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Hurricanes trade Alex Galchenyuk to Toronto Maple Leafs  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes obtained forward Alex Galchenyuk 
in a trade Saturday with Ottawa, put him on NHL waivers 
Sunday and traded him on Monday after he cleared waivers. 

The Canes announced Monday they had acquired forward 
Egor Korshkov and defenseman David Warsofsky from the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in exchange for Galchenyuk. Warsofsky 
has been assigned to the Chicago Wolves of the American 
Hockey League and is the younger brother of Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. 

Korshkov, 24, has 31 points (16 goals, 15 assists) in 53 
Kontinental Hockey League games with Lokomotiv Yaroslavl 
this season, leading the team in goals. The 6-4, 214-pound 
forward, a former second-round draft pick by the Leafs, has 

appeared in one career NHL game with Toronto, scoring a 
goal in his NHL debut at Buffalo on Feb. 16, 2020.  

Korshkov had 25 points in 44 AHL games with the Toronto 
Marlies last season. He represented Russia at the 2016 IIHF 
World Junior Championship. 

Warsofsky, 30, has 11 points (2 goals, 9 assists) in 55 career 
NHL games with Boston, Pittsburgh, New Jersey and 
Colorado. He has 233 points in 454 career AHL games with 
Providence, Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, San Antonio and 
Colorado.  

Warsofsky, listed at 5-9 and 170 pounds, played at Boston 
University, winning a national championship in 2009. He 
represented the U.S. at the 2010 IIHF World Junior 
Championship, winning gold, and the 2016 IIHF World 
Championship.

 

Hurricanes could make Paquette trade because these pieces fell into place  

By Luke DeCock  

Cedric Paquette exchanged shoves with Andrew Peeke and 
Nick Foligno at the second-period buzzer, and earlier in that 
period leveled Seth Jones with a hit along the boards, which 
is to say he did in his Carolina Hurricanes debut exactly what 
they wanted from him. 

A little grit. A little feistiness. A little more depth at center. 

He certainly fills a need, but that the Hurricanes felt they 
could give up a skilled winger like Ryan Dzingel for a bottom-
six center Saturday says more about other players on the 
team than it does Dzingel or Paquette. The big names, the 
Hurricanes’ stars, were a given. It’s some of the pieces 
around them that have fallen into place. 

That was apparent in Monday’s 7-3 win over the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, in which the Hurricanes recovered from a 
disastrous start and a disallowed goal to continue their hot 
start to the season. Jordan Staal continued his renaissance, 
Brock McGinn continued to score and Teuvo Tervainen 
finally got going, exceeding his production to date in the final 
two periods alone.  

The acquisition of Paquette helps push the Hurricanes ahead 
of where they were last season, the kind of player they could 
have used in the playoffs against the Boston Bruins, a 
Stanley Cup winner who may not put up a bunch of points 
but doesn’t back down, either. But his arrival is not the only 
thing that falls into that category. Vincent Trocheck’s 
dynamic start and Staal’s resurgence have made them better 
in leaps and bounds. 

With Trocheck playing like a legitimate top-six center and 
Staal’s hands looking 10 years younger — playing nine 

games in nine months couldn’t have hurt — there’s manifest 
improvement without any changes to the roster. 

Martin Necas may not be the No. 1 center the Hurricanes 
thought they were getting when they drafted him, but he’s 
found a niche as a clever winger with skill and speed. Add in 
Nino Niederreiter scoring again and McGinn scoring, period, 
and all of that helped make Dzingel expendable, allowing the 
Hurricanes to deal from strength to address weakness, 
clearing a little cap space in the process. 

That’s all despite the COVID pause, despite slow starts from 
Teravainen and Jesper Fast, despite the injury to Petr 
Mrazek when he was in one of the hottest stretches of his 
entire career. 

“We know we have the depth in this locker room that anyone 
who comes into our lineup is going to play our system and do 
a good job at it,” McGinn said. “We have confidence in this 
group right now to continue playing our game, no matter 
who’s in the lineup.” 

If Teravainen is rolling now, look out. He was denied on a 
point-blank chance early, had a goal wiped out on replay 
review when Warren Foegele was offsides 45 seconds 
earlier — Foegele wasn’t even on the ice when Teravainen 
scored! — and rose above it all to post a goal and two 
assists in the second period alone, going from three points to 
six points in less than 18 minutes and to seven before it was 
over. 

The Hurricanes haven’t always had the easiest time of it — 
in Dallas on Saturday, they led with 40 seconds to play and 
needed a shootout to get both points; Columbus’ two early 
goals Monday were embarrassingly easy — but they 
continue to salt away points in the standings in a season 
where a bad start would be exponentially more damaging. 
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And now, after playing nine of their first 12 on the road — not 
exactly the team-building experience it usually is with 
everyone in solitary confinement in their rooms — they get to 
stay home and play a few. Monday was the first of five 
straight at PNC Arena, where they have yet to lose this 
season. 

The Hurricanes dug themselves a hole with defensive 
indifference and worked their way out with offensive flair. 
Staal scored twice, McGinn scored twice, Niederreiter 
scored, Teravainen got going and Paquette wasn’t on the 
scoresheet but let his presence be known in other ways. 
They have won three in a row. It’s how it’s all supposed to 
work.

 

Teravainen, McGinn spur Hurricanes to 7-3 win over Blue Jackets  

By Chip Alexander  

It’s no secret this season has been a tough go for Teuvo 
Teravainen of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

After playing the first three games, he was hit with COVID-19 
and went into quarantine. It caused him to be sick, zapped 
his energy. Or so it appeared when the winger finally 
returned to the ice, first in practice and then back into the 
lineup. 

But Monday, Teravainen was back -- all the way way back -- 
as the Canes raced past the Columbus Blue Jackets 7-3 at 
PNC Arena. At times he was the best skater on the ice, 
scoring a goal, having another taken away, and assisting on 
three goals. 

“I think today was the first day I started to feel a little bit 
better,” Teravainen said on the postgame media call. “It’s 
been kind of tough with all that COVID. I just haven’t felt 
normal. It’s like I’d get tired really easy. And the timing, too. 

“I hadn’t played in kind of a long time, so it took the last 
couple of games to get going again. It’s starting to be a little 
better now, so that’s good.” 

Teravainen’s line was very good Monday for the Canes (10-
3-0), who were playing only their fourth home game after 
nine on the road. Brock McGinn also had a four-point game 
that tied his career high, scoring twice, finishing with two 
assists. And center Sebastian Aho had a goal and assist. 

Teravainen had a first-period score disallowed when the 
Canes were ruled to have been offside on the zone entry. 
The Canes trailed 2-0 and 3-1 in the first before Staal scored 
his first late in the period off a Warren Foegele pass. 

Teravainen and McGinn then scored 27 seconds apart in the 
first two minutes of the second period as the Canes soared 
ahead. They would not trail again, winning board battles, 
clearing the zone when need be and leading 5-3 after the 
second to end the night early for Columbus goalie Joonas 
Korpisalo. 

“He’s been great,” Teravainen said of McGinn, who shares 
the team lead with seven goals. “I think he could play on any 
line right now and be good. He’s pretty hot. He works hard 
and he’s got that little scoring touch, too.” 

Jordan Staal, again a load in front of the net, showed off his 
rediscovered scoring touch and had a pair of goals. The 
second came on a third-period power play after Nino 
Niederreiter had given the Canes a power-play goal for a 5-3 
lead in the second. 

Cedric Paquette, in his first start with the Canes, made a 
quick, favorable impression. The center, obtained Saturday 
from the Tampa Bay Lightning, put a crunching hit on 
defenseman Seth Jones along the boards in the neutral zone 
and later hit Jones again. 

“He had long travels the last couple of days and for him to 
come out and be crashing and banging was awesome to 
see,” McGinn said. “Our bench obviously loved it.” 

James Reimer had a somewhat shaky start but the Canes 
goalie steadied after the first, making the stops when needed 
as the Canes pulled away. Reimer finished with a season-
high 37 saves. 

Columbus (7-6-4) scored 26 seconds into the game on a 
goal by Cam Atkinson and Boone Jenner made it 2-0, but the 
Canes kept their poise. Aho’s goal was answered by Kevin 
Stenlund, who scored in a baseball-type swipe at the puck, 
but Staal’s late goal made it 3-2 game. 

Teravainen’s first game after being in the COVID protocols 
was Feb. 2 against Chicago. He went six games without a 
point, then scored against the Dallas Stars on Saturday, 
which seemed to relieve him and his teammates, and was 
ready Monday. 

“You could see he had a little jump to his step,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “The plays he was making, they were 
crisp. Hopefully, he feels 100 percent real soon.”
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Trade for Cedric Paquette adds a ‘tough dude’ to the Carolina Hurricanes lineup  

By Chip Alexander  

A year ago, Cedric Paquette did everything he could to help 
the Tampa Bay Lightning win a Stanley Cup. 

This season, Paquette now will do everything he can to help 
the Lightning not win a Stanley Cup. 

Such is the life of an NHL player. One day, you’re celebrating 
on the ice with teammates, proud, holding the Cup high, and 
later you enjoy your day with the Cup, immensely. Then you 
get traded to another team, trying to put that behind you, 
make a fresh start and beat your old friends and teammates. 

In Paquette’s case, the center won the 2020 Cup in a bubble 
during a pandemic, celebrated, was traded in December to 
the Ottawa Senators, played a few games this season and 
then traded Saturday to the Carolina Hurricanes. He made 
the long drive from Canada to Raleigh with his dog, Moka, 
who apparently slept most of the way, and was at Monday’s 
morning skate at PNC Arena with his new team centering a 
line with Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast. 

Monday night, Paquette will line up against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets with the Hurricanes. It’s on again for a player 
Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov called a “tough dude.” 

“I think anytime you get guys that know how to win, that have 
been there and done that, I think that helps,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said on the Monday media call. “He’s the 
kind of player that I think will fit in well here. He comes to the 
rink and he gives an honest effort. That’s all we ever ask. 

“That grit and that grind and that hard-to-play-against ... 
that’s his resume to me.” 

An hour or so after the trade, according to Paquette, there 
was the realization: The Canes are in the Central Division 
with the Tampa Bay Lightning. For Paquette, that now will 
mean seven games during the regular season against his 
former teammates and possibly more in the playoffs should 
the Canes advance and then face the Lightning. 

In his six seasons with Tampa Bay, Paquette, had his battles 
with the Canes and many were intense. 

“It’s a great team,” Paquette said Monday. “I never liked to 
play against them when I was in Tampa. They’re hard-
working. They’re always on top of you. They reload and don’t 
give your space.” 

Paquette, 27, got his first up-close look Monday at his new 
teammates, at a Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov and Jaccob 
Slavin. 

“Looking at them on the ice today they’ve got some guys with 
a lot of skills,” he said. “It reminds me of Tampa a little bit 
with all the super power we had there. It feel the same here.” 

Paquette was part of a two-for-one deal Saturday as the 
Senators sent Paquette and forward Alex Galchenyuk to 
Carolina for forward Ryan Dzingel. The Canes on Sunday 
placed Galchenyuk, a former first-round draft pick by the 
Montreal Canadiens, on NHL waivers.  

Galchenyuk, 27, cleared waivers Monday and then later 
traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Canes have used rookie Morgan Geekie as a fourth-line 
center this season, but picking up Paquette bolsters the 
Canes’ center position. Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Staal, 
Paquette ... that’s a pretty formidable foursome down the 
middle. 

“To me that’s more than likely the reasoning behind (the 
trade), that you’ can’t have enough depth at that position,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour made his message brief and basic to his new 
player. 

“He told me to play the same way I was playing in Tampa, 
kind of the same role I have all these years,” Paquette said. 
“I helped them achieve the goal of winning the Cup last year, 
so I’m looking forward to doing the same thing here. I don’t 
want to change anything. Bring energy to the team and be a 
good teammate.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 16, 2021 

 

 
 

DGB weekend rankings: A season without surprises, fixing the lottery and more 

By Sean McIndoe 

What do you do when the most unpredictable season in NHL 
history ends up playing out almost exactly as you’d expect? 

That’s the question we might have to start pondering 
because so far this season hasn’t been all that surprising. 
Sure, there have been individual results that caught us off 
guard, like the Senators beating the Canadiens, the Red 
Wings beating the Hurricanes or the Ducks shutting out the 
Golden Knights. And there have been plenty of individual 
stories that have shocked us, like the front office changes in 
Pittsburgh or how quickly the Pierre-Luc Dubois situation fell 
apart in Columbus. 

But in the big picture, a look at the standings reveals … 
pretty much what we all expected? 

Travis Yost’s tweet is a few days old now so some of the 
standings have shifted a bit, but yeah, they’re still not far off 
from what most of us were expecting. Maybe you thought the 
Penguins would have a spot locked down, or that the Oilers 
would be running just a little bit better. But there aren’t any 
current playoff teams that would have felt shocking in 
December, and unless you had the Canucks as one of your 
contenders or were that one writer here who thought the 
Predators were winning the Cup, none of the consensus 
favorites are spiraling. 

Yet. There’s still plenty of time for things to take a turn, and 
history tells us that it will for at least a few teams. And it’s not 
like a little bit of predictability is necessarily a bad thing, 
especially in a league where everything was starting to feel 
random in recent years. But for now, at least, the hockey 
gods are playing it straight. 

Maybe we should have seen it coming; the most 
unpredictable way an NHL season could play out would be 
for everything to go according to expectations. Or maybe 
we’re just being lulled into a false sense of security before 
the really wild twists and turns. 

We’ll see. For now, let’s get to the rankings, where there are 
new teams debuting in both the top and bottom five. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
team in history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

Last week’s decision to move the Habs into the top five didn’t 
age well, as they didn’t look good while dropping two of 
three. That opened a door for the Maple Leafs, who almost 
got last week’s spot and were the favorites heading into the 
weekend after beating Montreal on Wednesday. But the 
Leafs looked flat in losing Saturday’s rematch, so we’ll pencil 
them in as sixth for another week. 

That means we’ve got a spot available for a team we haven’t 
mentioned much this year. Let’s fix that right now … 

5. Carolina Hurricanes (9-3-0, +7 true goals differential*) – 
The Hurricanes are tricky, because they’ve spent the last few 
years having a good record while smart people insisted that 
they were a secret powerhouse. Dom’s model has them 
neck-and-neck with the Lightning; this one thinks they’re the 
best team in the league. I’m not quite as high on them, but 
I’m not smart, so Carolina fans can feel pretty good here. 
That includes you, Gilbert. 

For now, I think they’re better than the Panthers, even as I’m 
a little worried about all those shootout wins inflating their 
record just a bit and the Petr Mrazek injury has season-
derailing potential. He’s reportedly nearing a return, but any 
setbacks will move the needle. In the meantime, let’s see 
what they do with Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (7-4-1, +13) – We all had them near 
the top of our Cup contenders lists, they’ve been pretty good, 
and I’m certainly not going to panic over a loss to the Knights 
coming off a nearly two-week layoff. Still, can we 
acknowledge that the Avalanche season so far has been, 
let’s say, underwhelming? I’ve still got them in the top five 
because I think they’ve got as much talent as anyone in the 
league, but at some point, you’d like to see a little bit more. 
Three more this week against Vegas will give them their 
chance to deliver it. 

3. Boston Bruins (10-2-2, +10) – Saturday’s surprisingly 
feisty loss to the Islanders snapped a five-game win streak, 
as for once it was the Bruins giving up the third-period rally 
instead of pulling it off. Still, they’ve built a bit of a cushion on 
top of the East, which is a good sign considering they spend 
almost half the remaining schedule – 19 games out of 42 – 
facing the Devils, Rangers and Sabres. 

By the way, don’t forget that next weekend brings both of this 
season’s outdoor games, we hope. Assuming we don’t run 
into any COVID-related postponements, we’ll get a pair of 
games at Lake Tahoe – although sadly not on Lake Tahoe – 
between the Avalanche and Golden Knights on Saturday and 
Bruins and Flyers on Sunday. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (10-2-1, +12) – It wasn’t all that 
much fun to watch unless you’re a coach, but Sunday night’s 
win over the Avalanche moved the Knights back into first 
place in the West, and they’re building an early points 
percentage gap over Colorado and St. Louis in what was 
supposed to be a tight race. They’ll take it. 

Also, those gold helmets look ridiculous, don’t @ me. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (10-2-1, +24) – They’ve given up 
just one goal against in five of their last six. The exception 
came Thursday against the Panthers, who put four past 
Andrei Vasilevskiy (and another into an empty net). For now, 
that feels like an outlier, especially after Vasilevskiy was 
back in the net for Saturday’s 6-1 win in a rematch. The two 
teams go again tonight. 
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*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues – Blues fans keep asking me 
why I’m so set on the Avalanche and Golden Knights being 
in the top five when the Blues have spent a big chunk of the 
season in first place in the West. 

It’s a fair question, especially since we try to look big picture 
here, and a recent Cup winner should get some respect that 
we might not give to some out-of-nowhere dark horse. But 
the Blues are a tough team to evaluate this year, not least of 
which because they’ve glitched out and been playing the 
same team over and over for weeks. 

In those long ago days from a hazy past when the Blues 
didn’t play the Coyotes every night, they’ve had three games 
total against the Avs and Knights. They won two, but the loss 
was 8-0, so I’m not sure what to do with that. Other than that, 
it’s been the three bad California teams – the revised 
schedule means they don’t face the Wild until April – and 
they’re supposed to beat those guys. By the way, they play 
16 of their next 19, including their next 10, against those 
same Ducks, Sharks and Kings. So … yeah. 

At some point, I can’t just hold the schedule against a good 
team, especially when there’s a good case to be made that 
the Blues are better than the Avalanche right now. Let’s see 
them play somebody other than the Coyotes for a week or 
two and then revisit things. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and trying to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power 
Ranking. 

Condolences to the friends and family of Frank Orr, the 
legendary Toronto sportswriter who died over the weekend. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (7-11-0, -14)  – I really went back and 
forth on this. 

Last week, I had them teetering on the verge of bottom-five 
status, and with the Hawks playing well enough to escape 
the list, a new spot had opened up. The Canucks dropped 
another game to the Leafs, even though Toronto barely 
looked interested. Then they lost to the Flames, and I made 
the early call: They’d be in for this week’s list. Their owner 
posted a long Twitter thread about how he’s offering votes of 
confidence for everyone, and that’s never a good sign. 

But then came Saturday night and a desperately needed win 
over the Flames. They looked reasonably good in that one, 
controlling long stretches on the way to a 3-1 win. Maybe 
that vote of confidence had an impact. Maybe this was the 
turning point, and a team I’d picked as a North Division 
contender was finally going to start looking like it. 

Then I found out that they were attributing the win to wearing 
work boots, and I thought, nah. 

I’m sorry, Vancouver. I’m all for ditching the stodgy suits and 
letting a little bit of personality shine through. But if that 
personality is “We all wore the same kind of footwear 
because we just love to work so hard,” I reserve the right to 
laugh at you. 

To be clear, I’m not putting the Canucks in the bottom five 
because of their boots. They’re here because they have two 
points in their last seven games, a double-digit goals 
differential in the red, awful underlying numbers and the 
third-worst points percentage in the league. But the boots 
thing didn’t help. 

You’ve got the Flames and Jets twice each this week. Look 
good in those games, and you’ll be off the list. Unless we get 
pregame clips of you all showing up in construction helmets 
and welder’s masks. 

4. San Jose Sharks (5-7-1, -17) – First, the good news. The 
Sharks have finally played a real home game. 

Maybe we should take that into account and look beyond the 
Sharks’ current numbers. They started the season with a 12-
game road trip, after all, and that was always going to be 
rough. Sure, the long-term future may look awful, but for 
now, they get to finish the season with 28 of 44 at home. 
Even without full buildings, that should mean something. 

On the other hand, the underlying numbers aren’t great, and 
they’re pretty much the only team that’s been largely healthy, 
although Erik Karlsson’s early exit Saturday means that may 
have changed. More importantly, the one thing they 
absolutely needed was better goaltending, and that’s not 
happening. So for now, let’s agree that the Sharks are bad, 
but with the understanding that we may need to adjust our 
view quickly if they look like a different team on home ice. 
They didn’t on Saturday, losing to the Knights to make them 
the only team in our bottom five to have lost their most recent 
game. 

3. Los Angeles Kings (4-6-3, -3) – They snapped a five-game 
losing streak by thumping those road-weary Sharks, then 
capitalized on that momentum by immediately getting five 
days off. They’ll be back tomorrow against the Wild before 
playing four straight against the Blues and Coyotes. 

2. Detroit Red Wings (4-10-2, -18) – The big news around 
the Red Wings this week is apparently we’re doing the draft 
lottery argument again. 

Pierre LeBrun broke the news that the league is considering 
changes to the lottery system, largely because GMs are 
concerned that truly bad teams like the Red Wings are 
dropping too many spots based on the random whims of ping 
pong balls. There doesn’t seem to be a consensus on what 
will change, if anything, but it sounds like we’ll probably at 
least end with tweaked odds that give the last-place teams a 
better shot at holding their spots. 

You know where I stand on this one – I’ve been banging the 
drum for the Gold Plan for years. That’s the brilliant idea that 
would see draft order determined by how many points each 
team earns after they’re officially eliminated from the 
playoffs. Bad teams still have an advantage, because they’re 
eliminated earlier and get a head start. Good teams that just 
miss the playoffs would basically have no chance at all. But 
you’d have to earn you spot by winning down the stretch, 
giving your fans something to cheer for and eliminating the 
incentive to lose as often as possible, turning late-season 
games featuring bad teams from a joke into crucial viewing. 
Imagine watching that race develop late in the season, and 
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maybe even the occasional final-weekend game where the 
top pick will go to the winner. It would be amazing. 

But until then, we get to argue over lottery odds, and whether 
it’s fair that teams like 2017 Flyers, 2018 Hurricanes and 
2019 Blackhawks should be able to jump way up the list 
based on a long shot lottery win at the expense of truly bad 
teams like the Red Wings. It’s a very NHL sort of problem: 
They create a system that makes certain things possible, 
those certain things eventually come to pass in exactly the 
way that they inevitably would, and the league then freaks 
out and insists that was never supposed to happen and we 
need to change everything. 

Your view on how it should all work is probably almost 
entirely dependent on which team you cheer for – weird how 
it always works out that way – but let’s all agree on a few 
things. First, if the NHL is going to change the system for this 
year, they should do it quickly before it becomes too obvious 
which teams they’d be helping and which they’d be hurting. 
And second, NHL GMs should not be in charge of making 
these decisions. Just like the players don’t get to get together 
before a game and decide on what the rules should be, it’s 
ridiculous that the NHL expects its GMs to have the sport’s 
best interest at heart instead of their own. They don’t, and 
that’s why we’re stuck with the loser point and fake injury 
reports and endless grandstanding over incredibly minor rule 
changes. 

A league with real leadership would have somebody walk 
into the room, tell the GMs to stop complaining, and lay out a 
plan for making this league as entertaining as it could be. 
The NHL gives us 32 guys arguing over percentage-point gift 
baskets for the worst teams in the league. It is what it is. 

1. Ottawa Senators (3-12-1, -30) – The Senators had a busy 
day on Saturday, picking up a rare win and new player. Well, 
an old player, as Ryan Dzingel returns (after a 14-day 

quarantine) to the team where he had his best seasons. Alex 
Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette head to Carolina, as the 
Senators pull the chute on a couple of offseason additions 
that weren’t working. Derek Stepan might be next 

Not ranked: Nashville Predators – It’s been a rough start for 
a team that’s built to win right now, but just doesn’t seem to 
have the pieces. Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis have been OK 
and Filip Forsberg is scoring, but other than that, most of the 
key talent isn’t performing. Juuse Saros has been bad, 
pushing Pekka Rinne back into part-time starting duty even 
though he’s only been marginally better. There’s no Eeli 
Tolvanen miracle impact. And while David Poile has never 
been afraid to deal, there’s not a ton of room to maneuver 
here. The Predators just kind of are what they are. And what 
they are, so far, is pretty bad. 

But how bad? Dom’s model has them hovering just about 10 
percent in terms of playoff odds. Our staff-wide power 
rankings are a little more optimistic, keeping the Predators 
out of the bottom 10, if only barely. Adam doesn’t think it’s a 
coaching problem, which removes one potential quick fix. 

If you wanted to be an optimist, you could point out that their 
early schedule has been tough, with seven games against 
the division’s big three of Tampa, Dallas and Carolina. 
They’re 0-7 in those, and 6-2 against everyone else. But 
considering those are the teams that you have to beat to get 
anywhere in the Central, I’m not sure it’s much comfort to 
Nashville fans. “We’re fine as long as we’re playing the other 
also-rans” isn’t really a rallying cry, you know? 

For now, it’s two more against the Stars tonight and 
tomorrow, but then comes six straight against the Red Wings 
and Blue Jackets. Maybe that can be the start of the 
turnaround. Or maybe it will be the final push into bottom five 
status.

 

Bag of Jerks: Goalie questions, protocol rust, first-line Brock McGinn and more 

By Sara Civian  

I almost took to Twitter a few days ago to ask for more 
questions for February’s Bag of Jerks. I was in quarantine, 
after all, and I figured I’d need something to keep me busy. 

Then I checked how many questions I had already received. 
And then I checked three times to make sure I wasn’t 
accidentally looking at Michael Russo’s mailbag. Nope, it 
was mine, and I had 96! Ninety-six! 

Not to get weirdly sentimental, but it’s been a tough past year 
full of existential fatigue. I’m sure at least someone will relate 
to how much I’ve been questioning “the point” of doing 
anything, and when you start to get to that place, it can be 
hard to find the motivation to — well — do anything. I’ve also 
felt so disconnected from everything at times. So I just want 
to thank you for reminding me that we’re all still connected, 
and that’s the whole point. I appreciate you for sticking 
around and giving me a purpose. 

I will now try to answer as many of the questions as I can. I’ll 
combine some of the similar ones and keep my answers 
relatively short to keep things moving. 

(Editor’s note: Some questions have been edited for length 
and clarity.) 

Does Ned look good enough for Rod to give Reimer some 
more frequent rest going forward? — Kyle W. 

Do you think that with Petr injured, the Canes are back in the 
goalie market and looking at an upgrade/someone who can 
hold down the fort? Riding Reimer seems like a disaster 
waiting to happen and Rod doesn’t seem to trust Ned. — 
Shlomo R. 

Short answer, yes. 

It’s been so hard to evaluate Alex Nedeljkovic because he’s 
played in such inopportune situations. That’s obviously 
because you don’t throw an inexperienced goaltender out 
there in the NHL when you’re trying to win a Stanley Cup 
unless you absolutely have to. Sometimes it works out, a la 
Jordan Binnington, but it’s rare — and even then the 
situations are usually the result of a forced hand. The 
downside to this phenomenon, though, is your homegrown, 
highly competent AHL goaltender-of-the-year prospect 
seeming like a bust when that isn’t necessarily true. This is 
why I felt sort of bad for Nedeljkovic when he didn’t get 
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claimed off waivers before entering the taxi squad. He 
deserves a legit shot in the NHL, and the Canes know this, 
but it’s a business, as they say. 

But now that Mrazek is out for a few weeks, the Canes have 
“had” to play Nedeljkovic enough to the point where we can 
actually evaluate him. It hasn’t been perfect, but I liked the 
sequence Saturday where he got a tripping penalty then 
made up for it with some impressive saves. His confidence in 
the face of, as Schlomo said, not seeming trusted by the 
coaching staff quite yet, is striking. At the very least, it’s 
enough to give Reimer some much-needed rest before 
Mrazek returns. Nedeljkovic and Mrazek actually have a 
similar style of play, and in that way, it’s a plus Mrazek is out 
instead of Reimer. It leaves the Hurricanes with one calm, 
sturdy goalie and one that brings the sometimes-needed 
drama. 

Luckily for the Canes, this is seeming like a shorter-term 
issue, but if Mrazek were projected to be out for anything 
longer than a month, it would be appropriate to dip back into 
the goalie market. That would be super inconvenient right 
now, because by the time a potential quarantine was 
complete, Mrazek would probably already be back. 

Hey, Sara, thanks for the chance to ask some questions! 
1. What do you think is going on with Turbo? He was so 
great the last couple of years, but has been all but invisible 
this year. Do you think it’s a holdover from the injury that 
limited him to power plays a few games back? 
2. How is Geekie handling his scoring slump? What do you 
think it will take to get him back to the 1.5 goal per game 
player we all know and love? 
3. #FirstLineBrock! — Lance S. 

Thanks for the chance to answer some questions! 

1. Good memory. I followed up about this after Teuvo 
Teravainen went on COVID-19 protocol. 
Brind’Amour confirmed that Teravainen did “tweak 
something” and it was unrelated to the COVID-19, 
so that combined with knowing Teravainen had 
some symptoms calls for a generous grace period, 
in my opinion. He’ll be fine, and his goal Saturday 
might be the start of that. For now, I urge you to 
appreciate how much Turbo at 100 percent means 
to this team, since his consistency tends to fly under 
the radar in normal times. 

2. I know you were kidding, but I raise you one Cedric 
Paquette … 

3. In the Lord’s name, we pray. 

Hey Sara. If I remember correctly, John Forslund turned 
down the Canes’ contract offer that was tied to attendance 
and wisely began searching for greener pastures. Since 
Tripp is back, does that mean he signed his attendance 
based contract offer? Also are Mike and Tripp friends IRL? 
Sometimes I wonder haha. — Drew J. 

Hi! If you need a reminder, here is the rundown. 

I have no authority to speak about why anyone signed or 
didn’t sign any contract, but as stated in that article, the 
Hurricanes offered both broadcasters new contracts that 

would make them independent contractors with a base 
stipend and a bonus scale directly tied to attendance. 

I have so much respect for both of these people, so I will 
offer my personal opinion, which is again rooted in respect 
for both Forslund and Tripp Tracy. 

Forslund has been (as you said) wisely keeping doors open 
for a few years now. He’s widely (if not unanimously) 
considered one of the best play-by-play announcers in the 
game, is one of the most professional people you’ll ever 
meet and has been with the Hurricanes since they were the 
Whalers. It makes so much sense to me that he would turn 
down what was, to be clear, a contract that was equal parts 
insulting and unable to be negotiated. I’m so glad he landed 
with the Kraken, and it makes so much sense — there are so 
many expenses they don’t have to deal with until the draft. I 
don’t want that to come across as smart-alecky. It’s 
genuinely great that Forslund was able to land somewhere 
that will be able to pay him what he deserves. 

But yes, that would mean Tracy accepted the offer the 
Hurricanes gave him. And to that point, I don’t know if it’s just 
because I’m actually watching the broadcast from home now, 
but I find myself wondering why Tracy hasn’t been given the 
praise Forslund has. I’ve always thought it takes brilliance to 
be as effortlessly funny as he is, and I love that the new 
arrangement allows him more room to show how smart he is 
too. I’d also remind you how close Tracy and Brind’Amour 
are — and my personal opinion is if Brind’Amour gets 
lowballed or leaves the Canes then Tracy will, too. And that 
would be a serious problem. 

And finally, yes, Mike and Tripp are friends in real life. Mike 
and everybody and Tripp and everybody are friends in real 
life. 

Other than the first DET game and the second CBJ game, 
Svech has been DOMINANT. And by “dominant” I mean 
“noticeable every damn shift he’s on the ice and making 
magic happen.” What do you think he needs to do to round 
up his game and truly ascend? — Shlomo R. 

Andrei Svechnikov needs to keep doing exactly what he’s 
doing. The only thing I can think of adding is more time and 
experience. His all-around game (scoring, passing, driving to 
the net) is so impressive, and with more games under his 
belt, he’ll continue to show it on a more and more consistent 
basis. He also (apparently) needs more time so he can earn 
the benefit of the doubt among the officials. 

How to get Teräväinen going? — Joonas K. 

Is it just a matter of time for the COVID protocol guys like 
Teravainen and Slavin who appear to be a step behind? — 
Cole B. 

While overall the Canes have looked like a good team, and 
the talent is certainly showing up, these last few games have 
been absolutely marred with stretches of sloppy play. Do you 
think there’s something Coach Brind’Amour might do in 
practice to clean things up, or is this simply more of a matter 
of getting (Teravainen, Slavin, et al) back up to form? — Alex 
H. 

Joonas, hello! Thank you for giving me the proper characters 
for Teräväinen. I’d say give it a few weeks after having 
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COVID-19 symptoms, as mentioned above. Coincidentally, 
everyone got mad at Sebastian Aho for passing to 
Teravainen on that late-game empty-net situation Saturday, 
but I think Aho was just trying to build off that Teravainen 
goal. He’ll be back. 

We’re used to such excellence from Slavin that it’s clear he’s 
a step behind. Brind’Amour has accounted for this and has 
mentioned many a time, before and after his return, that he 
expected rust from all the players returning from COVID-19 
protocol. I’d just be patient and happy that they’ve managed 
to go 9-3-0 with their goalie out and their most reliable 
players underperforming. When they start to lose, it starts to 
become a problem. 

As for practice, Brind’Amour has said a few times now that 
one of the biggest challenges of this season is limited 
practice. With so many games in so little time, you don’t want 
to overwork anyone. He’s said he basically considers the film 
room practice now, so in that sense, all he can do is show 
the guys moments of slop to make them aware. 

Thing is, the players struggling are generally the best 
players. They know what to do, and to me, it’s just a matter 
of getting back up to speed. It’s one of the best problems to 
have, IMO. 

Being down a goalie, is now the time the Hurricanes make a 
deal to bring one in? — Bill V. 

Honestly, this would be a perfect time to make a change if 
Mrazek was underperforming or was going to be out long-
term. But Mrazek has been one of the best goaltenders in 
the league, pre-injury, and recovery will be more of a matter 
of weeks than months, hence not putting him on LTIR. I have 
to admit, though, Marc-Andre Fleury is playing lights out. You 
wonder if the Canes regret not getting something done there. 

Hello Sara, Is there a God, and if so why do the Buffalo 
Sabres exist? — Keith R. 

How are you consistently so funny and why has Sara 
rejected all requests for your collaboration? — R.A.W. 
(responding to Keith R.)  

Keith: Hello. I hope this email is finding you with all of your 
Ducks in a corner. 

God exists just to spite the Buffalo Sabres. 

R.A.W., I enjoy letting his requests build up and get more 
ridiculous. One of these days, something will happen. 

Hi Sara, so far in the season has there been any moment or 
storyline that you wish you could have looked at more deeply 
but couldn’t because of Covid restrictions? Thanks for 
continuing to bring us great Canes coverage! — Aoife B. 

I really loved your Superlatives you did a while ago. After a 
month of Canes hockey, would you update any of those? — 
Owyn C. 

Yes, literally every single story. It’s tough to really “dig in” 
right now, but over the next few weeks I’m going to try to get 
creative and get in touch with players’ family members, old 
coaches, etc. I figure it’s a time for finding the stories that 
aren’t right in front of our faces. 

And Owyn, I absolutely love doing those. I usually do a 
preseason, midseason and postseason version, but why not 
have as much fun as possible this season? I’ll add it to the 
list. 

Sidenote: I love when y’all give me story ideas, and I took 
note of all the great ones submitted with the mailbag 
questions. Don’t worry. 

In the spirit of keeping the money on the ice….. is Stormy on 
the chopping block? — Colin P. 

If Stormy is on the chopping block, the consequences will be 
serious. 

Would you ever be a referee/linesmen, play goalie, or 
something similar to write a feature story/help you gain 
understanding? — Pat C. 

LOL, I’m completely willing. Who wants to give me a shot? In 
all seriousness, my boyfriend (ew) is a certified USA hockey 
official, and I love talking to him about all the controversial 
calls around the league. He also plays for a million minor-
league teams, and I’ve been begging him to let me come on 
a road trip when it’s safe. 

Where are your expectations regarding this Canes team 
compared to where they were before the season started? — 
Raphaël D. 

They’re about the same: Anything less than the playoffs is a 
disappointment, and depending on their opponent, they 
should probably make it out of the first round. I think it’s a 
great sign that there’s so much to improve on despite a 9-3-0 
record. Brind’Amour told me today the most glaring issue is 
the nitty-gritty details and consistency — totally agree. 

Can you explain the difference between injured reserve and 
LTIR along with the salary-cap implications? — Shannon A. 

OK, let’s talk about the situation that occurred Feb. 8. 

If a player is on IR, he has to stay there for at least seven 
days before activation, and his salary-cap hit still counts. If a 
player is on LTIR, he has to stay there for 24 days and 10 
games, but his salary doesn’t count towards the cap during 
that time and a roster spot effectively opens up. So, in 
retrospect, it’s easy to see why the Canes didn’t put Mrazek 
on LTIR. He’s already back to skating before practices. 
Martin Necas and Vincent Trocheck are already back. Max 
McCormick’s salary probably wouldn’t have been enough 
relief to call someone else up. 

There’s also the fact that doing things the way the Canes did 
helps them save up cap space for trade time. Thus, the 
emergency situation was born. 

Rate the Central teams. Is Florida for real? Is Chicago going 
to be decent? Can Tampa keep it up? Will Dallas surge late? 
Where will the Canes finish? — Andrew R. 

All great questions. Here’s how I have it: 

1. Tampa Bay 
2. Carolina 
3. Columbus 
4. Florida 
5. Dallas 
6. Chicago 
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7. Nashville 
8. Detroit 

So many of Dallas’ losses have been one-goal games, and 
they were an absolute skill wagon at the beginning of the 
season. I think they’ll figure it out and end up in the top three. 
I’m not sure if Florida is for real yet. Bobrovsky scares me. 
From the second I saw Nashville’s roster in the offseason, 
I’ve had no idea what they were going for, and I’m still 
confused. 

How important is it to keep a guy like Brock McGinn that 
might not be a statistical juggernaut (although he might be if 
he keeps playing on the first line) but kills penalties, dives all 
over the ice, and plays through anything and everything? 
And even if he’s replaced this offseason, can anyone really 
replace what he brings? — Cameron K. 

First of all, that’s Brock “statistical juggernaut” McGinn to 
you! #fivegoalMcGinn. But I get what you’re saying, and 
yeah it’s important, but the reason these guys are relatively 
inexpensive is that there are many more of them to go 
around in the league than there are top-talent guys. That 
said, McGinn is very good at this particular role, and he 
specifically seems to motivate the team in the tough 
stretches. He’s always the one initiating some sort of 
ridiculous penalty-kill sequence or being generally fearless. 
You can’t overpay him, though, so this will be an interesting 
negotiation. Tom Dundon had a really interesting explanation 
for his payroll on Craig Custance’s podcast a few weeks 
back. 

From your point of view so far, whose start to the season 
should we make a bigger deal about? Whose start to the 
season should we make a less big deal about? — David Z. 

Jordan Staal is amazing me on a nightly basis, but it’s not 
just the points. Even if he hadn’t been scoring, the difference 
in the entire team complexion with him taking faceoffs alone 
is worth at least a handful of wins. The change in the team 
was pretty jarring the second he returned, and I hope no one 
forgets that. I also keep saying Nino Niederreiter scoring 
early was huge, because he’s superstitious and, let’s be 
honest, streaky. Setting out on a good tone was so important 
for him. 

I also think Brett Pesce has been one of the best 
defensemen in the entire NHL. 

On the other side, I wouldn’t sweat Teravainen’s less-
productive return from COVID-19 protocol. Not time to worry 
yet. 

What has Staal changed??? His physique looks slimmer, he 
looks faster, and, I swear, his eyes look brighter. I’m 
beginning to wonder what Staal’s career numbers would look 
like if he had always been under COVID regulations. — Zane 
W. 

In all seriousness, he does seem to turn it on after he returns 
from injury or in this case COVID-19 protocol. I asked 
Brind’Amour if there was anything to that notion last week. 

“I don’t know if there’s a reason. He’s a professional,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He gives you what he can every night. 
Whether he’s been out or playing all the time, you know what 
you’re getting, right? There’s no real drop off with this guy. 
That’s what makes him a captain.” 

Who do you think has room for improvement at this point? 
We all know that 1st, 3rd and 4th line Brock is over 
performing at this point; who else do you see that is close to 
him? — Howard H. 

What’s different about Dougie? How has his game changed? 
What does he need to do to get back to that level? Is it 
mostly just rust or something else? — Shlomo R. 

In this household, we appreciate multi-line Brock. 

I expect much more out of Dougie Hamilton, but I don’t think 
you can talk about that without mentioning Slavin’s slow 
return from protocol. I wouldn’t freak out about that quite yet, 
but room for improvement is definitely there. I once half-
jokingly asked Brind’Amour if he’d consider playing Hamilton 
on the wing, and he said no for a few reasons, one of them 
being he’s not the fastest guy around. Ever since then, I’ve 
been noticing that he has been slower than usual. I wouldn’t 
call it rust, but maybe he’s had to do things he doesn’t 
necessarily always have to do while the defense pairs have 
done some moving around and Slavin has needed to get up 
to speed. 

When the trade deadline approaches, what is the move that 
will help the Hurricanes improve? — Marty L. 

Have you heard any speculation about trade deadline 
activity? I’m under the assumption that with a shortened 
season there will be less teams selling because of smaller 
than normal standings gaps among teams. The smaller pools 
will drive up prices and scare most teams, like Carolina, 
away. I am also speculating that some fringe teams hold off 
selling in hopes of ticket sales coming back and they need a 
competitive team to entice fans to come out. — Charles S. 

Charles, I’d bet your assumption is correct. I’d also bet on 
more of a soft trade deadline, where teams will make their 
moves weeks and months in advance as opposed to right 
down to the wire. Obviously, the quarantining and regulations 
will require more planning like that, and I think overall you’re 
going to see less activity for the reasons you stated. 

Marty, thinking long-term, if the Hurricanes are still winning 
and looking good, I’d probably stand pat. Their philosophy 
has been “don’t make changes just to make changes” for 
about a year now, and it’s generally worked out. They’ll have 
a lot of work to do this offseason. If they go off the rails or 
suffer a bad stretch, though, we’ll revisit this in next month’s 
mailbag. 

When does Bean ask for a trade? — Jonathan G. 

I think Brind’Amour saw this question and threw him into the 
lineup tonight just for you, Jonathan. We’ll see how he does.
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Hurricanes turn slow start into dominant 7-3 win over Columbus 

Jordan Staal and Brock McGinn each had two goals in the 
wins 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to PNC Arena and spotted 
the visiting Blue Jackets two goals in the first six minutes. 
But Carolina’s offense ignited and burned bright the rest of 
the way. Jordan Staal and Brock McGinn each scored twice, 
while Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Nino 
Niederreiter all had goals as the Hurricanes chased Joonas 
Korpisalo in a 7-3 win Monday. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes seemingly had that “returning from a long 
road trip” malaise in their first game at PNC Arena since Jan. 
31. Cam Atkinson scored just 26 seconds into the game, 
then Boone Jenner pushed the lead to 2-0 at 5:55 of the first 
period. 

“The confidence they have in their abilities to get going, I 
don’t think we’re ever out of a game,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of his team’s resilience. “And we’ve kind of 
proven that so far this year in this short sample size. But I do 
feel that there’s a lot of confidence (within) this group.” 

That shined through the rest of the way. Carolina scored 
seven of the game’s next eight goals — plus the Hurricanes 
had one taken off the board — and looked dominant through 
all four lines. Brind’Amour raised eyebrows by breaking up 
the trio of Aho, Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov, but the 
decision has paid off. 

McGinn — who matched a career-high with four points — 
has proven he can finish off plays on the wing with the two 
Finns, while Svechnikov has been a driving force in making 
Staal an offensive force without him losing any of his 
defensive dominance. 

It has also helped that Vincent Trocheck and Niederreiter are 
having bounce-back seasons while playing with a potential 
emerging star, Martin Necas. 

2. And then there’s the fourth line and its new addition. 
Cedric Paquette made his Hurricanes debut Monday and 
didn’t waste much time reintroducing himself to the Blue 
Jackets — the opponent his former team, the Lightning, 
played in each of the last two postseasons. In the middle 
frame, Paquette leveled Columbus defenseman Seth Jones 
in the neutral zone, and he then closed out the period in a 
shoving match with Blue Jackets captain Nick Foligno. 

The newest Hurricane finished with five hits in 11:33 of ice 
time and took 16 faceoffs, winning six. He played 30 seconds 
on the penalty kill, as well. 

“I appreciated the effort he gave,” Brind’Amour said of 
Paquette, who drove from Canada with his dog to arrive in 
Raleigh with enough time to play Monday. “I think he’ll get 
better and better, too, once he learns how we play in the 
systems and all that. It’s tough to just walk in and play a 
game on a new team, so I thought he contributed.” 

Paquette’s arrival moves Jordan Martinook to the wing where 
he’s most effective and, with Jesper Fast on the other wing, 
makes for a hard-to-handle fourth line. 

3. Defenseman Jake Bean was in the lineup Monday — just 
the fourth time this season he’s played — and responded 
with a two-assist night for his first points in the NHL. 

“I have pretty high expectations of myself,” said Bean, the 
12th overall pick in the 2016 draft. “I want to be one of the 
best defensemen in this league for a long time. So this is a 
good step, but I got a long way to go.” 

Paired with Brady Skjei most of the night, Bean was the 
catalyst for both goals he assisted on, setting up a cycle that 
led to Staal’s goal at the end of the first period and then 
finding a shooting lane on McGinn’s redirection midway 
through the third. 

It wasn’t a perfect performance — one turnover led to a Blue 
Jackets breakaway that Reimer (37 saves) stopped — but 
Bean showed he belonged. That’s important since Carolina 
decided to keep him on the taxi squad, against his wishes, 
rather than send him to the AHL. 

“We had discussions when I didn’t play for a while about 
maybe going down to the American League if we could make 
that work,” Bean said, “but … it wasn’t worth it to play just 
one or two games. So I’m fortunate that I was here. I’m 
fortunate that it worked out here.” 

You can bet the incoming Seattle Kraken were watching 
Bean very closely from afar. 

Number To Know 

6 — Unanswered goals for the Hurricanes, who scored with 
88 seconds left in the first period to cut Columbus’ lead to 3-
2 and then had the next five to overtake the Blue Jackets 
and pull away. 

They Said It 

“We got down two and no one even had one thought that 
we’re gonna lose. It gives you a lot of confidence. We knew 
that if we just played our game that we’d come back, we can 
make up the goals. … No doubts the whole time.” 

— Jake Bean on the reaction on the Carolina bench to going 
down 2-0 in the first six minutes. 
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Plus 

Teuvo Teravainen, Hurricanes forward — The Hurricanes 
have been able to keep winning thanks to the offensive 
production of depth scorers like Staal and McGinn, and it has 
masked Teravainen’s absence from the score sheet night 
after night. 

Well, Teravainen looks like he’s back, registering four points 
with a goal and three assists Monday — and that doesn’t 
include his goal that was wiped away by a video review in 
the first period. 

“I think today was a little bit better,” Teravainen said. “It’s 
been kind of tough with COVID and I just haven’t felt normal 
after, I feel like. It’s kind of tough, but hopefully it will get 
better now.” 

If Teravainen is back to being his usual point-per-game self, 
that’s huge for the Hurricanes. If he can be that while Staal 
and McGinn keep producing, it’s hard to see where the 
weakness is on this team. 

Minus 

James Reimer, Hurricanes goalie — It’s not Reimer’s fault he 
was blitzed by Columbus in the first six minutes, but it’s also 
not Reimer that scored seven goals to get Carolina a win. 
Reimer has now also allowed three or more goals in six 
straight starts. The good news? He’s lost only one of those 
and is 7-1-0 on the season, but a goals-against average over 
3.00 and save percentage under .900 is not a recipe for long-
term success.

 

 

Recap: Canes Rattle Off Six Straight Goals to Beat Blue Jackets 

McGinn, Teravainen each record four points 

By Michael Smith  

The Carolina Hurricanes scored six unanswered goals en 
route to a 7-3 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Twelve different players recorded at least a point for the 
Canes, while Brock McGinn (2g, 2a) and Teuvo Teravainen 
(1g, 3a) posted four points each. 

Fist Bumps 

Teuvo Teravainen  

About eight minutes deep in the first period, Teravainen had 
what would have been the Canes' first goal of the game 
called back because of an offside zone entry that occurred 
45 seconds prior. Perhaps he took that personally because 
he responded with a goal and three assists in the second 
and third periods. 

Early in the second period, just 27 seconds after dishing a 
backhand beauty across the crease to McGinn, Teravainen 
went bar down in the slot, his second goal in as many 
games, to give the Canes their first lead of the night. 

Teravainen wasn't done handing out helpers. In the final 
minute of the second while on the power play, he was the tac 
in a tic-tac-power-play-goal sequence finished off by Nino 
Niederreiter, who is tied for the team lead in goals on the 
season (7). 

These last two games have been a return to form of sorts for 
Teravainen, who was without a point in his first five games 
back from the COVID-19 Protocol list. 

"Today was maybe the first day I started to feel a little bit 
better," he said. "I haven't normal after, I feel like. It's been 
kind of tough. Hopefully it will get better now." 

Brock McGinn  

McGinn came into Monday's contest with 98 career points in 
the NHL, and not only did he reach the century mark, but he 
skated right past it with a four-point night (2g, 2a). 

Just 89 seconds into the second period, McGinn tapped in 
Teravainen's centering feed for his sixth goal of the season, 
the marker that tied the game at three. 

Just past the midway point of the third period, McGinn 
cruised through the slot and got a piece of Jake Bean's point 
shot for his second goal of the game. 

McGinn is tied for the team lead in goals with seven, six of 
which he has scored in his last six games. 

Jordan Staal  

Since returning from the COVID-19 Protocol list, Staal has 
recorded a team-leading 14 points in just 10 games. The 
captain was credited with a pair of goals tonight, his first 
multi-goal game and fifth multi-point effort of the season. 

Staal brought the Canes within a goal late in the first period 
when he chipped in his own second opportunity. 

With the game pretty much out of reach in the third period, 
Staal helped the Canes kick the extra point. Andrei 
Svechnikov fed Vincent Trocheck in the slot for a redirection, 
and the puck then glanced puck then glanced off Staal and 
eluded Elvis Merzlikins, who relieved Joonas Korpisalo in net 
after two periods. 
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Plus/Minus 

Minus: The start 

The game was only 26 seconds old when Cam Atkinson 
popped in his own rebound to give the Blue Jackets a 1-0 
lead. Five minutes later, that lead was doubled with Boone 
Jenner slid a puck in past James Reimer. It was a pretty 
disasterous start to the Canes' homecoming. 

Sebastian Aho made it a 2-1 game with his fourth goal of the 
season at the 13:14 mark, but Columbus stretched its lead 
back to two goals not even three minutes later when Kevin 
Stenlund baseball batted an airborne puck past Reimer. 

"We couldn't have been much colder," Brind'Amour said. 

The Canes got another one back before the end of the first to 
make it a 3-2 game heading into the intermission, and from 
there, they ran with it.  

"That first 10 minutes wasn't pretty for our team," McGinn 
said. "I think we just had to dig in, get to our system and get 
to our game. We did a good job of battling back, potting a 
couple and making it a game." 

Plus: The response 

There is no quit in this team. Even when the Canes get 
kicked in the teeth right off the opening faceoff, they put the 
score in the rearview mirror and started over on the next 
shift. An early two-goal deficit? A disallowed goal? Another 
two-goal deficit? Park it and move on. 

You've heard the refrain before this season: Good teams find 
a way to win. The Canes are a good team, and probably 
even better than just good. There is belief on the bench, and 
there is enough skill to make up for whatever mishaps might 
happen along the way. 

"We got down two, and no one even had one thought that we 
were going to lose," Bean said. "We knew that if we played 
our game we could come back and make up the goals." 

Checking In With the New Guy 

Cedric Paquette logged a lot of miles this weekend. He flew 
from Winnipeg to Toronto on Saturday before driving back to 
Ottawa. He arrived in Canada's capital city in the wee hours 

of Sunday morning and packed up to hit the road once again. 
One long, border-traversing drive later, he arrived in Raleigh 
late Sunday night. 

After all of that, he played 11:33 of an NHL game and 
recorded five hits in his debut with the Canes. Paquette 
made his presence felt with this heavy body check on Seth 
Jones in the second period. 

"For him to come out and be crashing and banging was 
awesome to see. Our bench loved it," McGinn said. "He's a 
player you want on your team." 

Stats Pack 

1, 2: Bean recorded his first career NHL point with the 
secondary assist on Staal's goal in the first period. It wasn't 
just a throwaway secondary helper, either - Bean pinched at 
the far point and protected the puck along the far wall before 
working it deep where Staal and Foegele grinded out the 
scoring sequence. He added his second career assist in the 
third period, as his point shot was redirected by McGinn for 
the team's sixth goal of the game. 

99, 100, 101, 102: McGinn tallied four points on the night 
(2g, 2a), and his goal in the second period marked his 100th 
career NHL point. His second goal of the game was the 50th 
of his career, and he now owns 102 career points (50g, 52a). 

27, 19: The Canes tallied four of their goals in two quick 
strikes. They scored their third and fourth goals within a 27-
second span and then tallied their sixth and seventh goals in 
just 19 seconds. 

37: Somewhat quietly, Reimer made a season-high 37 saves 
to earn his seventh win in as many starts. 

Quote of the Night 

"I don't think we're ever out of a game. I think we've proven 
that this year." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

The Canes host the Florida Panthers at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, a rescheduled match-up that was originally 
slated for late January. 
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Hurricanes score six unanswered, rally past Blue Jackets 

McGinn, Teravainen each gets four points for Carolina; 
Korpisalo pulled for Columbus 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Brock McGinn and Teuvo Teravainen 
each scored four points, and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied 
with six unanswered goals for a 7-3 win against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena on Monday. 

Jordan Staal scored twice, and Sebastian Aho had a goal 
and an assist for the Hurricanes (10-3-0), who have won 
three in a row. James Reimer made 37 saves, and Jake 
Bean had two assists, the defenseman's first two NHL points 
in his sixth game. 

McGinn had two goals and two assists, and Teravainen had 
a goal and three assists. McGinn, who mostly plays on the 
third line, skated on the top line with Aho and Teravainen. 

"I'm just trying to do a job of getting open," McGinn said. 
"They just make some special plays and it ends up on my 
stick, and right now it's working." 

Boone Jenner had a goal and an assist for the Blue Jackets 
(7-6-4). Joonas Korpisalo allowed five goals on 25 shots 
before being replaced by Elvis Merzlikins (seven saves) to 
start the third period. 

"There were a couple of simple coverages where we just 
don't get it done," Columbus coach John Tortorella said. "We 
need to work on things. [There are] guys that need to know 
how to play hard, need to know how to handle momentum 
swings. And there are a number of guys, we just have to 
calm ourselves down with our coverages in our [own] zone." 

The Hurricanes scored goals 27 seconds apart early in the 
second period to take the lead. McGinn tapped in 
Teravainen's pass through the goal crease to tie it 3-3 at 
1:29, and Teravainen gathered a loose puck in the slot and 
made it 4-3 at 1:56. 

"When they start surging a bit, we have to do a better job of 
checking, moving our feet and getting back to our game," 
Jenner said. "We can't let them score quick ones like that." 

Teravainen kicked a pass from his skate to his stick before 
passing to Nino Niederreiter in the slot for a power-play goal 
and a 5-3 lead with 47 seconds left in the period. 

Teravainen, who missed three games in the COVID-19 
protocol, was held without a point in his first five games after 
returning. But he scored in a 4-3 shootout win against the 

Dallas Stars on Saturday and said feels like he is rounding 
into hockey form. 

"I just haven't felt normal," Teravainen said. "I get tired [in] 
the legs. The timing too; I haven't played in a long time. But 
it's starting to feel a little better now, so that's good." 

McGinn tipped Bean's shot in the slot to extend the lead to 6-
3 at 11:35 of the third period. He has nine points (seven 
goals, two assists) in 13 games this season. 

"When you put guys that do it right with some real talented 
players, you have a chance to see these kinds of results," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

Andrei Svechnikov's shot went off Staal for a power-play 
goal that made it 7-3 at 11:54. Staal has eight points (five 
goals, three assists) in his past five games. 

"This year, he's a special guy," Svechnikov said of Staal. "It's 
so fun to play with him. It's kind of easy to play with him." 

Cam Atkinson gave the Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead 26 seconds 
into the first period. After Patrik Laine's shot was blocked by 
Dougie Hamilton, Atkinson followed his own rebound at the 
top of the crease. 

Jenner made it 2-0 at 5:55 when he won a battle in front of 
the net. 

Aho cut it to 2-1 with a wrist shot from the top of the left circle 
at 13:14. 

Kevin Stenlund's power-play goal gave Columbus a 3-1 lead 
at 15:53. He batted the puck out of the air from the left circle 
on a long rebound. 

Staal took a feed from Warren Foegele and put in his own 
rebound to cut it to 3-2 with 28 seconds left in the period. 

NOTES: Hurricanes forward Cedric Paquette, acquired in a 
trade with the Ottawa Senators on Saturday, led the 
Hurricanes with five hits and was minus-1 in 11:33. He was 
acquired with forward Alex Galchenyuk for forward Ryan 
Dzingel. Galchenyuk was placed on waivers Sunday and 
was traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs for forward Egor 
Korshkov and defenseman David Worsofsky on Monday. 
Galchenyuk did not play a game for Carolina. ... Forward 
Stefan Matteau had four hits in 12:00 in his season debut 
with the Blue Jackets. … Columbus defenseman Seth Jones' 
point streak ended at six games (seven points; one goal, six 
assists). … Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski 
(undisclosed) was scratched one game after returning to the 
lineup after missing three games with a lower-body injury.
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Galchenyuk traded to Maple Leafs by Hurricanes 

Forward was acquired from Senators for Dzingel, did not 
play for Carolina 

Alex Galchenyuk was traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs by 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday. 

Carolina received forward Egor Korshkov and defenseman 
David Warsofsky. 

Galchenyuk was acquired by the Hurricanes along with 
forward Cedric Paquette on Saturday in a trade from the 
Ottawa Senators for forward Ryan Dzingel but never played 
a game for them. Carolina placed Galchenyuk on waivers 
Sunday, and the 27-year-old forward remained in Ottawa 
waiting to see if he was claimed by another team. 

"No real plans for him," Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe 
said following a 6-5 overtime loss to the Senators. "[The 
trade] happened just before game time, so we haven't talked 
too much about it. 

"He's another depth option for us to come in. We've been 
looking to find a mix in our bottom six (forwards), and I think 

he's one of those guys that will compete for a spot like that. 
He gives us added roster flexibility given that he's cleared 
waivers already, so that helps our depth." 

The No. 3 pick in the 2012 NHL Draft by the Montreal 
Canadiens, Galchenyuk has played for four teams in three 
seasons (Arizona Coyotes, Pittsburgh Penguins, Minnesota 
Wild, Ottawa) since being traded by Montreal to Arizona on 
June 15, 2018. He scored one goal in eight games for the 
Senators after signing with them as a free agent Oct. 28, 
2020, and has 321 points (136 goals, 185 assists) in 557 
NHL games, including a career-high 56 (30 goals, 26 assists) 
in 2015-16 for the Canadiens. 

Korshkov has played one NHL game. The 24-year-old was 
playing for the Toronto Marlies of the American Hockey 
League. 

Warsofsky has scored 11 points (two goals, nine assists) in 
55 NHL games with the Boston Bruins, Penguins, New 
Jersey Devils and Colorado Avalanche. The 30-year-old has 
been assigned to the Chicago Wolves of the AHL.

 

 

Florida takes road win streak into matchup with Carolina 

Florida Panthers (9-2-2, second in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-3-0, third in the Central Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Wednesday, 5 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Florida visits Carolina looking to prolong its 
three-game road winning streak. 

The Hurricanes are 10-3-0 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina has scored 47 goals and is third in the league 
averaging 3.6 per game. Brock McGinn leads the team with 
seven. 

The Panthers are 9-2-2 against division opponents. Florida is 
ninth in the league recording 9 points per game, averaging 
3.3 goals and 5.7 assists. 

The matchup Wednesday is the first meeting of the season 
for the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Nino Niederreiter leads the Hurricanes 
with a plus-eight in 13 games this season. Jordan Staal has 
six goals and eight assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Carter Verhaeghe leads the Panthers with seven goals and 
has 12 points. Jonathan Huberdeau has nine assists over 
the last 10 games for Florida. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.8 goals, 
seven assists, 3.9 penalties and 8.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.9 goals per game with a .900 save percentage. 

Panthers: 6-2-2, averaging three goals, five assists, 4.3 
penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.9 goals 
per game with a .906 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Petr Mrazek: out (thumb). 

Panthers: Noel Acciari: out (upper body).
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Hurricanes erase early deficit, beat Blue Jackets 7-3 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Brock McGinn and Teuvo 
Teravainen scored 26 seconds apart in the second period as 
the Carolina Hurricanes erased an early deficit and beat the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 7-3 on Monday night. 

McGinn finished with two goals and two assists, and 
Teravainen added three assists. Jordan Staal was credited 
with two goals following a scoring change, and Sebastian 
Aho and Nino Niederreiter also scored for the Hurricanes, 
who’ve won three games in a row.  

Goalie James Reimer gave up three goals in the first 16 
minutes and made 37 saves as the Hurricanes opened a 
five-game homestand. 

“That first 10 minutes wasn’t pretty for our team,” McGinn 
said. “But I think we just needed to dig in and get to our 
systems and our game.” 

Teravainen notched his second in as many games after 
going without a goal in his first eight outings this season. He 
said he had been getting tired quickly following a bout with 
coronavirus. 

“It has been kind of tough,” Teravainen said. “I haven’t felt 
normal. Hopefully, it will get better now.” 

Cam Atkinson, Boone Jenner and Kevin Stenlund scored for 
the Blue Jackets, who had a three-game points streak 
halted. 

Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo made 20 saves across 
two periods before he was replaced by Elvis Merzlikins. 

“I think we were just soft all around,” Atkinson said. “Not the 
way we’re known to play. Just kind of embarrassing on our 
part.” 

Defenseman Jake Bean’s assists on Carolina’s second and 
sixth goals were his first NHL points in his sixth career game. 

“Tonight was the opportunity I needed to gain a little bit more 
trust in the coaches,” said Bean, a first-round draft pick in 
2016. “That was good. I also know I have a long way to go.” 

Atkinson scored 26 seconds into the first period, chipping a 
rebound over Reimer. It was 2-0 less than six minutes into 
the game on Jenner’s goal.  

By the 6:46 mark, Aho drilled a shot past Korpisalo to put 
Carolina on the board. Stenlund knocked the puck out of 
midair to regain momentum for the Blue Jackets. 

That didn’t last long. 

“There are certain players that are absolutely giving 
(everything),” Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. 
“There are certain players that aren’t. There are certain 
players that just don’t know how to. So it’s kind of a little bit 
of a smorgasbord there.” 

PUT HIM TO WORK 

Cedric Paquette made his Carolina debut, serving as a 
fourth-line center just two days after he was acquired from 
Ottawa in a deal that included the Hurricanes sending Ryan 
Dzingel to the Senators. 

Paquette, who was a member of last year’s Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning, logged about 11½ minutes 
in his first game with his newest team. He was credited with 
a team-high five hits. 

“He’s a player you want on our team and not to play against, 
as you can see,” McGinn said. 

THANKS FOR … 

Prior to the game, the Hurricanes announced that they 
traded forward Alex Galchenyuk, who was involved in 
Saturday’s Ottawa deal, to the Toronto Maple Leafs in return 
for forward Egor Korschkov and defenseman David 
Warsofsky. 

Korschkov, 24, has played in the Kontinental Hockey 
League, posting 31 points (16 goals, 15 assists) in 53 games 
this season with Lokomotiv Yaroslavl. He scored a goal in his 
lone NHL game last February vs. Buffalo. 

Warsofsky was assigned to the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League. 

ROUGH NIGHT, AGAIN  

Korpisalo has allowed 11 goals in five periods against the 
Hurricanes this season. Two of the three games in which he 
has given up five or more goals have come against Carolina.  

“We left (Korpisalo) out to dry,” Atkinson said. “There’s only 
so much he can do for us.” 

This marked the second in-game goalie change of the 
season for the Blue Jackets. 

UP NEXT 

Blue Jackets: Columbus is home Thursday night vs. 
Nashville to begin a four-game homestand. 

Hurricanes: Carolina hosts the Florida Panthers on 
Wednesday in a make-up game from last month’s 
coronavirus-related postponement.
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Maple Leafs acquire F Galchenyuk in trade with Hurricanes 

TORONTO (AP) — Alex Galchenyuk has a new home for the 
second time in just over 48 hours. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs acquired the winger in a trade with 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday for forward Egor 
Korshkov and defenseman David Warsofsky. 

Galchenyuk, 27, appeared in eight games with Ottawa this 
season after signing a one-year contract for just over $1 
million in free agency. He scored one goal before he was 
shipped to Carolina along with center Cedric Paquette for 
winger Ryan Dzingel on Saturday. 

In 557 regular-season NHL games with the Montreal 
Canadiens, Arizona Coyotes, Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Minnesota Wild and Senators, Galchenyuk has 136 goals 
and 321 points. 

The third overall pick by Montreal in the 2012 NHL draft, who 
has four goals and nine assists in 32 playoff appearances, is 
joining his sixth organization since the 2018-19 season. 

Galchenyuk, who cleared waivers prior to Monday’s trade, 
never left Canada following Carolina’s original swap with 
Ottawa, meaning he won’t need to quarantine for two weeks 
before joining the Leafs, the team’s taxi squad or the AHL’s 
Toronto Marlies. 

Korshkov has 16 goals and 31 points in 53 games with 
Lokomotiv Yaroslavl of the KHL in 2020-21. 

The 24-year-old, who was selected by the Leafs with the 
31st pick in 2016 and signed with the team in May 2019, 
scored in his only NHL game on Feb. 16, 2020. 

Warsofsky, 30, has two goals and nine assists in 55 career 
NHL games with Boston, Pittsburgh, New Jersey and 
Colorado.

 

 

Maple Leafs acquire Galchenyuk from Hurricanes for Koshkov, Warsofsky 

By David Morassutti 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have acquired forward Alex 
Galchenyuk from the Carolina Hurricanes for Egor Korshkov 
and defenceman David Warsofsky. 

Galchenyuk was traded to the Hurricanes along with Cedric 
Paquette from the Ottawa Senators in a deal for Ryan 
Dzingel on Saturday. The 27-year-old will be moving on to 
his seventh NHL team and had a goal in eight games with 
Ottawa this season. 

According to Sportsnet's Chris Johnston, Galchenyuk 
remained in Canada after the trade to the Hurricanes and will 
therefore not need to complete a 14-day quarantine before 
joining the Leafs. 

Across 557 games split between the Montreal Canadiens, 
Arizona Coyotes, Pittsburgh Penguins, Minnesota Wild and 

Senators, Galchenyuk has scored 136 goals and added 185 
assists. Galchenyuk was originally selected third overall by 
the Canadiens in the 2012 NHL Draft. 

Korshkov has 31 points in 53 games with Lokomotiv 
Yaroslavl in the KHL this season. He has played one career 
NHL game with the Leafs since being drafted in the second 
round of the 2016 NHL Draft, recording a goal in his debut. 
The 24-year-old also had 16 goals and 25 points in 44 
games in the AHL with the Toronto Marlies last season. 

Warsofsky was acquired by the Leafs this past off-season as 
a part of the trade that sent Kasperi Kapanen to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. The 30-year-old has played the 
majority of his games as a pro at the AHL level, tallying 10 
goals and 23 assists with the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins in 2019-20.
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The Buzzer: Senators pull off historic rally vs. Maple Leafs; Busy Monday in NHL 

By James O'Brien  

NHL Three Stars from Monday 

1. Brock McGinn/Teuvo Teravainen, Carolina Hurricanes 

So, uh, is the door open for more Blue Jackets drama? Or 
maybe the Hurricanes are just that dangerous? 

Either way, McGinn, Teravainen, and others made it a long 
night for Columbus, as Carolina won 7-3. It was 3-2 after the 
first period, than the Hurricanes piled two more goals on in 
each of the next two periods to make this one a blowout. (To 
extract a few extra expletives from John Tortorella, the Blue 
Jackets even had a 3-1 lead in this game.) 

McGinn ended the night with two goals and two assists, 
while Teravainen reached four points as well (1G, 3A). The 
Hurricanes also received multiple-point performances from 
Jordan Staal (two goals) and Jake Bean (two assists). 

Actually, that bit about drama? Maybe the Blue Jackets skew 
closer to a dark comedy. 

Check out the highlights for those performances, but also a 
great move by Jack Roslovic (doing well lately!) and a great 
baseball-style goal by Kevin Stenlund. 

2. Mark Scheifele, Winnipeg Jets 

For just about everyone but the coaches, the ideal Jets – 
Oilers game is a high-scoring affair. Also ideally: Connor 
McDavid would end up doing some cool things. 

That’s pretty much what happened here, although it would 
have been nice to see Leon Draisaitl get on the board. 
McDavid did, collecting two assists, while Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins scored two goals (including one on an absolutely 
brilliant pass by Jesse Puljujarvi). 

As explosive as the Oilers were, the Jets came out on top in 
part because of strong work by the likes of Mark Scheifele. 
Scheifele scored a goal and two assists, including providing 
the setup on the game-winner. 

3. Evgenii Dadonov, Ottawa Senators 

OK, you can probably hand this one to Auston Matthews, 
too. The red-hot American sniper collected two goals and 
one assist in helping the Maple Leafs build a 5-1 lead against 
the Senators. 

Of course, that night doesn’t feel as great when you realize 
that the Senators ended up coming back against the Maple 

Leafs. Dadonov was a key part of that comeback, scoring 
two goals, including a thrilling game-winner. Scroll down for 
more on that game, and that moment. 

Highlights of Monday Night in NHL: Tkachuk vs. Muzzin, 
Senators stun Maple Leafs 

Monday was a busy night in the NHL, and there was plenty 
of nastiness. Jake Muzzin and Brady Tkachuk maybe had 
some built-in nastiness after Muzzin angered Matthew 
Tkachuk. Or, you know, maybe they got feisty because 
Brady Tkachuk is Brady Tkachuk. Either way, things erupted 
in Maple Leafs – Senators, including Brady Tkachuk fighting 
Jake Muzzin: 

Everything happened in that game. You might as well watch 
the highlights, but if you need one to key on, the overtime 
game-winner should cover your bases. Dadonov blocked a 
shot, then scored a thrilling game-winner. 

Schmidt with an own-goal on Canucks 

Nate Schmidt setting up an own-goal is a pretty extreme 
example of the bounces not going the Canucks’ way. (Maybe 
Thatcher Demko technically owned-goal the Canucks, but 
you catch the drift.) 

Stats of the night on the Senators rallying to beat the Maple 
Leafs 

For the first time in Ottawa Senators history, they came back 
from a 4+ goal deficit to win a game. The league notes that 
their record in those situations is now 1-237-3. Via the NHL, 
the Senators have come back from down 4+ to at least tie 
the score on five occasions, but again, they either lost or 
settled for a tie. 

Here’s one more stat that hammers home how rare the 
Senators’ comeback was against the Maple Leafs: 

Monday’s NHL scores 

Coyotes 1, Blues 0 
Islanders 3, Sabres 1 
Hurricanes 7, Blue Jackets 3 
Panthers 6, Lightning 4 
Senators 6, Maple Leafs 5 (OT) 
Blackhawks 3, Red Wings 2 (OT) 
Jets 6, Oilers 5 
Flames 4, Canucks 3 (OT) 
Sharks 3, Ducks 2
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NHL Power Rankings: Lightning, Stars trending in opposite directions 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the two 
Stanley Cup Final teams from last season find themselves 
trending in two very different directions in recent weeks. 

While the defending champion Lightning climb to the top of 
the NHL Power Rankings with the best record in the league 
entering Monday, the Stars have cooled off considerably 
from their fast start by losing seven of their past eight games. 
That has resulted in a slide down the rankings for the second 
in a row. 

Elsewhere, the Golden Knights make a jump behind the play 
of Marc-Andre Fleury, while the Maple Leafs start to take 
control of the North Division. 

We take a look at all of that and more in this week’s 
rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning. The defending champions have the 
league’s best record (by points percentage) going into 
Monday even though they have not had Nikita Kucherov all 
season. No weakness here. 

2. Boston Bruins. Right there with Tampa even though the 
the Bruins have spent most of the season on the road and 
played half of their games without David Pastrnak. The 
defense has been a pleasant surprise. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights. The Vegas net seems to belong to 
Marc-Andre Fleury again. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs. They look like the best team in the 
North. If they do not make an extended playoff run this 
season you really have to start to wonder if it will ever 
happen for this group. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes. They are 9-3-0 — which is great! — 
even though it seems like some of their best players have 
not yet started to play their best. They are getting next to 
nothing offensively from Teuvo Teravainen and Jaccob 
Slavin. That will not continue. 

6. Colorado Avalanche. Injuries and going nearly two weeks 
without playing a game are the biggest thing holding them 
back right now. But they will be there when it counts. 

7. Florida Panthers. You have to be happy with where they 
are right now, but that 5-1 record for Sergei Bobrovsky to go 
with his .884 save percentage make it seem like they are 
dancing through some rain drops here. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers. We haven’t seen them for a while, but 
maybe that has helped them? While some other top teams 
have slumped, the Flyers record remains strong and they 
were winning a lot before their season had to be delayed a 
bit. 

9. St. Louis Blues. They have to be tired of seeing the 
Coyotes. Monday’s game will be their seventh in a row 
against them. The Blues have been solid overall, but there is 
another level here for them to reach. 

10. Montreal Canadiens. They have hit a little bit of a wall 
recently after their fast start. Josh Anderson and Tyler Toffoli 
are still making huge impacts and making Marc Bergevin 
look like the big winner of the offseason. 

11. Edmonton Oilers. Do not look now but they enter this 
week having won six out of seven games. They are beating 
who they should beat. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
will still need some help offensively for all of this winning to 
continue. 

12. New York Islanders. Mathew Barzal is starting to get on a 
roll and is carrying an eight-game point streak into the week. 
He looks unstoppable right now. 

13. Winnipeg Jets. Pierre-Luc Dubois never missed a game 
for Columbus, shows up in Winnipeg, plays two games, and 
then gets sidelined due to an injury. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins. They went 12 games without 
having a two-goal lead until they finally managed to build one 
on Sunday. That is staggering. They have still barely held a 
lead of any kind all season. 

15. Washington Capitals. Goal prevention is a big problem 
this season, and even though they have played just one 
game in seven days they are still on a four-game losing 
streak. 

16. Columbus Blue Jackets. Patrik Laine has been non-stop 
excitement since arriving in Columbus. A bunch of goals, a 
benching, and his first ever NHL fight. 

17. Dallas Stars. Since starting the season with a four-game 
winning streak the Stars are 1-3-4 in the eight games that 
have followed. 

18. Chicago Blackhawks. Patrick Kane can still produce 
offense, Alex DeBrincat is scoring goals again, and Kevin 
Lankinen is a pleasant surprise in goal right now. 

19. Calgary Flames. Still trying to find consistency as a team, 
but on the plus side Jacob Markstrom has been great this 
season. 

20. Arizona Coyotes. Conor Garland has turned out to be an 
amazing find for them. 

21. Minnesota Wild. It has been two weeks since we have 
seen them play. What can you say about them at this point? 

22. New Jersey Devils. Same story as the Wild. Nothing new 
to say about them right now. 

23. Buffalo Sabres. They finally return to game after this 
week for the first time since the end of January. 

24. Anaheim Ducks. John Gibson has a .924 save 
percentage in 12 starts and only has five wins to show for it. 
That is the sign of a bad team with a great goalie. 

25. New York Rangers. The lack of offense has been the 
biggest disappointment this season. That was supposed to 
be a strength. 

26. Los Angeles Kings. Jonathan Quick looks like he could 
be in for another tough season. 
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27. San Jose Sharks. An aging team with shaky goaltending 
and a lot a of bad contracts. Not a great combination for the 
long-term outlook. 

28. Vancouver Canucks. Coach Travis Green and GM Jim 
Benning get the public vote of confidence from the owner. 
Now we see how much that is worth. 

29. Nashville Predators. They struggled in back-to-back 
games against Detroit. Those are the games you have to win 

to gain ground. The fact Nashville only split them (and did 
not look great in the process of that split) is a concern. 

30. Detroit Red Wings. They play hard. They are just lacking 
the talent throughout the lineup. 

31. Ottawa Senators. They really need to figure out a way to 
get Matt Murray back to the level of play he showed early in 
his career. A lot of their rebuild will depend on that.

 
 

 

About last night: Canes storm back for blowout win 

The Hurricanes got contributions across the board as they 
scored six unanswered goals Monday night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The 2021 Carolina Hurricanes continue to find new ways to 
win games. Monday night, their 10th win of the season, 
involved roaring back from an early two-goal deficit with six 
unanswered tallies, overwhelming the Columbus Blue 
Jackets with their offensive prowess in a 7-3 win.  

The game saw five players: Brock McGinn, Teuvo 
Teravainen (McGinn and Teravainen had four apiece), Jake 
Bean, Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal record multi-point 
outings.  

Here’s some key takeaways from the victory: 

Another good night on special teams  

The Hurricanes’ special teams units have been quietly good 
since a disastrous game in Chicago earlier this month, and 
Monday night was no different.  

Carolina scored on both of its power-play tries, including a 
big goal by Nino Niederreiter, his seventh of the season, late 
in the second period to give the team a two-goal cushion 
going into the third.  

The Canes also killed off all three of Columbus’ power plays 
in impressive fashion, with two different opportunities for 
breakaway goals shorthanded.  

Team’s need their special teams to be difference makers to 
be successful today, and the Canes; have been, with the 
power play (27.9) currently ranking seventh in the NHL, and 
the penalty kill (80.9) ranking 14th.  

Firing on all cylinders 

The Canes have a deep, talented lineup, and it’s one that 
can simply over power opponents when everything is 
clicking. That’s what happened Monday night.  

Whether it was Niederreiter and McGinn continuing to score 
big goals, Staal keeping up his torrid stretch since returning 
from the COVID list, or Aho and Teravainen finally looking 

like the high-powered duo they are, the Canes were 
attacking in waves Monday night. 

When this team is clicking like that, it becomes very tough to 
beat. 

“I think we have the depth in this locker room, and we know 
anybody who comes into our lineup is going to play our 
systems and do a good job at it,” McGinn said. “I think we 
have the confidence in this group right, and we’ve just got to 
keep playing our game no matter who’s in the lineup.” 

A tough start, but quick response 

There was a point in Monday’s game where it was tough to 
imagine a win of any kind, let alone a blowout. Columbus 
jumped on the Canes right out of the gate, scoring just 26 
seconds into the game and taking two separate two-goal 
leads in period one.  

The Canes stuck with it though, and, following an important 
goal late in the first from Staal, stormed out of the first 
intermission, tying the game and then taking the lead in just 
19 seconds on goals from McGinn and Teravainen within the 
first two minutes of the period.  

“We couldn’t have been much colder, so that was good,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We just got kind of, I thought, at the start 
of the second, doing it the way we needed to do it. We got 
rewarded. It doesn’t always work that way. It felt like we 
scored on our chances tonight that normally it takes a few 
more to get the goals to go in. But I thought we finally got 
somewhat of a game together in the second. We were 
fortunate to capitalize.” 

For the Canes, however, there was never a panic when 
facing the two-goal deficits. This is a team with confidence in 
its abilities, and that knows it can make things happen it 
plays its game.  

“It was like, we got down two and no one even had one 
thought they were going to lose,” Bean said. “It gives you a 
lot of confidence. We knew that if we just played our game, 
we’d come back and make up the goals. We just took it a 
little at a time. No doubts the whole time.” 
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Teravainen awakens 

Teravainen has had a rough go of it this season. The Finnish 
playmaker was one of the players who spent a stint on the 
COVID list and missed three games.  

Since returning, it’s taken him a bit to get going, and get back 
to the level of play those that follow this team have come to 
expect from him as he shook off the effects of the virus.  

His game’s been coming along the past few games, and, 
Monday night, he finally looked like his old self, making crisp 
passes to his teammates to set them up for goals and 
chances, potting one goal himself and even having another 
disallowed in the first period.  

Teravainen acknowledged it’s been a tough road betting 
back to his previous levels. 

“I think today was maybe the first day I started to feel a little 
bit better,” Teravainen said. “It’s been kind of tough with all 
the COVID and just haven’t felt normal. It’s been kind of 
tough. Hopefully it will get better now. It’s kind of tough to 
say, I just haven’t felt normal, I get tired really easy and the 
legs and the timing too because I haven’t played in a long 
time. I feel like it took a couple of games to get going again, 
but it’s starting to feel a little better now, so that’s good.” 

Bean jumps on opportunity 

Brind’Amour spoke about the team capitalizing on its 
chances, and one player who certainly capitalized on a 
chance of sorts Monday was Bean. The Canes’ 2016 first-
round pick has dominated the lower levels with his skating 
and offensive instincts from the blue line, even being named 
the AHL’s defenseman of the year in 2019-20.  

Despite his accolades and growth, Bean hasn’t been able to 
crack a deep Canes blue line. He played three games while 
the Canes were down five regulars on the COVID protocol 
list, but then it was back to the taxi squad. Brind’Amour said 
coming into this season that the team needs to see what it 
has in Bean.  

The only way to do that is to get him games, and so the 
Canes inserted him into the lineup over Haydn Fleury 
Monday. Bean made the most of his chance, picking up two 
assists (the first two points of his NHL careeR), a shot on 
goal and +2 rating in 13:22. His ability to make plays from 
the point was on display, including on a well-placed shot 
tipped home by McGinn in the third.  

Bean knows he made a good impression, but, in his mind, 
it’s just the beginning.  

“I think it’s been a good start,” Bean said. “I have pretty high 
expectations of myself – I want to be one of the best 
defensemen in this league for a long time. This is a good 
step, but I’ve got a long way to go.” 

Going forward, it’ll be interesting to see what the Canes do 
with Bean and their blue line. He certainly earned a longer 
look Monday, but the player he replaced, Fleury (who 
currently leads the team in blocked shots), certainly has 
done nothing to warrant a lengthy stay in the press box. 

The issue is, neither has anyone else. The Canes currently 
have seven healthy, arguably NHL-caliber defensemen 
including Bean, and how they manage that situation and try 
to keep everyone happy will be an interesting subplot going 
forward.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, McGinn, Teravainen, Bean on blowout win  

Rod Brind’Amour, Brock McGinn, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Jake Bean spoke to the media via Zoom following a blowout 
win over Columbus Monday night. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes fired on all cylinders offensively in a 7-3 win 
over Columbus Monday night, with five players, including 
Jake Bean, Teuvo Teravainen and Brock McGinn, notching 
multi-point games.  

Bean, Teravainen, McGinn and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to 
the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On being hot and cold tonight: We couldn’t have been much 
colder, so that was good. We just got kind of, I thought, at 
the start of the second, doing it the way we needed to do it. 
We got rewarded. It doesn’t always work that way. It felt like 
we scored on our chances tonight that normally it takes a few 
more to get the goals to go in. But I thought we finally got 
somewhat of a game together in the second. We were 
fortunate to capitalize.  

On players like Jordan Staal elevating their game: I’m not 
really sure. In Jordan’s case, I’ve said this before, but it feels 

like he’s playing the same way, it’s just the opportunities, 
he’s cashing in, whereas in the past, like I said, I’d come 
back after the game and go ‘Who had the most chances or 
created the most,’ and his name was always on it, but there 
was nothing to show for it. So I’m not really sure, but we just 
hope it continues.  

On Teuvo Teravainen: I think we touched on that the other 
day. I thought his last game, he looked a little closer to the 
way he plays. You could kind of see that he had a little jump 
to his step. The plays he was making, they were crisp. 
Hopefully he feels 100% real soon. 

On Cedric Paquette’s debut: I think that’s always tough. First 
game with any new team, and how he got here, I’m sure that 
took a toll on him. I appreciated the effort he gave. I think 
he’ll get better and better too, once he learns how we play, 
the systems and all that. It’s tough to just walk in and play a 
game on a new team. I thought he contributed.  

On battling in the trenches: That’s the game. Today’s game, 
it’s all about winning the little battles. We certainly weren’t 
great in the beginning of the game in those areas, and we 
had lapses throughout the game, but I thought we did a little 
better job in that area and we were able to capitalize. 
Tonight, we capitalized on chances. It doesn’t always 
happen that way.  
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On coming back being the system vs. the confidence in their 
abilities: I’d love to say it’s a bit of both, but it’s probably the 
more confidence they have in their abilities to get going. I 
don’t think we’re ever out of a game. We’ve kind of proven 
that so far this year. It’s a short sample size, but I do feel like 
there’s a lot of confidence in this group. 

On Brock McGinn: I’d say they do it right. It’s kind of that 
simple. You put guys that do it right with some really talented 
players, you have the chance to see these kinds of results. 

Teuvo Teravainen 

On getting his legs: I think today was maybe the first day I 
started to feel a little bit better. It’s been kind of tough with all 
the COVID and just haven’t felt normal. It’s been kind of 
tough. Hopefully it will get better now. It’s kind of tough to 
say, I just haven’t felt normal, I get tired really easy and the 
legs and the timing too because I haven’t played in a long 
time. I feel like it took a couple of games to get going again, 
but it’s starting to feel a little better now, so that’s good. 

On the difference between the first period: We were just 
talking, that’s not the way we want to play. We need to get 
better and be simple, get the pucks in and that’s how we 
play, get some turnovers and that will work pretty good. We 
weren’t really playing our game, so we just had to get to our 
game, be simple. It’s nothing really much going on, that’s just 
how we play. We got some goals and that’s it. 

On Brock McGinn: He’s been great. I think he could play on 
any line right now and be good. He works hard, he got a little 
scoring touch too, so it’s good for him. 

On the disallowed goal: It’s pretty close sometimes, and I 
don’t know – it’s tough to say. The new rule, you can have 
your skate a little bit up too. It’s a close call. The first one we 
didn’t get it, and the second one is good that we got it. 

Jake Bean 

On being purposely put in the lineup (vs. an injury 
replacement): I don’t really look at it like that. I’m looking at 
the longevity of my career, waiting for an opportunity to play 
and making the most of it. If tonight’s the opportunity that I 
needed to gain a little more trust in the coaches, that’s good, 
but I know I also have a long way to go. 

On the response down two: It was like, we got down two and 
no one even had one thought they were going to lose. It 
gives you a lot of confidence. We knew that if we just played 

our game, we’d come back and make up the goals. We just 
took it a little at a time. No doubts the whole time. 

On where he wants to be and how comfortable he feels in 
the NHL: I think it’s been a good start. I have pretty high 
expectations of myself – I want to be one of the best 
defensemen in this league for a long time. This is a good 
step, but I’ve got a long way to go. 

On playing vs. the taxi squad: We had discussions when I 
didn’t play for a while about maybe going down to the 
American League if we could make that work, but with their 
season it didn’t really line up. It wasn’t worth it to just play 
one or two games. So I’m fortunate that I was here, and I’m 
fortunate that it worked out here. 

Brock McGinn 

On battling back: It feels good. I think that first 10 minutes 
wasn’t pretty for our team. I think we just had to dig in and 
get our game. I think we did a good job of battling back there 
and potting a couple, making it a game. In the third, I think 
we came out with that mentality that we needed to come out 
there and get that next goal, and I think we did a good job of 
that. 

On winning in the dirty areas: I think it’s just the focus of 
playing our systems. Our systems are winning those battles 
and just making sure we’re getting pucks in there, putting the 
puck behind their net, going away and grinding. I think when 
we get to our game, we’re a pretty scary team.  

On Cedric Paquette: He definitely had a long travel the last 
couple days. For him to come out and be crashing and 
banging, that was awesome to see. I think our bench 
obviously loved it. He’s a player you want on your team and 
not to play against. 

On playing with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen: It’s 
awesome. They’re just so skilled. I think they see the ice so 
well and they go out there and work. I think they have that 
mentality every night. I’m just trying to do a job of getting 
open and they just make some special plays. It ends up on 
my stick and right now it’s working. 

On if the Canes are surprised on their record: I don’t know if 
our room is surprised at all. I think we have the depth in this 
locker room, and we know anybody who comes into our 
lineup is going to play our systems and do a good job at it. I 
think we have the confidence in this group right, and we’ve 
just got to keep playing our game no matter who’s in the 
lineup.
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Hurricanes explode for six unanswered goals in blowout win over Blue Jackets 

It looked like it might be a laugher from the start. And it was - 
just not in the way you’d expect. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

There was a time years ago that a game between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Columbus Blue Jackets resulted in 
a strangely endearing brand of firebrand hockey, the two 
teams trading chances at either end while the goaltenders 
struggled to stop beach balls. Then, once John Tortorella got 
his hands on the Jackets, the series predictably degenerated 
into defensive slugfests that got no one hyped. 

Based on their three games this season, it looks like the 
pendulum is swinging back toward the zaniness that this 
series was once known for. 

Following a lackadaisical start, the Hurricanes cranked up 
the afterburners, scoring six unanswered goals on their way 
to a 7-3 win over the Blue Jackets in their first home game 
following a six-game swing on the road. Brock McGinn 
matched his career high with a four-point night, and Teuvo 
Teravainen matched it with a goal and three assists of his 
own. 

But it sure didn’t look like it was going to go in that direction 
early. On the first shift of the game, Jack Roslovic, who has 
terrorized the Hurricanes to the tune of four points in his first 
three games against Carolina this season, undressed 
Warren Foegele and set up Patrik Laine, who fed Cam 
Atkinson for a tap-in. 

Five minutes later, Dougie Hamilton fell asleep and allowed 
Boone Jenner to outmuscle him at the front of the net, giving 
the Jackets a 2-0 lead. The Hurricanes at this point looked 
like they were doing their best to prove for the umpteenth 
time Paul Maurice’s maxim about teams returning from a 
long road trip struggling on their first game back. 

But the Hurricanes suddenly found their missing mojo. 
Sebastian Aho put the Hurricanes on the board, then after 
Kevin Stenlund restored Columbus’ two-goal lead with a 
baseball-bat out of midair, Carolina started coming in waves, 
scoring six straight goals. 

It started with Jordan Staal knocking home his own rebound, 
extending his goal streak to three games by making it a 3-2 
game with 1:28 to go in the first. The goal was assisted by 
Jake Bean, who recorded his first NHL point on the play. 

Then the Hurricanes really erupted in the second period, 
scoring twice in 30 seconds to swipe the lead in the blink of 
an eye. Noted sniper McGinn, who now has six goals in his 
last eight games, tied it 1:30 into the second off a perfect 

Teravainen pass, then Teravainen himself gave the 
Hurricanes the lead before the period was two minutes old. 

That goal, with a bit of luck, could have actually been a hat 
trick goal for the Finnish winger, after he whiffed on a Jake 
Gardiner pass when the game was still 1-0 and then had a 
goal wiped off the board by an offside that occurred nearly a 
minute earlier. 

Even noted New Guy Cedric Paquette, fresh off a scenic 16-
hour drive from Ottawa to Raleigh, got into the act, flattening 
Seth Jones along the penalty box glass in the second period 
and earning appreciative stick taps from his new teammates. 
He asserted himself again at the end of the second, when 
Jackets captain Nick Foligno dished out a couple of face 
washes and Paquette responded in kind. 

Late in the period, the Teravainen Show continued with the 
Hurricanes on their first power play of the game. This time, it 
was Nino Niederreiter who was the beneficiary, poking home 
a rebound off a Teravainen shot. Tortorella had seen enough 
of starter Joonas Korpisalo by this point, and pulled him in 
favor of Elvis Merzlikins to start the third period. 

McGinn, not content to be upstaged by Teravainen’s passes, 
tried his own five minutes into the third after he pickpocketed 
a defender at the red line, but his pass for Teravainen was 
behind him. Aho also had a perfect chance to give the 
Hurricanes a three-goal lead while killing a Jordan Martinook 
hooking penalty, but he couldn’t finish even though 
Merzlikins thought it had slipped through his pads. 

Don’t you worry, though; McGinn wasn’t done. Not long after 
that power play ended, Teravainen dug the puck out from the 
corner and fed Bean at the top of the slot, whose shot was 
tipped in by the red-hot McGinn. The play was again 
challenged for offside, but this time the goal was allowed to 
stand because there was no conclusive angle showing that 
Aho was offside on the zone entry. 

And, like clockwork, the Hurricanes cashed in on the ensuing 
power play. Andrei Svechnikov fired from the near circle, and 
the puck took a double deflection off the sticks of Vincent 
Trocheck and Jordan Staal to beat Merzlikins and kick the 
extra point. The Jackets had a chance on a partial 
breakaway for Foligno seconds later, but he fired it high - a 
feat he repeated just a minute later. 

But the Jackets were spent, and following a shaky start, the 
Hurricanes dominated, recording their tenth win of the 
season. It’s the fastest they’ve reached double-digit wins 
since the Cup-winning season of 2005-06, when they started 
12-2-1.
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Seth Jarvis shines as Chicago Wolves remain undefeated 

The 19-year old has four goals in four games with the 
Wolves.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 4-0-0-0 

Goals/Game: 4.25 

Goals Against/Game: 2.25 

Shots/Game: 30.25 

Shots Against/Game: 29.50 

Power Play % (Rank): 20.0% (12th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 76.0% (15th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Seth Jarvis (6) 

Most Goals: Seth Jarvis (4) 

Most Assists: Joey Keane (4) 

Next Game: Tuesday, February 16 at Rockford 

(stats as of February 14, 2021)  

For anyone wondering whether Seth Jarvis is the real deal, 
all you have to do is watch his play in the AHL. Jarvis, who 
just turned 19 on Feb. 1, is one of the youngest players in 
the league, but you’d never know it based on how 
seamlessly he has adapted to the professional game.  

While Jarvis carries the impressive pedigree of being a first-
round draft pick, he wouldn’t have been the first young player 
to find himself stumbling in his professional debut. But he’s 
looked like a natural in his four games to date, and has the 
stats to back up the eye test. Jarvis has four goals in four 
games, is second in total scoring by first-year players, as 
well as in the league overall, and is seeing significant time on 
the Wolves’ power play.  

The Portland Winterhawks, Jarvis’ WHL team, are set to 
begin play on March 19, so Jarvis’ time in the AHL will be 
coming to a close in the near future, but he’s already 
provided a tantalizing glimpse into the future for the 
Hurricanes.  

Game 3: Chicago 5, Rockford 2 

No matter who’s on the roster for the Wolves and IceHogs, 
the two teams never like each other very much. The Wolves’ 
special teams units, both fairly middle of the pack in the 
league, got plenty of chances to work on their craft in this 
game. The frequent opponents usually find themselves in a 
parade to the penalty box, and this game was no exception, 
with the Wolves taking an astounding nine penalties 
(Rockford took six).  

Seth Jarvis opened the scoring at 15:59 in the first period 
with a power-play goal, and while Rockford tied the game 
midway through the second period, the Wolves once again 
continued to apply pressure. Nashville prospects Philip 

Tomasino and Rem Pitlick each scored two goals, with one 
of Pitlick’s coming shorthanded, as the Wolves’ aggressive 
penalty kill marked its first tally of the season.  

While special teams work does make for exciting hockey to 
watch, it is harder for players to get into a rhythm in terms of 
line rotations, and can be a challenge for a coach looking to 
keep all of his players involved. After the game, Warsofsky 
praised the flexibility of his team in regards to ice time.  

“It’s difficult, to be honest,” Warsofsky admitted. “We have a 
lot of players that aren’t even in our lineup, we’ve got a lot of 
changes, we’ve got to get other guys in, we’ve got to get 
other looks. We have some younger players that need to 
play different roles than maybe they thought they’d be 
playing in a season like this.”  

Scoring: Philip Tomasino, 2 G 1 A; Rem Pitlick, 2 G; Seth 
Jarvis, 1 G; Joey Keane, 2 A; Tanner Jeannot, 2 A; Ryan 
Suzuki, 1 A; Stelio Mattheos, 1 A; Jeremy Davies, 1 A 

In Net: Jeremy Helvig, 0.920 Sv %, stopped 23 of 25 

Game 4: Chicago 4, Grand Rapids 2 

For as much as Seth Jarvis has been the biggest story out of 
Chicago so far, two other first-year players stole the show in 
this game. David Cotton, playing alongside his brother for the 
first time, had a three-point night, including scoring the 
eventual game winner in the third period. Cotton, who turned 
pro after four years at Boston College, may not have the first-
round pedigree or inevitable future as a first liner, but he’s 
already showing that he can produce at the professional 
level. 

Goaltender Beck Warm was outstanding in his professional 
debut, stopping 36 of 38 shots that he faced, in a game 
where the Wolves struggled to limit traffic in front of their own 
net. Speaking after the game, Warsofsky was complimentary 
of Warm’s performance, particularly given that the goaltender 
wasn’t able to attend all of the Wolves’ training camp due to 
travel issues.  

“Outstanding. I thought he fought through traffic really well 
for probably being an undersized goaltender,” Warsofsky 
said. “Great feet, finds pucks, made some big saves when 
we needed him to.” 

Warsofsky was proud of his team’s overall effort and 
compete level in the win, but in particular was proud of how 
well his players have come together as a team, especially 
given the fact that they come from two separate NHL 
organizations.  

“You would never know there’s two organizations here,” he 
said. “The guys want to win and I think we want competitors, 
and right now, we have a group of guys, whether you’re in 
the lineup or not, we want to win hockey games.”  

Scoring: David Cotton, 2 G 1 A; Seth Jarvis, 1 G 1 A; Tanner 
Jeannot, 1 G; Joey Keane, 1 A; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Jeremy 
Davies, 1 A 

In Net: Beck Warm, 0.947 Sv %, stopped 36 of 38
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‘He’ll fit in well with our group:’ Paquette eager to join Hurricanes 

The Canes’ newest addition brings championship experience 
and a hard-nosed style of play. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes made some changes to their roster 
Saturday, sending forward Ryan Dzingel to the Ottawa 
Senators for forwards Cedric Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk.  

It’s clear from his immediate placement on waivers (that he’s 
since cleared) that the team probably doesn’t have plans for 
Galchenyuk. The opposite is true for Paquette. He drove to 
Raleigh and was on the ice for Monday’s morning skate, and 
is expected to enter the lineup for Monday night’s home 
game against the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

Hearing Rod Brind’Amour and his new teammates speak, 
everyone clearly is excited to add Paquette’s hard-nosed 
style of play to the lineup. That’s an attitude he shares.  

“I’m super excited to be here,” Paquette said. “I think it’s a 
great team. I never liked to play against them when I was in 
Tampa, so I’m looking forward to helping them win some 
games.” 

In Paquette, the Canes aren’t adding a ton of offense in a 
player with just 86 career points in 386 career games.  

But that’s not his role. He’s a physical player (who brings in 
983 career hits) who can give the Canes some depth at 
center and help out on the penalty kill, which has helped him 
carve out his role over his eight-season NHL career. 

“We just want to be that team that every shift is the same,” 
Brind’Amour said. “The grind and making it hard to play 
against. That’s the kind of player he is, and he’ll fit in well 
with our group because of that.” 

Brind’Amour has already told Paquette that same style of 
play that’s earned him a spot throughout his career is what 
he wants to see from him here.  

Paquette has no intention of changing that.  

“He told me to just play the same way I was playing in 
Tampa,” Paquette said. “Kind of the same role I had all these 
years and helping them achieve the goal of winning the cup 
last year. I’m looking forward to doing the same thing here. I 
don’t want to change anything. Be physical, be good on the 
PK, bring energy to the team and be a good teammate.” 

Before being dealt to Ottawa last offseason, Paquette spent 
parts of seven seasons in Tampa Bay, including helping the 
Lightning to their Stanley Cup triumph last season.  

Adding another player with Championship pedigree was 
another element that drew the Canes to Paquette.  

“I think anytime you can get guys that know how to win, that 
have been there and done that, I think that helps,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s the kind of player that I think will fit in 
well here. He comes to the rink and gives an honest effort. 
That’s all we ever ask.” 

From Paquette’s standpoint, hitting the ice with his new 
teammates this morning, he seems some similarities to last 
year’s Lightning.  

“Looking at them on the ice today, they’ve got some guys 
with a lot of skills,” Paquette said. “They’re good players, so 
I’m happy to be on their team and it reminds me of Tampa a 
little bit with all the super power we had there. It feels like the 
same thing here.” 

As the Canes look to achieve their ultimate goal of 
contending for a title, the team feels the addition of Paquette 
will give them another needed element, and it’s one he’s 
looking forward to providing.  

Paquette is happy to be here, and it’s pretty clear the feeling 
is mutual. 
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Wolves add Warsofsky, Allard 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that defensemen 
David Warsofsky and Frederic Allard have been loaned to 
the team prior to Tuesday’s road game against the Rockford 
IceHogs. The Wolves also released rookie defenseman D.J. 
King from his amateur tryout contract (ATO). 

Warsofsky, the younger brother of Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky, was loaned to Chicago by Carolina (NHL) after 
the Hurricanes acquired him in a trade. Carolina sent center 
Alex Galchenyuk to the Toronto Maple Leafs in exchange for 
the 30-year-old Warsofsky and 24-year-old forward Egor 
Korschkov. 

David Warsofsky has yet to play this season, but has 2 goals 
and 9 assists to show for 55 NHL games split between 
Boston, Pittsburgh, New Jersey and Colorado. He also owns 
55 goals and 178 assists in 454 AHL regular-season games. 

Ryan and David Warsofsky grew up 30 miles south of 
Boston with older brothers Adam and Jarod — and all four 
played hockey at the college level or above. Ryan Warsofsky 
shared glimpses into his childhood shortly after he was hired 
in September to be the Wolves head coach. 

“Me and my younger brother, David, were really close,” Ryan 
said. “If it was just him and me after school, we would just 

play in the driveway. Our garage doors were obviously 
destroyed. Lots of broken windows. 

“When the winter came, we’d play knee hockey in the 
basement and it would get aggressive at times and physical. 
That’s something that people in Chicago will discover 
quickly: I’m super-competitive — probably to the point where 
it might be too much at times. I just love to win. Whether that 
was playing backyard football with my brothers, playing 
street hockey when I was 10 or even now when I’m 32, it 
gets physical, it gets super-competitive and that’s probably 
where I get it from.” 

Allard, 23, has spent the 2020-21 season with Villacher SV in 
Austria’s top professional league, where he posted 4 goals 
and 9 assists in 13 games. Allard was loaned to Chicago by 
the Nashville Predators (NHL), which allows him to launch 
his fourth season in the AHL. Allard has posted 14 goals and 
60 assists in 181 regular-season appearances for the 
Milwaukee Admirals (AHL). 

The Wolves own a 4-0-0-0 record heading into Tuesday’s 6 
p.m. game at Rockford, which will be streamed on 
AHLTV.com. Fans who want to see their smiling face in the 
Chicago Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by Hefty, during this 
season’s home games can learn how to purchase a cutout 
here.

 

The Wolves’ Brothers Club 

Welcome to Wolves Insider: the report presented by Power 
Crunch that gives you a taste of all Chicago Wolves 
developments as the organization enters its 27th season. 

THE EXCLUSIVE WOLVES’ BROTHERS CLUB 

When the Chicago Wolves played their first game on Oct. 1, 
1994, against the Detroit Vipers, head coach Gene Ubriaco’s 
18-man lineup featured brothers Joe Crowley and Ted 
Crowley. In fact, Ted scored the first goal in Wolves hockey 
(assisted by Gordie Roberts and Steve Maltais). 

The Crowley brothers from Concord, Massachusetts, played 
in 16 games together — making their last appearance on 
Dec. 7, 1994, at Kalamazoo. Then the Wolves went more 
than 26 years and 2,000 games without having a pair of 
brothers play together in the same game — until David 
Cotton and Jason Cotton teamed up in the Wolves’ 4-2 win 

over Grand Rapids on Thursday at the Wolves Training 
Facility in Hoffman Estates. 

For 26-year-old Jason, the Feb. 11 game marked his 
professional debut. For the 23-year-old David, it marked his 
second pro game. With all of that extra experience under his 
belt, David proceeded to pile up two goals and one assist — 
the first pro points of his career — to lead the Wolves to 
victory. By David’s reckoning, it served as the first time these 
brothers from Parker, Texas, played on the same side in an 
official game. 

“We’re a couple years (apart), so we never played on the 
same team,” David said. “This was the first time we were 
able to link up and go through this process together. It’s been 
very special for me — and special for him as well.” 

What’s left on their agenda? Becoming the second set of 
brothers to score goals in the same Wolves game. The 
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Crowleys accomplished the feat once: during a 7-4 win on 
Nov. 23, 1994, at Cleveland. 

CELEBRATING HOCKEY WEEK ACROSS AMERICA 

Join USA Hockey in commemorating Hockey Week Across 
America — a seven-day salute that highlights a different 
aspect of our great sport each day. The fun starts today with 
a Salute to Players and proceeds with a Salute to Coaches 
(Tuesday), Salute to Officials (Wednesday), Salute to Local 
Rinks (Thursday), Wear Your Favorite Jersey Day (Friday), 
Try Hockey Day (Saturday) and Celebrate Local Hockey 
Heroes Day (Sunday). 

The Wolves will be celebrating with everyone else — and 
also encouraging everyone to enjoy hockey with a terrific 
offer: Ten lower-level ticket vouchers for the 2021-22 season 
and one Wolves Fan Gallery cutout for this season at a 
significant savings: To learn more about this #HWAA offer, 
click here. 

NUMBERS YOU’VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE 

During the first 26 seasons of Chicago Wolves hockey, 
players wore 49 different jersey numbers: 1 through 42, 44, 
45, 49, 55, 77, 84 and 92. Only four games into this season, 
three new numbers already have been worn: rookie forward 
Patrick Harper wears No. 43, veteran defenseman Alex 
Carrier has donned No. 47 and rookie forward Phil Tomasino 
wears No. 50. 

GET YOUR PERSONALIZED WOLVES FAN CUTOUT! 

Fans can’t attend Wolves home games this season, but that 
doesn’t mean their smiling faces can’t be inside Triphahn 
Center for every game! How do fans get inside the building? 
By joining the Chicago Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by 
Hefty, with a purchase of their own personalized cutout for 
just $50. 

Each cutout will “attend” every home game. Then, at the end 
of the season, each cutout will be autographed and sent to 
you as a permanent souvenir of the 2020-21 season. To 
learn how to purchase a cutout and submit your picture, click 
here. 

TOP LINE 

SETH JARVIS 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ first-round pick in the 2020 NHL 
Entry Draft has scored one goal in each of his first four 
professional games. Those four goals put the 19-year-old 
atop the American Hockey League’s goal-scoring list with 
Tucson’s Michael Bunting. He also shares second on the 
AHL’s points list with 6. 

 DAVID COTTON 

In his second professional game, this 23-year-old Parker, 
Texas, native produced two goals and one assist to lead the 
Wolves to a 4-2 win over Grand Rapids on Thursday. His 
great day included scoring the game-winning goal in the third 

period. He became the sixth Wolves rookie this season to 
record the first points of his pro career. 

PHIL TOMASINO 

In his third professional game, this 19-year-old forward from 
Mississauga, Ontario, delivered the first two goals of his pro 
career along with and one assist in a 5-2 victory over 
Rockford on Tuesday. Tomasino shares ninth place among 
AHL scorers with 5 points and ranks fourth in scoring among 
rookies. 

REWIND (2-0-0-0) 

THURSDAY, FEB. 11: (at) CHICAGO 4, GRAND RAPIDS 2 

 Forward David Cotton scored two goals and handed 
out one assist as the Wolves turned a 2-2 third-
period tie into their fourth consecutive win. 

 Center Seth Jarvis delivered the team’s first goal for 
the third time in four games while Tanner Jeannot 
provided insurance with a short-handed empty-net 
tally with 1:55 to go. 

 Goaltender Beck Warm stopped 26 shots to earn 
the win in his professional debut.. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 9: (at) CHICAGO 5, ROCKFORD 2 

 Nineteen-year-old forward Phil Tomasino scored his 
first two goals as a professional and added an 
assist as the Wolves never trailed in a Tuesday 
afternoon clash. 

 Center Rem Pitlick added two goals — including the 
game-winner on a shorthanded breakaway — while 
Seth Jarvis scored and Joey Keane and Tanner 
Jeannot posted two assists apiece. 

 Goaltender Jeremy Helvig posted 23 saves to best 
Rockford for the second time in four days. 

UPCOMING GAMES 

Tuesday, 
Feb. 16 

at Rockford 6 p.m. 
Rockford 
MetroCentre 

AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Feb. 20 

vs. Iowa 7 p.m. 
Wolves Training 
Facility 

AHLTV 

Sunday, 
Feb. 21 

vs. Iowa 3 p.m. 
Wolves Training 
Facility 

AHLTV 

Friday, Feb. 
26 

at Grand 
Rapids 

6 p.m. Van Andel Arena AHLTV  

Sunday, 
Feb. 28 

vs. Grand 
Rapids 

3 p.m. 
Wolves Training 
Facility 

AHLTV 
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Hard-working Paquette will round out center depth, Hurricanes hope  

By Todd Gibson 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – Cedric Paquette has a chance to 
play for a team he never liked playing against. 

“I know in Tampa, they don’t enjoy coming here,” the former 
Lightning center said of the thought of playing at PNC Arena. 
“They’re hard-working and always on top of you. They reload 
and don’t give you a lot of space. 

“I’m happy I’m with them right now.” 

Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk were traded to the 
Hurricanes on Saturday. In return, the Ottawa Senators 
received forward Ryan Dzingel. Galchenyuk has since 
cleared waivers and is not expected to be a part of the 
Hurricanes plans. 

Paquette, on the other hand, will be counted on to center the 
fourth line. He’s not known for his scoring, but that will not be 
his role with Carolina. Paquette is a physical player who will 
help out on the penalty kill, making him a perfect fit for this 
hard-working group. 

“That grit and that grind and hard to play against, that’s what 
we want,” said Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“We’re getting to where we have 20 guys like that in our 
lineup, and that’s what you want. We want to make it hard on 
the other team.” 

Carolina was lacking a true fourth-line center. That’s what 
Paquette brings to the table. Banging and creating space is 

what he’s known for, and that’s how he’ll continue to play in a 
‘Canes uniform. 

“He told me to play the same way I was playing in Tampa,” 
Paquette said of his talk with Brind’Amour. “I’ll have the 
same role I’ve had all these years, and I’m looking forward to 
doing the same here. 

“I just don’t want to change anything, be physical, be good 
on the PK (penalty kill) and bring energy and be a good 
teammate.” 

His current teammates seem happy he’s now a Hurricane. 

“We played last year against him. He’s a tough dude,” said 
Carolina star Andrei Svechnikov. “He’s hard to play against. 
He plays a physical game and he looked good out there this 
morning.” 

Paquette won a Stanley Cup title last season with Tampa 
Bay. Adding a proven winner to the lineup is never a bad 
thing. 

“I think anytime you can get guys that know how to win, that 
have been there and done that, I think that helps,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s the kind of player that I think will fit in 
well here. He comes to the rink and he gives an honest effort 
and that’s all you can ask.” 

And now Paquette goes from an Ottawa team in rebuild 
mode to a Hurricanes squad chasing a championship. 

“I’m happy to be here and to get a fresh start,” Paquette said.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249271055.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article249261840.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249269090.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249263510.html 

https://theathletic.com/2387803/2021/02/15/dgb-weekend-rankings-a-season-without-surprises-fixing-the-lottery-and-more/ 
https://theathletic.com/2387908/2021/02/15/carolina-hurricanes-bag-of-jerks/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/02/hurricanes-turn-slow-start-into-dominant-7-3-win-over-columbus/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-rattle-off-six-straight-goals-to-beat-blue-jackets/c-321434874 

https://www.nhl.com/news/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-321248030 
https://www.nhl.com/news/galchenyuk-traded-to-maple-leafs-by-hurricanes/c-321431678 

https://apnews.com/article/nino-niederreiter-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-north-carolina-florida-a0e0be4b50de4ed49d5bd1012ed347f4 
https://apnews.com/article/nino-niederreiter-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-elvis-merzlikins-nhl-5e0eb9856c751cc30c6769efb523ceea 

https://apnews.com/article/toronto-maple-leafs-toronto-global-trade-alex-galchenyuk-carolina-hurricanes-375844009168ad9e285d9f0773d12d2f 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/maple-leafs-acquire-galchenyuk-hurricanes-koshkov-warsofsky/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/02/16/wild-senators-comeback-vs-maple-leafs-more-from-monday-in-nhl/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/02/15/nhl-power-rankings-tampa-bay-lightning-dallas-stars-trending-in-opposite-directions/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/16/22285125/about-last-night-canes-storm-back-for-blowout-win 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/15/22285076/carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-brock-mcginn-teuvo-teravainen-jake-bean 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/15/22284884/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-columbus-blue-jackets-brock-mcginn-teuvo-teravainen 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/15/22283660/seth-jarvis-shines-ahl-chicago-wolves-remain-undefeated-chicago-wolves-prospect-portland-

winterhawks 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/15/22284176/cedric-paquette-carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-tampa-bay-lightning 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/02/15/wolves-add-warsofsky-allard/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/02/15/the-wolves-brothers-club/ 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/hard-working-paquette-will-round-out-center-depth-hurricanes-hope/ 
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Hurricanes could make Paquette trade because these pieces fell into 
place 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

FEBRUARY 15, 2021 09:46 PM,  

 

Cedric Paquette exchanged shoves with Andrew Peeke and Nick Foligno 
at the second-period buzzer, and earlier in that period leveled Seth Jones 
with a hit along the boards, which is to say he did in his Carolina 
Hurricanes debut exactly what they wanted from him. 

A little grit. A little feistiness. A little more depth at center. 

He certainly fills a need, but that the Hurricanes felt they could give up a 
skilled winger like Ryan Dzingel for a bottom-six center Saturday says 
more about other players on the team than it does Dzingel or Paquette. 
The big names, the Hurricanes’ stars, were a given. It’s some of the 
pieces around them that have fallen into place. 

That was apparent in Monday’s 7-3 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
in which the Hurricanes recovered from a disastrous start and a 
disallowed goal to continue their hot start to the season. Jordan Staal 
continued his renaissance, Brock McGinn continued to score and Teuvo 

Tervainen finally got going, exceeding his production to date in the final 
two periods alone. 

The acquisition of Paquette helps push the Hurricanes ahead of where 
they were last season, the kind of player they could have used in the 
playoffs against the Boston Bruins, a Stanley Cup winner who may not 
put up a bunch of points but doesn’t back down, either. But his arrival is 
not the only thing that falls into that category. Vincent Trocheck’s 
dynamic start and Staal’s resurgence have made them better in leaps 
and bounds. 

With Trocheck playing like a legitimate top-six center and Staal’s hands 
looking 10 years younger — playing nine games in nine months couldn’t 
have hurt — there’s manifest improvement without any changes to the 
roster. 

Martin Necas may not be the No. 1 center the Hurricanes thought they 
were getting when they drafted him, but he’s found a niche as a clever 
winger with skill and speed. Add in Nino Niederreiter scoring again and 
McGinn scoring, period, and all of that helped make Dzingel expendable, 
allowing the Hurricanes to deal from strength to address weakness, 
clearing a little cap space in the process. 

That’s all despite the COVID pause, despite slow starts from Teravainen 
and Jesper Fast, despite the injury to Petr Mrazek when he was in one of 
the hottest stretches of his entire career. 

“We know we have the depth in this locker room that anyone who comes 
into our lineup is going to play our system and do a good job at it,” 
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McGinn said. “We have confidence in this group right now to continue 
playing our game, no matter who’s in the lineup.” 

If Teravainen is rolling now, look out. He was denied on a point-blank 
chance early, had a goal wiped out on replay review when Warren 
Foegele was offsides 45 seconds earlier — Foegele wasn’t even on the 
ice when Teravainen scored! — and rose above it all to post a goal and 
two assists in the second period alone, going from three points to six 
points in less than 18 minutes and to seven before it was over. 

The Hurricanes haven’t always had the easiest time of it — in Dallas on 
Saturday, they led with 40 seconds to play and needed a shootout to get 
both points; Columbus’ two early goals Monday were embarrassingly 
easy — but they continue to salt away points in the standings in a season 
where a bad start would be exponentially more damaging. 

And now, after playing nine of their first 12 on the road — not exactly the 
team-building experience it usually is with everyone in solitary 
confinement in their rooms — they get to stay home and play a few. 
Monday was the first of five straight at PNC Arena, where they have yet 
to lose this season. 

The Hurricanes dug themselves a hole with defensive indifference and 
worked their way out with offensive flair. Staal scored twice, McGinn 
scored twice, Niederreiter scored, Teravainen got going and Paquette 
wasn’t on the scoresheet but let his presence be known in other ways. 
They have won three in a row. It’s how it’s all supposed to work. 

News Observer LOADED: 02.16.2021 
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Hurricanes trade Alex Galchenyuk to Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 15, 2021 07:08 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes obtained forward Alex Galchenyuk in a trade 
Saturday with Ottawa, put him on NHL waivers Sunday and traded him 
on Monday after he cleared waivers. 

The Canes announced Monday they had acquired forward Egor 
Korshkov and defenseman David Warsofsky from the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in exchange for Galchenyuk. Warsofsky has been assigned to the 
Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League and is the younger 
brother of Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. 

Korshkov, 24, has 31 points (16 goals, 15 assists) in 53 Kontinental 
Hockey League games with Lokomotiv Yaroslavl this season, leading the 
team in goals. The 6-4, 214-pound forward, a former second-round draft 
pick by the Leafs, has appeared in one career NHL game with Toronto, 
scoring a goal in his NHL debut at Buffalo on Feb. 16, 2020. 

Korshkov had 25 points in 44 AHL games with the Toronto Marlies last 
season. He represented Russia at the 2016 IIHF World Junior 
Championship. 

Warsofsky, 30, has 11 points (2 goals, 9 assists) in 55 career NHL 
games with Boston, Pittsburgh, New Jersey and Colorado. He has 233 
points in 454 career AHL games with Providence, Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, 
San Antonio and Colorado. 

Warsofsky, listed at 5-9 and 170 pounds, played at Boston University, 
winning a national championship in 2009. He represented the U.S. at the 
2010 IIHF World Junior Championship, winning gold, and the 2016 IIHF 
World Championship. 
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Teravainen, McGinn spur Hurricanes to 7-3 win over Blue Jackets 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 15, 2021 06:40 PM,  

 

It’s no secret this season has been a tough go for Teuvo Teravainen of 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

After playing the first three games, he was hit with COVID-19 and went 
into quarantine. It caused him to be sick, zapped his energy. Or so it 
appeared when the winger finally returned to the ice, first in practice and 
then back into the lineup. 

But Monday, Teravainen was back -- all the way way back -- as the 
Canes raced past the Columbus Blue Jackets 7-3 at PNC Arena. At 
times he was the best skater on the ice, scoring a goal, having another 
taken away, and assisting on three goals. 

“I think today was the first day I started to feel a little bit better,” 
Teravainen said on the postgame media call. “It’s been kind of tough with 
all that COVID. I just haven’t felt normal. It’s like I’d get tired really easy. 
And the timing, too. 

“I hadn’t played in kind of a long time, so it took the last couple of games 
to get going again. It’s starting to be a little better now, so that’s good.” 

Teravainen’s line was very good Monday for the Canes (10-3-0), who 
were playing only their fourth home game after nine on the road. Brock 
McGinn also had a four-point game that tied his career high, scoring 
twice, finishing with two assists. And center Sebastian Aho had a goal 
and assist. 

Teravainen had a first-period score disallowed when the Canes were 
ruled to have been offside on the zone entry. The Canes trailed 2-0 and 
3-1 in the first before Staal scored his first late in the period off a Warren 
Foegele pass. 

Teravainen and McGinn then scored 27 seconds apart in the first two 
minutes of the second period as the Canes soared ahead. They would 
not trail again, winning board battles, clearing the zone when need be 
and leading 5-3 after the second to end the night early for Columbus 
goalie Joonas Korpisalo. 

“He’s been great,” Teravainen said of McGinn, who shares the team lead 
with seven goals. “I think he could play on any line right now and be 
good. He’s pretty hot. He works hard and he’s got that little scoring touch, 
too.” 

Jordan Staal, again a load in front of the net, showed off his rediscovered 
scoring touch and had a pair of goals. The second came on a third-period 
power play after Nino Niederreiter had given the Canes a power-play 
goal for a 5-3 lead in the second. 

Cedric Paquette, in his first start with the Canes, made a quick, favorable 
impression. The center, obtained Saturday from the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, put a crunching hit on defenseman Seth Jones along the 
boards in the neutral zone and later hit Jones again. 

“He had long travels the last couple of days and for him to come out and 
be crashing and banging was awesome to see,” McGinn said. “Our 
bench obviously loved it.” 

James Reimer had a somewhat shaky start but the Canes goalie 
steadied after the first, making the stops when needed as the Canes 
pulled away. Reimer finished with a season-high 37 saves. 
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Columbus (7-6-4) scored 26 seconds into the game on a goal by Cam 
Atkinson and Boone Jenner made it 2-0, but the Canes kept their poise. 
Aho’s goal was answered by Kevin Stenlund, who scored in a baseball-
type swipe at the puck, but Staal’s late goal made it 3-2 game. 

Teravainen’s first game after being in the COVID protocols was Feb. 2 
against Chicago. He went six games without a point, then scored against 
the Dallas Stars on Saturday, which seemed to relieve him and his 
teammates, and was ready Monday. 

“You could see he had a little jump to his step,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “The plays he was making, they were crisp. Hopefully, 
he feels 100 percent real soon.” 
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Trade for Cedric Paquette adds a ‘tough dude’ to the Carolina Hurricanes 
lineup 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 15, 2021 01:11 PM,  

 

A year ago, Cedric Paquette did everything he could to help the Tampa 
Bay Lightning win a Stanley Cup. 

This season, Paquette now will do everything he can to help the 
Lightning not win a Stanley Cup. 

Such is the life of an NHL player. One day, you’re celebrating on the ice 
with teammates, proud, holding the Cup high, and later you enjoy your 
day with the Cup, immensely. Then you get traded to another team, 
trying to put that behind you, make a fresh start and beat your old friends 
and teammates. 

In Paquette’s case, the center won the 2020 Cup in a bubble during a 
pandemic, celebrated, was traded in December to the Ottawa Senators, 
played a few games this season and then traded Saturday to the 
Carolina Hurricanes. He made the long drive from Canada to Raleigh 
with his dog, Moka, who apparently slept most of the way, and was at 
Monday’s morning skate at PNC Arena with his new team centering a 
line with Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast. 

Monday night, Paquette will line up against the Columbus Blue Jackets 
with the Hurricanes. It’s on again for a player Canes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov called a “tough dude.” 

“I think anytime you get guys that know how to win, that have been there 
and done that, I think that helps,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on 
the Monday media call. “He’s the kind of player that I think will fit in well 
here. He comes to the rink and he gives an honest effort. That’s all we 
ever ask. 

“That grit and that grind and that hard-to-play-against ... that’s his resume 
to me.” 

An hour or so after the trade, according to Paquette, there was the 
realization: The Canes are in the Central Division with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. For Paquette, that now will mean seven games during the 
regular season against his former teammates and possibly more in the 
playoffs should the Canes advance and then face the Lightning. 

In his six seasons with Tampa Bay, Paquette, had his battles with the 
Canes and many were intense. 

“It’s a great team,” Paquette said Monday. “I never liked to play against 
them when I was in Tampa. They’re hard-working. They’re always on top 
of you. They reload and don’t give your space.” 

Paquette, 27, got his first up-close look Monday at his new teammates, at 
a Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin. 

“Looking at them on the ice today they’ve got some guys with a lot of 
skills,” he said. “It reminds me of Tampa a little bit with all the super 
power we had there. It feel the same here.” 

Paquette was part of a two-for-one deal Saturday as the Senators sent 
Paquette and forward Alex Galchenyuk to Carolina for forward Ryan 
Dzingel. The Canes on Sunday placed Galchenyuk, a former first-round 
draft pick by the Montreal Canadiens, on NHL waivers. 

Galchenyuk, 27, cleared waivers Monday and was sent to the Chicago 
Wolves of the American Hockey League. 

The Canes have used rookie Morgan Geekie as a fourth-line center this 
season, but picking up Paquette bolsters the Canes’ center position. Aho, 
Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Staal, Paquette ... that’s a pretty formidable 
foursome down the middle. 

“To me that’s more than likely the reasoning behind (the trade), that you’ 
can’t have enough depth at that position,” Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour made his message brief and basic to his new player. 

“He told me to play the same way I was playing in Tampa, kind of the 
same role I have all these years,” Paquette said. “I helped them achieve 
the goal of winning the Cup last year, so I’m looking forward to doing the 
same thing here. I don’t want to change anything. Bring energy to the 
team and be a good teammate.” 
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Panthers come out on top after wild second period to take two of three 
against Lightning 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

FEBRUARY 15, 2021 09:43 PM,  

 

The floodgates, once again, opened in the second period. It has become 
a trend with the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning. 

On Monday, the teams combined for seven goals in just under 12 
minutes of the middle period. The Panthers took a one-goal lead into the 
third period, then added an insurance goal early in the final period to beat 
the Lightning 6-4 at Tampa’s Amalie Arena. 

“Kind of wild,” said Panthers defenseman Anton Stralman, who closed 
scoring with his wrist shot a minute into the third period. “Definitely one 
for the fans. Every shift [during the second period], there was a good 
chance or a goal.” 

The Panthers went 2-1-0 in the mini three-game series against the 
defending Stanley Cup champions and are now 9-2-2 on the season. The 
Lightning fell to 10-3-1. The teams will play five more times this regular 
season. 

“I think we have proved a lot of people wrong in the past three games,” 
Panthers forward Anthony Duclair said. “We’ll obviously see them again 
and we have to make sure we’re playing at our best against these 
teams.” 

Panthers coach Joel Quenneville added: ”Going into this three-game set, 
coming out ahead against them is a feather in our cap. But hey, we can’t 
rest on any laurels knowing there is a lot of hockey left. We can learn that 
we can expect more from one another and let’s look to get better. But 
that was a real good set with them.” 
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And second-period production was a common thread throughout all three 
contests. 

Florida scored three times in the second period on Thursday when it beat 
Tampa Bay 5-2. Tampa Bay scored four times in the middle frame 
Saturday when it evened the series with a 6-1 win. 

The teams were tied 1-1 Monday after the first period — Steven Stamkos 
scored for Tampa Bay, Jonathan Huberdeau for Florida — before scoring 
once again unfolded in earnest in the second frame. 

▪ Rookie Owen Tippett’s snap shot from the slot on a feed from Eetu 
Luostarinen 4:59 into the period went under Curtis McElhinney’s glove. It 
was Tippett’s first goal of the season. 2-1 Panthers. 

▪ Frank Vatrano scored on a penalty shot at 8:39, the first penalty-shot 
goal of his NHL career 3-1 Panthers. 

▪ Duclair, after 35 shots on goal, finally tallied his first goal of the season 
after he wrapped around the back of Tampa Bay’s net and flicked the 
puck past McElhinney at the 10:23 mark. 4-1 Panthers. 

▪ The Lightning cut into the scoring when Alexander Volkov’s wrist shot 
from the left circle at the 11:42 mark sailed past Panthers goaltender 
Chris Driedger. 4-2 Panthers. 

▪ Aleksander Barkov’s wrist shot from the left of the net on a feed from 
Carter Verhaeghe at 12:36 gave the Panthers a three-goal lead again, 5-
2. With a goal and an assist on Monday, Barkov now has 421 career 
points, breaking a tie with Olli Jokinen for the most in franchise history. 
Huberdeau holds the franchise record at 454. 

▪ Volkov and Tyler Johnson added back-to-back goals for the Lightning in 
a span of 48 seconds to cut Florida’s lead to 5-4 with 3:22 left in the 
frame and end the two-way onslaught. 

“We got the lead and things started happening,” Quenneville said, “but 
you’ve got to be respectful for the other team. They can skate and they’re 
good off the rush. They’re good defending. There’s a lot of things that 
you’ve got to be aware of when you’re playing that team.” 

Driedger, making his first start since Feb. 7 and his first ever start against 
the Lightning, stopped 27 of 31 shots, including the final 14 that came his 
way to improve to 4-1-1 on the season. 

“I was just trying to do my thing,” Driedger said. “Stay calm and stay 
composed. After that [second period], I just tried to do what I do after 
every period and kind of regroup and relax, get my heart rate down and 
chill out a little bit.” 

THIRD-LINE PRODUCTION 

The Panthers’ trio of Vatrano, Tippett and Eetu Luostarinen saw an 
uptick in production over the three games against the Lightning. 

Vatrano scored a goal in all three games, while Tippett opened the 
second-period scoring flurry on Monday. Luostarinen recorded assists on 
all those goals with the exception of Vatrano’s penalty shot in the second 
period on Monday. 

“That line gives you some different options,” Quenneville said. “They’re a 
pretty handy line.” 

NO ACCIARI 

Panthers forward Noel Acciari did not travel with the team and will be out 
for up to 10 days with what Quenneville called an upper-body injury. 

“You lose your Swiss Army Knife as far as utility,” Quenneville told 
reporters Monday after the team’s morning skate. “I use him in all 
situations.” 

In addition to being the lone constant on an ever-revolving fourth forward 
line through the first 12 games, Acciari has been one of the main 
forwards on Florida’s penalty kill unit. Heading into Monday, Acciari led 
all Panthers skaters with 35:03 of ice time when the team was down a 
skater. He also had a team-high 18 blocked shots. 

With Acciari out, Juho Lammikko centered a fourth line that featured 
Ryan Lomberg on the left wing and Brett Connolly on the right wing. 
Luostarinen took Acciari’s spot alongside Alex Wennberg as the primary 
forwards on the penalty kill. 

NEXT UP 

The Panthers continue their four-game, three-city road trip with a 5 p.m. 
game Wednesday against the Carolina Hurricanes. After that, it’s back-
to-back games against the Detroit Red Wings on Friday and Saturday. 
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Panthers close in on Central-leading Lightning with 6-4 win 

 

By ERIK ERLENDSSON 

ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

FEB 15, 2021 AT 10:14 PM 

 

TAMPA — Jonathan Huberdeau scored and led a balanced attack that 
included goals from six players, and the Florida Panthers gained on 
Central Division-leading Tampa Bay with a 6-4 victory over the Lightning 
on Monday night. 

Florida won two of the three games between the teams in a five-day span 
and pulled within a point of the Lightning in the standings. 

Aleksander Barkov, Anton Stralman, Owen Tipppett, Anthony Duclair and 
Frank Vatrano also scored for Florida, which recorded its first win in 
Tampa Bay since March 26, 2016, a span of eight games. 

“Going into the season and the amount of games you’re playing against 
each other. It’s going to be a tight race throughout,’' Stralman said. “It’s a 
good response for our team and taking four points out of six. It’s big for 
our team.’' 

Chris Driedger finished with 27 saves and Florida improved to 4-0 in 
games after a loss this season. 

Alex Volkov scored twice for Tampa Bay, which had its six-game home 
winning streak halted. Steven Stamkos and Tyler Johnson also scored 
for the Lightning. Curtis McElhinney made 15 saves in his second start of 
the season. 

Stamkos, back in the lineup after missing the two previous games, 
scored his team-leading eight of the season to put Tampa Bay in front at 
6:24 of the first period. Ondrej Palat won the puck below the goal line and 
found Erik Cernak in the slot. Cernak fed a pass to Stamkos, who 
dropped to a knee for a one-timer. 

The lead didn’t last long as Huberdeau pulled the Panthers even 1:32 
later. McElhinney left the crease to play the puck as it moved around the 
boards, but it slowed down coming around the bench and McElhinney 
was beaten to the puck by Patric Hornqvist, who fed Huberdeau alone in 
front of the vacated net for his fifth of the season. 

The Panthers started to pull away in the second period with three goals 
in 5:24. 

Tippett finished off a cross-ice pass from Eetu Luostarinen after a 
turnover by Jan Rutta at 4:59. Vatrano converted a penalty shot at 8:39 
to give him goals in three consecutive games before Duclair finished a 
wrap around at 10:23 for a 4-1 lead. 

“They didn’t do anything, really, to us,’' Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. 
“It was all self-inflicted. Like the first one, self-inflicted. The second one, 
self-inflicted. We had full control of the puck and we just hand it over to 
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them. The third and fourth one, we turned it over at the blue line, self-
inflicted. Terrible.’' 

Volkov cut the deficit to two goals with a wrist shot from the left dot at 
11:42, but Barkov answered that 54 seconds later with his fifth of the 
season and 420th career point, passing Olli Jokinen for second place on 
the Panthers’ all-time scoring list. 

The Lightning pulled within one again on goals by Volkov and Johnson in 
a 48-second span. Volkov netted his second of the game after Pat 
Maroon’s backhander glanced off Volkov’s stick at 15:50, and Johnson 
finished off a Joseph pass on a 2-on-1 with 3:22 left in the second period. 

Stralman scored his first of the season 59 seconds into the third period to 
regain a two-goal lead for Florida. 

“They had all the momentum,’' Florida head coach Joel Quenneville said. 
“We stabilized it a little with that [penalty] kill in the third. Huge goal [from 
Stralman], down Main Street with a great shot. We got our composure 
back.’' 

Center out 

Florida will be without C Noel Acciari for the full road trip after head 
coach Joel Quenneville announced Acciari suffered an undisclosed 
upper-body injury. Acciari, who scored 20 goals in 66 games last season, 
has yet to register a point through 12 games this season. 

Up next 

At Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. 

Sun Sentinel LOADED: 02.16.2021 

1202929 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Dominik Kubalik’s overtime goal seals the Chicago Blackhawks’ 3-2 win 
against the Detroit Red Wings to kick off a 6-game road trip 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

FEB 15, 2021 AT 10:52 PM 

 

Dominik Kubalik scored on a two-on-one rush with Pius Suter during 
overtime to key the Chicago Blackhawks’ 3-2 win against the Detroit Red 
Wings on Monday. 

Overtime games have become a recurring theme for the Hawks — 
they’ve played eight games that have gone to overtime or shootouts and 
have gone 4-4 in those games. But four of the last five games have come 
down to overtime, and the Hawks have won all of them. 

The goal was Kubalik’s fifth of the season. He also scored the Hawks’ 
second goal Monday; that marker was his first since Feb. 4 against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Hawks, who were kicking off a six-game road trip, won their second 
straight and fifth in their last six games. 

“The message is just grind it out,” Kubalik said. “Sometimes the game’s 
not going your way or it’s going your way and you don’t win it. Really 
happy we didn’t play our best but still we found a way.” 

Before they secured the win, however, the Hawks came out sluggish and 
couldn’t seem to connect on a pass, much less get a shot on goal. But 
they made good on the opportunities they could get to take an early lead. 

Early on, the Red Wings dominated possession and got three shots on 
goal before the Hawks got their first, but the Hawks made their first 
attempt count. 

Carl Soderberg flipped a backward pass to Mattias Janmark, who 
crashed the net for a goal about four minutes into the game. 

Nearly 12 minutes later, Red Wings defenseman Jon Merrill’s neutral-
zone pass ricocheted off Kubalik’s skate to Brandon Hagel, who spun 
around on the counterattack and centered it back to Kubalik for a tap-in 
goal. 

The Red Wings’ Vladislav Namestnikov answered with a goal with 15 
seconds left in the period. 

After a scoreless second period, Red Wings defenseman Christian Djoos 
tied it 2-2 as Hawks goalie Malcolm Subban was screened. 

Subban made his fourth start, his last coming four games ago against the 
Dallas Stars — a 2-1 overtime win for the Hawks. He made 27 saves 
Monday. 

“Well, we stole one,” Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. “Not our 
best effort. Subby was good for us, made some saves when we needed 
them.” 

Red Wings goalie Thomas Greiss had 21 saves, but he didn’t see a lot of 
action during the first three periods. The Hawks were outshot 28-20 in 
regulation, including 9-3 in the third period. 
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A by-the-numbers look at Patrick Kane’s 2021 season as the Chicago 
Blackhawks star nears several career milestones 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

FEB 15, 2021 AT 4:21 PM 

 

For all the talk of the Chicago Blackhawks youth movement, 32-year-old 
Patrick Kane still leads the team in scoring — and by example. 

Perhaps Kane is refreshed by the Hawks rebuild, playing some of his 
best hockey while often working on a line with young players such as 
rookies Pius Suter and Philipp Kurashev. 

“He’s interested in the little things that they bring because he steals from 
everyone,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “Something that somebody else 
is doing, he’s going to take it and make it his own, probably do it better. 
That’s why he’s so great. He’s always looking for new things and how he 
can improve his game. 

“But rejuvenated? I feel he’s continuously a top player in the league, so 
it’s not really anything new. But he’s been really good for us. He’s finding 
a way to produce.” 

Dylan Strome has played with Kane on the top line in the past and still 
plays on the first power-play unit with him. 

“He’s become a great friend of mine, an awesome person off the ice, and 
what he does on (the ice) speaks for itself,” Strome said Saturday. “Some 
big milestones (coming), 400 goals and 1,000 games. Those are things 
nobody takes lightly. 

“He’s earned them. … He’s doing that with the new guys too.” 

Last week, Kane thought back to last season, when he recorded his 
1,000th point Jan. 19, 2020, against the Winnipeg Jets. He also reached 
600 assists Nov. 21, 2019, against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane hugs Jill Mikita, the wife of the late 
Stan Mikita, as Kane is honored for scoring his 1,000th point at a 
pregame ceremony Jan. 21, 2020, at the United Center. 
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“It was fun going through the process last year of getting 1,000 points,” 
Kane said. “I thought it was maybe a little too much on my mind as you 
get near, and you just kind of want to get it and get it over with. 

“Now, just enjoy everything leading up to it, and I’ve been fortunate to 
play with a lot of good players, a lot of good teams and with a great 
organization.” 

As Kane closes in on more career milestones, let’s look at several 
important numbers from his 2021 season. 

Is the goaltending competition essentially over given how Kevin Lankinen 
has played? Join our Blackhawks Fans group and sound off. 

400 goals 

Kane entered Monday night’s game in Detroit with 396 goals — four 
away from his likely next milestone — and should reach it during the six-
game trip that began Monday. 

That would put Kane seven goals away from passing Steve Larmer (406) 
for third place on the franchise list behind Bobby Hull (604) and Stan 
Mikita (541). 

“Obviously the numbers speak for themselves,” defenseman Calvin de 
Haan said Monday. “He’s had a remarkable career. The fact he’s been 
able to do it consistently for ‘X’ amount of years is pretty remarkable. 

“You see him prepare, he’s very focused and very hockey-oriented, and 
it’s why he’s good at what he does. It’s great to see and it’s really cool to 
be in a locker room with a guy like him. The accolades keep piling up for 
him.” 

1,000 games 

Kane played No. 990 on Monday against the Red Wings, and barring an 
unforeseen scratch, he will play his 1,000th game March 7, the 
conclusion of a three-game homestand against the defending champion 
Lightning. He then would need eight more to tie defenseman Bob Murray 
(1,008) for sixth on the Hawks’ all-time list. 

“It’s going to be nice to reach those milestones and enjoy them,” Kane 
said last week. “Hopefully if everything goes right with (COVID-19) 
protocols and everything, I can share maybe one or two of those 
moments with my family coming down, so we’ll see what happens. 

“It will be nice to do because they’ve been here through a lot of it. … Just 
kind of enjoy the road to those milestones.” 

As for how the locker room will celebrate Kane’s milestones, Colliton said 
Monday, “The boys usually take care of that stuff.” 

Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane is congratulated after scoring a goal 
against the Red Wings on Jan. 22, 2021, at the United Center. 

3rd in points 

Kane’s 22 points (seven goals, 15 assists) through Sunday ranked third 
in the league behind the Edmonton Oilers’ Connor McDavid (28) and 
Leon Draisaitl (26). 

One caveat: All three had played 16 games entering Monday’s schedule, 
while others in the top 10 had played as few as 13 because of COVID-19 
postponements. 

Colliton said Kane’s “play away from the puck, he continues to set an 
example with his work ethic and pressure on the puck to get it back and 
create second and third chances. That (top) line, I really like how they’re 
playing aggressive and relentless.” 

1.38 points per game 

It will be hard to compare Kane’s numbers in a 56-game season with a 
typical 82-game schedule, but he’s producing at a career-high pace of 
1.38 points per game, according to hockey-reference.com. He has 
averaged 0.44 goals and 0.94 assists through 16 games. 

21:57 average ice time 

Entering Monday, Kane was tied with the Los Angeles Kings’ Anze 
Kopitar for the fifth-highest average time on ice among forwards at 21 
minutes, 57 seconds. He played more than 27 minutes in two games. 

Dominik Kubalik said he would love to know how Kane keeps up his 
productivity season after season “because I would like to do it too.” 

“He’s such a great player, leader on the ice, off the ice too,” Kubalik said. 
“It’s just great to be around him, to watch him every day, what he’s doing 
and how he’s playing the game. Sometimes it looks so easy for him to 
make plays or some moves. I’m really happy that I can play with him.” 

10th overtime goal 

Jonathan Toews has a franchise-record 15 overtime goals, but Kane isn’t 
far behind him with nine. 

It seems like a matter of time that Kane will get his 10th. The Hawks went 
to overtime six times in their first 16 games, and Kane assisted on two 
Alex DeBrincat goals in OT. 

On his game-winner Saturday against the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
DeBrincat said he was trying to set up Kane, but Kane set him up for the 
goal instead. 

“Just gave it to him,” DeBrincat said. “Good things happen when he has 
the puck.” 
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The Chicago Blackhawks are embarking on a 6-game trip and might hear 
the sounds of more and more fans — just not theirs 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

FEB 15, 2021 AT 6:30 AM 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks wrapped up their third homestand of the 
season Saturday night against the Columbus Blue Jackets and now hit 
the road for nearly two weeks. 

The Hawks on Monday embark on the first of two six-game trips on their 
schedule, starting with the Detroit Red Wings on Monday and 
Wednesday, followed by back-to-back games against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and two games against the Columbus Blue Jackets the next 
week. 

That’s three cities and 13 days between home games — and not a whole 
lot the players can do in their off time because of stringent COVID-19 
restrictions. 

“Yeah, it’s boring, that’s for sure,” Hawks forward Dylan Strome said. 
“We’ve got to stay in our hotel rooms. Each team has a little team lounge 
they got set up in each hotel. … They’ve got a pretty good setup for us 
there. You’ve got to wear your mask, be safe, do the right things and stay 
healthy. 

“You’re used to going out for dinner on the road … or having friends 
come watch the game, or see them after the game. It’s different, but 
that’s the world we’re living in. It’s not as fun, but we’re making the most 
of it.” 

Strome, however, said players have a bigger disadvantage: “It’s the fans 
for home ice. I think we might be the only team in our division with no 
fans, like, completely?” 
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Blackhawks mascot Tommy Hawk dances in the empty United Center 
stands during a game against the Blue Jackets on Jan. 29, 2021, in 
Chicago. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning and Blue Jackets this week announced plans 
to phase in fans at Amalie Arena and Nationwide Arena, respectively. 
The Hawks next play in Columbus, Ohio, on Feb. 23 and 25, and in 
Tampa, Fla., on March 18 and 20. 

The Florida Panthers had about 3,800 fans when they played host to the 
Lightning on Thursday at the BB&T Center. The Dallas Stars had just 
under 3,700 fans for their game against the Hurricanes on Thursday at 
American Airlines Center, and more than 4,000 turned out for their 
Tuesday game against the Hawks. 

A fan is issued a face-mask warning as the Stars take on the Blackhawks 
on Feb. 9, 2021, at American Airlines Center in Dallas. The fan was later 
removed from the game for failing to use their face mask properly. 

The Hurricanes have played in an empty PNC Arena so far. 

The Red Wings have had “extremely limited” attendance at Little Caesars 
Arena, according to a team spokesman. The first four home games were 
restricted to a maximum of 250 fans to adhere to state and local health 
guidelines. The most recent games, Jan. 30 and 31 against the Panthers, 
were expanded to 500 — mostly friends and relatives of players and 
staff, season ticket holders and sponsors. 

“We look forward to welcoming back a broader section of fans safely in 
the future once permitted to do so,” the Red Wings said in a statement to 
the Tribune. 

According to a Nashville Predators spokesman, players’ family and 
friends, as well as a few staff and “hometown heroes,” were allowed at 
Bridgestone Arena at the beginning of the season. The Jan. 26 and 27 
games against the Hawks were opened to a “couple hundred” season 
ticket holders. 

“At February games, we have been operating at approximately 15% 
capacity,” a Predators spokesman said. 

Many teams have adhered to guidelines limiting attendance to 10-15% 
capacity. 

“There’s a little buzz in the other rinks, but you’ve got to find a way to get 
yourself up for games,” Strome said. “That’s the biggest thing about the 
home ice — it’s just no fans.” 

Hawks fans will be limited to lending support through social media rather 
than in person for the foreseeable future. 

Playing in an an United Center because of the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Blackhawks stand for the national anthem before a game against the 
Blue Jackets on Jan. 29, 2021, at the United Center. 

Chicago public health Commissioner Dr. Allison Arwady was asked 
recently about the prospect of reopening the United Center to Hawks and 
Bulls fans. 

“So let’s just take a slow look at this,” she said last week. “We saw the 
data (and) we’re definitely making good progress here, but we are still 
not even below that 400 case mark and that 5% positivity (rate) that 
really mark our danger zone here in Chicago. 

“Where I think about fans in stands, that is months away, realistically.” 

Coach Jeremy Colliton said all teams are dealing with varying levels of 
restrictions and he focused more on following COVID-19 guidelines that 
try to prevent players going into protocol, like the five Hawks who landed 
on the “unavailable” list within the last month. 

“I mean, no one is loving the situation we have in the world right now,” 
Colliton said. “So there’s lots of things we’d like to be different. But 
ultimately we have to get through this the best we can, and we’re in it 
together.” 
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Blackhawks edge Red Wings in overtime, move into playoff spot 

 

By Ben Pope Feb 15, 2021, 9:08pm CST 

 

The Blackhawks are in a playoff spot. 

The way they got there — a 3-2 overtime win over the lowly Red Wings 
— was underwhelming, so much so that coach Jeremy Colliton said he’d 
sleep worse Monday night than he did after the team’s well-played 
regulation loss to the Blue Jackets on Jan. 29. 

But the Hawks are nonetheless in one, for now. The win bumped their 
points percentage up to .588, a few decimals above the Stars’ .583 and 
into fourth place in the Central Division. 

“Sometimes games are like that,” Dominik Kubalik said. “It wasn’t our 
best, but we still found a way to win it. That’s huge. We had some good 
stuff there, some good stretches, some bad stretches too. But we stuck 
with it and found a way.” 

Kubalik beat Thomas Greiss through his five-hole for the winner with 16.1 
seconds left, giving him two even-strength goals this season — he also 
scored in the first period — after he entered the day with zero. 

Brandon Hagel, who set up Kubalik’s first goal and also saved a Wings 
breakaway with a clever interception in the second period, continued to 
excel after his pregame promotion to the second line. 

And Malcolm Subban, making just his fourth start of the season, saved 
27 of 29 shots. 

Otherwise, the game was far from the Hawks’ finest. The Wings 
controlled play for much of the game and out-shot the Hawks 29-24. 

Only because of Subban did the Hawks even survive the closing minutes 
of regulation. 

“A lot of different areas can be better,” a grumpy Colliton said. “We didn’t 
manage the puck very well, we didn’t make enough plays in the breakout, 
we didn’t hold the puck in the offensive zone, we didn’t sustain enough 
zone time, didn’t protect it down there. 

“We did get two points and they can’t take them from us. Now the 
challenge is to make sure we’re much better on Wednesday.” 

Mitchell not worn down 

Entering this season, the densest season of Ian Mitchell’s hockey career 
was 54 games — as a 16-year-old in Albertan “junior A” hockey. 

He expected this 2021 NHL season, in which he’d play 56 games in just 
four months, would exhaust him by comparison. Yet the series-based 
format, which has nearly halved the Hawks’ frequency of flights, has 
made a huge difference. 

“You hear a lot about rookies in their first year getting worn down,” he 
said Monday. “Being able to stay over in a place a couple of nights has 
been beneficial. I don’t feel worn down yet... That’s been a huge benefit 
for myself, coming in and maybe not being used to playing this many 
games.” 

It’s a good thing, too. 

Entering Monday, Mitchell — recently promoted to a pair with Duncan 
Keith — had played 18:21, 17:58 and a career-high 19:29 on Saturday in 
his last three outings after previously averaging 14:06 per game. 
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“These last few games, I’ve been hitting my stride and earning the 
coaches’ trust more,” he said. “I’ve been able to get more playing time, 
which has been awesome. You really get into a rhythm.” 

Ex-Hawks struggling in 2021 

The 2021 NHL season hasn’t been kind so far to recent former Hawks 
players. 

Robin Lehner was scratched from his scheduled start Thursday for the 
Golden Knights with an upper-body injury and hasn’t played since. Drake 
Caggiula sits on the Coyotes’ injured reserve list, too. 

Neither Olli Maatta nor Slater Koekkoek has clicked with the Kings or 
Oilers. 

Brandon Saad, who had a bad start with the Avalanche, finally found his 
groove — tallying seven points in a four-game span — then saw COVID-
19 pause the Avs’ schedule for two weeks. 

Erik Gustafsson has seven assists in 11 games for the Flyers, but he has 
struggled defensively. 
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Mattias Janmark’s terrible analytics a curious case for Blackhawks 

 

By Ben Pope  Feb 15, 2021, 1:47pm CST 

 

Mattias Janmark’s first 16 games with the Blackhawks have produced 
mixed results. 

On the surface, Mattias Janmark seems like a good addition for the 
Blackhawks. 

In 16 games entering Monday, Janmark had already scored five goals — 
one shy of his total from each of his last two seasons with the Stars — 
and nine points. 

His quick, shifty skating ability and clever puck placements have been 
impressive. He has spent most of the season in a top-six role, too, 
showing coach Jeremy Colliton’s trust in him. 

Yet, one glance at Janmark’s possession statistics paints a far uglier 
picture. 

Janmark ranks last among 502 NHL players this season in scoring-
chance ratio: 33% (61 for, 124 against) during five-on-five play. 

He also ranks last in shot-attempt ratio: 35.8% (129 attempts for, 231 
against) during five-on-five play. And the Hawks have been outscored 
12-5 during his five-on-five ice time. 

The divides between Janmark’s eye-test and data-driven evaluations are 
as confusing as they are vast. 

Although hockey’s possession proxy statistics have their fair share of 
critics — shot attempts more than scoring chances — they usually align 
with the visible ups and downs in player performance. Many analysts 
would conversely argue the statistics provide more thorough, objective 
and quantifiable assessments than human perception. 

Asked this weekend about the strange contrast, Colliton understandably 
defended his player but hinted he knew about Janmark’s poor underlying 
stats. 

“It took him a few games to get going, but after that, he had a really good 
stretch,” Colliton said. “Maybe had a little bit of a drop-off lately, but he’s 
a veteran guy, he knows how to play. He does a lot of little things that 

make it easier to play. The possession numbers and different things that 
we track, we take that into account. But it’s just one piece of the puzzle.” 

Making Janmark’s terrible analytics this season even stranger is the fact 
he graded very well analytically throughout his Stars’ tenure. 

His scoring-chance ratio was above 51% three of his four healthy 
seasons in Dallas and 54.4% last year, ranking 74th in the league. 

But when signing with the Hawks in October, Janmark spoke eagerly 
about his preference for the Hawks’ offensive, counterattacking style over 
the Stars’ defensive, structurally sound system. 

He came to Chicago hoping that a change of scenery would change his 
game, and it indeed has. Janmark looks like a more assertive, creative 
playmaker now than he did in his penalty-killing-specialist role with the 
Stars. 

The data, though, indicates his increased box-score production might be 
a mirage: four of his nine points have come on the power play, and in 
five-on-five play, he’s actually taking far fewer shots than he did in Dallas. 
And the data definitively doesn’t favor his overall play across all three 
zones. 

Janmark has also dropped from the first line, to the second, to the third in 
the last week. Dylan Strome, who briefly centered him on the second 
line, offered an explanation this weekend for Janmark’s stats. 

“Holding onto the puck isn’t necessarily his forte,” Strome said. “[He] 
helps get pucks back, finds a way to get open. [I] wouldn’t say it’s a bad 
thing that he doesn’t have a lot of possession, but that’s what happens.” 

The flaw with Strome’s explanation is that getting pucks back and 
distributing to teammates should still lead to shot attempts and scoring 
chances for the team, which would show up in his numbers. That hasn’t 
happened. 

The good news for Janmark is Saturday’s win over the Blue Jackets was 
his best game in a while. The Hawks held advantages in shot attempts 
(13-8) and scoring chances (6-4) during Janmark’s ice time — a huge 
contrast from the last five games, during which the Hawks suffered a 54-
11 scoring chance deficit when he was on the ice. 

Janmark will hope many more good statistical performances like that will 
eventually balance his underlying numbers with his visible performance. 
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Hagel helps Chicago Blackhawks pick up another victory 

 

John Dietz 

Updated2/15/2021 10:05 PM 

 

Near the end of a Zoom interview with reporters two weeks ago, 
Blackhawks forward Brandon Hagel was asked why he's so relentless on 
the forecheck. 

"Well," the 22-year-old said, "it's not very fun playing without the puck." 

Good call. 

It's obviously much more fun to score or set up teammates, which is 
exactly what Hagel did during a spectacular first-period sequence 
Monday night at Detroit. 

After picking off an errant pass in the neutral zone, the rookie flipped the 
puck to the sideboards and motored after it with D-man Jon Merrill in 
pursuit. Two seconds later, the lightning-fast Hagel was sweeping a pass 
right onto Dominik Kubalik's stick. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 16, 2021 

 

All Kubalik had to do was redirect it for an easy goal that gave the Hawks 
a 2-0 lead. 

After that, the Red Wings dominated the rest of the way and tied the 
game at 2-2 early in the third period. Somehow the Hawks got the game 
to overtime and prevailed when Kubalik scored with 17 seconds 
remaining. 

"Well, we stole one. ... Not one we're gonna frame," said coach Jeremy 
Colliton. "But we did get two points and they can't take them from us. 
Now the challenge is that we're much better (in the rematch) on 
Wednesday." 

Hagel -- one of the few players on his game vs. the Red Wings -- has 
stood out from the moment he was inserted into the lineup at Florida on 
Jan. 19. 

"I knew that he's a great skater, but I didn't expect he's that good a 
skater," Kubalik said. "He can actually fly." 

There's much more to Hagel's game than offense, however. 

His away-from-the-puck IQ belies a player of age. A great example came 
midway through the second period when a backchecking Hagel alertly 
broke up a potential breakaway in the neutral zone. 

"I can see myself a little bit in him," said Mattias Janmark, who got the 
Hawks on the board at 4:19 of the first period. "Working hard, skating, 
responsible defensively. 

"It's easy in the start (for rookies) to do it for like five games, but he's kept 
it up really well. We're already 17 games in and every night he's out there 
buzzing around and creating." 

Hagel was selected by Buffalo in the sixth round of the 2016 draft but 
never came to terms on a contract with the Sabres. He ended up inking a 
three-year deal with the Hawks in October 2018, then went on to rack up 
41 goals and 61 assists for the Red Deer Rebels of the WHL (juniors). 

Last season Hagel led Rockford with 19 goals. 

And now, his star is decidedly on the rise in Chicago. 

"I don't want to stop, I'm not satisfied," Hagel said. "I want to be the best I 
possibly can (be) in this league. I want to do everything I can to help this 
team win and my goal is to win a Stanley Cup. 

"Until then I'm not going to be satisfied with where I'm at and anything 
that's going on. That's where my head's at." 

Malcolm Subban made 29 saves in net for the Hawks (8-5-4). 

Nikita Zadorov, Pius Suter and Carl Soderberg all registered assists, and 
Reese Johnson was credited with 5 of the Hawks' 10 hits. 
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How Alex DeBrincat is becoming a complete player 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Alex DeBrincat had probably the most challenging season of his hockey 
career in 2019-20. He was rewarded with a three-year, $19.2 million 
contract right before the season began because he's one of the best in 
the league at finding the back of the net but followed that up by tallying 
only 18 goals, just one year after potting 41. 

This season, DeBrincat has looked like a different player in every facet. 
His confidence is high, his overall game has rounded out beautifully and 
the goals are going in for him at a rate he's used to seeing. 

DeBrincat got on the board again on Saturday, scoring his second 
overtime goal in four games as the Blackhawks knocked off the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 3-2 at the United Center in a much-needed 
bounce-back win. It was also his team-leading eighth goal of the season 
despite missing four games while in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol, and 
he showed terrific hand-eye coordination on the goal. 

"I saw a 2-on-2 on two going with [Patrick Kane]," DeBrincat said. "Just 
gave it to him. Good things happen when he has the puck. He was able 
to get it through and it bounced up off my stick. I obviously wanted to put 
it toward the net. It worked out this time, but pretty lucky." 

Hey, you earn your bounces and DeBrincat is doing exactly that. 

Everyone expected him to rebound offensively, but what DeBrincat has 
been able to do away from the puck has been extremely noticeable. And 
he's getting rewarded for it. 

"He’s got another level that he’s reached here," head coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. "We all see the offensive production and that’s what gets 
the headlines ... but I think his two-way game was really good last year, 
he just didn’t get paid off for it. 

"I would say even his skating, his pressure on the puck and his defensive 
play and work ethic to get pucks back, he's stripping guys on the 
backcheck and creating extra transition opportunities and zone time. I 
would say that it was good last year, it’s even another step here. And 
probably a lot of it is just confidence, feeling good out there, he’s skating 
so well. Really nice to see, really important guy for our team." 

DeBrincat's teammates certainly see it, too, and not just in games. 

"He’s been sensational," Kevin Lankinen said. "You see his confidence 
even in practice when we play Two Puck or just shooting drills. He comes 
with full speed, he can dribble the puck, he shoots, his release is so quick 
it’s hard to read. He’s just a pretty complete player. He skates fast, he 
battles, he's a good shooter, he sees the ice well. He’s just a really good 
asset for our team to have." 

DeBrincat prides himself on scoring goals, no question. And if he's not 
doing that, he certainly wants to find other ways to produce offensively, 
which he is — he has eight assists through 12 games. 

But, perhaps more importantly, DeBrincat is a player who wants to be 
relied upon at any moment in the game, not just in offensive situations. 
And that's where his game is really starting to grow. 

"Obviously, I want to be a guy who’s put out in all situations and helping 
the team win," DeBrincat said. "Last year, stuff just wasn’t going my way. 
This year I’m getting bounces, obviously like tonight. Maybe that’s not 
going in most of the time but tonight it did. I think anytime I can be there 
for the team and try to help us win, it’s a plus for me." 
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‘We stole one’: Blackhawks find a way to pull out OT win in Detroit 

 

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers Feb 15, 2021  

 

Being a coach — especially the coach of a young, developing team — is 
a funny thing. Yeah, you want wins and you want points. That’s always 
the most important thing in the moment. But you also want to see 
progress, effort, hustle, sound decision making — all the things you 
preach every day in practice. 

The Blackhawks played poorly and won Monday night, stealing two 
points with a 3-2 overtime victory in Detroit. Meanwhile, on Jan. 29, the 
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Blackhawks played pretty great and lost, as Columbus’ Joonas Korpisalo 
did the stealing in a 2-1 regulation game. 

So while Jeremy Colliton isn’t going to give back the two points, he was 
probably happier on Jan. 29. 

“You want to win, you want to get points,” Colliton said. “It’s easier to 
teach after you win. You can get your message across harder. Having 
said that, when you play as well as we did in that Columbus game, you’re 
encouraged. I’ll probably not sleep as well tonight as I did after that 
game. But I still like that we got the points.” 

Call it the hockey gods evening things out over the course of a season. 
Call it a mark of progress that the Blackhawks can win a game and be 
disappointed with the effort. Or just call it playing against the awful Red 
Wings. 

Whatever you call it, it still goes down as a win — one that put the 
Blackhawks in playoff positioning in the Central Division, according to 
points percentage. 

“We stole one,” Colliton said. “Not one we’re going to frame, but we did 
get two points and they can’t take them from us. Now the challenge is to 
make sure we’re much better on Wednesday (also against Detroit).” 

Dominik Kubalik, who slipped a shot between Thomas Greiss’ pads at 
4:43 of overtime for the game winner and his second goal of the night, 
was more charitable. 

“Sometimes, games are like that,” Kubalik said. “It wasn’t our best, but 
we still found a way to win it. That’s huge.” 

1. The good news is the Blackhawks have earned at least a point in 12 of 
their last 14 games. The bad news is their opponents earned at least a 
point in 10 of those 14 games, thanks to seven overtimes. In fact, their 
last four wins have all come in overtime. Three-point games don’t matter 
when you’re playing an Eastern Conference team, but when every game 
is within your division, those “loser points” add up and make it difficult to 
make up much ground. 

But don’t look for the Blackhawks to take a hyper-aggressive approach to 
third periods in tie games. 

“Because all the games are in division, you understand the value in those 
regulation wins — making sure you get two and they get zero,” Colliton 
said. “At the same time, points are points. You don’t want to be risking, 
over-risking, to try to get that goal. You want to make sure you give 
yourself a chance. Get the one and give yourself a chance to get two. … 
You want the two, no matter how you get them.” 

If you trust the projections, the Blackhawks are fighting with Florida and 
Columbus for the fourth and final playoff spot in the Central Division — 
The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn has Tampa Bay and Carolina as near 
locks, Dallas comfortable, and Florida well ahead of Chicago and 
Columbus, with the Blackhawks having a 27 percent chance as of 
Monday morning of making the playoffs. A few of the players have 
chuckled at the idea of standings-watching this early in the season, but 
Colliton certainly is. 

“Yeah, you do,” he said. “Because it’s like your own little league. It’s an 
eight-team league, and you’re watching those games because those are 
the teams you see night after night. Not saying I don’t watch the other 
games; you’re interested in what other teams are doing. But you watch 
teams in your division — and you hope they don’t go to overtime.” 

2. Brandon Hagel breakaways are becoming a nearly nightly occurrence, 
but the speedy “energizer bunny” has yet to pot his first NHL goal. He 
has a tendency to drive straight in on net without making much of a 
move. Maybe a deke or a backhander might be worth a try? 

Regardless, you can’t fault the effort. Later in the first period, Hagel made 
a quintessential Hagel play, pouncing on a turnover in the neutral zone 
and immediately flipping the ice, craftily chipping the puck to himself off 
the boards and darting behind the Detroit defense to recover it and find 
Dominik Kubalik with a centering pass to give the Blackhawks a 2-0 lead. 

Seems like only a matter of time before Hagel breaks through himself. 
Elevated to the second line Monday with Dylan Strome and Dominik 
Kubalik, he certainly didn’t look out of place. 

“He plays hard, and his energy and skating is contagious,” Colliton said. 
“He seems to lift whoever he plays with to play with more urgency. … 
He’s got some grit to him, has an edge, has some rat to his game. He 
hasn’t broken through offensively, but he makes plays, too.” 

Hagel was responsible for most of the Blackhawks’ noticeable plays 
Monday. He also had this diving play to knock the puck out of the zone. 

And then he had this play where he’s hustling, steals a puck and thwarts 
a potential breakaway. 

Hagel’s teammates lavished him with praise after the game. 

“I knew he was a good skater, but didn’t expect he was that good a 
skater,” Kubalik said. “He can actually fly. He brings a lot of energy for 
the other guys. For me, personally, he made it a lot easier to play 
because of his energy and speed. He puts lots of pressure on the puck. 
That’s one of the things everyone should do.” 

Mattias Janmark complimented Hagel by comparing him to another 
player — himself. 

“Oh, he’s playing great,” Janmark said. “I can see myself a little bit in him, 
working hard, skating, creating, responsible defensively. It’s hard to come 
in this league. It’s easy to do it for five games, but he’s kept it up really 
well. We’re already 17 games in and I feel like every night he’s out there 
buzzing around and creating. He’s got poise with the puck, like, he’s 
making plays. He’s starting to cash in on some assists now and I think 
he’s playing great. The hard part is to keep it up, but I think he’s proven 
he’s able to do that. With him, too, he’s going to want to keep getting 
better. He can become better the more he plays, and he’s looking great.” 

3. There is one play Colliton will be sure to point out to Hagel. On the 
Red Wings’ first goal, Hagel was responsible for defending the player 
who eventually scored. 

Below you can see Hagel alongside the Red Wings’ Vladislav 
Namestnikov as the puck is on the other side of the ice. 

Hagel gets caught watching the puck and begins to float away from the 
net. When the puck hits Malcolm Subban and comes out the other side, 
Namestnikov is ready for it, while Hagel has taken himself out of the play. 
As you can see below, Nicolas Beaudin (No. 74) is the closest defender 
to Namestnikov, but he doesn’t get there in time. 

“He lost a check on the first goal, which is going to happen,” Colliton said. 
“There are mistakes when you’re a young player. But he’s more than 
given back. He really plays hard and does some of the things others 
don’t want to do. The more guys you have like that, the better.” 

4. Speaking of Janmark, he’s strung together a couple of quality games 
now. Again, the eye test and analytics were in his favor. 

Janmark, Carl Soderberg and Philipp Kurashev had the best numbers 
among the Blackhawks’ lines. Individually, Janmark had a team-best 
61.71 Corsi percentage and 70.39 expected goals percentage. 

Soderberg set up Janmark’s sixth goal of the season, which matches 
Janmark’s total each of the past two seasons. 

For the eye test, Janmark had this sneak pass, too. 

“I didn’t put up any goals when I came here,” Janmark said. “I’ve really 
been focusing on my game during the offseason, watching video to get 
back to my old way of playing, kind of, when I have the puck more and 
am creating more. That’s been working. But I said to myself for the year 
is give it 10 games and then hopefully by the 10-game mark I’ve taken a 
step forward. I feel it took five games and I started playing well. I’m happy 
to reach that, but it’s about getting better and hopefully putting more in 
the net. Happy to get there, but I want to keep getting better.” 
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5. So where does Adam Boqvist fit in the lineup once he makes his 
imminent return from his bout with COVID-19? Ian Mitchell is firmly 
entrenched in the everyday lineup by now, and Nicolas Beaudin has 
been a pleasant surprise, even taking Boqvist’s spot as the quarterback 
on the top power-play unit (though his pairing with Nikita Zadorov has 
been pretty rocky at five-on-five). It’s fair to expect Boqvist to bump 
Lucas Carlsson, but Wyatt Kalynuk is on the verge of making his debut, 
and Connor Murphy’s return from a hip injury will again leave the 
Blackhawks with a glut of capable defensemen (imagine thinking that at 
any point in the past few years). 

Could 11 forwards and seven defensemen become the norm? Colliton’s 
already done it four times this season. 

“(Since) we’ve been missing Murphy, we just felt he plays so many 
important minutes for us, it’s such a big hole to fill that we wanted two 
guys to share the load,” Colliton said. “It was too much to put on one 
young player to take it all. I understand sometimes defensemen, they feel 
it’s harder to get into a rhythm. But a lot of times that’s just an excuse. 
Every player, the ice you get, you’ve got to make the most of it and do 
the job. Across the league, you’ve seen a lot of teams move to that. 
Tampa used a lot of 11/7 last year on the way to winning a Cup. It’s 
pretty wide-spread. it’s not the standard and I don’t love using it every 
night, but it’s definitely a viable option.” 

6. Subban has just three starts in the past 20 games, but he’s made the 
most of them. After his 27-save effort Monday night — one of the few 
aspects of the game Colliton didn’t quibble with — he has a .939 save 
percentage over those three starts. 

With his offense not generating much in front of him — the Blackhawks 
had just three shots on goal in the third period — it fell on Subban to 
carry the Blackhawks into overtime. Everyone loves a blowout, but that’s 
also a situation goalies relish. 

“Obviously you want to help your team out,” he said. “Sometimes you 
have to do more than other nights. Honestly, tonight I didn’t think I had to 
make that many Grade-A saves.” 

Said Colliton: “We weren’t very good and he held us in it with key saves 
and key moments. Big part of why we won.” 

7. Here are the game’s analytics from Sporlogiq: 

OZ poss time 

7:46 

6:54 

Slot shots on net 

10 

12 

Rush scoring chances 

3 

4 

Controlled entries 

48 

47 

Controlled exits 

85 

70 

Stretch passes 

15 

7 

8. Alex DeBrincat had been playing well since his return from the COVID-
19 protocol list. His performance Monday didn’t follow suit. Despite 
playing 23:21, he had just one shot attempt and no shots on goal. 

The Red Wings did a solid job shutting down DeBrincat and Patrick 
Kane, who came into the game pretty hot. Neither player had a point. 
Kane had registered multi-point performances in four of his past five 
games. 

9. If you’re looking for another forward prospect to crack the Blackhawks’ 
lineup this season, MacKenzie Entwistle might be a possibility. 

Entwistle was recently reassigned to the Rockford IceHogs after being on 
the taxi squad. IceHogs coach Derek King spoke highly of Entwistle on 
Monday. 

“He’ll fit in great here,” King said. “We need a player like him. I think it’s 
going to be good for him to play some games, especially the 
development side for him. But last year, what an improvement from the 
first day to the last day, just made huge strides. I think a lot of it’s the 
practice time and the skills work we do with him, the extra skating, 
working on his edges, what have you. I think it’s paid off for him big time. 
You want to see that continue because I think eventually he’ll either be 
with the Blackhawks or somewhere in the NHL because I think he has 
that in him.” 

10. Leave us a voicemail to be heard on a future Laz & Powers episode. 
The number is 714-759-4529. You can also email us at [email protected] 
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Blackhawks’ forgotten man, Collin Delia, bides his time and bites his 
tongue 

 

By Mark Lazerus Feb 15, 2021  

  

If you’re looking for venom and vitriol, claims of unfair treatment and 
angry trade demands, you might consider calling Collin Delia. After all, 
the Blackhawks’ 26-year-old goaltender and already-forgotten man has 
just cause to be fuming in frustration. 

He was signed to a three-year contract extension in February 2019 and 
was supposed to be Corey Crawford’s backup going into the 2019-20 
season, only to see the Blackhawks sign Robin Lehner out of nowhere. 
Then when the Blackhawks traded Lehner, they acquired Malcolm 
Subban and made him the backup, a role that extended into the 
Edmonton bubble over the summer. Then after months of hype about the 
wide-open goaltender competition for the 2021 season, Delia played two 
measly games before Kevin Lankinen and Subban — both of whom gave 
up five goals in their first starts, too — ran away with the top job and the 
backup job, respectively. 

If anyone has the right to feel cheated, it’s Delia. 

But that’s just not how Delia’s mind works. 

“If I played better in those two games, we’d be having a completely 
different conversation right now,” he said. 

Don’t misread that. Delia’s not happy, nor is he content to sit back and be 
a bit player in this increasingly interesting Blackhawks season. He feels 
stuck. He hasn’t played in nearly a month, and there’s no start for him on 
the horizon. He doesn’t even practice with the team most days, relegated 
to a fill-in role when Lankinen — Delia’s backup last season in Rockford! 
— gets a day off. And Delia can’t go play in Rockford, either, because the 
Blackhawks won’t risk losing him on waivers in a season in which every 
team needs Plans B, C and even D in goal. Honestly, he’s not even sure 
if he’d prefer his current situation, isolated and working with Jimmy Waite 
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and the taxi squad, or playing every night in Rockford. He said he was 
“indifferent” because there are benefits and downsides to both. There 
simply are no good options for him at the moment. 

He needs to be ready to play at a moment’s notice. But how can he truly 
be ready to play when he’s gotten in two games in the past 11 months? 

“It’s probably one of the most challenging things I’ve gone through thus 
far in my career,” he said. “Especially not playing in the bubble, as well, 
and having a tough end to the previous season (in Rockford). … My 
mindset is just being ready. Right now, I’m obviously in more of a depth 
role, and I need to stay fresh physically but also mentally. A lot of my 
focus is on the mental preparation and the fortitude required to be in this 
position. That’s where a lot of my energy is focused at the moment. I 
need to just be the best teammate that I can be.” 

It’s all he can do, because there’s little hope of him getting back into the 
rotation anytime soon. He was actually second in the rotation to start the 
season, getting his first chance in the Blackhawks’ second game. After 
Subban gave up five goals in the opener against mighty Tampa Bay, 
Delia did the same in the next game. Coach Jeremy Colliton went back to 
Delia the next game at Florida, but he again gave up five goals. He had 
an .863 save percentage in the two games and seemed to lack the poise 
he showed in his encouraging 16-game stint with the Blackhawks in the 
2018-19 season. 

Lankinen came in the next game and gave up five goals, too, but he 
looked better doing it. He then stopped 30 of 31 shots in the home 
opener against Detroit, and really hasn’t looked back. Subban got a 
second chance and made the most of it with two strong efforts in a row to 
solidify his spot as the No. 2. And after Lankinen had his first bad game 
Thursday against Columbus, giving up six goals on 43 shots, Colliton 
went right back to him on Saturday, and he responded in a 3-2 overtime 
victory. 

Lankinen is clearly the Blackhawks’ No. 1 goalie, and Subban is clearly 
the No. 2, even if both claim the net remains up for grabs. 

“Starting Day 1, it was clear it’s an open competition,” Lankinen said. 
“Everybody will get a shot and we’re still in that phase. We all get along 
really well, so it’s pretty awesome, actually, to have guys working hard, 
trying to get better every day. That pushes you to work hard. If Subby or 
Deals has a good game, you get back in and you want to have a better 
game. It’s a win-win situation.” 

Delia might disagree on that whole “awesome” part because he hasn’t 
experienced the “get back in” part. He’s still waiting for that second turn 
in the rotation that doesn’t seem to exist anymore. Still, he gets it and 
can’t begrudge his teammates or his coach. 

“Ultimately, as tough as it is for me, that’s what we want in the end as 
goalies — we want to see the team succeed, and those guys are giving 
the team the best chance right now,” Delia said. “I can accept that. I don’t 
like it. I wish it were me. I want to be playing. Anybody that’s competitive 
or in a goaltending position, you want to play every single night. But I’m 
just focusing on what I can control in this moment, and that’s my effort 
and my attitude. It’s been a bit of a roller-coaster, I’d say. But the deeper 
we get into this, the more I’m learning about myself and how to handle 
this situation.” 

Delia said he was talking with Matthew Highmore and David Kampf the 
other day, about how they were really the only ones left from their 
prospect class, all undrafted players having signed late in the 2016-17 
season. Highmore and Kampf are everyday players now, while Delia is 
still waiting to break through, watching others leapfrog him in the 
organizational depth chart. 

If Delia is seeking comfort, he need only look at his former goaltending 
partner in Chicago, Corey Crawford. Crawford had a much higher 
pedigree than Delia as a second-round pick, but spent five full seasons in 
the AHL before finally cracking the NHL for good at Delia’s current age of 
26. Crawford had similar bouts of frustration as he waited his turn, but he 

was rewarded with two Stanley Cups and a borderline Hall of Fame 
career. 

Delia knows that. But with three AHL seasons of his own behind him, his 
patience is wearing thin. 

“There is a little bit of solace you can take in that, but you don’t want to 
rest on that,” he said. “You have to keep pushing every single day. I 
definitely don’t put a lot of stock in that. If I don’t have to play in the 
minors again and I can play in the NHL consistently, I’d love to do that. 
And I think I can. Maybe there are some parallels there, but everybody 
has their own path. I’m looking to take the next step and I don’t think two 
games at the beginning of the season is telltale of how well I can play. I 
know the next time I have my opportunity, I can prove why I belong in this 
organization first of all, and why I deserve to be playing in the NHL night 
in and night out.” 

When that opportunity comes is anybody’s guess. Colliton made it clear 
on Saturday that the net belongs to Lankinen and Subban, calling it “the 
reality of the situation.” But as Delia noted, “It’s a small sample size to be 
making any assumptions.” Things can change quickly, whether it’s 
injuries or cold spells or even sickness in this most unusual of seasons. 
Delia’s certainly not rooting for those things, but he’s staying ready as 
best he can. 

Because what else can he do? 

“My mental game is very sharp,” he said. “Now I just want to play games. 
I want to be a part of this organization, I don’t want to leave. I have a 
strong connection to the Blackhawks organization, and I have a lot of 
pride in it. I don’t want to leave, that’s for sure. And I definitely don’t 
wonder (about the future). That’s never on my mind. Anything can 
happen, but I don’t think my mind drifts there naturally, because I know I 
can do it. I know I can play in the NHL and for the Blackhawks. I just 
have to wait for that next opportunity to prove it.” 
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Lightning’s Steven Stamkos returns after false positive coronavirus test 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Steven Stamkos took his two-day stint on the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol list in stride, glad he could get a false positive test resolved 
quickly and return to the ice. 

Stamkos was back Monday night for the Lightning’s home game against 
the Florida Panthers at Amalie Arena after an unusual past four days. 

He spent two days on the NHL’s COVID-19 list, making him unavailable 
for Saturday’s road win against Florida. He also missed Thursday’s loss 
to the Panthers with a lower body injury. 

Stamkos initially suspected a false positive, but still had to quarantine 
and provide consecutive negative tests. 

“We’re pretty strict with our protocols here and I’m pretty strict with the 
way I go about my business so we kind of had a really good sense that it 
was going to be a false positive and it turned out it was,” Stamkos said. 
“The last couple days sucked because you can’t skate, you can’t go in 
with the guys, you can’t get the treatment that you want. But that’s the 
protocol and it’s to create a safe environment and I’m just excited to be 
back.” 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said Stamkos likely would not have played 
Saturday anyway because of his injury, but the captain was unable to be 
around the team and had to deal with the possibility of being infected. 
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“I can see how that would be frustrating for the guys not only in the sense 
of not playing games but actually sitting there having to go through the 
mental gymnastics of (asking yourself), ‘Do I have COVID?’” Cooper 
said. “It’s tough when you’re being tested every single day (and) you may 
run into that issue. 

“But in the big-picture things you’d rather run into that issue with a player 
and have them miss one game out of a safety precaution (than) a player 
play the whole game actually test positive and then (have a team 
outbreak like in) New Jersey and Buffalo.” 

On Monday night, Stamkos returned to the Lightning’s first forward line 
and the top power-play unit, scoring the game’s first goal on a one-timer 
from the left circle 6:24 into the opening period. 

“It’s not the first time and not the last time we’re going to see that 
probably around the league,” Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman said 
of Stamkos’ false positive. “We’re trying to do everything we can to 
obviously play every game but there’s going to be hiccups along the way. 
All we can do is be very disciplined away from the rink and in the rink. A 
false positive is something that you can’t control.” 

Lightning promote two to taxi squad 

The Lighting recalled forwards Alex Barre-Boulet and Ross Colton to the 
team’s practice squad from the AHL’s Syracuse Crunch. 

Both Barre-Boulet, 23, and Colton, 24, played well in this season’s 
training camp and in summer camp before last postseason. With forward 
Anthony Cirelli out undefinitely with an upper body injury, the Lightning’s 
depth will be tested. 

Barre-Boulet and Colton were just three games into the Crunch’s season 
when recalled Monday. Barre-Boulet has three goals and four points, 
including two in Syracuse’s last game on Saturday. Colton has three 
points — one goal and two assists — and had points in each of Crunch’s 
first three games. 

Taxi squad players practice and travel with the team, and can be called 
on at anytime for game duty. 

“Like we tell our guys all the time,” Cooper said. “You’ve got to be a pro. 
But it’s hard to be that if you don’t see like a tunnel so our staff is really 
good at communicating with these guys and working at their game and 
saying, ‘Hey, you will not be overlooked or bypassed when your time 
comes.’” 
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Lightning’s Gemel Smith shows he’s ready for opportunity 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

SUNRISE — Life on the Lightning taxi squad is tough because the 
players on it sometimes feel so close to the NHL but also so far away. 

They practice and work out with the team every day, but they sit, wait 
and stay ready in case the team needs a day-of-game emergency 
substitute as part of the new setup this season to deal with coronavirus 
situations. 

So every game-day morning, forward Gemel Smith had been preparing 
himself mentally for his first NHL game since October 2019. Ultimately, 
that opportunity was going to come, especially given the speed, 
forechecking ability and on-ice vision Smith showed in training camp and 
had been showing in practice. 

And with forwards Steven Stamkos and Anthony Cirelli out for Saturday 
night’s game against the Panthers, the Lightning activated Smith from the 
taxi squad and put him on the fourth line. 

Smith not only held his own, but he provided the Lightning with a spark, 
setting up two key goals with precision passes in a 6-1 win at the BB&T 
Center. 

“You need that,” coach Jon Cooper said. “You need the depth guys, and 
you let these guys know their role going in: You never know whether it’s 
going to be Game 1 or Game 2 or Game 40 that you’re going to get in. 
But that’s about being a pro and making sure that you’re prepared and 
you’re ready in case you’re going to get the call like (Smith) did. … He 
did well, and it shows on him and his character.” 

Before Saturday, Smith hadn’t played a pro game of any kind since 
March 11, 2020, with AHL Syracuse. He was a member of the Lightning’s 
training camp for the restart of last season after the coronavirus 
shutdown March 12, and though he didn’t make the playoff roster, he still 
used the time to build on a career-high 22-goal season with the Crunch. 
He hadn’t played in a NHL game since the third game of last year’s 
regular season, on Oct. 6, 2019. 

“I’ve kind of been in this position before, and I know how easy it is to kind 
of just get down on yourself (when) you’re not playing,” Smith, 26, said. “I 
just tried to stay positive. I’m working a lot with the coaches; the guys are 
keeping me involved in a lot of things. So it’s really easy to go in there 
knowing that the guys have trust in me and the coaches have trust in 
you, and it just kind of made everything easier for me.” 

On Saturday, Smith set up the first of two Tyler Johnson goals with 7:02 
left in the second period. He beat former Lightning forward Carter 
Verhaeghe for the puck against the wall on the forecheck, skated out to 
the space toward the end line and sent a flip pass through traffic to 
Johnson in the right circle, where Johnson beat goalie Sergei Bobrovsky. 

“(Smith is) a skilled guy,” Johnson said. “He’s a big body (listed at 5 feet 
10, 203 pounds), and when he has the puck on his stick, he makes 
things happen. So him coming in and doing as well as he did, it’s 
awesome to see.” 

“I just tried to use my speed out there,” Smith said. “And in my head, I 
just kept telling myself, ‘Don’t be surprised. Don’t be surprised.’ I 
obviously knew, watching the game that (the Panthers) were a high-flying 
team. I just knew I’ve got to do what I do best, and that’s skate, try to 
outskate guys, try to put pressure on guys. So in my head, it would just 
(say), ‘Move my feet, move my feet,’ and everything else would come 
later.” 

After Florida scored its goal midway through the third period, Smith used 
his speed again to set up a Lightning goal. The Panthers lost the puck 
along the wall in their offensive zone, and forward Mathieu Joseph 
chipped it into the neutral zone. Forward Alex Volkov chipped it ahead to 
Smith, who used his speed to lead a breakaway from the left circle, then 
feed Volkov across the slot for a one-timer for his first NHL goal with 9:02 
left in the game and a 5-1 lead. 

“I think it was just a matter of time for him to jump in the lineup like that 
and have an impact on our team,” said Lightning forward Mathieu 
Joseph, who played with Smith on the fourth line Saturday. “He’s been 
really good in practices, and I played with him last year in Syracuse, and 
he’s a great player. 

“He’s got great vision. He’s great at protecting the puck, great hands, and 
he’s got great offensive instincts. He’s definitely a fun player to play with, 
and I thought he had an unreal game (Saturday) after not playing in 
almost a year, and he was definitely a big reason we had success 
(Saturday).” 
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Lightning’s state rival creates blueprint for allowing fans in stands 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

SUNRISE — After playing their first three weeks of the season in empty 
venues — including six home games at Amalie Arena — this past week 
marked the Lightning’s first games in front of a limited-capacity crowd. 

After playing two games in Nashville in front of small crowds, this 
weekend’s two-game series against the Panthers offered eager Lightning 
fans one of their first chances to watch the defending Stanley Cup 
champions play in person. 

The Panthers are one of just three NHL teams to open the season with 
fans, filling the BB&T Center to about 25 percent capacity or roughly 
4,000 socially-distanced fans. The Lightning had planned to do the same, 
but four days before the season began, the team changed course amid 
spiking coronavirus cases in the Tampa Bay area. 

The atmosphere inside the BB&T Center feels largely hollow compared 
to pre-pandemic game nights. The seating bowl consists of mostly empty 
red seats, many of them taped off to create social distanced pods. 
There’s very little traffic along the concourse. It’s clear that the arena 
sound system is pumping in crowd noise to compensate. 

“It feels like we’re here three hours early, except the game is going on 
right now,” said Steve Forchielli, who made the four-hour drive down to 
South Florida with husband Cruz Goetze from their Port Tampa home to 
watch the Lightning play. “It’s very quiet. It’s a little weird. It’s definitely 
something to get used to but it’s something, let’s deal with it this year. 
We’re keeping our masks on and we’ll deal with it. It’s been almost a year 
since our last game. Even though we’re in somebody else’s house, it’s 
nice to see them live.” 

The Lightning plan to allow a select group of a few hundred family 
members and friends starting with Monday’s game against the Panthers 
at Amalie Arena, with the hope they can begin to welcome season ticket 
holders and the general public by mid-March. 

Moisturizer That Removes the Signs of Ageing Amazes Researchers 
(Try It Tonight) 

The Panthers have been a test case. There was no blueprint for opening 
arenas this winter, and they’ve provided the Lightning with feedback on 
what has worked and what needs refining. 

“We compete on the ice, but off the ice we want all of us to succeed,” 
said Panthers chief operating officer Sean McCaffrey, who had 
spearheaded the arena’s reopening. “We’ve been trading thoughts and 
best practices. They’ve seen what we’ve done and they’re incorporating 
a lot of the same best practices already and they were already planning 
on it, so I know they’re going to execute at a high level. I have 100 
percent confidence in them.” 

A key component for the Panthers has been their messaging. They 
launched a “red reminder” campaign, placing large red signs inside the 
arena and out to remind fans to wear their masks at all times unless 
actively eating and drinking, stay 6 feet apart and wash hands frequently. 
Other measures — like mobile ticketing and online concession ordering 
— limit interaction. Motion-sensor sinks and paper towel dispensers limit 
touch points in bathrooms. 

The arena’s air filtration system was upgraded to ensure safer airflow. 
And the Panthers enforce one of pro sports’ strictest three-strikes-and-
you’re-out rules with masks; after three times of being reminded to wear 
your mask properly, you’re removed from the building. 

“Obviously, I think anxiety was high going into it,” McCaffrey said. “But it’s 
going pretty smoothly. With the masks, there’s going to be constant 
enforcement. People are always going to slip up. They start daydreaming 
and thinking it’s February 2020 and not February 2021. We’ve all been 

like that, so someone’s got to remind them, ‘Hey, we’re still in this and 
you need to be safe and you need to be respective and conscious of the 
people around you.’ ” 

The NHL itself has struggled to keep its teams on the ice, with seven 
teams already having to pause their seasons through the first month. 
Other teams have had games rescheduled or had to play with rosters 
depleted by players lost to the COVID-19 protocol list. Players and staff 
have been told to avoid crowds and the general public and are tested 
every day, but the league has consistently tightened safety protocols. 

With the extensive safety measures the Panthers have implemented, 
McCaffrey said attending a game at BB&T Center is more safe than 
running errands at a grocery or retail story. 

“We have a big, big building, similar to Tampa,” McCaffrey said. “And 
with only 4,000 people and you look at how you’re spacing and how you 
distance people, it’s better than a big box at Publix or at Target or Wal-
Mart. ... I think we’re safer than a lot of those places. I truly believe that.” 

Lightning fan Brian Dodge, a former Plant City resident who now lives in 
Deerfield Beach, brings his family to see the Lightning every time they 
play in Sunrise and said he felt safe at Thursday’s game. 

“We try to take all the precautions we can,” Dodge said. “We wear our 
masks, we wash our hands, we kind of stay to ourselves as much as we 
can. The Panthers seem to do a great job of keeping us separate. Their 
marketing and ticketing staff have done a wonderful job. So we think it’s 
going to be okay.” 

Lightning players have noticed a difference this week as they began 
playing in front of fans. 

“It feels normal again, kind of,” forward Pat Maroon said. “I think it’s just 
nice to see faces instead of your teammates. It really energizes the 
players, I feel like, too. I think with no fans, it’s hard to get into right away. 
You kind of engage yourself. But with a little bit of noise, a little bit of 
fans, you kind of feel energy through yourself and you feel like, ‘Oh, here 
we go.’” 

The NHL hopes to have arenas at full capacity for the beginning of next 
season. McCaffrey said the speed of the vaccine rollout will be the 
biggest factor and he could foresee allowing more fans into the arena 
under a hybrid seating model that consisted of socially-distanced, non-
vaccinated fans and a separate area with vaccinated fans who could sit 
closer to each other. 

“If it’s early summer or late-summer, I think most people in sports really 
think (the vaccination rollout) is the key to getting a full building where we 
can start to operate at normal capacity,” he said. “Without that, I don’t 
think our organization would risk it to shrink the social distancing 
requirements and putting people closer together.” 

Forchielli and Goetze, who have been season ticket holders for seven 
years, jumped at the chance to watch the Lightning in action twice — this 
year, teams are playing mostly two-game series to limit travel — while 
keeping their fingers crossed that Amalie Arena will open to the public 
soon. 

“If that’s what we have to do right now to see live hockey, that’s fine,” 
Goetze said. “Let’s keep our masks on and keep our distance from each 
other when we can. I definitely understand with the Super Bowl in 
Tampa, that’s why things were kind of pushed back in Tampa. But 
hopefully we’re past that and in the next couple months we’ll be able to 
have some games back home.” 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 02.16.2021 

1203040 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Lightning fall to Panthers in a sloppy 6-4 loss 
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Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — After the Lightning’s uncharacteristically sloppy 6-4 loss to the 
Panthers, their second loss to Florida in the past three games, coach Jon 
Cooper wouldn’t cede that their cross-state rival did anything to get his 
team out of synch. 

“They didn’t do anything, really, to us,” Cooper said. “It was all self-
inflicted. I don’t feel like we were put in a tough spot. We did it to 
ourselves. Sometimes you get what you deserved, and we got what we 
deserved tonight.” 

Though this one was much more high scoring — the teams combined for 
seven goals in the second period — the Lightning’s loss seemed eerily 
similar to Thursday’s 6-1 defeat in Sunrise to a revamped Panthers team 
that stretches the ice with speed and pressures the puck. 

“We’re shooting ourselves in the foot here where we could have grabbed 
four points there, and we laid an egg in the second period there,” 
Lightning forward Pat Maroon said. “We were just two slow in the D-
zone. I think, especially that team, that team presses hard. They come at 
you with all lines. But I think we shot ourselves in the foot tonight. That’s 
not that’s how we’re supposed to be playing and it showed.” 

Cooper went through each of the Panthers’ first three goals, all 
byproducts of Tampa Bay turnovers: “Self-inflicted ... self-inflicted ... self-
inflicted.” 

With the Lightning (10-3-1) up 1-0, backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney 
tried to play the puck behind the net, but Patric Hornqvist beat him to it, 
then gifted a wide-open net for Panthers forward Jonathan Huberdeau 
7:56 into the first. 

Lightning defenseman Jan Rutta then lost the puck against the boards in 
the defensive zone, leading to a 2-on-1 that ended with Owen Tippett 
beating McElhinney 4:59 into the second. And the Panthers went up 3-1 
less than four minutes later after Frank Vatrano converted on a penalty 
shot following a desperation tripping call on Luke Schenn after a Mikhail 
Sergachev turnover. 

Lightning fall to Panthers for first loss at home 

Tampa Bay’s cross-state rival speeds past the Lightning in the teams’ 
third meeting in five nights. 

“Definitely a lot of odd-mans and breakaways, looks that we pride 
ourselves in not giving up, at least (not) that many in a game,” 
defenseman Ryan McDonagh said. “Credit them, they were connecting 
the dots a little bit, but we need to be a little bit quicker in our play and 
keep our gap all over the ice and make it hard on them like we did last 
game; we didn’t do that consistently enough tonight.” 

The Lightning and Panthers have gotten to know each other well the past 
week, and Tampa Bay rebounded from a poor performance Thursday 
with a well-rounded win in Sunrise on Saturday. But the Lightning 
reverted to their old ways when the series moved to Amalie Arena. 

Still, the Lightning scored four goals, including two from Alex Volkov on 
Tampa Bay’s fourth line. And Tyler Johnson’s third goal in the past two 
games, a score that came on a one-timer with 3:22 left in the second to 
make it a one-goal game at 5-4 entering the third. 

“I thought the game was winnable the whole time,” Cooper said. “We 
scored four. You should give yourself a pretty good chance of getting 
points when you score four. So it just shows you our attention to detail on 
the other side of the puck wasn’t there.” 

Former Lightning defenseman Anton Stralman gave the Panthers a two-
goal cushion 59 seconds into the third, using Erik Cernak as a screen to 
block McElhinney’s view and put a wrister into the back of the net. 

“I felt great going into the third period, and then to give up a goal in the 
first minute, it was inexcusable,” Cooper said. “It was our attention to 
detail with out puck management, and when we’re not managing it, when 

we’re reckless with it against teams with the skill set they have over 
there, they will burn you. You’re playing with fire.” 

Monday’s game also marked the first game that the Lightning allowed 
fans back into Amalie Arena. The arena was still largely empty, but a 
limited capacity crowd of a few hundred “family and friends” watched 
from the lower bowl and the suites. 

It’s the first step of the gradual soft opening that the Lightning hope will 
lead to re-opening the arena to about 3,800 fans by the middle of next 
month. 
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Calculating an NHL team’s finances and plan for expanding revenue 

 

By Joe Smith Feb 15, 2021 

 

In the early months of 2019, Lightning executives gathered in a 
conference room at Amalie Arena to review the team’s financial 
projections for the 2019-20 season. The best-case scenarios flashed on 
the flat-screen TV — continue the sellout streak, squeeze every dollar 
out of growing sponsorships with the likes of Chase and Tampa General 
Hospital. The mid-market team was in the middle of a record 62-win 
season and expected to be Cup contenders the next year, too. 

“If everything went right, we’d make around $5 million in profit,” one 
former Lightning employee said. 

The reality of that season couldn’t be planned for in that meeting. Tampa 
Bay not only missed its final seven regular-season home games but 
made no revenue from the mid-March pause through its Stanley Cup run 
with the exception of merchandise sales, according to CEO Steve 
Griggs. 

When NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in December the league 
and its teams would lose a billion dollars by staging a shortened 2020-21 
season, it raised eyebrows. 

“It would be cheaper for us to shut our doors and not play,” Bettman said. 

It sparked cynicism, especially with the players’ side arguing the owners 
will eventually be made whole through escrow payments. 

So is the financial outlook for NHL teams, which are more dependent on 
ticket revenue than the NFL and NBA because of less income from the 
television rights deal, as bleak as Bettman describes? 

The Lightning have lost tens of millions, or as Vinik put it last summer, “a 
shitload of money.” MSG Sports, the holding company for the New York 
Rangers and New York Knicks, reported its second-quarter revenues 
plummeted $264 million down to $28 million. 

The league helped secure financing on a $1 billion loan that each team 
can borrow $30 million from. Teams are getting creative to retain and 
secure more revenue with new assets like helmet ads and virtual dasher 
boards, with hopes that gambling and digital partnerships will be the next 
wave. 

But if the NHL isn’t close to back to normal for the start of next season 
when it comes to fans in the building, is the business model sustainable? 

“At some point in time, it’s hard to do,” Griggs said. “When you haven’t 
sold one hot dog in a year, it makes it tough.” 

Budgeting for a season 

The Lightning’s typical hockey operations budget for the season is 
around $100 million, according to sources. This includes players’ 
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salaries, staff salaries, travel for 41 road games. There are also other 
hefty expenses like arena operations and administration. The Lightning 
have 250 full-time staff, which jumps over 1,000 when you count part-
timers. 

So where does the income come from? 

Based on available ticket information, industry sources and former 
Lightning staffers, this is the general range of revenue that comes 
annually from each major source, as of the 2019-20 season: 

Tickets: $60 million 

Suite sales: $15 million 

Sponsors: $30 million 

Local TV deal (Sinclair/Fox Sports Sun): $15 million 

National TV deal: $15-20 million 

Food and beverage: $10 million 

Merchandise: $5 million 

The fact the Lightning sold out 234 straight games is important because 
of how big of a chunk ticket revenue is for teams, even as Tampa Bay’s 
ticket prices remain on the lower end at 24th highest of the 31 teams. 

It’s become the lifeblood financially for the organization. 

“In the modern era, the last 30-40 years, the NHL has never generated 
the revenues on television that the NBA or baseball or football has,” said 
Tom Wilson, a former executive for the Tigers, Red Wings, Pistons and 
Lightning. “So they’re very, very fan dependent, so it’s been a heavier 
lift.” 

Making playoff runs certainly helps, with each home game netting around 
$1 million-plus, going up the deeper you advance as ticket prices 
increase, according to a former Lightning employee. But, for example, 
the same staffer said the team didn’t break even on the 2014-15 season 
until Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

“That’s how long it took — three rounds,” the staffer said. “It shows how 
hard it is — even when you’re winning.” 

Wilson said the Lightning’s other Cup season (in 2004) was the only 
season when he was there (from 1999-2008) that the team made money, 
and it wasn’t until Game 7 of the Cup Final. 

Imagine how tough it is when you’ve got no fans. 

The good news for the Lightning is that Griggs said they’ve had “north of 
90 percent retention rate” on season tickets. The Lightning typically have 
around 95 percent retention rate, above the league average, which is 
between 85-90 percent, according to a former Lightning employee. 

“The advantage is that hockey always had fans who are passionate or 
more passionate than any other sport,” Wilson said. “I mean, you can’t 
get rid of fans once you have them. They come hell or high water, and 
that’s a wonderful thing for a sport, to have that kind of loyalty. So I think 
the recovery can happen fairly quickly. I think people will come back 
quicker than in other sports.” 

The Lightning won’t have season ticket members in the building until 
after March 2, at the earliest. If the local COVID numbers are better then, 
it’s possible for Tampa Bay to welcome between 3,000-4,000 fans for 
home games. But even if Tampa Bay, best-case scenario, sells that 
many tickets for the remaining 17 home games, that’s a quarter of the 
revenue for roughly 40 percent as many home dates as normal (41). 
Plus, Tampa Bay, like all teams, is paying for daily COVID-19 tests for 
players and staff, an expense that’ll likely be several hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The Lightning brass had to evaluate in recent months whether it made 
financial sense to allow fans in the arena at limited capacity. 

“A lot of buildings have evaluated that, we have as well,” Griggs said. 
“We think we have the right staffing mix, whether it be retail, guest 
services, food and beverage, with having 3,800 people in the building. It 
makes sense for us to have that many people in the building.” 

Finding new revenue 

You scan across Amalie Arena, and there’s signage where there should 
be screaming fans. 

There are tarps covering seats around the entire rink, with the Lightning’s 
key sponsors, from Chase to Spectrum to Tampa General Hospital. 
There are virtual ads on the dasher boards, ads at both bluelines. 

Even on captain Steven Stamkos’ helmet, there’s a 2.25 x 3.75-inch 
sponsor decals for DEX Imaging at home games and Tampa General 
Hospital at road games. Keith Wachtel, the NHL’s chief business officer, 
said these partnerships are mostly about revenue-retaining not creating, 
an effort to make sponsors whole in a shortened season with limited or 
no fans. Most teams have one sponsor, with league sources telling The 
Athletic that those teams with two (like the Lightning) likely didn’t get 
enough money from one. The value of a helmet ad for the whole season 
is estimated at around $1 million, according to Lee Berke, president and 
CEO of LHL Sports, Entertainment and Media. 

But Griggs feels like the helmet decals, virtual dashers and others will 
potentially be more than a one-year experiment as teams try to grow 
revenue. He said the Lightning are fortunate that only a few sponsors 
decided to pause their partnerships with the club. The team views this as 
a long-term play, and the fact they’re racking up record ratings on local 
Fox Sports Sun for games certainly helps. 

Wilson said this is where relationships matter, and the teams that are the 
best at creating and maintaining those over a long-term basis — not just 
“transactional” — will have an easier recovery. He said you can’t recover 
all the revenue from sponsors this year, but if you can retain around 50 to 
75 percent, it’s considered a success. 

“Anything above that is a home run,” Wilson said. 

Another former Lightning staffer said the typical sponsor partnership 
deals are in the three-to-five-year range, a stark contrast from a couple 
decades ago when they were sometimes 15. 

“There have been a few partners that, when you go through the 
pandemic and financial carnage, there were a few up for renewal that will 
pause until their business comes back,” Griggs said. “But for the majority 
of our partners, they’ve been incredible to us, we’ve had incredible 
relationships over the last 10 years. You win a Cup too and people want 
to be part of that. Everything we’ve done to manage our partners through 
the financial crisis, they’re going to remember that when we come out of 
this and how we treat them.” 

The Lightning didn’t receive the usual “Stanley Cup bounce,” a boost in 
revenue from merchandise, sponsors and tickets, much like in 2004, 
when the following season was wiped out by a lockout. Their biggest 
“windfall,” as Griggs put it, was merchandise, but he noted there are 
typically a lot more sales during games than online. 

Wilson said the Lightning were expecting a $5 to 10 million bump in 
revenue after their Cup in 2004 and didn’t get it. 

“Isn’t that an interesting parallel? They won twice and both times you 
have a crisis,” Wilson said of the 2004-05 lockout. “When we came back, 
we lost a little bit of our mojo, and I would assume they’ll have a little bit 
of a hit on that too. They’ll probably be able to hang on to their increases, 
but they’re probably doing what everyone else is doing — tap dancing a 
little bit and trying to buy time.” 

Griggs disagreed, somewhat: “I look at it more of a long-term play than 
the ability to slingshot after winning the Cup and getting a financial 
windfall. We already were at capacity in revenue areas.” 

It was telling that just two months after winning the Stanley Cup, the 
Lightning eliminated 30 positions in their business staff, essentially laying 
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off 10 percent of their workforce; hockey operations wasn’t impacted. 
Vinik told The Athletic in August they had similar plans for furloughs and 
paycuts over the summer, but “at the 11th hour” he just couldn’t do it, 
noting “the savings for it had we made those cuts were just not that 
significant relative to our losses.” 

What changed then by November? 

Griggs said it was a needed restructuring for the team’s long-term health. 
He declined to say whether top executives took pay cuts. 

“The climate kept changing,” Griggs said. “It was prolonged. I remember 
on March 12, we were hoping to get back in a month, we were going to 
have a pause and get back in the middle of April and keep rolling. Day by 
day, things have been changing with the pandemic and as we got into 
November, we really started to focus on, ‘What does our future look like 
in the organization? What does the maximum recovery look like going 
forward?’ We evaluated all our ancillary businesses, evaluated our 
structure, evaluated everything as it relates to where we want to be in the 
next five years.” 

Financial future for NHL teams 

The potential revenue growth for NHL teams in the future is an 
interesting case study. 

The additional ads are just one step. Wachtel said the league isn’t yet 
considering putting any sponsors on players’ jerseys, like you’ve seen in 
the NBA. Though Wilson said there’s been very little pushback on the 
NBA jersey ads, so that gives other leagues and teams hope for a “multi-
million dollar” asset. 

“If it works for basketball, can you imagine what it would be worth in 
football?” Wilson said. 

Berke added: “I don’t think fans have any problem with sponsor 
involvement and inclusion in editorial content. They’re used to it, it seems 
to be part of the environment.” 

There’s the possibility of integrating gambling, with many of the league’s 
regional TV networks through Sinclair already renamed Bally’s. For those 
gambling companies, it’s a state-by-state approach. In a market like 
Florida, where sports betting and mobile betting aren’t legal, it’s not an 
option. Meanwhile, the Detroit Red Wings have leveraged high-level, 
high-cost partnerships in the gambling space. Berke said, aside from 
sponsorships, the in-game gambling will also drive viewership numbers 
up due to rising interest. 

“Some teams have four and five different partners in that, and they’re all 
paying a lot of money,” Wilson said. “There’s going to be a lot of 
wagering that comes with that. You may see some new products like 
CBD oil and stuff like that. Some teams and leagues are going to have 
their chips in that, and with each passing day, it becomes more and more 
common and more accepted.” 

Digital platforms are also growing for teams, which creates another way 
to involve sponsors in specialized content. The Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
recent behind-the-scenes access show with Amazon is just one example, 
and won’t be the last. 

According to the NHL, the league saw a 20 percent overall increase in 
engagement across channels on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 
TikTok compared to the first week of the 2019-20 season. There was 
also a 28 percent increase in video views across all social channels for 
that time period. 

You’re seeing teams taking more control of their own content. The 
Lightning have their own weekly podcast and produce behind the scenes 
videos called “Recharge.” Imagine the Los Angeles Lakers posting an 
exclusive interview with LeBron James on their website or Twitter feed. 

“Digital distribution is a major, major part of making money going 
forward,” Berke said. “It’s much like gambling, it’s going to grow in years 
to come. It’s been sped up by the pandemic, with streaming becoming a 
much more important part of people’s overall viewing. 

“There’s so much you can do with the assets you have and the personnel 
you have, it makes it all the more valuable to have popular players 
because you can leverage their popularity in so many ways to produce 
content and distribute it directly to consumers.” 

As for how much teams can make off those digital platforms? Those 
values are still being monetized. When it comes to permanent dasher 
board ads, a second former Lightning employee estimated the team 
could net $3 to 4 million on those over the course of a season, but that’s 
based off 19,000 in the stands. The virtual TV-only ones? That’s a harder 
number to figure, though Berke estimates that the blueline ads could 
range in the six figures, typically part of a bigger partnership package. 

“The best part of the sponsorship is always the new inventory you can 
create,” Griggs said. “A number of the NHL pieces may stay long-term, 
like the helmet ads or virtual blueline. As far as within the building, it’s 
about finding the right balance of more sponsorship without being 
intrusive.” 

There’s also additional revenue when it comes to outside events like 
shows and concerts. The Lightning are able to put on more than 150 
events a year, including hockey, with the use of USF’s Yuengling Center 
giving them more options — a group owned by Vinik manages the 
college arena. A former employee estimates the team has made around 
$10 million a year in non-hockey shows and concerts. Griggs believes 
that we’ll see in the next two-to-three years “the biggest concert schedule 
you’ve ever seen, which will be fabulous for everybody in the industry.” 

“You’ll have the largest group of performers ever wanting to come out 
because they haven’t worked in years,” Wilson said. “I mean, that’s an 
eternity in your career.” 

One other unknown is the NHL’s next national television deal. 

Griggs said NHL teams should receive a boost in the new U.S. deal, as 
the current one expires after this season. The Lightning’s local television 
deal will expire after the 2022-23 season, likely leading to a lucrative 
extension. 

NHL teams have not yet received money from the expansion Seattle 
franchise, with $650 million split among 30 teams (roughly $21.6 million, 
as Vegas does not get a cut). 

The NHL has helped clubs through its standard operating procedure of 
using its collective financial strength to secure a line of credit through a 
bank for teams that need the extra money. It was $1 billion total, with 
teams able to borrow $30 million each. 

The teams also share the financial burden with the players, who will end 
up paying back escrow until owners are made whole on the hockey-
related revenue versus total player compensation. Through the terms of 
the new collective bargaining agreement, players are getting 72 percent 
of their gross pay this season — a 10 percent deferment and 20 percent 
escrow. That means, if a player is making $1 million, $100,000 is paid 
later under the deferment and $180,000 goes to escrow, so their pay is 
then $720,000. Next season, escrow will be set at 18 percent, then 10 
percent the following season and 6 percent the final three years of the 
CBA. 

Griggs said he met in person (socially-distanced) with Vinik a few weeks 
back, talking for two hours about the business side. Vinik told Griggs it’s 
time to “move from playing defense to offense,” now that the restructuring 
and empty buildings are, they hope, over. 

“Are we in a great place with our fan base and sponsors and suite 
holders? Absolutely,” Griggs said. “The opportunity of more events in our 
building, as well as the Yuengling Center, and maximizing other events 
will be really impactful the next three-to-four years. The content and 
digital piece we talked about, that’s where we’ll find a way to grow the 
revenues, because at some point there’s a threshold on the price of food 
and beverage, ticketing. 

“We’re a mid-sized market here so we’re very cognizant about not 
pushing the envelope too far on all of those. You want to be loyal to your 
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fanbase that stays with you long-term. Pigs get fat and hogs get 
slaughtered.” 
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The Athletic / When will COVID-19 vaccines reach the NHL, and how 
should the rollout work? 

 

By Kevin Kurz Feb 15, 2021  

 

One month into the regular season, COVID-19 has significantly impacted 
the NHL schedule. 

To date, 35 games have been canceled and rescheduled. Nearly every 
team in the East, Central and West divisions has seen its schedule 
altered. There have been questions about the possibility of on-ice 
transmission, which led the NHL to recently send positive specimens to 
the Mayo Clinic for viral genetic sequencing to determine if there is 
evidence of on-ice or cross-team transmission, The Athletic’s Michael 
Russo reported. The league has not yet revealed the results of that 
testing. 

In a perfect world, mass vaccination would help prevent severe illness 
and further outbreaks while allowing the regular season and playoffs to 
continue as planned, but it’s still unclear when or if that can happen this 
season. 

How quickly might vaccines become available to NHL players and 
immediate staff members who require dressing room access? How 
should the vaccine doses be distributed? And is there a case to be made 
that professional athletes such as those in the NHL should have access 
to vaccines sooner than others in their risk category? 

Dr. Bob Wachter is the chair of UCSF’s Department of Medicine in San 
Francisco. He is also currently the guest host of the “In the Bubble” 
podcast, filling in temporarily for Andy Slavitt, who joined President Joe 
Biden’s administration as the senior advisor for COVID-19 response. The 
podcast features guests who are fellow COVID-19 experts, government 
officials and others. 

The NHL has not been given any timeline as to when vaccines might 
become available to teams, but Wachter thinks that on the current 
timeline, it could happen as soon as the end of March. 

“If you look at the projected curves,” Wachter said, “there’s a lot of 
vaccine that’s going to come out in March and April, particularly when 
you layer into the math the addition of the (Johnson & Johnson vaccine), 
which will get approved in a couple weeks, and maybe even another one 
on top of that. You’ll get to a scenario where it would be pretty surprising 
for us to not be able to have vaccines available to pretty much everybody 
by May, I think. May or June would be the latest possible date, but 
probably ahead of that.” 

Dr. Bill Morice, the president of Mayo Clinic Laboratories in Rochester, 
Minn., generally agreed with that timeframe. 

“I think we’ll probably in the spring start to see supply catch up with 
demand to the point where we can start to have more widespread 
vaccination,” he said. 

NHL players are near the bottom of the priority list, as generally healthy 
18-to-43-year-olds with means. 

“The risk for each of these guys to get really sick and die is very, very 
small,” Wachter said. 

But, it’s not zero. The recent revelation that Wild prospect Marco Rossi is 
still having health issues stemming from a case of COVID-19 surely 
caught the attention of the league and players. 

There’s also the nature of the sport, played in a brisk, indoor environment 
that could be more conducive to viral spread than on a football field or 
basketball court. 

“Comparatively to the other sports, my concern is higher,” said Morice, 
pointing out that because the NHL playoff bubbles of last summer were 
so effective, there’s a dearth of information on how the disease might 
spread in a hockey rink. 

There’s also a question as to whether each team would get access to 
vaccine doses at the same time. According to the New York Times, there 
were approximately 1.66 million doses administered daily last week in the 
United States, including some days with more than 2 million. Canada has 
been slower in its deployment. According to ourworldindata.com, the 
United States administered at least one dose to 14.63 people for every 
100 as of Feb. 12, while Canada was at 3.24 per 100. Eligibility 
requirements for the vaccine also vary state-to-state in the United States. 

Should vaccines become available in-season, the rollout could be tricky. 
The NHL regular season is set to conclude on May 8, so if vaccines are 
available in the weeks leading up to that date, games will be highly 
competitive as teams battle for playoff position. 

The Moderna and Pfizer vaccines, the only two that have gained 
governmental approval at this point, have been known to cause some 
side effects — particularly after the second of the two-dose regimen. It’s 
not uncommon for otherwise young, healthy people to feel ill for a day or 
two after getting fully vaccinated. 

A team in the middle of a playoff race surely would like to avoid having 
half of its team feeling too sick to play in what might be important games. 

Wachter, though, thinks that it shouldn’t be too difficult of a workaround 
for team medical staffs. 

“The numbers are on the order of 20-30 percent will feel crummy for a 
day or so afterward, and crummy is everything from just sort of fatigue 
and muscle aches to some people really do have a high fever and can’t 
get out of bed for a day or two,” he said. ”It’s really unusual for that to go 
on for more than 48 hours. The worst of it is you feel like you have the 
flu. What you wouldn’t want to do is vaccinate the whole team on the 
same day. That would be dumb. You’d want to spread it out over the 
course of a week or so, so that not everybody’s out. You probably 
wouldn’t want to vaccinate both of your goalies the same day.” 

Morice was asked how he would implement vaccination if he were a 
team doctor. 

“If there’s anyone associated with the team that was in a high-risk 
category like an equipment manager or one of the coaches, you’d have 
to make sure they were prioritized,” he said. 

“And then I would vaccinate all the players. I wouldn’t worry too much 
about the effect of post-vaccination. It is true up to one-third would feel 
kind of crappy, (but) that’s two days, maybe one. Conceivably, you could 
think about doing it in waves, especially with the tight schedule they’re 
on, that they might want to divide up the team, and make sure maybe 
only one goalie got it on one day. So you might do a sort of a tiered 
approach to make sure that you don’t have a lot of people sick, but the 
reality is that if you vaccinated the whole team at once you’d see maybe 
a third of the guys that would feel bad. And not even that would prevent 
them from playing, unless they felt really bad.” 

The bottom line is that just like the rest of society, the sooner everyone is 
vaccinated the better. 

“The best thing is to get people vaccinated as quickly as possible,” 
Wachter said, “and not worry about the side effects.” 

NHL teams are, of course, trying to limit outside contact with players as 
much as possible. If it’s assumed that each team would need to 
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vaccinate approximately 50 people, including players, coaches and 
immediate staff, that would equate to 1,550 total — a small number, 
considering how many people are currently being vaccinated in North 
America. 

NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar recently penned an op-ed in the New 
York Times arguing that athletes and other role models should be 
prioritized because it would encourage many in the general population to 
get vaccinated, too. “It shouldn’t be that way, but it is,” he wrote. 

Medical opinions differ as to whether that should happen. 

“I do think that (NHL players) should be considered for early vaccination 
as professional athletes,” Morice said. “It’s really three-fold. … From a 
role model perspective, I agree. I also agree that they are providing a 
societal good, as a sports fan. We’re all craving a sense of normalcy and 
a sense of community, and that’s one thing I really love about hockey is it 
does build a sense of community between the sport and the players and 
the fans. 

“And then last but not least, the reality that even vaccinating every 
professional sport, individual and team, is not going to (have) a 
meaningful effect in the supply. You’re talking about coordinating 
hundreds of millions of doses, so having a few thousand doses diverted 
to the pro athletes, especially at a time when we know we’re still 
struggling to get a lot of the vaccines distributed and into arms — these 
guys will definitely get it. I think when you look at the overall impact on 
the vaccine supply versus the potential societal good that could be had 
by having players vaccinated, I would be in favor of it.” 

Gabriel Landeskog and the Avalanche were shut down for one week this 
month because of COVID-19 protocols. (Isaiah J. Downing / USA Today) 

Dr. Peter Hotez, co-director of the Center for Vaccine Development at 
Texas Children’s Hospital, has no issue with diverting a portion of the 
vaccines to athletes but the politics would likely prevent that. 

“I’m of a view given the fact that they are playing a function, right? 
Stabilizing the country. So, there are national security considerations. 
Everything’s too toxic right now though, probably, to make that happen,” 
Hotez said. 

Wachter understands that the argument to bump up athletes in the 
priority line “isn’t irrational,” but he “tends to come down on the side of 
equity.” 

“(The argument that) sports players who give joy to millions of people 
should be prioritized as there’s nothing to do other than watch sports 
these days after we’ve seen everything on Netflix — that’s reasonable,” 
he said. “But so is the person with heart disease or cancer, and so is the 
person who works in the nursery school and in the grocery store, and so 
is the person who’s living in a place that has a higher-than-average rate 
of death for COVID. You can make arguments for almost any group you 
come up with.” 

The NHL and NHLPA announced more restrictions last Thursday, 
including the use of rapid, point-of-care testing on game-day mornings for 
teams in the United States. That only further supported Wachter’s 
reasoning. 

“I think the harm of (vaccinating professional athletes) and the pushback 
of that just wouldn’t be worth it for a very healthy group of people that, by 
virtue of the testing regimen, have a very low likelihood of getting 
infected,” Wachter said. “And if they do, they have a super-high likelihood 
of being fine.” 

The NHL has no plans to try to move higher up the priority list. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman said on Jan. 11 that the league would “get 
in line with everybody else. There was never any thought about us 
jumping the line, or anything like that.” That remains the case, according 
to a league spokesman. 

Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog said he is content with waiting until 
other, higher-risk groups get their shots first. 

“I don’t think we should jump ahead, to be honest with you,” he said. “I 
think there are a lot of people in the front lines and people in the health 
care industry that should be definitely getting it. And then older people 
and people who are at risk the most. I think that’s probably the most 
important thing. I don’t know when the protocols say when we’re going to 
get it, whether it’s spring or summer, but I definitely don’t think the 
answer is that we jump ahead.” 

Logan Couture, the Sharks’ captain and NHLPA representative, indicated 
that there will be no requirements for players to get vaccinated. 

“I think it’s everyone’s personal choice if they’re going to take it or not,” 
Couture said. “The players’ association has been clear that it’s up to 
each individual to make their decision.” 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: A season without surprises, fixing 
the lottery and more 

 

By Sean McIndoe Feb 15, 2021  

 

What do you do when the most unpredictable season in NHL history 
ends up playing out almost exactly as you’d expect? 

That’s the question we might have to start pondering because so far this 
season hasn’t been all that surprising. Sure, there have been individual 
results that caught us off guard, like the Senators beating the Canadiens, 
the Red Wings beating the Hurricanes or the Ducks shutting out the 
Golden Knights. And there have been plenty of individual stories that 
have shocked us, like the front office changes in Pittsburgh or how 
quickly the Pierre-Luc Dubois situation fell apart in Columbus. 

But in the big picture, a look at the standings reveals … pretty much what 
we all expected? 

Travis Yost’s tweet is a few days old now so some of the standings have 
shifted a bit, but yeah, they’re still not far off from what most of us were 
expecting. Maybe you thought the Penguins would have a spot locked 
down, or that the Oilers would be running just a little bit better. But there 
aren’t any current playoff teams that would have felt shocking in 
December, and unless you had the Canucks as one of your contenders 
or were that one writer here who thought the Predators were winning the 
Cup, none of the consensus favorites are spiraling. 

Yet. There’s still plenty of time for things to take a turn, and history tells 
us that it will for at least a few teams. And it’s not like a little bit of 
predictability is necessarily a bad thing, especially in a league where 
everything was starting to feel random in recent years. But for now, at 
least, the hockey gods are playing it straight. 

Maybe we should have seen it coming; the most unpredictable way an 
NHL season could play out would be for everything to go according to 
expectations. Or maybe we’re just being lulled into a false sense of 
security before the really wild twists and turns. 

We’ll see. For now, let’s get to the rankings, where there are new teams 
debuting in both the top and bottom five. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in 
history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

Last week’s decision to move the Habs into the top five didn’t age well, 
as they didn’t look good while dropping two of three. That opened a door 
for the Maple Leafs, who almost got last week’s spot and were the 
favorites heading into the weekend after beating Montreal on 
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Wednesday. But the Leafs looked flat in losing Saturday’s rematch, so 
we’ll pencil them in as sixth for another week. 

That means we’ve got a spot available for a team we haven’t mentioned 
much this year. Let’s fix that right now … 

5. Carolina Hurricanes (9-3-0, +7 true goals differential*) – The 
Hurricanes are tricky, because they’ve spent the last few years having a 
good record while smart people insisted that they were a secret 
powerhouse. Dom’s model has them neck-and-neck with the Lightning; 
this one thinks they’re the best team in the league. I’m not quite as high 
on them, but I’m not smart, so Carolina fans can feel pretty good here. 
That includes you, Gilbert. 

For now, I think they’re better than the Panthers, even as I’m a little 
worried about all those shootout wins inflating their record just a bit and 
the Petr Mrazek injury has season-derailing potential. He’s reportedly 
nearing a return, but any setbacks will move the needle. In the meantime, 
let’s see what they do with Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (7-4-1, +13) – We all had them near the top of our 
Cup contenders lists, they’ve been pretty good, and I’m certainly not 
going to panic over a loss to the Knights coming off a nearly two-week 
layoff. Still, can we acknowledge that the Avalanche season so far has 
been, let’s say, underwhelming? I’ve still got them in the top five because 
I think they’ve got as much talent as anyone in the league, but at some 
point, you’d like to see a little bit more. Three more this week against 
Vegas will give them their chance to deliver it. 

3. Boston Bruins (10-2-2, +10) – Saturday’s surprisingly feisty loss to the 
Islanders snapped a five-game win streak, as for once it was the Bruins 
giving up the third-period rally instead of pulling it off. Still, they’ve built a 
bit of a cushion on top of the East, which is a good sign considering they 
spend almost half the remaining schedule – 19 games out of 42 – facing 
the Devils, Rangers and Sabres. 

By the way, don’t forget that next weekend brings both of this season’s 
outdoor games, we hope. Assuming we don’t run into any COVID-related 
postponements, we’ll get a pair of games at Lake Tahoe – although sadly 
not on Lake Tahoe – between the Avalanche and Golden Knights on 
Saturday and Bruins and Flyers on Sunday. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (10-2-1, +12) – It wasn’t all that much fun to 
watch unless you’re a coach, but Sunday night’s win over the Avalanche 
moved the Knights back into first place in the West, and they’re building 
an early points percentage gap over Colorado and St. Louis in what was 
supposed to be a tight race. They’ll take it. 

Also, those gold helmets look ridiculous, don’t @ me. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (10-2-1, +24) – They’ve given up just one goal 
against in five of their last six. The exception came Thursday against the 
Panthers, who put four past Andrei Vasilevskiy (and another into an 
empty net). For now, that feels like an outlier, especially after Vasilevskiy 
was back in the net for Saturday’s 6-1 win in a rematch. The two teams 
go again tonight. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues – Blues fans keep asking me why I’m so set 
on the Avalanche and Golden Knights being in the top five when the 
Blues have spent a big chunk of the season in first place in the West. 

It’s a fair question, especially since we try to look big picture here, and a 
recent Cup winner should get some respect that we might not give to 
some out-of-nowhere dark horse. But the Blues are a tough team to 
evaluate this year, not least of which because they’ve glitched out and 
been playing the same team over and over for weeks. 

In those long ago days from a hazy past when the Blues didn’t play the 
Coyotes every night, they’ve had three games total against the Avs and 
Knights. They won two, but the loss was 8-0, so I’m not sure what to do 
with that. Other than that, it’s been the three bad California teams – the 
revised schedule means they don’t face the Wild until April – and they’re 

supposed to beat those guys. By the way, they play 16 of their next 19, 
including their next 10, against those same Ducks, Sharks and Kings. So 
… yeah. 

At some point, I can’t just hold the schedule against a good team, 
especially when there’s a good case to be made that the Blues are better 
than the Avalanche right now. Let’s see them play somebody other than 
the Coyotes for a week or two and then revisit things. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and trying to 
figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking. 

Condolences to the friends and family of Frank Orr, the legendary 
Toronto sportswriter who died over the weekend. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (7-11-0, -14)  – I really went back and forth on 
this. 

Last week, I had them teetering on the verge of bottom-five status, and 
with the Hawks playing well enough to escape the list, a new spot had 
opened up. The Canucks dropped another game to the Leafs, even 
though Toronto barely looked interested. Then they lost to the Flames, 
and I made the early call: They’d be in for this week’s list. Their owner 
posted a long Twitter thread about how he’s offering votes of confidence 
for everyone, and that’s never a good sign. 

But then came Saturday night and a desperately needed win over the 
Flames. They looked reasonably good in that one, controlling long 
stretches on the way to a 3-1 win. Maybe that vote of confidence had an 
impact. Maybe this was the turning point, and a team I’d picked as a 
North Division contender was finally going to start looking like it. 

Then I found out that they were attributing the win to wearing work boots, 
and I thought, nah. 

I’m sorry, Vancouver. I’m all for ditching the stodgy suits and letting a 
little bit of personality shine through. But if that personality is “We all wore 
the same kind of footwear because we just love to work so hard,” I 
reserve the right to laugh at you. 

To be clear, I’m not putting the Canucks in the bottom five because of 
their boots. They’re here because they have two points in their last seven 
games, a double-digit goals differential in the red, awful underlying 
numbers and the third-worst points percentage in the league. But the 
boots thing didn’t help. 

You’ve got the Flames and Jets twice each this week. Look good in those 
games, and you’ll be off the list. Unless we get pregame clips of you all 
showing up in construction helmets and welder’s masks. 

4. San Jose Sharks (5-7-1, -17) – First, the good news. The Sharks have 
finally played a real home game. 

Maybe we should take that into account and look beyond the Sharks’ 
current numbers. They started the season with a 12-game road trip, after 
all, and that was always going to be rough. Sure, the long-term future 
may look awful, but for now, they get to finish the season with 28 of 44 at 
home. Even without full buildings, that should mean something. 

On the other hand, the underlying numbers aren’t great, and they’re 
pretty much the only team that’s been largely healthy, although Erik 
Karlsson’s early exit Saturday means that may have changed. More 
importantly, the one thing they absolutely needed was better goaltending, 
and that’s not happening. So for now, let’s agree that the Sharks are bad, 
but with the understanding that we may need to adjust our view quickly if 
they look like a different team on home ice. They didn’t on Saturday, 
losing to the Knights to make them the only team in our bottom five to 
have lost their most recent game. 

3. Los Angeles Kings (4-6-3, -3) – They snapped a five-game losing 
streak by thumping those road-weary Sharks, then capitalized on that 
momentum by immediately getting five days off. They’ll be back 
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tomorrow against the Wild before playing four straight against the Blues 
and Coyotes. 

2. Detroit Red Wings (4-10-2, -18) – The big news around the Red Wings 
this week is apparently we’re doing the draft lottery argument again. 

Pierre LeBrun broke the news that the league is considering changes to 
the lottery system, largely because GMs are concerned that truly bad 
teams like the Red Wings are dropping too many spots based on the 
random whims of ping pong balls. There doesn’t seem to be a consensus 
on what will change, if anything, but it sounds like we’ll probably at least 
end with tweaked odds that give the last-place teams a better shot at 
holding their spots. 

You know where I stand on this one – I’ve been banging the drum for the 
Gold Plan for years. That’s the brilliant idea that would see draft order 
determined by how many points each team earns after they’re officially 
eliminated from the playoffs. Bad teams still have an advantage, because 
they’re eliminated earlier and get a head start. Good teams that just miss 
the playoffs would basically have no chance at all. But you’d have to earn 
you spot by winning down the stretch, giving your fans something to 
cheer for and eliminating the incentive to lose as often as possible, 
turning late-season games featuring bad teams from a joke into crucial 
viewing. Imagine watching that race develop late in the season, and 
maybe even the occasional final-weekend game where the top pick will 
go to the winner. It would be amazing. 

But until then, we get to argue over lottery odds, and whether it’s fair that 
teams like 2017 Flyers, 2018 Hurricanes and 2019 Blackhawks should 
be able to jump way up the list based on a long shot lottery win at the 
expense of truly bad teams like the Red Wings. It’s a very NHL sort of 
problem: They create a system that makes certain things possible, those 
certain things eventually come to pass in exactly the way that they 
inevitably would, and the league then freaks out and insists that was 
never supposed to happen and we need to change everything. 

Your view on how it should all work is probably almost entirely dependent 
on which team you cheer for – weird how it always works out that way – 
but let’s all agree on a few things. First, if the NHL is going to change the 
system for this year, they should do it quickly before it becomes too 
obvious which teams they’d be helping and which they’d be hurting. And 
second, NHL GMs should not be in charge of making these decisions. 
Just like the players don’t get to get together before a game and decide 
on what the rules should be, it’s ridiculous that the NHL expects its GMs 
to have the sport’s best interest at heart instead of their own. They don’t, 
and that’s why we’re stuck with the loser point and fake injury reports and 
endless grandstanding over incredibly minor rule changes. 

A league with real leadership would have somebody walk into the room, 
tell the GMs to stop complaining, and lay out a plan for making this 
league as entertaining as it could be. The NHL gives us 32 guys arguing 
over percentage-point gift baskets for the worst teams in the league. It is 
what it is. 

1. Ottawa Senators (3-12-1, -30) – The Senators had a busy day on 
Saturday, picking up a rare win and new player. Well, an old player, as 
Ryan Dzingel returns (after a 14-day quarantine) to the team where he 
had his best seasons. Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette head to 
Carolina, as the Senators pull the chute on a couple of offseason 
additions that weren’t working. Derek Stepan might be next 

Not ranked: Nashville Predators – It’s been a rough start for a team that’s 
built to win right now, but just doesn’t seem to have the pieces. Roman 
Josi and Ryan Ellis have been OK and Filip Forsberg is scoring, but other 
than that, most of the key talent isn’t performing. Juuse Saros has been 
bad, pushing Pekka Rinne back into part-time starting duty even though 
he’s only been marginally better. There’s no Eeli Tolvanen miracle 
impact. And while David Poile has never been afraid to deal, there’s not a 
ton of room to maneuver here. The Predators just kind of are what they 
are. And what they are, so far, is pretty bad. 

But how bad? Dom’s model has them hovering just about 10 percent in 
terms of playoff odds. Our staff-wide power rankings are a little more 

optimistic, keeping the Predators out of the bottom 10, if only barely. 
Adam doesn’t think it’s a coaching problem, which removes one potential 
quick fix. 

If you wanted to be an optimist, you could point out that their early 
schedule has been tough, with seven games against the division’s big 
three of Tampa, Dallas and Carolina. They’re 0-7 in those, and 6-2 
against everyone else. But considering those are the teams that you 
have to beat to get anywhere in the Central, I’m not sure it’s much 
comfort to Nashville fans. “We’re fine as long as we’re playing the other 
also-rans” isn’t really a rallying cry, you know? 

For now, it’s two more against the Stars tonight and tomorrow, but then 
comes six straight against the Red Wings and Blue Jackets. Maybe that 
can be the start of the turnaround. Or maybe it will be the final push into 
bottom five status. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' stunning loss to Senators a chance to prove 
mental fortitude 

 

Chris Johnston 

February 16, 2021, 12:48 AM 

 

TORONTO — Even from their fresh perch atop the NHL standings, they 
can’t escape the tired old questions. 

Have these Toronto Maple Leafs truly changed their spots? 

Through 15 and two-thirds games of this shortened season, it was 
impossible to conclude anything other than they had based on the 
mountain of consistent, committed play. And then the last-place Ottawa 
Senators triggered an avalanche by turning a 5-1 deficit into Monday’s 6-
5 overtime victory and the old doubts surfaced anew. 

How could they not? 

Ottawa entered the game eight wins and 16 points behind Toronto after 
just one month of the season. And in the entire 28-year history of the 
Senators franchise they had never won a game in which they trailed by 
four goals. Their lifetime record now stands at 1-237-3 in those 
situations. 

“Just a couple careless plays and they were able to capitalize,” said 
Auston Matthews, who wasn’t responsible for any of them. “I think that’s 
a team that’s just not going to go away, they work hard the whole game. 
It doesn’t matter what the score is, they’re going to keep coming after you 
wave after wave. We’ve got to play their game. 

“I think we just got a little lackadaisical and I think they challenged us and 
we didn’t really respond when they did get those chances. 

“We definitely blew this one, for sure.” 

It happened in almost comical fashion, depending on your sense of 
humour and where your Battle of Ontario allegiances lie. 

Remaining Time -1:31 

Keefe preparing for another tough matchup against Senators 

Ottawa roared back with a 4-on-5 goal by Nick Paul, a 5-on-5 goal where 
Artyom Zub jumped out of the penalty box and was sprung for a 
breakaway, a 5-on-5 goal from Connor Brown just as a Senators power 
play was expiring, a 6-on-5 goal from Evgenii Dadonov with goaltender 
Marcus Hogberg on the bench and then won it on Dadonov’s 3-on-3 
overtime breakaway. 
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What this was not, it should be noted, was a case where the Leafs went 
completely into a shell and tried to meekly nurse home a big lead. They 
actually outshot Ottawa 12-10 in a third period that started with them 
ahead 5-2 and ended with a brief intermission before overtime. 

Yeah, it was a strange night. 

“How we were playing was just discouraging and definitely a step back 
for us,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. “Whether we won the game 
today or not, I mean I said after the second period it’s as bad as I’ve felt 
about a 5-2 lead probably that I’ve ever had. We had a talk as a team 
about cleaning things up for the third period. 

“I thought we were in the right frame of mind. I actually didn’t mind our 
third period in terms of how we played at even strength, but you give up a 
short-handed goal and then you give up a four-minute power play with a 
careless high-stick, it gives them a chance to stay in the game.” 

How Senators beat the odds and refused to quit against Maple Leafs 

There’ve been some puck management issues creeping into the team’s 
game, according to Keefe, which certainly didn’t help matters while 
squandering a third-period lead and losing 2-1 to the Montreal Canadiens 
on Saturday night. 

Among the areas of emphasis he’s stressed recently with his players is 
situational awareness — understanding what play and what amount of 
risk should be taken on depending where exactly the game is at. 

In light of that and the Senators comeback that followed, it made a 
defensive zone turnover by captain John Tavares even more painful. He 
coughed up the puck to Austin Watson and saw Paul score short-handed 
with nine seconds to play in the middle period to make it 5-2. 

The Leafs were on that same power play in the first minute of the third 
when Joe Thornton’s attempted pass to Travis Boyd in the slot was 
tipped away by Brown and fed up to Zub as he exited the penalty box. 

Remaining Time -1:34 

Keefe points out carelessness in Maple Leafs OT loss to Senators 

Still, it was only 5-3 after his first NHL goal. 

But Zach Hyman soon took a double-minor for high-sticking Thomas 
Chabot and Brown got it back to 5-4 as the penalty ended. It didn’t help 
that penalty killer Jimmy Vesey was in the process of retrieving a new 
stick from the bench after his was broken. 

Dadonov displayed lovely hand-eye by batting the tying goal out of the air 
with a backhand and actually blocked a Morgan Rielly shot that appeared 
destined to secure a Leafs victory in overtime moments before beating 
Frederik Andersen himself. 

“Credit to them: They were resilient, they stayed right with it,” Keefe said 
of the Senators. “But everything they got today we gave them.” 

What it does to their psyche is of most interest now. 

The Leafs actually increased their North Division lead with the loser point 
and still have a strong 11-3-2 record, so there’s no pressure to be found 
there. But they have also been building towards becoming a team that 
can lock things down and the Sens smashed right through the gates. 

“New day tomorrow,” said Thornton, signed in part to help calm the 
choppy waters beside Lake Ontario. 

“We’re playing so much. You’ve got to have a short memory, I think, in 
this league and especially this season with the games that just come 
back to back to back on you,” added Matthews. “I mean we’ve got these 
guys two more times this week. 

“We’ll be ready on Wednesday.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Bubble Boys line provides boost after Backlund 
injury 

 

Eric Francis 

February 16, 2021, 2:27 AM 

 

The Calgary Flames’ Bubble Boys are back. 

Reunited for the first time since they dominated as the Flames' best line 
in last summer’s playoffs, Milan Lucic, Dillon Dube and Sam Bennett 
turned yet another slow start around with energy and a pair of goals that 
changed the game’s complexion. 

Thrust together due to an injury to Mikael Backlund that prompted 
changes to all four lines, the trio gave the Flames a spark late in a first 
period that they trailed 2-0. 

With the team reeling from having to try to kill four penalties in the period, 
Lucic’s goal with 25 seconds left in the frame kickstarted a three-goal 
spree that put the team in control until the game’s final minute. 

“I thought they played an integral part in getting us going tonight,” said 
coach Geoff Ward following the team’s 4-3 win, capped by Johnny 
Gaudreau’s overtime blast. 

“Putting them back together was a real good thing for our team in terms 
of what they brought -- exactly the same energy as the bubble. I thought 
they were excellent all night. They had some heavy shifts, two goals and 
really turned the game around for us after we had to kill all the penalties.” 

Lucic’s fourth of the year came on a delayed penalty, punctuating the 
team’s first heavy, dominant shift of the game. Just prior to that the 
Flames had more penalties (four) than shots on goal (three) as part of 
the team’s troubling trend of first period face plants. 

From there they flourished. 

Elias Lindholm tied the game midway through the second before Dube 
got his stick in between Nate Schmidt’s Steve Smith imitation, which saw 
an ill-advised pass attempt up the middle bounce in off the back of goalie 
Thatcher Demko’s pad. 

It was another in a series of fortuitous bounces for a Flames club that has 
used every one of them to win four of their last five, despite several 
horrific stretches. 

The Canucks threatened to ruin the good vibes the Flames flew home 
with Monday night with a shorthanded goal from Brock Boeser while the 
goalie was pulled and only 30.2 seconds remained in regulation. 

However, Gaudreau one-timed a great pass from Sean Monahan past 
Demko early in overtime for the team’s first successful power play 
conversion in four tries. His 10th goal of the season came on his seventh 
shot of the night. 

“Great pass by Monny, he sold the shot,” said Gaudreau, whose club 
gets its fourth-straight shot at the Canucks Wednesday in Calgary. 

“The goalie kind of was slow to get over and I finished it into an empty 
net. We’re very capable of playing a solid, 60-minute game. Obviously, 
Saturday wasn’t the team we know we are. I thought we played a really 
good, strong second and third period. We found a way to win in overtime 
and come out of here with four of six points.” 

The overtime goal was challenged as being offside but was allowed to 
stand thanks to the new rule this year allowing a player to remain onside 
of their skate is off the ice but about the blue line. 

Surrendering the first goal for the ninth time this season, it marked the 
fourth time the Flames have overcome an early deficit -- something they 
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couldn’t do Saturday when the Canucks embarrassed the Flames, out-
shooting them 46-19 in a 3-1 win. 

“That was the response we were looking for after the last game,” said 
Rasmus Andersson, who set up the Flames’ first two goals with perfect 
passes. 

“To get one with 25 seconds left in the period was obviously a 
momentum shift and in the second and third period I thought we played 
really well.” 

It was an interesting evening for Andersson and the bulk of a defensive 
group that held tight despite two new pairings. Andersson was stripped of 
power play duties and asked to simplify his game alongside Connor 
Mackey, whose second NHL game featured three penalties and his first 
NHL assist. 

For the first time this year Juuso Valimaki was handed the keys to the 
power play and he ended up playing almost twice as many minutes with 
the extra man (3:50) than his new playing partner, Mark Giordano (2:23), 
did. 

As a group they did well to limit the number of shots on Jacob Markstrom 
to 33 despite having to try to kill six power plays, including a 5-on-3 that 
saw the Canucks score to make it 2-0 late in the first. 

“Once we found our game we played really well," said Dube. 

It just took a while. 

Again. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers must improve team defence to have success with 
Smith, Koskinen 

 

Mark Spector 

February 16, 2021, 1:05 AM 

 

EDMONTON — The knee-jerk play is to blame the goalies. The other 
guys got more saves than us, so it must be about goaltending. 

Connor Hellebuyck faced 45 shots and let in five, while the one-two 
punch of Mike Smith (pulled after four goals on 11 shots) and Mikko 
Koskinen faced 24 shots and let in six. 

So, there are two ways to go here: An Oilers fan can lament the fact they 
don’t have a Vezina calibre goalie, as the Winnipeg Jets do. Or, they can 
ask how a team that shut out the Montreal Canadiens 3-0 on the road 
last week -- barely giving up five decent scoring chances the entire game 
-- can come out the next game and put on a defensive display like the 
one the Oilers did on Monday at home? 

“Anytime you give up six, it’s obviously not a great night,” said 
defenceman Tyson Barrie. “We left Smitty out to dry there early and we 
tried to claw back, but it was just not a good enough defensive game 
from us, and we just made some mistakes that cost us.” 

Look, this was a wildly entertaining game. And no one disputes the fact 
that Hellebuyck stole more goals away from the Oilers than vice versa. 

In Smith and Koskinen, the Oilers have enough goaltending to support a 
good defensive effort. What they don’t have, most of the time, is a goalie 
who can flat out steal a game when Edmonton gets out-chanced -- the 
way Hellebuyck did for his Jets on Monday. 

So, here are your options, Oilers fan: Stand around and wait until you 
can get your hands on a vastly superior goalie -- something GM Ken 

Holland should have his eyes open for at all times, but something that 
may not happen for months or years. 

Or, ask your team to play better in front of the goalies you have. 

“You make some mistakes and they end up in the back of our net, so 
you’re chasing the game,” lamented head coach Dave Tippett. “The 
disappointing thing about that is, we got ourselves back in the game, 
then we gave it away again.” 

Sometimes teams can salvage one of these games with a strong third 
period. Not Edmonton. Not on this wide open, firewagon night. 

Tippett was talking about Dominik Kahun, who made the last significant 
defensive error in this game, after the Oilers had clawed back to make it 
5-5. Just past the six-minute mark of the third period, he coughed a puck 
up at his own blue line, the kind of error that can’t be made in the third 
period of a tied game. 

It doesn’t matter whether the score is 1-1 or 5-5 -- those mistakes lose 
you games. And despite everything that went on before his gaffe, the 
score was tied in the third period. That mistake cost Edmonton this game 
-- don’t at me. 

“We tied it up and we just gave it right back to them,” Barrie said. “We 
gave up six goals and you’re not going to win many games when you 
give up six. That’s got to be our focus. We want to be a fun team to 
watch an exciting team and score some goals, but we also want to be 
able to lock it down.” 

Koskinen let in two goals, both close-in deflections as the Oilers defence 
was manhandled down low. If you’re blaming the goalies for tips in the 
slot, then we can’t help you. 

On the last one, Blake Wheeler was left untouched by young Evan 
Bouchard as he tipped home the winner past a chanceless Koskinen. It’s 
a learning curve with a good young defenceman like Bouchard, but if you 
want to play a rookie defenceman, then you’re going to have to stomach 
goals like this one. 

The whole play left a foul taste in Tippett’s mouth. 

“We turned the puck over at the defensive blue line, when it should have 
come out. and then we didn’t defend very well in front of the net,” he said. 
“It wasn’t a lull. We made two mistakes and it was in the back of our net.” 

In the morning, Leon Draisaitl spoke about why he has improved his 
defensive game: 

“Because we weren’t winning the last couple of years,” he said. “Clearly, 
something needed to change.” 

Draisaitl gets it. Eventually, his teammates will too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks lose valuable point as glaring mistakes prove 
costly vs. Flames 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

February 16, 2021, 2:14 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – With a deficit in the standings and a lead in the game, 
the Vancouver Canucks’ late rally Monday still felt more like two points 
lost than one gained. 

After Brock Boeser forced overtime for the Canucks with a post-and-in 
wrist shot through traffic that tied the game with 30.2 seconds remaining 
in regulation time, Johnny Gaudreau’s sharp-angle one-timer on a four-
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on-three power play 23 seconds into OT gave the Calgary Flames a 4-3 
win at Rogers Arena. 

The point was still important for the Canucks’ confidence. They outplayed 
their opposition for a fourth straight game, but have only one win over 
that span and badly needed something to show for Monday’s effort. 

Home of the Canucks 

But the six-game losing streak that ended Saturday against the Flames 
has left the Canucks will little margin for error in the National Hockey 
League’s North Division, and a couple of glaring mistakes with the puck 
kept them from taking both points on Monday. 

Instead, the Flames crept a point farther ahead. 

“I think we’re happy we had the pushback and got it to the overtime,” 
Canucks captain Bo Horvat said. “Obviously, it sucks not getting that 
extra point. In my opinion, it shouldn’t have gotten to overtime in the first 
place. 

“Tonight, again, I thought we carried the play the majority of the game 
and tested Marky pretty well. But we made a couple of mistakes and they 
capitalized on it. We’ve just got to tighten it up even more. We’re going in 
the right direction, but we have to be just that touch better.” 

Former Vancouver goalie Jacob Markstrom, who had looked 
untouchanble against his old team until it beat his new one 3-1 on 
Saturday, was beaten by Boeser on the tying goal as the Canucks played 
shorthanded but with their netminder on the bench for another skater. 

It was the only shot to beat Markstrom over the final 45 minutes. 

But the Canucks’ real missed opportunity was in the first period when 
they had four straight power plays near the start of the game. It felt like 
Vancouver might win the game then, and it was halfway there with a 2-0 
lead after 15 minutes. 

But Vancouver’s fourth line began a defensive-zone shift with 1:17 left in 
the opening period, couldn’t get out of its end and surrendered a key goal 
to Calgary with 25 seconds remaining. 

Several times this season the Canucks have allowed goals in the final 
minute, changing momentum. 

Milan Lucic’s goal from the slot – he was left unchecked by Jay Beagle 
after Jake Virtanen had the best chance to clear the zone but failed – got 
the Flames back in it and Calgary scored two more in the second to seize 
the lead. 

Horvat turned the puck over by shorting his pass to Quinn Hughes on a 
three-on-two rush, and on the Flames’ counter-attack, Elias Lindholm 
wristed a 25-footer past goalie Thatcher Demko to make it 2-2 at 10:40. 

“It was just a pass that should have been harder,” Horvat said. “It was 
just a little miscommunication between Huggy and I. Ultimately, I’ve just 
got to move that over to him quicker.” 

That miscommunication was nothing compared to what came next for the 
Canucks. 

Calgary took the lead five minutes later when Vancouver defenceman 
Nate Schmidt went Steve Smith by trying to pass in front of his 
goalmouth from behind the red line. 

Dillon Dube got his stick on Schmidt’s pass, which ricocheted into an 
unsuspecting Demko, who was scrambling back into his net after giving 
the puck to Schmidt. With the puck somewhere in his feet, Demko 
sprawled trying to find it and knocked it into his own net at 15:51. 

Schmidt said a few days ago he’d never experienced in his NHL career 
the bad luck he suffered last week when, in consecutive games, he 
kicked the puck on to an opponent’s stick on one goal and had a double-
deflection bounce off him into his net for an own goal. Hopefully, bad 
things only come in threes because Monday’s mishap was the worst yet. 

Still, the Canucks pushed back, outshooting the Flames 16-6 in the third 
period. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

After breaking through against Markstrom on Saturday, the Canucks 
appeared to still have that momentum two days later. Tanner Pearson’s 
deflection of Hughes’ shot opened scoring at 3:52 of the first period, and 
Horvat doubled the lead during a two-man advantage at 14:44, scoring 
from the low slot after being teed up by Boeser’s quick relay from J.T. 
Miller. 

But that was the only goal the first-unit power play produced on seven 
chances. After building the fourth-best power play in the league last 
season at 24.2 per cent, the Canucks are 20th through 19 games in 2021 
at 17.4 per cent. 

“There's been games where I've said that I think they've been good and 
they just haven't scored,” Canucks coach Travis Green said. “I didn't 
think they were very good tonight. I just didn't think they were sharp. 
Passing wasn't sharp, they were on the outside. When you get an in mini-
series like this, teams do make adjustments as the series goes on and 
their penalty killers to did a good job tonight. But I thought our power play 
could have been better. You're not always going to score, but sometimes 
momentum is gained and lost with a power play.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The Canucks failed on two third-period power plays before tying the 
game with their goalie out and Hughes in the penalty box. 

“(Playing) .500 isn’t going to cut it,” Pearson said. “Every game is kind of 
a four-point game. . . playing everyone in your division. There’s no 
outside help; it’s all on yourself. We’ve got to keep getting points here 
and start stringing some (wins) together.” 

The Canucks and Flames end their four-game series Wednesday in 
Calgary. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Canadiens made complex decisions of scratching 
Tatar, waiving Byron 

 

Eric Engels 

February 15, 2021, 5:30 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- In one respect, the term “salary cap gymnastics” is 
perfectly apt, as it gets to the heart of how much more active NHL teams 
have to be this year in complying with an upper limit that didn’t budge this 
past off-season and in managing and movement between their active 
rosters, their new taxi squads and their AHL affiliates. 

But “gymnastics” does imply something exciting is happening here, and 
we can all agree that moves related to short- and long-term cap 
considerations, waiver implications and performance bonus overage 
cushions don’t bring anyone to the edge of their seat like a Simone Biles 
floor exercise would. 

The thing is, understanding some of this stuff -- as boring as it may be -- 
is key in trying to understand why the Montreal Canadiens parked their 
leading scorer from last season in the press box for Saturday’s 2-1 win 
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over the Toronto Maple Leafs and waived an alternate captain on 
Sunday. 

Of course, those aren’t the only reasons Tomas Tatar was made a 
healthy scratch against Toronto and Paul Byron was placed on waivers 
17 hours later. 

“We expect more from Tomas,” said Canadiens general manager Marc 
Bergevin on Monday before adding this on Byron, who cleared waivers at 
noon: “I want more from him.” 

That’s perfectly understandable given the depth of this year’s team. Tatar 
has been inconsistent in his attention to detail and Byron is going on 14 
games without scoring a goal. 

But the long-term cap situation -- the fact that the upper limit didn’t rise 
prior to this season, won’t rise before next season, and likely won’t rise 
for a couple more seasons beyond that in Bergevin’s estimation -- is a 
factor in how Tatar was dealt with. And both long- and short-term cap 
considerations have as much, if not more, to do with Byron’s situation as 
his (lack of) production. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Let’s start with the 31-year-old Ottawa native. In the short term, the 
Canadiens are up against that upper limit and incentivized to bank as 
much cap space as they can to a) accrue enough to potentially make 
additions prior to the trade deadline and b) save enough to pay out 
performance bonuses that could be reached by players on entry-level 
contracts (Nick Suzuki, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jake Evans and Alexander 
Romanov), and waiving Byron helps them do that more than some of the 
other things they’ve already done to bank space. 

If the Canadiens don’t accrue enough space for those bonuses and those 
bonuses are reached, the money owed carries over to next year’s cap, 
and that would be problematic for them since they already have limited 
space to fill out the rest of next year’s roster. 

In moving Byron to the taxi squad, the Canadiens will save $9,267 on the 
cap for every day he’s not on their active roster. That is the prorated 
amount per day the Canadiens save on any player making over $1.075 
million per season moving to the taxi squad or the AHL. Right now, it 
makes the most sense for them to move Byron to the taxi squad over 
say, Corey Perry, whose $750,000 contract would amount to close to 
$3,000 less in daily savings -- especially while they’re idle until Saturday. 

In prior years, with the cap consistently rising, the Canadiens probably 
would have been too concerned to lose Byron on waivers to expose him -
- surely a less deep team (or two) would’ve been compelled to add a two-
time 20-goal scorer who kills penalties, plays wing and centre and is 
capable of moonlighting as a top-six forward for only $3.4 million per 
season. But after seeing several other good players pass through 
waivers unclaimed over the last few weeks, Bergevin felt the risk of 
losing Byron, who’s under contract through 2023, was minimal at this 
point. 

“It’s a new reality of the NHL for teams and players,” said Bergevin. “I 
think we’re going to see more and more players go through waivers 
because of that reason, with the flat cap and teams being so close to it 
knowing the cap won’t rise over the coming years.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Another thing teams will do -- and this relates to Tatar as much as it does 
Byron -- is make space for younger players. The Canadiens are no 
exception. 

“We have players who will reach their term -- Nick Suzuki, KK, Romanov 
-- they’re young players who we’ll eventually need contracts,” said 
Bergevin. “KK’s up next year, Nick and Romy in two years… with a cap 
we know won’t move for two seasons, but probably for more as well, we 
have to be careful. There’s a trickle effect that affects other players. So, 
it’s going to be very important for us to manage our cap, and it’s also 
going to be important for us to get young players into our roster to 
replace players we can’t keep.” 

The Canadiens didn’t scratch Tatar because of this, but scratching him 
was indicative of where he lands in that calculation. 

The 30-year-old led the Canadiens with 22 goals and 61 points in 68 
games last season. He has four goals and eight points in 14 games this 
season, and even if Bergevin said the details that allow him to score 
goals have been lacking, that’s something they might have addressed 
with Tatar through conversation rather than action if his future with the 
team was secure beyond this season. 

Bergevin saying on Monday that 2019 first-rounder Cole Caufield will be 
a pro by next season all but certainly removed whatever little hope there 
was of Tatar returning. The kid will be given a chance to earn a scorer’s 
spot on the Canadiens, and with other players needing to be 
compensated and the club deep on the wings, it’s almost sure to be the 
one Tatar is currently occupying. 

Meanwhile, Tatar isn’t going anywhere just yet, and while he’s playing for 
a new contract, the Canadiens felt scratching him was a way to ensure 
he plays for more than just that; that he remains committed (in every 
aspect of his play) to the team’s cause. 

Not that it was an easy call for Bergevin, who cares as much for Tatar as 
he does Byron, whom he made an official member of the leadership 
group in the fall of 2018. 

But as he said, “Those are things that I have to think about, and those 
are business decisions.” 

They’re as complex as pulling off a triple-twisting double-back flip, even if 
they’re not as exciting. 
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Sportsnet.ca / For Draisaitl, defensive growth a source of pride and key 
to Oilers winning 

 

Mark Spector 

February 15, 2021, 5:10 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Why did Leon Draisaitl arrive in Edmonton with a new 
attitude towards his defensive game this season? 

“Because we weren’t winning the last couple of years,” he said, typically 
boiling a long question into a short, concise answer. “Clearly, something 
needed to change.” 

That’s why the reigning Art Ross and Hart Trophy winner is suddenly 
hearing his name whispered in Selke Award talk for the first time. He’s 
drilled down on the defensive side of the game. The result: His faceoffs 
are five per cent better than the past two seasons, at 56.41 per cent 
through 16 games, he’s a team-high plus-11, and his fancy stats are 
following suit, as one of the NHL’s top offensive players aims to show he 
can be just as good on the other side of the puck. 

“I kind of took that upon myself as something that is important to me. I 
take huge pride in defending, taking faceoffs, that kind of stuff,” said 
Draisaitl, whose Oilers get the Winnipeg Jets at Rogers Place tonight at 7 
p.m.. “Our team needs that from every single player, and I think maybe 
that’s been lacking from my side a little bit the last couple of years. 

“I wanted to make sure that’s not going to be the case this year.” 

Label it a cliché, or call it whatever you want. Hockey history is littered 
with great offensive players who realized that just showing up and piling 
up points isn’t enough. Mike Modano, Sidney Crosby, Steve Yzerman, 
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now Draisaitl and Connor McDavid, who has also posted better defensive 
stats than any other time in his career. 

It’s simply Draisaitl and McDavid’s turn to come to that same realization. 
Because both have had their fill of losing. 

“It’s just maturity, right? Maturity in many forms, from a leadership 
standpoint and leading by example,” said centre Kyle Turris. “Then 
there’s also just wanting to win. You have to be a balanced team, a 
strong defensive team — whether it’s full lockdown … or whether you 
don’t want to let the other team set up in your zone — you want to get out 
as fast as possible. 

“I think it just comes with maturity. You’re seeing them mature.” 

Head coach Dave Tippett says his top two centremen were better 
defensively in seasons past than we give them credit for. But he sees a 
renewed focus as well. 

“They’ve come back with a real intent on, not just themselves, but our 
whole team being better defensively,” Tippett said. “They take the lead 
role offensively, but they also understand you have to play a 200-foot 
game. They’ve both come back with a mindset to help our team win — 
whether it’s offensively or defensively.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Lining ‘em up 

Here’s a look at the lines, as the Jets and Oilers find themselves 
separated by one point in the standings with the Jets having two games 
in hand. 

Jesse Puljujarvi is back in for Edmonton after being on the NHL's COVID-
19 Protocol List, and Mike Smith gets his second straight start in goal. 

Nugent-Hopkins, McDavid, Puljujarvi 

Kahun, Draisaitl, Yamamoto 

Ennis, Khaira, Archibald 

Shore, Turris, Chiasson 

Nurse, Barrie 

Lagesson, Larsson 

Koekkoek, Bouchard 

Smith 

On the Jets side, Harkins draws in at 4C, Tucker Poolman gets his third 
straight game in on the blue line, and they’ll go with Connor Hellebuyck in 
goal against an Oilers team that split a two-game series in Winnipeg in 
late January. 

Copp, Scheifele, Wheeler 

Connor, Stastny, Ehlers 

Perreault, Lowry, Appleton 

Vesalainen, Harkins, Lewis 

Morrissey, Poolman 

Forbort, Pionk 

Beaulieu, DeMelo 

Hellebuyck 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Left-shot Caleb Jones was supposed to be an important part of 
Edmonton’s blue-line this season, especially with lefty Oscar Klefbom 
lost to injury. Well, the best laid plans… 

Jones played the first three games of the season, sat out for four, got 
another look in Games 8-11, and has been a healthy scratch for five 
straight. He’ll watch No. 6 in a suit tonight. 

Jones earned just one assist in his seven games, and more importantly 
did not impress when used on the penalty kill. Now, with the mix of 
defencemen at Tippett’s disposal, that last spot on the left side has 
become labelled for a penalty killer. That’s why Slater Koekkoek gets the 
nod ahead of the 23-year-old Jones again tonight. 

“We’re looking for a certain mix of players who play different roles in the 
game,” began Tippett, “and with (Ethan) Bear out we need an extra 
penalty killer in there. That’s probably taken away Jones’ opportunity a 
little bit. We’re trying to balance it.” 

Bear is very close to playing, and he’s another guy who steps into the 
lineup ahead of Jones. 

Meanwhile, it must make Tippett wish he was back coaching in Arizona, 
where every local doesn’t see themselves as a Level 5 coach, the way 
do in Edmonton. 

“Two weeks ago everyone was screaming for (Evan) Bouchard to play. 
Now Bouchard is playing and everyone is screaming for Jones to play,” 
Tippett said. “When you nine defencemen... somebody has got to sit out. 
You’re trying to find the best mix for that certain night. 

“Between roles, matchup, how many young players you have in there, 
how your ‘D’ meshes... There are a lot of factors. The last little while 
we’ve played pretty well, so we’re sticking close to what we have.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs look to up physicality against hit-happy Sens 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on 
Monday morning. The Ottawa Senators held a full skate.  

The Leafs got outhit 46-16 by the Canadiens on Saturday night and 
seemed to wear down as the game progressed. They’re looking to assert 
themselves a bit more tonight against the Senators.  

"We have to do a better job actually being physical and getting on the 
body," said defenceman Jake Muzzin, who leads the team in hits. 
"Sometimes we like to shy away from it, but I think tonight we're going to 
be in a battle. They're a pretty physical team and we're going to have to 
be a more physical team as well." 

Ottawa is third in the National Hockey League in hits per 60 minutes 
behind only Montreal and Pittsburgh. Toronto ranks 27th, which is 
actually up from 29th last season.  

"Our identity is checking the right way," said Senators winger Connor 
Brown. "It's not always throwing the biggest hit, but making sure you're in 
the right spots and checking hard. We're a strong team." 

"We probably won't be the most physical team," said Leafs centre Alex 
Kerfoot, "but we can ramp it up a little bit finishing checks, getting in on 
the forecheck and making us a little tougher to play against." 

Being tougher to play against has been a focus since Day 1 of Leafs 
training camp.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 16, 2021 

 

"When the puck is there, and there's an opportunity for us to establish an 
advantage in that play, we've got to use our body physically," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "I think we've seen some growth in that area."  

Keefe pointed out that some of his players aren’t naturally physical, but 
do a good job winning puck battles with their stick.   

"Then we have some other guys throughout our lineup that [physicality] 
absolutely has to be part of who they are, and we need to have some 
growth in that regard,” he said. “I think at different times we have, but 
we're still looking for more consistency there." 

Leafs plan to be more physical against hit-happy Sens 

After dealing with a hard-hitting affair in their loss Saturday against 
Montreal, the Maple Leafs are expecting no less from the Sens tonight, 
and understand that they have to increase their physicality overall. 

The Senators split the first two games against the Leafs this season 
playing their rivals tight in Ottawa.  

"We played hard," said winger Nick Paul, who had a goal and an assist in 
the games against Toronto. "We were skating hard. We were hitting hard. 
Forechecking. We stayed tight. Played really well as a team. If we keep 
that going tonight we'll have some success." 

"Physically, in terms of their structure and trying to get to the net, two of 
the hardest games that we've played this season," Keefe recalled. "I 
know that they haven't gotten the results and they haven't gotten great 
luck with scoring and goaltending and stuff like that, but there's no easy 
shifts. These guys play hard. They play together as a team. They block 
shots. They're physical on everything. They protect their net well and 
they don't beat themselves." 

The return of Joe Thornton should provide a spark for the Leafs, who are 
coming off their first regulation loss since the forward fractured a rib on 
Jan. 20.  

"He brings a lot of energy and experience," said Muzzin. "When you get a 
guy like that back in the lineup, guys are excited to go." 

Thornton will be reunited with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner on the 
top line, but his impact will be felt throughout the team.  

"It's immeasurable, really," said Kerfoot. "The life he brings to the group 
is really fun. We're all going to enjoy having him around again ... He's 
always kind of the loudest guy in the room, but in the best way possible." 

Thornton brings ‘immeasurable' value to Leafs lineup 

After missing the last 10 games with a fractured rib, Joe Thornton will 
draw back into the Maple Leafs lineup tonight as they host the Senators 
on TSN. With his return, Thornton's teammates couldn't keep from 
gushing about how important his presence is on and off the ice. 

The Senators only have three wins, but they’re coming off an emotional 
last-minute victory in Winnipeg on Saturday afternoon.  

"It's a big time identity builder," said Brown. "We're starting to figure out 
how we're going to win and it's by playing the right way. As we get older 
and these young kids get older and they start scoring more and more, 
we'll be able to fill the net a little more. But it starts from defence out." 

Game management has been an issue for the team at times with close 
games getting away from them.  

"We'll have a good first period where we're doing things right and we get 
a little antsy because we haven't scored yet," Brown admitted. "We got to 
play in our structure and take advantage of our chances and we'll be in it 
every night." 

Young Sens beginning to realize their identity 

Seeing what it has taken to earn their wins this season, the Sens have 
begun to realize that their identity centres around a strong physical 
presence, and a defence first mentality. 

After a tough start to the season, Ottawa has stabilized things on the 
penalty kill, which is ranked 24th in the league.  

"We're winning some draws to start off," noted coach D.J. Smith. "We 
were 28 per cent in the right-side circle. You have to win face-offs and 
get a clear. If you do that your chance of killing the penalty is significantly 
higher. And we've got some saves. I don’t think it’s anything crazier than 
that. We've started to build a bit of confidence, but it's tough. I mean, 
these are the best power plays in the National Hockey League. All six 
teams on our side have high-end power plays and high-end skill." 

The Senators have killed off 15 of 17 penalties over the past seven 
games.  

"We changed some things systematically that play to our strengths as a 
group especially our forward group being able to go get them," Brown 
revealed. "A little more pressure." 

Out since sustaining a leg injury on Jan. 24 in Calgary, Jack Campbell 
was spotted on the ice working with Leafs goalie coach Steve Briere 
before the morning skate.  

"He's on the ice and in full gear and moving and all those kind of things," 
Keefe said. "I think it's just a matter of how he progresses from here. I 
don't think there's any real timeline assigned to it. From what I'm told it's 
just more getting a little bit better each day and building up. Certainly is 
more than a week out at this stage, but they're non-committal in terms of 
an actual timeline." 

Projected Leafs lines for Monday's game:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Hyman 

Engvall - Kerfoot - Mikheyev  

Vesey - Boyd - Spezza 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Dermott - Bogosian  

Andersen  

Hutchinson  

Projected Senators lines for Monday's game:  

Tkachuk - Tierney - Brown 

Paul - White - Dadonov 

Stützle - Stepan - Batherson 

Anisimov - Norris - Watson 

Chabot - Zaitsev 

Reilly - Zub 

Wolanin - Gudbranson 

Hogberg 

Daccord 
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TSN.CA / It’s been boom and bust for Quinn Hughes this season 

 

By Travis Yost 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 16, 2021 

 

 

How many players in the National Hockey League currently lead their 
team in scoring and are also dead last in goal differential? 

One. That player is 21-year-old Vancouver Canucks defenceman Quinn 
Hughes, who is off to a rather bizarre start to the 2020-21 season. 

Hughes’ offensive production looks an awful lot like his impressive rookie 
season, where he had eight goals and 45 assists in 68 games. The 
Vancouver blueliner has 18 points (two goals, 16 assists) to lead the 
Canucks in scoring through 18 games. Some of that offence has been 
supplemented by the man advantage, but Hughes is second on the team 
in even-strength scoring, trailing only forward Brock Boeser. 

Said another way: If a scoring play manifests from the Vancouver side, 
it’s likely Hughes is involved. Hughes has recorded a point on 33 per cent 
of Canucks’ goals this season, one of the highest numbers observed in 
the league for a defenceman: 

The 18 points accumulated so far put Hughes in a tie for fourth place 
league-wide, which is remarkable for a defenceman, even this early into 
the regular season. There are just three defenders who lead their team in 
scoring through Sunday’s games. That short list also includes Montreal’s 
Jeff Petry and New Jersey’s Ty Smith. 

What’s particularly unique about all of this scoring is that being on the ice 
and contributing to all of these goals hasn’t helped Hughes’ on-ice goal 
differentials in the slightest. 

Consider these two leaderboards side-by-side – one a point of pride, one 
a point of futility:   

There is basically only one way to get on both of these leaderboards at 
the same time, and Hughes has cornered that market. There are three 
components to this recipe: 

- Play on a productive power play? Check. 

- Be involved in most offensive scoring sequences across all game 
states? Check. 

- Get substandard goaltending whenever you are on the ice? Check. 

The goaltending part is the most interesting by far, if only because the 
question in the Canucks organization right now is whether the skater 
group is contributing adversely to the performance of Braden Holtby and 
Thatcher Demko, or if the two netminders have been the ones anchoring 
overall team play. 

For Hughes, that’s an important question. Though Vancouver’s team 
save percentage at even strength is quite poor (89.9, 29th in the NHL), 
it’s worse when Hughes is on the ice. The Canucks are stopping just 87.7 
per cent of shots with Hughes, which is sixth lowest among qualified 
defencemen. (The clubhouse leader, for reference, is Pittsburgh’s John 
Marino at 85.7 per cent). 

Those are woeful stop rates – the type of stop rates that would hinder the 
performance of the best players in the world. 

Remember Erik Karlsson in his final year in Ottawa? The player widely 
regarded as the best offensive defenceman of this generation – and 
maybe the best offensive defenceman ever during his prime playing 
years – was burned by shoddy goaltending in his final season with the 
Sens. Despite scoring at nearly a point-per-game pace, Karlsson finished 
the year 17 goals in the red at even strength. 

We generally do not hold an individual skater accountable for his team’s 
save percentage. There is very little repeatability in the data, and so on-
ice save percentages can be very fleeting. Think about Hughes just last 
season, a rookie who saw his goaltenders – that year including Jacob 
Markstrom and the aforementioned Demko – stop 90.5 per cent of shots 
with him on the ice, right near the league average! 

But the volatility of save percentages alone may not explain players in 
extreme circumstances. Bringing this back to Hughes in 2020-21, 

consider the shot profiles that Holtby and Demko have faced with 
Hughes on the ice. Last season, Vancouver was a shade worse than 
league average in the defensive zone with Hughes on the ice – shot 
volume wasn’t particularly high, but the shots attackers did generate 
came from dangerous areas. 

This year? Shot volume has sizably increased (+10 per cent) with 
Hughes on the ice, and those shots continue to come from the low and 
high slot area (via HockeyViz): 

Hughes is part of a broader unit responsible for the wanting defensive 
play while he’s on the ice. The luxury of being as talented as Hughes is 
means you get to play with some of the best players the organization can 
offer – this season, that means heaps of minutes with Boeser, Elias 
Pettersson, J.T. Miller, Bo Horvat, and Jordie Benn. 

This group has found their scoring touch, but they have offered little so 
far by way of tenable defensive play, and it’s compounding a bigger 
goaltending issue that, quite frankly, is keeping Vancouver outside of the 
playoff picture. 

I do expect the Canucks – and Hughes, specifically – to start getting a bit 
more defensive puck luck. The goaltenders, at some point, will start to 
make some stops. 

But if the Canucks are going to take another step forward, cleaning up 
some of the ugly early season defensive play has to be a priority. Hughes 
(and others) may have been victimized by poor play between the pipes, 
but it’s not as if they have been airtight in front. 

Until that changes, the Canucks are going to be fighting an uphill battle in 
a competitive North Division. 
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