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NHL power rankings: Lightning and Avalanche remain on top 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

The NHL is a quarter way through the season – well, some 
teams are, others are on indefinite hiatus – which makes this 
the perfect time to update our power rankings.  

With nine-to-16 games in the books, a lot has changed in the 
league-wide landscape and this season will be a very 
challenging one in terms of auditing where each team 
stands. When teams only get to play the same six-or-seven 
teams over and over again, the measuring sticks between 
divisions become blurrier with each passing game. Is a 10-2-
1 record really that impressive with nearly half the schedule 
against two of the league’s worst teams? It’s going to be 
tough to gauge. 

Like the first edition, our power rankings are a perfect 50-50 
split between the wisdom of the crowd from our smart, 
talented and beautiful staff and the computed calculations 
from my cold, rigid and beautiful model. That way, everyone 
is happy and can agree with the rankings 100 percent.  

No? There’ll still be comments about how everyone, 
including and especially the model, hates your favorite team 
specifically? Oh well, can’t win em all. 

Each staff member was asked to rank each team on a 10-tier 
scale outlined below. The ranking guidelines aren’t a hard 
and fast rule, simply a guideline for what each tier stood for, 
meaning if a staff member felt there were four teams that had 
equal Cup Favorite clout, they were free to put all four teams 
in that tier. 

Cup Favorite (1-2): Teams that are likeliest to play in the Cup 
Final 

Cup Contender (3-5): Teams that have a real shot at winning 
the Cup 

Dark Horse (6-9): Teams that can make some noise in the 
playoffs and surprise 

Playoff Team (10-13): Teams that are likely to make the 
playoffs 

Bubble Team (14-17): Teams that should make the playoffs, 
but have a chance of missing 

Outside Looking In (18-20): Teams just outside the playoff 
race that could surprise 

Not a Playoff Team (21-23): Teams that are unlikely to make 
the playoffs 

Bottom Feeder (24-26): Teams that are well outside the 
playoff picture 

Lottery Contender (27-29): Teams that have a real shot at 
winning the first overall pick 

Lottery Favorite (30-31): Teams that are likeliest to win the 
first overall pick 

Once staff members submit their results, each team is 
graded on a 1-to-10 scale based on the tiers, earning 10 
points for each Cup Favorite vote and one point for each 
Lottery Favorite vote. The votes were then averaged out and 
then put together with my model which was converted to the 
same scale. Both ratings will be noted for each team as the 
disagreements will always be the most fascinating. 

After one-quarter of the season done for some teams, here’s 
where every team stands. 

Staff votes and model ratings are as of February 9. 

Cup Favorite 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are exactly who we 
thought they were, even without arguably their best player, 
Nikita Kucherov. The Lightning are off to a roaring 9-1-1 start 
– an .864 points percentage that leads the league – picking 
up exactly where they left off last season. They hold down 
the top spot in the power rankings as a result. 

A lot of credit has to go to goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy who 
is playing his part as the best goalie in the world. He leads 
the league in goals saved above expected and is second in 
goals saved above average to start the season. It’s not a 
surprise to see him play great, but it is to see him grade out 
that way analytically as that hasn’t always been the case.  

The Lightning are a heavy favorite to go back-to-back this 
season with 20 of 22 staff members rating them as a Cup 
Favorite. Only one other team, Ottawa, had a more decisive 
staff rating. The model currently has Tampa Bay third and 
that’s too low for this well-oiled machine. That should be 
rectified once Tuesday’s 6-1 beatdown over the Predators is 
accounted for. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Nothing changes at the top. The Lightning and Avalanche 
started the season first and second as the only teams in the 
Cup Favorite tier and it remains that way. 

The Avalanche have been dominant so far in every game 
state with a top 10 power play, a first-ranked penalty kill and 
an excellent 55 percent expected and actual goals rate at 
five-on-five. They’ve delivered as promised so far and that’s 
on their star players who are controlling play at a ludicrous 
rate to start the season.  

Colorado was hit with a sizeable injury bug last week which 
hurt the team’s team strength initially, but being shut down 
due to COVID protocol might be a blessing in disguise there. 
It’ll give the team some time to heal up and get ready for the 
rest of the season grind where they still look to be the West’s 
most impressive team. 

Cup Contender 

3. Boston Bruins 
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The Bruins started a bit slowly without scoring a five-on-five 
goal in their first three games, but have quickly started to 
assert their dominance over the rest of the East Division. It’s 
them and the rest right now as the team already has a 99 
percent chance of making the playoffs, a very high chance of 
winning the division and currently holds the highest chance 
of winning the Stanley Cup. 

That’s a product of a softer path compared to the other top 
teams (the model has downgraded all the other top East 
teams) and the fact the model currently sees them as the 
league’s top team. The Bruins start looks even better than 
both teams above as they rank sixth on the power play, 
second on the penalty kill and are third with a 56 percent 
expected goals rate at five-on-five. They haven’t converted 
as much at five-on-five yet, but that’s coming, especially now 
that David Pastrnak is back. That they’ve won so many 
games with Matt Grzelcyk on the shelf has also been 
impressive.  

By the combined ratings, Boston is much closer to Colorado 
than it is to the next team in this tier. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

When the Golden Knights have played they’ve been exactly 
as good as advertised, starting the season 8-1-1 with 
dominant five-on-five numbers as is tradition for Vegas.  

And yet the silly model has actually downgraded the team’s 
strength since the start of the season. It’s always a bit 
strange when that happens when a team is playing well, but 
there’s actually a pretty good explanation for it: The team’s 
strength of schedule. In nine games, Vegas has played 
Arizona four times, Los Angeles twice, and Anaheim twice – 
just one game so far against any of the West’s three other 
top four teams. That, and Robin Lehner, the team’s 
presumed starter, has been out-duelled so far by Marc-Andre 
Fleury. 

It makes grading the team a bit tricky for now and I’ll just be 
sitting here patiently, waiting for next week where we’ll be 
treated to four (!) straight matchups between Colorado and 
Vegas. We’ll have a better idea then of what this Vegas team 
can truly be. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

We caught a lot of flak with the last edition of the power 
rankings for having the Leafs rated as a top-five team with 
cries of a biased model. The team proceeded to start the 
season 10-2-1 in the North Division and currently lead the 
league in points. I’ll be waiting by the phone for the several 
apologies I’m owed, thanks. 

What’s very interesting – and hopefully proves once and for 
all that the absolute asinine belief that the model sprinkles 
bonus points on the Leafs is obviously wrong – is that the 
model’s opinion of the Leafs has actually dropped since the 
start of the season. It now falls a shade under where the staff 
has them (where the majority believe Toronto is a Cup 
Contender) and is second in the North. That makes this 
week’s two-game battle against Montreal especially 
intriguing.  

The Leafs’ current record is a testament to their talent level: 
Winning despite very rarely looking as dominant as they 

should given that talent. Toronto is running a bit hot at five-
on-five (62 percent goals rate to 52 percent expected goals 
rate) and on the power play where it may be hard to sustain 
10.6 expected goals for per 60 all season. Only three other 
teams have ever been above nine, but to their credit, two of 
those teams were the Leafs. Toronto is also 5-0-1 in one-
goal games, generally a red flag for good fortune. 

The Leafs are a very good team, as correctly expected, and 
top five feels right as both the staff and model see them as a 
contender. But the record is still a bit inflated for now. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

The final Cup Contender. Carolina has arrived and jumps 
three spots from borderline top 10 to just outside the top five. 
The staff isn’t quite there yet, but they’re beginning to warm 
up to the idea with the Hurricanes jumping from an average 
7.6 rating to their current 8.1. The contender label is mostly 
driven by the model here which sees a club that’s once again 
dominating play at five-on-five to the tune of a 59.5 percent 
expected goals rate, with a 57.3 percent actual goals rate to 
match. The Hurricanes are always an analytics darling, but 
the numbers there are even stronger than usual. 

Carolina will need Petr Mrazek back sooner rather than later 
as his numbers were excellent to start the year, with a .934 
over his first four games and five goals saved.  

Dark Horse 

7. Montreal Canadiens 

From middle of the pack to borderline contender, no team 
has impressed more to start the season than Montreal. The 
Canadiens have emerged as a legitimate challenger as the 
best team in the North. The model already believes it for now 
based mostly on the team’s incredible play-driving numbers 
leading the league in expected goals percentage at a 
whopping 61 percent. They’re outscoring teams by even 
more too. 

It might take a bit more time for the staff to get there, but the 
Canadiens jumped up seven spots making them the biggest 
mover since the offseason. They’ve been strong out of the 
gate and that has many cautiously optimistic about the 
team’s chances. Maybe they’re right and the model should 
pump the brakes a little, especially until this two-game 
showdown with Toronto, but for now, it’s hard not to love how 
Montreal has looked. Make no mistake, the Canadiens were 
worthy of the hype. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

It’s hard to get a read on the Blues when they play 20 
straight games against the Coyotes. The staff and model are 
both fairly close, viewing St. Louis as a Dark Horse team, but 
something has been off about the Blues to start that has 
allowed Carolina and Montreal to surpass them. That 
probably begins and ends with their special teams play which 
has been abhorrent at both ends of the ice, ranking 25th on 
the power play and 29th on the penalty kill. There might be 
some regression coming with the man advantage, but the 
shorthanded problems are real as the Blues allow the fifth 
most chance down a man in the league. 

9. Dallas Stars 
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Neither the model nor staff has wavered in its rating of the 
Stars since the offseason and I’m personally a little surprised 
the model is still so low. Dallas has gotten off to a strong 
start with a 54 percent expected goals rate and a second-
ranked power play. They likely deserve a bit more credit than 
this. Then again, the Stars have also lost two straight to the 
Blackhawks. 

I’m not sure about Cup Contender, but the team should 
probably stand more firmly in Dark Horse territory. Dallas 
continues to be one of the league’s best defensive teams, 
posting the fourth-best expected and actual goals against 
rate in the league at five-on-five. 

10. Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers have picked up right where they left off after last 
year’s strong finish to the season, starting the season 8-3-2, 
but I’m not sure I’m completely sold on them considering 
their sluggish underlying numbers. Philadelphia is earning 
wins and that’s what matters, but there have been far too 
many games where the Flyers have been dominated from a 
scoring chance perspective and their 47 percent expected 
goals rate is actually last in the East Division. A lot of that 
came in games without star center Sean Couturier so they 
deserve some slack, but it’s time for them to actually start 
playing the way they’ve been billed. That goes for Carter 
Hart too who’s allowed six goals more than expected over 
his first nine games.  

That the team holds such a strong record despite no 
Couturier, weak possession numbers, weak goaltending and 
below-average special teams is pretty astonishing. They can 
be better, and it’s great they’ve built up a nice cushion in the 
meantime. 

Playoff Team 

11. Calgary Flames 

The staff pegged the Flames as a bubble team before the 
season started and remains firm in that position after a tepid 
6-5-1 start. The Flames have looked dominant at times and 
weak at others, frustratingly consistent in their 
inconsistency.  

It’s still early though and the Flames haven’t had the benefit 
of playing against Ottawa yet. It’s been a tougher schedule 
than the rest of their North Division colleagues and in that 
time have still managed to be a top 10 expected goals team. 
The team’s second pair of Chris Tanev and Noah Hanifin, in 
particular, look to be a revelation which is partially driving the 
sizeable upgrade the model has given them since the 
offseason. Johnny Gaudreau being back to his usual 
dominant self certainly helps the team’s standing too. 

The Flames are overrated for now, not having earned this 
current position in the power rankings. But the model works 
in mysterious ways and time will tell if it was on to something 
with Calgary. If this current ranking doesn’t hold up, I’ll be the 
first person in line to dunk all over it in the next iteration of 
the power rankings. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

There were many before the season who said the model was 
overrating the Penguins and they seem to be dead-on so far. 

Pittsburgh has been very pedestrian to start, going 5-5-1 and 
rarely looking as good as a team with Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin should. Pittsburgh has been downgraded 
heavily by the model as a result and is pretty much right in 
line with where the staff currently sees them. 

They’re still more than likely to make the playoffs, but that 
bet becomes more precarious with each passing game. More 
than anything, they need Malkin to start being Malkin again. 
He has just six points in 11 games and an average Game 
Score of 0.50 – very un-Malkin-like numbers. 

13. Washington Capitals 

There’s no greater rivalry in hockey than the one between 
my model and the Washington Capitals. Nothing has 
changed here: The staff are very bullish on Washington while 
my model remains bearish, still seeing Washington as an 
average team. 

Well, the Capitals have won as many games as they’ve lost 
and have scored as many goals as they’ve allowed so it’s not 
all wrong – but that’s honestly impressive given the injury 
issues the team has dealt with to start the season. 

It’s hard to gauge the Capitals under those conditions, but it 
is encouraging that the team’s power play seems to be back. 
After finishing 17th last season, the Capitals are tops in the 
league to start the year at 37 percent. 

Bubble Team 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Kirill Kaprizov looks like the real deal so far and that’s 
enough for the model to significantly upgrade the Wild from 
their previous spot. Now, they headline the bubble group 
even if the staff aren’t completely on board yet. That’s not 
surprising given the team’s modest 6-5-0 record, but the 
goals will come given the team’s massive scoring chance 
edge. Minnesota ranks fourth in the league in expected goals 
percentage. 

The Wild don’t have the high-end talent to likely be anything 
more than a playoff team this year, but the depth is there. 
They can be a force as long as they get average goaltending 
which is what they’ve received whenever Cam Talbot starts. 
The team’s record should improve as long as he’s healthy 
(although that obviously applies to the entire team at this 
point given almost everyone is under COVID protocol). 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers are a tale of two teams right now and naturally 
end up right in the middle as a result. There’s the team they 
are when Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl are on the ice, 
out-scoring opponents 24-17 at five-on-five with a 57 percent 
expected goals share. And then there’s the team when both 
are on the bench, getting out-scored 17-5 while earning a 38 
percent expected goals share. 

The team’s lack of depth is seriously killing them, but the 
bottom six has also been relatively unlucky, despite their 
puck possession woes. As long as McDavid and Draisaitl 
continue flying the way they have, the Oilers have legitimate 
playoff hopes – they just need the bottom six to pick up the 
slack. They certainly got that in Tuesday’s win over the 
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Senators, a rare win where neither McDavid or Draisaitl had 
a point. 

16. New York Islanders 

Die and be a hero, or live long enough to see yourself 
become the villain. Believe it or not, the model is higher than 
the staff is on the Islanders who have had a relatively slow 
start to the season with a 5-4-2 record. It’s not what some 
expected after their strong bubble run, but the Islanders are 
a better team than they’re being given credit for with a strong 
53 percent expected goals rate and a top 10 scoring chance 
suppression rate. Right in the middle is just about right 
though for now as the team hasn’t been able to turn that 
territorial edge into actual results just yet. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

The Jets are 14th in five-on-five goals percentage, 17th on 
the power play and 14th on the penalty kill – and yet have a 
7-4-1 record. It’s that latter number that likely has many 
optimistic that the Jets are back, but I have my doubts. The 
Jets are a better team than the model gives them credit for, 
but even by goals in every state they look just average. 

With that being said, Pierre-Luc Dubois is a big-time addition 
and I’m excited to see how the Jets look with him playing 
behind Mark Scheifele. Dubois gives Winnipeg serious 
center depth and has the play-driving ability to make the Jets 
a much more formidable five-on-five group. 

18. Florida Panthers 

The Panthers have not played a single game against the top 
three teams in their division yet so take their current record 
and underlying numbers with a massive grain of salt. With 
the way Columbus and Nashville have played, Florida indeed 
has the inside track for a Central Division playoff spot, but 
the model is not quite sold on the team’s ability just yet. The 
team has moved up in these rankings thanks to positive 
sentiment from the staff, but I want to see how they fare 
against a real team before upgrading my stance. That, and 
Sergei Bobrovsky seems to be playing just as well as he did 
last season which doesn’t inspire much confidence.  

Outside Looking In 

19. New York Rangers 

The Rangers have a lot of talent and that led to strong 
finishing and goaltending results last season. I still believe 
the team can find that magic again, but their start to the 
season in both regards has been troubling. Perhaps it’s bad 
luck or regression after a full season of good luck, but either 
way, the staff have every right to feel pessimistic. 
Development isn’t linear and the Rangers look set to take a 
step back this season unless their stars start picking up their 
games. Mika Zibanejad in particular has been really 
disappointing.  

20. Arizona Coyotes 

The young Coyotes are finally arriving and Arizona looks 
ready to make waves. Conor Garland and Christian Dvorak 
have 13 points in 12 games and are dominating possession, 
Nick Schmaltz is looking like a real threat again, Clayton 
Keller’s two-way game is improving and Jakob Chychrun is 
emerging as a legitimate number one defender. A serious 

lack of high-end talent has always held back the Coyotes, 
but there looks to be some light at the end of the tunnel. 
Arizona is a team to watch and the Coyotes might make the 
West Division race a little more interesting than expected. 
With a great goaltender, anything is possible, but it helps to 
see strong fundamentals in front of him too. Don’t sleep on 
Arizona. 

21. Nashville Predators 

I don’t think many expected much from the Predators to start 
the season, but they’ve still managed to be one of the 
league’s most disappointing clubs. They’ve started the 
season 5-8-0 and have deserved every part of it with the 
league’s worst penalty kill, an always brutal power play and 
bottom 10 numbers at five-on-five. The team’s playoff 
chances have fallen all the way down to 22 percent as a 
result. They might’ve ranked even lower if Tuesday’s 6-1 
defeat to Tampa Bay was accounted for by either the staff or 
the model. 

Not a Playoff Team 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets 

There is no greater difference in opinion between our trusted 
staff and the model than the current chasm that defines 
Columbus. At 6-5-3 all hope is not lost with the Blue Jackets 
and the staff still sees the bubble team many expected 
Columbus to be. The model is significantly more bearish, 
seeing the Blue Jackets as a bottom feeder after a poor start 
that looks even worse once you dig into the numbers. 

Columbus ranks 30th, ahead of only the Kings, in expected 
goals percentage at 41 percent, 3.5 percentage points 
behind the lowly Senators. It’s a stark departure from the 
defensive powerhouse the team was last year and the issue 
stems from a sheer lack of offense. No team is generating 
fewer chances than Columbus who have generated just 1.65 
expected goals per 60 this season. The Blue Jackets’ special 
teams aren’t much to write home about either. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks 

After a fleet of unfortunate injuries to start the season, and a 
wretched 0-3-1 start against the two teams from Florida there 
were many figuring the Blackhawks might be the league’s 
worst team. Since then Chicago has looked shockingly 
competitive, going 6-1-3 and keeping most games tight. The 
Blackhawks are now projected to finish fifth in the Central, 
something I’m not sure anyone expected at the start of the 
year. 

All hail surprise goalie Kevin Lankinen who has been lights 
out to start the season with a .933 save percentage. He 
started the year as the third-string goalie but has quickly won 
the starting job with his play. Goaltending was a big 
offseason question mark that he’s hopefully answered, but 
he’s had help too with much-improved team defense. 
Chicago ranks 23rd in expected goals against this season, a 
sizeable improvement from its dead last rate last year. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

One of the biggest discrepancies in the offseason edition of 
the power rankings was Vancouver’s place on it. The staff 
ranked them 11th. The model ranked them 22nd. It’s too 
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early for a victory lap as there’s still room for team 
improvement once the core starts playing like many know 
they can, but Vancouver’s start has obviously been quite 
demoralizing. The Canucks fall five spots in the power 
rankings, a tie for the biggest drop. 

Aside from games against Ottawa, Vancouver has looked 
downright putrid, performing even worse than the most 
pessimistic expectations. The team is thin, team defense is 
an issue, and goaltending has been a major problem. At five-
on-five, no team allows more expected goals against than 
the Canucks and only Ottawa allows more goals. 

After an offseason where some figured the Canucks might 
be Canada’s second-best team, it’s becoming very clear 
they’re Canada’s second-worst. It’s not close either. 

Bottom Feeder 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres are in familiar territory: Right around .500. In a 
deep East Division, their playoff chances remain slim and 
that’s pushed the team’s standing in these power rankings 
down a few notches. The model’s opinion has actually 
remained unchanged since the first iteration of the rankings, 
but the staff has clearly grown sour with the group after 
expecting a small jump toward relevancy this season. The 
season is still young and there’s room for optimism, but the 
start hasn’t done much to alter the viewpoint that the Sabres 
are still a Bottom Feeder. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Despite a pesky 4-3-2 record to start the season amid 
injuries and a positive expected goals rate, the Devils drop 
one spot in the power rankings compared to the offseason. 
The model has downgraded the group and that’s partially on 
the team’s still small sample of nine games as well as the 
further degradation of P.K. Subban, who the model now 
views as well below replacement level. It uses the last three 
seasons which means at this point it’s quickly replacing the 
2017-18 year with 2020-21 stats, which doesn’t bode well for 
Subban considering that was his last good season. The 
same goes for a few other Devils as that was the year they 
made the playoffs, a season that is now no longer part of the 
dataset. 

The staff is a bit more cautiously optimistic and I think there’s 
good reason for that, especially once the team is healthy and 
gets playing again. I wouldn’t be surprised to see New 
Jersey move up throughout the season. Especially if Jack 
Hughes keeps up his exceptional start. 

Lottery Contender 

27. San Jose Sharks 

The Battle of California is going about as disastrously as 
expected. The Sharks have the highest rating of the three, 
but only barely as the model is slightly more enamoured by 
its top-end talent compared to the Ducks. Either way, all 
three end up in the same tier and we’re really just splitting 
hairs. Though some expected the Sharks might bounce back 
this year after last year’s train-wreck, that’s becoming more 
and more difficult to envision. The team is getting smoked on 
a nightly basis by expected goals. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks are right there in the same boat in terms of 
scoring chance share, but they’re hanging on thanks to the 
otherworldly play of John Gibson. He covers up a lot of 
Anaheim’s shortcomings, specifically in the way of high-end 
offensive talent. The forward group is barren with Max 
Comtois and Carter Rowney leading the team with six points 
apiece in 13 games. That’s not going to cut it. 

29. Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings are the worst of the worst among the three 
California squads and have been steamrolled to start the 
season so far. They’re the only team with an expected goals 
rate below 40 percent so far with no one on the team 
providing a positive impact there. Anze Kopitar has been a 
treat so far looking close to his vintage self, but he’s simply 
had no help. 

Lottery Favorite 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings are on pace for just 32 points this season, a 
47-point pace over 82 games. That’s technically an 
improvement over last season, but only barely and is still 
rather pathetic. Detroit wasn’t expected to make the playoffs 
this season and the poor start only confirms that unlikelihood 
as the Red Wings are already under one percent to make it. 
The only saving grace is that for the first time in a long time 
Detroit isn’t considered to be the league’s biggest 
laughingstock. Small victories.  

31. Ottawa Senators 

Not a single person rated the Senators anything other than a 
Lottery Favorite. There was legitimate hope that this season 
could be a turning point for the Senators given their 
offseason expenditure, but that felt misguided from the get-
go based on who they acquired. The Senators have won two 
of their first 14 games and are an absolute disaster at five-
on-five. I’m not sure it gets better for them and their chances 
of making the playoffs are already infinitesimal. Over 50,000 
simulations, Ottawa made the playoffs eight times. And that 
was before losing to Edmonton.
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Gold: Canes head to Dallas for a new experience 

By Adam Gold 

A week and a half ago the Dallas Stars left PNC Arena on 
the wrong end of a 2-game sweep. Tonight, the Carolina 
Hurricanes will start another series, only this time in Dallas 
with something they have yet to encounter this year. 

Crowd noise. 

Remember the days when fans were allowed inside arenas 
to watch professional athletes play? Pardon me while I 
reminisce in my own mind. But yes, the Stars are allowing 
some fans in American Airlines Center, so we’ll see how 
much noise roughly 4,000 people can produce. 

Back in Raleigh, Carolina won two very different games. The 
first was an utterly dominant defensive effort as the Canes 
cruised to a 4-1 win. They limited the Stars to just 11 shots 
on goal, and exactly zero at 5-on-5 over the final two periods. 
The second game started out in a similar fashion, but Dallas 
slowly turned the tables over on Carolina who seemed 
destined for a loss until Nino Niederreiter ripped a slap shot 
over Anton Khudobin with just under 3 minutes to go, tying 
the game and setting up Carolina for a shootout win. 

Last time out 

The Hurricanes are coming off a 3-2 loss in Columbus when 
they played with just 17 skaters due to a late scratch of 
Vincent Trocheck (lower body). The manpower shortage was 
hardly responsible for the loss, but not having Trocheck 
mattered. He’s simply been one of Carolina’s best and most 
consistent forwards all year. His 6 goals and 9 points in 9 
games are tied for 2nd most on the team with Jordan Staal 
and Sebastian Aho. He’s also won 57% of his face offs and 
gives Rod Brind’Amour the right handed center option he 
craves. 

He skated in Raleigh on Wednesday and is expected to 
return to the line up in Dallas. 

As for the rest of the game, if the head coach is more 
concerned with the process then he probably didn’t mind the 
loss since it was a lot closer to the way Carolina wants to 
play. It wasn’t without mistakes, however, as evidenced by 
the eventual game-winning goal by Jack Roslovic who split 
Ryan Dzingel and Brett Pesce and skated in alone on Alex 
Nedeljkovic. 

May I have another? 

Trocheck wasn’t the only Hurricanes forward to miss the 
game against the Blue Jackets on Monday. Martin Necas 
missed his second straight game after leaving with what 
appeared to be a concussion in a loss to the Blackhawks last 
week. Necas also practiced on Wednesday, though he was 
in a yellow, non-contact, jersey and is questionable for the 
game. While just 1 goal and 4 assists in 8 games doesn’t 
sound like a lot, the marker was the OT winner against the 

Lightning. In addition, his +6 rating is tied for the best among 
forwards with Nino Niederreiter. 

Even if Necas doesn’t play in the opener, that he traveled to 
Dallas means they expect him at least by Saturday. And that 
will create a decision for Brind’Amour. Keep Morgan Geekie 
in the line up and slide Jordan Martinook to the wing where 
he can have a greater impact. Or put Martinook at center on 
a 4th line with (probably) Ryan Dzingel and Jesper Fast. 

Worth noting… 

Dallas still has one of the best power plays in the sport. 
When they entered PNC Arena a couple of weekends back, 
they were scoring at better than a 52% clip with the extra 
man. Somehow, the fact that the Canes took 11 penalties in 
the two games didn’t hurt them. The Stars did score on one, 
but it was after the Hurricanes had a 4-0 lead and it ended 
up the only tally for the visitors that night. Dallas is currently 
at 35% on their power play, good for 5th in the NHL. 

Carolina’s penalty kill, which took a ride on the struggle bus 
in Chicago, is 14th in the league at 80.6% What’s worse is 
that, even though they only took one penalty on Monday 
night in Columbus, in half of their ten games so far the 
Canes have taken at least five penalties. 

On the other side, the Hurricanes have had some difficulty 
matching man advantage goals. They’re just 1 for their last 
11 at 5-on-4, dropping to 12th in the league at 23.5%. Dallas 
is excellent on the penalty kill, allowing just 4 goals in 27 
tries. 

Streaking… 

Brock McGinn has goals in three straight games, tying a 
career high he set back in 2017. He also has 4 goals in his 
last five games. Jordan Martinook and Warren Foegele each 
have points in two straight. Teuvo Teravainen is streaking 
the other way, having now gone 6 games without a point. In 
fact, his two assists on the year each came in the opener in 
Detroit exactly four weeks ago. 

The Look…(taking a stab at the line up) 

McGinn-Aho-Teravainen 

Svechnikov-Staal-Foegele 

Niederreiter-Trocheck-Martinook 

Dzingel-Geekie-Fast 

Slavin-Pesce 

Skjei-Hamilton 

Gardiner-Fleury 

Reimer 

Nedeljkovic 
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Game time is 8:00 at American Airlines Center in Dallas. Air 
time on 99.9 the Fan starts with Storm Watch starring Alec 
Campbell at 7:30. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy have the 
call of the action. Following the game, Alec will have the 

Aftermath and don’t forget to subscribe to the Aluminum 
Company of North Carolina Canes Corner podcast which 
drops the morning after every Hurricanes game.

 

 

Trocheck, Necas Back at Practice 

Trocheck 'hopeful' for Thursday in Dallas 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes received a "good sign" on the injury 
front on Wednesday, head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas returned to practice on 
Wednesday, and both will travel with the team to Dallas. 

Trocheck was sidelined with a lower-body injury for the 
second half of the back-to-back in Columbus, and the Canes 
are "hopeful" to get Trocheck back in the lineup for 

Thursday. Trocheck skated on a line with Nino Niederreiter 
and Jordan Martinook in Wednesday's practice. 

Necas has missed the last two games with an upper-body 
injury he sustained in Chicago on Feb. 4. Necas skated in a 
yellow, no-contact sweater in Wednesday's practice. 

"Necas might be another day, but at least we're getting 
closer with both of those guys," Brind'Amour said. 

A series of six straight on the road for the Canes ends with a 
two-game set in Dallas on Thursday and Saturday.

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Stars 

Canes close out road swing in Dallas 

By Michael Smith 

DALLAS - The Carolina Hurricanes wrap up a string of six 
straight games on the road with a two-game set against the 
Dallas Stars. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (7-3-0, 14 points) at Dallas Stars (5-2-3, 
13 points) 

Thursday, Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Tracking the Storylines 

Trocheck, Necas Make the Trip: Good news on the injury 
front for the Canes, who could have both Vincent Trocheck 
and Martin Necas back in the lineup in Dallas. Trocheck is 
"hopeful" for Thursday, according to head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour, while Necas, who practiced in a no-contact 
sweater on Wednesday, is more likely for the weekend. 
Trocheck missed Monday's game in Columbus with a lower-
body concern - and the Canes had to skirt the cap by 
dressing only 11 forwards and six defensemen - while Necas 
has been out for the team's last two games with an upper-
body injury he suffered in Chicago on Feb. 4. 

Winner Ginner, Chicken Dinner: Brock McGinn has tallied a 
goal in three straight games, matching a career-long streak 

set twice before. With Necas out of the lineup, McGinn has 
seen his role elevated, as he's skated on the top line 
alongisde Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. 

"He plays hard every night. He's very consistent in that. He's 
getting some bounces that he doesn't normally get," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said on Monday. "We're playing him 
with more opportunity in a different role right now. He's been 
really good." 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 1-1-3, 5 points 
At home: 4-0-2, 10 points 
CAR vs. DAL: 2-0-0 
Leading scorer: Joe Pavelski, 15 points (7g, 8a) in 10 games 

The Stars are in the midst of a season-long, eight-game 
homestand, a stretch that began earlier this week with two 
straight 2-1 overtime losses to the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Dallas still hasn't lost in regulation in six games this season 
at home, where they've hosted limited capacity crowds of 
around 25 percent. 

The Last Meeting 

The Canes closed out the month of January with back-to-
back wins over the Stars in Raleigh. After handing the Stars 
their first loss of the season in a 4-1 final on Saturday, Jan. 
30, the Canes followed it up with a 4-3 shootout victory the 
next night, and they did so with a depleted lineup. 

"We're very happy, not content, but very happy with the way 
we're playing. It's our identity we've wanted to build here for 
the last few years, and it shows. We didn't change our game 
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with the guys out or in," said Jordan Staal, who recorded 
three points (1g, 2a) in the weekend series. "The boys, all 
throughout the lineup, did a great job of playing our game, 

being relentless, being hard on pucks and just finding ways 
to win games."

 

 

Super 16: Blackhawks make first appearance in power rankings 

Bruins, Maple Leafs move up; Stars fall six spots 

By Dan Rosen 

The red-hot Tampa Bay Lightning claimed the top spot in the 
NHL.com Super 16 power rankings for the second straight 
week and the third time in the first four weeks of the season. 

The Lightning have won six straight games, the longest 
active winning streak in the NHL, and were ranked first by 12 
of the 14 participating staff members. 

The Boston Bruins moved up three spots to No. 2 and the 
Toronto Maple Leafs climbed four spots to No. 4. The Vegas 
Golden Knights stayed between them at No. 3. 

The Montreal Canadiens dropped three spots to No. 5, the 
Washington Capitals moved down four to No. 8, and the 
Dallas Stars fell six spots to No. 12. 

The Chicago Blackhawks (No. 15) are ranked for the first 
time this season, and the Columbus Blue Jackets (No. 16) 
are in for the first time since being ranked there in the 
preseason Super 16 of Jan. 12. 

To create the Super 16, each of the 14 participating staff 
members put together his or her version of what they think it 
should look like. Those were submitted and a point total 
assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third got 14, and so on down to No. 16, who got one 
point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (9-1-1) 
Total points: 221 
Last week: No. 1 

The Lightning have outscored opponents 27-9 during the 
winning streak (4.50 goals per game, 1.50 goals against per 
game). Their power play is scoring at 26.9 percent (7-for-26) 
and their penalty kill is successful at 86.4 percent (19-for-22) 
during the streak. 

2. Boston Bruins (9-1-2) 
Total points: 198 
Last week: No. 5 

The Bruins have arguably the best combination of special 
teams this season: They are sixth on the power play (31.6 

percent) and second on the penalty kill (88.4 percent). 
Boston allowed a power-play goal in four of its 12 games and 
scored at least one in seven. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (8-1-1) 
Total points: 190 
Last week: No. 3 

Marc-Andre Fleury is 5-0-0 with a 1.80 goals-against 
average, .920 save percentage and one shutout. He's the 
only goalie in the NHL with at least five starts and zero 
losses. The Golden Knights are 7-0-1 at home. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (11-2-1) 
Total points: 180 
Last week: No. 8 

Auston Matthews leads the NHL with 11 goals; he had an 
eight-game goal streak end in a 4-2 win against the 
Canadiens on Wednesday. Toronto had a streak of seven 
games scoring at least one power-play goal end in a 3-1 win 
against the Vancouver Canucks on Monday. They were 9-
for-23 (39.1 percent) during the streak. 

5. Montreal Canadiens (8-3-2) 
Total points: 173 
Last week: No. 2 

Jake Allen is 4-1-0 with a 1.81 GAA and .940 save 
percentage in five starts backing up Carey Price. Montreal 
leads the NHL with 36 goals in the first two periods: 17 in the 
first and 20 in the second. 

6. Colorado Avalanche (7-3-1) 
Total points: 151 
Last week: No. 7 

The Avalanche haven't played since Feb. 2, with five games 
postponed due to NHL COVID-19 protocol. They are 
scheduled to play at the Golden Knights on Sunday. 

7. Philadelphia Flyers (8-3-2) 
Total points: 119 
Last week: No. 10 

James van Riemsdyk has a seven-game point streak (four 
goals, nine assists) and 18 points (seven goals, 11 assists) 
in 13 games this season. It took the forward 35 games to 
score 18 points last season, when he finished with 40 points 
(19 goals, 21 assists) in 66 games. 
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8. Washington Capitals (6-3-3) 
Total points: 115 
Last week: No. 4 

The Capitals have lost three straight games after starting the 
season with a nine-game point streak (6-0-3). They are 11-
for-11 on the penalty kill in the losing streak, and had a 
multiple-goal lead in the first period in two of the three 
games. 

9. Florida Panthers (7-1-2) 
Total points: 107 
Last week: No. 12 

Jonathan Huberdeau needs one assist to become the first 
player with 300 for the Panthers. The forward has 10 this 
season after getting two in a 2-1 win against the Detroit Red 
Wings on Tuesday. Huberdeau leads Florida with 14 points. 

10. St. Louis Blues (7-4-2) 
Total points: 96 
Last week: No. 9 

The Blues are four games into a stretch of seven 
consecutive against the Arizona Coyotes because of 
postponements of four other games and the rescheduling of 
one. St. Louis has lost the past three against Arizona after 
winning 4-3 on Feb. 2;. all four games were at home. The 
stretch resumes Friday with the first of three games in four 
days at Arizona. 

11. Carolina Hurricanes (7-3-0) 
Total points: 95 
Last week: No. 11 

Jordan Staal has scored nine points (two goals, seven 
assists) in his past seven games and the center needs two to 
reach 300 with the Hurricanes. Goalie James Reimer has 
allowed five goals in each of his past two starts, and Carolina 
has allowed at least three goals in five straight games. 

12. Dallas Stars (5-2-3) 
Total points: 89 
Last week: No. 6 

The Stars have one win in their past six games (1-2-3) after 
starting the season with a four-game winning streak. Anton 
Khudobin is 0-2-1 and has allowed 11 goals on 81 shots for 
a 4.31 GAA and .864 save percentage in his past three 
starts. Jake Oettinger started three of the past four games 
and was 1-0-2 with a 2.27 GAA and .922 save percentage 
(seven goals against on 90 shots). 

13. Winnipeg Jets (7-4-1) 
Total points: 68 
Last week: No. 13 

The Jets had a streak of 14 straight successful penalty kills 
end in a 3-2 loss to the Calgary Flames on Tuesday, when 
center Pierre-Luc Dubois made his debut. Nikolaj Ehlers 
scored both goals in the loss, giving him a Jets-high eight 
this season. 

14. New York Islanders (5-4-2) 
Total points: 24 
Last week: NR 

The Islanders have won two games in a row and have a four-
game point streak (2-0-2) since losing three in a row from 
Jan. 24-28. They have been on the penalty kill three or fewer 
times in nine of their 11 games, including two or fewer in five. 

15. Chicago Blackhawks (6-4-4) 
Total points: 21 
Last week: NR 

The Blackhawks have won three games in a row, have a 
point in five straight (4-0-1), and are 6-1-4 since starting the 
season with three straight losses. Chicago has killed 13 
consecutive penalties, 21 of 22 (95.5 percent) in eight games 
since Jan. 26, and has scored at least one power-play goal 
in 12 of its 14 games (35.6 percent). 

16. Columbus Blue Jackets (6-5-3) 
Total points: 13 
Last week: NR 

The Blue Jackets are 5-1-3 in one-goal games but 1-3-0 in 
games decided by at least two goals. The one-goal games 
have a lot to do with their wild swings in the first two periods. 
They have outscored opponents 16-8 in the first period but 
have been outscored 19-7 in the second period. They're 
even at 15-15 in the third period but have lost two games in 
overtime. Jack Roslovic has scored seven points (two goals, 
five assists) in seven games since arriving in the Dubois 
trade with Winnipeg. 

Others receiving points: Arizona Coyotes 10, Pittsburgh 
Penguins 9, Edmonton Oilers 9, Calgary Flames 7, 
Minnesota Wild 6, New Jersey Devils 3 

Dropped out: Penguins (No. 14), Wild (No. 15), Flames (No. 
16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Calgary Flames 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Boston Bruins; 4. 
Colorado Avalanche; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. Montreal 
Canadiens; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Carolina Hurricanes; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Chicago 
Blackhawks 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 9. Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Dallas 
Stars; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Arizona Coyotes; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
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1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Montreal Canadiens; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. New York Islanders; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. St. Louis Blues; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Montreal Canadiens; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Winnipeg 
Jets; 11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Chicago Blackhawks 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Montreal 
Canadiens; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 
8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Florida 
Panthers; 11. Carolina Hurricanes; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. 
Winnipeg Jets; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Chicago 
Blackhawks; 16. New Jersey Devils 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6. 
St. Louis Blues; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Florida 
Panthers; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Columbus Blue 
Jackets; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Montreal 
Canadiens; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Philadelphia Flyers; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. 

Chicago Blackhawks; 12. Columbus Blue Jackets; 13. 
Winnipeg Jets; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 16. Dallas Stars 

BILL PRICE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Montreal Canadiens; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Carolina Hurricanes; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Montreal 
Canadiens; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Florida 
Panthers; 11. Dallas Stars; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 14. Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. Arizona 
Coyotes; 16. Chicago Blackhawks 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Montreal 
Canadiens; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 11. Dallas Stars; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Arizona Coyotes; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Chicago Blackhawks 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Montreal Canadiens; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 
6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Carolina Hurricanes; 14. 
Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. Arizona Coyotes; 16. Chicago 
Blackhawks 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Montreal Canadiens; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Calgary 
Flames

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 11, 2021 

 

 

Stars face the Hurricanes on 3-game losing streak 

Carolina Hurricanes (7-3-0, fifth in the Central Division) vs. 
Dallas Stars (5-2-3, sixth in the Central Division) 

Dallas; Thursday, 8:30 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Dallas aims to stop its three-game slide with 
a victory over Carolina. 

Dallas finished 12-9-3 in division action and 19-12-3 at home 
a season ago. The Stars scored 178 total goals last season, 
42 on power plays and five shorthanded. 

Carolina went 38-25-5 overall and 8-12-1 in division games 
during the 2019-20 season. The Hurricanes scored 217 total 
goals last season while collecting 380 assists. 

In their last meeting on Jan. 31, Carolina won 4-3. Jordan 
Staal recorded a team-high 2 points for the Hurricanes. 

INJURIES: Stars: Alexander Radulov: day to day (lower 
body), Andrej Sekera: out (covid-19 protocol). 

Hurricanes: Martin Necas: day to day (upper body), Petr 
Mrazek: out (thumb), Vincent Trocheck: day to day (lower 
body).

 

 

Central Division Weekly Roundup: Florida Teams Rise to the Top 

Between the Lightning and Panthers, the state of Florida 
have only lost two games in regulation. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning: 19 Points (9-1-1) 

The Lightning’s most recent loss was against the Hurricanes 
on Jan. 28 and they have now rattled off six straight wins and 
made it look easy. However, all six of those games have 
come against the bottom two teams in the division. In three 
games against teams with a winning record they are just 1-1-
1. However, against the bad teams, they haven’t even been 
close. Eight of the Lightning’s nine wins have been by two or 
more goals. They can more than afford to drop some of the 
tougher games when they are getting the job done against 
the bottom of the division. 

The Lightning are led by Steven Stamkos who is clearly at 
full strength for the first time in a couple of years. It just 
reminds you how much of our memory is short-term when 
thinking about players. They are without Nikita Kucherov, 
who has been out all year with an injury, but it's no problem 
when Stamkos is putting up six goals and seven assists in 
just 11 games. While it's bad timing for the Canes for 
Stamkos to be back to full power, on the human side, it is 
great to see his career get back on track. 

2. Florida Panthers: 16 Points (7-1-2) 

The Panthers finally got a great performance from Sergei 
Bobrovsky, who had a 31-save performance last night. 
Bobrovsky’s 4-0-1 record is the second-longest point streak 

to start a season since John Vanbiesbrouck started 6-0-3 in 
the 1996-1997 season. Bob had a tough start to the season 
with a sub .900 save percentage but since the start of 
February, the Panthers have been almost impossible to 
score against. Both goalies have started two games with 
Chris Driedger posting a .933 sv% and Bobrovsky a .939 
sv%.  

On the offensive side, it is insane that Alexander Barkov 
keeps flying under the radar. Every season it seems like he 
earns someone a huge paycheck. This offseason, Evgenii 
Dadonov signed a three-year, $15 million contract after 
scoring 53 goals over the last two seasons on the top line of 
the Panthers. The next candidate for this Barkov induced 
contract is Carter Verhaeghe, who has six goals and nine 
points in his first nine games on the top line. He had nine 
goals and 13 points in the entirety of last season. Safe to say 
he will be in line for a raise after next season.  

3. Chicago Blackhawks: 16 Points (6-4-4) 

When the Canes lost to the Blackhawks, on paper, it was 
frustrating. On paper, the Blackhawks look terrible and are 
expected to be at the bottom of the division, but seeing them 
in action they looked impressive. They forced the Canes to 
play their game and settle for dump ins rather than controlled 
zone entries.  

There were two main standouts on the team. First, Pius 
Suter looked really good and did record a power-play goal 
against the Canes. Last night he also scored the game-
winning goal in overtime against the Dallas Stars. The 
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Blackhawks’ rookie goaltender, Kevin Lankinen, has also 
been great all season. He has a .933 sv% in nine games 
started and ranks sixth in the league of goalies who have 
started four or more games. They have to be extremely 
happy that Lankinen has really taken this opportunity and 
thrived.  

4. Columbus Blue Jackets: 15 Points (6-5-3) 

Everything around the Blue Jackets has been a whirlwind 
over the past three days. The new acquisition of Patrik Laine 
has already produced three goals in his last four games for 
the Blue Jackets, but he was benched with 6:19 left in the 
second period in the Blue Jackets win on Monday. This was 
with the Jackets tied for most of a game in which they could 
have relly used a win (they got it anyway).  

Yesterday, Mikko Koivu announced his retirement from the 
NHL. This comes after the center signed with the Blue 
Jackets this offseason. This happened just after the Athletic’s 
Aaron Portzline suggested on the radio that coach John 
Tortorella may be the one that wants out of Columbus. To 
rub salt in the wounds, the addition of Max Domi this 
offseason looks rough right now as he has struggled, and 
Josh Anderson has eight goals for the Montreal Canadiens.  

5. Carolina Hurricanes: 14 Points (7-3-0) 

The Carolina Hurricanes were in a unique situation on 
Monday with a late scratch to Vincent Trocheck, they had to 
play down a man for an entire game. Trocheck was sorely 
missed in the game. While the Canes were able to score a 
couple of goals, they just didn't have a dangerous lineup 
from top to bottom.  

You also can’t mention Monday’s game without the play of 
Alex Nedeljkovic. Ned had his first start of the season and 
will likely see more play this season with the injury to Petr 
Mrazek. The Canes have to keep James Reimer healthy and 
rested and Ned is key in that plan. Ned only let up two goals 
in the normal course of play (along with a penalty shot), 
which included a bizarre bounce that he almost recovered to 
snag. His angles were sharp and he will settle in better with 
more game time. 

6. Dallas Stars: 13 Points (5-2-3) 

The Dallas Stars started off red hot with a four-game win 
streak, but their season has gone off the rails as of late. In 
February, they have just a 1-1-2 record which has seen them 
fall from tied from first place in the division to sixth. Their 
underlying PDO would say that the Stars of February are the 
real Stars. With this being the case, the Stars will have to 

find a way to win these one-goal games that they have been 
on the wrong side of this month. 

The Stars were without their starting goalie, Anton Khudobin, 
on Sunday. Khudobin was suspended for a game by the 
team for being late to a practice. There is no bad blood 
between the staff and the goalie as he stated “I talked to the 
coaches. All fine, all settled, so I’m back to normal.” The 
Stars lost the game without Khudobin in overtime. Jake 
Oettinger started in his place and played well, making 33 
saves on 35 shots.  

7. Nashville Predators: 10 Points (5-8-0) 

The Nashville Predators are struggling to get consistency in 
net. To start the season, Juuse Saros started five of the 
Predators’ first eight games but has been on the bench since 
a 5-2 loss against the Lighting last Monday. Now the Preds 
have turned to Pekka Rinne, who was certainly looked to be 
the backup playing out the last year of his contract. Since the 
start of February, he has seen his play improve from his 
season-long .893 sv% to a .951 sv% this month. 

The issue for the Preds moving forward is they aren’t going 
to be able to make any big roster tweaks to fix any issues in 
their roster. They have an aging core with Mikael Granlund 
and Erik Haula as UFAs in a season where no one wants to 
take salary. So that makes it harder for them to find younger 
pieces to mix in.  

8. Detroit Red Wings: 8 Points (3-9-2) 

The Red Wings are in a season that only mostly bad things 
can happen, just think Buffalo the last few seasons. They 
have no chance to make the playoffs, but also have to try to 
keep a mostly young core of players motivated and hungry 
for future seasons. If they fail to keep the players motivated, 
they can end up with a complacent culture that’s more than 
happy with losing games.  

Last week, the Red Wings were able to snap their eight-
game winless streak with a 4-1 win against the Florida 
Panthers and also handed Florida its first regulation loss. 
However, there was a notable absence in that game, 
Anthony Mantha. Mantha was healthy scratched by head 
coach Jeff Blashill. The Red Wings don’t have much 
firepower and Mantha is the second-highest scorer on the 
team. Before getting scratched, he had four points in his last 
five games and had a three-game goal streak that came to 
an end against Tampa Bay before getting benched. With so 
many struggles on the ice it seems like a weird decision to 
bench the 26-year-old without a public explanation.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Hamilton speak after practice 

Ahead of a two-game stint in Dallas, Canes’ head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, forward Jordan Martinook and defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton spoke via Zoom after practice in Raleigh.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes were back in Raleigh briefly 
Wednesday morning for practice at the Wake Competition 
Center, before heading back on the road for a meeting with 
the Dallas Stars Thursday night.  

After getting a much-needed off day Tuesday, the Canes 
practiced Wednesday ahead of a two-game stint with the 
Stars, the final two games of a six-game road trip. Martin 
Necas and Vincent Trocheck, who have both been sidelined 
with injuries, were on the ice Wednesday. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour, forward Jordan Martinook and 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton spoke with members of the 
media via Zoom Wednesday following practice. Here is 
everything that they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the availability of Martin Necas and Vincent Trocheck: 
That was a good sign. I’m hopeful for Trocheck for sure. 
[Necas] might be another day. At least we are getting closer 
with both of those guys.  

On the importance of a day off Tuesday: This mental break is 
what we need. Physically, it’s tough with all the games. But 
just the grind here. Just even getting home, getting guys to 
see their families for a couple days. The schedule is weird. I 
don’t know how many games we’ve played now, but it feels 
like we’ve been on the road for all of them. I know we had a 
little stretch there at home. I think just getting off the road 
was nice, and hopefully we can get a little refreshed.  

On how needed having a two-day break in between games 
was: You need it. This year we’re going to need a lot of it. 
Any time we can get a chance to take a breather, we need to 
do it. I think it’s more mentally. We ask a lot to get ready and 
focus and play, play, play. You need to be able to just forget 
about it for a day. That’s what we did yesterday.  

On being involved in teaching and coaching faceoffs and 
how his success of winning faceoffs in his career helps that: 
Well, that’s something that when I was not the head coach I 
obviously focused on a lot. It’s important. I’m still involved in 
that, for sure. It’s something that I obviously have a pretty 
good knack for, so it makes sense for me to stay involved. 
So, that’s why I still stay involved in that. The other guys 
could do it. But if that’s something that is one of my 
specialities, I’m definitely going to stay involved in that.  

On if faceoffs are more important for possession than other 
situations like a missed pass or dump: Not really necessarily, 
but it’s funny. We were one of the best faceoff teams for a 
long time, five or six years ago, and we weren’t a very good 
team. It’s kind of strange how that works. But to your point, if 
you really knuckle it down to special teams and areas like 
that. If you can win a faceoff on a power play for example, 
every power play starts with a faceoff.  

If you can be proficient there, you’re getting an extra chance. 
Over 80 games, that has to pay out somewhere. Same thing 
on the penalty kill. If you can win one and knock it down, 
that’s 20 seconds. Over 80 games, that has to add up 
somewhere. It may not show up in that game, but I think over 
the long haul it shows up.  

On if Carolina will be shorthanded again if Necas or 
Trocheck can’t go: Not to my knowledge. I think we’re good 
now to be able to play a full group.  

On longtime Flyer Ron Hextall becoming Pittsburgh’s GM: 
That’s funny you say that. I actually texted him yesterday. It’s 
exactly what I texted him. I said ‘I’m going to have a hard 
time seeing you wearing a Pittsburgh emblem.’ I think in the 
management it’s a little different, maybe. A job is a job. 
You’ve got to do it. If he was in a jersey or something, it 
would take awhile to get used to. I think he’s been around 
now for so long that I don’t think it’s that big of a deal 
anymore.  

Jordan Martinook 

On how the team has adjusted to the rhythm of the season 
and on getting two days here without a game: I think just 
from a rest aspect, that’s probably the main thing you take 
from it. Just playing every other day it seems like, it definitely 
wears on you. Getting that extra day, even though we 
practiced, getting the extra day gives you a little recharge. 

It’s definitely nice. I think if you ask any guy in our room, 
especially after a loss like we had, you want to get back out 
there and play as quick as you can. It’s definitely nice to 
have the days, but we want to get back out there and get 
back on the winning side of it.  

On Brock McGinn’s success: Brock’s probably one of my 
better friends on the team. I’m super happy for him to have 
the start that he’s had. We were joking, I don’t know if it was 
on the way home from Columbus or something, that he was 
going to do something, and I was like ‘I don’t think you 
should be changing anything. You’re feeling it right now. 
You’ve got to ride this wave as long as you can.’ It’s great to 
see Brock having a great start. Obviously it’s helped us. He 
needs to hopefully keep him going, and we need to support 
him a little bit.  

On if the second game against the same team is harder than 
the first: No, I don’t think it is. It’s probably easier to play a 
back-to-back against the same team because you know their 
tendencies. If you’re playing a back-to-back against two 
different teams like usual, you’ve definitely got to wrap your 
head around a totally different system than you are usually 
playing against. 

If you’re playing against the same team, you can almost turn 
your brain off the next morning, I guess, instead of having to 
watch video on another team. You kind of know what they 
are all about. You can just kind of prepare for it. I think it is 
almost kind of easier.  

On if there’s a reason the better teams are even more 
dominant so far this season: Yeah, I don’t know. I feel like all 
the games have been pretty close. Even watching other 
divisions, the games are tight. I think everybody’s mindset to 
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start the year was to get as many points as possible and try 
to get wins. I think that definitely puts an emphasis on each 
game.  

You’re trying extra hard to get points on the board because 
there are things that can happen. You could have guys go 
out with COVID or injuries. It’s so short that if a guy gets hurt 
he could miss eight or 10 games in two weeks. If you’re 
healthy and you feel like your team is playing well, then 
you’ve just got to ride it as long as you can.  

On playing wing instead of center and getting in on the 
forecheck more: Yeah. I’ve said it every time I get this 
question, I say the same thing. If you’re a center, you’ve just 
got to be a little more responsible and play, not more 
defensively, but you’ve just got to be a little more aware. I 
feel like the center is the guy on the line that kind of needs to 
read everything. As a winger you can kind of go and do your 
thing. You can be first on the forecheck and not really worry 
too much.  

I feel as a center, I want to be good defensively. I always feel 
like I want to be the first guy back, so it’s a little tougher to 
get in on the forecheck. I think my game when I play center, 
especially this year, I’m feeling pretty confident with it. But 
obviously with the wing I know I can just kind of straight line, 
head down and go in and do my thing.  

On if it’s more fun for him to play wing: I think you’re trapping 
me right now. Honestly, I could play defense, well maybe not 
goalie, but as long as I’m playing, I’m having fun. On the 
wing I get to, I guess, wind it up a little more. I feel like I can 
play physically and get in, and it’s fun. I don’t want to get 
trapped by you here if [Brind’Amour] watches this and goes 
‘oh, you don’t want to play center.’ 

Dougie Hamilton 

On having Tuesday off and on how he got away from the 
game a bit: It was alright. We’ve been playing lots of hockey 
lately. It’s definitely been a weird stretch with playing on the 

road and coming home for a day and then going back on the 
road. It’s just kind of nice to be home in your own bed for a 
little bit. Just hanging out, and back in practice today.  

On if he was surprised with the penalty shot being called 
Tuesday night: I wasn’t sure. I’m not going to question the 
refs. I don’t know what the rules are. I don’t know if they’ve 
changed it. It was a fast play. I saw what was happening, 
and I was ready to chase as fast as I could to try to get back 
and see what would happen. He stumbled a bit. That’s their 
call with the read. I didn’t really look too much into it. It’s just 
unfortunate obviously that he scored, and we couldn’t score 
on our power play.  

On if it stings more to have days off after a tough loss or on if 
it’s important to have them to reset things physically and 
mentally: It’s always like that. When you’re not playing great 
or losing, you want to go out the next day and play better and 
have a better taste in your mouth. But I think we’ve got a lot 
of hockey, so it’s good to have a day to reset. We’re going to 
be hungry to getting back to playing our game tomorrow.  

On if he’s surprised with how well the team has played 
through the injuries and COVID pause: If you look at our 
record and everything, it’s pretty good. Obviously we know 
we can be better, so we definitely have to try to keep getting 
better. But we’ve got a pretty good record, I would say, so we 
have to remember that and remember to try to keep building 
on it.  

On if the COVID fatigue the whole world is dealing with is the 
same for professional athletes: I would say it’s the same, 
except that we’re lucky enough that we get to work, travel, 
come to the rink and hang out with each other. I know it’s 
extremely hard for a lot of people, people that have to be at 
home working from home and not seeing people and all that 
stuff. It’s definitely very hard on mental health for everybody. 
Like I said, we’re very fortunate to be playing right now, 
travelling and all that stuff. It’s nice to be able to do that, so 
we’re definitely lucky.

 

Ten observations through the Hurricanes’ first 10 games 

A look at what’s gone well, and what’s gone wrong for the 
Hurricanes so far.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes are officially 10 games through this 56-game 
sprint. The start hasn’t been too shabby either, with a 7-3-0 
record and 14 points. It’s been a roller coaster, however, with 
a 10-day pause due to COVID issues, inspiring 
performances, sloppy nights and more.  

With all that in mind, let’s take a look at what’s gone into the 
first slightly less than a fifth of the Hurricanes’ schedule, with 
10 observations on the team through 10 games. 

1. A season of attrition - Coming in, teams knew that, with a 
56-game, condensed schedule leading to a greater likelihood 
for injuries and the omnipresence of COVID-19, they’d have 
to battle adversity with a “next man up” mentality.  

The Hurricanes have already seen their fair share of 
adversity, with the aforementioned pause and Jordan Staal, 

Jordan Martinook, Warren Foegele, Jaccob Slavin, Jesper 
Fast and Teuvo Teravainen all missing time on the COVID 
list and the team having to play games without them. All 
have since returned, but it has understandably taken some, 
such as Slavin and Teravainen, both of which play important 
roles for the Hurricanes with big minutes, longer to get back 
to full speed than others.  

The Hurricanes have also seen injuries, with Petr Mrazek out 
an undetermined length of time due to surgery to a broken 
thumb, an upper body injury to Martin Necas after a scary 
play last week and Vincent Trocheck being forced to miss 
Monday’s game due to a lower-body injury.  

The good news for the Canes is they’ve had players step up 
to fill those voids, going 3-0-0 with five of the six players who 
spent time on the COVID list out of the lineup. There’s also 
good news on the injury front, with Rod Brind’Amour saying 
there’s hope neither Necas or Trocheck will be out too long.  

2. Oh captain my captain - The Canes played two games 
without Staal before their pause, as he was the first player on 
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the COVID list. His absence was felt, particularly in the 
faceoff circle.  

Since returning, Staal has been his usual self, winning most 
of his faceoffs (his 60.34 win percentage ranks fourth in the 
NHL), logging big minutes on the penalty kill and shutting 
down the opposition’s top players.  

However, in addition to all of that, Staal has also been 
playing some of his best offensive hockey as a Hurricane of 
late. Since returning from the COVID list, Staal has two goals 
and eight points through seven games. He’s tied for the team 
with seven assists, several of which have been of the 
highlight reel variety. 

If the Hurricanes can keep getting this kind of playmaking 
from Staal in addition to everything else he brings, they’ll be 
very difficult to match up with at center. Speaking of centers: 

3. Vincent Trocheck stepping up - When the Hurricanes 
acquired Vincent Trocheck at last year’s trade deadline, the 
hope was that they’d be adding a top-six center who could 
make their forward group that much more dangerous.  

Mission accomplished on that front. Trocheck has six goals 
and nine points in nine games, and has seemed to have a 
knack for scoring big goals in big moments when the team 
needs him to.  

He’s also played on both the power play and penalty kill, 
been strong in the faceoff circle and all in all looked like he’s 
bounced back to his form from a couple seasons ago in 
Florida. 

Trocheck did miss Monday’s game, but it sounded like there 
was hope for him to be back sooner than later. If he can 
keep playing the way he has, the Hurricanes present a real 
matchup headache down the middle with Sebastian Aho, 
Trocheck and Staal as a 1-2-3 punch.  

4. Nino bounces back - In order to ice two dangerous scoring 
lines, the Canes also knew they needed a bounce back 
season from one of Nino Niederreiter or Ryan Dzingel in a 
top-six role. So far so good for Niedrreiter, who’s scored five 
goals and looked comfortable and confident playing mostly 
with either Aho and Teravainen or Trocheck and Necas.  

When everyone gets healthy and up to speed, Niederreiter 
keeping up his strong start and level of play gives the 
Hurricanes plenty of scoring options up top.  

5. Svechnikov dominant - Andrei Svechnikov seems to have 
taken yet another step forward in year three so far. The 2018 
No. 2 pick leads the team with six goals and 10 points, and is 
seemingly a threat to make something happen every time the 
puck is on his stick.  

We’re watching Svechnikov blossom into a true superstar 
before our very eyes here, which is something that should 
excite anyone affiliated with the Hurricanes both for this 
season and beyond.  

6. Necas takes another step - One of the worst parts of 
Necas’ scary injury, in which his head hit the ice on an 
unfortunate play off a clean, legal hit from former Hurricanes 
Calvin de Haan, aside from the obvious concerns, was how 
well he’d been playing.  

Necas started the season with a goal (an overtime winner, 
no less) and five points in eight games, and seemed to be 
gaining comfort and confidence in using his world-class 
speed and skill to make plays. Fortunately, Brind’Amour said 
Saturday that while Necas would be out a little while, the 
team was hopeful it wouldn’t be too long.  

7. Goaltending a question mark - A couple weeks ago, 
before Mrazek’s injury, I never would have expected this to 
be a takeaway. The Czech netminder, in an admittedly small 
sample size, was playing some of his best hockey in a 
Hurricanes uniform, with a 2-1-0 record, two shutouts, .955 
save percentage and .99 goals-against average in three 
starts.  

Unfortunately, the Hurricanes have been without Mrazek for 
the past for the past five games, and will be for an 
undetermined longer period due to his thumb injury. There 
could be hope on that front. The Canes played with just 19 
skaters with Trocheck out Monday because they didn’t have 
the cap space to recall a player without placing someone on 
long-term injured reserve. 

Cory Lavalette of the North State Journal pointed out that 
placing Mrazek on LTIR would force him to be out until at 
least Feb. 24, so that could indicate the team has hope he 
could return by then.  

Regardless, the Canes will need to continue to see James 
Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic carry the load until at least 
then, and possibly longer.  

Reimer’s body of work in Carolina both last season and to 
start this season has been good, but he’s looked shaky in his 
last couple outings, which is something to monitor as he 
takes on a larger work load.  

Nedeljkovic was fine Monday in his first start in a year, as 
none of Columbus’ three goals could be pinned on him, but 
the team likely still doesn’t have a read on his abilities going 
forward. They’ll need some quality starts from him to spell 
Reimer, and how the tandem carries the load until Mrazek 
can get back could be a big determining factor of this 
season.  

8. Brett Pesce returns strong - The Canes welcomed back 
another player for the first time in almost a year to start this 
season, as Pesce returned to the ice for the first time since 
suffering a shoulder injury in “The David Ayres Game” last 
February.  

He’s been his usual, solid, steady, dependable self in the 
defensive zone, and continued to flash his underrated 
offensive ability, jumping into the play and chipping in a goal 
and five points.  

Pesce’s arguably been the team’s most consistent 
defenseman, and has been its best shutdown blueliner with 
Slavin missing time and still getting his legs under him, which 
is all the more impressive given the injury/layoff he’s coming 
back from.  

9. Special teams a mixed bag - On the season, the 
Hurricanes’ power-play percentage of 21.7 is ranked 15th in 
the league, and the penalty kill (82%) is also ranked 15th.  
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Those numbers don’t tell the full story, however. The Canes’ 
special teams have had stellar outings and won them games, 
such as in the three-game stretch against Tampa Bay and 
Dallas minus five key players. They’ve also lost them games, 
such as last Thursday’s barn burner in Chicago.  

In fact, the Canes’ penalty kill is 3 for 7 in two games against 
the Blackhawks, and 26 for 29 against every other team (that 
would rank third in the league). A little bit more consistency 
from those units would benefit the Canes going forward, as 
with five-on-five scoring so difficult to come by these days, 
the special teams battle is so often the difference.  

10. Rolling with the punches - We’ll circle back to the first 
thought with the final one. The Canes have seen games 
postponed and the schedule altered due to COVID issues, 
key players in and out of the lineup due to injuries and bouts 
with the virus, and even played a full game with 19 skaters.  

Despite all that, they’re off to a 7-3-0 start that has been fairly 
impressive, all things considered, including players from the 
team’s taxi squad, such as rookie forward Steven Lorentz, 
stepping up to fill the void when regulars missed time. This 
season is largely going to be about which teams are the best 
at overcoming adversity, and the Canes have passed that 
test with flying colors so far. 

 

Carolina Hurricanes at Dallas Stars: Game Preview 

Both teams are coming off disappointing losses. Who comes 
away with two points?  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (7-3-0) at Dallas Stars (5-2-3)  

2021 Regular Season Game 11 
Thursday, February 11, 2021 - 8:30 p.m. ET 
American Airlines Center - Dallas, TX 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Defending Big D 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

Remember that hot minute when everyone was afraid of the 
Dallas Stars? When they had the best power play in the 
league and looked, quite frankly, invincible, even though they 
were doing it with a chunk of their regular roster missing and 
their blue line consisting of maybe two guys anyone had 
heard of before? It was a magical time for the Stars, but 
they’ve cooled off considerably since that eye-popping start, 
losing three straight, including two overtime losses to 
Chicago.  

It’s a little too early to say that the Stars are reeling, but a 
three-game skid — and five losses over six games — is one 
they’re going to want to pull out of sooner rather than later, 
and the Hurricanes aren’t going to be an easy out for Dallas. 
Carolina handed the Stars their first losses of the season last 
month and the Stars have only won once since.  

Both teams coming into this one will be motivated, with 
Dallas coming off of a few real heartbreakers in Chicago, and 
the Hurricanes, of course, trying to get past whatever exactly 
that was in Columbus. Games against Dallas are always 
spirited — and physical — affairs, and with the two teams 
trying to shake off disappointment, this matchup should be 
no different.  

It’s a little too early to be standings-watching, but Carolina 
taking four points in this series would put some space 
between them (currently with 14 points) and Dallas (currently 
with 13). (Chicago’s somewhat inexplicable hot streak has 

them currently sitting at third in the division, and I’m sure if 
you’d told anyone at the start of the season that the 
Hurricanes were going to have to leapfrog Chicago in the 
standings at any point, they would have thought you were 
totally bananas.)  

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Stars 

Record 7-3-0 5-2-3 

Goals/Game 3.20 3.40 

Goals Against/Game 2.70 2.40 

Shots/Game 32.40 26.80 

Face Off Win % 53.8% 50.2% 

Power Play % (Rank) 23.5% (12th) 35.0% (5th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 80.6% (15th) 79.1% (20th) 

ES Corsi For % 57.41% 51.92% 

ES PDO 99.28 102.11 

PIM/Game 08:11 09:06 

Goaltender #1 

James Reimer Anton Khudobin 

5-1-0 3-2-1 

.883 .908 
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James Reimer Anton Khudobin 

3.13 2.51 

Goaltender 1  

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Jake Oettinger 

Record 0-1-0 2-0-2 

Save % 0.864 .919 

GAA 3.09 2.19 

Goaltender 2  

Game Notes 

 While Martin Necas may still be a few days away from 
returning to the lineup, all signs indicate that Vincent 
Trocheck will be returning in tonight’s game. Both 
players have been practicing with the team and are 
making the trek to Dallas. With the injuries to both, the 
Hurricanes have had to endure some shorthanded 

games, so the prospect of getting them both back very 
soon has got to have everyone breathing a sigh of relief.  

 Trocheck, by the way, was playing at a point per game 
pace before he sat out due to injury. His nine points in 
nine games are exactly what you want to see from a 
player looking to establish himself as a scoring threat on 
a team that is still largely new to him.  

 Maybe it’s just me, but it seems like Sebastian Aho’s 
hitting a new milestone every time he steps on the ice. 
His next assist, which might as well come tonight, will be 
his 150th career assist.  

 Jordan Staal is currently sitting on 298 career points as 
a Hurricane. Operation Get Jordan to 300 should be in 
full effect right now.  

 The Stars are led in scoring by Joe Pavelski, who 
appears to have completely stopped aging. (Between 
him, Joe Thornton, and Patrick Marleau, quite honestly 
I’m concerned about what exactly was going on out 
there in San Jose.) Pavelski is always a threat for a 
sneakily redirected or tipped shot, so keeping him clear 
of the net should be a priority.  

 Some of the Stars’ young guns have been stepping up 
lately. Don’t underestimate Jason Robertson, Roope 
Hintz, and Denis Gurianov, who are providing a glimpse 
of what the future may look like for Dallas. 

 

 

Hundreds get appointments for mass vaccination event at PNC Arena 

By Kasey Cunningham 

Raleigh, N.C. — On Thursday, PNC Arena will host Wake 
County's first drive-thru appointment-only vaccination clinic 
for adults 65 and older. 

Healthcare workers and staff and residents of long-term care 
facilities can also get vaccinated, but everyone must already 
have an appointment. 

The event will take place in the arena’s 8,000-space parking 
lot on Thursday and Saturday, with the first appointments 
beginning at 10 a.m. on Thursday. All appointment slots for 
both days have already been filled. 

"We have to continue to ask for people's patience," said 
Stacy Beard, External Communications Manager for Wake 
County. "The supply is the big limiter here. We have a huge 
capacity -- we could add volunteers and go 10 hours a day if 
we wanted -- but we need the supply first." 

According to a press release, all doses at the clinic are from 
Wake County Public Health’s vaccine allotment from the 
state. Staff members from UNC REX Healthcare will be at 

PNC Arena to help vaccinators from the Wake County Public 
Health Department. 

The site will continue operating in future weeks as vaccine 
allocations and partnerships allow. 

Carolina Hurricanes General Manager Don Waddell said 
after seeing Charlotte host a mass vaccination site at Bank 
of America Stadium, PNC wanted to get involved. 

“We are proud to be a part of this community and recognize 
the heartbreaking impact this pandemic has had for so many 
of its citizens,” said Waddell. “PNC Arena has ample space 
to serve as a mass-vaccination venue, and we want to do 
everything we can to help Wake County in its fight against 
COVID-19." 

Last week, Wake County Public Health reached out directly 
to more than 2,100 people on the county's waitlist to invite 
them to sign up for appointment slots on Thursday and 
Saturday. According to the county, that list has received 
more than 94,000 requests since the middle of January. 

Those who need assistance with registration or scheduling 
after they are notified of eligibility for an appointment can call 
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the Wake County Public Health Vaccine Hotline 919-250-
1515. It is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Wake County leaders want to reiterate appointments are 
required to receive a vaccination and vaccinations will not be 
available without confirmation of a spot. They say this 
process is deliberately aimed at vaccinating those at highest 
risk of hospitalization and death from COVID-19. 

The first link is to sign up for the State of North Carolina’s 
COVID Vaccine Management System or CVMS. Filling out 
this form completely will let them move into the fast lane at 
the vaccine site. 

The second link you'll receive is to make an appointment to 
receive the vaccine. Printing out appointment information or 

taking a screenshot on a smartphone will speed up the 
check-in process at the site. 

Wake County Public Health says those receiving their initial 
dose of vaccine at PNC Arena should be able to schedule 
their second dose appointment while on site. 

Public transportation will be available via GoRaleigh. 

You may take Edwards Mill Bus 26 to the stop at Edwards 
Mill Road at Trinity Road Northbound; or take Blue Ridge 
Bus 27 to the stop at Blue Ridge Road at Westchase 
Boulevard Southbound. 

The county will run a shuttle from that stop to the vaccination 
site and return people to the bus stop following vaccination 
and observation. These shuttles will run continuously.

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/2379085/2021/02/10/nhl-power-rankings-lightning-and-avalanche-remain-on-top/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-head-to-dallas-for-a-new-experience/19521260/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/vincent-trocheck-martin-necas-back-at-practice/c-321274182 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-dallas-stars/c-321285470 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-february-11/c-321281064 
https://apnews.com/article/martin-necas-carolina-hurricanes-dallas-nhl-dallas-stars-5b63c63581324b9586ff48994e8a7537 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/10/22275812/carolina-hurricanes-central-division-weekly-roundup-florida-teams-rise-to-the-top 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/10/22276631/they-said-it-brindamour-martinook-hamilton-speak-after-practice 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/10/22275763/carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal-nino-niederreiter-petr-mrazek-martin-necas-vincent-trocheck 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/11/22277702/carolina-hurricanes-at-dallas-stars-game-preview-vincent-trocheck-injury-return 

https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/hundreds-get-appointments-for-mass-vaccination-event-at-pnc-arena/19521158/ 
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Matt’s mail: Looking at Miro Heiskanen’s start to the season, the Stars’ 
drafting and more 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 5:50 PM on Feb 10, 2021 CST 

 

The Stars’ season is almost three weeks old and we’ve seen a couple 
different versions of this team. 

There’s the world-beating one that sped out to a 4-0-0 start, with strong 
goaltending and a blistering power play. Then there’s the team that’s oh-

so-close to picking up extra points in the last week, but stumbling to a 1-
2-3 record. 

The Stars continue their eight-game home stand with a two-game series 
vs. Carolina on Thursday and Saturday. Let’s get to some of your 
questions. 

    Are you nervous about Heiskanen at all? He hasn’t look like himself 
this season. 

    — mike kenehan (@kenehanmike) February 9, 2021 

In the last three years of watching Miro Heiskanen, there’s been one 
thing that has been a constant refrain from his coaches: you don’t have 
to worry about Miro. 

Jim Montgomery said it when he was the coach in Dallas. Rick Bowness 
has said it before as the assistant coach running the defensemen and 
now as the head coach. Heiskanen has given them good reason to not 
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worry about him, since it seems like every time he looks like he’s 
struggling, he bounces back with another outstanding game. 

You’re right in that Heiskanen hasn’t stolen the spotlight this season. 
He’s been overshadowed by John Klingberg on the Stars blue line, and 
he hasn’t taken over games consistently like he did during the playoffs. 

But let’s pause and reflect for a moment here. 

How blessed are Stars fans right now that a 21-year-old defenseman has 
seven points in 10 games, and that is a cause for concern? That’s an 
amazing statement on the expectations placed on Heiskanen as the 
future of the franchise, and the caliber of play that’s projected from a 
player in his third season in the NHL. 

Among the 123 defensemen who have played at least 150 minutes at 5 
on 5, Heiskanen is fourth with 1.8 points per 60. 

With defensemen — and Heiskanen in particular — it’s not all about 
points. Heiskanen is so detailed on the back end in his body positioning 
and stick placement that much of what he does defensively goes 
underappreciated at best and unnoticed at worst. 

When he’s really playing well, you’ll see a bunch of times where he’s able 
to exit his own zone cleanly and lead the rush the other way. That has 
still been there at times, but not as evident as usual with Heiskanen, 
likely leading to his big decrease in shot attempts and shots on goal at 
the other end of the ice. 

Even Tuesday against the Blackhawks, there were examples of his d-
zone play within minutes of each other. A turnover led to Dominik 
Kubalik’s scoring chance. Then there was Heiskanen denying Patrick 
Kane a wraparound attempt, but only after Heiskanen wiped out into the 
boards seconds earlier. 

The Stars are actually giving up less defensively when Heiskanen is on 
the ice this season compared to when he was on the ice last year. The 
problem is that Dallas is also generating less offense with him this year 
vs. last year. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the Stars are allowing more shot 
attempts (48.16% for the Stars) and shots on goal (47.10%) with him on 
the ice at 5 on 5, but owning scoring chances (56.15%), expected goals 
(50.83%) and goals (58.33%). 

Part of me wonders whether the Stars would be better served splitting up 
Jamie Oleksiak and Heiskanen. The pair played so well together during 
the playoffs, and the history of success is there for them. 

But with the Stars’ style of asking defensemen to jump into the rush, and 
the confidence that Oleksiak has played with across the last six months, 
that has meant more involvement in transition from Oleksiak and less 
from Heiskanen. It’s fantastic that Oleksiak is involved in the offense, but 
less so when he takes away from Heiskanen’s electricity on the ice. 

Might this be better in terms of balancing the aggressive play? You can 
always change them around given a certain situation (leading, trailing, 
offensive zone, defensive zone). 

Esa Lindell – John Klingberg 

Miro Heiskanen – Andrej Sekera/Mark Pysyk 

Jamie Oleksiak – Mark Pysyk/Andrej Sekera 

Montgomery tried playing Heiskanen with Sekera at the start of last 
season, but the pair didn’t play together at all really after the 1-7-1 start. 
Could things be different this year with a slightly tweaked structure? 

Heiskanen is going to be fine. He still has games where he looks superb 
(Jan. 28 against the Red Wings). And there will be a point this season 
where those games will become more regular. 

    Should there be concern that the Stars system internally outside of 
Miro/Klinger/Faksa haven't developed any real NHL ready level success 

recently? Should Dallas use Lindell or Klingberg as trade bait to gain 
picks/prospects? 

    — Mike Nicholas (@mikenick87) February 9, 2021 

I don’t agree with your premise that the Stars have not developed NHL-
ready talent recently. 

Before we get to the players the Stars have drafted and developed 
recently, let’s simply reset expectations for prospects, particularly first-
rounders. When I look at prospects, there are generally three items to 
consider: What are the odds they make the NHL at all? How long do they 
stay in the NHL? How impactful are they in the NHL? 

All three questions are slightly different, but will tell you a whole lot about 
the player. For example, a first-rounder making the NHL is not a surprise, 
but even getting a sixth or seventh-round pick to the NHL is a minor 
victory for scouts. Late-round success stories like John Klingberg, Jamie 
Benn and Joe Pavelski are not the norm. They are the exception. 

Similarly, just as all draft picks are not the same, all first-round picks are 
not the same. Multiple research studies have shown that the value of 
picks in the first round declines sharply in the middle of the round, when 
they more closely resemble second-round picks than the top 15. 

That means we should evaluate players like Denis Gurianov (No. 12), 
Miro Heiskanen (No. 3) and Ty Dellandrea (No. 13) differently than we 
would Jason Dickinson (No. 29), Riley Tufte (No. 25), Mavrik Bourque 
(No. 30) and even Thomas Harley (No. 18). 

It’s also OK for a first-round pick to not be an offensive player. Radek 
Faksa was a first-round pick. Andrew Cogliano was a first-round pick. 
Mark Pysyk was a first-round pick. They stay in the league because they 
tailored their skills to fit the NHL game and did so successfully enough to 
remain in the league for quite some time. 

It’s perfectly fine that Dickinson is a first-round pick that plays in the 
bottom six. If Tufte makes the NHL as a big, shutdown winger in the 
bottom six (it’s trending that way a bit), that is OK. Obviously, teams that 
draft high need to hit on big impact players that can change a game — 
like the Stars did on Heiskanen — but the expectation wanes as you 
move deeper into the draft. 

The Stars absolutely whiffed on the 2014 draft and much of the 2013 
draft outside of Dickinson. But the Stars plucked scorers Gurianov and 
Roope Hintz in 2015. Rhett Gardner and Nick Caamano have already 
reached the NHL/taxi squad this season as late-round picks in 2016, 
while Tufte and Fredrik Karlstrom appear to be next. 

The 2017 draft has the chance to change the franchise with Heiskanen, 
Jake Oettinger and Jason Robertson, plus Jacob Peterson potentially on 
his way as a depth forward. Ty Dellandrea has already impressed, while 
the jury is still out on the NHL futures of 2018 picks like Albin Eriksson, 
Oskar Back, Adam Mascherin and Riley Damiani. Thomas Harley is 
knocking at the NHL door from the 2019 draft, and then Dallas went 
heavy on skill and speed with its 2020 draft headlined by Bourque. 

I’m not sure how you just gloss over all of those NHL players and 
prospects in the pipeline and say that the Stars have only developed 
Heiskanen since Jim Nill took over. 

If the Stars are going to trade either Esa Lindell or John Klingberg (they 
shouldn’t and maybe the time to shop Lindell would be when Klingberg 
needs a new contract), you would hope the package is centered around 
NHL talent with the Stars currently in a championship window. 

For Dallas, it would make more sense to keep its current draft inventory 
— instead of trade for more — since they did not have a second or third-
round pick in either of the last two drafts. 

    Do you see the Stars as a player in the trade market given the cap 
issues they had in the offseason, or has Johns’ move to LTIR opened up 
space? If they are a player, who/what position might they target? 
Forwards? Center? Thanks! 
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    — Brandon Crosby (@brandoncrosby) February 9, 2021 

If the Stars are going to be active in the trade market, it won’t be a big 
trade. The good news for them is two-fold: they probably won’t need an 
earth-shattering trade given the composition of the roster and that Tyler 
Seguin and Ben Bishop are coming back in the spring, and there are 
plenty of players on cheap contracts in a pandemic marketplace. 

Since the Stars are using long-term injured reserve, the amount of cap 
space they will have will wholly depend on the roster’s makeup at the 
time — including any possible injuries the team has to deal with. By 
putting Stephen Johns and Bishop on LTIR during training camp, the 
Stars accumulated cap space by sending players to the taxi squad and 
AHL affiliate Texas. As of Wednesday, the Stars had about $5.7 million in 
cap space. 

Now, that’s not as much space as it sounds like. The Stars will use some 
of that space to recall players from the taxi squad as soon as Thursday. 
And the team needs to have $4.917 million available to activate Bishop 
when he returns, though it would gain $925,000 when Jake Oettinger 
presumably heads to the taxi squad. 

If the Stars were to make a move for a forward without shedding a roster 
player, it would likely be a depth player on a minimal cap hit. 

Given the team’s depth on defense (Joel Hanley, Taylor Fedun, Thomas 
Harley and Julius Honka all seem capable of stepping in if needed), not 
sure it makes sense for the Stars to chase a defenseman at the deadline, 
barring injury, of course. 

    Any update on seguin and bishops timelines? 

    — Chris Chambers (@chrischam2b) February 9, 2021 

Nothing new on Tyler Seguin and Ben Bishop, according to general 
manager Jim Nill, with a “more definitive timeline to be determined as 
they continue rehab.” Bishop had knee surgery to repair a torn meniscus 
in mid to late October, while Seguin had surgery on his hip to repair a 
torn labrum in early November. 

Both surgeries required five months of rehabilitation, putting Bishop on 
track to return in mid to late March and Seguin back in early April. 

“No change, wish there was a sooner update but [they’re] on their original 
timeline as of now,” Nill said in a text message. 

    Does Bishop still have a chance to comeback as #1 goalie for the 
Stars? 

    — Your best follower (@Yurbestfollower) February 9, 2021 

Yes. Not being Dallas’ No. 1 would require Bishop taking a massive step 
back when he returns, which seems unlikely since Bishop has usually 
come back from injuries at an elite level. The issue has been keeping him 
healthy. 

The other possibility is that Anton Khudobin plays so well the Stars cede 
the net to him, or Jake Oettinger somehow passes both Khudobin and 
Bishop on the depth chart. Those scenarios are highly unlikely. 

    Who loses ice time when Kiviranta is healthy and playing again? 

    — Tim Perkins (@RockwallTim) February 9, 2021 

It seems to be a revolving door for the Stars when it comes to injuries. 
When Kiviranta returned, Radulov was out. When Radulov is back in, 
who knows if anyone is hurt? But when everyone (besides Seguin) is 
healthy, think the Stars lineup could look like this: 

Joel Kiviranta – Joe Pavelski – Alexander Radulov 

Jamie Benn – Roope Hintz – Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano – Radek Faksa – Blake Comeau 

Jason Robertson – Jason Dickinson – Ty Dellandrea 

Rick Bowness has liked rotating young players through the fourth line, so 
there’s probably a scenario in which Justin Dowling, Nick Caamano, 
Tanner Kero, Rhett Gardner and Joel L’Esperance are subbing in and 
out for Robertson and Dellandrea. 

    What's the living situation/road roommates deal for the rookies and taxi 
squad this season with COVID? Are they all being put up in hotels while 
in Dallas? 

    — Emma ⭐ ⭐ (@ELRyle) February 9, 2021 

There are no roommates on the road this season. Typically, players on 
entry-level contracts would share a room on the road, but the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocols prevent that this season. 

As far as rookies and the taxi squad, the Stars have arranged furnished 
apartments for them to live in. In the past, players might have stayed in 
local hotels, but the apartments are a more comfortable setup. The idea 
is the same as previous seasons (that the team provides housing for 
players that could be moving frequently) but there are just more players 
to provide for this season given the addition of the taxi squad. 

Of course, players always want the call from management telling them to 
find an apartment of their own because that means they’re sticking with 
the NHL club. 

I don’t really go to Chick-fil-A at all. 

But give me a double-double animal style with animal fries from In N Out, 
or a barbecue chicken strip sandwich from Whataburger with spicy 
ketchup. Also all in on a Chipotle bowl with brown rice, chicken, veggies, 
both beans, all four salsas, lettuce and cheese. Yeah, I said all four 
salsas. It’ll change your world. 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 02.11.2021 
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Flashback: Why leagues should just play ball, and not national anthem, 
at sporting events 

 

By Kevin B. Blackistone 1:59 PM on Feb 10, 2021 CST 

 

Former SportsDay columnist Kevin B. Blackistone wrote this column on 
March 15, 1996. We’re bringing it back because of Mark Cuban’s 
decision to stop playing the anthem at Dallas Mavericks games, and the 
national reaction that followed... 

I don’t hang Old Glory on the front porch for the Fourth of July. I don’t 
hum the Battle Hymn of the Republic on Veteran’s Day, even though my 
great uncle Henry - segregated in an all-black unit though he was - 
fought in World War I and my parents keep the flag that draped his 
casket. 

I am not, in other words, a person anyone would mistake as a flag-
waving American - African, European, Asian or otherwise. 

I will, however, be asked on Friday to honor America by standing for the 
national anthem. Not once, but at least twice. And, again on Sunday. 
And, a couple of times the next weekend. And, the weekend after that. 

Despite my lack of passionate patriotism, I’m probably asked to honor 
America by standing and listening to the national anthem more than most 
passionately patriotic Americans. That is because I’m employed in the 
sports arena, where the playing of the national anthem is as much a part 
of game starts as are kickoffs, tipoffs and puck drops. 

It will be played in the Richmond, Va., arena where this weekend I will 
cover some early rounds of the NCAA Tournament. It’ll be played in Las 
Vegas on Saturday before Mike Tyson bludgeons Frank Bruno. 
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Taking a stand 

It’ll be played, of course, in Chicago on Friday before the Bulls meet 
Denver, which will see the return of its star point guard, Mahmoud Abdul-
Rauf, who was suspended by the NBA on Tuesday for his refusal 
founded in his religious beliefs to stand for the rendition. 

That is Abdul-Rauf’s right as, of all things, an American, a Muslim 
American. That is where the NBA is wrong. 

The NBA would have learned, had it continued its suspension of Abdul-
Rauf, that his decision not to demonstrate allegiance during the national 
anthem based on his interpretation of Islam is protected by Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. It prohibits discrimination based on religion and 
has been upheld numerous times. 

The law also asks employers to reasonably accommodate employees’ 
religious practices, which in Abdul-Rauf’s case could have been allowing 
him to stay in the locker room until after the national anthem is played. 
Or, maybe, trading him to the Mavericks, where owner Don Carter, 
without threat of suspension from the NBA, prefers playing America the 
Beautiful. Instead, Abdul-Rauf on Thursday agreed to stand and pray 
during the anthem. 

The most rational decision, of course, would be to drop the national 
anthem from pre-game festivities all together. What, after all, does it have 
to do with the NFC title game, or some meaningless September 
doubleheader between the Rangers and the Twins? 

This all started years ago in baseball. The Hall of Fame has an account 
of it being played before a game in 1862 and again before a few games 
during the 1917 and 1918 World Series. During World War II, when 
upward of 700 ballplayers had their careers put on hold in the Armed 
Services, the anthem became tradition at baseball games. 

Other sports followed. It now is custom in all sports for absolutely no 
reason other than it is custom. 

Out of tune 

That is the real problem with the national anthem for which Abdul-Rauf 
doesn’t want to stand. Forget that given this country’s history involving 
black Americans, many other black Americans – me included - long have 
felt queasy during the national anthem. Forget that the only other athletes 
penalized so harshly for not standing at allegiance during the national 
anthem were John Carlos and Tommie Smith. They were stripped of their 
medals and kicked off the U.S. Olympic team for holding their fists 
overhead to protest racial inequality back home as the anthem played for 
their medal ceremony at the ’68 Summer Games in Mexico City. 

The real reason Abdul-Rauf shouldn’t have to stand for it is because it 
shouldn’t be heard there. 

It isn’t, I’ll bet, played before you go to work. It isn’t played before the city 
symphony leaps into an evening of Beethoven. It isn’t played before you 
take your seat at the local multi-screened theater. It isn’t played before 
the bell sounds on Wall Street. It isn’t played before Rush Limbaugh or 
G. Gordan Liddy start running off at the mouth. 

The national anthem, in fact, isn’t even played on Capital Hill. If those 
who supposedly have your national interests at heart don’t have to be 
bothered with it, then neither should a mere athlete like Mahmoud Abdul-
Rauf or anyone who goes to watch him play. 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 02.11.2021 
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Dallas Stars appear to troll Mark Cuban and Mavericks with message on 
national anthem 

 

BY STEFAN STEVENSON 

 

The Dallas Stars have weighed in on the national anthem flap, even if no 
one asked them. 

The team posted a message on social media seemingly trolling the 
Dallas Mavericks and owner Mark Cuban who had chosen not to play the 
anthem before games through 13 games this season at American 
Airlines Center. The Mavs said they will begin playing the anthem again, 
according to a team spokesman. Cuban said earlier in the day that the 
team has had ongoing conversations on the potential use of the anthem 
as more fans are allowed to attend games. Indeed, the anthem was 
played before Wednesday night’s game against the Atlanta Hawks. 

The Stars, who also play their home games at American Airlines Center, 
have allowed a limited number of fans at games this season. The Mavs 
have only allowed a very small number of fans on a very limited basis 
recently. 

We have issued the following statement regarding the National Anthem. 
pic.twitter.com/7ZR7HXMW73 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) February 10, 2021 

“The national anthem is a time-honored tradition and the Dallas Stars will 
continue to perform the Star-Spangled Banner prior to our games at 
American Airlines Center,” the team posted on Twitter. “As the only 
National Hockey League team in Texas, we are proud to represent our 
state and our country.” 

In a news release, Cuban explained his stance on the anthem, including 
those that feel the anthem does not represent them. 

“We respect and always have respected the passion people have for the 
anthem and our country. But we also loudly hear the voices of those who 
feel that the anthem does not represent them. We feel that their voices 
need to be respected and heard, because they have not been,” Cuban 
said. “Going forward, our hope is that people will take the same passion 
they have for this issue and apply the same amount of energy to listen to 
those who feel differently from them. Only then we can move forward and 
have courageous conversations that move this country forward and find 
what unites us.” 

The national anthem will play prior to tonight’s game and Mark Cuban 
has released the following statement. pic.twitter.com/rEAD9jXbSw 

— Mavs PR (@MavsPR) February 10, 2021 
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Blue Jackets better, but not sharp as Tortorella ponders how to forge 
team's cohesion on the ice 

"I got to get this team to play as a team and care as a team or we'll 
continue to play the hockey that we're playing right now." 

 

Jacob Myers 

 

There are times this season when coach John Tortorella looks at his Blue 
Jackets team and still doesn't know what he has. 

The Blue Jackets on Monday night responded to a painful, controversial 
loss the day before to Carolina. They limited scoring chances for the 
Hurricanes and created more of their own on the offensive end in a 3-2 
win in Nationwide Arena. 

The performance was an improvement from the night before but still far 
from perfect. In fact, it was not even particularly good.  
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Despite the victory, there’s a growing impatience inside the Jackets 
locker room and the office of coach John Tortorella to quickly find a way 
to play a more cohesive game before they lose more ground in the 
Central Division. 

Blue Jackets: Tortorella benched Patrik Laine for off-ice interaction with 
assistant coach 

“I still think we’re a terribly disjointed team in all facets,” Tortorella said 
after Monday’s game. “But the past two games, I think the effort’s been 
there. I think we worked hard in a 6-5 loss, I thought we worked hard 
tonight. We have a lot of things to iron out.”  

Tortorella’s decision to shorten his bench by sitting Patrik Laine and 
Dean Kukan for a good chunk of the second period and all of the third 
was a clear sign of his frustration with some of his players not performing 
at the level Tortorella deems as acceptable for his team concept. 

The Jackets, who are 6-5-3 and second place in the Central — though 
ranking sixth in the eight-team division in points per game — have prided 
themselves on being a physical team that is sound defensively and 
creates opportunities through its forecheck. 

At the moment, however, they’re struggling to find an identity. Sometimes 
Tortorella believes the answer is sitting a player — even if said player is 
the team’s best chance at winning a tie game. 

“It’s what I feel I need to do,” Tortorella said of benching the sharp-
shooter Laine for the. final 26-plus minutes on Monday. “The last thing I 
want to do is bench a player. But as I answered your first question, we’re 
just disjointed in all areas, quite honestly both on and off the ice.” 

The Jackets didn’t allow as many odd-man rushes as they did Sunday 
against the Hurricanes. The defensemen and wingers also didn’t turn 
over the puck as much in their own zone due to Carolina’s forecheck, but 
the Hurricanes still had 57 chances compared to 44 on Sunday, 
according to naturalstattrick.com. 

Moving the puck up the ice quickly to avoid the forecheck also created 
some more sustained offensive zone pressure, but the Hurricanes had 
63 shot attempts (24 on goal) versus the Jackets 41 attempts (22 on 
goal). Naturalstattrick.com showed the Jackets with 26 chances on 
Sunday and 38 on Monday.  

Significant roster turnover from the past couple seasons has an impact 
on a team’s identity, but there are plenty of players, including Cam 
Atkinson, who have been with the Jackets for several seasons and are 
struggling as much as some newer arrivals. 

“Whether you’re a new guy, an old guy, we have to hold each other 
accountable,” Atkinson said. “It doesn’t matter who you are and where 
you play. We have to all buy in.” 

Last season, Tortorella was obsessive with the team concept. Without 
any elite goal-scorer, his belief was the only way the Jackets could win 
was to play together as a unit. 

That logic was borne out in the middle of the season, before the 
coronavirus pandemic shut the league down for more than four months, 
when the Jackets went 18-2-3 despite several injuries to jump into the 
playoff picture. 

Tortorella has never been shy to change up lines, defensive pairs or sit 
players to get his team playing “the right way.” Fourteen games in this 
season, he’s still searching for the answer. 

“I've got to get this team to play as a team and care as a team or we’ll 
continue to play the hockey that we’re playing right now. It’s my job,” he 
said.  

“Through hell or high water, I’m going to try to find a way to get us to that 
tightness with a lot of new bodies coming in here and understanding the 
standard and the culture that we want here.” 
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‘We’ve moved on’: Blue Jackets’ Patrik Laine makes up with coach after 
squabble 

 

By Aaron Portzline Feb 10, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Patrik Laine stepped onto the ice several minutes 
before practice on Wednesday and skated a straight path to Blue Jackets 
assistant coach Brad Larsen. 

Laine and Larsen peeled away from the group and had a lengthy one-on-
one conversation in one corner of the rink while the rest of the players 
swirled and fired pucks on goal at the other end. 

It appeared an amiable chat, and it ended with Laine tapping Larsen 
twice on the chest and Larsen lightly swatting Laine’s shinguard with his 
stick blade. That’s how hockey players say, “It’s all good, man.” 

The controversy that has swirled in Columbus since Monday, when Blue 
Jackets coach John Tortorella benched Laine for the final 26:19 of a win 
over Carolina, came to a breezy end on Wednesday. 

Laine was benched, sources told The Athletic, because he “verbally 
disrespected” a Blue Jackets assistant coach during the game. It has not 
been confirmed that Larsen was the coach, but Laine’s pre-practice 
actions spoke volumes. 

On Wednesday, Laine was contrite, even acknowledging that he 
“deserved” to be benched, and the Blue Jackets — from Tortorella to 
captain Nick Foligno — circled the wagons to defend the star winger. 

“This kind of stuff happens sometimes,” Laine said. “Everybody’s locked 
in the game, and stuff like that happens. We’ve moved on. We’ve talked 
about it. It’s going to stay in the room, but it’s all good now. 

“That’s kind of how I’ve always been, playing with such passion, playing 
really hard, and you’re inside the game, you’re focused. 

“If that kind of stuff happens, you deserve to get benched. That’s just the 
way it is.” 

Tortorella seemed almost incredulous at the question when asked if 
Laine would be in the lineup on Thursday in Chicago. (The answer was 
yes, by the way.) 

“You guys (the media) are a little bit more worried or anxious about it 
than we are,” Tortorella said. “We’re just trying to do it the right way, 
problem-solve when we need to, and try to get about our business. 

“We’re by it, and we’re getting ready to play Chicago. Yeah, we’re done 
with it. Everything’s fine, guys.” 

Tortorella said Laine was back in good standing with the Blue Jackets 
shortly after Monday’s game. The benching stole the spotlight from a 
much-needed win by the Jackets, including a spectacular game-winning 
goal by Jack Roslovic late in the third period. 

It was widely speculated that Laine’s defensive lapses on his final two 
shifts of the game were the reason for his benching, but Tortorella denied 
that after the game on Monday and drove the point home further on 
Wednesday. 

“I told you I wouldn’t talk about it, but I need to say one last thing on it, 
which I think is totally unfair to Patty, and that’s some of the situations 
where people are writing that he didn’t work hard enough (or have 
enough) intensity or (made) bad mistakes,” Tortorella said. 

“As I told you guys after the game, it had nothing to do with him being on 
the ice. That’s what bothers me about it most is we moved by it right 
away. I don’t think Patty should be put in the shade of light that he was 
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lazy or that he didn’t work hard enough because that’s not what this kid’s 
about. We know he’s a great competitor and he’s a really good player. 
He’s going to be a big part of our team here. That’s what bothers me the 
most about the aftermath of this. Everybody tends to make things up 
when they really don’t know what’s going on. That’s all I’ll say on it.” 

Tortorella has said repeatedly that he will hold every player on the roster 
accountable, no matter where they were drafted, how many goals they’ve 
scored, how big a contract they’ve signed, etc. 

Laine, in just his fourth game with the organization, has now seen this up 
close and personal. And … he kinda liked it. 

“That’s fair from the coach, that it doesn’t matter who you are,” he said, 
“If you do something, you’ll get benched. That’s great to see for me. You 
don’t want to be the guy who’s getting benched, but now I’ve seen it 
myself, that it doesn’t matter who you are or how well you have done, 
you can get benched. 

“If you want to look at something positive out of this, that’s the one thing.” 

The Blue Jackets are only one-quarter of the way through the season, 
but they’ve already had two years’ worth of drama. 

Between Pierre-Luc Dubois’ trade request, the blockbuster trade with 
Winnipeg, Laine’s arrival and debut, the outrageous officiating mistake 
versus Carolina on Sunday, Mikko Koivu’s surprise retirement and 
Laine’s benching on Monday, it’s only fair to wonder when it’ll be about 
hockey again in Columbus. 

Foligno tried to act as if the first month of the season has been fairly 
normal. 

“For what it’s worth, I think a lot of it is (created) by you guys,” he said. “In 
our room, we’re talking about trying to win games. I understand you guys 
have lots to write about, but for us, we’re streamlined on how we’re going 
to get better and how we’re going to win games. 

“This has been a weird year for everybody, but I don’t really see that it’s a 
lot that we’ve gone through.” 

But he did acknowledge that Laine, 22, endured a difficult lesson on a 
very public stage. 

“He figured it out pretty quickly, honestly,” Foligno said. “This is our 
standard here. This is how we go about our business, how we’ve been a 
successful team here for a lot of years. It’s never personal. It’s just the 
way it works here. 

“You have to give Patrik credit because he’s a lot smarter and a lot more 
into it and competitive that people sometimes give him credit for. I think 
Patty has … gotten a good dose of who we are and is ready to jump right 
in and be a part of it. Maybe sometimes you have to go through 
something like that early on to get moving forward, but I thought we all 
handled it well. 

“I want guys who care and want to be here. Patty definitely wants to be 
here. He’s excited about his opportunity here.” 

Laine is a restricted free agent this summer. The Blue Jackets hold his 
rights for two more seasons after this one, but GM Jarmo Kekäläinen will 
try to get Laine under a long-term contract this summer. 

This episode will not have an impact on those talks, Laine said. It 
happened, it has been dealt with and now the Blue Jackets — with Laine 
fully onboard — are moving past it. 

“I don’t think there’s going to be any issues there,” Laine said, referring to 
the future contract talks. “I’ve loved my time here so far. It’s going to get 
better for sure. It’s not going to have any effect on my plans for the 
future.” 
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‘They trust me here.’ With expanded role, Panthers’ Verhaeghe ready to 
face former team 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

 

Carter Verhaeghe sat and took a moment to reflect. A year ago, he was a 
fourth-line player for the Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 
Now, he’s in the earliest stages of the next chapter of his still-burgeoning 
NHL career with the Florida Panthers. 

There’s no Stanley Cup for his new team yet. 

But he’s getting plenty of chances early to prove he’s a valuable piece to 
be part of a deep playoff run. 

“I have definitely gotten a ton of opportunity here,” Verhaeghe said last 
week after picking up a goal and an assist in the Panthers’ 2-1 win over 
the Nashville Predators. “It seems like they trust me here.” 

Past will meet present for Verhaeghe on Thursday when the Panthers (7-
1-2) and the Lightning (9-1-1) play three times during the next five days. 
The games on Thursday and Saturday are at the BB&T Center with 7 
p.m. scheduled starts. Monday’s game will be a 7 p.m. start at Tampa’s 
Amalie Arena. 

“A lot of familiar faces on the other team, a lot of good friends,” 
Verhaeghe said. “It’s going to be kind of weird, but I’m looking forward to 
it.” 

The mixed emotions are understandable. Verhaeghe, 25, broke into the 
NHL with Tampa Bay last season even though he had a limited role on a 
stacked Lightning roster. Among those who played in at least 25 games, 
he averaged a team-low nine minutes and 22 seconds of ice time per 
game. Despite that, he still managed to score nine goals and tally 
another four assists in 52 regular-season games. He also dished out a 
pair of assists during the Lightning’s playoff run and was on the ice for 
three of six games Stanley Cup Finals games. 

“Last year, we obviously had such a great team and won the Stanley 
Cup,” Verhaeghe said. “For me, I am just trying to get better every year. 
There are a ton of great players to learn from there and I had a different 
role in Tampa. I just tried to learn everything I could there. I am trying to 
use the tools I learned there.” 

Those tools and Verhaeghe’s aggressive nature on the ice allowed him 
to break in as the left wing on Florida’s top forward line with center 
Aleksander Barkov and right wing Anthony Duclair. 

And he’s been one of their more consistent players. Verhaeghe is tied 
with Patric Hornqvist for the team lead with six goals and is the only 
player on the team with multiple game-winning goals through the first 10 
games of the season. 

All six of Verhaeghe’s goals have been at even strength, with five of the 
six coming in five-on-five situations. His 23 scoring chances created at 
full strength are the second-most on the team behind only Barkov. 

“I didn’t think he’d be on our top line. I didn’t think we’d be getting that 
type of production, to be totally honest,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville 
said. “At the same time, we liked the ingredients that he did bring to our 
team with quickness and perseverance. It’s almost like he’s got a 
relentless attitude around the puck.” 

A ‘MEASURING STICK’ 

Verhaeghe individually and the Panthers collectively are now set to face 
their biggest test in the early going of the season in these three games 
against the Lightning. 

“They’re the measuring stick of the league,” defenseman Keith Yandle 
said. 
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Tampa Bay is on a six-game winning streak — all in regulation — and 
has outscored its opponents by a combined 27-9 score in that span. 

The Lightning are allowing the least amount of goals per game (1.82), 
are scoring the second-most goals per game (3.82) and rank among the 
top-10 in the NHL in penalty kills (eighth, 84.6 percent) and power-play 
efficiency (ninth, 25 percent). 

RUNNING IT BACK 

Quenneville said there is a “good chance” they use the same lineup from 
Tuesday’s win over Detroit when they host Tampa on Thursday. 

That includes having Sergei Bobrovsky back in net after his best start of 
the season. 

Bobrovsky stopped 31 of 32 shots he faced against the Red Wings on 
Tuesday, including the final 30 after giving up a goal 3:31 into the game. 

Bobrovsky is now 4-0-1 on the season despite shaky overall statistics 
(3.07 goals against average, .899 save percentage). His active streak of 
picking up points in five consecutive starts is the second-longest season-
opening point streak by a goaltender in Panthers history behind John 
Vanbiesbrouck, who opened the 1996-97 season with a 6-0-3 record. 
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That’s right, the Panthers are good — and next 3 games vs. Tampa Bay 
will show how good | Commentary 

 

By DAVE HYDE 

 

Anyone who has been all-in on the Florida Panthers for the last quarter-
century remains fixated on that stupid clearing pass in Game 3 of the 
1997 playoffs by Jody Hull in Madison Square Garden that was knocked 
down by New York Rangers defenseman Ulf Samuelsson and deposited 
in the back of the Panthers net. 

You remember, right? The Eastern Conference quarterfinal series 
changed then. The karma changed then. The Panthers went dark then. 

And now they’re back. 

Let me repeat that. 

THEY’RE BACK, BABY! 

Well, maybe. Possibly. And, maybe, possibly it’s just overreaction fueled 
by a good first month and a quarter-century of hope against history that 
hockey is relevant in town again. But look at the Central Division 
standings after one month: 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning. 19 points. 

2. Florida Panthers. 16 points. 

On Thursday, they start a three-game series against, Tampa Bay to 
answer the big question, too. No, the question isn’t: Did baseball take 
over hockey’s schedule-making? The question is whether this start is a 
tease, a fluke — a nice run but nothing to start throwing rats about. 

Tampa is a good measure, too. It’s the rich cousin you’re jealous of these 
days. Look at their past sports year. It won the Super Bowl. It won the 
Stanley Cup. It lost in the World Series just to keep everyone humble. 
The only way Tampa could have more fun is for Tom Brady to skate with 
the Lightning on Thursday. 

Jealous? 

Who isn’t? 

And now the champs come to town Thursday to explain this Panthers 
start. Florida had a chance to win 20 points through their first 10 games. 
They got 16. The only thing that’s stopped their first-month rampage is 
the pandemic that postponed four games. 

So what’s different from last year — from most years, really? 

“I think in course of game there’s a little more enthusiasm in our team 
game,” coach Joel Quenneville said. “I think we play faster, a little harder, 
more purpose across the board. The team has going into games — 
whether it’s a belief, whether it’s attitude, whether it’s doing things the 
right way or harder to play against — it’s all the things we talk about. 

“I think they’re improved. And I think we got some depth. There’s a 
number of guys pushing to get in the lineup or trying to stay in the lineup. 
I think that can be healthy. We’ve got to manage that so it remains.” 

Here’s what you heard: Enthusiasm. Purpose. Belief. Attitude. 

All better. All important intangibles. 

Here’s what you didn’t hear: Tangibles. More goals scored. Less goals 
against. Better goal-tending. Better special teams. 

You didn’t hear anything about the tangibles because, really, no single 
number explains this except a 6-2 record in one-goal games (including 
overtimes). Their goal-scoring is down about half-a-goal a game — but 
that’s reflected a change in tempo, as seen by goals-against being down 
from a third-worst 3.25 a game last year to this month’s 22nd-ranked 
2.65. 

So the defense has tightened up headlined by the goaltending, right? 
Well, hmm. Goalie Sergei Bobrovsky had his first good game in a while in 
Tuesday’s 2-1 win against Detroit. He still ranks 44th in the league with a 
3.07 goals-against-average. Meanwhile, reserve Chris Dreidger’s 1.99 
goals-against is 11th in the league. 

Translation: It’s too early for conclusions, but not too early for the pitter-
patter of hockey hope. No matter if their schedule has been heavy with 
low-hanging teams like Nashville, Chicago, and Detroit. They’ve been 
lumped in such groups for years. 

“I just think when we are in these kind of games, we’re comfortable,” 
Quenneville said of Tuesday’s one-goal win. “You’re comfortable on the 
ice, trusting everybody and everybody gets a turn and they are getting 
the job done as well. We can learn from these games.” 

Now comes Tampa Bay to decide just what this good first month means 
for the Panthers. Three games. Three litmus tests. Three nights to 
measure if it’s too soon to conclude this franchise had a good first month 
or such a good first month to say big things are ahead. 

They’re back. Maybe. Possibly. Stay tuned. 
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Florida Panthers Can Match Up Well Against Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

February 10, 2021 by Joey Ganzi 

 

The Florida Panthers are off to one of their best starts in franchise 
history, with a 7-1-2 record in their first 10 games. They had an eight-
game point streak that was snapped by the Detroit Red Wings on Feb. 7 
and now they are tied for second in the Central Division with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. They trail the first-place team by three points; that team is 
the defending Stanley Cup champion, Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Panthers are scheduled to play the Lightning eight times this 
season, starting with their first game on Thurs., Feb. 11. Can they play 
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up to their competition and hang with an elite team? Florida has some 
things going for them that can help them keep up, but will it be enough? 

Goalscoring and Power Play 

The Panthers have arguably one of the best offenses in the league, 
ranked 13th with a 3.10 goals-per-game average. Their power play is 
ranked second in the league, with a conversion rate of 37%, which is in 
large part due to the offensive talent that is oozing on the top line. Not 
only is captain Aleksander Barkov producing good numbers, but so are 
the new arrivals on his line, Anthony Duclair and Carter Verhaeghe. 

That lethal top line has combined for 26 points (10 goals, 16 assists) and 
a plus-10 rating. Verhaeghe, a former Bolt, is tied for the team-lead in 
goals with six and is third in points with nine. Meanwhile, Jonathan 
Huberdeau leads the team in points with 14 (four goals, 10 assists) and 
Patric Hornqvist has emerged as a top goal-scorer to lead the team in 
power-play goals with three and is tied with Verhaeghe with six goals. 

Aleksander Barkov Florida Panthers 

The Panthers’ offense could keep their pace with the Lightning’s 
electrifying goal-scoring, but Tampa does bring a lot to the table. They 
rank second in the league in goals-per-game at 3.82. Four of their 
players have 10 points or more, including defenseman and Conn Smythe 
Trophy winner Victor Hedman, who has three goals and nine assists this 
season. Captain Steven Stamkos, after an injury-riddled season, has 
returned to lead the team in goals with seven and points with 14. Finally, 
all their skaters, except defenseman Luke Schenn and center Mitchel 
Stephens, have a plus rating. For a team that is missing Nikita Kucherov, 
they seem to be doing ok. 

Florida’s Defense Has More Sandpaper…Is it Enough? 

During the offseason, general manager Bill Zito tried to make the defense 
tougher. He brought in Radko Gudas on a three-year deal and, in his first 
season with the club, he’s already made an impact, literally. He leads the 
team and is fifth in the league with 53 hits. Through 10 games, he has a 
plus-4 rating and 12 blocked shots. Solid stats for an older player. 

Forward Noel Acciari adds extra toughness. He’s second on the team in 
hits with 26 and leads the team in blocked shots with 16. Last season, he 
emerged as a great two-way forward, hitting career-highs in points and 
goals, all while keeping his grit. 

Noel Acciari Florida Panthers 

The Panthers continue to have a few reliable defensemen in their lineup, 
like Aaron Ekblad, who should have no problem taking that extra step 
against their cross-state rivals. In the grand scheme of things, the 
defense should be able to hold their own against Tampa with their 
newfound toughness and veteran presence. 

Goaltending Must Step Up 

This is the one factor that will make this a one-sided matchup. Despite 
his 4-0-1 record on the season, starting goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky has 
not played up to his Vezina potential. He has a 3.07 goals-against 
average (GAA) and an .899 save percentage (SV%) through five starts. 
He played better in his last start on Feb. 9, stopping 31 of 32 shots. 

Backup goaltender Chris Driedger, who has a 3-1-1 record, has played 
like a starter. He has a .937 SV% and a 1.97 GAA. His last start was 
against the Red Wings when he allowed three goals in the team’s only 
regulation loss. It was a rough night for him, but he is sure to bounce 
back. 

Sergei Bobrovsky Florida Panthers 

On the other side, the Lightning have a machine of a goaltender. That 
machine is last year’s Vezina Trophy-winner, Andrei Vasilevskiy who 
continues to play at a high level. Through 10 starts, he has a .936 SV% 
and a 1.80 GAA. With stats like these, you have a better chance of being 
struck by lightning than scoring three goals on him. 

Florida clearly has talent in net, but they need to show up against 
Vasilevskiy and the Bolts. 

Do the Panthers Have What it Takes? 

On paper, most of the stats favor the Lightning with their goalscoring 
talent, elite goaltending, and Norris-caliber defense. In recent matchups, 
the Lightning have dominated the Cats, with a 10-2-0 record in their last 
12 meetings. However, this is a very different season. 

The Panthers have shown they can put the puck in the net and they are 
off to a great start unlike in years past. A slow start has ruined many 
chances of postseason glory but that may no longer be in their 
vocabulary. If Florida wants to make a statement, it’s gonna be by 
defeating Tampa at least a few times this season. This might just be the 
season the younger brother finally gets his revenge. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Lightning and Avalanche remain on 
top 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn  

Feb 10, 2021   

 

The NHL is a quarter way through the season – well, some teams are, 
others are on indefinite hiatus – which makes this the perfect time to 
update our power rankings.  

With nine-to-16 games in the books, a lot has changed in the league-
wide landscape and this season will be a very challenging one in terms of 
auditing where each team stands. When teams only get to play the same 
six-or-seven teams over and over again, the measuring sticks between 
divisions become blurrier with each passing game. Is a 10-2-1 record 
really that impressive with nearly half the schedule against two of the 
league’s worst teams? It’s going to be tough to gauge. 

Like the first edition, our power rankings are a perfect 50-50 split 
between the wisdom of the crowd from our smart, talented and beautiful 
staff and the computed calculations from my cold, rigid and beautiful 
model. That way, everyone is happy and can agree with the rankings 100 
percent.  

No? There’ll still be comments about how everyone, including and 
especially the model, hates your favorite team specifically? Oh well, can’t 
win em all. 

Each staff member was asked to rank each team on a 10-tier scale 
outlined below. The ranking guidelines aren’t a hard and fast rule, simply 
a guideline for what each tier stood for, meaning if a staff member felt 
there were four teams that had equal Cup Favorite clout, they were free 
to put all four teams in that tier. 

Once staff members submit their results, each team is graded on a 1-to-
10 scale based on the tiers, earning 10 points for each Cup Favorite vote 
and one point for each Lottery Favorite vote. The votes were then 
averaged out and then put together with my model which was converted 
to the same scale. Both ratings will be noted for each team as the 
disagreements will always be the most fascinating. 

After one-quarter of the season done for some teams, here’s where 
every team stands. 

Staff votes and model ratings are as of February 9. 

Cup Favorite 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are exactly who we thought they 
were, even without arguably their best player, Nikita Kucherov. The 
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Lightning are off to a roaring 9-1-1 start – an .864 points percentage that 
leads the league – picking up exactly where they left off last season. 
They hold down the top spot in the power rankings as a result. 

A lot of credit has to go to goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy who is playing 
his part as the best goalie in the world. He leads the league in goals 
saved above expected and is second in goals saved above average to 
start the season. It’s not a surprise to see him play great, but it is to see 
him grade out that way analytically as that hasn’t always been the case.  

The Lightning are a heavy favorite to go back-to-back this season with 20 
of 22 staff members rating them as a Cup Favorite. Only one other team, 
Ottawa, had a more decisive staff rating. The model currently has Tampa 
Bay third and that’s too low for this well-oiled machine. That should be 
rectified once Tuesday’s 6-1 beatdown over the Predators is accounted 
for. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Nothing changes at the top. The Lightning and Avalanche started the 
season first and second as the only teams in the Cup Favorite tier and it 
remains that way. 

The Avalanche have been dominant so far in every game state with a top 
10 power play, a first-ranked penalty kill and an excellent 55 percent 
expected and actual goals rate at five-on-five. They’ve delivered as 
promised so far and that’s on their star players who are controlling play at 
a ludicrous rate to start the season.  

Colorado was hit with a sizeable injury bug last week which hurt the 
team’s team strength initially, but being shut down due to COVID protocol 
might be a blessing in disguise there. It’ll give the team some time to heal 
up and get ready for the rest of the season grind where they still look to 
be the West’s most impressive team. 

Cup Contender 

3. Boston Bruins 

The Bruins started a bit slowly without scoring a five-on-five goal in their 
first three games, but have quickly started to assert their dominance over 
the rest of the East Division. It’s them and the rest right now as the team 
already has a 99 percent chance of making the playoffs, a very high 
chance of winning the division and currently holds the highest chance of 
winning the Stanley Cup. 

That’s a product of a softer path compared to the other top teams (the 
model has downgraded all the other top East teams) and the fact the 
model currently sees them as the league’s top team. The Bruins start 
looks even better than both teams above as they rank sixth on the power 
play, second on the penalty kill and are third with a 56 percent expected 
goals rate at five-on-five. They haven’t converted as much at five-on-five 
yet, but that’s coming, especially now that David Pastrnak is back. That 
they’ve won so many games with Matt Grzelcyk on the shelf has also 
been impressive.  

By the combined ratings, Boston is much closer to Colorado than it is to 
the next team in this tier. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

When the Golden Knights have played they’ve been exactly as good as 
advertised, starting the season 8-1-1 with dominant five-on-five numbers 
as is tradition for Vegas.  

And yet the silly model has actually downgraded the team’s strength 
since the start of the season. It’s always a bit strange when that happens 
when a team is playing well, but there’s actually a pretty good 
explanation for it: The team’s strength of schedule. In nine games, Vegas 
has played Arizona four times, Los Angeles twice, and Anaheim twice – 
just one game so far against any of the West’s three other top four 
teams. That, and Robin Lehner, the team’s presumed starter, has been 
out-duelled so far by Marc-Andre Fleury. 

It makes grading the team a bit tricky for now and I’ll just be sitting here 
patiently, waiting for next week where we’ll be treated to four (!) straight 
matchups between Colorado and Vegas. We’ll have a better idea then of 
what this Vegas team can truly be. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

We caught a lot of flak with the last edition of the power rankings for 
having the Leafs rated as a top-five team with cries of a biased model. 
The team proceeded to start the season 10-2-1 in the North Division and 
currently lead the league in points. I’ll be waiting by the phone for the 
several apologies I’m owed, thanks. 

What’s very interesting – and hopefully proves once and for all that the 
absolute asinine belief that the model sprinkles bonus points on the Leafs 
is obviously wrong – is that the model’s opinion of the Leafs has actually 
dropped since the start of the season. It now falls a shade under where 
the staff has them (where the majority believe Toronto is a Cup 
Contender) and is second in the North. That makes this week’s two-
game battle against Montreal especially intriguing.  

The Leafs’ current record is a testament to their talent level: Winning 
despite very rarely looking as dominant as they should given that talent. 
Toronto is running a bit hot at five-on-five (62 percent goals rate to 52 
percent expected goals rate) and on the power play where it may be hard 
to sustain 10.6 expected goals for per 60 all season. Only three other 
teams have ever been above nine, but to their credit, two of those teams 
were the Leafs. Toronto is also 5-0-1 in one-goal games, generally a red 
flag for good fortune. 

The Leafs are a very good team, as correctly expected, and top five feels 
right as both the staff and model see them as a contender. But the record 
is still a bit inflated for now. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

The final Cup Contender. Carolina has arrived and jumps three spots 
from borderline top 10 to just outside the top five. The staff isn’t quite 
there yet, but they’re beginning to warm up to the idea with the 
Hurricanes jumping from an average 7.6 rating to their current 8.1. The 
contender label is mostly driven by the model here which sees a club 
that’s once again dominating play at five-on-five to the tune of a 59.5 
percent expected goals rate, with a 57.3 percent actual goals rate to 
match. The Hurricanes are always an analytics darling, but the numbers 
there are even stronger than usual. 

Carolina will need Petr Mrazek back sooner rather than later as his 
numbers were excellent to start the year, with a .934 over his first four 
games and five goals saved.  

Dark Horse 

7. Montreal Canadiens 

From middle of the pack to borderline contender, no team has impressed 
more to start the season than Montreal. The Canadiens have emerged 
as a legitimate challenger as the best team in the North. The model 
already believes it for now based mostly on the team’s incredible play-
driving numbers leading the league in expected goals percentage at a 
whopping 61 percent. They’re outscoring teams by even more too. 

It might take a bit more time for the staff to get there, but the Canadiens 
jumped up seven spots making them the biggest mover since the 
offseason. They’ve been strong out of the gate and that has many 
cautiously optimistic about the team’s chances. Maybe they’re right and 
the model should pump the brakes a little, especially until this two-game 
showdown with Toronto, but for now, it’s hard not to love how Montreal 
has looked. Make no mistake, the Canadiens were worthy of the hype. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

It’s hard to get a read on the Blues when they play 20 straight games 
against the Coyotes. The staff and model are both fairly close, viewing 
St. Louis as a Dark Horse team, but something has been off about the 
Blues to start that has allowed Carolina and Montreal to surpass them. 
That probably begins and ends with their special teams play which has 
been abhorrent at both ends of the ice, ranking 25th on the power play 
and 29th on the penalty kill. There might be some regression coming with 
the man advantage, but the shorthanded problems are real as the Blues 
allow the fifth most chance down a man in the league. 

9. Dallas Stars 

Neither the model nor staff has wavered in its rating of the Stars since 
the offseason and I’m personally a little surprised the model is still so low. 
Dallas has gotten off to a strong start with a 54 percent expected goals 
rate and a second-ranked power play. They likely deserve a bit more 
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credit than this. Then again, the Stars have also lost two straight to the 
Blackhawks. 

I’m not sure about Cup Contender, but the team should probably stand 
more firmly in Dark Horse territory. Dallas continues to be one of the 
league’s best defensive teams, posting the fourth-best expected and 
actual goals against rate in the league at five-on-five. 

10. Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers have picked up right where they left off after last year’s strong 
finish to the season, starting the season 8-3-2, but I’m not sure I’m 
completely sold on them considering their sluggish underlying numbers. 
Philadelphia is earning wins and that’s what matters, but there have been 
far too many games where the Flyers have been dominated from a 
scoring chance perspective and their 47 percent expected goals rate is 
actually last in the East Division. A lot of that came in games without star 
center Sean Couturier so they deserve some slack, but it’s time for them 
to actually start playing the way they’ve been billed. That goes for Carter 
Hart too who’s allowed six goals more than expected over his first nine 
games.  

That the team holds such a strong record despite no Couturier, weak 
possession numbers, weak goaltending and below-average special 
teams is pretty astonishing. They can be better, and it’s great they’ve 
built up a nice cushion in the meantime. 

Playoff Team 

11. Calgary Flames 

The staff pegged the Flames as a bubble team before the season started 
and remains firm in that position after a tepid 6-5-1 start. The Flames 
have looked dominant at times and weak at others, frustratingly 
consistent in their inconsistency.  

It’s still early though and the Flames haven’t had the benefit of playing 
against Ottawa yet. It’s been a tougher schedule than the rest of their 
North Division colleagues and in that time have still managed to be a top 
10 expected goals team. The team’s second pair of Chris Tanev and 
Noah Hanifin, in particular, look to be a revelation which is partially 
driving the sizeable upgrade the model has given them since the 
offseason. Johnny Gaudreau being back to his usual dominant self 
certainly helps the team’s standing too. 

The Flames are overrated for now, not having earned this current 
position in the power rankings. But the model works in mysterious ways 
and time will tell if it was on to something with Calgary. If this current 
ranking doesn’t hold up, I’ll be the first person in line to dunk all over it in 
the next iteration of the power rankings. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

There were many before the season who said the model was overrating 
the Penguins and they seem to be dead-on so far. Pittsburgh has been 
very pedestrian to start, going 5-5-1 and rarely looking as good as a team 
with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin should. Pittsburgh has been 
downgraded heavily by the model as a result and is pretty much right in 
line with where the staff currently sees them. 

They’re still more than likely to make the playoffs, but that bet becomes 
more precarious with each passing game. More than anything, they need 
Malkin to start being Malkin again. He has just six points in 11 games 
and an average Game Score of 0.50 – very un-Malkin-like numbers. 

13. Washington Capitals 

There’s no greater rivalry in hockey than the one between my model and 
the Washington Capitals. Nothing has changed here: The staff are very 
bullish on Washington while my model remains bearish, still seeing 
Washington as an average team. 

Well, the Capitals have won as many games as they’ve lost and have 
scored as many goals as they’ve allowed so it’s not all wrong – but that’s 
honestly impressive given the injury issues the team has dealt with to 
start the season. 

It’s hard to gauge the Capitals under those conditions, but it is 
encouraging that the team’s power play seems to be back. After finishing 

17th last season, the Capitals are tops in the league to start the year at 
37 percent. 

Bubble Team 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Kirill Kaprizov looks like the real deal so far and that’s enough for the 
model to significantly upgrade the Wild from their previous spot. Now, 
they headline the bubble group even if the staff aren’t completely on 
board yet. That’s not surprising given the team’s modest 6-5-0 record, 
but the goals will come given the team’s massive scoring chance edge. 
Minnesota ranks fourth in the league in expected goals percentage. 

The Wild don’t have the high-end talent to likely be anything more than a 
playoff team this year, but the depth is there. They can be a force as long 
as they get average goaltending which is what they’ve received 
whenever Cam Talbot starts. The team’s record should improve as long 
as he’s healthy (although that obviously applies to the entire team at this 
point given almost everyone is under COVID protocol). 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers are a tale of two teams right now and naturally end up right in 
the middle as a result. There’s the team they are when Connor McDavid 
or Leon Draisaitl are on the ice, out-scoring opponents 24-17 at five-on-
five with a 57 percent expected goals share. And then there’s the team 
when both are on the bench, getting out-scored 17-5 while earning a 38 
percent expected goals share. 

The team’s lack of depth is seriously killing them, but the bottom six has 
also been relatively unlucky, despite their puck possession woes. As long 
as McDavid and Draisaitl continue flying the way they have, the Oilers 
have legitimate playoff hopes – they just need the bottom six to pick up 
the slack. They certainly got that in Tuesday’s win over the Senators, a 
rare win where neither McDavid or Draisaitl had a point. 

16. New York Islanders 

Die and be a hero, or live long enough to see yourself become the villain. 
Believe it or not, the model is higher than the staff is on the Islanders who 
have had a relatively slow start to the season with a 5-4-2 record. It’s not 
what some expected after their strong bubble run, but the Islanders are a 
better team than they’re being given credit for with a strong 53 percent 
expected goals rate and a top 10 scoring chance suppression rate. Right 
in the middle is just about right though for now as the team hasn’t been 
able to turn that territorial edge into actual results just yet. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

The Jets are 14th in five-on-five goals percentage, 17th on the power 
play and 14th on the penalty kill – and yet have a 7-4-1 record. It’s that 
latter number that likely has many optimistic that the Jets are back, but I 
have my doubts. The Jets are a better team than the model gives them 
credit for, but even by goals in every state they look just average. 

With that being said, Pierre-Luc Dubois is a big-time addition and I’m 
excited to see how the Jets look with him playing behind Mark Scheifele. 
Dubois gives Winnipeg serious center depth and has the play-driving 
ability to make the Jets a much more formidable five-on-five group. 

18. Florida Panthers 

The Panthers have not played a single game against the top three teams 
in their division yet so take their current record and underlying numbers 
with a massive grain of salt. With the way Columbus and Nashville have 
played, Florida indeed has the inside track for a Central Division playoff 
spot, but the model is not quite sold on the team’s ability just yet. The 
team has moved up in these rankings thanks to positive sentiment from 
the staff, but I want to see how they fare against a real team before 
upgrading my stance. That, and Sergei Bobrovsky seems to be playing 
just as well as he did last season which doesn’t inspire much confidence.  

Outside Looking In 

19. New York Rangers 

The Rangers have a lot of talent and that led to strong finishing and 
goaltending results last season. I still believe the team can find that 
magic again, but their start to the season in both regards has been 
troubling. Perhaps it’s bad luck or regression after a full season of good 
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luck, but either way, the staff have every right to feel pessimistic. 
Development isn’t linear and the Rangers look set to take a step back 
this season unless their stars start picking up their games. Mika 
Zibanejad in particular has been really disappointing.  

20. Arizona Coyotes 

The young Coyotes are finally arriving and Arizona looks ready to make 
waves. Conor Garland and Christian Dvorak have 13 points in 12 games 
and are dominating possession, Nick Schmaltz is looking like a real 
threat again, Clayton Keller’s two-way game is improving and Jakob 
Chychrun is emerging as a legitimate number one defender. A serious 
lack of high-end talent has always held back the Coyotes, but there looks 
to be some light at the end of the tunnel. Arizona is a team to watch and 
the Coyotes might make the West Division race a little more interesting 
than expected. With a great goaltender, anything is possible, but it helps 
to see strong fundamentals in front of him too. Don’t sleep on Arizona. 

21. Nashville Predators 

I don’t think many expected much from the Predators to start the season, 
but they’ve still managed to be one of the league’s most disappointing 
clubs. They’ve started the season 5-8-0 and have deserved every part of 
it with the league’s worst penalty kill, an always brutal power play and 
bottom 10 numbers at five-on-five. The team’s playoff chances have 
fallen all the way down to 22 percent as a result. They might’ve ranked 
even lower if Tuesday’s 6-1 defeat to Tampa Bay was accounted for by 
either the staff or the model. 

Not a Playoff Team 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets 

There is no greater difference in opinion between our trusted staff and 
the model than the current chasm that defines Columbus. At 6-5-3 all 
hope is not lost with the Blue Jackets and the staff still sees the bubble 
team many expected Columbus to be. The model is significantly more 
bearish, seeing the Blue Jackets as a bottom feeder after a poor start 
that looks even worse once you dig into the numbers. 

Columbus ranks 30th, ahead of only the Kings, in expected goals 
percentage at 41 percent, 3.5 percentage points behind the lowly 
Senators. It’s a stark departure from the defensive powerhouse the team 
was last year and the issue stems from a sheer lack of offense. No team 
is generating fewer chances than Columbus who have generated just 
1.65 expected goals per 60 this season. The Blue Jackets’ special teams 
aren’t much to write home about either. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks 

After a fleet of unfortunate injuries to start the season, and a wretched 0-
3-1 start against the two teams from Florida there were many figuring the 
Blackhawks might be the league’s worst team. Since then Chicago has 
looked shockingly competitive, going 6-1-3 and keeping most games 
tight. The Blackhawks are now projected to finish fifth in the Central, 
something I’m not sure anyone expected at the start of the year. 

All hail surprise goalie Kevin Lankinen who has been lights out to start 
the season with a .933 save percentage. He started the year as the third-
string goalie but has quickly won the starting job with his play. 
Goaltending was a big offseason question mark that he’s hopefully 
answered, but he’s had help too with much-improved team defense. 
Chicago ranks 23rd in expected goals against this season, a sizeable 
improvement from its dead last rate last year. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

One of the biggest discrepancies in the offseason edition of the power 
rankings was Vancouver’s place on it. The staff ranked them 11th. The 
model ranked them 22nd. It’s too early for a victory lap as there’s still 
room for team improvement once the core starts playing like many know 
they can, but Vancouver’s start has obviously been quite demoralizing. 
The Canucks fall five spots in the power rankings, a tie for the biggest 
drop. 

Aside from games against Ottawa, Vancouver has looked downright 
putrid, performing even worse than the most pessimistic expectations. 
The team is thin, team defense is an issue, and goaltending has been a 
major problem. At five-on-five, no team allows more expected goals 
against than the Canucks and only Ottawa allows more goals. 

After an offseason where some figured the Canucks might be Canada’s 
second-best team, it’s becoming very clear they’re Canada’s second-
worst. It’s not close either. 

Bottom Feeder 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres are in familiar territory: Right around .500. In a deep East 
Division, their playoff chances remain slim and that’s pushed the team’s 
standing in these power rankings down a few notches. The model’s 
opinion has actually remained unchanged since the first iteration of the 
rankings, but the staff has clearly grown sour with the group after 
expecting a small jump toward relevancy this season. The season is still 
young and there’s room for optimism, but the start hasn’t done much to 
alter the viewpoint that the Sabres are still a Bottom Feeder. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Despite a pesky 4-3-2 record to start the season amid injuries and a 
positive expected goals rate, the Devils drop one spot in the power 
rankings compared to the offseason. The model has downgraded the 
group and that’s partially on the team’s still small sample of nine games 
as well as the further degradation of P.K. Subban, who the model now 
views as well below replacement level. It uses the last three seasons 
which means at this point it’s quickly replacing the 2017-18 year with 
2020-21 stats, which doesn’t bode well for Subban considering that was 
his last good season. The same goes for a few other Devils as that was 
the year they made the playoffs, a season that is now no longer part of 
the dataset. 

The staff is a bit more cautiously optimistic and I think there’s good 
reason for that, especially once the team is healthy and gets playing 
again. I wouldn’t be surprised to see New Jersey move up throughout the 
season. Especially if Jack Hughes keeps up his exceptional start. 

Lottery Contender 

27. San Jose Sharks 

The Battle of California is going about as disastrously as expected. The 
Sharks have the highest rating of the three, but only barely as the model 
is slightly more enamoured by its top-end talent compared to the Ducks. 
Either way, all three end up in the same tier and we’re really just splitting 
hairs. Though some expected the Sharks might bounce back this year 
after last year’s train-wreck, that’s becoming more and more difficult to 
envision. The team is getting smoked on a nightly basis by expected 
goals. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks are right there in the same boat in terms of scoring chance 
share, but they’re hanging on thanks to the otherworldly play of John 
Gibson. He covers up a lot of Anaheim’s shortcomings, specifically in the 
way of high-end offensive talent. The forward group is barren with Max 
Comtois and Carter Rowney leading the team with six points apiece in 13 
games. That’s not going to cut it. 

29. Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings are the worst of the worst among the three California squads 
and have been steamrolled to start the season so far. They’re the only 
team with an expected goals rate below 40 percent so far with no one on 
the team providing a positive impact there. Anze Kopitar has been a treat 
so far looking close to his vintage self, but he’s simply had no help. 

Lottery Favorite 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings are on pace for just 32 points this season, a 47-point 
pace over 82 games. That’s technically an improvement over last 
season, but only barely and is still rather pathetic. Detroit wasn’t 
expected to make the playoffs this season and the poor start only 
confirms that unlikelihood as the Red Wings are already under one 
percent to make it. The only saving grace is that for the first time in a long 
time Detroit isn’t considered to be the league’s biggest laughingstock. 
Small victories.  

31. Ottawa Senators 
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Not a single person rated the Senators anything other than a Lottery 
Favorite. There was legitimate hope that this season could be a turning 
point for the Senators given their offseason expenditure, but that felt 
misguided from the get-go based on who they acquired. The Senators 
have won two of their first 14 games and are an absolute disaster at five-
on-five. I’m not sure it gets better for them and their chances of making 
the playoffs are already infinitesimal. Over 50,000 simulations, Ottawa 
made the playoffs eight times. And that was before losing to Edmonton. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.11.2021 

1183481 Websites 

 

The Athletic / ‘BoroCop’ isn’t just a nickname to Mark Borowiecki. It’s a 
way of life 

 

Adam Vingan  

Feb 2, 2021   

 

Justin Morissette had just returned home from his shift as a radio 
producer at Sportsnet 650 on Aug. 22, 2020, when he heard something 
unpleasant. 

Anti-LGBTQ street preachers were sermonizing on the sidewalk outside 
Morissette’s apartment building in Davie Village, a gay enclave in the 
West End section of Vancouver, B.C. 

“The fact that this was happening in the heart of the gay community in 
downtown Vancouver (was) not an accident,” said Morissette, 33. “These 
people clearly came to spread this in a spot where they knew it would be 
the most hurtful.” 

Morissette confronted the preachers, who were unwilling to leave or 
lower the volume, so he snatched the microphone and walked away. 

“What good is a P.A. system if you don’t have a mic to run into it in the 
first place?” Morissette said. “I tried to get at the P.A. and turn it down but 
was shoved away from doing that, so my follow-up plan was just to take 
the mic altogether.” 

As Morissette was leaving, one of the men trapped him in a full-nelson 
wrestling hold and wrenched his left leg. It snapped. 

Morissette suffered a broken tibia and fibula, a “very badly” dislocated 
knee and a banged-up shoulder from when he hit the ground. 

“It was probably the worst experience of my whole life,” Morissette said. 
“I was in the hospital for 27 days and couldn’t walk for about 17, I think, 
of those days. I still can’t walk, honestly, but couldn’t even stand up for 
the first 17 days.” 

Morissette’s deed became a national story. Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau phoned Morissette while he was in the hospital to express 
gratitude. He also heard from then-Ottawa Senators defenseman Mark 
Borowiecki, who came across the story as he scrolled through the CBC 
News app on his phone. 

Borowiecki posted a screenshot of the article in an Instagram story, and 
with the help of his followers, connected with Morissette. They struck up 
a friendship, with Borowiecki helping Morissette through some 
particularly difficult days by sharing his personal experiences with injury 
rehab. 

“His story behind what had happened and him standing up for LGBTQ 
rights and suffering the consequences of it, for lack of a better term, it 
just really hit a nerve with me seeing that he was in trouble,” said 
Borowiecki, 31. “I wanted to make sure I reached out to him and offered 
him some support.” 

About a month later, Morissette, home from the hospital, woke up from 
an afternoon nap to find a package from Borowiecki on the seat of his 

wheelchair. Inside were a pair of autographed, game-worn gloves and a 
note. 

Justin, 

Awesome work being an ally and good person. Wishing you a full 
recovery and good days ahead. Apologies for the smell. 

Your friend,  

Mark 

“He was a real bright light for me in a really dark moment,” Morissette 
said. “He didn’t do it for attention or whatever. He just did it because he 
saw a guy in a rough spot, and he felt compelled to try to help in the 
same way that I tried to help and put myself in this situation in the first 
place, or the same way he saw that robbery going on in Gastown and felt 
compelled to help.” 

In December 2019, Borowiecki was shopping for baby supplies during a 
day off in Vancouver when he stumbled on an attempted robbery. The 
hard-nosed defenseman subdued the burglar, who fled empty-handed 
after breaking into a parked car. 

“I’m fairly confident physically and in my physical abilities, so in a 
situation like that, I didn’t really mind stepping up and doing what I 
thought was right,” Borowiecki said. 

In that moment, “BoroCop,” the nickname given to Borowiecki at the 
outset of his professional career, took on new meaning. It was a fitting 
moniker long before then, though, both on and off the ice. 

“I think it’s just instinctual or intrinsic,” Borowiecki said about his 
dedication to helping others. “My parents raised me by impressing upon 
me a strong sense of right and wrong. Hockey’s a big part of my identity, 
but it’s not everything about me. I take a lot of pride in being a successful 
hockey player, but I take even more pride in trying to be a good person.” 

“Mark has been like that all his life,” said Borowiecki’s mother, Cynthia. 
“He’s always been one (who) likes to help people and root for the 
underdog. He’s always been (a) very kind, very empathetic person. 
That’s just something that’s innate within his personality. 

“If he sees (someone) being picked on, or there’s something wrong going 
on, he’s the first one to defend them. I think that goes out on the ice, too. 
Mark is a very moral person and very respectful, but respect has to be 
earned.” 

Borowiecki’s grit made him a fan favorite with the Senators. (Courtesy of 
the Ottawa Senators) 

When word of Borowiecki’s heroics in Vancouver reached Eric Gryba in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, the retired defenseman could only laugh. 

“That’s so Boro,” Gryba said. “He’s salt of the earth. For as tough-as-
nails as he is, he’s really softhearted.” 

Gryba was present for the birth of “BoroCop,” a play on the title of the 
1987 film about a street-cop-turned-cyborg. He was playing for the AHL’s 
Binghamton Senators when Borowiecki turned pro in 2011. 

“I was definitely really reckless when I came into pro hockey,” Borowiecki 
said. “It’s something I still struggle with a little bit now, that line and how 
to tread it. The guys jokingly started saying that I was always on patrol in 
the American League. Then it spiraled into this ‘BoroCop’ nickname.” 

An unheralded prospect drafted in the fifth round in 2008, Borowiecki 
decided he would make a name for himself by “fighting anyone and 
hitting everything that moves,” which was not limited to opponents. 

“I’m pretty sure he’s fought people in practice,” Gryba said. “Sometimes 
in practice I would have to say, ‘Holy shit, Boro. I don’t want to get hit 
today. Please don’t hit me. I’m sore. We played last night. I just want to 
stretch the legs today. I don’t want to get freaking buried in practice.’ His 
(intensity) is an everyday thing, that’s for sure.” 

That intensity fueled Borowiecki’s ascent to the Ottawa Senators’ blue 
line. Over parts of nine seasons, he developed a reputation as one of the 
hardest hitters in the league and set the tone in the dressing room.  
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“He really just kept people on his team honest,” said Gryba, Borowiecki’s 
teammate and occasional defensive partner until 2015. “He was always 
patrolling on and off the ice and keeping other people honest, whether it 
was in practice and working probably the hardest out of anybody, and the 
same thing in the gym. 

“That nickname fits him just too well. (It’s) his presence and the way he 
just holds people accountable, whether it’s in games fighting, playing 
hard and playing physical, or with his teammates, playing hard against 
them in practice and showing them how hard he works on and off the 
ice.” 

The Predators signed Borowiecki to a two-year contract in October 2020. 
(Kim Klement / USA Today) 

The Predators were short on those particular intangibles after a string of 
playoff disappointments. The relentless work ethic that was once the 
franchise’s calling card had deteriorated. Center Matt Duchene recently 
went as far as to say that the Predators were “fragile” last season. 

After years of chasing skill players, Predators general manager David 
Poile changed course by prioritizing toughness this past offseason. Enter 
Borowiecki, who signed a two-year, $4 million contract in his first foray 
into free agency. 

“It was definitely a big factor,” Borowiecki said. “On-ice, they expressed 
they wanted a little more jam and some bite and some compete, and 
obviously that’s what I’m known for.” 

When Borowiecki arrived in Nashville, he did not see an absence of 
strong leadership in the dressing room. He saw his job as supporting the 
Predators’ established leaders by emphasizing the importance of hard 
work.  

“Work ethic and mental toughness and character, these are the things 
that I think are a foundation for a team,” Borowiecki said. “When you 
have these qualities in a group, I think when times get tough and puck 
luck doesn’t go your way and bounces don’t go your way for whatever 
reasons, you always have that to fall back on.  

“I don’t think you ever want to be this team that’s high on high-end talent, 
coasts through a bunch of easy wins, and then when the going gets 
tough, you have no foundation to fall back on. I think that’s something 
that we’re trying to build here, and I think it’s going to do us a really good 
service not even just this year but as this organization progresses 
forward, too.” 

Although the Predators are 4-5-0 this season, they have shown signs of 
being more resilient. When Borowiecki has been in the lineup, he has 
helped shore up the third defensive pair, one of the Predators’ 
weaknesses in recent years. 

“One of the best people I’ve met playing this game,” said Duchene, who 
previously played with Borowiecki with the Senators from 2017-19. “He 
(has) such a big heart. As mean as he is on the ice, he’s a teddy bear off 
it. Great teammate, guy who will do anything to help you win. … Guy that 
will fight anybody. Scary guy to play against. He’s freakishly strong, like 
one of the strongest guys I’ve ever been around. I don’t think I can say 
one negative thing about the guy.” 

Borowiecki with 11-month-old son Miles. (Courtesy of Mark Borowiecki) 

There was a time when Borowiecki strongly considered becoming a 
police officer. Before committing to Clarkson University to play hockey, 
he thought about attending the Royal Military College of Canada and 
serving in the armed forces.  

“I thought long and hard about it,” Borowiecki said pursuing a career in 
law enforcement. “You can ask most hockey players when they’re in the 
American League and they’re not sure what their path forward is in 
professional hockey. You start trying to get your ducks in a row and 
prepare for a life after hockey. That was something that appealed to me, 
and I was pretty serious about it.” 

“Mark’s not a desk type,” Cynthia said. 

Borowiecki’s priorities changed last February, when wife Tara gave birth 
to the couple’s first child, a son named Miles. Now, Borowiecki plans to 
spend his post-hockey life instilling in Miles the core beliefs that have 
guided him.  

“I don’t think I do anything above and beyond,” Borowiecki said. “I just try 
to live my life a certain way. Tara and I, we have a certain set of values 
that we live by, and I just don’t compromise on those. That’s trying to be 
polite and kind to everyone I come across.  

“Sometimes you get these incidents like (the foiled robbery in Vancouver) 
and they bring you some accolades or temporary fame or something, but 
it’s not why I act the way I act. I just think it’s the right way to live your 
life.” 

In that sense, “BoroCop” is never off duty. 

“He expects himself to be honest, but he also expects everyone else to 
be honest and do things the right way, because he does things the right 
way,” Gryba said. “No one’s ever going to point the finger at him and say, 
‘You didn’t train hard enough. You lied. You cheated.’ That doesn’t 
happen in Boro’s world. He’s able to hold people accountable because 
he is who he is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unlikely Maple Leafs heroes shine in comeback win: 
‘Hammer time, baby!’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 11, 2021, 12:17 AM 

 

“Sometimes you can't score, but I just keep working.” — Ilya Mikheyev 

Renown sharpshooter William Nylander was alone and opened up on the 
left circle, his right-curved weapon cocked back in anticipation, eager to 
break a 1-1 defensive struggle wide open in the third period. 

Surely, pointman Justin Holl — he of 10 shots all year — would feed 
Nylander in his wheelhouse as the Toronto Maple Leafs broke into the 
Montreal Canadiens’ zone. 

After all, the teammates had recently debated whether Holl was a disher 
or shooter, and Holl had been confident he was the former. 

But sometimes a man just feels the urge to shoot his shot. 

Caution to wind. 

“Right when I wound up, I saw Willie out of the corner of my eye beaver-
tailing,” Holl said, describing Wednesday’s turning point. “So, as I came 
down, I was like, ‘Oh, man. Willie’s going to want this biscuit,’ you know? 
But it went in, and all’s well that ends well.” 

As Holl and the Toronto Maple Leafs snatched a lead on enemy Bell 
Centre ice, Nylander embraced his neglecter with a message: “You are a 
shooter.” 

“So, it’s confirmed,” Holl deadpanned. 

“It’s actually been a while since I scored on a goalie. I think my last one 
was an empty-netter, and then it was a while previously before that one. 
It feels good.” 

Before Holl could retreat to the visitors’ room and celebrate the timely 
snuffing of his 350-day goal drought, Sportsnet’s Kyle Bukaukas asked if 
he’d envisioned his first of 2021 being a rocket, long-range slapshot that 
zipped high past Carey Price. 

“Oh, yeah. Hammertime, baby!” Holl responded. “Just kidding.” 

A grin, and a win. 

Another one. 
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The Maple Leafs’ league-best 11th victory — a gutty, come-from-behind 
4-2 triumph over their nearest North Division pursuers — didn’t look quite 
like the 10 that preceded it. 

After red-hot Josh Anderson beat Frederik Andersen on Montreal’s first 
shot of the night, Toronto’s box-score heroes were the most unlikely sort. 

Defenceman Travis Dermott has been in and out of the lineup all year, 
first for the club’s evaluation of newcomer Mikko Lehtonen and more 
recently with a nasty charley horse. But Dermott made no mistake when 
given a shooting lane after an extended shift of O-zone pressure wore 
down Montreal. 

He sniped high-blocker on Price, beating the future Hall of Famer clean 
for his first in 405 days. 

Dermott’s celebratory “Woooo!” could be heard clear over the fake crowd 
noise. 

“Nice to get one,” Dermott said. “I wasn’t planning on coming out and 
scoring goals today.” 

Holl and Dermott set the table for the longest drought-buster of all: Ilya 
Mikheyev scored his first goal, the eventual winner, in 411 days. 

The last time the Russian lit the lamp was on that horrifying night in New 
Jersey, Dec. 27, 2019, when he sped off the ice with a lacerated wrist 
and was whisked to the hospital. 

The winger says he doesn’t think of his long journey between goals, that 
he’s just been trying to help the team in any way possible. 

But Mikheyev was no less pleased to see his 23rd shot of the year finally 
strike gold. Ditto his teammates. 

“He must’ve had the most chances in the league without one yet,” said 
John Tavares, who gathered two assists. 

Auston Matthews lit up with a chance to big-up Mikheyev. 

“He’s so fast,” Matthews said. “You see it every night, his ability to get 
around defenders and get in there on the forecheck first. He’s had plenty 
of instances this season where he’s just blown by the defence and he’s 
hit crossbars or the goalie’s made a good save. 

“It just builds confidence throughout the lineup. Dermy’s been out for a 
bit. He comes back, scores a big, big goal for us. Holl as well. Mickey 
gets his first. I think that’s just all really positive stuff for us. Those guys 
start feeling it, get confidence, they start rolling. It’s great. It was a huge 
win for us tonight as well.” 

With Matthews and Mitch Marner screaming into Montreal with eight-
game goal and point streaks, respectively, who’d have picked those 
streaks to get snuffed? 

Instead, 1,166 collective days of individual Leafs’ goal slumping came to 
an end. On Carey Price, no less. 

“They only pull it out when it counts the most,” said coach Sheldon Keefe 
of Dermott and Holl. “In both cases, the defenders and probably the 
goaltender aren't expecting them to shoot like that and take them on.” 

With Montreal dominating possession if not the Grade-A’s in a tied game, 
Keefe had challenged his troops in the second intermission to deliver 
their best period of the year. 

Holl’s blast arrived 1:50 into the third frame. Mikheyev’s crease-crashing 
marker came 42 seconds later. 

Toronto has strengthened its reputation as a deep team patient enough 
to snatch two points in a burst. 

It’s about time the role players got a little shine. 

“We obviously rely heavily on our star players, and they’re bringing it 
every night. But on the odd night that they’re held in check,” Holl said, 
“it’s nice to see some secondary scoring. That’s the mark of really good 
teams.” 

Heck, Holl might not even bother considering Nylander’s feelings next 
time he loads up the Howitzer. 

“I've uncorked it now,” Holl smiled. “There's no turning back.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks face make-or-break set vs. Flames with more 
than just wins at stake 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

February 10, 2021, 8:25 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Shaken by a five-game losing streak, the culmination of 
a dreadful start that has imperilled more than their season, the 
Vancouver Canucks’ next four games against the Calgary Flames may 
be the only playoff games they see in 2021. 

Lose the series and they’re out – of playoff contention anyway. Lose 
badly, and it’s possible general manager Jim Benning or coach Travis 
Green or both could be out of a job, swallowed by the crater created by a 
young team that has followed last summer’s breakthrough by losing 10 of 
its first 16 games in a pandemic-shortened season. 

Incredibly, those 16 games were played over a span of just 27 days. 
When the team limped home from Toronto overnight Monday and awoke 
to an honest-to-goodness day off, it meant Tuesday was the first night 
since Jan. 11 that Vancouver players went to bed without having played 
and without a game the next day. 

They practised Wednesday at Rogers Arena for Thursday night’s opener 
against the Flames. 

It was the fourth time in four weeks the Canucks fully practised. Then 
they answered questions on Zoom, where they were hit with every 
conspiracy theory short of QAnon. 

No, goalie Thatcher Demko said, the Canucks’ poor start is not because 
players were so upset at losing popular teammates in free agency last 
October that they’re playing badly – deliberately or accidentally. 

No, captain Bo Horvat said, the lack of a contract extension for Green 
has not fuelled uncertainty among players or affected their buy-in for 
what the coach is preaching. 

Yes, Green said, the debilitating schedule has been an issue. 

“I think it's been brutal,” Green said. “It's a lot of games, 10 games on the 
road. We own the losses, though. I'm not saying that we deserve to win 
games that we haven't but I think the schedule has played a part of our 
start. It's probably cost us, I don't know, a point, two, three points. Who 
knows how many? But I think it's affected our group physically in a 
couple of ways. 

“It's easy to say, well, you've played 16 games in 26 or 27 days. But the 
games wear you down, especially early in the year. We haven't had a 
chance to recover, some of our players, in those games. And I think we 
really missed the practice time. You work on your structure, your details, 
in practice. We've been trying to show it in video but you need to run 
through it, especially again, early in the season. 

“We play a high-energy, direct game, and I think that's very structured. 
We want structure in our game, and we haven't been able to get to either 
as much as we'd like because of the schedule. Again, we own it, but it's 
also reality that we have had a heavy schedule.” 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

The Canucks, of course, agreed to the schedule that started with an 
inhumane 13 games in 21 nights – more than any other team. 
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Considering they did this while trying to incorporate new players, remake 
their leadership group and reclaim their identity in the wake of the free-
agency exodus, it’s impossible to overlook the schedule as a contributing 
factor. 

But it’s not the lone gunman. There is no simple, singular explanation for 
how poorly the team has played, surrendering at least five goals in nine 
of 16 games, allowing a ghastly 3.94 goals per game while their young 
stars – the foundation of the rebuilt team – regress. 

It’s a lot of things. But only one thing can save them now: winning. 

The Canucks appeared to finally rediscover their identity Monday against 
the Maple Leafs. After losing four games in Montreal and Toronto by an 
aggregate score of 23-9, they dominated the formidable Leafs for two 
periods, outshooting them 27-7, before surrendering highly-preventable 
goals 11 seconds apart in the third period to lose 3-1. 

Vancouver’s fractured form before that had been alarming. The team 
looked broken, which is why it was vital for the Canucks to display the 
urgency and engagement they did on Monday. 

But now they’ve got to start winning. The bottom line is now the bottom 
line. 

The fourth-worst team in the NHL by winning percentage, the Canucks 
are sixth in the Canadian division, a point behind the Flames, who have 
played four fewer games. The Leafs and Canadiens look unstoppable – 
except by each other – atop the division, but the Canucks have also lost 
touch with the Edmonton Oilers and Winnipeg Jets and could soon see 
the Flames pass across the horizon in front of them. The teams play 
three games in Vancouver and, next Wednesday, one in Calgary. 

“I think the most important thing is just sticking together,” Demko said. 
“When times get hard. . . human nature, it's easy to kind of start thinking 
about yourself and maybe get down on yourself, get down on the team. 
It's only natural to do that. But I think the teams that can pull through 
times like this are teams that stick together and stay confident in 
themselves and one another. I think we have a group that can do that. 
Guys care about each other.” 

On the theory that these caring players have quit on their GM or coach, 
the goalie who possesses a psychology degree said: “I can shut that 
down, I think. I don't think that anyone is holding that against 
management or coach or whatever. Guys are focused on winning. They 
know that the business side of things is going to happen sometimes and 
guys are going to leave, get traded, sign somewhere else, what have 
you. Guys are well aware of that and they know that you you've got to 
move on and focus on the task at hand. Guys are trying to win.” 

“When you lose five in a row. . . there's some urgency, there's probably 
some doubt,” Green said. “That's no secret; that's the way it is in sport. 
I've said it many times to our team that we play our best hockey when 
you play with confidence and you play with urgency. But inside our locker 
room, are the guys feeling full of confidence? Probably not. But the best 
way to get confidence back is go play your ass off and play hard.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens struggle to find edge against surprisingly stingy 
Maple Leafs 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

February 11, 2021, 12:20 AM 

 

MONTREAL — It was just over a minute into the action when Josh 
Anderson put his head down, out-muscled John Tavares, took a step 
toward the inside of the ice and put a shot through Frederik Andersen to 
give the Montreal Canadiens a 1-0 lead over the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Wednesday night at the Bell Centre. 

And it was in the 57th minute of play that Anderson’s teammate, Tomas 
Tatar, took a determined drive into Toronto’s zone, scrambled to keep 
the play alive, gained possession of the puck, passed it back to the point 
and then beat Morgan Rielly clean to the net to tap home his fourth goal 
of the season. 

Everything that happened between those two plays — from Montreal’s 
side of it — was a mirage. Sure, the Canadiens built up a decisive edge 
in shots and expected goals at 5-on-5, they technically had the majority 
of the scoring chances and played the Leafs even on special teams, but 
as Canadiens forward Corey Perry put it, Andersen “saw most of the 
shots” in this 4-2 win for Toronto. 

For accuracy’s sake, Andersen saw all of them — at 5-on-5, on the 
power play and on the penalty kill — and this was after the Canadiens 
spent two days practising their physical engagement following two 
lacklustre games against the Ottawa Senators last week. 

The Canadiens just couldn’t find their way to the middle of the ice, they 
couldn’t find a way to Andersen’s crease and they just couldn’t get the 
edge they were looking for — no matter what both the ordinary and fancy 
stats said at the end of the game. And at 4-on-4 they were completely 
outclassed, with the Maple Leafs running a fire drill in their end for two 
goals. 

On the first one, four of Montreal’s most reliable players — Phillip 
Danault, Brendan Gallagher, Shea Weber and Ben Chiarot — couldn’t 
execute a single play. 

“Four times we had the puck and we gave it back to them in our end 
before they scored,” said Canadiens coach Claude Julien about the shot 
from Travis Dermott that beat goaltender Carey Price clean. “For sure 
that knocked some of the wind out of our sails, and it gave them energy.” 

The Leafs took it into the third period, and seconds after Justin Holl 
scored his first goal of the year 1:50 in on what Julien referred to as a 
“duplicate” sequence, Ilya Mikheyev went unmarked by Brett Kulak and 
scored his first. 

“They were costly errors,” said Julien. “Toronto’s a team that makes you 
pay when you make those types of errors.” 

Let’s talk about the 11-2-1, North Division-leading Maple Leafs for a 
second, because they were definitely opportunistic on this night, but they 
also had a different complexion about them than we’ve become 
accustomed to over the last few seasons. 

They’re usually a high-flying, risk-it-for-goals group, one not afraid to 
sacrifice a little defence for offence, but on this night the Leafs took 
Montreal’s best punch early and remained patient instead of forcing the 
issue. They conceded the outside shots and clamped down the middle of 
the ice, they cleared rebounds in front of Andersen and bodies away from 
his crease and they let the game come to them instead of snatching it by 
the throat. 

At one point, shortly after taking a two-goal lead, Toronto’s top line, 
featuring two of the most prolific point-producers of a generation — 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner — peeled out of their forecheck and 
joined the rest of their teammates in an 0-5 trap in the neutral zone. 

They respected the Canadiens, who came into the game with an 8-2-2 
record and as the NHL’s highest-scoring team. As Matthews put it 
afterwards, “That’s a good team over there.” 

He and his teammates did everything they could to make the Canadiens 
look less than good. One of the main ways they did it was by not feeding 
them in transition (where Montreal excelled last time these two teams 
met — in Toronto on opening night), and they held their ground in all 
three zones. 

“They played a solid defensive game,” said Perry. “You’ve got to give 
credit when they play well.” 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe definitely liked what he saw. 

"Defensively today, we just didn't give them much at all,” he said. “In fact, 
I had this as the lowest number of scoring chances we gave up in a 
game all season." 
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It looked like the least amount of legitimate scoring chances the 
Canadiens generated in their 13 games to date, and it wasn’t solely 
because of how the Maple Leafs played them. 

“I think we can be better at creating our turnovers and playing that game 
down low and getting to the front of the net and crashing the net,” said 
Perry. “Every (Canadiens) goal…you see where they were scored 
tonight, in that five-, 10-foot area in the crease. You have to go there.” 

On the other side of the ice, Dermott’s shot beat Price from 35 feet out. 
And Holl’s was a missile from just inside the blue line. But Price’s view 
was unobstructed on both goals. 

The 33-year-old made three stops on Matthews, three on Tavares, two 
on Marner and two on William Nylander. He made some really strong 
ones on a couple of tip plays, and he had no chance on Mikheyev’s and 
wasn’t even in the net for Zach Hyman’s goal with 1:04 remaining. 

But the two Price couldn’t block from Dermott and Holl proved costly. 

Still, the Canadiens couldn’t make up for it with the type of direct play 
we’ve seen them build their early season reputation on. 

Joel Armia came back after seven games out with a concussion, and he 
played well. Perry, who had replaced Armia in his absence, shifted down 
to the fourth line and bumped Canadiens assistant captain Paul Byron 
out of the lineup. 

It was understandable — Byron is without a goal so far — but perhaps 
they could’ve used the speedy winger in this one. He plays hard north-
south hockey, and very much in the image of this Canadiens team when 
they’re executing the way they want to. 

The Canadiens didn’t have it, the Maple Leafs did, and corrections are in 
order before the Edmonton Oilers take the ice at the Bell Centre on 
Thursday night. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: What Hextall, Burke hirings say about the 
Penguins 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

February 10, 2021, 11:35 AM 

 

There’s a lot this week — Tuesday was an insane day. So let’s start with 
what the hirings of Ron Hextall and Brian Burke say about Pittsburgh. 

As the Penguins interviewed the various candidates for their GM and 
President of Hockey Operations positions, a vision emerged — go for it 
this year, see where we finish and map our future in the aftermath. 

That’s true. 

“We want to be as good as we can be right now with three of the best 
players in the world,” Hextall said at the introductory media conference. 
“And we’ll address things as we go along.” 

“We’ve got some tough decisions if this team can’t get there,” Burke 
added in an interview for 31 Thoughts: The Podcast. “(But) let’s see if we 
can get them there. What additions can we make?” 

Burke knows that won’t be simple. Pittsburgh is low on picks and 
prospects. It’s clear the Penguins were immediately dialled in on Hextall, 
only needing to look five hours east for his drafting and development 
resumé. It was interesting to hear him say he isn’t “a one-trick pony” 
when asked about his reputation for patience. They know what’s 
expected of them. 

It’s also why the Penguins’ job wasn’t as coveted as it should be. Some 
candidates weren’t crazy about being the one to dismantle the Sidney 

Crosby/Evgeni Malkin/Kris Letang champions. (Malkin and Letang can be 
extended this summer. Crosby has four more years under contract.) It is 
generally believed Pittsburgh wants all three to finish their careers in the 
organization. But, as my grandmother said, “You plan, God laughs.” 

You’d get punched in the face if you hinted Hextall is scared of anything. 
Burke was incredulous at the idea the challenge is too great. 

“I’ve never looked at a hill and said it’s too tall or too high,” he replied. “I 
had GMs call me today and say, ‘You’re out of your mind. You’re going 
into a minefield with nothing but poor options in front of you. This will end 
badly — what are you thinking?’ I don’t see it that way. I’ve got special 
players, a GM I trust, a coach I trust, let’s see what we can do. 

“The notion you wouldn’t take job because of the hurdles or sand traps in 
front of you, that thinking has never entered into my mind. My mind is you 
give me enough time, give me the resources, I can fix this. I’ve taken 
over teams where the list of challenges was as long as your arm…. 
That’s not the Pittsburgh Penguins. If you’re a guy who looks at a hill and 
says it’s too high, then do something else, man. Sell life insurance or do 
something else.” 

The Hextall/Burke hiring comes at a time where I’m thinking the GM job 
has become too big for one person. When the Rangers held their media 
conference last week following Tony DeAngelo’s removal, both John 
Davidson and Jeff Gorton were there. Davidson, the president, handled 
the bigger-picture queries while Gorton answered the hockey-related 
questions. The proper structure (although I recognize finances are an 
issue during the pandemic) is probably your “hockey person” and your 
“manager.” 

The hockey person sets your identity. What you want, who you draft, who 
you acquire, overall philosophy. Too many GMs never see players. Go 
see them and find them. Set the plan, create the team. Your manager, on 
the other hand, is around every day. Goes to practice. Attends all games. 
Communicates with everyone around the team. Puts out fires, manages 
up, does a lot of media. It’s no longer a one-person job. Burke and 
Hextall can work that way. 

Hextall was expected to reach out to Crosby after the media availability 
Wednesday, get his opinion. They’ll continue to seek help for a banged-
up blueline. It will be interesting to learn how they feel about the Tristan 
Jarry/Casey DeSmith goaltending tandem. It would be a surprise if Chris 
Pryor, let go as assistant GM after 20 years in Philadelphia following 
Hextall’s firing, did not join him in western Pennsylvania. 

At the end of Tuesday’s briefing, Hextall was asked about the 
Flyers/Penguins rivalry. 

“I love rivalries,” he said, a big smile widening across his face. “I love 
hating the other team — it’s what makes sports special.” 

There were a lot of hard feelings on both sides of his exit from 
Philadelphia. If nothing else, this throws another Carolina pepper on the 
menu. 

1. Hextall had the opportunity for an assistant GM role in Seattle. He 
declined because he wanted to be a GM. Score one for betting on 
yourself. 

2. Whenever we finished an intermission on a Sportsnet hockey 
broadcast, Burkie would tell everyone they did a great job, except me. He 
could do it 300 times, and it never failed to make me laugh. I will miss it. 

The nine interviews I’m aware of for Pittsburgh were (in alphabetical 
order) interim GM Patrik Allvin (who returns to his assistant GM role), 
Burke, Boston’s John Ferguson, Michael Futa, Hextall, OHL London’s 
Mark Hunter, Jason Karmanos, Colorado’s Chris MacFarland and NHL 
Network’s Kevin Weekes. Weekes, I believe, got a long look for the role 
Burke received. It opens more possibilities for him. 

3. Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen prefers to do things quietly. He can’t 
be thrilled with what’s been a “noisy” season, from Pierre-Luc DuBois to 
John Tortorella to Patrik Laine to Mikko Koivu’s sudden retirement. The 
Blue Jackets need the Laine deal to work; it’s critical. Everyone saw 
some kind of coach/player skirmish occurring — it was pretty much 
inevitable. But Kekalainen hoped it wouldn’t be so quickly. 

Tortorella said Laine’s benching “wasn’t because of the missed 
assignment” on Brock McGinn’s 2–2 goal Monday night, and multiple 
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sources indicate it happened when Laine blew off one of the coaches 
who tried to talk to him about it. Tortorella has his code, and that would 
violate it. 

There’s a theory Tortorella wants out, that he’s forcing the Blue Jackets 
to fire him. Everything I hear is that’s absolutely not the case — he feels 
a loyalty to the organization and the players there who’ve supported him 
to find a way to overcome all the challenges they’ve faced. I can see 
Kekalainen wanting to turn down the temperature, end the drama and 
just play. Columbus is very much in the race, although COVID-related 
shutdowns have them and surprising Chicago way ahead in games 
played. 

4. Koivu’s sudden retirement keeps Columbus chasing all options at 
centre. 

5. This story will continue to unfold on Wednesday, but post-game media 
availabilities following Vegas’s 5-4 win over Anaheim on Tuesday night 
were prematurely terminated. As I write this, there’s no clarity on why 
Tomas Nosek did not return for the third period, but it’s clear there’s 
concern about how this unfolded. 

The Golden Knights will not practice and have no availability on 
Wednesday, suggesting another shutdown is possible. There is a lot of 
worry about the new B1117 COVID strain, how aggressive it is, and what 
it can mean. It’s why the players are being asked to consider specific 
testing to find out which strain they are infected with, if they do test 
positive. 

In last week’s blog, there was a section about how the NFL and the 
Centre for Disease Control went public with the league’s data, with 
results indicating that teams were not infecting each other thanks to well-
ventilated, large-sized football stadia. Even if specific scientific proof is 
not available, it is clear hockey is a far different animal; we have to treat it 
as such. 

As the number of cases grew last week in Buffalo, Minnesota and New 
Jersey, so did the call for increased rapid testing. The NHL and NHLPA 
worked to secure more “docking stations,” the machines that determine 
the results of rapid screenings. Expect more of this testing before games 
and in situations, like Buffalo, where infected teams return to practice 
after being shut down. 

6. A couple of contacts were saying on Tuesday they thought we could 
get to the point where morning skates and/or practices could be limited. 

7. When the NHL and NHLPA put together their 2020–21 season 
protocols, there was room to review things after four weeks. Depending 
on where you play, there’s different freedom of movement. In Canada, 
restrictions are tougher than those in Arizona or Florida. One of the 
conversations over the last few days was that players are going to have 
to recognize that movement will need to be limited — just home/hotel to 
rink, and nothing else, no matter where you reside. It’s not easy on 
anyone, but there’s no alternative. If tough protocols don’t work, there 
may be no escaping a pause to the season. 

8. Patrick Marleau passed Jaromir Jagr for third place on the all-time 
games list when he played number 1,734 on Tuesday night. It’s 
secondary to the health and safety concerns, but Marleau is now 22 
games behind Mark Messier for second spot on the list and 33 behind 
Gordie Howe for first overall. San Jose has 45 scheduled games 
remaining. Hopefully, this doesn’t become an awkward challenge through 
rescheduled games. 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

9. Sounds like Nashville is one of the teams interested in Vancouver’s 
Adam Gaudette. Boston was checking out Jake Virtanen, but I’m not sure 
where that stands. The Sharks poked around during the off-season. 

10. When it comes to the Canucks, there’s the numbers and there’s the 
eye test. First, the numbers. According to Sportlogiq, entering last 
Saturday’s game in Toronto, the Canucks were 31st in even-strength 
shot attempts against, including from the slot and off the rush. There 
were low totals in creating scoring chances, limiting scoring chances 

against, creating offensive-zone possession time and limiting it against 
them. 

For Braden Holtby to openly stare down teammates — that’s really 
surprising, and an indication of how sideways everything’s gone. 
Something’s missing, particularly the cohesion/camaraderie that was part 
of their victories over Minnesota and St. Louis last summer. 

After Monday’s 3-1 loss to Toronto, Quinn Hughes said, “We have a lot of 
new pieces — we lost a lot of players from last year.” That was the 
Canucks’ 16th game of the season. Even with the loss of practice time 
and no exhibition games, that’s a long time for a team to still be finding its 
way. I can’t help but wonder if Travis Green being in the last year of his 
contract contributes to the overall malaise. The players saw some critical 
pieces leave in a similar scenario — do they think the same about their 
coach? 

11. This is not a shot at Vancouver as much as it is about the confidence 
of both Montreal and Toronto. Claude Julien and Sheldon Keefe were 
unafraid to play depth lines against Bo Horvat’s line. It was two coaches 
saying, “We’re deep and we’re going to win.” The Canadiens and Maple 
Leafs play Wednesday and Saturday. 

12. The Canadiens are averaging four goals per game. Last team to do 
it? The 1995-96 Penguins (4.41). 

13. Nashville scratched Nick Cousins in Tuesday’s 6–1 loss to Tampa 
Bay. It’s been a rough start there, and we’ll see where this goes. There 
would be interest depending on what the Predators decide to do. 

14. Paul Maurice’s emphatic defence of Blake Wheeler mentioned 
analytics, but it wasn’t really about analytics. It was about a coach feeling 
his captain deserves more local respect for choosing to stay in Winnipeg 
when others have left. 

15. The Jets did an excellent job of staying above water while 
shorthanded because of quarantine rules. The strict Canadian 
regulations have absolutely had an effect on Sam Bennett’s future, 
although if he keeps scoring alongside Johnny Gaudreau and Sean 
Monahan, the Flames won’t be too eager to do anything. Anaheim, 
Colorado and Columbus are among those who checked in. Curious to 
see if Pittsburgh does now that Burke is there. 

16. Ottawa was looking to ease a crowded blueline once Erik Brannstrom 
got up to speed (likely Mike Reilly to move). We’ll see where it goes now 
that, unfortunately, Brannstrom is out. They are trying to get Derek 
Stepan closer to his family. 

17. The NHL is working — immediately — to make certain that the 
Carolina/Columbus offside challenge snafu cannot happen again. 
Vincent Trocheck’s go-ahead 4–3 goal from Sunday’s 6–5 Hurricanes 
win was allowed to stand because a microphone was open that shouldn’t 
have been while the Situation Room in Toronto was talking to the 
linesmen. So, when the first replay was shown that didn’t clearly indicate 
an offside, something like, “That’s a good goal” was blurted out and the 
linesmen took it as gospel. (To his credit, NHL Executive Vice President 
Colin Campbell refused to name the individual involved. It was an 
accident, not deserving of being thrown under the bus. Besides, the 
higher you are up on the food chain, the more you are responsible for 
diving on grenades.) 

Due to COVID cleaning protocols for headsets, the league was unable to 
re-establish contact with the in-arena officials, and the goal was 
announced as good before anyone could stop it. During the intermission, 
Campbell cancelled the Blue Jackets’ delay of game penalty for a failed 
challenge, even though he’s technically not supposed to do that. It was 
the right thing to do — another Carolina goal would have been a total 
disaster. 

But Campbell wasn’t willing to violate Rule 37.2: “Any potential goal 
requiring video review must be reviewed prior to and/or during the next 
stoppage in play. No goal may be awarded (or disallowed) as the result 
of a video review once the puck has been dropped and play has 
resumed.” 

I look at it this way: It’s in the best interests of everyone — even the 
Hurricanes — to make sure this type of administrative error can be 
eliminated. Look for the league to investigate ways of cutting out the 
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middle man, giving the Situation Room direct ability to stop this from 
happening again. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

18. Home-ice records are better than ever, and here’s an example: 
Carolina has three losses. All of them are in the second of two-game 
road series: 4-2 at Detroit; 6-4 at Chicago; and 3-2 at Columbus. In that 
Central Division, road teams have just three wins in more than 20 such 
situations. They were stuck on one until two Tuesday-night victories: 
Tampa at Nashville; and Chicago 2-1 over Dallas. (The other was Florida 
in Detroit.) 

19. The Panthers are 7-1-2. They’ve overcome postponements due to 
breakouts on other teams, and the fact their starting goaltender had his 
pre-season preparation derailed by COVID. They didn’t allow the Keith 
Yandle situation to cause a meltdown. They’ve beaten teams they are 
supposed to beat. You can’t ask for a better performance. 

Now we find out what we’ve got here. The next 11 feature three games 
each with Carolina, Dallas and Tampa. 

20. Kind of disappointing Boston and Toronto don’t play this year. Those 
would be must-watch 

21. Last week’s edition of Scotiabank Wednesday Night Hockey featured 
Boston and Philadelphia. The Bruins feature The Perfection Line, 
exceptionally dangerous on offensive-zone draws. Down 3–0 to 
Washington two nights earlier, they got back-to-back scores immediately 
after faceoffs that keyed the comeback that won the game: 

“Offence does not always come from a faceoff win,” Woodcroft said. 
“You’d be surprised how much comes from a faceoff loss. You have to 
know who the threats are.” 

When it comes to Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak 
— they’re all threats. 

“The beauty is that everyone knows how they do it, but they still have 
success,” Woodcroft says. “Bergeron is dangerous on both his strong 
and weak sides. Even if he loses, everyone still finishes their routes 
because they know Marchand is sprinting in. He can be first to the puck 
or win the battle for it. They are so rehearsed, so lethal. Great chemistry.” 

For example, you cannot let Pastrnak get to the high or low slot. That’s 
where he’s headed, and the Bruins are going to find him. On the 3–2 
goal, look how he runs John Carlson into the post to create space. 

22. Since Woodcroft joined Winnipeg in 2016–17, Bergeron tortured the 
Jets like he tortured everyone else — winning 56 per cent of his draws. 
The positive is that the centre’s overall number during that time was 58 
per cent, so the Jets actually did better than most. How do you counter 
Perfection? 

“Our centres made it important,” he answered. “They cared about it. We 
made it a ‘specialty team,’ like the power play or the penalty kill. Every 

good team practises faceoff plays, and you’d go through Video: ‘This is 
Boston play one, this is Boston play two.’ We’d talk about the ‘sort out.’ 
What’s the ‘sort out’ when this happens, so when it does happen no one 
is surprised? It’s rare that you see a play you haven’t already seen, but 
you have to make sure everyone has clear routes and knows what they 
have to do. 

“If your centre doesn’t have enough strength on his stick, Bergeron will 
destroy you. He’s like a tornado. His torque is pure violence. Everyone 
else has to be wired, on their toes, ready to fight through a check. You 
want your defence to push people into the linesman, creating a mess.” 

Other than your centres, who was good at disruption? 

“(Brandon) Tanev is great at it, a winger blasting out at the point. (Blake) 
Wheeler is great at winning lost pucks.” 

Woodcroft sent two clips of Wheeler’s work. In the first, he ties up Vince 
Dunn after the Jets lose the first draw: 

In the second, Wheeler ends up with a glorious opportunity after reading 
the Bruins’ breakout on the second: 

23. In that Bruins/Flyers game, Bergeron had an unusually poor night in 
the circle — 12-26, just 46 per cent. He went four-of-15 head-to-head 

with Claude Giroux, another Woodcroft favourite. How good is he? Check 
out this clip of the Philly captain winning a draw off the outside edge of 
his strong-side foot: 

Not easy. 

Other centremen Woodcroft likes: Ryan O’Reilly, “the single greatest 
faceoff guy in the NHL. Dangerous on any dot;” Sidney Crosby 
“recognized a deficiency and worked to become one of the best. On the 
weak side, wins faceoffs a unique way — stands back and slaps the puck 
to the wall. Might be best on the weak side in NHL;” Luke Glendening; 
Radek Faksa; Brad Richardson “will drive right through you;” newly 
retired Mikko Koivu would “do different things versus a lefty than he will 
do versus a righty;” and Bo Horvat, “a bulldog.” Woodcroft also credited 
Tampa Bay’s creativity, using their weakside defenders — especially 
Victor Hedman — to create problems. 

24. Finally on this topic: Woodcroft once asked O’Reilly for a stick. He 
genuinely wanted the souvenir, but also wished to study a master’s tool. 
It has a stiff flex (115) and the centreman’s unique curve. 

“He knew exactly what I was doing,” Woodcroft laughed, “and signed it, 
‘To Todd, from your faceoff hero, Ryan O’Reilly.’” 

25. I didn’t ask Woodcroft about one of his newest commits, 20-year-old 
Andrei Buyalsky, but it’s an interesting story. He left his native 
Kazakhstan for USHL Dubuque in December. Buyalski had 11 points in 
his first 12 games as the Fighting Saints went on a hot streak. What 
wasn’t clear was his NHL Draft status. A couple of teams who saw him 
poked around, and it looks like, because he hasn’t played a full season, 
he’s eligible to be selected in the 2021 event. 

26. As the NHL (and NHLPA) figure out what to do with the draft, some 
OHL players are hopeful that league will consider a 25-game-ish 
schedule starting in April. Something is better than nothing. 

27. While the OHLers as a whole wait to see what happens, some will 
get the opportunity to play in the AHL. Scranton/Wilkes-Barre signed 
goalie Brett Brochu from the London Knights to a tryout contract. Brochu 
turned 18 before the season began and went undrafted in the NHL last 
fall, making him eligible for the opportunity. Toronto signed Pavel 
Gogolev, who had 96 points in 63 games for Guelph in 2019-20. He will 
be 21 next week. Shorthanded teams may continue this idea. 

28. There are rumours of the desire to hold a World Under-18 event this 
spring in Frisco, Texas. That’s where the Stars practice. 

29. The Professional Women’s Hockey Players’ Association announced 
a Dream Gap Tour game on Feb. 28 at Madison Square Garden. The 
only negative is that Canadian-based players won’t be able to participate 
due to cross-border laws. PWHPA chair Jayna Hefford said last week 
they will look at games in Canada once quarantine rules ease up in the 
country. 

30. The AHL announced Canadian Division schedules for February, but 
notice neither Ontario team — Belleville nor Toronto — has a home 
game. Road only to start for both, until the province eases its lockdown. 

31. Last week on 31 Thoughts: The Podcast, Jeff Marek and I talked to 
Tim Micallef and Sid Seixeiro, who started as interns at The Score. 
Another who followed that route was Kristian Jack, who worked his way 
to becoming one of this country’s most authoritative soccer voices. A 
couple of years ago, I remember tuning into the FIFA Women’s World 
Cup, seeing Kristian, and saying, “Wow, what a jump. Climbed his way to 
the top.” I was really happy for him. 

Every time I think of Brent Wallace, I remember someone who once told 
me, “Before I met you, I thought you were a huge jerk.” And now that you 
have met me? “I still think you’re a jerk.” 

I was almost run over by a car talking to Dan O’Toole at a crosswalk 
during the 2014 Stanley Cup Final. (We also shared an affinity for The 
Underground.) 

Kelly Hrudey, P.J. Stock and I had a great chat with Natasha 
Staniszewski one night when we walked into a bar after a Saturday night 
show and she was there. 

All of the radio cuts the other day? Brutal. There’s no other way to say it. 
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I can’t speak for everyone at Sportsnet and TSN, but I know that those of 
us who work in hockey are both friends and fierce competitors. We badly 
want to beat each other to stories, but we want each other to succeed, to 
thrive. You remember the good times shared. Whether in front of the 
camera or behind it, what happened in the last week is not about ability. 

Howard Stern, when he was fired from WNBC, was devastated. He 
thought his career was over. But his agent, Don Buchwald, walked in with 
a bottle of champagne, and told Stern this was going to be the best thing 
that ever happened to him. It was true, and Stern still reigns even though 
he lost his fastball a long, long time ago. 

There are a lot of people re-writing their priorities out of COVID, 
embracing paths they didn’t think possible. I hope, for all of them, that 
Stern’s history repeats itself. 
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There’s a lot this week — Tuesday was an insane day. So let’s start with 
what the hirings of Ron Hextall and Brian Burke say about Pittsburgh. 

As the Penguins interviewed the various candidates for their GM and 
President of Hockey Operations positions, a vision emerged — go for it 
this year, see where we finish and map our future in the aftermath. 

That’s true. 

“We want to be as good as we can be right now with three of the best 
players in the world,” Hextall said at the introductory media conference. 
“And we’ll address things as we go along.” 

“We’ve got some tough decisions if this team can’t get there,” Burke 
added in an interview for 31 Thoughts: The Podcast. “(But) let’s see if we 
can get them there. What additions can we make?” 

Burke knows that won’t be simple. Pittsburgh is low on picks and 
prospects. It’s clear the Penguins were immediately dialled in on Hextall, 
only needing to look five hours east for his drafting and development 
resumé. It was interesting to hear him say he isn’t “a one-trick pony” 
when asked about his reputation for patience. They know what’s 
expected of them. 

It’s also why the Penguins’ job wasn’t as coveted as it should be. Some 
candidates weren’t crazy about being the one to dismantle the Sidney 
Crosby/Evgeni Malkin/Kris Letang champions. (Malkin and Letang can be 
extended this summer. Crosby has four more years under contract.) It is 
generally believed Pittsburgh wants all three to finish their careers in the 
organization. But, as my grandmother said, “You plan, God laughs.” 

You’d get punched in the face if you hinted Hextall is scared of anything. 
Burke was incredulous at the idea the challenge is too great. 

“I’ve never looked at a hill and said it’s too tall or too high,” he replied. “I 
had GMs call me today and say, ‘You’re out of your mind. You’re going 
into a minefield with nothing but poor options in front of you. This will end 
badly — what are you thinking?’ I don’t see it that way. I’ve got special 
players, a GM I trust, a coach I trust, let’s see what we can do. 

“The notion you wouldn’t take job because of the hurdles or sand traps in 
front of you, that thinking has never entered into my mind. My mind is you 
give me enough time, give me the resources, I can fix this. I’ve taken 
over teams where the list of challenges was as long as your arm…. 
That’s not the Pittsburgh Penguins. If you’re a guy who looks at a hill and 

says it’s too high, then do something else, man. Sell life insurance or do 
something else.” 

The Hextall/Burke hiring comes at a time where I’m thinking the GM job 
has become too big for one person. When the Rangers held their media 
conference last week following Tony DeAngelo’s removal, both John 
Davidson and Jeff Gorton were there. Davidson, the president, handled 
the bigger-picture queries while Gorton answered the hockey-related 
questions. The proper structure (although I recognize finances are an 
issue during the pandemic) is probably your “hockey person” and your 
“manager.” 

The hockey person sets your identity. What you want, who you draft, who 
you acquire, overall philosophy. Too many GMs never see players. Go 
see them and find them. Set the plan, create the team. Your manager, on 
the other hand, is around every day. Goes to practice. Attends all games. 
Communicates with everyone around the team. Puts out fires, manages 
up, does a lot of media. It’s no longer a one-person job. Burke and 
Hextall can work that way. 

Hextall was expected to reach out to Crosby after the media availability 
Wednesday, get his opinion. They’ll continue to seek help for a banged-
up blueline. It will be interesting to learn how they feel about the Tristan 
Jarry/Casey DeSmith goaltending tandem. It would be a surprise if Chris 
Pryor, let go as assistant GM after 20 years in Philadelphia following 
Hextall’s firing, did not join him in western Pennsylvania. 

At the end of Tuesday’s briefing, Hextall was asked about the 
Flyers/Penguins rivalry. 

“I love rivalries,” he said, a big smile widening across his face. “I love 
hating the other team — it’s what makes sports special.” 

There were a lot of hard feelings on both sides of his exit from 
Philadelphia. If nothing else, this throws another Carolina pepper on the 
menu. 

1. Hextall had the opportunity for an assistant GM role in Seattle. He 
declined because he wanted to be a GM. Score one for betting on 
yourself. 

2. Whenever we finished an intermission on a Sportsnet hockey 
broadcast, Burkie would tell everyone they did a great job, except me. He 
could do it 300 times, and it never failed to make me laugh. I will miss it. 

The nine interviews I’m aware of for Pittsburgh were (in alphabetical 
order) interim GM Patrik Allvin (who returns to his assistant GM role), 
Burke, Boston’s John Ferguson, Michael Futa, Hextall, OHL London’s 
Mark Hunter, Jason Karmanos, Colorado’s Chris MacFarland and NHL 
Network’s Kevin Weekes. Weekes, I believe, got a long look for the role 
Burke received. It opens more possibilities for him. 

3. Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen prefers to do things quietly. He can’t 
be thrilled with what’s been a “noisy” season, from Pierre-Luc DuBois to 
John Tortorella to Patrik Laine to Mikko Koivu’s sudden retirement. The 
Blue Jackets need the Laine deal to work; it’s critical. Everyone saw 
some kind of coach/player skirmish occurring — it was pretty much 
inevitable. But Kekalainen hoped it wouldn’t be so quickly. 

Tortorella said Laine’s benching “wasn’t because of the missed 
assignment” on Brock McGinn’s 2–2 goal Monday night, and multiple 
sources indicate it happened when Laine blew off one of the coaches 
who tried to talk to him about it. Tortorella has his code, and that would 
violate it. 

There’s a theory Tortorella wants out, that he’s forcing the Blue Jackets 
to fire him. Everything I hear is that’s absolutely not the case — he feels 
a loyalty to the organization and the players there who’ve supported him 
to find a way to overcome all the challenges they’ve faced. I can see 
Kekalainen wanting to turn down the temperature, end the drama and 
just play. Columbus is very much in the race, although COVID-related 
shutdowns have them and surprising Chicago way ahead in games 
played. 

4. Koivu’s sudden retirement keeps Columbus chasing all options at 
centre. 

5. This story will continue to unfold on Wednesday, but post-game media 
availabilities following Vegas’s 5-4 win over Anaheim on Tuesday night 
were prematurely terminated. As I write this, there’s no clarity on why 
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Tomas Nosek did not return for the third period, but it’s clear there’s 
concern about how this unfolded. 

The Golden Knights will not practice and have no availability on 
Wednesday, suggesting another shutdown is possible. There is a lot of 
worry about the new B1117 COVID strain, how aggressive it is, and what 
it can mean. It’s why the players are being asked to consider specific 
testing to find out which strain they are infected with, if they do test 
positive. 

In last week’s blog, there was a section about how the NFL and the 
Centre for Disease Control went public with the league’s data, with 
results indicating that teams were not infecting each other thanks to well-
ventilated, large-sized football stadia. Even if specific scientific proof is 
not available, it is clear hockey is a far different animal; we have to treat it 
as such. 

As the number of cases grew last week in Buffalo, Minnesota and New 
Jersey, so did the call for increased rapid testing. The NHL and NHLPA 
worked to secure more “docking stations,” the machines that determine 
the results of rapid screenings. Expect more of this testing before games 
and in situations, like Buffalo, where infected teams return to practice 
after being shut down. 

6. A couple of contacts were saying on Tuesday they thought we could 
get to the point where morning skates and/or practices could be limited. 

7. When the NHL and NHLPA put together their 2020–21 season 
protocols, there was room to review things after four weeks. Depending 
on where you play, there’s different freedom of movement. In Canada, 
restrictions are tougher than those in Arizona or Florida. One of the 
conversations over the last few days was that players are going to have 
to recognize that movement will need to be limited — just home/hotel to 
rink, and nothing else, no matter where you reside. It’s not easy on 
anyone, but there’s no alternative. If tough protocols don’t work, there 
may be no escaping a pause to the season. 

8. Patrick Marleau passed Jaromir Jagr for third place on the all-time 
games list when he played number 1,734 on Tuesday night. It’s 
secondary to the health and safety concerns, but Marleau is now 22 
games behind Mark Messier for second spot on the list and 33 behind 
Gordie Howe for first overall. San Jose has 45 scheduled games 
remaining. Hopefully, this doesn’t become an awkward challenge through 
rescheduled games. 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

9. Sounds like Nashville is one of the teams interested in Vancouver’s 
Adam Gaudette. Boston was checking out Jake Virtanen, but I’m not sure 
where that stands. The Sharks poked around during the off-season. 

10. When it comes to the Canucks, there’s the numbers and there’s the 
eye test. First, the numbers. According to Sportlogiq, entering last 
Saturday’s game in Toronto, the Canucks were 31st in even-strength 
shot attempts against, including from the slot and off the rush. There 
were low totals in creating scoring chances, limiting scoring chances 
against, creating offensive-zone possession time and limiting it against 
them. 

For Braden Holtby to openly stare down teammates — that’s really 
surprising, and an indication of how sideways everything’s gone. 
Something’s missing, particularly the cohesion/camaraderie that was part 
of their victories over Minnesota and St. Louis last summer. 

After Monday’s 3-1 loss to Toronto, Quinn Hughes said, “We have a lot of 
new pieces — we lost a lot of players from last year.” That was the 
Canucks’ 16th game of the season. Even with the loss of practice time 
and no exhibition games, that’s a long time for a team to still be finding its 
way. I can’t help but wonder if Travis Green being in the last year of his 
contract contributes to the overall malaise. The players saw some critical 
pieces leave in a similar scenario — do they think the same about their 
coach? 

11. This is not a shot at Vancouver as much as it is about the confidence 
of both Montreal and Toronto. Claude Julien and Sheldon Keefe were 

unafraid to play depth lines against Bo Horvat’s line. It was two coaches 
saying, “We’re deep and we’re going to win.” The Canadiens and Maple 
Leafs play Wednesday and Saturday. 

12. The Canadiens are averaging four goals per game. Last team to do 
it? The 1995-96 Penguins (4.41). 

13. Nashville scratched Nick Cousins in Tuesday’s 6–1 loss to Tampa 
Bay. It’s been a rough start there, and we’ll see where this goes. There 
would be interest depending on what the Predators decide to do. 

14. Paul Maurice’s emphatic defence of Blake Wheeler mentioned 
analytics, but it wasn’t really about analytics. It was about a coach feeling 
his captain deserves more local respect for choosing to stay in Winnipeg 
when others have left. 

15. The Jets did an excellent job of staying above water while 
shorthanded because of quarantine rules. The strict Canadian 
regulations have absolutely had an effect on Sam Bennett’s future, 
although if he keeps scoring alongside Johnny Gaudreau and Sean 
Monahan, the Flames won’t be too eager to do anything. Anaheim, 
Colorado and Columbus are among those who checked in. Curious to 
see if Pittsburgh does now that Burke is there. 

16. Ottawa was looking to ease a crowded blueline once Erik Brannstrom 
got up to speed (likely Mike Reilly to move). We’ll see where it goes now 
that, unfortunately, Brannstrom is out. They are trying to get Derek 
Stepan closer to his family. 

17. The NHL is working — immediately — to make certain that the 
Carolina/Columbus offside challenge snafu cannot happen again. 
Vincent Trocheck’s go-ahead 4–3 goal from Sunday’s 6–5 Hurricanes 
win was allowed to stand because a microphone was open that shouldn’t 
have been while the Situation Room in Toronto was talking to the 
linesmen. So, when the first replay was shown that didn’t clearly indicate 
an offside, something like, “That’s a good goal” was blurted out and the 
linesmen took it as gospel. (To his credit, NHL Executive Vice President 
Colin Campbell refused to name the individual involved. It was an 
accident, not deserving of being thrown under the bus. Besides, the 
higher you are up on the food chain, the more you are responsible for 
diving on grenades.) 

Due to COVID cleaning protocols for headsets, the league was unable to 
re-establish contact with the in-arena officials, and the goal was 
announced as good before anyone could stop it. During the intermission, 
Campbell cancelled the Blue Jackets’ delay of game penalty for a failed 
challenge, even though he’s technically not supposed to do that. It was 
the right thing to do — another Carolina goal would have been a total 
disaster. 

But Campbell wasn’t willing to violate Rule 37.2: “Any potential goal 
requiring video review must be reviewed prior to and/or during the next 
stoppage in play. No goal may be awarded (or disallowed) as the result 
of a video review once the puck has been dropped and play has 
resumed.” 

I look at it this way: It’s in the best interests of everyone — even the 
Hurricanes — to make sure this type of administrative error can be 
eliminated. Look for the league to investigate ways of cutting out the 
middle man, giving the Situation Room direct ability to stop this from 
happening again. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

18. Home-ice records are better than ever, and here’s an example: 
Carolina has three losses. All of them are in the second of two-game 
road series: 4-2 at Detroit; 6-4 at Chicago; and 3-2 at Columbus. In that 
Central Division, road teams have just three wins in more than 20 such 
situations. They were stuck on one until two Tuesday-night victories: 
Tampa at Nashville; and Chicago 2-1 over Dallas. (The other was Florida 
in Detroit.) 

19. The Panthers are 7-1-2. They’ve overcome postponements due to 
breakouts on other teams, and the fact their starting goaltender had his 
pre-season preparation derailed by COVID. They didn’t allow the Keith 
Yandle situation to cause a meltdown. They’ve beaten teams they are 
supposed to beat. You can’t ask for a better performance. 
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Now we find out what we’ve got here. The next 11 feature three games 
each with Carolina, Dallas and Tampa. 

20. Kind of disappointing Boston and Toronto don’t play this year. Those 
would be must-watch 

21. Last week’s edition of Scotiabank Wednesday Night Hockey featured 
Boston and Philadelphia. The Bruins feature The Perfection Line, 
exceptionally dangerous on offensive-zone draws. Down 3–0 to 
Washington two nights earlier, they got back-to-back scores immediately 
after faceoffs that keyed the comeback that won the game: 

So, in preparation for our broadcast, we went to a faceoff guru, NCAA 
Vermont (@UVMhockey/@UVMwhockey) head coach Todd Woodcroft, 
for guidance. Woodcroft, who left the Winnipeg Jets after last season to 
lead the Catamounts, takes great pride in teaching the subtleties. 

“Offence does not always come from a faceoff win,” Woodcroft said. 
“You’d be surprised how much comes from a faceoff loss. You have to 
know who the threats are.” 

When it comes to Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak 
— they’re all threats. 

“The beauty is that everyone knows how they do it, but they still have 
success,” Woodcroft says. “Bergeron is dangerous on both his strong 
and weak sides. Even if he loses, everyone still finishes their routes 
because they know Marchand is sprinting in. He can be first to the puck 
or win the battle for it. They are so rehearsed, so lethal. Great chemistry.” 

For example, you cannot let Pastrnak get to the high or low slot. That’s 
where he’s headed, and the Bruins are going to find him. On the 3–2 
goal, look how he runs John Carlson into the post to create space. 

22. Since Woodcroft joined Winnipeg in 2016–17, Bergeron tortured the 
Jets like he tortured everyone else — winning 56 per cent of his draws. 
The positive is that the centre’s overall number during that time was 58 
per cent, so the Jets actually did better than most. How do you counter 
Perfection? 

“If your centre doesn’t have enough strength on his stick, Bergeron will 
destroy you. He’s like a tornado. His torque is pure violence. Everyone 
else has to be wired, on their toes, ready to fight through a check. You 
want your defence to push people into the linesman, creating a mess.” 

Other than your centres, who was good at disruption? 

“(Brandon) Tanev is great at it, a winger blasting out at the point. (Blake) 
Wheeler is great at winning lost pucks.” 

Woodcroft sent two clips of Wheeler’s work. In the first, he ties up Vince 
Dunn after the Jets lose the first draw: 

In the second, Wheeler ends up with a glorious opportunity after reading 
the Bruins’ breakout on the second: 

23. In that Bruins/Flyers game, Bergeron had an unusually poor night in 
the circle — 12-26, just 46 per cent. He went four-of-15 head-to-head 
with Claude Giroux, another Woodcroft favourite. How good is he? Check 
out this clip of the Philly captain winning a draw off the outside edge of 
his strong-side foot: 

Not easy. 

Other centremen Woodcroft likes: Ryan O’Reilly, “the single greatest 
faceoff guy in the NHL. Dangerous on any dot;” Sidney Crosby 
“recognized a deficiency and worked to become one of the best. On the 
weak side, wins faceoffs a unique way — stands back and slaps the puck 
to the wall. Might be best on the weak side in NHL;” Luke Glendening; 
Radek Faksa; Brad Richardson “will drive right through you;” newly 
retired Mikko Koivu would “do different things versus a lefty than he will 
do versus a righty;” and Bo Horvat, “a bulldog.” Woodcroft also credited 
Tampa Bay’s creativity, using their weakside defenders — especially 
Victor Hedman — to create problems. 

24. Finally on this topic: Woodcroft once asked O’Reilly for a stick. He 
genuinely wanted the souvenir, but also wished to study a master’s tool. 
It has a stiff flex (115) and the centreman’s unique curve. 

“He knew exactly what I was doing,” Woodcroft laughed, “and signed it, 
‘To Todd, from your faceoff hero, Ryan O’Reilly.’” 

25. I didn’t ask Woodcroft about one of his newest commits, 20-year-old 
Andrei Buyalsky, but it’s an interesting story. He left his native 
Kazakhstan for USHL Dubuque in December. Buyalski had 11 points in 
his first 12 games as the Fighting Saints went on a hot streak. What 
wasn’t clear was his NHL Draft status. A couple of teams who saw him 
poked around, and it looks like, because he hasn’t played a full season, 
he’s eligible to be selected in the 2021 event. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

26. As the NHL (and NHLPA) figure out what to do with the draft, some 
OHL players are hopeful that league will consider a 25-game-ish 
schedule starting in April. Something is better than nothing. 

27. While the OHLers as a whole wait to see what happens, some will 
get the opportunity to play in the AHL. Scranton/Wilkes-Barre signed 
goalie Brett Brochu from the London Knights to a tryout contract. Brochu 
turned 18 before the season began and went undrafted in the NHL last 
fall, making him eligible for the opportunity. Toronto signed Pavel 
Gogolev, who had 96 points in 63 games for Guelph in 2019-20. He will 
be 21 next week. Shorthanded teams may continue this idea. 

28. There are rumours of the desire to hold a World Under-18 event this 
spring in Frisco, Texas. That’s where the Stars practice. 

29. The Professional Women’s Hockey Players’ Association announced 
a Dream Gap Tour game on Feb. 28 at Madison Square Garden. The 
only negative is that Canadian-based players won’t be able to participate 
due to cross-border laws. PWHPA chair Jayna Hefford said last week 
they will look at games in Canada once quarantine rules ease up in the 
country. 

30. The AHL announced Canadian Division schedules for February, but 
notice neither Ontario team — Belleville nor Toronto — has a home 
game. Road only to start for both, until the province eases its lockdown. 

31. Last week on 31 Thoughts: The Podcast, Jeff Marek and I talked to 
Tim Micallef and Sid Seixeiro, who started as interns at The Score. 
Another who followed that route was Kristian Jack, who worked his way 
to becoming one of this country’s most authoritative soccer voices. A 
couple of years ago, I remember tuning into the FIFA Women’s World 
Cup, seeing Kristian, and saying, “Wow, what a jump. Climbed his way to 
the top.” I was really happy for him. 

Every time I think of Brent Wallace, I remember someone who once told 
me, “Before I met you, I thought you were a huge jerk.” And now that you 
have met me? “I still think you’re a jerk.” 

I was almost run over by a car talking to Dan O’Toole at a crosswalk 
during the 2014 Stanley Cup Final. (We also shared an affinity for The 
Underground.) 

Kelly Hrudey, P.J. Stock and I had a great chat with Natasha 
Staniszewski one night when we walked into a bar after a Saturday night 
show and she was there. 

All of the radio cuts the other day? Brutal. There’s no other way to say it. 

I can’t speak for everyone at Sportsnet and TSN, but I know that those of 
us who work in hockey are both friends and fierce competitors. We badly 
want to beat each other to stories, but we want each other to succeed, to 
thrive. You remember the good times shared. Whether in front of the 
camera or behind it, what happened in the last week is not about ability. 

Howard Stern, when he was fired from WNBC, was devastated. He 
thought his career was over. But his agent, Don Buchwald, walked in with 
a bottle of champagne, and told Stern this was going to be the best thing 
that ever happened to him. It was true, and Stern still reigns even though 
he lost his fastball a long, long time ago. 

There are a lot of people re-writing their priorities out of COVID, 
embracing paths they didn’t think possible. I hope, for all of them, that 
Stern’s history repeats itself. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Auston Matthews has become NHL's most 
dangerous goal scorer 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourne 

February 10, 2021, 2:23 PM 

 

Make no mistake, Auston Matthews was one of the best goal scorers in 
the NHL last year, and the year before. So “Auston Matthews is good at 
goal scoring” isn’t exactly shocking the masses as column topics go. 

But I do think it’s fair to say that he’s emerged from a pack of elite snipers 
to be the preeminent goal scorer in the league today, or at worst finds 
himself in a class that’s just him, David Pastrnak and the eternal Alex 
Ovechkin. 

Matthews, though, is my choice to win the most Rocket Richard Trophies 
in the years to come. 

So what’s changed this year that gives me that belief? How does 
someone already so good at something get better? Why is it that, when 
forecasting his goal output over 56 games, matching last year’s total of 
47…seems attainable? 

Well, there’s a few reasons… 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

The actual weight loss has been well-documented. He played last year at 
224 pounds and worked this off-season with personal trainer Ian Mack to 
get leaner without losing strength, and to gain flexibility. 

In theory that would help him in a variety of ways, from injury prevention 
to energy levels and of course, it should help his speed. And, yeah, that 
part at least definitely panned out. 

Reports were that by the time Matthews stepped on the scale to start the 
season he was 210, down some 14 pounds, or as they’d say in the UK, 
the lad is down a stone. 

Where I notice it most is through the neutral zone. It always seemed that 
when Matthews lugged the puck up the ice in the past, it was going to 
result in one (still reasonably dangerous) outcome. He was going to 
approach the defender, then try and shoot it through that player, using 
his patented angle change and deadly shot. Sometimes it went in, 
sometimes it didn’t, but what was coming was all but certain. 

Now I see him putting defenders on their heels because he’s got the 
pace to beat them wide. As that gets further established, he should see 
worse gaps (with D sagging off an extra half-step to prevent getting beat 
wide), meaning that “shoot through the D” option could become more 
dangerous (given it’s from a half-step closer in), and there could be more 
room above those D to make plays. 

We saw him pass JT Miller in an awkwardly developing play: 

We saw him adeptly cruise through the middle like a speedboat en route 
to this beauty: 

And there just seems to be more pace on plays across the blue line that 
haven’t ended in goals: 

I mean he’s flying in that clip. 

This was a guy whose greatest strength wasn’t just his shot, it was 
finding shots, finding soft spots to get those lasers off. When you’re 
lighter and have another gear you’re not just able to go faster, you’re able 
to go slower knowing you can get back up to that speed without massive 
effort, meaning you’re able to change pace more regularly. 

For someone who's good at finding soft spots, that ability should open up 
more holes than ever before. 

He’ll shoot at every spot, with no default 

One of Matthews’ strengths has always been unpredictability, and finding 
more space this season has allowed him the ability to be more selective 
with where he shoots. 

When you’re under duress, you usually auto-fire it at what are good 
scoring spots (which would generally be up high these days). The trend 
I’ve got below is waaaaay too early to label a legitimate change in his 
game, but it does highlight his penchant for variety, which keeps goalies 
off balance like a pitcher with a good mix of pitches. (Thanks to the 
people at Sportlogiq for this data.) 

Two things that interest me: how well he’s always spread his shooting 
around the net, but also the change in how often he’s gone low this 
season. 

Matthews’ goal breakdown in 2019-20: 

High Blocker - 13 (27.7%) 

High glove - 23 (48.9%) 

Low Blocker - 4 (8.5) 

Low glove - 1 (2.1%) 

5-Hole - 6 (12.8%) 

76.6% of his goals went high. 

Matthews’ goal breakdown this season: 

High blocker - 1 (9.1%) 

High glove - 2 (18.2%) 

Low Blocker - 2 (18.2%) 

Low glove - 2 (18.2%) 

5-hole - 3 (27.3%) 

63.6% of his goals went low. 

Maybe the low/high data isn’t that relevant (mandatory “small sample” 
mention here), maybe most of it doesn’t tell us much at all, but the one 
thing I do believe we can glean here is that he doesn’t have a default 
shooting spot, so goalies have no way to cheat on him. 

Further to that point… 

He shoots from everywhere 

I know goalies are never supposed to relax, but they’re human. A guy 
with the puck out on the half-wall likely doesn’t have goaltenders set in 
the same way they are for a breakaway. Matthews capitalizes on that by 
shooting from basically everywhere, before most players would think to. 

Here’s a look at a couple of heat maps from great goal scorers around 
the NHL. Thanks to Micah Blake McCurdy and HockeyViz for these 
charts. 

Here’s where Connor McDavid has been dangerous from over his career: 

Welp, directly in front of the net. Shocker. That makes sense, given how 
often he beats defenders and gets in alone. 

(“Shootiness,” by the way, is the likelihood a player is the one taking the 
shot compared to an average player at that position. Forwards average 
taking 22 per cent of their team’s shots while they’re on the ice – the 
chart above has McDavid at 23 per cent, given his “+1” shootiness. I’m 
writing more on this next week.) 

David Pastrnak is crazy shooty, and here’s where he typically fires from: 

Inside the Ovi spot, and a strip on the right side, too. 

Now here’s Auston Matthews: 

This looks like a scene out of Dexter, just little bits of red all over the 
place. If you’re a goalie it’s probably best to never get comfortable if 
Matthews has the puck inside the blue line. 

Confidence 
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There’s a goal that sticks out in my mind as rare, in that it’s uncommon to 
be able to attribute any one single tally to something usually 
“unquantifiable,” but this one … this one I think you can. 

In 2019 James Neal was coming off a down year -- a really, really down 
year actually -- in which he scored just seven times in 63 games (after 
scoring 25 the year before and averaging more than that for many years 
prior). He joined the Oilers that off-season, and in his second game with 
them he scored twice. That had to feel like the start of something good, 
no? 

In his third game, he already had a hat trick in his back pocket with most 
of the third period remaining, and he was feeling it. On a rush he faded 
essentially down into the corner, below the faceoff circles, opened up, 
and whipped a bad angle shot along the ice with the type of scoring 
intent you only see from someone who believes absolutely anything 
might go in for them at that moment. 

This to me is a pure confidence goal. 

Well, that’s Auston Matthews on every shot right now. His game-winner 
over the Canucks Monday was an on-the-ice slapshot that wasn’t just put 
on net to be put on net, it was meant to go through the goalie. Everything 
he hits he intends to go in, and that’s not a single game “feeling it” 
attribute. That’s just the way it is. 

Peak hockey age 

I’ll keep this one short, but I’m an established agist when it comes to 
hockey. The sweeping majority of Hall of Fame point producers have a 
statistical peak on the back of their hockey card right about where 
Matthews is in his career. He’s that perfect mix of young, but not new. 

The Division 

The defence in the North Division, by and large, is about as sturdy as a 
vanilla wafer. It’s bad! We don’t have to dance around that. Even 
Montreal – who most assume to be the most stout of the group - isn’t 
likely among the league’s best five defensive teams. 

NHL goal scoring leaders 

1. Auston Matthews: 11 

2. Tyler Toffoli: 9 

3. Brock Boeser: 9 

4. Connor McDavid: 9 

5. Leon Draisaitl: 8 

6. Nikolaj Ehlers: 8 

7. Josh Anderson: 8 

Four of the other five teams currently sit in the bottom half of the league 
in goals-against per game, with Ottawa and Vancouver sitting dead last. 
The Oilers have conceded fewer goals than just six NHL teams. 

The Flames, the best of the rest, are the grocery stick of the statistical 
table, with 15 teams worse and 15 teams better in that category. So … 
there are goals to be found in the North this season. 

The stats 

As I said off the top, Matthews isn’t just arguably the best goal scorer in 
the game today (depending where you sit on Pastrnak and Ovechkin), 
he’s been in that tier of elite players on his way up to this pedestal. 

The stats bear out that while the flower may finally be in full bloom, it’s 
been awfully pretty for a while now. 

His 169 career goals are the 2nd-most in the NHL since his debut in 
2016-17. 

He has an NHL-high five game-winning goals through 12 games this 
season. Only three players in NHL history have required fewer games 
than Matthews to reach five GWG in a season. 

His five GWG this season matches his total from his previous three 
seasons. 

Highest percentage of team goals scored this season: 

Most consecutive games played with a goal in Maple Leafs franchise 
history: 

And, given Wednesday's and Saturday's matchup, we’ll close with this: 
the goalies Matthews has scored most of his career goals against... 

We’ll see how the best defence in the North fares against the best goal-
scorer in the division, facing a goalie who -- so far -- hasn’t been able to 
figure the Leafs' young goal-scoring machine out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Looking back on Ron Hextall's most notable moves as 
Flyers GM 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

February 10, 2021, 10:42 AM 

 

This one's going to take some getting used to. 

Two weeks after the surprise resignation of general manager Jim 
Rutherford, the Pittsburgh Penguins announced the hiring of Ron Hextall 
as his replacement. 

"If you'd have told me two years ago I'd be sitting here as general 
manager of the Pittsburgh Penguins, I would've started laughing," 
Hextall, a longtime Philadelphia Flyers legend and former Philly 
executive, told reporters during his introductory virtual press conference 
Tuesday. "But here we are. I'm very excited about it." 

Known for being a builder, Hextall was at the helm of an on-again, off-
again playoff team during his tenure at the helm of Philadelphia from May 
2014 to November 2018, charged with replenishing the franchise's 
prospect pool and reviving the team around an existing core. 

Sound familiar? Perhaps the Flyers' and Penguins' mutual dislike for one 
another is far from the only thing these two teams have in common. 

Back-to-back first-round exits just two years after back-to-back Stanley 
Cup victories paints an interesting picture of a Penguins team at a bit of a 
fork in the road, with a depleted prospect pool and much of its draft 
capital spent in win-now moves. 

While Tuesday's press conference made it clear the Penguins are still 
looking to win -- and when you've got Sidney Crosby on your team, that's 
always a possibility -- there are still plenty of questions about how Hextall 
and incoming president of hockey operations, Brian Burke, will now 
navigate the franchise while holding the key that is the league's biggest 
star. 

Unlike his predecessor, who boldly waded into trade talks and gave us 
some blockbusters in Pittsburgh, Hextall hasn't been known for his 
player-for-player trades, nor was he very active on the UFA front. His 
best work has come through drafting and developing. 

Hextall was fired before he could fully see his Flyers blossom into the 
Metropolitan powerhouse we saw head into the post-season last year, 
and they look like they're poised for more of the same going forward 
thanks to the pieces Hextall put in place. The GM's patient approach to 
building up the team may have ultimately cost him his job, but his 
investments are starting to pay off. 

In an effort to explore what might lay ahead for the Penguins, here's a 
look at some of Hextall's most notable moves as GM of Philadelphia and 
what we can learn about his management style from them. 

Building through the draft 
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Hextall inherited a depleted prospect system, and by the time of his 
departure, that pool was brimming with talent thanks to his ability to both 
collect picks and use them well. It became tradition each June that 
Hextall would be involved in at least one trade involving draft picks 
changing hands. Hextall headed up five drafts for the Flyers, and each 
one brought in at least one player who would go on to be a key part of 
Philly's current core -- including last year's leading scorer, a pair of strong 
rearguards, and the No. 1 netminder of the future: 

2014: D Travis Sanheim (Rd 1, 17th overall), F Oskar Lindblom (Rd 5, 
138th overall) 

2015: D Ivan Provorov (Rd 1, 7th overall), F Travis Konecny (Rd 1, 24th 
overall) 

2016: G Carter Hart (Rd 2, 48th overall) 

2017: F Nolan Patrick (Rd 1, 2nd overall) 

2018: F Joel Farabee (Rd 1, 14th overall) 

Some of those picks, of course, came at a cost. Hextall dealt Brayden 
Schenn to St. Louis for Jori Lehtera and two first-rounders in 2017. 
Trading away a player in his prime -- and one locked into a team-friendly 
deal -- in favour of bringing in more picks extended the Flyers' rebuild at 
a time when some believed they could start the push for contention. 
Hextall used the 2017 pick on Morgan Frost, who has shown plenty of 
promise but hasn't quite broken into the league yet, while that 2018 pick 
brought Farabee -- a budding star. 

Hextall's eye for talent identification extended beyond the draft. Back in 
2015, he signed an 18-year-old Phil Myers to an entry-level deal after the 
undrafted rearguard attended the team's training camp on an amateur 
tryout. Five years later, Myers has developed into one of Philadelphia's 
best defencemen. 

Hextall's patient approach with many of these players was, in some 
cases, just as important as his making the picks in the first place. Many 
others are still developing in the Flyers' system. 

In the first three years of his Flyers tenure, Hextall was able to move out 
big contracts and clear cap space with a trio of trades: 

2014: One of his first transactions as GM was a tough one for many 
Flyers faithful to swallow, as fan favourite Scott Hartnell was sent to 
Columbus for RJ Umberger. Though a cap-clearing move in the long 
term (Umberger was under contract for three more years at $4.6 million 
per, compared to Hartnell's $4.75M for five) it was also a sign that Hextall 
wasn't afraid to make a tough call that he believed was right -- and it 
ultimately paid off in cap flexibility when it mattered most. 

2015: In one of the more famous cap-clearing moves, Hextall traded 
Chris Pronger's rights (and his almost-$5M cap hit) along with Nicklas 
Grossman to Arizona in exchange for Sam Gagner and a fourth-round 
pick. 

2016: Dealt Vincent Lecavalier ($4.5M) and Luke Schenn ($3.6M) to Los 
Angeles for Jordan Weal and a third-round pick. Even retaining half of 
both players' hits, Hextall was able to clear up a combined $4.05 million. 

Locking up key players 

While many of the Flyers' core guys were already part of the Flyers 
organization when Hextall took the reins, it was he who ensured they'd 
stay put in Philly long-term. 

Re-signing Couturier in 2015: His best deal was signed on July 28, 2015, 
when he came to terms with forward Sean Couturier on a six-year, $4.33-
million deal that ate up some key UFA years. A fair price at the time for a 
budding forward, the contract is now one of the biggest bargains in the 
league. The reigning Selke Trophy winner still has one more season 
remaining on the deal beyond this year. His skill and the price tag 
attached have both played crucial roles in the Flyers being able to stick 
together and contend. 

Locking up Voracek in 2015: Just two days later, Hextall handed a 
massive eight-year deal to Jakub Voracek following a remarkable 
breakout season worth $8.25 million through 2023-24. Voracek has hit 
80-plus points just once since, with that deal starting to look a little heavy. 

A fair deal for Gostisbehere in 2016: Signing defenceman Shayne 
Gostisbehere in 2016 to a six-year deal with a $4.5-million cap hit looked 
like a total coup at the time and in the few years after as the rearguard 
really hit his stride. Despite Gostisbehere struggling at times, it's still a 
reasonable contract for the offensive defenceman. 

A rare UFA signing in 2018: When it came to his approach in free 
agency, Hextall didn't take a lot of big swings at free agents. One of his 
parting gifts, however, was his biggest free agent signing: Hometown kid 
and then-UFA James van Riemsdyk (five years, $35-million, $7-million 
cap hit). With so many of the young prospects he'd drafted and 
developed just coming into the league Hextall had the cap flexibility to 
make a big swing and signal the start of real contention. Hextall was fired 
the following November during a Flyers slump, with all signs pointing to 
his patient approach for which he's been praised as a contributing factor 
in his departure. With van Riemsdyk currently riding a seven-game point 
streak (4G, 13pts in that span) while leading the team in scoring, that 
deal is looking pretty good right now. 
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TSN.CA / Tavares not stressing slow start at even strength 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — John Tavares is among the NHL’s most productive 
producers on the power play this season, success the Maple Leafs’ 
captain is still striving to mirror when at even strength. 

His one 5-on-5 goal through 13 games is tied for the lowest output 
amongst Toronto’s regular top-six forwards, but Tavares isn’t overly 
stressed about his lack of early returns. 

“I would like to have more [even-strength goals], no doubt. But I don't try 
to beat myself up about it,” he told reporters on a Zoom call Wednesday, 
before Toronto faces the Montreal Canadiens. 

“I think there's been a lot of good aspects of my game, not just 
offensively, but in a lot of areas. The way I feel out there, the way I'm 
moving, I'm really happy about [that]. Just stick to the process that way 
and not overthink [how] maybe [5-on-5] has gone, but continue to find 
ways to contribute offensively and without the puck.” 

Tavares has been exceptional on special teams thus far, tied for second 
in the NHL with four power-play goals and six points on that unit overall. 
By comparison, it took the centre 46 games a season ago to tally four 
man-advantage goals, and he ended the year with just seven. 

Now Tavares wants to channel that same touch around the net to even-
strength play, although it’s been harder there to find the same rhythm. 
Given the Leafs’ early injuries to Joe Thornton and more recently Wayne 
Simmonds, Tavares has had a rotating crop of wingers on his line with 
William Nylander – everyone from Zach Hyman to Jimmy Vesey to Ilya 
Mikheyev to Simmonds. 

It’ll be Mikheyev back on the right side when the Leafs take the ice 
Wednesday night against Montreal, and Tavares said the search for 
chemistry within their line will continue. 

“You have to make adjustments, with different players, different people,” 
he acknowledged. “It just creates a different feel for your line and what 
everyone brings to it. [That] does present different challenges or 
variables, but that's all the nature of playing in the league and [there are] 
injuries and changes game to game throughout the lineup and whatever 
the coaching staff feels is necessary to get the most out of the group. So, 
it's on us to go out there and do our job and obviously find ways to be 
productive.” 

From head coach Sheldon Keefe’s perspective, Tavares is already doing 
that, regardless of what’s shown up on the scoresheet. Keefe has been 
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vocal since before training camp about the Leafs becoming a more 
responsible team defensively, and allowing their offence to grow from 
that effort. 

In many ways the club has delivered, averaging the sixth-fewest shots 
against per game in the NHL (27.3) and the sixth-fewest goals against 
(2.62), while holding a plus-14 goal-differential. 

It’s all contributed to Toronto’s strong 10-2-1 start, and Keefe believes 
Tavares has been a main factor in cultivating that enhanced defence-first 
focus.  

“I like a lot of things that John is doing,” Keefe said. “We’ve challenged 
our entire team to be better when we don't have the puck, and John's 
diligence in that area has been very strong. It has helped set our team up 
for success in terms of him leading the way. When we look at his 
forecheck or his play in our own end, he's really been doing the things 
that we've been asking our team to do. He is leading the way there and I 
have no doubts that over time, the 5-on-5 production will be there.” 

And as long as the wins keep piling up, there’s plenty of incentive for 
Tavares and company to keep doing what they’re doing. Heading into 
Wednesday’s game, Toronto owns the fourth-best winning percentage in 
the NHL at .808 and sit just ahead of Montreal atop the North Division. 

While the red-hot recent play of Auston Matthews (10 goals in eight 
games) and Mitch Marner (15 points in eight games) has been drawing 
all the headlines, it’s the strides Toronto’s made defensively that impress 
Tavares most. 

“We can see how important that [defensive mentality] is, so I think it's 
been very easy to buy into,” he said. “Some of it is just the mindset we 
brought into the season and [we're] seeing the results with that consistent 
message and mindset. When you get results the confidence builds, 
especially with the type of team we have. I don't think we're trying to 
overthink it. We're just trying to continuously get better every day and 
understand the identity and formula we want to have success.” 

Montreal is no slouch on defence either, with a big-bodied blueline that is 
tough to generate scoring chances against. Toronto certainly struggled at 
that in their season-opening meeting with the Canadiens, falling behind 
3-1 in the second period before storming back for a 4-3 overtime win. 

Keefe is prepared for similarly hard-fought battle when the teams 
convene a second time, but he hopes the intervening weeks have 
toughened the Leafs up for what’s coming. 

“[Their defence] creates additional challenges to get to the net,” Keefe 
said. “It’s not just their defence but the forwards do a good job of helping 
with that as well. So, that's a challenge. But we found a way through that 
when we played them in the first game; we found enough ways to get 
there. And there's other teams within the division that have big, strong 
defences as well, so you're getting used that and [we’re] adapting our 
offence as needed.” 
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USA TODAY / Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask gets score wrong, tries 
to leave net for extra attacker vs. New York Rangers 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask was in the zone Wednesday night, 
making 33 saves to defeat the New York Rangers 3-2 in overtime. 

In fact, he was so in the zone that he forgot to look at the scoreboard. 

So in the closing minutes of the third period, he started skating to the 
Bruins' bench for an extra attacker, even though the score was tied 2-2. 

His teammates on the bench kept waving to him to go back into his net, 
and fortunately, the Bruins kept possession of the puck and the Rangers 
weren't able to capitalize on the vacated net. 

"I just had to tell something to Jaro (backup goalie Jaroslav Halak) real 
quick," Rask said. 

He then fessed up. 

"I honestly thought we were down 2-1," he said. "I was waiting for (coach 
Bruce Cassidy) to wave me over there. I'm thinking, 'Why the heck is he 
not? There's like a minute and a half left.' He's not waving me, so I 
decided to come over when we had the puck." 

Informed it was 2-2, Rask returned to his net. 

Rask might be forgiven for getting the score wrong because a Bruins 
goal was waved off when replays showed it didn't fully cross the line, and 
a Rangers goal was allowed on review when Rask thought it was hit by a 
high stick. 

Brad Marchand scored in overtime for the victory. 

"He's going to catch some heat for that," Marchand joked. "If anyone's 
not supposed to be asleep in a game, it's supposed to be a goalie. He 
made a lot of big saves tonight, so he gets a pass on that one." 

Rask, a finalist for the Vezina Trophy last season, said he wasn't 
panicking during his foray but was more laughing at himself. 

"Hey, it’s an entertainment industry," he said. "And that’s what we’re 
trying to provide, entertainment for the fans. I’m sure people were 
shocked at first, but hopefully they got a good laugh out of that.” 
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USA TODAY / Vegas Golden Knights player Tomas Nosek was pulled 
from game vs. Anaheim Ducks after positive COVID-19 test 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Tuesday night, the NHL abruptly called off news conferences after the 
Anaheim Ducks-Vegas Golden Knights game. 

Wednesday, the league shed light on the reason: A COVID-19 test had 
come back positive for a Golden Knights player in the middle of the 
game. 

"Immediately upon notification that one of its players had returned a 
positive test for COVID-19, the Vegas Golden Knights removed forward 
Tomas Nosek from Tuesday night’s game vs. Anaheim, in precise 
accordance with the terms of the league’s COVID protocol," the NHL said 
in a statement. "Nosek was immediately isolated from his teammates and 
close contact tracing was begun." 

Nosek had played 13 shifts in the game, including the final shift of the 
second period, and didn't return for the third. He was on the league's 
COVID-19 protocol list that was released Wednesday night. 

Ducks coach Dallas Eakins praised the league for canceling the news 
conferences. 

“I certainly didn’t want to be sitting in a media room where other people 
had been and you’re not quite sure about what’s going on," he told 
reporters. "It’s a good call by the league, I think, to shut it down and get 
everyone away from each other.” 

The Golden Knights had coronavirus issues earlier in the season when 
the entire coaching staff sat out a Jan. 26 game against the St. Louis 
Blues, with general manager Kelly McCrimmon going behind the bench. 
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Their next three games were postponed, their practice facility was closed 
and they didn't return to action until last Friday. 

The Golden Knights and Colorado Avalanche, who are currently on 
COVID-19 pause, are scheduled to play outdoors Feb. 20 at Lake Tahoe. 

The league said Thursday's Ducks-Golden Knights game remains on for 
the moment. It plans to administer rapid tests, in addition to the regular 
PCR tests, to all players and staff before making a decision. 

So far this season, 35 games have been postponed. Sunday's 
Philadelphia-New York Rangers contest was postponed Wednesday 
because three Flyers are on the COVID-19 protocol list. The league 
recently adopted additional COVID-19 measures. 

The Ducks have escaped cases so far, but Eakins noted that a team can 
follow the protocols exactly "and you can still get it. You can get it from 
your kids.”  

“Your mindset has to be that eventually it’s coming and we’re going to be 
ready for that," he added. "We see what’s going around the league. We 
don’t think we’re immune to those things, but we certainly do aspire to be 
the team that it doesn’t get into the room. Can we 100 percent prevent 
that? No, we can’t, but we can be our best to be that team.” 
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