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Carolina Hurricanes bounce back for 5-3 victory over the Dallas Stars  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes and Dallas Stars played Thursday 
for the third time in 11 games this season, before a few 
thousand fans at American Airlines Center, after rapid testing 
for the coronavirus before the game. 

Welcome to the NHL, circa 2021. 

No extensive video work or skull session was needed to 
prepare. The two teams know each other’s tendencies. It 
was just throw the puck down and go as the Canes won 5-3 
for their third victory over the Stars. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a “gritty win” and that 
best summed it up. 

“We made some nice high-end plays to get some goals and 
then buckled down,” he said on the postgame media call. 

It was a game with a lot of ebb and flow. Jordan Staal had a 
goal and assist for the Canes (8-3-0), setting up Sebastian 
Aho for a power-play goal in the first period with a neat no-
look pass -- one of those high-end plays -- and then hustling 
to score in the second, lunging across the ice to knock the 
puck past goalie Anton Khudobin. 

With the Stars (5-3-3) leading 3-2 late in the second, Brock 
McGinn tied it for Carolina, scoring for the fourth straight 
game, a personal best. After Brett Pesce’s shot from the 
point, McGinn followed up the rebound for his fifth of the 
season. 

“The most important goal of the game,” Canes forward Nino 
Niederreiter said. 

Niederreiter’s goal at 3:58 of the third was the game-winner. 
Taking a stretch pass from Dougie Hamilton for the 
breakaway, he beat Khudobin with a quick backhand-to-
forehand move for a 4-3 lead. Make it another high-end play. 

Warren Foegele had a late empty-net goal after Dallas pulled 
Khudobin for an extra attacker, with Aho earning an assist. 

The Canes hunkered down in the third around goalie James 
Reimer, who saw a lot of rubber Thursday, facing 37 shots in 
improving his record to 6-1-0. 

“They didn’t have as many chances as we did, not even 
close,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said.. “That’s probably the 
best offensive output we’ve had and give Reimer a lot of 
credit. He made some huge saves.” 

The Canes took five penalties in the first two periods that 
Brind’Amour said “sucked the game from us.” The Stars had 
a 5-on-3 power play in the second period and Joe Pavelski 
scored for a 3-2 lead, his eighth, before McGinn tied it with 
27 seconds left in the period. 

“We were flirting with disaster,” Staal said. “That’s not how 
we want to play. It’s never going to be perfect every night. 
Good teams find a way to win.” 

Pesce had a pair of assists for the Canes as did center 
Vincent Trocheck, who returned from a lower-body injury that 
kept him out the last game. 

The Canes and Stars play the second game of the Central 
Division mini-series on Saturday.  

New COVID protocols 

The NHL and NHL Players Association announced Thursday 
new COVID protocols to heal stem the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

Among the measures: In addition to daily, lab-based PCR 
testing, the NHL will provide each U.S. team with point of 
care (POC) rapid testing to be conducted on game days to 
all players and the team personnel who work around the 
bench area during games. 

The Canes and their bench staff went through rapid testing 
Thursday before the game.  

Another measure is a stay-at-home order except to attend 
practices and games, to exercise outdoors on an individual 
basis, to perform essential activities or deal with family or 
other emergencies.
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Timely saves, goals give Hurricanes a boost in win over Stars 

Four Hurricanes players had two points, including the red-hot 
Jordan Staal 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes hit the road for the first of a two-game set in 
Dallas and came away with two points, winning 5-3 Thursday 
night. 

Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal had a goal and an assist, 
Brock McGinn and Nino Niederreiter scored timely goals, 
and Warren Foegele added an empty-netter in the final 
minute of the win. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Good teams find a way to win, and that’s what the 
Hurricanes did Wednesday. Carolina looked like it was in 
trouble in the second period and then got a goal from 
McGinn in the final minute to tie the game. 

Then as Dallas was leaning on the Hurricanes in the third 
trying to regain the lead, Dougie Hamilton made a tape-to-
tape pass to Niederreiter, who faked out Stars goalie Anton 
Khudobin (27 saves) to give Carolina the deciding goal. 

From there, the Hurricanes held on to beat the Stars for the 
third time in as many tries this season. 

“I feel like great teams find ways to win, even if you don’t 
have your best,” defenseman Brett Pesce said. “I’m glad 
we’re pulling two points out of these games, but it’s just 
encouraging that we have that much more to give. So when 
we put it all together, we’re going to be a more serious 
threat.” 

Carolina definitely didn’t have its best, particularly in the first 
two periods when the Hurricanes made mistakes that led to 
goals, were shaky in net and took five penalties — including 
three in the offensive zone and a too many men penalty that 
led to a 5 on 3 for the Stars and a goal. 

But a win is a win, and it’s especially satisfying when the 
third period goes in your favor. 

“We found a way to get two points,” Staal said. “It wasn’t 
pretty, and we can be better in a lot of situations and take 
less penalties and all those things, but we’re happy with the 
win.” 

2. Staal continues to be an offensive force. The Carolina 
captain took the team lead in assists with a nifty backhand 
pass to Aho on the power play that opened the scoring, 
giving Staal eight assists in eight games this season. 

Staal then added his third goal of the season, finishing off a 
nice Andrei Svechnikov pass in the second period to give the 
Hurricanes a 2-1 lead. 

“It’s nice to pop a few in early and get the confidence going,” 
he said. “And much like a few guys on our team — Nino, 
Ginner — just feeling confident, playing really well. I’m just 
kind of trying to ride it as best I can.” 

Staal was also quick to credit his linemates, specifically 
Svechnikov, for boosting his offensive numbers. 

“These plays he’s been making, they’re the same plays he’s 
been making over and over for years,” Hurricanes coach 
Brind’Amour said. “Just we’re connecting on (them). … Right 
now, he’s getting his due.” 

There were seasons in his career that Staal probably should 
have received more consideration for the Selke Trophy as 
the NHL’s top defensive forward. Unfortunately, the award 
has long been more of a “best two-way forward” rather than it 
being decided on mostly defensive merits. 

Conventional wisdom would say Staal can’t keep up this 
torrid pace — or even do so at a two-thirds clip — but I also 
would have thought Staal would have returned to Earth by 
now. A 40-point season could finally get Staal an honor he’s 
long deserved. 

3. Petr Mrazek, just over a week removed from thumb 
surgery, took the ice Thursday afternoon for the first time 
since he was hurt Jan. 30 in the first period of Carolina’s first 
game of the season against the Stars. 

After two periods, Brind’Amour was probably checking in to 
see when Mrazek will be ready to return as James Reimer 
(34 saves) looked shaky in the first 40 minutes. But just like 
Carolina found timely goals throughout the night, Reimer 
stepped up in key moments in the third. 

Reimer didn’t allow a goal in the final frame, stopping all 10 
shots he faced to earn the win and improve to 6-1-0 on the 
season despite allowing at least three goals in each of his 
last five starts — including 13 in the last three games. The 
rebounds that were available to the Stars the first two 
periods? Replaced by saves and frozen pucks. 

“Reims just played great,” Staal said. “He made some big, 
big saves that kept us in that game, and we found a way to 
get two.” 

With a day off before the back end of the two-game trip to 
Dallas, Brind’Amour might be wise to go back to Reimer to 
see if he can improve to 4-0 on the year against the Stars. 

Number To Know 

4 — Games in a row with a goal for Brock McGinn, who 
scored his fifth of the season with 27 seconds left in the 
second period to make the game 3-3 heading into the third. 
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They Said It 

“There’s so many decisions that go in your head when you 
go on a breakaway. There’s so many things to think about it. 
Do I shoot? Do I go to my backhand? Like, what do I do? 
And then you try and make him bite and then make a quick 
move at the end and hopefully it works out, and I’m lucky it 
did.” 

— Nino Niederreiter, Hurricanes forward, on what went 
through his mind as he went in on a breakaway for the 
eventual winning goal. 

Plus 

Brett Pesce, Hurricanes defenseman — Neither Dougie 
Hamilton nor Jaccob Slavin — specifically the latter — have 
looked like themselves this season, but that hasn’t stopped 
No. 22 from looking like a No. 1 defenseman. 

Not only did Pesce have two assists Thursday in Dallas, but 
he and partner Brady Skjei were Brind’Amour’s go-to pairing. 
The tandem played 23-plus minutes each and was called on 
to try and kill a Stars 5-on-3 power play in the second period 
(Dallas did score, however). 

Pesce has looked as good as he ever has, which is 
somewhat surprising considering he’s just over 11 months 
removed from right shoulder surgery. Returning from 
shoulder surgery is notoriously difficult, and players often 

take a full season after the surgery to start to look like 
themselves again. 

For Pesce, the surgery has been a boost because of the 
lingering issues he had with his shoulder. 

“I’m more confident than ever with my shoulder,” Pesce said 
after the game. “It was a little bit unstable there for a few 
years. Obviously, I put all my trust in the doctor who opened 
me up. So yeah, it just feels sturdy, and I feel good out 
there.” 

Minus 

Morgan Geekie, Hurricanes center — It was a rough outing 
for the rookie, who played a total of 5:18 and didn’t see the 
ice in the third period. He took an offensive zone holding 
penalty in the first period, won just two of seven faceoffs, and 
made a bad decision on Dallas’ first goal, going down on the 
ice in the goal mouth rather than attacking goal scorer Mark 
Pysyk. 

“We had some tough matchups and I just want to make sure 
I didn’t get caught on one,” Brind’Amour said of Geekie not 
playing in the third. “So we definitely had to shorten the 
bench in this game.” 

It’s not the end of the world for Geekie, who seems like he’s 
been around forever but has now played just 11 NHL games. 
With Jordan Martinook playing well on the wing, it might 
benefit the Hurricanes to stick with Geekie for now.

 

 

Mrazek Returns for First Skate Since Surgery 

Goaltender completed on-ice workout in Dallas 

By Michael Smith  

DALLAS - A little over a week after undergoing surgery on 
his right thumb, Petr Mrazek is already back on the ice. 

The Carolina Hurricanes' goaltender, who made the trip to 
Dallas, skated at the conclusion of the team's morning skate 
on Thursday. 

Mrazek worked through a handful of skating drills with Canes 
goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder and then finished his 
on-ice workout by taking some light shots to his pads while 
not utilizing his stick. 

Mrazek, who has missed the Canes' last five games, said he 
"felt good" after his first day back on the ice. 

The 28-year old netminder owns a 2-1-0 record, a 0.99 
goals-against average, .a 955 save percentage and two 
shutouts in four appearances this season.
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Recap: Canes Shoot Down Stars 

Niederreiter scores game-winning goal, Reimer makes 34 
saves 

By Michael Smith 

DALLAS - The Carolina Hurricanes remained unblemished in 
three games against the Dallas Stars this season after a 5-3 
victory on Thursday night. 

Nino Niederreiter's sixth goal of the season was the game-
winner, while James Reimer turned aside 34 shots in his 
sixth win of the season. 

The Difference 

The game-winning goal began with a glance up the ice from 
Dougie Hamilton and a stretch pass that sprung a breakaway 
for Niederreiter. In alone, Niederreiter showed forehand and 
faked backhand, getting Anton Khudobin to bite, before 
sliding back to his forehand for the goal. 

"My whole momentum was going to my backhand, so as 
soon as I went there, I felt like, OK, it's time to move back to 
my forehand," Niederreiter said. "You try to make him bite 
and make a quick move at the end and hopefully it works 
out." 

That goal was the actual difference, but credit Reimer for a 
strong performance in net and the team for once again 
finding a way to snag two points while not playing their best. 
That's what good teams do. 

"Not our best. We gave up way too much," Jordan Staal said. 
"They played well. Reims just played great and made some 
big, big saves to keep us in that game. We found a way to 
get two points." 

Key Moments 

Staal Giveth and Scoreth 

Staal continues to dish out beauties. 

On a power play with less than five minutes to play in the 
first, the puck wound up on Staal's stick after Vincent 
Trocheck poked it free from the Stars. Staal dropped a no-
look pass to Sebastian Aho, who roofed his third goal of the 
season and first on the power play. 

Not only does Staal dish out beauties, but he also finishes 
them. Just 30 seconds after Mark Pysyk netted his first goal 
with the Stars to tie the game at one in the second period, 
Andrei Svechnikov backhanded a no-look feed to Staal, who 
scored his third of the season as he was falling to the ice. 

"I'm getting some good bounces," Staal shrugged. "I felt 
good coming into this season. I thought I had a strong 
offseason. It's nice to pop a few in early and get the 
confidence going." 

"He's getting his due. He's always made good plays and had 
scoring opportunities. I think he's feeling it right now," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You're seeing it right now in 
the plays he's making." 

Four in a Row 

Brock McGinn has goals in four straight games, and his 
game-tying goal late in the second period was maybe his 
biggest in that stretch. 

McGinn's goal, scored with just 26.4 seconds left in the 
second, salvaged what wasn't a great period for the visiting 
team. The scoring sequence began with forecheck pressure 
from Trocheck down low, forcing Esa Lindell to cough the 
puck up the boards, where Brett Pesce fired off a shot from 
the point. McGinn was in the right spot to smack in the 
rebound and tie the game at three. 

"That was definitely the most important goal of the night," 
Niederreiter said. 

Surviving the Second 

Though they scored two goals and took a tie score to the 
locker room after two periods, the middle stanza wasn't one 
of the Canes' best. They were in the box and on their heels 
for much of the period and were loose in their own defensive 
zone. 

"It wasn't pretty. I thought we came out really well, but the 
penalties just sucked the game right away from us," 
Brind'Amour said. "Then we kind of battled back and 
capitalized. We made some nice high-end plays to get some 
goals and buckled down. It was a gritty win." 

Roope Hintz scored twice to tie the game, though one was 
disallowed due to an offside zone entry, a Canes' coach's 
challenge that was properly reviewed and overturned. 

Just 21 seconds later, Hintz scored again, this time in legal 
fashion, to tie the game at two. Then, on a 5-on-3 power 
play, Joe Pavelski slid a one-timer through Reimer to give 
the Stars their first lead of the game. 

At one point, the Canes were being outshot 16-6 in the 
period. They were disorganized and had trouble moving the 
puck up the ice, forcing them to defend more than attack, but 
Reimer was solid, and the Canes turned it around late in the 
period, a push punctuated by McGinn's goal. 

"We were flirting with disaster, and that's not how we want to 
play," Staal said. "It's never going to be perfect every night. 
Good teams find ways to win. We did grind a bit and we 
found ways to create some offense. Some timely goals, and 
we found a way to get two points. It wasn't pretty, and we 
could be better in a lot of situations." 

¯\_(ツ)_/¯ of the Night 

In the first minute of the third period, the puck was jammed 
up along the near boards for nearly 40 seconds of game time 
before the officials finally blew the whistle and ended the 
suffering. 

Stats Pack 

11: Niederreiter is tied for the team lead in goals with six in 
his first 11 games. It took him 45 games to score six goals in 
the 2019-20 season. 

4: McGinn has goals in four straight games, the longest such 
streak of his career. 
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3,687: This marked the first game since March 10, 2020, that 
the Canes played in front of any significant number of fans 
with an announced attendance of 3,687 at American Airlines 
Center. It was kind of weird! But also somewhat normal. No 
artificial crowd noise was used, so there was a natural hum 
in the building, and there's nothing quite like the authentic 
ohs and ahs (and boos!) that only real-time reactions from 
real humans can provide. 

Quote of the Night 

"Great teams find ways to win, even if you don't have your 
best. I'm glad we're pulling two points out of these games, 
and it's more encouraging that we have that much better and 
that much more to give. When we put it all together, we're a 
serious threat." - Brett Pesce 

Up Next 

The Canes and Stars will face off again on Saturday night.

 

 

Hurricanes hand Stars fourth loss in row 

Niederreiter breaks tie on breakaway in third; Dallas is 1-3-3 
in its past seven games 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Nino Niederreiter scored the tiebreaking goal in the third 
period to lift the Carolina Hurricanes to a 5-3 win against the 
Dallas Stars at the American Airlines Center in Dallas on 
Thursday. 

Niederreiter scored on a breakaway after receiving a stretch 
pass from Dougie Hamilton at 3:58 of the third period, and 
Warren Foegele added an empty-net goal with 54 seconds 
remaining for the 5-3 final. 

"We made some nice high-end plays to get some goals and 
then kind of buckled down," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It was a gritty win." 

Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho each had a goal and an 
assist, and Vincent Trocheck and Brett Pesce each had two 
assists for the Hurricanes (8-3-0), who have won all three 
games against the Stars this season. James Reimer made 
34 saves. 

"Most of the lines play the same way, it doesn't matter who 
you are playing with," Niederreiter said. "I definitely think 
that's what makes this group special." 

Mark Pysyk, Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski scored for the 
Stars (5-3-3), who have lost four in a row (0-2-2) and six of 
their past seven since starting the season 4-0-0. Anton 
Khudobin made 27 saves. 

"We're playing better than our record," Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. "The way we're playing right now, if we stay 
with it and clean up a couple things and give the young 
players more experience, we'll be OK." 

Aho gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 16:01 of the first 
period. Trocheck forced a turnover in the slot, and Staal 
collected the loose puck in a scramble and fed Aho for a 
one-timer short side on the power play.  

"These plays [Staal] has been making, they're the same 
plays he's been making over and over for years," 
Brind'Amour said. "We're just connecting on them right now. 
I can't tell you how many times I've come back (after) the 
game and said, 'How did [Staal] not have three points?'" 

Pysyk scored his first of the season to tie it 1-1 at 5:16 of the 
second period when he skated along the goal line and 
followed his rebound. 

"I was trying to make a pass across the crease, and it just 
sat there," Pysyk said. "I just jammed it in." 

Staal responded 30 seconds later, lunging to redirect Andrei 
Svechnikov's pass across the slot for a 2-1 lead. Staal has 
nine points (three goals, six assists) in his past six games. 

"I felt good coming into the season," Staal said. "It's nice to 
pop a few in early and get the confidence going. I'm just 
trying to ride it as best I can." 

Hintz appeared to score at 8:12 of the second, but 
Brind'Amour challenged the play for offside, and the call was 
reversed after a video review. 

However, Hintz would score 13 seconds after his previous 
attempt was overturned to tie it 2-2, and Pavelski gave 
Dallas a 3-2 lead with a one-timer off a pass from John 
Klingberg during a 5-on-3. 

Brock McGinn scored for the fourth straight game to tie it 3-3 
with 27 seconds left in the second, shooting into an open net 
on the rebound of Pesce's initial shot from the point. 

"It wasn't pretty," Brind'Amour said. "I thought we came out 
really well, and then the penalties just sucked the game right 
away from us. Then we kind of battled back and capitalized, 
really." 

NOTES: The teams will play here again on Saturday. … 
Reimer is 6-1-0 in nine games against the Stars.... Pavelski 
scored his League-leading sixth power-play goal of the 
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season. He scored six goals with the man-advantage in 67 
games with Dallas last season.

 

Staal and Aho pace Hurricanes in 5-3 win 
over Stars 

By Stephen Hawkins 

DALLAS (AP) — Nino Niederreiter scored the tiebreaking 
goal early in the third period and the Carolina Hurricanes 
beat the Dallas Stars 5-3 on Thursday night, their third win 
this season against the defending Western Conference 
champions.  

Niederreiter went in on a breakaway off a long pass from 
Dougie Hamilton and got goaltender Anton Khudobin leaning 
to the right before scoring to his left. Warren Foegele added 
a goal in the final minute. 

Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho both had a goal and an 
assist for the Hurricanes. It was Staal’s fourth multipoint 
effort in his last six games. 

“I’ve been getting some good bounces, felt good coming into 
the season,” Staal said. “Just feel confident and playing well, 
and just kind of trying to ride it as best I can.”  

Joe Pavelski scored his eighth of the year for Dallas, which 
has only one win its last seven games since sweeping a four-
game homestand to open the season. The Stars lost on 
back-to-back days at the end of January in Carolina, 
including a shootout.  

James Reimer made 34 saves for the Hurricanes and has 
won all three against Dallas. 

“That’s probably the best offensive output we’ve had, and 
give Reimer a lot of credit,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. 
“He made some huge saves, especially in the second period. 
Thought we could have had four or five goals the second 
period alone.” 

Dallas scored three times in the second, including Pavelski’s 
one-timer on a 5-on-3 power play, but also had a goal taken 
off the board when Carolina challenged and replays showed 
the Stars were clearly offside. 

The Hurricanes tied the game at 3 with 27 seconds left in the 
period when Brock McGinn extended his goal streak to four 
games by scoring on a long rebound. 

“It was a gritty win,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said.  

Staal was falling down when he swiped Andrei Svechnikov’s 
pass into the net for a 2-1 lead earlier in the period, and had 
both elbows on the ice when pumping his arms to celebrate 
his goal. 

“I don’t know how else to say it. I’ve been saying it forever. 
These plays he’s been making are the same plays he’s been 

making over and over for years. We’re connecting on them 
right now,” Brind’Amour said of Staal. “I can’t tell you how 
many times I come back after the game, how did Jordan not 
have three points? ... Right now he’s getting, I guess, his 
due. He’s always made good plays and he’s always had 
scoring opportunities.” 

That play came only 30 seconds after the Stars tied the 
game on Mark Pysyk’s first goal. Pysyk followed his own 
shot and poked home the rebound.  

Roope Hintz thought he had the Stars even again after 
knocking in the rebound of Jason Robertson’s attempted 
wraparound. That was the goal that was challenged, but it 
was 2-2 only 23 seconds later when Hintz scored on a hard 
charge and a pass from Denis Gurianov.  

Staal assisted on Aho’s power-play goal in the first period 
with a nifty backhand pass. Staal had his back to the net 
when he delivered a no-look pass to Aho in the right circle. 

Hintz had a shot just over two minutes into the game that 
skimmed over the top of Reimer’s glove and ricocheted off 
and over the crossbar.  

“We have to get better from the start, in first periods,” Hintz 
said.  

BACK IN NET 

Khudobin stopped 27 shots while playing for the first time in 
three games. He was disciplined and didn’t dress Sunday, a 
day after being late for practice. Rookie goalie Jake 
Oettinger made consecutive starts for the first time in his 
NHL career, stopping a total of 60 shots in back-to-back 2-1 
overtime losses at home to the Chicago Blackhawks.  

RADS INJURED 

Dallas placed forward Alexander Radulov on injured reserve. 
He missed his third game in a row because of a lower-body 
injury.  

SOME FANS IN THE SEATS  

Carolina, in its 11th game, played before fans for the first 
time this season. The reduced-capacity attendance was 
3,687, the smallest crowd in the Stars’ seven home games. 
The usual hockey capacity is 18,532 at the American Airlines 
Center, where twice attendance has topped out at 4,214 this 
season.  

WHAT’S NEXT 

The teams play again Saturday night, which will leave the 
Stars halfway through an eight-game homestand — their 
longest of the season.
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Dallas takes on Carolina on 4-game losing streak 

Carolina Hurricanes (8-3-0, fourth in the Central Division) vs. 
Dallas Stars (5-3-3, sixth in the Central Division) 

Dallas; Saturday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Dallas heads into the matchup with Carolina 
after losing four games in a row. 

The Stars are 5-3-3 against division opponents. Dallas ranks 
ninth in the Nhl recording 9.2 points per game, averaging 3.4 
goals and 5.8 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 8-3-0 against opponents in the Central 
Division. Carolina is ninth in the Nhl averaging 5.8 assists 
per game, led by Jordan Staal with 0.9. 

The teams meet for the second straight game. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Joe Pavelski leads the Stars with eight 
goals, adding eight assists and totaling 16 points. Denis 

Gurianov has seven assists over the last 10 games for 
Dallas. 

Vincent Trocheck leads the Hurricanes with 11 points, 
scoring six goals and collecting five assists. Andrei 
Svechnikov has five goals and five assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Stars: 4-3-3, averaging three goals, 5.3 
assists, 4.2 penalties and 8.7 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.8 goals per game with a .897 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.4 goals, 5.9 assists, four 
penalties and 8.3 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals 
per game with a .897 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Stars: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Martin Necas: day to day (upper body), Petr 
Mrazek: out (thumb), Vincent Trocheck: day to day (lower 
body).

  

 

NHL Power Rankings: One thing to love about every team during the 2021 season 

A loving look at the NHL in mid-February 

By Pete Blackburn  

In these weird and challenging times, we could all use a bit 
more love being spread throughout our lives. Luckily, this 
weekend brings Valentine's Day and an excuse to celebrate 
love in all its glory. 

In the spirit of Valentine's Day, this week's set of NHL Power 
Rankings will explore and celebrate the things that are easy 
to love about the league's 31 teams. We'll go through each 
team one-by-one and select their most lovable qualities (or 
assets) in 2021. We're about a month through this bizarre 
season and some teams have been able to establish lots to 
swoon and gush over. Others? Well, you might notice we 
had a tougher time finding where to direct the heart-eyes 
toward. 

But everyone deserves some love in 2021, even the Ottawa 
Senators. Maybe. So light some candles, pour some wine, 
put on a slow ballad and let's get to this week's super lovely 
edition of the NHL Power Rankings. 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Lightning  

The depth. This team lost its 
best offensive player and hasn't 
missed a beat. They still look like 
the best the league has to offer.  

-- 
9-2-
0 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

2  
Golden 
Knights  

Their 200-foot game. One of the 
most fun things about watching 
the Golden Knights is how hard 
they play up-and-down the ice. 
They're constantly applying 
pressure in all three zones and 
playing high energy hockey. If 
you're going up against these 
guys, you're not going to have 
much room (or time) to breathe.  

1 
8-2-
0 

3  
Maple 
Leafs  

The finishing power. Even the 
most skeptical Leafs haters have 
to admit that this team has 
looked good so far this season, 
and that's largely because the 
offensive stars are producing. 
Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner have been awesome to 
watch. Toronto is still giving up 
plenty of high-danger 
opportunities in their own end, 
but Freddie Andersen is making 
saves and they're finding 
success.  

1 
11-
2-0 

4  Canadiens  

They're living up to the hype. 
The Canadiens took a step 

2 
8-4-
0 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

forward at the end of last season 
and had themselves a good 
offseason. As such, a lot of 
people (including myself) were 
high on them coming into this 
year, and they've more than 
delivered thus far. They've been 
incredible at driving play and 
their young players/new 
additions have clicked.  

5  Bruins  

That top line. Yes, the trio of 
Patrice Bergeron-Brad 
Marchand-David Pastrnak are 
still a dominant sight to behold. 
Who would have thought?  

1 
9-1-
0 

6  Avalanche  

Their top-end talent. The Avs 
have done a great job building 
out their roster but the true joy in 
this team still lies in its star 
pillars. Nathan MacKinnon is 
arguably the most exciting player 
in the league not named Connor 
McDavid, and Cale Makar is 
arguably the most skilled blue 
liner in the game already.  

1 
7-3-
0 

7  Hurricanes  

The five-on-five play. Once 
again, the Hurricanes are looking 
pretty great in the 
possession/analytics 
department. They have a 57.7 
percent attempts share and 58.8 
percent expected goals rate -- 
both tops in the league. More 
importantly, they're finding very 
good results, too.  

2 
8-3-
0 

8  Panthers  

The defensive play. Florida was 
all offense, no defense last year 
and it didn't end well for them, 
especially with how poorly 
Sergei Bobrovsky played. This 
year, things have flipped a little 
bit. They've been much better at 
limiting opportunities in their own 
end, giving up the second-fewest 
high danger chances in the 
league at 5v5. It's a big reason 
why they've only lost one game 
in regulation through their first 10 
games despite Bobrovsky still 
playing poorly.  

4 
8-1-
0 

9  Stars  

Joe Pavelski's contributions. 
Before this season, I wondered 
how the Stars -- a team that 

2 
5-3-
0 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

doesn't score a whole lot to 
begin with -- was going to 
survive losing Tyler Seguin for a 
huge chunk of the year. A 36-
year-old Pavelski still thriving 
with seven goals and 15 points 
through 10 games certainly 
helps the cause.  

10 Flyers  

Their record. To put it simply, the 
Flyers have played much worse 
than their record (8-3-2) 
indicates to this point. They've 
looked really shaky at points 
(including in games against 
inferior competition) but have 
often found ways to squeak out 
wins, or at least a loser point. 
Their current standing bodes 
well for them considering they're 
capable of much better.  

3 
8-3-
0 

11 Blues  

Their early season cushion. The 
Blues got off to a good start to 
the season despite some 
unexpected struggles. The 
offense has been middle-of-the 
road, the defense has been 
leakier than anticipated and the 
special teams have been brutal. 
But despite all of that, the Blues 
were able to give themselves an 
early season cushion that should 
help them as they sort through 
their problems.  

3 
7-4-
0 

12 Capitals  

Ability to weather the storm. I'm 
still not sold on the Capitals as 
anything more than an above-
average team but they've done a 
good job navigating early season 
obstacles, including injuries and 
COVID absences to key players. 
Treading water is better than 
sinking.  

5 
6-3-
0 

13 Jets  

Center depth. Winnipeg has 
been consistently in the market 
for center depth for years at this 
point and they finally got it with 
the trade for Pierre-Luc Dubois. 
A top-nine that includes Mark 
Scheifele, PLD and Paul Stastny 
down the middle? That's quite 
good.  

3 
8-4-
0 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

14 Oilers  

Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. What...you were 
expecting something else?  

-- 
9-7-
0 

15 Flames  

Jacob Markstrom. A lot of critics 
didn't like the deal the Flames 
gave him last offseason but he's 
legitimately been a difference-
maker for Calgary already.  

1 
7-5-
0 

16 Wild  

They're not the most boring team 
in hockey anymore. I've 
consistently dunked on the Wild 
for being completely 
uninteresting for years, but 
they're starting to trend toward 
relevance. They still lack major 
star power but Kirill Kaprizov, 
Joel Eriksson Ek, Jordan 
Greenway and Kevin Fiala are 
all intriguing young(ish) pieces 
up front. With a good defensive 
unit behind them, they're 
becoming a team that's worth 
watching.  

1 
6-5-
0 

17 Islanders  

Mat Barzal. The Islanders can 
often dull down games with 
defensive chokeholds but Barzal 
is the Ferrari that sometimes 
gets let loose out of the garage. 
Not only does he remain a high-
octane playmaker with great 
vision and puck skill, but he's 
seemed to add a bit of zip to his 
shot this year as well.  

-- 
5-4-
0 

18 Coyotes  

Conor Garland and Christian 
Dvorak. As far as underrated 
duos go, these two might be at 
the top of the league at this 
point. Arizona has been in 
search of offensive talent for a 
while now and they've finally got 
something to build around in 
Garland/Dvorak, who have been 
driving play and producing to a 
tremendous degree.  

9 
6-5-
0 

19 Penguins  

New beginnings. The Penguins 
have seemingly been trending in 
the wrong direction for a few 
years and now they've got a new 
front office coming in to shake 
things up. Now, did they hire the 
right guys to do the shaking up? 
Well, that remains to be seen.  

1 
6-5-
0 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

20 Blackhawks 

They're not horrible. Almost 
everyone expected the 
Blackhawks to be one of the 
worst teams in hockey this year. 
The fact that they're even 
remotely watchable has been a 
pleasant surprise.  

3 
6-5-
0 

21 Rangers  

Adam Fox. Kaapo Kakko and 
Alexis Lafreniere who? The 
Rangers most exciting young 
player has been Fox, who is 
becoming something of a 
revelation on the blue line in his 
second full season. The 22-year-
old is leading all skaters in ice 
time and thriving on both ends of 
the ice, even if the rest of the 
team isn't following suit.  

1 
4-5-
0 

22 
Blue 
Jackets  

The drama. No matter where 
John Tortorella goes, drama 
seems to follow. It took all of four 
games for "benching PLD" to 
turn into "benching Patrik Laine" 
and Torts still insists that the last 
thing he wants to do is sit his 
best players. Now there are 
reports that Tortorella may not 
even be interested in coaching 
anymore? Oh, it's a non-stop 
soap opera in Columbus these 
days.  

2 
7-5-
0 

23 Devils  

The development of Jack 
Hughes. There's no question that 
Hughes had a terrible rookie 
season after going No. 1 overall 
in the draft but he's looked great 
to start this season. He's driving 
play and producing on the 
scoresheet, so a lot of people 
who were quick to throw around 
the "bust" label are now being 
forced to reconsider.  

2 
4-3-
0 

24 Canucks  

Their games feature a lot of 
goals. Unfortunately for the 
Canucks, most of them are 
scored by the other team.  

3 
6-
11-0 

25 Sabres  

Their uniforms. Sure, the Sabres 
have been disappointingly slow 
out of the gate and look like they 
might be stuck at the bottom of 
the standings once again this 

1 
4-4-
0 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

season but at least they've got 
those sweet royal blues back.  

26 Predators  

They can expose Matt Duchene 
to Seattle after this season. Only 
five more seasons at $8 million 
per year. What a steal.  

7 
6-8-
0 

27 Sharks  

The emergence of Mario 
Ferraro. Things are going poorly 
for the Sharks again this season 
(especially in their own end) but 
the silver lining might be the play 
of Ferraro, who is making a 
strong case to lock down a 
consistent spot on San Jose's 
top defensive pairing.  

1 
5-6-
0 

28 Kings  

Anze Kopitar has rediscovered a 
younger version of himself. 

2 
4-6-
0 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Unfortunately, the rest of the 
Kings are still old and/or largely 
useless.  

29 Ducks  

They still have Trevor Zegras. 
And yet they still aren't playing 
him for some reason?  

-- 
6-6-
0 

30 Red Wings  

They're not as bad as last 
season! (Please ignore that their 
point pacing is just BARELY 
better than last year's squad, 
which was one of the worst 
teams in NHL history.  

-- 
3-
10-0 

31 Senators  Error 404 Not Found.  -- 
2-
12-0 

 

 

 

Recap: Niederreiter winner lifts Canes past Stars 

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up their third win over the 
Dallas Stars this season, as Nino Niederreiter netted a 
fantastic game winner in the third period.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

For the third time already this season the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Dallas Stars Thursday night on the road, 
winning 5-3 thanks to a phenomenal game-winning goal from 
Nino Niederreiter early in the third period.  

Carolina and Dallas traded the lead back and forth through 
the first two periods, but things settled down in the third as 
Niederreiter’s undressing of Anton Khudobin proved to be 
the difference maker.  

Along with Niederreiter’s goal, Carolina got goals from 
Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal and Brock McGinn, who 
extended his goal streak to four games. Warren Foegele 
added an empty netter. On the other end, Joe Pavelski, 
Roope Hintz and Mark Pysyk found the net for the Stars.  

James Reimer was the winning goalie for the Canes, 
stopping 34 of 37 shots faced. For the Stars, Khudobin 
turned away 27 of 31 shots against.  

After getting a fortunate ding off the post early in the period 
and killing off a couple Dallas power plays, the Canes 

opened the scoring late in the opening frame on a beauty of 
a connection between Staal and Aho on the power play.  

Staal, who has been as hot as anyone on the Canes of late, 
dropped off a perfect no-look pass to Aho streaking towards 
the net, and the Finnish forward slotted it home with authority 
past Khudobin. Vincent Trocheck, in his return to the ice after 
missing a game due to injury, got the secondary assist after 
winning the puck and feeding Staal between the circles.  

The second period wasn’t the prettiest for the Hurricanes, but 
the end result wasn’t the worst as the teams entered the 
second intermission tied at 3-3.  

After the Canes killed off an Andrei Svechnikov penalty to 
start the second, Dallas tied things at 1-1 on a great 
individual effort by Pysyk. Psysyk skated it in himself, fired a 
shot off Reimer’s pads and slotted home the rebound.  

The tie lasted for just 30 seconds, as Staal got his goal on a 
diving effort for his third tally of the season. Svechnikov laced 
a perfect backhanded pass to Staal across the mouth of the 
net, and Staal extended to fire it past Khudobin. 

Rod Brind’Amour successfully challenged a game-tying Hintz 
goal for offside, but it didn’t matter much as Hintz scored for 
real just seconds after having his first goal taken off the 
board. Jason Robertson threaded a breakout pass to Denis 
Gurianov, who played some give-and-go with Hintz for the 
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goal, which may have been aided by an unfortunate bounce 
off the stick of Jaccob Slavin.  

Penalty issues finally bit the Canes a few minutes later, as 
Carolina took an interference on Nino Niederreiter and a too 
many men on the ice, served by Ryan Dzingel, to give Dallas 
a big chunk of 5-on-3 time. The too many men call was the 
fifth penalty against the Hurricanes.  

It was Pavelski who made the Hurricanes pay, putting in 
work to keep the puck in the offensive zone before firing a 
great pass from John Klingberg near post past Reimer to 
give Dallas a lead.  

A few moments after Svechnikov nearly scored on a lacrosse 
move again, McGinn tallied a goal in his fourth straight game 

to tie things at 3-3 in the final minute. McGinn netted a heavy 
rebound off a great point shot from Brett Pesce past 
Khudobin, continuing a hot streak and knotting things up 
heading into the second intermission. 

Niederreiter made it 4-3 with his beautiful tally a few minutes 
into the final period, using a great move to beat Khudobin. 
The play was sparked by a perfect stretch pass from Dougie 
Hamilton, who picked Niederreiter out from deep in the 
Canes’ defensive zone.  

Foegele sealed the win with an empty net goal, his third tally 
of the season.  

The Canes and Stars will meet again Saturday night.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Staal, Niederreiter on win in Dallas 

Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce, Nino Niederreiter and Jordan 
Staal spoke with the media following Thursday night’s win in 
Dallas. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes grinded it out and found a way to win in a 5-3 
victory Thursday night in Dallas, thanks to big goals from 
Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal, Brock McGinn and Nino 
Niederreiter.  

Staal, Niederreiter, Brett Pesce and Rod Brind’Amour spoke 
to the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On this being a ‘find a way to win’ game: They all are, I 
guess, in the end. It wasn’t pretty. I thought we came out 
really well, and the penalties just sucked the game right 
away from us. And then we kind of battled back and 
capitalized, really, was what I thought happened. We made 
some nice, high-end plays to get some goals and then kind 
of just buckled down. It was a gritty win.  

On Nino Niederreiter: I don’t know if he looks different. He’s 
certainly a little more confident. Scoring early this season, I 
think, has helped make him feel good about his game. 
You’ve got to give his linemates credit. They’ve actually 
really helped him too. It was probably an off year last year for 
him. If we want to be successful, he needs to be Nino that 
can score goals. That’s what he’s doing right now.  

On Jordan Staal: I don’t know how else to say it. I’ve been 
saying it forever. These plays he’s been making, they’re the 
same plays he’s been making over and over for years. We’re 
connecting on them right now. I can’t tell you how many 
times I’d come back in the game and ‘How did Jordo not 
have three points last night?’ I’ve been saying this over and 
over: Right now, he’s getting his due. He’s always made 
good plays and always had scoring opportunities. I think he’s 
feeling it right now too with the confidence, and that little bit 
of confidence is kind of what I think a lot of offensive guys, it 
brings it out of them. You see it right now in the plays he’s 
making.  

On Morgan Geekie not playing in the third period: We had 
some tough matchups, and I just wanted to make sure I 

didn’t get caught on one. So we definitely had to shorten the 
bench in this game.  

Jordan Staal 

On if the win was a matter of timely goals: It was some timely 
goals. Nino with the big goal, obviously, to get us ahead in 
the third. [Brock McGinn] with a big goal heading into the 
third. It was not our best. We gave up way too much. We 
took a couple penalties in a row. It kind of hurt our 
momentum. We lost a few guys. We had a tough time 
coming back to 5-on-5. [James Reimer] just played well. He 
made some big, big saves and kept us in that game. We 
found a way to get two points. 

On the offensive run he’s been having: I’ve been getting 
some good bounces. I felt good coming into the season. I 
thought I had a strong offseason. It’s nice to pop a few in 
early and get the confidence going, much like a few guys on 
our team; [Niederreiter] and [McGinn]. I’m just feeling 
confident and playing well. I’m just trying to ride it the best I 
can. And obviously playing with some talented players. 
[Andrei Svechnikov] made a great pass tonight. I’m getting 
the opportunity to play with some special players that create 
a lot of offense. I’m glad I’m checking out on it a little bit.  

On how the team played overall and on if it’s just the kind of 
game you have to find a way to win: Yeah, we were flirting 
with disaster, and that’s not how we want to play. We knew 
that. It’s never going to be perfect every night. Good teams 
find ways to win. We did grind a bit. We found ways to create 
some offense. And like I said, some timely goals. We found a 
way to get two points. It wasn’t pretty. We could be better in 
a lot of situations, take less penalties and all of those things. 
But, we’re happy with a win. 

On trying to get an advantage on a team in the first game of 
these two-game stretches: That’s exactly what I’m making 
sure the boys understand. That next game, we can’t sit on 
cruise control just because we won the first one. We can’t 
expect just to hope to win another game. You know they are 
going to come out even harder with a better effort. I feel like 
we’ve let too many home-and-home or on the road slip away 
from us. We’ve got to be even better next game, obviously. 
We’ve got to find ways to win both the games and get the 
four points. That’s how you move up the standings.  
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Nino Niederreiter 

On Brock McGinn’s goal late in the second: That was 
definitely the most important goal of the night. I think [Staal] 
already said enough about how we didn’t play too well in the 
first two periods. Obviously getting that goal was huge just to 
be in that game. At the end of the day, Reimer stood on his 
head, and he helped us out big time tonight.  

On the importance of contributing after taking two penalties 
in a game: At the end of the day, it’s always very frustrating 
taking penalties. It’s a fine line between playing too hard and 
trying to do too, too much. I think sometimes that has 
happened. Obviously, I never want to be in the box. Nobody 
does. Obviously it’s frustrating taking two of them because 
we already take enough penalties. That’s something I told 
myself, just to make sure I stayed out of the box. But 
obviously it’s great just to get something back for the team.  

On his breakaway goal: My whole momentum was going to 
my backhand, so as soon as I went there I thought ‘OK, now 
is the time to move back to my forehand.’ There’s so many 
decisions that go through your head when you go on a 
breakaway. There’s so many things to think about. Do I 
shoot? Do I go on my backhand? What do I do? I was trying 

to make him bite and make a quick move at the end, and 
hopefully it works out. I’m glad it did.  

Brett Pesce 

On coming back from shoulder surgery and not missing a 
beat: Yeah, you know what, I actually think I feel more 
confident than ever, with my shoulder that is. It was a little bit 
unstable there for a few years. I put all my trust in the doctor 
who opened me up. It just feels sturdy. I feel good out there.  

On this being a game where they just needed to find a way 
to win: Yeah, absolutely. I feel like great teams find ways to 
win, even if you don’t have your best. I’m glad that we’re 
pulling two points out of these games, but it’s just more 
encouraging that we have that much more to give. When we 
put it all together, we’re going to be a more serious threat.  

On if he feels more confident offensively: Not really. I think 
I’m just getting a little lucky right now, to be honest. I’m just 
doing what I can to kind of get pucks through as best I can. 
In this league, the amount of times a guy is going to score a 
pretty goal, it’s so rare. It happens in the dirty areas. If you 
can get the puck to the net and create a rebound, good 
things tend to happen.

  

 

 

Wolves power past Griffins 

Rookie forward David Cotton produced two goals in his 
second professional game and goaltender Beck Warm 
stopped 36 shots in his pro debut as the Chicago Wolves 
earned a 4-2 decision over the Grand Rapids Griffins 
Thursday afternoon at the Wolves training facility in Hoffman 
Estates. 

Forward Seth Jarvis scored for the fourth time in four games 
and forward Tanner Jeannot added a late empty-net goal as 
the Wolves became the first American Hockey League team 
this season to jump to a 4-0 start. 

“All of the coaches here are very proud of the group and their 
effort, first and foremost, is there,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “The biggest thing to me is, we’ve got two 
affiliations and we’ve become one team. That has been the 
best sight to see, whether it’s been on the bench or the 
dressing room or just on a practice day. You would never 
know there are two organizations here.” 

The Wolves, who are partnering with the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Nashville Predators during this shortened AHL season, 
rarely have trailed during the season’s first week. 

Jarvis, who turned 19 on Feb. 1, scored the Wolves’ first goal 
for the third time this season. He triggered the breakout on 
the power play, then headed to the net to knock home the 
rebound of defenseman Jeremy Davies’ shot at 10:53 of the 
first. 

The Wolves pushed their lead to 2-0 on Cotton’s first goal at 
13:13 of the second. Sheldon Rempal knocked the puck off a 
Griffins defenseman’s stick, then Cotton pounced on it, 
swept behind the net and stuffed home the wraparound. 

Grand Rapids (0-2-0-0) pulled within 2-1 on Kyle Criscuolo’s 
power-play goal at 16:20 as the Griffins took advantage of a 
4-on-3 situation. The Griffins’ Dennis Cholowski made it 2-2 
at 6:07 of the third with a rebound goal after a lengthy 
scramble near the Wolves’ net. 

Cotton regained momentum for the Wolves shortly 
thereafter. He blocked a shot near Chicago’s blue line, 
gained possession and triggered a 3-on-1 rush. Cotton fed 
Ryan Suzuki in the center of the ice, then received a return 
pass in the right circle and buried it for a 3-2 lead at 7:33 of 
the third. 
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Grand Rapids gained a power play late in regulation and 
pulled goaltender Kevin Boyle (0-1-0) to gain a 6-on-4 
advantage, but Joey Keane and Jeannot worked together to 
set up Jeannot’s shorthanded insurance goal with 1:55 to 
play. 

The 21-year-old Warm (1-0-0) stood tall early and often in his 
first pro game. He rejected several shots in the waning 
minutes with the Griffins searching for the equalizer. 

“Great feet, finds pucks, made some big saves when we 
needed him to,” Warsofsky said. “His rebound control was 

really good. I liked Beck tonight. He was really good for a guy 
who had a late start to camp.” 

The Wolves return to the ice at 6 p.m. Tuesday with a trip to 
face the Rockford IceHogs, then they’re back at Triphahn 
Center at 7 p.m., Feb. 20, to meet the Iowa Wild. 

Looking for the perfect Valentine’s Day gift and a chance to 
get that special someone’s smiling face into Triphahn Center 
this season? Purchase a Valentine’s Day-themed Wolves 
cutout and take your place in the Chicago Wolves Fan 
Gallery, presented by Hefty. To purchase yours, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com.
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Carolina Hurricanes bounce back for 5-3 victory over the Dallas Stars 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Dallas Stars played Thursday for the third 
time this season. 

No extensive video work or skull session was needed. The two teams 
know each other tendencies. Just throw the puck down and go. 

The Canes and Stars combined for an entertaining game, Carolina 
winning 5-3. It was played before a few thousand fans allowed into 
American Airlines Center, adding a different element during the 
pandemic. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a “gritty win” and that best 
summed it up. 

“We made some nice high-end plays to get some goals and then buckled 
down,” he said on the postgame media call. 

Both teams made pushes in a game with a lot of ebb and flow. Jordan 
Staal had a goal and assist for the Canes (8-3-0), setting up Sebastian 
Aho for a power-play goal in the first period with a neat no-look pass -- 
one of those high-end plays -- and then hustling to score in the second, 
lunging across the ice. 

With the Stars (5-3-3) leading 3-2 late in the second, Brock McGinn tied it 
for Carolina, scoring for the fourth straight game, a personal best. After 
Brett Pesce’s shot from the point, McGinn grabbed the loose puck for his 
fifth of the season. 

“The most important goal of the game,” Canes forward Nino Niederreiter 
said. 
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Niederreiter’s goal at 3:58 of the third was the game-winner. Taking a 
stretch pass from Dougie Hamilton and faking out goalie Anton Khudobin 
with a backhand-to-forehand move for a 4-3 lead. Make it another high-
end play. 

Warren Foegele had a late empty-net goal after Dallas pulled Khudobin 
for an extra attacker, with Aho earning an assist. 

The Canes hunkered down around goalie James Reimer, who saw a lot 
of rubber Thursday, facing 37 shots in improving his record to 6-1-0. “He 
stood on his head, helped us out big time,” Niederreiter said. 

The Canes took five penalties in the first two periods that Brind’Amour 
said “sucked the game from us.” The Stars had a 5-on-3 power play in 
the second period and Joe Pavelski scored for a 3-2 lead, his eighth, 
before McGinn tied it with 27 seconds left in the period. 

“We were flirting with disaster,” Staal said. “That’s not how we want to 
play. It’s never going to be perfect every night. Good teams find a way to 
win.” 

Pesce had a pair of assists for the Canes as did center Vincent 
Trocheck, who returned from a lower-body injury that kept him out the 
last game. 

The Canes and Stars play the second game of the Central Division mini-
series on Saturday — their fourth game of the season. 

SECOND PERIOD: SCORE TIED 3-3 

McGinn hopped on a loose puck to the left of the goal and knocked it in 
with 27 seconds left in the period after the Stars had controlled play late 
in the period. For McGinn, who scored seven goals in 68 games in 2019-
20, it was his fifth of the season. 

The Stars had scored three times, including a 5-on-3 power-play goal, to 
move ahead 3-2. Penalties on Niederreiter and then for too many men on 
the ice gave the Stars a two-man advantage and Pavelski scored for a 3-
2 lead. 

Staal’s lunging swipe, after a pass from Andrei Svechnikov, came 30 
seconds after Dallas’ Mark Pysyk scored his first goal of the season 

Staal has three goals and eight assists in the seven games since 
returning from his COVID-19 absence. 

The Stars’ Roope Hintz scored later in the period — twice. His first goal 
was overturned when the Canes won a coach’s challenge for offside, but 
Hintz, who has been an offensive threat all game, beat Hamilton to the 
front of the net off the rush for a 2-2 tie. 

FIRST PERIOD: CANES LEAD 1-0 

After the Stars Radek Faksa was called for hooking Svechnikov, the 
Canes converted. Staal carried the puck into the slot and had it knocked 
away. But Trocheck pushed the puck back to Staal in the low slot and 
Staal’s backward pass ended with Aho roofing a quick shot past 
Khudobin for his third of the season. 

NEW COVID PROTOCOLS 

The NHL and NHLPA announced Thursday new COVID protocols to heal 
stem the spread of the coronavirus. 

Among the measures: In addition to daily, lab-based PCR testing, the 
NHL will provide each U.S. team with point of care (POC) rapid testing to 
be conducted on game days to all players and team personnel who work 
around the bench area during games. 

Another measure is a stay-at-home order except to attend practices and 
games, to exercise outdoors on an individual basis, to perform essential 
activities or deal with family or other emergencies. 
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Hurricanes should have full roster for Stars with Vincent Trocheck 
expected to return 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 11, 2021 01:46 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes should have a full roster Thursday for their road 
game against the Dallas Stars as Vincent Trocheck is expected to quickly 
return to the lineup. 

Trocheck was a scratch Monday with a lower-body injury, Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour saying the center “didn’t feel right.” With Trocheck out 
and Carolina pressed against the NHL salary cap, the Canes faced the 
Columbus Blue Jackets with 11 forwards and six defensemen, forced to 
play shorthanded in a 3-2 loss. 

But Trocheck, tied for the team lead with six goals, was back at practice 
Wednesday, as was winger Martin Necas, who has missed the past two 
games with an upper-body injury. Necas was wearing a yellow no-
contact jersey Wednesday and Brind’Amour said he was another day or 
two away from being fully cleared. 

“He’s played well this year,” Brind’Amour said on Thursday’s media call 
of Trocheck. “I think he’s just comfortable now in this uniform and this 
organization and in his role.” 

CANES GET MUCH-NEEDED MENTAL BREAK BETWEEN GAMES 

The Canes (7-3-0) had what will be a rarity in the condensed 56-game 
regular season -- two days between games. For the second time, 
Carolina broke up the six-game road trip by returning home rather than 
jetting on to the next stop. 

The Canes practiced at Wake Competition Center, then flew to Dallas on 
Wednesday afternoon. The short hiatus in Raleigh, Brind’Amour said, 
came at the right time. 

“The mental break is what we need,” Brind’Amour said on a media call. 
“Physically it’s tough with all the games, just the grind. The schedule is 
weird. I don’t know how many games we’ve played now but it feels like 
we’ve been on the road for all of them. Any time you get the chance to 
take a breather we need to do it.” 

The Canes, who have played seven of 10 on the road, had a long 
COVID-19 pause that caused their schedule to be readjusted. Having 
had six players on the NHL COVID protocol list, they’re avoiding as many 
potential risks as possible, one reason for coming home between road 
series, avoiding out-of-town hotels. 

Asked Wednesday about “COVID fatigue,” defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
said the Canes were “lucky that we get to work, travel, come to the rink 
and hang out with each other. I know it’s extremely hard for a lot of 
people, people who have to working from home and not seeing people. 
It’s definitely hard on the mental health for all.” 

The NHL COVID protocol list has been a must-see every day after 5 p.m. 
The New Jersey Devils, Buffalo Sabres and Minnesota Wild have had 
their early season schedules badly disrupted with so many players on 
and off the list. 

The Stars (5-2-3) had their COVID problems before the season began. 
They’ve lost their past three games but have played well against the 
Canes in Dallas the past few years, albeit with loud crowds at American 
Airlines Center. There’s a limited attendance of about 4,000 at the home 
games. 

“They’re one of the better teams in the league,” Brind’Amour said. “They 
don’t give you much.” 

HURRICANES AT DALLAS STARS 

When: Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
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Where: American Airlines Center, Dallas. 

TV: FSCR 
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Rick Bowness says Stars ‘playing better than our record’ after one win in 
last two weeks 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 12:11 AM on Feb 12, 2021 CST 

 

Despite a rough stretch in which the Stars have won just one game in the 
last two weeks, coach Rick Bowness is not worried about his team. 

The Stars lost 5-3 to Carolina on Thursday night, dropping Dallas to 1-3-
3 in its last seven. For the second straight game, the Stars watched a 
one-goal lead disappear along with their shot at a full two points. 

“Overall, if you ask me, could we have won the game?” Bowness said. 
“Absolutely, we could have won that game.” 

The Stars and Hurricanes played pretty evenly at 5 on 5. According to 
Natural Stat Trick, the shot attempts were 45-45, the Stars held a 26-23 
edge in shots on goal and a 2.00-1.93 edge in expected goals. Both 
teams had dominating stretches of the game, but neither dominated from 
start to finish. 

The story has become familiar for the Stars, who have played well 
enough to collect extra points in each of their past five losses but have 
failed to do so. 

“Our record could be a whole lot better than it is right now,” Bowness 
said. “That’ll even itself out. We’ve got 45 more games to go. It’ll even 
out. We keep playing like that, we’ll win more than we lose.” 

“In our eyes, we’re definitely, definitely not where we want to be,” 
defenseman Mark Pysyk said. “I think everybody knows that there just 
needs to be a little bit extra from everybody.” 

The Stars endured another slow start in the first period. They entered the 
first intermission down 1-0 after a Sebastian Aho power play goal during 
a period littered with stoppages in play. Carolina held a 13-9 edge in 
shots on goal. 

The slow starts are nothing new for the Stars. This season, Dallas has 
scored just four goals in the first period, the fewest in the NHL. It has 81 
shots in the first period, the second-fewest in the NHL. The saving grace 
for the Stars is that their opponents haven’t done much better: seven 
goals (fourth-fewest) and 79 shots (third-fewest). 

But each Stars representative Thursday night mentioned the poor starts 
as a big issue. 

Pysyk: “I think we need to start on time. I think our first periods haven’t 
been where we’ve been wanting them to be. The level of consistency 
needs to come up.” 

Forward Roope Hintz: “I think we have to get better from the start. The 
first periods have been tough for us, so we have to fix that. Then we’re 
good.” 

Defenseman Miro Heiskanen: We had a bad start last season, we know 
how to deal with it if it’s not going well. It’s just little details and we’ve got 
to be ready first periods, but it’s not too big deal.” 

So how does it fix itself? 

“Just keep trying,” Bowness said. “We’ve talked about it. We’ve 
addressed it. We’ll just keep trying.” 

The bigger concern for the Stars is that Anton Khudobin doesn’t look like 
the world beater he was in the Edmonton bubble, or even the goalie he 
was to start the season against Nashville and Detroit. 

He allowed four goals on 31 shots. After starting the season 3-0-0 with a 
.958 save percentage and 0.99 goals against average, he has fallen off 
dramatically. In his last four starts, Khudobin has a 0-3-1 record, .866 
save percentage and 4.25 GAA. 

In the last week, Chicago goaltenders Malcolm Subban and Kevin 
Lankinen stole games for the Blackhawks while Jake Oettinger played 
well. Thursday night, James Reimer did so for Carolina. 

“That’s probably the best offensive outputs we’ve had and give Reimer a 
lot of credit, he made some huge saves, especially in that second 
period,” Bowness said. “We thought we could have had four, five goals in 
the second period alone. He made a lot of huge saves.” 

Khudobin has shown he can do that, but hasn’t recently. 

“I’m sure he’s not happy with his numbers,” Bowness said. “We know 
what he’s capable of doing. He’s just going to have to keep working and 
get back on top of his game.” 

These Stars have been in this position before. They began last season 1-
7-1 and ended the regular-season on a six-game losing streak. A 1-3-3 
stretch doesn’t faze them, even if Bowness wants to leave last year in the 
past. 

“Last year is last year,” Bowness said. “Listen, we’re playing better than 
our record, that’s all I can tell you. I think we just stay with it. I’m not 
worried about last year, that’s gone. The way we’re playing right now, if 
we stay with it and clean up a couple of things, and give the young 
players some more experience, we’ll be OK.” 

Hintz ‘flying out there’: Roope Hintz was the Stars’ best player on 
Thursday night, finishing with one goal on four shots and eight attempts. 
He also hit a crossbar, a post, had a goal disallowed due to an offside 
challenge and narrowly missed a goal on the power play on a feed from 
Joe Pavelski. 

“Flying out there, and he’s creating a lot of offense,” Bowness said. 

Hintz finished the game with 18:34 of ice time on 30 shifts, plus he went 
12-6 on faceoffs. 

In-game changes: Bowness made a pair of personnel adjustments during 
Thursday night’s game. 

First, he switched Radek Faksa and Jason Dickinson, elevating 
Dickinson to play with Blake Comeau and Andrew Cogliano and putting 
Faksa with Ty Dellandrea and Nick Caamano. Bowness said he noticed 
Dickinson was skating well Thursday and wanted him to provide speed 
with Cogliano and Comeau 

“I thought he had lots of jump and he was giving that line lots of speed, 
so I wanted to keep him playing,” Bowness said. 

Dickinson’s speed helped him when he was primarily matched up with 
Aho. 

Second, the Stars flip-flopped Miro Heiskanen and John Klingberg on the 
power play units. Bowness said the units weren’t clicking and they just 
wanted to try something different. 

“We’ve done that before, we’ll do it again,” Bowness said. 
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Despite his critics, Stars rookie Jason Robertson is finding ways to 
contribute at the NHL level 
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By Matthew DeFranks 5:08 PM on Feb 11, 2021 CST 

 

If you’ve wanted to follow the action during Stars games in the last week, 
just follow Jason Robertson. 

During Thursday night’s 5-3 loss to Carolina, Robertson was heavily 
involved in big plays both ways, continuing a week in which he was part 
of both Stars goals against the Blackhawks. 

On Thursday night, Robertson picked up two assists but also blew an 
assignment that led to the Hurricanes’ game-winning goal on a 
breakaway. He was also offside on a zone entry, which negated a Roope 
Hintz goal after a Carolina challenge and took away what would have 
been another Robertson assist. 

Here’s a closer look at his night. 

Primary assist to Mark Pysyk 

Robertson gets to the puck behind the net and maintains possession 
while circling the offensive zone. He times his pass to the overlapping 
Pysyk correctly and the defenseman takes the puck to the net for his first 
goal as a Star. 

Robertson is tall, but he’s not thick. Nevertheless, he’s capable of putting 
a defenseman on his hip to protect the puck and set up teammates. 

Offside on Roope Hintz’s would-be goal 

As Andrej Sekera entered the offensive zone in the second period, he 
slowed up at the blue line and Robertson did not, putting the Stars barely 
offside but taking away a Hintz goal. The goal was well done by 
Robertson behind the net to collect the puck and attempt a wraparound. 
He didn’t score, but the rebound went right to Hintz. 

Secondary assist on Hintz’s goal 

Hintz and Denis Gurianov will be on the highlight packages speeding 
through the neutral zone, but Robertson starts the play with a long pass 
out of his own end to Gurianov. It’s a testament to Robertson’s vision of 
the ice that he was able to spring the two speedsters so easily. However, 
it’s not always that easy for that line to get out of the zone. 

Failed clearances on Brock McGinn’s goal 

This obviously isn’t on Robertson, but the McGinn goal showed why a 
Robertson-Hintz-Gurianov line isn’t perfect. They struggled to get out of 
their own zone, twice pushing the puck up the boards, but unable to clear 
the zone. Brett Pesce fired a shot on net and McGinn picked up the 
rebound. 

The extended zone time led to the goal against, and the young all-
offense line was stuck playing defense. 

Missed assignment on Nino Niederreiter’s game-winning goal 

With Miro Heiskanen in the offensive zone trying to create, the Stars ask 
that a forward covers him to avoid giving up an odd-man rush. That 
assignment was Nick Caamano’s, until he went to the bench for a 
change. Robertson came on in his place and flew by Niederreiter, leaving 
Heiskanen to lunge at the pass from Dougie Hamilton in the neutral zone. 

“You look at that breakaway goal, Miro’s up the ice, that’s a forward’s 
responsibility to be there for him,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. 
“That’s what I mean, a young player makes a mistake in that situation.” 

Heiskanen: “A breakaway goal, that’s what I saw. I was up there in the 
offensive zone and I’m not sure what happened, but, yeah, breakaway.” 

Robertson, 21, has been dinged for his skating ability, a wonky stride as 
his legs swing outward and his torso stays upright, but one that is 
surprisingly useful in making his way around the ice. He’s been told his 
play away from the puck needs to improve, a common refrain for young 
offensive players entering the NHL. 

“Some of the younger players made some defensive mistakes and, 
listen, we’re going to have to live with that,” Bowness said Thursday 
night. “They’re going to play, and they’ve got to learn and they made 
some mistakes defensively.” 

The previous week offered a preview of Robertson’s night on Thursday: 
his first career goal Sunday against the Blackhawks and the assist 
Tuesday that displayed the improvements in his game the Stars are 
looking for. 

In setting up Hintz’s goal on Tuesday, Robertson pickpocketed Pius 
Suter exiting the Chicago zone, a takeaway that was only possible 
because Robertson was in a decent enough position defensively to catch 
Suter from behind and turn the puck over. Then he somehow jammed a 
pass to Hintz through Suter for a Stars goal. 

Robertson said one of the biggest lessons he’s learned from the NHL this 
season is that you have to work to get the puck. Playing in junior hockey 
in the OHL, the puck would find the talented offensive players, but not in 
the NHL. 

“Being in a good defensive position often leads to turnovers and pressure 
on the opposition, and more opportunities for offensive chances,” 
Robertson said. “That’s what I’m learning these past couple games and 
that’s really what they’re trying to preach to me.” 

Robertson has found a temporary home in the top six with Roope Hintz 
and Denis Gurianov, two speedsters that have chemistry together and 
create a lot of offense off the rush versus on the cycle in the offensive 
zone. Robertson has not looked out of place there, though his skating — 
like almost everyone — is not up to Hintz and Gurianov. 

Robertson said he worked on his skating in the offseason, training with a 
running backs coach to develop more explosiveness in his lower half. He 
learned to bend his knees more and it’s a subtle movement that he tries 
to rehearse often during morning skates and practices. He also said he 
feels like growing up is helping him: as he’s getting older, he’s getting 
stronger and develops a harder skating stride. 

Robertson’s skating may still develop more, but he would have to look no 
further than teammate Joe Pavelski for a player whose skating has been 
criticized but often finds himself in scoring areas and around the puck. 

“Young, old, it doesn’t really matter, you’ve got to work,” Pavelski said. 
“Every day, you’ve got to put it in and compete. Even for me now, if I 
don’t like where my game is at or I’m trying to find something more, it’s 
focus on your 1 on 1 battles, understand the system so, when you step 
on the ice, you can let it fly.” 

Pavelski has made a career of being in the right places, tipping pucks 
and banging rebounds. Robertson’s game is different than that: he’s 
more of a distributor and pure shooter than Pavelski, who dominates at 
the net-front. But it still comes back to reading the game correctly for both 
of them. 

“A lot of it is mental and knowing where you’re going to be on the ice,” 
Robertson said. “These past couple games, I’ve started to get more 
familiar, more comfortable knowing where the puck’s going to be and be 
able to be in a position to get the puck and make plays. I know that’s 
what they want me to do and I’ve just got to keep working and reloading 
and I’ll get the puck.” 
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Andrej Sekera returns to Stars’ lineup vs. Carolina; goaltender Anton 
Khudobin gets first start in a week 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 3:22 PM on Feb 11, 2021 CST 
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Stars defenseman Andrej Sekera will return to the lineup Thursday night 
against Carolina, as goaltender Anton Khudobin earns his first start in a 
week. 

Sekera missed the past five games while in COVID-19 protocol. He spent 
a week in Raleigh as the Stars traveled to Columbus and then back to 
Dallas. Sekera flew back to Dallas on Saturday, and began skating 
Sunday. 

Sekera will take his customary spot on the third defensive pairing with 
Mark Pysyk as Joel Hanley comes out of the lineup. The Stars will also 
rely heavily on Sekera to kill penalties alongside Esa Lindell. 

Khudobin has not started a game since Feb. 4 in Columbus, when he 
allowed four goals in a Stars loss. He was scratched for Sunday’s game 
against Chicago because he was late to practice Saturday morning. 
Rookie Jake Oettinger started again Tuesday after a strong showing 
Sunday, while Khudobin backed up. 

• Defenseman Taylor Fedun cleared waivers and was assigned him to 
the taxi squad Thursday. The Stars waived him Wednesday. 

Fedun can go between the NHL roster and the taxi squad as much as the 
Stars want in the next 30 days before they would have to waive him 
again to pass him through to the taxi squad. After the Stars sent Julius 
Honka to AHL affiliate Texas on Wednesday, Fedun is the only 
defenseman on the taxi squad. 

• Forward Alexander Radulov wasn’t on the ice for morning skate 
Thursday and will be out Thursday night against the Hurricanes. He has 
not played since Feb. 4 in Columbus due to a lower-body injury. 

“He’s day to day, but I really don’t have any idea,” Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. “Treatments are taking place, he’s doing everything he 
can. I really don’t have an update on that, other than I know he’s not 
playing tonight.” 

The Stars placed Radulov on injured reserve Thursday afternoon, but he 
is eligible to play as soon as Saturday against Carolina. 

Projected Stars lineup vs. Carolina on Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

Jamie Benn – Joe Pavelski – Joel Kiviranta 

Jason Robertson – Roope Hintz – Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano – Radek Faksa – Blake Comeau 

Nick Caamano – Jason Dickinson – Ty Dellandrea 

Esa Lindell – John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak – Miro Heiskanen 

Andrej Sekera – Mark Pysyk 

Anton Khudobin 

Jake Oettinger 

Scratches: Justin Dowling, Joel Hanley. 

Taxi squad: Joel L’Esperance, Rhett Gardner, Tanner Kero, Taylor 
Fedun, Landon Bow. 

Injured reserve and non-roster: Alexander Radulov (lower-body), Ben 
Bishop (knee), Tyler Seguin (knee), Stephen Johns (head). 
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North Texas, Dallas Stars to host IIHF U-18 World Championship this 
spring 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 10:30 AM on Feb 11, 2021 CST 

 

The future stars of the NHL are coming to North Texas. 

The International Ice Hockey Federation will hold the Under-18 World 
Championship in Frisco and Plano this spring, USA Hockey and the 
Stars announced Thursday morning. 

The tournament, which serves as one of the marquee showcases for 
draft-eligible players around the world, will be held from April 26 to May 6 
at Comerica Center in Frisco and the Children’s Health StarCenter in 
Plano. The tournament features the top 10 U18 programs in the world. 

Group A (Sweden, Canada, Belarus, Latvia and Switzerland) will be in 
Plano, while Group B (United States, Russia, Czech Republic, Finland 
and Germany) will be in Frisco. Comerica Center will also host two 
quarterfinal games, both semifinals and both medal games. 

The United States has hosted the U18 tournament twice before: Grand 
Forks, N.D., in 2016 and Fargo, N.D., and Moorhead, Minn., in 2009. 

The organizations hope fans can attend games, and ticketing information 
will be released in the coming weeks. Coronavirus protocols for teams 
have not been finalized, though they are expected to look similar to the 
ones implemented in Edmonton for the World Juniors in December. 

The tournament was originally supposed to be held in Plymouth and Ann 
Arbor, Mich., but organizers decided to move it both to capitalize on the 
infrastructure and experience of the Stars and to potentially have fans in 
the building. Plymouth and Ann Arbor were also supposed to host it last 
year, but it was canceled because of the coronavirus. 

“Being awarded an international event of this caliber is a testament to our 
local players, coaches, parents and support staff that have worked 
tirelessly to help grow that game of hockey in the Lone Star State,” Stars 
CEO and president Brad Alberts said in a statement. 

Hosting the U18 World Championship marks another marquee hockey 
event involving the Stars. 

Dallas hosted the NHL draft in 2018 at American Airlines Center. The 
Stars hosted the Winter Classic at the Cotton Bowl last year with more 
than 85,000 people in attendance. The club was a candidate to play 
preseason games in China this year before the pandemic scrubbed those 
plans. 

Now, North Texas will be the center of the amateur scouting universe for 
two weeks this spring. 

“This tournament is another example of how the Dallas-Fort Worth 
metroplex has become a premier destination for major hockey events at 
every level because of our world-class facilities and unmatched 
hospitality,” Alberts said. 

Recent hosts of the U-18 World Championship 

2020 – Canceled 

2019 – Ornskoldsvik and Umea, Sweden 

2018 – Chelyabinsk and Magnitogorsk, Russia 

2017 – Poprad and Spisska Nova Ves, Slovakia 

2016 – Grand Forks, North Dakota, USA 
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Stars struggle to find consistency as losses stack up; Thomas Harley 
speaks 

 

By Saad Yousuf Feb 11, 2021  
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When you’re 1-3-3 in your past seven games, you’re a team that has 
some issues that need to be addressed. On Tuesday, the conversation 
revolved around finishing. The Stars needed to finish plays, finish scoring 
opportunities and finish games. After another loss on Thursday, 5-3 to 
the Carolina Hurricanes, the conversation centered on the other end of 
the spectrum. 

“I think we have to get better from the start,” forward Roope Hintz said. 
“The first periods have been tough for us, so we have to fix that and then 
we’re good.” 

“I think we just need to start on time,” defenseman Mark Pysyk said. “I 
think our first periods haven’t been where we’ve been wanting them to 
be. The level of consistency needs to come up.” 

“It’s just little details and we’ve got to be ready in first periods,” 
defenseman Miro Heiskanen said. “It’s not too big of a deal.” 

The Stars have had a first-period issue for most games this season. They 
gradually get better throughout the game, but most teams in the NHL are 
too good to spot them 20 minutes of quality hockey. That’s not to say the 
Stars were flat in the first period Thursday. They had their moments, and 
they experienced some bad fortune and close calls. Hintz looked like he 
was going to get the Stars rolling early, but the shot clanked off the 
crossbar. Other times, the puck just missed the stick of a player who 
looked like he was going to be the final name on a scorecard. 

“The opportunities to get that early lead were there, but we didn’t 
capitalize,” coach Rick Bowness said. 

If you add the emphasis on finishing from Tuesday to the dialogue of 
starting better from Thursday, it boils down to consistency. The Stars 
have been consistently inconsistent during this 1-3-3 stretch, and that’s 
not talking about game to game. It’s not even period to period. Dallas 
hasn’t been consistent from shift to shift, and that is simultaneously 
frustrating and pleasing because there is good and bad. However, the 
frustrating part wins out when the win column is abandoned. The Stars 
struggled with five-on-five play early in the season, but it’s easier to work 
through that when you’re getting wins in the process. When the losses 
start stacking up, in overtime or in regulation, the inconsistency becomes 
tougher to swallow. 

I usually avoid bringing my in-game Twitter foolery into my articles, but I’ll 
make an exception here. Go listen to “Hot n Cold” by Katy Perry and 
imagine she’s singing about the Stars. It fits like a glove right now. 

’Cause you’re hot then you’re cold 

You’re yes, then you’re no 

You’re in, then you’re out 

You’re up, then you’re down 

1. Hintz was incredible Thursday. He was buzzing from the opening 
period, and it felt like it was just a matter of time before he connected on 
a goal. That finally happened in the second period when Hintz found the 
back of the net. However, Carolina challenged for offsides and won, so 
the goal was taken off the board. It was fitting that, given Hintz’s 
relentless pressure up to that point, he came right back on the rush and 
got the goal he deserved: 

“He’s flying out there, and he’s creating a lot of offense,” Bowness said. 
“Roope is probably one of the best forwards we have in terms of when 
our (defensemen) are going down the walls, and you know we’re 
adamant that they’re involved, of making that read and backing up the 
D.” 

“Lightning speed, great with the puck,” Pysyk said. “That line was going 
tonight and it’s fun to see them, and see them skate around guys and 
make plays. Really good line.” 

2. There’s no question that the forward group of Jason Robertson, Hintz 
and Denis Gurianov was the best line of the evening. Robertson and 

Gurianov tallied assists on Hintz’s goal and earlier on Pysyk’s first goal 
as a Star. 

The Stars have had a few different lines popping off at different times 
during the season, but they need to find a way to have multiple 
combinations going in the same game. 

3. Midway through the second period, the Stars were afforded a five-on-
three opportunity with the score tied 2-2. That was a big moment in the 
game, not only because a score would have broken a tie but also 
because the Stars were on a hot streak offensively, scoring a lot of goals 
in a short time, and they could ride that into establishing some more 
consistent offense the rest of the game. The good news is, Dallas scored 
on that opportunity, thanks to Joe Pavelski, first on the boards and then 
with a one-timer. 

The bad news is that it didn’t lead to any more goals the rest of the night. 
And while we’re talking about penalties leading to power plays, a few 
calls that seemed questionable went against the Stars. Those things 
happen over the course of a game and over the course of a season. 
Sometimes, things happen that favor the Stars. That’s not why the Stars 
lost Thursday, and it’s not why they’re in this funk. 

4. I’m not saying there’s a goaltending controversy, and maybe there’s 
not even a goaltending conversation — yet. But it’s picking up steam. 
Forget the numbers for a second and just go off the eye test with the past 
two games each for Jake Oettinger and Anton Khudobin. Oettinger has 
looked better, even though the offense failed him both times. Now, let’s 
add in the numbers. Khudobin in his past two games has a save 
percentage of .857. Oettinger in his past two is at .938. 

“I’m sure he’s not happy with his numbers,” Bowness said of Khudobin. 
“We know what he’s capable of doing, and he’s just going to have to 
keep working it and get back on top of his game.” 

We can dive deeper into this another time, but this situation isn’t as 
simple as which goaltender is playing better because this isn’t two 
goaltenders in equal circumstances. Oettinger is a rookie breaking into 
the league, whereas Khudobin is a veteran. The Stars can’t overwork 
Oettinger and mess with his development because they need wins now. 
Oettinger is a long-term play. If this kind of situation were happening 
between Khudobin and Ben Bishop, it might be easier just to ride the hot 
hand. This is a bit more complicated. Additionally, Bowness is right. 
Khudobin has shown over two seasons what he’s capable of. Making 
rash decisions because of a few recent bad games would be an 
overreaction. 

5. The Stars welcomed back Andrej Sekera after he missed the past five 
games either in the COVID-19 protocol or working his way back from it. 
Here is what their lineup looked like: 

Jamie Benn — Joe Pavelski — Joel Kiviranta 

Jason Robertson — Roope Hintz — Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Blake Comeau 

Nicholas Caamano — Jason Dickinson — Ty Dellandrea 

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen 

Andrej Sekera — Mark Pysyk 

Anton Khudobin 

Carolina countered with this: 

Jordan Martinook — Sebastian Aho — Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter — Vincent Trocheck — Brock McGinn 

Andrei Svechnikov — Jordan Staal — Warren Foegele 

Ryan Dzingel — Morgan Geekie — Jesper Fast 
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Jaccob Slavin — Dougie Hamilton 

Brady Skjei— Brett Pesce 

Jake Gardiner — Haydn Fleury 

James Reimer 

6. With the power play struggling, Bowness and assistant coach Derek 
Laxdal decided to flip Heiskanen to the top power-play unit and have 
Klingberg run the second. It’s something they’re done in the past as well 
and is easier to do when both defensemen are as talented as those two. 
It’s less of a demotion and more trying to mix things up and inject new 
blood. 

7. Thomas Harley spoke to a group of media members on a Zoom call 
Thursday. It was the most comfortable he’s looked in talking to the 
media, at least in my experiences over the past couple of years. 

Before we even asked a question, there was evidence of how well Harley 
is fitting in in Cedar Park, down in the Austin area. He was sporting a 
Texas Longhorns hat. 

THOMAS HARLEY IN HIS ZOOM CHAT TODAY SPORTING A TEXAS 
LONGHORNS HAT. LOOKS LIKE HE’S FITTING INTO THE AUSTIN 
AREA QUITE WELL. PIC.TWITTER.COM/AGXVUI4M5P 

— SAAD YOUSUF (@SAADYOUSUF126) FEBRUARY 11, 2021 

When asked what he’s looking to work on with Texas so he can be a 
long-term NHL player, he said a bit of everything. That seems like a 
cliche answer, but there’s a lot of truth to it. He’s playing five-on-five, on 
the power play and on the penalty kill in the AHL, something he would 
not be doing as a taxi squad member or even as a third-pairing 
defenseman in Dallas. 

Harley’s first professional goal came Monday, when he scored the winner 
in overtime to help beat the Iowa Wild in the third game of the season. 

“It was a great feeling,” Harley said. “I had a lot of opportunities all 
weekend, and it was kind of in the back of my head, like, ‘Damn, I think I 
should have had one by now.’” 

8. Harley said he’s adjusting to some habits that come with being a 
professional hockey player. In juniors, he would stay up late and wake up 
later in the morning. Now, he said, it’s flipped. He’s going to bed early, 
waking up early and eating better. 

The comedic highlight of the session was when Harley was asked about 
his living situation. He’s staying in a hotel in Cedar Park, something he’s 
grown very accustomed to. He was obviously in a hotel in the Edmonton 
bubble last summer, soon after went to World Juniors and was in a hotel 
there, then came straight to Dallas for training camp, where he was in a 
hotel most of the time. 

“I’m used to this, ordering food and not having too much space to work 
with,” Harley said. “I make do. I’m pretty much adapted by now.” 

Harley had a small non-hotel stint during his time in Dallas before getting 
sent down. He had an apartment in Plano for four days. 

“I had a kitchen, had a little living room; it was glorious, for four days,” 
Harley said. “Didn’t know what to do with myself (having a couch).” 

9. Harley said the biggest difference in playing the AHL versus the OHL 
is how much stronger everyone is and the fact that there “are no 16-year-
olds that you can just push around.” He described playing against 36-
year-old Iowa Wild forward Cody McLeod. 

“He’s just — I don’t think he has a neck,” Harley said. “He’s just so thick 
and strong, it’s nuts. Everyone is faster, stronger and smarter. It’s 
definitely a harder game.” 

The question was posed to Harley regarding what he learned about 
himself during the bubble experience, and particularly in his NHL debut 
against the Colorado Avalanche. The 19-year-old prospect provided an 
honest assessment. 

“How far I still have to come to be an impact player in the NHL,” Harley 
said. “That first game was really humbling. The speed and skill on the 
Avalanche, and just NHL players in general, is absurd. I don’t think you 
really understand it until you play a game. Realizing how far I have to 
come and trying to get there, that’s what I learned about myself.” 

Harley has been playing on the power play since he was 12 or 13 years 
old, so it’s nothing new to him. But Texas tries to emulate everything that 
Dallas does, and the power play in Dallas got off to a fast start. Harley 
said he’s been watching a lot of Stars games and noticing John Klingberg 
and how much he shoots. He’s trying to incorporate a lot of that in his 
own power-play game. 

Watching Dallas Stars games, Harley has seen a lot of his fellow young 
talent have success. Harley got especially close to Oettinger and 
forwards Ty Dellandrea, Nicholas Camaano and Jason Robertson. 

“I sent (Oettinger) a text yesterday, I said, ‘Calder Trophy, watch out. 
Jake Oettinger’s coming,'” Harley said. “They’re all playing well, and 
hopefully I can join them pretty quickly here.” 

10. The Stars and USA Hockey announced Thursday that Dallas will be 
host to the 2021 IIHF Under-18 Men’s World Championship. The 
tournament will take place in Frisco and Plano from April 26 to May 6. It’s 
a 10-nation tournament, featuring Group A, which includes Sweden, 
Canada, Belarus, Latvia and Switzerland, and Group B, featuring the 
U.S., Russia, Czech Republic, Finland and Germany. Group A 
preliminary-round play will take place at the Children’s Health StarCenter 
in Plano, and Group B will play at Comerica Center in Frisco. Comerica 
Center is also where two quarterfinal games, both semifinal contests, 
along with the bronze and gold-medal games will be played. 

This is another example of the Stars growing hockey in the south. The 
2018 NHL draft was held in Dallas, followed by the 2019 ACHA 
tournament in Frisco and then the granddaddy of them all, the 2020 
Winter Classic at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas. That’s in addition to the 2020 
playoff run to the Stanley Cup Final. Add 2021 IIHF Under-18 Men’s 
World Championship to the list. 
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Kevin Stenlund's late goal gives the Blue Jackets a victory on a wild night 
in Chicago 

Cam Atkinson led all players with a goal and four points, Jack Roslovic 
scored two goals and Stenlund finished with a goal and assist to help 
Columbus overcome Patrick Kane's big night. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO – Was it ugly or was it beautiful?  

Opinions will vary, but the Blue Jackets aren't going to complain after a 6-
5 victory against the Chicago Blackhawks on Thursday night at United 
Center – a thriller decided by Kevin Stenlund’s winning goal with 1:14 left 
to play.  

“You don’t really ever want to let in five goals, but if you let in five … 
you’ve got to score six, I guess,” said center Jack Roslovic, who scored 
huge goals in the second and third periods. “It’s good for the confidence 
of our group. Maybe we can just realize that it’s not going to be our 
identity (to play high-scoring games), but we can do it now.”  

It certainly wasn’t easy.  

The Blue Jackets (7-5-3) won this game despite multiple defensive 
breakdowns, losing a 1-0 lead, trailing by two goals twice, allowing three 
goals by rookies, falling behind 5-4 on Alex DeBrincat’s goal with 6:55 left 
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and watching Patrick Kane rack up three points on a goal and two 
assists.  

It was that kind of night.   

Fortunately for the Blue Jackets, it was a scramble for the Blackhawks 
(6-5-4) too. They were unable to protect their leads thanks to ill-advised 
penalties that led to Columbus power-play goals, some tough-luck 
bounces and the Blue Jackets continuing to push despite being knocked 
back several times.  

The final three goals of the game were a great example, as the Jackets 
responded to DeBrincat’s tally at 13:05 of the third with goals by Michael 
Del Zotto to tie it 5-5 with 2:41 left and Stenlund’s winner 1:27 later.  

Fending off a stick check by Chicago defenseman Nikita Zadorov, 
Stenlund fired a shot from the lower right wing that beat Blackhawks 
goalie Kevin Lankinen between the pads for his second goal and fifth 
point of the season – in just four games.  

“It was bobbling a little bit, but I was just trying to get it on the far side of 
the goalie,” said Stenlund, who created the opportunity after receiving a 
pass from Oliver Bjorkstrand in the neutral zone. “Luckily it went in.”  

It capped a rollercoaster night of scoring.  

Kane and DeBrincat each had a goal and two assists to lead the 
Blackhawks, who also got goals from rookies Ian Mitchell, Nicolas 
Beaudin and Pius Suter. Stenlund and Del Zotto each had a goal and 
assist for the Blue Jackets, who also got Roslovic’s two goals and four 
points from Cam Atkinson – who led all scorers with a goal and three 
assists.  

“We made some plays,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. “Some 
guys made some plays and you could just see some confidence grow. 
We still had some breakdowns. We still gave up some chances, but I just 
like the way we made some plays.”  

Atkinson made the first big one to give Columbus an early 1-0 lead late in 
the first. After creating a turnover during a Blackhawks power play, he 
scored short-handed for the second time in as many games and third 
time this season to pass Rick Nash for the most short-handed goals (15) 
in franchise history.  

That goal put the Blue Jackets on top first for the 11th time in their first 15 
games, rewarding goalie Joonas Korpisalo for several big stops to keep it 
0-0, but things heated up quickly in the second.  

The Blackhawks scored three straight goals in the next period, including 
the first two within 1:17, and built a 3-1 lead on tallies by Mitchell, 
Beaudin and Suter.   

Mitchell scored 21 seconds into the period to tie it 1-1, tapping home a 
feed from David Kampf that Seth Jones couldn’t stop, and Beaudin made 
it 2-1 less than a minute later. Both goals were NHL firsts for the rookie 
defensemen and each was aided by blown defensive coverages. 

It happened a third time in the period, too, when Suter took a feed from 
Kane and made it 3-1 with 6:30 left.  

The Jackets were headed for a long night at that point, but it had a 
couple of plot twists remaining. 

Roslovic pulled Columbus within 3-2 on his first goal of the game, 
capping a late power play that followed Nikita Zadorov’s boarding 
penalty, and the Blue Jackets went into the second intermission with new 
life.  

Kane put Chicago up 4-2 just 29 seconds into the third, responding with 
his own power-play goal during carryover time from a tripping penalty 
called on Vladislav Gavrikov late in the second, but Columbus again 
pushed back.   

Boone Jenner scored on a power play at 6:39 to cut the Blackhawks' lead 
to 4-3 and Roslovic’s second goal of the game –third in two games – 
knotted it 4-4 with 12:01 left. 

DeBrincat scored the next one off a perfect backhand pass from Kane, 
putting Chicago up 5-4, but the Blue Jackets soon overcame it on goals 
by Del Zotto and Stenlund.  

“You throw away a couple of major breakdowns, I thought we played a 
really good game from that point on (in the second), when they scored 
their second,” Tortorella said. “So, we’ll go. We’ll leave the building with a 
win.” 
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Blue Jackets gain local approval to host limited number of fans, still need 
OK from state 

Columbus Public Health has green-lighted the team's application for a 
variance to host up to 10 percent capacity (1,953) at Nationwide Arena. 
Plan must now be approved by Ohio Department of Health. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

The Blue Jackets gained local approval from Columbus Public Health on 
Thursday to host up to 10% capacity for games at Nationwide Arena.  

The team's application for a variance must gain final approval from the 
Ohio Department of Public Health. 

The Blue Jackets have taken a major stride toward hosting a limited 
number of fans this season at Nationwide Arena.  

The team announced Thursday that a plan to host up to 10% of the 
building’s capacity — or 1,953 fans — was approved by Columbus Public 
Health, which will share its recommendations and submit the team’s 
variance request for final approval with the Ohio Department of Public 
Health. 

It’s unclear how long that process could take, but the team anticipates “at 
least” one additional week after gaining final approval to welcome fans 
back into the building. 

“We have spent a great deal of time and effort to provide a framework for 
fans to safely return to Nationwide Arena this season and appreciate the 
work of our local health officials throughout this process to date,” the 
team said in a statement. “We are excited about the possibility of 
welcoming ‘The 5th Line’ back to Nationwide Arena and look forward to 
hearing from state officials in the near future.” 

The Cleveland Cavaliers were approved to host up to 10% capacity 
(1,944) in late December for their games at Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse.   
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Michael Arace: Tortorella's career drama is an epic with a huge cast on 
the bench 

 

Michael Arace 

 

Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella has a long history of keeping players 
on the bench when he feels a message needs to be sent. Patrik Laine on 
Monday is merely the latest example. 
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The Blue Jackets are once again the center of the hockey universe, with 
coach John Tortorella in the crosshairs of the focus. Torts has a knack 
for this. 

A little more than two weeks after Pierre-Luc Dubois was benched and 
then traded, Tortorella sat Patrik Laine for almost half of a game Monday 
night. This headline story generated a tweetstorm of laughter, rage and 
everything in between among the legions who’ve been trying to 
psychoanalyze Tortorella for 20 years.  

Blue Jackets: Tortorella, Laine say they're moving past benching 

Here in Columbus, there were those who stood firm by the coach and 
those who wondered how he could shorthand his team by stapling one of 
the most lethal scorers in the league to the bench in a tie game. The Blue 
Jackets wound up hanging on for a 3-2 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

“(Tortorella) has a strict standard and a set of values I actually agree 
with,” Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen said. “We agree together for the 
organization and the culture we’re trying to build here.” 

As our Brian Hedger reported, Laine’s benching had more to do with 
something he said to a Jackets assistant than anything else (like, blowing 
defensive assignments). 

“We’re by it,” Tortorella declared Wednesday. “We’re by it. Everything’s 
fine. Thanks for asking.” 

Laine issued a mea culpa. 

“You know, I think that’s something from the coach, that it doesn’t matter 
who you are,” Laine said. “If you do something (wrong), you’ll get 
benched. … You deserve to get benched.” 

Yeah, but will you sign a new contract with the Blue Jackets? That’s the 
question on the minds of Jackets fans, and Tortorella’s critics, if not 
Tortorella himself.  

The man has a history. 

The Dubois/Laine benchings have elements of Tortorella’s first notable 
example of the coach’s message-delivery system. In 2001, in his seventh 
week on the job with the Tampa Bay Lightning, Tortorella sat Vincent 
Lecavalier. It was the first of many benchings for Lecavalier, a former No. 
1 overall draft pick. 

Heading into the next season, as negotiations on a new contract stalled, 
Lecavalier did not immediately report to camp. Tortorella sat him the first 
two games and stripped him of the captaincy. 

Lecavalier’s agent pushed for a trade and then-Lightning GM Rick 
Dudley put a deal in place with Toronto. A higher-up in the Lightning front 
office stepped in and quashed the deal. 

Two years later — as Tortorella was leading the Lightning to a Stanley 
Cup title and Lecavalier was developing, in fits and starts, into a monster 
— Dudley's replacement, Jay Feaster, told Sports Illustrated: 

“Many players come into my office and say, ‘(Tortorella) hates me. He 
hates me.’ I always tell them, ‘Don’t flatter yourself. He hates me, too.’ 
My point is, his style is the same with everyone in the organization. If 
something needs to be done with a player, he does it right now and he’s 
coming at you.” 

By the end of Tortorella’s final season in Tampa, in 2008, Lecavalier was 
on his way to a 52-goal, 108-point season and Tortorella was telling the 
Canadian Press, “He’s the best player in the league.” 

In 2009, Lecavalier signed a 11-year contract worth $85 million.   

Like many others who had a checkered player-coach relationship with 
Tortorella, Lecavalier often says that he didn’t appreciate the impact 
Tortorella had on his career until he retired. And then he did. 

In New York, there was an instance where Tortorella left Marian Gaborik 
on the bench in a shootout with a postseason bid riding on the outcome. 

Gaborik scored 42 goals that season. The Rangers lost the shootout and 
missed the playoffs. 

Tortorella's relationship with Gaborik was fraught. Tortorella's relationship 
with Brad Richards was one of mutual respect; the two won a Cup 
together in Tampa. But that didn't stop the coach from scratching 
Richards from two playoff games. The coach thought the player was 
underperforming. 

“This is a Conn Smythe winner, a guy that I’ve grown up with, a guy that I 
love as a person and a player,” Tortorella said when he scratched 
Richards. “But I have to make that decision regarding this. Kiss my 
(gluteus) if you want to write anything different. It’s not about blaming that 
guy, and I don’t want anybody to pile on him.” 

Their relationship was strained for a time. 

On a Lightning-themed podcast recorded last year, Richards said, “Torts 
is Torts. ... Once you get it in your head that this is all a plan to win and 
make our team better, once you buy into that, your team has a great time 
and you have success. … Torts was trying to turn us into pros.” 

During his year in Vancouver, Tortorella sat starting goaltender Roberto 
Luongo and played Eddie Lack in an NHL Heritage Classic game. 
Luongo had been excited to play in the throwback event. He forgot who 
filled out the lineup card. 

Vancouver went on to lose the game as 54,000 fans chanted, “We want 
Lu!” 

Tortorella’s history is complicated. There are those who believe he goes 
out of his way to chop down stars, maybe to suit his own ego. There are 
those who point out that, if he benched everyone who blew a coverage or 
didn’t block a shot, he’d have two players on the ice by the final horn. 
Which means he picks his spots, and his players, when he wants to 
make a point. Or a splash. 

I think Tortorella is motivated by trying to do the right thing, at least as he 
sees it. I think he had to bench Dubois for dogging it, otherwise he loses 
the rest of the bench. I think he had to set an example for Laine — even 
though it was just Laine’s fourth game with the team, and the optics were 
horrible, and it put the GM in a terrible spot. 

“It seems like a lot of drama at one time, but in reality, it’s not,” 
Kekalainen said. “We’ve dealt with it and I think we’ll be better because 
of it. All of it.” 

Winning heals. We shall see whether the Jackets, struggling in so many 
areas of their game, can make the playoffs. If not, maybe none of this is 
over. 
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Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella, forward Patrik Laine say they're 
moving past benching 

The coach and player talked Wednesday about comments about an 
unnamed assistant coach that led to an extended benching situation 
Monday against Carolina. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Patrik Laine's benching for the final 26-plus minutes on Monday will be 
the only discipline he receives for a reported verbal interaction with a 
Blue Jackets assistant coach. 

Wednesday was moving day for the Blue Jackets, who are trying to move 
past the bubbling cauldron of Patrik Laine's benching Monday as quickly 
and quietly as possible. 
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After an off day Tuesday that included headline-grabbing news about 
Mikko Koivu’s surprising retirement and Laine’s verbal mistreatment of an 
assistant coach — which prompted his benching in a 3-2 victory against 
Carolina — the Jackets got moving with a practice at Nationwide Arena. 

Michael Arace:Laine benching is latest Tortorella drama 

Injured defenseman Zach Werenski also was in motion next door at the 
Ice Haus, going through a workout after sustaining a lower-body injury 
last Thursday. 

But neither of those things were the most pressing examples of moving 
for the Blue Jackets, who said the Laine situation is in the past. 

“We’re by it, and we’re getting ready to play Chicago (on Thursday),” 
coach John Tortorella said. “We’re done with it.” 

Others including fans and reporters beg to differ. 

Blue Jackets: Patrik Laine's shot doesn’t seem to be problem as he tries 
to build chemistry with team 

In short, whenever a young star player is benched four games into his 
stint with a new team — which traded its own young star to get him — it’s 
kind of a big deal. And when the reason is, essentially, insubordination 
against an unnamed member of his new team’s coaching staff, the issue 
grows exponentially. 

That’s where the Blue Jackets found themselves Wednesday, standing in 
the middle of the biggest stage in the sport feeling trapped under the 
sweat-inducing rays of the NHL spotlight. 

No wonder Tortorella, Laine and captain Nick Foligno tried to turn down 
the heat. 

“We are by it,” Tortorella insisted. “And I’m not speaking on the subject 
anymore. And don’t ask any of the players either, because we’ve just 
moved by it. Everything’s fine, guys.” 

It’s fine? 

“Everything’s fine,” he continued. “Thanks for asking, though.” 

Tortorella didn’t disclose when he and Laine talked, but they did at some 
point Wednesday. They were spotted having a one-on-one chat shortly 
before the Jackets headed to the Ice Haus for work on the power play, 
but it's unclear if that was their lone discussion. 

Regardless, Laine will not have any further discipline measures on top of 
missing the final 6:19 of the second period plus all of the third on 
Monday. He is slated to play Thursday in Chicago. On Wednesday he 
skated on a line centered by Jack Roslovic and spoke with reporters 
about the benching flap. 

“That kind of stuff happens sometimes and, you know, everybody’s 
locked in, in the game, and stuff like that just happens sometimes," Laine 
said. "But we’ve moved on. We’ve talked about it and it’s going to stay in 
the (locker) room. But all good now.”  

Had something similar happened later in Laine’s tenure with the Jackets, 
it might not have been quite as big of deal. Instead, in only his fourth 
game, it made headlines. 

“If that kind of stuff happens, like, you deserve to get benched,” Laine 
said. “That’s just the way it is. I feel like I was playing decent hockey and, 
you know, developing my game, every game. But now, we’re past that 
(situation).”  

So he and the team are moving on, which is good news for the Jackets, 
who acquired him and Roslovic from the Winnipeg Jets for former 
disgruntled center Pierre-Luc Dubois and a third-round pick on Jan. 23. 

The team’s hope is to keep both players in Columbus long-term and 
Laine, who has two years left of restricted free agency, said the benching 
incident shouldn’t poison the Blue Jackets’ chances of making that 
happen. 

“No, absolutely not,” he said. “You know, I think that’s fair from the coach, 
that it doesn’t matter who you are. If you do something (wrong), you’ll get 
benched. That’s great to see for me. You don’t want to be the guy who’s 
getting benched, but now I’ve seen it for myself, that it doesn’t matter 
who you are or how well you have done (previously). You can get 
benched.” 

Laine said he took something positive out of the situation and doesn’t 
think there will be further issues. 

“I’ve loved my time here so far and I’m going to get better, for sure, so I 
don’t think it’s going to have (any) effect on my plans for the future,” he 
said.  

Lineup juggling 

The Blue Jackets’ depth at center took a hit with Koivu’s retirement, but it 
also created an opportunity for Kevin Stenlund to join the regular playing 
group. 

Stenlund skated with Max Domi and Oliver Bjorkstrand as his wingers in 
practice and also manned the left side of the Jackets’ second power-play 
unit, where he’ll line up Thursday against the Blackhawks. 

Tortorella said Boone Jenner likely will start out playing center in that 
game, keeping Alexandre Texier at left wing on a line with Mikhail 
Grigorenko, while defenseman Dean Kukan likely will be a healthy 
scratch. 

Defenseman Andrew Peeke, a right-handed shot, is expected to make 
his season debut and play with Michael Del Zotto on the third defense 
pairing. Peeke hasn’t played in a game since last year in the regular 
season. 

Merzlikins travels 

Goaltender Elvis Merzlikins, who’s on injured reserve with an upper-body 
injury, traveled with the team to Chicago. Merzlikins has missed the past 
three games after being injured in practice last week. 

Joonas Korpisalo is expected to make his fifth straight start Thursday, but 
who handles the backup role is unclear. The past two games it was Cam 
Johnson, who joined Korpisalo for practice, but he was assigned back to 
the taxi squad Tuesday.  

Matiss Kivlenieks (lower body) might back up Korpisalo or it might be 
Merzlikins, if he’s cleared to return. 
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A new Jack Roslovic, the old Cam Atkinson emerge in Blue Jackets’ 
stunning win 

 

By Aaron Portzline Feb 11, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — One player has been here longer than all the 
others. The other arrived just a couple of weeks ago. Together, Cam 
Atkinson and Jack Roslovic led an offensive awakening that led the Blue 
Jackets to a stunning 6-5 win in United Center. 

This was the type of late-game thievery the Chicago Blackhawks used to 
pull on the Blue Jackets not too many years ago. The Jackets trailed 3-1, 
4-2 and 5-4 before a wild finish. 

Michael Del Zotto scored the game-tying goal with 2:41 remaining, and 
Kevin Stenlund scored the game winner — just the second of his career 
— with 1:14 remaining as the Blue Jackets escaped with the win. 

It marked only the ninth time in franchise history that the Blue Jackets 
allowed five goals and won. 
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“You don’t ever want to let in five goals,” Roslovic said. “But if you let in 
five you have to score six, I guess.” 

Roslovic has been a revelation since he joined the Blue Jackets in the 
Jan. 23 trade that brought Patrik Laine to town. So much so that cheeky 
locals are referring to the blockbuster trade as the “Roslovic deal.” 

On Thursday, Roslovic had the fourth two-goal game of his career, giving 
him 4-5-9 in nine games with Columbus. That includes an ongoing six-
game point streak, the longest of his career. 

“It’s been huge,” Atkinson said. “I love playing with him. He slows the 
game down and he’s always in the right position, especially breaking out 
of our zone. 

“He’s playing really well for us, been one of our best players since he got 
traded here.” 

Roslovic scored a stop-the-bleeding goal at 18:00 of the second, one-
timing a pass from Max Domi on the power play that eluded Chicago 
goaltender Kevin Lankinen to make it 3-2. The Blackhawks had scored 
three unanswered before the goal. 

3-2 THANKS TO THE WINNIPEG TRADE…YEP, JACK ROSLOVIC 
GETS THE POWER PLAY GOAL. #CBJ #BLACKHAWKS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/6X3Y8FOYSS 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) FEBRUARY 12, 2021 

Roslovic scored again at 7:59 of the third period to tie the score at 4. He 
was coming through the right circle when Atkinson’s shot on Lankinen 
created a long rebound onto Roslovic’s stick. 

In Winnipeg, Roslovic never got the chance to be a top-six center. In 
Columbus, he’s quickly staked his claim to the top line. 

“We put him right in the middle,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. 
“That’s where he wants to play. He has a lot to learn away from the puck, 
but he has shown a tremendous swagger with the puck. Not afraid to 
hold on to it, make some plays. 

“The thing that impresses me … I didn’t realize how good a skater he 
was. That gives him a lot more opportunity to keep the puck and bring 
people to him to open plays for his wingers.” 

It’s good news that a new Jack Roslovic is dawning with the Blue 
Jackets. It’s equally important that the old Cam Atkinson is beginning to 
reappear, too. 

Atkinson (1-3-4) matched a career high with four points and set a career 
high with three assists, all of them primary helpers. 

PENALTY KILL WIZARD   ♂ #CBJ | @CAMATKINSON13 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/UAR6ZJFEJ2 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) FEBRUARY 
12, 2021 

The goal came early — 12:10 of the first period — when Atkinson and 
Nick Foligno squeezed Chicago’s Nicolas Beaudin into a turnover on the 
Blackhawks power play. Foligno flipped the puck ahead to Atkinson, who 
blasted a slapshot through Lankinen. 

The assists were all in the third period, the Blue Jackets’ third, fourth and 
fifth goals. 

“I feel like the last five or six games especially, I’ve been playing good 
hockey and getting opportunities,” Atkinson said. “Finally it’s starting to 
go in for me a little bit. 

“Instead of shying away from the puck, I’m going toward the puck, and I 
think that’s the biggest difference in my game. I’m feelin’ good.” 

Atkinson endured an awful 2019-20 between a lengthy slump at the start 
and a high ankle sprain that nagged him the rest of the way. 

But after Thursday’s outburst, Atkinson is second on the club with 10 
points, trailing only Oliver Bjorkstrand. 

“For all scorers, you have to put some numbers on the board, especially 
for Cam,” Tortorella said. “He’s been killing penalties really well, scored 
another big short-handed goal. A lot of things are happening in his game 
and that’s very important for this team.” 

Carpe diem 

Stenlund’s game winner was the perfect capper for the night, a great way 
for the young center to celebrate the start of the best opportunity he’s 
had yet for regular playing time in an offensive role. 

With Mikko Koivu’s retirement Tuesday, Blue Jackets management and 
coaches all but announced that Stenlund was going to get a shot in the 
top six after reshuffling the center depth chart yet again. 

Stenlund centered a line with Domi and Bjorkstrand, and the line had its 
share of moments. 

But the game winner was bizarre. 

STENLUND FOR THE #CBJ LEAD!!!!!! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/RGDSEWV06A 

— FOX SPORTS COLUMBUS (@FOXSPORTSCBUS) FEBRUARY 12, 
2021 

Bjorkstrand freed Stenlund with a pass out of the defensive zone, and the 
big Swede was in stride with Chicago’s Nikita Zadorov as they crossed 
the far blue line. 

When Stenlund fired the puck it appeared Zadorov’s stickblade was right 
in front of the puck, but the shot somehow had enough juice to beat 
Lankinen under his blocker. 

It was Stenlund’s eighth career goal. 

Blue Jackets fans may soon return to Nationwide 

The Blue Jackets have been granted preliminary approval by Columbus 
Public Health to begin allowing nearly 2,000 fans per game in Nationwide 
Arena. The proposal was sent to the Ohio Department of Health late 
Wednesday for final approval, an ODH spokeswoman told The Athletic. 

ODH would not say how quickly it will rule on the proposal, but the Blue 
Jackets have said they’d need one week to prepare Nationwide once 
they get the green light. 

The Blue Jackets would be the seventh NHL club, all of them U.S.-
based, to begin allowing fans again. 

STATEMENT – THE COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS ISSUED THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT TODAY: #CBJ 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/1NQFUQX30T 

— CBJ PUBLIC RELATIONS (@BLUEJACKETSPR) FEBRUARY 11, 
2021 

“It’s been very different,” Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones said. “It’s 
gonna be awesome to see some people back in the building again, get 
some noise, some buzz, some excitement. 

“Fans are a big part of the sport, whether you’re at home and they’re 
cheering for you or on the road and they’re booing you. You can find 
energy in that. You can find motivation. Not that we took them for 
granted, but we definitely understand how important they are to sports in 
general after the situation we’re in.” 

Snacks 

• One game after his well-publicized benching, Patrik Laine led Blue 
Jackets forwards with 20:03. He had four shot attempts (two on goal), an 
assist and a plus-1 rating. 
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• Atkinson’s first-period short-handed goal gives him 15 for his career, a 
franchise record surpassing Rick Nash (14). Three of Atkinson’s four 
goals this season have been short-handed. 

• Del Zotto’s score-tying goal was his first goal with the Blue Jackets. 

• The Blue Jackets went 2-for-3 on the power play, the first time this 
season they’ve scored more than one man-advantage goal. 

• Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones had a team-high eight shot 
attempts and seven hits while playing 25:51. 

• Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins was activated from injured 
reserve and served as Joonas Korpisalo’s backup Thursday. 

• Blackhawks defenseman Connor Murphy, a Dublin, Ohio, native, 
missed Thursday’s game and will be out up to two weeks with a hip 
injury. 
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Panthers ‘up to the challenge’ as they beat defending Stanley Cup 
champion Lightning 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 11, 2021 09:30 PM  

 

The Florida Panthers were optimistic yet cautious. They had gotten off to 
one of the best starts in franchise history and had been steady 
throughout the first 10 games of the shortened 2021 season while 
primarily facing teams at the bottom half of the Central Division. 

But the defending Stanley Cup champions were coming to town. 
Thursday, their first of three games in five days against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, would serve as the litmus test for where this Panthers team 
really stands. 

“They are doing everything right,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said 
of the Lightning leading into the game, “and we have to do more than 
everything right.” 

On Thursday, the Panthers did more than everything right. 

The offense was humming and got past one of the best goaltenders in 
the league. The defense stymied a high-potent offense. Sergei 
Bobrovsky followed up his best performance of the season with another 
solid game in net. 

The end result at the BB&T Center: Panthers 5, Lightning 2. 

Frank Vatrano, Alex Wennberg, Aaron Ekblad, Carter Verhaeghe and 
Brett Connolly scored goals for Florida, which improved to 8-1-2 on the 
season. Bobrovsky stopped 19 of 21 shots on goal to improve to 5-0-1 on 
the season. Brayden Point scored a pair of power-play goals for the 
Lightning, who saw their six-game win streak snapped and dropped to 9-
2-1. 

“The whole team was kind of buzzing tonight,” Verhaeghe said. “... We 
were the better team five-on-five tonight, and it showed.” 

A three-goal flurry in the span of 6:22 in the second period gave Florida 
the lead for good. 

It started eight-and-a-half minutes into the frame when Wennberg took a 
cross ice pass from Huberdeau and sent a snap shot past Lightning 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy to give the Panthers a 2-0 lead. Wennberg 
has now scored a goal in three consecutive game. Huberdeau’s assist 
was the 300th of his NHL career. 

Point cut Florida’s lead in half just over two minutes later with the first of 
his two power play goals, a wrist shot on a feed from Ondrej Palat. 

But the Panthers responded with an Ekblad power-play goal (a one-timer 
from the left circle on a feed from Keith Yandle) and a wrist shot from 
Verhaeghe from the right board that went through traffic, bounced off 
Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak’s skate and landed in the back of the 
net. 

“For us,” Yandle said heading into the series, “it’s a good test. We have 
to be willing to play — we have three games here — and it’s going to be 
a tough test, but I think we are up to the challenge.” 

They were up to the challenge Thursday. 

Round 2 is on Saturday, the final game of Florida’s six-game homestand. 
They will meet again at Tampa’s Amalie Arena on Monday. 

Quenneville went into Thursday anticipating that he would use the same 
lineup he rolled out for Tuesday’s win over the Detroit Red Wings. 

That changed about two hours before the puck dropped, when Anthony 
Duclair landed on the NHL’s daily “Unavailable Due to COVID Protocol” 
list. 

Now, a quick reminder: Duclair landing on the COVID protocol list doesn’t 
necessarily mean he tested positive for COVID-19. Those who are 
deemed close contacts to someone who tested positive, those who are 
waiting for results of inconclusive tests and those who are under 
mandatory quarantine due to travel or other reasons are also subject to 
the protocol list. 

Duclair, who entered Thursday ranked third on the team with six assists, 
is normally the right wing on the Panthers’ top forward line with 
Verhaeghe and Aleksander Barkov and a member of the team’s second 
power play unit. 

With Duclair out, Brett Connolly started the game on the top line with 
Verhaeghe and Barkov. The middle two forward lines stayed consistent 
(Wennberg centering Jonathan Huberdeau and Patric Hornqvist; Eetu 
Luostarinen centering Vatrano and Owen Tippett). Juho Lammikko 
returned to the lineup to center the fourth line with Ryan Lomberg and 
Noel Acciari on the wings. Tippett took Duclair’s spot on the second 
power-play unit. 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ Defenseman Gustav Forsling practiced with the team Thursday for the 
first time since going on injured reserve on Jan. 30 with an upper-body 
injury. Quenneville said he’s optimistic Forsling will be able to play at 
some point on the team’s upcoming four-game road trip. 

▪ Lightning forward Steven Stamkos, the Lightning’s team leader with 
seven goals, did not play Thursday due to a lower-body injury. 
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Panthers get three goals in middle of second period, pound defending 
Cup champ Lightning 

 

By RICK MENNING 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

FEB 11, 2021 AT 9:57 PM 
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SUNRISE — Aaron Ekblad and Alex Wennberg each had a goal and an 
assist and the Florida Panthers beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 5-2 on 
Thursday night. 

Frank Vatrano, Carter Verhaeghe and Brett Connolly also scored, and 
Sergei Bobrovsky made 19 saves. 

Braden Point scored twice for Tampa Bay, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 
24 saves. The Lighting (9-2-1) had won six straight. 

The teams will meet again Saturday night in Sunrise, with the Panthers 
(8-1-2) having the opportunity to take over the lead in the Central 
Division. 

With captain Steven Stamkos out of the lineup with a lower-body injury, 
Tampa Bay lacked its usual firepower while Florida was highly effective 
in its offensive end. 

The Panthers opened the scoring midway through the first period when 
Vatrano took a feed from Owen Tippett behind the net and put a one-
timer past Vasilevskiy. Wennberg made it 2-0 at 8:31 of the second, with 
Jonathan Huberdeau getting his 300th NHL assist on the play. 

Point cut it to 2-1 on a power play at 10:55 of the second, and Ekblad 
and Verhaeghe countered quickly with goals in a 2:01 span in the period. 
Point scored again on a power play 54 seconds into the third. 

Connolly scored into an empty net. 

STAMKOS OUT 

Stamkos, who is listed as day to day, had played in all 11 games for 
Tampa Bay, logging seven goals and seven assists. He was also key on 
the Lightning’s power-play unit having scored four times. 

The Tampa Bay captain did not play the final 5:26 of a 6-1 victory at 
Nashville on Tuesday nihht. In that contest, he scored two goals and 
added an assist. 

REUNION TIME 

Verhaeghe, who won the Stanley Cup as a rookie with Tampa Bay last 
season, agreed to a two-year contract with Florida on Oct. 9 and has 
scored nine points (six goals, three assists) in 10 games. 
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How Panthers’ Carter Verhaeghe turned Lightning Cup confidence into 
goals 

 

By Joe Smith  

Feb 11, 2021   

 

The day Carter Verhaeghe agreed to leave the Lightning, he was 
partying with them. 

The 25-year-old winger was on a boat with the Stanley Cup on October 
9, less than two weeks after he hoisted hockey’s holy grail in Edmonton. 
Verhaeghe joined Tampa Bay teammates like Blake Coleman, Mathieu 
Joseph and Brayden Point on a boat ride to Egmont Key. There’s a photo 
of a shirtless Verhaeghe sitting in the back of the boat, raising the Cup 
over his head and flashing a beaming grin. 

He was celebrating the end of one chapter and the start of another, 
having signed a two-year, $2 million deal with the Panthers. Tampa Bay 
teammates didn’t rib him, he said. They told him he was going to have a 
blast. 

“I was getting messages from (Lightning coaches), they told me to take it 
easy on them,” Verhaeghe said. “All the guys were really good, they’re 
happy for me. In today’s day and age, no team can ever stay together. 
The (Cup) experience is something I’ll never forget. 

“But it’s going to be an awesome fresh start.” 

It already has been for Verhaeghe, who enters Thursday’s first matchup 
with the Lightning in Sunrise with six goals in his first 10 games (two 
game-winners). He’s playing on the top line with star captain Aleksander 
Barkov and Anthony Duclair, even getting some power play time. It’s 
extremely doubtful Verhaeghe would have had a chance to crack the top-
six with Tampa Bay this year, even with Hart Trophy winner Nikita 
Kucherov out for the regular season following hip surgery. Verhaeghe 
would likely be battling with Mathieu Joseph and Alex Volkov for fourth-
line spots. 

The Lightning still would have loved to have kept Verhaeghe, but were 
facing a significant cap crunch in the offseason, and they declined to give 
the restricted free agent a qualifying offer. General manager Julien 
BriseBois said it was the first of many hard decisions, but after not being 
able to come to an agreement on a contract, the team couldn’t afford to 
be locked into what Verhaeghe could net in arbitration. Once Verhaeghe 
hit free agency, Tampa Bay didn’t make an offer, but several other teams 
showed interest, with Panthers GM Bill Zito the most aggressive. 

Zito said his scouts spent a lot of hours targeting younger talent who 
might have some upside, that “might be buried” on their previous teams. 
The first-year Panthers GM believed Verhaeghe was a “dynamic young 
forward who brings an up-tempo, creative game” to his team. Did coach 
Joel Quenneville think he’d be a top-line guy, at least right away? Not 
necessarily. 

But Verhaeghe earned his shot. It sparked memories for Lightning fans of 
Jonathan Marchessault, who got squeezed out of a deep forward group 
in 2016, signed with the Panthers in free agency and turned into a 30-
goal scorer before landing with the expansion Vegas Golden Knights. 

Will Verhaeghe become the next one that got away? It’s hard to say at 
this point, but the Cup champion Lightning couldn’t keep everyone and 
they’re rolling to a 9-1-1 record through their first 11 games. Verhaeghe 
is grateful for the opportunity Tampa Bay gave him, helping him 
rejuvenate his career, win a Cup and now get a major role. 

“I didn’t think he’d be on our top line. I didn’t think we’d be getting that 
type of production, to be totally honest,” Quenneville said. “At the same 
time, we liked the ingredients that he did bring to our team with quickness 
and perseverance. It’s almost like he’s got a relentless attitude around 
the puck.” 

Carter Verhaeghe notched two assists in eight playoff games in Tampa’s 
run to the Stanley Cup. (Hockey Hall of Fame) 

Verhaeghe’s story is admittedly crazy, one based in perseverance. 

The third-round pick of his hometown Maple Leafs in 2013 ended up with 
a couple of stints in the ECHL with the Islanders organization from 2015-
17. The kid who grew up wearing a Mats Sundin jersey wondered where 
his career was going, or if it was over. 

“There were plenty of lows,” Verhaeghe said. “I’m like, ‘Oh, God, what 
am I doing?’” 

But you’ve got to give Verhaeghe credit for fighting for himself. When the 
Lightning acquired him from the Islanders in a trade for goalie Kristers 
Gudlevskis, Verhaeghe reported to AHL Syracuse determined. He was in 
his third organization in three years. It would be a “show-me” year for 
him. 

So when the youngster was healthy scratched for a few games in his first 
fall in Syracuse that October, he went to coach Ben Groulx’s office and 
knocked on the door. 

“At least give me a shot,” Verhaeghe told Groulx. “I’ll show you what I 
can do. 
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“From there, he saw something in me. And here we are.” 

Verhaeghe scored 17 goals for the Crunch in 2017-18 season, then tied 
for the AHL lead with 34 the next year. He needed to improve his skating 
and his 200-foot game to reach the NHL level, which he did, appearing in 
52 games for the Lightning last season (scoring nine goals, including a 
hat trick). He suited up in eight playoff games on the Cup run. 

When Verhaeghe told Groulx, “You’ve got to give me a shot, I can help 
the team, I can be a good player,” he ended up backing it up. 

“It ended up taking him a little time to get into his groove and play with 
some more confidence, but he ended up having the best season of his 
career,” Groulx said. “The second year, we had a chat together and my 
comment was, ‘You have to see yourself as a prospect. You have all the 
tools, but you have to be better in puck pursuit, have to have a better 
stick. Better at stops and starts. Use your skills.’ 

“He really improved, and all the credit goes to him.” 

Verhaeghe’s Lightning teammates saw the skill and potential in him last 
season. 

There were flashes, like Verhaeghe’s first career hat trick against 
Vancouver in early January, which gave him a huge boost of confidence. 
Last year was the season where Verhaeghe felt like he belonged in the 
NHL. 

“It’s something that takes time,” Lightning star Brayden Point said. “It’s a 
whole different thing playing against guys you watch on TV and grow up 
idolizing. It can be hairy at the start, but finding that confidence and 
playing the way he is, it’s great to see. 

“It’s just getting in games. The more games you play, the better you’ll 
be.” 

Coach Jon Cooper first took notice of Verhaeghe in the Calder Cup 
playoffs the year before, noting he was someone who stood out. “He’s 
not afraid to go to the dirty areas, and he’s got sneaky good skill.” So 
when Verhaeghe got off to a hot start this season, his former teammates 
weren’t surprised. 

“With him, it might have been difficult in a lot of instances because we 
had such a full team with a lot of skill, so for him to jump into the top six 
was a difficult ask,” wing Alex Killorn said. “But you did see in certain 
moments of the season, he had the hat trick and a lot of good games 
where his skill shined through. I’m really happy with the way he’s playing, 
and wish him the best.” 

Quenneville believes that Verhaeghe getting an opportunity around the 
top guys with the Lightning helped him develop some good habits. He 
saw early in camp how Verhaeghe would bring tenacity and 
competitiveness in puck areas, upgrading practices and adding a 
“winning pedigree.” 

“He’s got a lot more skill than you think,” Quenneville said. 

Verhaeghe said it was an adjustment last year with the Lightning playing 
a different role on a “stacked” team, but that the experience of playing in 
the playoffs, including the Stanley Cup final, he learned a lot that he’s 
carried over. “Playing with all those great players and winning the Cup, 
you get to know what it takes to win in this league,” Verhaeghe said. 

Verhaeghe’s agent Ian Pulver said there’s no ill will toward the Lightning, 
who handled the situation in a “first-class” manner. 

“I don’t have anything bad to say about them,” Verhaeghe added. 

They were up front with Verhaeghe’s camp from the start that they had 
cap issues and might not be able to fit him into their plans. Verhaeghe, 
soon after signing, found a spot in South Florida to live and train, 
acclimating to his new team. 

“It seems like they trust me here,” Verhaeghe said. 

Those teammates who had also played in Tampa, like Brett Connolly, 
were a help in the transition. Connolly and Keith Yandle were among the 
first Panthers players to reach out once Verhaeghe signed. 

“He comes in with a lot of energy,” said Panthers defenseman Anton 
Stralman, who also played in Tampa Bay. “He’s got a lot of speed, he’s a 
great athlete too so he’s hard to defend. He’s really taken advantage of 
his chance. In Tampa last year with a stacked team, he probably didn’t 
get that role to really flourish. Now that he has, you can see he’s ready to 
take off.” 

Verhaeghe admitted it’ll be “weird” to play against the Lightning, knowing 
there will probably be a few chirps along the way. They called him 
“Swaggy” in Tampa, which he has said didn’t have to do with his 
confidence, more so that they couldn’t pronounce his last name. 
Verhaeghe and this year’s Lightning team will remain bonded for life with 
the Cup, even if it was his first — and only — year in the NHL with them. 

“It was unbelievable — a lifelong dream to win the Cup,” Verhaeghe said. 
“It was one of the best times of my life. I’ll always remember those 
memories and the friends I made. 

“But it’s what happens in the hockey world, it’s a business. Guys go to 
different teams. Guys have to make decisions and, for me, when the 
opportunity presented itself, I had to make the most of it.” 
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The Athletic / 16 Stats: Kevin Lankinen’s hot start, Sasha Barkov’s Selke 
turn and more 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn  

Feb 11, 2021   

 

Starting the season with a double-header against the defending Stanley 
Cup champions is never ideal for first impressions, especially when many 
already aren’t expecting much. 

The Blackhawks dropped the first game 5-1 in a game that never 
remotely felt close. Chicago had a 32 percent expected goals rate in its 
first game and it sure felt like it. Despite a spirited comeback effort in 
game two, Chicago lost that one 5-2 as well and the next game against 
Florida wasn’t very close either. The Blackhawks managed to take the 
final game against the Panthers to overtime, but it was another loss, this 
time by a 5-4 score. Four straight losses, no wins, five goals against each 
time.  

You’re not going to win many games like that. With Chicago missing a lot 
of important players to injury and opting for a youth movement between 
the pipes, the start felt like a sign of things to come. There were many 
wondering if Chicago – not Detroit or Ottawa – would be the actual worst 
team in the league this season. 

Though the Blackhawks lost that game on January 19 against Florida, it 
was the first sign of a turnaround. They looked competitive, able to keep 
the score tight and maybe steal a few points along the way. That’s 
exactly what’s happened since culminating in Chicago’s current 6-1-4 
stretch that has vaulted the Blackhawks into the playoff picture. They 
started the season at a 12 percent chance and fell as low as four percent 
after starting 0-3-1. Now? They’re at 31 percent, with their playoff 
chances looking like a meme stock propped up by Reddit. Is it 
sustainable, or is a crash simply inevitable?  

That all depends on how good one player is: Kevin Lankinen, who had 
his first start on January 19 and hasn’t looked back since. 
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That wasn’t a great game for him, but we can chalk that up to first day 
jitters. He’s been absolutely phenomenal since and is sometimes 
singlehandedly keeping Chicago in games. He’s currently sporting a 
phenomenal .933 save percentage and has saved 5.4 goals above 
expected and 8.6 goals above average. The only goalie higher in both 
categories is some guy named Andrei Vasilevskiy. Not bad, right?  

Since Lankinen’s first start, the Blackhawks rank second in goals against 
per 60 behind Tampa Bay, something that seemed unfathomable before 
the season started. Most would have figured that the team would be 
done for without Corey Crawford, but it’s been quite the opposite thanks 
to the guy who started the season as a third-string afterthought. He’s the 
de facto starter now and it’s difficult to see him giving up the net anytime 
soon. Lankinen has been one of the league’s best early stories. 

Lankinen was a relative unknown going into the season to most people (I 
certainly had never heard of him), but for what it’s worth his AHL 
numbers were better than expected last season according to a source 
with access to such data. He had a decent Finnish career prior to that 
too. 

He likely won’t keep this pace up, but Lankinen has brought legitimacy to 
the club and they’ve responded by playing tight hockey, games he’s 
capable of stealing. After being a borderline bottom five expected goals 
team last season, Chicago ranks 18th this year at 49 percent, a decent 
improvement from the team’s 47 percent mark last season. That’s mostly 
come on defence where the Blackhawks went from being the league’s 
most porous team to one hanging out in the bottom 10. Still not great, but 
an improvement. 

The Blackhawks still have a lot of issues and the playoffs remain a long 
shot, but the Lankinen express has been a fun ride in the meantime. 

16 Stats 

1. A lot of people will point to Patrick Kane as the team’s other main 
catalyst up front, but by now you probably know how I feel about his 
defensive game. He’s been out-chanced at five-on-five as a result (not 
unusual) and also out-scored (more unusual) and in both regards has the 
third-worst defensive numbers on the team. 

Instead, a lot of credit should go to Alex DeBrincat who has bounced 
back in a very big way after a down year in 2019-20. His points-per-game 
pace of 1.2 is on par with Kane’s, but he’s contributing more at five-on-
five where his 57 percent expected goals rate trails only Adam Boqvist. 
He’s one of three Blackhawks to actually out-score opponents this 
season. 

Most importantly, he’s scoring again. DeBrincat exploded for 41 goals in 
2018-19, an expected breakout given his dominance in junior, but 
regressed heavily the following seasons scoring half as much. That was 
despite taking one more shot per 60 and adding 0.08 expected goals per 
60 – they just weren’t going in. This year he’s back on pace to be one of 
the league’s most effective scorers, but what’s most alluring about his 
start is his ability to create chances. He’s currently averaging 1.6 
expected goals per 60 on his own, a huge step-up from his usual rate 
around one. It’s also the eighth-best mark in the league.  

DeBrincat has a terrific shot. Getting that many quality looks on top of 
that will be nightmare fuel for goalies, but what’s crazy is that he’s still 
unlucky at five-on-five where his individual expected goals per 60 has 
climbed from 0.75 to 0.9, but his actual rate has slid a little further from 
an already low 0.45 to 0.42. He was at 1.29 goals-per-60 in 2018-19, for 
reference and 1.04 in his rookie year. DeBrincat could be in line for a big 
year once that normalizes.  

2. Chicago has won two straight games in overtime, an area of the game 
that has generally been a strong suit for the Blackhawks. 

In watching and tracking every three-on-three game last year a lot of 
patterns emerged, most of which I detailed here in this behemoth piece 
that’s been months in the making. One of the things I didn’t touch on was 
puck management and how that related to a team’s ability to win the 
counterattack game. There’s a loose relationship between a team’s 

turnover ratio and their counterattack ratio which makes sense given 
most turnovers originate from a mistake with possession. 

San Jose, Montreal, Minnesota, Winnipeg, and Tampa Bay were some of 
the best teams at forcing mistakes with the puck defensively and not 
making too many of their own. All five had strong counterattack ratios, 
and so too did Chicago. The Blackhawks were on the right side of two-
thirds of turnovers at three-on-three and that was their bread and butter 
last year given their entire plus-two goal differential in overtime (3-1) 
came off the counterattack. There weren’t many teams as dangerous as 
Chicago on the fast break. 

3. Interestingly, the two teams who were worst at turning the puck over 
were two teams with some of the most tantalizing skill at their disposal in 
the game: Edmonton and Colorado. Despite having Connor McDavid, 
Leon Draisaitl, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen at the helm, both 
teams were minus-two in overtime last season and near the bottom of 
the league. In both cases, puck management is a big issue. 

Colorado actually had a strong counterattack ratio, but that’s mostly 
because the Avalanche are a fast team. They struggled to turn those into 
odd-man rushes because they weren’t strong at forcing turnovers. It was 
the same story with the Oilers who ranked last in that regard and only 
had 22 percent of the turnovers go their way. That really helps illuminate 
why neither team is as effective in overtime as they should be. It’s a very 
different game. 

4. Despite three goals in four games, things have not gone well for Patrik 
Laine in Columbus so far. He’s getting caved in at five-on-five so far with 
a ghastly 27 percent expected goals rate and has been outscored 4-1 in 
the process. Luckily Jack Roslovic, the trade afterthought, has delivered 
in the meantime with seven points in his first games, none sweeter than 
this highlight-reel goal. 

He’s also one of the few Blue Jackets with a positive five-on-five impact 
these days as the team has been getting torched overall. Unless they 
right the ship in that regard, it could be a long season for the Blue 
Jackets in the Central division, especially with the way the Blackhawks 
have been going. 

5. The Predators are in a similar boat only with even worse results to 
show for it. They looked like an average team before the season, but that 
feels like a pipe dream at this current point with how everyone has fallen 
off. The goaltending is once again an issue, the bottom pair hasn’t been 
fixed as expected and the revamped forward group has struggled aside 
from Filip Forsberg. Even last year’s Norris Trophy winner Roman Josi 
has regressed heavily. He still leads the team in expected goals 
percentage, but the sizeable advantage in actual goals from last year has 
flipped. 

Part of that has to do with his partner Ryan Ellis who hasn’t looked 
himself to start the year. The Predators are built on strength from the 
backend, mainly their three pillars. It’s a top-heavy group and one of 
those pillars falls, the entire foundation collapses. We’re seeing that with 
Ellis who’s at a very uncharacteristic 46 percent expected goals rate to 
start the season. He’s generally regarded as one of the league’s top play-
drivers, so to see him below breakeven is strange, to say the least. 

6. This is almost too hilarious to believe. Florida has played 10 games 
and has had a negative expected goals rate in four of them. All four were 
against Detroit who have outscored the Panthers 7-2 at five-on-five over 
four games and have a 56.5 percent expected goals rate against them. 
Florida outscored everyone else 14-8 in its other six games with a 58 
percent expected goals rate. 

Maybe the Red Wings style is Florida’s kryptonite, but the five-on-five 
numbers didn’t end up mattering too much with the Panthers going 3-1-0 
over the four games. Still, it’s pretty funny to see the Red Wings control 
play that thoroughly and consistently over any team. 

7. Aleksander Barkov has long been championed as one of the game’s 
best two-way centers, a future Selke Trophy winner. His on-ice results 
haven’t been at that level over the past two seasons, but his first 10 
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games have been very promising. Barkov has a 68 percent expected 
goals rate at five-on-five and an absurdly low 1.45 expected goals 
against per 60 rate. He’s allowing even fewer goals and is doing all that 
while playing on a line with Anthony Duclair and Carter Verhaeghe. Both 
have been welcome surprises for the Panthers, but they’re also not 
exactly first-line players. Verhaeghe was on Tampa Bay’s fourth line last 
season while Duclair has long had a reputation for poor defence that’s 
kept him out of that role. Both look like legitimate top six players this 
season and that’s likely the Barkov effect. Their massive leap next to him 
makes his current numbers all the more impressive. 

It’s still very early in the process, but those are eye-popping numbers that 
should put his Selke trophy campaign into motion. This could finally be 
his year. 

One early hipster pick to look out for: Minnesota’s Joel Eriksson Ek. In 
terms of forward competition, he’s getting the tough assignments in 
Minnesota to start the season and is anchoring a very strong shutdown 
line with Jordan Greenway. Despite the role, Eriksson Ek has a 70 
percent expected goals rate and is limiting opponents to just 1.22 
expected goals against per 60 and 1.35 actual goals per 60. He looks like 
the real deal. 

8. The Bruins currently have a better chance to win the East division (85 
percent) than any other team in the East division has at making the 
playoffs (Philadelphia is second to Boston at 80 percent). The Bruins are 
sitting pretty with a 9-1-2 record, have already beat the next best team, 
Philadelphia, three times and just got their best player back from injury. 
With how unimpressive the rest of the division looks (six of eight teams 
have a negative goal differential), it’ll be hard for anyone to dethrone 
Boston. 

David Pastrnak has been an absolute monster so far. In five games for 
the Bruins he already has five goals and eight points and has really tilted 
the ice at five-on-five for Boston. With him on the ice the team has 
outscored opposing teams 5-2 at five-on-five with an equally nice 69 
percent expected goals rate. 

When we did our player tiers project, there was a lot of trouble deciding 
what to make of Pastrnak. He’s one of the game’s greatest goal-scoring 
weapons, but there’s a lot of collinearity that comes with playing with two 
other elite talents in Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron. Given what 
he’s shown since returning, it feels like we undersold how big of an 
offensive catalyst he is to that top line. He makes it work. 

9. There have always been some eye-test folks that have had concerns 
about Torey Krug while liking Justin Faulk more than analytics suggest. 
For the numbers crowd, it’s been the exact opposite. Together, they’ve 
been a perfect pair. Literally. 

In 101 minutes together, the duo hasn’t allowed a single goal against yet 
this season, out-scoring teams 8-0 while earning a 58 percent expected 
goals percentage in the process. They’ve been an incredible pair 
showing strong chemistry together, but that’s also applied across the 
lineup no matter who they’ve played with. Krug has also been excellent 
with Colton Parayko while Faulk has also found success with Marco 
Scandella.  

I was adamant in my Faulk skepticism before the season and even called 
his contract one of the league’s worst. But I have to give credit where 
credit is due, he’s been excellent to start the season. His projected value 
is almost back to top pair territory as a result of his start. 

10. The Blues have seen a steady dose of the Coyotes over the last 
week, so they’ve had front row seats to Arizona finally having the 
legitimate top-end talent it’s been searching for. That was the biggest 
question mark for the team heading into the season as Arizona was one 
of a handful of teams without a single top-line forward or No. 1 
defenceman. Now the Coyotes arguably have three. 

Behind some very esteemed company, Conor Garland has found his way 
onto the top of the GSVA leaderboard ranking sixth in the entire league in 
the early going. He has 13 points in 12 games, 12 of which are primary, 

and has been a five-on-five beast earning an extraordinary 65 percent 
expected goals rate. That leads the team by a wide margin. The Coyotes 
have been a strong five-on-five team this season and he’s been a huge 
driver of that. Christian Dvorak also has 13 points in 12 games and 
anchors his own line which has seen strong early returns at five-on-five 
as well. More interesting is his usage though as Arizona has really begun 
to lean on Dvorak as its top forward. Over his last six games he’s 
averaged over 20 minutes per night. 

On the backend, Jakob Chychrun has finally arrived. In the wake of 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson’s absence, Chychrun has proven he’s the team’s 
best defenceman scoring 10 points in 12 games and has formed a 
formidable pair with Alex Goligoski. He has a 56 percent expected goals 
rate to start the season. 

11. Before the season started, Mario Ferraro was a big standout during 
training camp, a welcome development after what was mostly a trying 
rookie season. He didn’t play difficult minutes, didn’t perform well in said 
minutes, wasn’t very productive offensively, and had a penchant for 
taking penalties. There wasn’t much a model would like about his game 
to expect a future top-four defenceman. One year isn’t a lot of information 
to go on for a young defenceman, but even the potential range of 
outcomes saw a top-four defenceman as an unlikely outcome. 

Fast forward 11 games and Ferraro is looking every bit as impressive as 
coach Bob Boughner figured he could be during camp. Always have to 
respect an eye for talent and it’s been cool to see Ferraro immediately 
living up to his pre-season hype. Watch the scrimmages. 

At five-on-five, he’s the only Sharks defenceman out-scoring opponents 
and his 55 percent expected goals rate is second on the team to only 
Nikolai Knyzhov (who plays softer third-pairing minutes). On a team as 
bad as the Sharks that’s very impressive and he’s overtaken Marc-
Edouard Vlasic as the team’s third most used defenceman behind Brent 
Burns and Erik Karlsson. He’s averaging 22:40 per night and thriving. 

By average Game Score Ferraro is third on the Sharks this year behind 
only Logan Couture and Evander Kane and has seen the fourth-largest 
jump in projected GSVA since the season started, going from minus-0.47 
wins to 0.57 wins. That’s top four value, and he’s only getting started.  

12. The first comment in the latest edition of our power rankings was a 
really good one. 

Wesley L. asked: “If you combine all three California teams, does it even 
crack the Top 5?” 

I love hypothetical rosters and might have to a “hypothetical roster 
mailbag” one day because those exercises are so fun. This one is 
especially interesting because it wonders how many bad teams it takes 
to make a good team: are the players on three of the worst teams in the 
league enough?  

That roster would be worth 26.2 wins, good for an expected win 
percentage of 0.585 and sixth in the league. So not quite top five, but 
close enough. There’s no elite star power here, but the depth would be 
similar to what Montreal is currently rolling with, an elite team with similar 
problems in the high-end talent department. Not a bad guess, but still 
kind of funny that combining three teams won’t get you into Boston, 
Colorado or Tampa Bay territory.  

13. While many are still pencilling Drew Doughty onto their Team Canada 
rosters, I didn’t even have him on Team California roster where there’s a 
lot less competition. There’s a simple reason for that: it’s because he’s 
not good anymore and I’m not sure why we’re still pretending otherwise. 
He’s got a 39 percent expected goals rate this year, and has an even 
worse actual goals rate. Don’t let his eight points in 12 games fool you, 
he’s been just as bad this year as he was last year and the year before 
and being on a bad team isn’t an excuse. He’s part of the problem. 

14. Sam Bennett watch is in full swing and I’m especially intrigued with 
how he’ll fair next to Johnny Gaudreau and Sean Monahan over the next 
little bit. That’s something Hailey Salvian suggested last week and it 
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should provide an answer to the question of whether it’s Bennett or his 
low teammate quality driving his current low value. 

He’s been there in each of the last two games and was solid in both. He 
scored a goal against Edmonton and followed that up with a dominant 
possession performance against the Jets. He’s a strong forechecker and 
had decent play-driving numbers last season which should make him a 
good fit on that line. 

15. Paul Maurice rightly came to the defence of his captain, Blake 
Wheeler, last week regarding his “analytics” and Murat Ates had a great 
take on the situation. I thought it would be prudent to highlight some of 
the numbers here that have caused the kerfuffle. 

Wheeler has 11 points in 12 games, but only two of those are at five-on-
five. Of his nine other points, six are on the power play and half of those 
are secondary assists and one is against an empty net. The production 
isn’t as impressive as it looks, but it goes beyond that where he’s been 
outscored by a four-to-one ratio and has just a 34.5 percent expected 
goals rate, which rates better than only Kyle Connor on the team among 
forwards. It’s decidedly un-Wheeler like, a product of injury or simply 
Father Time catching up with him. He has the third-worst Game Score on 
the team and is in the negatives despite his high point total. 

I’m not sure how much that’ll correct itself through the season, but for 
now it’s a real issue and as much as Maurice will defend Wheeler in 
public, it’s clear he sees it too. Coaches talk with their ice time and 
Wheeler’s has dropped a fair bit since the start of the season. Over his 
first seven games Wheeler played over 20 minutes five times and 
averaged 20:38. He hasn’t played 20 minutes since, is off Mark 
Scheifele’s line and has averaged 16:44 minutes over the last five 
games. 

Interestingly, it’s in those games where his numbers have been at their 
worst. He had an average Game Score of 0.22 over his first seven 
games which has dropped even further to minus-1.03 in his last five 
where his expected goals rate has been a disastrous 21 percent. It was 
already poor over his first seven games at 42 percent, but the recent 
stretch is whole new level. To me, given the coach dropping him down 
the lineup, and the very sudden ineffectiveness, I’d bet on Wheeler 
managing an injury more than a dramatic drop-off. That feels like the only 
plausible way to explain how he’s gone from a dependable top-line 
forward to being been worth minus-0.3 wins this season – a total better 
than only three other forwards this season. 

16. We’re about a month into the season so it’s a good time to check in 
on the GSVA leaders for the season.  

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are first and second after a fantastic 
start, while Toronto’s duo of Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews are right 
there rounding out the top five. I think awards voters are going to have to 
take division strength into consideration this season. The North Division 
is basically having a buy-one-get-one-free deal on points this year. 
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The Athletic / Hockey Night in Punjabi’s Harnarayan Singh expanding the 
definition of what hockey can be 

 

By Ryan S. Clark 
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Meet Surjit Kaur Singh. She’s a warm, soft-spoken mother and 
grandmother who will do anything for her family. 

Something she does quite often is make besan. It’s the dish her family 
loves most. It is something akin to a light fudge that is usually cut into tiny 
squares and best enjoyed with chai as it melts in your mouth. 

In many South Asian homes, sweets come out for the big occasions. It’s 
what makes those desserts taste even sweeter. Just ask her son whom 
the rest of the world knows as “Hockey Night in Canada: Punjabi Edition” 
host and play-by-play broadcaster Harnarayan Singh. 

His mom has made sweets for every important moment of his life. She 
makes them for his co-workers and she made them again in January 
when her son was going to call his first NHL game in English as a play-
by-play broadcaster in front of a national audience. 

“Nils Hoglander! It’s time to hand out the sweets!” is what Singh said 
when the Canucks rookie forward scored his first NHL goal. 

Those nine words went well beyond describing a goal. It was a 
celebration of a milestone. Really, it was more like a few milestones. 
There was Hoglander’s goal, but also the fact Singh’s call made 
numerous South Asians who live throughout Canada – hockey fans or 
not – feel things. In that moment, they were provided with another 
example of how their culture was receiving more mainstream attention. 
Hearing this, then visualizing it, brought many a sense of pride. 

Singh has this impact on people, and he has for quite some time. He 
rose to prominence with his “Hockey Night in Punjabi” roles. His visibility 
has since expanded to include English language rink-side reporting with 
Sportsnet. He is also a published author. Singh himself will never admit 
to it, but those around him describe him as something of a cultural 
vanguard. He remains a fixture on “Hockey Night in Punjabi” broadcasts 
but has since crossed over into receiving more English-language national 
broadcast opportunities that see him serve as a play-by-play voice. 

Watching Singh on television is nothing new to Punjabi hockey fans. But 
to see a South Asian man with a flowing beard, wearing a turban that 
always matches his neatly pressed suit and having a name that runs 
counter to what Canadians have been exposed to over the last 50-plus 
years? On what is one of the nation’s largest TV platforms available for 
every Canadian to witness? 

That means something to so many people because this has not always 
existed. 

“When the game is on Sportsnet, he’s in a position to really motivate 
people and represent the community,” said Randip Janda, a co-host of 
“Hockey Night in Punjabi” and a radio host with Sportsnet 650 in 
Vancouver. “I find we are doing that within different levels in the country 
as well. I get a bunch of messages on Instagram from people who are 
saying we see what you are all doing. … But with Harnarayan, he is at 
the stage of a Jim Hughson, Chris Cuthbert and Bob Cole. It’s the same 
seat as those respected names. It’s motivating.” 

All of the events in Singh’s life that have led to this stage is another 
reference point in the conversation about what it means to be Canadian. 
He grew up in Brooks, Alta., a small town two hours east of Calgary, 
obsessed with hockey. He is also the son of Indian immigrants who 
wanted to advance their family. One of those is a feel-good narrative that 
is often fed to the masses. The other is a tale that was heavily ignored for 
many years but is now being more openly discussed in Canada and 
other nations wading deeper into conversations about representation and 
why that matters. 

Santokh and Surjit Kaur immigrated to Canada during the 1960s because 
the nation had a demand for teachers. Singh said his parents were not 
focused on playing sports because their generation “was one that had to 
go through a lot of challenges to make it easier for my generation.” But 
his parents did everything to help foster his love of the game. He grew up 
watching Flames and Oilers games. His sisters were already Wayne 
Gretzky fans while a young Harnarayan was playing with his mini-stick 
from the old Northlands Coliseum. The stick was just the start. He had 
hockey pajamas, collected hockey cards and wore hockey sweaters to 
school. 
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“I became known as this hockey-obsessed nut among my classmates 
within my school,” he said. “I think it helped me feel more comfortable. I 
was very different from my classmates. I was wearing a turban. We were 
vegetarian. We spoke Punjabi at home and listened to different music. 
You were looking for a way to fit in and you don’t know necessarily why 
things are the way they are in the world. You do know you are a bit of an 
outsider because your name is different. I was consistently answering 
questions from kids in school about my appearance. When I reflect back, 
it was hockey that helped me create a rapport with people at school.” 

The obsession with hockey fit well with another side of Singh, too. His 
imagination turned his family home into his own personal hockey arena. 
Their living room was the rink, while the dining room was the parking lot 
where the players arrived. One of their bathrooms was the dressing room 
where he would give speeches to his players while using the shower 
head as a microphone to address media after the game. And don’t worry, 
he was the media asking postgame questions, too. 

He created different players. One of them being Charlie Douglas. Charlie 
was a reference to Charlie Conway from “The Mighty Ducks” movies, 
while Douglas happened to be Gretzky’s middle name, who was his 
favourite player. In Singh’s mind, Charlie Douglas was a selfless player 
who was a community ambassador. A young Harnarayan also knew he 
needed to have French-Canadian players on the team. So he took 
translations from shampoo bottles and got his names from there. Game 
night would arrive and he would perform the national anthems and 
announce the starting lineups. 

Seeing how much their son loved hockey and talking about hockey is 
why his parents bought their son a toy microphone. It allowed him to feel 
more like a broadcaster — he even started hosting his own NHL Awards 
show. He’d take one of the barstools in the kitchen and use it as a 
podium. Then, he got a cassette tape and began recording his own radio 
shows with intro music. 

“I have very academically inclined parents and my dad used to say, 
‘You’re making your brain into this encyclopedia of hockey. What are you 
going to do with it?'” Singh recalled. “I did not have an answer then. I just 
kept at it. My parents got me a subscription to “The Hockey News.” They 
got me a tabletop hockey set. My sisters moved to Calgary to go to 
university and I used their place as my away arena. It was just the seeds 
were planted to become a broadcaster at a young age.” 

Being the cute little boy who told everyone he wanted to be a hockey 
broadcaster was nice because why crush a child’s dream? As he got 
older though, he encountered more people who told him they couldn’t 
see anyone on TV wearing a turban. They told him to be realistic about 
the fact nobody on TV looked like him. 

“I was told the chances of you being on Hockey Night in Canada are 
impossible,” Singh said. 

One of his high school friends did the morning announcements and was 
in the media club. Singh got involved with both until that same friend 
invited him to the local radio station. The friend did hits on the local 
station and asked Singh if he wanted to try. Naturally, Singh was worried 
that he would not be given a chance. But the station manager 
encouraged him. So he did and their show was such a hit that they were 
sponsored by local businesses. The sign of arrival came when he was 
sitting on top of a van and broadcasting the annual rodeo parade. 

That van broadcast was the glimmer of hope Singh needed. His parents 
had always supported him and told him he could always change his mind 
in the event being a broadcaster did not work out. He went to Mount 
Royal University in Calgary. There were alumni from that university who 
went on to work at some of the major sports channels in Canada. 

“Even when I look back, I was the only South Asian and the only man 
with a turban,” he said. “The men and many of the women in my classes 
wanted to do sports and they all wanted to do hockey. … I was told ‘you 
were smart, have good grades, you should be behind the scenes.'” 

Singh understands why he heard that from a few of his professors. He 
still kept going. It started when he applied at a random chance for a TSN 
internship program and was accepted. His backup plan was to potentially 
sell real estate. But Singh was able to break into journalism when he was 
hired by CBC Radio as a general assignment reporter. 

Then came the chance he was waiting for his whole life. The one 
deemed “impossible” by others. CBC was seeking to expand its hockey 
coverage in different languages with Punjabi being one of those choices. 
Singh made his debut during the 2008 Stanley Cup Final. The response 
CBC and Singh received from their audience showed that they could be 
on the verge of something big. It expanded into “Hockey Night in 
Canada: Punjabi Edition.” Even then, uncertainties existed. There was no 
guaranteeing the show would have staying power. 

What helped was when the show moved to Rogers and was part of the 
Sportsnet brand. From there, their presence increased. The famed Nick 
Bonino goal call during the 2016 Stanley Cup Final went viral with Singh 
saying the then-Penguins’ forward name at a rapid-fire pace with his 
voice cracking at times. 

“I was in the initial years and in the first half of my 13 seasons, we did not 
know if it would ever come back,” he said. “I was paid (per) game. I was 
trying to piecemeal this together in terms of it being a functional salary. 
The Bonino call changed everything. From there, I got some English 
opportunities as a national host. Here we are today, I am a couple weeks 
after my first foray into English play-by-play.” 

Canadian activist and sports journalist Shireen Ahmed said what makes 
Singh such a big deal is the fact he broadened hockey culture. She 
explained how he is respected by both the Sikh community and the 
South Asian community at large, especially in cities such as Vancouver, 
where they are among the most die-hard fans. Ahmed said those 
established communities have existed in Canada for many decades and 
“Hockey Night in Punjabi” has brought more attention to that fact. 

According to Ahmed, having someone like Singh commentate in Punjabi 
allows people from Punjabi-speaking communities a chance to hold on to 
that part of their culture while being immersed in another. She said 
Singh’s work proved there was a passion for people who wanted a 
hockey broadcast available to them in Punjabi. And, the fact Singh isn’t 
the typical White, male announcer often seen on TV only reinforces how 
both the game and nation are growing as a whole. 

For Ahmed, she firmly believes people do not truly understand what 
Singh and his team at “Hockey Night in Punjabi” have accomplished. 

“The key is we don’t need one singular definition of what hockey can be,” 
Ahmed explained. “It just does not have to be Chad from Saskatchewan. 
It can be Harnaryan from Alberta. It can be Amrit (Gill) from British 
Columbia. It can be Shireen from Toronto. It can be Black Girl Hockey 
Club. … I cannot think of someone who has done more for inclusion for 
the game and representation and the changing face of what hockey can 
look like. He’s been instrumental in that.” 

Raja Shergill, who is a colour commentator and production assistant for 
“Hockey Night in Punjabi,” said hearing Singh’s goal call about Hoglander 
made him feel an immense sense of pride. He said if he was still a child 
and had heard that goal call, he would have immediately looked up who 
said it. And to know that it was Singh – someone who looks like him – 
makes it feel like that goal call belonged to anyone who is South Asian. 

Shergill, who is also a host and producer on Sportsnet 650, said Singh is 
the “most genuine guy” in terms of his positive nature and the most 
humble person on the show despite arguably being the show’s biggest 
star. Singh flies from Calgary to Vancouver, where “Hockey Night in 
Punjabi” is based. Shergill added how Singh always has the biggest 
smile when he walks through the door and does his best to make 
everyone laugh with his punny dad jokes. 

Being a producer means Shergill is always running around to make sure 
the show has everything needed. Yet whenever Singh arrives, their 
conversations provide a calming effect. They’re not just the typical “how’s 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 12, 2021 

 

it going” talks. Singh makes the effort to ask how Shergill and his family 
are doing. That is something Singh does for everyone he sees at the 
studio. 

“He is the face of ‘Hockey Night in Punjabi,'” Shergill said. “Whenever I 
tell people I work at ‘Hockey Night at Punjabi,’ everyone says I must 
know Harnaryan. People know him and I think they like him a lot.” 

Janda said what Singh and others in different ethnic groups are doing is 
giving people hope. Growing up, Janda remembers what it was like 
seeing Robin Bawa become the first South Asian hockey player he ever 
saw. Bawa had a short NHL career, but the fact he made it was 
something that made more people interested. Janda said he feels like he 
is seeing more youth doing the same with the current broadcasters and 
players they see on TV. 

Statistics Canada data reveals South Asians are the most visible people 
of colour in the nation with more than 1.9 million residents. That fact 
becomes even more prominent in Greater Vancouver suburbs like 
Surrey. Janda said the familiarity with sports like field hockey and grass 
hockey is what led to more South Asians taking an interest in hockey 
because there was something of an immediate familiarity. 

Anyone who has attended a Canucks game knows this. They have seen 
it in the stands and with special events such as Diwali Night. 

“It was a natural movement, but it also takes leadership and sports teams 
saying this is the way it should be,” Janda said. “We see what our 
community looks like and we want to cater to everybody. The community 
here has been very keen on hockey.” 

This is exactly why Singh matters to so many people. It’s to show those 
who look like him there can be more. But it is also a reminder to those 
who do not look like him that Canada along with the United States is 
changing. And for a motto like “Hockey is for Everyone” to have 
legitimacy, it must truly be for everyone regardless of their background, 
among other things. 

Knowing her son is proud of their culture, their language and all that 
comes with it is what makes Surjit Kaur Singh so happy. If people see 
her son on TV or performing as a musician with his tabla or harmonium, 
they feel this sense of community. 

“For me, it is a service to the community,” Surjit Kaur Singh said of her 
son. “He acts like a mentor. He understands what it means to the young 
people. They look at him. When people see us with him, they are always 
so proud. They think he is theirs. He belongs to everybody. I gave birth to 
him but he does a service to the community and that makes him theirs.” 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The NHL’s most painful breakups 
revisited 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Feb 11, 2021   

 

It’s almost Valentine’s Day, and after the year we’ve all been through, it 
presents a nice chance to refocus on what really matters by asking 
ourselves important questions like, “Am I currently going out with 
someone?” and “What was going out like? I can’t remember,” and “Wait, 
does this person live with me? Because that would explain who’s been 
eating all my food.” 

Then you could break up with them. That part’s optional and not 
necessarily recommended based on your circumstances. But it’s how a 
lot of relationships end, both in the world of romance and in the NHL. 
This is called tying your sports story into a current event. I am a 
professional writer. 

Years ago, I put together a list of 10 of the ugliest player/team breakups 
in NHL history. It wasn’t an exhaustive list, because it couldn’t be, 
because this sport is constantly tossing new examples onto the pile. Just 
recently, we’ve seen the Pierre-Luc Dubois drama play out in Columbus, 
and it might not be long before the Patrik Laine sequel gets good. We 
saw the end of long-term relationships like Zdeno Chara in Boston and 
Joe Thornton in San Jose. And we’re still not sure what exactly 
happened with John Chayka in Arizona. This league and its soap operas, 
am I right? 

So today, let’s remember a few more bad breakups from NHL history. My 
first piece covered names like Patrick Roy, Dany Heatley, Eric Lindros 
and Pavel Bure, but we have plenty more ground to cover. After all, it’s 
the NHL, where everything ends badly and nobody should ever get too 
attached. 

Sergei Fedorov and the Red Wings, 2003 

Happier times: Fedorov is one of the greatest players in Detroit history, a 
supremely skilled Russian star who won a Hart and two Selkes while 
providing the dominant two-way play that helped finally tip the Red Wings 
from regular-season monsters to Stanley Cup champions. 

But then: In 1998, after a lengthy RFA standoff that dragged well into the 
season, Fedorov signed an offer sheet with the Hurricanes that was 
ridiculously front-loaded with bonuses designed to make it unmatchable. 
The Wings matched anyway, and Fedorov stuck around for five more 
seasons, but a relationship that had been rocky from the start never fully 
recovered. 

How it ended: Fedorov finally left for good in 2013, signing with the 
Ducks in free agency, and the bad feelings lingered for years. Even after 
his induction into the Hockey Hall of Fame, the team still hasn’t retired his 
number. But time heals some wounds, and there have been recent signs 
of a thaw in the relationship, especially with Steve Yzerman running the 
Wings now. There has even been talk of Fedorov joining the organization 
in some capacity. 

What kind of breakup it was: The couple who’s always on the verge of 
breaking up but ends up holding on a lot longer than everyone thought 
before the inevitable final straw. 

Matt Duchene and the Avalanche, 2017 

Happier times: Duchene was the No. 3 pick of the 2009 NHL Draft and 
mostly lived up to the early hype in Colorado, finishing as a Calder finalist 
and peaking with a 70-point season in 2014. 

But then: Patrick Roy showed up. 

OK, that’s a little bit simplistic. But the Avs legend-turned-head coach 
didn’t seem to mix well with Duchene, most notably when he called him 
out for celebrating a goal during a blowout loss in 2016. That fueled 
expectations that Duchene would be dealt in the offseason, but he ended 
up outlasting Roy. Still, the situation seemed untenable by the 2017 
offseason, as the trade watch dragged on and the last-place Avs kept 
kicking the can down the road. 

How it ended: Duchene was finally traded that November, going to 
Ottawa as part of a three-way trade with the Predators that saw Colorado 
get Samuel Girard and several draft picks. 

That deal worked out great … for one of the teams. Colorado has been 
one of the league’s best teams ever since, and Girard looks like a future 
star. Duchene was OK in Ottawa but didn’t last a full season before being 
flipped to the Blue Jackets. And the Predators landed Kyle Turris, whom 
they immediately overpaid, and then waited until 2019 free agency to 
pounce on Duchene himself, whom they immediately overpaid. 
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What kind of breakup it was: The one where everyone else tries really 
hard not to notice that one side had things work out way better than the 
other and it’s kind of awkward. 

Martin St. Louis and the Lightning, 2014 

Happier times: St. Louis was one of the NHL’s great stories, an undrafted 
free agent who was obviously too small to thrive in a brutally physical 
league but who went on to become a star, winning an MVP and two 
scoring titles while becoming one of the few players in the league whom 
nobody could hate. 

But then: St. Louis had been part of Team Canada’s gold medal entry in 
2010, but only as a reserve; he never got to play. He was determined to 
rectify that in 2014 and seemed like a lock to make the team after leading 
the league in scoring in 2013. But Lightning GM Steve Yzerman was 
pulling double duty for Team Canada, and he made the tough call to 
snub his own star, taking names like Chris Kunitz, Patrick Sharp and 
Patrick Marleau instead. 

St. Louis would ultimately end up playing for the team as an injury 
replacement, but the damage was done. 

How it ended: Shortly after the Olympics, St. Louis informed the Lightning 
that he wanted a trade. Yzerman obliged, sending his disgruntled star to 
the Rangers for Ryan Callahan and draft picks. St. Louis played parts of 
two seasons in New York, including the 2014 run to the Cup final, before 
retiring. 

While the trade demand did some damage to his formerly pristine 
reputation, the two sides started mending fences in 2016, and the team 
retired his number not long later. 

What kind of breakup it was: The kind that shouldn’t have had to happen 
if one side had just shown a little bit of loyalty, STEVE. 

Martin St. Louis finished his career with the Rangers after playing 972 
games with the Lightning. (Brad Penner / USA Today) 

Roberto Luongo and the Canucks, 2014 

Happier times: Luongo spent 11 seasons in Vancouver, where he was a 
Vezina finalist twice and led the franchise to within a game of its first 
Stanley Cup in 2011. Along the way, he signed a 12-year contract that 
was designed to make him a Canuck for life. 

But then: As with so many breakups, a younger redhead was involved. 

In this case, that would be Cory Schneider, Luongo’s backup who started 
to look like he was ready for full-time duty. The two certainly made for a 
fun pair, but it became clear the Canucks would need to move one. The 
consensus was that it would be Luongo, who’d even reportedly asked for 
a trade. But the contract got in the way, and the Canucks shocked us all 
at the 2013 draft by sending Schneider to the Devils. That just put more 
pressure on Luongo, who saw his play fall off from his usual all-star level 
and had a run-in with a certain coach who seems so easy to get along 
with. 

How it ended: The Canucks finally found a taker for Luongo’s deal at the 
2014 deadline, sending him to the Panthers for Jacob Markstrom. That 
trade actually worked out OK for both sides, as Luongo rebounded for 
some strong seasons in Florida before retiring in 2019 and Markstrom 
eventually earned full-time starter status in Vancouver. All told, this 
breakup ended up reasonably amicable, although Canucks fans will 
remind you that they’re still paying for it to this day. 

What kind of breakup it was: The couple who had to break up because 
they always fought about money. 

Jaromir Jagr and the Penguins, 2001 

Happier times: Jagr showed up in Pittsburgh in 1990 as a lanky teenager 
with bad hair and a ton of talent, and he immediately became one of the 
final pieces in transforming the Penguins from also-rans to back-to-back 
champions. He spent years in the shadow of Mario Lemieux before 

becoming a star in his own right, winning five scoring titles and a Hart in 
Pittsburgh. 

But then: Lemieux’s comeback in 2000 seemed to suggest a 
renaissance, but instead Jagr asked for a trade in the 2001 offseason. 
The team was struggling financially, so moving Jagr and the massive 
contract that paid him $10 million a year made sense. They sent him to 
the Caps, getting next to nothing in return. 

How it ended: Jagr was cast as the villain in the 2001 trade, and Penguin 
fans vilified him for the better part of a decade, even after he left for the 
KHL. But in 2011, rumors swirled that Jagr was on his way back to the 
NHL and that he wanted to return to the Penguins. Everyone in 
Pittsburgh spent a few days talking themselves into letting him back into 
their hearts, at which point Jagr signed with the Flyers. 

What kind of breakup it was: The one where they’re about to get back 
together until one of them runs off with the other’s most-hated rival 
instead and everyone has to act horrified while pretending that the whole 
thing isn’t kind of hilarious. 

Pat LaFontaine and the Sabres, 1997 and 2014 

Happier times: LaFontaine spent six seasons in Buffalo, setting several 
team records that still stand today, including points and assists in a 
season. 

But then: Concussions derailed his career, and by 1997 the player and 
team were locked in a dispute over whether he was healthy enough to 
play. LaFontaine wanted back in the lineup, the Sabres were hesitant 
(allegedly because they weren’t sure they wanted to pay him), and soon 
the star center asked for a trade. 

How it ended: LaFontaine eventually got his wish, with the Sabres 
sending him to the Rangers. He lasted most of one season in New York 
before another concussion ended his career. 

The weird epilogue: LaFontaine rejoined the team, this time as president 
of hockey operations, after a 2013 front-office shake-up. It was a feel-
good story, with new ownerships mending fences with a former star and 
handing him the keys to a rebuild. It also lasted about four months, 
before LaFontaine quit among reports of a power struggle. 

What kind of breakup it was: The one where the couple briefly gets back 
together and it’s a terrible idea. 

Steve Larmer and the Blackhawks, 1993 

Happier times: A 1980 sixth-round pick who burst onto the scene by 
winning the Calder in 1983, Larmer spent 11 seasons in Chicago, scoring 
400 goals along the way. And, most famously, he never missed a game, 
racking up an ironman streak of 884 straight games that threatened the 
record. 

But then: During the 1993 offseason, Larmer told the Hawks he wanted 
out. He didn’t say why, publicly at least, which led to all sorts of 
speculation. Was it about money? A rift with the coach? A chance to win 
a Cup? Nobody was quite sure, but Larmer made it clear that his mind 
was made up, even talking about retiring rather than playing another 
game for Chicago. 

The Hawks didn’t seem to be in any great hurry to give him his wish, 
letting his holdout drag into the season. Despite the league ruling 
(somewhat controversially) that his absence would snap the ironman 
streak, Larmer held firm. 

How it ended: The Hawks finally dealt Larmer a month into the season, 
sending him to the Rangers as part of a three-way deal with the Whalers. 
He’d help the Rangers win a Cup in his first season, while the Hawks 
would settle for the meager return of Eric Weinrich and Pat Poulin. 

Larmer’s relationship with the Hawks remained rocky over the years, but 
he returned for their “one last shift” honors a few years ago. At the time, 
he said he still had no regrets about orchestrating his exit. 
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What kind of breakup it was: The relationship that ends with one side 
realizing you can’t make somebody stay once they’ve made up their mind 
to leave. 

Daniel Alfredsson and the Senators, 2013 and 2017 

Happier times: Alfredsson is the best player in Senators franchise history, 
not to mention the team’s longest-serving captain. When he reached free 
agency at the age of 40 in 2013, everyone assumed he’d finish his career 
in Ottawa. 

But then: In what felt at the time like a classic heel turn, he made what he 
called “a selfish decision” to jump to the Red Wings instead, shocking the 
hockey world and devastating Senators fans. 

Happier times, Part 2: After playing one season in Detroit and then 
retiring, Alfredsson made amends with the Senators. He returned to 
Ottawa for his retirement announcement, joined the team as a senior 
adviser in hockey ops and had his No. 11 raised to the rafters, a first in 
franchise history. See? We all knew they’d get back together. 

But then: In 2017, he left his front-office job under mysterious 
circumstances. Rumors at the time assumed that a rift with owner 
Eugene Melnyk was behind the departure, and Alfredsson seemed to 
confirm that when he publicly pushed for new ownership. 

How it ended: We’re not sure it has, as Senators fans continue to hold 
out hope that Alfredsson will be part of a new ownership group that will 
pry the team away from Melnyk. 

What kind of breakup it was: The one you never saw coming, but when 
you hear some of the behind-the-scenes rumors, you kind of get it. 

Mats Sundin and the Leafs, 2008 

Happier times: Sundin is arguably the greatest Leaf of all time, coming 
over in the 1994 Wendel Clark blockbuster and spending 13 seasons 
rewriting the Toronto record books. 

But then: As the 2008 deadline approached, the struggling Leafs were 
looking to rebuild. But Sundin and the rest of the team’s veterans had no-
trade clauses and decided to use them, with Sundin explaining that he 
didn’t want to win a Cup unless he could be part of a team from “October 
through June.” Some Leafs fans were disappointed and others were 
thrilled, but it was clear that Sundin would finish his career in Toronto. 

How it ended: Sundin didn’t re-sign with the Leafs in the 2008 offseason 
after all, finally joining the Canucks that December. As confused Leafs 
fans tried to remember if December came before or after October, 
Sundin returned to Toronto to score the shootout winner as fans (mostly) 
cheered him on. 

What kind of breakup it was: The one where one half of the couple is 
being weird and dishonest about things, but the other half is such a loser 
that you can’t really blame them. 

Mark Messier and the Canucks, 2000 

Happier times: On July 28, 1997, Messier left the Rangers to sign a five-
year, $30 million deal with the Canucks. Many people thought this was a 
good idea, for like a day. That’s pretty much it for the “happy times” 
column. 

But then: When it comes to Messier, the question is which ugly to 
breakup to go with. Walking out on the Oilers in 1991? Bolting the 
Rangers in 1997? Or this whole debacle. Where to begin? Messier was 
immediately handed the captaincy, which made some sense since the 
New York hype machine had already declared him the greatest leader in 
all of sports. But that meant that franchise icon Trevor Linden got a 
demotion and eventually a ticket out of town. Messier also took his iconic 
No. 11, which had been retired in Vancouver since Wayne Maki’s death 
in 1974. Then the Canucks missed the playoffs for three straight years, 
with Messier playing OK but never looking dominant. Then the team 
bought him out. Then the lawsuits started. 

Other than that, went great. 

How it ended: Badly, thanks for asking. The five-year deal was bought 
out after three seasons, and it was followed by a dispute over deferred 
money that Messier eventually won; he was awarded a $6 million 
settlement in 2012. 

For his part, Messier has conceded to some mistakes here and now says 
he regrets taking the captaincy from Linden. After the buyout, he returned 
to the Rangers and played four more seasons, performing reasonably 
well for a 40-something. 

As for Vancouver, to this day if you walk into a Canucks fan’s apartment 
and accidentally say, “This place is messy, eh,” they’ll immediately flip 
the nearest table and start ranting about wanting to fight Mike Keenan. 

What kind of breakup it was: The really ugly one that nobody’s over even 
all these years later, so we all agree to pretend it didn’t happen. Messier 
played for the Rangers and Oilers and took three years off in the late-
’90s to backpack across Europe — no further questions. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom undaunted by return to Vancouver, guides 
Flames through slow start 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

February 12, 2021, 2:14 AM 

 

Late in the second period of yet another gut-wrenching outing for the 
Vancouver Canucks, a deflated Brock Boeser skated over after a whistle 
to share a few words with Jacob Markstrom. 

In the midst of yet another Vezina-type clinic to open his return 
engagement to the west coast the longtime Canucks netminder likely 
wasn’t being congratulated for his good fortune on the ice or in free 
agency. 

A frustrated Boeser had just redirected one off the post, as part of a 
series of fortuitous bounces that conspired to extend Vancouver’s losing 
string to six. 

Who could blame the Canucks' frustrated forward for getting a few things 
off his chest with the man who is now a perfect 3-0 against his former 
team, stopping 33 of 34 in his latest heist. 

“Oh, I can’t remember,” said Marsktrom, breaking into a smile when 
asked what Boeser said. 

“I try to focus on just stopping the puck. It’s extra tough in games like 
these, when you’re playing against guys that have been close friends and 
you see every day and are still close friends. For me personally, I really 
need to try to focus extra hard in these games and not to get derailed 
and worry about anything else but stopping the puck.” 

Um, mission accomplished. 

Again. 

As Flames fans moaned about their team spending yet another first 
period on their heels, Markstrom continued his mastery over the team he 
left in the fall, stopping 92 of their 95 shots so far. 

It gave the Flames their third win in a row, despite being outshot (34-26), 
out-chanced and outplayed. 

“Sometimes you’re going to have to win like that on the road, especially 
against a team as desperate as they were tonight,” said Mark Giordano, 
who opened the scoring with 85 seconds left in the first period. 
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“They’re not all going to be pretty ones, especially on the road. I thought 
we played a great road game.” 

They certainly played an opportunistic one. 

Both of the Flames' first two goals came exactly one second after their 
power play expired, and in both cases, the puck bounced in off of 
Canucks defenders. 

Goalscorers Andrew Mangiapane and Giordano certainly weren’t about 
to make any apologies for those, as by the Flames’ count they’ve been 
victimized by a half-dozen bounces so far. 

It’s one of the only ways to beat Markstrom these days. 

Early in the second period the Canucks tied it 1-1 when Boeser banged 
in a rebound that sat on the goal line after Markstrom stopped his initial 
shot on a breakaway. 

Mangiapane’s lucky bounce off two defenders gave the Flames a lead 
late in the second, setting up Johnny Gaudreau’s insurance marker six 
minutes into the third. 

The Flames had just killed off the Canucks’ fourth power play when Sean 
Monahan stepped out of the box, stole the puck and sent Gaudreau in 
alone on a breakaway with the type of sick flip pass No. 13 generally 
delivers. 

Gaudreau outraced Tyler Myers to the net and beat Thatcher Demko with 
a rocket for his eighth of the year, putting the Flames up 3-1 for good. 

“I’m trying to shoot a little bit more,” said Gaudreau, who is now near the 
top of the league with a 28.5% shooting percentage. 

“A lot of teams know I like to pass. If I get the shot I’m trying to take it. I’m 
trying to not be too cute this year.” 

Remaining Time -1:11 

Gaudreau looking to shoot more but ‘not get too cute’ 

Having flipped the script on their season Saturday night against 
Edmonton, the Flames took their first step towards making good on the 
golden opportunity in front of them. 

With three more games in a row against a reeling Canucks club, they 
aren’t going to get many better chances to string together the type of 
streak that can erase their poor start to the season. 

“We haven’t had the start we wanted, results-wise,” said Markstrom, who 
has backstopped the 7-5-1 club to every one of its wins. 

“We’re fighting back and we want to climb up in the positioning in the 
division, so we want to go on a run. Tonight (Vancouver) came out flying, 
literally. They play such a fast game and in the first period, we didn’t 
really find our legs at the start. They’re a desperate team and they played 
a great game today. We’re happy we got away with the two points.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks appear to have finally found their game and 
they're still losing 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

February 12, 2021, 2:22 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The hockey gods heard the plaintive cries for help from 
a desperate Canucks Nation and they laughed. And it was not good. 

Having squandered most of their first 16 games through inept defensive 
play amid a lack of cohesion and intensity, the Vancouver Canucks are 
finally playing with urgency and appear to be finding their game. And 
they’re still losing. 

The Calgary Flames, also known as the Southern Alberta chapter of the 
Canucks alumni, were outplayed, outchanced and outshot Thursday in 
Vancouver but still won 3-1. It helped them immensely that ex-Canuck 
Jacob Markstrom was in the Calgary goal, and former Vancouver blue-
liner Chris Tanev on the Flames’ defence. 

But what helped them the most is that the Flames banked two shots off 
Canuck defenders and into the Vancouver net to lead a game starkly 
against the run of play. 

Actually, the second shot, by Andrew Mangiapane, was a double-banker 
that hit both Canucks Jordie Benn and Nate Schmidt to break a 1-1 tie at 
14:31 of the second period. The puck appeared to be headed back 
toward the Alberta border when it took the second bounce off Schmidt 
and angled sharply back behind goalie Thatcher Demko. 

Calgary’s first goal, by Mark Giordano at 18:35 of the first period, struck 
Benn on its way into the net. Both bank shots came one second after a 
Canucks penalty expired. 

“I don’t know even really what to say there,” Demko said as the Canucks 
lost their sixth straight game. “It’s kind of how it goes sometimes. A lot of 
positives we can take from this game (but) a tough couple of bounces 
there.” 

Schmidt, who spent his career winning games with the Vegas Golden 
Knights and Washington Capitals before joining the Canucks in an 
autumn trade, said of Magiapane’s billiards shot: 

“That's never happened to me before where it bounces off of a guy and 
hit me and went in the net. In all my years of playing, I don't think that's 
ever happened to me. I kicked (a loose puck) back to a guy last game 
and put it on his tape and it went in the net. I don't think that's ever 
happened to me. So I guess you could say those two things never 
happened in my career so far. I've had pucks go off me ... but never a 
double redirect and off the guy. Things are happening like that.” 

Welcome to Vancouver, the city the Stanley Cup forgot. 

The Canucks lost Monday in Toronto by outshooting the best team in the 
NHL 27-7 through two periods before the Maple Leafs scored twice in 11 
seconds in the third period to also win 3-1. 

On Thursday, shots were 14-5 for the Canucks late in the first period, 
and 24-14 after 40 minutes. It didn’t matter. 

The Flames’ breakaway clincher by Johnny Gaudreau, after a third-
period turnover by Tyler Myers, came 10 seconds after a Canucks power 
play ended. So that was 12 seconds of post-penalties play that cost 
Vancouver, after their 11 seconds of undoing in Toronto. 

So, no, Canucks prayers have not been answered. 

“Today, I think we played good enough to win the game,” Vancouver 
centre Elias Petteresson said. “We had our looks, we created chances, 
we spent most of the time in their zone. Two unlucky bounces. I don't 
know, it's frustrating. Everyone in our group, everyone in the locker room, 
just wants to win a game and get back at it because we know what we're 
capable of. Like I said, it's not going our way, but we'll figure it out.” 

Alas, it may already be too late. 

The Canucks are 6-11-0, in their darkest spot since Travis Green 
became coach in 2017 and only now, nearly one-third through the 
pandemic-shortened season, are starting to look like the team that 
surprised everyone in the Stanley Cup playoffs last summer. 

Markstrom, their hero then, has already beaten the Canucks three times 
this season. And Tanev had another solid game on the Flames’ defence 
as Calgary outshot Vancouver 11-5 with him on the ice at even-strength. 
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It is not surprising that the Canucks should miss these quality veterans, 
but no one in Vancouver was arguing back in October that the team here 
should have matched the Flames’ free-agent offers of $36 million and 
$18 million for 30-year-olds with injury histories. 

What’s surprising is how utterly chaotic the Canucks initially looked this 
season without Markstrom and Tanev. Either their value to team 
chemistry was underestimated, or Vancouver’s leadership without them 
was overestimated. 

But for two games, at least, the Canucks have played very well against 
good teams and still lost. And they’ll probably see Markstrom again the 
next three games, starting Saturday. 

Before Thursday, the 7-5-1 Flames had played only three-quarters of the 
games the Canucks had (12 vs 16). But one month into the season, they 
have played only one-quarter of Vancouver’s back-to-backs (one vs 
four). Markstrom is fresh. 

“I'm a positive person,” Schmidt said. “I like to think that we are playing 
better hockey. And if we continue to play better hockey, we will pull each 
other up by our straps and get out of this.” 

Pull harder and keep praying. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens, coach Julien need to find solutions as offence 
dries up 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

February 12, 2021, 1:13 AM 

 

MONTREAL — It’s a difficult balance to achieve — especially when you 
start the season without a regulation loss in your first seven games and 
maintain your rhythm over the next three before falling off-pace for four 
— but as a coach, you have to know when to stick with it and when to 
make changes. 

It’s fair to say Claude Julien is in the middle seat right now, and finding 
that balance will only be more challenging if things keep sliding. 

Julien’s Montreal Canadiens have lost three of four games — including 
Thursday’s 3-0 shutout to Mike Smith and the Edmonton Oilers — and 
the scoring has dried up. 

The Canadiens, who opened with 44 goals in their first 10 games, have 
scored just six in their last four. The opposition has tightened up — the 
Ottawa Senators looked like Team Germany, parking it on their half of 
the ice through two games and not allowing the Canadiens to gain any 
traction in transition before the Toronto Maple Leafs put a blanket on 
Montreal’s offence in Wednesday’s 3-1 win. 

And even if the flow was moving in both directions of Thursday’s game, 
which was delayed an hour for the completion of test results after Oilers 
forward Jesse Puljujarvi was added to the NHL's COVID-19 Protocol list, 
the Canadiens weren’t able to generate more than the one odd-man rush 
they had early in the first period — a breakaway for Nick Suzuki. 

Teams have adjusted to Montreal’s devastating counter-attack and 
clamped down in the scoring areas, and now it’s the Canadiens’ turn to 
make their own adjustments. 

It's not like Julien sat on his hands over the last 48 hours. He pulled 
assistant captain Paul Byron out of the lineup for Wednesday’s game and 
put him back in Thursday. Corey Perry went from the third line Saturday, 

to the fourth line Wednesday and to the taxi squad Thursday. Tomas 
Tatar and Tyler Toffoli switched places on lines two and three against the 
Oilers, and Jake Allen took Carey Price’s place in front of the net. 

But the Canadiens tried hard and lost, the frustration was oozing out of 
them on the ice — and off of it in their post-game media availability — 
and it left us wondering if Julien needs to tweak the offensive strategy. Or 
at least one part of it in particular. 

The Canadiens tend to rely on funnelling the puck back to the point a lot 
in the offensive zone. It’s at least part of the reason they came into the 
game with the 20th-most goals per game off the cycle at 5-on-5. 
Considering they lead the league in goals, it’s a concerning number — 
especially when teams aren’t allowing them to generate as much in 
transition and off the rush, where they still rank first in goals per game. 

That pattern — which we know of thanks to the fine folks at Sportlogiq, 
who provided the above data — was apparent in Thursday’s game as 
well, with Montreal’s defence accounting for 40 per cent of the shot 
attempts in all situations and 16 of 34 shots at even strength. 

Prior to the game, Phillip Danault was asked about what the Canadiens 
could do to be less predictable in this regard, and he said, “I think 
definitely we should work a little more with us as forwards.” 

“Cycle and those little things can help us,” Danault added. “It could be a 
little different, too — teams are doing video every day, so we’ve got to 
adjust sometimes on those little things. Those little things can bring you 
far and win some games, too. So, maybe a little more between the 
forwards in the O-zone.” 

When we asked Julien about it after the loss, he said it came down to the 
lack of execution of the strategy in place, rather than the strategy itself. 

“This (strategy) has been going on since the playoff bubble, which I 
thought served us well,” Julien said. “It served us well at the beginning of 
the year, too.” 

In fairness to Julien, that’s true to an extent. Montreal’s defence 
combined for 16 points in 10 games in the August playoffs, and they’ve 
combined for 34 points in 14 games this season. Those things wouldn’t 
have happened if this particular strategy wasn’t working to some degree. 

We’d even agree with Julien’s explanation of why this strategy works in 
general, and why it’s not working now. 

“When teams swarm and you have no room down low, you want to move 
it up high,” he said. “But we need to get on the inside, we need guys 
going to the net, and that’s what’s not happening right now. When you do 
move it up, sometimes it does open up some space for you to put it back 
down and use those little plays. 

“So I don’t think it’s the system itself, it’s more us not executing properly. 
And I think when you see our execution come back, those things won’t 
be in question.” 

But how long can he afford to wait to tweak it a bit, to throw a curveball at 
the opposition on this until the confidence to execute it properly returns? 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

It’s a shortened season, every point in the early part of it is that much 
more precious, and a losing spell can put so much in doubt. 

We’re not suggesting everything needs to be undone because of a bad 
stretch, which prompted Julien to say several times, both before and after 
Thursday’s game, that the Canadiens don’t have their “A-game.” 

Both Byron and Brendan Gallagher were asked after the loss if the coach 
was too reliant on all four lines and both of them practically said the same 
thing verbatim — a thing we agree with. 

“The strength of our team is having four lines that are capable of playing 
good hockey for our team,” said Byron. 
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The Canadiens played superstars Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner on 
Wednesday and Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl on Thursday, and 
with respect to Suzuki, Jonathan Drouin and Josh Anderson, they aren’t 
of that ilk. Even if they’ve produced at nearly a point-per-game rate so 
far. 

This team’s superpowers are its depth and its balanced. If Julien deviates 
from that just to put a few more goals in, a lot of other areas slip, so we 
don’t see a reason for him to do that. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“Right now things aren’t going that well offensively, but I think we need to 
do a better job of going to the net,” Byron said. “Not really playing as 
much on the outside, find ways to get in front and make life difficult for 
their goalie. We had a lot of shots, a lot of outside shots, one-and-dones. 
I think (Smith) saw a lot of the puck tonight and it just makes it easy for 
him. You’re not always going to score 3-on-2 breakaway goals all the 
time. Sometimes you’ve got to go to the paint, you gotta get dirty goals, 
stuff that guys like Corey (Perry) and Gally made a living doing for years. 
It’s just on everybody to go and do that and embrace that mentality. Put 
the work boots on and go to the hard areas to score. It’s a big part of our 
game I think we can improve on.” 

The coaches can help the players do it. Julien and his associates have to 
consider attacking this issue with some new methods before the team 
slips further into the offensive abyss. 

Gallagher’s not sweating it. 

“There’s no concern,” he said. 

But Gallagher’s not the one holding the clipboard on the bench, and 
finding that balance of sticking to your plan and adjusting it is always 
hardest to do when things aren’t going the way you want them to. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs quarter-mark report: The great, the meh and 
the questions 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 11, 2021, 2:15 PM 

 

TORONTO -- No hockey team gets scrutinized, dissected or 
deconstructed on a daily basis than the Toronto Maple Leafs. One poor 
effort can ignite a bad week’s worth of chatter in this market. One 
dominant evening, and it’s dust off the parade maps. 

So, it’s worthwhile to zoom out — 14 games into a season Frederik 
Andersen dubbed “a sprint and a marathon” — and take stock of how it’s 
going. 

The Maple Leafs are surely benefitting from 2021’s realignment. 

And while it’s difficult to judge just how good they actually are when 
they’ll never get a measuring stick like Tampa or Boston, Washington or 
Vegas, Toronto’s welcoming of this All or Nothing pressure is off to a 
promising first episode. 

Any critique of the NHL’s top team (11-2-1) feels like picking nits off a 
thoroughbred, particularly during a nine-game points streak. 

The Maple Leafs’ best players are putting up Nintendo numbers. The 
much-publicized veteran-slash-leadership acquisitions — Joe Thornton, 
Wayne Simmonds, T.J. Brodie, Zach Bogosian — have all met or 

exceeded expectations. And Toronto has finally taken its long-awaited 
defensive leap. 

“We have a great vibe on the bench,” beams Justin Holl, another feel-
good story from Q1. 

The majority of Canada’s organizations would kill for the Leafs’ early 
woes (injured backup goalie, in-flux bottom six, promising D-men forced 
to be healthy scratches). 

The best news is about Toronto’s record is that, to a man, the Leafs still 
don’t believe they’re firing on all cylinders quite yet. 

Puck possession is a priority for any Sheldon Keefe–helmed squad, and 
this is one area the coach believes his charges can improve. 

“That's a huge part of our philosophy, for sure. I don't think we were very 
good in that area, to be frank, in the first 10 games, but we've shown 
progress,” Keefe says. 

“While we are known for our offence and our scoring and had a bit of a 
breakout here in the last couple games, our offence wasn't the reason 
why we're winning games in the first 10 games of the season. 

“We were winning because of our power play and because of the fact 
that we were defending better, in my opinion. That carried us through a 
lot of those really tight games.” 

TOP-SIX FORWARDS GRADE: A+ 

Mitch Marner has 21 points and just wrapped an eight-game point/assist 
streak. 

Auston Matthews ran an eight-game goal streak, has points in 12 of 13, 
and has lit more lamps (11) than anyone in hockey. 

Keefe knows exactly what he’s getting from Zach Hyman every night, 
and it’s all good. 

William Nylander and John Tavares both believe they have another level 
to reach in terms of 5-on-5 production. And yet they’re firmly in point-per-
game territory thanks, largely, to a double-barrelled power play driven by 
the Leafs’ Core Four forwards. 

When healthy, old newcomers Thornton and Simmonds have 
complemented the young stars nicely. 

“They’re obviously very talented up front,” says Montreal goalie Carey 
Price, who’s lost twice to Toronto. “That group of forwards thinks the 
game very well.” 

Less obvious is the step Matthews and Marner have taken defensively. 
There is less cheating for offence among the top six, which lends an 
honesty to the gaudy offensive stats. 

Matthews, in particular, is off to the type of campaign that will thrust him 
into the conversation for hardware — and we’re not only talking about the 
Rocket Richard Trophy. 

"He's a special player,” says Jason Spezza, “who's putting together an 
MVP-type season.” 

BOTTOM-SIX FORWARDS GRADE: B– 

A concern for the duration of 2019-20, the revolving door to the bottom of 
the Leafs’ forward group keeps on spinning. 

The absence of a pre-season and an influx of fresh faces has prompted 
Keefe to extend role-player tryouts into February, as the coach searches 
for the best mix to tread water — or, better still, chip in — when his all-
stars catch their breath. 

It’s been a mixed bag. 

For every Jason Spezza hat trick, we get an Alexander Barabanov, who 
doesn’t look NHL ready. For every fearless Simmonds’ scrap or pretty 
redirect goal, we get a snake-bit Ilya Mikheyev or a Nick Robertson 
injury. 
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Travis Boyd is revealing himself a fine find; the jury is still out on Jimmy 
Vesey and Pierre Engvall. 

And while there’s plenty to like about the feisty Alexander Kerfoot, who is 
much more engaged this season, he has been prone to penalties — and, 
unfortunately, his mere presence is a reminder to Leaf Nation that they 
lost a pure two-way centreman via the Nazem Kadri trade. 

DEFENCE GRADE: A– 

If I were to tell you prior to the season that the Maple Leafs would post a 
below-median save percentage and still be among the NHL’s elite, surely 
you would assume they’ve been winning games by scores like 6-4. 

But that’s far from the case. Toronto’s first seven wins were all grind-’er-
out, one-goal affairs (sometimes plus an empty-netter). In nearly every 
case, they had to lock things down in their own end, weather a storm, 
and hold a lead like a grudge. 

This group is much better equipped to do so. With a top four of Morgan 
Rielly–T.J. Brodie and Jake Muzzin–Justin Holl trusted to match the 
division’s elite top-sixes and depth well beyond Zach Bogosian on the 
third pairing, we dare say this is the most balanced Leafs blue line of this 
century. 

That said, Toronto’s penalty kill (76.5 per cent) remains in the bottom 
third of the league, where it’s been stuck for years. 

The early returns on the seldom-noticed Brodie (this is a good thing) are 
fantastic, and he deserves partial credit for a healthy 11-point burst out 
the gates from Rielly. 

Meanwhile, Mikko Lehtonen, Travis Dermott and Rasmus Sandin are all 
inspired to give A+ effort every night just to prove they're worthy of 
dressing. 

In his five years a Leaf, Frederik Andersen has never been so sheltered. 

“The biggest reason why our shots on goal have reduced is we just don't 
allow teams into our zone with near the same level of frequency, and the 
number of odd-man rushes have dramatically decreased against,” notes 
Keefe. That message was drilled into all skaters, forwards included, from 
Day 1 of camp. 

“We've seen great strides in that area. It's a credit to the players for how 
they've bought into it,” Keefe adds. “When the puck changes hands… 
and it starts moving towards our net, our guys have been really 
committed to making sure we've got numbers above it. We can kill plays 
before it before they have a chance to get to our goalie.” 

GOALTENDING GRADE: B+ 

After zero tune-up games and a just-OK start, Andersen has settled 
nicely into a groove during this critical contract year. 

Toronto’s undisputed No. 1 has posted a .924 save percentage over his 
past 10 starts. He outright stole Monday’s 3-1 victory over Vancouver 
and outduelled Price with a season-best 33-save performance on 
Wednesday. 

Andersen’s ability to rise to the occasion is all the more valuable 
considering the double-whammy the Leafs’ goaltending chart has been 
dealt below him. 

Third-string insurance guy Aaron Dell was scooped off the waiver wire 
before he could stop one puck for the team that signed him. And backup 
Jack Campbell, who shone in his two starts (2-0-0, .923), has been 
sidelined indefinitely with a leg injury suffered Jan. 24 in Calgary. That 
Campbell isn’t even skating yet is a concern. 

Health willing, we expect Keefe to ride Andersen. Michael Hutchinson, 
originally signed to be the club’s fourth-string netminder, could make his 
NHL debut during next week’s back-to-back versus Ottawa. 

Hyman has been the silent contributor to arguably hockey’s hottest duo, 
doing the dirty work for Matthews and Marner. No one disputes that he 

fits well on Toronto’s top line because, honestly, Hyman fits well 
anywhere he’s thrown. 

But with a healthy Joe Thornton (rib) set to return next week and 
eventual top-six left winger Nick Robertson (knee) not too far behind, it 
will be interesting to see how Keefe arranges the pieces to his forward 
puzzle. 

The Leafs ultimately desire a consistent third line with an identity, one 
that is hard to play against. Injuries have tossed a wrench into those 
plans. Let’s see if Hyman, with help from Kerfoot, can drive a third unit on 
their own. 

Bonus questions for Q2: When will Campbell be ready? Who ultimately 
locks up the 6D job, Lehtonen or Dermott? And will GM Kyle Dubas 
actually pull the trigger on a depth forward trade? 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Best Bargain Players Edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

February 11, 2021, 12:35 PM 

 

When the salary cap is flat, the importance of finding value players is 
enhanced. 

Having productive all-stars making piles of cash is nice for the top of the 
roster, but what about the bottom six, or the third pair? What about your 
backup goalie, who is probably playing more often this year? You can't 
just throw away those pieces and expect to compete. 

Depth is the name of the game. 

This week's Power Rankings focuses on the best value player in each 
organization -- and yes, we know we're only a month in, but we are close 
to the quarter mark of the 56-game schedule now. Some of these teams 
have young players on entry-level deals who are top-tier performers, 
while others have depth players in key minutes on bargain contracts. 

As always, the teams in our list are ordered on what they are doing in the 
standings, with a bit of a recency bias. They are not ordered by the 
players we talk about. 

Without further ado, here are the best value players around the league. 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning: Mathieu Joseph 

Minutes are not easy to get for emerging players within Tampa Bay's 
forward group, but count me among those who believes if Joseph were to 
get more opportunities, numbers would follow. In a depth role again this 
season, he has four goals and five points in 11 games. When you look at 
his rates, though: Joseph leads the Lightning in goals per 60 minutes of 
5-on-5 play and fifth in points by that measure -- two years ago he was 
top 10 in both categories on the team. Still, he plays less than 10 minutes 
from the fourth line more often than not and even moving up to the third 
line won't be easy to do here. Critical to the Lightning is that such a 
productive player makes just $737,500 this season and next. 

2. Boston Bruins: Jeremy Lauzon 
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He hasn't scored a goal yet this season, but the 23-year-old making 
$850,000 (for another year past 2021!) averages the second-most overall 
minutes, and most PK minutes on the Cup contending Bruins. He's 
stepped into a big role and fits in it well after some off-season losses on 
the blue line. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights: Chandler Stephenson 

There aren't a lot of truly "value" contracts in Vegas as most of the key 
pieces of their lineup have signed second, third or big money veteran 
contracts. So let's take a moment to shine a little light on Stephenson, 
Vegas' top line centre making $2.75 million against the cap through 
2023-24. He has seven points in 10 games and leads Vegas forwards in 
average even strength ice time. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs: Jason Spezza 

At 36 he's by far the oldest player on this list, but at just $700,000 Spezza 
has been important to these Leafs for a few reasons. One is that he can 
move through waivers if necessary and not be claimed, since he'd just 
retire anyway. Two, he's one of the key veteran leaders in the room. And 
three, he's been surprisingly productive with four goals and eight points in 
13 games so far. He doesn't play a lot, averaging under 10 minutes a 
game, but what he's giving the fourth line is exactly what the top-heavy 
team needs. 

5. Colorado Avalanche: Cale Makar 

An electric talent, Makar might be making an early Norris Trophy case as 
a 22-year-old. He's third among all NHL defencemen with 12 points in 11 
games, and when Makar is on the ice at 5-on-5 Colorado has outshot its 
opponents 100-65 and outscored them 13-5. He tilts the ice in a dynamic 
and fun way, which is a great bargain right now, but will lead to a big 
raise in the off-season. 

6. Montreal Canadiens: Nick Suzuki 

Some are already comparing him to a young Patrice Bergeron (we'll see) 
but whatever Suzuki becomes as an NHLer in the long run, he is a 
leading piece of a dynamic forward group. With 12 points in 13 games, 
making $863,333 this season and next, Suzuki is a central player in Marc 
Bergevin's re-tool from a couple years ago that is proving him right today. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes: Andrei Svechnikov 

Leading the Canes with six goals and 10 points in 10 games, he's one of 
the premiere snipers in the game for a team on the rise. Svechnikov 
won't be a bargain much longer though, with a contract expiring this 
coming off-season. But he'll be worth every penny. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers: Joel Farabee 

His season started with a four-point night, then he went five scoreless in 
a row, and now he has been better than a point per game player in his 
past seven games. He's a third-liner in a deep group of forwards and will 
be a luxury at his ELC price point for another year. 

9. Dallas Stars: Miro Heiskanen 

There are lots of exciting up-and-coming young defencemen in this 
league, and Heiskanen ranks in the top tier of them. The 21-year-old has 
seven assists so far, but no goals and he hasn't yet sustained a level we 
got used to seeing him at last season. Still, his best is still to come this 
season and he's on an entry-level deal for one last season. 

10. St. Louis Blues: Jordan Kyrou 

Breakout szn! A second-rounder from 2016, Kyrou had shown flashes 
here and there but, as is usually the case with the best teams, a deep 
forward group never allowed an easy path to minutes for him. And maybe 
that worked for him. Kyrou has five goals and 12 points in 13 games and, 
even more impressive, 11 of them have come at even strength -- tied for 
the seventh-most in the league. 

11. Florida Panthers: Carter Verhaeghe 

What a great start for the 25-year-old. He finally arrived in the NHL just 
last season, playing 52 games but never able to carve a bigger role for 
himself on the stacked Tampa Bay Lightning. But in Florida, where he 
signed as a free agent for $1 million, he's become a top line player who's 
so far been able to convert solid 5-on-5 scoring rates from last season 
into impressive scoring numbers with greater opportunity. 

12. Washington Capitals: Vitek Vanecek 

He wasn't supposed to be on the NHL roster before the season started, 
but when Henrik Lundqvist had to step away, Vanecek was moved to the 
backup job. Ilya Samsonov had two rocky starts at the beginning of the 
season and then was put on the COVID list, meaning Vanecek has been 
thrust into the starter's job. He's not been outstanding -- and has lost 
three in a row -- but he's been sturdy enough to hold the fort with a 5-2-2 
record. The 25-year-old makes $716,667 this season and next. 

13. Winnipeg Jets: Mason Appleton 

The Jets always seem to have more forwards, don't they? Appleton is the 
latest taking an interesting step, sitting with seven points in 12 games, 
nearly equaling all of last season's production in 34 fewer games. A sixth-
round pick from 2015, Appleton has been productive at every level and in 
a pinch, he can slide into the top six. 

14. Edmonton Oilers: Kailer Yamamoto 

Riding shotgun next to Leon Draisaitl is a pretty sweet thing, but to stick 
there as a consistent producer is a more difficult job. Yamamoto, the 
22nd overall pick in 2017, is not near the point-per-game level he was at 
in 27 games last season, but he is third in primary assists on the team 
and in the final year of his ELC. 

15. New York Islanders: Noah Dobson 

Usage is a little sporadic still and he gets most of his starts in the 
offensive zone, but that leans into Dobson's strength at 21 years old. 
He's the highest-scoring Isles defenceman with six points and his role will 
only get bigger from here, playing on an ELC for this season and next. 

16. Minnesota Wild: Kirill Kaprizov 

The game-changing rookie has lived up to every expectation so far, from 
an electrifying overtime winner in his debut to a sustained hot start in 
which he's scored nine points in 11 games. Kaprizov has found 
consistency early, too, and hasn't been held pointless in back-to-back 
games yet. 

Remaining Time -1:23 

Kaprizov's first goal is OT winner in NHL debut for Wild 

17. Calgary Flames: Dillon Dube 

Finding a home on Calgary's new top line with Matthew Tkachuk and 
Elias Lindholm, Dube has five points in nine games and leads the Flames 
early in primary assists per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. If he holds this place in 
the depth chart, he's well on his way to a career season while making 
$778,333. 

18. Arizona Coyotes: Conor Garland 

A heck of a player, Garland arrived as a part-timer two years ago, broke 
out last season and is on track to take another significant step in 2021. 
Making just $775,000 against the cap, the 2015 fifth-rounder is seventh 
in the league with 47 shots and leads the Coyotes with 10 even strength 
points. For context, Garland averages as many points per 60 minutes of 
5-on-5 play as Winnipeg's Nikolaj Ehlers. 

19. New Jersey Devils: Jack Hughes 

Shame on you if you gave up on the 2019 first round pick after a tough 
rookie season. In 2021, Hughes is a much improved player with eight 
points in nine games and though the Devils are minus-3 as a team 
overall, when Hughes is on the ice at 5-on-5 New Jersey is outscoring 
opponents 9-6. 
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20. Chicago Blackhawks: Kevin Lankinen 

It's not as though the Blackhawks have gotten so much better on 
defence. They still leak shots and high danger chances against and, on 
paper, should be near the bottom of the league again. But here comes 
Lankinen, an undrafted 25-year-old who has been an AHL backup for two 
years, to save them. Lankinen is among the league's best with a .933 
save percentage and 2.17 GAA and in nine starts he's lost a single game 
in regulation. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets: Alexandre Texier 

A work in progress at centre, and shown time on the wing too, Texier has 
eight points in 14 games and leads the Blue Jackets with four goals at 5-
on-5. 

22. Pittsburgh Penguins: Pierre-Olivier Joseph 

The Pens really need young blood to come along these days, and with it, 
productive players on inexpensive contracts. Joseph is ahead of 
schedule, arriving to the NHL as a 21-year-old after a single AHL season. 
He's had five points in seven games, including a three assist night, and 
his shots for percentage at 5-on-5 is the highest of all Pens defenders. A 
first round pick of Arizona's, Joseph was acquired in the Phil Kessel deal 
and has another season left on his ELC. 

23. New York Rangers: Adam Fox 

The third-highest scoring Ranger with seven points in 12 games, Fox is 
building off a really good rookie season that was overshadowed by other, 
younger defencemen. He's an all-situations player and as the Rangers 
work their way out of a rebuild, they'll be helped by the fact Fox will only 
cost $925,000 this season and next. 

24. Buffalo Sabres: Rasmus Dahlin 

In a slow start that was beginning to turn around before their games had 
to be postponed. Dahlin has three points in his past four games. Though 
he's been on the ice for far too many 5-on-5 goals, underlying numbers 
suggest Buffalo's offence has also been cooler than it should be with him, 
making his plus-minus look terrible. It'll come. Honourable mention to 
Dylan Cozens. 

25. San Jose Sharks: Ryan Donato 

At 24 years old and making $1.9 million against the cap, Donato is 
actually one of the more expensive players on our list, but he's been a 
nice add to the Sharks and only cost a third-round pick in a trade to 
Minnesota. He has seven points in 11 games, and has added value in 
the shootout, where he's gone 3-for-5 this season. 

26. Anaheim Ducks: Max Comtois 

The Ducks don't score a whole heck of a lot -- averaging just 2.00 per 
game -- but Comtois has already equaled his goal total from last season 
in half as many games played. In the last year of his entry-level contract, 
Comtois has a couple of two-goal games and leads every Duck... with 
seven points in 14 games. 

27. Nashville Predators: Nick Cousins 

It has been a tough year in Nashville where, kind of like Vancouver, 
there's something that just isn't working with the group anymore. With 
five points in 12 games, Cousins has been one of the brighter spots. But 
change might be needed here and Cousins' $1.5 million contract could 
be attractive to other teams. 

28. Vancouver Canucks: Elias Pettersson 

It hasn't been the smoothest of starts for Pettersson, or anyone on the 
Canucks for that matter, but the scoring chances have started coming 
around and he'd look better if not for some posts along the way. He could 
still stand to shoot it some more, but Pettersson has 11 points in 16 
games, 10 of which have come in his past 10 games, and his upcoming 
contract negotiation will be very interesting. 

29. Los Angeles Kings: Calvin Petersen 

The 1-4-1 record may be ugly, but make no mistake the 26-year-old 
Petersen has been Los Angeles' better goalie this year. He's allowed 
more than three goals only once and has a .925 save percentage to 
Jonathan Quick's .867. He's making just $858,333 this season and next 
and the starts should begin tilting in his direction. 

30. Detroit Red Wings: Filip Zadina 

He's shown flashes of what made him the sixth overall pick in 2018. 
We've seen a few instances of his quick release shot that will make him 
such a deadly scorer in the long run. His first goal of the season on 
Tuesday might have been one Sergei Bobrovsky would like back, but it 
was also a nifty play by Zadina, who's playing on an ELC this season and 
next. 

31. Ottawa Senators: Brady Tkachuk 

There haven't been a lot of pluses for the Sens this season, though some 
of the younger players have been bright spots. Tkachuk has shone the 
brightest with a team-leading eight points in 14 games and he brings the 
same kind of edge his brother in Calgary does. While Brady has taken 20 
PIMs, he's drawn 15 penalties, per Natural Stat Trick, giving his team a 
PP edge. That combination of production and sandpaper will do the Sens 
well in the long run. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators quarter-mark report: Finally showing signs of 
being a tough out 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

February 11, 2021, 11:28 AM 

 

The longer daylight hours might suggest an NHL season two-thirds gone, 
with playoff positioning starting to come into focus. 

This is no ordinary season, and so the Ottawa Senators find themselves 
just 14 games into a 56-game schedule, at the exact quarter-mark of a 
season that has them involved in so much Canadian content it’s as 
though the CRTC made up the schedule. 

Playing in the high offence, periodic defence format of the North Division 
has presented challenges for a rebuilding Ottawa team that can’t match 
the firepower of the Montreal Canadiens or Edmonton Oilers. At least the 
blowouts seem to be a thing of the past. 

The Senators have tightened up their game dramatically since returning 
to the Eastern time zone in early February, allowing three goals or less in 
their past four games. 

Now, if they could just figure out how to score. 

Where they are relative to expectation 

Realistically, the Senators "are what we thought they were," to 
paraphrase Dennis Green. Ottawa is last in the division, but on any given 
night, especially recently, is capable of at least testing the opposition, if 
not actually beating them. However, with two wins in 14 games, the 
Senators aren’t scaring anyone. 

Oddly, the Senators have been toughest on the two best clubs in the 
North – Toronto and Montreal – with single wins against both, on Jan. 15 
and Feb 4. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 12, 2021 

 

An early seven-game road trip came at an unfortunate time as the Sens 
were not playing as a group, nor did they have their optimum roster for 
those games between Jan. 23 and Feb. 4. They dropped six of the seven 
and got outscored 36-16. This was the embarrassment phase of their 
season. 

That sounds grim, and most nights it was, and yet Ottawa closed out that 
trip with a 3-2 win over the Canadiens at the Bell Centre on Feb. 4 that 
may be a night we look back on as a corner turned on the season. 

A younger, more energetic roster, combined with a more mobile defence 
and dramatically improved goaltending – from their No. 1 goalie, that is – 
has resulted in a Senators team that is living up to that pre-season goal 
of being a hard team to play against. Any measure of decent goaltending 
would have earned Ottawa a win over Edmonton Tuesday, but backup 
Marcus Hogberg yielded three goals on 13 shots and a dominant effort 
by the home Sens, a 42-22 shot advantage while shutting down Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, wasn’t enough in a 3-2 loss. Ottawa’s record 
fell to 2-11-1. 

This team is still missing a top-end scorer, although teenage forward Tim 
Stützle is doing his part with four goals to put himself into the early 
conversation for rookie of the year. That those four goals lead the team in 
scoring is telling. 

The potential is there with Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris and Drake 
Batherson, once this 22-and-under trio matures into consistent 
production, although head coach D.J. Smith has broken that line up 
recently and Batherson was temporarily on a fourth line with Derek 
Stepan and Alex Galchenyuk on Tuesday versus the Oilers. 

Defensively, the organization that was the second worst in goals allowed 
last season is still dead last at this point, although showing signs of 
tightening up as goaltender Matt Murray and the defence get a little more 
familiar. 

It will be interesting to see how the next 14 games compare to the first 14 
as far as a young team and its short-term trend. Now that their defensive 
play has improved, the Senators need to focus on scoring. Their offence 
has been a dry gulch, producing little more than two goals per game and 
just four goals in the past three. Only four times have the Senators 
opened the scoring in a game. 

TOP 6 FORWARDS GRADE: C 

If grades are assigned based on expectations and not overall league 
rank, the Senators top six checks in with a passing grade, though not 
without some teacher comments about the need for greater consistency 
and production. 

While they have shown flashes of strong play and are certainly stronger 
with Colin White as No. 2 centre after he started the season as a healthy 
scratch, this group is outmatched against North Division offences that 
can match two or three elite forwards against Ottawa’s best. 

Stützle, at left wing, is getting better and might be this team’s No. 1 
centre down the road. Tkachuk is wisely staying away from fighting in 
recent games (leaving Erik Gudbranson to deal with Zack Kassian this 
week). He needs to focus more on offence and less on police work. Nick 
Paul has been a steadying force, whether he gets second- or third-line 
minutes. 

Ottawa desperately needs scoring from Evgenii Dadonov, who was 
brought in via free agency to score goals at even play and, especially, on 
the power play. Dadonov has been visibly better recently, scored his 
second and third goals of the season this week and looked dangerous on 
a line with Paul and White. The power play remains one of the league’s 
worst. 

BOTTOM 6 FORWARDS GRADE: C- 

Typical of a developing team, this group has been a bit of a rotating 
mishmash. Recently, some of the top-six forwards to start the season 
have slipped down, despite the fact they’re not quintessential bottom-six 
players. Stepan and Batherson, for example, were expected to produce 

out of top-six roles. It’s fair to say that for the foreseeable future, the 
bottom six will remain a work in progress. 

Connor Brown, Chris Tierney and Nick Paul have been the work horses 
of the group, with Austin Watson providing penalty-kill help and some 
grit. Lack of production has thrust some of those "checkers" into top-six 
roles lately, with Brown, Tierney and Paul moving on up. 

Ottawa’s penalty killing has been a bit better in recent games but remains 
in the bottom six of the NHL. 

DEFENCE GRADE: C+ 

This group would have rated a D just a few games ago, but with some 
roster moves and an infusion of youth and pace, the defence is much 
improved. The two big additions were Erik Brannstrom, in time for the 
Montreal series and KHL-tested Artem Zub, off the taxi squad just prior to 
the road game in Edmonton. Unfortunately, Brannstrom was injured in 
Monday’s game against the Oilers and is expected to be out at least a 
week. 

Christian Wolanin, who had been out with a nagging injury, returned to 
the lineup Tuesday to replace Brannstrom and continue the trend of 
creating better movement out of their own zone. 

With top defenceman Thomas Chabot a fixture and Mike Reilly providing 
mobility as well, Wolanin can maintain the recent pattern of a puck mover 
on each line. 

Ideally, when Brannstrom returns, Smith will have options with a three-
pair setup of Chabot-Nikita Zaitsev, Wolanin-Zub and Gudbranson-
Brannstrom, with Reilly also an option with Zub. That pair played well 
Tuesday. 

Zub, 25, though new to the NHL, has a wealth of experience from the 
KHL and is a solid, physical defenceman, a nice replacement for Dylan 
DeMelo. On the whole, this corps is trending up now that Braydon 
Coburn and Josh Brown have stepped aside. 

GOALTENDING GRADE: C 

If Murray were to be graded by month, he would probably get a D- for 
January and B+ for February – his game has changed that much. 

Some of that credit goes to the players in front of him, but when Murray 
eliminated his “one bad goal per game” habit and found his angles, he 
gave the bench a huge lift. 

We are talking about a total transformation: Murray has a .942 save 
percentage for February and was .849 for January. His overall save 
percentage has jumped to .886 from the deep hole he dug. The Senators 
bet big on Murray – trading for him and signing him to a four-year 
contract – and need him to be a stabilizing force in goal. He has been 
that this month. 

Behind Murray, expect some change now that Hogberg seems to have 
flunked his audition. With AHL Belleville starting up this weekend, Joey 
Daccord will get some games in and Filip Gustavsson, currently on the 
taxi squad, may get the first chance to replace Hogberg as Murray’s 
backup. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Without a clear path to a playoff position, the Senators have to use the 
regular season to put their up-and-coming young talent into challenging 
situations – on power plays and defending leads late in games. 

Over the first quarter, we saw a shift away from veterans at the start of 
the season to a gradual influx of young players at forward and on the 
blue line. Expect more to come, as centre Logan Brown and perhaps 
Alex Formenton join the likes of Stützle, Norris, Batherson, Brannstrom 
and Wolanin by playing valuable minutes for the Senators. The tryouts 
for the 2021-22 roster have already begun. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers quarter-mark report: Slow improvement raises 
playoff hopes 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

February 11, 2021, 12:19 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Fourteen points in 14 games, a 7-7 record through the 
opening quarter of the season, and on top of that a win Tuesday night in 
Ottawa that put the Edmonton Oilers above .500 for the first time all 
season. 

You could look at that fairly average opening quarter by the Edmonton 
Oilers and judge the rest of their season on it. But it would be inaccurate, 
and a bit unfair to a team that entered the season depending on a two-
goalie system that ended up starting Mikko Koskinen in 12 of its opening 
14 games. 

“It’s fair to say we didn’t get off to the start that we wanted to (3-6), but 
we battled our way back,” said veteran winger Alex Chiasson. “We’re a 
quarter into the season now and we’re right in the middle of our division. 

“Having two goalies is key for us, it showed last year.” 

Breaking in Jesse Puljujarvi on the first line? No problem. 

Figuring out a defence when Caleb Jones and Ethan Bear -- two guys 
who were being counted on to play -- have either struggled or been 
injured? No problem. 

But being forced to play Koskinen so much that he was more than 100 
minutes ahead of the next NHL netminder? That was a problem. 

That the Oilers were at .500 and right in the thick of the North Division 
playoff race after 14 games, when Koskinen had a .889 saves 
percentage and a 3.55 goals-against average is just shy of miraculous. 
Now, with Mike Smith back — with an impressive first start under his belt 
— let’s see what kind of goaltending Edmonton gets when its original 
plan plays out and both guys roughly split the load. 

So let’s look at Edmonton’s opening quarter, all things considered: 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

WHERE THEY ARE RELATIVE TO EXPECTATION? 

Likely just about where we thought they’d be — serious contenders for 
third or fourth spot in the North, within two points of second place 
Montreal, which hosts the Oilers on Thursday. 

I have the Oilers as a playoff team, and considering that they sit in that 
exact spot despite some injuries and much uncertainty in the opening 
quarter, it is fair to expect them to protect that position as the season 
goes on and their game solidifies. 

We expect Puljujarvi to steadily improve. We would say that Dominik 
Kahun will be better in the ensuing segments, having spent the first 
quarter of the season on a new team with two new linemates in Leon 
Draisaitl and Kailer Yamamoto. 

Minus the injured Klefbom, the defence is beginning to solidify, with Evan 
Bouchard emerging as a Top 6 D-man and Tyson Barrie finding his game 

nicely of late. And we’ll predict that, with continued health, the 
goaltending will settle. 

Does fourth place after the opening quarter mean third place at the 
halfway point? Hey, just make the playoffs. The Oilers can’t have any 
other goal than that. 

Remaining Time -1:02 

Tippett believes Mike Smith will be a huge factor for Oilers going forward 

TOP-SIX FORWARDS GRADE: A- 

In Edmonton, when you talk Top 6 forwards, you’re really talking about 
McDavid and Draisaitl, both of whom saw 10-game points streaks 
snapped as the 15th game concluded. 

As of Thursday, McDavid led the NHL in scoring with 9-18-27, while 
Draisaitl was second with 8-17-25. They have become the game's 
deadliest duo, the best one-two punch at centre in the NHL — and we all 
know that the Oilers have to build a team around them that they are 
deserving of. 

Draisaitl and McDavid finished one-two in scoring last season, and are 
looking to be the first teammates to do that in back-to-back years since 
Wayne Gretzky-Paul Coffey (1983-84) and Gretzky-Jari Kurri (1984-85). 
The last time the same two teammates did it? Phil Esposito and Bobby 
Orr finished one-two in 1973-74, and ’74-75 — some 45 years ago. 

Puljujarvi has been a revelation. He started on the third line but was 
promoted to McDavid’s right side after six games. The 22-year-old who 
was rushed as a rookie has returned a completely different player who 
stops on pucks, plays in straighter lines and is closer to his teammates 
on the ice and available for passes. Puljujarvi is close to being a serious 
weapon for McDavid, and as it stands he’s not hurting anyone on the top 
line. 

Kahun is forging some chemistry with Draisaitl, and less than 70 games 
into his NHL career Yamamoto forechecks like a veteran and furnishes 
his centreman with pucks. He needs to get a bit more selfish as a 
shooter, but that will come. 

The Top 6 here is just fine. It’s the strongest area of the team, actually. 

BOTTOM-SIX FORWARDS GRADE: C- 

Kyle Turris came in as a third-line centre, and he has struggled in the 
new role. His ability to become a more sound defensive player will go a 
long way to dictating if this Bottom 6 grades out. If he fails, they’ll 
struggle. 

Jujhar Khaira continues to give his team two good games and four “meh” 
ones, but he’s on a good run and let’s see if he can find consistency. 
Zack Kassian has been poor this season, and is now injured. Chiasson 
has been all right when in the lineup, but got his first point Tuesday night 
when he assisted on Barrie’s goal. James Neal had a late start and can’t 
find his trademark hands. Without the slick mitts that scored 19 last 
season, he is a guaranteed buy-out this summer. 

Josh Archibald is the one fourth-liner who plays every night, because he 
is effective and adaptable to every role. The rest need to be better. The 
rest of the lineup is only now reaching a place where we can predict who 
is going to play with whom every night. 

“There are just so many guys here right now,” Chiasson said. “I’ll be the 
first to admit, you want to play. This is my ninth year in the league, you 
want to play every night. 

“There has been a lot of moving around, trying guys in different positions. 
Personally, you want to find yourself in the lineup every night, and then 
see what happens.” 

DEFENCE GRADE: C 
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The Oilers are the sixth-worst in the NHL, averaging 3.57 goals against 
per game. That’s not all on the defencemen, but they have to wear much 
of that. 

However, losing their 25-minute man in Klefbom is a crushing blow — 
think Leafs without Morgan Rielly, Habs without Shea Weber. Bear had a 
slow start and was injured. Jones had a slow start, and has fallen out of 
the lineup. 

Darnell Nurse has been a horse, with five goals, 11 points and a plus-8 
rating. You can’t ask for more, and now that Barrie has begun to fit in, the 
Oilers are getting offence from their back end like they haven’t see in 
years, tied atop the NHL with Montreal with 11 goals. 

It’s not an elite group — and they’ve kept their heads above water, 
mostly. 

GOALTENDING GRADE: B 

This is all about Koskinen, who gets credit for surviving an untenable 
situation. He survived being, basically, the only goalie in the first quarter, 
and gave his team a chance to win on most nights. 

A BIG QUESTION FOR THE SECOND QUARTER 

Oh, there are more than just one. 

• Can Ethan Bear find the game that made him a legit second pairing 
defenceman last year? 

• Can Mike Smith — and Koskinen — stay healthy? Because the 
Edmonton goaltending situation absolutely depends on both guys 
playing. There is no viable No. 3. 

• Can Turris stop bleeding goals against at five-on-five, and become the 
3C that Ken Holland signed him to be? 

• Do Puljujarvi and Bouchard continue to ascend? Both could be 
difference makers 25 games from now. 
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Is something up with the NHL’s play-by-play data? 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

What is going on with the NHL’s play-by-play data? 

It’s something I’ve grown increasingly curious about over the past week 
or so, and a game on Wednesday night between the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and Montreal Canadiens offered a corroborating data point. 

An astute observer noticed that the play-by-play data — the foundation 
for all historical counting measures and advanced measurements alike – 
was not matching the run of play. This data is collected for each game by 
individuals (or trackers) in home arenas as part of the NHL’s Real Time 
Scoring System. 

In this particular case, Leafs centre Auston Matthews won a defensive 
zone draw, starting the transition up ice. Toronto defenceman Morgan 
Rielly attempted a shot in the offensive zone, and a full minute later after 
the faceoff was won, Canadiens goalie Carey Price froze the puck. But 
Rielly was never credited with a shot of any kind. Also of note: Montreal 
forward Nick Suzuki’s hit on Leafs defenceman T.J. Brodie was not 
recorded, nor was Suzuki’s earlier turnover. 

Humans, not robots, are tracking the ultra-fast action in real-time. There 
is no expectation of perfection – in fact, the birth of hockey analytics was 

married to the reality of making adjustments to the data sets to improve 
quality. One obvious example? Combating home recording bias. 

But there’s something unique about this season that makes me wonder if 
the issue has manifested in a bigger way. It wouldn’t be the first time that 
an issue was identified in this area. Just last season shot location data 
suddenly (and quietly) changed. When the broader stats community 
identified the issue, the NHL rallied to fix the problem and return shot 
location data to baseline. 

Let’s take a look at the NHL this season compared to the beginning of 
the NHL’s Real Time Scoring System data, this time with a focus on 
offensive shot volume. (I’ve also added giveaway and taking data, 
notoriously less accurate than some of the other data we rely on, but I 
think it illustrates an important point). 

I broke the data sets out by game state because I think there are 
peculiarities in the tracking when it comes to even strength play, though 
I’m not smart enough to figure out why. 

If you look at the data sets, you see strong collinearity with increasing 
offensive production over the years – teams are taking more shots, 
they’re taking those shots from more dangerous areas, and they’re 
scoring more frequently. (It’s a big reason why league save percentages 
are down, year after year). 

This season, teams are still scoring in line with prior years at even 
strength, and quite a bit more on the power play. But take a look at shot 
generation at even strength, which is down five per cent year-over-year 
and at a 12-year low. Consequently, shooting percentage is at a 12-year 
high. 

That alone means little – it’s certainly possible teams have suddenly 
become more selective about where they generate these shots at even 
strength, trading quantity in for heaps of quality. But there are reasons to 
question that data. Among other things: teams appear to be wholly 
abandoning that strategy when it comes to the power play, generating 
shots in line with prior years and scoring goals at a considerably higher 
rate. 

Other measures that have to carry a high level of accuracy, like penalties 
for and against, remain right in line with historical averages. And perhaps 
most notably, secondary measures – like even-strength takeaways – are 
down at such a considerable rate (25 per cent year-over-year) that they 
raise more eyebrows. 

It’s not clear what the root cause of this is, or why there seems to be 
differentiation between even-strength data (which has deviated from 
recent years in competing directions) and power-play data (which is in 
line with recent years). But there has either been a considerable shift in 
offensive strategy around the league, or the work product of the trackers 
has changed.  

In the grand scheme of things, this doesn’t appear a significant issue – 
there is still heaps of data being captured, and our understanding of 
what’s going on at the player and team level through these trackers 
remains strong. 

But it does appear that we are losing data in some capacity. To that end, 
I invite my readers to send over any theory they have. 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 02.12.2021 

1202500 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Which teams have been NHL's biggest surprises a month 
into season? 

 

Mike Brehm 
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The NHL's first month is nearly done, and though COVID-19 
postponements have dominated the news, there has been some good 
action on the ice. 

So what have been the biggest surprises of the early season? USA 
TODAY Sports' hockey experts weigh in.  

New York Rangers: Last season, they ranked fifth in goals per game and 
now they're 25th. It's puzzling because they have lots of talent. Artemi 
Panarin is producing as expected, but Mika Zibanejad has one goal this 
season and one point in his last nine games. Second-year Kaapo Kakko, 
a No. 2 overall pick in 2019, hasn't taken the step forward that 2019 No. 
1 pick Jack Hughes did with the New Jersey Devils this season. No. 1 
overall 2020 pick Alexis Lafreniere has been limited to one goal. The 
team has only three goals from its defense, and the power play ranks 
24th in the league. The Rangers are 1-3-3 in one-goal games. — Mike 
Brehm 

Florida Panthers: It took the 7-1-2 Panthers until their ninth game to lose 
their first game in regulation. What's even more surprising for the Central 
Division's second-place team is that there has been an early split of 
goaltending: their big-money goalie Sergei Bobrovsky, who is 4-0, has an 
.899 save percentage, while backup Chris Driedger, who is 3-1-1, has 
posted a .937 SV%. They rank in the upper-third of the league in Corsi-
for % and expected-goals for percentage at five-on-five play, per 
naturalstattrick.com, so their wins been a mirage. The next week's worth 
of games against the Tampa Bay Lightning and Dallas Stars will be a 
good barometer of just how good this team is. -- Jimmy Hascup 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Can the defending champions really surprise? 
Yes,because I did not think the Bolts would be this good this season. 
Coming off the shortest offseason of any team (with the exception of the 
Dallas Stars) and without the services of the recuperating Nikita 
Kucherov – their leading scorer each of the past five seasons – I 
expected Tampa to start slowly . Instead, the Lightning sit at 9-1-1 and 
atop the Central Division while sporting a league-best plus-22 goal 
differential. A big key to their success? The return of captain Steven 
Stamkos after he missed nearly the entire playoffs due to injury. He leads 
the team with seven goals and is tied with Brayden Point for the team 
points lead with 14. — Jace Evans 
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