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Boring but safer. How the Hurricanes are coping with NHL’s new COVID protocol changes.  

By Chip Alexander  

Sebastian Aho of the Carolina Hurricanes owns a house in 
North Raleigh but rarely ventures out. 

“I try to stay at home as much as I can,” Aho said on a recent 
media call. “I try to cook as much as I can and spend time 
with my girlfriend, play some PlayStation and stuff.  

“It’s pretty boring but it is what it is.” 

That’s the way the National Hockey League wants it: boring, 
but also safer during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Hurricanes have had COVID-19 issues that affected six 
players this season. That seemed a little excessive at the 
time, and the Canes had some games postponed and 
rescheduled, but the NHL COVID-19 protocol list on Friday 
included 18 New Jersey Devils players, almost an entire 
roster, and 12 Minnesota Wild players. 

This past week, the NHL and NHL Players Association 
approved new, tighter league restrictions in an effort to 
combat further spread of the coronavirus, attempt to alleviate 
COVID issues and hopefully keep the season on track. 

One is a stay-at-home measure for players except to attend 
practices and games, exercise outdoors, perform essential 
activities or deal with family and other emergencies. The 
directive also includes other household members, who are 
urged to stay home. 

The league has conducted daily, lab-based PCR testing for 
COVID-19. But the NHL also has begun providing each of 
the 24 U.S. teams with point of care (POC) rapid testing to 
be conducted on game days to all players and the team 
personnel who work around the bench areas during games. 

The Canes and their staff went through rapid testing 
Thursday before the game in Dallas against the Stars and 
will again Saturday. 

Coronavirus testing and protocols in the NHL 

Asked on his Friday media call how much lead time before a 
game he will be informed if a player tests positive and must 
be held out, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “Well, 
that’s a good question. I don’t know. No idea. 

“It just goes day to day. I get told go here for a test, go there 
for a test and go to the rink and try to do your job. That’s 
basically how it goes. Then you get up the next day and 
hope you get good news and you keep going.” 

Rapid testing results can be available in about a half-hour, 
the NHL says. The PCR tests generally take 12 to 24 hours 
for the results. Either way, the wait creates anxiety. 

Change will continue to be constant during this unusual, 
challenging season played in a pandemic. All team meetings 
are now virtual. New locker room configurations must be 
devised to keep players properly spaced. Players and staff 
have been told to wear KN95 facemasks.  

“We’ve just got to figure it out,” Brind’Amour said Friday. “We 
knew there were going to be curveballs every day and that’s 
kind of how it goes.” 

Clusters among teams lead to schedule changes 

The Stars were hit early when 17 players tested positive for 
COVID-19 before the season began, causing some quick 
NHL schedule adjustments. The Canes got through training 
camp with no problems, then had captain Jordan Staal go on 
the NHL COVID protocol list on Jan. 15, a day after the 
Canes’ first game, at Detroit. 

Staal later said he was not sure how he contracted the virus, 
but he soon was joined on the protocol list by defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin and forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan 
Martinook, Warren Foegele and Jesper Fast. Like Staal, they 
were put in quarantine and isolation. 

“No one wants to be ‘that guy’ and clearly that was me for 
the most part bringing it into the room,” Staal said on a media 
call Jan. 26, when he first returned to practice. 

The Canes have everyone back and playing, but center 
Vincent Trocheck said games on the road can have the feel 
of being isolated. 

“The road has been a bit different than it was,” Trocheck said 
Friday. “You can’t really leave the hotel and you’re kind of 
locked in your room.” 

It’s not a “bubble” but close to one, at least on the road. The 
NHL wants it, and needs it, that way.
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Hurricanes trade Ryan Dzingel to Ottawa Senators for Cedric Paquette, Alex Galchenyuk  

By Chip Alexander  

Ryan Dzingel, a forward who never completely fit into the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ system with any success, has been 
traded to the Ottawa Senators, the Canes announced 
Saturday. 

The Canes acquired forwards Cedric Paquette, who helped 
the Tampa Bay Lightning win the Stanley Cup in 2020, and 
Alex Galchenyuk from the Senators. 

“It’s tough any time you make a trade, especially on a game 
day,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Saturday after a 4-
3 shootout win over the Dallas Stars. “Dzingel was a good 
player for us. It just wasn’t the right fit as far as finding him 
the right role. Nothing against him. I thought when we did 
have him in the right role, he was fine. 

“I think these are the kind of trades that help both teams. In 
Paquette, we’re getting a fourth-line, probably center role, 
just to help out where we’re kind of missing there.” 

In another transaction later Saturday, the Canes traded 
forward Gregory Hofmann to the Columbus Blue Jackets for 
a seventh-round draft pick in 2022. Hofmann, drafted by 

Carolina in 2011, has been playing in the Swiss National 
League, 

Paquette, 27, has scored one goal in nine games with the 
Senators this season. He played in all 25 postseason games 
for the Lightning in 2020, with three assists.  

Paquette has 48 goals and 38 assists in 386 career NHL 
games with the Lightning and Senators. He also has 12 
points (5 goals, 7 assists) in 91 career NHL playoff games, 
all with Tampa Bay.  

Galchenyuk, 27, scored one goal in eight games with Ottawa 
this season. The 6-1, 207-pound forward has 321 points (136 
goals, 185) assists) in 557 career NHL games with Montreal, 
Arizona, Pittsburgh, Minnesota and Ottawa.  

Dzingel, 28, is a former seventh-round draft pick by the 
Senators. In 75 games with the Canes, he had 10 goals and 
23 assists after being signed as a free agent on July 12, 
2019. 

The Canes will pick up $675,000 in salary cap space with the 
trade.

 

Observations from the Hurricanes’ 4-3 shootout win over the Dallas Stars  

By Chip Alexander  

For a few minutes, it seemed to be slipping away for the 
Canes. The Stars scored late in regulation Saturday, tying 
the score 3-3, forcing overtime. Would the Canes let a 
second point slip away? 

Not this night. The Canes dominated the overtime, Dougie 
Hamilton nearly winning it in the final seconds. And goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic did the rest in the shootout, denying Jason 
Robertson, poking the puck away from Joe Pavelski and 
then stopping Denis Gurianov for the 4-3 win at American 
Airlines Center. 

It was Nedeljkovic’s first NHL shootout win. It also gave the 
Canes (9-3-0) their first win in the second game of a two-
game road set this season as Vincent Trocheck scored the 
only shootout goal. 

“Some guys like to do some pre-scouting on guys and their 
moves,” Nedeljkovic said of shootouts. “To me, at the end of 
the day, I just have to react.” He reacted well -- in the 
shootout, to the moment. 

-- Filthy, nasty, crafty. That might be the best way to describe 
Trocheck’s winning shootout shot, the right-handed shooting 
center skating in from left to right, only to roof a backhander 
past goalie Jake Oettinger. 

“I’ve seen that a time or two. He’s pretty good at it,” 
Nedeljkovic said. “I can honestly say I’m not too sure what 
he’s going to do when he comes and practices on me. It was 
nice to watch. It was special.” 

Trocheck now has scored on 16 of 41 career shots in 
shootouts (39 percent) and has 10 game-deciding goals.  

-- The wait is over Teuvo Teravainen. The forward was on 
the COVID protocol list. Sebastian Aho said he was sick. 
However serious the symptoms, No. 86 did not have a point 
since returning from quarantine until Saturday. 

But just after a Canes power play expired, Martin Necas 
found Teravainen open with a cross-ice pass and Teravainen 
buried a shot with seconds left in the second period. The 
sense of relief, for Teravainen and his teammates, was 
evident.  

“We want to get ‘Turbo’ going and it was just a matter of 
time,” forward Jordan Martinook said. “He had the COVID 
break and you’re just trying to get your timing back and 
feeling good.” 

-- Cedric Paquette is quite the trade pickup, making the 
Canes even stronger and tougher at center. Some called him 
the “Dump Truck” in Tampa Bay. Nothing fancy but he gets 
the job done. And can hit like, yep, a truck. 

“He was the guy who was the energy guy in Tampa every 
time you played them,” Martinook said. “He was in on the 
forecheck and he hits and he plays that hard-nosed game. If 
you have that heavy fourth line that’s something that is 
crucial. Espeically in a shortened season it’s nice to have the 
guys who can take a load off the high-end guys when you’re 
playing every other night.” 

-- I think we can all agree: “Quickie” is a great nickname for 
Jesper Fast.  

--- It took Brett Pesce a while to finally commit to shoulder 
surgery but he did a year ago and the defenseman has been 
the Canes’ best this season. Smart, tough, mobile, frisky. 
Great stick.  
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It’s easy thinking back to a few years ago. Pesce had taken a 
shot off his ankle in a game and was badly limping the next 
day as he slowly walked to his car at Raleigh Center Ice. 

Asked if he was playing the next night, he said, “Oh, yeah.” 
And he did.

 

 

 
Hurricanes get deeper down the middle, trade for Cedric Paquette 

Carolina also acquired Alex Glachenyuk in exchange for 
winger Ryan Dzingel 

By Cory Lavalette 

In Thursday’s game in Dallas, Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour shortened his bench at the start of the third 
period in a tie game, leaving rookie center Morgan Geekie to 
watch as Carolina scored the go-ahead goal and limited the 
Stars en route to a 4-3 win. 

“We had some tough matchups, and I just wanted to make 
sure I didn’t get caught on one,” Brind’Amour said. 

Given that Geekie has just 11 games of NHL experience and 
the Stars are loaded with veteran talent, it wasn’t a surprise 
that Brind’Amour decided to rely on his more experienced 
top three centers in a tight game. 

Going forward, he shouldn’t have to worry much about 
inexperience on the fourth line. 

Carolina acquired centers Cedric Paquette and Alex 
Galchenyuk from Ottawa on Saturday in exchange for winger 
Ryan Dzingel, adding a Stanley Cup-winning fourth-line 
center while saving money against the cap. 

All three players in the deal are in the final year of their 
contracts and eligible for unrestricted free agency after the 
season. 

Dzingel, 28, is in the second year of a two-year contract he 
signed with Carolina in 2019 that costs $3.375 million against 
the salary cap. He earns $3.5 million this season. 

Paquette and Galchenyuk, both 27, carry a combined $2.7 
million cap hit. Paquette’s salary and cap hit are $1.65 
million, while Galchenyuk is on a one-year deal worth $1.05 
million. The trade saves Carolina $675,000 against the cap. 

While Galchenyuk is the former third overall pick (Montreal, 
2012), Paquette is the player Carolina coveted in the deal. 
The Gaspe, Quebec, native was a key role player on the 
Lightning last season, helping Tampa Bay to the franchise’s 
second Stanley Cup. He played all 25 playoff games with the 
Lightning and had 18 points (seven goals, 11 assists) in 61 
regular season games last year. 

Tampa Bay’s cap crunch led the Lightning to trade Paquette 
— a 2012 fourth-round pick by the team — along with 

Braydon Coburn and a draft pick to Ottawa in December. He 
had one goal in nine games with the Senators. 

Saturday’s trade brings Paquette back to a Cup contender 
and into the same division with his former team. Carolina is 
8-3-0 heading into Saturday’s game at Dallas, while the 
Lightning are 9-2-1. The Senators, playing in Winnipeg on 
Saturday afternoon just after news of the trade broke, are a 
league-worst 2-12-1. 

The addition of Paquette not only gives Carolina more 
experience down the middle, but he brings needed grit to a 
lineup that has lacked it. 

“He can play against other teams’ good lines,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said of Paquette early last season when 
the center was injured. “We trust him throwing him over the 
boards on D-zone faceoffs. … You take him off and you don’t 
realize how much you miss him until he’s gone.” 

Paquette has 48 goals and 86 points in 386 career regular 
season games, and added five goals and 12 points in 91 
career playoff games. He never cracked 20 points in six full 
NHL seasons, but he did have a career-high 13 goals in 
2018-19. He led the Lightning in hits each of the last two 
seasons and was a frequent penalty killer throughout his 
career in Tampa Bay. He has seven career shorthanded 
goals, one of which came in the postseason. 

“Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley 
Cup with Tampa Bay last season,” Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said in a press release. “We’re 
excited to add both of these players to our forward group.” 

The Hurricane also added Galchenyuk, a one-time 30-goal 
scorer who is now with his fourth team since the start of last 
season. Galchenyuk was selected third overall by Montreal 
in 2012 and jumped right to the NHL. He had at least 44 
points in four of his six seasons with the Canadiens, 
including a career-high 56 in 2015-16 when he scored 30 
goals, but was traded to Arizona for Max Domi before the 
2018-19 season. 

He spent just one year with the Coyotes, scoring 19 goals 
with 41 points, before being traded again — this time to 
Pittsburgh as part of the deal that sent Phil Kessel to 
Arizona. Just over seven months later he was on the move 
yet again, this time to Minnesota as part of the package that 
went to the Wild for Jason Zucker. He signed as a free agent 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 14, 2021 

 

with Ottawa in the offseason but had just one goal in eight 
games. 

Galchenyuk likely has an uphill climb to find his way into 
Carolina’s lineup and was likely included to balance out the 
salaries exchanged. Given that both players are coming from 
Canada, the Hurricanes will likely have a short wait for their 
new players to join the team. 

As for Dzingel, he never found the scoring success he had in 
Ottawa where he was a seventh-round pick in 2011. Dzingel 
turned down a five-year, $25 million contract extension to 
stay in Ottawa in 2019, leading to him being traded to 
Columbus at the trade deadline. 

One source said Dzingel was unhappy in Ottawa despite his 
success there on the ice, which is why he turned down the 
deal. He had eight goals and 21 assists in 64 games for 
Carolina last year but had mostly been in a fourth-line role 
this season. He had two goals and two assists in 11 games. 

The Hurricanes made a second, albeit smaller, trade 
Saturday, sending longtime prospect Gregory Hofmann to 
Columbus in exchange for the Blue Jackets’ seventh-round 
pick in the 2022 draft. The 28-year-old speedy Swiss forward 
never signed a contract with Carolina but his rights remained 
with the team because of a lack of transfer agreement 
between the NHL and Switzerland.

 

Hurricanes stay stingy in shootouts, complete sweep of Stars 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes allowed a late goal that forced 
overtime Saturday in Dallas, but the team kept up its 
shootout mastery with a win on a Vincent Trocheck goal in 
the final round. Alex Nedeljkovic stopped all three shots he 
faced in the shootout to earn his first win of the season. 

Jordan Martinook and Teuvo Teravainen scored their first 
goals of the season for Carolina, and Jordan Staal scored 
again for his fourth of the year. Carolina improved to 9-3-0 on 
the season, tied with Florida with 18 points for second in the 
Central Division. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The big news of the day was Carolina’s trade. The 
Hurricanes shipped Ryan Dzingel back to Ottawa in 
exchange for agitating fourth-line center Cedric Paquette and 
Alex Galchenyuk. Galchenyuk may never see the ice for 
Carolina, but Paquette solidifies the Hurricanes on the fourth 
line and also adds much-needed sandpaper to its lineup. 

“I’m not a big fan of Cedric Paquette playing against him,” 
Hurricanes defenseman Jake Gardiner, who had two assists 
Saturday, said after the win. “So it’s usually a good sign for a 
teammate. To have a guy like that is gonna be huge for us.” 

To paraphrase what Eric Lindros once said about playing on 
Team Canada with Brendan Shanahan and Claude Lemieux, 
“Any player I hate playing against I’d love to have as a 
teammate.” The Hurricanes will love the addition of Paquette 
— and their opponents will hate it. 

2. The Hurricanes added a bit of the Lightning’s Stanley Cup 
pedigree with the addition of Paquette. They also, quite 
frankly, look a bit like Tampa Bay on the ice. 

There are times when Carolina seems a step behind, as was 
the case much of Saturday, but the team’s quick-strike attack 
is reminiscent of the Lightning and what makes them so 
dangerous. 

The Hurricanes were on the ropes in Dallas, heading into the 
game’s final 23 minutes with a 1-0 deficit and not much to be 
excited about. And then boom — three goals in under five 
minutes of game time. Two came at the end of the second, 
the other at the start of the third. While the Stars clawed back 

to tie it, as good teams will do, Carolina dominated overtime 
and then won in the shootout. 

“We weren’t really clicking,” Gardiner said. “We were a little 
off. But good teams find a way to win. There was a shift that, 
I think it might have been (Steven) Lorentz’s line, got us 
going a little bit, got us some energy. And we got a few goals 
at the end of the second period that propelled us in this 
victory.” 

The Lightning often seem like they’re toying with their 
opponents, picking their moments to take over a game. 
Carolina isn’t there yet, but there are flashes of that same 
swagger. 

3. What a relief it must be for Teravainen and the Hurricanes 
for him to get his first goal of the year. It’s been a dreadful 
start to the 2020-21 season for Teravainen, who came into 
the game with just two assists in eight games and missed 
time with COVID-19. 

Things were continuing to look down for Teravainen on 
Saturday when he failed to get the puck out of the Carolina 
zone, leading to the first goal of the game in the second 
period by Dallas’ Jason Dickinson. 

But his fortunes — like that of the Hurricanes — seemed to 
change late in the period. Carolina got the equalizer at 17:29 
of the middle frame on a redirection by Martinook, then Staal 
quickly drew a penalty while crashing the net. 

Martin Necas — back after missing two games with an injury 
— made a perfect cross-ice pass to the back door that 
Teravainen wedged in just as the power play expired to give 
Carolina its first lead of the night. 

“We want to get Turbo going,” Martinook said. “It’s just a 
matter of time. Obviously, with the COVID break … you’re 
just trying to get your timing back and feeling good. It’s 
definitely nice to see Turbo get one and hopefully there’ll be 
a lot more to come, and I have no doubt in my mind that will 
be the case.” 

Number To Know 

792 — Days since Carolina lost in a shootout. The last time 
the Hurricanes were beaten in the shootout was Dec. 14, 
2018, Brind’Amour’s first season as coach. That one went six 
rounds, with Jakub Vrana scoring for the Capitals to win it 
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after Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom and Carolina’s Dougie 
Hamilton each scored in the fourth round. Scott Darling was 
in net for the Hurricanes in the 6-5 loss, his final game with 
Carolina. 

The Hurricanes have now won nine straight shootouts and 
are 3-0 this season. 

They Said It 

“It wasn’t our best game, but at the end of the day, we got 
the win. So it’s nice to leave here with four points, that’s for 
sure.” 

— Jordan Martinook on sweeping the two games in Dallas 
before heading back to Raleigh for five straight home games. 

Plus 

Jake Gardiner, Hurricanes defenseman — The Gardiner 
Redemption Tour continues. The defenseman has found his 
place in the Carolina system and continues to contribute, 
specifically offensively. 

He made a perfect feed to Martinook for his redirection goal 
to get Carolina on the board, then had a secondary assist on 
Teravainen’s goal. On a night when the Hurricanes were 
buried on possession, Gardiner was a team-best 68.2% 

Corsi For and also led Carolina in on-ice scoring chances 
with nine while also being on for just three Stars chances. 

“Last year I think we were we weren’t on the same page, and 
I would say this year we are and we’re kind of reading off 
each other well,” Gardiner said. “It’s been a good start for the 
team and myself as well.” 

Minus 

Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes center — Aho was kicking 
himself late in the third period after his pass attempt to 
Teravainen with the Dallas net empty was deflected and led 
to the Stars’ tying goal with 40 seconds left. 

Dallas defenseman Miro Heiskanen’s sweep check of the 
pass sent the Stars — up two skaters because goalie Jake 
Oettinger (18 saves) was on the bench for an extra attacker 
and Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov was in the penalty box — 
up the ice with numbers. Joe Pavelski’s shot from the top of 
the right circle beat Nedeljkovic’s glove cleanly, securing a 
point for the Stars. 

The Hurricanes certainly could have used a save on the play 
— Nedeljkovic (26 saves) said he’d “like to have back” both 
of Dallas’ two goals in the final 12 minutes — but the 
opportunity doesn’t happen without the Aho turnover.

 

 

Recap: Canes Top Stars in Shootout 

Canes take the extra point in 4-3 win 

By Michael Smith 

DALLAS - For the fourth time in as many games this season, 
the Carolina Hurricanes topped the Dallas Stars. A shootout 
was required to settle the score on Saturday night, and the 
Canes came away with the extra point in the 4-3 final, as the 
Canes won the second game of a two-game set on the road 
for the first time this season. 

Key Moments 

Shootout Prowess 

Alex Nedeljkovic first turned aside Jason Robertson with his 
stick. Then, he poke checked Joe Pavelski, who scored the 
game-tying goal with 39.5 seconds left in regulation. Finally, 
Nedeljkovic denied Denis Gurianov and pumped his fists, as 
his teammates spilled over the boards to celebrate the 
victory. 

"You've just got to focus and take it one guy at a time," 
Nedeljkovic said after his first win of the season and third of 
his NHL career. "You just have to react. You don't know what 
they're going to do or what they're thinking." 

"They have some high-end players coming in on him, and he 
was right there with him the whole way," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "He was, I think, the difference in the 
game tonight." 

In the second round of the shootout, Vincent Trocheck went 
forehand-backhand to beat Jake Oettinger, the deciding goal 
in the game. 

"I've seen that a time or two. He's pretty good at it," 
Nedeljkovic chuckled. "That was something really nice to 
watch. It was special." 

Salvaging the Second 

The Canes' second period wasn't good until it was. 

In fact, through nearly the first 17 minutes of the period, the 
Canes had put just two shots on Oettinger. 

And then it all changed with a shift from the fourth line. 

The Canes controlled the puck in the offensive zone, working 
it down low and then back up to the point where Jake 
Gardiner walked it in. He lifted his right skate as if he were 
going to fire off a wrister but instead caressed a pass to 
Jordan Martinook in the slot. Martinook turned his blade to 
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send the puck on net, as it skittered along the ice, past 
Jordan Staal's screen at the top of the crease and through 
Oettinger's five hole. 

"He got us back in the game," Brind'Amour said of 
Martinook. "We were kind of going nowhere in that game, 
and they got the tide changed for us. It was a huge goal." 

Late in the second, at the conclusion of the Canes' second 
power play of the game, Martin Necas wired a gorgeous 
cross-ice feed to Teuvo Teravainen, who netted his first of 
the year on the one-time attempt, the puck roofed past 
Oettinger's bare blocker-hand attempt at snagging the frozen 
biscuit. 

"We weren't really clicking. We were a little off, but good 
teams find a way to win," Gardiner said. "Got us a few goals 
at the end of the second period that propelled us in this 
victory." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Jordan Staal 

There's no stopping the run Jordan Staal is on right now, 
especially when he's being fed passes like the one Andrei 
Svechnikov put on his tape. On the power play in the third 
period, Svechnikov fetched a rebound below the goal line 
and circled around the back of the cage, then finding his 
captain open in the slot for the one-time finish. 

The goal was Staal's second in as many games, and he now 
has 12 points (4g, 8a) in nine games since returning from the 
COVID-19 Protocol list. 

Minus: Giving up the lead in the third 

The Stars erased a 3-1 deficit in the third period to earn a 
point in the contest. Jason Robertson scored at the 8:22 
mark of the third to bring the Stars within a goal. Then, late in 
regulation, an unfortunate sequence of events transpired, 
leading to the game-tying goal. First was a questionable 
penalty call on Svechnikov, who was given two minutes for 

roughing for nothing more than a heavy check on Justin 
Dowling. Then, on the 6-on-4 penalty kill, Sebastian Aho had 
a look at the empty net - or at least an opportunity to get the 
puck deep at the blue line. He instead attempted a pass, and 
the Stars took the puck the other way, where Pavelski fired 
the tying goal past Nedeljkovic. 

"It was an intense game. They came out firing," Nedeljkovic 
said. "It's frustrating to give up two late goals like that, 
probably both of them honestly I'd like to have back." 

But, hey, a win's a win, and the Canes are leaving Dallas 
with four of a possible four points from the series. 

Jaccob Slavin Doing Jaccob Slavin Things 

A 3-on-1 for the Stars? No problem for Jaccob Slavin, who 
raced all the way back down the ice to nudge Jamie Benn off 
the puck - and avoid taking a penalty in the process. Stick 
tap to Staal for the extra little speed boost. 

Stats Pack 

9: The Canes have won their last nine shootouts, a streak 
dating back to March 2019. 

18: With 18 points (9-3-0), the Canes are off to their second-
best start through 12 games in franchise history. 

1: For the first time in four tries this season, the Canes won 
the second game of a two-game set on the road (1-3-0). 

Quote of the Night 

"You look at the skill on our team. It translates pretty good to 
overtime and the shootout. You ask any guy in our room, and 
we want to finish it before that. … It's definitely nice to get 
that extra point. It's nice to have the skilled guys go out there 
and do their thing." - Jordan Martinook 

Up Next 

It's (finally) time for the Canes to head home, where they'll 
play five games in eight days at PNC Arena. 
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Paquette, Galchenyuk traded to Hurricanes by Senators for Dzingel 

Ottawa reacquires forward in deal 

Cedric Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk were traded to the 
Carolina Hurricanes by the Ottawa Senators for Ryan 
Dzingel on Saturday. 

The trade was announced shortly before the Senators won 
2-1 at the Winnipeg Jets. The Hurricanes played at the 
Dallas Stars later Saturday. 

Dzingel was selected by the Senators in the seventh round 
(No. 204) of the 2011 NHL Draft and the forward played four 
seasons for them (2015-19). 

"It's great," Ottawa forward Colin White said of Dzingel 
returning. "It was awesome dealing with him as a younger 
player in the League, and to have him back now is going to 
be awesome. I shot him a text here just after the game and 
he's super excited to get back too. It'll be fun to have him 
back on our team. He's a great kid." 

Dzingel scored four points (two goals, two assists) in 11 
games this season. He has scored 171 points (76 goals, 95 
assists) in 343 regular-season games with the Hurricanes, 
Senators and Columbus Blue Jackets, and four points (three 
goals, one assist) in 28 Stanley Cup Playoff games.  

Paquette scored one goal in nine games this season. The 
forward was acquired by Ottawa on Dec. 27 with 
defenseman Braydon Coburn in a trade with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Selected in the fourth round (No. 101) of the 2012 NHL Draft, 
Paquette has scored 86 points (48 goals, 38 assists) in 386 
regular-season games with the Senators and Lightning, and 
12 points (five goals, seven assists) in 91 playoff games. 

"Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley 
Cup with Tampa Bay last season," Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said. "We're excited to add both of 
these players to our forward group." 

Galchenyuk, a forward who signed a one-year contract Oct. 
28, scored one goal in eight games this season. 

The No. 3 pick in the 2012 draft, Galchenyuk has scored 321 
points (136 goals, 185 assists) in 557 regular-season games 
with the Senators, Minnesota Wild, Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Arizona Coyotes and Montreal Canadiens, and 13 points 
(four goals, nine assists) in 32 playoff games. 

"It's hard with this COVID lineup," Ottawa coach D.J. Smith 
said. "You have so many bodies and guys don't get in to 
play. Two guys go out that hopefully get an opportunity 
somewhere else, and Ryan Dzingel, who the fans know, will 
give us some much-needed speed and be able to push some 
guys for minutes, and make us a bit of a faster club. ... 

"It's a tough situation for [Galchenyuk] because we have 
young guys in front of him that I feel that I have to develop 
and give opportunities to. And obviously we want young guys 
to work for everything they get, but in saying that, a guy like 
[Tim] Stutzle and Brady [Tkachuk] on the left side, and then 
you've got Nick Paul who's been arguably one of our best 
players wire to wire, those are three guys who were ahead of 
him on the left side." 

Paquette, Galchenyuk and Dzingel will each have to satisfy 
quarantine requirements before being available to play due 
to coronavirus issues related to the United States-Canada 
border.
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Hurricanes recover, sweep two-game set from Stars with shootout win 

Nedeljkovic makes 26 saves for Carolina, which extends 
Dallas' skid to five 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Jordan Martinook, Teuvo Teravainen and Jordan Staal 
scored, and the Carolina Hurricanes swept a two-game set 
with the Dallas Stars with a 4-3 shootout win at American 
Airlines Center in Dallas on Saturday. 

Vincent Trocheck scored in the shootout for the Hurricanes 
(9-3-0), who have won all four games against the Stars this 
season. 

"It probably wasn't our best game, but at the end of the day 
we got the win," Martinook said. "It's nice to come out of here 
with four points, that's for sure. This is a season where every 
point is crucial." 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 26 saves and didn't allow a goal in 
the shootout. It was his first win of the season and third in the 
NHL in eight games (3-3-1). 

"Tonight he looked solid and, obviously, the shootout, that's 
tough," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "They've got 
some high-end players coming in on him. I think he was the 
difference in the game tonight." 

Jason Dickinson and Jason Robertson scored for the Stars 
(5-3-4), who have not won in five games (0-2-3). Jake 
Oettinger made 18 saves.  

Joe Pavelski's wrist shot off a pass from Jamie Benn on the 
power play with 40 seconds left in the third period tied it 3-3. 

"Did we play well enough to win that game? Yeah. Are we 
throwing points away? Yeah, we are," Dallas coach Rick 
Bowness said. "We're outplaying teams and giving away 
points, so that has to correct itself here. We're going to need 
more from everyone to make that balance swing in our 
favor." 

Dickinson gave Dallas a 1-0 lead at 5:49 of the second 
period. Nedeljkovic saved Andrew Cogliano's shot through 
traffic, but Dickinson scored with a backhand on the rebound. 

Martinook's first goal of the season tied the game 1-1 at 
17:29. He scored on a redirection in the slot off a pass from 
Jake Gardiner. 

"We weren't really clicking," Gardiner said. "We were a little 
off, but good teams find a way to win." 

Teravainen made it 2-1 when he took a cross-ice pass from 
Martin Necas and scored into an open net from the left circle 
at 19:53. 

Andrei Svechnikov passed from behind the net to Jordan 
Staal in the slot for a power-play goal that pushed Carolina's 
lead to 3-1 at 2:06 of the third period. John Klingberg was 
serving a tripping penalty. 

"Right after you give up a goal you want to have a strong 
shift," Klingberg said. "I [took] a penalty. So that's what 
happened. They scored another goal." 

Robertson one-timed a pass from Roope Hintz from the top 
of the left circle to get Dallas within 3-2 at 8:22. 

The tying goal was set up by a remarkable defensive play. 
With Sebastian Aho leading a 2-on-1 toward the Stars' empty 
net, Dallas defenseman Miro Heiskanen spun to his 
backhand and broke up Aho's pass with a no-look sweep of 
his stick that transitioned the puck to Klingberg. 

"He swings his stick in the (passing) lane. That's something 
that only Miro is doing," Klingberg said. "Then we were able 
to go the other way, and it was an unreal shot by [Pavelski] 
as well." 

The shootout was Nedeljkovic's first in the NHL. 

"It's frustrating to give up two late goals like that," 
Nedeljkovic said. "Probably both of them, honestly, I would 
like to have back. But to be able to just get the win, it's just 
finding ways to get that extra point." 

NOTES: Prior to the game, the Hurricanes acquired forwards 
Cedric Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk in a trade with the 
Ottawa Senators for forward Ryan Dzingel. … Necas played 
17:41 after missing three games with an upper-body injury. 
… Carolina had a season-low 21 shots. … Brock McGinn 
had his four-game goal streak end. … Pavelski leads the 
NHL with seven power-play goals, one more than he scored 
in 67 games last season.
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Senators acquire Dzingel from Carolina for 2 forwards 

OTTAWA (AP) — The Ottawa Senators acquired forward 
Ryan Dzingel from the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday for 
forwards Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette. 

Dzingel, drafted by the Senators in the seventh round in 
2011, had two goals and two assists in 11 games with the 
Hurricanes this season. He has 171 points (76 goals, 95 
assists) in 343 career NHL games with Ottawa, Columbus 
and Carolina. 

Galchenyuk, 27, scored one goal in eight games for the 
Senators, while Paquette, also 27, had one goal in nine 
games. 

Galchenyuk has 321 points (136, 185) over 557 career 
games with five teams. Paquette has 86 points (48-38) in 
386 career games with the Senators and Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

“Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley 
Cup with Tampa Bay last season,” Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said in a release. “We’re excited to 
add both of these players to our forward group.” 

Dzingel will have to quarantine for 14 days before he can 
play for Ottawa due to COVID-19 protocols.

 

Hurricanes beat West champ Stars again with 4-3 SO victory 

By Schuyler Dixon 

DALLAS (AP) — Vincent Trocheck scored the only goal in 
the shootout after Joe Pavelski tied it for Dallas late in 
regulation, and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Stars 4-3 on 
Saturday night for their fourth win in four tries this season 
against the defending Western Conference champions. 

Dallas has just one win in eight games since sweeping a 
four-game homestand to start the season. Two of Carolina’s 
four victories over the Stars have been in regulation, the 
other two in shootouts — one each at home and on the road. 

Carolina finished another two-game sweep of Dallas after 
winning the first game and losing the second in consecutive 
sets at Chicago and Columbus. 

“The fact that we figured it out, I don’t even know if we 
figured it out, it’s just that we came out with a win,” said 
Jordan Martinook, who gave Carolina its first lead with just 
his third goal in 54 games over the past two seasons. “It 
wasn’t our best game, but at the end of the game we got the 
win.”  

The Hurricanes looked like they had the win in regulation 
when Sebastian Aho broke free with an empty net in front of 
him and a 2-on-1 with Dallas trying to get even on a power 
play with a 6-on-4 advantage in the final minute. 

Standout young Dallas defenseman Miro Heiskanen reached 
behind with his stick in his own zone when Aho tried to pass, 
and the deflection created a transition chance going the 
other way. 

Pavelski beat Alex Nedeljkovic with his NHL-leading seventh 
power-play goal on a feed from Jamie Benn with 40 seconds 
remaining after the Stars had pulled rookie goalie Jake 
Oettinger and gone another man up on Andrei Svechnikov’s 
roughing penalty. 

“He knows all the way where the guy is behind him, and he 
swings his stick in the way,” fellow defenseman John 
Klingberg said of Heiskanen. “That’s something only Miro is 
doing. He’s really good with his stick.” 

Pavelski was among three Dallas skaters to get stopped by 
Nedeljkovic in the shootout. His stop on Denis Gurianov 
sealed the win after Trocheck beat Oettinger.  

Carolina trailed 1-0 in the second before Teuvo Teravainen 
and Martinook scored their first goals of the season. Jordan 
Staal’s power-play goal early in the third period made it 3-1. 

The Stars gave themselves a chance late with Jason 
Robertson’s second career goal about eight minutes after 
Staal’s fourth goal of the season. 

Nedeljkovic made 26 saves for his first win in his second 
start as the backup to James Reimer, who has the other 
three victories over Dallas. 

“He hadn’t played in so long, so that first game I thought that 
got the rust out and he was actually fine in that game,” coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Tonight he looked solid. Good all the 
way around. He was, I think, the difference in the game 
tonight.” 

The Stars forced the shootout with a 4-on-3 penalty kill in the 
final 40 seconds of overtime after Blake Comeau was called 
for elbowing. Dougie Hamilton hit the post with about 11 
seconds to go.  

Oettinger, getting the start over Anton Khudobin, even 
though Dallas’ No. 1 goalie has played just once in 10 days, 
had 18 stops while dropping to 2-0-3 in his rookie season. 

Dallas’ Jason Dickinson opened the scoring when he 
backhanded a rebound past Nedeljkovic after the goalie 
made a pad save on a redirect from Andrew Cogliano.  

ON THEIR WAY 
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Forwards Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette were 
among Carolina’s scratches after they were acquired from 
Ottawa in a trade earlier in the day. Galchenyuk, the No. 3 
overall pick in the 2012 draft, has 321 points (136 goals, 185 
assists) in 557 career games with five teams. 

EVEN-STRENGTH, SORT OF 

Martinook’s goal came when he deflected Jake Gardiner’s 
pass between Oettinger’s legs for a 1-1 tie not long before 
Klingberg was called for tripping with slightly more than two 
minutes left in the second.  

Just as the power play — and the second period — was 
ending, Martin Necas found Teravainen alone in the left 
circle. It counted as an even-strength goal with seven 
seconds to go in the period even though the Stars still had 
just four players in their defensive zone. 

WHAT’S NEXT 

The Hurricanes open a five-game homestand Monday 
against Columbus. 

The Stars are halfway through an eight-game homestand, 
their longest of the season, with Nashville coming next for a 
back-to-back starting Monday.

 

 

Senators acquire Dzingel from Hurricanes for Galchenyuk, Paquette 

The Ottawa Senators have acquired Ryan Dzingel from the 
Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for Alex Galchenyuk and 
Cedric Paquette, the team announced on Saturday. 

Dzingel, who was originally drafted by the Senators in 2011, 
will return to Ottawa after splitting the last two seasons 
between the Hurricanes and Columbus Blue Jackets. 

In 11 games so far with the Hurricanes this season, the 28-
year-old forward has scored twice and added two assists. 
Over 343 career regular-season NHL games, he has posted 
76 goals and 95 assists. 

Prior to the trade, Galchenyuk and Paquette were both 
skating in their first season for Ottawa. 

Galchenyuk, who at age 27 will be moving onto his sixth NHL 
team, scored once in his eight games played with Ottawa. 
Across 557 games split between the Montreal Canadiens, 
Arizona Coyotes, Pittsburgh Penguins, Minnesota Wild and 
Senators, Dzingel has scored 136 goals and added 185 
assists. 

Paquette has appeared in nine games with the Senators this 
season, scoring once. The 27-year-old skated in all 25 post-

season games for the Lightning in 2020, recording three 
assists during Tampa's run to the Stanley Cup. 

“Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley 
Cup with Tampa Bay last season,” Don Waddell, the 
Hurricanes general manager and president of hockey 
operations said in a statement. “We’re excited to add both of 
these players to our forward group.” 

Blue Jackets trade seventh-round pick to Hurricanes for 
Hofmann 

In their second move of the day, the Carolina Hurricanes 
traded the rights to forward Gregory Hofmann to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets for a 2022 seventh-round pick, the 
teams announced. 

Hofmann, 28, has 16 goals and 36 points in 32 games this 
season with EV Zug of the Swiss National League. He was 
selected by Carolina in the fourth round of the 2011 draft, but 
he has never played in the NHL or AHL (this is his 12th 
season in the Swiss National League). 

Carolina has its full assortment of picks in 2022, plus 
Columbus's seventh-rounder now. The Hurricanes have 
three seventh-round picks in the 2021 draft as well.
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Trade: Hurricanes get Paquette and Galchenyuk; Senators bring back Dzingel 

By James O'Brien  

The Hurricanes and Senators put together a change-of-
scenery trade on Saturday, with Carolina receiving Cedric 
Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk, while Ottawa brought back 
Ryan Dzingel. 

Trade: Paquette and Galchenyuk to Hurricanes; Senators 
bring back Dzingel 

This trade involves players who’ve seen better days, 
particularly Galchenyuk and Dzingel. You might argue that 
it’s telling that Paquette got more of a mention than 
Galchenyuk in the Hurricanes’ generic GM blurb: 

“Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley 
Cup with Tampa Bay last season,” Hurricanes GM Don 
Waddell said. “We’re excited to add both of these players to 
our forward group.” 

All of Dzingel, Galchenyuk, and Paquette are pending 
unrestricted free agents after the 2020-21 NHL season. 
Neither team retained salary in the trade, so here’s how their 
cap hits look: 

Dzingel, 28: $3.375 million 
Galchenyuk, 27:$1.05M 
Paquette, 27: $1.65M 

J Fresh provided a useful breakdown of what each player 
brings to the table, from an all-around/analytics perspective: 

A look at the three players involved 

In a nutshell, Paquette could carry some defensive use for 
the Hurricanes. Naturally, they’ll find his experience winning 
a Stanley Cup — and his snarl — useful when things get 
nasty. 

If Galchenyuk and/or Dzingel bring much to the table in this 
Hurricanes – Senators trade, it will be by turning back the 
clock. 

In Dzingel’s case, he’s going back to the Senators team 
where he enjoyed some of his greatest success. Dzingel 
scored 20+ goals two seasons in a row for Ottawa. That 
included reaching 22 goals in just 57 games back in 2018-19 
before the Senators traded Dzingel to the Blue Jackets for a 
significant deadline return. 

Unfortunately, Dzingel couldn’t replicate that magic with the 
Hurricanes. It will be interesting to see if Dzingel can get his 
career back on track with the team where it took off. (If 
nothing else, it might be a pleasant balm for Senators fans, 
as this season figures to continue to be rough.) 

For all we know, the Senators might try to sell-high(-ish?) on 
Dzingel again if he revives his scoring touch. 

While Dzingel fell pretty far in the last couple seasons, it’s 
almost jarring to think of Galchenyuk’s plummet down the 
ranks. 

As the third pick of the 2012 NHL Draft, Galchenyuk peaked 
with a 30-goal season while being a regular with the 
Canadiens from 2012-13 through 2017-18. From there, 
Galchenyuk bounced from the Coyotes to the Penguins, 
Wild, Senators, and now the Hurricanes. Galchenyuk only 
managed a single goal and zero assists in eight games with 
Ottawa this season. 

If his journeyman status doesn’t inspire some sympathy for 
Galchenyuk, consider that he turned 27 on Friday. 

Then again, if Galchenyuk can find a niche with a strong 
team with the Hurricanes, it could be quite the birthday 
present. 

On paper, this Hurricanes – Senators trade seems mostly 
like a change of scenery. Maybe Paquette brings the safest 
value. Could one team end up enjoying surprising rewards, 
though? 

(That might boil down to making additional moves. Maybe 
rent instead of buying, Alex. Sorry.)
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Hurricanes acquire Galchenyuk, Paquette, trade Dzingel to Ottawa 

The Carolina Hurricanes have traded winger Ryan Dzingel to 
the Ottawa Senators for forwards Alex Galchenyuk and 
Cedric Paquette. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes have traded winger Ryan Dzingel to 
the Ottawa Senators in exchange for forwards Alex 
Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette.  

Headed back north, Dzingel signed with Carolina in 2019 as 
a free agent on a two-year, $3.375 million contract. In 75 
games with the Hurricanes, Dzingel registered 10 goals and 
33 points. 

Outside of a hot stretch early in the 2019-20 season, Dzingel 
struggled to produce in Carolina and was frequently healthy 
scratch down the line. He will be looking for a better chance 
with the team that originally drafted him. 

In return, Carolina is bringing on former 2012, 3rd overall 
pick, Galchenyuk and a physical presence with Paquette. 

Galchenyuk is now on his sixth team in his ninth season in 
the NHL.  

In 557 career games, he has 136 goals and 321 points.  

When he was drafted, he exhibited a lot of high-end skill and 
was projected to be a top player, but he just hasn’t been able 
to put it together in his journey around the league. The 
Hurricanes may view him as a type of reclamation project, 
where if they can get some production from him, it could be 
worth it. 

Galchenyuk is on a one-year deal that pays him $1.05 
million. 

Paquette on the other hand brings in Stanley Cup 
experience, as he won a cup with the most recent 
champions, the Tampa Bay Lightning. Paquette is a large 
and strong-bodied forward that can bring a lot of physicality 
to a Carolina squad that was frankly missing a lot of it. 

In 386 career games, he has 48 goals and has 86 points. He 
is also on the last year of his contract with an AAV of $1.65 
million. 

Strictly from a business standpoint, this deal moves out a 
player that was underproducing for a roll of the dice on two 
new players, but most importantly, saves the Hurricanes 
about $675K against the cap, which can come in handy 
down the road at the trade deadline. 

The official release from the team follows:  

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired 
forwards Cedric Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk from the 
Ottawa Senators in exchange for forward Ryan Dzingel. 

“Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley 
Cup with Tampa Bay last season,” said Waddell. “We’re 
excited to add both of these players to our forward group.” 

Paquette, 27, has scored one goal in nine games with the 
Senators this season. The 6’0”, 204-pound forward skated in 
all 25 postseason games for the Lightning in 2020, recording 
three assists as Tampa Bay captured the Stanley Cup. He 
has tallied 86 points (48g, 38a) in 386 career NHL games 
with the Lightning and Senators. Paquette has also 
registered 12 points (5g, 7a) in 91 career NHL playoff 
games, all with Tampa Bay. He posted 51 points (24g, 27a) 
in 75 career American Hockey League games with Syracuse 
from 2013-15. Paquette recorded 131 points (58g, 73a) in 
130 career Quebec Major Junior Hockey League games with 
Blainville-Boisbriand and Montreal from 2010-13. The 
Gaspe, Que., native was drafted by the Lightning in the 
fourth round, 101st overall, in the 2012 NHL Draft. 

Galchenyuk, 27, has scored one goal in eight games with 
Ottawa this season. The 6’1”, 207-pound forward has earned 
321 points (136g, 185a) in 557 career NHL games with 
Montreal, Arizona, Pittsburgh, Minnesota and Ottawa. 
Dzingel, 28, registered 33 points (10g, 23a) in 75 games with 
Carolina since joining the team as a free agent on July 12, 
2019. The 6’0”, 190-pound forward has tallied 171 points 
(76g, 95a) in 343 career NHL games with Ottawa, Columbus 
and Carolina.
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Hurricanes Pick Up Big Shootout Win, Remain Unbeaten Against the Stars 

The Hurricanes wrap up their six-game road trip with a 4-2-0 
record. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes had an opportunity to wrap up a six-
game, 12-day road trip with a winning record on Saturday 
night against the Dallas Stars, and they had a key player 
back in the lineup. 

Martin Necas made his return to the Canes’ top-nine, and he 
made his presence known en route to a big shootout win. 

Losers of three straight games, Stars came out with a bee in 
their bonnet in the first period. They outpaced the Hurricanes 
throughout the opening frame, and they eventually forced the 
Canes to the penalty kill in the second half of the period. 

Alex Nedeljkovic came up huge for Carolina as Dallas 
mounted pressure, making a number of impressive athletic 
saves both at 5-on-5 and while short-handed. 

The young goalie’s eagerness in the net actually led to a 
penalty for himself when he tripped Jason Dickinson just 
outside of the crease. Ned bailed both himself out, though 
during the ensuing Dallas power play and kept the game at 
0-0 going into the first intermission. 

The second period was pretty similar to the first period at 5-
on-5 play, and the Stars scored the game’s first goal at 5:49 
of the middle frame. 

After winning a crowded board battle in the Canes zone, the 
Stars quickly pushed the puck below the circles and created 
a short 2-on-1 chance in tight. Jason Dickinson cashed in on 
his own rebound to beat Nedeljkovic and make it a 1-0 
hockey game. 

From there, the Stars out-shot the Hurricanes and were 
threatening to increase their lead, but the Canes didn’t break 
and eventually found a chance to go their way. Jake 
Gardiner walked in and made an excellent centering pass to 
the slot where Jordan Martinook was there to put a stick on 
the puck and redirect it through the legs of Jake Oetinger to 
tie the game at 1-1 with under three minutes to go in the 
second period. 

The Hurricanes got a big bounce to go their way, and just 
moments after their tying goal, they got their first full power 
play of the game. 

Two full minutes almost passed on the man advantage, but 
they used all of their time to eventually break the brief tie. 

Martin Necas flew the wing and sent a laser-beam pass 
across the ice to Teuvo Teravainen for a beautiful goal at the 
very end of the power play to give the Hurricanes their first 
lead of the night. 

It only took 87 seconds of hockey in the third period before 
another penalty was called, and it was again called in favor 
of the Hurricanes, who promptly took advantage. 

Andrei Svechnikov retrieved a loose puck behind the net 
after Vincent Trocheck fired a grade-a chance wide of the 
net, and then he centered a perfect pass to Jordan Staal in 
the slot. The captain came through yet again for Carolina to 
make it a two-goal game early in the third. 

From there, it was all Dallas all the time. 

In addition to outshooting the Canes 10-5 in the SOG 
column, the Stars pummelled the Hurricanes to the tune of a 
24-12 corsi-advantage at 5-on-5 in the third period. In the 
process, Dallas mounted a comeback and pushed the game 
to overtime. 

Young forward Jason Robertson opened the third-period 
scoring for Dallas with 11:38 on the clock. The Stars pushed 
for a quick strike after an offensive zone entry. Roope Hintz 
drove down the left wing before centering the puck to 
Robertson, who rifled a one-time snapper by Nedeljkovic to 
cut the Canes lead in half. 

As time ticked away, it looked like the Hurricanes might 
escape with a regulation win, but a controversial penalty 
changed things. 

Svechnikov dealt a big, clean-looking hit, but the refs 
disagreed and the Stars were gifted a late power play and a 
chance to tie the game. 

Carolina successfully killed off the first section of the power 
play, Sebastian Aho had the game on his stick entering the 
Dallas zone on a 2-on-1. Instead of going for the net, though, 
he tried to send a behind-the-back pass to Teravainen. Miro 
Heiskanen broke up the pass, the puck went the other way, 
and Joe Pavelski flew a goal by Nedlejovic that the young 
goalie would absolutely want back. 

A terrible sequence with a terrible result that pushed the 
game to extra time. 

Five minutes of extra hockey went by with no winner 
decided, which meant another shootout for the Canes. That 
was bad news for a very long time for this team, but it’s a 
different time and a different story. 

Nedeljkovic went three-for-three, setting the stage for 
Vincent Trocheck to play the role of hero and send the 
Hurricanes out of the Lone Star State very happy. 

The Hurricanes managed to escape Saturday night’s game 
with yet another win over the Stars to improve to 4-0 against 
them on the season and 9-3-0 overall. 

Carolina will return home now for a slate of games against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets, Florida Panthers, Chicago 
Blackhawks, and Tampa Bay Lightning.
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They Said It: Rod Brind’Amour, Jake Gardiner, Jordan Martinook and Alex Nedeljkovic 
break down Hurricanes’ 4-3 win in Dallas 

The Hurricanes spoke to the media after their road-trip finale 
in Dallas. 

By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker 

The Carolina Hurricanes went into Dallas this weekend and 
took a pair of big games to improve to 9-3-0 on the season 
and remain unbeaten against the Stars this season. 

Jake Gardiner, Jordan Martinook, Alex Nedlejkovic and Rod 
Brind’Amour talked about Saturday’s shootout win with the 
media over Zoom. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On trading Ryan Dzingel for Cedric Paquette and Alex 
Galchenyuk: It’s tough anytime you make a trade, especially 
on a game day. Dzingel was a good player for us, it just 
wasn’t the right fit as far as finding him the right role. It just 
didn’t get quite work out. Nothing against him. I thought when 
we did have him in the right role, he was fine, it just wasn’t 
going to work out that way. I think these are the kind of 
trades that help both teams in a way. For sure, in Paquette, 
we’re getting a fourth-line, probably center role, just to help 
out where we’re kind of missing there. Although tonight, I 
thought Lorentz played great in that spot.  

On Jordan Martinook: You’re always rooting for guys that do 
it right and work hard. He’s such a team player for us. He got 
us back in the game. That line, we were kind of going 
nowhere there I felt like, in that game, and they kind of got 
the tide changed for us. It was a huge goal, and their line 
was good tonight. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic: I think it’s great. He hadn’t played in so 
long, so that first game, I thought, OK, that’s the rust out a 
little. And he was actually fine in that game. But tonight, he 
looked solid, all the way around. Obviously the shootout, 
that’s tough. They’ve got some high-end players coming in 
on him, and he was right there with them the whole way. So 
good on him. He was, I think, the difference in the game 
tonight. 

Jake Gardiner 

On being able to sweep the back-to-back in Dallas: It’s very 
nice. We weren’t able to get a couple of early ones to start 
the season. Obviously, we’d like to put it away and get that 
empty-net goal, but the team battled hard and we were lucky 
enough to get it done. 

On getting past the rough start to the second period before 
scoring two late goals: We weren’t clicking. We were a little 
off, but good teams find a way to win. I think there was a 
shift, it might’ve been Lorentz’s line that got us going a little 
bit and got us some energy and we got a few goals at the 
end of the second period that propelled us to this victory. 

On if he feels more comfortable now in his second season 
with the team: I think any time you come to a new team, it’s a 
change of systems and change of personnel, getting to know 
your d-partners. When I played with Fleury last year, we just 
weren’t on the same page and I’d say this year we are. 

We’re kinda reading off each other well. It’s been a good 
start for the team and myself as well. 

On the trade and if he likes Cedric Paquette: Usually, I don’t. 
I’m not a big fan of Cedric Paquette, playing against him, so 
it’s usually a good sign for a teammate. To have a guy like 
that is going to be huge for us. 

Jordan Martinook 

On finding their game and pulling out the win: I don’t even 
know if we figured it out, we just came out with the win. It 
wasn’t our best game, but at the end of the day, we got the 
win. It’s nice to come out with four points, that’s for sure. 

On the team’s success in overtime and shootout: I think you 
look at the skill on our team and it translates pretty well to 
overtime and shootout. I think if you ask any guy in our room, 
we want to finish it before that, but knowing we have the 
confidence and those games have been going our way, it’s 
definitely nice to get that extra point. It’s nice to have the skill 
guys go out there and do their thing. I don’t know if it’s a 
great strategy to run with, but we’ll take the win. 

On Teravainen scoring his first goal of the season: We want 
to get Turbo going, and it was just a matter of time. 
Obviously, with the COVID break, there are a few guys in the 
same thing, you’re just trying to get your timing back and get 
back to feeling good. It’s definitely nice to see Turbo get one, 
and hopefully, there will be a lot more to come. I have no 
doubt in my mind that’s the case. 

On the acquisition of Cedric Paquette from the Senators on 
Saturday: We haven’t seen him this year, but just seeing him 
every (so often), he was the guy that was kind of the energy 
guy in Tampa every time you played him. He’s in on 
forecheck and he hits and he plays that hard-nosed game. 
I’m excited to have him, just because I feel like I can relate to 
him. If me and him can get it clicking and have that heavy 
fourth line, that’s something that’s crucial, especially in a 
shortened season. It’s nice to have the guys that can take a 
load off the top-end guys, especially when you’re playing 
every other night. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On the shootout: I wouldn’t say it was really that big. Just in 
the spur of the moment there at the end, you get excited, and 
you win. It was an intense game. They came out firing, and I 
thought, were the better team in the first period. We kept 
coming back there, they get a goal, we get two late. It’s 
frustrating to give up two late goals, probably both of them, 
honestly I’d like to have back. But to be able to just get the 
win, honestly, nowadays, just finding ways to get that extra 
point. 

On standing up in the shootout: The first one, I kind of got a 
little lucky on. I misread it a little bit, I thought maybe he 
would kind of try to lift it off the ice. I just got a little lucky that 
I had my stick in the right spot there. The third one, it’s just 
reacting to it. That’s how I try to play the game in its entirety 
is reacting. I don’t like to do a lot of blocking and things like 
that. Just on that side, I guess, if you were to go into it on the 
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third shot there, he really didn’t give himself much space to 
shoot being a lefty coming down that side and trying to go 
glove. You just find a way to make saves.  

On Trocheck’s shootout goal: I’ve seen that a time or two. 
He’s pretty good at it, and I can honestly say I’m not sure 
what he’s going to do when he comes down in practices on 
me. So that was something really nice to watch. It was 
special. 

On the mental process going into a shootout: Just one shot 
at a time. You can’t try to be perfect and say ‘I’m going to go 
3 for 3’ or whatever. You’ve got to just focus and take it one 
guy at a time. I know some guys like to do some pre-scouting 
on guys and their moves or what not. To me, it just comes 
down to you’ve just got to react. Because you never know 
what they’re going to do, what they’re thinking. If you miss an 
angle by an inch, they’re going to take advantage of it. So it’s 
just trying to be as prepared and as centered as you are in 
the moment.
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Observations from the Hurricanes’ 4-3 shootout win over the Dallas Stars 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 13, 2021 11:56 PM  

 

For a few minutes, it seemed to be slipping away for the Canes. The 
Stars scored twice late in regulation Saturday, tying the score 3-3, forcing 
overtime. Would the Canes let a second point slip away? 

Not this night. The Canes dominated the overtime, Dougie Hamilton 
nearly winning it in the final seconds. And goalie Alex Nedeljkovic did the 
rest in the shootout, denying Jason Robertson, poke-checking the puck 

from Joe Pavelski and then stopping Denis Gurianov for the 4-3 win at 
American Airlines Center. 

It was Nedeljkovic’s first NHL shootout win. It also gave the Canes (9-3-
0) their first win in the second game of a two-game road set this season 
as Vincent Trocheck scored the only shootout goal. 

“Some guys like to do some pre-scouting on guys and their moves,” 
Nedeljkovic said of shootouts. “To me, at the end of the day, I just have 
to react.” He reacted well -- in the shootout, to the moment. 

-- Filthy, nasty, crafty. That might be the best way to describe Trocheck’s 
winning shootout shot, the center roofing a backhander past goalie Jake 
Oettinger. 

“I’ve seen that a time or two. He’s pretty good at it,” Nedeljkovic said. “I 
can honestly say I’m not too sure what he’s going to do when he comes 
and practices on me. It was nice to watch. It was special.” 

Trocheck now has scored on 16 of 41 career shots in shootouts (39 
percent) and has 10 game-deciding goals. 
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-- The wait is over Teuvo Teravainen. The forward was on the COVID 
protocol list. Sebastian Aho said he was sick. However serious the 
symptoms, No. 86 did not have a point since returning from quarantine 
until Saturday. 

But just after a Canes power play expired, Martin Necas found 
Teravainen open with a nice cross-ice pass and Teravainen buried a shot 
with 6.5 seconds left in the second period. The sense of relief, for 
Teravainen and his teammates, was evident. 

“We want to get ‘Turbo’ going and it was just a matter of time,” forward 
Jordan Martinook said. “He had the COVID break and you’re just trying to 
get your timing back and feeling good.” 

-- Cedric Paquette is quite the trade pickup, making the Canes even 
stronger and tougher at center. Some called him the “Dump Truck” in 
Tampa Bay. Nothing fancy but he gets the job done. And can hit like, 
yep, a truck. 

“He was the guy who was the energy guy in Tampa every time you 
played them,” Martinook said. “He was in on the forecheck and he hits 
and he plays that hard-nosed game. If you have that heavy fourth line 
that’s something that is crucial. Espeically in a shortened season it’s nice 
to have the guys who can take a load off the high-end guys when you’re 
playing every other night.” 

--- It took Brett Pesce a while to finally commit to shoulder surgery but he 
did a year ago and the defenseman has been the Canes’ best this 
season. Smart, tough, mobile, frisky. Great stick. 

It’s easy thinking back to a few years ago. Pesce had taken a shot off his 
ankle in a game and was badly limping the next day as he slowly walked 
to his car at Raleigh Center Ice. Asked if he was playing the next night, 
he said, “Oh, yeah.” And he did. 
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Hurricanes trade Ryan Dzingel to Ottawa Senators for Cedric Paquette, 
Alex Galchenyuk 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 13, 2021 02:19 PM  

 

Ryan Dzingel, a forward who never completely fit into the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ system with any success, has been traded to the Ottawa 
Senators, the Canes announced Saturday. 

The Canes acquired forwards Cedric Paquette, who helped the Tampa 
Bay Lightning win the Stanley Cup in 2020, and Alex Galchenyuk from 
the Senators. 

“Cedric is a strong, physical forward who won the Stanley Cup with 
Tampa Bay last season,” Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell said in a statement. “We’re excited to add both of these players 
to our forward group.” 

Paquette, 27, has scored one goal in nine games with the Senators this 
season. He played in all 25 postseason games for the Lightning in 2020, 
with three assists. 

Paquette has 48 goals and 38 assists in 386 career NHL games with the 
Lightning and Senators. He also has 12 points (5 goals, 7 assists) in 91 
career NHL playoff games, all with Tampa Bay. 

Galchenyuk, 27, scored one goal in eight games with Ottawa this 
season. The 6-1, 207-pound forward has 321 points (136 goals, 185) 

assists) in 557 career NHL games with Montreal, Arizona, Pittsburgh, 
Minnesota and Ottawa. 

Dzingel, 28, is a former seventh-round draft pick by the Senators. In 75 
games with the Canes, he had 10 goals and 23 assists after being signed 
as a free agent on July 12, 2019. 

The Canes will pick up $675,000 in salary cap space with the trade. 
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Boring but safer. How the Hurricanes are coping with NHL’s new COVID 
protocol changes. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 13, 2021 11:57 AM 

 

Sebastian Aho of the Carolina Hurricanes owns a house in North Raleigh 
but rarely ventures out. 

“I try to stay at home as much as I can,” Aho said on a recent media call. 
“I try to cook as much as I can and spend time with my girlfriend, play 
some PlayStation and stuff. 

“It’s pretty boring but it is what it is.” 

That’s the way the National Hockey League wants it: boring, but also 
safer during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Hurricanes have had COVID-19 issues that affected six players this 
season. That seemed a little excessive at the time, and the Canes had 
some games postponed and rescheduled, but the NHL COVID-19 
protocol list on Friday included 18 New Jersey Devils players, almost an 
entire roster, and 12 Minnesota Wild players. 

This past week, the NHL and NHL Players Association approved new, 
tighter league restrictions in an effort to combat further spread of the 
coronavirus, attempt to alleviate COVID issues and hopefully keep the 
season on track. 

One is a stay-at-home measure for players except to attend practices 
and games, exercise outdoors, perform essential activities or deal with 
family and other emergencies. The directive also includes other 
household members, who are urged to stay home. 

The league has conducted daily, lab-based PCR testing for COVID-19. 
But the NHL also has begun providing each of the 24 U.S. teams with 
point of care (POC) rapid testing to be conducted on game days to all 
players and the team personnel who work around the bench areas during 
games. 

The Canes and their staff went through rapid testing Thursday before the 
game in Dallas against the Stars and will again Saturday. 

Asked on his Friday media call how much lead time before a game he 
will be informed if a player tests positive and must be held out, Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “Well, that’s a good question. I don’t know. 
No idea. 

“It just goes day to day. I get told go here for a test, go there for a test 
and go to the rink and try to do your job. That’s basically how it goes. 
Then you get up the next day and hope you get good news and you keep 
going.” 

Rapid testing results can be available in about a half-hour, the NHL says. 
The PCR tests generally take 12 to 24 hours for the results. Either way, 
the wait creates anxiety. 
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Change will continue to be constant during this unusual, challenging 
season played in a pandemic. All team meetings are now virtual. New 
locker room configurations must be devised to keep players properly 
spaced. Players and staff have been told to wear KN95 facemasks. 

“We’ve just got to figure it out,” Brind’Amour said Friday. “We knew there 
were going to be curveballs every day and that’s kind of how it goes.” 

The Stars were hit early when 17 players tested positive for COVID-19 
before the season began, causing some quick NHL schedule 
adjustments. The Canes got through training camp with no problems, 
then had captain Jordan Staal go on the NHL COVID protocol list on Jan. 
15, a day after the Canes’ first game, at Detroit. 

Staal later said he was not sure how he contracted the virus, but he soon 
was joined on the protocol list by defenseman Jaccob Slavin and 
forwards Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook, Warren Foegele and 
Jesper Fast. Like Staal, they were put in quarantine and isolation. 

“No one wants to be ‘that guy’ and clearly that was me for the most part 
bringing it into the room,” Staal said on a media call Jan. 26, when he 
first returned to practice. 

The Canes have everyone back and playing, but center Vincent 
Trocheck said games on the road can have the feel of being isolated. 

“The road has been a bit different than it was,” Trocheck said Friday. 
“You can’t really leave the hotel and you’re kind of locked in your room.” 

It’s not a “bubble” but close to one, at least on the road. The NHL wants 
it, and needs it, that way. 
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Florida Panthers have no answer for Tampa Bay Lightning, Vasilevskiy in 
blowout loss 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 13, 2021 09:41 PM  

 

The Florida Panthers knew this was coming. They knew the challenge 
ahead. They knew the Tampa Bay Lightning was going to come out firing 
after Florida beat them by three goals two days earlier. 

“They’re probably not happy with the result of the last game,” center Alex 
Wennberg said Saturday after morning skate before Florida and Tampa 
Bay faced off for the second of three games in a five-day span. “We’re 
expecting a push back. It’s up to us to respond to it.” 

The Lightning’s push on Saturday came in full force during the second 
period. The Panthers did not respond. 

Tampa Bay battered Sergei Bobrovsky for four goals on 17 shots in the 
middle period and cruised to a 6-1 win at the BB&T Center as the 
Panthers closed their six-game homestand on a whimper. Florida (8-2-2) 
went 3-2-1 during the extended home stay, picking up seven out of a 
possible 12 points. Tampa Bay improves to 10-2-1 on the season. 

“We just didn’t come to play tonight for the full 60 minutes,” defenseman 
MacKenzie Weegar said. “We were in it for a bit and then the second 
period came and they took it to us.” 

After a scoreless first period, Ondrej Palat and Mathieu Joseph scored 
within 81 seconds of each other early in the second period, Palat on the 
power play and Joseph on a breakaway after blocking a Wennberg shot 

at the Florida blue line. Tyler Johnson scored Tampa Bay’s final two 
goals in the frame. 

“I think we lost our composure when they went ahead,” Panthers coach 
Joel Quenneville said. “... They were a hungrier team. I don’t think 
they’ve had one of those games like the first [on Thursday] where they 
got out-played. ... They came back with a different appetite tonight.” 

Alexander Volkov and Barclay Goodrow added to the Lightning’s tally in 
the third period. 

Bobrovsky has given up six goals in two of his seven starts this season. 
He’s 0-1-1 in those two games and 5-0-0 in his other starts. 

Meanwhile, Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy was dominant in net. 
He stoped 33 of 34 shots Florida put up against him one game after 
giving up a season-high four goals. Frank Vatrano broke up Tampa Bay’s 
shutout bid midway through the third period with a wrist shot from the slot 
on a feed from Brett Connolly. Vatrano has scored goals in consecutive 
games. 

But it was too little, too late for the Panthers, who had a slew of chances 
early but came up empty. That included a four-minute power play in the 
first period in which they only got five shots on goal but got little traction. 

“We had our chances and couldn’t score,” Panthers captain Aleksander 
Barkov said. “They came out a little harder than we did. ... That wasn’t 
enough.” 

MSD STRONG 

The Panthers held a moment of remembrance for the victims of the 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland prior to 
Saturday’s game. Sunday is the three-year anniversary of the shooting. 

The Panthers play home games 14 miles from the school. On Feb. 22, 
2018 — their first home game following the shooting — Panthers 
goaltender Roberto Luongo gave a three-plus minute pre-game speech. 

“I live in Parkland,” Luongo said then. “I’ve lived in Parkland for the past 
12 years. My wife was born and raised in that area. My kids go to school 
in Parkland. When I’m done playing hockey, I want to spend the rest of 
my life in Parkland. I love that city. Last week was Valentine’s Day, and I 
was in Vancouver. We all know what happened. … No child should ever 
have to go through that. It’s terrible. It’s time for us as a community to 
take action. Enough is enough. To the families of the victims, our hearts 
are broken for you guys. To the teachers at the schools, you guys are 
heroes. I’ve been watching the news. I’ve been seeing what the kids from 
Douglas have been doing. You guys are brave. You guys are an 
inspiration to all of us. You guys are what is giving us hope for the 
future.” 

DUCLAIR RETURNS 

Winger Anthony Duclair returned to the lineup on Saturday after missing 
Thursday’s game due to NHL COVID-19 protocols. He took his usual 
spot on the top line with Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe and was on the 
ice for 14:56. He had three shots on goal. 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN 

The Panthers play their next four games on the road. They face the 
Lightning for a third consecutive game on Monday, this time at Tampa’s 
Amalie Arena. After that, it’s a Wednesday game against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and a back-to-back against the Detroit Red Wings on Friday 
and Saturday. 
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Panthers’ Wennberg knew he had to step up his game. Reflection has 
turned into results 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 13, 2021 12:07 PM 

 

It was a moment of relief and a moment for reflection. 

Early in the third period on Sunday against the Detroit Red Wings, Alex 
Wennberg found himself just to the right of the opposing net as 
defenseman Anton Stralman wound up to shoot from the point. With 
Patric Hornqvist jockeying for position in front of the Detroit’s net with 
Red Wings defenseman Christian Djoos, Wennberg deflected Stralman’s 
long shot through traffic and past goaltender Thomas Greiss for Florida’s 
lone goal of the eventual 4-1 loss. 

Eight games, two periods and two minutes into the season, and the 
Panthers center had just scored his first goal of the season. 

The coaching staff to that point had praised Wennberg’s all-around game 
and intricacies that normally fly under the radar. He has been gritty on 
the board, shown a knack for puck possession and been solid in the 
defensive zone. 

But internally, Wennberg felt that he hadn’t been doing enough. He 
needed to make more plays. As a top-six forward regularly playing with 
the likes of Jonathan Huberdeau and Hornqvist on the wings, he knew 
his contributions needed to be greater, especially on the offensive end. 

“I feel like I can play a lot better,” Wennberg said after that Sunday game. 
“I scored a goal, which is nice for the confidence, but I feel like I’ve got to 
step up my game a little bit. When you’ve got an opportunity to play with 
great players, you’ve got to step up and do it. I feel like I have to look 
myself in the mirror and see where I can improve.” 

Reflection has turned into results. 

He scored goals in each of the following two games and is now riding a 
three-game goal streak for the first time in his seven-year NHL career as 
the Panthers (8-1-2) face the Tampa Bay Lightning (9-2-1) on Saturday 
night, the second of three matchups between the Central Division’s top 
two teams in a five-day span and the final game of Florida’s six-game 
homestand at the BB&T Center. 

“He gives us predictability in the middle,” coach Joel Quenneville said. 
“We have a lot more possession time with Wenny having it. He’s made 
good progress. I think he’s a lot more comfortable.” 

It’s showing. 

Wennberg gave the Panthers an equalizer late in the first period against 
Detroit on Tuesday with a one-timer on a feed from Huberdeau. The 
Panthers won that game 2-1. 

Wennberg added a goal and an assist in Thursday’s 5-2 win over the 
Lightning. He gave Florida a 2-0 lead when he buried Huberdeau’s cross-
net feed past Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy just over eight-and-
a-half minutes into the second period. That was the first of a three-goal 
flurry for the Panthers in the second period, with Wennberg having the 
primary assist on the Carter Verhaeghe’s goal with about five minutes left 
in the frame to give the Panthers a 4-1 advantage going into the third 
period. 

“It’s good to keep this going,” Wennberg said. 

The scoring is a nice touch to what Wennberg has already been bringing 
to the Panthers. He’s been one of the team’s primary forwards on the 
penalty kill along with Noel Acciari and has an overall plus-2 rating on the 
ice. He’s been on the ice for 10 even-strength goals, third on the team 
behind only Carter Verhaeghe and Radko Gudas (12 each). 

“Even when he wasn’t scoring,” forward Frank Vatrano said, “he was still 
doing the little things right. He’s very reliable defensively and it’s great to 
see that all the work he’s put in is paying off.” 

His time with two veteran wingers is paying off now, too. The Panthers’ 
second-line trio of Wennberg, Huberdeau and Hornqvist has scored six 
five-on-five goals over the first five games of the homestand after having 
just one goal at full-strength in the first six games of the season. 

“I don’t know if it’s anything different,” Wennberg said. “I feel like at the 
beginning of the season, maybe we didn’t get the goals. We had some 
opportunities, but the last couple of games, we felt like we’ve got the 
scoring going. Right now, I feel like we’re feeding off each other and the 
chemistry is going.” 

Sometimes all it takes is seeing one puck go into the back of the net. 

“When you get a goal, you create confidence and you’re a little more 
poised with the puck and you make more right decisions out there,” 
Hornqvist said. “Wennberg is a really good player and he was good the 
first games, too, even when he didn’t score. Now, he has the confidence 
to make those plays under pressure and you can really tell what kind of 
player he is. Now, he’s going to get going.” 
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Alex DeBrincat’s overtime goal lifts the Chicago Blackhawks to a 3-2 win 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets for their 5th victory in 7 games 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

FEB 13, 2021 AT 10:38 PM 

 

Alex DeBrincat batted in the puck past Joonas Korpisalo off a beautiful 
feed from Patrick Kane, lifting the Chicago Blackhawks to a 3-2 overtime 
win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Saturday night at the United 
Center. 

The Hawks improved to 5-1-1 in their last seven games and are 3-4 in 
overtime and shootouts this season. 

It was DeBrincat’s third game-winner and eighth goal of the season. 

“Yeah, they turned it over,” DeBrincat said of the deciding goal. “I saw a 
two-on-two going with Kaner. Just gave it to him. Good things happen 
when he has the puck. He was able to get it through, and it bounced up 
off my stick. I obviously wanted to put it toward the net. It worked out this 
time, but pretty lucky.” 

He almost didn’t have the opportunity for his heroics. 

Carl Soderberg picked an opportune time to score his first goal of the 
season. 

The Hawks were looking at a second straight loss late in the third period, 
but the veteran forward collected Philipp Kurashev’s rebound and tucked 
into the corner of the net over Korpisalo’s stick, tying the game at 2 with 3 
minutes, 45 seconds remaining. 

“It was probably a right-place, right-time thing,” Soderberg said. “Just 
tried to shoot at the end and hit it pretty good.” 

After posting four points Thursday against the Hawks, Blue Jackets 
winger Cam Atkinson had a first-period assist and second-period goal. 
Patrik Laine also scored for the Blue Jackets. 
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Hawks defenseman Nicolas Beaudin scored in the second period, his 
second in as many games after netting his first-career goal Thursday. 

The Hawks played with more cohesion than they displayed during the 
third period of Thursday’s 6-5 loss —when they allowed four goals — but 
a slight edge in puck possession and a 26-19 edge in shots through the 
two periods didn’t produce more than Beaudin’s goal. 

The Hawks showed more life in the third period but were held without a 
shot on goal for a 10½-minute stretch, but Soderberg made good on his 
lone shot of the night. 

Kevin Lankinen stopped 29 shots and improved to 6-2-3. 

“He was great, solid,” Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. “He’s been so 
good for us. Just didn’t love the idea of having him sit on that 
performance for (Thursday) a few days. 

“I thought (it was a) big win for us obviously to respond and get two 
points. It was a battle.” 

Earlier Saturday, the Hawks placed defenseman Connor Murphy (right 
hip) on injured reserve and removed forward Ryan Carpenter from the 
COVID-19 protocol list. 

Murphy, 27, who sat out the previous two games, has been one of the 
Hawks’ most steady blue-liners. He had two goals and three assists in 13 
games. The move to IR was retroactive to Tuesday. 

The Hawks promoted Reese Johnson to the lineup for the game against 
Blue Jackets, while recent addition Madison Bowey was a healthy 
scratch. In his one game this season, Johnson played nearly 11 minutes 
and had seven hits. 

Carpenter, 30, was the last of five Hawks players on the league’s 
“unavailable” list because of COVID-19 protocols. He adds veteran depth 
to the forward group and presumably could resume his roles on the 
fourth line and penalty kill. 

He has one goal in nine games and last played Jan. 29 against the Blue 
Jackets. 
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Blackhawks, Kevin Lankinen get revenge with overtime victory against 
Blue Jackets 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Feb 13, 2021, 9:35pm CST 

 

After the first bad game of his NHL career, Blackhawks goalie Kevin 
Lankinen got a chance to redeem himself quickly. 

The result was a far better performance. Lankinen backstopped the 
Hawks’ 3-2 overtime victory Saturday against the Blue Jackets, helping 
them earn another series split. 

Carl Soderberg tied the score with 3:45 left in regulation, and Patrick 
Kane again set up Alex DeBrincat for the winner early in overtime. 

‘‘I was pretty confident the way the team bounced back, just seeing their 
body language and how badly they wanted to win,’’ Lankinen said. ‘‘That 
gets to you, as well, so you want to make your best effort to give the 
team a chance.’’ 

Coach Jeremy Colliton said before the game he wanted to give Lankinen 
‘‘a chance to respond . . . right away’’ to Thursday, when he conceded six 
goals as the Blue Jackets rallied late for a 6-5 victory. 

Some big early saves Saturday helped Lankinen settle in quickly, and he 
was at his best in the third period, saving all 12 shots he faced to keep 
the Hawks alive until Soderberg’s equalizer. He finished with 29 saves on 
31 shots. 

‘‘That was perfect revenge from the other night,’’ Lankinen said. ‘‘I was 
disappointed I wasn’t able to make those saves at the end to give the 
team the chance to win. But at the same time, there’s so many games. 
You can’t really dwell on one game. You’ve just got to move forward and 
think ahead.’’ 

Added DeBrincat: ‘‘I’ve said this every interview, but he’s given us a 
chance to win.’’ 

The Hawks will enter a season-long six-game road trip with a 4-1-0 
record in their last five games. 

‘‘I like how we stayed in it,’’ Colliton said. ‘‘We were one shot away, and 
we continued to be one shot away until we got our chance.’’ 

Soderberg getting acclimated 

Soderberg’s transition to the Hawks was difficult. 

He was held up for weeks in Sweden, unable to get a U.S. work visa 
because of holiday delays. He missed all of training camp and the first 
road trip. Then he had to fight for a role on a team that had seen its 
center depth improve significantly because of the emergence of Philipp 
Kurashev and Pius Suter. 

‘‘[I’d] been skating for a long time, but you need battles, you need 
everything,’’ Soderberg said. ‘‘To jump right into it, it took six or seven 
games to start winning battles. I started feeling better the last week or 
so.’’ 

Soderberg’s long-awaited first goal with the Hawks came at the perfect 
time Saturday, tying the score late. 

His scoring-chance ratio also has improved, going from 35.6% in his first 
five games to 47.8% in his last six, and he won 21 of 27 draws in the 
series against the Blue Jackets. 

‘‘He’s been getting better and better,’’ Colliton said. ‘‘What’s clear, even 
when he didn’t have his legs, is he’s so smart. When he gets in a 50-50 
[battle], he wins it.’’ 

‘‘[This] was my best game so far,’’ Soderberg said. 

Carpenter off COVID-19 list 

Ryan Carpenter came off the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list, exactly 14 
days after he was put on it. That finally left the Hawks without anyone on 
the list. 

Colliton confirmed Carpenter had tested positive. Like Adam Boqvist and 
Lucas Wallmark last week, he will require some time to return to game 
readiness. 
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Blackhawks believe they’re ‘positioned pretty well’ for NHL’s 2021 
expansion draft 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Feb 13, 2021, 2:59pm CST 
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When defenseman Madison Bowey made his first two appearances for 
the Blackhawks last week, he crossed a crucial threshold. 

Bowey’s number of games played in the last two seasons rose from 53 to 
55, making him an ‘‘experienced’’ defenseman for the purposes of the 
NHL expansion draft that will be held this summer to build the Seattle 
Kraken. 

Every NHL team is required to expose at least two experienced forwards 
and one experienced defenseman for the Kraken to choose from. Bowey, 
who wasn’t even on the Hawks’ roster until a few weeks ago and isn’t a 
big part of their future plans, now helps the franchise in that regard. 

Although much can and will happen between now and the expansion 
draft, Bowey’s situation is an example of the Hawks planning ahead for it. 

General manager Stan Bowman said he’s confident the Hawks won’t 
lose anyone integral to their plans. 

‘‘We have a pretty good idea of what we’re going to do,’’ Bowman said 
recently. ‘‘There are some teams that are in a more perilous position to 
maybe lose a really important player. I’m not sure that’s the case for us. 
We’re positioned pretty well.’’ 

The 2021 rules are the same as in 2017, when the Golden Knights 
plucked defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk from the Hawks. Teams must 
expose at least three experienced players, as described, who are under 
contract for another year. Bowey and fourth-line forwards Ryan 
Carpenter and Matthew Highmore are all relatively low-value Hawks who 
already meet the requirements. 

On the other end, teams can protect seven forwards, three defensemen 
and one goalie or eight total skaters (in any combination) and one goalie. 
Last time, 24 of 30 teams — including the Hawks — chose the first 
option. But both could be viable choices for the Hawks this time. 

Before that decision must be made, however, the Hawks know forwards 
Kirby Dach, Dominik Kubalik, Pius Suter and Philipp Kurashev, 
defensemen Ian Mitchell, Adam Boqvist and Nicolas Beaudin and all their 
other first- and second-year players are automatically exempt. That’s a 
huge portion of their young core that won’t count against the protection 
limit. 

Conversely, the four veterans with no-movement clauses — forwards 
Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews and defensemen Duncan Keith and 
Brent Seabrook — require automatic protection (unless they can be 
persuaded to waive their clauses) and do count against the limit. 

The Hawks almost certainly will protect forwards Alex DeBrincat and 
Dylan Strome, plus Kevin Lankinen as their one goalie. 

The players Bowman really will have to make decisions about are 
forwards Alex Nylander and Brandon Hagel and defensemen Connor 
Murphy, Calvin de Haan and Nikita Zadorov. If the Hawks protect two of 
those three defensemen, they can’t protect either forward. 

Or the Hawks could protect only one of the three defensemen (likely 
Murphy) and protect Nylander, Hagel and another forward — probably 
David Kampf, Andrew Shaw (if he recovers from his latest concussion) or 
Mattias Janmark (if the Hawks plan to re-sign him as an unrestricted free 
agent this summer). 

Depending on the route they take, the Hawks might end up exposing 
several decent players. But other teams are in far worse situations, and 
Bowman quickly emphasized the Hawks only can lose one player, no 
matter what. 

‘‘We’ve done a lot of scenario-planning and a lot of ‘What if?’ ’’ Bowman 
said. ‘‘Part of it depends on what Seattle does and who they pick from 
other teams. You can look at it now and say, ‘Well, they’re probably 
going to be interested in this player.’ But if they end up getting a lot of 
similar types of guys, they might look for someone else. 

‘‘It’s hard to totally game-plan it, but we have spent a lot of time preparing 
ourselves. We’re going to be fine.’’ 
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Lankinen redeems himself in Hawks' OT win 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 

2/13/2021 10:43 PM 

 

The Blackhawks' 6-5 loss to Columbus on Thursday boiled down to a 
number of factors, none greater than their inability to control the puck in 
the final minutes. 

But there was another issue -- and that was the play of Kevin Lankinen. 

The rookie netminder yielded 6 goals -- and while some were 
undoubtedly not his fault -- it's tough not to blame him for the game-
winner. It came when Kevin Stenlund fired a shot that went right through 
Lankinen's legs with 1:14 remaining. 

Despite the rough outing, coach Jeremy Colliton didn't hesitate to start 
Lankinen in the rematch with the Blue Jackets at the United Center on 
Saturday. 

"It's a hard league. So you're going to be tested every day," Colliton said 
beforehand. 

"Just love his composure, love his demeanor, love how he carries himself 
and wanted to give him the chance to respond ... instead of sitting on it 
for a bunch of days." 

Lankinen responded incredibly well, only giving up a pair of goals in a 
hard-fought 3-2 overtime victory. Alex DeBrincat notched the winner by 
batting in a bouncing puck with 4:25 left. It was his sixth goal in the last 
five games and team-leading eighth overall.                                                                   

"That was the perfect revenge from the other night," Lankinen said. 

The Hawks (7-5-4) trailed 2-1 and were held completely in check by 
Columbus in the third period until Carl Soderberg came through and tied 
it with 4:45 remaining. 

Lankinen finished with 29 saves, the biggest coming on back-to-back 
shots from Michael Del Zotto with 3:14 and 3:13 remaining. 

"It's 2-1 there for a long time and he keeps us in long enough where we 
can get a turnover and bury that one," DeBrincat said. "He's been huge 
for us and he's a big part of why we've had these wins and why we're 
surprising some people." 

Columbus' only goals came on a nasty shot from Patrik Laine at 6:39 of 
the first period and on Cam Atkinson's tip of a Zach Werenski blast at 
14:47 of the second. 

Lankinen managed to put Thursday's game behind him quickly, despite 
the heart-wrenching nature of the loss. 

"I didn't think about it too much," he said. "I was disappointed I wasn't 
able to make those saves at the end to give the team the chance to win. 
But at the same time, there's so many games.                                                                           

"You can't really dwell on one game. You've just got to move forward and 
think ahead." 
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That's exactly the mentality Corey Crawford brought to the position. 

Give up 5 goals? No big deal. 

Be better the next game and learn from the experience. 

Lankinen did exactly that, and it bodes well for him and the Hawks 
moving forward. 

"The puck goes sometimes wherever," Lankinen said. "It's hard to read 
some situations. The biggest learning lesson from the other night was to 
just make sure you always find the puck; just be ready whatever 
happens." 

Oh, and stick with it. Because even though Columbus was frustrating the 
Hawks down the stretch, it takes just one bounce to turn things around. 

And that's exactly what happened when Philipp Kurashev alertly poked 
the puck away from Zach Werenski and right to Soderberg in the 
offensive zone. Soderberg corralled it, turned, fired and tied the game. 

"I just like that we stayed in it," Colliton said. "We were one shot away 
and we continued to be one shot away until we got our chance. ... 

There wasn't much going on. But just believe if we keep them off the 
board we're going to come through." 
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Blackhawks' Boqvist still getting into shape; surprised he tested positive 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Chicago Blackhawks defenseman Adam Boqvist missed his 10th straight 
game Saturday as he continues get back in shape after testing positive 
for COVID-19. 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 

2/13/2021 7:28 PM 

 

Adam Boqvist did not play against Columbus on Saturday as he 
continues to get back into playing shape after contracting COVID-19. 

It was the 10th straight game Boqvist missed. 

The second-year defenseman was surprised when he tested positive, 
noting he wore a mask and didn't go anywhere except his home, the 
United Center and Fifth Third Arena. 

"Just lost my taste and smell," said Boqvist, who has been skating for 
about a week. "Two weeks to not see (teammates) and be by yourself is 
hard. But I was able to watch games and learn and see other players and 
other teams and learn from them." 

Coach Jeremy Colliton gave no guidance as to when Boqvist might 
return to game action. Boqvist said he's has "a little bit of taste back" but 
still can't smell. 

"It's kind of weird," he said. "You want to see if you smell good or if your 
cologne is good. Hopefully it's back soon, but I'm just happy to be out of 
the quarantine."                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Boqvist had to undergo heart and blood tests while recovering. He was 
relieved when those came back OK, understanding that complications 
from COVID hit everyone differently. 

Minnesota's Marco Rossi is a good example. The 19-year-old Wild 
defenseman returned to Austria to recover after a physical flagged 
something wrong months after he supposedly recovered. 

"That's sad for him," Boqvist said. "He's a good player and I saw him at 
World Juniors. ... 

"I wanted to feel good, and I didn't feel that bad so I was just happy for 
that. You know COVID, it's nothing to joke around with because it could 
be very bad." 

That hurts: 

Asked if Thursday's gut-wrenching 6-5 loss to Columbus was the worst of 
his hockey career, Dylan Strome said: "No. I've had some tough losses. 
That doesn't come close." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

His list began with the Erie Otters' 4-3 loss to Windsor in the 2017 
Memorial Cup. The Otters led 2-1 and 3-2, but they fell behind early in 
the third period. 

According to hockeywriters.com, in the waning moments Alex DeBrincat 
beat Windsor's goalie, but the puck hit the inside of the far post. The 
hockeywriters article then said: "The image of Dylan Strome on his knees 
with anguish in his face said all you needed to know about how crushing 
this defeat was. This was their last opportunity to make good on their all-
in." 

Strome also listed the 2017 World Juniors and 2019 World 
Championships among his worst defeats. 

"I've had a lot of losses in the finals," Strome said. 

Slap shots: 

The Hawks took Ryan Carpenter out of COVID protocol and placed 
defenseman Connor Murphy (hip) on injured reserve. ... Patrick Kane 
ranked fourth in total points (20) through Friday's games. He trailed only 
Connor McDavid (28), Leon Draisaitl (26) and Mitch Marner (21). ... Alex 
DeBrincat scored 7 goals in his first 11 games this season. It took him 29 
games to reach that mark in 2019-20. ... Heading into Saturday, Dominik 
Kubalik had 12 points, 10 of which came on the power play. Last season 
just 8 of his 46 points came on the PP. 
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How Blackhawks hope to learn from crushing loss to Jackets 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks were in a really good position to win their fourth 
consecutive game on Thursday against the Columbus Blue Jackets. 
They gave up the first goal but scored three straight to take a two-goal 
lead into the first intermission and later held a 4-2 lead towards the early 
stages of the final frame. 

But the Blue Jackets scored four third-period goals, including two in a 
span of 1:27 in the final three minutes, and handed the Blackhawks only 
their second regulation loss in the last 12 games. It was a gut-wrenching 
finish for a Blackhawks team that was starting to feel good about 
themselves after winning three straight against Carolina and Dallas 
(twice). 

"It would’ve been nice to keep that train rolling and keep winning games," 
said Patrick Kane, who had three points (one goal, two assists) in a 6-5 
loss to the Blue Jackets. "A little disappointment right now, but we’ll 
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regroup and go over it tomorrow and hopefully have a better result on 
Saturday." 

The Blackhawks would certainly prefer to learn their lessons following a 
win, but they'll be forced to do so after a heartbreaking loss. And it won't 
be just one. 

"A lot of lessons we can learn from tonight, no question," head coach 
Jeremy Colliton said. "We were in a position to win the game multiple 
times, at home. We did little things as the game went on that gave them 
momentum and, to their credit, they capitalized on their chances. We've 
got to manage the puck better and we've got to have some killer instinct 
in the third period when we have the lead and manage the game, 
manage the momentum better. We’ll talk about that tomorrow, we'll 
respond to a little adversity and get right back to winning." 

It was an unfortunate result because it overshadowed the positive 
offensive developments, such as the Blackhawks scoring four 5-on-5 
goals after failing to record one in two games against Dallas, adding 
another on the power play, and, perhaps most notably, Nicolas Beaudin 
and Ian Mitchell tallying their first career NHL goals 56 seconds apart in 
the second period. 

"Just a bad feeling in all our stomachs and you know that one got away 
from us," Mitchell said. " [Colliton] just said we've got to learn from it and 
try not to let it happen again. It definitely got away from us but you've just 
got to learn how to win games, and that’s the biggest thing. We’re 
learning, but it still sucks though." 

The lack of puck management in the third period is something every 
Blackhawk pointed to as a reason for the collapse. They had a tough 
time breaking pucks out and didn't make it hard enough on the Blue 
Jackets to gain zone entry. 

The Blackhawks have been proud of the way they've been able to win 
those low-scoring affairs this season, but protecting a lead and shutting 
the door in the third period is something that will certainly be talked about 
at practice on Friday. 

"We have a pretty young team," Beaudin said. "We just have to play 
harder and simple when we have the lead. We had a couple of turnovers 
there in the third that gave the other team some juice. If we can clean 
that up, it’ll be better for us." 
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Blackhawks get ‘perfect revenge’ against Blue Jackets 

 

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers  

Feb 13, 2021   

 

The nice thing about the NHL’s schedule this season is teams have an 
opportunity to redeem themselves against a given opponent quite 
quickly. 

The Blackhawks weren’t happy with the way they played against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in a narrow loss on Thursday. On Saturday, the 
Blackhawks corrected that and won 3-2 in overtime. 

“I think we went over video yesterday, got through all the things we 
messed up,” said Blackhawks forward Alex DeBrincat, who scored the 
game winner. “Today coming into the game, we were far from perfect, 
but we tightened up a little bit. We didn’t give up six goals. That was 
something we needed to build on, make sure we weren’t giving up 
points.” 

Puck management was one of Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton’s 
biggest issues with Thursday’s performance. Whether the Blue Jackets 
were pressuring them or not, the Blackhawks had a tendency of giving up 
the puck way too easily. 

On Saturday, the Blackhawks were a lot cleaner, and that led to much 
more offensive zone time. The Blue Jackets held a 59-29 edge in shot 
attempts on Thursday. On Saturday, the Blackhawks had a 44-41 
advantage in the same category. 

“We managed it pretty good,” Colliton said. “We had some opportunities 
in their half of the rink, when we won it back, to create more. We just 
didn’t quite make the plays. I think 15 chances we had it, could have had 
20. We didn’t give them the freebies, free momentum we had in the 
previous games. Then you’re in it and you have a chance.” 

Up and down the lineup, from goalie Kevin Lankinen to the fourth line, 
the Blackhawks bounced back from Thursday. 

1. Carl Soderberg provided the magic touch on the game-tying goal late 
in the third period, but it was a team effort to get him that puck. 

David Kampf carried the puck into the offensive zone, and the Blue 
Jackets had three chances to get it out. The Blackhawks denied them 
each time. As you’ll see in the following clip, Soderberg thwarts them the 
first time, then Nicolas Beaudin steps up to do the same and finally, 
Philipp Kurashev pops in to block another exit and knocks the puck to 
Soderberg. 

“Right place, right time,” Soderberg said. 

2. DeBrincat has six goals and four assists in six games since coming off 
COVID-19 protocol, and Patrick Kane now has seven multi-point games, 
including three in his last four. This is a hard-working group, but it’s not a 
supremely gifted group. Having your two best offensive weapons playing 
at a ridiculously high level certainly helps. 

Kane doesn’t have many cheap points either. Of his 22 points this 
season, seven have come from goals and another 11 from primary 
assists. He’s tied for third in the league in primary assists. 

3. How about DeBrincat’s hand-eye coordination on the game winner? 

DeBrincat called it “pretty lucky,” but he was due some of that after being 
snake-bitten for most of last season. 

“Last year, stuff wasn’t going my way,” he said. “This year, I’m getting 
bounces, obviously like tonight. Maybe that’s not going in most of the 
time, but tonight it did.” 

He’s no longer the one-dimensional goal-scorer he was in his first couple 
of seasons, either. He’s become a heck of an all-around player, a 
process that really started last season even when the pucks weren’t 
going in. It’s a big reason why he never allowed himself to get too 
frustrated last season; he knew he was developing into a better player, 
no matter what the numbers said. 

“He’s been sensational,” Lankinen said. “You see his confidence, even in 
practice when we play two-puck or shooting drills. He’s just a pretty 
complete player. He skates fast, he battles, he’s a good shooter, he sees 
the ice well.” 

4. Lankinen insists he doesn’t feel like he’s already locked down the 
Blackhawks’ No. 1 goalie job, despite the fact he’s started 11 of the last 
13 games. But Colliton clearly sees him as the guy — at least for now — 
putting him right back in the net after giving up a season-high six goals 
on 43 shots Thursday night. 

“He’s been so good for us,” Colliton said. “Just didn’t love the idea of 
having him sit on that performance for a few days.” 

Lankinen called Saturday’s win “perfect revenge,” and not just because 
he beat his old buddy Joonas Korpisalo. But he didn’t stew on or sweat 
Thursday’s off night much. And after giving up two goals in the final three 
minutes Thursday night after the Blackhawks had taken the lead late in 
the third, Lankinen shut it down after Soderberg’s equalizer on Saturday, 
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making back-to-back terrific stops on Michael del Zotto just 30 seconds 
later to get the game to overtime. 

“I didn’t think about it too much,” he said. “I felt it was one of those nights 
where you have a few bounces, the puck goes wherever, and all of a 
sudden it’s in the back of the net. We were close to winning the game 
and I was disappointed to not make those saves. At the same time, 
there’s so many games. You can’t dwell on one game. You have to think 
forward, move ahead. From every game, you can learn something new, 
so you take the best out of them and move forward.” 

5. With Connor Murphy (hip) and Andrew Shaw (concussion protocol) 
hurt, Adam Boqvist, Lucas Wallmark and Ryan Carpenter working their 
way back from COVID-19 protocol, and Madison Bowey replaced by 
Reese Johnson, the Blackhawks had a season-high eight rookies among 
their 19 players on Saturday — Kevin Lankinen, Philipp Kurashev, Pius 
Suter, Brandon Hagel, Lucas Carlsson, Ian Mitchell, Nicolas Beaudin and 
Johnson. They had previously dressed seven defensemen twice. 

The Blackhawks have 25 points from rookies this season, seven more 
than their nearest competitor, the Devils (who have played only nine 
games, to be fair). 

6. Here are the game’s analytics from Sportlogiq: 

OZ poss time 

8:04 

4:36 

Slot shots on net 

12 

17 

Rush scoring chances 

4 

7 

Controlled entries 

49 

34 

Controlled exits 

74 

73 

Stretch passes 

14 

11 

7. In our regular Mattias Janmark eye test versus analytics test check-in, 
he passed both Thursday. 

The analytics were very favorable to Janmark. After having an on-ice 
expected goals percentage of 2.7 last game, that improved to 53.52 on 
Saturday. The Blue Jackets had a 24-2 advantage in shot attempts with 
him on the ice Thursday, and that changed to a 13-8 advantage for the 
Blackhawks on Saturday. 

As for the eye test, he definitely made a few plays where he was 
noticeable. Here’s one where he steals a puck and creates a quality 
chance for Soderberg. 

8. There’s really not much the Blackhawks could have done on this. 
Nikita Zadorov misses on a puck coming up the ice and gets caught 
behind the play, but Nicolas Beaudin steps up and appears to do enough 
to stop most players. 

The problem is the player is Patrik Laine. He just releases a world-class 
shot. The way he changes the angle of his release on the move is 
incredible. 

9. On the Blue Jackets’ second goal, the Blackhawks were defending for 
nearly 30 seconds in their defensive zone. Calvin de Haan and Brandon 
Hagel had opportunities to get the puck out, but they failed. Eventually, 
teams often make you pay when they have you hemmed in like that. 

10. Hagel is going to have a long NHL career even if he doesn’t produce 
as long as he can have shifts like this. He’s just all over the puck. 

11. Soderberg has been seeing more faceoffs as of late. He took a team-
high 15 faceoffs Saturday. He won 12 of them. 

Overall, Soderberg probably had his best game of the season, which is 
something he said, too. 

“Was great to get (the goal) out of the way, obviously, but overall I felt it 
was my best game so far, winning battles, winning faceoffs and was 
around the net all night,” he said. 

12. The Blackhawks are back on the road Sunday, with two games in 
Detroit, two in Carolina and two in Columbus. There’ll be a brief 36 hours 
or so at home next weekend in between the Hurricanes and Blue Jackets 
series, but they’ll be away from the United Center for 13 days. By the 
time they get back, they’ll have had 14 road games against just eight 
home games. 

Typically, that’s not a bad thing. But this season’s anything but typical, 
and there are no long, leisurely dinners with teammates or nights at the 
bar on off nights. Players are basically prohibited from leaving the hotel 
unless it’s to go to the rink. 

“It’s boring, that’s for sure,” Dylan Strome said. “We’ve got to stay in our 
hotel rooms. Each team has a little team lounge that they got set up at 
each hotel, and everyone’s staying at the same hotels, so they have a 
pretty good setup for us there. You’ve got to wear your mask, got to be 
safe, got to do the right things and stay healthy. You’re used to going out 
for dinner or whatever it may be. Or having friends come watch the 
game, or you see them after the game. It’s different, but that’s the new 
world we’re living in. It’s not as fun, but we’re making the most of it.” 

You’d think the schedule correction would be coming soon, but it’s really 
not until the end of the season that the Blackhawks will see all those 
home games. Twelve of their last 18 games will be at the United Center. 
But home-ice advantage isn’t what it used to be, and besides, being at 
home isn’t that exciting these days, either. 

“It’s the fans (that make) home ice,” Strome said, noting that other teams 
in the division — Dallas, Florida, Tampa Bay and Nashville — are 
allowing a small portion of fans in for each game. “There’s a little buzz in 
the other rinks, but you’ve got to find a way to get yourself up for games. 
That’s the biggest thing about home ice, is just no fans.” 

13. Another missed connection for Patrick Kane and Tommy Hawk 
during warmups. 
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Blackhawks remain patient for prospect Artur Kayumov’s arrival from 
Russia 

 

By Scott Powers  

Feb 13, 2021   
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There’s no denying the Blackhawks have gone full speed ahead with 
their youth movement. 

While several prospects have gotten into their NHL lineup already this 
season, and a few more from Rockford likely will too, there is one 
prospect who definitely won’t be in the NHL this season and very well 
could have been if he had signed: Artur Kayumov. 

Signing Kayumov, a 2016 second-round pick, seemed like a real 
possibility last winter. His KHL contract with Lokomotiv was set to expire 
after the 2019-20 season and the Blackhawks expressed their desire to 
bring him over to North America. They were also hoping to sign fellow 
Russian forward Andrei Altybarmakyan to an NHL deal, which they later 
did. 

After consideration, Kayumov ended up re-signing with Lokomotiv on a 
two-year contract in December 2019, meaning he won’t be joining the 
Blackhawks until at least the 2022-23 season. 

The Blackhawks took the news in stride. Because Kayumov was drafted 
from Russia, his NHL draft rights don’t have an expiration date. The 
Blackhawks feel like it’s just a matter of time. 

“It’s a different animal trying to get the Russian players over here,” 
Blackhawks assistant general manager of player development Mark 
Eaton recently said. “I guess we thought maybe an opportunity was 
there, but then a realization came he had signed an extension and that 
wasn’t going to be a possibility. Obviously the KHL is a great league and 
you’re gonna play against some high-end players. It’s still a good 
environment for development, so there’s far worse places for him to be. 
But yeah, for us, he’s getting readier by the game to contribute to our 
organization. And from our standpoint, yeah, we want to get him over 
here as soon as possible.” 

Blackhawks general manager Stan Bowman had a similar reaction. He 
downplayed any disappointment, but he made it clear he thought the 22-
year-old Kayumov was close to being NHL-ready. 

“Probably not disappointed, but it was someone that we thought was 
ready for North America,” Bowman said. “He’s still young, so it’s not like 
there’s an issue that he didn’t come over right now. But we think that he’s 
a pretty good player. And if he was in North America, he might be close 
to the NHL. So obviously the Russians sometimes want to stay in the 
KHL longer until they can just definitely jump into the NHL. So I guess, 
I’m not disappointed. I think he could have been a candidate to play on 
the team this year if he was here, but it’s not the way it went.” 

Kayumov’s North American agent Dan Milstein said Kayumov did 
consider signing with the Blackhawks. 

“There was always a possibility,” Milstein said. “We kept close 
communication with the team. And at the time, he decided that spending 
a little more time in Russia to better develop and prepare for the next 
step was important to him.” 

According to a KHL source, Kayumov had told the Blackhawks he was 
interested in signing, but he then re-signed with Lokomotiv. The source 
said the decision came down to guaranteed money in his KHL contract, 
the desire to improve his game further before departing for North 
America, improving his English and playing for Russia in the World 
Championship. 

One KHL executive thought Kayumov made the correct decision. 

“He was too raw to go the NHL and he knew that, and the COVID 
situation was a reason as well,” the source said. “He’s taken a couple of 
good steps with the new (Lokomotiv) coach, got a bigger role and lives 
up to that. I wouldn’t be surprised to see him scoring around a point per 
game next year. The problem is he’s playing for a defense-first, low-
scoring team. And after that, he could go straight to the NHL with a good 
background as an established two-way forward. Although I don’t think his 
potential would allow him to play in a top-6 role at the NHL level, but 
sometimes he makes me think another way, because he’s very well-
rounded with a good skill set.” 

Kayumov, who turns 23 on Sunday, is having his best KHL season to 
date. He has a career-best 29 points, including a career-best 17 assists, 
in 51 games. He’s also averaging a career-best 16:02 of ice time and is 
playing on the power play and penalty kill for Lokomotiv, which is fourth 
in its conference. 

Milstein thought Kayumov staying in the KHL would pay off for him when 
he does decide to join the Blackhawks. 

“He’s continuing his development,” Milstein said. “This has been a major 
year for him. He’s taken another step. He was recently invited to 
participate with the national team in an upcoming tournament. So, he’s 
moving in the right direction. We expect him a year from now to come out 
and not just be an outsider but come in and compete for one of the major 
roles on the team.” 

Milstein said Kayumov does keep an eye on the Blackhawks as well. 

“Of course, you know all of the guys in the KHL watch highlights in every 
locker room,” Milstein said. “When there’s something happening, there’s 
always a discussion. But I also know Artur is obviously keeping close 
tabs on what’s happening with the Blackhawks.” 

Kayumov has some playmaking skills to his game. In this clip, he has 
speed coming into the zone, eludes a check and sets up a teammate at 
the net. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks back up owner's statement with breakthrough 
effort vs. Flames 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

February 14, 2021, 2:11 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- The Vancouver Canucks made two important 
statements Saturday. Three if you count their fashion choices. 

About two-and-a-half hours before the Canucks played the Calgary 
Flames, team owner Francesco Aquilini -- after hearing and reading all 
week that he was about to fire someone -- issued a strong six-tweet 
statement in support of general manager Jim Benning and coach Travis 
Green. 

“When the media starts pouring gas on the fire, dealing in rumours and 
misinformation as if it’s fact, it’s time for me to speak up,” Aquilini wrote 
on Twitter. “Contrary to what you may have read or heard, we’re sticking 
to the path we’re on.” 

Aquilini stated: “I have full confidence in Jim, Travis and this group. I 
have no plans to make changes.” 

Then the Canucks went out and largely dominated their opponent for the 
third straight game. The difference Saturday is they actually won, getting 
outstanding solo goals from defencemen Quinn Hughes and Tyler Myers 
to beat the Calgary Flames 3-1 at Rogers Arena and halt a six-game 
losing streak. 

Had you not seen the dark weeks that preceded Saturday’s game, you 
would wonder how the owner’s statement could even be necessary given 
the emphatic statement by his team, which had more shots in the first 
period (20) than the Flames had in the game. The final shots were 46-19. 

Even with the Canucks’ determined efforts earlier in the week against the 
Flames and Toronto Maple Leafs, who were badly outplayed through two 
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periods but won anyway, it would be ridiculous to declare Saturday’s win 
a turning point. 

It was Vancouver’s first victory since Jan. 30. And where, exactly, would 
they be turning to? At 7-11-0, the Canucks still have the third-worst 
winning percentage in the National Hockey League and are well behind 
in the North Division playoff race when games-played are factored in. 

But for a team that had gone unrewarded the previous two games 
despite elevated intensity and execution, their win Saturday felt like a 
breakthrough because it was achieved against ex-Canucks goalie Jacob 
Markstrom, who was already 3-0 against his former team and had 
stopped 120 of 123 shots before Hughes finally beat him at 9:27 of the 
second period. 

“What I liked from our group is we stuck with it, we didn't deviate from our 
system and what we were trying to do,” Myers said of finally solving 
Markstrom. “We didn't try and cheat or force plays. It was a big win (to) 
finally break Marky. It was nice to get one past him. 

“On a bit of a skid here, and sometimes getting that first one is the 
toughest. But we've really liked our team game the last three games. To 
come out on top and to get that (winning) feeling again, we just have to 
remember it, remember how we got it and just keep going.” 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Hughes buries sweet wrist shot after faking Flames defence 

Hughes stepped up on a Flames breakout and intercepted a soft pass by 
Sean Monahan by skating in front of Johnny Gaudreau. On a two-on-
one, Hughes turned to pass, freezing Markstrom in his net, before 
scoring with a high wrist shot to make it 1-0. 

After Sam Bennett tied it for Calgary 75 seconds later, beating 
Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko from the high slot after J.T. Miller’s 
difficult pass to Elias Pettersson turned into a turnover, Myers won it with 
5:11 remaining in the third period. 

The six-foot-eight defenceman held his ground just outside the Calgary 
blue line, stuffing another Flames breakout and turning back the other 
way with the puck. Galloping like a giraffe on the Serengeti, Myers cut 
hard to slot between two defenders then scored with a shot that went 
arm-and-in off Markstrom. 

Brandon Sutter scored from 130 feet into an empty net with 1:23 to go, 
set up by Loui Eriksson, who was healthy-scratched by Green in 16 of 
the Canucks’ first 17 games but was still trusted by the coach to defend 
the late lead. 

“Obviously, we needed a win bad, and we felt like the last two games that 
we could have won,” Hughes said. “We played really good hockey, but 
tonight to get rewarded is nice. 

“We just wanted the result and we kept going, we didn't fall asleep and, 
you know, we played a good game.” 

Remaining Time -1:00 

Canucks' Myers steals puck and fights through Flames to score 

Hughes seemed more excited to talk about clothes than his goal. With 
pandemic restrictions preventing the kind of team-bonding exercises the 
Canucks could have used in the first month of the season, players 
agreed to leave their bespoke suits in the closet on Saturday and wear 
“work clothes” to the game. 

“I think that's maybe the most promising thing to come out of the win,” 
Hughes, who is 21, said. “It was pretty cool to just put on a jacket and 
come to the rink. We're just trying to have fun as a group again and I 
think it's been helping.” 

It will be a casual Monday for the Canucks when they play their third 
straight game at home against the Flames, who are a point ahead in the 
standings but have played four fewer games than Vancouver. 

“We made a thing that we all had to wear workboots coming into the 
rink,” Myers said. “And, you know, I think it showed on the ice we were 
ready to work. It's nice to get a win. I'm sure we'll keep the casual going 
and try and keep these (good) things coming on the ice.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens outhit, outlast Maple Leafs: ‘Our game was a 
mess from there’ 

 

Luke Fox 

February 14, 2021, 12:42 AM 

 

TORONTO – One and done. 

Entering Saturday night’s showdown of the North Division’s best, that is 
how the Montreal Canadiens lamented their limited offensive chances 
against this defensively conscious edition of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Leaving Scotiabank Arena, however, it was the Maple Leafs who could 
blame one-and-done for their 2-1 loss at home and a fizzling conclusion 
to an 8-0-1 cross-country rip that had vaulted them to the top of league 
standings. 

As in one goal and… silence. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Things started so promising for the hometown heroes that coach Sheldon 
Keefe thought it was “bizarre” how their rhythm and momentum 
dissipated so quick and so long. 

Auston Matthews picked Phillip Danault’s pocket behind the net on an 
early forecheck and fed Mitch Marner in the slot to give Toronto the lead 
at the 3:36 mark, and the Leafs dominated play for the bulk of the first 
frame. 

Then Carey Price happened. 

The Canadiens goaltender — whose numbers have slipped below those 
of backup Jake Allen through the quarter mark of the season — was 
flawless for the next 56-plus minutes. Price denied Marner thrice, John 
Tavares four times, and Auston Matthews five times, once racing out of 
his crease to nullify a Matthews breakaway attempt. 

Frustration switched sweaters. 

“He’s just like a third defenceman back there,” said Matthews, who did 
extend his point streak to 12 games. “On our dumps and rims, we just 
couldn’t keep it away from Price. That’s what really puts him above 
everybody else in this league. 

“It’s difficult to create offence when we’re not keeping the puck away from 
him and they’re just breaking out smoothly every time.” 

Remaining Time -0:50 

Matthews credits Price at frustrating Maple Leafs offence 

Keefe lamented the first period’s missed opportunities to put the match 
away, figuring the score could’ve been 2-0 or 3-0 after 20 minutes. 
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“We had more than enough offence there in the first to blow the game 
wide open and didn’t capitalize or didn’t go our way. Our game was a 
mess from there,” Keefe said. 

“I’m not sure whether that discouraged us or maybe made us think it was 
going to be a little bit easier night.” 

Nothing was easy at either end, as the officials tucked their whistles and 
both squads did an admirable job of limiting odd-man rushes and keeping 
threats to the outside. 

The Maple Leafs threw themselves in front of pucks, blocking an 
uncharacteristically high 21 shots. Montreal threw the body, outhitting 
Toronto 46-16. 

“That was a factor in the game, for sure,” Keefe said. “They were 
probably a little frustrated with the way the game started, and they just 
started to focus on physicality. I do think that’s part of what just made us 
tired and had us playing on the back half of our shift tired. We had real 
long shift lengths and stuff like that where we just couldn’t get off the ice, 
couldn’t string together passes.” 

After the first, Toronto was unable to build momentum through positive 
shifts, and Marner admitted the Leafs extended shifts in hopes of 
offensive chances. 

“As the game went on, we got too cute with it,” Marner said. “We got 
away from what made us successful. We weren’t hard on the forecheck. 

“We had shifts where we were getting hemmed in our D-zone.” 

Keefe says Maple Leafs were a mess through three periods against 
Canadiens 

It was a tight, greasy, bruisy affair. 

In other words: a brand of hockey built for Brendan Gallagher. 

Gallagher helped spark a passing sequence that led to Tyler Toffoli’s 
tying goal early in the third. Then he knocked down a Jeff Petry point 
shot and whacked home the winner with less than four minutes left in 
regulation. 

“You just want to reward your goaltender when he makes that many big 
saves to keep you in it.” Gallagher said. 

The side that wanted this one more and needed this one more was 
rewarded. 

“You're going to see a different team tonight,” Montreal defenceman Joel 
Edmundson had promised after the morning skate. 

Boy, was he correct. 

For one, Habs coach Claude Julien scratched 2019-20’s leading scorer 
Tomas Tatar. Price delivered a vintage performance. And there was a 
leave-it-all-out-there effort befitting of a club that had lost three of four 
and was staring at a rare six-day break. 

“They came in with a sense of urgency with the way the last few games 
have gone for them,” Tavares said. 

The Maple Leafs will be granted a prime opportunity to wash out the 
“sour taste” (Matthews’ phrase) of this loss next week as they host the 
basement-dwelling Ottawa Senators for a three-game set Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

One and done could well describe Toronto’s losing skid. 

“A lot of things have been going our way here for a long while,” Keefe 
said. “Today it didn’t, and we didn’t help our own cause.” 

ONE-TIMERS: A healthy Nick Robertson, Rasmus Sandin and Adam 
Books will join the Toronto Marlies on their trip to Winnipeg next week in 
order to get some game action…. If Joe Thornton (rib) responds well to 
Sunday’s practice, he could be available as early as Monday…. Tavares 
responded to Elliotte Friedman’s report that he and friend Sam Gagner 
are in the process of taking over operations for the GTHL’s Toronto 
Marlboros. “It's still kind of in the process, so I don't want to get too much 
into it,” Tavares said. “Sam approached me when the opportunity 
presented itself to him in the off-season. When the time's right and the 
process plays out, we’ll have more of a formal update on it. But 
obviously, the organization means a lot to us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Geoff Ward after loss to Canucks: 'We weren’t 
competitive' 

 

Eric Francis 

February 14, 2021, 2:06 AM 

 

Understandably, Geoff Ward wasn’t in the mood for niceties. 

Asked about the effort that decisively ended his team’s three-game win 
streak, the Flames coach kept it short. 

“We weren’t competitive,” he said, following Saturday’s 3-1 loss in 
Vancouver. 

He wished to add nothing more, leaving the Zoom call with 
uncomfortable silence courtesy of the typically chatty coach. 

Only when pressed would he elaborate. 

“I thought we were slow everywhere,” he said. 

“We weren’t skating. It was evident, and they were able to get a 
forecheck. The game is fair. We got what we deserved tonight. We got 
outworked, outskated and outcompeted. Usually, when that happens you 
don’t get the result you want.” 

Indeed, after weeks of inconsistency, the Calgary Flames came up with 
their most complete outing of the season. 

As in, completely outplayed from start to finish. 

There were no lulls in their ability to remain the game’s second-best 
team, carrying their typical first-period face plant into a three-period effort 
that gave the Canucks their first win in seven games. 

With the Flames expanding a 10-0 shot deficit the first ten minutes into a 
46-19 difference by night’s end, the man lured from Vancouver with $36 
million to stop pucks for the Flames probably started feeling a little 
underpaid. 

Even on their power plays the Flames failed to gain any semblance of 
momentum. 

Yet, there they were, tied 1-1 with five minutes left, thanks to yet another 
Jacob Markstrom masterpiece that masked one of the Flames’ worst 
outings of the year. 

“We would have liked to have a point after your goalie stands on his 
head, but we probably got what we deserved,” said Mark Giordano, 
whose club allowed every single opponent to record at least one shot. 

“Obviously they were desperate and they pressed hard, but we’ve got to 
be way better than that.” 
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Giordano reacts to Flames' tough loss against desperate Canucks 

Indeed they do, or all the momentum gained the previous three outings 
was for naught. 

Fact is, the Flames were lucky two nights earlier to beat a Canucks club 
that fell victim to two unlucky bounces. Sean Monahan said the Flames 
knew the NHL’s most desperate team would throw everything at them, 
yet the Flames couldn’t respond with much more than the pretty game-
tying goal by Sam Bennett that came just over a minute after Quinn 
Hughes scored a beauty on Markstrom. 

“We weren’t good,” said Monahan. 

“We’ve got to up our compete level. We’ve got to learn from that real 
quick.” 

On this night, the Flames woes revolved around turnovers, which made it 
appropriate that the winning goal by Calgarian Tyler Myers with five 
minutes left came following a neutral zone turnover he created. His 
game-winner squeezed through his former netminder with the 44th shot 
on net – a season-high for the Flames that got even higher before 
Brandon Sutter capped things with an empty netter. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The Flames still have two more games against the Canucks in this four-
game set and will likely have to play them without Mikael Backlund. 

Less than a week after losing centre Derek Ryan with a broken finger the 
Flames lost the man who may just be their best centre so far this season. 

Backlund left the game late in the first period after a 16-second shift, 
prompting some line shuffling that didn’t help the team’s cause. 

Ward said after the game he didn’t have any update on Backlund’s 
status. 

MACKEY’S DEBUT 

Rookie defenceman Connor Mackey drew in for Nikita Nesterov to make 
his first NHL start, complete with the customary solo spins to open 
warmup as teammates looked on from the bench. 

The 24-year-old college hotshot out of Minnesota State - Mankato played 
13:56 in his pro debut, which included 44 seconds of penalty killing time 
alongside Juuso Valimaki. 

The young duo was on the ice for Hughes’ stellar goal, although it was 
Valimaki who fell for the defenceman’s fake pass before beating 
Markstrom with a shot inside the post. 

Mackey had shown well in the pre-playoff training camp and was the first 
defenceman to sub in for the Flames this year. The fact that he did so 
ahead of Oliver Kylington or Michael Stone says plenty about how they 
fell about the youngster, who was pursued by the bulk of NHL clubs as a 
free agent. 

“It was incredible – something I dreamed of as a kid, to play in your first 
NHL game,” said Mackey, whose father, Dave, played 129 games in the 
NHL. 

“So, it was pretty cool to experience that. Too bad we couldn’t get the 
win, but it was pretty special.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens gain much needed reset with comeback win 
over Maple Leafs 

 

Eric Engels 

February 13, 2021, 11:58 PM 

 

Phillip Danault is in control of the puck behind his own net until suddenly 
he’s not. 

In the amount of time it takes Danault to realize that one of the world’s 
most dangerous players has stripped him of the puck and set up another 
lethal player, a devastating blow has landed right on the chin of an 
already-shell-shocked Montreal Canadiens team. 

The scoreboard reads 1-0 for the Toronto Maple Leafs, but before 20 
minutes are played it feels like 4-0. 

But something changes right after Mitch Marner scores that goal from 
Auston Matthews in the fourth minute, even if we don’t see it on the ice 
immediately. It’s a mental shift for the player who committed the error—
one of too many he’s made through 14 games—and it’s a vital one that 
radiates throughout the group as play moves beyond the 20-minute 
mark. 

“I just took a breath,” Danault explains afterward. 

Exhale the pressure. 

It’s been mounting since Danault arrived at training camp at the 
beginning of January—with a reduced role in the offing, with a contract 
on the line, and then with the details of a massive offer turned down 
leaking right as his game is slipping further away from him. And the 
mistake Danault makes against Matthews can have a torturous effect if 
he allows it to. 

But the 27-year-old tells himself to stay in the present, because he can’t 
undo this mistake and the Canadiens are facing a fourth loss in five 
games and a hellish week off if he doesn’t do something to make up for 
it. 

“You don’t want to overthink,” Danault explains. “It’s hard. If you start 
thinking, you’re done. You can’t think. You gotta play. And when I play 
and don’t think, that’s when I’m at my best. And after that goal, I feel look 
it just loosens me up and it was like, alright, nothing to lose and let’s just 
play.” 

He does. The Canadiens do, too, winning 2-1 with a goal Danault sets up 
6:11 into the third and another one that linemate Brendan Gallagher 
comes up with just over 10 minutes later. 

 “There’s no panic in this group,” Gallagher says afterward. 

But there was tension. Enough of it keep the Canadiens from first doing 
just about everything they came to Toronto with the intention of doing. 

It isn’t Danault who breaks it, though he ends up playing a pivotal part in 
the turnaround, which really kicks into gear halfway through the second 
period. No, before we get there, another player—the one facing even 
more pressure than Danault—has to make the difference. 

Carey Price, the highest-paid goaltender in the NHL, enters Saturday’s 
game with the 32nd best save percentage of any player at his position to 
have appeared in at least five games, and he’s forced to play behind a 
Canadiens team that is far less sure-footed than the one that started the 
season without a regulation loss through its first seven. If he plays 
anything like he had through his first eight starts—not terrible, but not 
good enough—the next six days without a game for this team promise to 
be more miserable for him than anyone else. 

It’s under that spotlight that Price makes a key save on Matthews in the 
first 40 seconds of the game. It’s under that heat that he comes up with 
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another big one on Travis Dermott seconds after Marner opens the 
scoring with a shot he has no chance on. 

Price can kiss his posts for two shots that get by him, but he can also 
embrace his glove and blocker for big stops he comes up with on Jake 
Muzzin and Matthews before the first 20 minutes are up. 

The Canadiens can thank him after 60. 

 “The biggest guy back there was Pricey,” says Gallagher. “We don’t 
have a shot there in the third period if we don’t have him to really settle it 
down.” 

It’s Gallagher, Danault and linemate Tyler Toffoli—with last year’s leading 
scorer and regular on this line, Tomas Tatar, looking on from the press 
box as a healthy scratch—that change the tenor of this game with one 
strong shift in the second period. From there, oxygen starts to fill the 
Canadiens’ lungs, the blood breaks through the blockage and starts 
coursing through the veins again and muscle memory takes over. 

In the third period, the Canadiens hold the Maple Leafs to one shot 
attempt from the high-danger zone. Captain Shea Weber, who had 
struggled through the last two losses, leads the clamp down effort in front 
of Price, while Gallagher, Danault and Toffoli make the big plays at the 
other end of the ice. 

“(Price is) the reason that allowed us to stay in the game and win,” 
Canadiens coach Claude Julien says. “Weby’s our captain—you see 
what Weby does when it’s crunch time. And Gally—what can you say? 
We talk about him giving you 100 per cent every game. Whether it’s a 
good game, mediocre or just an average game, it doesn’t really matter; 
you know he’s there giving all he’s got. So, it’s rewarding to see a player 
like that score a big goal. 

“For Phil, it was a really bad mistake on that goal that the Leafs scored, 
and it was nice to see him rebound and finish strong. So that’s what we 
kind of needed, and hopefully those are good signs for us moving 
forward.” 

The Canadiens needed a reset. Danault needed a reset. Price needed a 
reset. Weber, Gallagher and even Tyler Toffoli, who may have scored his 
10th goal of the season but also had gone five games without a point, 
needed a reset. 

Julien needed one, too. His strategies were called into question after 
Thursday’s loss, but he stuck his guns and pressed some buttons—
scratching Tatar and Brett Kulak and inserting Corey Perry and Victor 
Mete, who both fared well against Toronto. 

Gallagher said Julien and his staff “did a really good job remaining calm 
and letting us find our game.” 

Things sorted themselves out from there, and not a moment too soon. 

“Let’s not kid ourselves; you come out of here with another loss, it’s four 
losses in the last five games (and) you’ve got a whole week to sit on 
that,” says Julien. “It makes a huge difference. This win here is one of 
those wins that you need at the right time of the schedule, and this is 
huge for us. 

“Not that we can relax. Not at all. I think we realize that we have to keep 
working and we’ve got a lot of work to do, and we’ll do that this week. But 
it puts the mindset in a much better position than had it gone the other 
way.” 

It almost did, but things have a way of changing suddenly. 
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Sportsnet.ca /  ‘FOR OUR LEGACY’ 

 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

 

Podcaster. Entrepreneur. NHL prospect. Just 21 years old, Akil Thomas 
is re-writing the script for what it means to be young and Black in hockey 
today. 

The skating stride looks smooth and precise, honed on the ice over 
hours, days and months. But on this sweltering summer day in 
Scarborough, blades have been swapped for wheels on the CCMs 
carrying Akil Thomas forward. 

Nearby, a camera tracks his every movement as he flies up and down 
this suburban lane, flips a tennis ball in the air, spins and whips his stick 
to redirect the floating target top corner. 

A crisp grey cap, sitting backwards with the brim pushed up just so, 
matches the T-shirt he’s donned for the occasion. Both are emblazoned 
with one word: “Zale,” the name of the clothing company founded by the 
young Los Angeles Kings prospect whose dreams extend beyond the 
Staples Center walls. 

It’s far from the first time Thomas has had a camera on him. The duffle 
sitting a few feet away along the curb hints at that spotlight experience, a 
custom tag hanging off its side bearing Thomas’s name below the red, 
white and gold of Hockey Canada’s familiar logo. 

If you’ve heard his name, you’ve seen the footage of the last time he and 
that logo went to work — of his mad dash across the blue line in the final 
minutes of the 2020 World Junior Championship gold-medal game. Of 
the feathery touch that pulled the puck just far enough away from 
Russian netminder Amir Miftakhov and allowed Thomas to backhand it 
into the cage as he tumbled to the ice. A tournament-winning, medal-
clinching flurry. 

This time, there’s no crowd on hand, no medals to be handed out. But 
the impact of this performance might be no less fundamental to who 
Thomas is and what he means to the hockey world. When the footage is 
eventually released, it’ll be backdropped not by the cacophonous din of a 
packed rink but by a steady beat, the relentless hum of a deep bass line 
and a collection of rhymes from Buffalo rappers Conway the Machine 
and Balistic Man. 

It’s the first time Thomas has been asked to shoot a music video. It was 
longtime family friend Damon Kwame Mason who brought the project to 
him after the filmmaker was pitched on the idea by the track’s two 
producers — Toronto brothers Adrian and Lucas Rezza, otherwise 
known as 80 Empire — who saw Thomas’s journey in the game as a 
perfect encapsulation of their song, “Legacy.” 

Though for Thomas it was little more than a few hours’ work amid a 
hectic daily schedule that rarely lets up, the footage offers a glimpse of 
the Scarborough native’s unique place in the game, the novel role he’s 
already carved out for himself at 21 years old. 

This role is never clearer than when Thomas appears on screen with 
Mason and Elijah Roberts — a close friend and former teammate whose 
own on-ice journey is also highlighted throughout the video — all three 
staring holes in the lens. It’s a nexus point of the different paths Thomas 
has traced up to this point — standing alongside Mason and Roberts, 
with whom he launched a podcast last summer to highlight important 
BIPOC voices in the game; draped in gear from the clothing line he runs 
while chasing his big-league dream; bridging the gap between the 
hockey world and a dimension of music and culture it has rarely 
embraced. These are the many sides of Akil Thomas, all in a single shot. 

Entering his first season of professional hockey with the AHL’s Ontario 
Reign this year, those simultaneous pursuits have Thomas redefining 
what it means to be young and Black in the pro ranks. In a sport that so 
often urges young prospects to keep their heads down and shed any 
sense of individuality — particularly in the case of Black players — 
Thomas has proven unafraid to be unapologetically individual. Now the 
young King is trying to change the game as he comes up within it. 
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It would be difficult to imagine a version of Thomas without hockey. The 
son of longtime pro Kahlil Thomas — whose own career took him 
everywhere from Flint to Jacksonville to Memphis to St. John’s, along 
with a half-dozen other stops — the younger Thomas grew up trailing his 
dad like a shadow in the arena. “I was around hockey 24/7. I didn’t go to 
daycare. I went to the rink with my dad every day,” he says. “I grew up 
around the rink, eating bubblegum in the locker room, skating before or 
after practice.” 

Mason first met Thomas before his OHL days, when the latter was just a 
local phenom in Toronto hockey circles. A family connection brought the 
two together, Mason’s father having known Thomas’s grandmother. Even 
in those days, there was something intriguing about him. “You could just 
see how special he was,” Mason remembers. “On the ice … off the ice, 
with his teammates. He just has this aura about him that, you know, 
that’s hockey. If you’re around him, you can just tell, ‘Okay, he’s destined 
to be in this hockey space.’” 

Thomas has made good on that potential over the years. He put together 
a sterling junior career that saw him amass 315 points through 241 OHL 
games. He authored a historic moment on the national stage that vaulted 
him into the rarified air of Canadians who’ve tallied tournament-clinchers. 
And he saw his path to the big leagues begin to take shape by way of the 
Kings’ 51st-overall selection at the 2018 NHL Draft. 

Thomas became a household name after scoring the tournament-
clinching goal of the 2020 World Junior Ice Hockey Championships 

And somehow, in that same timespan, the ever-turning gears that make 
Thomas a top-tier playmaker allowed him to make a play for the fashion 
world, too — though the origin story of Zale Apparel is tied more to 
securing short-term cash flow than a masterful branding long game. 

“When I was 13, I was going to Upper Canada College…. Things were 
tight growing up, and I remember just brainstorming on how I could 
generate a bit of income so I wouldn’t have to ask my parents for bus 
fare every week,” he says, recalling the subway trips that took him from 
Scarborough to the downtown campus. “It was kind of costly throughout 
the year — it kind of added up. So I just started selling hockey T-shirts.” 

He linked up with close friend Ethan Low, whose eye for graphic design 
allowed the two to create tees adorned with hockey slogans — high 
fashion to teenage eyes. “It would just say hockey slang like ‘dangler,’ 
and there would be chirps on the T-shirts — kind of cringey when I look 
back on it,” Thomas says with a laugh. “But I guess it was what we were 
interested in when we were 13.” 

Two years later, the duo decided they wanted to graduate from T-shirts 
to a proper apparel line. Step No. 1 was settling on a name and a logo — 
a decision the 15-year-olds didn’t take lightly. 

The logo, a stylized trident, was chosen to pay homage to Thomas’s 
mother, Akilah, and the flag of her native Barbados. It also opened the 
door for a name tied to Greek mythology, so Thomas and Low spent 
hours poring over names, words and meanings. “We knew we wanted a 
three- or four-letter word. That’s just ideal for names on items of clothing. 
It just looks cleaner,” Thomas explains. “We found ‘Zale,’ and it kind of 
rolled off the tongue. It means ‘power of the sea.’” 

Between the tie to Barbados and Thomas’s own upbringing in Florida 
during his Dad’s playing days States-side, it was a perfect fit. 

Celebrating the spirit of inclusion in the game, Sportsnet and Scotiabank 
unite to bring an all-day NHL broadcast to Canadian fans coast-to-coast-
to-coast. 

Six years on, the line is establishing a solid footing in the apparel world, 
driven in no small part by Thomas’s ascent in the hockey world. While 
some bigger names in the sport have made forays into the clothing 
business in the past, partnering with established companies to capitalize 
on their all-star popularity, few, if any, have gone this route — growing a 
line and a brand from the ground up. Offer a question or two to Thomas 
about the company and the core reason for its success emerges quickly, 
and unintentionally, in his earnest approach to growing the business. 

“Our main goal is just to build a brand — that’s the biggest thing we try to 
focus on, building the brand. Because obviously people want quality 
items, but at the end of the day if they don’t feel attached, or if they don’t 
have a reason to buy an item of clothing, they’re not going to buy it,” he 
says. “So, we’re really just trying to build something that people can 
really feel a part of, and there’s a lot of different ways you can do that. 

“We definitely don’t want to just stick to clothes,” he adds. “We want to 
make an impact in our communities and communities all around the 
world.” 

An unexpected bit of early success has meant expanding Zale’s team, 
bringing in additional hires to manage the day-to-day business and allow 
Thomas and Low to focus on the overall vision of a company that’s well 
beyond a side-hustle at this point. But while some see a daunting 
distraction for a prospect trying to claw his way to the big leagues, 
Thomas sees a welcome outlet for the passion that will take him there, a 
means to keep him focused on that central dream. 

“My whole life is hockey, hockey, hockey. So, it’s almost a good thing 
that I have something to kind of take my mind off that for just a minute,” 
he says. “I’m the type of guy, if I have a good or a bad game, I’m thinking 
about my shifts after the game — like, a lot. I’m being anxious about it. If 
I had a bad game, you know, before the next game I’m thinking about 
what went wrong the last game, I’m thinking about how I’m going to try to 
change that. And if you overthink things it’s definitely going to show on 
the ice. So, just having something to kind of reset me at home and just 
something else to focus on throughout the week, it’s good. It keeps me 
fresh, it keeps me hungry for hockey. I like the balance, to be honest.” 

It brings balance of another sort, too, says Mason. “I think these kids now 
have mastered the ability to multitask. They look up to guys like LeBron 
James and these athletes that are not only great at their sport, but great 
businessmen off-court,” he says. “They’re more than just athletes on the 
ice. They’re also a brand, and they’ve got to think, ‘I don’t want to just 
play hockey.’” 

That sense of being more than just an athlete is important, too, in helping 
prepare Thomas for the day he’ll no longer be an athlete at all. He’s seen 
the difficulty of that transition play out first-hand. “When I was younger, I 
saw how my dad’s life changed when he retired,” he says. “He didn’t go 
the college route. He went straight to pro, so he didn’t really have 
anything to fall back on or anything like that. So, when I look at it now, it’s 
kind of starting something while I’m playing, so if things go well I can 
have something to fall back on as well.” 

While Zale has given Thomas an outlet to wear his heritage on his chest, 
his work with Mason and Roberts on Soul on Ice: The Podcast has 
granted him a path to make change with his voice. 

The idea to enter the podcast game had been kicked around by Thomas 
and Roberts more than a few times in the past. In fact, the seamless 
banter between the two during their days as teammates with the OHL’s 
Niagara IceDogs led enough people to suggest the idea that it became a 
running joke in the dressing room. When the COVID-19 pandemic 
brought daily routines to a halt, clearing schedules for athletes at every 
level, the duo decided to give it a go. Recruiting Mason, who brought 
both extensive radio experience and an established voice on issues of 
racism in hockey, was a must. “I was like, ‘That could be a cool dynamic 
— the old guy with the young bucks,’” Mason says. “I got the experience 
being able to do that radio type of format and interview, and I can point 
them in the right direction and just let them loose. They’ve got the 
experience in the game of hockey, so they can talk that game from the 
players’ point of view.” 

Portrait of the artists 

Roberts, Mason and Thomas have broken new ground in hockey 
podcasting since launching Soul on Ice in the summer of 2020 

While a few podcasts from former or current hockey players have 
emerged in recent years, none before has tracked the week-to-week path 
to NHL stardom from the prospect’s perspective. A recent episode 
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recorded a night after Thomas tallied a shootout goal in one of his first 
AHL tilts captured that unique angle perfectly. Discussion of the marquee 
career moment led to a breakdown of how the young Kings prospect 
approaches those one-on-one situations, with he and Roberts (who’s 
playing his first year with Ryerson University) launching into a back-and-
forth about the merits of going five-hole, and how to avoid overthinking 
the pressure of the moment. 

“Looking towards the future, you’ve got this weekly podcast with this kid 
who’s been drafted to a team in the NHL, and you get to hear about [his 
journey],” Mason says, excitement building in his voice. “I can’t wait ’til 
we can get to that point where he’s like, ‘Boys, I got the call-up. I’m going 
to The Show,’ and we can just talk about that experience.” 

For his part, Thomas is unfazed by the idea of living his big-league 
dream out in the open. “I have a long way to go, but at the same time, it’s 
a pretty exciting time for me. And maybe for listeners to see how my life 
is in my first year pro, just trying to make it to the NHL, I think it’s kind of 
interesting,” he says. “And maybe even for a couple parents out there 
who have kids coming up, it may be good to listen to my experiences, 
what I’m going through, the challenges and the stuff that worked for me.” 

Count that among the many things Soul on Ice takes on that no one else 
has before. The clearest one, the one alluded to in the show’s name, is 
also perhaps its most impactful — the podcast plays a crucial role within 
the hockey landscape by consistently highlighting BIPOC voices and 
stories. 

“I can’t wait ’til we can get to that point where he’s like, ‘Boys, I got the 
call-up. I’m going to The Show.’” 

But while that role can often require casting a spotlight on the systemic 
flaws that impact those voices, the show doesn’t present the Black 
experience in hockey as one grounded only in pain and hardship. Rather, 
it allows the lines to blur between discussions of the sport, music, fashion 
and culture in general. An episode with Thomas’ AHL teammate Quinton 
Byfield — who became the highest-drafted Black player in history when 
the Kings tabbed him at second overall in the 2020 draft — saw the two 
L.A. prospects quibble over whose bow-tie game originated first, and hit 
hardest. Another with breakout Pittsburgh Penguins defenceman Pierre-
Olivier Joseph featured the rookie explaining his gameday fits, and how 
he injects more personality into formal looks. The hosts routinely ask 
their guests to offer up their top five hype songs, putting out the lists on 
social media and compiling them into a playlist for listeners. 

All that said, when more poignant issues concerning the Black 
community do arise, whether they be within the sports world or outside of 
it, the hosts embrace those conversations, too — particularly Thomas 
and Roberts, part of a bold new generation of young Black hockey 
players sidestepping the usual pressure to quietly conform. 

“On one of our early shows, we talked about George Floyd, and that 
situation. Those boys talked about it without flinching,” Mason says of his 
young co-hosts. “I don’t think 10 years ago you could’ve gotten a Black 
hockey player, young in the league, to even say the words ‘George 
Floyd.’ Or ‘Black Lives Matter.’ I don’t think you could do that. But now, 
they can.” 

This space created for Thomas and other young BIPOC hockey players, 
to speak more openly and live more freely, wasn’t simply the result of the 
game’s natural growth. It was carved out and fought for with hope and 
intention. Mason played a pivotal role in that effort, his greatest 
contribution being the film bearing the same name as the podcast he now 
co-hosts. But back before his 2015 documentary Soul on Ice: Past, 
Present and Future took the hockey world through a masterclass on the 
forgotten contributions of its Black leaders, Mason found himself, like 
many, adoring a game that refused to show him that same love. 

“Around that time, there was no conversation about racism in the game. 
There was none,” he says of the months and years leading up to him 
beginning work on the project. “Unless something happened — so, for 
example, this was around the same time that stuff happened with Joel 
Ward in Washington.” 

That stuff, specifically, consisted of a torrent of racist tweets launched at 
Ward after he scored the series-clinching goal to eliminate the defending-
champion Bruins during the 2012 post-season. 

“The last time they talked about race in hockey [before that] was Wayne 
Simmonds in London, Ontario, when they threw the banana. Every time 
they talked about race in the game of hockey, it had to do with the pain of 
a Black athlete,” Mason says. “Like, that’s all the conversation was — it 
wasn’t about our contributions and our history.” 

Mason’s film, and its detailed education on the history of the Colored 
Hockey League of the Maritimes, and the first Black NHLers, opened the 
door for the hockey community to shift its approach. It allowed for a 
celebration of Black excellence on the ice, even if the game wasn’t yet 
ready to deal with the systemic issues that routinely worked against it. 
“As far as how I feel Soul On Ice: Past, Present and Future helped get us 
to where we are, I look at it like this: When that film came out, I feel like 
the industry looked at something and said, ‘Okay, we can actually talk 
about this without it being something to be afraid of discussing,’” he says. 

At the same time, for those outside the hockey world, it gave them 
reason to inch a bit closer to the window and peer in. “The film also gave 
an opportunity, that the industry saw, to introduce the game to a group of 
people that had never seen themselves in that light, you know? That’s 
the most Black you will ever see on one film talking about playing 
hockey. Ever.” 

Its impact hasn’t faded with time, either, says Kim Davis, the NHL’s 
executive vice president of social impact, growth initiatives and legislative 
affairs. “It’s a durable piece, because even today you have clubs and 
organizations that are still looking at it, are still learning from it,” she says. 
“I think it has been such a way of opening eyes and opening minds and 
building people’s understanding that this business of inclusion, and 
creating inclusion, and normalizing inclusion, is a year-round sport.” 

Half a decade after the film’s release, the hockey world finds itself in a 
new era, its younger generation emboldened to use their platforms in 
ways that would’ve sparked chaos in years past. “These kids have that 
opportunity to voice themselves and not have the backlash they would’ve 
had 20 years ago,” says Mason, who documented the details of what 
exactly that backlash looked like in his landmark film. 

The progress isn’t lost on Thomas, nor is the responsibility to take 
advantage of the platform he’s been given. “It’s a different world these 
days. It’s a different sport. And I think a guy like me is kind of a part of 
why it is,” he says. “Hockey players having opinions for the first time is 
not a bad thing — it’s a good thing. We’re allowed to have personalities. 
We’re allowed to start clothing companies and be active on social media. 
It’s not just the basketball players and the football players that can have a 
brand. 

“I think, just like the game of hockey has changed, the culture of hockey 
is also changing. And I definitely want to be a part of that.” 

HISTORY IN MOTION 

Thomas and Mason tour the NHL Black Hockey History Mobile Museum 
in Toronto in February 2020 

Thomas isn’t naïve to the other side of the equation, though. His 
conviction to use his voice and speak up on issues he cares about isn’t 
built upon a life unblemished by prejudice. It’s informed, rather, by a 
history in the game that runs longer than his own, and by hours of 
discussion with his dad readying him for what will come. “A lot of our 
conversations have been driven by him trying to prepare me for all the 
stuff that I’m going to see. And it’s not necessarily just, you know, people 
saying racist stuff. It’s actually a lot of things behind the scenes that are 
kind of unexplainable,” he says. “You only really know if you’re a Black 
hockey player.” 

Thomas experienced that uncomfortable reality firsthand ahead of the 
2018 NHL Draft, as big-league scouting staffs turned their attention to the 
prolific OHL scorer. Years of dedication to the dream aside, 
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unexplainable questions still managed to find their way into quiet 
conversations. 

“I’m a pretty good kid — I was never in trouble when I was younger, I was 
good at school, I always had good grades. But I remember my draft year 
there were people questioning my character,” Thomas says. “And I 
remember my head coach in Niagara just being like, ‘I don’t know what’s 
going on, but we’re getting questions about your character.’ And he’d just 
keep saying, ‘He’s an awesome kid — there’s no problems, no red flags, 
anything.’ 

“I’ve never even been in detention in school,” Thomas says with a quiet 
laugh landing somewhere between disbelieving and pained. “So yeah, 
it’s definitely something that I’ve been aware of, and my dad’s prepared 
me.” 

“We just need to see minorities — Hispanic, Indigenous, all of us who are 
already out there, involved, loving the game. We just need to see your 
faces more. We just need to hear your voices more.” 

While Thomas prepares for a life in the big leagues that may bring more 
uncomfortable questions, the big leagues prepare for a future led by 
those like him. “I think that a lot of the future of our culture is going to be 
absolutely dictated by young, bold, courageous and fearless players like 
Akil, and so many others,” Davis says. “I think this generation has a very 
different view of inclusion and normalizing any kind of difference, whether 
it be sexual orientation, gender, ethnicity — I think that they understand, 
and it’s their lived experience, to be much more inclusive. We will learn 
from them, and we will prosper by learning from them.” 

There’s a phrase in that same vein that Mason returns to when 
conversations drift to how the game can be pushed forward. It’s simple 
and effective, easily understood in its potential to make change, and yet 
a poignant reminder of what the sport still lacks: “Normalize minority 
faces and voices in the game of hockey.” 

It’s the philosophy that guides the Soul on Ice project, the film and the 
podcast it birthed both serving as efforts to continue putting new faces in 
the hockey world’s field of vision, until they no longer seem new at all. 

“Make it normal. When it becomes normal, then it’s not surprising to see 
a commercial with Jay-Z rhyming and Wayne Simmonds in the 
background doing some sick moves, you know what I mean? … If you 
were to see a commercial like that right now, it would blow your mind,” he 
says. “If you saw Snoop Dogg and Quinton Byfield in a commercial, it 
would make you stop. You’d want to check it out, rewind it. But we’ve got 
to make that normal.” 

For the hockey community, that need extends past the ice, into the 
stands, onto TV screens, everywhere. “You’ve got to see women in these 
broadcasts,” Mason continues. “And I know that there’s a lot of women 
that have been doing broadcasts in hockey, but we need to see some 
women of colour in these broadcast spaces talking about hockey. We 
just need to see minorities — Hispanic, Indigenous, all of us who are 
already out there, involved, loving the game. We just need to see your 
faces more. We just need to hear your voices more. And when we do 
that, the next generation is going to grow up like, ‘Yeah, that’s normal.’” 

If the approach seems simple, it’s because it is — as simple as the well-
established impact of representation, of opening doors and breaking 
down walls, of relinquishing power for the sake of progress. Mason’s 
seen it before, in another aspect of our everyday that once sat outside 
our collective mainstream interest, too, until it didn’t. 

“When I grew up, there was no hip hop in art, you know what I mean? … 
It was a “fad” and ‘Turn that crap off,’ ‘Rap is crap’ and this and that. Do 
you think this generation right now sees any roadblocks to the hip hop 
world? There’s none. For them, it’s normal. It’s normal, like anything else. 
That’s what we have to do with hockey.” 

Rewind the tape back to that summer day in Scarborough, to the scene 
playing out on that laneway. To the camera rolling on Akil Thomas, those 
four letters emblazoned across his chest, his skill unapologetically on 

display — a celebration of the youthful individuality professional hockey 
often stifles. Another step towards normal. 

Behind Thomas, the chorus rings out, one particular string of lyrics 
capturing all that he, Roberts and Mason have poured into this game, 
and why. 

“Early mornings, sleepless nights. Paid our dues and earned our stripes. 
We do this for our legacy.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.14.2021 

1202785 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Matthews' voice as a leader off the ice becoming louder 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena. The 
Canadiens held a full skate. 

It was during the playoff series against the blue collar Columbus Blue 
Jackets last summer that Auston Matthews realized something. 

"It was definitely a lot more physical," the 23-year-old said, "and it worked 
to my advantage." 

And so Matthews is throwing his weight around more this season landing 
4.3 hits per 60 minutes after averaging 1.2 in his first four seasons. 

"I've made it a point to be more physical," the 6-foot-3 centre said. "I don't 
think it’s really over the top, but when I have opportunities to use my size 
and strength, whether it's with the puck or without the puck, [I'm] trying to 
utilize that to my advantage." 

"He utilizes his size very well," said Canadiens centre Nick Suzuki, who 
stands 5-foot-11. "You got to find ways to manoeuvre around that. I get to 
go against some big guys on our team in practice so I'm used to that, but 
it definitely gives him an advantage at some points." 

The Leafs have made improving defensively a big focus this season and 
playing more physical is a big part of that. 

"In the D-zone he's pushing guys off the puck more and then transitioning 
to offence fast," observed linemate Zach Hyman. 

"It's for the benefit of the team," said Matthews. "All that stuff wears on 
players throughout the game and throughout a season and throughout a 
playoff series, which is ultimately what we're working towards." 

Matthews, of course, knows what it feels like to be targeted. 

"We just got to make sure we're physical on him," said Canadiens 
defenceman Joel Edmundson. "I haven't really noticed the physical part 
[of his game], but offensively he's a great player." 

Matthews has been held without a goal in only four games this season, 
but twice against the Canadiens. 

In the season opener, Montreal defencemen Ben Chiarot and Shea 
Weber cross-checked Matthews in the back forcing him to get attention 
at the Leafs bench. Matthews was asked if he feels like opponents are 
zeroing in on his back. 

"I'm not really sure how to answer that to be honest with you," he said. 
"It's a physical sport. You have the right to, obviously, compete out there 
and defend your net and finish checks and be physical so I haven't really 
noticed that too, too much. But, it's hockey, it's a fast game so lots of stuff 
happens. I try to go with the flow and play my game." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 14, 2021 

 

Matthews: 'I've made it a point to be more physical' 

Auston Matthews says that he's been trying to utilize his size and 
strength to his advantage this season and explains how he started to be 
more physical in the bubble. 

As Matthews becomes a more well-rounded player, his voice in the 
dressing room and behind the scenes is becoming louder. 

"It's just a matter of him growing as a player and as a man," said head 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "He feels a lot more comfortable in the league and 
amongst his teammates. He also has a great level of confidence that he's 
taking care of his end of things on the ice not just on the offensive side, 
but all the other areas. When you do that it gives you a lot more 
confidence to be able to speak and push your teammates and challenge 
them. Auston and I, we've had those discussions about him taking those 
steps through the offseason. We've seen that for sure and I think you 
can't underestimate the support that he gets from John Tavares and from 
Jason Spezza, Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds, in particular. That really 
helps him feel confident to take those steps." 

"Matts is a great leader," said defenceman Travis Dermott. "Whether he's 
on the ice putting it through guys and making guys look stupid, blocking 
shots and, yeah, speaking up is also a good part ... you're not going to be 
the most outspoken guy right off the bat so he’s coming into those shoes 
and all the boys love him. It's a voice you definitely respect around the 
room." 

Matthews finding his voice as a leader off the ice 

As Auston Matthews becomes a more well-rounded player, his voice in 
the dressing room and behind the scenes is becoming louder. TSN 
Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters has more. 

The Leafs allowed a season-high 35 shots against the Canadiens during 
Wednesday's 4-2 win, but Keefe was happy with the defensive effort. In 
fact, the coach revealed that, per the team's internal numbers, it was the 
best they've done all season in limiting scoring chances. 

"The challenge here today is to recognize what has worked and stay with 
it," Keefe said. "It takes a lot of commitment. It takes a lot of discipline. It 
takes a lot of focus and energy. We've done a good job of it. It hasn't 
been perfect. We're still working towards getting even better in all these 
areas. We've seen good signs of it and it's given us a chance at success 
and the reality is, against this team, if you don't do it consistently then 
they're going to make you pay for it. They've proven that." 

Limiting rush chances and defending the middle of the ice have been 
points of emphasis since Day 1 of training camp. 

On Wednesday, Keefe especially liked how the Leafs stuck to the game 
plan despite falling behind early in the first period. 

"We did a pretty good job taking care of the puck in the neutral zone," 
Matthews said. "No crazy turnovers. They feed off transition. They have a 
lot of speed and skill on that team so when you feed their transition and 
they're coming back at you and the D doesn't have good gaps it makes it 
difficult on the whole five-man unit. We did a good job taking care of the 
puck and when we could make plays in the neutral zone or their blue line 
we were making them and when there was nothing there we just got the 
puck deep and tried to grind them down low." 

Dermott appreciated how the Leafs tracked back once the Canadiens got 
control of the puck in their own end. 

"Our forwards stole the show that game," said Dermott. "We can use our 
speed not just as an offensive tool, but a defensive tool to get their team 
stopped before they can even get in our zone or even get the red [line] 
and put it in ... and we were pretty much on top of that last game and it 
will be a big part of tonight as well." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Keep calm and defend the middle 

Even though the Maple Leafs allowed a season high for shots against 
with 35 in their win over the Canadiens, Sheldon Keefe says the team's 

internal numbers showed they allowed the least amount of scoring 
chances all season. Mark Masters has more on this and how Toronto is 
preparing for the rematch tonight. 

After storming out of the gates, the Canadiens are struggling to generate 
offence with only six goals in their last four games. 

"There's little things we can do better," said Edmundson. "Coaches did a 
good job of breaking down film for us and showing us what we did at the 
start of the year that we didn't do in the past couple games. I think you're 
going to see a different team tonight. We have a week off after this game 
so nothing to save it for."  

    Let's try this again:#Habs Julien says Mete will draw in and Kulak will 
sit tonight but hasn't decided what changes at forward he might make. 
Incidentally, Perry was practising on the power play at morning skate, 
signaling a potential return to the lineup.@TSN_Edge 

    — John Lu (@JohnLuTSNMtl) February 13, 2021 

Habs' Edmundson: You're going to see a different team tonight from us 

With a big game against the Maple Leafs tonight before a week off, Joel 
Edmundson and Nick Suzuki discuss what the Habs need to do to snap 
out of their mini-slump heading into the break. 

Dermott is leaning on defence partner Zach Bogosian as he looks to take 
the next step in his game. 

"Off the ice, he's a great guy to have around, loves to have the boys 
giggling and relaxed, but he knows how to work hard and that's 
something I'm really admiring," Dermott said. "It's tough coming in as a 
young guy and you have so much excitement for the game that 
sometimes you need to get calmed down. Bogo's a perfect example of 
having such a love of the game and excitement but, at the same time, he 
knows how to work hard and really shut guys down. On the ice, if he's in 
the grasp of a guy in the corner then he's nine times out of 10 getting 
pinned up against the glass and we're getting the puck and going out and 
that's also a part of the game I want to get better at. So, he's a perfect 
example of a lot of stuff I can get better at." 

Keefe likes how the 24-year-old Dermott, who signed a one-year deal in 
the offseason, has responded so far after an up-and-down 2019-20 
campaign. 

"He's done a great job in really starting to recognize what our team needs 
from him to succeed and what he needs to do to set himself up for 
consistency to be relied upon," Keefe said. 

Four weeks after sustaining a knee injury during his season debut in 
Ottawa, winger Nick Robertson has been cleared to play and has been 
assigned to the American Hockey League. 

"The Marlies have a practice today and then they're traveling to Manitoba 
tomorrow," said Keefe. "It gives him a chance to get comfortable there." 

Adam Brooks and Rasmus Sandin were also loaned to the Marlies while 
Martin Marincin and Scott Sabourin were reassigned to the Leafs taxi 
squad. 

    ʙᴀᴄᴋ ɪɴ ᴀᴄᴛɪᴏɴ！ 

    The Marlies open the 2020-21 season on Monday in Manitoba. Catch 
the game on #AHLTV as part of the 🇨🇦 division freeview! 
#ForeverStartsHere pic.twitter.com/e36qTBABoR 

    — Toronto Marlies (@TorontoMarlies) February 13, 2021 

Thornton, who sustained a fractured rib on Jan. 20, skated again this 
morning, but still hasn't been cleared to play. 

"We'll get another practice opportunity tomorrow and take it from there," 
said Keefe. 
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Frederik Andersen will make his eighth straight start for the Leafs on 
Saturday. It will be his 12th start of the season, which is tied for second in 
the NHL. 

"We probably would have given him more time off had [Jack] Campbell 
been healthy," Keefe acknowledged. "We do feel that when Fred is in a 
groove, it's good to keep him going." 

Since Campbell injured his leg on Jan. 24 in Calgary, Andersen is 6-0-1 
with a .915 save percentage. 

"The games have come in quick succession, but we also had a four-day 
break not too long ago ... and then, it's only two days, but having two 
days between the last Montreal game and tonight, those kind of things 
are important and can go a long way to maintaining his energy levels and 
his workload," Keefe said. "But also, when you step back and look big 
picture, we know we have to find ways to get him some more time out of 
the net. We'll continue to monitor that." 

The Leafs will play four games next week including a back-to-back set on 
Wednesday and Thursday against Ottawa. Michael Hutchinson, who 
started the season No. 4 on the depth chart before moving up after Aaron 
Dell was claimed off waivers and Campbell got hurt, is the current back-
up. 

Campbell has not practised with the team since the injury. 

Projected Leafs line-up for Saturday’s game against Montreal: 

Hyman - Matthews - Marner 

Nylander - Tavares - Mikheyev 

Vesey - Kerfoot - Engvall 

Petan - Boyd - Spezza 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian 

Andersen 

Hutchinson 
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Matthews adding more physicality to game this season 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Auston Matthews has courted headlines with his gaudy 
offensive numbers to open this season, but the Toronto Maple Leafs’ star 
has quietly evolved in other directions too, by becoming one of the 
team’s more powerful forwards.  

“I think I've made it a point in my game to be more physical,” Matthews 
told reporters on a Zoom call Saturday, ahead of facing the Montreal 
Canadiens. “I don't think it's really over the top, but when I have 
opportunities to use my size and strength, whether it's with the puck or 
without the puck, I’ll just try to utilize that to my advantage.” 

So far, that strategy's been working. Through 13 games this season, 
Matthews has been credited with the second-most hits among Leafs’ 
forwards at 20, for a hits/60 of 4.20. 

By comparison, Matthews turned in a 1.18 hits/60 over the first four years 
of his career.  

It would be easy for Matthews to simply hang his hat on offensive talent, 
seeing as he leads the NHL in goals with 11 and has 16 points already 
on the year, but that success isn’t all that drives the centre. His long-
stated ambition is to be as well-rounded a player as possible, and it didn’t 
take an order from the coaching staff for Matthews to see where he could 
improve.  

So the 23-year-old started the work himself, and began upping his 
physicality during Toronto’s qualifying-round playoff series last summer 
against Columbus.  

"I don't think [anyone] really came to me and made requests or anything,” 
he said. “I just thought in my head when we went back into the [playoff] 
bubble, I was definitely a lot more physical and I think it just worked to my 
advantage. It wasn't over the top or anything, I'm not out there searching 
for big hits, it's just here and there. And if I have an opportunity to finish a 
check or be physical on a puck, I think I'm doing that.” 

Matthews sees that as a benefit to both him individually and for the 
Leafs, because, “all that stuff wears on defencemen and forwards 
throughout the game and throughout the season and throughout a playoff 
series, which is what we're ultimately working towards.” 

There is also plenty of physicality directed towards Matthews on the ice, 
including some net-front cross-checks early in the season that sparked 
heated debate over whether more protection on the league’s top players 
is needed. But that’s not a topic Matthews wants to wade far into.  

“It's a physical sport,” Matthews shrugged. “You have the right to 
compete out there and defend your net and finish checks and be physical 
so I haven't really noticed [more hits targeted against me] but it's hockey, 
it's a fast game out there so lots of stuff happens and I just try to go with 
the flow and just play my game.” 

That’s what the Leafs have come to expect from Matthews, and he’s 
played a huge part in their 11-2-1 start to the season. For all of the 
growth he’s shown on the ice though, Matthews has been maturing 
equally within Toronto’s dressing room. By all accounts, the second-year 
alternate captain has become more vocal with teammates and isn’t afraid 
to speak up when it’s necessary.  

“It's just a matter of him growing as a player and as a man really,” said 
head coach Sheldon Keefe of Matthews’ leadership. “He feels a lot more 
comfortable in the league and amongst [the Leafs]. I think he also has a 
great level of confidence that he's taken care of his end of things on the 
ice, not just on the offensive side of it but all the other areas and when 
you do that, it gives you a lot more confidence to be able to speak and 
push your teammates and challenge them and all those kind of things. 
Auston and I have had those discussions about him taking those steps 
throughout the offseason and we've seen that.” 

“Matts is a great leader,” added Travis Dermott. “As a young guy you're 
obviously more focused on yourself and you're not going to be the most 
outspoken guy right off the bat, so I think he's coming into those shoes 
and all the boys love him so it's a voice we definitely respect around the 
room and when he does speak up now it's someone you're obviously 
listening to.” 

The Leafs intend to let their play do the talking on Saturday though, when 
they go for a second straight win over the Canadiens. Toronto just 
topped Montreal on the road Wednesday 3-1, in a performance Keefe 
declared to have had the fewest scoring chances given up by his team all 
season.  

If they can follow that blueprint again, the Leafs could by game’s end 
hold a seven-point cushion over the Canadiens at first place in the North 
Division. And Matthews knows exactly what it will take to earn another 
victory.  

“They really feed off transition and they got a lot of speed and a lot of skill 
on that team,” he explained. “So when you feed their transition, they're 
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coming back at you and if the D don't have good gaps, it makes it difficult 
on the whole five-man unit itself. I think we did a good job [on 
Wednesday] of taking care of the puck and when we can make plays in 
the neutral zone or at their blue line we're making them and when there 
was nothing there we just got the puck deep and try to grind down low.” 
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