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Here’s how the Canes’ Jordan Staal is playing since his return from COVID-19 protocol  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour often sighs 
when asked about Jordan Staal. 

How many times does he have to say it, Brind’Amour’s body 
language screams. The big center is invaluable. His 
contributions to the team don’t always show up on the score 
sheet. The Canes need his size and experience. His 
toughness. 

“I don’t know how else to say it,” Brind’Amour recently said 
on a media call. “I’ve been saying it forever.” 

And Staal wears the “C” as team captain. That says a lot, 
too, about Staal without anyone having to say it. 

Staal has played like a man possessed since returning from 
the COVID-19 protocol list in late January. He was the first of 
six Canes on the list this season, having to go through 
quarantine, and more or less blamed himself for being the 
first with COVID and a possible spreader to his teammates. 

Vincent Trocheck, another veteran center, has gained a 
better appreciation for Staal since coming to the Canes in a 
trade with the Florida Panthers a year ago.  

“He’s underrated,” Trocheck said recently. “He’s so steady. 
You notice when he’s not there. He’s such a pivotal player, 
plays in different situations, five on five, power play, penalty 
kill. He’s a great faceoff guy, takes a majority of the draws in 
the defensive zone and obviously, he’s been going in the 
offensive zone, too, this year.” 

The Carolina team captain finding the net 

Staal has been finding the net for the Canes (10-3-0). He 
scored twice Monday in a 7-3 win over the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, using his 6-4, 220-pound frame -- he’s called 
“Gronk” -- to get to the net and refusing to be dislodged. 

Late in the first period, he took a pass from Warren Foegele 
and banged it past goalie Joonas Korpisalo. Columbus 
coach John Tortorella, asked abut Korpisalo’s play after the 
game, said he “didn’t like the second goal” but the coach 
also has seen enough of Staal to know how and why he 
scored. 

Staal’s second goal came on a redirect on a third-period 
power play. Andrei Svechnikov’s shot was redirected in the 
slot by Trocheck, hit Staal and bounced past Elvis Merzlikins, 
who had replaced Korpisalo in the third. 

It was Staal’s sixth goal of the season in 11 games -- that 
after scoring eight in 68 games last season before the 
coronavirus pause, and 19 total in 118 games in 2018-19 
and last season. He has scored in each of the last three 
games and has five in his last five. 

Defensively, he has always been a load. He separates 
people from pucks. He’s winning 61.7 percent of his faceoffs.  

And although Staal has been scoring goals he has shown a 
nice touch on setup passes that have led to goals, including 
a no-looker to Sebastian Aho for a power-play goal recently 
against the Dallas Stars. 

“These plays he’s making, they’re the same plays he’s been 
making over and over for years,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re 
connecting on them right now. 

“I can’t tell you how many times I’d come back after a game 
and say, ‘How did Jordo not have three points last night?’ 
Right now, he’s getting his due. I think he’s feeling it now, 
too, with a bit of confidence. You see it in the plays he’s 
making.” 

Staal wants to help his team win 

Staal mostly shrugs it off. He has played nearly 1,000 
regular-season games in the NHL, won a Stanley Cup, 
scored big goals. He doesn’t define his play on whether he 
scores or not, only if he did the things to help his team win. 

“I’m getting some good bounces,” he said on a recent media 
call. “I felt good coming into the season. I thought I had a 
strong offseason. It’s nice to pop in a few early and get the 
confidence going. Much like a few guys on our team I’m just 
feeling confident and playing well.” 

Staal noted Brock McGinn and Nino Niederreiter have had 
strong starts, scored goals. He also noted the value of 
having Svechnikov and Foegele on his line, two young, 
aggressive wingers. 

“I’m getting the opportunity to play with some special players 
who create a lot of offense,” he said. 

As a player and former Canes captain, Brind’Amour twice 
was awarded the Selke Trophy as the NHL’s best two-way 
forward. He sees no reason why Staal shouldn’t be in the 
Selke conversation if he can continue playing at the pace 
he’s on. 

“Definitely,” Brind’Amour said.  

Enough said? 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers 

When: Wednesday, 5 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

Watch: FSCR
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These Hurricanes have the potential to be special, and Gilbert Gottfried is here to let you 
know it 

By Sara Civian 

If you think about it, most teams that win the Stanley Cup 
have at least one trademark quirk. 

It can manifest in so many ways, like a tradition created by 
the team itself, a la the 2006 Hurricanes and their bathrobes. 
It could also be a plot twist, like a young goaltender coming 
out of nowhere and changing everything, a la Jordan 
Binnington and the Blues. 

After the Hurricanes’ performance Monday evening, I’m 
starting to wonder if maybe — just maybe — the 2021 Cup 
quirk will have something to do with Gilbert Gottfried. 

The Hurricanes’ 7-3, come-from-behind victory over 
Columbus had a little bit of everything, and I have to believe 
that there’s a direct correlation between this wild win and an 
expletive-filled Cameo by the noted huge Caniac from the 
night before. 

The masterpiece first surfaced on Reddit, and the 
mastermind behind it, @krisxwishon, never thought it would 
blow up like it did on Twitter. 

“To be honest, I don’t even know if there is an origin story,” 
he told The Athletic. “I just wanted to make a funny video for 
my friends and here we are. I originally paid Mario Judah, 
because of an inside joke with some friends, but he didn’t 
record it. Knowing what I know now, Gilbert was the better 
choice for sure. Idk man, I 100 percent believe in a god and 
his name is Gilbert Gottfried.” 

The Hurricanes made sure a cardboard Gottfried was in the 
house Monday. 

After the win, the legend continued… 

This Hurricanes team and the 2006 team are almost 
opposite in terms of on-ice playing style. That Hurricanes 
team was stacked with veterans and grit when that was the 
name of the game. This Hurricanes team is hip to the new 
youth and skill movement. But there are three important 
things they seem to have in common when the now-10-3-0 
2021 group is at its best: Confidence, competitiveness and a 
little weirdness. 

“I don’t think we’re ever out of a game, and I think we’ve 
kinda proven that this year,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Monday. “It’s a short sample size, but I do feel that there’s a 
lot of confidence in this group.” 

• Many were worried about Teuvo Teravainen, who didn’t 
look like his slight-work, multi-point-night-every-night, 
homegrown-Selke-campaign self upon his return from 
COVID-19 protocol. He was held off the scoresheet in his 
first five games back from COVID-19 protocol and was 
uncharacteristically jumping around the lineup. But after a 
goal last game and a four-point effort (one goal, three 
assists, one turned over goal) Monday, it’s clear there was 

no reason to panic. Monday was a classic Teravainen clinic 
in which if you dared to blink, you might’ve missed a world-
class assist and a bar down goal 27 seconds apart. You’ll 
remember Teravainen “tweaked something” in the last game 
he played before entering COVID-19 protocol, and you’ll 
remember Teravainen was COVID-19 positive and 
symptomatic. Both of those things make for an 
understandably rusty return to play. “Today was maybe the 
first day I started to feel a little bit better,” he said Monday. “I 
haven’t felt normal after (COVID-19), I feel like. It’s been kind 
of tough. Hopefully it will get better now.” 

• Who had Brock McGinn and Jordan Staal in a heated race 
for the Rocket Richard on their 2021 Bingo card? McGinn is 
on a career pace with seven goals in eight games, and he’s 
tied with Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck for the team 
lead in goals this season. The best thing about McGinn’s tear 
is the clutch factor — minus his second goal Monday, every 
single goal he’s scored this season has either been an 
equalizer or a go-ahead. Meanwhile, Staal has scored five 
goals in his last five games, has five multipoint games this 
season, and since returning from protocol he leads the team 
with 14 points in 10 games. We all knew this season was 
going to be weird, but I guess Staal and McGinn crushing it 
makes sense in that context, right? Grit and toughness are 
more important than they have been in years for various 
reasons, condensed schedule and seeing the same teams 
the most obvious. Also, at some point we’ll have to give 
Brind’Amour credit for spreading the skill throughout the 
lineup. I’m particularly fond of the Jordan Staal-Andrei 
Svechnikov connection. “He’s going this year, you know?” 
Svechnikov told me Monday morning. “I mean, he’s always 
going. But this year, he’s a special guy. It’s so fun to play 
with him. He’s a hard worker, it’s kind of easy to play with 
him.” 

• It was a process, but the trade that sent Ryan Dzingel back 
to Ottawa is officially complete. The Canes originally got pest 
and Lightning Cup champ Cedric Paquette and Alex 
Galchenyuk in return, but it was understood Galchenyuk 
wouldn’t play for the team. He stayed in Canada, was placed 
on waivers, cleared waivers, then was acquired by the Maple 
Leafs for minor leaguers Egor Korshkov and David 
Warsofsky. Initial thoughts: 

1. The Canes needed some more experience and sandpaper 
in their lineup, and all the players saying how much they 
hated playing against Paquette is his best testimony. He 
avoided quarantining by taking the 12-hour drive from 
Toronto, jumped into the lineup and recorded five hits, 
including a momentum-shifter to Seth Jones in the second 
period. “For him to come out and be crashing and banging 
was awesome to see,” McGinn said. “Our bench loved it. 
He’s a player you want on your team.” 

2. Dzingel clearly just wasn’t cutting it for the coaching staff 
anymore, and it’s not that he’s a bad player, but you can’t 
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blame them. Concerns about goaltending aside, this lineup is 
Cup-contending caliber. For me, it was always Dzingel or 
Niederreiter, and Nino has brought the fuel and the fire this 
season. 

3. Remember this salary dump in a few months. 

4. Yep, David Warsofsky is the younger brother of Ryan 
Warsofsky, head coach of the Hurricanes AHL affiliate 
Chicago Wolves. This is every older sibling’s dream. 

5. What was your favorite moment of the Galchenyuk era, 
and how does it compare to the Patrick Marleau era? 

• Jake Bean has been through more than your typical top 
prospect who has done everything he’s asked. So it was sort 
of poetic justice that his first and second NHL points came in 
his sixth career game, a game that the coaching staff actively 
put him in after he’d previously been getting NHL looks 
mostly because of injuries. “I don’t really look at it like that,” 
he said. “I’m looking at the longevity of my career. I’m just 
waiting for an opportunity to play and make the most of it, 

and if tonight’s the opportunity I needed to gain a little more 
trust from the coaches then that was good, but I know I also 
have a long way to go.” 

• Five Hurricanes had multi-point games Monday: 
Teravainen, McGinn, Staal, Bean and Aho (one goal and two 
points). To me, they were able to turn it on offensively when 
they cleaned up the details in the second period and started 
winning small-area battles. I feel like so many Hurricanes 
contributing offensively reflects that. “That’s the game, that’s 
the game,” Brind’Amour nodded. “That’s today’s game. It’s 
all about winning the little battles. We certainly weren’t great 
in the beginning of the game in those areas, and we had our 
lapses throughout the game. But I thought you’re right, we 
did a little better job in that area and then we were able to 
capitalize, really. Tonight we capitalized on chances — it 
doesn’t always happen that way.” 

• The Hurricanes are 2-0 in the Gilbert Gottfried era. I repeat: 
The Hurricanes are 2-0 in the Gilbert Gottfried era. “No f—— 
cap.”

 

Canes' Trocheck feeling healthy again, ready for first shot at former team 

By Kacy Hintz 

RALEIGH, N.C. - Vincent Trocheck spent nearly seven years 
with the Florida Panthers - highlighted by an All-Star 
appearance -  where he put up career highs in goals (31), 
assists (44) and points (75) in 2017. 

The centerman was dealt to the Hurricanes last February on 
the final day of the trade deadline. 

On Wednesday, Trocheck will get his first reunion with the 
team that drafted him in the third-round in 2011 when the 
Panthers travel to PNC Arena. 

"I’m definitely looking forward to playing them,” said 
Trocheck. “It’s going to be a little weird, but once you get on 
the ice it’s just hockey.” 

As far as how it will feel? He says 'ask him after'. However, 
his teammate Brady Skjei - who came over in a trade from 
the New York Rangers last season - knows a thing or two 
about playing your former team. Of course the Canes met 
the Rangers in the bubble playoffs over the summer. 

"I know I was pretty pumped up," said Skjei. "It will be no 
different for Tro. He’s a competitive guy. He’ll be looking to 
play his best game and help us win" 

Trocheck has been a big reason why the Canes have 
already been winning a lot in this young season. In 12 games 
played, he has scored six goals, notching seven assists and 
sits second on the team in points with 13. Although the 

season was cut short last year, Trocheck did not get off to 
much of a start. In 15 total appearances, he notched just one 
goal and three assists. 

"I think he’s just comfortable now in this uniform and this 
organization, and his role." said Carolina Hurricanes head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour. "I think that just took a little while" 

It's not only the fit in the Hurricanes system that took a little 
while, but finally being fully healed from a pair of broken 
ankles that put the progress of his career on ice in the first 
place. 

"It’s being 100 percent healthy for the first time in a couple 
years,” Trocheck said. “Then being comfortable in this 
organization. Having the time over the last season and 
offseason to get acclimated with everybody here and the 
system obviously makes you a little bit more comfortable and 
that helps.” 

Tro may have just recently found his groove in a Canes uni, 
but Rod Brind'Amour says 'no doubt' this production is what 
he expected when they acquired him. 

"You can see it in him. He’s a smart hockey player and he 
can make plays, but I always thought the intangible was that 
he was a very competitive player," said Brind'Amour. "You 
can’t have enough of those. I thought it was a huge move 
just to get him.”
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Preview: Panthers vs. Hurricanes 

First meeting of the season between two of Central's top 
teams 

By Michael Smith  

For the first time this season, the Carolina Hurricanes will 
square off with the Florida Panthers, a match-up of two 
teams each with 20 points in 13 games. 

The Match-Up 

Florida Panthers (9-2-2, 20 points) vs. Carolina Hurricanes 
(10-3-0, 20 points) 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 5 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Tracking the Storylines 

Clicking on Offense: The Canes exploded for seven goals - 
six of which were unanswered - in a 7-3 win over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Monday night. Twelve different 
skaters recorded at least a point, while Brock McGInn (2g, 
2a) and Teuvo Teravainen (1g, 3a) equaled career-best 
performances with four points each. The Canes have scored 
three or more goals in every game but three this season, and 
they've averaged 4.6 goals for in their last five games. 

Paquette's Debut: Cedric Paquette made his Canes debut on 
Monday night after a lengthy weekend trip that included one 
flight, an overnight drive in Canada, a border crossing and an 
all-day drive down to Raleigh. Paquette logged 11:33 of ice 
time and five hits, including one on Seth Jones in the neutral 
zone that prompted a spirited reaction from his new 
teammates on the bench. 

"He's a great player. He plays a really hard-nosed game. 
He's good defensively and offensively. He kills penalties. He 
brings grit to the game," Trocheck said of Paquette. "He 
brings a lot of things we needed in this lineup." 

Trocheck Faces Old Friends: It's been almost a full calendar 
year since the Canes acquired Vincent Trocheck from the 
Florida Panthers at the trade deadline. Now, his 20th regular-
season game with the Canes marks his first against the team 
he played 420 regular-season games with after they drafted 
him in the third round (64th overall) of the 2011 NHL Entry 
Draft. 

"I'm not sure [how it will be], really. I'll let you know after the 
game," Trocheck said on Tuesday. "I'm definitely looking 
forward to playing them. It's going to be a little weird, but 
once you get out on the ice, it's just hockey." 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 3-2-0, 6 points 
On the road: 4-0-1, 9 points 
CAR vs. FLA in 2019-20: 2-1-0 
Leading scorer: Jonathan Huberdeau, 17 points (5g, 12a) in 
13 games 

The Panthers began a four-game road trip in Tampa on 
Monday night, and, propelled by four goals in the second 
period, they handed the Lightning their first home loss in a 6-
4 final. The Panthers and Canes have each played 13 
games this season, and both teams sit with 20 points in the 
standings. The Panthers have yet to lose in regulation on the 
road (4-0-1), while the Canes have yet to lose - period - at 
home (4-0-0). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus stocks to buy or sell for each team in 2021 

By Emily Kaplan 

We're one month into the 2021 NHL season, and there's 
already been plenty of market fluctuation. In this week's 
edition of ESPN's Power Rankings, we identify what NHL 
team-related stocks are worth buying or selling. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game 
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results 
are tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 4 
edition, published on Feb. 10. Points percentages are 
through the games of Feb. 16. 

1. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .750 
This week: vs. COL (Feb. 20); @ COL (Feb. 22) 

The Golden Knights were ready to sell on Marc-Andre Fleury 
this summer but feel good about keeping him around. 
Entering Tuesday, Fleury had allowed just two total goals in 
his past three starts (.976 save percentage) and has 
supplanted Robin Lehner as the team's No. 1. 

2. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .786 
This week: vs. NJ (Feb. 18); vs. PHI (Feb. 21) 

The Bruins' blue line was supposed to be a bear market, but 
instead there's a ton of promise. In their first season as 
regulars, Jeremy Lauzon (who leads the team in penalty-kill 
time per game) and Jakub Zboril (solid in the third pairing) 
have been pleasant surprises. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .750 
This week: @ DAL (Feb. 18, 20); @ CAR (Feb. 22) 

You should be bullish on a healthy Steven Stamkos. The 
captain has eight goals through his first 12 games. The last 
time we saw him score at this type of rate was -- 
coincidentally or not -- his severely truncated 2013-14 
season. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: .750 
This week: vs. OTT (Feb. 17, 18); @ MTL (Feb. 20); vs. CGY 
(Feb. 22) 

Auston Matthews is the one to catch in the NHL's goal-
scoring race. His pace (13 goals in 15 games) is absurd. If 

this were a full 82-game season, Matthews would be tracking 
for 71 goals. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: .769 
This week: vs. FLA (Feb. 17); vs. CHI (Feb. 19, 20); vs. TB 
(Feb. 22) 

Not sure if he'll sustain it, but Brock McGinn's stock has 
never been higher. He has always been known as a do-
everything grinder, but his seven goals through the first 13 
games, and first-line promotion, certainly raised eyebrows. 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .667 
This week: vs. TOR (Feb. 20); @ OTT (Feb. 21, 23) 

Buy stock in Marc Bergevin's job security. In a 40-minute 
videoconference with reporters on Monday, the general 
manager noted that 40% of the team's goals have come from 
newcomers his staff brought in this offseason. 

7. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: .769 
This week: @ CAR (Feb. 17); @ DET (Feb. 19, 20); vs. DAL 
(Feb. 22) 

Now is the time to buy stock on Anthony Duclair. The 
newcomer has had some seriously bad puck luck early (3.1 
shooting percentage) but notched his first goal this week, 
and he continues to get a featured role on the top line with 
Aleksander Barkov. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: .625 
This week: vs. SJ (Feb. 18, 20); vs. LA (Feb. 22) 

Mike Hoffman is finally looking more comfortable with his 
new team. The late free-agent add seriously upped his shot 
total in the Arizona series (25 shots over seven games) and 
was rewarded with three goals, including an overtime winner. 

9. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .692 
This week: vs. NYR (Feb. 18); vs. BOS (Feb. 21) 

The depleted Flyers finally returned to practice on Tuesday, 
albeit with only 16 players skating. They'll still be missing 
regulars for Thursday's game against the Rangers, but I'd 
buy stock that they'll be able to play this weekend in Lake 
Tahoe. 
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10. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: .654 
This week: vs. VGS (Feb. 20, 22) 

We were hesitant to believe in Philipp Grubauer, but the 25-
year-old just keeps putting up great performances. Entering 
Tuesday's game against the Golden Knights, Grubauer had 
allowed just three goals in his past four games (.968 save 
percentage). 

11. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .633 
This week: @ EDM (Feb. 17); @ VAN (Feb. 19, 21) 

Nikolaj Ehlers doesn't always have the most featured role on 
the Jets' roster, so that's all the more reason to buy his stock. 
The 25-year-old has been the team's most dynamic forward 
this season, scoring 10 goals in 15 games. 

12. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .633 
This week: @ PIT (Feb. 18, 20); vs. BUF (Feb. 22) 

It's never a good idea to sell stock in the Islanders' defense, 
but now would be the time to buy it back. Though it's equally 
an indictment on the Sabres, let's note New York prevented 
Buffalo from taking a shot on goal the entire third period on 
Monday. 

13. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .588 
This week: @ DET (Feb. 17); @ CAR (Feb. 19-20); @ CBJ 
(Feb. 23) 

It would have been smart to buy Alex DeBrincat stock at the 
end of last season. It was a down campaign for the 23-year-
old sniper, but he has bounced back (16 points through 13 
games) in a big way. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .583 
This week: vs. TB (Feb. 18, 20); @ FLA (Feb. 22) 

I'm buying stock that coach Rick Bowness is about to light a 
fire under his team soon, after picking up just three points 
over the past five games. "We're running out of patience, I'll 
tell you that," Bowness said this week. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .536 
This week: vs. NYI (Feb. 18, 20); @ WSH (Feb. 23) 

Reports that Pittsburgh at least explored bringing Marc-
Andre Fleury back show that you should be selling on 
Penguins goaltenders. Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith 
have both struggled with sub-.900 save percentages, and 
neither has emerged as the true No. 1. 

16. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: .607 
This week: vs. BUF (Feb. 18); vs. NYR (Feb. 20); vs. NJ 
(Feb. 21); vs. PIT (Feb. 23) 

Not ready to sell on the Capitals just yet, whose defense 
(3.77 goals against per game, second most leaguewide 
behind Ottawa) has been atrocious. Though it's a new 
coach, this is typical behavior for the Capitals, who can 
fluctuate throughout the season. 

17. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .567 
This week: vs. VAN (Feb. 17); vs. EDM (Feb. 19); @ EDM 
(Feb. 20); @ TOR (Feb. 22) 

If the Flames had traded Johnny Gaudreau last season -- a 
popular item on the rumor mill -- they would have been 
selling low. The 27-year-old winger is in bounce-back mode; 
with nine goals in 18 games, he has half of his 2019-20 total. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .529 
This week: vs. NSH (Feb. 18, 20); vs. CHI (Feb. 23) 

After coming over in the Pierre-Luc Dubois-Patrik Laine 
trade, hometown hero Jack Roslovic is thriving in Columbus 
(10 points over his past eight), and that has him feeling 
confident. Buy, buy, buy. 

19. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .533 
This week: vs. LA (Feb. 18, 20); vs. ANA (Feb. 22) 

After bursting onto the scene in 2018-19, Conor Garland 
continues to prove he belongs. The 24-year-old leads the 
Yotes with 14 points through 15 games, as well as leading 
the team in shots by a wide margin; Garland's 53 are well 
clear of Clayton Keller, the next-closest forward, at 39. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .529 
This week: vs. WPG (Feb. 17); @ CGY (Feb. 19); vs. CGY 
(Feb. 20); @ VAN (Feb. 23) 

After missing the season's first month, veteran netminder 
Mike Smith came in hot, allowing just five goals in his first 
three games. But it's probably wise to sell now; the 38-year-
old has a history of being streaky. 

21. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .500 
This week: @ ANA (Feb. 18, 20); @ SJ (Feb. 22) 

Consider this an IPO (initial public offering) alert, at least for 
the 2021 campaign. After a 10-day break, the Wild welcomed 
new faces to the lineup: rookie defenseman Calen Addison 
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(originally a Pittsburgh 2018 second-rounder) and veteran 
winger Mats Zuccarello (offseason arm surgery). 

22. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .600 
This week: @ BOS (Feb. 18); vs. BUF (Feb. 20); @ WSH 
(Feb. 21); vs. BUF (Feb. 23) 

The Devils finally returned to action, and the break was a 
good time to buy stock on Jesper Bratt and Andreas 
Johnsson. The tandem joined Jack Hughes on the top line, 
and they should benefit from it. 

23. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .469 
This week: vs. MIN (Feb. 18, 20); @ ARI (Feb. 22) 

With a team-high seven goals in 16 games, Max Comtois 
has now matched his totals from the past two seasons 
combined. He's the only 23-and-under player in the league to 
hit seven goals so far. 

24. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .464 
This week: @ STL (Feb. 18, 20); vs. MIN (Feb. 22) 

It's definitely time to sell on Marc-Edouard Vlasic, as the 33-
year-old's contract ($7 million annually through 2025-26, no-
movement clause) is not aging well with his play regressing. 
It feels like a while since he's been an impact player for this 
team. 

25. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .393 
This week: @ PHI (Feb. 18); @ WSH (Feb. 20) 

With just one goal, the production hasn't been there for 
Alexis Lafreniere, but it's a good time to buy stock. According 
to Evolving-Hockey data, the 2020 No. 1 pick has the fourth-
best expected goals for per 60 rate on the team (2.6). 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .417 
This week: @ WSH (Feb. 18); @ NJ (Feb. 20); @ NYI (Feb. 
22); @ NJ (Feb. 23) 

Since Victor Olofsson made his NHL debut nearly two years 
ago, only Leon Draisaitl and David Pastrnak have scored 
more power-play goals than Olofsson's 17. But he's one of 
many Sabres players struggling at 5-on-5. 

27. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .464 
This week: @ ARI (Feb. 18, 20); @ STL (Feb. 22) 

The Kings might be worth buying into as soon as next 
season, but they're not there now. Promising to see Quinton 
Byfield and Akil Thomas both pick up their first AHL goals 
this week -- and better yet, Byfield assisting on Thomas' with 
a slick between-the-legs pass. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .395 
This week: @ CGY (Feb. 17); vs. WPG (Feb. 19, 21); vs. 
EDM (Feb. 23) 

The Canucks' offense could still find its stride, but the 
defense is a straight-up bear market. Vancouver has allowed 
the third-most goals per game in the league (3.74) as well as 
shots allowed (33) per game. 

29. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .400 
This week: @ CBJ (Feb. 18, 20); @ DET (Feb. 23) 

It's OK to sell on the Predators, period. Ever since its 
appearance in the 2017 Stanley Cup Final, Nashville has 
been a bear market. Goaltending isn't there this season. A 
once-promised youth movement has yet to arrive -- though 
that could be coming soon as veterans continue to struggle. 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .324 
This week: vs. CHI (Feb. 17); vs. FLA (Feb. 19, 20); vs. NSH 
(Feb. 23) 

The Red Wings are desperate to fix their no-good power 
play, and it probably can't get much worse. Detroit is 4-for-53 
on the man advantage for the season. It hasn't scored a 
power-play goal in nearly three weeks. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .265 
This week: @ TOR (Feb. 17, 18); vs. MTL (Feb. 21, 23) 

Sportsnet ran an article on Tuesday headlined: Senators' 
thrilling comeback win over Maple Leafs is their Miracle on 
Ice. That's great, but still not buying the Sens.
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Quick Whistles: Ryan Dzingel Gets Traded, Brock McGinn Keeps Scoring, Jordan Staal is a 
Juggernaut 

Dzingel is gone, McGinn is hot, and Staal is a force of nature 
unlike anything man has ever seen. 

By Brett Finger  

Over the weekend, the Carolina Hurricanes accelerated a 
process that was bound to take place over the offseason, at 
the very latest. 

They parted ways with forward Ryan Dzingel. 

Brought in to be a complementary top-nine scorer, Dzingel 
had a particular role in mind. Early on, he fit in that role and 
produced well enough to justify his $3.375 million price tag. 
Alongside Eric Haula and then-rookie Martin Necas, he was 
very dangerous out of the gate, producing to the tune of four 
goals and 15 points in his first 22 games with the club. 

His production fell off precipitously, though, to the point that 
he managed just four assists and nary a single goal in his 
final 23 games of the 2019-20 regular season. 

Entering his second season with the team, the hope was that 
he would find his footing again and return to being a quality 
offensive player, but obviously, that didn’t happen. 

The Canes finally bit the bullet and cut him loose on 
Saturday night in a deal that sent him back to the team that 
got him in the league, the Ottawa Senators. In return, the 
Sens sent Carolina forwards Cedric Paquette, who made his 
Hurricanes debut on Monday night, and Alex Galchenyuk. 
Galchenyuk was promptly put on waivers, sent to the AHL, 
and then traded to Toronto. 

So, that’ll do it for the Dzingel era in Carolina, and it was one 
that certainly didn’t deliver on the promise it once had. 
Though, to be honest, it was a relatively surprising signing 
when it happened. The way he played in Ottawa and 
Columbus didn’t seem like a good fit whatsoever. He didn’t 
appear to be a guy that Rod Brind’Amour would love 
throwing out there in multiple roles. 

“Dzingel was a good player for us; it just wasn’t the right fit 
as far as finding him the right role,” Brind’Amour said of the 
trade after their win in Dallas on Saturday. “It just didn’t quite 
work out. Nothing against him. I thought when we did have 
him in the right role, he was fine; it just wasn’t going to work 
out that way.” 

The Hurricanes now get a player in Paquette who can serve 
a specific role and not hurt the team doing it. The trade is a 
fresh start for pretty much everyone involved, all while 
creating more of that coveted cap space. For those reasons, 
the Canes made out pretty well with the trade. 

Through 13 games, the Hurricanes are 10-3-0, and their 
leading goal-scorers are... Brock McGinn and Nino 
Niederreiter with seven apiece. 

lol okay 

You could have certainly made more of a case for 
Niederreiter being a top scorer before the season, even if it 
would have taken some belief in him turning it around in a 
fairly significant way (which he has), but McGinn?... Brock 
McGinn?... 

Well, yes. 

After his two-goal evening against the Blue Jackets, McGinn 
has seven on the season. A vast majority of them have come 
with him on the top forward line alongside Sebastian Aho 
and Andrei Svechnikov or Teuvo Teravainen. 

While he is on quite a hot streak right now, it’s not just his 
finishing ability that is contributing to the Hurricanes' strong 
start. He’s just playing well. The Canes are absolutely lethal 
offensive when he is on the ice, and while that likely has 
more to do with his linemates, he is doing more than just 
keeping up with the more skilled guys. He retrieves pucks, 
maintains offensive zone possession, pushes the puck up 
the ice in transition, and places himself in goal-scoring areas. 
He isn’t playing a complicated game, and he shouldn’t be. 

In 13 games this season, McGinn has tied his total goal 
output from 63 games last season. At this rate, I like his odds 
to get another one or two or ten. 

While we’re on the topic of unexpected high scorers, what 
the hell is going on with Jordan Staal? 

Since returning from his stint on the COVID protocol list, 
Staal has been otherworldly. He casually scored two more 
goals last night to raise his season total to six - just one goal 
off of the team-lead. Over his last 10 games, Staal has six 
goals and 14 points. 

I’ve long joked that if Jordan Staal had any touch in the 
offensive zone, he would be the best player in the universe. 
And... well, yeah, kinda. 

He has always been a dominant defensive player, an 
unshakable possession driver, and an almost unparalleled 
scoring chance producer at 5-on-5. Still, his inability to make 
fine plays in front of the net to actually capitalize on those 
chances has made the difference between him being an elite 
top-six center and an elite third-line center. 

The thing he lacked for so long is now present, and it makes 
him a totally different animal, but if you ask Brind’Amour, 
nothing has changed with him. He’s just doing the same 
things he’s done for almost ten years in a Hurricanes 
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uniform. And there’s nothing wrong with that sentiment. Staal 
is literally doing the same things that he has always done, 
but there is one pretty significant difference. 

He scores now. 

Surely, his league-high 35.3% shooting percentage will stay 
there forever, and his 110.8 PDO won’t regress at all, right? 
Right?... RIGHT?!?!

 

Healthy, comfortable Trocheck ready to face former team 

Wednesday night will be a reunion for Vincent Trocheck and 
the Florida Panthers, as the Canes’ hot center will face his 
former team for the first time. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

When the Carolina Hurricanes faceoff with the Florida 
Panthers Wednesday night in PNC Arena, it’ll be a reunion 
for one of the Canes’ hottest players, Vincent Trocheck.  

Trocheck spent six and a half seasons with the Panthers 
before being dealt to the Hurricanes on last February’s trade 
deadline, and Wednesday night will be his first game against 
the team that drafted him back in 2011 as the Canes and 
Panthers square off for the first of eight meetings this 
season.  

Trocheck, who was an All-Star for the Panthers back in 2017 
and had a 75-point season for Florida in 2017-18, is playing 
some of the best hockey of his career to start the shortened 
2021 campaign, with 13 points in 12 games played.  

He’ll take a four-game point streak into the meeting with his 
former team, a game that he has certainly been anticipating.  

“I’m definitely looking forward to playing them,” Trocheck 
said. “It’s going to be a little weird, but once you get on the 
ice it’s just hockey.” 

Trocheck wasn’t the only player the Hurricanes acquired 
near the 2019-20 trade deadline before the season got shut 
down, and he isn’t the only guy of that group making an 
impact for the Canes now. Defenseman Brady Skjei was 
acquired from the New York Rangers, but unlike Trocheck 
had the opportunity to play against his former team in the 
bubble.  

Skjei went through in June what Trocheck will experience 
Wednesday night, and he says it’s something he knows 
Trocheck will be up for. 

“I think he’ll be excited,” Skjei said. “I know I was pretty 
pumped up. A lot of emotions are going through your body. 
You just want to do your best to help this team win. It will be 
no different for [Trocheck]. He’s a competitive guy. He’ll be 
looking to play his best game and help us win.” 

In the Canes’ blazing hot start to the new season, Trocheck 
has been one of the team’s best players. He’s scored six 
goals and distributed seven assists, tied for second on the 
team with 13 points. His faceoff percentage is second best 
on the Canes to only Jordan Staal, and he’s offered a third 
fantastic center to go along with Staal and Sebastian Aho.  

His start to 2021 has been great, and it’s a good sight to see 
for the Hurricanes after not getting too much out of Trocheck 

on the scoresheet in his very limited action with the team last 
season. Between the end of the regular season and the 
playoffs in the bubble, Trocheck played 15 games with the 
2019-20 iteration of the Carolina Hurricanes.  

In those 15 games, he scored just one goal and had just 
three assists, a point total that he matched in his third game 
with the Hurricanes this season. He seems to be finding his 
footing with the Hurricanes, and the product on the ice has 
been reminiscent of the Trocheck that put up back-to-back 
50-plus point seasons for Florida.  

“He’s played well this year, and then the points have come,” 
said Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “If we can get 
that out of him, or even something remotely like that, it’s a 
huge stress off everybody else. And we’re going to need that 
this year, for sure, if we’re going to be the team we want to 
be. I think he’s just comfortable now in this uniform and this 
organization, and his role. I think that just took a little while.” 

Trocheck is finding his groove with the Hurricanes, and he’s 
been a big reason the team is off to a 10-3-0 start. He has a 
point in eight different games this season, and the Canes are 
7-1-0 when he’s on the scoresheet.  

He’s playing consistently well, and there’s a lot of reasons for 
it. He’s dealt with injuries in the past, playing just 55 games 
in 2018-19, but he’s been healthy so far this season, apart 
from missing one game with a minor lower body injury. That, 
along with gelling together with a no longer new team, has 
helped Trocheck to his hot start.  

“It’s being 100 percent healthy for the first time in a couple 
years,” Trocheck said. “Then being comfortable in this 
organization. Having the time over the last season and 
offseason to get acclimated with everybody here and the 
system obviously makes you a little bit more comfortable and 
that helps.” 

His performance so far has been a welcome plus for the 
Hurricanes, but it’s production that wasn’t unexpected 
according to Brind’Amour. When Carolina went out and got 
Trocheck from the Panthers last season, parting ways with 
Erik Haula, Lucas Wallmark and a pair of prospects, this is 
what the team knew it was getting.  

“There’s no doubt,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s why we went 
out and acquired him. From just coaching against him these 
years and watching him play, the competitiveness is what 
really stood out. You can see it in him. He’s a smart hockey 
player and he can make plays, but I always thought the 
intangible was that he was a very competitive player. You 
can’t have enough of those. I thought it was a huge move 
just to get him.”
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Hurricanes will face the last team they’ve yet to face this 
season tonight.  

By Cody Hagan and Andrew Schnittker 

Florida Panthers (9-2-2) at Carolina Hurricanes (10-3-0) 

2021 Regular Season Game 14 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 - 6 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena - Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Litter Box Cats 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Canes will square off with the final division foe they’ve 
yet to face this season tonight, hosting the Florida Panthers 
at PNC Arena with a rare week day 5 p.m. puck drop. 

In game two of this five-game homestand, the Canes will be 
looking to extend their winning streak to three games, and 
win an important game in the divisional standings, with the 
Canes and Panthers currently tied for the Central lead in 
points percentage (they’re also each a point behind the 
Tampa Bay Lightning).  

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Record 10-3-0 9-2-2 

Goals/Game 3.62 3.31 

Goals Against/Game 2.77 3.00 

Shots/Game 31.62 31.00 

Face Off Win % 53.9% 50.0% 

Power Play % (Rank) 27.9% (7th) 29.7% (6th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 80.8% (15th) 76.9% (22nd) 

ES Corsi For % 54.73% 51.61% 

ES PDO 100.88 100.04 

PIM/Game 08:00 09:27 

Goaltender #1 

James Reimer Sergei Bobrovsky 

7-1-0 5-1-1 

.895 .884 

3.10 3.33 

Goaltender 1  

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Chris Driedger 

Record 1-1-0 4-1-1 

Save % 0.882 .926 

GAA 2.92 2.31 

Goaltender 2  

Game Notes 

 This is the first divisional matchup between the 
Canes and Panthers since the 2012-13 season, but 
the teams used to square off frequently as 
Southeast Division foes before the NHL’s last 
realignment. Carolina brings a 63-44-11-6 all-time 
record against the Cats into this one, and the 
team’s 35 wins against Florida at PNC Arena are its 
most in the building.  

 Vincent Trocheck, who’s been one of the Canes’ 
top performers early this season, will face off 
against his former team for the first time since 
joining the Hurricanes at the 2020 trade deadline. 
Trocheck played 420 games for the Panthers from 
2014-20. He’s second on the Canes with 13 points 
this season, and brings a four-game point streak 
into this game. He’s also three points shy of 300 
career NHL points. 

 If James Reimer starts in net for Carolina, he’ll also 
be facing his former team, as the Hurricanes 
acquired him from Florida during the 2019 
offseason for Scott Darling. Reimer made 110 starts 
for Florida over three seasons, and won his lone 
start against the Panthers for the Canes last year.  

 The Canes come into this game with some unlikely 
leaders: Jordan Staal leads the team in points with 
14, and Nino Niederreiter and Brock McGinn are 
tied for the team lead in goals with seven. 
Niederreiter is two points shy of 100 career NHL 
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points. Staal has points in three straight games, as 
does Andrei Svechnikov.  

 Jonathan Hubedreau is off to a torrid start to this 
season for Florida, with five goals and 17 points in 
13 games. Aleksander Barkov is right behind him 
with five goals and 14 points. 

 

Wolves roll to 5-0 

Rookie goaltender Beck Warm rejected 37 shots and Ryan 
Suzuki scored his first professional goal as the Chicago 
Wolves stayed undefeated with a 3-2 road victory over the 
Rockford IceHogs Tuesday night. 

Forwards Anthony Richard and Phil Tomasino joined Suzuki 
in the scoring column as the Wolves became the second 
American Hockey League team to jump out to a 5-0-0-0 
start. The 21-year-old Warm earned his second win in as 
many pro starts. 

Richard gave the Wolves the lead for good just 1:21 into the 
night. Center Tommy Novak chipped a pass ahead to set up 
a 2-on-1 rush for Richard, who roared down the right side 
and fired a wrister past Rockford goaltender Matt Tomkins 
(32 saves). 

The 19-year-old Suzuki earned his first pro goal at 12:55 of 
the first to give Chicago a 2-0 advantage. Defenseman Joey 
Keane launched a rocket from the point that Tomkins 
parried, but Richard chased down the rebound and slid a 
pass across the slot to the wide-open Suzuki for a quick 
smash into the net on the power play. 

Tomasino pushed Chicago’s lead to 3-0 at 13:32 of the 
second as Jarvis triggered a breakout by banking a pass 
ahead to David Cotton. Blessed with a 2-on-1 advantage as 
he entered the offensive zone, Cotton backhanded a pass to 
Tomasino racing down the slot and the 19-year-old flipped it 
home top-shelf. 

Warm stopped the first 28 shots he faced, but Rockford’s 
Chris Wilkie and Isaak Phillips scored 19 seconds apart to 
pull the IceHogs within 3-2 with 12:40 left in regulation. 
Rockford (0-3-1-0) enjoyed two more power-play 
opportunities, but the Wolves finished 5 for 5 on the penalty 
kill. 

The Wolves host the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Saturday and 3 
p.m. Sunday at the Chicago Wolves Training Facility in 
Hoffman Estates. 

While safety protocols prevent fans from attending home 
games this season, their smiling faces can be in the building 
with a personalized cutout in the Chicago Wolves Fan 
Gallery, presented by Hefty. To purchase yours, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com.
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Here’s how the Canes’ Jordan Staal is playing since his return from 
COVID-19 protocol 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour often sighs when asked 
about Jordan Staal. 

How many times does he have to say it, Brind’Amour’s body language 
screams. The big center is invaluable. His contributions to the team don’t 
always show up on the score sheet. The Canes need his size and 
experience. His toughness. 

“I don’t know how else to say it,” Brind’Amour recently said on a media 
call. “I’ve been saying it forever.” 

And Staal wears the “C” as team captain. That says a lot, too, about 
Staal without anyone having to say it. 

Staal has played like a man possessed since returning from the COVID-
19 protocol list in late January. He was the first of six Canes on the list 
this season, having to go through quarantine, and more or less blamed 
himself for being the first with COVID and a possible spreader to his 
teammates. 

Vincent Trocheck, another veteran center, has gained a better 
appreciation for Staal since coming to the Canes in a trade with the 
Florida Panthers a year ago. 

“He’s underrated,” Trocheck said recently. “He’s so steady. You notice 
when he’s not there. He’s such a pivotal player, plays in different 
situations, five on five, power play, penalty kill. He’s a great faceoff guy, 
takes a majority of the draws in the defensive zone and obviously, he’s 
been going in the offensive zone, too, this year.” 

THE CAROLINA TEAM CAPTAIN FINDING THE NET 

Staal has been finding the net for the Canes (10-3-0). He scored twice 
Monday in a 7-3 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets, using his 6-4, 220-
pound frame -- he’s called “Gronk” -- to get to the net and refusing to be 
dislodged. 

Late in the first period, he took a pass from Warren Foegele and banged 
it past goalie Joonas Korpisalo. Columbus coach John Tortorella, asked 
abut Korpisalo’s play after the game, said he “didn’t like the second goal” 
but the coach also has seen enough of Staal to know how and why he 
scored. 

Staal’s second goal came on a redirect on a third-period power play. 
Andrei Svechnikov’s shot was redirected in the slot by Trocheck, hit Staal 
and bounced past Elvis Merzlikins, who had replaced Korpisalo in the 
third. 

It was Staal’s sixth goal of the season in 11 games -- that after scoring 
eight in 68 games last season before the coronavirus pause, and 19 total 
in 118 games in 2018-19 and last season. He has scored in each of the 
last three games and has five in his last five. 

Defensively, he has always been a load. He separates people from 
pucks. He’s winning 61.7 percent of his faceoffs. 

And although Staal has been scoring goals he has shown a nice touch 
on setup passes that have led to goals, including a no-looker to 
Sebastian Aho for a power-play goal recently against the Dallas Stars. 

“These plays he’s making, they’re the same plays he’s been making over 
and over for years,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re connecting on them right 
now. 

“I can’t tell you how many times I’d come back after a game and say, 
‘How did Jordo not have three points last night?’ Right now, he’s getting 
his due. I think he’s feeling it now, too, with a bit of confidence. You see it 
in the plays he’s making.” 

STAAL WANTS TO HELP HIS TEAM WIN 

Staal mostly shrugs it off. He has played nearly 1,000 regular-season 
games in the NHL, won a Stanley Cup, scored big goals. He doesn’t 
define his play on whether he scores or not, only if he did the things to 
help his team win. 

“I’m getting some good bounces,” he said on a recent media call. “I felt 
good coming into the season. I thought I had a strong offseason. It’s nice 
to pop in a few early and get the confidence going. Much like a few guys 
on our team I’m just feeling confident and playing well.” 

Staal noted Brock McGinn and Nino Niederreiter have had strong starts, 
scored goals. He also noted the value of having Svechnikov and Foegele 
on his line, two young, aggressive wingers. 

“I’m getting the opportunity to play with some special players who create 
a lot of offense,” he said. 

As a player and former Canes captain, Brind’Amour twice was awarded 
the Selke Trophy as the NHL’s best two-way forward. He sees no reason 
why Staal shouldn’t be in the Selke conversation if he can continue 
playing at the pace he’s on. 

“Definitely,” Brind’Amour said. 

Enough said? 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Wednesday, 5 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

WATCH: FSCR 

News Observer LOADED: 02.17.2021 
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These Hurricanes have the potential to be special, and Gilbert Gottfried 
is here to let you know it 

 

By Sara Civian Feb 16, 2021  
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If you think about it, most teams that win the Stanley Cup have at least 
one trademark quirk. 

It can manifest in so many ways, like a tradition created by the team 
itself, a la the 2006 Hurricanes and their bathrobes. It could also be a plot 
twist, like a young goaltender coming out of nowhere and changing 
everything, a la Jordan Binnington and the Blues. 

After the Hurricanes’ performance Monday evening, I’m starting to 
wonder if maybe — just maybe — the 2021 Cup quirk will have 
something to do with Gilbert Gottfried. 

The Hurricanes’ 7-3, come-from-behind victory over Columbus had a little 
bit of everything, and I have to believe that there’s a direct correlation 
between this wild win and an expletive-filled Cameo by the noted huge 
Caniac from the night before. 

HAAHAHHAHAHAHAHAHAHA GUYS WHO DID THIS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/K7TEG59E7C 

— SARA CIV (@SARACIVIAN) FEBRUARY 14, 2021 

The masterpiece first surfaced on Reddit, and the mastermind behind it, 
@krisxwishon, never thought it would blow up like it did on Twitter. 

“To be honest, I don’t even know if there is an origin story,” he told The 
Athletic. “I just wanted to make a funny video for my friends and here we 
are. I originally paid Mario Judah, because of an inside joke with some 
friends, but he didn’t record it. Knowing what I know now, Gilbert was the 
better choice for sure. Idk man, I 100 percent believe in a god and his 
name is Gilbert Gottfried.” 

The Hurricanes made sure a cardboard Gottfried was in the house 
Monday. 

GILBERT GOTTFRIED: HUGE (GOAL HORN) CANIAC 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/TEYYX3YKYJ 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) FEBRUARY 16, 2021 

After the win, the legend continued… 

THIS IS @REALGILBERT AND HE'S A HUGE CANIAC. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/FFEVJLXKPE 

—  ⚪⚫CANES STATS⚫⚪  (@CANESSTATS) FEBRUARY 16, 
2021 

PRETTY SOLID. ONE TO MANY MISTAS THOUGH!!!!! 
HTTPS://T.CO/UMDQJ1JPYW 

— JORDAN MARTINOOK (@MARTYMAN17) FEBRUARY 16, 2021 

This Hurricanes team and the 2006 team are almost opposite in terms of 
on-ice playing style. That Hurricanes team was stacked with veterans 
and grit when that was the name of the game. This Hurricanes team is 
hip to the new youth and skill movement. But there are three important 
things they seem to have in common when the now-10-3-0 2021 group is 
at its best: Confidence, competitiveness and a little weirdness. 

“I don’t think we’re ever out of a game, and I think we’ve kinda proven 
that this year,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. “It’s a short sample 
size, but I do feel that there’s a lot of confidence in this group.” 

• Many were worried about Teuvo Teravainen, who didn’t look like his 
slight-work, multi-point-night-every-night, homegrown-Selke-campaign 
self upon his return from COVID-19 protocol. He was held off the 
scoresheet in his first five games back from COVID-19 protocol and was 
uncharacteristically jumping around the lineup. But after a goal last game 
and a four-point effort (one goal, three assists, one turned over goal) 
Monday, it’s clear there was no reason to panic. Monday was a classic 
Teravainen clinic in which if you dared to blink, you might’ve missed a 
world-class assist and a bar down goal 27 seconds apart. You’ll 
remember Teravainen “tweaked something” in the last game he played 
before entering COVID-19 protocol, and you’ll remember Teravainen was 
COVID-19 positive and symptomatic. Both of those things make for an 

understandably rusty return to play. “Today was maybe the first day I 
started to feel a little bit better,” he said Monday. “I haven’t felt normal 
after (COVID-19), I feel like. It’s been kind of tough. Hopefully it will get 
better now.” 

• Who had Brock McGinn and Jordan Staal in a heated race for the 
Rocket Richard on their 2021 Bingo card? McGinn is on a career pace 
with seven goals in eight games, and he’s tied with Nino Niederreiter and 
Vincent Trocheck for the team lead in goals this season. The best thing 
about McGinn’s tear is the clutch factor — minus his second goal 
Monday, every single goal he’s scored this season has either been an 
equalizer or a go-ahead. Meanwhile, Staal has scored five goals in his 
last five games, has five multipoint games this season, and since 
returning from protocol he leads the team with 14 points in 10 games. We 
all knew this season was going to be weird, but I guess Staal and 
McGinn crushing it makes sense in that context, right? Grit and 
toughness are more important than they have been in years for various 
reasons, condensed schedule and seeing the same teams the most 
obvious. Also, at some point we’ll have to give Brind’Amour credit for 
spreading the skill throughout the lineup. I’m particularly fond of the 
Jordan Staal-Andrei Svechnikov connection. “He’s going this year, you 
know?” Svechnikov told me Monday morning. “I mean, he’s always 
going. But this year, he’s a special guy. It’s so fun to play with him. He’s a 
hard worker, it’s kind of easy to play with him.” 

• It was a process, but the trade that sent Ryan Dzingel back to Ottawa is 
officially complete. The Canes originally got pest and Lightning Cup 
champ Cedric Paquette and Alex Galchenyuk in return, but it was 
understood Galchenyuk wouldn’t play for the team. He stayed in Canada, 
was placed on waivers, cleared waivers, then was acquired by the Maple 
Leafs for minor leaguers Egor Korshkov and David Warsofsky. Initial 
thoughts: 

1. The Canes needed some more experience and sandpaper in their 
lineup, and all the players saying how much they hated playing against 
Paquette is his best testimony. He avoided quarantining by taking the 12-
hour drive from Toronto, jumped into the lineup and recorded five hits, 
including a momentum-shifter to Seth Jones in the second period. “For 
him to come out and be crashing and banging was awesome to see,” 
McGinn said. “Our bench loved it. He’s a player you want on your team.” 

2. Dzingel clearly just wasn’t cutting it for the coaching staff anymore, 
and it’s not that he’s a bad player, but you can’t blame them. Concerns 
about goaltending aside, this lineup is Cup-contending caliber. For me, it 
was always Dzingel or Niederreiter, and Nino has brought the fuel and 
the fire this season. 

3. Remember this salary dump in a few months. 

4. Yep, David Warsofsky is the younger brother of Ryan Warsofsky, head 
coach of the Hurricanes AHL affiliate Chicago Wolves. This is every older 
sibling’s dream. 

5. What was your favorite moment of the Galchenyuk era, and how does 
it compare to the Patrick Marleau era? 

PAQUETTE’S DOG WAS MENTIONED MORE BY THE CANES PR 
THAN GALCHENYUK SO I SHOULD HAVE SEEN THAT COMING. 

— COREY SZNAJDER (@SHUTDOWNLINE) FEBRUARY 15, 2021 

• Jake Bean has been through more than your typical top prospect who 
has done everything he’s asked. So it was sort of poetic justice that his 
first and second NHL points came in his sixth career game, a game that 
the coaching staff actively put him in after he’d previously been getting 
NHL looks mostly because of injuries. “I don’t really look at it like that,” he 
said. “I’m looking at the longevity of my career. I’m just waiting for an 
opportunity to play and make the most of it, and if tonight’s the 
opportunity I needed to gain a little more trust from the coaches then that 
was good, but I know I also have a long way to go.” 

• Five Hurricanes had multi-point games Monday: Teravainen, McGinn, 
Staal, Bean and Aho (one goal and two points). To me, they were able to 
turn it on offensively when they cleaned up the details in the second 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 17, 2021 

 

period and started winning small-area battles. I feel like so many 
Hurricanes contributing offensively reflects that. “That’s the game, that’s 
the game,” Brind’Amour nodded. “That’s today’s game. It’s all about 
winning the little battles. We certainly weren’t great in the beginning of 
the game in those areas, and we had our lapses throughout the game. 
But I thought you’re right, we did a little better job in that area and then 
we were able to capitalize, really. Tonight we capitalized on chances — it 
doesn’t always happen that way.” 

• The Hurricanes are 2-0 in the Gilbert Gottfried era. I repeat: The 
Hurricanes are 2-0 in the Gilbert Gottfried era. “No f—— cap.” 
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Blackhawks goaltender Malcolm Subban quietly excelling in backup role 

Subban’s 2-0-1 record and .939 save percentage over his last three 
starts — despite their infrequency — has made him a reliable second 
option for the Hawks. 

 

By Ben Pope Feb 16, 2021, 4:22pm CST 

 

Malcolm Subban has made only four starts this season, but he’s been 
solid in each of the last three. 

With the Red Wings rushing out of the gate Monday, Malcolm Subban 
flashed his right pad to deny a wide-open, cross-seam shot by Robby 
Fabbri less than two minutes in. 

Subban’s save set the tone for his stellar night. The 27-year-old 
Canadian goaltender finished with 27 saves on 29 shots, a “big part” — 
in coach Jeremy Colliton’s words — of how the Blackhawks overcame a 
poor team effort to win 3-2 in overtime. 

In his last three starts, Subban is 2-0-1 with a .939 save percentage, 
which is better than starter Kevin Lankinen’s .930 mark over the same 
time period. 

And Subban’s .917 save percentage this season is on pace for the best 
of his career. 

Since his starts have been so infrequent and spread out — Jan. 13 and 
26, Feb. 7 and 15 — he hasn’t received as much praise for his solid play 
as Lankinen has. 

But Colliton has noticed. 

“He’s taken opportunities when they’ve been given to him, and he’s made 
the most of them,” Colliton said Tuesday. “Obviously, ‘Lanks’ has played 
well for us and that’s great, but he can’t play all the games. You want to 
have a good balance, making sure everyone’s rested and can stay sharp. 
[Subban’s] giving us a chance to win. We’ve been getting points [in] the 
starts he’s been given. That’s how you build confidence in yourself.” 

The strong start to 2021 was much-needed for Subban, whose previous 
tenure as the Golden Knights’ backup ended in a tailspin. 

His 17-17-5 record and highly disappointing .895 save percentage over 
the two years combined, despite playing on one of the NHL’s best teams, 
made his starts popular targets for bettors — and not in a good way. 

It was more of the same for Subban in this season opener, when he 
conceded five goals on 33 shots. That included an embarrassing own 
goal in which he left a gap between his body and the post — the puck 
ended up behind him and he knocked it in himself with his pad while 
trying to locate it. 

After that, Subban worked hard with Hawks goalie coach Jimmy Waite. In 
every interview since then, he has noted his frequent “post work” with 
Waite. 

In Monday’s win, the difference was clear: Subban stuck tight to his post 
whenever the puck was off to the side. If anything, he was slightly too 
committed to staying tight — twice he remained on one post while the 
puck skittered free on the opposite side, including during the Red Wings’ 
first goal — but that can be forgiven. 

Another common theme in Subban’s interviews has been humility. No 
matter how many shots he faces, he insists “honestly” that his workload 
was light and easy. Such was the case again Monday. 

“There’s some nights you have to do more than other nights,” he said. 
“But honestly, tonight I don’t think I had to make that many ‘grade-A’ 
saves . . . I just tried to not create second chances and either smother it 
or put the rebounds to good areas.” 

Yet, Subban did make a number of great saves: the aforementioned 
Fabbri stop, a split-second reaction to deflect a steaming Patrik Nemeth 
slapper in the second period, and a right-pad save on Filip Zadina in the 
low slot with just six minutes left in regulation. 

Subban has done that every time he has been on the ice lately — he just 
hasn’t seen it much. But he is making the most with his rare starts. 

“In this league, wins are hard to come by,” he said. “It’s not easy to get 
one. So any time you get one, you’ve got to be happy.” 
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10 observations: Kubalik, Blackhawks beat Red Wings in OT 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks defeated the Detroit Red Wings 3-2 in overtime on 
Monday at Little Caesars Arena. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. The Blackhawks certainly did not play their best hockey. They 
registered only eight shots on goal through the first 30 minutes and three 
shots on goal in the third period but found a way to earn two points 
regardless. An ugly win, but they'll take it. 

2. Dominik Kubalik scored 26 even-strength goals last season, which 
ranked No. 7 among all skaters. He hadn't scored an even-strength goal 
in his first 16 games but finally did so on Monday with a 5-on-5 goal in 
the first period and the overtime winner for his fifth goal of the season. 

3. Malcolm Subban was given the start and he was the reason the 
Blackhawks picked up at least one point. He stopped 27 of 29 shots for a 
save percentage of .931. 

4. The Blackhawks went 2-for-4 on the penalty kill in two games against 
Columbus but got back on track by killing off three penalties against 
Detroit. The Red Wings are now 4-for-54 on the power play this season 
for a success rate of 7.4 percent, which ranks 30th. 

5. The Blackhawks have scored the first goal in only six of 17 games this 
season. They improved to 5-0-1 in those games. 

6. The Blackhawks led 2-1 after the first period, but they had no business 
doing so. The Red Wings dominated in shot attempts (24-10), shots on 
goal (13-6) and offensive zone possession time (2:22-1:13), according to 
Sportlogiq, but the Blackhawks capitalized by scoring two goals on five 
shots. 
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7. Mattias Janmark scored his sixth goal of the season in Game No. 17. 
He scored six goals in 62 games all of last season and six goals in 81 
games the season prior. He's on pace to finish with 20, which would be a 
new career-high. 

8. Brandon Hagel continues to impress. He was arguably the best player 
for the Blackhawks in the first period, where he drew a penalty, recorded 
a slot shot on net and then a primary assist on Kubalik's goal. 

9. Lucas Wallmark returned to the lineup after missing the last couple 
weeks while in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol. He played left wing on the 
fourth line with David Kampf and Reese Johnson and registered two 
blocked shots in 11:13 of ice time, 1:41 of which came on the penalty kill. 

10. Johnson played in his second straight game and hit everything that 
moved again. He posted five hits in 7:21 of ice time and now has 17 hits 
in three games. For reference, that hit total already ranks No. 6 on the 
team. 
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How Alex DeBrincat is becoming a complete player 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Alex DeBrincat had probably the most challenging season of his hockey 
career in 2019-20. He was rewarded with a three-year, $19.2 million 
contract right before the season began because he's one of the best in 
the league at finding the back of the net but followed that up by tallying 
only 18 goals, just one year after potting 41. 

This season, DeBrincat has looked like a different player in every facet. 
His confidence is high, his overall game has rounded out beautifully and 
the goals are going in for him at a rate he's used to seeing. 

DeBrincat got on the board again on Saturday, scoring his second 
overtime goal in four games as the Blackhawks knocked off the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 3-2 at the United Center in a much-needed 
bounce-back win. It was also his team-leading eighth goal of the season 
despite missing four games while in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol, and 
he showed terrific hand-eye coordination on the goal. 

"I saw a 2-on-2 on two going with [Patrick Kane]," DeBrincat said. "Just 
gave it to him. Good things happen when he has the puck. He was able 
to get it through and it bounced up off my stick. I obviously wanted to put 
it toward the net. It worked out this time, but pretty lucky." 

Hey, you earn your bounces and DeBrincat is doing exactly that. 

Everyone expected him to rebound offensively, but what DeBrincat has 
been able to do away from the puck has been extremely noticeable. And 
he's getting rewarded for it. 

"He’s got another level that he’s reached here," head coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. "We all see the offensive production and that’s what gets 
the headlines ... but I think his two-way game was really good last year, 
he just didn’t get paid off for it. 

"I would say even his skating, his pressure on the puck and his defensive 
play and work ethic to get pucks back, he's stripping guys on the 
backcheck and creating extra transition opportunities and zone time. I 
would say that it was good last year, it’s even another step here. And 
probably a lot of it is just confidence, feeling good out there, he’s skating 
so well. Really nice to see, really important guy for our team." 

DeBrincat's teammates certainly see it, too, and not just in games. 

"He’s been sensational," Kevin Lankinen said. "You see his confidence 
even in practice when we play Two Puck or just shooting drills. He comes 

with full speed, he can dribble the puck, he shoots, his release is so quick 
it’s hard to read. He’s just a pretty complete player. He skates fast, he 
battles, he's a good shooter, he sees the ice well. He’s just a really good 
asset for our team to have." 

DeBrincat prides himself on scoring goals, no question. And if he's not 
doing that, he certainly wants to find other ways to produce offensively, 
which he is — he has eight assists through 12 games. 

But, perhaps more importantly, DeBrincat is a player who wants to be 
relied upon at any moment in the game, not just in offensive situations. 
And that's where his game is really starting to grow. 

"Obviously, I want to be a guy who’s put out in all situations and helping 
the team win," DeBrincat said. "Last year, stuff just wasn’t going my way. 
This year I’m getting bounces, obviously like tonight. Maybe that’s not 
going in most of the time but tonight it did. I think anytime I can be there 
for the team and try to help us win, it’s a plus for me." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 02.17.2021 

1183622 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Sometimes, even Stanley Cup champs need a slap in the face 

 

By John Romano 

Published Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — It was a good week to be embarrassed. A fine time to be 
scolded. 

Looking back, the Lightning might even be grateful to have been knocked 
around the ice two times in five days by the Florida Panthers. Honestly, it 
might be just what Tampa Bay needed. 

Before the Lightning ran into the Panthers, they had pretty much had 
their way in the top-heavy Central Division. And they were in danger of 
falling into habits and traps that have tripped them up in previous 
seasons. 

“I wouldn’t say (Monday) night was a wakeup call, I would say the three-
game series was a wakeup call,” coach Jon Cooper said. “We won the 
game we deserved to win, and we didn’t win the two we shouldn’t have 
and didn’t deserve to. So probably a little lesson there for us. We just 
can’t throw our sticks in the middle of the ice and expect to win.” 

That’s a natural dilemma for a team this good during a monotonous 
regular season when you’ve already climbed the mountaintop a year 
earlier. You have enough skill to win most nights, even when your effort 
and focus isn’t optimal. 

That’s nothing to scream about in February, but it is important to 
recognize. You don’t want bad nights to turn into bad habits, because 
careless mistakes against one team might be fatal mistakes against 
another. 

The Panthers are good enough to capitalize on silly turnovers or odd-
man breaks, and that’s exactly what you saw Monday night. Tampa Bay 
began the week with the lowest goals-against average in the NHL at 2.00 
but gave up six fairly easy goals against Florida. It was the first time a 
team had scored six times against the Lightning — without a power-play 
goal — in a combined 100 regular-season and postseason games. 

“I think you see the difference in those games where mistakes and 
turnovers can lead to a lot different situations, especially when you’re 
playing playoff-type teams,” forward Alex Killorn said. “Those Florida 
games are going to prepare us well for the games that we’re going to 
play against Dallas and Carolina, for sure.” 
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Now, if you look at recent power rankings done by national publications, 
you’ll see most of them are thoroughly impressed with Tampa Bay 
outscoring its collective opponents by a ridiculously high 22 goals 
through the first quarter of the season. 

And that is impressive. Until you break the numbers down a bit. In the six 
games preceding the Florida series, the Lightning went 6-0 while 
outscoring Nashville and Detroit 27-9. In their four games against Florida 
and Carolina, which were sandwiched around that stretch, the Lightning 
were 1-3 and outscored 13-12. 

“It happens to everyone, even the best teams,” defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev said. “Even when we won 62 out of 82, we still had some bad 
games. It’s a learning process. It’s good. It’s going to help us in the long 
(haul). We have to make sure we’re not beating ourselves and teams 
have to work for it, and (Monday) night I felt we shot ourselves in the 
foot.” 

So should you be worried that the Lightning are only one point ahead of 
both Carolina and Florida in the Central, while having played one more 
game? Not in the least. Even in normal times, NHL regular-season 
results can be terribly misleading. And in this pandemic-era schedule, the 
standings are obviously necessary but not necessarily obvious. There 
are too many games against the same group of opponents to get a true 
sense of where you stand in the league. 

The Lightning will make the postseason, and that’s all that really matters. 
Everything else is conjecture and fluff. 

Do you know how long it’s been since the No. 1 seed in the Eastern 
Conference reached the Stanley Cup final? That would be 17 years ago, 
when the Lightning last did it. Since then, the No. 3 seed has played for 
the Cup five times. 

In other words, it helps to play well in the regular season, but constantly 
flexing your muscles is wasted effort. 

The key is understanding the difference between winning and actually 
playing well enough to win against the very best. And, whether they 
needed it or not, the Lightning were reminded of that by the Panthers. 

“Has the ship sprung a tiny little leak here in the last couple of games? 
There’s no doubt,” Cooper said. “But this is going to happen during the 
season, it’s not going to be flawless. We just have to get our consistency 
back, and we’ve shown we can do it.” 

 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 02.17.2021 

1183623 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Lightning’s next opponent scraps 2nd game in row in frigid Dallas 

 

Staff Report 

By Associated Press 

Published Yesterday 

 

DALLAS — The Lightning’s next opponent postponed a second 
consecutive game on Tuesday after further consultation with city officials 
over widespread power outages attributed to extreme winter weather. 

The Dallas Stars made the latest decision almost 12 hours before the 
scheduled game against the Nashville Predators, as opposed to the 
Monday night postponement that was announced less than an hour 
before puck drop. 

The Lightning are scheduled to play the Stars Thursday and Saturday in 
Dallas. 

The Stars were getting criticized on social media about planning to go 
forward with Monday’s game as tens of thousands of Dallas-area 
residents went most of the day without power in frigid temperatures. The 
overnight low at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport on Tuesday 
morning was minus-1 degree Fahrenheit (minus-17 degrees Celsius). 

There has been power at American Airlines Center. Tristan Hallman, a 
spokesman for the Dallas mayor, told the Dallas Morning News the arena 
is on the critical infrastructure grid that includes the convention center 
and area hospitals. 

The postponed games were the fifth and sixth on a season-long eight-
game homestand for the Stars. No makeup dates have been announced. 

Another snowstorm was in the forecast later Tuesday into Wednesday, 
but without the single-digit temperatures that followed a storm that 
dumped several inches of snow on the Dallas area over the weekend. 
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The Athletic / ‘Dirty’ drug tests and haymakers: An NHL enforcer exposes 
his life, and reclaims it 

 

By Lisa Dillman Feb 16, 2021 35  

 

In his new autobiography titled “Pain Killer,” former NHL enforcer Brantt 
Myhres treats writing the same way he approached hockey. 

He is all-in, pulling no punches. 

On the ice, he was feared. Myhres fought the likes of Donald Brashear 
and George Laraque and recorded 687 penalty minutes in 154 NHL 
games, playing for six teams. 

Off the ice, his story reads like a manual about how not to have an NHL 
career. He received four suspensions from the NHL for what he called 
“dirty” drug tests and was subsequently hit with a lifetime ban by the NHL  
in 2006. 

His book, released Tuesday, is far from peaceful reading about his spiral 
down the addiction rabbit hole and back up again. Some tell-alls seem 
professionally slick or the foundation for a future Lifetime movie. 

Here, the rough edges have not been smoothed or remotely dulled. 
Myhres writes about downing a bottle of tequila, searching for some 
cocaine, crashing Bob Probert’s Harley-Davidson motorcycle and nearly 
getting arrested on one hazy night in Los Angeles. 

“Needless to say, I thanked him (the cop) from the bottom of my heart 
and promised I’d never drink and ride again. 

“I may have even meant it.” 

This passage is in the prologue of the book, subtitled “A Memoir of Big 
League Addiction.” Myhres brings readers into the deep end with almost 
no warning. He is unsparing with the details of addiction, fighting, fooling 
drug testers by switching urine samples and partying that frequently 
involved cocaine and strippers. On one occasion, the police were called 
to his summer home on Sylvan Lake, Alberta, in a section of the book 
titled “Whiskey, Blow, Repeat.” 

“I turn around and there are two cops watching me having sex with this 
girl on my sink. 

“‘Mr. Myhres, please put some clothes on and then come downstairs, we 
need to have a talk.’ 

“I threw on a pair of shorts, churning with a nauseating cocktail of 
emotions I only knew too well. Embarrassment, for sure. And anger. 
Some fear. Some resentful pride. But maybe some relief. I wasn’t going 
to stop myself. Maybe somebody else would do it for me.” 
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Brantt Myhres’ autobiography was released Tuesday. 

In an interview with The Athletic, Myhres, 46, said, “There’s literally 
nothing I’m holding back. As they say, I’m an open book.” 

Myhres told me that the only person he threw under the bus in writing the 
book was himself, repeatedly. The project started after his lowest point, 
when he entered an addiction treatment facility in Oregon in the winter of 
2008. Substance abuse expert Dan Cronin, an ally with infinite patience, 
went to bat once again for Myhres and managed to get him into long-
term treatment. 

“I said, ‘Dan I’m about to become a father. My daughter is going to be 
born in a week.’ 

“He said, ‘If you don’t get on that plane, she won’t have a daddy.'” 

Myhres was in his room alone on his first day in Oregon and started 
thinking about Cronin and the people who refused to give up on him and 
the infant daughter, Chloe, he had yet to meet. 

“I was just looking outside, thinking about my life, and the thought came 
into my head that it was all based out of gratitude for the NHL, the 
NHLPA, extending their hand, again, to pay for treatment for the fifth 
time,” he said. “I was blown away by it. I wanted to give back. So then I 
started to sketch out what I thought would be a proposal for the league, 
and to give back to the players. 

“It was more of a therapeutic thing for me. All of a sudden, six months 
later, I’ve got 50 pages, or whatever it was, and then I’m like, ‘Well, I’m 
just gonna keep going.’ 

“I never really looked at it as being a book though. It was more of a 
personal thing. And as I kept going, it had momentum with myself, not 
with anybody else. 

“If I was to put down my pain and struggle on paper, it may help 
somebody. I don’t know who that would be — a guy that worked at a 
coffee shop or a soccer player, a hockey player. The wild insane journey 
that I went through with all those suspensions and I couldn’t play in the 
NHL anymore. Then, being broke when I got out of the game, it was 
overwhelming. I had to put it on paper.” 

This meant reliving painful childhood events. Myhres grew up in a trailer 
park on the edge of Swan Hills, in central Alberta. Myhres writes about 
an abusive stepfather and loving grandparents who took him in, about 
hockey hazing rituals and a chilling incident with a predatory man from 
the local Big Brother program. 

“It was traumatizing as a child,” Myhres said. “I mean, the one thing I 
didn’t want was my grandfather going to jail, and I knew that if I told him 
about Charlie, he would have pulled the shotgun out of the closet. 

“I had to keep that a secret. The first person I told was my editor. And I 
asked him, ‘Should I put this in?’ And he said, ‘I think that this story will 
help somebody else as well.’ I agreed. 

“I’ve been scared before in hockey fights. But as an 11-year-old, when 
you experience something like that with the grown man, and you’re 
helpless, it’s terrifying. And it’s never left me.” 

For Myhres, the narration of his story for the audiobook version was even 
more stressful. 

“I phrased it as a 30-, 35-hour therapy session,” he said. “To me, it was 
quite harder than writing. I had no idea what I was getting into. I didn’t 
think anything of it. 

“But I had to take probably upwards of 30 breaks, to where I just couldn’t 
talk about a certain subject. For me to say it out loud was a lot different 
than me writing it for some reason. I just emotionally, it took more of a toll 
on me than when I wrote it.” 

The last time Myhres stepped on the ice to play professional hockey was 
in the 2005-06 season for the Newcastle Vipers in the British Elite Ice 
Hockey League. It was far from a success, a five-game stint in which he 
scored one goal and logged 11 penalty minutes. 

“It felt more like a beer league than anything else – and after the game 
we had an actual bucket of beer on ice waiting. I had about five while I 
was still in my gear. Then after I showered up, we headed out to the pub. 

“In the first two weeks I was drunk every day. It seemed to be a normal 
thing to do. After hockey, hit the pubs. And the women there were insane 
– all they wanted to was get shitfaced and have sex. I’ve never seen 
anything like it.” 

I wondered if Newcastle was the low point. Myhres confirmed that it was 
but added it was the hockey low point, not the rock-bottom point in his 
life. A meaningful difference, for sure. 

“Playing for Newcastle, it was just a ticking time bomb,” he said. “I knew 
that’s not what I wanted to do anymore. And then the question was, then 
what? 

“You’re staring yourself down with a lot of shame and a lot of guilt and 
you’re continuously still drinking and doing drugs. I  believe the lowest 
point was February 18 of 2008, early in the morning around 2:30 when I 
got arrested. I don’t remember anything from 7 at night until 2:30 (a.m.), 
when I had the policeman on my back in the snow. 

“My sister (Cher) took pictures of what I did to her house, and she told 
me about what happened and the cops told me that she wasn’t going to 
press charges, that they just wanted me to go home. The power of the 
addiction was front and center, because I’ve never lost time before and 
blacked out. 

“For me to have a knife out and have my sister by her throat,  I mean, 
that was so scary to me. I’ve never experienced that before. And I think 
that was my lowest point. It was the same morning where I had a sense, 
this overwhelming, warm feeling of, ‘You’re done.’ You don’t have to 
struggle anymore. It’s all over.’” 

Myhres said his relationship with his sister has been repaired after her 
own struggle with pain-killer addiction following back surgery. Their 
reconciliation came late in the publishing process. 

“I was so proud of her,” he said, adding that Cher has been off pain-
killers for about seven months. “I called the publishing company so that I 
wanted to get it in there — that we were talking again after years of not 
speaking, and how proud I was of her. The book was going to print so we 
got it in the audiobook version. We’ve never gotten along better.” 

The famous pop duo Sonny & Cher from the 1960s and 70s  influenced 
the choice of his sister’s first name and almost his first name. 

“I was one day away from being called Sonny,” Myhres said, laughing. 
“Cher came first.  My mom wanted Sonny so bad. They were going to 
call me Sonny. And my dad was watching the NFL one day and he saw 
this guy and his name was Brant. Only one ‘t.’ My dad said, ‘Oh, that’s a 
cool name. I’m just going to add another ‘t’ on it. That’s more manly than 
Sonny.’” 

He noted in the book and in our interview how proud he was of his sister. 
Cher didn’t have Cronin or the NHLPA or former teammates and former 
coaches and general managers in her corner like he did. 

What was it about Myhres that led to second, third, fourth chances and 
beyond? 

“That’s an interesting question,” he said. “You could probably ask that 
question about the seven general managers that signed me to an NHL 
contract. ‘Why are we continuing to give this guy a chance?’ After rehab, 
(coach) Darryl Sutter had a contract waiting for me (in San Jose). I don’t 
know why.” 

“I never had a coach who could inspire me to do anything to get his 
approval — except Darryl. Was he a hard-ass? Sure but I also knew that 
he stood by his players no matter what. It almost felt like a father figure 
but this father figure I really respected. 

“We called him Big D — he’d really give it to players if they hadn’t put in 
100 percent effort. Darryl didn’t hold back anything: every player got it, 
even stars like Owen Nolan or Jeff Friesen were made an example of if 
they weren’t playing their asses off.” 

Sutter’s general manager in San Jose was Dean Lombardi. Sutter and 
Lombardi, who later became the architects of the Kings’ two Stanley Cup 
championships, never forgot Myhres. Lombardi called him after a period 
in which the Kings were in turmoil, with three arrests of players in nine 
months. 
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Many of the Kings knew almost nothing about Myhres’s playing career. It 
took time to earn trust from the tight-knit group when he was brought on 
as the organization’s player assistance director in 2015. 

“I found out just how unknown I was to the team when Drew Doughty 
was sitting on the medical table getting treatment one day, with about ten 
other guys in the room. 

“‘Hey Brantt,’ Drew said, ‘so what kind of player were you? Did you score 
a lot of goals or what?’ I started to laugh. Nah Dewey, I was a fourth-line 
plug. I was paid to protect guys like you. 

“At that moment I was like, ‘Shit, I feel like an outsider.’ Someone in a 
hockey dressing room not knowing what kind of a player I was: that had 
never happened to me before. 

Brantt Myhres. (Courtesy of Brantt Myhres) 

Myhres worked with Milan Lucic in the summer before joining the Kings. 
Lucic, now with the Calgary Flames, was traded to the Kings in June 
2015. Myhres wrote about him in the book because Lucic had publicly 
acknowledged receiving his help in a previous interview. He helped Lucic 
deal with the loss of his father and the upheaval of the trade from Boston. 

“I thought I was brought in to address a certain need and in the three 
years that I worked there, I tried my hardest to address that need,” 
Myhres said. “Personally, obviously, without getting into names, I was 
proud of the work that I did with certain individuals.  There was chaos 
prior to me coming in, and for the three years, I don’t think that there was 
any chaos as far as media-wise. I put my heart and soul into the job and 
I’m proud of what I did there.” 

One incident never required hands-on treatment from Lombardi. 

“When one of our East Coast Hockey League (ECHL) players got 
charged with domestic abuse, Dean wanted me to go to Boston to meet 
with him. But about 1 a.m. the night before I was supposed to fly out, I 
got a call from management saying that one of our players in L.A. was in 
trouble. He was out-of-control drunk having a huge fight with his 
girlfriend, and wanted me to call him ASAP.” 

Myhres spoke to the player for about half an hour and managed to get 
the situation under control. Confidentiality was the bedrock of his 
arrangement with the Kings. 

“When I got to the rink there next day, there was Dean, pacing the 
hallway. 

“‘OK,’ he said, ‘I don’t need to know who it was, but on a scale of 1 to 10, 
how bad was it?’ 

“‘Well Dean, it should have been a 10, but it’s down to a 7. Don’t worry 
about it, it’s under control.'” 

There was a shift in philosophy after Lombardi and Sutter were fired in 
April 2017. Myhres noted that in the book that Rob Blake, who took over 
from Lombardi as general manager, had a “different vision for the team,” 
adding that he had three amazing years with the Kings. 

One lasting memory was of being in Sutter’s office the day he was fired 
by the Kings. 

“He was putting stuff in boxes,” Myhres said. “I said, ‘I don’t know what to 
say.’ He put his hand out. ‘If I can be of any help, or if you ever need a 
reference, you make sure you put my name down.’ And I’m like, OK, 
here’s a guy that just got fired an hour ago. And he’s wanting to help me. 
That’s just the character of Darryl.” 

The Calgary Flames were the next team to have a former NHLer in a 
Myhres-type role, hiring Brian McGrattan in 2017. McGrattan is still with 
the organization, working with the development staff in the area of player 
assistance. 

“It’s a position where, if you can get the right guy that has the right 
qualifications — sober quite a few years, lives in recovery, went back to 
school — then why not add that element?” Myhres said. 

“As I’ve mentioned in the book, out of the 23 guys on your roster, there 
may only be two or three that might have some issues with dependency. 
But what about the two or three guys in your American League team? 
Then what about one or two or three guys in your East Coast hockey 

team? Then what about maybe one or two of your draft picks? And then 
maybe of one of your coaches and your staff?” 

There was a sense that other NHL teams would devote more resources 
in this area, but it hasn’t turned into a league-wide movement. 

“If I was ever able to be able to question it, if you had all 32 GMs in a 
room and you explained the program, financially,” Myhres said. “They 
spend as much money on hockey sticks in a month as my salary, so it 
wasn’t about the money. 

“But if you gave them all a marker and went up to the board and said, 
‘Could any of you write down a negative aspect that this support role 
brings to your team?’ I don’t know if they could. I’m not a GM. I don’t 
know why it hasn’t caught on. Again, any time you can add an element of 
support, especially when it comes to mental health and addiction and you 
could even go as far as depression issues, because with stress comes 
depression. 

“I don’t understand why it hasn’t been adopted by more organizations.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: What’s it really like to put together the NHL’s 
schedule? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Feb 16, 2021 21  

 

To understand how unique and challenging this season has been in 
terms of the ever-changing NHL schedule, consider this for context. 

There were 35 NHL games postponed and rescheduled between 2000 
and 2020, the same number of games reshuffled this year alone in the 
span of one month because of COVID-19 protocols. 

So if you’re going to have this kind of challenge, it pays to have a 
schedule maker who has been at it for more than 30 years. 

Steve Hatze Petros, 60, is the NHL’s executive vice president of 
scheduling and broadcast business. But he’s really known as the 
scheduling guru. A mantle he’s earning in spades in this very standalone 
season. 

The Montreal native, who has an accounting and finance background, 
joined the NHL in 1986 and started out in the finance department before 
migrating over to scheduling in 1990. It’s a portfolio he has maintained 
ever since. 

Hatze Petros has pretty much seen it all now. Which has come in handy 
for the challenge at hand this season. 

“My team is very solid, we’re very small, but they’re really good,” Hatze 
Petros said. “I’ve got two analytics guys, one guy that would have been 
probably a great ‘Moneyball’ type GM in baseball. He loves sports. We’ve 
got a small team but we’ve been through a lot. Hardworking people. 

“And we’re very open. We’re not allowed to get frustrated. It is what it is, 
we just got to put our heads down. What we’ve been through over the 
years obviously helps right now.” 

When he first started at the NHL, his hope was to become a GM one day. 
Instead, he’s become a central figure in every GM’s life for more than 
three decades. 

The schedule matrix is a delicate dossier, a complicated process that will 
never please everyone, but the league solicits plenty of feedback from 
the clubs. 

Hatze Petros left an impression on managers at a November 2019 GMs 
meeting in Toronto. It was the schedule maker’s first presentation at a 
GMs meeting in several years. 

“Glad he was there because he has a very tough job and everyone 
doesn’t understand how hard it is for him,” one GM told me that day. 
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Once in a while, it pays to lift the curtain and explain to people how it all 
comes together. 

Every so often, Hatze Petros and some of his staff will choose a division 
and go visit those teams to sit down down with each club in person. Not 
just the GM but other members of the organization, to give all those 
people an appreciation of what goes into putting the schedule together. 
In particular, it’s about explaining the repercussions of a team being 
adamant its schedule go a certain way. In other words, the byproduct of 
what they want isn’t ideal. 

While teams have complained to me about the schedule, and will do so 
forever, they get a better appreciation for the task at hand when they 
hear from Hatze Petros. 

“Steve is a longtime, valued member of our senior management team,” 
NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly said Monday. “He and his staff do the 
schedule about as well as anyone can do it, even when it’s business as 
usual. No doubt this season has posed more challenges, and every time 
we call on him to solve a problem, he seems to have answers. That’s all 
we could ask for.” 

For an 82-game season, Hatze Petros sends out a memo to clubs asking 
for desired dates in late September or early October. Then there’s a back 
and forth between Hatze Petros and the clubs about what works and 
what doesn’t from the dates requested. One thing to look for right off the 
bat is the long road trips for each club based on their arena being booked 
for a long stretch, so the process starts with booking those trips. Then 
they look at TV requirements, among other factors, and the process goes 
right through the third week of June. 

In some cases, the tinkering and tweaking goes right to the finish line. 
There have been years where Hatze Petros is still making changes on 
the same day the schedule is being announced. And then even after the 
schedule is announced, there’s the planning to make it all work for 
national and regional broadcasters. It’s really a 10 and a half month 
process. 

You might compare Hatze Petros to a veteran winemaker as far as the 
art of schedule making, adapting his recipe over the years to changing 
dynamics. Every vintage is a little different. 

The schedule itself has changed so much over the years, even predating 
Hatze Petros. 

Detroit and Pittsburgh, for example, played 30 sets of back-to-back 
games in 1978-79, the most ever in NHL history according to the league. 
That would be unheard of today. It was a weekend-heavy schedule in 
those days, though, and in fact, the top 10 back-to-back figures for the 
schedule are all from the 1970s. 

By comparison, Carolina and Florida played an NHL-high 17 back-to-
backs in 2018-19. 

The scheduling formula has evolved over the years, not to mention how 
it’s put together. When Hatze Petros began in the early ‘90s, there are 
those who remember the large magnetic board in the league office with 
colour-coded magnets displaying the leaguewide matrix. That evolved 
into a record-keeping software where the input was still manual but at 
least it was in a program that kept better track of the schedule. Today, 
the NHL has developed its own module software. 

But even with all the modern tools at his disposal, the NHL’s scheduling 
process isn’t fully automated. It’s part automation, part manual, by 
design. 

The reason for that balance is wanting to keep a handle on some things 
organically. For example, let’s say in May when they’re still working on 
next season’s schedule, there’s a late change for Toronto. The league 
would want to know which other teams that change would impact and 
they want to keep it to a minimum. If they just pressed a button based on 
Toronto’s change, the Maple Leafs might be happy but it may have 
negatively impacted five other teams in the matrix. 

It’s a blended approach of the league’s software with some manual input. 

Because if they’re just basing it on the automated system, it might send 
an Eastern team from Anaheim to San Jose back to L.A.; the automated 
system is simply looking for available building dates. But Hatze Petros 
and his staff will get involved and might even phone the NBA in that 

instance to see if they can swap a Lakers date for a Kings date so that 
whenever possible the visiting NHL team is doing Anaheim and L.A. 
followed by San Jose. 

Hatze Petros certainly has a constant dialogue going with his NBA 
counterparts given all the shared buildings between both leagues. 

“Absolutely, very vital,” said Hatze Petros. 

There’s communication with the NFL schedule makers, too. 

The NHL likes to know in advance what the NFL’s Thursday night and 
Sunday night schedule will look like so that NHL clubs aren’t going head 
to head on a Sunday night with their local NFL club. 

There’s no doubt TV ratings play a part in the NHL schedule. 

In fact, Hatze Petros and his staff have ratings data going back over 35 
years, which helps guide some of those decisions. 

A fun fact? Hatze Petros says that Islanders-Rangers games are kept for 
the end of the process. On the surface, it’s the easiest game to schedule 
so because of that they start working the schedule matrix with more 
complicated matchups. 

Here’s another one: The league allows teams to take back dates during 
the process. From the dates that clubs submitted at the start of the 
process in October, they have until May to pull them back (there’s a small 
fine for clubs who pull back dates after the May deadline). 

With all that in mind, that overall experience has come in handy in a year 
like no other. 

Already there have been 35 rescheduled games, and likely more to 
come. But the matrix for this year was built with windows for each team in 
case of rescheduled games. And without concerts in any of the buildings 
this year, there’s a bit more flexibility than normal in that regard. 

Still, to say the least, it’s been an immense challenge, there are a 
number of U.S.-based teams with congested schedules the rest of the 
way because of all the changes. 

What’s rather remarkable to date is that the league has yet to put much 
of a dent in the buffer week it has at the end of the regular season. The 
league has baked in the option to delay the playoffs a week in order to 
play a number of rescheduled games in the week past May 8, if 
necessary. 

But to date, despite 35 postponements, only one game is on the 
schedule past May 8, and that’s Dallas at Tampa on May 10. 

That the league still has that buffer week to play with speaks to Hazte 
Petros’ conservative approach not only in setting up the original matrix 
but in how he has rescheduled games so far. But the later we get into the 
schedule and the potential need to reschedule more games, the tougher 
it will be to avoid using that buffer week. 

As it stands, even with a game on May 10, the NHL playoffs can begin on 
May 12, with the caveat that Tampa Bay and Dallas would probably wait 
until May 13 to begin their postseason. 

Clearly, though, there isn’t too much runway left for further team COVID-
19 outbreaks in the U.S. divisions. 

The baseball-style series have been a benefit in terms of travel within this 
year’s schedule, even more so with the teams affected with rescheduled 
games. The density in the schedule gets alleviated to some degree by 
not getting on a plane every second day. 

So, how is the 2021-22 schedule looking like so far? 

Because of the late start this season, the deadline for clubs to submit 
their dates for next season’s schedule is this Friday. There’s still a lot in 
flux for next season although having Seattle coming in to balance out the 
West to 16 teams is helpful. 

And Hatze Petros adds, it’s a healthy process because he’s got people 
he works for and with that challenge him every day. 

“They make me better, it’s not a free ride here just because I’ve been 
around as long as I have.” 
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The work is far from done for 2020-21, in all likelihood, so the coming 
month or two will busy balancing not just more rescheduling for this year 
but also negotiating the process for the 2021-22 season. 

There are sure to be few boring days ahead for Hatze Petros and his 
staff. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' McDavid forever linked to Crosby as 500th career 
point approaches 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecFebruary 16, 2021, 6:21 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Connor McDavid would have done this long ago — last 
season, likely — had he not missed nearly half his rookie season with a 
broken collarbone. 

Truly, there is only one surprising detail about McDavid scoring his 500th 
NHL point, very likely on Wednesday night versus the Winnipeg Jets. 
That is, he would accomplish the feat in 369 games — exactly the same 
number of games it took Sidney Crosby to score 500 points. 

“That’s pretty cool. A guy I grew up watching,” said McDavid, who sits at 
499 career points through his first 368 games played. “He’s done a 
couple of other things that I am trying to do, with all of his Cups and stuff. 
That stuff is more important, but if (500) happens, great.” 

And those scouts? They watch him play, just as they watch Crosby. But 
they know their GM has no shot at acquiring them. 

“I just tick off the box, ‘Franchise player,’” said another scout. “Same with 
Draisaitl. My report is, ‘Get ’em if you can.’” 

Crosby and McDavid have been linked since the day McDavid was 
granted exceptional player status by the Ontario Hockey League at age 
15. Now, being part of a Stanley Cup contender/winner, the availability of 
a Canadian Olympic team to star on, and 776 NHL points are what 
separates the two. 

“He’s done everything I want to do — he’s a great guy to follow,” 
McDavid said of Crosby. “He’s done everything he has set his mind to: 
He wanted to get better on faceoffs, and he’s done that; he wanted to 
score more goals, and he did that. 

“There’s lots of lessons from his game, because his game has changed 
over the years. He does whatever he can to be successful. He’s solid 
defensively.” 

So as we mark an early milestone, let’s look at who McDavid has 
become in our game, beyond an author of at least one jaw-dropping, 
highlight play per month. 

Remaining Time -0:36 

Larsson credits McDavid with ‘remarkable’ 499 points at such a young 
age 

He is, for starters, the best player in the game with no caveats. Without 
adding “the player you’d want in Game 7 of the Cup Final,” or “the guy 
you want on the ice in the final minutes with a 3-2 lead,” through a 60-
minute game and an 82-game season McDavid is simply the best hockey 
player in the sport today. 

The best way to frame it is, if you could pick any player to start your team 
around, who would it be? 

Is there even a second answer out there? 

Not if you ask Wayne Gretzky. 

“I’m one of the fans who says, every time he touches the puck, ‘OK, 
something special’s going to happen. Pay attention,’” Gretzky said. 

And McDavid will get to those other categories eventually, ticking off 
those few remaining boxes in which Crosby still leads or contends. For 
now though, he is the fastest player on earth — with or without the puck 
— the most dynamic offensive player in the game, and undoubtedly the 
one player who is worth the price of admission more often than any 
other. 

Since joining the league for the 2015-16 season, McDavid’s 499 points in 
368 games is tops. Patrick Kane is next, with 487 points in 414 games, 
followed by Nikita Kucherov and Draisaitl. 

All those players produce highlights. McDavid, meanwhile, makes a play 
on Toronto’s Morgan Rielly that will live on as long as the two play — and 
beyond. 

Many players come back from injury and make a splashy return. At age 
19, McDavid returned from three months on injured reserve to do this to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets — in only his 14th NHL game. He had three 
points that night. 

Remaining Time -1:00 

Gotta See It: McDavid splits defence for amazing goal in return 

One night against Tampa, Chris Kunitz kicked McDavid’s fourth goal of 
the night into his own net. Kunitz, who spent considerable time on 
Crosby’s flank in Pittsburgh, just shook his tuque. 

“I guess you score one of his goals, it’ll be a good story to tell one day,” 
he reasoned. 

We asked him that night about similarities, and to his discredit Kunitz did 
not predict the symmetry of their 500th point. 

“It’s they’re competitiveness. They want to go through guys,” Kunitz said. 
“They want to be the best every single time they step on the ice. They’re 
driven by more than just wins and points. They’re driven by how they can 
change the game, or maybe it’s the individual status of trying to be the 
best that’s ever played the game. 

“They don’t have a fear button. They don’t go wide on guys — they take it 
right through the middle. They enjoy the contact, almost,” he marveled. 
“You just want to get them the puck as quick as you can. You just give it 
to him with time to skate with it.” 

The personal goals are changing now, as McDavid passes his 24th 
birthday just over a month ago with two Art Ross Trophies, two Ted 
Lindsay Awards, and a Hart Trophy all piled in his trophy case. He’s 
talking about a “200-foot game” more often now, and his faceoff work 
belies a summer spent working on an area of his craft that does not 
produce top-10 highlights. 

He is that player who has outgrown simply working on the areas of the 
game he is already good at. Now he realizes that there isn’t as much 
room for improvement in those places where he already excels, as can 
be found in the few areas of the game where is lacking. 

Remaining Time -1:15 

Morrissey in awe of McDavid as a person, on top of all his milestones 

“He’s going to get a whole lot more points than 500,” said teammate 
Adam Larsson. “For him to reach that at this point, it is beyond 
impressive. 

“The way he carries himself, the way he handles everything ... He’s quite 
an impressive human being. Being 24 and having 500 points already? It’s 
remarkable.” 

Meanwhile, though you may have a hard time spotting it, McDavid is 
making progress under the glare of the spotlight that has shone on him 
since age 14. With the media, he puts more thought into his answers 
now, and slowly the voice that carries so much weight in the hockey 
world is beginning to define itself — slowly. 

McDavid is the “Face of the Game,” whether he wants to be or not. Now 
he’s starting to give the media something to work with, even if it seldom 
shows on those pesky “walk-off” interviews between periods. 

And perhaps eventually, he’ll get better at talking himself up. Because a 
podium, a microphone, and a question about his own prowess remains 
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the one place in a hockey rink where Connor McDavid is still truly 
uncomfortable. 

“That’s the leadership he shows,” observes his head coach, Dave 
Tippett. “He is an incredible player, and the players that play with him are 
always amazed at what he does in the games. To be that humble, as a 
teammate you respect a guy for his leadership, his ability, but ultimately 
you respect him as a human being. 

“Because he’s a really good person. It just so happens he’s (also) a really 
good hockey player.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why the Maple Leafs took a chance with the Alex 
Galchenyuk trade 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxFebruary 16, 2021, 2:49 PM 

 

TORONTO – Kyle Dubas could’ve acquired Alex Galchenyuk for nothing 
off the waiver wire and elected not to. 

That the general manager chose instead to spend a couple of mid-tier 
assets — forward Egor Koshkov, 24, and defenceman David Warofsky, 
30 — speaks volumes about the Toronto Maple Leafs’ desire for flexibility 
in its bottom six and with its salary cap. 

Simply put: A Galchenyuk who no longer needs waivers to slide back and 
forth from Toronto’s lineup to its taxi squad is worth giving up on a 
bruising prospect in Korshkov who has yet to stick as an NHLer. 

Remember, Dubas has already lost one asset, goalie Aaron Dell, to 
waivers. And another one, Pierre Engvall, just played a game Monday 
that cost him his waiver-exempt status. 

Under a flat cap, flexibility and depth have grown paramount. And a 
hesitancy to commit too deep to a 27-year-old, who has now bounced to 
his seventh NHL franchise, seems only logical. 

Another small bonus here is that because Galchenyuk had yet to travel to 
the U.S. after his weekend trade from Ottawa to the Carolina Hurricanes, 
the forward can simply remain in Ontario and neither party has to twiddle 
thumbs during a 14-day quarantine. 

Following Monday’s embarrassing 6-5 collapse to the Senators, Sheldon 
Keefe was still wrapping his head around the trade. 

The head coach could not be faulted for being in no mood to sing the 
praises of the club’s newest addition; he was still fuming at the current 
players’ carelessness. 

“He’s another depth option for us to come in,” Keefe said of Galchenyuk. 
“We’ve been looking to find a mix in our bottom six. He’s one of those 
guys that will compete for a spot like that.” 

The deal was finalized so close to puck drop that Dubas and Keefe had 
not yet had a discussion of where Galchenyuk would fit in their lineup, 
and we’d imagine the Milwaukee native will need some time to get up to 
speed with the Leafs' development staff. 

But if there is a coach patient enough to find a fit for a highly touted and 
talented forward who’s been on a downward slide since his 30-goal, 56-
point pinnacle with the Montreal Canadiens in 2015-16, it may just be 
Keefe. 

Just as Galchenyuk has floundered in search of his niche, the Maple 
Leafs have not been able to trot out a trusted bottom-six forward group 
with any consistency since Keefe’s arrival 15 months ago. 

A pessimist would argue that Galchenyuk can’t be too useful if the worst 
club in the league couldn’t use him. That he is only getting a seventh shot 
in the world’s best league because he’s a top-three pick (2012). Or 
because Dubas loves betting on skill and has never shied away from a 
small cap hit (Galchenyuk’s is $1.05 million) with plenty to prove. 

Once again, the GM is spinning a low-risk, high-reward roulette wheel 
that, when spun often enough, has its hits (Wayne Simmonds), its misses 
(Alexander Barabanov) and its pushes (Jimmy Vesey). 

The only way the Leafs lose this deal is if Galchenyuk flops and 
Korshkov — who is enjoying a career-best season (31 points through 53 
games) for KHL Lokomotiv — returns to North America and becomes a 
Canes player. 

But what Dubas has in his corner is an open-minded coach willing to 
experiment, to give a little leash to fresh recruits in hopes they take off. 

If there is a path to unlocking Galchenyuk’s A-game, Keefe will work at 
forging it. 

Just this season, Keefe began by giving Vesey a plum top-six role on 
John Tavares’ wing. He threw Simmonds on the top power-play unit and 
veteran Joe Thornton beside a pair of all-world offensive players entering 
their prime. For a spell, he was willing to scratch a defenceman he 
trusted (Travis Dermott) for one yet to earn that trust (Mikko Lehtonen). 

Rest assured, Galchenyuk will get his looks. And his history of finding 
ways to produce — albeit in bursts and busts — while playing centre or 
either wing increases the options with which Keefe can experiment. 

Galchenyuk scored one goal and averaged a career-low 9:30 of ice time 
in his eight games played before the Senators gave up on him. 

He’s in danger of playing himself out of the league. Now he’s been given 
a shot to stick with a club that is placing a premium on urgency and 
wants to make its regular season meaningful. 

Galchenyuk can take someone’s job in this town, but it’ll be up to him to 
decide if how bad he wants to. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Tavares, Gagner blazing a trail in minor 
hockey involvement 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNICFebruary 16, 2021, 1:42 PM 

 

I’m not around the youth hockey world as much as Jeff Marek, who’s 
steeped in it thanks to his talented children. But it is very possible that 
seismic change is coming to the biggest minor hockey association in 
Canada — the Greater Toronto Hockey League. 

The most prestigious organization in that league is the Toronto 
Marlboros. NHL alumni include Connor McDavid, the Hughes brothers, 
Jason Spezza, Sam Gagner and John Tavares. Gagner and Tavares left 
the Marlboros a long time ago, but it’s clear the Marlboros never left 
them. 

They are in the process of “buying” or “taking control of the board.” I used 
the phrase “buying” on Headlines during last Saturday’s Hockey Night in 
Canada broadcast, and was immediately corrected by a couple of people 
who pointed out the Marlboros’ own website lists them as a “not-for-
profit” organization. Others, however, point out that the world is rarely 
black and white — there are always shades of grey. 

The GTHL was caught by surprise, which is a story in itself. Leagues are 
supposed to know what’s going on at the ownership/board level. 

Gagner and Tavares aren’t commenting yet, but there are a lot of people 
in and around the GTHL who are excited about what they can bring. 
Tavares is a superstar. Gagner, a 2007 first-round draft pick, has played 
855 NHL games and, apparently, sees this as a way to “give back” once 
his career is completed. He’s got an excellent reputation, and parents are 
thrilled about the prospect of seeing him on the ice with their kids. 

Others wonder what this can mean in general. 

Some of the stories Marek talked about on Monday’s 31 Thoughts 
podcast were insane. Parents paying an extra $10,000 to $15,000 to 
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guarantee their child’s ice time. If that’s what it takes, no wonder mom 
and dad are going bananas. From there, the anecdotes flowed through 
texts and direct messages — each one crazier than the last. 

Hosting tournaments is incredibly lucrative, and competition for them is 
fierce. Control of ice time becomes a weapon. I love hockey and I’m not 
against anyone making money. But access to the elite level is a serious 
concern for the future of the sport; paying to guarantee ice time is the 
type of gouging we don’t need. 

I stopped playing for two reasons: I lacked the dedication to make myself 
better, and we went through challenging times that made it financially 
impossible to continue. I wasn’t going anywhere, but how many others 
who made the same decision actually had a shot? 

Both Marek and I had former/current NHLers reach out for more 
information, interested in the idea of following Gagner and Tavares. 
That’s a good thing. 

It brings a spotlight. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. Reading Katie Strang’s piece about the Arizona Coyotes, the biggest 
question I had was, “Are the Coyotes under NHL investigation?” Strang 
reports “two individuals associated with law firm Seyfarth Shaw” met with 
team employees. Among the questions being asked were “accuracy of 
financial reports … sent to the league.” The NHL says no investigation, 
but someone wants the answers to these questions. 

2. Steve Sullivan signed a four-year extension last season, and, from the 
moment the Coyotes announced his termination, this was headed for 
mediation/arbitration. Sullivan and the new regime led by Bill Armstrong 
had no love for each other. There will be interest in his services, possibly 
from Nashville, a very successful stop during his playing career. There 
must be decisions made on when he can join another team, and whether 
or not Arizona had legal grounds to terminate him. No comment from 
anyone involved, but this isn’t over. 

3. One of the non-hockey newsletters I read is called TrueHoop. It finds 
creative ways of covering the NBA, and opens my eyes to different ideas. 
On Feb. 4, there was a particularly interesting column about a team 
executive’s conversation with “a high-powered” agent. It read: “The call 
began in standard fashion: The executive asked if such-and-such free-
agent clients were in shape and ready to go. The agent replied yes, 
several of them were. Good. They went back and forth on some 
candidates, but both could sense that neither had asked the real 
question. Nobody had addressed the elephant in the room. Finally, the 
agent blurted it out: ‘Remember … he’s had COVID-19 already. He might 
be, um, more employable for you.’” 

Later in the column was this: “An NBA general manager who spoke with 
TrueHoop put it this way: ‘[Getting COVID-19] is, unfortunately, like 
getting a FastPass at Disney World.’” 

This can be a dangerous way of thinking. Minnesota’s talented prospect, 
Marco Rossi, will not play this season due to COVID complications. New 
Jersey’s Kyle Palmieri admitted the unknowns of after-affects rattled him. 
But, as cases surged across the NHL, I continued to think about the 
column. Contenders will add. I ran it by a couple of GMs and they were 
squeamish. I get it. It’s not anything anyone would say publicly. But 
privately? If one league is thinking about it, hard to imagine its winter 
partner isn’t. 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! Livestream 
over 500 NHL games, blackout-free, plus the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

4. With Philadelphia returning to practise on Tuesday, the NHL could 
have all 31 teams playing for the first time in 2021. Dallas started late, 
with Carolina shut down before the Stars’ first game. By the time the 

Hurricanes came back, Vegas was closed. When the Golden Knights 
returned, it was Buffalo, Colorado, Minnesota and Jersey on hiatus. The 
Avalanche played Sunday, the Sabres Monday. The Devils and Wild are 
scheduled to play Tuesday. Philadelphia’s next game is Thursday, then 
they go to Lake Tahoe. Fingers crossed. 

5. New Jersey head coach Lindy Ruff had a great quote after his team’s 
first practice. 

“To have that number of players go out and now a reset,” he said, “I think 
you could find lots of excuses to lose a game. I want to find reasons you 
can win.” 

There were almost 20 players on the list, with Ruff adding that one coach 
and other staff members were affected. The good news is that Dallas 
snared 11 points in its first 14 games. Carolina is 8-2 since its return and 
Vegas 4-1. These are teams with Stanley Cup aspirations; maybe that 
helps in some way. The Devils were a pleasant early-season surprise 
with a .556 nine-game points percentage. That would put them sixth in 
the East, very much in the race. 

6. The most encouraging thing about those records is that team-wide 
shutdowns take an enormous toll on organizations. Buffalo coach Ralph 
Krueger said he was “scarred” by his COVID experience. New Jersey 
goalie Mackenzie Blackwood, who went on the list nine days before 
Travis Zajac, admitted, “My thoughts were, ‘I hope this isn’t because of 
me.’” 

Marcus Foligno had the same worries in Minnesota. 

“I felt really guilty,” he said. “It’s kind of like you brought it in here … 
which is weird because you shouldn’t feel guilty.” 

He’s 100 per cent right about that. New Jersey’s Kyle Palmieri pointed 
out the Devils were on each other to wear masks and socially distance, 
but spread was “not avoidable (due to the) nature of game we play (and 
the) confines we play it in.” 

Palmieri was really honest discussing the last couple of weeks. 

“Other guys had to sit and hope they didn’t pass it along to their family 
members. That’s the toughest part…. It’s a lot of mental anxiety to go 
through.” 

7. Mentioned last week that no one should be surprised to see practice 
time/morning skates cut down in an effort to limit close contact. It’s going 
to happen for teams needing to make up games. Ruff: “If a player has 
played 20 minutes the night before, he might not practice or have a 
meaningful practice for weeks.” 

Krueger: “If it means staying off the ice between game days, if it means 
avoiding the ice completely other than games for certain stretches, that 
could happen.” 

8. Removing the glass behind the benches is a necessary COVID move, 
but it’s going to hurt the pocketbook. Make-good ads were put there. Just 
another financial challenge in a season full of them. 

9. Even if the Tokyo Olympics don’t happen, I don’t believe the NHL 
wants games any deeper in the summer than already planned. Last 
year’s TV ratings were enough proof. Plus, the goal is to start mid-
October. (Sportsnet’s Nick Alberga reported he was hearing Oct. 13, 
which fits the timeline.) 

Chris Johnston has said there’s a buffer of seven to 10 days before the 
playoffs begin. If that’s not enough, I wonder if we get to a point where 
meaningless games don’t get made up, similar to what MLB does with 
late-season postponements. 

Iain MacIntyre 

10. The math isn’t good for Nashville, seventh in the Central. We’ll see 
how the Predators attack this — do they push to try to get back into the 
race or begin to sell? Relatively inexpensive pieces contending teams 
would like: there was plenty of off-season interest in Mikael Granlund and 
Erik Haula, both of whom are on one-year deals. There would be traction 
on Nick Cousins, signed for two seasons. If it doesn’t turn around, 
eventually we get into greater philosophical discussions about a rebuild. 
Nashville has made Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen (injured now) 
available in the past, but league-wide money is tight. 
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11. Granlund is the forward I guessed Toronto would consider. They 
contacted him about his interest during the off-season, but the money 
didn’t work. I still believe the Maple Leafs will look for a top-six winger, 
We will see where it goes. 

12. The Alex Galchenyuk trade is a sign the Jimmy Vesey experiment is 
in trouble. Both players have salaries that can be stashed on the taxi 
squad/in the AHL, if necessary. It also drops the Maple Leafs from 47 
contracts to 46 (maximum 50). Flexibility is never negative. 

13. Cassie Campbell-Pascal caught it on the Calgary-Vancouver 
broadcast Monday night — Flames head coach Geoff Ward lowered 
Rasmus Andersson’s power play time. He leads the team’s defenders 
with an average of 3:36 on the man advantage, but was down to just 45 
seconds in Calgary’s 4-3 overtime win. Juuso Valimaki got 3:50 and Mark 
Giordano 2:13. To his credit, Andersson responded with a terrific 
performance, with two primary assists in 19:31. 

14. I’ve heard the rumours that Vancouver GM Jim Benning’s contract is 
not guaranteed beyond this season. I’ve looked into it. There is pushback 
on that from a couple of sources, who say it is guaranteed for two more 
years. 

15. Didn’t mind Canuck owner Francesco Aquilini’s Saturday tweetstorm 
in defence of Benning, Travis Green and the process. Rumours were 
swirling, and I do think that has an effect on players — there’s nothing 
wrong with calming the waters. 

Some votes of confidence aren’t worth the bandwidth they waste, but I do 
buy this one. There is a desire to see how this season plays out, there’s 
no appetite to add salary, and I’m not sure you could do an intensive 
search/hiring process if you wanted to. Let’s see where everything stands 
in a few months. 

16. I don’t believe Marc-Andre Fleury is available. He’s on fire, 
rejuvenated. In a year where some teams can’t make it work even with 
four goalies, why would you move him? 

Sometimes, we mistake friendliness for weakness. There’s nothing 
Fleury wouldn’t do to prove he’s still a No. 1 and he’s showing that now. 
Someday, however, I’m going to pump several GMs full of truth serum to 
figure out the truth behind the wild four-team rumours from the off-
season. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

17. Pierre-Luc Dubois lasted two games with Winnipeg before going 
down with a lower-body injury. 

“There wasn’t necessarily an event that bothered him that he came to the 
bench sore,” Jets head coach Paul Maurice said. “It’s just something that 
wasn’t right…. We’re not sure exactly how long it’s going to be. It might 
be a couple days; it might be a few more days than that.” 

The Jets can’t conclusively say it has anything to do with the 14-day 
quarantine, but two weeks with limited activity, then ramping up to play? 
It’s another challenge for Canadian teams bringing anyone into the 
country. 

18. In a year where there’ve been several public trade requests, one 
executive pointed out this is a CBA violation in the NBA. Two years ago, 
Anthony Davis was fined the maximum $50,000 when agent Rich Paul 
said his client wouldn’t re-sign with New Orleans and wanted out. (In that 
league, players are held responsible for comments made by their 
representatives.) I’d love to see what would happen if this came up in 
NHL negotiations. 

19. At some point in the next few weeks, expect the NHL and the NHLPA 
to discuss draft options. I’m all for two drafts over a seven-day span in 
Montreal during June 2022. Lots of time to make up at Stogie’s. But I do 
think there’s going to have to be some kind of option (one round?) this 
summer. Don’t think you can prevent the top prospects from the 
opportunity to play next fall. 

20. The average save percentage is .906. That would be the worst since 
a .905 figure in 2006-07. Twenty-nine goalies have played at least eight 
games. Twelve are at least 10 points above the average (Fleury .944, 
Philipp Grubauer .937, Andrei Vasilevskiy .933 lead the way). Two 
(Pekka Rinne and Tuukka Rask) are right there, and 15 are anywhere 
from five to 46 below. Two in particular, Edmonton’s Mikko Koskinen and 

Washington’s Vitek Vanecek, give it their all and battled extremely hard 
when their teams lacked depth, but looked worn out by the workload. 

21. Overtimes are up — 26 per cent of games are going to extra-time or 
a shootout. The last five seasons, it was 22 per cent. By Division: 18 
Central, 18 East, 13 West, eight North. Somehow, higher Canadian taxes 
are responsible. 

22. Two key Connor McDavid five-on-five numbers are lower than 
normal. The Oilers, as a team, are on pace to have by far their worst 
shooting percentage with the captain on the ice. Only once in his 
previous five seasons did Edmonton shoot less than 10 per cent while 
McDavid was out there, and that was 9.93 in 2017–18. Heading into 
Monday’s 6-5 loss to Winnipeg, they were at 8.86. Can’t imagine that will 
last. 

As you’d expect, they score at a much higher rate when he’s out there 
than not. Because of that shooting drop, this year’s numbers are closer. 

(Numbers courtesy Natural Stat Trick) 

Monday’s result moved the needle, as the Jets outscored Edmonton 5–4 
at five-on-five, although it was 2–1 Oilers with McDavid on the ice. 
Coming into that game, it was McDavid 50, Oilers 49. 

What does this all mean? Logic dictates that he’s got some eye-popping 
totals coming. 

23. Watching Arizona/St. Louis on Monday afternoon, it was impossible 
not to notice Conor Garland, who might be the biggest bargain in the 
NHL. Signed at $775,000, he’s got 14 points in 14 games and gave St. 
Louis all kinds of problems during the epic Blues/Coyotes seven-game 
showdown. He combined with linemates Clayton Keller and Nick 
Schmaltz for 20 points in the seven games — not too shabby against one 
of the league’s best. Last season, he led Arizona with 22 goals, but 
played only 14:09 a game. He and head coach Rick Tocchet challenged 
each other to make Garland an 18-minute player; he’s at 17:34 now. 

24. Your first trade is a shock, and some players get over it quicker than 
others. Cedric Paquette wasn’t himself in Ottawa. He didn’t have the 
edge, the nastiness we saw in Tampa Bay. His first game with Carolina 
was more what we expect. I could see the Senators, trying to build a 
young core, feeling they had to make the move. 

25. Jamie Drysdale has five points in five games. Anaheim is 31st in 
goals per game, the only team under two (1.94). He’s not a saviour, but 
how long until he gets a look? Really talented. 

26. Fantastic moment in San Jose on Monday night as John Leonard’s 
first NHL goal was set up by college roommate Mario Ferraro. In an 
interview with Bret Hedican on the Sharks’ broadcast, you could see how 
much that meant to Leonard. Ferraro’s been a revelation on a team 
needing fresh energy. 

27. The early-season comeback player of the year might be Chicago’s 
Alex DeBrincat. After 28 goals as a rookie and a mind-bending 41 in his 
sophomore season, the winger was on pace for 21 last season. (As I re-
read that sentence, it’s ridiculous to think that someone could qualify for 
a “comeback” player award following a 21-goal season, but that’s how 
well DeBrincat’s career started.) 

His 82-game pace for this year is 39. I’m careful with expected goals, as 
it sounds like what’s available publicly and privately can be different, but 
the numbers indicate he simply didn’t bury some very good chances in 
2019–20. The Blackhawks have been a surprise, and one major reason 
is they’ve found two lines that really work: DeBrincat-Pius Suter-Patrick 
Kane, and Dominik Kubalik-Dylan Strome-Philipp Kurashev. 

28. Two weeks after revealing plans for a game at Madison Square 
Garden, the Professional Women’s Hockey Players’ Association is 
bringing their tour to Chicago on March 6–7. Canada is somewhere down 
the road, once COVID protocol logistics are easier to manage. 

29. AHL Toronto added four OHLers on a tryout basis: goalie Kai 
Edmonds, and forwards James Hardie (Mississauga), Cole MacKay 
(Sault Ste. Marie) and Keegan Stevenson (Guelph). Keegan’s father, 
Jeremy, played 207 NHL games from 1995–2006 for Anaheim, Nashville, 
Minnesota and Dallas. The Marlies needed depth, and, with the Ontario 
season not expected to start until April, the players needed opportunity. 
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Because they are undrafted, were 18 by last September and the OHL 
currently isn’t playing, it can work. 

30. Last week, the Washington Capitals lost their long-time NHL Security 
Representative, James Wiseman, who died at age 82. Originally from 
Glace Bay, N.S., Wiseman spent almost 30 years in that position. When I 
broke into the business, I learned quickly that you had to know who that 
person was on all the teams you covered. They wouldn’t give you much 
information, but you could tell what was going on simply by where they 
were standing and the look on their face. 

Wiseman was a good security person and was beloved by everyone in 
the organization. A couple of years ago, the Capitals players did one of 
those funny Q&As, with one of the questions being, “Who would you call 
with your one phone call if you got in trouble?” Instead of answering with 
the name of a teammate as they did for every other question, they all 
said “Jimmy Wiseman.” That’s respect. All the best to his family. 

31. Non-Canadian blog readers/podcast listeners: We hear you. Canada 
will always be the prime focus, but I can mix it better. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Can adapting Senators muster encore after thrilling win vs. 
Leafs? 

 

Wayne ScanlanFebruary 16, 2021, 11:40 AM 

 

The beauty of hockey -- it can sprinkle stardust on an ugly game and turn 
it into something wondrous and magical as well as any Disney studio. 

If you like your underdogs, your David vs. Goliath or your Rocky vs. 
Apollo Creed, then Monday’s game at Scotiabank Arena was for you. 

No team seemed less equipped to rebound from a 5-1 second-period 
deficit than the North Division’s last-place Ottawa Senators and few 
teams seemed less vulnerable than the first place Toronto Maple Leafs. 

And yet, here we are. Thanks to the greatest comeback in Senators 
franchise history, they own their first two-game win streak of the season. 
From 1992-2021, an Ottawa team had trailed by at least four goals in a 
regular season game 240 times and this was the first instance the 
Senators emerged with a win. 

“It’s hockey, anything can happen,” said overtime hero Evgenii Dadonov, 
who tied the game late in the third. “We didn’t stop playing.” 

 

A shorthanded goal by Nick Paul late in the second period gave the 
Senators hope. 

“That was huge going into the intermission,” said winger Drake 
Batherson, who scored Ottawa’s first goal of the night. “The older guys 
told us through the second intermission to keep going. Anything can 
happen. And we showed it there by tying it up.” 

After that same penalty kill featuring the Paul goal, defenceman Artem 
Zub emerged from the penalty box and scored his first NHL goal on a 
breakaway. A gorgeous deke from a player brought over from the KHL 
for his defensive play. Now, the magic was surely in the air. 

Joy can be fleeting in a condensed, pandemic hockey schedule, 
however. The Senators beat the Winnipeg Jets 2-1 on Saturday in the 
dying seconds of a Hockey Day in Canada game, then the smiles were 
wiped off their faces while getting routed for the better part of 40 minutes 
of a 5-1 game against the Leafs. Play was as lopsided as in any Ottawa 
game this season, but as head coach D.J. Smith would say afterwards, 
his team was due for a break after losing some heartbreakers earlier in 
the schedule. 

Now, the question is can they build momentum from a miracle? Or was it 
a mirage? 

What do the Senators do for an encore? 

Before this dramatic turn of events in Winnipeg and Toronto, things 
looked dire. Starting goaltender Matt Murray was injured and backup 
Marcus Hogberg was essentially put on notice that he had to turn in a 
solid game against Winnipeg or the club would find other options. 

Hogberg was brilliant in the 2-1 victory against the Jets, and while he 
yielded five in the early Leafs onslaught, he didn’t give up a sixth. Several 
stops in the third period and overtime were spectacular, including 
outlasting Mitch Marner on what could have been the goal of the year if 
he’d pulled it off. On the night, Hogberg stopped 33 of 38 Toronto shots. 

Dorion making moves 

On the face of it, a team that had a 2-12-1 record as recently as Saturday 
morning, would seem likely to be in a state of inertia. It would be easy to 
get paralyzed into numbness, and just ride out the string, hoping that the 
months pass quickly so the Senators could turn a page. Play the kids, 
draft well, move onto next year. 

Instead, general manager Pierre Dorion is trying to manage his way out 
of this latest crisis. Goaltenders have been moving in and around the 
roster and taxi squad like chess pieces wielded by Beth Harmon. And on 
the weekend, Dorion moved out two pending unrestricted free agents, 
forwards Alex Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette, in exchange for a third 
pending UFA, former Senators winger Ryan Dzingel. 

Don’t look now, but the Senators are 2-0 since making the trade! (Never 
mind that Dzingel is in COVID-19 quarantine and won’t play until March 
1). 

As it did in the off-season, Murray’s phone is buzzing. 

For starters, Dorion and Smith had to deal with the loss of their No. 1 
goalie. Most frustrating about the injury, Murray had only just begun to 
find the form that Dorion was hoping for when he traded for Murray back 
in October and signed him to a four-year deal. Murray got hurt in a 
collision with his own defenceman, Nikita Zaitsev, in Winnipeg last 
Thursday. 

That left the job to backup Hogberg, a frightening proposition considering 
Hogberg couldn’t seem to find his angles or his net in his seven previous 
season appearances. But in his eighth game, Hogberg delivered the 
most inspiring Ottawa performance of the season, stopping 30 of 31 
shots (a save percentage of .968) while his teammates got him a last-
second goal, a redirect by Brady Tkachuk, to stun the hometown Jets. 

Murray practised with the team on Monday and could be back as early as 
Wednesday. Look for Murray and Hogberg to split the remaining games 
of the Toronto series, Wednesday and Thursday. 

When goaltender Joey Daccord was recalled from AHL Belleville after 
just one start, a 5-1 loss in Laval on Friday, and moved from the taxi 
squad to the active roster to backup Hogberg in Toronto on Monday, he 
became the third different backup the Senators have used. 

Filip Gustavsson, who was on the bench in Winnipeg on Saturday, was 
moved to the taxi squad. But with Murray better, Daccord is moving back 
to the taxi squad while Gustavsson is shifted to the Belleville roster. 

Dzingel, two-time deadline transaction? 

When Dorion flipped out Galchenyuk and Paquette to Carolina in 
exchange for Dzingel, there were those who wondered if he was simply 
rearranging deck chairs on a certain ship that need not be named. 

In fact, the move does shake things up around the Senators room. 
Dorion is letting his group know that he is not going to stand idly by while 
they lose the bulk of their games, even if they have played much better 
since their turnaround game in Montreal on Feb. 4. 

If the GM can improve the team week to week, even marginally, he will, 
while recognizing he can always flip out veteran players at the deadline 
to acquire draft picks or prospects. Clearly, the Hurricanes wanted 
Paquette and took on Galchenyuk just so Ottawa could dump the 
contract (one year at $1.05M). Galchenyuk was promptly put on waivers 
by Carolina before being traded to the Leafs. Fortunately for him, he 
remained in Ottawa at the time of the trade and so can move to Toronto 
without facing a cross-border quarantine. 
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Dzingel, 28, was a two-time 20-goal scorer while with the Senators in his 
first go-around (23 in 2017-18, 22 in 2018-19). He should have some 
familiarity and comfort with the organization that drafted him out of Ohio 
State in 2011 (seventh round, 204th overall), although there are only a 
handful of players left from the Ottawa team he knew two years ago. 

Dzingel said he believes he will get more opportunity with Ottawa than he 
did in Carolina. 

“It’s been a crazy few days and I’m just excited to be back,” Dzingel said 
on a Zoom call with reporters on Tuesday. “I think anytime you get a 
second chance in anything in life it’s pretty special, so I’m looking at 
things with a different lens right now. 

“Other than this 14-day quarantine, being stuck in the Brookstreet (Hotel 
in Kanata), I’m excited ... to get this thing going in 12 or 13 days when I 
get out of jail here.” 

Dzingel can practice with the Senators on Feb. 28. The team’s next 
game after that is March 1 vs. Calgary. 

As we mentioned last week, the Senators are sure to be busy at the 
trade deadline, and even beforehand, with as many as nine pending 
UFAs on their roster. Now they are down to eight. Dzingel will get his 
chance to help his old team, but is also a deadline trade option. 

Remaining Time -1:57 

Ryan Dzingel feels very special to get second chance with Senators 

Why did Dorion sign so many veteran castoffs in the off-season? As near 
as we can figure, he was auditioning players who should have been 
motivated to salvage their careers, to see which ones might work out, 
and either complement the youth corps or push them to be better. 

Some have. Winger Austin Watson has come in and been a well-
conditioned, gritty, useful bottom six forward. 

Not so much for Galchenyuk, Paquette or centre Derek Stepan, who 
would like to be accommodated with a trade closer to his family in 
Arizona if possible. 

Defencemen Braydon Coburn and Josh Brown have played their way out 
of the lineup. 

Erik Gudbranson has played important minutes for Ottawa, and looked to 
be in a good pairing with Erik Brannstrom until Brannstrom got hurt. 

Dadonov was no castoff, but a significant free agent signing at three 
years at a $5-million AAV. With his pair of goals on Monday, Dadonov 
has surged to lead team scoring with six goals and is looking effective 
with Colin White and Paul, arguably the Senators best line of late. 

Now, the teams get to do it all over again. Those pesky Senators, with 
three of their four victories registered against their eastern rivals from 
Toronto (2) and Montreal (1) will be tested by the Maple Leafs in 
Wednesday’s rematch. 

They might not want to risk a four-goal deficit this time, but then again, 
the Senators have trailed in all of their victories this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Pionk flies under radar with Jets, but 'amazing' play 
drawing attention 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorldFebruary 16, 2021, 9:07 
AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Neal Pionk still speaks softly, though nobody is wondering 
anymore if he can carry a big stick. 

When it comes to the Winnipeg Jets defenceman, he arrived with big 
shoes to fill, following the June 2019 trade that brought him over from the 

New York Rangers (along with a 2019 first-round draft pick that turned 
into Ville Heinola) for fellow blue-liner Jacob Trouba. 

The reaction to the move made by Jets general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff in the days leading up to the draft was swift and mostly 
negative, much like it was last month when Pierre-Luc Dubois was 
acquired from the Columbus Blue Jackets for forwards Patrik Laine and 
Jack Roslovic. 

How could the Jets send the ninth-overall pick in the 2012 NHL Draft, a 
guy who was playing top-pairing minutes and just produced a career-high 
50 points and only get a relatively unknown and undrafted college free 
agent in return? 

It was a reasonable question on the surface, though the answer has 
become more apparent over the course of time. 

This wasn’t about where the players were at back then, it had more to do 
with the level the Jets were projecting Pionk might eventually reach. 

Remaining Time -2:12 

Jets' Pionk holding his own in head-to-head matchup with McDavid 

The truth of the matter was that most people hadn’t seen Pionk play a 
single NHL game, let alone be able to pick him out of a crowd. 

Most observers had no idea what the organization was getting in return. 

It turns out the Jets had done their due diligence and received a more-
than-capable D-man who has turned out to be an outstanding fit. 

Pionk had his fingerprints all over Monday’s 6-5 victory over the 
Edmonton Oilers at Rexall Place and no, that’s not a misprint. 

The defenceman had a massive impact in a game that saw the Jets take 
a 4-1 lead to chase Mike Smith after 11 shots on goal, only to see the 
Oilers even the score 5-5 early in the third period before captain Blake 
Wheeler responded with the game-winner at 6:22 on a nifty redirection. 

Despite the high-octane offensive outburst that was reminiscent of a 
Smythe Division battle right out of the 1980s, there was Pionk battling 
along the boards and delivering a jarring check on Oilers centre Leon 
Draisaitl in the latter stages of the contest as the Jets attempted to 
preserve a one-goal lead. 

There was Pionk, physically engaged in numerous battles with Oilers 
captain Connor McDavid — including one at the defensive blue line 
where Pionk appeared to take a stick in the face that went unpenalized. 

No matter, Pionk didn’t look for an official to plead his case, he simply 
dusted himself off during the stoppage in play and got ready for his next 
shift. 

And there was Pionk, chipping in another two assists as his offensive 
numbers continue to rise. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“They’re two of the best players in the world. To go toe-to-toe with them, 
it’s fun competing against them and it’s fun playing against them,” said 
Pionk, who is up to 12 points in 15 games. “Obviously, it’s a challenge 
every night, but we got it done.” 

It wasn’t always pretty and it’s never easy, but Pionk’s ability to handle 
the shutdown role alongside free-agent acquisition Derek Forbort has 
been a massive development as the Jets improved to 9-5-1 to start a 
four-game road trip. 

Never mind that Pionk is a bit undersized, his skill set, compete level and 
ability to get inside leverage allow him to not only survive, but often thrive 
against the opponent’s top players. 

Jets head coach Paul Maurice and his staff are comfortable using Pionk 
in any situation — and it’s easy to see why. 

“He's been really solid for us,” said Jets left-winger Kyle Connor. “He can 
run a power play, he's great at getting the pucks through. When he's up 
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top, he finds the good lanes and doesn't seem to get it blocked very 
much. 

“He plays hard, too. I mean you saw him against McDavid a lot of times 
out there. Great speed and closing ability, good stick. He kind of does 
everything really well, and has been one of our best defencemen this 
year.” 

One minor correction to that final statement from Connor: Pionk has been 
the best defenceman for the Jets to this point — and that’s not meant to 
take anything away from the play of his regular partner, Forbort. 

Pionk and Forbort spent the summer skating together in Duluth, Minn., 
and it’s clear they used the time wisely and developed some chemistry 
that has carried over into this compressed season. 

“I always knew who he was. I actually played hockey with and against his 
younger brother growing up, so I knew the family a little bit and of course 
knew who he was,” said Pionk, who recorded a career-best 45 points in 
71 games with the Jets last season. “He’s a pretty laid-back guy, has a 
pretty good sense of humour. Then on the ice, his hockey IQ is pretty 
high. It’s been fun playing with him.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

As you can see, Pionk prefers to let his play do the talking for him. 

When he does speak, he chooses his words carefully and doesn’t get 
overly emotional. 

Not only is Pionk concise and to the point, he never draws attention to 
himself. 

Consider the reaction to this query, seeking a quick comment about what 
it’s been like to take on a role with so much responsibility attached to it 
since joining the Jets. 

“It’s great having the trust of the coaching staff along with the great 
players that surround me,” said Pionk. “It makes my job easy.” 

Pionk isn’t here to be a quote machine, he’s focused on more important 
tasks. 

Besides, his Jets teammates are more than happy to keep tossing 
compliments in his direction. 

“He’s amazing,” said Jets centre Mark Scheifele, who had a goal and 
three points to extend a personal points streak to seven games. “You see 
he puts his heart on his sleeve every single night and he battles for us 
and does everything. From PP to PK to 5-on-5, whatever it is, he’s 
battling his hardest and he’s giving it his all. That’s all you can ask of the 
guy and he does a fantastic job.” 

Maurice doesn’t think Pionk is going to fly under the radar much longer, 
not with all the attention being paid across the country after the creation 
of the North Division. 

“He’s an exceptional player. Eventually, Neal will be appreciated, in part 
because he plays in Canada,” said Maurice. “If he was playing in a less 
scrutinized market, his game might quietly be underappreciated. But we 
certainly appreciate it here.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames reach quarter mark dogged by familiar concerns 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Perhaps Milan Lucic said it best. 

On Monday, the 32-year-old Calgary winger, one of the team’s better 
forwards this season, was the latest Flame to get asked about the team’s 
up-and-down play thus far. 

The introspective Lucic compared it to the famous Robert Louis 
Stevenson novella. 

"I think it's been a little, you know, Jekyll and Hyde,” he said before the 
team went on to a 4-3 overtime victory against the Vancouver Canucks 
on Monday night. 

“I think our good has been really good, but it hasn't been there enough if 
you ask me for the first quarter of the season." 

Or, as Stevenson wrote in 1886 when referring to Mr. Hyde (and not to 
this version of the Calgary Flames): 

“He gives a strong feeling of deformity, although I couldn’t specify the 
point. He’s an extraordinary-looking man, and yet I really can name 
nothing out of the way.” 

Through their first 15 games of the season, the two words that have been 
most used to describe the 2020-21 version of the Calgary Flames have 
been “competitive” and “consistency.” 

Thus far, the team boasts an 8-6-1 record - fifth in the North Division, 
where the top four teams will make the postseason, and has yet to win 
more than three consecutive games. 

More often than not, great efforts have been followed by poor ones. The 
latest example came last week. After defeating the Canucks 3-1 on 
Thursday night, they fired just four shots on goal in the game’s first 
period two nights later en route to a 3-1 loss while being outshot 46-19. 

"We weren't competitive," a visibly upset head coach Geoff Ward said 
after the loss on Saturday night. 

Veteran forward Sean Monahan once again referenced the team’s need 
to increase its compete level. 

“That’s not a game we want,” he said. 

Longtime captain Mark Giordano wouldn’t put a letter grade on the early 
part of the season, but again echoed the need for consistency. 

“We’ve had moments where we’ve been good,” he said last week. “But 
we know we can get a way more consistent 60-minute game night in and 
night out. We’re trending in the right direction but we’re not quite there 
yet.” 

Stellar goaltending masking poor play 

One of the troubling early-season trends is the team’s over-reliance on 
goalie Jacob Markstrom. 

The Swede has arguably been the most impactful free agent signing of 
any NHL team last off-season. He’s played the fourth-most minutes of 
any goalie this season, behind only fellow North Division goalies Frederik 
Andersen, Mikko Koskinen, and Connor Hellebuyck. Markstrom was the 
team’s lone bright spot on Saturday night, stopping 43 shots - the fourth-
highest number of saves by a Flames goalie in a regulation defeat in 
team history. 

“He’s won a lot of hockey games for us already, but we’ve got to help him 
out,” Dillon Dube said. 

Compounding the Flames’ challenges are the struggles of former starter 
David Rittich, whose 0.857 save percentage ranks second-last among 
the 64 goalies who have played more than one game this season. 

Rittich’s struggles have forced Ward and the team’s new goaltending 
department to play Markstrom more than intended early on this season. 

Lack of depth scoring 

While Monahan, Johnny Gaudreau, and Elias Lindholm have produced 
offensively (and the line of Lucic - Mikael Backlund - Andrew Mangiapane 
has been the team’s most effective trio in February), offensive production 
beyond those players has been in short supply. 

Newcomers Dominik Simon, Joakim Nordstrom, and Josh Leivo have 
combined for two assists in 33 games. Dube has struggled at times 
playing with Matthew Tkachuk and Lindholm, with just four points in his 
past 10 games (though he looked great while reunited with Lucic and 
Sam Bennett on Monday night against Vancouver, scoring once while 
being assertive on the forecheck). 
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The Flames’ next 13 games see them play division leaders Montreal and 
Toronto just four times combined, the Ottawa Senators five times and the 
Edmonton Oilers three times, providing an opportunity for Calgary to 
potentially make up ground in the standings. 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

- One of the biggest issues for the Flames this season is their play in the 
first period. Their first period shot differential of -54 is tied with the 
Philadelphia Flyers for the lowest in the league. In the third period, the 
Flames’ goal differential of +6 is fourth-best, while their shot differential of 
+24 is fifth-highest. 

- Something to watch for from the Vancouver Canucks: Two Flames 
players have used the term “full-court press” when referring to how they 
pressure teams in the neutral zone 

- The North Division is seen as the most offensive of the four NHL 
divisions, but its defensive game is equally impressive, with Calgary, 
Toronto, and Montreal all ranking in the top-five in even-strength save 
percentage. 

- As Ward continues to search for consistency, emotion, and 
competitiveness, it’s possible Brett Ritchie gets a look at some point. The 
27-year-old, who’s shuttled between the roster, taxi squad, and AHL this 
season while on a one-year deal, could be effective in a fourth-line role. 
Last season, he was fourth among Boston Bruins forwards with 89 hits. 
From 2016-17 to 2018-19 with the Dallas Stars, he led the team in overall 
hits (451) and hits per game (11.84). Right now, the Flames rank 23rd 
(and last in the North Division) with 270 hits. Ritchie adds a dimension 
that’s clearly lacking with this group. 
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