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Mailbag: Lafreniere's play with Rangers, Zegras' development for Ducks 

NHL.com's Tim Campbell answers weekly questions 

By Tim Campbell 

Here is the Feb. 10 edition of the mailbag. Each week, an 
NHL.com writer will answer your questions asked using 
#OvertheBoards. 

Should the Rangers be concerned with the lack of production 
from Alexis Lafreniere? -- @GosnellMike7 

The answer lies somewhere between not very and mildly. 
There's a lot to consider when examining Lafreniere's early 
days. The 19-year-old forward was worthy of being the No. 1 
pick of the 2020 NHL Draft by the New York Rangers, but it's 
essential to understand what he's been asked to do. 
Normally, a top pick, or a high pick who is talented enough to 
make an NHL roster, will have the benefit of a development 
camp, possibly a prospects tournament, and then a full NHL 
training camp with multiple preseason games to allow that 
player the chance to adjust to the speed of the game and get 
to know his new teammates. Lafreniere had none of that, 
except for a shortened version of training camp, and has 
been thrown into a compressed 56-game schedule of 
intense, high-stakes hockey. Some thought his overtime goal 
at the Buffalo Sabres on Jan. 28, his only point in 11 games 
this season, would lead to more offensive production, but it's 
not that easy. It has appeared at times that Lafreniere has 
had trouble finding space to make plays, but also keep in 
mind that Lafreniere has been moved around the lineup after 
the center he had begun to get settled with, Filip Chytil, 
sustained an upper-body injury Jan. 24 that was expected to 
keep him out 4-6 weeks. All of these factors are an immense 
amount to process for a young player, even one as talented 
as Lafreniere. My guess is that sometime in the not-too-
distant future, we'll look back at this stretch of games, or 
even much of his rookie season, and say it was a pretty big 
challenge, but it didn't deter a remarkable player. 

How is Trevor Zegras not playing in the NHL yet? I 
understand not rushing your prospects, but it seems like all 
the deficiencies the Ducks have (scoring, speed, creativity, 
power play) he can immediately help. -- @Mkton31 

The No. 9 pick of the 2019 NHL Draft helped the United 
States win the 2021 IIHF World Junior Championship with a 
tournament-high 18 points (seven goals, 11 assists) in seven 
games, including a goal and an assist against Canada in the 
championship game Jan. 5. Then he was assigned to San 
Diego, the Anaheim Ducks' American Hockey League 
affiliate, and began the AHL season scoring five points (two 
goals, three assists) in two games against Bakersfield and 
was named AHL player of the week Monday. At the WJC, he 

made more of the small plays, reads and quick passes 
players need to make to be successful in the NHL, but it still 
was junior hockey. The Ducks have chosen to bring Zegras 
along slowly, and time in the AHL never is a bad thing, 
however promising a prospect seems to be. In Zegras' case, 
I suspect the Ducks are aware of their deficiencies and know 
he is a blue-chip piece of their future. And as has been the 
case with most of their prospects, they know that whatever 
time Zegras spends in San Diego will help him learn to be a 
better professional player. That growth will make the case in 
good time for his promotion to the Ducks. 

With the block scheduling this year, could we see this 
continue next season? Could it be conducive to take a page 
out of the MLB's book and create 2-4 game sets against the 
same team? Would the players benefit? -- @theashcity 

Let's start by saying there are a great many unknowns about 
the future. The NHL has been clear it would like to return to a 
normal calendar and cadence for the 2021-22 season, 
meaning training camp begins in September and the regular 
season starts in early October. The block scheduling you 
mentioned has resonated with many teams and many fans. 
As for your second question, Edmonton Oilers center Connor 
McDavid talked about having a favorable view of the 
schedule this season because on the road, with mostly 
multiple games in each city, he said his body feels better and 
he's felt fresher. Who wouldn't? Less time traveling would be 
a positive for every member of every team. But that wish for 
the future will be tricky, given the normal practice of having 
teams play every opponent in the NHL at least once at home 
and once on the road. It's possible that option is explored for 
next season, but the wiser thing would be to let this unique, 
unusual season run its course and then make decisions 
based on a full package of feedback. 

With Petr Mrazek's injury, do you think Carolina should give 
an extended look to Alex Nedeljkovic? I think they should 
see what they have in him since they have no goalies signed 
past this season. -- @GLaSnoST9 

That opportunity very well might have begun. The 25-year-
old made his first start of the season for the Carolina 
Hurricanes against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Monday 
and made 19 saves in a 3-2 loss. The Hurricanes have 
veteran goalie James Reimer but need someone to help 
replace Mrazek, who is out indefinitely after having thumb 
surgery Feb. 3. Nedeljkovic has played seven NHL games in 
five professional seasons, going 2-3-1 with a 2.63 goals-
against average and a .901 save percentage. He was a 
second-round pick (No. 37) by the Hurricanes in the 2014 
NHL Draft and has paid ample dues in the AHL. He tied for 
the AHL lead with 31 wins in 2017-18, and in 2018-19, he led 
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Charlotte to the Calder Cup and won the Baz Bastien 
Memorial Award as the top goalie in the AHL. It's often said 
that goalies require more seasoning than players at other 

positions to be NHL-ready. I expect the Hurricanes will be 
watching Nedeljkovic to see if his time has come.

 
 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus what we love about each team in 2021 

By Emily Kaplan 

We have reached the quarter mark of the 2021 NHL season 
-- at least for the teams that haven't had their schedules 
disrupted by COVID-19 yet. 

But we're also coming up on another big holiday. So in the 
spirit of Valentine's Day, we identified something we love 
about every team in this week's edition of the Power 
Rankings. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game 
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results 
are tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 3 
edition, published on Feb. 2. Points percentages are through 
the games of Feb. 9. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .808 
This week: @ MTL (Feb. 10); vs. MTL (Feb. 13); vs. OTT 
(Feb. 15) 

Who is having a better start: Auston Matthews, who leads 
the NHL with 11 goals in 12 games, or Mitchell Marner, who 
has 21 points through 13? That's a trick question; it doesn't 
matter. It's awesome to see the pair of 23-year-old stars 
shine together. 

2. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .818 
This week: @ NYR (Feb. 10, 12); @ NYI (Feb. 13) 

The Bruins' culture is worth praising. Amid an external 
expectation that Boston was nearing regression -- the end of 
an era for the veteran core -- the Bruins are proving that it's 
going to be hard for other teams to tear down what they've 
built. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .850 
This week: vs. ANA (Feb. 11); @ SJ (Feb. 13); vs. COL 
(Feb. 14, 16) 

There's a lot to love about the Golden Knights' start so far, 
but perhaps the best thing is the way they close out games. 
Despite opponents having a slight edge in the second period, 

Vegas has outscored teams 15-8 in the third period this 
season. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: .864 
This week: @ FLA (Feb. 11, 13); vs. FLA (Feb. 15) 

As hockey fans, we know that as much fun as everyone's 
having with the Tompa Bay narrative -- suggesting the city 
became winners when Tom Brady came to town -- the 
Lightning were building a juggernaut the right way long 
before the quarterback arrived. 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .750 
This week: vs. TOR (Feb. 10); vs. EDM (Feb. 11); @ TOR 
(Feb. 13) 

The Habs love themselves this season -- and to be clear, 
there's nothing wrong with that. But a loss to the lowly 
Senators last week kept their egos in check. "It keeps us 
humble," Phillip Danault said. "It just shows us any team can 
beat us -- any team that works harder." 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: .692 
This week: @ NYR (Feb. 14) 

We're obsessed with all the great Philly comebacks: Oskar 
Lindblom (beat cancer this summer), Nolan Patrick (missed 
all of last season with migraines), James van Riemsdyk 
(playoff scratch to being the team's leading scorer) and Sean 
Couturier (two goals, one assist in first game back since 
costochondral separation). 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .682 
This week: @ VGS (Feb. 14, 16) 

While Philipp Grubauer is operating on a whole different level 
to start the season, let's be honest: The man breaking ankles 
and stealing the spotlight for the Avs has been sophomore 
Cale Makar. 
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8. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: .615 
This week: @ ARI (Feb. 12, 13, 15) 

Robert Thomas is going to be out until at least March 
(broken thumb), which is a bummer. But it reminds us of why 
we admire the Blues: It's their commitment to a next-man-up 
mentality. "This is what the team is built on," Brayden 
Schenn said this week. "Depth." 

9. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .625 
This week: @ PIT (Feb. 14, 16) 

What we adore about the Capitals: As accomplished as they 
are, and as hefty as their expectations are for themselves, 
they're always down to have fun. Like wearing a goofy Cobra 
Kai-themed headband that your coach ordered online, and 
totally embracing it. 

10. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: .700 
This week: @ DAL (Feb. 11, 13); vs. CBJ (Feb. 15) 

Let's appreciate that the Canes, under coach Rod 
Brind'Amour, are the manifestation of grit. Vincent Trocheck, 
acquired at the deadline last season, seems to be vibing 
well; he took a puck to the face on Saturday, then was 
credited with two goals afterward. 

11. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: .650 
This week: vs. CAR (Feb. 11, 13); vs. NSH (Feb. 15, 16) 

We adore Anton Khudobin -- the affable and highly capable 
Stars goalie -- as much as anyone, but it doesn't mean he's 
immune to the classic benching for oversleeping a practice. 
Glad it was only a one-game discipline. 

12. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: .800 
This week: vs. TB (Feb. 11, 13); @ TB (Feb. 15) 

Carter Verhaeghe was a cap squeeze out in Tampa Bay, 
giving him an opportunity to sign in Florida for a bigger 
opportunity. Verhaeghe has practically doubled his ice time 
this season, and has nearly as many goals (six) in his first 10 
games as he had in 52 games last season (nine). 

13. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .625 
This week: vs. OTT (Feb. 11, 13); @ EDM (Feb. 15) 

There's something quite admirable about a coach standing 
up for his players, especially against perceived injustice. Find 
yourself somebody who talks about you like the way Paul 
Maurice talks about Blake Wheeler when the media comes 
questioning. 

14. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .536 
This week: @ CHI (Feb. 11, 13); @ CAR (Feb. 15) 

Love that the Blue Jackets are responsible for their fair share 
of juicy drama. The NHL admits it erroneously awarded a 
goal to a Columbus opponent, John Tortorella benches 
another star (Patrik Laine, whom the team just landed in a 
blockbuster trade) and Mikko Koivu suddenly retires ... all in 
one week. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .500 
This week: @ NYI (Feb. 11); vs. WSH (Feb. 14, 15) 

For the second straight season, the Penguins have had a 
young defenseman blossom before our very eyes. In 2019-
20, it was John Marino. Now, it's 21-year-old Pierre-Olivier 
Joseph making massive strides on the blue line. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .533 
This week: @ MTL (Feb. 11); vs. WPG (Feb. 15) 

As much as you hate the overreliance on the team's 
superstar duo, you do love the fact that two of the best 
players in the world are being showcased every game. 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl were on the ice for the 
final 5:45 of Battle of Alberta, Round 1 on Saturday. 

17. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .545 
This week: vs. PIT (Feb. 11); vs. BOS (Feb. 13); @ BUF 
(Feb. 15, 16) 

Love that it's so easy to write off the Islanders after a 
middling start (like the one they're having) and know very 
well they are going to look like a dangerous defensive 
juggernaut by spring, ready to make a playoff run. It's like 
clockwork. 

18. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .542 
This week: vs. STL (Feb. 12, 13, 15) 

Conor Garland is an undersized winger who was passed 
over in his first draft year, made less than $800,000 last 
season, and still leads the Coyotes in scoring thanks to a 
tenacious work ethic. You love to see it. 

19. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .545 
This week: @ LA (Feb. 16) 

The Wild will remain on a COVID pause this week, thanks to 
a cluster of cases. So let's take a moment and recognize the 
hot start for Jordan Greenway. The 23-year-old has leveled 
up, and leads his team in scoring. 
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20. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .556 
This week: @ NYR (Feb. 16) 

We'll always love a team that works hard but doesn't take 
itself too seriously, like the Devils. Lindy Ruff is a hero for 
recognizing defenseman P.K. Subban after New Jersey's 
last game "for his first game without being minus." 

21. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .542 
This week: @ VAN (Feb. 11, 13, 15) 

Things aren't always consistently smooth in Calgary, but we 
love a good redemption story. After a not-so-great 2019-20, 
Johnny Gaudreau is looking like Johnny Hockey again, 
scoring seven goals in his first 11 games. 

22. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .571 
This week: vs. CBJ (Feb. 11, 13); @ DET (Feb. 15) 

Here's a thing we didn't think we'd be saying about the 
Blackhawks: their power play is good. Like maybe really 
good. Chicago is fourth in efficiency (31.6%), and has 18 
power-play goals already. 

23. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .464 
This week: @ VGS (Feb. 11); @ SJ (Feb. 15) 

Let's gush about one particular Duck: John Gibson, who is 
often burdened by very little help. But to start the season, it 
felt like the 27-year-old goaltender was single-handedly 
keeping the team competitive. 

24. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .500 
This week: vs. NYI (Feb. 15, 16) 

The Sabres don't know when they'll play hockey again after a 
ninth player (plus coach Ralph Krueger) ended up on the 
COVID-19 protocol list. So it's a good time to read this story 
by Chris Peters, on expectations vs reality for top picks, like 
Rasmus Dahlin. Spoiler: he's still on track to be great! 

25. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .455 
This week: vs. BOS (Feb. 10, 12); vs. PHI (Feb. 14); vs. NJ 
(Feb. 16) 

The Rangers had scored only17 goals at 5-on-5 entering this 
week's series against the Islanders. The silver lining? Rookie 
K'Andre Miller has been on the ice for nine of them. 

26. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .500 
This week: @ LA (Feb. 11); vs. VGS (Feb. 13); vs. ANA 
(Feb. 15) 

It's lovely to see a young defenseman flourish on his own. 
That's what's happening right now with Mario Ferraro 
(previously best known as Cale Makar's defensive partner at 
UMass). The 22-year-old keeps commanding a bigger role. 

27. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .385 
This week: vs. DET (Feb. 11, 13); @ DAL (Feb. 15, 16) 

It's amazing that coach John Hynes was able to identify the 
team's scoring issues: the team is sixth in even-strength shot 
attempts, but 31st in even-strength shots on net. Get more 
pucks on net, get more goals, win; easy as that! 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .375 
This week: vs. CGY (Feb. 11, 13, 15) 

You have to love how passionate Canucks fans are. Sure 
Vancouver is a little leaky on D, but the fan angst is at a level 
where it feels Canucks will never, ever defend well in their 
existence as a team, ever again. 

29. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .375 
This week: vs. SJ (Feb. 11); vs. MIN (Feb. 16) 

The Kings have shown some promise, but they've been 
derailed by injuries so it's hard to see their true potential. 
Even still, Cal Petersen has had a gem of a start; the 26-
year-old sure looks like Los Angeles' goaltender of the 
future. 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .286 
This week: @ NSH (Feb. 11, 13); vs. CHI (Feb. 15) 

Brutal honesty: there's not a whole lot to love about the 
Detroit Red Wings this season, besides not being quite as 
bad as last season. But, they do have a sick uniform set. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .179 
This week: @ WPG (Feb. 11, 13); @ TOR (Feb. 15) 

Even if the Senators feel like the only Canadian Division 
team without a chance at making the playoffs, they're still 
worth watching every night. Watching rookie Tim Stutzle 
shine is one of the reasons to do so.
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Wolves advance to 3-0 

Nineteen-year-old forward Phil Tomasino produced his first 
two professional goals to spark the Chicago Wolves to a 5-2 
victory over the Rockford IceHogs Tuesday afternoon at 
Triphahn Center. 

Center Rem Pitlick also scored twice and rookie center Seth 
Jarvis delivered his third goal in as many games as the 
Wolves became the first American Hockey League team to 
get off to a 3-0-0-0 start. 

Jeremy Helvig (2-0-0) stopped 23 shots to earn his second 
win in four days against Rockford as the Wolves stifled the 
IceHogs (0-2-0-0) on eight of their nine power-play chances. 

“We were killing a lot (of penalties), but we found our game 
back again late in the second with a big Tomasino goal,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “And I loved our third 
period. We got back to 5-on-5 with a lot of energy and effort 
and we found a way to finish it out.” 

Jarvis opened the scoring at 15:59 of the first with a toe drag 
and quick wrister from the right circle that beat goaltender 
Scott Darling through the five-hole. Darling (0-1-0) posted 22 
saves in his first game for Rockford since Feb. 21, 2015. 

Rockford pulled even on captain Garrett Mitchell’s power-
play goal at 13:55 of the second, but Tomasino regained the 

momentum for the Wolves with his first pro goal. Ryan 
Suzuki led Tomasino into the offensive zone, then the 
Nashville Predators’ 2019 first-round draft pick swooped 
toward the slot and placed a wrister in the top right corner of 
the net at 16:10. 

Exactly two minutes later, Pitlick took advantage of a 
Rockford player slipping to the ice at the blue line on the 
power play. He picked up the puck and raced in for a 
breakaway that became a short-handed goal and a 3-1 lead 
at 18:10. 

Tomasino added his second goal at 8:35 of the third when he 
set up on the left faceoff dot and tipped defenseman Jeremy 
Davies’ blast from the point. Rockford got within 4-2 on 
forward Chris Wilkie’s shorthanded goal, but Pitlick clinched 
matters when he buried Stelio Mattheos’ pass on a 2-on-1 
rush with 1:33 to go. 

The Wolves return to the ice at 2 p.m. Thursday when they 
host the Grand Rapids Griffins. Fans who want to be part of 
the Chicago Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by Hefty, can 
get their personalized Wolves cutout into Triphahn Center by 
visiting ChicagoWolvesStore.com.

 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.nhl.com/news/over-the-boards-tim-campbell-mailbag-february-10/c-321245182 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30867633/nhl-power-rankings-1-31-poll-plus-love-team-2021 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/02/09/wolves-advance-to-3-0/ 
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1183207 Dallas Stars 

 

Stars notebook: Rookie goalie Jake Oettinger takes the blame for back-
to-back overtime losses 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

12:23 AM on Feb 10, 2021 CST 

 

Jake Oettinger is pretty hard on himself. 

After another strong performance Tuesday night during another 2-1 
overtime loss to Chicago, Oettinger thought he could have done more in 
overtime as Pius Suter beat him for the winner. 

“Overtime, I think, comes down to getting some big saves,” Oettinger 
said. “Unfortunately, I haven’t been able to do that the last two nights in 
overtime. It’s something that, hopefully, in the future I can come up with.” 

It was a tough goal to pin on Oettinger after Suter walked past 
defenseman John Klingberg and into a prime scoring area. It was the 
second straight game in which Oettinger unnecessarily blamed himself 
for an overtime goal against. 

Overall, Oettinger finished Tuesday with 27 saves on 29 Chicago shots 
on goal and has not lost in regulation in any of his four NHL starts. 

“He’s a goalie that you enjoy playing in front of because you can tell he 
works hard, he’s dialed in and he’s a professional,” forward Andrew 
Cogliano said. “I’m very impressed with how he’s acted around the room 
and how he prepares. You’ve got a really long-term goalie in terms of him 
with how he plays and his style and how he is as a guy.” 

Oettinger earned the start on Tuesday night after playing well during 
Sunday’s loss, the first time in his NHL career that he started in 
consecutive games. He made 33 saves on Sunday. 

“Goaltending, a ton of it is about confidence,” Oettinger said. “When 
you’re confident, you feel like the game is just slower in front of you and 
the puck is a little bit bigger. Whenever you have a solid outing, it’s nice 
to just build on it.” 

Eating his words? On Tuesday morning, Klingberg fired a shot of friendly 
banter at Swedish pal and former Stars forward Mattias Janmark, who 
Dallas faced for the first time Sunday. 

“I didn’t see any hard times with him coming at me, so I’m expecting him 
to try to get that today,” Klingberg said. 

Then he complimented Janmark’s overall game as a penalty killer, 
someone who creates space in the offensive zone and pushes the pace 
in transition. Then came the chirp. 

“The only thing I see with Janny is he can’t really shoot the puck, so 
that’s probably something that he wants to work on,” Klingberg said. 

Janmark returned the favor Tuesday night by victimizing Klingberg in the 
second period. He drew a hooking penalty on Klingberg and then scored 
on the ensuing power play. 

Overturned goal: The Stars appeared to take a 2-0 lead in the second 
period on Jamie Benn’s goal, but the goal was disallowed after a video 
review confirmed there was goaltender interference on Kevin Lankinen. 

“We bumped him, that’s their call,” Bowness said. “They took a long look 
at it, so obviously was very, very close. It’s unfortunate, but that’s the 
calls you get and you don’t get. That went against us. That’s hockey.” 

The goal would have given the Stars some breathing room against 
Chicago, but instead injected the Blackhawks with some life. 

Still glass: The American Airlines Center still had glass behind the 
benches on Tuesday night, almost a week after the NHL mandated that 
arenas remove them to improve air flow on the benches amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Since removing the glass also requires moving the fans from the sections 
behind the bench, the Stars were allowed to keep them in place for 
Sunday’s game. The team was supposed to have them removed for 
Tuesday night. 

“They were granted permission to extend for an additional game while we 
are working collaboratively on required modifications,” NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly said in an email. 

Captain’s man: On Sunday afternoon, Benn fought Blackhawks 
defenseman Nikita Zadorov after Zadorov bumped rookie Ty Dellandrea 
after the whistle. Benn shrugged off the gesture after the game, but it did 
not go unnoticed by Dellandrea. 

“It’s special,” Dellandrea said. “It speaks to how great of a leader he is 
and how great of a guy he is. He’s an incredible captain and I know he 
would do that for anybody on this team. It just shows how much he cares 
about everyone in the room and is willing to stick up for any of us. 

“It was really cool what he did, and I know he didn’t take much credit for 
it, but that’s just the kind of guy he is.” 

 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 02.10.2021 

1183208 Dallas Stars 

 

‘It’s not good enough’: The Stars’ squandered scoring chances could 
prove especially costly this season 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

10:40 PM on Feb 9, 2021 CST 

 

Entering the Stars’ 2-1 overtime loss to the Blackhawks on Tuesday 
night, the points were piling up. No, not the ones in the standings, but the 
ones the Stars were missing. 

The food left on the dinner plate and scraped into the garbage disposal. 
The beer left at the bottom of the bottle. The change in the couch 
cushions. The points poached by opposing teams either with superb 
goaltending or a resilient third period or both. 
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The Stars and coach Rick Bowness were aware of the chances missed 
and the opportunities lost in the season’s first three weeks. On Tuesday 
night, it happened again. 

Pius Suter scored the game-winning goal 2:15 into overtime, lifting the 
Blackhawks to a series sweep in Dallas. The loss was the Stars’ fifth in 
the last six games, though only two of them were in regulation. 

“We’re just not doing enough to win games right now,” forward Andrew 
Cogliano said. “It’s not good enough in a shortened season like this. 
You’ve got to find ways to win games.” 

Bowness said: “I’m happy with the way we played, unhappy with the fact 
we lost a point. Again, give their goaltender credit. I feel a lot better about 
how we played tonight than we did on Sunday afternoon.” 

Roope Hintz scored in the first period for Dallas, and rookie goaltender 
Jake Oettinger made 27 saves in another strong effort. 

There are no must-wins in the first month of the season — we saw as 
much last year when the Stars opened the season 1-7-1 then became 
one of the best teams in the league and won the West. Victories in 
February do not make or break a season. 

But capturing points when they present themselves is crucial in a 56-
game regular season and amid a relentless schedule that has the Stars 
playing about every other day. 

In the past week plus, the Stars have squandered a few chances at extra 
points. 

There was the second game in Carolina, when a third-period lead 
evaporated and morphed into a shootout loss. There was the second 
game in Columbus, when an otherwise strong game was soiled by a poor 
performance from Anton Khudobin. There was Sunday against Chicago, 
when Malcolm Subban and Alex DeBrincat denied the Stars the full two 
points. 

“We’re going to see a lot of tight games as the season goes on and we’re 
going to need to find a way to score goals in the third period,” Cogliano 
said. 

Tuesday was similar, especially when Hintz missed an open net in the 
final minute of the third period. Dallas could have buried a seemingly 
inferior Blackhawks team in regulation with that goal, but it did not. 

“We played well enough to win that game,” Bowness said. “We certainly 
created enough offense to win that game. Give their goalie credit. We 
had three breakaways, you hope you get one [goal], but he made some 
big saves. We missed a couple of open nets and that’s the difference 
right there.” 

Hintz’s goal less than five minutes into the game gave the Stars a 1-0 
lead after a sneaky pickpocket and assist from Jason Robertson set him 
up for a backhand that beat Blackhawks goalie Kevin Lankinen. It 
seemed to be a good omen for Dallas: it was 4-0-0 in games it scored 
first this season. 

Jamie Benn almost gave the Stars a 2-0 lead in the second period, but 
his goal was disallowed because of goaltender interference when he 
crumpled Lankinen in the crease. 

Former Stars forward Mattias Janmark began extracting his revenge on 
the Stars, first by drawing a hooking penalty on close friend John 
Klingberg and then scoring on the ensuring power play. Janmark’s fifth 
goal of the season — he scored six all of last year in Dallas — tied the 
game at 1. 

That set up Suter for his winner on the rush in overtime. 

Last week, the Central Division looked fairly segmented with Dallas in the 
top half of the division. The Stars still should be in the upper echelon, in 
the half of the group that makes the playoffs. 

But they are suddenly passing up points prolifically, allowing teams like 
Chicago to creep up on them in the standings (as measured by points 
percentage, anyway). 

Now, four of the Stars’ next six games are against contenders Carolina 
and Tampa Bay, making chances against Columbus and Chicago all the 
costlier. 

“With how this season goes, I’ve been in a shortened season before, 
there’s no time to really take moral victories,” Cogliano said. “I know it’s 
cliché, but you see the teams that win every night in our division and you 
have to find a way to get points.” 

Briefly: By starting Tuesday night, Oettinger started consecutive games 
for the first time in his short NHL career. ... Forward Joel Kiviranta 
returned to the lineup for the first time since Jan. 22 after missing eight 
games due to a lower-body injury. Forward Alexander Radulov (lower 
body) and defenseman Andrej Sekera (returning from COVID-19 
protocol) did not play Tuesday. 
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Stars goalie Jake Oettinger gets Tuesday night start vs. Chicago 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

2:55 PM on Feb 9, 2021 CST 

 

Rookie Jake Oettinger will start Tuesday night’s game against Chicago, 
Stars coach Rick Bowness said after morning skate. 

It will be Oettinger’s second straight start and mark the first time in his 
NHL career that he has started consecutive games. On Sunday, 
Oettinger made 33 saves in a 2-1 overtime loss to the Blackhawks. 

“Played very well last game, and as we said from training camp on, he’s 
going to play,” Bowness said. “He’s coming off of a really strong game, 
so he’ll get the start tonight.” 

With Oettinger between the pipes, that means Anton Khudobin will back 
up Tuesday night. Khudobin was scratched Sunday for being late to 
practice Saturday, and has not played since Thursday in Columbus. 
Against the Blue Jackets, Khudobin allowed four goals on 25 shots, 
including two soft goals that ultimately cost the Stars at least one point. 

Should Khudobin earn the start Thursday against Carolina, he would go 
a week between starts. Bowness said a lot of consideration was given to 
the fact that Khudobin would have a week off. 

“That was a tough decision,” Bowness said. “This gives Anton a couple 
days of practice with Jeff and get his game back. When Jake’s coming off 
of a strong game, you know as a young player, you want to get right back 
in there. Anton’s our No. 1 and there’s no issue there. He is going to play 
this week. 

“When Jake’s coming off of a game like that and he’s your young goalie 
and you know you’re going to depend on him a lot moving forward, it was 
important for us to get him back in there.” 

After a terrific start to the regular season, Khudobin has fallen off a bit. 

In his first three games, he was 3-0-0 with a .958 save percentage and 
0.99 goals against average. In his last three games, he was 0-2-1 with an 
.864 save percentage and 4.31 GAA. 

Other updates: Bowness said forward Joel Kiviranta is a game-time 
decision for Tuesday night’s game, though he did not skate in the 
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morning. Kiviranta has not played since opening night on Jan. 22 against 
Nashville as he dealt with a lower-body injury. 

-- Defenseman Andrej Sekera will not play against the Blackhawks as he 
makes his way back from COVID-19 protocol. Sekera spent a week in 
Raleigh after he tested positive for the coronavirus and has skated each 
of the past three days. 

-- Forward Alexander Radulov (lower-body) is out. 
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Yousuf: John Klingberg has trade value, but he’s more important on ice 
for Stars 

 

By Saad Yousuf  

Feb 9, 2021   

 

So much has changed over the last year as we adapt to living in a 
COVID-19 world. We witnessed an NHL season concluding in the last 
days of September and a season beginning in January. Safety protocols 
have changed the NHL experience, for fans and players alike. 

That’s why I almost appreciate a faction of the Dallas Stars fanbase 
providing a sense of normalcy: It isn’t truly Stars season until the first call 
to trade John Klingberg finds its way to the masses. And this year, at 
least judging by my Twitter mentions, it took all of 30 minutes after the 
puck dropped on opening night for the trade talk to fire up. 

I could almost appreciate the sliver of normalcy, if only it weren’t so off 
base. Klingberg is not a trade asset. He’s a staple on this Stars roster 
and will be a key part of any championship aspirations the organization 
has over the next two seasons at a minimum. 

For a player to be considered a trade asset, he has to hit the sweet spot: 
good enough to bring back a decent haul but dispensable enough that 
his absence would be offset by whatever the trade return is and/or 
existing pieces on the roster. Klingberg checks the first box. He certainly 
could fetch the Stars a flashy name who could provide excitement even 
beyond just being an injection of new blood. But the second part is where 
things fall short. Klingberg isn’t a perfect defenseman, but he is a perfect 
fit for what the Stars are trying to do. 

That’s held especially true since last March, when the COVID-19 
stoppage provided head coach Rick Bowness the chance to put his 
fingerprints on the team’s identity. The biggest change came for 
defensemen. Bowness emphasized the importance of activating blue-
liners on the rush and getting more involved in the offense. The new 
approach worked: A team that once struggled to score was now able to 
do so, providing Dallas new dimensions to win games on their run to the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

The Stars defenseman who stole the spotlight during that playoff run was 
21-year-old superstar Miro Heiskanen – and for good reason. He began 
the playoff run on a torrid pace, immediately capturing people’s attention 
on an international stage. Through the round-robin stage and first round 
of the playoffs against Calgary, Heiskanen scored 12 points in nine 
games along with his shrewd defensive prowess. He finished the playoff 
run with 26 points in 27 games. What it overshadowed, though: Klingberg 
playing 26 games and scored 21 points of his own. From the second 
round onward, Heiskanen and Klingberg each finished with 14 points. 

And if you ask Bowness who his best defenseman was during that 
stretch, he gives the edge to the 28-year-old Swede. 

“Take it back to last year in the bubble: John was our best defenseman,” 
Bowness recently said on 96.7/1310 The Ticket. “He competed hard, he 
moved the puck. Everybody was talking about Miro. Listen, Miro’s a great 
young defenseman, and he is in his own right. But sometimes Miro gets 
all the attention and John doesn’t get as much as he deserves … 
(John’s) doing everything you want your elite defenseman to do. We feel 
very fortunate to have two in Miro and John being elite players like that.” 

I didn’t write this story intending to compare Heiskanen and Klingberg. 
but it’s necessary to bring Heiskanen up because too often, people fall 
under the impression that the Finn’s emergence makes Klingberg 
expendable. Heiskanen is incredible in his own right; it seems likely he’ll 
one day win a Norris Trophy. There’s no doubt he’ll receive a monster 
contract from the Stars this upcoming offseason. But that shouldn’t 
diminish Klingberg’s value. The defensive core is not a one-man job, and 
that’s especially true for Dallas, a team whose identity is heavily 
influenced by its defensemen and goalkeepers. Klingberg manning one 
pairing and Heiskanen the other has meant each playing about 23 
minutes per game this season, allowing the Stars to play an elite 
defenseman more than two-thirds of each contest. 

In addition to his standard defenseman play, Klingberg is the quarterback 
of a Stars power play that currently ranks third in the NHL. In fact, the 
primary gripe from his coaches and players is that Klingberg, who is third 
on the team in shots on goal, needs to take more shots. When he’s 
working from the blue line, sizing up the defense like a quarterback in 
football or a point guard in basketball, good things generally happen. 

“The job of the defenseman, whether it’s five-on-five or power play, when 
you get the puck to the top, you’ve got to move,” Bowness said. 
“Everyone in our league is so good today at getting in shooting lanes, so 
you’ve got to have the agility that John has. You have to get it by that first 
guy. You can’t be focusing on just the top guy and down by the net. But 
you absolutely have to get it by that first guy to give our forwards a 
chance to get those tips and get those rebounds. 

“John’s very, very good at it. You watch him, he’s moving across the line, 
he’s a great skater and he’s got his head up and he’s got a quick release. 
He has that ability to move, create that lane and then he has the ability to 
get the puck away quickly and get it down by the net.” 

No matter how you look at it, Klingberg has not only been the best 
defenseman in Dallas this season but among the NHL elite. He’s in the 
top-10 in a number of categories, including Goals For (76.41 percent), 
Fenwick For (59.16 percent), Corsi For (60.13 percent) and Expected 
Goals For (65.67 percent). Klingberg, who is tied for the team lead with 
eight assists, also makes his teammates better. Case in point: Joe 
Pavelski has been the Stars’ most productive player to begin this season, 
and a large part of that is the chemistry he’s developed with Klingberg 
between the blue line and the net-front. 

Like any player, Klingberg has his warts – namely, turnovers. Among all 
defensemen who played at least 30 games last season, Klingberg was 
second in the NHL with 3.31 giveaways per 60 minutes. However, even 
that category has drastically improved this year, as Klingberg checks in 
at No. 65 among defensemen who have played at least five games this 
season with 2.03 giveaways per 60 minutes. Even among Stars 
defensemen, that’s behind Heiskanen (2.62 GvA/60) and Jamie Oleksiak 
(2.57 GvA/60). There will always be some element of that in the risk-
reward package that comes with his style of play, but the good more than 
outweighs the bad – and if Klingberg can keep the number down like the 
way he has so far, it will barely be a blemish. 

So why is an element of the fanbase so eager to move him? Though 
calls to trade Klingberg have been there for years, they have intensified 
now that his deal has only one more year on it after this season. Paying 
him market rate could put a serious strain on Dallas’ cap, too, once 
Heiskanen’s upcoming payday is added alongside the one Esa Lindell 
got less than two years ago. Oleksiak’s contract expires this season, too, 
and re-signing him may also be a consideration given his fit with 
Heiskanen. Add in 19-year-old top prospect Thomas Harley climbing the 
ranks, and it’s tempting to imagine what could be done by moving 
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Klingberg now while his trade value is at its highest, before he could 
potentially price himself out of the Stars’ long-term future. 

Despite all of that, Klingberg’s greatest value to Dallas is remaining on 
the roster. The Stars are squarely in a championship window right now, 
with key veterans like Pavelski, Jamie Benn, Tyler Seguin, Ben Bishop 
and Anton Khudobin either in on the tail end of their primes or beyond 
them. If Klingberg’s defense and scoring ability gives the Stars the best 
chance to win these next two seasons — which it does — it’s worth riding 
out, even if it means risking his departure in 2022 free agency if an 
extension isn’t agreed upon. In that case, the Stars would begin their 
2022-23 season with a prime Heiskanen, Lindell and Harley as the top-
three defensemen. 

But this team isn’t constructed to worry about that just yet. Their time is 
now, and Klingberg remains a critical reason why. 
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John Tortorella benched Patrik Laine for off-ice interaction with assistant 
coach 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets forward Patrik Laine (29) sits next to backup goaltender 
Cam Johnson during Monday's win over Carolina. 

It was one of the hot topics in the NHL on Tuesday, a day after Patrik 
Laine was benched for the final 26-plus minutes in the Blue Jackets’ 3-2 
victory against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Many observers pointed to a couple of blown defensive coverages, 
including one on Laine’s final shift in the second period that led to a 
game-tying goal. But The Dispatch has learned that wasn’t the reason 
the 22-year-old left wing sat out the final 6:19 of that period and the entire 
third. 

An NHL source said Laine “mouthed off” to one of the Blue Jackets’ 
assistant coaches, and another source with knowledge of the situation 
confirmed that account. It’s unknown what Laine said, or whom he said it 
to, but whatever it was prompted head coach John Tortorella to keep the 
team’s newly acquired star stuck to the bench in a 2-2 game. 

General manager Jarmo Kekalainen declined to comment. 

Assistant coach Brad Larsen coaches the team's forwards, while 
assistant coach Brad Shaw is in charge of the defensemen. Those two, 
along with Tortorella, are the only coaches on the Jackets' bench this 
season, with skill/developmental coach Kenny McCudden and goalie 
coach Manny Legace watching from a higher vantage point inside the 
arenas. 

Tortorella was asked about his decision to sit Laine for so long following 
the game and declined to get into specifics. He did, however, state that it 
wasn't because of Laine's missed coverage on the Hurricanes' second 
goal. 

“That’s gonna stay in-house,” Tortorella said. “I know you guys are going 
to try to work me on that. It wasn’t because of the missed assignment. 
There’s a number of things that come into play with that. That will stay in 
the locker room.” 

Laine was requested to speak following the game, but was not available 
to reporters. Agent Andy Scott, who represents Laine along with Mike 
Liut, was unable to be reached Tuesday night. 

Tortorella took a lot of heat on social media Monday for the length of his 
corrective measure, especially in a tight game. It didn’t help his cause 
that Laine was a huge part of a blockbuster trade on Jan. 23 that sent 
former Blue Jackets No. 1 center Pierre-Luc Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets. 

Laine has two years of restricted free agency remaining and the Blue 
Jackets would like to eventually engage in talks with him about signing a 
long-term contract to stay in Columbus. It's unclear if or how this situation 
may affect that effort. 

Laine’s interaction with the Jackets’ assistant coach puts a new spin on 
his benching in the game, which was just the fourth for Laine with 
Columbus.  

“It’s what I feel I need to do,” Tortorella said after the game. “The last 
thing I want to do is bench a player. But … we’re just disjointed in all 
areas – quite honestly, on and off the ice. It’s an easy thing to bench a 
player. Honestly, that’s the last thing I want to do, but if I think I need to 
do it, then I need to do it.” 

Tortorella, who also benched defenseman Dean Kukan in the game for 
poor play, said he planned to speak with Laine to clear the air on why he 
was benched. The Blue Jackets were off Tuesday and will practice 
Wednesday morning at Nationwide Arena. 

Jack Roslovic was also part of the trade with Winnipeg and scored the 
winner Monday against the Hurricanes late in the third period on a 
beautiful high-skill tally. He's confident his long-time teammate will 
respond positively Thursday in Chicago, when the Blue Jackets face the 
Blackhawks at United Center. 

“Well, I know he’s probably going to be one of the best players the next 
game, if not the best,” Roslovic said after the game Monday. “He’s a 
tough kid. He’s gonna bounce back hard and I think they’ll squash 
whatever they have (that’s an issue) and it’ll be behind us.”  

Laine already has three goals for the Blue Jackets, including two Sunday 
in a 6-5 loss to the Hurricanes, but there might now be off-ice reckoning 
necessary. 
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Blue Jackets center Mikko Koivu announces retirement midseason after 
16 years in NHL 

 

Jacob Myers 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Mikko Koivu celebrates after scoring a goal against Florida Panthers at 
Nationwide Arena on Jan. 28. 

NHL veteran and first-year Blue Jackets center Mikko Koivu has decided 
to retire after 16 years in the league.  

His decision 14 games into the season leaves a hole in the middle of the 
ice for the Jackets, a position at which they already lacked depth.  

Koivu signed a free agent contract with the Jackets this past offseason. 
He played in seven games with one goal and one assist before making 
his announcement Tuesday.  

In a statement, Koviu said he didn’t believe he could continue to play this 
season based on his performance so far. Koivu was a healthy scratch on 
Monday against the Carolina Hurricanes.  

“This was not an easy decision for me as I have loved every minute of 
my short time in Columbus and really hoped to be able to help this team 
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accomplish its goals this season, but the bottom line is I haven’t been 
able to get to the level of play that I need to be true to myself and fair to 
my teammates, so the time is right for me to retire from hockey,” Koivu 
said.  

“I have been extremely blessed and I am eternally grateful to the 
Minnesota Wild and Columbus Blue Jackets organizations for the 
opportunities they have given me to live out my dreams of playing in the 
National Hockey League for the past 16 years,” Koivu said.  

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen said he respected 
Koivu’s decision to retire.  

“Mikko Koivu is a consummate pro and while we are disappointed that 
his time as a Blue Jacket was short, we understand and respect the 
decision he has made because it is the result of the deep respect he has 
for the game, our organization and his teammates,” Kekalainen said.  

“I’ve known Mikko for a very long time and am proud of everything he has 
accomplished and how he has represented our club, the Minnesota Wild 
and Team Finland over the past two decades. I wish him many happy 
years as he transitions into the next chapter in his life.” 

Koivu played nearly all of his 1,028 games with the Wild since he was 
drafted in 2001. He served as Minnesota’s captain from 2009-20 and 
posted a career stat line of 205-504-709.  

Koivu missed the early part of the season after testing positive for 
COVID-19 during the Blue Jackets training camp, delaying his debut with 
his new club.  

The Jackets signed Koivu to bring a veteran presence to the center 
position that has lacked depth since Matt Duchene left in free agency 
after the 2018-19 season.  

With Koivu's retirement, the Jackets now have two centers from their 
opening day roster out of the locker room following the trade of Pierre-
Luc Dubois to Winnipeg last month.  

Jack Roslovic, Boone Jenner, Kevin Stenlund and Riley Nash centered 
the four lines on Monday against Carolina. Alexandre Texier and Max 
Domi have also centered on the top two lines this season. 

Koivu is scheduled to address the media at 3 p.m. 
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Besides the third-period benchings, effort plays stand out in Blue Jackets 
win 

 

Jacob Myers 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets forward Cam Atkinson scored on a penalty shot in the 
second period of Monday's win against Carolina. It was one of two effort 
plays by the Jackets that were rewarded with goals. 

The Blue Jackets beat the Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 on Monday night at 
Nationwide Arena, the winning goal coming on Jack Roslovic’s 
spectacular individual play on a tie-breaking goal with 4:36 remaining. 

Afterward, however, the focus centered on forward Patrik Laine and why 
the Jackets’ most accomplished offensive player was kept off the ice by 
coach John Tortorella for the entire third period. 

Here are some takeaways: 

Stuck on the bench 

Laine, who scored two goals in Sunday’s 6-5 loss to Carolina, was on the 
ice for the Hurricanes’ second goal Monday, scored by Brock McGinn in 
the second period. Laine stood in the right faceoff circle and watched as 
McGinn skated unmarked to the back post to score off a rebound and tie 
it 2-2 at 12:46 — just 2:08 after Cam Atkinson put the Jackets ahead on 
a penalty shot.   

Tortorella said that decision was not based off Laine’s part in the goal.  

“There’s a number of things that come into play with that,” Tortorella said. 
“That’ll stay in the locker room.”  

Blue Jackets defenseman Dean Kukan also didn’t get ice time in the third 
period. His last shift was with 13:41 left in the second period when Nino 
Niederreiter of Carolina scored off his shin pad. 

Effort plays rewarded 

Monday’s game wasn’t the 11-goal slugfest that played out the day 
before, but Roslovic provided the excitement when he bounced the puck 
off his left skate and back to his stick to beat Carolina’s Ryan Dzingel and 
Brett Pesce before lighting the lamp with a backhand past Alex 
Nedeljkovic. 

“That’s a big-time play, especially at that point of the game with five 
minutes left,” Atkinson said. “You could tell that we were pushing and we 
were on our toes but that’s a gutsy play.” 

Atkinson made his key play at the start of a penalty kill. Carolina won the 
faceoff but Atkinson jumped into the passing lane to intercept the puck 
and head the other way on a breakaway. Teuvo Teravainen hooked 
Atkinson, who was awarded a penalty shot that he finished at 10:38 in 
the second period. 

Strange bounces 

Joonas Korpoisalo might have allowed six goals — well, five that should 
have counted — in the first of back-to-back games against the 
Hurricanes, but he made several key saves to keep the game close. He 
also had a puck bounce off a teammate’s glove and another teammate’s 
skate that led to goals.  

Monday was more of the same, with the Jackets and Hurricanes each 
getting a goal through puck luck.  

The Jackets’ opening goal, from Scott Harrington, was generated from a 
strong move around the net by Kevin Stenlund, bounced off the back of 
the Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov and over the goal line before 
Nedeljkovic could cover it.   

Niederreiter’s goal was the result of Korpisalo taking a step out of the net 
to play the puck and poke it out of danger. Niederreiter arrived at the 
same moment Korpisalo touched the puck and it bounced off his shin 
and over the goalie’s shoulder.  

Korpisalo, however, made a miraculous save at 18:01 in the second, 
when Carolina dumped the puck into the Jackets zone. Korpisalo turned 
his head to watch a Jackets skater battle for the puck, but the puck slid 
diagonally off the boards directly into the slot. Korpisalo turned in the nick 
of time to save Niederreiter’s point-blank shot.   

One more thing  

Max Domi, Oliver Bjorkstrand and Laine — three players who are 
expected to be among the top points-getters for the Blue Jackets — 
combined for no shots on goal. 
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As Patrik Laine builds chemistry with Blue Jackets, his shot doesn’t seem 
to be a problem 

 

Jacob Myers 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets forward Patrik Laine blasts a one-timer from the top of the 
face-off circle for a power-play goal in the first period of a 6-5 loss to 
Carolina on Sunday. 

Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones saw Carolina Hurricanes forward 
Brock McGinn pressure center Jack Roslovic, an action that left Patrik 
Laine wide open on the left wing on a power play. 

The next steps — quick passes from Roslovic to Jones at the point, then 
Jones to Laine — resulted in one of Laine’s signature slap shots from the 
left face-off circle, his first power-play goal with the Blue Jackets and the 
first of two goals in a 6-5 loss to Carolina on Sunday. 

For a team trying desperately for a more consistent threat on the power 
play — and its offense in general — Laine showed exactly what the 
Jackets expect from him and why his excellent shot is, well, excellent.  

“I have to get him the puck,” Jones said. “He's got one of the best shots 
in the league from that spot. That's his bread and butter there.”  

There’s a clear, existing connection between Roslovic and Laine, who 
came to Columbus in a trade for Pierre-Luc Dubois, around which the 
Jackets can build. There’s also the belief that the more games those two 
play, after missing part of the first month of the season, the more they will 
contribute in all three zones. 

But with three goals in three games, Laine’s shot doesn’t seem to need 
any warming up before it’s fully charged. 

"I've never had an issue shooting the puck,” Laine said. “It's just, like, the 
other parts playing with the puck, try to bring it in the zone, power play — 
it's just winning my own puck battles, and I feel like that was better today, 
but it's still not my best. I'm sure it's coming.” 

Two goals in a loss to Carolina decided by one goal — which includes a 
Hurricanes goal that should have been disallowed — appears important 
on paper, but the moments in which they were scored highlighted what 
an asset Laine is and his ability to change a game in a split second. 

The goal at 10:07 of the first period gave the Jackets their fourth power-
play goal in the past six games. His second goal came in another man-
advantage with an empty net and less than a minute left on the clock. It 
gave the Jackets a chance to at least get a point out of the game. 

Laine had a great look from the same spot — top of the left faceoff circle 
— on the power play in the final 10 seconds, but the shot was blocked by 
Jaccob Slavin.  

"What a threat he is on that side,” Nick Foligno said. “He's a guy, you're 
standing in front, you almost don't need to screen his shot, that's how 
hard and how accurate it is. That's what he brings." 

The power play showed signs of life, but was ultimately just 1 for 5 in the 
game, which included the final 39 seconds. The more success Laine has, 
however, could open opportunities for others, Jones said, because the 
defense will devote more time to Laine. 

His play so far might not be at his standard, but Laine has shown he can 
keep possession of the puck and make passes before the lane is even 
open. Jones brought up a play Laine made at 7:20 in the first period, 
when the winger carried in the puck by himself against multiple defenders 
and created a scoring chance in the slot.  

With Laine, the Jackets have a player who can win them a game. Then 
there are also moments like the bulk of the second period Sunday, when 

the Jackets failed to produce a shot on goal until more than 14 minutes of 
the period had passed. 

It’s unrealistic to believe those moments won’t happen from time to time, 
but it also seems illogical that Laine should get more than one shot on 
net in 14:28 of ice time when the teams were at even strength. 
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Blue Jackets’ Patrik Laine benched because he ‘verbally disrespected’ a 
coach 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Feb 9, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Blue Jackets star forward Patrik Laine was 
benched during Monday’s win over Carolina because he “verbally 
disrespected” a member of the coaching staff, a source told The Athletic 
on Tuesday. 

Laine didn’t play for the final 26:19, missing the entire third period in a 
tight game, but it wasn’t the result of his repeated defensive miscues. 

Neither Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen nor coach John 
Tortorella would comment when reached by The Athletic. Laine’s agents, 
Mike Liut and Andy Scott, did not respond to requests for comment. 

The Columbus Dispatch was the first to report Laine’s flare-up with a 
coach. 

It’s unclear which coach had the interaction with Laine or if it was a single 
interaction or a series of events. Brad Larsen coaches the Blue Jackets’ 
forwards, while Brad Shaw coaches the defensemen. Those two, along 
with Tortorella, are on the bench during games. 

The fact that Laine wasn’t benched until late in the second period 
suggests his punishment was in response to something that happened 
on the bench during the game, though that could not be confirmed. 

The Blue Jackets did not practice Tuesday, so Laine was unavailable for 
comment. He was requested for a postgame interview after Monday’s 3-2 
win over Carolina, but he was not among the three players made 
available for Zoom interviews. 

The revelation that Laine was not benched for defensive lapses brings 
more clarity to Tortorella’s postgame comments Monday. 

“No, it wasn’t because of the missed assignment,” Tortorella said. 
“There’s a number of things that come into play with that. That’ll stay in 
the locker room. 

“It’s what I feel I need to do. The last thing I want to do is bench a player, 
but … we’re just disjointed in all areas, quite honestly, both on and off the 
ice. 

“Patty and I will discuss it. It’s important that the coaches and players 
discuss situations. We have a good group in there. They’ll help. But I’m 
sure Patty and I will talk about certain things we’re looking for here, try to 
make him understand.” 

Tortorella and Laine did not meet or talk Tuesday, an off day for the 
players. The Blue Jackets will practice Wednesday in Nationwide Arena 
before traveling to Chicago ahead of a game on Thursday. 

The Blue Jackets acquired Laine, along with center Jack Roslovic, for 
Pierre-Luc Dubois in a blockbuster trade with Winnipeg earlier this 
month. 
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Laine came into Monday’s game with three goals in three games with 
Columbus, including a two-goal performance in Sunday’s 6-5 loss to the 
Hurricanes. But his ice time Monday (11:14) was the third lowest in his 
310-game NHL career, not including games he left because of injury. 

Kekalainen landed Laine and Roslovic for Dubois, but the long-term 
success of the trade could be judged on Laine’s willingness to sign a 
long-term contract with the Blue Jackets. 

The Jackets own his rights as a restricted free agent for two more 
seasons after this, but the hope would be to get him signed long term into 
his UFA years. The two sides agreed shortly after the trade to take some 
time before they start negotiating. 

How Laine responds to this bit of discipline could be very important. 

Roslovic probably knows Laine better than anybody in the dressing room, 
having spent the previous three seasons together in Winnipeg. 

“I know he’s probably going to be one of the best players in our next 
game, if not the best,” Roslovic said. “He’s a tough kid. He’s gonna 
bounce back hard, and I think they’ll squash whatever they have (that’s 
an issue) and it’ll be behind us.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.10.2021 

1183206 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets’ Mikko Koivu ends 16-year NHL career with surprise 
retirement 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Feb 9, 2021   

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekäläinen 
received a text message from Mikko Koivu early Tuesday morning asking 
to meet with Kekäläinen and coach John Tortorella a few hours later at 
Nationwide Arena. 

Koivu didn’t say why he wanted to meet, but Kekäläinen knew what was 
coming. 

“I was 98 percent sure of it,” Kekäläinen said. 

Koivu, 37, had spent the last couple of weeks becoming increasingly 
frustrated by his own play, and he’d noticed that it was becoming an 
effort to find the passion to play, something he’d never experienced in the 
NHL. 

After watching Monday’s 3-2 win over Carolina as a healthy scratch, he 
realized he was ready to retire after 16 years and 1,035 games in the 
NHL, 1,026 of them with the Minnesota Wild. 

“I didn’t get the feeling that I wanted to really get back in there,” Koivu 
said. “It’s been on my mind for a while now. I didn’t make the decision 
based on one night. 

“What it came down to was I wasn’t able to play at the level I want to play 
at. I feel for myself that, if I can’t do the job on the ice the way I want to 
do it, it impacts me in the (dressing) room with the things that I trust and 
want to do. 

“Every game was kind of like I had to push to get ready. I just couldn’t get 
into the rhythm. I just didn’t feel the way I wanted to feel as a hockey 
player and being also able to enjoy the game.” 

Koivu’s announcement came on an off day for the Columbus players, but 
he’s expected to address the dressing room to bid farewell on 
Wednesday. 

The Minnesota Wild issued a statement praising Koivu and indicating that 
he’ll be honored in front of fans at Xcel Energy Center when the 
pandemic lifts and the world returns to normal. It’s widely accepted that 
Koivu will have his number retired by the Wild, a first for that 
organization. 

It has been a frustrating season for many players, but Koivu’s season 
started on the wrong foot. He missed the first two weeks of the season 
with COVID-19 then played the next seven games with minimal impact 
(1-1-2) before he was held out of the lineup on Monday. 

“That’s a real pro for me who can take a look in the mirror first and is not 
pointing fingers at anybody else,” Kekäläinen said. 

“I have a lot of respect for Mikko. He’s had a great career. I’ve watched 
him since he was a little kid. I have nothing but respect for him and his 
whole family. It’s too bad he couldn’t end it another way, but he goes out 
with his head held high. I told him he should be very proud of his career.” 

Koivu said he was nervous to ask for the meeting. He’d signed a one-
year, $1.5 million contract with the Blue Jackets as a free agent, with 
plans to be the club’s third-line center. 

“That was hard; it was hard to go into the meeting,” Koivu said. “I didn’t 
know what to expect. They were both very supportive. That kind of gave 
me the peace of mind that the decision was right for me. Once I had a 
really good talk with them, I felt … that it was the right thing to do for 
myself. 

“It was something I’ll never forget — that meeting — and that tells you 
everything about those two, the way they run their team, what they 
expect from their players. Nothing but respect for those two.” 

The feeling is mutual, and Tortorella said he hoped that came through in 
the meeting. 

“That was the most important thing for me; I wanted to let him know how I 
felt about him in the short time I’ve known him,” Tortorella said. “But I 
talked more (about) how I watched him throughout his career. 

“I told him, ‘We have built our team here, and we play, the way that you 
played.’ It’s the way we play — we’re not showing it right now — but the 
last three or four years, we’ve played his style of hockey. 

“I told him, ‘That should be the utmost compliment to you.’ I have been a 
huge fan of yours. Forget the points, assists, goals … I just have huge 
respect for how you carried yourself on the ice.” 

Koivu could easily have retired last offseason and spent his entire career 
with the Wild. But, he said, he has no regrets about signing with the Blue 
Jackets, even though his tenure was so brief. 

“For myself, it’s knowing that I gave it my all,” Koivu said, appearing at 
times to fight back emotions. “It’s time to let go as a hockey player. I don’t 
think I would get this feeling if I didn’t come and try it. But at the end, I 
need to be honest with myself. 

“I just want to be very clear: the room, my teammates, the coaching staff, 
the management here in Columbus … it’s been first class. That’s the sad 
part. I’ve really enjoyed my time with them, really enjoyed my time in the 
room and playing with those guys and playing for Tortorella and his 
coaching staff. It was an unbelievable experience for myself after all 
those years in Minnesota.” 

Koivu has been away from his family since the start of training camp. He 
has three kids, ages 2, 5 and 7, so this season has been taxing on and 
off the ice. Now he gets to go home to figure out his future. 

Kekäläinen has already made overtures to Koivu about taking a job with 
the organization, though that decision can wait. 

Koivu plans to “relax a little bit, take some time to think about it and let it 
come to me. I’m sure it will. For sure, in the future, I want to stay in 
hockey in some way.” 
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Koivu’s retirement brings yet more uncertainty to the Blue Jackets’ roster 
of centers. Riley Nash is a bottom-six lock, but it remains to be seen how 
the Jackets will fill the other spot on the third or fourth line. 

Kekäläinen said it will allow Kevin Stenlund to grab more of a regular 
role. 

“It’s obviously a coach’s decision, but I think he’s earned the right to stay 
in the lineup now,” Kekäläinen said. “A guy like that could really benefit 
from an opportunity like this. 

“It’s not how we drew it up and how we planned, but what is right now? 
It’s a pretty messed-up year. You have to deal with all the curveballs and 
move on.” 

Tortorella agreed with Stenlund getting more ice time. But he wasn’t 
ready to say it’ll be a bottom-six role. 

Really, the only center who’s thriving right now is Jack Roslovic, who’s 
been a point-a-game player (2-5-7) since he joined the Blue Jackets in 
the Patrik Laine trade. 

“Stens will play,” Tortorella said. “But Stens may not be in the bottom 
six.” 
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Panthers rebound from regulation loss to split set with Red Wings. Big 
tests lie ahead 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 09, 2021 09:23 PM  

 

The Florida Panthers knew what was at stake Tuesday. They were 
coming off their first regulation loss of the season. Their schedule also 
picks up considerably over the next few weeks — both in the sheer 
number of games and the quality of the opponents. 

They needed to right the course. 

“You want to stay light,” winger Anthony Duclair said Monday. “You don’t 
want to be too high when we’re winning and not too low when we’re 
losing.” 

Consider Tuesday a needed step back in the right direction. 

Behind goals from Alex Wennberg and Patric Hornqvist, the Panthers 
defeated the Detroit Red Wings 2-1 at the BB&T Center. The Panthers 
improved to 7-1-2 on the season. They are 2-1-1 four games into this six-
game homestand, picking up five out of a possible eight points during this 
extended stay at the BB&T Center. 

“We know as a team that every point is important,” Panthers forward 
Noel Acciari said after the team’s morning skate. “You don’t want to lose 
twice to the same team in a row. We take that personal. We want to 
make sure that we’re getting points out of every game you can.” 

Sergei Bobrovsky had his best game in net, stopping 31 of 32 shots, 
including three wrist shots from Detroit’s Derren Helm in the final 
seconds of the second period and a flurry in the final minute when the 
Red Wings pulled their goaltender for an extra skater in an attempt to tie 
the game. 

“He had to make some big, timely saves,” Panthers coach Joel 
Quenneville said. “... It was good for Bob and good for us as well.” 

The Panthers’ win avenged their 4-1 loss to the Red Wings two days 
earlier and continued a trend of resiliency the team has showcased 
throughout its first 10 games. 

They are now a perfect 3-0-0 in games following a loss. 

Eight of their first 10 games have been decided by one goal, with Florida 
going 6-0-2 in those contests. Five have been decided in overtime or a 
shootout, with the Panthers going 3-0-2. 

“We’re playing really well over 60 minutes,” Hornqvist said. “Our only 
bump on the road was the last game [against Detroit on Sunday]. ... We 
play the same way. We don’t give them high-quality chances. That’s what 
good teams do. They find ways to win.” 

The road, however, is about to get much, much tougher. 

The Panthers’ next three games, the final two of this homestand and the 
first of their four-game road trip next week, are against the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, who entered Tuesday with 
an 8-1-1 record, picking up a Central Division-best 85 percent of their 
possible points. 

Six of the next eight after those three with Tampa are against the other 
two teams in the top of the Central in terms of point percentage in the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Dallas Stars. 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ After being held without a goal through the first eight games of the 
season, Wennberg now has goals in back-to-back games. His goal with 
about four minutes left in the first period came on a one-timer past Detroit 
goaltender Thomas Greiss after receiving a feed from Jonathan 
Huberdeau. 

▪ Hornqvist’s second-period goal, his team-tying sixth of the season, 
came in a familiar fashion. He parked himself in front of the net and 
ricocheted a long pass into the net. This time, it was a slap shot from 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad on the power play that bounced off 
Hornqvist’s shoulder and bounced past Greiss. 

“It always hurts a little less when the puck goes in,” Hornqvist said. 

▪ Florida held Detroit scoreless on its three power play attempts. 

▪ With his two assists on Tuesday, Huberdeau now has 399 for his 
career. 

▪ The Panthers are 3-1-0 against the Red Wings halfway through their 
eight-game regular-season set. 
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Sergei Bobrovsky shines as Panthers edge Red Wings 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

FEB 09, 2021 AT 11:43 PM 

 

SUNRISE — Sergei Bobrovsky made 31 saves and Patric Hornqvist was 
credited with the eventual winning goal when a teammate’s shot bounced 
off his shoulder and into the net as the Florida Panthers beat the Detroit 
Red Wings 2-1 on Tuesday night. 

Bobrovsky improved to 4-0-1 this season. Alex Wennberg also scored for 
the Panthers. 
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Hornqvist’s winner and sixth goal of the season came on a power play 
when a shot by Aaron Ekblad deflected off his shoulder and over the 
head of Thomas Greiss at 8:04 of the second period, making the score 2-
1. Hornqvist also had an assist. 

“It always hurts a little less when the puck goes in,” Hornqvist said. “All 
20 guys out there were really good. It felt like we had control of the puck 
the whole night. It was a close game, but it didn’t feel like that.” 

Bobrovsky allowed an early goal but was able to stop the Red Wings the 
rest of the way. 

“I was feeling good. It was nice to be back, to play, to see the puck,” 
Bobrovsky said. “I wanted to go out and keep up my pace and have a 
higher intensity. It was a good win for us.” 

Filip Zadina scored for the Red Wings. 

Greiss stopped 20 shots in his eighth straight appearance. 

The Panthers are 10-1-1 over their last 12 games against Detroit. The 
Red Wings have lost nine of 10. 

“We have to find ways to win these games,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “We 
had some chances on the power play, but we need to score.” 

Zadina put the Red Wings ahead 1-0 at the 3:31 mark of the first. 

“We started good, won the battles, and scored the goal and felt pretty 
good,” Zadina said. “We need to score more than one goal.” 

Dylan Larkin’s assist on Zadina’s goal, his first point in four games, gives 
him 20 points (nine goals, 11 assists) in 22 games against the Panthers. 

“We need results and we need them now with the hole we’ve dug for 
ourselves,” Larkin said. “We just couldn’t get it by Bobrovsky.” 

Huberdeau’s assist on the goal by Wennberg was his 450th NHL point. 

BACK ON THE ICE 

Red Wings F Anthony Mantha returned after being a healthy scratch 
Sunday. 

Panthers F Ryan Lomberg played for the first time since opening night. 

ATTENDANCE 

The Panthers allow up to 5,000 fans. Attendance was 3.477. 
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Florida Panthers off to 2nd-best start in franchise history 

 

By TIM REYNOLDS 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

FEB 09, 2021 AT 1:08 PM 

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers start every season with the same 
vow, to get off to a strong start and not take an early hit in the standings. 

And this year, it happened. 

The Panthers lost to Detroit 4-1 on Sunday, notable because it was the 
first time in nine games this season in which Florida didn’t get at least a 
point in the standings. Going into Tuesday night’s rematch against 
Detroit, Florida’s 6-1-2 start through nine games is the second-best in 

franchise history, topped only by the 6-0-3 record to open the 1996-97 
season. 

“We’ve been consistent in most games,” Florida coach Joel Quenneville 
said. “Whether ahead or behind, tie games, we seem to play the same 
way and don’t change the approach and stick with it.” 

Starting well doesn’t guarantee Florida anything. Starting poorly, 
however, has pretty much snuffed out some Panthers seasons before 
they even started. 

[Popular in Sports] Heat again go to wire against Knicks, again escape, 
this time 98-96 » 

The five Florida teams that went to the playoffs — 1995-96, 1996-97, 
1999-2000, 2011-12 and 2015-16 — averaged 12 standings points 
through the season’s first nine games. Last season’s team, which made 
the qualifying round that preceded the playoffs, had 11 points through 
nine games. 

The 18 Florida teams that mustered no more than nine points in the 
standings at this point in the season combined to play zero playoff 
games. 

So, it’s a start. 

“I feel like we had a great start to the season,” Panthers center Alex 
Wennberg said. “Obviously, [Sunday’s loss] is not the result we wanted, 
but we can’t bury our heads too much in this one. Right now, it’s a 
different schedule where you’re playing them again, and I feel like that’s 
a great opportunity to get back at it.” 

There have been plenty of good signs: Jonathan Huberdeau had a five-
point game last week, he and Aleksander Barkov have a combined 23 
points so far, new Panthers forward Carter Verhaeghe has six goals 
already after having nine last season with Tampa Bay, and goalie Chris 
Driedger — off to a much better start than Sergei Bobrovsky — has a 
1.97 goals-against average and .937 save percentage. 

“Driegs is really good,” Huberdeau said. “When he’s in net, I think we just 
feel calm in front of him.” 

Florida’s run of points in eight consecutive games also matched the sixth-
longest such streak in franchise history. Past Florida teams have had 
three nine-game point streaks, the 1996-97 team had a 12-game streak 
to open that season, and the record was a 13-game run by the 2015-16 
Panthers. 

There’s obviously a long way to go, but the Panthers finally have the start 
they wanted. 

“A lot of good, positive things, starting off here in the right fashion,” 
Quenneville said. 
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The Athletic / The 2021 NHL Draft ranking: Pronman’s top 31 prospects 
has lots of movement 

 

By Corey Pronman Feb 9, 2021 108  

 

The 2021 NHL Draft is a wide-open draft class. There are a couple of 
players, specifically my top four, who have separated themselves a bit; 
but for the most part, it’s a draft that could go many different ways, 
starting at the very top and through the top 10. 

Careful observers will note that the top two ranked players are 
categorized as “bubble of NHL All-Star and top of lineup player.” This 
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would put both of them below the top three ranked players in the 2020 
draft — Alexis Lafreniere, Quinton Byfield and Tim Stutzle — but either 
player could be my No. 4-ranked player in comparing the classes. 

Most of the movement in this ranking is due to the performances we’ve 
seen so far in the 2020-21 season, but some is from re-evaluating their 
underage games in a more intensive manner. The previous ranking 
refers to the list I put out in early October. Tool grades will come in the 
final ranking. 

When will the next draft ranking be? It depends on if everything with the 
draft and junior hockey goes as scheduled. 

Tier 1: Bubble of NHL All-Star and top of lineup player 

1. Luke Hughes, LHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Sept. 9, 2003| 6-foot-2 | 176 pounds 

Previous ranking: 8 

The U.S. NTDP has had a unique schedule compared to a typical season 
so it’s hard to size up its players, but Hughes has produced very well and 
looks the part of a top player. He is a 6-foot-2 elite-skating defenseman 
with offensive ability, which is a highly appealing toolkit for an NHL 
projection. Like his brothers, Jack and Quinn, Luke’s edgework is 
fantastic. His skating and skill combination allows him to generate a lot of 
controlled exits and entries. His playmaking isn’t at the same level as his 
brothers, but he has enough skill and vision to be on an NHL power play 
and be a driver at the top level. He grew two inches over the last year, 
and the size and skating combination allows him to make a fair number 
of stops, even if his D-zone coverage isn’t completely refined yet. He can 
be a bit risky and turnover-prone with the puck, and managing that is the 
main area of concern with scouts. 

2. Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan-Big Ten 

Nov. 5, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 174 pounds 

Previous ranking: 5 

Beniers has been very good in college as one of the youngest players in 
the NCAA, and played a top-six role for the USA in its gold medal effort 
at the world juniors. Beniers has a quality NHL caliber skill set, but not a 
lot that jumps off the page. He is a top prospect, though, because he is 
an elite competitor. His work ethic shows in how hard he forechecks, how 
he backchecks, how every play is made with speed, how he wins a ton of 
battles and how fearless he is getting to the high-traffic areas. Beniers 
wills his way to puck possession and scoring chances, while also able to 
set up a lot of plays. 

Tier 2: Top-line forward, top-pair defenseman or good starting goaltender 

3. Owen Power, LHD, Michigan-Big Ten 

Nov. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 214 pounds 

Previous ranking: 2 

Power has been a big-minutes, all-situations player for Michigan as a 
young freshman. His offensive toolkit won’t jump out immediately to you, 
but a 6-foot-6 defenseman who can skate at the NHL level and move the 
puck very well is a major asset. His skating isn’t explosive, but his stride 
and edgework are excellent. He can evade pressure very well. Power’s 
offense comes from a great first pass and an ability to find seams in the 
offensive zone well. Defensively he’s not that physical, but he closes on 
checks well with his range and reach. 

4. Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton-WHL 

April 10, 2003 | six-foot | 166 pounds 

Previous ranking: 4 

Guenther was one of the best players on a top WHL team last season. 
He is a forward with a ton of NHL attributes. He has tremendous skill, 
while able to make skilled plays through defenders and to teammates at 
an NHL pace. He can run a power play with his playmaking, while also 
having the shot to score from a distance. He has a lot of talent, but also 
works off the puck, forcing turnovers and playing in traffic. He may not be 

a true game-breaker in the NHL, but he has all the makings of a potential 
top-line forward who will endear himself to fans and coaches. 

Tier 3: Bubble of top-line or pairing and second-line or pairing 

5. Kent Johnson, C, Michigan-Big Ten 

Oct. 18, 2002 | six-foot | 166 pounds 

Previous ranking: 3 

Johnson, who scored a ton in the BCHL, has seen that offensive touch 
carry over into scoring a lot of points as a draft-eligible freshman. 
Johnson is the player you want to know about in this year’s draft in terms 
of dynamic skill and playmaking ability. He has incredible hands with the 
ability to make between-the-legs and behind-the-back plays look routine. 
He’s a very creative playmaker who can make difficult plays in small 
areas consistently, although you could argue he may be too fancy at 
times. Johnson has a decent wrist shot, too. His game can lack pace and 
he’s not that hard to play against but does get to the tough areas of the 
offensive zone. 

6. Simon Edvinsson, LHD, Frolunda-SHL 

Feb. 5, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 198 pounds 

Previous ranking: 14 

Edvinsson hasn’t put up big point totals this season, but he has played 
well for a top program in Frolunda. He stands out instantly as a 6-foot-4 
defenseman with legit offensive skill. It’s rare to see a player his size lead 
a rush, make a play off the blue line or dangle through opponents 
consistently. Edvinsson is also quite a good skater for size. His 
straightaway speed is just OK, but he’s got great edgework, showing the 
first step and quick turns to elude pressure, and create clean exits and 
entries. Defensively his size and skating allow him to close gaps and 
make a lot of stops. He’s not a dynamic playmaker, but Edvinsson can 
make the heads-up first pass and show some power-play poise. 

7. William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden-SHL 

Oct. 12, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 176 pounds 

Previous ranking: 23 

Eklund has been a top player on an SHL team as an 18-year-old, a rare 
feat for a first-year draft-eligible player. His skating ability helped him 
translate easily to the SHL level. He has good straightaway speed to go 
along with fantastic edgework. He shows tremendous elusiveness to 
evade pressure and create space for himself with his skating. Eklund 
skates fast, but it’s his skating plus his compete that earned the trust of 
big minutes as he showed he could be responsible off the puck. He 
combines that with a high skill level, a very imaginative brain offensively, 
and the ability to execute difficult plays at speed. His ability to play in the 
high-traffic areas and win battles but also play on the perimeter and be a 
primary setup guy will make him a versatile NHL player. 

8. Aatu Raty, C, Karpat-Liiga 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Previous ranking: 1 

Raty’s first half was a struggle, as he didn’t’ stick with his Liiga team, 
didn’t do well at the junior level and was left off Finland’s U20 team as a 
returning player. He’s been better since then, but it’s safe to say his 
season hasn’t been overly impressive. Raty remains relevant as a top 
prospect because he’s a 6-foot-2 center who has a lot of pace and skill in 
his game. He has quick-twitch hands and is great at handling the puck in 
small areas. He’s a quality skater who makes skilled plays on the move. 
His playmaking and shot are both solid and NHL quality, but neither are 
spectacular. He has some physicality to his game and brings energy to 
shifts. 

9. Chaz Lucius, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

May 2, 2003 | six-foot | 172 pounds 

Previous ranking: 10 

Lucius has missed the entire season to date with a lower-body injury but 
is set to return within the next few weeks. Lucius, when healthy, is a 
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player with tremendous skill and goal-scoring ability. His goal-scoring 
ability isn’t due to launching long-range bombs, but rather he is high end 
at creating around the net and slot, and gets a ton of chances in that 
region due to his skill, compete and frame. He can dangle players easily 
to create chances, but also sets up plays very well. Lucius’ main 
drawback will be his skating, which lacks explosiveness. 

10. Brandt Clarke, RHD, Nove Zamky-Slovakia 

Feb. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 180 pounds 

Previous ranking: 15 

Clarke started his season in Slovakia where he hasn’t scored a ton but 
has looked very good. He is a dynamic player with the puck on his stick 
because of his puck skills and playmaking ability. He has the poise and 
vision to make high-end plays from both ends of the rink. He can beat 
opponents with his skill consistently. He projects to play on an NHL 
power play. The concern on Clarke is his skating as he has an awkward 
stride. He defends well in junior due to his excellent brain and having 
decent reach, but the pace will be a concern in that regard as he 
advances levels. 

11. Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea-SHL 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 198 pounds 

Previous ranking: 13 

Wallstedt has been a top goalie for years, excelling at the junior, 
international and now pro levels. Wallstedt’s athletic toolkit doesn’t jump 
out to you immediately. He’s about 6-foot-3 and moves well, but not at an 
elite level. What makes him such a good goaltender is his tremendous 
sense and puck-tracking ability. He makes the right read at a remarkably 
high frequency. Wallstedt can make a tough save when he needs to and 
has some lateral quickness, but it often seems like he doesn’t have to 
adjust his technique much. 

Tier 4: Second-line forward, second-pair defenseman or starting 
goaltender 

12. Oskar Olausson, RW, HV71-SHL 

Nov. 10, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 177 pounds 

Previous ranking: NR 

Olausson has popped this season now that he’s fully healthy, looking 
impressive versus both juniors and pros. Olausson has a lot of NHL 
elements in his game. He has NHL caliber speed and skill to go with 
good size, which can easily let you envision him generating clean zone 
entries with control versus pros. Inside the offensive zone he’s more of a 
shooter than a passer. He can make good plays and do so with pace, but 
his main offensive threat is his shot and ability to finish from range. 
Olausson works fine off the puck, he’ll get to the net and get back 
defensively, but he’s not overly physical. 

13. Corson Ceulemans, RHD, Brooks-AJHL 

May 5, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 192 pounds 

Previous ranking: 16 

Ceulemans is a complete defenseman. He’s a 6-foot-2, right-shot 
defender who is mobile, hard to play against and has offensive ability. At 
the AJHL level he showed great one-on-one skill and ability to move the 
puck. He kills a lot of rushes with his skating and physicality, and picks 
off a lot of passes. At the higher levels of play I’ve questioned if the 
offense will translate at a top level, but I can see him becoming a tough 
minutes two-way defenseman with some offense in the NHL. He hasn’t 
played much this season due to the AJHL playing an abbreviated 
schedule. 

14. Nikita Chibrikov, C, SKA-VHL 

Feb. 16, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 161 pounds 

Previous ranking: 22 

Chibrikov impressed early at the junior level this season, earning a quick 
promotion to playing against men, where he’s more than held his own. 
He’s undersized and not an amazing skater for his size, but he’s done 

well versus pros because of his tremendous playmaking ability and his 
ability to win battles despite his size. He can make slick one-on-one 
plays, creative plays under pressure and find seams consistently. He’s 
physical and responsible defensively. He could be a more explosive 
skater ideally, but the other elements of his game pop. 

15. Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea-SHL 

Jan. 19, 2003| 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds 

Previous ranking: 7 

Lysell’s season has been up and down with good flashes at the junior 
level, but he also had a divorce with Frolunda and ended up with Lulea, 
where he’s been solid at the pro level. Lysell is a dynamic forward who 
jumps out whenever he’s on the ice. He’s one of the most skilled players 
in the draft and beats defenders consistently with his puckhandling 
displays. That he’s a great skater, with both good speed and edgework, 
and can make very skilled plays at full flight makes him a handful to 
defend. On his best shift, Lysell is using his skill and speed to get around 
guys and take pucks to the net, or making tremendous plays with pace to 
his teammates. His physical effort comes and goes off the puck and he 
needs to work to be more consistent, but with the puck he plays with 
courage. 

16. Zach Dean, C, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Jan. 4, 2003 | six-foot | 176 pounds 

Previous ranking: 33 

Dean hasn’t been off to too hot a start this season statistically, but he’s 
looked very good and going back and watching his last two seasons in 
more detail I’ve appreciated his game a lot more. Dean is a well-rounded 
hockey player. He brings NHL-caliber skill to the table to go along with 
quality skating ability and a high work level. He can beat opponents with 
his hands, but also by taking the puck wide and making a hard play to the 
net. He wins a fair number of battles and creates turnovers with his 
hustle. I wouldn’t call him a dynamic playmaker, but he can make plays 
with pace and has the vision to create at even strength at the NHL level. 

17. Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski-QMJHL 

Feb. 24, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 175 pounds 

Previous ranking: 20 

Bolduc hasn’t scored at the pace expected to start the season but 
despite the slow start, he is a talented forward who has a lot of elements 
that will translate to the pro game. He can skate well, and make highly-
skilled plays on the move. Bolduc has very good hand-eye coordination, 
showing the ability to make unique plays in small areas and around the 
net. He doesn’t have the long-range rifle, but Bolduc has shown he can 
score goals and do so by capitalizing on his chances in the slot and net 
area. He can see the ice well, making creative plays and moving the 
puck where he needs to even if that’s not his top asset. His compete is 
good enough. Bolduc won’t run guys over, but he gets to the middle third 
of the ice and has some off-puck hustle. 

18. Prokhor Poltapov, LW, CSKA-MHL 

Feb. 1, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 161 pounds 

Previous ranking: 12 

Poltapov has always stood out to me the last two seasons watching him 
at the junior and international level including the end of last season 
where he was called up to Russia’s U18 team as a 16-year and was one 
of their best players. Poltapov is an undersized forward but has almost 
every other quality you want in an NHL forward. His game has a lot of 
pace and energy in it. He can wind pucks up through the neutral zone 
with speed, and often takes it wide and drives right to the net. The 
amount of effort he puts forth to go with great hands, vision and speed 
will allow him to create offense versus men despite his size. 

19. Logan Stankoven, C, Kamloops-WHL 

Feb. 26, 2003 | 5-foot-8 | 170 pounds 

Previous ranking: 34 
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Stankoven scored 29 goals and was a driver for a top WHL team in 
Kamloops last season. He hasn’t played yet this season but I increased 
his rank after diving into him this winter at a higher level of detail. 
Stankoven’s game has a high level of pace due to his skating and 
compete. He creates chances by pressuring turnovers and winning puck 
battles despite being 5-foot-8. His skating is more elusive than fast and 
doesn’t have a great top gear for a small player. He has extremely quick 
hands, showing the ability to beat defenders one-on-one, and control 
pucks in tight. Stankoven has a great wrist shot and projects to be able to 
beat NHL goalies from range. He can make some plays, but his game is 
more direct as opposed to being a cerebral playmaker. 

20. Kirill Kirsanov, LHD, SKA-KHL 

Sept. 19, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 198 pounds 

Previous ranking: 32 

Kirsanov has worked his way into a regular on one of the best KHL 
teams and was excellent at the world juniors for Russia, working his way 
into a top-four role. Kirsanov is an interesting player because he’s a well-
rounded but boring player. You’re not going to see him make some end-
to-end highlight-reel rush. He’s 6-foot-1 and doesn’t put up a ton of 
points, but every coach he plays for leans on him. He’s very intelligent 
with the puck, he skates quite well, kills a lot of rushes, and has enough 
offense to play on a power play, although that may not be his role in the 
NHL. I could see him being a solid two-way defenseman at the NHL 
level. His conditioning is a minor issue. 

21. William Stromgren, LW, MODO-Allsvenskan 

June 7, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 175 pounds 

Previous ranking: NR 

Stromgren has been one of the top risers this season, excelling versus 
juniors and looking all right versus men even if not getting many minutes. 
Stromgren’s physical tools are easy to spot when he’s on the ice. He’s 6-
foot-3, can skate and has great hands. He has the ability to create clean 
zone exits and entries with a high frequency due to his reach, speed and 
skill. The offensive touch in his game popped more than I thought it 
would entering the season, showing the ability to make plays and drive a 
line with his skill. He’s not a physical player or a top PK option, but 
Stromgren gets to the net and creates around the tough areas of the ice. 

22. Daniil Chayka, LHD, CSKA-KHL 

Oct. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 187 pounds 

Previous ranking: 11 

Chayka has played limited minutes versus men this season and was up 
and down for Russia’s U20 team over the course of the season. His very 
good stretches showed the promise of what you saw in the OHL. He’s a 
big defenseman who can skate like an NHLer and make a good first pass 
which has a lot of value. The offense in his game will never be flashy, 
and while I think he’s smart and quick enough to play well at faster 
paces, his subpar world juniors wasn’t inspiring. With his size and feet 
he’ll make enough stops to justify not having a ton of offense. 

23. Cole Sillinger, C, Sioux Falls-USHL 

May 16, 2003 | six-foot | 190 pounds 

Previous ranking: 24 

Sillinger transferred from the WHL to the USHL to get games in and he’s 
been excellent so far at that level. Sillinger is a very smart player, who 
can make seam passes consistently and make creative plays with pace. 
Sillinger has great individual skill too and can beat defenders with his 
stick handling. He can play on the perimeter due to his vision and a great 
one-timer/wrist shot combo. He can also play inside. He wins battles, 
gets to the net, is reliable defensively and doesn’t mind playing 
physically. His skating is an area of concern, and likely won’t be able to 
drive entries at the top level. 

24. Sasha Pastujov, RW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

July 15, 2003 | six-foot | 175 pounds 

Previous ranking: 19 

Pastujov has been a very productive player with the U.S. NTDP for the 
last two seasons. He stands out with the puck on his stick because of his 
elite hands, his great vision and his ability to finish plays. He scores 
wherever he goes and shows the ability to run a power play at a high 
level. The concern with Pastujov is whether his game translates to the 
NHL at a high level given he’s not a great skater. There are times he 
looks sleepy on the ice due to the skating, but he does compete well 
enough off the puck that I could see him be a useful even-strength 
player. 

25. Fedor Svechkov, C, Togliatti-VHL 

April 15, 2003 | six-foot | 187 pounds 

Previous ranking: 27 

Svechkov has been a productive player this season playing against men 
in Russia’s second division. Svechkov is a well-rounded player. He’s very 
skilled, showing a lot of confidence and creativity as a puck handler. He 
skates well and can make highly skilled plays on the move. Svechkov 
can create for his teammates and shows half-wall playmaking ability to 
go with the play he can make at pace. He’s not a crash and bang type, 
but he’s responsible defensively and has killed penalties at the VHL level. 

26. Matthew Coronato, RW, Chicago-USHL 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds 

Previous ranking: NR 

Coronato has been one of the best players in the USHL, scoring nearly 
two points per game. Coronato has a lot of skill and can make plays with 
pace. He’s a strong skater, not elite for a small guy, but good enough to 
be an NHL player. He’s able to create controlled entries with his speed 
and skill, and make tough plays to his teammates on the move. Coronato 
is also able to play the half-wall on the power play and find seams at a 
high frequency. He killed penalties for Chicago and works hard enough to 
advance levels and win battles despite his size. He may not be the 
quickest or most skilled small guy, but the sum of the parts equals a very 
good player. 

27. Mason McTavish, C, Olten-Switzerland 

Jan. 30, 2003 | six-foot | 198 pounds 

Previous ranking: 18 

McTavish is a talented offensive player who scored 29 goals in the OHL 
last season. He can attack defenses in numerous ways in the offensive 
zone due to his NHL-caliber skill, vision and shot. He is a creative player 
who tries to make things happen. He has the shot to score from range 
against pros. He works hard enough to win pucks but won’t run guys 
over. The main flaw in McTavish’s skill set is his skating, as he will be OK 
in the NHL in that regard but will struggle to create separation. McTavish 
hasn’t played much this season but will get some games in Switzerland. 

28. Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan-QMJHL 

Oct. 22, 2002 | six-foot | 172 pounds 

Previous ranking: 28 

Bourgault has been a highly productive forward in the QMJHL for the last 
two seasons. He’s a very skilled forward who stands out with the puck on 
his stick. He’s confident, attempting to make difficult dekes and passes 
and executing at a solid frequency. He’s not an exceptional skater, but he 
will be able to skate at an NHL level, and has shown he can make skilled 
plays on the move and play with pace. I wouldn’t describe Bourgault as a 
physical player or first guy over the boards on the PK, but he backchecks 
well enough, he is hard on pucks and creates turnovers with his hustle. 

29. Carson Lambos, LHD, JYP-Liiga 

Jan. 14, 2003 | six-foot | 200 pounds 

Previous ranking: 6 

Lambos started his season in Finland where he’s been fine but I can’t 
say he’s looked like a top prospect in his 17 games there as opposed to 
how he looked in the WHL the previous season. Lambos’ skating is good 
and he projects to be able to rush pucks in the NHL and stay with fast 
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forwards defensively. He has good speed, and excellent edges, being 
able to pivot quickly and escape pressure at a high level. Lambos is hard 
to play against and regularly punishes opponents physically. The main 
question is his offensive upside. He makes a strong first pass and has 
good enough hands, but isn’t a dynamic offensive type. 

30. Brennan Othmann, LW, Olten-Switzerland 

Jan. 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 170 pounds 

Previous ranking: NR 

Othmann started this season in Switzerland where he’s looked good 
playing against men albeit in Switzerland’s second tier pro level. 
Othmann is a skilled goal-scorer. He has very quick hands to make plays 
in small areas and beat defenders. He sees the ice well, showing the 
ability to create offense with his shot and vision. The shot can beat 
goalies from range and is his main weapon. He’s undersized but 
competes well enough to win pucks versus men. He lacks the ability to 
separate with his skating especially for a 5-foot-11 forward. 

31. Samu Tuomaala, RW, Karpat-Finland Jr. 

Jan. 8, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 174 pounds 

Previous ranking: 25 

Tuomaala has been just fine at the Finnish junior level, not scoring at the 
rate expected. There’s enough talent and track record there for him to 
sneak in at the end of this list though including a strong recent under-18 
camp for Finland. Tuomaala is an excellent skater and his shifts have a 
lot of energy to them because of how quickly he can transition pucks and 
pressure opponents. He has very good skill and can make plays, but his 
offense comes through his shot and how he can score from range. For 
an undersized forward he stays on the perimeter too much though and 
isn’t hard to play against. 

Notes on some of NHL Central Scouting’s A-rated players who didn’t 
make my list that I will inevitably get questions on if I don’t address them. 
I have all the following players rated a tier below my last tier as “projected 
bottom half of the lineup players.” 

Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton-WHL: Cossa is a 6-foot-6 goalie with 
great instincts/sense and good quickness for that size. He was excellent 
for 33 WHL games last season, but I haven’t seen a long enough track 
record of excellence from him to tab him as a first-rounder just yet even if 
the toolkit has the potential to be that. 

Zachary L’Herueux, LW, Halifax-QMJHL: L’Heureux has elite hands and 
physicality in his game, but he’s not that big, lacks NHL footspeed and 
his production hasn’t been amazing this season like it was last season for 
his toolkit. 

Ryder Korczak, C, Moose Jaw-WHL: Korczak is a dynamic offensive 
player with the puck with great hands and playmaking ability. His skating 
is just fine, and his compete isn’t the best with a perimeter style of play. 

Alexander Kisakov, RW, Dynamo Moscow-MHL: Kisakov has been a 
leading scorer in Russia’s junior league, showing a lot of skill and a 
tremendous work ethic. He’s undersized though (5-foot-9, 143 pounds) 
and isn’t a great skater for that size. 

Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener-OHL: Pinelli was excellent in the OHL last 
season, scoring 40 points. He has a lot of skill and great offensive 
instincts. His skating and compete are fine but not strengths. That 
combined with his average size (six-foot, 176 pounds) put him on the 
bubble for being a first-round range type for me. 

Simon Robertsson, RW, Skelleftea-SHL: Robertsson ticks the skill, 
hockey sense, shot and work ethic boxes. His skating worries me a little 
bit for this range and I don’t think the skill is so good to overcome that. 

Conner Roulette, LW, Seattle-WHL: Roulette has good skill and a 
tremendous motor so he’s definitely a real player. I see a 5-foot-11 guy 
with just OK skating and not enough offensive touch to work past those 
issues to be in first-round range for me. 

Isak Rosen, RW Leksands-SHL: I do like Rosen’s talent level a lot. He’s 
very skilled and creative and skates well. For a 5-foot-11 guy though 
you’d like something about his game to really pop in terms of having elite 

skill, or having a very high level of speed or compete and while both 
those aspects are good, neither are great. 

Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Chicago-USHL: Samoskevich was in my first 
round to start the season, and while he’s been good this season I can’t 
say he’s been consistently great. He’s very skilled and can skate, but 
given he’s not that big or a great off-the-puck type, I’d like to see the 
offense be more consistent to be tabbed in the first. 

Stanislav Svozil, D, Brno-Czech Extraliga: Svozil is a talented 
defenseman. He can skate, he can move pucks well, he has great 
individual skill. He’s in the first-round conversation because of the talent, 
but I’ve seen a lot of games where he fades into the background, and he 
doesn’t impact games consistently. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Who makes Canada’s Olympic ‘B’ 
Team, and who could they beat? 
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Last week was 2022 Olympic roster preview week around these parts, 
with various writers offering their projections of who’ll make the cut when 
the games begin (we hope) a year from now. And as always, filling out 
the Team Canada roster was both the hardest job, and the easiest. 

Easy, because there’s so much talent to choose from. But also hard, for 
the same reason. How do you narrow it down? Who do you cut? What do 
you do with all the worthy stars who won’t make it? 

Luckily for us, we can bend the Olympic rules to answer that last 
question: You take those players and put them on Canada’s B Team. 
And I’m just the writer to put that roster together, because when you think 
B team talent, I should be the first guy who comes to mind. Let’s do this. 

We had several writers take a crack at a traditional Team Canada roster, 
with Eric Duhatschek and Thomas Drance offering up competing 
versions while Pierre LeBrun came up with his own and Dom 
Luszczyszyn heckled from the cheap seats. As you’d expect, there was 
plenty of overlap between those rosters, although each had its variations. 
For the sake of simplicity, I’m going to defer to seniority and use Eric’s 
version as the one I’ll be working from. 

Unfortunately, Eric has an annoying habit of picking good players, which 
makes my job tougher. He also took a 25-man roster, and I’d like to make 
it clear that I plan to try to steal away those five taxi squad players with 
promises of playing time. For now, though, we’ll assume they stick with 
Team Eric and work with the rest. 

Can we still build a decent team? It’s Canada, so you know we can. But 
how decent, and how many of the other teams could we beat? Let’s find 
out … 

Goaltenders 

Eric’s team has Carey Price, Jordan Binnington and Carter Hart. That’s 
three good players gone from a position that’s become the weakest pool 
in Canadian hockey. The days of having to decide between Roy, 
Brodeur, Joseph and Belfour are long gone. We’re going to have to dig a 
bit. 

My first pick, although not necessarily my starter, is going to be Marc-
Andre Fleury. He’s a veteran who’s won Cups and was playing well 
before last year’s dip. He’s off to a decent start this year, and he even 
has international experience. OK, it’s not good experience, but there’s 
nowhere to go but up. He’ll be 37 by the Olympics, which is a concern, 
but so was Martin Brodeur when he helped win gold in 2010, and we 
don’t have a ton of options. Fleury’s on our team as the veteran presence 
who can win the starter’s job if he gets hot. 

As for who he’ll split time with, I think I’d feel OK with a healthy Darcy 
Kuemper back there. He’s not a big name, partly because he’s in Arizona 
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and partly because he’s really only had one season as a full-time starter. 
But his numbers are excellent; since coming into the league in 2012, he’s 
got the second-best save percentage of any active Canadian goalie, just 
behind Price. Go back to 2016 instead, and he’s in first place all on his 
own, by several points. He’s never gone deep into the playoffs and his 
international resume is limited to a single World Championships, so the 
spotlight will be brighter than he’s used to, but we’re betting he can 
handle it. 

For our third-string, we’ll follow the typical Olympic approach of giving it 
to a younger player who may be a bigger part of future teams. In our 
case, that guy’s pretty good, as we hand the taxi squad role over to 
Mackenzie Blackwood. We’ll save the Hart vs. Blackwood debate for 
elsewhere, since we only have one guy available to us, but if there’s any 
controversy here it might be over whether Blackwood is already good 
enough to nudge one of our two veterans out of playing time. I think he 
is. 

Team C candidates: Cam Talbot, Braden Holtby, Jake Allen 

That’s not a bad start. Of course, no goalie can help you much without a 
solid blue line ahead of him. Let’s see what we can do there … 

Defense 

Eric’s picks were Alex Pietrangelo, Colton Parayko, Shea Theodore, Cale 
Makar, Morgan Rielly, Josh Morrissey, Drew Doughty and Thomas 
Chabot. That’s a lot of talent, but there’s more depth here than in goal, 
and the distribution isn’t as top heavy as it is up front, so we should be 
able to come up with something that’s not all that far off from Team A. 

Drance and LeBrun had plenty of overlap, but each picked a few players 
who didn’t make Team Eric, so I’ll start there. I’m with Pierre on Dougie 
Hamilton, who makes my team. He’s become a divisive player, to put it 
mildly, but he brings too much to the table to leave him off a B team. 
Besides, when it comes to Team Canada and best-on-best tournaments, 
we’ve got fond memories of Hamilton. 

He’ll be joined by a former Calgary blueline partner who made Team 
Thomas in 2019 Norris winner Mark Giordano. That brings up an 
interesting dilemma: Team Eric has left us with lots of big but aging 
names to sort through. In addition to Giordano, who’ll be 38 by next 
year’s tournament, we’ve also got access to Olympic veterans Shea 
Weber, Duncan Keith and P.K. Subban, plus 2016 World Cup alums 
Brent Burns. I don’t think Subban is a serious candidate anymore, but the 
other three could have a case. Can I really build a blue line with four guys 
who’ll be over 35? No, which is why I have to say goodbye to Keith, but I 
think I’ve got room for Shea Weber and Brent Burns. 

I need to supplement those names with some younger ones, and I also 
have to watch my righty/lefty balance since at some point in recent years 
that became the single most important factor in building Olympic teams. 
Hamilton, Weber and Burns are all righties, so I need a younger lefty. 
Luckily I can find a couple of good candidates in Darnell Nurse and 
Samuel Girard. Drance had Girard on his A team, and even called him a 
“slam dunk no brainer.” I’m not sure I’d go that far, but he’ll be 23 and 
with almost five full seasons under his belt by the Olympics, so it’s not 
like I’m bringing along some wide-eyed kid. He’s on the squad. 

That leaves me with two spots, and my list of candidates included Aaron 
Ekblad, Ryan Ellis, Kris Letang and Jared Spurgeon. I also briefly 
considered Jake Muzzin, just so we could distract Team USA’s Matthew 
Tkachuk by flipping pucks at him until he melts down. My first draft 
included Letang, but he’ll be almost 35 and I’m already pushing my 
senior discount. So give me Ryan Ellis and Jared Spurgeon as my last 
two blueliners, and we’ll work out pairings as we get closer to camp. 

Team C candidates: Kris Letang, Aaron Ekblad, Duncan Keith, Tyson 
Barrie, Ryan Pulock, T.J. Brodie, Devon Toews, Owen Power 

That’s a solid back end, but let’s be honest, this is a Team Canada. We 
don’t expect to spend a lot of time in our zone. So let’s finish off with the 
forwards, historically Canada’s deepest position. 

Forwards 

Here’s the 14 names that are off the board due to making Team Eric: 
Connor McDavid, Nathan MacKinnon, Sidney Crosby, Mitch Marner, 
Brad Marchand, Mark Stone, Brayden Point, Mark Scheifele, Jonathan 

Huberdeau, Mathew Barzal, Bo Horvat, Ryan O’Reilly, Sean Couturier 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. 

Yeah, not bad. But there are a few snubs we can take advantage of, 
starting with Steven Stamkos. A former 60-goal guy who’s been over a 
point per game in each of his last five seasons? Yes please. I’ll also take 
2018 MVP Taylor Hall. And I’ll fall all over myself to grab maybe the only 
really indefensible oversight on Eric’s part by taking a Team Canada 
mainstay and one of the best two-way centers in history in Patrice 
Bergeron. 

Those are the slam dunks, but I’ve got a few other strong options. Give 
me John Tavares and Claude Giroux, two older guys who were part of 
the last Team Canada at the 2016 World Cup. I’m also going to roll the 
dice on Tyler Seguin, an offensive talent who we can pick our spots with. 

Things thin out a little from there, but I’ve still got some solid choices 
available. I’m going to dip into some names that have never represented 
Canada in a best-on-best, but deserve an opportunity. Give me Travis 
Konecny, Anthony Mantha and Brendan Gallagher. I’ll take Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, who has something to prove over the next year, and I’m also 
going to take chance on Sean Monahan, hoping I get something closer to 
the 2018-19 version than last season’s model. And in what might be a 
mild surprise, I’ve saved a spot for Logan Couture, who looked like an 
absolute beast in the 2019 playoffs before being dragged down with 
everyone else in San Jose as the Sharks imploded. 

That leaves me with my two taxi squad options. I’ll use one on Alexis 
Lafreniere, banking on reasonable odds that he’s established himself as 
a legitimate star by midway through next season. And I’ll round out the 
team with Phillip Danault as a checking line option, but with one caveat: If 
Jonathan Toews is healthy and ready to play by next year, he gets the 
spot instead. 

Team C candidates: Anthony Cirelli, Tyler Toffoli, Mike Hoffman, Jamie 
Benn, Josh Anderson, Brayden Schenn, Jeff Skinner, Yanni Gourde, 
Jordan Eberle, Matt Duchene, Nazem Kadri, Ryan Strome, Alex Killorn, 
Jonathan Drouin 

I asked Dom to make a cool graphic for my final roster. I sure hope he 
doesn’t insert any terrible jokes in the header! 

Sigh. I laughed. Not going to lie, judge me all you want. 

So how did I do? I think is not bad at all for a B team. Here’s the big 
question: Could this squad contend for a medal? 

I don’t think it’s crazy. They obviously can’t touch the Team Canada A 
team, and they’d be big underdogs against what’s shaping up to be a 
scary-looking Team USA. But they’d at least have a shot at bronze, even 
if you’d probably put Team Sweden ahead of them right now. I don’t hate 
their odds against a top-heavy Team Russia and they’re deeper and 
probably better than Team Finland. As for the other teams in the 
tournament, I think there’s a case that the Canadian C Team could take 
them. 

(And seriously, to all those stars who got stuck on Eric’s taxi squad, the 
door is open. Have your agent reach out, we’ll get something done.) 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.10.2021 

1183329 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Flames hoping to build off complete effort in clutch win 
over Jets 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisFebruary 10, 2021, 2:30 AM 

 

These are the moments the Calgary Flames are hoping can flip the 
switch on their season. 

Those rare opportunities in which breaking through can have a long-
lasting effect on the group as a whole. 
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It started Saturday with a monumental, second-period turnaround against 
the Edmonton Oilers that ended a two-game slide to put a well-earned 
bounce in their step. 

They followed it up Tuesday with a power-play goal in the dying minutes 
against the Winnipeg Jets to give them two wins in a row. 

Now they’re off to Vancouver for three-straight games against a Canucks 
team struggling to find its way. 

This is the type of positive momentum the Flames haven’t had since the 
opening trio of games. 

“Hopefully, now we can springboard it into something,” said Flames 
coach Geoff Ward, following the 3-2 win over the Jets on Tuesday. 

“If it wasn’t a complete 60 it was sure close to it. Now we have to try to 
build something from it. When you get everybody chipping in it’s a good 
sign for your team.” 

He wasn’t the only one to call it their most complete effort of the season, 
which is significant in a room that has struggled with wild inconsistencies 
this season. 

Elias Lindholm echoed the coach's sentiments mere moments after his 
power-play goal bounced off a defenceman and snuck between Connor 
Hellebuyck’s pads to snap a 2-2 tie with 1:42 remaining. It ended an 0-
for-11 streak against the Jets penalty killers to even their season series 
2-2-1. 

“We're slowly getting better and better,” said Lindholm. 

“The last two periods against Edmonton were really solid, and today I 
think we played our best 60-minute game so far. So hopefully it can keep 
going this way and keep getting better every game.” 

The early gap opened at the top of the standings by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and Montreal Canadiens has left the Flames, Oilers, Jets and 
Canucks jockeying for equal parts wins and consistency in a division that 
promises to come right down to the final week to decide who is sitting out 
the playoffs. 

The Flames recently found themselves on the short end in five of seven 
outings, challenging their pre-season belief they are one of Canada’s 
best and deepest teams. 

A dozen games in, the Flames are a 6-5-1 despite world-class 
netminding and a quartet of top-line stars who have not disappointed. 

The secondary scoring that was an issue through their early funk has 
been given a boost of late by Mikael Backlund, who has spearheaded the 
team’s recent resurgence with 12 shots, four points and otherworldly 
defensive play the last two games. 

It is over that span the third-line centre has gelled brilliantly with Andrew 
Mangiapane and Milan Lucic, with whom he’s combined for ten points 
since Saturday. 

Early in Tuesday’s second period, Mangiapane’s game-tying goal 
demonstrated exactly what they’re capable of as he whacked in a 
Backlund rebound that all came about due to Lucic’s work along the 
boards. 

“They’ve been our best line for these two games,” said Lindholm. 

“It’s always good to come on after them. They give a lot of energy and 
they’re playing with a lot of confidence, which is really good.” 

The feel-good moment of the evening came later in the second period 
when 29-year-old Byron Froese redirected a Juuso Valimaki shot to snap 
the 1-1 tie and give the Winkler, Man, native his first NHL goal in almost 
three years. It was just his second NHL game since 2018, prompting the 
bench to explode with excitement for the captain of the Flames’ AHL 
affiliate, the Stockton Heat. 

Remaining Time -1:09 

Lindholm credits Flames' physicality, forecheck in win over Jets 

“It was a relieving and exciting feeling,” said Froese, who made his 
Flames debut on the fourth line Saturday. 

“I’m not known for my scoring in the NHL, but it was good to score that 
goal. I’ve been waiting for this for two years now. When I got the 
opportunity I didn’t want to pass it up and squander it.” 

Opportunity is exactly what the Flames will be presented with on the 
West Coast where they are starting to believe they can continue building 
confidence and wins starting Thursday. 

For the first time all year, it’s clear their top three lines don’t need to be 
tinkered with (Sam Bennett had another good game alongside Johnny 
Gaudreau and Sean Monahan) and their 200-foot game is steady. 

“This division is so close – the teams are all good and if you let your 
guard down and get complacent it can end up biting you,” said Ward, 
forever trying to temper mood swings surrounding the team. 

“We’ve got to get ourselves ready to play the type of game we played 
tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Burke, Hextall face delicate balancing act with Penguins 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylenFebruary 9, 2021, 5:36 PM 

 

Well, this should be interesting. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins hired their next general manager Tuesday, 
bringing in former rival Ron Hextall for the job. On top of that, the team 
also created a new position, President of Hockey Operations, and hired 
former NHL GM and Sportsnet analyst Brian Burke to fill that role. 

Now we start to wonder what this all means for the team, two weeks after 
former GM Jim Rutherford stepped down as GM. 

"Nothing's changed. We're the Pittsburgh Penguins, and we're here to 
win," CEO David Morehouse said at the top of the press conference. 

The overarching question around the Penguins these days is just how 
much this core has left in the tank. They are only four years removed 
from their last Stanley Cup championship, but haven't won a game in an 
official playoff series in the past two years. Sidney Crosby and Kris 
Letang are 33, Evgeni Malkin is 34. The latter two have one more season 
past this remaining on their contracts and a decision will have to be made 
on whether to re-sign them and ensure they end their careers as 
Penguins, or possibly move in another direction. 

Everything that happens under this new leadership hinges on this simple 
query: Is the Penguins' window to win the Stanley Cup still open? 

"We like our team right now. We both like our team," Hextall said. "Is 
there a couple areas where we'd like to improve? Of course." 

But even that answer came with a bit of a "wait and see" caveat. 

"I can't tell you what's coming our way," Hextall continued. "I can't tell you 
how good our team is going to be the rest of the year and, therefore, to 
be definitive in a direction. Obviously we have different ideas [on 
direction] and in my interviews we talked about all kinds of different 
scenarios. 

"We will keep an eye on the future and try and grab some assets here 
and there...but we want to be as good as we can be right now with three 
of the best players in the world." 

With a 5-5-1 record, the Penguins are currently above only the NY 
Rangers for points percentage in the East Division, and tied with Buffalo. 
They've lost two in a row and have the worst goal differential in the 
division (minus-8), which also ranks seventh-worst in the entire league. 
The goaltending has been subpar, depth is a concern and whenever a 
defenceman shows up in trade rumours, the Penguins are always listed 
among the candidates. 
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That does not sound like a top-end team. It seems there is more than 
one move to make for the Penguins to be a contender once again, but 
whenever you have Malkin and Crosby, there's a certain built-in 
expectation that you should be competitive on some level and not fold 
your cards. 

At least for this year, the new voices in charge indicated that would 
continue to be Plan A. 

"We're looking to make the Pittsburgh Penguins the best team we can 
this year. We'll see where it goes, we'll see how good we are, we'll see 
how our players respond and we'll address things as we go along," 
Hextall said. "You always have to look at the future, but you have to look 
at the present and the focus right now is on making the Pittsburgh 
Penguins the best we can right now until the end of the year." 

This gets interesting for two reasons. 

One, Hextall has a bit of a reputation as a builder. As an assistant GM in 
Los Angeles, he worked under Dean Lombardi who slowly developed 
that organization, mostly through the draft, into a Cup champion. As GM 
in Philadelphia, Hextall accumulated draft picks and built out a foundation 
there that is paying off right now. Travis Konecny, Ivan Provorov, Travis 
Sanheim, Carter Hart, Nolan Patrick and Joel Farabee are some of the 
higher profile draft picks made by the Flyers under Hextall's watch. 

You wouldn't say those Flyers were in a full rebuild since they made the 
playoffs in two of his four seasons and didn't sell off all their NHL talent 
for futures. It was more of a re-tool on the fly and was supposed to be a 
deliberate build-up by drafting and developing talent. Building out an 
organization. 

When Hextall was let go by the Flyers, it was because they wanted to 
accelerate things and he didn't see it that way. 

In Pittsburgh, you have a team with a stated desire to "win now" which 
was the message delivered the day Rutherford left and again on 
Tuesday. They do not have their own first-round pick in 2021 (or picks in 
Rounds 3, 4 and 6) and the prospect pipeline is thin. In the past six 
drafts, the Penguins have made one selection in the first round -- that 
was the cost of keeping the contender alive. 

So, how you add to this team to put it back on track this season does not 
have an obvious answer. 

The other reason this will get interesting is, of course, the dynamic of 
having Burke in the fold. He's been known to accelerate rebuilds, be 
aggressive on the trade front, and build his teams in a certain truculent 
fashion. 

He's also recently been on record as saying he thought Pittsburgh's 
window to win had closed. 

"There's a dichotomy in the hockey world and a clear split between 
people who think Pittsburgh is still in their window to win again and 
people who believe they are not," Burke said during a Hockey Central 
appearance on Jan. 28. "You've gotta be buying or selling in the NHL. My 
theory was always we're getting good fast, we're getting bad fast. 

"They don't have any picks coming up in the next draft. They've tried to 
win, they tried to be competitive, they took on the (Mike) Matheson 
contract. Clearly there's a split. For one, as much respect as I have for 
Jimmy (Rutherford), I don't have the Pittsburgh Penguins in the window. I 
think their time has past with that group." 

Burke was asked about comments like those and how that lines up with 
the Penguins' desire to keep pushing forward. He said he won't back 
away from any opinion he shared as a member of the media, but that 
when you're actually working within a team, you have the means to make 
the necessary changes. 

"I also think when you have pieces like we have here you gotta try to 
win," Burke said, while noting Crosby is the best player he's had on any 
of the five teams he's been GM for. 

What if the Penguins miss the playoffs this season? Heck, what if they 
get there and are put out quickly again? It's not a crazy thing to ponder 
right now. Do you consider moving on from Letang or Malkin before their 
contracts expire, and try and build out a better organization that way? 

It's a scenario that's been talked about on sports radio again and again 
over the years but now, with this management group, with these players 
at the stages they are in their careers, and the team in the state it's in, 
the situation could once and for all come to a head if the Penguins fall 
short of annual lofty expectations again. 

With a GM who has a reputation as a builder, and a boss with a 
reputation for making big splashes, a new and different door could open. 

Stay tuned. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers slowly finding ways to win on off nights for McDavid, 
Draisaitl 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecFebruary 9, 2021, 11:28 PM 

 

It’s been years since the Edmonton Oilers had a defence corps that 
carried its weight offensively. We mean, Sheldon Souray kind of history 
here. 

But after getting three goals from the blue line in a 3-2 win over the 
Ottawa Senators on Tuesday, the Oilers are now tied for first in the NHL 
with the Montreal Canadiens with 11 goals from their D-corps. Only the 
Vancouver Canucks (37 points) have more production from the back end 
than Edmonton (35), a team that received just six goals through 15 
games a year ago. 

It’s a nice stat, but what it really means is that this team is slowly finding 
ways to win that don’t have Connor McDavid’s or Leon Draisaitl’s 
fingerprints all over it. 

“It’s coming for us,” said Tyson Barrie, who notched the game-winner on 
a deft wrist shot that chased the roving Marcus Hogberg from the 
Senators' net. “We’re kind of scoring in all sorts of different ways right 
now, and that’s nice.” 

In completing a two-game sweep, while winning all four games over 
Ottawa in Edmonton’s last five contests, the Oilers made full use of the 
tonic that are the Ottawa Senators. Edmonton entered its derby against 
Ottawa with a 4-6 record, and exited with an 8-7 mark, eclipsing .500 for 
the first time in the young season. 

“We’re not a finished product by any stretch, but we’re moving in the right 
direction,” said head coach Dave Tippett. “If we keep getting some 
points, that’s what it’s all about right now.” 

Ottawa got better and better as this series went on. But on a night when 
they finally held Draisaitl and McDavid off the score sheet, it was the third 
and fourth lines that assisted on a trio of goals scored by defencemen 
Darnell Nurse, Evan Bouchard and Barrie. 

Mikko Koskinen faced 42 shots and acquitted himself well, perhaps a 
glimpse of what Tippett hopes to see now that Mike Smith is back as a 
security blanket for the Three Metres of Koskinen. 

“We scored timely goals, we got timely saves and we found a way to get 
the two points,” reasoned Tippett. “The tale of the tape tonight is our 
defence coming though getting big goals for us. We found a way to win.” 

There’s an intersection here, between the fact the Senators are more like 
a really good American Hockey League team, and the fact that beating 
any opponent in four straight games isn’t easy. 

However you want to look at it, when the Oilers stepped on to the ice on 
Jan. 31 to play the first of this quad-set, they were 4-6 with eight points. 
Today they are better than .500 for the first time all season and have 16 
points — right in the thick of the North Division playoff race. 

“Guys are starting to put some games together, play with a little more 
confidence,” said Barrie, who could well be describing his own game, 
which has really started to come around. “We’re getting comfortable with 
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each other, getting some stability. I don’t know if you can put your finger 
on one thing, but we’re just pushing the pace a little more. That’s the 
game we have to play if we’re going to be successful.” 

Edmonton goes into Montreal for a game Thursday, then comes home 
for a pair against Winnipeg. They’re ready to test themselves against the 
top team in the North. 

“We’ve won five of six, so we‘re feeling confident about ourselves,” Barrie 
said. “Montreal has had a great start, but we’re going to see them a lot 
this year. So we’ve got to beat ‘em.” 

Trivia question: When was the last time the Oilers won a game when 
both McDavid and Draisaitl went pointless? How about Nov. 28, 2017. 

So what does it mean? Well, there were only seven games last season 
where neither of Edmonton’s two top centres had a point. So there are 14 
points that get away because the rest of the roster didn’t find a way to get 
to three goals. 

So far this season there have been two occasions where No. 29 and No. 
97 were shut down. The first game was a 3-1 loss to the Montreal 
Canadiens, and now their first win sans McDavid and Draisaitl in over 
three calendar years. 

Mike-O Mikko 

So this is how it’s supposed to work. Two NHL calibre goalies, back-to-
back games. They each get a start, and they each play a big part in two 
wins. 

“(Koskinen) made some really timely saves for us tonight," said Tippett. 
“A couple of real key saves at the right time to preserve the two points for 
us.” 

Last season, Tippett leaned toward giving Koskinen and Smith two starts 
each, then it was then other guy’s turn. We’re not saying they’re like 
Rogie Vachon and Gump Worsley from the ’67-’68 Habs, Chico Resch 
and Billy Smith from the dynasty New York Islanders, or Grant Fuhr and 
Andy Moog. 

But Smith-Koskinen kept enough pucks out of their nets that Edmonton 
was the top Canadian team last season when COVID-19 stopped the 
campaign. They’d like to find that same mojo again. 

“He comes in tonight and plays a great game,” said Barrie. “The second 
half of the game he made some huge stops. We would have like to have 
been better with the puck in some key areas … but we got the two points, 
Mikko was great, and we’re over .500 now.” 

Koskinen let in the first shot of the game, a tricky deflection, but was 
bombarded in the final 40 minutes, when the Sens outshot Edmonton 30-
10. He was calm and cool, stopped everything he was supposed to and a 
few he wasn’t, beaten only by Evgeni Dadonov on a clear cut breakaway. 

Next up 

Oilers at Montreal, Thursday 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Canadiens’ Petry is defying aging curve with Norris-
worthy effort 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsFebruary 8, 2021, 8:43 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — April 30, 1986. Edmonton. Second round of the 
playoffs, with the Oilers in pursuit of their third consecutive Stanley Cup. 
The score is 2-2 in the third period of Game 7 versus the Calgary Flames 
when Steve Smith makes a mistake that will haunt him forever. 

“If you mention my name, that goal is certainly going to come up,” Smith 
said when I spoke with him Monday. He has accepted that it will follow 
him to his grave and beyond. Fair or not, it’s a blight on his otherwise 

untarnished legacy—an eye-capturing mole on an otherwise 
unblemished face. 

Smith made the faux pas on his 23rd birthday, in the 63rd game of his 
rookie season, and it literally leveled him. Watch the video, see him 
collapse to the ice after the puck slips behind a helpless Grant Fuhr, and 
it’s as if he instantly realizes he will forever take the blame for interrupting 
one of the greatest dynasties in NHL history, like nothing can change 
this—not even an offence driven by Hockey Gods Wayne Gretzky, Mark 
Messier, Jari Kurri, Glenn Anderson and Paul Coffey having a little more 
than 14 minutes to tie the game and perhaps even win it in regulation. 

It was enough to destroy a promising career, but it didn’t. Smith played 
875 games after the one featuring his most-remembered moment. He 
scored 79 more goals, added 323 more assists, and saw his name 
etched onto the Stanley Cup three times. 

“What’s amazing about it was it was a great learning experience for me 
as a player,” Smith told me. “It taught me humility, it taught me about 
commitment, and it taught me about failure and dealing with it.” 

If Smith never learns that lesson, he can’t pass it on to a young, 
struggling Jeff Petry, and the space-time continuum is perhaps 
irreversibly altered. 

It was Smith, in his role as defence coach with the Oilers from 2010-14, 
that helped Petry start to realize he needed to process his mistakes 
differently. He was the right voice given his experience, and he was 
speaking at the right time. 

“I think if you asked anybody close to me, or coaches that I’ve played for, 
they would tell you that I was always the person that was the most hard 
on myself and I was the guy that couldn’t let go of the mistake, and it 
would translate into two or three more mistakes until I finally snapped out 
of it,” Petry said on Monday. 

“We’d Watch video after a game I thought I played horrible, and (Smith 
would be) like, ‘You’re never as good as you thought you were, and 
you’re never as bad as you thought you were,’” he added. “You go back 
and re-watch a game that you thought you were terrible, and you find that 
you did a lot of really good things, as well. So, just to have that mindset 
of mistakes are going to happen, it’s a fast-paced game and, for me, I 
think that’s something that I learned over the years is to try and park 
things right away so they don’t snowball.” 

Key words there: “Over the years.” 

Wine doesn’t become fine over night. The road the 33-year-old has 
traveled to become an anomaly—a pro hockey player who somehow 
gets better in his 30s whereas most players peak in their 20s—has been 
both lengthy and bumpy. 

From his days as a young pup in an unforgiving Edmonton market, as 
part of an atrocious Oilers team for which he had to be better than he 
was capable of being at the time, to his most recent days as an older, 
wiser dog leading a crew of young, talented NHL defenceman and 
emerging as an early candidate for this year’s Norris Trophy, there have 
been many ups and downs. Even in each of the past three seasons, over 
which Petry scored at least 40 points. 

But each valley for Petry has become shallower, and that’s the result of 
many things, but particularly the work that started with Smith. The work 
that’s continued with Petry’s wife and confidant, Julie—and a couple of 
major-league pitchers. 

Start with Roger Clemens, who learned some valuable lessons over an 
MLB career that started when “Terms of Endearment” was released and 
ended when “Pirates of the Caribbean” debuted as a box-office smash. 
Clemens, who spent three of the last four of his 24 professional seasons 
pitching in Houston, became close family friends with Julie Petry’s 
parents because Julie’s father was coaching both Clemens’s son and his 
own in little league football. And Julie Petry later leaned on Clemens’s 
experience to help her husband expand on the work that began with 
Smith. 

“My wife is good friends with a major league baseball player that gave 
her advice to pass along to me,” Petry said. “I started to do it a few years 
ago: If you have one of those tough games, write (your mistakes) down if 
you have a notebook or in your phone... you kind of replay it in your head 
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and you write down what actually happened, and you rewrite it down a 
couple of times after of how you would’ve done it different so if that 
situation comes up again it’s in your mind... That was something I had 
heard before, but something I put into place (over the past few seasons).” 

Petry had heard it before from Clemens’s former teammate with the 
Boston Red Sox, his father, Dan Petry. 

“You throw and you know you missed your pitch, (and) a guy hits a home 
run off you, and you’re going to learn from that and know you can’t make 
that mistake again against that player,” Petry said, sharing his father’s 
advice. “It’s kind of that same mindset, I guess.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Smith wanted to shape it in Petry. He leaned on his own experience and 
shared it with a player he knew had great promise. 

“He was too hard on himself, which made it harder to learn from the 
mistakes,” said Smith, the 57-year-old who’s now an assistant coach with 
the Buffalo Sabres. “He had a little bit of a confidence issue, and it grew 
with time. He clearly had world-class skills; he was a great puck-handler, 
he had an incredible shot, he could be physical when he wanted, he 
could make great outlet passes, and he had a good IQ for the game. You 
could see it back then, it was always just a matter of when the full 
package would come together.” 

It took a trade from Edmonton to Montreal in 2015, an exceptionally 
positive experience in the playoffs with the Canadiens that spring, a 
confidence-inspiring six-year, $33-million reward for his play, and the 
opportunity to play a much bigger role for it to start happening for Petry. 

“I think if you look at his career, he had a tough go in Edmonton and they 
didn’t really quite realize what they had,” said Brendan Gallagher, who’s 
been the six-foot-three defenceman’s teammate since he landed in 
Montreal. “Then he comes here and it’s just a fresh start for him. His 
confidence has always been a big thing about his game; when he’s 
feeling good about himself, he’s really an elite defenceman in the NHL. 
There’s not a lot of defencemen that can do what he does, and he’s 
getting those opportunities to learn from those experiences and to grow 
as a player.” 

The biggest growth opportunity for the Michigan native came in 2017 and 
carried through 2020—a period of time that saw him replace oft-injured 
Shea Weber on Montreal’s top defence pairing. 

Julie Petry told me in the fall of 2019, during a visit with her and Jeff, that 
this was a crystalizing experience for her husband. 

“Every elite athlete is what they think they are,” said Julie, a former 
standout on Michigan State’s NCAA Division-I field hockey team. “The 
thoughts you put in your head is what you put out there on the field or the 
ice. 

“Jeff would overthink things and beat himself up, but the reason he 
played so well when Shea was out was he didn’t have time to think. I 
think he plays better hockey when more is asked of him. I think when 
he’s playing the most minutes, it’s all he thinks about, so he doesn’t have 
time to sit there and dissect something he did badly. 

“And this also goes into my theory of now having three boys (the couple 
has three sons: Boyd, Barrett and Bowen). In Edmonton, we only had a 
dog, and he would come home and just list off everything he did wrong 
and there was nothing positive. But here, knowing how busy we are, he 
doesn’t really have a minute to think about one bad play. Even after a 
game, he might have a second to spit something out to me, but two 
seconds later we have three little boys arguing over what movie they 
want to watch on the way home. I think that has been the biggest 
blessing. He doesn’t have time to replay the negative thoughts in his 
mind; he just has to go out and do what he knows how to do, what he 
does well.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

It’s an unburdened, clear-minded Petry who’s playing the best hockey of 
his career in his 34th year and 12th NHL season. He may be behind 

Weber and Ben Chiarot in ice-time, but by so little that Canadiens coach 
Claude Julien said Monday he couldn’t even state with certainty that the 
Weber-Chiarot pairing is higher up in the pecking order than Petry’s with 
Joel Edmundson. Petry leads NHL defencemen with six goals, ranks 
second in points (14) and is tied with Edmundson for the league lead in 
plus-minus (plus-14). 

And it’s impossible to miss the connection between improving his mental 
approach and finding an unprecedented consistency at a stage of his 
career that should have him declining. Petry has collected a point in all 
but three of his 12 games, and he’s been a plus in all but two of them. He 
had an off-game in a loss to the Ottawa Senators last Thursday, but he 
rebounded quickly in a win over them Saturday. That’s not a matter of 
coincidence; it’s a function of years of training. 

Smith has watched the improvement from afar, and closely: Cheering 
Petry the player, and Petry the person, whom he refers to as “world 
class.” 

“We’re all going to go through ups and downs over a game, or a week, or 
a month or a career, but the importance is sticking to the basic principles 
of what you’re trying to accomplish every day,” Smith said. “That was 
something I learned as a player, and as a coach I try to instill that in guys 
on a daily basis.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Leafs, Canadiens set for emotional miniseries in meeting 
of North's best 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxFebruary 9, 2021, 11:11 AM 

 

The King in the North debate certainly won’t disappear entirely in the 
wake of this hotly anticipated home-and-home series between the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal Canadiens Wednesday and Saturday. 

That Canada’s two most historic hockey fan bases could see fireworks — 
and, perhaps, some clarity on who is the country’s best team — in these 
consecutive primetime, nationally televised tilts is reason enough to tune 
in. 

That, for the first time in a long time, the Buds and Habs are 
simultaneously relevant is the biggie. 

"With the Habs and us getting off to a great start, that’s two excited fan 
bases. We’re aware of that. It’s exciting for us as players too. They’re 
special rivalries that maybe we haven’t seen a lot of in the last few 
years," Jason Spezza says. 

"We have a chance to kinda reignite those fan bases and the rivalry. As 
players, that’s a great opportunity.” 

It would be dangerous to read too much into the only other time these 
two division title contenders crossed paths in 2021, on a giddy, delayed 
opening night devoid of any pre-season. 

There was rust to shake off, punches to throw, and new teammates to 
break in. 

We wish you were there to witness all of that pent-up hockey explode 
into a spirited if sloppy affair. January 13 offered one of those doozies 
that reminds you we’re in the entertainment business. 

The Canadiens looked the more organized and balanced outfit; the 
Maple Leafs snatched the extra point, by virtue of Morgan Rielly’s 5-4 
overtime dagger. 

“We were the better team out there,” GTA-born Canadien Josh Anderson 
asserted post-game, more than once. 

Since that night, the deliberation over whether Kyle Dubas or Marc 
Bergevin has constructed the better squad has occupied our highly 
regionalized hockey discussions. 
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A quarter of the way through this abbreviated 2021 campaign, a 
standings gulf is already forming between Leafs and Canadiens (and 
Jets) and the rest of the pack. 

Can anything be learned by comparing Toronto’s three-game 
demoralization of the Canucks to the Habs’ two-game demoralization of 
the Canucks? 

Steel sharpens steel. So, surely the players themselves would like to use 
this Montreal-Toronto set to measure how good they really are. Right? 

“You’re not going to like this answer, but I could really care less about 
what the Leafs are doing,” Montreal’s Brendan Gallagher said. “They're a 
very good team. They got their own storyline that they’re following. 

“For us, it’s just about playing our game. Obviously, we were 
disappointed we lost the first game to them. Now it’s a chance to get a 
little revenge in that aspect.” 

Toronto will roll into Bell Centre with two more wins and three more 
points, but Montreal holds a game in hand and a superior goal differential 
(+17). 

"Montreal is near the top of the league in a lot of the advanced stats," 
notes Justin Holl. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Will the real Jon Snow please stand up? 

Both sides have scored exactly 48 goals, yet both are the only teams to 
have dropped a game to the Ottawa Senators. 

One leads the league in power-play goals (Toronto, 15), the other in 
shorthanded strikes (Montreal, seven). 

One boasts the league’s best goal-scoring forward (Auston Matthews, 
11), the other the best goal-scoring defenceman (Jeff Petry, six). 

The Canadiens fire more pucks (34.5 shots per game, tops in NHL), but 
the Leafs shoot more accurately (12.4 per cent). 

Both organizations believe you get what you pay for. 

Toronto invests a league-high $40.5 million of its cap in four game-
breaking forwards, and they’re all producing. 

Montreal invests a league-high $14.85 million of cap space in its crease, 
and Carey Price and Jake Allen have delivered a division-best .914 save 
percentage. 

Yet both squads have leaned on their depth to succeed. Toronto has 23 
players with at least a point and 14 with a goal. Montreal can dress 19 
with a point and 16 with a goal. 

The Maple Leafs and Canadiens are the class of the Canadian division 
just as the old Atlantic Division is the class of the league. With defending 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay taking a stranglehold of the Central 
and defending Presidents’ Trophy champion Boston leading the East, 
Atlantic clubs now lead all three of the divisions to which they were 
scattered. 

How’s this? Five of the NHL’s top six teams, by points percentage, 
belonged to the Atlantic. 

The Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs haven’t faced off in 
playoff series since 1979, the year Joe Thornton was born. 

All it took was a worldwide pandemic and an unprecedented emergency 
realignment to pit them head-to-head 10 times (minimum) in meaningful 
games. 

“It’s going to be competitive and emotional,” Gallagher said of the 
ramped-up rivalry. 

“But if you don’t enjoy it, I guess you’re playing the wrong sport.” 
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TSN.CA / 'Powerhouse' Matthews gets physical amid 'MVP-type season' 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday before travelling to 
Montreal for Wednesday night’s game against the Canadiens. 

Auston Matthews finished 10th in Hart Trophy voting last season. The 
Leafs centre is on track to play a more prominent role in the most-
valuable-player discussion this year.  

"He's a special player who's putting together an MVP-type season," said 
veteran forward Jason Spezza.  

Matthews has scored in eight straight games he's played in and leads the 
National Hockey League in goals with 11. 

"He's playing two-way hockey," Spezza observed. "He's up and down the 
ice. He controls the play and is scoring big goals for us at big times." 

The latest timely tally came in the third period on Monday against the 
Vancouver Canucks when Matthews blasted a one timer along the ice 
and past a bewildered Braden Holtby. It was his fifth game-winning goal 
of the season, which also leads the league. It allowed the Leafs to earn 
two points on a night when they weren't at their best.  

Matthews, who described the win as "ugly," appeared to be frustrated in 
the second period with the Lady Byng Trophy nominee taking his first 
penalty of the season. But when it mattered most, Matthews stepped up.  

"He held his composure," Spezza revealed. "He spoke up a little bit in the 
room. He's growing in his confidence as a leader." 

"He's playing some excellent hockey," Canadiens goalie Carey Price told 
reporters in Montreal. "His game speaks for itself. He's a powerhouse 
guy and he's got an amazing shot ... It's fun to watch him play out there 
when I'm not on the ice with him." 

Price on Matthews: 'It's fun to watch him play... when I'm not on the ice 
with him' 

Carey Price talks about Auston Matthews and why they'll need to limit his 
time and space on Wednesday. He explains why it's fun to watch him 
play as long as he's not on the ice with him. Josh Anderson talks about 
their rivalry with the Leafs and why it should only heat up with both teams 
at the top of the North. 

Matthews is an imposing figure at 6-foot-3, but hasn't always been the 
most physical player. However, this season he's landing more 
bodychecks than ever before. He led Toronto with four hits on Monday. 

"It's tough enough playing against forwards of his calibre," said Leafs 
defenceman Travis Dermott, "but when they start hitting and doing stuff 
that makes your life even harder then it steps to a different level so it's 
great to see that coming out of Matty. I'm sure he'll keep it going and 
have a few more tricks up his sleeve as well." 

Matthews is at 4.3 hits per 60 minutes so far this year, which is way up 
from 1.6 last season. The Arizona native always owned a howitzer of a 
shot, but is now consistently praised by teammates for his attention to 
detail defensively.  

"He gets in people's way," said Mitch Marner. "He's doing better 
defensive-wise getting the puck back in our own zone." 

---  

This is the first season Matthews and Marner have started on the same 
line from Day 1 of training camp.  

"You're seeing their chemistry really evolve," said Spezza. "They're 
learning to find each other in the soft spots of the rink. They're two very 
different players, but they think the game on the same level so they 
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complement each other really well and our team is benefiting from them 
reading off each other. We're really seeing, even in practice, that their 
chemistry is better and better." 

The Matthews-Marner magic was certainly evident on Monday. The 
game-winning goal came moments after an offensive zone faceoff, which 
Matthews won. It was a play they clearly had in mind before the puck 
dropped.  

"Mitch just came up to me and said, 'Look for me,' so that's what I did 
and then he did the rest with Auston," said defenceman Rasmus Sandin 
who picked up a secondary assist on the play. "It wasn't too hard." 

Marner has now picked up a point in eight straight games.  

"I just try to pop open for him," Matthews said. “[Zach Hyman] had a 
really great screen there and I just tried to shoot it as hard as I can. 
Sandy made a quick play in and out, it just happened really quick." 

      Stay hot Auston  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/C2JrK61pgM 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 9, 2021 

Matthews and Marner were also on the ice for Toronto's first goal. Marner 
controlled the play high in the Canucks zone before getting the puck to 
the net and forcing Nate Schmidt into an awkward situation. The 
defenceman, who was battling with Hyman, tried to kick the puck away, 
but instead put it right into the wheelhouse of Morgan Rielly who made 
no mistake.  

"With the structure we have in the offensive zone, it allows for a lot of 
movement, a lot of opportunity for players to use their skills and move to 
different spots," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "There's nothing really set in 
terms of where people should be in our structure. It's a matter of motion 
and movement and placing people and, you look at last night as an 
example, it's not exactly something you would practice, but it's well within 
the structure and things we talk about." 

      BOOM  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/d0v6itInay 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 9, 2021 

Keefe has designed a system that allows his high-end players like 
Matthews and Marner to freelance in the offensive zone.  

"The key is to allow their instincts to take over," he said. "That's a part of 
who they are and that's why you want to have players like that so you 
need to give them that freedom." 

--- 

After missing the last two games, Dermott skated on the third pair with 
Zach Bogosian at practice. 

"Just a really fun charley horse," a smiling Dermott said of his injury. "It's 
a little more nagging than you expect it to be when it's just, technically, a 
bruise, but the boys here have been great helping me get it figured out, 
get it loose and getting me back pretty quick. I feel pretty good now and 
just waiting to get in the lineup." 

    This collision with Motte is what sent Dermott off 
pic.twitter.com/n70ZWzWY94 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 5, 2021 

Dermott sustained the injury last Thursday when he attempted to avoid a 
hit by Canucks forward Tyler Motte.  

"I tried to kind of get out of the way and I left my leg too late behind me," 
Dermott said. "I don't think it was a dirty hit by any means and I take the 
onus on me for being too slow."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Mikheyev with Tavares; Dermott returns 

Travis Dermott was back at Leafs practice on Tuesday, after leaving 
Thursday's game against the Canucks in the first period with what the 
defenceman described as a 'fun' charley horse. TSN's Mark Masters has 
more on his return and some of the new-look lines and special teams 
units at practice. 

--- 

After Columbus Blue Jackets head coach John Tortorella decided to 
bench newly acquired winger Patrik Laine on Monday night, Keefe was 
asked for his philosophy on sitting players to send a message.  

"Everything's situational and it's usually an accumulation of things," 
Keefe said. "You don't overreact to one incident or one different thing. 
For me, it's usually the end of a long line of events that have occurred 
with a lot of communication and discussion. It's not something I resort to 
all that often." 

Keefe acknowledged dealing with a star player is a bit different when it 
comes to this kind of disciplinary action. A top-line player may miss a 
shift or two while a depth guy could find himself out of the lineup entirely 
moving forward.  

"Sometimes an in-game benching, while you're sending a message to a 
certain player, it can also work against the team and your ability to win a 
certain game so there's a balance there as well," Keefe said. 

Keefe played for Tortorella when he broke into the NHL with the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in 2000 and learned a lot from his time around the veteran 
bench boss.   

"Knowing Torts it would have been lots behind the scenes that would've 
led to such a decision," Keefe said. "It wouldn't have been anything 
abrupt. He's very purposeful with how he goes about things."  

Keefe on Torts: 'He's very purposeful how he goes about things' 

Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe played for John Tortorella during his 
NHL career and says that when he sends a message by benching a 
player, it is something that has been built up, and not a knee-jerk 
reaction. Leafs veteran Jason Spezza also shared his thoughts on being 
benched over the course of his career and how it is looked at differently 
now. 

--- 

Toronto got outshot 27-7 in the first two periods on Monday, but Frederik 
Andersen held the fort. Although after the game the Dane was more 
interested in praising his teammates than basking in his first-star 
performance.  

"I'm really proud of how they stuck with it in those two periods and didn't 
start cheating for offence or anything like that," Andersen said. "They 
kept being inside, trying to take away time and space and not giving up 
their defensive commitment to force something." 

Keefe felt like the Leafs did a decent job keeping the Canucks to the 
outside despite all the shots. Still, Andersen needed to make some big 
saves, including robbing Justin Bailey on a two-on-one rush late in the 
first period.  

"I feel focused," Andersen said. "I feel like I’m moving well, tracking the 
puck well." 

      FREDDIE, FREDDIE!!#LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/ADIWPB1f7C 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 9, 2021 

After allowing nine goals in the first two games, Andersen is rolling. He's 
got a .919 save percentage in his last nine starts.  

When Andersen is at his best, what's he doing?  

"Keeping things simple," he said. "Small movements and easy tracking. 
Just being ready, reading the play well and keeping the focus on that 
one-shot-at-a-time mentality. Obviously, it's a little bit more complicated 
than that, but just being on top of the puck and seeing it well is the key to 
my game to make it look easy. When I play my best it looks easier than 
at other times. I think that's the main key." 

NHL: Canucks 1, Maple Leafs 3 

The Canucks out shot the Maple Leafs 27-7 through two periods, but 
Auston Matthews broke the tie by extended his goal scoring streak to 
eight games and Alex Kerfoot scored 11 seconds after that. Frederik 
Andersen finished with 31 saves and Mitch Marner's point streak is now 
at eight games, as Toronto swept the three-game set against the 
Canucks. 
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--- 

Leafs lines at Tuesday's practice:  

F 

Hyman - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Mikheyev 

Vesey - Kerfoot - Engvall 

Petan - Boyd - Spezza  

Barabanov - Brooks 

D 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Lehtonen - Sandin 

G 

Andersen  

Hutchinson  

Woll 

*Injured players Joe Thornton and Nick Robertson also took part in 
practice.  

Leafs power-play units at Tuesday's practice:  

PP1 

Rielly  

Matthews - Petan - Marner  

Hyman  

PP2 

Brodie  

Nylander - Tavares - Spezza  

Mikheyev 
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TSN.CA / Heat is on new Pens hires Hextall, Burke to ‘win now’ 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

Up ’til now, the view of Ron Hextall from the other side of the Keystone 
State included only a dyed-in-the-wool Broad Street Bully with a flying-P 
Flyers logo tattooed on his back. 

But the truth is: the Pittsburgh Penguins were actually Hextall’s first 
hockey love. 

Hextall, now 56, spent the formative years of his childhood in the Steel 
City while his father, Bryan, made his way in the Hextall family business 
playing for the Penguins in the early 1970s. His neighbours in Green 
Tree, Pa., were Penguins and Pirates players. 

That’s where Hextall played street hockey with Pirates stars Manny 
Sanguillen and Rennie Stennett – the same streets where then-Penguins 
netminder Jim Rutherford encouraged a five-year-old Hextall, the son 
and grandson of two NHL forwards, to pick up the pads. 

“He was very good to me,” Hextall said of Rutherford. “He gave me his 
mask, his skates, he played road hockey with me. He was my biggest 
idol.” 

Fast forward five decades. 

A 71-year-old Rutherford, on his way out the door on Jan. 27 as 
Penguins general manager after hanging two Stanley Cup banners in the 
City of Bridges, recommended Hextall as his successor. 

The Penguins got their man on Tuesday. 

Well, actually they got two of them. 

The Penguins hired Hextall as the 11th GM in franchise history and 
created a new position for former Maple Leafs, Canucks and Flames GM 
Brian Burke to serve as Pittsburgh’s president of hockey operations. 

“I’ve come full circle,” Hextall said. 

According to the Penguins, Hextall will oversee the team’s day-to-day 
hockey operations, reporting to Burke as his primary adviser. Burke will 
report to David Morehouse, the team’s president and CEO. Penguins co-
owners Mario Lemieux and Ron Burkle were heavily involved in the 
interview process. 

The Penguins will retain assistant GM Patrik Allvin in his same role; 
sources say Hextall is expected to bring Nashville Predators scout Chris 
Pryor, his former assistant in Philadelphia, along as an assistant GM in 
Pittsburgh. 

Morehouse said it wasn’t the new “structure” of the organization that 
mattered, so much as “the people.” According to sources, the Penguins 
also interviewed and strongly considered NHL Network analyst Kevin 
Weekes for a role similar to the one Burke landed. 

“This has nothing to do with anything other than talent. Once [Burke] was 
interested, this was a no-brainer,” Morehouse said. “Ron Hextall was the 
guy we all wanted. We’re going to harness that competitive fire. Mario is 
as excited as anyone, having [Hextall] on our side of the ice is much 
better.” 

The challenge assigned to Hextall in Pittsburgh, to find the final pieces 
for another Cup run with an aging core of superstars in Sidney Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang, is much different than the one he 
undertook in Philadelphia. 

In Philadelphia, it was all about patience, drafting and development – a 
definite departure from the Flyers’ norm that Hextall convinced late owner 
Ed Snider was required. But Hextall was quick to point out that the Flyers 
qualified for the playoffs in two of his four years as GM. 

The Flyers’ success with homegrown talent, reaching Game 7 of the 
second round last fall, after Hextall was fired in 2018 only seemed to 
validate his vision. 

“I know I’m kind of looked at as a builder,” Hextall said. “This situation is 
different than the one we took over in L.A. or in Philadelphia. I’m not a 
one-trick pony. I’ll work with [Burke] to, again, become the best team that 
we can become today.” 

But the mandate from the Penguins is “win now,” as echoed by 
Morehouse on Tuesday: “We’re the Pittsburgh Penguins and we’re here 
to win.” Walking that tight rope between present and future was said to 
be his undoing in philosophical difference in Philadelphia. 

That will be Hextall's delicate dance in Pittsburgh, too, as there is a cliff 
not too far in the distant future waiting for the Penguins (and now his own 
tenure) by virtue of that “win now” approach that Rutherford employed. 

On Tuesday, Hextall did not bite when asked about the long-term futures 
of Crosby and Co. in Pittsburgh. 

“I can’t tell you what’s coming our way. I can’t,” Hextall said. “I can’t tell 
you how good our team is going to be the rest of the year and therefore I 
can’t be definitive in a direction. In my interviews, we talked about all 
kinds of different scenarios and we went through them all – certainly not 
things I’m open to discuss right now because they were internal 
discussions. 
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“We will keep an eye on the future here, certainly try and grab some 
assets here and there, but we’ve also got to put the best team … we’ve 
got Crosby and Letang and Malkin, we want to be the best team we can 
be right now with three of the best players in the world.” 

Burke, 65, spent parts of the last three years in media after departing the 
Calgary Flames as president of hockey operations in 2018. Burke was 
previously critical of the Penguins’ franchise, saying that their plan was 
predicated on the fact they “won a god damn lottery.” 

“If you remember back in the lottery in [2005], I just missed Sidney 
Crosby,” said Burke, whose Anaheim Ducks won the No. 2 overall pick 
instead. “Well, now I’ve got Sidney Crosby.” 

Two months ago on a podcast, Burke said: “I don’t think Pittsburgh is 
good enough to win. Now matter what they do now with their cap 
situation, I think that window has closed, for me.” 

Asked about that assessment on Tuesday, Burke said he was “not going 
to back away from anything I said in my media role, but I also think when 
you have pieces like we have here, you’ve got to try to win.” 

“All the teams that have had success have cap issues. There’s a whole 
bunch of teams with extreme salary cap issues that haven’t won a bloody 
thing,” Burke said. “At least when Jimmy Rutherford goes to buy gas, 
he’s got two rings on.” 

The heat is on for Hextall as he comes home to Pittsburgh. Each of the 
last three general managers the Penguins hired went on to win a Stanley 
Cup within their first three years on the job. 
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