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Gold: Getting behind the Captain 

By Adam Gold 

A lot sure is going right for the Carolina Hurricanes these 
days, even as a lot has gone wrong. Headed into the second 
game of this 2-match visit to Dallas, Carolina has suffered 
injuries to starting goaltender Petr Mrazek and top-6 dynamic 
forward Martin Necas as well as Covid issues with Jordan 
Staal, Jaccob Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook, 
Warren Foegele and Jesper Fast. They were shut down for 
10 days, have only played three of their first 11 games on 
home ice and salary cap issues saw them play one game 
with 19 available players. 

Yet somehow, the Canes have gone 8-3-0 over the first 20% 
of the season. So, what has clicked so far for Carolina?  

Jordan Staal. Jordan Staal has clicked. Jordan Staal has 
clicked so hard he’s busted the meter. Staal, in his 15th 
season, has logged a lot of ice miles at age 32. Last year, 
especially in the bubble hockey tournament, it appeared that 
he was in the closing stretch of a really good career. But, 
even through a two week hiatus thanks to Covid protocols, 
he’s been phenomenal. 

He’s tied with Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and 
Sebastian Aho for the team lead with 11 points. He’s played 
more shorthanded than any other forward, leads the team in 
hits and has won an astounding 62% of his faceoffs. Last 
night against the Stars, he had a goal and an assist, logged 
nearly 20 minutes of ice time -- including a team-leading 4:47 
among forwards -- and won 20 of 28 in the face off circle. His 
fancy backhand pass to Aho for the opening goal was 
surpassed in style only by his acrobatic second period score 
that restored Carolina to the lead 30 seconds after Dallas 
had evened the game at 1. 

He’s also an extension of the head coach -- much like 
Carolina’s previous captain, that Justin Williams fella -- and 
fully understands just how much room there is for this team 
to grow to reach its zenith. Ask Staal about last night’s 5-3 
win in Big D and he’ll tell you straight up, “not our best, we 
gave up way too much”, Jordan said after the game. “But we 
found a way to get two points.”  

Trocheck has also been great. Three years ago he posted a 
31-goal, 75-point season for the Panthers. Since, injuries 
and a new coach had him available for a trade and the 
Canes pounced.  This year, Trocheck looks like the 75-point 
version. He’s playing in all situations, winning 56% of his 
draws, doing tremendous work around the front of the net 
and he’s a huge part of why Carolina is among the best in 
the entire NHL at the center position.  

In the pre-season, I wrote about the difference between 
Carolina being good and Carolina being great and my 
number one factor was Trocheck. Elevating his game raises 
the ceiling for the Hurricanes all the way to July. 

As an aside, in two years, Don Waddell has engineered two 
trades that were absolute heists. Extracting Niederreiter from 
Minnesota in exchange for center Victor Rask -- who had 
unfortunately regressed after three promising seasons to 
start his career -- was larcenous. Last February, Waddell 
sent a package of spare parts to the Panthers for Trocheck, 
of which the only one contributing to Florida’s 8-1-2 start is 
forward Eetu Luostarinen. 

Speaking of trades, remember all those stories from 
November about how the Hurricanes were thinking about 
trading Brett Pesce and Martin Necas to Winnipeg for Patrik 
Laine? That was a knee-slapper, wasn’t it? I said then, and 
I’ll say it now, if the Canes ever entered into a deal in which 
the featured players were Pesce and Laine it would NOT be 
Carolina that had to sweeten the deal. 

Pesce > Laine. 

Coming off a significant surgery to repair his shoulder -- an 
injury he suffered in the David Ayers game almost a full year 
ago -- Pesce has been the Canes’ best defenseman so far 
this year. And, to be honest, it’s not really close. Sure, 
Jaccob Slavin has had to deal with Covid issues and the time 
off has definitely taken a toll on his timing and he’s 
admittedly struggled with poor decisions. But, even if Slavin 
were playing well, it’s very possible that Pesce would be 
Carolina’s best the way he’s been going. 

He posted a pair of assists in Thursday's win, raising his total 
to 7 points (1 goal, 6 assists) through 11 games. 

Nino Niederreiter, Brock McGinn and Brady Skjei have all 
been enormous parts of this 16-point start to the season. 
Nino and Brock have combined for 11 goals in the first 11 
games. The duo totalled 18 in 68 games a year ago. McGinn 
has played mostly on one of the Canes top two lines, so that 
accounts for some of his production. But, hell if he hasn’t 
earned that time with the quality of his play. Then add the 
blocked shots, the work on the penalty kill and the reliability 
he brings to the ice every night. 

Nino scored Carolina’s first goal of the season in Detroit and 
he’s had two of their biggest since. His rocket with just under 
3 minutes remaining in Carolina’s game against the Stars 
two weeks ago forced overtime allowing the Canes to win in 
a shootout. Then, Thursday, four minutes into the 3rd period 
he took a brilliant feed from Dougie Hamilton and undressed 
Anton Khudobin giving the Hurricanes the lead for good. 

As for Skjei, he’s quietly been Carolina’s second best on the 
blue line. Are there still too many turnovers? Yeah, and 
hopefully those will get ironed out over time.  But, he’s been 
so good in his own end of the ice and he’s not afraid to throw 
his 6’3”, 210 lb body around.  His play with Hamilton when 
Slavin was in protocol was stellar.  
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At the risk of overlooking Aho and Svechnikov, who have 
both been very good, even if they’ve not yet put it all 
together. Aho failed to connect on a bunch of early season 
chances while Svech has spent too much time in the penalty 
box, however both have been excellent in many other ways. 
They’ll always be judged against what they can be and 
neither has been that on a nightly basis -- yet. It’s coming, 
though, and when it does, the Canes will have a chance to 
get to the next level as a team.  One that’s right in the mix 
with anyone else in the league. 

As for what needs to improve… 

Well, there’s Slavin, who has not yet been the caliber of 
player he has in the past. Certainly not terrible, by any 
means. But, players like him are held to a different 
standard.  Hamilton has one goal, that Eephus Pitch marker 
in the win at Columbus. But, he too, has yet to recapture 
what made him a Norris Trophy candidate a year ago. Teuvo 
Teravainen hasn’t registered a point in 7 straight games and 
was his least effective last night. 

For all of the angst about James Reimer in his last two starts 
-- and he probably allowed 4 goals he’d like to have back -- 
when the 3rd period rolled around and the game hung in the 
balance, he was pretty doggone good. For the year, he’s 6-1 
with a .889 SV%/3.11 GAA. The back half of those statistics 
isn’t pretty, but 6 wins in 7 games is. In his last 25 
appearances James is 18-3-2.  I don’t care much what the 
secondary numbers say if you’re posting a whole lot of W’s. 

Going for two... 

Tonight will be the 4th time this year that the Hurricanes 
have a chance to sweep a road series. They failed to do so 
in Detroit, Chicago and Columbus, though their best effort 
came against the Blue Jackets. It’s hard to do that on the 
road.  And the Stars, who are winless in their last four and, 1-
3-3 in their last 7 games, will certainly be an angry team at 
American Airlines Center.  My advice is not to turn your back 
on Dallas captain Jamie Benn. 

Czeching in… 

Carolina is hoping to get Martin Necas back in the line up 
after missing the last three games after having his head hit 
the ice late in a game in Chicago. Necas had a goal and five 
points in 8 games and was really showing the whole package 
in all zones at the time of the injury. If he does draw back in 
the expectation is that Jordan Martinook will drop back and 
center the 4th line with Morgan Geekie jumping back into a 
taxi. 

As for Petr Mrazek, he’s returned to practice after 
undergoing right thumb surgery last week. It appears that he 
might be able to return in a week or so, which would be 
absolutely remarkable. 

Game time is 8:00 at American Airlines Center in Dallas. Air 
time on 99.9 the Fan starts with Storm Watch starring Alec 
Campbell at 7:30. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy have the 
call of the action. Following the game, Alec will have the 
Aftermath and don’t forget to subscribe to the Aluminum 
Company of North Carolina Canes Corner podcast which 
drops the morning after every Hurricanes game.

 

 

The Curious Case of the Second Game on the Road 

All three Canes losses have come in the second game of a 
two-game set on the road 

By Michael Smith 

DALLAS - Through the first month of the 2020-21 regular 
season, a curious trend has developed in the NHL's Central 
Division. 

In the second game of two-game sets, the visiting team has 
a paltry record of 3-15-5. Before Tampa Bay won in Nashville 
and Chicago won in Dallas on Feb. 9, that record was just 1-
14-5. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are 8-3-0, and all three of their 
losses have come in the second game of two-game sets on 
the road. 

It's not as if the Canes haven't had a chance to win any of 
those games, either. With a bounce here or a more cohesive 
team game there, they could have easily flipped the script in 
Detroit, Chicago or Columbus. 

"The second games haven't been our best games," 
Sebastian Aho said. "I feel like all three of those have been 
not the best of us, so we have to get our game going right 
away." 

So, what is the reason for the trend? Why have the Canes 
been unable to sweep a two-game set on the road? Why has 
the Central Division, as a whole, struggled with it? 

One factor could be the restrictions on the road, which limit 
players to their hotel rooms and the rink, more or less. There 
is much less socializing - save for masked, distanced 
gatherings inside the players' lounge or meals at assigned, 
distanced seats in the meal room - and activities are limited, 
especially compared to seasons past. 

The Canes were scheduled to practice on Jan. 15 in Detroit, 
but after Jordan Staal was added to the COVID-19 Protocol 
list, those plans changed, and the team isolated at the hotel. 
The Canes then held a morning skate on Saturday and 
dropped a 4-2 decision that night, a game in which they were 
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admittedly slow to establish their game for the first two 
periods. 

"Sitting around the hotel is kind of tough on your legs when 
you're just laying in your room the whole day," Vincent 
Trocheck said. 

The Canes practiced in Chicago in between games and 
opted out of the morning skate before the second game, 
which ended 6-4 in favor of the Blackhawks. With a back-to-
back in Columbus, the Canes didn't hold a morning skate on 
the day of the second game, but they didn't have much time 
to lounge around the hotel, either - but that didn't make a 
difference in a 3-2 loss. 

With a day in between games in Dallas, the Canes ventured 
out to practice on Friday. If nothing else, it's a rare 
opportunity to escape the hotel and do something. 

"We're going and skating on these days we have in between 
games, and I think that helps," Trocheck said. 

Another factor could be that the home team, especially if 
they lost the first game, comes out with a stronger push in 
the second. The Canes saw that in Detroit, a game in which 
the Red Wings put forth their best for 60 minutes. The Canes 
saw that in Chicago when the Blackhawks scored three 
power-play goals in the first period alone. The Canes saw 
that in Columbus when the Blue Jackets scored first and 
never trailed. What will the Canes see from the Stars on 
Saturday? 

"The team who loses the first game, they have a little extra 
and want to beat us. We have to be ready for that tomorrow," 
Aho said. "They'll make a big push, and I'm sure we'll be 
ready." 

Another factor could be a mental roadblock of the visiting 
team playing with house money, so to speak, after winning 
the first game, content with a split in the two-game set. 

It could also just be a statistical anomaly early in the season 
that won't be as noteworthy come late April, though it's 
certainly peculiar right now. 

The answer is likely a murky concoction of all of the above, a 
mix of contributing factors with a unique schedule in a unique 
season to which players and teams are still adjusting. 

Perhaps the Canes can begin to reverse the trend in Dallas 
on Saturday, as they round out a stretch of six straight 
games on the road. If they can sweep the series, which 
would be their second against the Stars this season, they'll 
move to 9-3-0 on the season and improve their points 
percentage to .783. 

"We can't sit on cruise control just because we won the first 
one. We can't expect or hope to win another game. You 
know they're going to come out even harder with a better 
effort," Jordan Staal said. "I feel like we've let too many … on 
the road slip away from us. We've got to be even better next 
game and find ways to win both of the games and get the 
four points. That's how you move up in the standings."

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Stars 
Canes aim to stay perfect against Dallas 

By Michael Smith 

DALLAS - The Carolina Hurricanes will try for their second 
two-game sweep of the Dallas Stars this season when the 
two teams face off again on Saturday night. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (8-3-0, 16 points) at Dallas Stars (5-3-3, 
13 points) 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 8 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Thursday Night 

The Canes scored their third win in as many games against 
the Stars on Thursday in a 5-3 final. Jordan Staal (1g, 1a), 

Sebastian Aho (1g, 1a), Vincent Trocheck (2a) and Brett 
Pesce (2a) all recorded multi-point nights. Nino Niederreiter 
tallied the game-winning goal, and James Reimer made 34 
saves on 37 shots in his sixth win of the season. 

"Great teams find ways to win, even if you don't have your 
best," Pesce said. "I'm glad we're pulling two points out of 
these games, and it's more encouraging that we have that 
much better and that much more to give. When we put it all 
together, we're a serious threat." 

Numbers to Know 

88: Martin Necas is "hopeful" to return to the Canes' lineup 
on Saturday, according to head coach Rod Brind'Amour. 
Necas was a full participant in practice on Friday. 

300: Staal's goal in the second period on Thursday marked 
his 300th career point with the Canes. He is the 17th player 
in franchise history to reach that milestone. 

0-3-0: The Canes are still aiming for their first win in the 
second game of a two-game set on the road this season.
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About last night: ‘A gritty win’ 

Some timely goals and saves helped the Canes secure two 
points on a night when they weren’t at their best.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Different variations of the phrase: “Good teams find a way to 
win” were used multiple times in the Hurricanes’ post game 
media availability following a 5-3 win over the Stars in Dallas 
Thursday night.  

It’s an explanation that applies, as some timely goals from 
players enjoying strong starts to the season helped the 
Canes battle through an uneven effort, including a horrific 
second period, and come away with two points.  

“It wasn’t pretty,” said Rod Brind’Amour “I thought we came 
out really well, and the penalties just sucked the game right 
away from us. And then we kind of battled back and 
capitalized, really, was what I thought happened. We made 
some nice, high-end plays to get some goals and then kind 
of just buckled down. It was a gritty win.” 

The Canes saw big goals from Jordan Staal, Brock McGinn, 
Nino Niederreiter and others, and a strong finish in net from 
James Reimer, help them secure the two points.  

Let’s break down some key takeaways from the win:  

Jordan Staal, offensive dynamo 

When the Hurricanes acquired Vincent Trocheck (who’s also 
off to an excellent start to this season) at last year’s trade 
deadline, the thought was that adding a legitimate second-
line center would allow Jordan Staal to slot in as the No. 3 
center and just “do his thing” in terms of playing stout 
defensive hockey, winning faceoffs and killing penalties.  

Turns out, so far this season, “doing his thing” has also 
involved Staal playing some of his best offensive hockey as 
a Hurricane, and blossoming into a force to be reckoned with 
past the attacking blue line.  

Through nine games played, Staal has three goals, eight 
assists and 11 points, the latter two of which are tied for the 
team lead. Several of his assists have been of the highlight-
reel variety, too, including this behind-the-back pass to 
Sebastian Aho to open the scoring Thursday night:  

Staal also scored a big goal Thursday, giving the Hurricanes 
the lead back shortly after Dallas tied it on a play where he 
was falling away from the net.  

So, what’s changed for Staal to give him this kind of 
production this season? Not much, according to 
Brind’Amour, who says Staal has always been able to make 
these kinds of plays, but the Hurricanes are cashing in on 
them as he gains confidence. For Staal, it’s also a product of 
some improved luck and talented linemates. 

“I’ve been getting some good bounces,” Staal said. “I felt 
good coming into the season. I thought I had a strong 
offseason. It’s nice to pop a few in early and get the 
confidence going, much like a few guys on our team; 
[Niederreiter] and [McGinn]. I’m just feeling confident and 
playing well. I’m just trying to ride it the best I can. And 
obviously playing with some talented players. [Andrei 
Svechnikov] made a great pass tonight. I’m getting the 
opportunity to play with some special players that create a lot 
of offense. I’m glad I’m checking out on it a little bit.” 

Staal has also continued to chip in where he normally does, 
with three hits and wins on 71% of his faceoffs Thursday 
night (he’s fourth in the NHL in faceoff win percentage. If he 
keeps up his offensive production too, the Canes will sport a 
lethal 1-2-3 punch down the middle with Aho, Trocheck and 
Staal.  

An abysmal second period 

The Canes and Stars both scored twice in the middle frame, 
but it really was an overall terrible period for Carolina.  

A big part of that was the penalties Brind’Amour mentioned. 
The Canes went to the sin bin twice in the second period. 
The larger issue was they were back-to-back penalties, with 
a comical attempt at a line change while Carolina was 
already shorthanded resulting in a too-many-men-on-the-ice 
penalty, giving Dallas a 5-on-3 that allowed them to take a 3-
2 lead.  

Really, though, things started to go awry before that. 
Following Staal’s goal, it appeared Roope Hintz had tied the 
game for Dallas, but a video review showed the play was 
clearly offsides. Hintz tied it up anyway right after that, 
walking through the Canes’ defenders in the process.  

Dallas outshot Carolina 18-10 in a period that could have 
been even worse had the Stars scored on the other half of 
the two penalties, or Brady Skjei not made a key breakup on 
a two-on-one.  

“We were flirting with disaster, and that’s not how we want to 
play,” Staal said. “We knew that. It’s never going to be 
perfect every night. Good teams find ways to win. We did 
grind a bit. We found ways to create some offense. And like I 
said, some timely goals. We found a way to get two points. It 
wasn’t pretty. We could be better in a lot of situations, take 
less penalties and all of those things. But, we’re happy with a 
win.” 

A timely goal extends a streak 

Despite their sloppy performance in the second, the Canes 
still headed to the intermission tied, thanks to a goal in the 
final minute from Brock McGinn, as a good forechecking shift 
for the Canes allowed McGinn to cash in on the rebound of a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 13, 2021 

 

Brett Pesce point shot, a goal Niederreiter (who scored the 
game winner) called the most important of the night.  

McGinn has had a knack for scoring big goals this season, 
as he has goals in four straight games and five on the 
season, all five of which have either tied a game or given the 
Hurricanes the lead.  

Give me fuel, give me fire 

Niederreiter might have called McGinn’s goal the biggest of 
the game. But he scored a pretty big one himself early in the 
third, taking a perfect stretch pass from Dougie Hamilton and 
undressing Anton Khudobin for a tally that put the Canes up 
4-3 and stood up as the game winner.  

Coming into the season, the team knew it would need a 
bounce back from either Niederreiter or Ryan Dzingel to 
created a fully-balanced top six. Niederreiter has obliged, 
with six goals in 11 games, tied for the team lead. Two of 
those have been game winners.  

Niederreiter looks more comfortable and confident than he 
did at any point last season, and is off to a much better start 
because of it.  

“Scoring early this season, I think, has helped make him feel 
good about his game,” Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to give 
his linemates credit. They’ve actually really helped him too. It 
was probably an off year last year for him. If we want to be 
successful, he needs to be Nino that can score goals. That’s 
what he’s doing right now.” 

Reimer finishes the job 

James Reimer was a bit shaky in the first two periods, 
struggling with his rebound control and giving up a couple 
(including the one ultimately disallowed), he might want 
back. To his credit, Reimer battled through, finishing the 
game with 34 saves on 37 Stars shots, and turning aside all 
10 he faced in a third period in which the Canes were either 
tied or protecting the lead.  

“[Reimer] just played well,” Staal said. “He made some big, 
big saves and kept us in that game. We found a way to get 
two points.”

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Aho, Trocheck talk after practice 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour, as well as Sebastian Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck, spoke to the media via Zoom after their 
practice in Dallas, Friday afternoon. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes practiced in Dallas, Friday 
afternoon, after their 5-3 victory over the Dallas Stars, before 
the rematch Saturday night. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour as well as Sebastian Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck spoke to the media via Zoom after 
practice. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Jordan Staal being in the Selke conversation: Definitely. 
It should go to a guy that puts up points, because it’s for a 
two-way player. You got to do both. He’s always had the 
opportunities, I just think now they’re cashing in, but I don’t 
think he’s really changed anything about his game. But he 
definitely needs to be in that conversation.  

On the NHL’s new COVID-19 protocols: We’ve just got to 
figure it out. Normally, for meetings, you would have some 
sort of gathering and spread out guys, but now we just have 
to figure out a different way to do it. The locker rooms, when 
we get home, we have to revamp that whole thing. It’s just 
ongoing, but it’s not unexpected. We knew there was going 
to be curveballs every day and that’s kind of how it goes. 

On the lead time for rapid testing to know player availability: 
Well, that’s a good question. I don’t know. No idea. It just 
goes day to day. I get told, go here for a test, go there for a 
test and go to the rink and try to do your job. That’s basically 
how it goes. Then you get up the next day and hope you get 
good news and you keep going. That’s how we’re doing it. 

On Vincent Trocheck helping take the pressure off the other 
centers: When those three are playing well, it takes stress off 
of each other. When one is struggling or one is not doing as 
good in certain areas, then the others can pick the slack up. 
But it’s definitely a bonus when you can have those guys 
going down the middle, because you don’t have to worry as 
much about matchups. There’s just a whole bunch of things 
that when they’re going well it sets us up to be a really good 
team. 

On expectations for Petr Mrazek’s return being tempered: 
He’s got the injury to his hand, so it doesn’t affect his skating 
or getting out there and moving. That’s an injury that’s going 
to take some time for him to be able to do what he does at 
100%. We’re trying to just do all we can with the limitations 
that he’s been given. 

On the team’s ability to comeback from lulls: We have good 
players, number one. Good, veteran players that get it and 
that you can rely on to get the train back on the tracks. The 
group also understands how we have to play. It’s not easy, 
so when it gets a little sideways it can look the way it did. I 
think we’re able to get right back on track and put a game 
together though. It’s just understanding of what’s expected 
from the group and how we have to play. That’s what you 
see when we bounce back. 

On Martin Necas’ status: Tomorrow we’ll find out. He had a 
good practice today, but there’s still a little hurdle he has to 
clear, but we’re hopeful. 

Sebastian Aho 

On the center depth: All four of us have been pretty solid this 
year. It’s great to see [Staal] and [Trocheck] taking big 
minutes, killing penalties and being good on the power play. 
It’s always nice to see those guys going. 
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On dropping the second game in the road series: Those 
second games haven’t been our best games. I felt like all 
three of those [losses] haven’t seen our best. We just have to 
get our game going right away. The team that loses the first 
game has a little extra motivation to win, so we have to be 
ready for that tomorrow. They’ll have a big push, but I’m sure 
we’ll be ready. 

On Foegele taking his goal with the empty-netter: I don’t 
even know. I didn’t see it, but I’ll take the apple. We had a 
good win, and it was a nice goal by him. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On dropping the second game in the road series: The road 
has been a little bit different now then it was. You can’t really 
leave the hotel and you’re kind of locked in your room. 
Earlier in the season, we had a couple of days off between 
the games and, sitting in the hotel, it’s tough on your legs 
when you’re just laying around for the whole day. I feel like 
that played into [those losses], not that we can use that as an 
excuse. But now we’re going and skating on the days 
between games and I think that helps. 

On the center depth: Depth is what wins championships. 
Right now, the way that we’re going and getting contributions 
from all four lines, it’s definitely a big factor in the way we’re 
winning games. Down the middle is extremely important. 
[Brind’Amour] has preached that. In order to have 
possession of the puck, you have to win faceoffs, so we put 
a big emphasis on them and we’ve been doing a good job of 
winning them. Obviously, [Staal’s] a phenomenal centerman 
at taking draws. Whenever we can have him out there on 
draws, or whenever me or [Aho] or whoever is centering the 
fourth line can win draws, it plays a big role. 

On the key to his success: Health. Being healthy for the first 
time in a while. Being 100% healthy definitely played a big 
role in that I think. Being comfortable on this team now too. 

Having that little offseason to regroup and know the system, 
know the guys, and be a little bit more comfortable has 
helped too. 

On the long-road trip: We’ve been lucky enough to have 
periods of time where we’ve been able to go home on these 
road trips, which is nice to break it up, but it’s been awhile 
since we’ve played at home. It’ll be nice to get back. 

On Jordan Staal: He’s underrated. He’s so steady. You 
notice when he isn’t there. We played that one game where 
he was on the protocol list and you really noticed how big of 
an impact he has on the game whenever you don’t have him 
in your lineup. He’s such a pivotal player. Plays in all 
different situations. 5-on-5, power play, penalty kill, 4-on-4. 
To have him out of your lineup definitely hurts. He’s a great 
faceoff guy, takes the majority of the draws in the defensive 
zone and obviously he’s been going in the offensive zone too 
this year, so he’s been all around phenomenal.  

On playing against him: I didn’t like [playing against] many 
guys. I’m not a guy that makes too many friends out there, 
but I wasn’t too big a fan of playing against [Staal]. 

On his passion for music and his mixes: My dad was a 
musician and got me into music when I was at a young age 
and it just became something that I use in all facets of life. If 
I’m trying to get ready for a game, it’s something that plays a 
big role in that. During quarantine, I was bored so I figured I’d 
put something together and I’ve just been running with it. 

On his music upbringing: My dad played alto saxophone and 
went to the University of Miami on a partial scholarship for it 
and partially on baseball. We had a baby grand piano in the 
house growing up so he taught me on that. I actually have 
the piano now at my house. That’s my favorite instrument to 
play. But he played pretty much everything. Piano, 
saxophone, clarinet. He was pretty talented.

 
 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-getting-behind-the-captain/19524675/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/the-curious-case-of-the-second-game-on-the-road/c-321347670 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-dallas-stars/c-321350476 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/12/22279653/carolina-hurricanes-dallas-stars-brock-mcginn-jordan-staal-james-reimer-nino-niederreiter 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/12/22280736/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-trocheck-talk-after-practice 
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1202531 Dallas Stars 

 

Tyler Seguin reflects on his experience in the NHL bubble, says he has 
‘no regrets’ about the Stars’ Stanley Cup run 

 

By SportsDay Staff 7:48 PM on Feb 12, 2021 CST 

 

Dallas Stars forward Tyler Seguin recently joined Hangzone on 
Sportsradio 96.7 FM/1310 The Ticket [KTCK-AM] to discuss the team’s 
season and reflect on the NHL bubble. Here are some highlights, edited 
for clarity: 

Was there ever a point during the Stanley Cup run that you thought you 
needed to miss a game? 

Tyler Seguin: “I knew during the run that I wouldn’t be playing [if it was] 
the regular season, or I’d at least be taking off a week here or a week 
there. But before the games started to mean something when we were in 
the exhibition games, or the first exhibition game you saw me miss. 

“Then during the round-robin games, I missed [one game] again just 
because I knew I needed it and I wanted to try to be able to play in the 
playoff games. I think at that time you kind of know your goal is to go all 
the way, but I was just trying to do everything I could focusing on that one 
next game to just get through that next game. Sure enough, it was 25 
games later and we were so close, but I don’t have any regrets of 
playing, obviously.” 

Did you know you needed surgery? 

Seguin: “No I didn’t know I needed surgery. I knew I needed something 
done with my knee and I knew I needed something done with my hip. But 
when the hip stuff happened, I didn’t want to know too much detail. I 
didn’t want to go do the MRIs and X-rays. I already knew something was 
wrong and I had been dealing with my knee and my quad and that I 
should have figured out when we were done. And sure enough, it was 
20-something games later. I went back home and did the MRIs and X-
rays and got told that I tore my labrum and had to do major hip surgery. 
So that was that.” 

How painful was it playing through the injury and did you ever get 
cortisone shots to help manage the pain? 

Seguin: “Yep, that happened quite often. I don’t want to say every day, 
but every few days. Every game was just a process of making it into that 
starting lineup. Then the next part of it was making sure I was playing 
and not hurting my teammates and that I could help the team. That was 
what I thought in my head. 

“That’s why I said I had no regrets. I laid it all out there and every guy in 
that locker room did. I don’t think anyone looks back and says that there 
wasn’t a guy in our organization that didn’t make sacrifices to be there 
and to get that far. We got a lot of experience and I’m really looking 
forward to this year’s playoffs.” 

Did you watch Jeff Totes’ documentary once the dust had settled? 

Seguin: “Yeah I did. I didn’t really watch any highlights from the games, 
especially the last one. I still haven’t to this day watched the last game on 
tape. I did sit down and watch the documentary. ... Watching it, I did feel 
like I was going through the motions again. It was tough to watch. ... But 
it was well done. Definitely a memorable time.” 

What were your takeaways from the bubble experience? 

Seguin: “For starters, I wouldn’t want to go back. I don’t know if anyone 
would want to go back into a bubble. It was tough. It was a mental grind 
for everybody. That’s not an excuse for any of us or myself or anyone. 
We all went through it and every team went through it together. ... We’re 
players and we get paid to do what we love, but there were a lot of 
sacrifices that guys made. Guys have kids and families that couldn’t be 
there, and that goes for the coaching staffs, too. It made being in the 
Finals that much more special ... but when I see people with the notion 
that it wasn’t a true Stanley Cup or that it was an easier Cup to win... I 
would still say it was probably the hardest. You got to congratulate 
Tampa Bay for what they did. I’m still a firm believer that our time’s going 
to come, but all I can do right now is watch the boys on TV.” 
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Blue Jackets relieved after outscoring Blackhawks in a thriller 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO — Their faces said it all. 

After the Blue Jackets secured a 6-5 victory against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Thursday night at United Center, there was more relief 
than joy during a postgame embrace between defenseman Seth Jones 
and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo. 

Korpisalo was saddled with all five of the Blackhawks’ goals on a night 
when his defense largely abandoned him, and Jones in particular night 
had a challenge defensively. It marked the second time this week when 
the Blue Jackets played a game with 11 combined goals in regulation, so 
their relief was warranted.  

It was also granted by Cam Atkinson’s four points on a goal and three 
assists, two more goals for Jack Roslovic and a goal and an assist from 
Kevin Stenlund, including the winning goal with 1:14 remaining. 

“This is an avenue that we’re going to have to find more often, is to 
outscore a team,” coach John Tortorella said. “We haven’t done (it) that 
often, so this is a road we haven’t been down too often.” 

Here are some takeaways:  

Showtime  

Atkinson and Patrick Kane got into a scoring contest after Atkinson’s goal 
with 7:50 left in the first put Columbus up 1-0.  

Kane rattled off three points on a goal and two assists, helping the 
Blackhawks build leads of 3-1, 4-2 and 5-4, and Atkinson added three 
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primary assists. After his fourth career four-point game, Atkinson now 
has four goals and six assists in the first 15 games of the season. 

Getting the better of Kane in a high-scoring game is not something he 
takes lightly. 

“He’s one of the most dangerous players, especially when he’s feeling it,” 
said Atkinson, who was Kane’s teammate on a U.S. team that won 
bronze at the 2018 men’s world championship. “Everyone seems to keep 
their eyes on him when he has the puck and that’s when he makes those 
plays and seam passes. Luckily we came out on the winning end.” 

Atkinson’s goal was his second short-handed goal in as many games, 
third of the season and 15th of his career, pushing him past Rick Nash 
for the most “shorties” in franchise history. 

Pair of Jacks  

Roslovic’s goals were both scored at key times. The first capped a power 
play late in the second period, cutting the Blackhawks’ lead to 3-2, while 
the second tied the score at 4-4 at 7:59 of the third. He kept the game 
within reach for the Jackets, who have benefited from Roslovic’s speed 
and skill ever since he and Patrik Laine were acquired in Jan. 23 trade 
that sent Pierre-Luc Dubois to Winnipeg.  

Centering a line with Laine and Atkinson, Roslovic has four goals and 
five assists in eight games. 

“He has a lot to learn away from the puck, but he has shown a 
tremendous swagger with the puck,” Tortorella said. “I didn’t realize how 
good of a skater he was. I think that gives him a lot more opportunity to 
keep the puck and bring people to him to open up plays for his wingers.” 

Power up  

The Blue Jackets’ first power-play opportunity looked like many they’ve 
had this season. They didn’t produce a single shot, turned the puck over 
multiple times and forced Korpisalo to make a great save against 
Matthew Highmore with 9:19 left in the first period to prevent a short-
handed goal.   

The Jackets’ next two power plays were much better, resulting in goals 
for Roslovic and Jenner that gave Columbus a 2-for-3 performance on 
the man-advantage. Roslovic fired in a one-timer from his “bumper” 
position, and Jenner pulled the Blue Jackets within 4-3 in the third by 
stuffing home Atkinson’s rebound. 

The Jackets improved to 7 for 41 (17.1%) on the power play overall, 
climbing six spots to 19th in the league. 

'Man bun' battle 

Each team has a player with a Samurai hairstyle. Chicago defenseman 
Nikita Zadorov and the Jackets’ Stenlund tie their locks into a "man bun," 
but who wore it best? 

Zadorov finished with an assist and plus-1 rating in 15:53, but Stenlund 
took round one with two points and the winning goal, which he scored 
while Zadorov swiped at the puck. Zadorov also played a role in 
Roslovic’s first goal, giving the Blue Jackets a power play late in the 
second by smashing Stenlund into the boards from behind.  

Peeke performance  

Andrew Peeke played for the first time in 11 months. The 22-year-old 
defenseman replaced Dean Kukan, who was a healthy scratch, and 
finished with an assist on defense partner Michael Del Zotto’s tying goal 
with 2:41 left. Peeke hadn't played since March 8 of last season. 

“Obviously I wanted to play, but now my opportunity’s here,” Peeke said. 
“I just have to make the most of it and help this team win.” 
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Kevin Stenlund eager to prove he can handle increased role at center for 
the Blue Jackets 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO — After Mikko Koivu’s unexpected retirement on Monday, the 
Blue Jackets suddenly found themselves with two things that lined up 
nicely on paper — an opportunity at center and an intriguing young 
player in Kevin Stenlund waiting in the wings. 

“Stens deserves a chance,” said coach John Tortorella, who is giving 
Stenlund a chance to center the Jackets' second line. “Every time I’ve put 
him in the lineup, he’s played well. So he’s going to be in there.” 

It's a good thing Stenlund played Thursday in Chicago, because his goal 
with 1:14 left in the third period lifted the Blue Jackets to a thrilling 6-5 
victory against the Chicago Blackhawks at United Center. 

Stenlund, 24, added an assist on a power-play goal by Boone Jenner, 
but needed those two points to counteract defensive miscues that led to 
him being on the ice for three Blackhawks goals.  

It's going to be a learning process, like it is with all young centers, but 
Stenlund is an interesting prospect for a few reasons. He has good size 
at 6 feet 4, 209 pounds, but he’s the opposite of a bruising forward. He’s 
a skill player, a bit of a visionary with good hands and a rocket of a shot. 

Stenlund is reminiscent of former NHL forward Thomas Vanek, a point 
producer who was built similarly and spent a brief but successful stint 
with the Blue Jackets in 2019.  

Vanek played on the wing in a 14-year NHL career, a spot where 
Stenlund skated in his first 39 NHL games. But he has played center 
most of his career and that’s where the Jackets’ biggest need is right 
now. 

As reports surface that general manager Jarmo Kekalainen is searching 
for a top-six center via the trade market, might Stenlund play his way into 
that role? 

Tortorella used Stenlund to center a top-six line Thursday that included 
Max Domi and Oliver Bjorkstrand, so there’s a possibility. Stenlund also 
occupies a spot on the left side of the second power-play unit, where he 
scored a goal from during last summer’s NHL postseason with a booming 
shot. 

His immediate goal, however, is to prove he’s worthy as a top-six NHL 
center. 

“If I’m that right now, I don’t know,” said Stenlund, a second-round pick 
(No. 58) in 2016. “I’ll have to prove that, but I hope so. I got some time 
last year. I think I proved a lot then … and I still have to prove more.” 

If he can, it would be a huge help for the Blue Jackets, who traded former 
No. 1 center Pierre-Luc Dubois to Winnipeg last month for forwards 
Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic.   

“(He’s) kind of sat in the weeds, pushed hard and has improved the past 
couple years as we’ve gone along here,” Tortorella said of Stenlund. “I 
just think he’s improved in all facets of his game and he’s going to get an 
opportunity. 

“That center-ice position, through all the things that have gone on here 
the past couple months, has opened up. So he gets an opportunity. I 
hope he seizes it.” 

Peeke gets his shot 

It took eight months and a recent slump by Dean Kukan, but defenseman 
Andrew Peeke was slated to get back in the Blue Jackets’ lineup against 
the Blackhawks.  
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Peeke hadn’t played in an NHL game since March 8 of last season, when 
he logged more than 15 minutes in the Jackets’ 2-1 defeat of the 
Vancouver Canucks at Rogers Arena. That turned out to be Columbus' 
final regular-season game because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I don’t think you forget the game-day routine, but it’s been a while since I 
played a game,” said Peeke, 22, who’s still an NHL rookie after playing 
22 games last season. “The biggest thing for me is I’m really excited. I 
think the nerves were (more) last year, when I was playing my first game. 
Now it’s just exciting getting back in the lineup and being able to play.” 

Peeke skated with veteran Michael Del Zotto on the third defense pairing. 
He replaced Kukan, who was benched in the Jackets’ 3-2 victory Monday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes and was scratched for the first time this 
season. 

Based on practice Wednesday in Columbus, the top two pairings were 
expected to look different, as well. Vladislav Gavrikov skated on the top 
pairing with Seth Jones, while Scott Harrington moved up to the second 
pairing, with David Savard. 

Elvis returns, Werenski travels 

The Blue Jackets received good news times two on the injury front. 

Goaltender Elvis Merzlikins was activated from injured reserve Thursday, 
after an upper-body injury caused him to miss three games, and 
defenseman Zach Werenski (lower body) also made the trip to Chicago 
for the two-game series. 

Merzlikins backed up Joonas Korpisalo on Thursday at United Center, 
while Werenski — who’s still on IR — missed his third straight game with 
an injury that occurred Feb. 4 against Dallas and was expected to 
sideline him up to two weeks. 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 02.13.2021 

1202527 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Kevin Stenlund's late goal gives the Blue Jackets a victory on a wild night 
in Chicago 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

CHICAGO – Was it ugly or was it beautiful?  

Opinions will vary, but the Blue Jackets aren't going to complain after a 6-
5 victory against the Chicago Blackhawks on Thursday night at United 
Center – a thriller decided by Kevin Stenlund’s winning goal with 1:14 left 
to play.  

“You don’t really ever want to let in five goals, but if you let in five … 
you’ve got to score six, I guess,” said center Jack Roslovic, who scored 
huge goals in the second and third periods. “It’s good for the confidence 
of our group. Maybe we can just realize that it’s not going to be our 
identity (to play high-scoring games), but we can do it now.”  

It certainly wasn’t easy. 

The Blue Jackets (7-5-3) won this game despite multiple defensive 
breakdowns, losing a 1-0 lead, trailing by two goals twice, allowing three 
goals by rookies, falling behind 5-4 on Alex DeBrincat’s goal with 6:55 left 
and watching Patrick Kane rack up three points on a goal and two 
assists.  

It was that kind of night.   

Fortunately for the Blue Jackets, it was a scramble for the Blackhawks 
(6-5-4) too. They were unable to protect their leads thanks to ill-advised 
penalties that led to Columbus power-play goals, some tough-luck 

bounces and the Blue Jackets continuing to push despite being knocked 
back several times.  

The final three goals of the game were a great example, as the Jackets 
responded to DeBrincat’s tally at 13:05 of the third with goals by Michael 
Del Zotto to tie it 5-5 with 2:41 left and Stenlund’s winner 1:27 later.  

Fending off a stick check by Chicago defenseman Nikita Zadorov, 
Stenlund fired a shot from the lower right wing that beat Blackhawks 
goalie Kevin Lankinen between the pads for his second goal and fifth 
point of the season – in just four games.  

“It was bobbling a little bit, but I was just trying to get it on the far side of 
the goalie,” said Stenlund, who created the opportunity after receiving a 
pass from Oliver Bjorkstrand in the neutral zone. “Luckily it went in.”  

It capped a rollercoaster night of scoring.  

Kane and DeBrincat each had a goal and two assists to lead the 
Blackhawks, who also got goals from rookies Ian Mitchell, Nicolas 
Beaudin and Pius Suter. Stenlund and Del Zotto each had a goal and 
assist for the Blue Jackets, who also got Roslovic’s two goals and four 
points from Cam Atkinson – who led all scorers with a goal and three 
assists.  

“We made some plays,” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. “Some 
guys made some plays and you could just see some confidence grow. 
We still had some breakdowns. We still gave up some chances, but I just 
like the way we made some plays.”  

Atkinson made the first big one to give Columbus an early 1-0 lead late in 
the first. After creating a turnover during a Blackhawks power play, he 
scored short-handed for the second time in as many games and third 
time this season to pass Rick Nash for the most short-handed goals (15) 
in franchise history.  

That goal put the Blue Jackets on top first for the 11th time in their first 15 
games, rewarding goalie Joonas Korpisalo for several big stops to keep it 
0-0, but things heated up quickly in the second.  

The Blackhawks scored three straight goals in the next period, including 
the first two within 1:17, and built a 3-1 lead on tallies by Mitchell, 
Beaudin and Suter.   

Mitchell scored 21 seconds into the period to tie it 1-1, tapping home a 
feed from David Kampf that Seth Jones couldn’t stop, and Beaudin made 
it 2-1 less than a minute later. Both goals were NHL firsts for the rookie 
defensemen and each was aided by blown defensive coverages. 

It happened a third time in the period, too, when Suter took a feed from 
Kane and made it 3-1 with 6:30 left. 

The Jackets were headed for a long night at that point, but it had a 
couple of plot twists remaining. 

Roslovic pulled Columbus within 3-2 on his first goal of the game, 
capping a late power play that followed Nikita Zadorov’s boarding 
penalty, and the Blue Jackets went into the second intermission with new 
life.  

Kane put Chicago up 4-2 just 29 seconds into the third, responding with 
his own power-play goal during carryover time from a tripping penalty 
called on Vladislav Gavrikov late in the second, but Columbus again 
pushed back.   

Boone Jenner scored on a power play at 6:39 to cut the Blackhawks' lead 
to 4-3 and Roslovic’s second goal of the game –third in two games – 
knotted it 4-4 with 12:01 left. 

DeBrincat scored the next one off a perfect backhand pass from Kane, 
putting Chicago up 5-4, but the Blue Jackets soon overcame it on goals 
by Del Zotto and Stenlund.  

“You throw away a couple of major breakdowns, I thought we played a 
really good game from that point on (in the second), when they scored 
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their second,” Tortorella said. “So, we’ll go. We’ll leave the building with a 
win.” 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 02.13.2021 

1202528 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets gain local approval to host limited number of fans, still need 
OK from state 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

The Blue Jackets gained local approval from Columbus Public Health on 
Thursday to host up to 10% capacity for games at Nationwide Arena.  

The team's application for a variance must gain final approval from the 
Ohio Department of Public Health. 

The Blue Jackets have taken a major stride toward hosting a limited 
number of fans this season at Nationwide Arena.  

The team announced Thursday that a plan to host up to 10% of the 
building’s capacity — or 1,953 fans — was approved by Columbus Public 
Health, which will share its recommendations and submit the team’s 
variance request for final approval with the Ohio Department of Public 
Health. 

It’s unclear how long that process could take, but the team anticipates “at 
least” one additional week after gaining final approval to welcome fans 
back into the building. 

“We have spent a great deal of time and effort to provide a framework for 
fans to safely return to Nationwide Arena this season and appreciate the 
work of our local health officials throughout this process to date,” the 
team said in a statement. “We are excited about the possibility of 
welcoming ‘The 5th Line’ back to Nationwide Arena and look forward to 
hearing from state officials in the near future.” 

The Cleveland Cavaliers were approved to host up to 10% capacity 
(1,944) in late December for their games at Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse.   
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Michael Arace: Tortorella's career drama is an epic with a huge cast on 
the bench 

 

Michael Arace 

 

Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella has a long history of keeping players 
on the bench when he feels a message needs to be sent. Patrik Laine on 
Monday is merely the latest example. 

The Blue Jackets are once again the center of the hockey universe, with 
coach John Tortorella in the crosshairs of the focus. Torts has a knack 
for this. 

A little more than two weeks after Pierre-Luc Dubois was benched and 
then traded, Tortorella sat Patrik Laine for almost half of a game Monday 
night. This headline story generated a tweetstorm of laughter, rage and 
everything in between among the legions who’ve been trying to 
psychoanalyze Tortorella for 20 years.  

Here in Columbus, there were those who stood firm by the coach and 
those who wondered how he could shorthand his team by stapling one of 
the most lethal scorers in the league to the bench in a tie game. The Blue 
Jackets wound up hanging on for a 3-2 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

“(Tortorella) has a strict standard and a set of values I actually agree 
with,” Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen said. “We agree together for the 
organization and the culture we’re trying to build here.” 

As our Brian Hedger reported, Laine’s benching had more to do with 
something he said to a Jackets assistant than anything else (like, blowing 
defensive assignments). 

“We’re by it,” Tortorella declared Wednesday. “We’re by it. Everything’s 
fine. Thanks for asking.” 

Laine issued a mea culpa. 

“You know, I think that’s something from the coach, that it doesn’t matter 
who you are,” Laine said. “If you do something (wrong), you’ll get 
benched. … You deserve to get benched.” 

Yeah, but will you sign a new contract with the Blue Jackets? That’s the 
question on the minds of Jackets fans, and Tortorella’s critics, if not 
Tortorella himself.  

The man has a history. 

The Dubois/Laine benchings have elements of Tortorella’s first notable 
example of the coach’s message-delivery system. In 2001, in his seventh 
week on the job with the Tampa Bay Lightning, Tortorella sat Vincent 
Lecavalier. It was the first of many benchings for Lecavalier, a former No. 
1 overall draft pick. 

Heading into the next season, as negotiations on a new contract stalled, 
Lecavalier did not immediately report to camp. Tortorella sat him the first 
two games and stripped him of the captaincy. 

Lecavalier’s agent pushed for a trade and then-Lightning GM Rick 
Dudley put a deal in place with Toronto. A higher-up in the Lightning front 
office stepped in and quashed the deal. 

Two years later — as Tortorella was leading the Lightning to a Stanley 
Cup title and Lecavalier was developing, in fits and starts, into a monster 
— Dudley's replacement, Jay Feaster, told Sports Illustrated: 

“Many players come into my office and say, ‘(Tortorella) hates me. He 
hates me.’ I always tell them, ‘Don’t flatter yourself. He hates me, too.’ 
My point is, his style is the same with everyone in the organization. If 
something needs to be done with a player, he does it right now and he’s 
coming at you.” 

By the end of Tortorella’s final season in Tampa, in 2008, Lecavalier was 
on his way to a 52-goal, 108-point season and Tortorella was telling the 
Canadian Press, “He’s the best player in the league.” 

In 2009, Lecavalier signed a 11-year contract worth $85 million.   

Like many others who had a checkered player-coach relationship with 
Tortorella, Lecavalier often says that he didn’t appreciate the impact 
Tortorella had on his career until he retired. And then he did. 

In New York, there was an instance where Tortorella left Marian Gaborik 
on the bench in a shootout with a postseason bid riding on the outcome. 
Gaborik scored 42 goals that season. The Rangers lost the shootout and 
missed the playoffs. 

Tortorella's relationship with Gaborik was fraught. Tortorella's relationship 
with Brad Richards was one of mutual respect; the two won a Cup 
together in Tampa. But that didn't stop the coach from scratching 
Richards from two playoff games. The coach thought the player was 
underperforming. 

“This is a Conn Smythe winner, a guy that I’ve grown up with, a guy that I 
love as a person and a player,” Tortorella said when he scratched 
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Richards. “But I have to make that decision regarding this. Kiss my 
(gluteus) if you want to write anything different. It’s not about blaming that 
guy, and I don’t want anybody to pile on him.” 

Their relationship was strained for a time. 

On a Lightning-themed podcast recorded last year, Richards said, “Torts 
is Torts. ... Once you get it in your head that this is all a plan to win and 
make our team better, once you buy into that, your team has a great time 
and you have success. … Torts was trying to turn us into pros.” 

During his year in Vancouver, Tortorella sat starting goaltender Roberto 
Luongo and played Eddie Lack in an NHL Heritage Classic game. 
Luongo had been excited to play in the throwback event. He forgot who 
filled out the lineup card. 

Vancouver went on to lose the game as 54,000 fans chanted, “We want 
Lu!” 

Tortorella’s history is complicated. There are those who believe he goes 
out of his way to chop down stars, maybe to suit his own ego. There are 
those who point out that, if he benched everyone who blew a coverage or 
didn’t block a shot, he’d have two players on the ice by the final horn. 
Which means he picks his spots, and his players, when he wants to 
make a point. Or a splash. 

I think Tortorella is motivated by trying to do the right thing, at least as he 
sees it. I think he had to bench Dubois for dogging it, otherwise he loses 
the rest of the bench. I think he had to set an example for Laine — even 
though it was just Laine’s fourth game with the team, and the optics were 
horrible, and it put the GM in a terrible spot. 

“It seems like a lot of drama at one time, but in reality, it’s not,” 
Kekalainen said. “We’ve dealt with it and I think we’ll be better because 
of it. All of it.” 

Winning heals. We shall see whether the Jackets, struggling in so many 
areas of their game, can make the playoffs. If not, maybe none of this is 
over. 
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Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella, forward Patrik Laine say they're 
moving past benching 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Patrik Laine's benching for the final 26-plus minutes on Monday will be 
the only discipline he receives for a reported verbal interaction with a 
Blue Jackets assistant coach. 

Wednesday was moving day for the Blue Jackets, who are trying to move 
past the bubbling cauldron of Patrik Laine's benching Monday as quickly 
and quietly as possible. 

After an off day Tuesday that included headline-grabbing news about 
Mikko Koivu’s surprising retirement and Laine’s verbal mistreatment of an 
assistant coach — which prompted his benching in a 3-2 victory against 
Carolina — the Jackets got moving with a practice at Nationwide Arena. 

Injured defenseman Zach Werenski also was in motion next door at the 
Ice Haus, going through a workout after sustaining a lower-body injury 
last Thursday. 

But neither of those things were the most pressing examples of moving 
for the Blue Jackets, who said the Laine situation is in the past. 

“We’re by it, and we’re getting ready to play Chicago (on Thursday),” 
coach John Tortorella said. “We’re done with it.” 

Others including fans and reporters beg to differ. 

Blue Jackets: Patrik Laine's shot doesn’t seem to be problem as he tries 
to build chemistry with team 

In short, whenever a young star player is benched four games into his 
stint with a new team — which traded its own young star to get him — it’s 
kind of a big deal. And when the reason is, essentially, insubordination 
against an unnamed member of his new team’s coaching staff, the issue 
grows exponentially. 

That’s where the Blue Jackets found themselves Wednesday, standing in 
the middle of the biggest stage in the sport feeling trapped under the 
sweat-inducing rays of the NHL spotlight. 

No wonder Tortorella, Laine and captain Nick Foligno tried to turn down 
the heat. 

“We are by it,” Tortorella insisted. “And I’m not speaking on the subject 
anymore. And don’t ask any of the players either, because we’ve just 
moved by it. Everything’s fine, guys.” 

It’s fine? 

“Everything’s fine,” he continued. “Thanks for asking, though.” 

Tortorella didn’t disclose when he and Laine talked, but they did at some 
point Wednesday. They were spotted having a one-on-one chat shortly 
before the Jackets headed to the Ice Haus for work on the power play, 
but it's unclear if that was their lone discussion. 

Regardless, Laine will not have any further discipline measures on top of 
missing the final 6:19 of the second period plus all of the third on 
Monday. He is slated to play Thursday in Chicago. On Wednesday he 
skated on a line centered by Jack Roslovic and spoke with reporters 
about the benching flap. 

“That kind of stuff happens sometimes and, you know, everybody’s 
locked in, in the game, and stuff like that just happens sometimes," Laine 
said. "But we’ve moved on. We’ve talked about it and it’s going to stay in 
the (locker) room. But all good now.”  

Had something similar happened later in Laine’s tenure with the Jackets, 
it might not have been quite as big of deal. Instead, in only his fourth 
game, it made headlines. 

“If that kind of stuff happens, like, you deserve to get benched,” Laine 
said. “That’s just the way it is. I feel like I was playing decent hockey and, 
you know, developing my game, every game. But now, we’re past that 
(situation).”  

So he and the team are moving on, which is good news for the Jackets, 
who acquired him and Roslovic from the Winnipeg Jets for former 
disgruntled center Pierre-Luc Dubois and a third-round pick on Jan. 23. 

The team’s hope is to keep both players in Columbus long-term and 
Laine, who has two years left of restricted free agency, said the benching 
incident shouldn’t poison the Blue Jackets’ chances of making that 
happen. 

“No, absolutely not,” he said. “You know, I think that’s fair from the coach, 
that it doesn’t matter who you are. If you do something (wrong), you’ll get 
benched. That’s great to see for me. You don’t want to be the guy who’s 
getting benched, but now I’ve seen it for myself, that it doesn’t matter 
who you are or how well you have done (previously). You can get 
benched.” 

Laine said he took something positive out of the situation and doesn’t 
think there will be further issues. 

“I’ve loved my time here so far and I’m going to get better, for sure, so I 
don’t think it’s going to have (any) effect on my plans for the future,” he 
said.  

Lineup juggling 
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The Blue Jackets’ depth at center took a hit with Koivu’s retirement, but it 
also created an opportunity for Kevin Stenlund to join the regular playing 
group. 

Stenlund skated with Max Domi and Oliver Bjorkstrand as his wingers in 
practice and also manned the left side of the Jackets’ second power-play 
unit, where he’ll line up Thursday against the Blackhawks. 

Tortorella said Boone Jenner likely will start out playing center in that 
game, keeping Alexandre Texier at left wing on a line with Mikhail 
Grigorenko, while defenseman Dean Kukan likely will be a healthy 
scratch. 

Defenseman Andrew Peeke, a right-handed shot, is expected to make 
his season debut and play with Michael Del Zotto on the third defense 
pairing. Peeke hasn’t played in a game since last year in the regular 
season. 

Merzlikins travels 

Goaltender Elvis Merzlikins, who’s on injured reserve with an upper-body 
injury, traveled with the team to Chicago. Merzlikins has missed the past 
three games after being injured in practice last week. 

Joonas Korpisalo is expected to make his fifth straight start Thursday, but 
who handles the backup role is unclear. The past two games it was Cam 
Johnson, who joined Korpisalo for practice, but he was assigned back to 
the taxi squad Tuesday.  

Matiss Kivlenieks (lower body) might back up Korpisalo or it might be 
Merzlikins, if he’s cleared to return. 
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Panthers’ Sergei Bobrovsky ‘held down the fort’ his past two starts. Can it 
continue? 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 12, 2021 12:23 PM 

 

Sergei Bobrovsky’s first save set on Thursday set the tone. Anton 
Stralman lost the puck in the Florida Panthers’ defensive zone about four 
minutes into regulation. Tampa Bay Lightning forward Barclay Goodrow 
weaved in front of Bobrovsky and fired a back-handed shot at Florida’s 
net. Bobrovsky quickly kicked out his left leg, batting the puck to the 
boards before the Panthers cleared it out of the zone. 

“You have to be extra focused,” Bobrovsky said. “You have to be in the 
moment to make those kind of saves.” 

About five minutes later, the Panthers opened scoring with a goal from 
Frank Vatrano and never looked back. They cruised to a 5-2 win over the 
Tampa Bay Lightning at the BB&T Center in the first of three matchups in 
a five-day span. The teams play again at 7 p.m. Saturday at the BB&T 
Center and then face off again Monday at Tampa’s Amalie Arena. They 
will play eight times total this season. 

And while Florida’s high-scoring effort was the highlight of the night, it’s 
hard to undersell just how valuable Bobrovsky was in net. 

Bobrovsky stopped 19 of 21 shots that came his way, including all 16 at 
5-on-5 strength. He held a Tampa Bay team that had scored at least four 
goals in five of their past six games to just a pair of power-play goals. 

“It’s definitely a big win for us tonight,” Bobrovsky said. “We know that 
Tampa is a really good team… I thought the guys did a great job. They 
didn’t allow them to create anything. We had great sticks in the defensive 

zone. Our D held the blue line very well on the rush attacks. We crushed 
their attacks right in the beginning of the development.” 

Bobrovsky is now 5-0-1 on the season, his best individual start through 
six games and the second-longest point streak by a Panthers goaltender 
to start a season (John Vanbiesbrouck went 6-0-3 through his first nine 
starts in 1996- 97). 

But his individual performance in net has improved remarkably the past 
two games. After allowing 15 goals on 126 shots through the first four 
games of the season (a .881 save percentage), Bobrovsky has allowed 
just three on a combined 53 shots (.943 save percentage) in regulation 
wins over the Red Wings on Tuesday and Lightning on Thursday. 

“He held down the fort,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. “Nice to 
see him get solid wins for us in back-to-back games.” 

STAYING ‘NIMBLE’ IN AGE OF COVID-19 

The Panthers had to make a late lineup change on Thursday when top 
line winger Anthony Duclair landed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

Brett Connolly took Duclair’s spot on the top line and was on the ice for a 
season-high 15:54. He took three shots on goal and scored on an empty 
net with a minute to go in regulation. 

It is unclear how long Duclair will be out. 

”When we get the news on something like this,” Quenneville said, “with 
the change in the protocol, it’s like how we have been all year. You have 
to be flexible. You can use the word nimble. There’s a lot of 
unpredictability here and we thought, let’s move Connolly into that spot 
and I thought he did a good job.” 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ Aleksander Barkov’s secondary assist on Aaron Ekblad’s power-play 
goal in the second period gave him his 419th career point. He is now tied 
with Olli Jokinen for second all-time in Panthers history. Teammate 
Jonathan Huberdeau is the record holder at 452. 

▪ Tampa Bay’s 21 total shots on goal are the least the Panthers have 
allowed in a game this season. 

▪ The Panthers have outscored opponents 16-7 in the second period this 
season. The plus-9 differential is tied with the Los Angeles Kings for 
third, behind only to the Montreal Canadiens (plus-12) and the Lightning 
(plus-10). 
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Panthers Beat Lightning 5-2 To Open 2-Game Set 

 

By CBSMiami.com TeamFebruary 11, 2021 at 10:48 pm 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Aaron Ekblad and Alex Wennberg each had a 
goal and an assist and the Florida Panthers beat the Tampa Bay 
Lightning 5-2 on Thursday night. 

Frank Vatrano, Carter Verhaeghe and Brett Connolly also scored, and 
Sergei Bobrovsky made 19 saves. 

Braden Point scored twice for Tampa Bay, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 
24 saves. The Lighting had won six straight. 

The teams will meet again Saturday night in Sunrise. 

With captain Steven Stamkos out of the lineup with a lower-body injury, 
Tampa Bay lacked its usual firepower while Florida was highly effective 
in its offensive end. 
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The Panthers opened the scoring midway through the first period when 
Vatrano took a feed from Owen Tippett behind the net and put a one-
timer past Vasilevskiy. Wennberg made it 2-0 at 8:31 of the second, with 
Jonathan Huberdeau getting his 300th NHL assist on the play. 

Point cut it to 2-1 on a power play at 10:55 of the second, and Ekblad 
and Verhaeghe countered quickly with goals in a 2:01 span in the period. 
Point scored again on a power play 54 seconds into the third. 

Connolly scored into an empty net. 

STAMKOS OUT 

Stamkos, who is listed as day to day, had played in all 11 games for 
Tampa Bay, logging seven goals and seven assists. He was also key on 
the Lightning’s power-play unit having scored four times. 

The Tampa Bay captain did not play the final 5:26 of a 6-1 victory at 
Nashville on Tuesday nihht. In that contest, he scored two goals and 
added an assist. 

REUNION TIME 

Verhaeghe, who won the Stanley Cup as a rookie with Tampa Bay last 
season, agreed to a two-year contract with Florida on Oct. 9 and has 
scored nine points (six goals, three assists) in 10 games. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: NHL considering changes to draft lottery system 

 

Pierre LeBrun  

Feb 12, 2021  

  

It is still not clear when exactly the next NHL Draft will be held, but it 
sounds like whenever that is a tweaked draft lottery format could be in 
place. 

During an October GMs virtual meeting, the NHL, in response to a bit of 
grumbling about the existing draft lottery format, decided to do some 
informal polling of team executives to gauge ideas on how to tweak it. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly confirmed Thursday that the draft 
lottery format is being worked on and will be discussed with the Board of 
Governors when the time is right. 

Beyond that, Daly didn’t want to hint at any other details, mostly because 
it’s still in the works. 

But I think it’s safe to say there are probably going to be changes to the 
lottery format for the second time in seven years. 

In August 2014, the NHL announced draft lottery format changes that 
changed the odds for the last-place team to win the first overall pick from 
25 percent to 20 percent in 2015 and 2016, then 18 percent in the Vegas 
expansion year of 2017 and 18.5 percent starting in 2018. 

In corresponding moves since 2014, the odds improved for the teams 
higher up in the NHL standings who missed the playoffs. 

So, what transpired: 

• In 2017, the Devils went from fifth to first, the Flyers went from 13th to 
second and the Stars went from eighth to third. 

• In 2018, the Hurricanes went from 11th to second. 

• In 2019, the Blackhawks went from 12th to third. 

But I think the final straw, for some people at least, was Detroit finishing 
23 points behind 30th-place Ottawa last season and dropping to fourth in 
the lottery. 

It bugged some people around the game because the Red Wings aren’t 
tanking. They are undergoing an organic, massive rebuild after 25 
straight years in the postseason and going for it forever, which depleted 
the pipeline. 

At 17-49-5 last season, they deserved a better pick than fourth overall. 

The sense, at least from some team executives, is that the pendulum had 
shifted too far the other way after a movement to penalize tanking was 
supported years ago. 

But having a team that was close to making the playoffs jump up into a 
top-three pick seems to go against the spirit of using the draft to help the 
teams most in need. 

Here’s a brief history of the draft lottery and the results. 

All-time draft lottery results 

2019 

New Jersey Devils 

3rd to 1st 

Jack Hughes 

New York Rangers 

6th to 2nd 

Kaap Kakko 

Chicago Blackhawks 

12th to 3rd 

Kirby Dach 

2018 

Buffalo Sabres 

Retained 1st 

Rasmus Dahlin 

Carolina Hurricanes 

11th to 2nd 

Andrei Svechnikov 

Montreal Canadiens 

4th to 3rd 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

2017 

New Jersey Devils 

5th to 1st 

Nico Hischier 

Philadelphia Flyers 

13th to 2nd 

Nolan Patrick 

Dallas Stars 

8th to 3rd 

Miro Heiskanen 
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2016 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Retained 1st 

Auston Matthews 

Winnipeg Jets 

6th to 2nd 

Patrik Laine 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

4th to 3rd 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 

2015 

Edmonton Oilers 

3rd to 1st 

Connor McDavid 

2014 

Florida Panthers 

2nd to 1st 

Aaron Ekblad 

2013 

Colorado Avalanche 

2nd to 1st 

Nathan MacKinnon 

2012 

Edmonton Oilers 

2nd to 1st 

Nail Yakupov 

2011 

New Jersey Devils 

8th to 4th 

Adam Larsson 

2010 

Edmonton Oilers 

Retained 1st 

Taylor Hall 

2009 

New York Islanders 

Retained 1st 

John Tavares 

2008 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Retained 1st 

Steven Stamkos 

2007 

Chicago Blackhawks 

5th to 1st 

Patrick Kane 

2006 

St. Louis Blues 

Retained 1st 

Erik Johnson 

2005 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

n/a 

Sidney Crosby 

2004 

Washington Capitals 

3rd to 1st 

Alex Ovechkin 

2003 

Florida Panthers 

4th to 1st 

Marc-Andre Fleury* 

2002 

Florida Panthers 

3rd to 1st 

Rick Nash* 

2001 

Atlanta Thrashers 

3rd to 1st 

Ilya Kovalchuk 

2000 

New York Islanders 

5th to 1st 

Rick DiPietro 

1999 

Chicago Blackhawks 

8th to 4th 

Pavel Brendl* 

1998 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

3rd to 1st (via trades) 

Vincent Lecavalier 

1997 

Boston Bruins 

Retained 1st 

Joe Thornton 
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1996 

Ottawa Senators 

Retained 1st 

Chris Phillips 

1995 

Los Angeles Kings 

7th to 3rd 

Aki Berg 

*Pick traded 

So, what’s the solution? 

Well, for starters, finding consensus on this issue is far from easy. 

One GM joked to me Thursday it’s because moving to better odds at the 
top of the lottery helps a third of the teams, hurts a third and is irrelevant 
to the other third. So true. 

But I will say that from the dozen or so team executives I heard from 
Thursday, there was one idea that popped up more than others: 

1. Improve the odds of winning the lottery for the bottom-ranked teams. 

2. But in doing so, this caveat: Any team drafting in the top three one 
year can’t do so again the following year. Or some version of that, limiting 
repeat customers at the top. 

As one GM put it, he’s very much open to improving the draft lottery to 
protect the teams that are rebuilding without rewarding teams for 
purposely tanking. 

As another GM said, the lowest-place teams should have a better chance 
at the top picks but he also doesn’t believe they should be able to “sit” on 
those top spots year after year. 

This is not a new idea. 

Several years ago at a March GMs meeting, in the aftermath of the Oilers 
having picked first overall for the third time in six years, veteran GM 
David Poile tabled an item on the agenda to discuss finding a formula 
that would limit how many times a team could pick first overall within a 
tight time frame. But that discussion didn’t gain enough traction. 

The team executives I heard from this week, while supporting the idea of 
improving the odds for the bottom-ranked teams, also wanted some 
measure of protection that those teams couldn’t pick at the top or near 
the top in back-to-back years. 

There were varying opinions when I sought them out this week from 
teams, though. One GM feels the odds should stay the same as now, but 
with no team getting the right to pick in the top three two years in a row. 

However, I don’t think Daly or commissioner Gary Bettman would be 
keen on the idea of limiting the ability of teams to draft high in 
consecutive years. I could be wrong, but I’ve never sensed an appetite 
from the league on that idea, which has been around for several years. 

The league is going to present a few options to the Board of Governors 
(starting with the Executive Committee), and if there’s at least one idea 
that I believe will win the day, it is making sure the last-place team can’t 
drop lower than third overall in the draft, as opposed to fourth. To me, 
that one has a chance. 

One GM suggested a very simple fix: No team can move up in the lottery 
more than three spots. That’s it. Simple, he said, but fixed everything. 

There is one GM who feels the system is fine. He supported the status 
quo when I asked him Thursday. 

Which is to say whatever the NHL comes up with, there will be no 
appeasing all 31 clubs. 
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The Athletic / NHL’s Lake Tahoe games coming together quickly, but 
may need contingencies 

 

Sean Shapiro  

Feb 12, 2021  

  

The buildup for an NHL outdoor game, from the point of idea conception 
to official announcement to puck drop, typically covers a span of 12-14 
months. 

For example, the NHL’s next Winter Classic is generally announced each 
year on Jan. 1, while the host city and venue have already been secured 
by late November or early December. 

The outdoor games in Lake Tahoe, Nev., which will be hosted next 
weekend, expectedly had a much quicker timeline, essentially a two-
month blitz from thought process to puck drop on Feb. 20 between the 
Boston Bruins and Philadelphia Flyers. On Feb. 21 the Vegas Golden 
Knights and Colorado Avalanche will play a second game. 

“We are doing this in record time,” NHL chief content officer Steve Mayer 
said. 

PRETTY COOL SETTING WHERE THEY ARE BUILDING THE LAKE 
TAHOE RINK BY THE LAKE PIC.TWITTER.COM/IMV7YH1H4A 

— SEAN SHAPIRO (@SEANSHAPIRO) FEBRUARY 11, 2021 

This game is unique in many ways. It’s on a golf course in Lake Tahoe, 
for starters, and unlike other outdoor games that have been built on the 
spectacle of mass attendance and entertainment, this game is more 
muted and draws inspiration from the movie “Mystery, Alaska.” 

“Many of us are fans of the movie,” Mayer said. “That ‘Mystery, Alaska’ 
game, it’s been brought up by our fans, it’s been brought up by writers, 
and it’s been brought up internally. And admittedly I have investigated a 
few spots previous to the pandemic.” 

For example, the NHL got extremely close to doing a game on 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa, before logistics with the Canadian government 
couldn’t be overcome, according to Mayer. 

NHL chief business officer Keith Wachtel said the only way the Lake 
Tahoe games would make sense from a business standpoint was if there 
could be multiple games. The return on sponsorship for one wouldn’t be 
enough to justify the cost, while Wachtel said this likely isn’t possible 
without NBC working to get both games into the prime slot on NBC as 
opposed to NBC Sports. 

Bridgestone and Honda are the presenting partners for the games. Both 
companies have sponsored NHL tentpole events in the past and, 
according to Wachtel, played a key role in greenlighting the Lake Tahoe 
games with their interest, and of course, finances. 

Mayer is in Lake Tahoe, prepping for the event, and pointed out how 
getting ready for these outdoor games requires construction and building 
infrastructure the NHL hasn’t dealt with before. 

“When we said, ‘Let’s do this,’ everybody said, ‘That’s gonna be 
amazing! That’s gonna be great!'” Mayer said. “Then we start doing the 
work and people are like, ‘Ooh. So we don’t have any wiring?’ No, we are 
in the middle of nowhere. So all of these aspects where we normally can 
take a plug and stick it into the wall, and it works, we’ve now gotta bring 
in that wall and the wiring and the plug.” 
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So in addition to building ice, the league is constructing what Mayer is 
calling a chalet next to the rink that will house things like broadcast 
stations, replay booths, officials, and boxes for general managers from 
each team. Locker rooms are being built that are up to NHL protocol, with 
the one exception being that showers aren’t included. Players will have to 
go back to their hotel rooms after the game to get clean. 

Here’s a rendering from the NHL of what the setup will look like on the 
golf course. 

From a viewer perspective, this is a made-for-TV event — something 
you’ve probably heard a lot of in the past year — and the NHL and NBC 
are going to be using drones to capture both the games and the scene 
next to the lake and mountains. The NHL has never covered a game with 
drones before, according to Mayer. 

The NHL is also relying on NBC and Lake Tahoe’s experience hosting 
golf tournaments before. Each summer the American Century 
Championship is hosted by the course at the Edgewood Tahoe Resort 
and broadcast on NBC Sports. 

COVID-19 is always a concern and three of the four teams (Flyers, 
Golden Knights and Avalanche) have already had schedule alterations 
this season because of COVID-19 outbreaks on their rosters. If COVID-
19 impacts the Lake Tahoe games, what would happen? 

“God forbid COVID creeps in. Our plan is to move another team in and 
play the games as scheduled,” Mayer said. “And if we had to move two 
teams in? We could bring two teams in as well.” 

Mayer said he was asked this week by NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
how much lead-in time a team would need before they were flown to 
Lake Tahoe. Mayer said he told Bettman that as long as a team was 
there on the day of the game it would work. 

“We have a lot of contingency plans and we’ll act on them if needed,” 
Mayer said. 

Contingency plans weren’t divulged, though Mayer said those lists need 
to be flexible because potential replacement teams could be dealing with 
their own COVID-19 issues. One thing that is likely, however, is that if a 
replacement team or teams were needed, the NHL would work to make 
sure it’s still an in-division matchup. 

What’s up with the NHL and NBC? 

The NHL’s national TV deal in the United States with NBC Universal 
expires after this season. 

That’s well known and it’s looming large for the league as it looks to 
expand both its American footprint and financial takehome. The current 
deal nets the NHL $200 million annually from NBC Universal. 

And while neither side is discussing terms publicly, and the NHL is likely 
going to accept other bids, it’s hard to see NBC out of the picture as the 
two sides have created stronger ties through events like the Lake Tahoe 
games and the recent NHL partnership with the Australian sportsbook 
PointsBet. 

PointsBet is already a partner with NBC Universal and has had more of a 
presence on the national broadcasts in the United States. The NHL 
recently brokered a partnership with the PointsBet where the league will 
be issued 43,106 shares in the sports betting company, which is close to 
a value of $556,000 as of Thursday. 

It leads to a natural question for Wachtel, where are the NHL and NBC in 
their current partnership, and what does it mean for the expiring TV deal? 

“I will just say NBC is a great partner of ours and hopefully they will 
continue to be so for the foreseeable future,” Wachtel said. “As far as the 
overarching broader question, the ratings continue to be strong. It’s a 
robust broadcast marketplace. We believe we will have great 
opportunities in the space in the future.” 

Talking to NHL team executives, there seems to be a pretty common 
thought that the next national TV deal will feature NBC and another 

network, similar to the NBA’s deal with Turner and ABC/ESPN. Fox and 
ESPN are both expected to be in the conversation for part of the national 
rights. 

3ICE pushes back inaugural season 

The inaugural season for 3ICE has been pushed back to 2022, the 
league announced on Thursday. 

According to 3ICE CEO and founder E.J. Johnston, the uncertainties 
around COVID-19 made it impossible to play this summer and have any 
hope of long-term viability for the league. 

The league already has a TV deal with TSN in Canada and CBS Sports 
in the United States, while Johnston has already secured other 
partnerships that are creating a $3 million prize pool for players while 
covering the costs of travel and equipment for each participant. 

All of those deals have also been pushed back a year to 2022. 

“Everything we looked at didn’t work, and even if we did something 
without fans in the stands we’d run into an issue of what happens if we 
shut down,” Johnston said. “Those become sunk costs, something you 
can’t get back. By pushing back to 2022 we are able to start fresh and 
actually deliver something with the real excitement we have for this 
product.” 

3ICE is hockey’s answer to Big3, the three-on-three basketball league 
started by Ice Cube and Jeff Kwatinetz in 2017. 3ICE is going to be a 
traveling circuit three-on-three hockey league with an eight-week regular 
season and then a championship. Teams will play bracket-style, single-
elimination tournament each week, with total points determining the four 
teams that reach the championship round at the end of the season. 

The championship round will have a $1 million prize pool, and according 
to Johnston players in the league will have the ability to make “at least six 
figures” if they are on a team that makes it to championship weekend. 

Johnston said the players in the league will be those not currently on 
other professional contracts, but he’s committed to not making this a 
“senior tour.” Instead, he’s aiming to bring in players in their mid-to-late 
20s, some of which he says will be able to use the league to restart other 
professional opportunities. 

How the Under-18s came to Texas 

The IIHF Under-18 world championships are moving to Texas. 

The tournament had originally been scheduled to be hosted in Plymouth 
and Ann Arbor, Mich., but will now be held at the Dallas Stars’ practice 
facility in Frisco and at another community rink in Plano, also a Dallas 
suburb. Other community rinks, which also fall under the Stars’ umbrella, 
will also be available for teams to practice. 

Dallas Stars president Brad Alberts told The Athletic that hosting the U18 
worlds in Texas had been discussed internally before by the Stars, while 
the COVID-19 situation and the ability to have fans in attendance at 
sporting events in Texas created an opportunity for the Stars to host in 
2021. The event is scheduled to run April 26 to May 6. 

“We pounced and we went to work to get this,” Alberts said. “We’ve got 
the facilities and the hotel space, easy airport access. It all fell in line 
really quick for USA Hockey to pull the trigger and do it here.” 

Alberts said this all came together in the past 90 days before Thursday’s 
official announcement. 

Tickets for the event will be sold with socially distanced pod seating. In 
Frisco, it’ll be a more traditional arena setup. The venue holds 6,000 and 
is also the home to an NBA G League team while the setup in Plano will 
likely be minimal attendance, with much of the space reserved for scouts. 
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The Athletic / Natasha Staniszewski 20 Questions: On TSN, tornadoes 
and whatever comes next 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Feb 12, 2021  

  

A few minutes into a scheduled Zoom call, Natasha Staniszewski, the 
long-time TSN anchor, chuckled and reached for something off camera. 

“I brought one Kleenex, just in case I get upset,” she said, holding the 
tissue up to the camera. “I don’t think I will, but it’s there, just so you 
know.” 

This was supposed to mark her 10th anniversary at TSN, where she and 
Kate Beirness made history as the first two women to regularly host the 
network’s flagship newscast together. They were on SportsCentre for 
years as a team, delivering updates and highlights to millions of 
Canadian viewers. 

Earlier this month, Bell Media included the 42-year-old among the deep 
cuts made at its outlets across Canada. Dan O’Toole, the long-time co-
host, was also cut. Brent Wallace, the veteran reporter based in Ottawa, 
was another camera-facing employee who lost their job. 

The company cut more than 200 jobs in Toronto alone, then headed west 
to shutter sports frequencies in three of the seven radio stations that 
carried the TSN brand. (Listeners in Hamilton will get business news, 
while those in Vancouver and Winnipeg will be offered comedy 
programming.) 

Staniszewski earned a business degree from the University of Alberta 
and was working in human resources when she decided to pursue sports 
broadcasting as a career. She went back to school, and she learned the 
craft at stations in towns across the Prairies before landing in Toronto. 

“When I first moved here, I felt like a fish out of water, and I don’t think I 
was close to being ready to being on that SportsCentre desk,” she said. 
“I think I improved a lot. I worked hard, and I’m proud to have been a part 
of that team at TSN.” 

She was born in 1978, and became a classically-trained pianist with an 
obsession for sports. She won a provincial championship with her high 
school volleyball team in Alberta. She grew up with a poster of a well-
known inspirational poem — Desiderata — on her wall, and an abiding 
fandom of the Oilers. 

Staniszewski took time out of her day to field 20 Questions from The 
Athletic, talking about TSN, the enduring qualities of potato wedges, and 
what she wants to do next. 

1. “Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace 
there may be in silence.” 

I did have that poster on my wall for many, many years. But with that 
particular phrase, I don’t know how much of it I actually remember. 

2. The poem also talks about steeling yourself against sudden 
misfortune: How are you feeling? 

I am feeling quite fortunate, to be honest. Of course, it’s a bit of a shock. I 
wasn’t expecting it. I’m sad that it’s over. I’m really, really sad. But as I 
said on social media, I’m so grateful I had the opportunity to work for 
TSN. It really was a chance of a lifetime … And yes, I’ve been laid off. 
But when I think about the hundreds and thousands of people out there 
right now who have been laid off because of COVID, or they’ve lost their 
businesses, or they’re sick, I have nothing to worry about, really. I have 
such a great support system, and I’m confident that things will turn out 
fine. 

3. What kind of warning was there beforehand? 

When you get into this industry, you know you’re not getting into it for the 
job security. Media has never been safe. And throughout my whole 
career, there’s always been rumours of cuts here, or cuts there. You 
think that you should be prepared for it at all times. I will say last year, 
especially with COVID — when sports disappeared and there was no 
SportsCentre for a while — I felt that whole year was a little bit 
precarious. I kept telling myself, ‘Be ready: It could happen at any 
moment.’ 

4. There are no post-layoff pub gatherings in lockdown, no vacation 
getaways: What are you doing instead? 

(Staniszewski laughs) Getting laid off, there’s a lot of work involved with 
it. Who knew? There’s a lot of paperwork to do, loose ends to tie up. In 
terms of the social life at this point, it’s a lot of walks with friends. A lot of 
phone calls. A lot of Zoom calls. I’ve been working out a little bit. Trying 
to read. I’m working on a puzzle. The sense of time has been weird, 
because there’s so much going on in my mind. It feels like I have three 
days of thinking packed into one day. 

5. What comes next? 

Great question. I’m not sure yet. All of my family lives out West: 
Edmonton, Calgary, Kelowna, Vancouver. So there is a little bit of a pull 
to go back in that direction. That being said, I don’t want to think about it 
too much yet. I feel like I need to let the dust settle a little bit. I’m still 
open to staying in sports broadcasting if something happened to present 
itself. But I also think: Communications, public relations, marketing, 
travel, tourism, sales, golf. I love golf. I’ve become obsessed with golf 
lately. There’s a whole bunch of areas that I’m willing to explore, and I’m 
curious to see what kinds of things come my way. 

6. It’s spring, 1989, and I’m touring the Kiwanis Music Festival: Who is 
the most promising piano star? 

(Smiles) I still can’t believe you found that. Man, piano. When I was 
young, I actually loved it. I played Royal Conservatory until Grade 9, and 
then I gave it up in high school. It was just too busy. I was playing sports 
and everything else. I loved playing. Performing was terrifying, to be 
honest. 

7. When was the last time you played? 

My sister and my brother still have pianos. So usually, when I go there, I 
just dabble a little bit. Let’s say a year. But not well — I haven’t played 
well, probably, for 15 years. 

8. When you were at CTV Edmonton, why did you consider changing 
your last name? 

I did consider changing it. I had thought about it a little bit, and I actually 
had a conversation with my news director at the time. He thought it was a 
crazy idea. He thought I should be who I am, and let everybody else deal 
with it. And the more I thought about it, the more I thought it was totally 
right. I thought about people like George Stroumboulopoulos. His name 
is even longer than mine, and just as complicated. I also didn’t think a 
man would worry about changing his name. Keeping it just turned out to 
be amazing, because people remember me a lot of the time as the girl 
with the long last name. 

9. What were some of your alternative surnames? 

You know, I didn’t even think about it that seriously. I was just throwing 
around ridiculous names, like Storm. I didn’t come that close to ever 
changing it. 

10. Natasha Storm. 

It’s pretty ridiculous. It sounds like one of those gladiators you’d see on 
that old show. 

11. In 2001, a British journalist covering the world track and field 
championships referred to your town as “Deadmonton,” and only sort of 
apologized: Why do outsiders pick on Edmonton? 
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Oh, because people love to hate, unfortunately. When you go to 
Edmonton, if you just show up for a few days or a week, you don’t get a 
chance to meet the people, and I don’t think you get a chance to really 
appreciate the vibe. Obviously, the weather is a huge turn-off for people. 
And I totally understand that, but it is a dry cold. It’s just that Edmonton is 
all about the people. 

12. After a decade in Toronto, are you more Southern Ontario or 
Northern Alberta? 

(Staniszewski sighs, pauses for three seconds) Is it a cop-out if I say 
both? Probably right? I’m going to say Northern Alberta. I think I still feel 
more like a small-town girl than a big city girl. 

13. Edmonton was known as “City of Champions” in part for what 
happened after a tornado struck on July 31, 1987: What do you 
remember of that day? 

I was living in Leduc at the time, which is about 20 minutes outside 
Edmonton. I was playing with some neighbours on the front lawn. All of 
the sudden, the winds just began whipping — it felt like out of nowhere — 
and I remember my Barbie clothes flying all over the lawn. The gate was 
banging and my mom was yelling for us to get inside. We flipped on the 
TV. I just remember watching the anchors, and them talking about a 
tornado … I remember I really wanted to go onto the roof because I 
wanted to see it, and my mom wouldn’t let me. We weren’t close enough 
to it, but there was no way she was letting me go up there, obviously. 
And ever since, I’ve had a crazy fascination with tornadoes and storms. I 
dream about them all the time. It’s actually on my bucket list to go storm-
chasing someday. 

14. Storm-chasing. 

Yeah. I would love to go to the States and just drive around in a van and 
look for a tornado. Because I’ve never seen one in person. That one was 
up in Edmonton. It was too far for us to see from where we were living. I 
would love to see one in real life. 

15. The slogan itself has become a debate: Should Edmonton be known 
as “City of Champions?” 

That’s a tough one, isn’t it? I remember driving by that sign all the time. It 
was right on Highway 2, and when we lived in Leduc, that was the main 
highway that you take to get into Edmonton. I guess it is tough to leave it 
up there, isn’t it? It’s been so long since all of those Cups, and most of 
those Grey Cups. I think the sports teams in Edmonton have to prove 
themselves again, especially that Oilers team. I really think they do, 
before we can call ourselves the City of Champions again. 

16. How often do you deliver McCain wedges to your neighbours? 

(Laughs) Apparently not enough, from the comments I get from people 
who are always asking me, ‘why aren’t you at my front door? Why aren’t 
you bringing me snacks?’ That commercial was something else, wasn’t 
it? That was the first commercial I ever did, and I didn’t really know what I 
was doing. The response from it, I had no idea that was going to happen. 
Somehow, it just caught peoples’ attention. It got into peoples’ heads. 

17. It was on … a lot. 

I will still be walking down the street to this day and somebody will yell at 
me: ‘Where are the wedges, Natasha?’ It’s going to be with me forever, 
which I’m grateful for. Don’t get me wrong. I think it’s hilarious. Jay Onrait 
called it a Canadian Heritage Moment. 

18. What did you think about the video of a fan trying to make the same 
delivery in his building? 

That was outstanding. They put so much effort into doing it. They pulled it 
off perfectly. Canadians, and sports fans, they’re just awesome. It’s cool 
when you see people do stuff like that, because you know you somehow 
connected with them. 

19. Who celebrates a Stanley Cup victory first: Your current town, or your 
hometown? 

(Deep exhale) Obviously, my old hometown is the answer to that one. 
But I won’t be surprised if it’s the current hometown. I’m loving watching 
both of the teams play right now, especially in this North Division, with 
the number of times that they play each other. It’s just fantastic hockey. 
You have the best hockey players in the world going at it. But man, I 
really hope it’s Edmonton. I can’t even tell you how much I hope it’s the 
Oilers first. 

20. Complete the following sentence: “By the time I’m done …” 

Oh. That catches me off-guard, because I’ve given zero thought to being 
done anything at this point. By the time I’m done, I hope that I’ve had 
some sort of broadcasting job that has allowed me to cover just hockey. 
I’ve never been able to do that, and I’d still like to try that if the 
opportunity presents itself. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Leafs' newfound commitment to defence 'foundation' of 
impressive start 

Why now is the time to bet on Maple Leafs winning North division 

Follow The Money takes a look at NHL Futures on teams that are the 
best bets to win their divisions and that they are 'all-in' on the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

 

Chris Johnston 

February 12, 2021, 7:24 PM 

 

TORONTO — You could gather a bunch of NHL head coaches in a 
room, have them watch the same game tape and never find anything 
close to consensus on the number of scoring chances for and against. 

It’s an inherently subjective exercise. 

Still, it’s no small thing that the man who has watched the Toronto Maple 
Leafs more closely than anyone over the last 15 months came away from 
their biggest test of the season Wednesday night in Montreal saying that 
they’d surrendered their fewest scoring chances against during the 4-2 
victory. 

That wasn’t captured in the data publicly available on a site like Natural 
Stat Trick, for example, but that doesn’t make it untrue. Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe has repeatedly stressed the need to take away the middle 
of the ice and net-front while limiting odd-man opportunities, and he’s 
almost certainly grading the Leafs on that curve — which may differ from 
how others are scoring it at home. 

Against a high-volume Canadiens squad that is particularly dangerous off 
the rush, his team limited turnovers and transition opportunities after an 
early Josh Anderson goal. And despite the Leafs' own offensive instincts 
and abilities, they kept it from becoming a track meet. 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

“That to me is the greatest area of growth,” Keefe said Friday amid an 
11-2-1 start that ranks among the best in franchise history. “The 
commitment to do it even at times when our offence hasn’t been going 
the way we would like, or the way our high-end offensive guys expect, 
they haven’t sacrificed that part of it. It hasn’t been perfect, but we’ve 
seen a lot of commitment in that area. 
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“I think that’s been the foundation for the success we’ve had to this 
point.” 

It has made Toronto the class of the Group of Seven — five points clear 
of the Canadiens heading into their return meeting at Scotiabank Arena 
on Saturday night. 

These are not the Leafs of old, or even last year. There’s been a shift in 
mindset that Keefe and general manager Kyle Dubas started establishing 
through a mixture of personnel moves and off-season communication 
with returning players. 

Despite playing in the high-flying North Division, where “defence is 
optional!” could be the tagline, Toronto has given up the six-fewest shots 
per game and seventh-fewest goals per game league-wide a quarter of 
the way through the new season. 

That flies in the face of their previous reputation. These Leafs seem to be 
maturing into a group that remains patient even when it’s 1-1 entering the 
third period, as it was in the wins over Montreal and Vancouver earlier 
this week. 

How Canadiens are preparing for bounce back game against Maple 
Leafs 

“I think that we just continue to try to do things the right way and continue 
to keep our foot on the gas,” said forward Zach Hyman. “And know that if 
we keep playing the way that we are, we’re not going to give them much 
and we’re eventually going to break the game open.” 

Added newcomer Zach Bogosian: “I just think we’ve as a group taken a 
step in the right direction from what I’ve heard from the guys that have 
been here in the past.” 

Confidence is high, understandably, after banking 23 points already. 

It’s much easier to stick to the plan when it produces immediate results. 
Where Keefe is looking for more growth is in the way his players break 
out of their own end and make their way through the neutral zone. 

That should open up even more chances to play in the offensive zone — 
Toronto is already among the NHL’s best in possession time there — and 
could bump up its shot-based metrics in the process. 

“I think the whole point of what we try and do is don’t panic in our 
(defensive) zone, try and control the puck, come out with the puck in our 
hands. That’s when we’re at our best,” said Mitch Marner. “I think right 
now when we’re doing well on our D-zone it’s all five guys who come 
back strong, staying in the middle. When we do get the puck, it’s no 
panic, it’s calmness, everyone’s talking to each other. 

Will Maple Leafs trade for top-six winger with Thornton and Simmonds 
out? 

“Trying to get out of the zone clearly with the puck in our hands so we 
can try and make plays going the other way.” 

Scoring hasn’t been an issue for this organization since Marner, Auston 
Matthews and William Nylander were all brought into the lineup four-plus 
years ago. The Leafs have produced more than enough goals to be 
among the NHL’s elite during that time frame, but fell short when it came 
to keeping the puck out of their own net. 

They’ve struck a much healthier balance early in 2021 — slightly 
outpacing the Tampa Bay Lightning for the league lead with 3.71 goals 
per game while also making life easier on goaltender Frederik Andersen. 

“I think we’ve had greater commitment,” said Keefe. “Just a renewed 
focus around here about what needs to get done and the guys have been 
really good about staying with it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens quarter-mark report: Can offence bounce back 
after hot start? 

How Canadiens are preparing for bounce back game against Maple 
Leafs 

Montreal Canadiens head coach Claude Julien discusses what his team 
needs to do in order to secure a win against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
following a pair of back-to-back losses in their last two game. 

 

Eric Engels 

February 12, 2021, 4:13 PM 

 

MONTREAL—A quarter of the season has already elapsed. 

How did it go by so fast? The months between the Stanley Cup being 
awarded to the Tampa Bay Lightning and the 2021 NHL campaign 
getting underway felt interminable, but it feels like we haven’t had a 
second to catch our breath since. 

That’s about to change for us, and for the Montreal Canadiens with an 
upcoming six-day gap in the schedule. 

They started off the season with their hair on fire, but they’re currently 
choking on the residue from the extinguisher. 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

Along the way, perspective has been gained. 

“Obviously, you’ve seen us play really good hockey,” said Canadiens 
coach Claude Julien on Friday. “I think we have the ability to be a good 
hockey club, and the last few games we’ve struggled, which I think a lot 
of teams have gone through it and the teams that haven’t are going to go 
through it. It’s unavoidable with this kind of schedule and what’s going on 
here. 

"So, right now, I think what we have after 14 games and what we can 
show right now to our fans is that we’re a resilient group and that we’re 
going to bounce back. And what I would say is I think, from what I see in 
that dressing room, we have the ability to do that. So, I have a lot of 
confidence in our group.” 

WHERE THEY CANADIENS RELATIVE TO EXPECTATION? 

Fourteen games into the season, the Canadiens are exactly who we 
thought they were—a fast team with a physical edge, a deep and 
balanced team that works extremely hard and plays to its strengths, but 
not a perfect team. 

We thought the Canadiens would be second-best to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in the all-Canadian North Division, and that’s where they stand a 
quarter of the way through. They do, however, have a tenuous grip on 
that position—in the midst of a “mini-slump,” as captain Shea Weber 
referred to it on Friday, and with a schedule that will offer them a week’s 
rest while others in the division play games. 

The numbers show strong tendencies at 5-on-5 and reflect the depth and 
balance of the roster. Only two forwards are without goals (Phillip 
Danault and Paul Byron) and only Victor Mete, who’s played just two 
games, is without a point. They also show that the power play has been 
moderately successful (20.8 per cent) but hasn’t quite performed with the 
consistency the Canadiens are hoping for. 

The penalty kill has also underperformed in one respect, currently sitting 
at 19th in the NHL, but it has exceeded expectations in another—the 
Canadiens have seven shorthanded goals after not scoring more than six 
through 71 games a season ago. 
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All in all, the Canadiens are who they are: a team with four very good 
lines, three very good defence pairings and two very good goaltenders, 
but not a team that can be carried by one or two individuals. So long as 
they remain true to their identity, they should prove to be more like the 
team we saw over the first 10 games and less like the one that’s lost 
three of the last four. 

With 14 picks in upcoming draft, Canadiens could use those for potential 
trades 

TOP-SIX FORWARDS GRADE: B 

A clear-cut No. 1 line has emerged, regardless of the four-line approach 
Julien has employed. Nick Suzuki (12 points), Jonathan Drouin (11 
points) and Josh Anderson (11 points) have found consistency as a unit, 
scoring and dominating the expected goals to vault themselves into 
consideration for one of the most effective lines in the NHL so far. 

But things haven’t gone nearly as smoothly for Montreal’s old top line—
Danault (five points), Tomas Tatar (four goals, eight points) and Brendan 
Gallagher (five goals, seven points)—and they were broken up in the 
14th game of the quarter. 

BOTTOM-SIX FORWARD GRADE: B+ 

Tyler Toffoli scorched the Vancouver Canucks over five early season 
meetings, scoring eight of his nine goals on the season against them, but 
things could be going smoother with Jesperi Kotkaniemi (seven points) 
and Joel Armia/Corey Perry. Hence, Toffoli is now playing with Danault 
and Gallagher. 

Perry was signed to be in and out, which makes sense at this stage of his 
career, and he’s been better than expected when he’s been in so far. 
And Armia has bookended an absence due to a concussion with strong 
play. 

The fourth line, centred by Jake Evans and flanked by Byron and Artturi 
Lehkonen has done exactly what’s expected of it—been reliable against 
top players, played with speed and mostly in the offensive zone, and it 
has also kicked in a bit of offence. It could score more given its potential, 
but it’s performing well. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

DEFENCE GRADE: B 

Jeff Petry has been exceptional, Weber and Ben Chiarot started off very 
well but tapered off a bit over the last three games, Joel Edmundson has 
been more steady than unsteady but is still somewhat inconsistent, and 
Alexander Romanov and Brett Kulak—with a little help from Mete—have 
made for a mostly reliable duo. 

The group can move the puck better, but it has also produced 34 points, 
14 of which belong to Petry. 

As for being hard to play against, they’re passing with flying colours 
having given up the least amount of 5-on-5 goals from the high-danger 
zone in the NHL (6) according to naturalstattrick.com—plus they’ve 
thrown 132 hits and combined for 116 blocked shots. 

GOALTENDING GRADE: B- 

Carey Price hasn’t been bad, but he hasn’t been good enough. And 
considering he’s started eight of 14 games and is sporting an unflattering 
.896 save percentage, the grade is being dragged down. 

If it’s as good as B-, it’s because Jake Allen has been brilliant, with four 
wins and a .933 save percentage in his six starts. 

Still, this doesn’t have to be an A for the Canadiens to be successful this 
season. But with more than $14 million being spent at the position, it 
should be. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

A BIG QUESTION FOR THE SECOND QUARTER 

Kind of a double whammy here, but we need to know if Price can 
immediately get to the level that’s expected of him and if the offence can 
not necessarily regain its early season form, but graduate from its current 
inefficient state. 

Those things happening simultaneously would set the Canadiens up for a 
great second half of the season. If neither of those things happen, it 
could prove disastrous. 

Price can do a lot for the confidence of the team when he’s playing like 
we know he can. The team has all the components to score more—even 
if four to five goals a game, like they were popping through the first 10, 
was unsustainable. 

It doesn’t all have to come together at once, but the pressure will mount 
considerably if the Canadiens don’t stabilize quickly at both ends of the 
ice. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gaudreau opens up about handling criticism, fear of flying 
and more 

Flames Roundup: Markstrom on fire as Calgary extend winning streak to 
three 

The Calgary Flames looked to build off their win in the Battle of Alberta 
on the weekend with another two wins this week, this time against the 
Winnipeg Jets and Vancouver Canucks. 

 

Eric Francis 

February 12, 2021, 3:19 PM 

 

Johnny Hockey, Johnny Ham and Cheese, Fat Johnny and Ross 
Gaudreau. 

Over the course of a recent 45-minute interview on the Spittin’ Chiclets 
podcast, Johnny Gaudreau revealed more about himself than he has 
over the previous seven years he’s spent in Calgary. 

His fear of flying, his belief he’d never get drafted, his love for Ross on 
the television show Friends, how he handled his post-playoff criticism, his 
nicknames and how he blew his signing bonus were just a few things the 
soft-spoken winger felt comfortable sharing with hosts Paul Bissonnette, 
Ryan Whitney and Rear Admiral. 

Oh, and did we mention his brief obsession with Iguana Wrestling at a 
recent World Championship? 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

Ya, you know, two guys tie their belts together and put it around the back 
of their necks as they line up chin to chin on all fours with an eye on 
pulling the opponent, a la tug of war. 

“I would try to play against everyone on the team - I was like, ‘do you 
want a match? Let’s go!’” said the 165-pound Flames star whose U.S. 
team took to betting on their matches. “I did so many Iguana wrestles, 
and with my neck it was so bad for you. It was just stupid, but it was a lot 
of fun. You’ve got to get down pretty low and you can’t let your neck slide 
down or the belt will fly off and you lose. You’ve got to keep your head 
up.” 

His favourite opponent was Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin. 
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“Ya, me and Larks. We would do it three, four, five times a night and we 
would wake up and I’d need like four or five Tylenol before I could go 
practice or anything. Your neck is just so messed up. I’m pretty sure 
Larks had to bandage up his knees from being dragged on the ground. 

"I was good in the beginning and then Larks kind of got adjusted and 
started pulling me, dragging pretty good so I kind of stopped playing 
against him. I caught Larks cheating a couple times with his feet behind a 
chair so I couldn’t pull him and he could use that leverage.” 

So much to unpack here. 

“Noah Hanifin’s uncle came with us to the world championships too and 
he’s this big guy – 210, 200 – and I was just dragging him and smoking 
him,” chuckled Gaudreau, whose club looks to extend its three-game 
winning streak Saturday in Vancouver. 

“He couldn’t beat me. I beat him like six or seven times and he was so 
mad.” 

For the record, it didn’t affect Gaudreau’s performance in the 2017/18 
Worlds, where he had nine points in ten games. 

So why are we just hearing about this now? 

Well, it had been four years since Gaudreau had been on the podcast, 
which is known for getting players to relax and open up while chatting 
with peers. 

It was on the episode, released earlier this week, the red-hot Gaudreau 
admits the criticism he faced following last season’s playoffs was a new 
experience that did well to motivate him. 

“I definitely wasn’t a huge fan of it - I think it was the first time ever being 
criticized for anything really, especially with hockey,” said Gaudreau, who 
has rebounded to sit amongst league leaders with eight goals and 14 
points. 

“I know how passionate Canadians are about their hockey. That’s what 
makes it cool to play in a market like this. I kind of looked at it both ways 
as like, ‘it kind of sucks, but make the most of it.’ Try to play well and 
hopefully they won’t be too pissed about the playoffs. I had a good 
offseason and came back and felt really good to start the year and am 
playing well right now.” 

Gaudreau has never shirked his media responsibilities, but the 27-year-
old rarely opens up like he did with the two former NHLers who did well 
with their research and approach to get Gaudreau to openly discuss a 
wide range of topics, including: 

HIS FEAR OF FLYING 

“I hate flying. I’m scared. Me and Monny (Sean Monahan) are awful with 
it, every takeoff. 

"We are on the card table, me and Monny, and we have to stop playing 
cards for a little bit the first two minutes of the flight, put our heads down 
and take a few deep breaths. Flying out of Calgary it’s always bumpy, 
windy and snowy and clouds everywhere, It’s an awful place to fly in and 
out of in the first place. Every flight has turbulence. Me and Monahan are 
talking about buying an RV and travelling.” 

SHOCK OF BEING DRAFTED (in the fourth round) 

“I didn’t think I was going to get drafted at all. I thought I was going to go 
to college and play four years there and have some fun with Hayesy 
(Philadelphia’s Kevin Hayes) and then go back to Jersey Shore and rip it 
up there. I went to a couple of development camps and they said I was 
doing well. Then I went to (Boston College) and played well my first and 
second year. My third year me, Hayesy and (Bill) Arnold got together and 
kind of tore it up. I signed and was very fortunate I got put on the team. 
The Flames were in 30th the year before and so I don’t think they were 
expecting much for the team. We ended up making the playoffs and 
losing in the second round.” 

BLOWING HIS SIGNING BONUS 

“Me and Billy Arnold played one game (for the Flames) and we got our 
signing bonus cheques. I was still using my parents’ debit card in college 
— $300 a month and you spent it on food — you don’t want to eat at the 
dorm. You try to go to Chipotle. You don’t really have much for beer or 
stuff like that. 

“I went back to school after playing in the NHL and scored a goal and 
was with my teammates. I was like, ‘This is awesome.’ I got a bonus 
cheque and I wanted to treat the guys and take all my classmates out to 
dinner so I went to some ATM and put the cheque right into the ATM and 
spit all $97,000 into the debit card. I was 18, 19 or 20 and didn’t know 
what I was doing. Took the boys out to dinner and had a good time there 
and probably spent the rest of it at some point that month.” 

JOHNNY HAM AND CHEESE 

“I remember Hayesy took me to (a sushi restaurant) and I said, like 
‘There’s no chance I’m eating in this place.’ There was a little pizza shop 
right across the street and I was like, ‘Kev, just get me a ham and cheese 
or something – I’m not eating this.’ 

"I like it a lot more now, but I was in college and that’s all I ate – ham 
sandwiches and meatball subs and pasta …never really ventured out to 
the sushi.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

THE PRE-PLAYOFF RUMOUR HE WAS OUT OF SHAPE (perpetuated 
by Bissonnette) 

“I think a (TV) reporter came out and said I came (to the bubble) out of 
shape. I think it’s because I was in close contact with someone in the 
bubble, so I was taken away from the main group. Then I guess they 
thought I needed a little more conditioning. My GM, (Brad Treliving) 
knows Biz and sent him a text. I heard a little bit about it - a few of my 
buddies sent a couple things. Then I saw Fat Johnny (meme) rolling 
around on a scooter on Instagram.” 

GETTING “JOHNNY HOCKEY” TRADEMARKED 

“I did it when I was in my second year of college. I guess some kids in 
Boston were writing ‘Johnny effin Hockey’ and putting my name and 
different curse words. My agent is just like ‘You don’t need all that crap.’ 
We just trademarked it and I don’t think I’ve used it for anything. 

"I didn’t want something to come out that I wasn’t part of.” 

HIS LOVE FOR FRIENDS 

“It’s my all-time favourite show. I watch it every night before I go to bed. I 
need to watch TV to fall asleep. I’ve watched the series so many times 
that I can just close my eyes and when I hear them talking I know exactly 
what’s going on.” 

Is he a Chandler or Joey guy? 

“I’m a big Ross guy too. I like them all. The only character I really don’t 
like is Phoebe. She pisses me off.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.13.2021 

1202637 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Has Justin Holl been the Maple Leafs' best defenceman so 
far this season? 

Justin Holl breaks down his slap shot goal against Carey Price 

Justin Holl talked about scoring his first goal of the season on a huge 
clapper against Carey Price, after the Maple Leafs beat the Canadiens. 

 

Justin Bourne 

February 12, 2021, 2:01 PM 
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Let’s not get too “takey” here and come in hot with “Justin Holl is the 
Leafs best defenceman,” because he’s not. He’s probably their fourth 
best. They play him the fourth most, he’s paid the fourth most, by 
perception and beyond he occupies a pretty clear spot in the batting 
order. And sure, after ripping a bomb past Carey Price and saying 
“Hammer Time” in his post-game interview, it makes some light-hearted 
sense to label him at fourth as the group’s clean-up hitter. 

But among the many biases we hold, “recency” might be the strongest in 
sports, which I believe had a pretty sweeping affect on this poll I threw 
out there the day after the Leafs beat the Habs: 

    Through 14 games the Leafs’ best defenseman has been: 

    — Justin Bourne (@jtbourne) February 11, 2021 

Over 55 per cent of the more than 3,400 votes were cast for Holl as the 
Leafs' best defenceman so far this year. 

But that’s a different question, isn’t it? Sure he’s not the Leafs' best 
defenceman, but has he been that so far this year? Are 55 per cent of 
voters wrong? 

They might not be, depending on what you value most. 

The cases for the other guys are all legitimate. In brief: 

Morgan Rielly plays the most and it ain’t close. He’s near 24 minutes of 
ice time per game, he’s the D other teams would most have to game plan 
for, he’s the power play QB, and he has the most points. 

TJ Brodie plays the second most, he’s faced the toughest competition of 
the group, he’s the only one of the D-corps playing consequential 
minutes on both special teams (he’s at about a minute per game of PP 
time and is over two minutes of PK time per game), and more than 
anything, he’s been a steadying force for a blue line dying for one 
compared to seasons past. Plays don’t die on Brodie's stick, The Big 
Mistake has been rare and he’s turned their top-4 into a proper top-4. 

Muzzin is the guy you feel could pair with Air Bud and you’d be like “Boy 
Air Bud’s sure had a pretty good year hasn’t he?” Muzzin is like Chris 
Tanev beside Quinn Hughes and, now, Chris Tanev beside Noah 
Hanifin: 

    Even-strength goals against: 

    Quinn Hughes 

    - after 16 gm last year | 13 

    - after 16 gm this year | 26 (increase of 13) 

    Noah Hanifin 

    - after 12 games last year | 13 

    - after 12 games this year | 4 (decrease of 9) 

    It's oversimplifying it, but the Chris Tanev effect in a nutshell. 

    — Darren Haynes (@DarrenWHaynes) February 11, 2021 

Or how whoever played wing with Tavares in Long Island suddenly had a 
career year. Muzzin has a bit of edge on a team that needs every bit it 
can get, he’s steady, he’s reliable, and he’s captain-like material for this 
team. 

It’s the combination of all this that’s seen the Leafs in unprecedented 
territory during the Brendan Shanahan era. Only six teams have given up 
fewer goals per game, and only six have allowed fewer shots per game. 
Which brings us to Holl, his play, and his case for the team’s most 
important defender so far this season. 

The below is from Dobber Hockey’s Frozen Tools, which is helpful in 
visualizing how teams have deployed players and how they’ve fared. The 
size of the circles indicate time on ice, the colour roughly indicates the 

differential in shot attempts when those players are on the ice compared 
to their teammates (don’t overthink that part, just know that really blue is 
good and really red is bad). The axis are labelled: 

Holl has been best among Leafs defenders by numerous shot attempt 
metrics, and where he’s second it’s to Travis Dermott who’s fared well, 
but been put in favourable conditions (he starts in the offensive zone 
against weaker forward lines). 

Holl doesn’t see much in the way of O-zone starts (his pair with Muzzin 
starts in the D-zone more than any other), but he’s still first on the team 
in expected goals percentage and shots for percentage. When Holl's on 
the ice, even against top lines and starting in his own end, more shots 
take place at the opponent’s net than his own. That’s a pretty good sign 
for a quiet D-man. 

None of this would be surprising to Sheldon Keefe or Kyle Dubas, who 
saw this happen in the AHL and stuck with him at the NHL level long 
enough to show they believed it could happen there, too. 

What Holl does is what my Hockey Central co-host, Anthony Stewart, 
likes to call “the little things.” He’ll get to puck retrievals first and absorb a 
hit to push the puck somewhere favourable (which sometimes makes you 
look weak, getting pasted for the cause of poking a puck up the wall one-
handed). He’ll angle dangerous players to the boards with his long reach, 
long stick and good skating. And he’ll jump up the ice to get involved in 
the offence, even if he’s not particularly dangerous on those rushes (he 
usually ends up being a decoy, which is fine -- at least he creates 
favourable spacing). 

Here are a few very-Justin-Holl clips from the past few weeks. 

After a forecheck that involved his partner Muzzin pinching down and 
Travis Boyd covering, the puck jumped past everyone and left the 
opposition with a lane up the rink. It could’ve been a partial breakaway, a 
dangerous shot -- something -- but this is a great example of how Holl 
can envelop rushers by skating the same direction (as opposed to 
backing off and playing them one-on-one) and just angling them off into 
the sunset. 

This next clip is probably the most typical-looking Holl shift among these 
clips. He reads a play going behind the back of the net and cuts it off with 
his long stick. He then gets his body between the opposition and the 
puck, taking a bump. 

As the play heads up the ice, he jumps in to make it an even-numbered 
rush. After not being used on the rush (he should’ve driven through the 
middle lane, and not gone to the outside and stayed outside – there’s a 
reason he doesn’t pile up points), he gets to the net, then immediately 
heads back to resume his defensive responsibilities. 

And, finally, you’ll see Holl do this all the time, even though it doesn’t 
always end well. His preference is to get a shot off coming down the wing 
here, but the point is about how the play starts. When he sees two 
opposing players who are too deep, he’s gone up the ice. Watch the two 
Flames players at the start of the clip get caught behind the net – that’s 
what Holl's reading off. 

The point isn’t that Holl’s an offensive dynamo, it’s that he does the little 
things that tilt the ice the right way for his team. 

So the fancy stats like him the most, the eye test has liked him a lot and, 
those watching say he’s been the Leafs' best defenceman so far. 

My answer is that maybe it’s seemed that way at times, but it’s only 
possible with the support of the other guys in that top-four that he’s been 
able to have the success he’s had. It’s the work of everyone together. 
And of course, he’s done all he possibly could with the nightly 21:30 of 
opportunity he’s been given. 

Holl's been at least an equal part in the Leafs' top-four, a group that 
finally seems a cohesive, legitimate quad that requires all the parts to be 
so effective. Whether it’s more PP or PK time everyone seems pretty 
low-ego and easy-going, and it’s working for a team that hasn’t looked 
solid back there in years. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stepan could be one of first Senators dealt as Ottawa 
looks to trade deadline 

D.J. Smith thinks it's imperative for Senators to have prospects playing 

Head coach D.J. Smith talks about why it is important for the Ottawa 
Senators to have their prospects playing at some level this season. 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

February 12, 2021, 11:57 AM 

 

There was never much chance the Senators were going to be buyers at 
the 2021 trade deadline. 

The best that was hoped for was a step forward as a group and to make 
some noise in the new Canadian Division, if not actually threaten for a 
playoff spot. Of course, hearts were light back in the heady days of 
training camp a little over a month ago. 

“A realistic expectation, what we have in mind is to make the playoffs,” 
said third-year winger Brady Tkachuk on the eve of the regular season. 
“We’ve got so many veteran guys who have won, who have got the 
experience. They’ve won the Stanley Cup. I think we have the tools. We 
have young guys eager to learn. It’s seven teams, top four, in a short 
season. Anything can happen.” 

Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada 

Celebrating Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada and the spirit of inclusion 
in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank unite to bring an all-day NHL 
broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

Anything still can, I suppose, although the realistic thought now is that the 
Senators will try to play a spoiler role for the rest of the season and let 
their young players gain precious experience. Some of those veterans 
Tkachuk referred to will become trading chips. 

After Thursday’s 5-1 loss in Winnipeg, Ottawa has five points in 15 
games, a record of 2-12-1 while being held to two goals or fewer for the 
past five games. The Senators are 12 points behind the fourth place Jets 
and playoff probability charts created this week had their playoff chances 
rated so close to zero that the line was indistinguishable from the bottom 
of the chart. The Senators’ seventh place probability stood at 97 per cent. 

Stuff happens. Their roster and level of play have improved dramatically 
over the past ten days and there could be a few more victories on the 
horizon. 

Soon, though, the focus will be on player development, a lottery pick at 
this summer’s draft and acquiring assets through trade. The trade 
deadline is not until April 12, but the Senators are already open for 
business. They have nine pending unrestricted free agents on their 
current roster and taxi squad, several of whom could be useful pieces for 
a contending team. 

Here’s the trick: while giving the kids a chance to play, Ottawa also has 
to showcase veterans here and there between now and April. Three 
veterans added prior to the season -- Braydon Coburn, Josh Brown and 
Cedric Paquette, are healthy scratches most nights and Artem Anisimov 
just cleared waivers. 

Stepan longs to be in USA 

One of those nine UFAs is veteran centre Derek Stepan, acquired on 
Boxing Day for a 2021 second-round draft pick. Both the player and the 
team appear to regret the deal already as Stepan is desperately missing 

his wife and three children in Arizona, including a son who was born four 
days after Stepan was traded to the Senators. Stepan had a few precious 
bonding moments with his new child, Beckett, before jumping on a plane 
to Ottawa to begin his quarantine and new life with the Senators. While 
he is trying and not whining, this is a pandemic-related situation that 
needs to be rectified if possible. 

Looking for some experience down the middle, the personable Stepan 
was attractive to the Senators for his leadership qualities. It was also 
appealing that Stepan’s $3-million USD bonus had already been paid by 
the Coyotes, leaving just $2 million in salary due this season. Stepan 
does, however, have a remaining salary cap hit of about $4.8 million on a 
contract that paid him $6.5 million per season on a six-year deal, 
originally from the New York Rangers. 

Senators general manager Pierre Dorion insisted this week that Stepan 
has not asked for a trade, although it’s clear he is beyond homesick while 
estranged from his family in the middle of a pandemic. 

“We can tell with our conversations that I’ve had with him that I think it’s 
only human that - when you only see your newborn for a day or two that 
it can be difficult on any type of human being,” Dorion said on Ottawa 
sports radio. 

On a Zoom call while the team was in Winnipeg Thursday, I asked 
Stepan about the speculation he would like to move to a team closer to 
home, and just how difficult this separation has been for him. 

“I'd be lying to you to say it hasn’t been on my mind,” Stepan said. 
“Obviously my family is in Scottsdale and my wife, who has been an 
absolute rock star, is grinding away with a newborn and two other ones. 

“It certainly has been in my head, but at the same time, this is the job, 
this is the situation we’re in. I’m doing the best I can to stay focused in on 
Ottawa Senators hockey and that’s really all I can control right now is... 
helping this group the way I want to and planned to when I first got traded 
here.” 

Stepan thinking of family but focused doing his job with Senators 

Whether or not Stepan has directly asked for a trade, it’s clear he hopes 
the Senators might be able to accommodate his wishes by moving him if 
they can. 

He could help his own trade value by playing a bit better. Stepan has 
drifted on the depth chart to a third and fourth line centre spot. On 
Tuesday, against the Oilers, Stepan played 11:41 and lost four of his five 
faceoffs. Eight Ottawa forwards saw more ice time. 

Thursday’s effort will do more to showcase Stepan. He played 15:49 and 
won 7 of 11 faceoffs (64%), the most of any centre in the game who took 
at least three draws. Still, Stepan has just one goal and three assists in 
14 games. 

Stepan missed several days in camp while waiting for his child to be 
born, and then had to quarantine for a week. So, he only had his first 
skate on Jan. 10 (along with rookie Tim Stützle) before the Jan. 15 
season opener vs. Toronto. 

“I’ll be honest with you, I believed that I was going to be able to come and 
make a bigger impact with my play, right away,” Stepan says. “No 
training camp, and the situation kind of piled up on me.” 

Stepan insists he still enjoys coming to the rink every day and will “battle 
through,” keeping his focus on helping the Senators improve. 

He will need to carve a niche for himself, not just with Ottawa, but on 
behalf of any team that could use his services down the stretch. 

If Stepan is moved to an American team, he will go through COVID-19 
protocols again, meaning that a team that wants him would have to keep 
him isolated temporarily before he could join the roster. Here’s a list of 
the other eight Ottawa UFAs and their remaining cap hits: 

• F Artem Anisimov ($3.3M) 
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• F Cedric Paquette ($1.2M) 

• F Alex Galchenyuk ($780,000) 

• F Micheal Haley (0, two-way contract) 

• F Matthew Peca (0, two-way contract) 

• D Erik Gudbranson ($2.9M) 

• D Mike Reilly ($1.1M) 

• D Braydon Coburn ($463,000) 

Murray leaves game with injury 

Just when you thought things couldn’t get worse, starting goaltender Matt 
Murray had to leave Thursday’s game after two periods with an injury. 
Murray appeared to be shaken up in a collision with Senators 
defenceman Nikita Zaitsev late in the second. Head coach D.J. Smith 
said afterward that Murray was kept out as a “precaution.” 

On Friday, Smith announced Murray won’t play Saturday versus the Jets. 
Ottawa will use a tandem of Marcus Hogberg (4.88 GAA and .836 save 
percentage in seven games) and Filip Gustavsson, who has not played a 
game since suiting up for Sodertalje SK of the Swe-1 League last fall. 

Prospect Joey Daccord is expected to start for the Belleville Senators in 
their first AHL game of the season in Laval on Friday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Rangers' K'Andre Miller a true do-
it-all defenceman 

K'Andre Miller unloads shot from the point to score first NHL goal 

Watch K'Andre Miller wind up for a booming point shot and score his first 
NHL goal, giving the New York Rangers the lead with less than 10 
seconds left in the first period. 

 

Emily Sadler 

February 12, 2021, 3:32 PM 

 

Every week throughout the 2020-21 season, we're highlighting a handful 
of rookie performances and milestones from around the league. 

Last week was all about shining a spotlight on rookie goaltenders. Now, 
let’s take a look how some prominent first-year defencemen are making 
impacts on their teams’ blue lines. 

Kings' youth movement continues on blue line 

The 2020-21 season is most certainly another rebuilding year for the 
Kings, whose 4-6-3 record has them ranked last in the West. But all is 
not lost, as there’s a crop of fresh faces showing up in the lineup each 
night indicating a bright future is ahead. 

The Kings have one of the strongest prospect pools in the league, and 
it’s starting to yield results – so far, seven rookie have been inserted into 
the lineup at various points this season, including four defencemen. 

Mikey Anderson, a fourth-rounder (103 overall) from the class of 2017, 
got a taste of NHL life with a six-game stint late last season. One year 
later, the 21-year-old has not only played in all 13 of the Kings’ games 
but he’s got top-pair billing alongside veteran star Drew Doughty. 

While it’s unclear if this pairing is here to stay, Anderson – whose 
leadership has seen him captain Team USA at the world juniors and 
University of Minnesota-Duluth -- leads all rookies league-wide in 

average ice time (21:24) this season and has earned the approval of 
Doughty: 

Last year, it was Tobias Bjornfot who found himself thrust into the 
spotlight on L.A.’s blue line alongside Doughty, his three-game stint to 
start the season before being sent down to develop in the AHL leaving 
everyone excited about his future as a King. 

After starting this season with stints in the AHL and on L.A.’s taxi squad, 
Bjornfoot, 19, finally found himself back in the Kings’ lineup Thursday 
night against the San Jose Sharks and helped the club snap a five-game 
losing streak in the process. His season debut, which saw him on a 
second-pairing assignment alongside fellow rookie Kale Clague, brought 
his first career point (an assist) and his overall play made it clear that his 
season spent in the AHL last year was the right move for the 2019 first-
rounder. 

Whether he’s here to stay this time – and whether he’ll be reunited with 
Doughty as the Kings continue to mix and match d-men in an effort to 
find the veteran’s perfect partner – remains to be seen. 

Clague, 22, took a little extra time to develop since being drafted in the 
second round in 2016, and that patience is looking like it’s paying off. His 
ice time has climbed steadily over the course of his 11 games this 
season, and is even seeing time on the second power-play unit. 

Lesser known but also making the most of his NHL minutes is Austin 
Strand, a 23-year-old undrafted defenceman whose composure through 
his first four career NHL games was noted by head coach Todd 
McLellan. 

Penguins’ Joseph living up to expectations 

As one of the key pieces sent to Pittsburgh in the trade that dealt Phil 
Kessel to the Arizona Coyotes, Pierre-Oliver Joseph’s debut earlier this 
season came with higher-than-average expectations. 

Devils’ Smith still leading rookie d-men in scoring 

A COVID-19 breakout in the New Jersey Devils’ locker room as has held 
the club from playing since Jan. 31, but we cannot look at the NHL’s 
rookie defencemen without discussing Devils rearguard Ty Smith. The 
20-year-old still holds the league lead in points among first-year 
defenders with two goals and seven assists for eight points through nine 
games. 

So far, he’s lived up to all of them. The 2017 first-rounder made his NHL 
debut Jan. 22 against the New York Rangers after injuries opened the 
door for his arrival into the lineup. Eight games and five points later, it 
feels like a safe bet that he won’t be leaving. The 21-year-old is logging 
big minutes, including a whopping 25:58 on Jan. 1 and 26:14 two nights 
later, and is flexing his offensive muscles with a series of firsts: Joseph 
registered an assist in his NHL debut, tallied three helpers on Jan. 30 in 
his first career multi-point game, and scored his first goal Feb. 6. 

Rangers’ K’Andre Miller a true do-it-all defender 

On a team of young stars in New York, rookie defenceman K’Andre Miller 
stands out. In 12 games so far this season, the 2018 first-rounder is 
proving himself to be a true do-it-all defender. 

On any given night, the 21-year-old can be seen shutting down 
opponents’ top threats with pick-pocket plays and blocked shots, driving 
scoring chances from the blue line, unleashing his rocket of a shot, and 
even playing goalie… 

His first career NHL goal was a beauty: 

K'Andre Miller unloads shot from the point to score first NHL goal 

Miller wasn't considered a lock to make the roster out of camp, but his 
well-rounded game has made him not just a roster lock but someone 
head coach David Quinn is relying on more and more. Paired mostly with 
Jacob Trouba in a top-four role, Miller's ice time has seen a steady rise 
and is now surpassing 20 minutes most nights. 
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Oilers’ blue line getting crowded 

Like the Kings, the Edmonton Oilers are also seeing a youth surge on 
their blue line. Following strong rookie campaigns from Ethan Bear and 
Caleb Jones last year are two more rearguards vying for spots in the 
regular rotation this season: Evan Bouchard and William Lagesson. 

Style-wise, Bouchard and Lagesson are pretty different. Lagesson, in 
seven games, has fit into a more pure shut-down role while Bouchard’s 
offensive acumen has him earning looks on the power-play in his five 
games this season so far. 

Oilers' Lagesson building chemistry with fellow Swede Adam Larsson 

Both have been really impressive, which is making head coach Dave 
Tippett’s job tough when figuring out his nightly lineup on what has 
quickly become a crowded blue line – a story to watch in Edmonton in 
the weeks ahead. 
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TSN.CA / Late-blooming Leaf Holl earns team’s trust ‘against anyone’ 

Maple Leafs defenceman Justin Holl has four assists in five-on-five play 
this season – tied for second on the team – and is plus-6 while soaking 
up some tough assignments as his confidence grows with each game, 
Mark Masters writes. 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of Saturday 
night’s game against the Montreal Canadiens. 

With the score tied early in the third period on Wednesday, Leafs 
defenceman Justin Holl received a pass from John Tavares in the 
Montreal zone. William Nylander was open with his stick up and ready to 
one-time a pass. Holl noticed the winger out of the corner of his eye, but 
decided to try his own shot on Carey Price.  

"It was unbelievable," Nylander said with a laugh. "He can do that every 
time if he uncorks [it] like that." 

The goal was Holl's first since Feb. 27, 2020 although that one was an 
empty netter. So, this was the first time he beat a goalie since Nov. 13, 
2019.  

    JUSTIN HOLL   

    BLAST pic.twitter.com/sY5urYCYfr 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 11, 2021 

Holl has only fired 11 shots on net in 14 games this season, but the 29-
year-old is vowing to show off his slapper more often. 

"I've uncorked it now so there's no turning back," Holl declared 
Wednesday night. 

Holl was a second-round pick of the Chicago Blackhawks in 2010, but 
the smooth-skating righty didn't establish himself as an every-day NHLer 
until last season.  

"He's had a long journey to get here and his hard work has paid off, so 
it's fun to see he's playing so well," Nylander said. 

During the 2018-19 season, Holl sat as a healthy scratch 71 times with 
the Leafs.  

"Despite the fact he's had a very difficult road and had to exercise great 
patience whether in the American League or now in the NHL, he's 
remained confident in himself," said Leafs bench boss Sheldon Keefe, 
who also coached Holl with the AHL's Marlies from 2015 to 2018. "That's 
the biggest driver and it allowed him to remain focused and prepared 
when the opportunity did come."  

Holl is taking full advantage of his opportunity now. He's logging 21-and-
a-half minutes a game, which is up three minutes from last season. He's 
produced four assists in five-on-five play, which is tied with Nylander for 
second on the team behind only Mitch Marner. The late bloomer is plus-6 
while soaking up some tough assignments and looking more and more 
confident with each game.  

"Our whole team feels it," said Marner. "You can trust him on the ice 
against anyone. His speed and his stick have been, I'd say, one of the 
best on our team. On the [penalty] kill he's been huge, too. He's not 
afraid to block some big shots. He's had a hell of a start to the season." 

Holl also plays a key role in the dressing room. 

"He's very easygoing, very friendly," Keefe said. "Guys like being around 
him and he's good with everybody. He's just himself no matter the 
circumstances of what's happening with him and what's happening with 
the team, the season. He brings a lot to the spirit of our team." 

"We clicked right away," Marner said. "I knew what he was all about my 
first year. He's the same guy still now. He's got the same character. He 
hasn’t really changed too much and it's been fun seeing him grow on the 
ice and really take the role that he's got and run away with it." 

Marner on Holl: 'You can trust him on the ice against anyone' 

Justin Holl's defensive play has been receiving high praise to start the 
year and his teammates explain why they trust him to shut down anyone 
right now. Sheldon Keefe talks about Holl's journey to the NHL and why 
that has helped shape him into the player he is today. 

--- 

Holl and the rest of the Leafs blueliners are getting more help this year as 
the team embraces a more responsible style of play.  

"What we try to do is don't panic in the D-zone," Marner revealed. "Right 
now, what we're doing well in our D-zone is all five guys are coming back 
strong and staying in the middle. When we do get the puck, there's no 
panic. It's calmness. Everyone's talking to each other and trying to get 
out of the D zone [cleanly] and with the puck in our hands so we can try 
and make plays going the other way."  

The Canadiens fired 35 shots on net on Wednesday, but Keefe 
highlighted a different statistic post-game.  

"I had this as the lowest number of scoring chances we gave up in a 
game all season," the coach said. "We just didn't give them much at all." 

"We've kept things, for the most part, out of the middle," said 
defenceman Zach Bogosian. "We're tight through the middle. We like our 
chances when we keep the puck to the outside."  

--- 

Josh Anderson was one of the few Montreal players able to generate 
action around Toronto's crease. The winger scored the game's opening 
goal off a rush after delivering a big hit on Leafs defenceman Jake 
Muzzin in the neutral zone.  

"He's a big body that can skate with a ton of skill," noted Bogosian. "He 
plays mean. He finishes his checks. He's a really effective player." 

    Goal: J. Anderson (9) 

    Assist: J. Drouin (10), J. Muzzin (6) #GoHabsGo 
 @HeresYourReplay pic.twitter.com/mkljYOEIId 

    — Mike (@mikebrucePT) February 11, 2021 
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Nylander barely avoided a collision with Anderson in the first period.  

"He flies," Nylander said. "He's a big boy so, I mean, just try and get out 
of the way if he tries to hit you." 

Sometimes you have no choice, but to initiate contact with the 6-foot-3, 
226-pound native of Burlington, Ont.  

"On the forecheck, you just got to try and cut him off without getting any 
penalties and kind of slow him down so he's not coming in at full speed 
and making it hard on our D," said Marner.  

    The grittiest™ winger in the Canadian division and Josh Anderson 
pic.twitter.com/5VbSDWRkLM 

    — Net Front Nylander 2 (@nylander4hart2) February 11, 2021 

Anderson scored twice against the Leafs in the first game of the season.  

"He's good at taking the puck to the net and challenging D," said winger 
Zach Hyman, "so try to help the D out and cut the guy off so he's not 
flying 100 miles per hour on the forecheck." 

'He plays mean': Leafs doing their best to slow down Habs' Anderson 

Josh Anderson's size and skill make him difficult to contain and the 
Maple Leafs know they'll have to keep tabs on him when they face the 
Canadiens on Saturday night. 

--- 

Since the Leafs returned from their Alberta road trip, Nylander is goalless 
in four games with only five shots.  

"I always want to improve," the 24-year-old said when asked to assess 
his season. "I'm not really happy ever with my game." 

The biggest issue right now: a lack of offensive-zone time.   

"We haven't, as a line, been able to get in there as much," Nylander 
admitted. "And, obviously, I want to shoot the puck a lot more. I haven't 
been getting as many pucks to the net as I have before so that's 
something I want to improve on a lot." 

Nylander is averaging 1.9 shots per game this year, which is down from 
2.9 last season. 

'I want to shoot a lot more': Leafs’ Nylander never satisfied 

William Nylander admits that he's never really satisfied with his play and 
feels there's always room for improvement. He'd like to see his line 
spend more time in the offensive zone and would like to get more shots 
on net. 

 Ilya Mikheyev played primarily with Nylander and Tavares during the last 
two games. The second-year Russian scored his first goal of the year on 
Wednesday although it came when he was out for a shift with Alex 
Kerfoot and Hyman. 

"You see his speed," said Nylander. "He flies out there and is able to 
make some great plays and when you get that first one out of the way 
that's when the floodgates open." 

"It's great to see Mickey get one," said Tavares. "He must have had the 
most chances in the league without one yet so definitely great to see him 
get rewarded for the way he's been playing and the pressure he puts on 
the opponent." 

Leafs see plenty of offensive upside in hard-working Mikheyev 

On Wednesday night in Montreal, Ilya Mikheyev scored for the first time 
since suffering a wrist laceration on Dec. 27, 2019. "He must have had 
the most chances in the league without one," said John Tavares. The 
Leafs believe the second-year winger has plenty more to give offensively. 
"He's so fast," observed Auston Matthews. "He's had plenty of instances 
this season where he's just blown by defencemen." 

--- 

Auston Matthews had a chance to extend his eight-game goal streak late 
in Wednesday's game, but opted to pass to Hyman instead of taking aim 
at an empty net.  

"He makes an exceptional pass to Hyman to make sure we have the 
higher percentage shot to ice the game," Keefe said. "That is the perfect 
look into his mindset." 

    Zach Hyman puts it in the empty net   

    3rd point for Muzzin pic.twitter.com/7qyr5ooA9z 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 11, 2021 

That was only the latest example of how Matthews, at age 23, is helping 
set the tone for the team this season.  

"No matter what we have asked for from our team, Auston has decided 
he is going to lead the way in that regard," the coach said. "I think it 
started in the playoff series last year against Columbus. We didn't get the 
results that we wanted, but if you go back to that series and focus on him 
and the details — physically, blocking shots, working to come back to our 
end — he had all of those elements in his game. He has brought that to 
an even greater level." 

Matthews likes how Leafs weathered the storm in Montreal 

The Leafs overcame an early deficit to win a big game in Montreal on 
Wednesday night. "Weather the storm when you have to," said Auston 
Matthews when asked why Toronto has been able to win so many tight 
games. "That's what good teams do." What is Frederik Andersen 
noticing? "Just the patience in our game and that confidence that we 
don't have to force it." 

--- 

Joe Thornton (fractured rib on Jan. 20) and Nick Robertson (knee injury 
on Jan. 16) practised with the team for the second time this week as they 
continue to work their way back. 

"Today's practice was an important one for that process," Keefe said. "It 
looks like they got through it well, but I haven't talked to our trainers or 
doctors or anything in terms of what the next step is. It certainly looks as 
though it is on the horizon here." 

After Saturday's game against Montreal, the Leafs will hold a practice on 
Sunday before hosting the Ottawa Senators on Monday.  

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Hyman - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Mikheyev 

Vesey - Kerfoot - Engvall 

Petan - Boyd - Spezza  

Barabanov - Thornton - Robertson  

Brooks 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Lehtonen - Sandin  

Andersen  

Hutchinson  

Woll 

Power-play units at Friday's practice:  
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Rielly  

Matthews - Petan - Marner  

Hyman 

Brodie  

Nylander - Tavares - Spezza 

Mikheyev 
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USA TODAY / Winners and losers from NHL's first month: COVID-19 
causing chaos 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The NHL season starts its second month on Saturday, and one of the 
biggest stories has been a medical one. 

With the league opting to play at home arenas instead of in a bubble 
environment, COVID-19 has disrupted the season, forcing the 
postponement of 35 games. As of Friday morning, there are more than 
50 players on the COVID-19 protocol list (among reasons, initial positive 
test, showing symptoms or potential exposure to someone with a positive 
test).  

The Dallas Stars, Carolina Hurricanes, Vegas Golden Knights, New 
Jersey Devils, Buffalo Sabres, Minnesota Wild, Colorado Avalanche and 
Philadelphia Flyers have had extended time off. The Devils have had as 
many as 19 players at one time on the COVID-19 protocol list and the 
league revised its protocols then did it a second time. 

ON PAUSE:3-on-3 hockey league delays start plans until 2022 

Here are some of the winners and losers of the first month of the season:  

Winner: Tampa Bay Lightning 

If any team could be forgiven for having a Stanley Cup hangover, it was 
the Lightning after the news that leading scorer Nikita Kucherov would 
miss the regular season after hip surgery. But they sit atop the Central 
Division with a 9-2-1 record. In fact, they're off to a better start than last 
year, when they began 6-4-2. The improvement has come on the 
defensive side, as they've allowed 17 fewer goals. The offense has kept 
pace but faces another challenge with Steven Stamkos (14 points) and 
Anthony Cirelli (10) injured this week. "We’ve had success with guys 
going in and out before," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. "It’s tough 
initially, but we’ve got a good hockey team."  

Loser: Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins' playoff streak was already difficult to uphold with their core 
getting older and the Boston Bruins entering the division. Then they had 
to deal with the abrupt resignation of aggressive trader Jim Rutherford as 
GM for personal reasons. The Penguins went big with his replacement, 
adding GM Ron Hextall and president of hockey operations Brian Burke 
on Tuesday. They'll be tasked with going for it, but the team is tight 
against the cap and lacks a first-round pick to trade. Hextall has a 
reputation for building through the draft, so is this the offseason we see 
the Penguins reboot? 

Winner: Boston Bruins 

They could have had a tough start after the departures of defensemen 
Torey Krug and Zdeno Chara and the offseason surgeries of Brad 
Marchand (sports hernia) and David Pastrnak (hip). But they're 9-1-2 with 
defenseman Charlie McAvoy providing offense and topping 24 minutes a 

night. Marchand, who said he was playing at 80% last season, is flying 
out there, and Pastrnak had five goals in his first three games after his 
Jan. 30 return. 

Loser: Vancouver Canucks 

They lost Tyler Toffoli, Jacob Markstrom and Chris Tanev to free agency, 
and now have to face them nine or 10 times this season. Montreal's 
Toffoli has feasted on the Canucks with eight goals and three assists in 
five games against the team he played for briefly last season. Calgary's 
Markstrom is 3-0 against the Canucks, including a shutout. Vancouver is 
struggling after a strong postseason. 

Winner: Schedule makers 

Could also look at this as a "loser" as an adjusted schedule means 
COVID-19 issues. The stress level has to be immense. Usually the job is 
a one-off, get the schedule done in the summer, then tweak during the 
season for the occasional blizzard. But this season, the rescheduling has 
been constant (the Stars missed their first four games) and complicated. 
To make up for four games each by the Sabres and the Devils, the 
league had to reschedule 27 games in the East Division. With teams idle, 
the league is moving up later-season games to plug in the gaps. That 
flexibility will help because there's pressure to get the season done in the 
allotted time frame with broadcast partner NBC showing the Olympics 
during the summer. 

Loser: Testing issues 

The league said this season would be a learning curve, and testing has 
been one because it takes longer to get back results from the more-
accurate PCR testing. The Golden Knights had to pull a player midgame 
when his test came back positive. The Devils had four players in a game 
against Buffalo go on the protocol list the next day, and then the Sabres 
had issues. Same with the Wild and Avalanche. Detroit Red Wings coach 
Jeff Blashill is convinced his team's outbreak was the result of a game 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. “Carolina had guys that ultimately 
played with COVID,” he said. “That’s just the reality of the testing 
(results) being delayed." But the NHL is adjusting. It delayed the start of 
Thursday's Edmonton-Montreal game to make sure all Oilers tests were 
completed after one of their players went on protocol. And U.S.-based 
teams will start using rapid tests on game day in addition to the lab-
based PCR tests. 

Winner: Jack Roslovic 

The Columbus Blue Jackets and Winnipeg Jets traded unhappy players, 
with Pierre-Luc Dubois heading north and Patrik Laine and Roslovic 
going to Ohio. Roslovic, who signed a two-year deal, is averaging more 
than a point a game with his hometown team and had a highlight-reel 
goal on Feb. 8. "He's worked so hard to get to this point and now he's 
finally getting the chance he's been looking for ... and taking advantage," 
Laine said. 

Loser: Discipline issues 

Coaches and general managers have a tough enough time negotiating 
the coronavirus landscape. They don't need player discipline issues on 
top of that. The New York Rangers waived defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
after an altercation with a teammate. Dallas Stars goalie Anton Khudobin 
was benched one game for being late to practice. And the Washington 
Capitals were fined $100,000 when Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov, 
Dmitry Orlov and Ilya Samsonov violated protocols by gathering in a 
hotel room while not wearing masks. All four went on the protocol list, 
and Kuznetsov said he ended up with COVID-19 symptoms. "It's 
definitely not fun, and it's not easy days," he said. 

Winner: North Division stars 

Edmonton Oilers forwards Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, both 
former Hart Trophy winners, have combined for 54 points in 16 games. 
Both put together a recent 10-game point streak and Draisaitl had a six-
assist game. Toronto Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews put together 
an eight-game goal streak and linemate Mitch Marner has been held 
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without a point only three times. Eight of the league's top 10 goal scorers 
are from the division. 

Loser: Fantasy-team managers 

Postponed games aren't only affecting the teams with the contact tracing 
issues. Their opponents are idle, too. And with teams playing two- or 
three-game sets, a team's pause could wipe out days worth of fantasy 
production for leagues with weekly locks. 
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USA TODAY / 3ICE, 3-on-3 hockey league set to debut this summer, 
delays start plans until 2022 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

A 3-on-3 professional hockey league, 3ICE, will delay its inaugural 
season until 2022 because of fans' potential inability to attend games this 
year due to the pandemic.  

3ICE had been scheduled to begin play over the summer.  

"Having fans pack our arenas to experience the excitement and 
atmosphere is critical to 3ICE and without that, it's clear moving 2022 is 
the best course of action," the league said in a statement posted on its 
website. "We made this decision collectively with all of our partners, 
broadcasters, coaches, vendors, sponsors, players and agents and look 
forward to getting through this unique time."  

3ICE, which has branded itself as the "best part of hockey," has six 
hockey Hall of Famers coaching its eight teams.  

"We're out to promote and sell hockey at its purest," Bryan Trottier, who 
will be a coach in the league, told USA TODAY Sports in May. "It's gonna 
have its audience. In today’s wham-bam attention span world, I think the 
quickness, the idea of multiple games, the idea of short periods, action 
action, boom boom, it’s gonna grab a lot of eyeballs." 
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