms, quarantining because of a trade or possible exposure to 
someone who tested positive. Wednesday, that number had swelled to 
17, and those players are unavailable to play or practice until cleared. It 
fell to 16 Thursday with goalie Aaron Dell cleared. The Devils have had 
three games postponed through Monday. 

Buffalo Sabres: The Sabres played the Devils twice last weekend, and 
four New Jersey players from the second game were added to the list 
Monday. Sabres players Taylor Hall and Rasmus Ristolainen went on the 
list the following day, two more were added Wednesday and one 
Thursday. Four games have been postponed through Tuesday. 

Minnesota Wild: Five players -- Nick Bjugstad, Nick Bonino, Joel 
Eriksson Ek, Marcus Johansson and Jared Spurgeon -- joined Marcus 
Foligno on the list Wednesday. As a result, the league announced 
Wednesday night that Minnesota's next four games are postponed. Nico 
Sturm was added to the list Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the Wild said last weekend that first-round pick Marco Rossi, 
19, has returned to his native Austria to "rest with his family" as he deals 
with complications from COVID-19. He tested positive in November, 
recovered and played in the world junior championships but the 
complications were discovered during his physical with the Wild. 

"He’s limited on what he can do right now, but it’s certainly looking 
promising for his future,” his agent, Serge Payer, told The Athletic. 

Colorado Avalanche: Colorado had played the Wild on Tuesday night. 
Tyson Jost went on the list Wednesday, followed by captain Gabriel 
Landeskog on Thursday. The Avalanche's next game, against the Wild, 
was already off, and now two-game sets against the St. Louis Blues and 
Arizona Coyotes are, too. 

The league said the decision to postpone was made because the 
Colorado Department of Health "determined that more caution was 
warranted while the parties are analyzing test results in the coming 
days." 

The league shuffled the schedule by moving up a pair of Arizona at St. 
Louis games from late March to Saturday and Monday. 

Dallas Stars and Carolina Hurricanes: Both teams are playing again after 
each had four games postponed. The Stars had 17 players test positive 
in training camp, and the Hurricanes had six on the protocol list at one 
point. Just one Stars player is on the list, and no one from Carolina. 

Washington Capitals: The team played four games without Alex 
Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov and Ilya Samsonov, and the 
team was fined $100,000 because those four had gathered in a hotel 
room without face coverings. Kuznetsov and Samsonov remain out. 

Vegas Golden Knights: Their coaching staff had to sit out an overtime 
loss to the Blues, and general manager Kelly McCrimmon went behind 
the bench. Their next three games were postponed and their practice 
facility didn't reopen until Wednesday. 

“It’s obviously been a challenge, especially this time of year," Vegas 
assistant coach Steve Spott told reporters. "We want to be on the ice, we 
want to be practicing and obviously, playing. So there’s been a level of 
frustration, but we understand the cards that we've been dealt." 

Coach Peter DeBoer wasn't at Wednesday's or Thursday's practice, and 
neither was defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, the lone player on the protocol 
list. It's unknown whether the full coaching staff will be available for 
Friday's game against the Los Angeles Kings. 
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“It’s a new world that we’re dealing with right now at a lot of different 
levels," Spott said. "As coaches in the National Hockey League, we just 
have to make sure we’re prepared for the unexpected.” 

Captain Mark Stone noted that even though the circumstances are 
different, teams have been away from the rink this long during a bye 
week or the All-Star break. 

"It's not completely out of the ordinary, so we'll be ready to go Friday," he 
said. 

Others across the league: According to the league's COVID-19 protocol 
list from Thursday, the Chicago Blackhawks (three), Los Angeles Kings 
(two), Pittsburgh Penguins (one) and Winnipeg Jets (one) all have 
players unavailable to play. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 02.05.2021 


