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Carolina Hurricanes left feeling sour after team’s first overtime loss in almost a year
By Chip Alexander
The Carolina Hurricanes played one of those games
Wednesday that left everyone in the locker room grumpy.
Not the Florida Panthers’ locker room. Those guys had to be
whooping it up. They came from behind to win 4-3 in
overtime at PNC Arena, taking over first place in the NHL’s
Central Division with a 10-2-2 record and 22 points.
Jonathan Huberdeau capped a near-flawless game with the
overtime winner, beating goalie Alex Nedeljkovic with a crafty
forehand at 2:29 of the OT. That came after he contributed a
power-play goal in the second period with a blistering topshelf shot and set up Alex Wennberg for a goal early in the
third with a spinning pass off the wall.
The Canes (10-3-1) were left feeling sour. They were sharp
enough in the first period, taking a 2-0 lead late in the period
on rapid-fire goals from Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho that
were 22 seconds apart.
Staal extended his goal streak to four straight games, Aho
redirected a Brett Pesce shot and the Canes had the
Panthers on their heels.
“We played our game, got the pucks deep, went to forecheck
and got a lot of pucks back,” Aho said.
But Huberdeau’s power-play goal was the game’s turning
point, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. The Panthers
kept coming, tying the score on the Wennberg goal off the
rush and then moving ahead 3-2 on Juho Lammikko’s first
NHL goal, at 12:06 of the third.
“Halfway through the game we were pretty good but then we
took that penalty and they scored and I thought everything
changed after that,” Brind’Amour said. “We were on our
heels the whole rest of the way. We probably got fortunate to
even get a point out of it.”
‘It’s not on the goalie’
Vincent Trocheck, playing for the first time against the team
that traded him to Carolina last season, tied it for the Canes
with a brilliant redirect -- a power-play goal that eventually
got the Canes a point. Leaving his stick on the ice, Trocheck
popped the puck up and past goalie Chris Driedger on a
pass from Andrei Svechnikov.

Nedeljkovic, in his second start of the season, was cleanly
beaten twice by Huberdeau. But the goal by Lammikko was
too soft, the backhand shot beating him at the shortside post,
the puck trickling over the goal line.
Brind’Amour didn’t want to point a finger at Nedeljkovic, who
has gotten a chance to play while Petr Mrazek recovers from
thumb surgery.
“We just didn’t get to work and let the other team back in and
they’ve got too much talent to do that,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s
the NHL. You’re going to get what we got when you’re not
ready to play every shift. It’s 60 minutes. There’s no way
around it. It’s not on the goalie.”
Canes sloppy in overtime
The Canes had not lost a game in overtime or a shootout
since Feb. 29, 2020 when they were beaten in overtime in
Montreal. But they were sloppy in the OT as Jake Gardiner
had a cross-ice pass to Trocheck picked off by Aleksander
Barkov, who quickly pushed the puck up ice to Huberdeau.
According to Natural Stat Trick, a hockey analytics website,
the Canes had a big edge five on five Wednesday -- 28-18 in
scoring chances (16-5 in the first period) and 13-3 in highdanger scoring chances. But those are the numbers. On the
ice, the Panthers were the better team as Staal said the
Canes got “too cute” with their play.
Driedger, 5-1-1 in seven games this season with Florida,
stopped 32 shots and had an assist on the Wennberg goal.
“The last two periods we were missing details, we were
maybe a little sloppy with the puck at the blue lines,” Aho
said. “That’s a great team. We’ll just have to play better.”
They’ll get seven more cracks at it.
COVID report
The NHL puts out a daily COVID-19 protocol list of the
players who are not available for COVID reasons. But what
about coaches and staff?
Brind’Amour said Wednesday that none of the Canes
coaches or staff members had been directly affected by
COVID during the pandemic.
“No, other than what everybody else has to deal with, which
is lifestyle changes and all that,” he said. “But, no, we’ve
been pretty good, pretty lucky I guess.”
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Strong start, late goal earn Hurricanes a point in disjointed effort against Panthers
After a dominant first period, Carolina was flat the rest of the
way against Florida
By Cory Lavalette
The Carolina Hurricanes played arguably their best period of
the season Wednesday in the opening 20 minutes, but their
two-goal lead evaporated the rest of the way and Carolina
was fortunate to earn a point in a 4-3 overtime loss to the
Panthers at PNC Arena.
Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck scored
for the Hurricanes, but Jonathan Huberdeau had two goals
and three points — including the game-ending score in
overtime
Three Thoughts
1. The Hurricanes have had, top to bottom, arguably the best
groups of centers in the NHL this season. It got even better
this week with the addition of Cedric Paquette to anchor the
fourth line.
On Tuesday, none of them was the best center on the ice.
Huberdeau scored on the power play just past the game’s
midway point to halve Carolina’s lead. Then early in the third,
his beautiful spinning backhanded pass to Alex Wennberg
tied the game and will probably show up on end-of-season
highlight reels.
Huberdeau capped it all off with a breakaway goal in
overtime to give Florida the win.
“Yeah, he played well,” Staal grudgingly admitted.
2. The Hurricanes had a dominant first 18 minutes, but it
looked like they would come away empty-handed in the first
period.
Then came the final two minutes.
In a period where the ice was severely tilted toward the
Florida net, Carolina doubled up the Panthers in shot
attempts yet was knotted at 0-0. The Hurricanes broke
through at 18:28, with Staal scoring for the fourth straight
game. Twenty-two seconds later, Aho redirected a Brett
Pesce shot to give Carolina a 2-0 lead heading into the first
intermission.
“We were ready to play, “Aho said,” and we played our
game. We got pucks deep, we went to the forecheck, we got
a lot of pucks back. They made a few turnovers, like on
Jordo’s goal.”
Unfortunately for the Hurricanes, the first was the only one in
which they were the better team.

“We took that penalty and then they scored,” Hurricanes
coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Huberdeau’s power play goal
at 10:52 of the second. “I thought everything changed after
that. We were just on our heels the whole rest of the way and
probably got fortunate even get a point out of it.”
3. Nedeljkovic had perhaps his best game in a Hurricanes
uniform, making several good stops that fended off the
Panthers when they were the better team after the first
period.
But about that third goal.
Juho Lammikko’s seemingly harmless backhand from the
bottom of the right circle found its way through Nedeljkovic’s
pads — for his first NHL goal — to give Florida a 3-2 lead.
Carolina did get it back — Trocheck scored in his first game
against his former team on a beautiful redirection with under
seven minutes remaining — but it was a tough moment for a
goalie who is still trying to prove he belongs in the NHL.
“I thought he was good,” Brind’Amour said. “Tonight,
obviously, you’d like to have that one back, but he made a
couple of real big saves. … He certainly wasn’t the issue
tonight. We weren’t very good.”
That’s all true. But Nedeljkovic has allowed a goal in the final
seven minutes of each of his starts since Petr Mrazek was
injured, all in tight games.
His last chance to redeem himself came in overtime, but on
the heels of making all three stops in Saturday’s shootout to
earn a win, he was unable to stop Huberdeau on a
breakaway in overtime Wednesday.
Number To Know
28 — Combined goals this season for Brock McGinn, Nino
Niederreiter, Staal and Trocheck, who are all tied for the
Hurricanes team lead with seven goals in a combined 63
games (0.44 goals per game). Last season, Niederreiter had
11, Staal posted eight, McGinn seven and Trocheck had one
in seven games with Carolina after coming over from Florida
at the trade deadline. In 210 man games played for the
Hurricanes, the foursome had just 27 goals (0.13 goals per
game)
They Said It
“That’s a great team. So we just have to play better and keep
our game going for 60 minutes.”
— Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho on Carolina’s poor play
after a dominant first period
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Plus

Minus

Vincent Trocheck, Hurricanes forward — Trocheck got the
Hurricanes a point with his redirection of Andrei Svechnikov’s
shot at the start of Carolina’s late-game power play.

Jake Gardiner, Hurricanes defenseman — This is a tough
one because Gardiner was having a monster night. At one
point in the game, he and partner Brett Pesce were both at a
better than 80% Corsi For percentage and carrying play.
Those numbers went the other way in the second half of the
game, and Gardiner was the main culprit on Huberdeau’s
overtime winner.

It was surely an emotional game for Trocheck, who had to
wait almost a full year to finally get to play a game against
the team that drafted him and traded him after six-plus
seasons.
Brind’Amour didn’t notice any difference.
“He’s been good all year,” the coach said of Trocheck. “So
it’s not just tonight. He’s engaged and he competes. Sixtyminute effort from him. We’ve been fortunate that he’s played
so well. That was a big goal just to get a point for us.”

Carolina has had such success in overtime by holding onto
the puck and biding its time for Grade-A chances. Gardiner
tried to force a pass to Trocheck that was chipped the other
way for Huberdeau, who went the length of the ice for the
game-deciding goal.

Recap: Canes Fight Back to Earn Point Against Panthers
Trocheck ties game in third, Huberdeau wins in OT
By Michael Smith
The Carolina Hurricanes fought back to earn a point in a 4-3
overtime loss to the Florida Panthers.
Vincent Trocheck's power-play goal tied the game at three in
the latter half of the third period, but Jonathan Huberdeau
found the back of the net in overtime for his second goal of
the game.
"The way we finished that game was disappointing. We were
in control in the first, and we kind of just let them back into it
with sloppy play and not being sharp," Jordan Staal said.
"We've got to find a way to get to the game we know we can
play, the simplicity of getting in behind them, grinding them
out and creating chances off of turnovers."
The Difference
Jonathan Huberdeau factored in on three of the four
Panthers' goals, and all three plays were highlight-reel
quality.
In the second period, Huberdeau streaked down the near
wing and sniped a shot over Alex Nedeljkovic's far shoulder
to cut the Canes' lead in half at 2-1. Then in the third,
Huberdeau hit a spin move and fired a backhand centering
feed onto the tape of Alex Wennberg, who tied the game at
two. In overtime, Huberdeau skated in alone and eluded
Nedeljkovic's poke check and slid the puck past him for the
deciding tally.
Plus/Minus
Plus: Vincent Trocheck

It's been almost a year since the Canes acquired Trocheck
from the Panthers at the trade deadline, so his first match-up
against his former team had been a long time coming - and
you knew Trocheck was going to be hungry.
Trocheck helped the Canes salvage a point when he scored
a power-play goal with 6:21 remaining in regulation. Parked
alongside the net, Trocheck turned the blade of his stick to
roof a deflection over Chris Driedger.
"He's engaged, and he competes," head coach Rod
Brind'Amour said. "We've been fortunate he's played so well.
That was a big goal just to get a point for us."
Minus: The second half of the game
With about nine minutes left in the second period,
Huberdeau netted a power-play goal to get the Panthers on
the board.
"Everything changed after that," Brind'Amour said. "We were
on our heels the rest of the way and were probably fortunate
to even get a point out of it."
That goal gave the Panthers some momentum, and in the
process, the Canes came off their game. They weren't as
responsible with the puck and got away from playing the
game that makes them successful: possessing the puck,
getting it behind the defense, grinding out a forecheck and
creating offense from there.
"That second half of the game we just didn't get to work. We
let the other team back in, and they've got too much talent to
do that," Brind'Amour said. "We have to be better for the
whole game."
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Stats Pack
5: Staal has scored five goals in his last four games. His
seventh of the season opened the scoring late in the first
period. The Panthers coughed up the puck in their own zone,
right to Warren Foegele, who then threaded the needle
through a pair of reaching sticks to Staal. With a step on
Aaron Ekblad, Staal then snapped a quick shot Driedger's
glove.
Staal leads the team in points (15) and is tied for the team
lead in goals (7).
22: The Canes are making a habit out of quick strikes. After
scoring 19 seconds apart and 27 seconds apart on Monday,
the Canes scored two goals in 22 seconds late in the first
period. Sebastian Aho followed up Staal's tally, doubling the
Canes' lead with a redirection in the slot of Brett Pesce's
point shot.

Aho now has goals in back-to-back games for the first time
this season.
1: This marked the Canes' first loss at home this season (40-1) and their first loss in overtime or the shootout (4-1).
Quote of the Night
"It was a good first period. We were ready to play. We played
our game. … The last two periods and OT, we were missing
details. We were maybe a little sloppy with the puck on the
blue lines. That's a great team. We just have to play better
and keep our game going for a full 60 minutes." - Sebastian
Aho
Up Next
The Canes host the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday and
Saturday, the only two-game set of this five-game
homestand.

Super 16: Bruins new No. 1, Islanders enter top 10
Hurricanes rise four spots, Blue Jackets drop out of
NHL.com power rankings
By Dan Rosen
The Boston Bruins are the new No. 1 in the weekly NHL.com
Super 16 power rankings, replacing the Tampa Bay
Lightning, who dropped to No. 2.
The Bruins, No. 1 for the first time this season, had a fivegame winning streak and a 10-game point streak end with a
4-2 loss to the New York Islanders on Monday. Boston is tied
for second in the NHL with the Vegas Golden Knights in
goals-against per game (2.14), eighth on the power play
(27.3 percent), second on the penalty kill (88.0 percent), and
first in face-off percentage (57.8 percent).
The Islanders moved up four spots to No. 10 with a threegame winning streak and eight-game point streak (5-0-3).
The Florida Panthers defeated the Lightning twice in three
games during the past week and rose three spots to No. 6.
The Carolina Hurricanes advanced four spots to No. 7.
To create the Super 16, each of the 14 participating staff
members put together his or her version of what they think it
should look like. Those were submitted and a point total
assigned to each.
The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second
got 15, third 14, and so on down to No. 16, which got one
point.
Here is the Super 16:

1. Boston Bruins (10-2-2)
Total points: 210
Last week: No. 2
Brad Marchand's next goal will be his 300th in the NHL. He'll
become the seventh player to score at least 300 with the
Bruins, joining Johnny Bucyk (545), Phil Esposito (459), Rick
Middleton (402), Ray Bourque (395), Patrice Bergeron (359)
and Cam Neely (344). The left wing leads Boston with nine
this season.
2. Tampa Bay Lightning (10-3-1)
Total points: 205
Last week: No. 1
Alexander Volkov has scored three goals in his past two
games after the forward scored none in his first 16 NHL
games. The Lightning have played nine games when at least
one team has scored as many as five goals (6-3-0). Center
Anthony Cirelli has missed two games and is week to week
with an upper-body injury.
3. Vegas Golden Knights (10-3-1)
Total points: 201
Last week: No. 3
Marc-Andre Fleury has started five straight games (3-2-0,
1.81 goals-against average, .931 save percentage, one
shutout). The Golden Knights have scored six goals (two at
even strength, four on the power play) and are 9-for-9 on the
penalty kill in their past four games.
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4. Toronto Maple Leafs (12-3-2)
Total points: 164
Last week: No. 4
Auston Matthews has scored 14 goals in his past 16 games
and 172 goals in 299 NHL games. The center has scored
five game-winning goals this season.

The Blues are 9-for-9 on the penalty kill in their past three
games. Goalie Jordan Binnington has allowed two goals on
44 shots in his past two starts, including a 1-0 loss to the
Arizona Coyotes on Monday. Torey Krug is available against
the San Jose Sharks on Thursday after the defenseman did
not play in the third period Monday because of an upperbody injury.

5. Colorado Avalanche (8-4-1)
Total points: 152
Last week: No. 6

12. Winnipeg Jets (9-6-1)
Total points: 81
Last week: No. 13

The Avalanche have scored first in 10 of their 13 games (72-1). They are 93.3 percent on the penalty kill (28-for-30) in
nine games since Jan. 22, but 14.3 percent (5-for-35) on the
power play in the same span, including 0-for-11 in their past
four games.

Mark Scheifele has scored 12 points (five goals, seven
assists) in an eight-game point streak. The center also had a
five-game point streak from Jan. 19-26 (nine points; two
goals, seven assists) and has scored a point in 14 of the 17
games.

6. Florida Panthers (10-2-2)
Total points: 148
Last week: No. 9

13. Washington Capitals (7-4-3)
Total points: 75
Last week: No. 8

The Panthers are 5-0-1 on the road with center Aleksander
Barkov scoring seven points (three goals, four assists). They
are 4-0-0 with 13 goals in games after a loss.

Nicklas Backstrom's assist in a 3-1 win against the
Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday was his 696th in the NHL.
The center needs four to become the third active player with
at least 700 (Joe Thornton, 1,091; Sidney Crosby, 808;
Anaheim Ducks center Ryan Getzlaf also has 696 assists),
and the fifth Sweden-born player with at least that many,
joining Nicklas Lidstrom (878), Henrik Sedin (830), Mats
Sundin (785) and Daniel Alfredsson (713).

7. Carolina Hurricanes (10-3-1)
Total points: 142
Last week: No. 11
Jordan Staal has scored in four straight games (five goals)
and five of his past six. The center has scored seven goals in
13 games this season after he scored eight in 68 games last
season.
8. Montreal Canadiens (9-4-2)
Total points: 134
Last week: No. 5
Goalies Carey Price and Jake Allen have combined to allow
no more than three goals in 12 straight games. The
Canadiens are 2-for-22 on the power play in their past eight.
They did not have an opportunity on the man-advantage in a
2-1 win against the Maple Leafs on Saturday.
9. Philadelphia Flyers (8-3-2)
Total points: 113
Last week: No. 7

14. Chicago Blackhawks (9-5-4)
Total points: 41
Last week: No. 15
Patrick Kane has scored at least two points in five of
Chicago's past 10 games. The right wing is four goals from
400, which would make him the fourth player to score that
many with the Blackhawks, joining Bobby Hull (604), Stan
Mikita (541) and Steve Larmer (406).
15. Dallas Stars (5-3-4)
Total points: 32
Last week: No. 12

The Flyers returned to practice Tuesday and are expected to
play the New York Rangers in Philadelphia on Thursday,
their first game since Feb. 7 because of a pause to comply
with NHL COVID-19 protocols.

The Stars have lost five straight games (0-2-3) and have
allowed a power-play goal in four in a row. They had three
games postponed this week, two against the Nashville
Predators and one against the Lightning, because of
weather-related problems in the Dallas area. Rookie forward
Jason Robertson has a four-game point streak (two goals,
three assists).

10. New York Islanders (8-4-3)
Total points: 87
Last week: No. 14

16. New Jersey Devils (5-3-2)
Total points: 9
Last week: NR

The Islanders have allowed three goals in their three-game
winning streak. They have four shutouts, including 3-0
against the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday, the first NHL shutout
for goalie Ilya Sorokin, who made 20 saves. Forward JeanGabriel Pageau has scored in four straight games (five
goals) after scoring once in his first 11.

Mackenzie Blackwood is 3-0-1 with a 1.92 GAA and .948
save percentage in four starts this season. The goalie made
37 saves in a 5-2 win at the Rangers on Tuesday, the Devils'
first game since Jan. 31 because of a pause to comply with
NHL COVID-19 protocols.

11. St. Louis Blues (9-5-2)
Total points: 85
Last week: No. 10

Others receiving points: Edmonton Oilers 7, Pittsburgh
Penguins 6, Arizona Coyotes 5, Calgary Flames 5,
Columbus Blue Jackets 2
Dropped out: Blue Jackets (No. 16)
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HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM
AMALIE BENJAMIN
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6.
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Carolina
Hurricanes; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11.
St. Louis Blues; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. New York
Islanders; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Dallas Stars; 16.
Calgary Flames
TIM CAMPBELL
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6.
Florida Panthers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9.
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Montreal Canadiens; 11.
Washington Capitals; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Winnipeg
Jets; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. New York Islanders; 16.
Pittsburgh Penguins
BRIAN COMPTON
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Boston
Bruins; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6.
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Philadelphia
Flyers; 9. New York Islanders; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11.
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Montreal Canadiens; 13. Chicago
Blackhawks; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. New Jersey
Devils; 16. Calgary Flames
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Vegas Golden Knights;
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Montreal
Canadiens; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. New York Islanders;
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Washington
Capitals; 14. New Jersey Devils; 15. Chicago Blackhawks;
16. Dallas Stars
TOM GULITTI
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Florida
Panthers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6.
New York Islanders; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Toronto
Maple Leafs; 9. Montreal Canadiens; 10. Philadelphia Flyers;
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Washington
Capitals; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16.
Chicago Blackhawks
ADAM KIMELMAN
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6.
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Montreal Canadiens; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9.
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Carolina
Hurricanes; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Washington Capitals;
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16.
Columbus Blue Jackets
ROBERT LAFLAMME
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6.
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Carolina
Hurricanes; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Washington Capitals;
11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Chicago

Blackhawks; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Dallas Stars; 16.
Pittsburgh Penguins
MIKE G. MORREALE
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden
Knights; 4. Philadelphia Flyers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6.
Florida Panthers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York
Islanders; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Montreal Canadiens; 11.
Chicago Blackhawks; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Colorado
Avalanche; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16.
Pittsburgh Penguins
TRACEY MYERS
1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Boston
Bruins; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6.
New York Islanders; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Florida
Panthers; 9. Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11.
Chicago Blackhawks; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Philadelphia
Flyers; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16.
Columbus Blue Jackets
BILL PRICE
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas Golden
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6.
Florida Panthers; 7. Montreal Canadiens; 8. Philadelphia
Flyers; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Carolina Hurricanes; 11.
New York Islanders; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. St. Louis Blues;
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Pittsburgh
Penguins
SHAWN P. ROARKE
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas Golden
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Montreal Canadiens; 6.
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Winnipeg
Jets; 9. Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Florida Panthers; 11.
Washington Capitals; 12. Arizona Coyotes; 13. St. Louis
Blues; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16.
Dallas Stars
DAN ROSEN
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Tampa Bay
Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Florida Panthers; 6.
Montreal Canadiens; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Carolina
Hurricanes; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11.
New York Islanders; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. St. Louis
Blues; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16.
Pittsburgh Penguins
DAVID SATRIANO
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Toronto Maple
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Florida Panthers; 6.
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Montreal Canadiens; 8. Carolina
Hurricanes; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. New York Islanders;
11. Washington Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Winnipeg
Jets; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Dallas Stars; 16.
Pittsburgh Penguins
MIKE ZEISBERGER
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Colorado
Avalanche; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple
Leafs; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8.
Montreal Canadiens; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Philadelphia
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Flyers; 11. Washington Capitals; 12. Dallas Stars; 13.
Winnipeg Jets; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Chicago
Blackhawks; 16. Calgary Flames

Huberdeau scores in OT, lifts Panthers past Hurricanes 4-3
By Bob Sutton
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jonathan Huberdeau scored his
second goal of the game with 2:31 remaining in overtime as
the Florida Panthers rallied to beat the Carolina Hurricanes
4-3 on Wednesday night.
Huberdeau outraced Carolina players for a breakaway on the
winning goal. He opened the scoring for Florida and added
an assist before his seventh goal of the season sealed the
win. Alex Wenneberg and Juho Lammikko also scored for
the Panthers.
“Sticking with it when we were down 2-0, when it looked like
it completely got away from us,” Panthers coach Joel
Quenneville said. “(This) is one of those games that we’ll
remember.”
Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho scored in the first period
and Vincent Trocheck added a goal in the third for the
Hurricanes, who lost for the first time in five home games.

Huberdeau wasn’t finished. He made the Hurricanes pay for
a breakdown on the game’s final sequence.
“It was just a continuation of our second and third (periods),”
Staal said, referring to sloppy play.
VIEW FROM THE TOP
The Panthers hold first place in the Central Division a quarter
of the way through the schedule.
“Obviously, it’s a lot more fun when you win,” Huberdeau
said. “We’re playing as a team and everyone is having fun.”
Widespread contributions are what makes it encouraging for
Quenneville.
“I think internally there’s expectations that are growing,” he
said. “A different night, it could be someone else doing it.
We’re just not relying on one line or one guy.”
FAMILIAR FACES

“Probably got fortunate to even get a point out of it,”
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “… That second
half of the game we just didn’t get to work. We just let the
other team back in.”

The Panthers had defenseman Gustav Forsling back in the
lineup after a nine-game absence with an upper-body injury.

Panthers goalie Chris Driedger made 32 saves. Carolina’s
Alex Nedeljkovic stopped 33 shots.

The Hurricanes acquired Trocheck from the Panthers in a
Feb. 24, 2020, trade. This was his first appearance against
his former team.

Lammikko scored his first career goal with 7:54 remaining in
regulation, giving Florida its first lead. Just 1:33 later, the
Hurricanes tied the game on Trocheck’s goal against his
former team.
The Panthers improved to 5-0-1 in road games, extending
their best start in away games in franchise history. Two
nights earlier, they handed the Tampa Bay Lightning their
first home loss.
Staal’s first-period goal was his fifth score in four games.
Twenty-two seconds later, Aho deflected in a pass from Brett
Pesce.
The Panthers converted on a power play in the second
period when Huberdeau scored with a shot from the left side.
Then, Huberdeau’s pass set up Wenneberg’s tying goal early
in the third period.
“That pass was the highlight for me,” Quenneville said. “I told
him it has been a long time since I’ve seen something that
special.”

He was a member of the Carolina organization from June
2019 until claimed off waivers on Jan. 9.

“He has been good the whole year,” Brind’Amour said. “So
it’s not just tonight.”
GOOD TO SEE YA
The game was the first meeting of the season between the
Panthers and Hurricanes because last month’s two-game
set, which was to include Carolina’s home opener, was
postponed due to the Hurricanes’ coronavirus issues.
The game was considered a make-up for one of those
contests.
Carolina’s 35 wins against the Panthers at PNC Arena are its
most against any opponent in the building. The Hurricanes
entered the game 9-2-1 in the series since 2016-17.
UP NEXT
Panthers: Florida goes to Detroit for games Friday and
Saturday.
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Hurricanes: Carolina hosts the Chicago Blackhawks on
Friday night to open a two-game set on consecutive nights.

NHL Power Rankings: The Apology Edition
By Rory Boylen
Like any good hockey fan, I was reading Elliotte Friedman's
31 Thoughts the other week (right until No. 31!) and noticed
a podcast recommendation.
"If you’re looking for something different, check out a podcast
called The Apology Line, Friedman wrote. So I gave it a
whirl. Let me first say, this is not a podcast for everybody. It
does have an explicit warning and deals with creepy things,
a bit of true crime, and if that stuff freaks you out stay away.
Anyway, I got hooked right away and just finished the sixpart series. It got me thinking of a theme for this week's
power rankings: coming up with an apology to, or around,
each of the 31 teams.
As usual, the ranking of the teams below is all about their onice performance, with a bit of a lean toward how they've
performed most recently — this is not a ranking of apologies.
1. Tampa Bay Lightning
Sorry that you're so good (even without Nikita Kucherov) that
you could again be in a situation where not enough
meaningful games are played down the stretch to get you
playoff ready — which was one pondered reason why the
Columbus Blue Jackets swept them so easily two years ago.
Tampa's plus-22 goal differential is the best in the NHL. The
separation hasn't happened yet, but how many Central
teams will be able to keep pace for 56 games?
2. Boston Bruins
Sorry not to the Bruins, but to all the haters who are one day
going to have to come to terms with the fact Brad Marchand
— who has 18 points in 14 games in another great start this
season — is a Hall of Famer. That speech though...
3. Vegas Golden Knights
Sorry not everyone is appreciative of your marvellous golden
helmets. Maybe they're just ahead of their time.
4. Colorado Avalanche
Remember waiting for the Matt Duchene trade? Sorry for
ever thinking that took too long or for worrying it wouldn't
work out in the end.
5. Toronto Maple Leafs
Sorry that every blown lead is the fault of William Nylander or
Frederik Andersen, and the start of an 18-wheeler going off a
cliff.
6. Florida Panthers
Sorry if you think it's too early and just a mirage, but I don't
care: I'm buying into the Florida Panthers as this year's
surprise, out-of-left-field team. They are now 10-2-2 and
where there was reason to be reticent before because they
hadn't played any of their division's biggest hitters, the

Panthers took two of three from the Lightning and beat the
Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. Now if Sergei
Bobrovsky could play as well as Chris Driedger, I'd feel a
heck of a lot better about it.
7. Carolina Hurricanes
Sorry you're such Jerks (but not really).
8. Philadelphia Flyers
Sorry that you've started the season with a 14.94 shooting
percentage at 5-on-5, which is over two percentage points
higher than the No. 2 team. You've got the fourth-best
offence to show for it so far, but that sucker is coming down.
9. Montreal Canadiens
Sorry fans can't be in the stands to support this year's
turnaround and, perhaps, sudden jump to contender status.
Out of all the Canadian stops that bring energy to the
rivalries and great games we're seeing this season, Montreal
pumps the most emotion.
10. Dallas Stars
Sorry for ever ranking your reverse retros anything but first
overall.
11. St. Louis Blues
Sorry your reverse retro jerseys aren't these sweet things:
12. Washington Capitals
Sorry, but no matter how many games haven't been played
in Alex Ovechkin's career due to lockout or pandemic, I still
think he breaks Wayne Gretzky's goal-scoring record,
dagnabbit. Yes, even now that he's 35 and still 183 goals
away. Five goals in 10 games this season — pace is still
good!
13. New York Islanders
Sorry for seeing a five-game losing streak and deciding to
move you down our NHL Tiers list on YouTube two weeks
ago. Haven't lost a single game in regulation since. Never
doubt Barry Trotz.
14. Edmonton Oilers
While defence seems optional in the North Division at times,
and your top scorers can pile up points as if they're from a
different era, sorry it's not actually the 1980s again.
15. Winnipeg Jets
Sorry to Paul Maurice for anyone calling out captain Blake
Wheeler's play so far this season, but that 42.86 shots for
percentage and team-worst minus-10 (on a team that's plus10 overall) is no small thing.
16. Pittsburgh Penguins
Sorry that Marc-Andre Fleury's fabulous season is
happening in Vegas, not in Pittsburgh with the team that
drafted him. Sure could use it!
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17. Arizona Coyotes
Sorry that your Game 7, series-clinching win against the St.
Louis Blues has absolutely nothing to do with the playoffs.
18. Calgary Flames
Sorry that, no matter how well Johnny Gaudreau is playing
this regular season, none of it matters until the playoff
numbers come.
19. Chicago Blackhawks
A few nice stories here as the Hawks exceed expectations,
but that wasn't the plan. Sorry that, barring draft lottery luck,
it's not looking like you'll get a high draft pick to add to the
rebuild.
20. New Jersey Devils
We're very glad to see Mackenzie Blackwood back and
healthy after battling COVID-19 and sorry the brilliance he
has shown this season has been limited to just four games.
His 3-0-1 record, 1.92 GAA and .948 save percentage lead
us to believe he could almost single-handedly keep the
Devils in the playoff hunt.
21. Minnesota Wild
Sorry to everyone still not interested in watching the
Minnesota Wild because of their historic reputation, even as
Kirill Kaprizov is making a strong, early case for the Calder
with nine points in 12 games (.75 points per game). You're
missing out.

24. Los Angeles Kings
Sorry to Drew Doughty for all the projected Team Canada
Olympic rosters he's not on (but you wouldn't be on mine
either).
25. San Jose Sharks
Sorry that Martin Jones, who has an .873 save percentage
that led Bob Boughner to call his play "not up to our
standard," is under contract through 2024 with a $5.75
million cap hit.
26. New York Rangers
Sorry that the rebuild is still ongoing, with Chris Kreider
calling their latest loss (fourth in a row, 5-2 to New Jersey)
"unacceptable." Ask the Buffalo Sabres how hard it can be to
exit these things.
27. Anaheim Ducks
Sorry that you are the one and only team averaging less than
two goals per game (1.94). Still better than the 2013-14 and
2014-15 Sabres!
28. Nashville Predators
Sorry for the impending rebuild, or retool, whatever you want
to call it.
29. Buffalo Sabres
Sorry that almost nothing is going right for you in this rebuild,
and that Taylor Hall is quickly becoming a trade candidate
instead of a playoff contributor.

22. Vancouver Canucks
While no one would take back the great bubble playoffs the
Canucks had, sorry expectations got a little out of control in
2021 and that the players you lost in the summer are
haunting you nightly.

30. Ottawa Senators
Sorry that any victory will be a moral one this season,
seeking any incremental improvement, and that you're out of
the playoffs just 25 per cent of the way in.

23. Columbus Blue Jackets
Sorry such a big deal is made when John Tortorella benches
Patrik Laine, and not when Laine leads the team's forwards
in ice time in two of the three games since.

31. Detroit Red Wings
Sorry you haven't won a playoff game in almost five years,
and for your sour draft lottery luck last summer. Maybe that's
the price for a 25-year playoff streak and four Stanley Cups.
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Hurricanes Blow Lead, Comeback, Fall in Overtime to Panthers
The Hurricanes had a two-goal lead through 20 minutes, but
it all fell apart as the Panthers stormed back and won 4-3 in
overtime.
By Brett Finger
The Carolina Hurricanes and Florida Panthers treated us to
an uncommon 5:00 PM weekday game on Wednesday, a
game that was rescheduled due to the COVID breakout that
plagued the Canes early in the season.
Another uncommon aspect of the game? Well, the Panthers
and Hurricanes are division rivals once again for the first time
since the old Southeast Division days and the two clubs went
toe-to-toe for sole possession of first place in the new
Discover NHL® Central Division (not quite as catchy as
Southeast Division but whatever).
The Hurricanes were clearly the more prepared team in the
opening period. In just the first two shifts, Carolina already
started hemming Florida in their own end and creating
scoring chances. The Panthers’ first trip into the Canes zone
resulted in a... controversial tripping penalty on Brady Skjei.
Carolina didn’t allow that unfortunate call to derail them,
though, as they went on to ward off Florida’s dangerous
power play and keep the game goal-free. Immediately
following that steady kill, the Hurricanes regained control of
the period and they didn’t let go through the rest of the
period.
As the final two minutes ticked away, it felt like the Canes
just weren’t going to get rewarded for their great opening
frame. And then Jordan Staal happened.
Warren Foegele forced a puck through the slot and onto the
stick of Staal, who deposited an absolute snipe over the
shoulder of Chris Driedger, off the bar, and into the back of
the net to increase his goal total to seven and point total to
15 and a Hurricanes lead to 1-0.
To make matters better, the Canes had to wait just 22
seconds to celebrate again.
On the very next shift, Brock McGinn shoved a puck to Brett
Pesce at the point, and Carolina’s hottest defensemen
guided a puck to the slot where Sebastian Aho deflected the
puck by Driedger to quickly make it a 2-0 hockey game going
into the first intermission.
The script flipped on the Hurricanes in the second period,
though, as the Panthers came out with a much better effort
and started to show signs of life.
The Cats got a power-play opportunity thanks to a Warren
Foegele holding penalty at 10:15 of the period and it only
took them 37 seconds to capitalize. Jonathan Huberdeau
snuck by the Canes’ backline, got a stretch pass from Keith

Yandle, and blew a perfect shot by Alex Nedeljkovic to make
it 2-1.
Ned stood strong the rest of the period, though, making a
couple of huge saves - including a glove save on Aaron
Ekblad - to help the Hurricanes hold onto a one-goal lead
through 40 minutes.
It didn’t stay that way for long, though, because Huberdeau
woke up this morning and chose highlight-reel plays.
For his second trick, the ultra-skilled Florida forward
delivered a gorgeous spinning backhanded pass directly to
the tape of Alexander Wennberg on an odd-man rush to tie
the hockey game at two goals apiece.
Unfortunately, Florida’s push didn’t stop there. The Canes
continued to have trouble keeping the Panthers out of their
own zone and were getting peppered with close-calls. Then,
a neutral zone turnover led to a low-danger chance and a
goal that Nedeljkovic will want to have back.
Juho Lammikko scored his first NHL goal at 12:06 of the third
period on a soft backhander that just dribbled through the
legs of Nedeljkovic to give the Cats their first lead of the
night.
That goal felt like a dagger at the time, but the Hurricanes
were given another prime opportunity in the form of a power
play with less than seven minutes to go in the third period.
And naturally, the story played out as you might expect.
On the man advantage, Andrei Svechnikov posted up at his
normal spot, and instead of shooting, he drove a pass right
down low to Vincent Trocheck, who deflected home the
game-tying goal late in the third period of his first game
against his old long-time team.
Trocheck’s tally forced the game into overtime, meaning both
teams secured a point, but the extra one would decide which
team could stake a claim for first place in the division - well,
at least for the day.
Both teams had chances in the opening moments of the
extra frame, but it was the Panthers who came through with
the deciding goal.
Jake Gardiner flew a loose pass intended for Trocheck that
got picked off by Aleksander Barkov who then sprung
Huberdeau for a long breakaway chance that he buried past
Nedeljkovic to give the Panthers a 4-3 win in Raleigh.
After a great start, the Canes saw their game break apart.
The details escaped them after being so spot-on in the first
period, and the Panthers are a good team that will make you
pay when you make those errors.
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It’s a game that Carolina will want back, and now they have
to move on to their scheduled tilt with the Chicago
Blackhawks on Friday for game two of their homestand.

They Said It: Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal, and Rod Brind’Amour talk about disappointing
loss to Panthers
The Hurricanes spoke to the media after a loss that saw
them blow a lead and fight back ultimately to lose in
overtime.
By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker
The Hurricanes started strong, but played a poor final two
periods and change in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Florida
Panthers at PNC Arena Wednesday night.
Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal spoke to
the media following the loss, here’s a full breakdown of
everything they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On the difference after the first period: We were good in the
start. Even though we were up two, I thought it was just a
good, solid period. And then really halfway through the game
we were pretty good, and then when we took that penalty
and then they scored, I thought everything changed after
that. I thought we were just on our heels the whole rest of the
way. We probably got fortunate to even get a point out of it.
On Alex Nedeljkovic: I thought he was good. Tonight,
obviously he’d like to have that one back, but he made a
couple really big saves. The empty netter, sliding across,
would have been a tap-in. The one goal obviously, he’d like
to have back. But he certainly wasn’t the issue tonight. We
weren’t very good.
On keeping Nedeljkovic’s confidence up: It’s not on the
goalie when you play like that. That second half of the game,
we just didn’t get to work, and just let the other team back in.
They’ve got too much talent to do that. It’s the NHL. You’re
going to get what we got when you’re not ready to play every
shift. It’s 60 minutes. There’s no way around it. It’s not on the
goalie. He’s been good, and he made some really big saves
for us. We have to be better for the whole game.
On Vincent Trocheck: He’s been good all year. It wasn’t just
tonight. He’s engaged and he competes. It was a 60-minute
effort out of him. We’ve been fortunate that he’s played so
well. That was a big goal just to get a point for us.
Sebastian Aho

On what changed after the good first period: Good first
period. We were ready to play. We played our game, got
pucks deep, went on the forecheck, and got lots of pucks
back. We created a few turnovers like with Jordan’s goal.
The last few periods and OT we were missing details and
maybe got a little bit sloppy with the puck at the blue lines.
That’s a great team, so we have to play better and keep our
game going for a full 60 minutes.
On if the team just needs to forget about that game and
move on: Exactly, yeah. There are a lot of games coming up
and we’ll just have to take some positives and learn from this
and move forward.
Jordan Staal
On what changed as the game went on and how the game
fell apart: The way we finished that game was disappointing.
We were in control at first but we let them back into it with
sloppy play and not being sharp. Just trying to be a little cute,
it’s been going on for a little long and we’ve gotten away with
it. We gotta find a way to get to the game that we know we
can play. The simplicity of getting in behind them and
grinding them out and creating chances off of turnovers.
On if that is something that he, as the captain, needs to
address: I should have done a better job, obviously, with the
way that ended. Going forward, I’m gonna have to be even
harder on it. I’m disappointed with the way we finished that
game and the way we’re playing I guess. We’ll have to figure
it out here soon and quick and get to our game that we know
we can play.
On if he feels fortunate that they managed to even get a
point out of the game: Fortunate, yep. I thought Ned made
some big saves. There was definitely some momentum lost
in that second and third period that we struggled to get back.
On the issues in overtime: I think it was a continuation of our
second and third. It’s a control 3-on-3, so you try to hold onto
the puck as best you can. Obviously, make the plays that are
there. There are only three people out there, so if there’s a
turnover, there’s gonna be a big chance the other way. When
we have the puck, we have to be aware. It’s unfortunate that
we were on the wrong side of that one.
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About Last Night: Hot start not enough as Panthers claw back
The Hurricanes fell to the Florida Panthers Wednesday night
in overtime, as costly turnovers and bad transitional defense
led to a defeat after a blazing hot first period.
By Alec_Sawyer
The Carolina Hurricanes came up short at home Wednesday
evening against the Florida Panthers, earning a point but
ultimately losing 4-3 in overtime after a Jonathan Huberdeau
breakaway winner for Florida.
The Canes started out strong with an awesome first period,
but couldn’t put together a full effort to get two points and
move to the top of the Central Division standings.
Here are three takeaways from the Canes’ overtime loss:
Ugly turnovers and poor transitional D
The Panthers scored four goals Wednesday in PNC Arena,
and all four of them came in transition due to either a bad
turnover or a lapse in Carolina’s defense.
The first came from Huberdeau on the power play, as the
Canes seemingly fell asleep a bit as Keith Yandle sprung
Huberdeau for a one-on-one opportunity with Alex
Nedeljkovic. Later in the game Alex Wennberg scored in
transition after a beautiful spin-o-rama pass from Huberdeau.
Florida got the puck for Wennberg’s goal after an ugly
turnover by Andrei Svechnikov, and scored by taking
advantage of a pretty unsightly defensive effort by Brady
Skjei. The Panthers’ third and final goal of regulation came
after another unforced error and turnover by the Canes, as
Jordan Martinook couldn’t control a puck, and was scored in
transition on a very saveable shot Nedeljkovic couldn’t
handle.
And then in overtime Florida did it again, as a pass from
Jake Gardiner was intercepted by Aleksander Barkov leading
to a clean breakaway for Huberdeau. While Barkov’s
defensive play was certainly more spectacular than
Gardiner’s pass was bad, it was still a quick turnover that led
to the game-winning goal for Florida.
The turnovers and lackluster transitional defense directly led
to Carolina’s loss Wednesday night, as the Canes let some
sloppiness and completely avoidable mistakes get in the way
of two points.
Not putting it all together
While the Hurricanes’ results have been mostly great so far
in 2021, the team hasn’t played a ton of complete all-around
games. It’s something that Carolina players have been quick

to discuss all year; the team has done a great job of grinding
out games, but they haven’t had a lot of dominant efforts
from start to finish (though Monday’s win over Columbus
certainly falls into that category).
Wednesday night, the Canes played probably their best first
period of the season. Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho
scored, and a 2-0 scoreline realistically could have been 3-0
or 4-0. The Hurricanes dominated the opening 20 minutes,
looking as good as they have all season during that stretch.
But as well as things started out, they didn’t finish the same
way. The Hurricanes couldn’t put together a full 60 minutes,
as Florida had the Canes on their heels for the final 30
minutes. Everything that was going well for the Hurricanes
stopped. They didn’t play horrible hockey, but they made
enough mistakes to cost them a point in the standings.
Carolina is in a good place. The Canes’ record is great, they
are near the top of the division and a lot of different guys are
scoring. Still, it feels like this team really isn’t playing its best
hockey right now, something the optimist can take comfort in
and the pessimist can be concerned with. The first period
Wednesday was what the Canes can be, and when Carolina
can put it together like that for a full 60, this team is going to
be dangerous. Not that it isn’t already.
A notable reunion for Vincent Trocheck
Wednesday was the first time Trocheck played against his
former team in the NHL, and he certainly made the most of
the reunion. Trocheck, along with his entire line, was a bright
spot for the Canes against the Panthers, and he scored late
to get a point back for the Canes and force overtime.
Trocheck has been great for the Canes all season, and he
was great during his time with the Panthers. He scored 111
goals and 282 points during his time with Florida, and
Wednesday night he made it one goal and one point on his
career slate against the team that drafted him.
Wrapping Up
The Hurricanes didn’t come out on top Wednesday night, but
they did find a way to claw out a point in a game where
things really weren’t going their way in the second 30
minutes. Grinding out points is good, though after the first
period Carolina has to feel it was more than capable of
getting two Wednesday.
Carolina will stay home for a back-to-back with the Chicago
Blackhawks, a team that has won three in a row and six of its
last seven.
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TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249311115.html
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/02/strong-start-late-goal-earn-hurricanes-a-point-in-disjointed-effort-against-panthers/
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-fight-back-to-earn-point-against-panthers/c-321507208
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-february-18/c-321500226
https://hosted.ap.org/article/e5a727fbb484c01c17f6763ad1954680/huberdeau-scores-ot-lifts-panthers-past-hurricanes-4-3
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/nhl-power-rankings-apology-edition/
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/17/22288174/carolina-hurricanes-blow-lead-comeback-fall-in-overtime-florida-panthers-trocheck-staalnedeljkovic
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/17/22288523/they-said-it-carolina-hurricanes-aho-staal-brindamour-talk-about-disappointing-loss-floridapanthers
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/18/22288779/about-last-night-hot-start-not-enough-as-panthers-claw-back
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Carolina Hurricanes left feeling sour after team’s first overtime loss in
almost a year

BY CHIP ALEXANDER
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 04:44 PM

The Carolina Hurricanes played one of those games Wednesday that left
everyone in the locker room grumpy.
Not the Florida Panthers’ locker room. Those guys had to be whooping it
up. They came from behind to win 4-3 in overtime at PNC Arena, taking
over first place in the NHL’s Central Division with a 10-2-2 record and 22
points.
Jonathan Huberdeau capped a near-flawless game with the overtime
winner, beating goalie Alex Nedeljkovic with a crafty forehand at 2:29 of
the OT. That came after he contributed a power-play goal in the second
period with a blistering top-shelf shot and set up Alex Wennberg for a
goal early in the third with a spinning pass off the wall.
The Canes (10-3-1) were left feeling sour. They were sharp enough in
the first period, taking a 2-0 lead late in the period on rapid-fire goals
from Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho that were 22 seconds apart.
Staal extended his goal streak to four straight games, Aho redirected a
Brett Pesce shot and the Canes had the Panthers on their heels.
“We played our game, got the pucks deep, went to forecheck and got a
lot of pucks back,” Aho said.
But Huberdeau’s power-play goal was the game’s turning point, Canes
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. The Panthers kept coming, tying the score
on the Wennberg goal off the rush and then moving ahead 3-2 on Juho
Lammikko’s first NHL goal, at 12:06 of the third.

“Halfway through the game we were pretty good but then we took that
penalty and they scored and I thought everything changed after that,”
Brind’Amour said. “We were on our heels the whole rest of the way. We
probably got fortunate to even get a point out of it.”
‘IT’S NOT ON THE GOALIE’
Vincent Trocheck, playing for the first time against the team that traded
him to Carolina last season, tied it for the Canes with a brilliant redirect -a power-play goal that eventually got the Canes a point. Leaving his stick
on the ice, Trocheck popped the puck up and past goalie Chris Driedger
on a pass from Andrei Svechnikov.
Nedeljkovic, in his second start of the season, was cleanly beaten twice
by Huberdeau. But the goal by Lammikko was too soft, the backhand
shot beating him at the shortside post, the puck trickling over the goal
line.
Brind’Amour didn’t want to point a finger at Nedeljkovic, who has gotten a
chance to play while Petr Mrazek recovers from thumb surgery.
“We just didn’t get to work and let the other team back in and they’ve got
too much talent to do that,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s the NHL. You’re going
to get what we got when you’re not ready to play every shift. It’s 60
minutes. There’s no way around it. It’s not on the goalie.”
CANES SLOPPY IN OVERTIME
The Canes had not lost a game in overtime or a shootout since Feb. 29,
2020 when they were beaten in overtime in Montreal. But they were
sloppy in the OT as Jake Gardiner had a cross-ice pass to Trocheck
picked off by Aleksander Barkov, who quickly pushed the puck up ice to
Huberdeau.
According to Natural Stat Trick, a hockey analytics website, the Canes
had a big edge five on five Wednesday -- 28-18 in scoring chances (16-5
in the first period) and 13-3 in high-danger scoring chances. But those
are the numbers. On the ice, the Panthers were the better team as Staal
said the Canes got “too cute” with their play.
Driedger, 5-1-1 in seven games this season with Florida, stopped 32
shots and had an assist on the Wennberg goal.
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“The last two periods we were missing details, we were maybe a little
sloppy with the puck at the blue lines,” Aho said. “That’s a great team.
We’ll just have to play better.”

They had to wait a week longer than the rest of the league, but the AHL’s
Canadian Division got going this week. The Belleville Senators took
down the Laval Rocket (Canadiens) 4-1 on Tuesday night.

They’ll get seven more cracks at it.

Abramov scored in the third period to break a 1-1 with the eventual
game-winning goal to finish off a sequence where the Senators just
owned the offensive zone. This was not a power-play opportunity for
Belleville, just pure 5v5 domination.

COVID REPORT
The NHL puts out a daily COVID-19 protocol list of the players who are
not available for COVID reasons. But what about coaches and staff?
Brind’Amour said Wednesday that none of the Canes coaches or staff
members had been directly affected by COVID during the pandemic.
“No, other than what everybody else has to deal with, which is lifestyle
changes and all that,” he said. “But, no, we’ve been pretty good, pretty
lucky I guess.”
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Prospects News & Rumors: Suzuki, Abramov, Fairbrother & More

February 17, 2021
by Greg Boysen

What a sequence for Belleville, and specifically Vitaly Abramov.
This was Abramov’s first AHL goal in three games this season. He had
18 goals and 41 points for Belleville before the 2019-20 season was
wiped out. He was originally drafted by the Columbus Blue Jackets in the
third round (65th overall) of the 2016 NHL Entry Draft after scoring 38
goals and 93 points, in 63 games, during his Quebec Major Junior
Hockey League rookie season with the Gatineau Olympiques. He was
acquired by the Senators in the 2019 trade that sent Matt Duchene to
Columbus.
Gianni Fairbrother & Cole Fonstad Named Captains in Everett
There is finally going to be some hockey coming up in the WHL. The five
teams from the U.S. division will drop the puck on their 2020-21 season
beginning on March 19. The Everett Silvertips, Portland Winterhawks,
Seattle Thunderbirds, Spokane Chiefs, and Tri-City Americans will play
exclusively against each other. There still hasn’t been an official start
date for the other 17 WHL teams who play in Canada.
The Silvertips are already making preparations for the new season by
naming co-captains in Fairbrother and Fonstad.
Tips co-captains for 2020-21 season announced:

The American Hockey League’s (AHL) season is in full swing and every
night seems packed with first professional goals. That is exactly what we
got in Rockford as a Carolina Hurricanes and Chicago Blackhawks’
prospect each lit the lamp for the first time. Also, an Ottawa Senators’
prospect is showing off his skills in the AHL. Finally, as the Western
Hockey League’s (WHL) U.S. Division is getting set to begin, a pair of
Montreal Canadiens draft picks are named captain.
Ryan Suzuki & Isaak Phillips Pot Goal No. 1
The Rockford IceHogs and Chicago Wolves met for the third time already
this season and a pair of recent draft picks netted their first professional
goals.
Suzuki is one of many players who normally wouldn’t be allowed to play
in the AHL but is getting some valuable experience because of the
delays in both the WHL and Ontario Hockey League (OHL). He doubled
the Wolves’ first-period lead on Thursday night by finishing off this play.
Anthony Richard got to the loose puck in the slot and put it to the area of
the ice where he knew Suzuki would be. From there, the 19-year-old
winger had a wide-open cage to fire into. Ryan, the younger brother of
Canadiens’ forward Nick Suzuki, was drafted by the Hurricanes in the
first round (28th overall) of the 2019 NHL Entry Draft. He had 18 goals
and 58 points in 44 OHL games last season, split between the Barrie
Colts and Saginaw Spirit. If and when the OHL returns to play, he will
have to head back to Saginaw or be added to the NHL roster.
On the other side of the ice, rookie defenseman Phillips scored his first
pro goal in the third period. This was Rockford’s second goal in 19
seconds to cut Chicago’s lead down to 3-2, but they were unable to get
the equalizer.
Phillips, 19, was drafted by the Blackhawks in the fifth round (141st
overall) in last October’s draft. Many experts and draft boards had him
going much earlier than this, some even had him being a third-round
pick. He is currently on an amateur tryout contract (ATO) and will return
to the Sudbury Wolves upon the start of an OHL season.
Vitaly Abramov Leads Sens to Victory

“Gianni and Cole have demonstrated a tremendous sense of work ethic
and abilities that validate their success in the Western Hockey League,”
said Silvertips head coach Dennis Williams. “As they operate as an
extension of our coaching staff, we’re confident both will uphold the core
values of our group. Their unique qualities complement each other, they
provide continuity from last year’s leadership group and make a great fit
with mentoring our returning players and incoming first-year Silvertips.”
Fairbrother was drafted by the Canadiens in the third round (77th overall)
of the 2019 NHL Entry Draft. The left-handed defenseman has 17 goals,
66 points and a plus-29 rating in 137 WHL games. Fonstad was a 2018
fifth-round (129th overall) draft pick by the Habs. He was traded to the
Silvertips by the Prince Albert Raiders early in the 2019-20 season. In
270 total WHL games, the 20-year-old forward has 76 goals and 247
points.
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Philipp Kurashev scores one for the highlight reel and Kevin Lankinen
records his 1st shutout as the Chicago Blackhawks beat the Detroit Red
Wings 2-0

By PHIL THOMPSON
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
FEB 17, 2021 AT 9:32 PM

Philipp Kurashev made the highlight goal of his young career and Kevin
Lankinen turned in his first career shutout as the Chicago Blackhawks
beat the Detroit Red Wings 2-0 on Wednesday to sweep the two-game
road series.
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Kurashev’s fifth goal of the season and second power-play goal won’t be
one the rookie and his teammates will soon forget.
Alex DeBrincat added an empty-netter with 57 seconds left to seal the
win, the Hawks’ third straight and seventh in the last eight games.
In the second period, during the Hawks’ third power play, Kurashev
charged into the zone on a breakaway, dribbling between defenders Troy
Stecher and Jon Merrill and displaying some stick handling to dazzle
goaltender Jonathan Bernier before slipping a quick wrister through the
five-hole.

Not all the Hawks who landed on the league’s “unavailable” list tested
positive for the virus, but defenseman Adam Boqvist did. He was placed
in the protocol Jan. 25, two days before Wallmark, and was removed
Feb. 8. Wallmark was activated Feb. 10.
Like Wallmark, Boqvist was surprised by his positive test.
“I followed all the rules and everything,” he said Friday.
Boqvist said he felt good after his recovery, “just lost my taste and smell,
that’s it. Other than that, it felt good to be back on the ice again and see
the boys.”

“Just kind of a breakout,” Kurashev said. “Duncs (Duncan Keith) made a
nice pass to me in the middle. Just thought I tried to get around the ‘D’
and it worked.”

Wallmark said Tuesday he experienced “little symptoms, not too bad. But
it took me maybe three days and then I started feeling normal.”

Coach Jeremy Colliton said the goal was “a combination of speed and
skill. If he doesn’t have the speed, he probably can’t make that play.”

The toughest part for Wallmark was the 14-day quarantine, which
required he have no physical contact with the team or any team activities.

Lankinen made 29 saves, including six on a pair of penalty kills.

“Just tough you couldn’t do anything,” he said. “Just be stuck home, but it
is what it is. You have to be serious with it, so, yeah, you have to deal
with it.

“It’s nice to get that (shutout) under the belt, but I’m just hungry for even
more games,” he said.
The game was defined by several near misses.
In the first period, Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat combined for three
straight looks that Bernier denied. Robby Fabbri fired wide from the net
front with Lankinen’s left side exposed.
Pius Suter couldn’t sneak it past Bernier off Ryan Carpenter’s quick
centering pass in the third period. Except for the one power-play goal,
Bernier (24 saves) made several outstanding stops on prime chances for
the Hawks.
After Monday’s sluggish game that the Hawks won in overtime, the Red
Wings came out more physical — checking harder, disrupting entry
passes and laying out 26 hits to the Hawks’ 16.
Late in the third period, the Red Wings mounted a furious attack on the
net. Lankinen was out of the net, but Bobby Ryan couldn’t cash in
through the mass of bodies.

“It’s tough but I’m happy I didn’t feel that bad actually. I know a lot of
people had it worse than me, so I’m happy to feel good and get back.”
The other hurdle for Wallmark to get back on the ice: his conditioning.
“It’s hard when you can’t train for a couple of weeks,” coach Jeremy
Colliton said. “Takes time to get going. It seems to affect everyone
different. It’s not the same path for everyone.
“We’re trying to get the guys up to speed and have been able to get a
couple of guys in the lineup. Hopefully (they) all can feel more
comfortable, get their legs back, feel they can have more juice in their
lungs and legs as we go.”
Blackhawks forward Lucas Wallmark looks to make a play ahead of the
Red Wings' Robby Fabbri during the first period Feb. 15, 2021, in Detroit.
Wallmark and teammate Adam Boqvist recently recovered from COVID19.
Wallmark said he couldn’t do much physically during his quarantine.

1183676 Chicago Blackhawks

“It was a little bit of a restart when I came back. I’ve been skating hard
here the last couple of days before the game (Monday),” he said.
Wallmark played 11 minutes, 13 seconds against the Detroit Red Wings
on Monday, his first action since the Hawks hosted the Wings on Jan. 22.

Lucas Wallmark had a hard road back to the Chicago Blackhawks after a
bout with COVID-19: ‘You get a little bit nervous’

“It was nice to get those days (in practice), had some good skates there
with Boqy and those guys. It was tough in the beginning, but it was
getting better the more practices I had.”
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By PHIL THOMPSON
CHICAGO TRIBUNE |
FEB 17, 2021 AT 7:00 AM

The diagnosis caught Lucas Wallmark off guard.
Three weeks ago, the Chicago Blackhawks forward was placed into the
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol after testing positive for the coronavirus.
“Yeah, I was surprised because I’ve just been home. I was surprised
when I heard I had it,” Wallmark said Tuesday. He is one of five Hawks
who have spent time in the league’s COVID-19 protocol in the last
month. “Of course you get a little bit nervous because you don’t know
how you’ll react to it, but I just went home and took it seriously and
quarantined for 14 days.
“I’m feeling good now and that’s really good.”

Now that he’s back, the landscape has changed among the Blackhawks
forwards. Brandon Hagel has been making a name for himself as a hardnosed player. Philipp Kurashev has been contributing on offense. Others
have been making spot appearances.
Wallmark, who had three assists in six games entering Wednesday
night’s game in Detroit, might not be an automatic start — at least for
now.
“He has the chance to be a real contributor for us,” Colliton said. “We’re
playing well and we have a bunch of guys who can step forward (and)
have taken more responsibility, and that’s created extra competition up
front.
“That’s a great thing for the team and for him. It’s going to force
whoever’s going to step forward and raises their level.”
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Blackhawks beat Red Wings behind Philipp Kurashev’s goal, Kevin
Lankinen’s shutout

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST

season contract Wednesday. The permanent transition to North
American professional hockey should continue accelerating the 18-yearold’s development.
The IceHogs, with one of the AHL’s youngest rosters, are winless in four
games so far.

Feb 17, 2021, 9:56pm CST
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Seconds later, Kurashev crashed into an actual wall.
In between, the rookie forward sliced through everyone — Detroit
defenseman Troy Stetcher was so lost he cross-checked the air — to
score one of the prettiest goals the Blackhawks have seen in years.
Kurashev’s wondergoal, aided only by an Alex DeBrincat empty-netter,
held up for the duration as the Hawks beat the Wings 2-0 on Wednesday.
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Blackhawks returning from COVID-19 list learned from watching games
on TV

“Everyone was just happy for me, so I was happy, too,” Kurashev said
shyly. “I thought I’d try to get around the ‘D’... I made the move and saw I
had some space for a breakaway, so I tried to do [another] move and I
scored.”

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST

“Phil was the big star on that one,” added goaltender Kevin Lankinen,
more willing to boast about his teammate. “He made one hell of a play.
He’s going to end up in the highlights with that. It’s one he’s going to
remember for a long time. One we’re going to remember for a long time,
too.”

With his appearance Monday, Lucas Wallmark became the first player in
Blackhawks’ history to contract COVID-19 during the season, recover
and return to the lineup.

Of course, Lankinen — the most valuable player in the vast majority of
the Hawks’ wins this season — also celebrated a big moment
Wednesday: his first career shutout.
With the Wings pushing hard in the final 10 minutes, Lankinen’s
steadiness was fully tested. Lucas Carlsson sprawled and DeBrincat
stuck out his stick to deflect away one golden opportunity, but Lankinen
otherwise earned all 29 saves with which he was credited — and the
Hawks needed every one of them, too.
“It wasn’t a 4-0 game — maybe could’ve been — but the shutouts when
you need every little last save, those are pressure-packed,” coach
Jeremy Colliton said.
The win improved the Hawks’ overall record to 9-5-4, their first time at
real .500 since October 28, 2018. They’re now 4-0 against the Wings this
season.
“We’ve found our group,” Lankinen said. “We’ve found our identity. We
know how we’re supposed to play.”

Updated Feb 17, 2021, 6:13pm CST

“[I’m] not that used to playing wing, but it was a good game to get into,”
he said Tuesday. “The first couple of shifts were a little tough, but the
more shifts you have, the more you’re into it. It was fun to be back with
the team again.”
And on Wednesday, Adam Boqvist and Ryan Carpenter became the
second and third Hawks players to do so, entering the lineup while
Wallmark came out.
Just like Boqvist attested last week, Wallmark wasn’t allowed to do much
but rest and watch television during his 14-day quarantine. He
experienced mild symptoms for about three days, but otherwise “didn’t
feel that bad;” the separation from the team was the toughest part.
But watching hockey on TV offers a far different, and sometimes eyeopening, perspective on the game.
At ice level, teammates and opponents overlap in a player’s vision like
layers of a painting. From the cameras above, they look like relatively
small objects on the expansive ice sheet.

Kurashev’s jaw-dropping play understandably attracted almost as much
attention as the win itself, though.

The Hawks, of course, use game video during practice sessions to
review good or bad moments, design plays and refine their offensive and
defensive systems. It’s not like players never see the overhead
perspective.

The 21-year-old’s immediate emergence as a top-six weapon for the
Hawks is fairly unprecedented for a player of his age and draft status. He
has now scored nine points in 17 games this season, just 2.5 years
removed from being the 120th overall pick in the 2018 NHL draft.

Watching a game live from that vantage point, though — with running
commentary, instant replays and the other broadcast features — is a
unique experience for players, no matter how routine it seems for fans on
couches across Chicago.

The 154 other players selected in the third-through-seventh rounds that
year have combined for just six career NHL points. Only two of them
have yet made it to the NHL at all.

“It’s always a benefit to watch,” coach Jeremy Colliton said recently. “The
more you watch, the smarter you get, usually. When you’re immersed in
it, you see things from a different level when you watch from TV or [the
press box]. One of the comments is you have more time than you think.
You also realize little plays, little things help you have a little more
success.”

“He’s a pretty skilled player,” Colliton said. “It’s a combination of speed
and skill. If he doesn’t have the speed, he probably can’t make that play.
It’s pretty high-end.”
Scott Darling’s heartwarming, if inevitably brief, return to the Blackhawks
organization ended Wednesday.
The Rockford IceHogs released the 32-year-old goaltender from his AHL
tryout contract with their other three goaltenders now healthy and
available. Darling made just one start, allowing five goals on 27 shots.
But another player previously on a PTO — Hawks prospect defenseman
Michael Krutil, a fourth-round pick in the 2020 draft — earned a full-

Colliton referenced an especially memorable comment from rookie
defenseman Nicolas Beaudin after his brief, contact tracing-related stay
on the COVID-19 list forced him to watch the Hawks’ Jan. 31 game on
TV.
After an impressive showing in his Feb. 2 return, Beaudin said the TVwatching experience lent him some valuable takeaways.
“You have more time than you think out there,” Beaudin said.
“Sometimes you’re rushing plays and afterwards you look at the game

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 18, 2021
and you’re like, ‘OK, you know, I’ve got a second to make a play.’ So for
me, it’s not always going to be pretty, it’s not always going to work, but
I’m trying to make some plays. When it doesn’t work, I’m just going to
work hard to get the puck back and then make a nice play.”

"I made the move and saw I had some space for a breakaway, so I tried
to do the move and I scored, so that was good," Kurashev said. "I like to
do some moves sometimes to try it out. It was nice that it worked for
once."

Beaudin has become a surprising mainstay in the Hawks’ lineup since.
Wednesday will represent his eighth consecutive appearance, averaging
nearly 16 minutes per game.

Said head coach Jeremy Colliton: "Should probably be on a few highlight
shows tonight."

The lessons he learned during that night off have seemingly contributed
to his success.
“His patience and willingness to make a play, take an extra second,
makes him more effective,” Colliton said. “As you get used to the league,
you understand when you have time. There are other situations when
you have no time — that’s an awareness, too, having alarm bells go off.
But he’s going to keep getting better.”
Alex DeBrincat has been dynamic, too, since returning from his contact
tracing-related week on the COVID-19 list.
Wallmark, albeit in a less constant role, will look to also translate lessons
learned during his time away onto the ice. He said the TV-watching
experience helped him understand the Hawks’ system better and showed
him “what’s open out there.”
“It was good to watch some games and learn from that,” Wallmark
added.
Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 02.18.2021

Kurashev now ranks second among rookies with five goals, trailing only
his teammate Pius Suter (six) for the lead, and is tied for third in points
with nine. He's quickly making a name for himself at the NHL level.
"He’s such a skilled player," Lankinen said. "You see that in practice
pretty much every day. He can dangle guys, he can shoot the puck, he
can make plays. I've known him a couple of years now, even last year in
Rockford, he showed his skill. It's just huge to see a young guy that can
jump into the National Hockey League and do those things in the best
league in the world, it's really impressive. He’s a really valuable player for
us now."
The Blackhawks are seemingly getting significant contributions from their
rookies every night, and it's a big reason why they've picked up at least
one point in 13 of their last 15 games and wins in six of their last seven.
"We need those contributions," Colliton said. "We've got young guys all
over our lineup, so if they’re not going we’re going to have a tough time.
But it’s confidence-building for those guys to feel like they're really
contributing and helping us win. It builds belief in the group as well that,
any given night, there's different guys who can chip in. So, very good.
They keep getting better."
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Blackhawks rookies shine on national television
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Philipp Kurashev dazzles on and off ice in Blackhawks’ shutout of Red
Wings

HAWKS INSIDER
Charlie Roumeliotis

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers
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Feb 17, 2021

The youth movement is in full force for the Blackhawks and two of their
top rookies shined in Wednesday's 2-0 win over the Detroit Red Wings.
And they did so on national television.
Kevin Lankinen, who's been a breakout star this season, stopped all 29
shots he faced for his first career NHL shutout and improved to 7-2-3 with
a 2.29 goals-against average and .931 save percentage in 12 starts. He
also moved into first in goals saved above average (9.97) among all
goaltenders, according to Natural Stat Trick.
"It feels awesome," Lankinen said. "It’s just great. It's one of those nights
that you always dream about growing up. First you want to get your first
game, you want to get your first win then you want to get your first
shutout. It's nice to get that under the belt, but at the same time, I'm just
hungry for more."
Heck, Lankinen even found a way to get on the scoresheet. He recorded
his second assist of the season and is only one of two goaltenders with
more than one point; Anton Khudobin of the Dallas Stars is the other with
two assists.
"I think I had the easiest assist of my career with that," a smiling
Lankinen said.
On the offensive side of things, Philipp Kurashev scored a jaw-dropping
goal that wowed the hockey world and it turned out to be the gamewinner after he sliced through three Red Wings then beat Jonathan
Bernier five-hole.

Philipp Kurashev pulled off possibly the goal of the Blackhawks’ season
Wednesday, but it might not have even been his most impressive feat of
the night.
First his goal. With the Blackhawks on the power play in the second
period, Kurashev skated through the neutral zone, received a pass from
Duncan Keith and went on his way. The Red Wings had two defenders
waiting for Kurashev as he entered the offensive zone and another just
trailing him.
Kurashev moved the puck to his left as if he were going to carry it
outside, knocked it quickly back to his right, raised his stick to avoid two
defenders’ sticks and regained possession while splitting two defenders
and eluding another stick. He arrived alone at Red Wings goalie
Jonathan Bernier and placed the puck perfectly between Bernier’s legs
and into the net. It was the winning goal in a 2-0 victory.
“(I was surprised) a little bit,” Kurashev said. “I did the move and saw
some space for a breakaway, so I did the move and I scored, so that was
good.”
Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton had a better reaction.
“Yeah, he’ll probably be on a few highlight shows here tonight,” Colliton
said.
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Now to Kurashev’s other impressive feat. After taking questions from the
media in English after the game, he answered a few questions in
German. And then a Russian publication was called on in the Zoom
media session. The reporter began speaking English, then said her
question would be in Russian. Kurashev listened and then answered
perfectly in Russian.

still hopes to sign with the organization. The 28-year-old Shalunov has 15
goals and 17 assists in 48 games this season.
“They should probably bring over Shalunov and Zhafyarov together,”
another source said.

A highlight-worthy goal followed by speaking fluently in three languages
during the postgame interview? Kurashev could have been all three stars
of the game.

3. When Adam Boqvist went into COVID-19 protocol, he was
quarterbacking the top power-play unit. But by the time he returned,
Nicolas Beaudin had seized that role. So Colliton gave Boqvist a new
role, filling the void in the rover spot in the middle of the ice left by
Andrew Shaw, who is in the concussion protocol.

1. Kevin Lankinen was doing his best Dominik Hasek impression over the
final 10 minutes of the third period, including a breathless stretch of
nearly seven minutes without a whistle during which Detroit had at least
three or four “how did they not score?” moments. A few quick sticks by
his teammates and a few moments of Detroit ineptitude certainly helped,
but Lankinen locked it down until Alex DeBrincat’s empty-netter finally
allowed him to breathe.

“It’s an option for us,” Colliton said after trying it in practice Tuesday.
“He’s a right-hand shot, and we don’t have many of them. It’s another
way to do it. That group, whoever’s on it, we want more movement to
interchange. He’s a power-play guy, and that could be a way to get him
in there.”

As usual, his postgame comments were as sharp as his netminding.
“Sometimes, you can feel that this is the moment that the boys need
you,” Lankinen said. “I think that was it. As a goalie, you want to stand
up, you’ve got to step up big in those moments. As a team, we played
really well the first 50 minutes or so. Maybe the last 10 minutes we were
more or less surviving. But sometimes it’s like that. It’s not going to be
pretty all the time. We found a way to win, and we found a way to get four
points out of Detroit, so we’re going to take that and move forward.”
Besides making The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn fabulously wealthy,
Lankinen is also further entrenching himself as the long-term solution in
goal as Corey Crawford’s true heir. Colliton went right back to him after a
6-5 loss to Columbus, and in his two games since, he’s stopped 58 of 60
shots for two more wins. He’s 7-2-3 with a .931 save percentage, tied for
fourth in the NHL.
And his first NHL shutout was no cheapie, not as he frantically protected
a 1-0 lead throughout the third period.

It’s an interesting idea — Duncan Keith was great in this role a few years
ago — and it keeps Boqvist on the power play without having to bump
Beaudin from his best spot. But what made Shaw so effective in that spot
was his tenacity and ability to retrieve pucks and nudge them to his
teammates in scoring positions. Boqvist doesn’t have the strength on the
puck or the corner play of Shaw, and the Red Wings had little trouble
muscling him aside and clearing the puck on their first two power plays
Wednesday night.
4. Here are the game’s analytics from Spotlogiq:
Offensive zone possession time
6:59
6:48
Slot shots on net
17
10

“It wasn’t a 4-0 game, though maybe it could have been,” Colliton said.
“Those shutouts where you need every last save, those are pressurepacked, and I’m sure he’s going to remember it for a while.”

Rush scoring chances

Picking up the milestone on national TV isn’t too shabby, either.

5

“It feels awesome,” Lankinen said. “It’s just great. It’s one of those nights
that you always dream about when you’re growing up. First, you want to
get your first game, then you want to get your first win, then you want to
get your first shutout. It’s nice to get that under the belt, but at the same
time I’m hungry for more and looking forward for even more games.”

Controlled entries

2. Contrary to a report out of Russia, a source said Wednesday that the
Blackhawks had not offered a contract to KHL forward Damir Zhafyarov.
The source said Zhafyarov, a 26-year-old winger, was looking to sign an
NHL entry-level contract in March when his KHL season ends. He has 20
goals and 38 assists in 54 games this season.
“Smallish, high-skilled winger who’s a playmaker,” a KHL league source
described Zhafyarov. “His size is his greatest weakness. And I can’t say
he’s speedy enough to be an NHL player with that size. He’s mobile,
sees the ice really well, has a great hockey IQ and great work ethic as
well. But it’s not enough to make the NHL with that size.”

7

36
38
Controlled exits
61
74
Stretch passes
12
12
5. Alex DeBrincat had one of his quietest games of the season Monday
against the Red Wings. He came back Wednesday with a vengeance.

NHL teams are definitely curious about him. Multiple teams have
expressed interest, a source said.

On Monday, DeBrincat had just one attempt and no shots. On just this
shift from Wednesday, he exceeded those numbers.

One potential obstacle the Blackhawks would have in signing someone
like Zhafyarov in March is the 50-contract limit. The Blackhawks are
already at 48 contracts. They’d like to have some contract flexibility for
the remainder of the season, especially at the trade deadline.

DeBrincat finished the game with an empty-net goal, his ninth of the
season, eight shot attempts and six shots on goal. He reached nine goals
last season in his 39th game. He’s done it in 14 games this season.

Zhafyarov’s agent also represents Max Shalunov. It’d be surprising if the
agent pursued a deal for Zhafyarov with the Blackhawks while Shalunov

6. It’s somewhat disconcerting that the Blackhawks managed just four
goals in 120 minutes of regulation play against the lowly Red Wings,
especially when one was an empty-netter and one was on the power
play. And according to Natural Stat Trick, the Blackhawks had just two
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high-danger scoring chances at five-on-five on Wednesday (they had two
more during a brief four-on-four stretch in the first period).
But Colliton was far more pleased with Wednesday’s effort than
Monday’s, crediting Bernier for keeping the score close.

Beaudin was a first-round pick in 2018 and had excelled in the QMJHL.
Beaudin doesn’t have immense athletic ability, and it does take some
players more time to get accustomed to pro hockey, but the Blackhawks
were hoping his hockey intelligence, impressive passing ability, patience
with the puck and more would transfer over quickly.

“I was really happy with how we played,” Colliton said. “We generated a
lot. Their goaltender was excellent. We had more than enough chances
to score more than one before the end there. I was happy that we stuck
with it and … we didn’t let that frustration seep into our game in the third
period. I thought we had a really good push in the first half of the third
where we could have killed the game.”

When it didn’t, Beaudin put in the work to ensure it eventually would. He
got better and better as last season went along with the Rockford
IceHogs. He made his NHL debut before the regular season was cut
short due to the pandemic. Then during the offseason, Beaudin did even
more to prepare himself for the NHL.

7. Show up to a Blackhawks practice on time and you’ll be about a halfhour late.

When another NHL opportunity presented itself early this season,
Beaudin was ready. He has run with that chance and only been given
more responsibility as time has gone on.

This season, the Blackhawks do their skill stuff before practice rather
than afterward, and long before the whistle blows and the drills start,
most of the team is on the ice, hard at work.
“That says a lot about the mentality of our group, and it also sets us up
well to get better for us as the year goes on, which is one of the main
goals right from training camp,” Colliton said.
“It’s something we wanted to establish this year no matter the results,
we’re going to practice. There needs to be a culture of improvement
every day and not being satisfied with where you’re at. If we don’t get
better, we’re not going to survive. We’ve got a lot of buy-in from that.”
There was some legitimate concern about how much the Blackhawks
would be able to practice at all during this sprint season, with 56 games
in 115 days. After all, the 2013 team practiced fewer than 10 times all
season. Of course, that was a veteran team that needed rest more than
work. The Blackhawks now are mostly young and inexperienced and
very much need the practice.
But more than a month into the season, the Blackhawks have been on
the ice five or six days every week, counting games and practices. The
mandatory one off-day per week has often been the only off-day. Colliton
was probably going to do that regardless of how the season played out.
He had little choice. But practices look, sound and feel a lot different
when you’re winning.
“It gets old when you’re grinding guys every day when you’re losing,”
Colliton said. “You’ve got to back off as a coach. When the results aren’t
there, you’ve got to really pick your spots when to push. Whereas when
you’re winning and having team success, they’re seeing the payoff for
what you’re asking them to do. I think it’s easier to ask them to do more.
As a coach, it’s just a great opportunity. Even (Monday’s) game, I’m not
going to beat it up even more. We’ve got to perform better, but it’s a lot
easier to deliver that message after two points. It’s just a lighter mood,
and I can be harder on certain things and know that our guys will shake it
off.”
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How Blackhawks rookie defenseman Nicolas Beaudin is emerging

By Scott Powers
Feb 17, 2021

The Blackhawks weren’t necessarily worried about defenseman Nicolas
Beaudin to begin last season, but they were surprised he struggled as
much as he did in the AHL early on.

“I’ve been very impressed and pleased with his progress dating back to
last year,” Blackhawks general manager Stan Bowman recently said. “If I
think back to the start of his pro career, he had a slow start back in
October of 2019 in Rockford. He was probably sixth or seventh on the
depth chart in Rockford to start his pro career. Then by the time we got to
the midpoint of the year, December-January, he started really getting
some confidence to the point where he earned a call-up late in February.
He got in a game in early March and then the season shut down. Then
he came into the bubble with us, he didn’t play in the playoffs, but he was
around our coaches.
“Then I give him credit, he trained hard. When he came back to camp in
early January, he was noticeably stronger — physically stronger. You
could tell just by looking at him. But also I think it was a mental thing. He
seemed a little bit more assertive, I don’t mean physical assertive, but
like take-charge. That’s maybe just coming with one year of experience. I
love his poise with the puck. I think he’s a great passer, he doesn’t just
get rid of it, he’s pretty precise with his passes. He’s got the ability to
create offense. He’s not a flashy player, but I do like his ability to hold on
to the puck and find that next play. He makes some really nice outlet
passes. It’s early, he’s only played a few games, but he’s taken a nice
step this year.”
To get a better grasp of Beaudin’s game, let’s break down his shifts from
the Blackhawks’ overtime win against the Detroit Red Wings on Monday.
Beaudin didn’t have an idle first shift. The Red Wings were pushing from
the start and kept the Blackhawks mostly hemmed in their zone early.
In this clip, there’s definitely a learning lesson for Beaudin. At 5-foot-11
and 168 pounds, he relies heavily on his stick to dislodge pucks, but he
cheats too much with his stick while not skating enough on this play.
When he misses the puck, he quickly finds himself on the wrong side of
Bobby Ryan. That forces a chain reaction that doesn’t work in the
Blackhawks’ favor. Pius Suter has to leave his check to deny Ryan, and
Ryan finds the open man and gives Robby Fabbri one of the Red Wings’
best looks of the night.
On Beaudin’s second shift, the Blackhawks score the game’s opening
goal. Beaudin jumps in on the fly with the puck in the offensive zone. As
a left-handed shot, Beaudin plays on his off-side when playing with Nikita
Zadorov, another left-handed shot, and they’ve played the last few
games as a pairing. On this play, Beaudin isn’t a factor as he never sees
the puck near him. Zadorov directs the puck to Carl Soderberg, and
Soderberg makes a creative play to set up Mattias Janmark for a goal.
While that goal had nothing to do with Beaudin, the Blackhawks have
been scoring more goals than allowing them with him on the ice. In
108:46 of five-on-five ice time, Beaudin has been on the ice for eight
goals for and four against. His 66.67 on-ice goals for percentage is tied
for the team best with Soderberg.
It is worth mentioning Beaudin has been well exceeding his expected
goals percentage. His expected goals percentage of 40.24 is fourth worst
on the team. Opponents have had a 53-36 advantage in scoring chances
with him on the ice. During Monday’s game, the Red Wings had a 20-9
advantage in shot attempts, 12-4 in shots on goal and 8-4 in scoring
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chances with Beaudin on the ice. But the Blackhawks did outscore
Detroit 2-1 with Beaudin on the ice.

Duncan Keith, Calvin de Haan and Zadorov. Plus, Colliton has to
eventually figure out how to bring Boqvist back into the lineup.

Beaudin remained on the ice after the Blackhawks’ goal in the first
period. Let’s pick up with him in the defensive zone. He seems to
understand Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton’s man-and-a-half system
and how to play situations pretty well.

“You love size and particularly size that can move,” Colliton said. “Helps
you to get stops in the defensive zone. There’s different ways to do it. If
you’re 5-10, 180 (pounds), if you can use your legs to get body position,
you can get stops. That’s what we’re asking of those guys, close on the
puck, get your stick in there, body, maybe help’s going to come. There
are different ways to do it.”

In the following screenshot, you can see how Beaudin is giving himself
enough room to defend the net if needed, but he’d also require only a few
strides to get to his check, No. 81 Frans Nielsen. Beaudin has his stick
out to point to his man. Beaudin keeps an eye on the puck, but he’s also
aware of his check, the net and his placement.
As this play unfolds, the puck carrier drives behind the net. Beaudin has
multiple decisions he can make. He could chase the puck carrier behind
the net. He could stay with his man in the slot. What he opts to do is
defend the puck carrier and his man by remaining on one side of the net
and denying a potential wraparound or pass with the placement of his
body and stick.
The following clip will be stopped to highlight where Beaudin has to make
the decision and then it’ll be run at a slow speed to show how he
defends.
On Beaudin’s next shift, Colliton starts him and Zadorov in the defensive
zone. That doesn’t happen often. Of his 81 shifts beginning with a
faceoff, Beaudin has started just 24 in the defensive zone. Colliton has
sheltered Beaudin a lot like he does Adam Boqvist. Beaudin has a 57.14
offensive zone faceoff starting percentage and Boqvist is at 65.12. Those
are the two highest percentages among the team’s defensemen.
The puck comes to Beaudin on this shift, and he does what he does best.
He’s poised with the puck even as a forechecker pursues him. He
maneuvers away from the defender in one direction, assesses the ice in
front of him, comes back the other way, makes a pass and gets the
Blackhawks on their way in transition.
Beaudin’s fourth shift begins on the power play. When Boqvist left the
lineup with COVID-19, Beaudin was promoted to the second power-play
unit. In time, Colliton replaced Duncan Keith with Beaudin on the first
unit.
The Blackhawks have had a lot of power-play success with Beaudin. In
his 17:36 of power-play ice time this season, the Blackhawks have
scored 17.05 goals per 60 minutes. That puts him among the team
leaders. Janmark has the highest rate at 21.8. Patrick Kane is at 9.06,
just to compare.
Beaudin doesn’t have a big shot, but he can get it through. He uses his
hockey IQ and pinpoint accuracy, and that’s also part of the reason he
has two goals this season. On this play, he gets the faceoff, puts the
puck through an opening and creates a quality scoring chance.
Beaudin makes a good power-play quarterback because of the way he
thinks and how he can move the puck. Twenty of his 56 points came on
the power play during his final season in the QMJHL. The NHL is
obviously another level, but sometimes playing with more skilled players
can be easier, too. Beaudin doesn’t often hold the puck too long in the
offensive zone and gets it to Kane or someone else.
Beaudin has to wait five minutes for his next shift. With him not being on
the penalty kill and playing on the third pairing, his ice time isn’t always
consistent. He was sixth among the team’s defensemen with 13:01 of
five-on-five ice time in this game. He finished with 19:00 after adding in
his power-play and overtime ice time.
Beaudin plays his next shift with Lucas Carlsson. Colliton doesn’t often
go with two undersized defensemen, but this is one pairing he seems to
have confidence in occasionally.
Colliton was asked about defenseman size before Monday’s game. With
Connor Murphy out and Madison Bowey replaced, the Blackhawks have
gone a lot smaller with Ian Mitchell, Beaudin and Carlsson alongside

Carlsson, another left-handed shot, is comfortable playing his right side,
but Beaudin has that here on this play. As the Red Wings approach on
the rush, Carlsson lunges for the puck and can’t break up the play. He
ends up behind the puck, and Beaudin has to quickly read the play. In
this case, he does exactly what Colliton wants and uses his whole body
to make a defensive play.
Beaudin is on the ice for another Blackhawks goal in his next shift. Here’s
an example of why stats need to be given context. Keith and Mitchell
come off the ice while the Blackhawks are moving the puck into the
offensive zone. Within seconds of Beaudin and Zadorov jumping on,
Brandon Hagel sets up Dominik Kubalik at the net for a goal. Beaudin
has nothing to do with the play, but he adds a plus-1 to his stats.
On Beaudin’s final shift of the first period, he’s on the ice for a goal
against. He wasn’t responsible for the goal, but it wasn’t a stellar shift for
him. He had time and space to exit the defensive zone early in the shift,
but he seemed to think he had less time and forced a pass with a
bouncing puck. The Red Wings gained possession. A lot of shift was
spent in the defensive zone.
Hagel loses his check on the goal, and Beaudin can’t get to him in time.
The following clip shows a variety of Beaudin’s positive traits. He defends
the blue line — something he’s often trying to do — moves the puck in
transition, jumps into the rush, falls back to the point and gets a shot on
net. If he can do all those things consistently, he can have a long NHL
career.
Beaudin, Mitchell and Boqvist are an interesting mix of young
defensemen for the Blackhawks. Mitchell is probably ahead of the other
two now because of his skating and how reliable he is in all zones. He
has seen more consistent ice time. Boqvist has the most offensive upside
and his defensive game has come a long way, but he is still sheltered.
Beaudin is probably somewhere in the middle of the two.
On Beaudin’s 11th shift, he’s again calm with the puck breaking out. He
patiently holds on to the puck and waits for options. Kane can’t hold his
pass on the following play, but it’s what the Blackhawks are looking for
from their defensemen. With Beaudin being paired with Zadorov, the
Blackhawks would prefer the puck to be on Beaudin’s stick more. It’s the
one major deficit in Zadorov’s game. Zadorov does bring the size and
physicality Beaudin doesn’t have.
On Beaudin’s 12th shift, here’s a quick example of how he can use his
stick to defend:
Beaudin’s 12th shift leads to a Blackhawks power play. Their power play
had better games, though. Beaudin’s 13th shift is also on the power play.
Kane had a chance that went off the crossbar on the latter one. Beaudin
didn’t do much on either shift.
Beaudin is always going to be evaluated based on whether he’s physical
and strong enough. He’s added weight and muscle, but he’s still on the
smaller side for defensemen. On this play, his 15th shift, he defends the
net-front against Dylan Larkin and then defends Larkin away from the
net.
On Beaudin’s 16th shift, he takes the puck up the ice by himself. He
wasn’t forcing this play, but he took what was given. There have been a
few times in recent games where he has held on to the puck too long and
then turned it over in a bad spot, but this play was different. Nothing
comes out of it, but he put himself in a position to potentially create for
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his linemates or at least give the Blackhawks a chance to retain
possession in the offensive zone.
Colliton shortened the bench with the game tied late in the third period.
Beaudin didn’t play the final 5:41 of the third period. He next appears in
overtime.
Colliton’s trust in Beaudin has been evident with his usage on the power
play and in overtime. Beaudin was the second defenseman used in
overtime on Monday. Keith was first and then Beaudin. Mitchell had one
overtime shift Monday, and Beaudin and Keith each had two.
On Beaudin’s first overtime shift, he had a key defensive breakup. On the
following clip, he and Kubalik are defending high in the zone. They
communicate and switch checks. That’s something we’ve seen players
fail to do properly in overtime this season. After that, Kubalik gets beat,
but Beaudin steps in and uses his stick to deny the chance.
Beaudin’s last shift resulted in the Blackhawks’ winning goal. He comes
onto the ice and immediately skates to a loose puck in the defensive
zone. The following video is slowed down to show exactly what he does.
He places the puck between two defenders, slides it to Pius Suter and
opens the two-on-one opportunity.
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Tampa Bay Lightning

It’s possible the Lightning could travel to Dallas to play on Friday and
Saturday. But a decision would have to be made quickly because the
Lightning would have to travel on Thursday. It’s uncertain whether the
power situation in Dallas would get markedly better by then to play two
games there on consecutive nights.
This is the third Lightning game against the Stars to be postponed
already this season, delaying the team’s first meetings since Tampa Bay
beat Dallas in six games in the Stanley Cup final.
The Lightning were scheduled to host the Stars on Jan. 17 and 19, but
the start of Dallas’ season was delayed due to a coronavirus outbreak
and those games were moved to May 4 and 10.
Because of those postponements and a road game against the Carolina
Hurricanes being moved from Jan. 19 to Monday due to that team’s
coronavirus issues, the Lightning played just four games in their first 15
days of the season.
Since then, the team has been able to get into the rhythm of the season,
playing 10 games in 17 days over a stretch that ended with Monday’s 6-4
loss to the Panthers at Amalie Arena. Now, they face uncertainty again,
unsure of when they will play next.
The more postponements, the more difficult it becomes to reschedule
games without creating more back-to-backs or extending the regular
season. Six Lightning games already have been altered, and one of the
initially rescheduled games against Dallas extended the final game of the
regular season from May 8 to May 10.
Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 02.18.2021

Lightning’s game Thursday night in Dallas postponed
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Florida Panthers

The team remains in Tampa awaiting its next step after a winter storm
creates massive power outages in the Dallas area.
Panthers rally to beat Hurricanes in overtime and take over first place in
Central
By Eduardo A. Encina
BY JORDAN MCPHERSON
TAMPA — With power issues caused by a winter storm in the Dallas
area continuing, the Lightning’s road game against the Stars scheduled
for Thursday at American Airlines Center has been postponed.
Stars’ home games against the Predators on Monday and Tuesday were
previously postponed after Texas was hit with a rare winter snow storm
and record-setting cold that shut down the power grid and left 3 million
without power throughout the state.
A makeup date has yet to be announced, and it’s unclear whether the
Lightning will play their game scheduled for Saturday night in Dallas,
either. The decision was made after consultation with Dallas mayor Eric
Johnson’s office, the NHL said.
American Airlines Center is on Dallas’ critical infrastructure power grid
along with local hospitals and the city’s convention center — which is
serving as a warmth shelter — so the mayor asked to halt games there
until the situation improves. Temperatures in Dallas haven’t been above
freezing since Saturday afternoon.

The first-place Florida Panthers? That has a nice ring to it.
It became reality Wednesday.
The Panthers rallied from an early two-goal deficit to defeat the Carolina
Hurricanes 4-3 in overtime at Raleigh’s PNC Arena and take sole
possession at the top of the Central Division one-fourth of the way
through this 56-game season.
The Panthers are now 10-2-2 and have 22 points through 14 games. The
Chicago Blackhawks also have 22 points after their 2-0 win over the
Detroit Red Wings on Wednesday night, but the Panthers have the
tiebreaker because they have played four fewer games (14 for Florida,
18 for Chicago). The Tampa Bay Lightning, at 10-3-1 (21 points), and
Hurricanes, at 10-3-1 (21 points), are tied for third and round out the top
half of the eight-team division.

The league announced the postponement on Wednesday afternoon, 3½
hours before the Lightning were scheduled to fly to Dallas. The team
remains in Tampa awaiting word on Saturday’s game and rescheduling.

“Really good start to the season,” said Panthers coach Joel Quenneville,
whose team also won two of three against the Lightning in the days
before facing the Hurricanes. “A lot of good things have happened here
across the board.”

Asked about the possibility of a postponement following Tuesday’s
practice, Lightning coach Jon Cooper said he hadn’t heard anything to
that point.

Jonathan Huberdeau scored the game-winning goal with 2:31 left in the
five-minute overtime period.

“We’re going ahead just like we’re playing Thursday night until we’re told
otherwise,” he said, “but we haven’t been told anything yet.”
The series likely won’t be moved to Amalie Arena because it’s too late to
play Thursday’s game locally, and the facility is booked on Friday and
Saturday for a TobyMac concert.

Fitting, considering Huberdeau and goaltender Chris Driedger played big
roles in the Panthers’ comeback.
Huberdeau cut Florida’s deficit to 2-1 with a power-play goal midway
through the second period, sending a snipe from the left circle past Alex
Nedeljkovic. Just over three minutes into the third period, shortly after the
Panthers killed off a penalty, Huberdeau sent a no-look, spin-o-rama

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 18, 2021
pass from the right circle across the ice to Alex Wennberg, who tapped
the puck into the net to make it 2-2.

NEXT UP

“You just have to be at the right moment,” Huberdeau said of the pass. “I
saw Wenny coming in and I’ve done the littel spin-o-rama before and it
just hit his stick, so it was fortunate.”

The Panthers close this four-game, three-city road trip with back-to-back
games against the Red Wings on Friday (7 p.m. start) and Saturday (5
p.m. start). The Panthers are 3-1-0 against the Red Wings through four
games this season.

His coach had much higher praise.
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“The pass was the highlight for me,” Quenneville said. “It’s been a long
time since I’ve seen a play like that.”
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Florida’s Juho Lammikko and Carolina’s Vincent Trocheck exchanged
goals less than a minute and a half apart to keep things even at the end
of regulation before Huberdeau scored on a breakaway in overtime.
Wednesday was Huberdeau’s third game this season with at least three
points and he leads the team with 20 points overall through 14 games.
“It was a big response by us,” Huberdeau said. “After the first period, we
just came back in the room, we didn’t panic and we came back to our
structure. ... Got some good goals.”
Driedger, meanwhile, fought off shooting flurry after shooting flurry from
an up-tempo, aggressive Hurricanes offense in the opening period, 16
chances in all during those first 20 minutes. For the most part, he held his
own, keeping Carolina’s shots out of the net before the Hurricanes struck
twice in a 22-second span late in the frame.
Jordan Staal wrist shot in the slot between MacKenzie Weegar and
Aaron Ekblad gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 edge with 1:32 left in the first
period. On the ensuing shift, Sebastian Aho deflected Brett Pesce’s shot
from the point into the net to make it 2-0.
Trocheck’s power-play goal was Dreidger’s only other blemish as he
stopped 32 of 35 shots on goal — including a big stop on Nino
Niederreiter in the paint with three minutes left — to improve to 5-1-1 on
the season.
FAMILIAR FACE
The Panthers had a familiar face on the opposite side of the ice on
Wednesday.

Florida Panthers

Huberdeau caps huge night with OT goal, vaulting Panthers past
Hurricanes, into Central lead

By BOB SUTTON ASSOCIATED PRESS |FEB 17, 2021 AT 9:31 PM

Jonathan Huberdeau scored his second goal of the game with 2:31
remaining in overtime as the Florida Panthers rallied to beat the Carolina
Hurricanes 4-3 on Wednesday night and jump into first place in the
Central Division.
Huberdeau opened the scoring for Florida and added an assist before his
seventh goal of the season sealed the win. Alex Wenneberg and Juho
Lammikko also scored for the Panthers.
Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho scored in the first period and Vincent
Trocheck added a goal in the third for the Hurricanes, who lost for the
first time in five home games.
Panthers goalie Chris Driedger made 32 saves, including a spectacular
stretch save with a blocker pad in the final three minutes of regulation.
Carolina’s Alex Nedeljkovic stopped 33 shots.
Lammikko scored his first career goal with 7:54 remaining in regulation,
giving Florida its first lead. Just 1:33 later, the Hurricanes tied the game
on Trocheck’s goal against his former team.

For the first time since they traded him to the Hurricanes almost a year
ago, the Panthers faced off against veteran center Trocheck.

The Panthers improved to 5-0-1 in road games, extending their best start
in away games in franchise history. Two nights earlier, they handed the
Tampa Bay Lightning their first home loss.

Trocheck spent the first six-and-a-half seasons of his NHL career with
the Panthers, who selected him 64th overall in the 2011 NHL Draft, and
recorded 284 points (112 goals, 172 assists) during his Florida tenure.

Florida, with 22 points, leads Tampa Bay and Carolina by a point in the
divisional standings. The point total ties a franchise best after 14 games
with the 1995-96 and ‘96-97 teams.

“I’ve watched the highlights and seen him in the uniform,” Huberdeau
said after practice Tuesday. “He’s a good friend, but it’s part of the
business. Guys get traded. It was tough when he left that day, but now
you get used to it. We’re still friends and we’ll be friends for a long time.”

“Sticking with it when we were down 2-0, when it looked like it completely
got away from us,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. “[This] is one
of those games that we’ll remember.”

Trocheck has been a force for the Hurricanes, entering Wednesday tied
for second on the Carolina roster with 13 points (six goals, seven
assists).
“I have definitely been looking forward to playing them,” Trocheck told
Carolina reporters on Tuesday. “It’s going to be a little weird, but once
you get on the ice it’s just hockey.’’
FORSLING RETURNS
Defenseman Gustav Forsling returned to the lineup on Wednesday after
spending the last nine games on injured reserve with an upper-body
injury. He primarily played with Anton Stralman, who regularly has played
with the final defenseman Quenneville rotates in and out of the lineup
(Markus Nutivaara is the other player who generally fits that category).
Ekblad and Weegar remain the team’s top pairing, while Radko Gudas
and Keith Yandle are mainly grouped together. The lone exception
comes when Noah Juulsen is in the lineup. At that point, Juulsen pairs
with Yandle and Gudas works with Stralman.

Staal’s first-period goal was his fifth score in four games. Twenty-two
seconds later, Aho deflected in a pass from Brett Pesce.
The Panthers converted on a power play in the second period when
Huberdeau scored with a shot from the left side. Then, Huberdeau’s pass
set up Wenneberg’s tying goal early in the third period.
“That pass was the highlight for me,” Quenneville said. “I told him it has
been a long time since I’ve seen something that special.”
Then, Huberdeau’s pass set up Wenneberg’s tying goal early in the third
period.
GOOD TO SEE YA
The game was the first meeting of the season between the Panthers and
Hurricanes because last month’s two-game set, which was to include
Carolina’s home opener, was postponed due to the Hurricanes’
coronavirus issues.
This was considered a make-up game for one of those contests.
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Carolina’s 35 wins against the Panthers at PNC Arena are its most
against any opponent in the building. The Hurricanes entered the game
9-2-1 in the series since 2016-17.

”He had an outstanding game,” Quenneville said, “did a lot of good
things; the power play goal, the finish goal. But the pass was the highlight
for me.

UP NEXT

”I said to him, ‘wow, it has been a long time since I have seen anything
like that.’ He asked me ‘what about (Patrick) Kane?’ It has been a while
since I had seen anything that special. It was pretty good.”

Panthers: Florida goes to Detroit for games Friday and Saturday.
Sun Sentinel LOADED: 02.18.2021
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Southeast Redux: Florida Panthers 4, Carolina Hurricanes 3 (OT)

With 7:56 left, the Panthers took their first lead of the night when Juho
Lammikko put a shot on net that trickled past goalie Alex Nedeljkovic for
his first NHL goal in what is now his second season.
Florida was facing Vincent Trocheck, whose No. 21 is now worn by
Wennberg, for the first time since it traded him to Carolina last February.
He made it a 3-3 game when he got to the right of goalie Chris Driedger
on a power play chance and deflected a shot from Andrei Svechnikov.

By George Richards

Friend & Foe: Now with Carolina, Vincent Trocheck meets Panthers for
first time

The Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes resumed a rivalry on
Wednesday, playing each other for the first time as part of the same
division since the Southeast was dissolved way back in 2013.

On a second period penalty kill, Trocheck boosted a puck Keith Yandle
couldn’t handle and drove in on goalie Chris Driedger who had to make a
nice save.

Fun times, those days in the Southeast Division.

Florida won it in overtime as Huberdeau broke loose on a breakaway and
stuffed it in, setting off a nice celebration by a Panthers team which
completed their first quarter of the season in first place.

The Panthers struggled to win games at Carolina then, but really, only
had Jonathan Huberdeau for one of those years.
Round 1 of what will be an eight-game season series harkening back to
those lopsided divisional schedules of yore went to the visiting Panthers
as Huberdeau scored twice including in OT as the Panthers won 4-3 at
PNC Arena (formerly the RBC Center) in Raleigh.
“This is one of those games we’re going to remember knowing it’s a
tough building to win in against a team that’s playing well,” Joel
Quenneville said.
“It is tough to come into this building and get two.”
The Hurricanes are now 35-11-3 with two ties against the Panthers at
PNC Arena, their most amount of victories against one team.
But, by winning Wednesday, the Panthers took over first place in the
temporary, this-season-only Central Division from the Tampa Bay
Lightning.
By virtue of winning in Detroit, Chicago pulled into a tie with the Panthers
with 20 points although the Blackhawks played four more games.
The Panthers found themselves down 2-0 after a quick spurt of goals
from Carolina to close the first period.
For daily, in-depth coverage of the Florida Panthers found nowhere else,
subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today!
Carolina scored twice within a span of 22 seconds to take a lead into the
first break.
Florida battled back and cut its deficit in half when Huberdeau charged in
and went top shelf on a power play chance at 10:52 of the second.
The Panthers had numerous chances to tie the score as the second went
along but went into the third still trailing and on the penalty kill after
Carter Verhaeghe was called for goalie interference.
Huberdeau helped tie the score in the second with as pretty a pass as
one will ever see, threading the needle with a blind, backhanded spin-orama feed to find Alex Wennberg crashing the net.
”It had to be at the right moment,’’ Huberdeau said. “I saw Wenny coming
in and I thought, well, I had done the spin-o-rama before and it just hit his
tape. I was fortunate.”
The pass was right where it needed to be at the time it needed to be.

”He had,’’ Quenneville said of Huberdeau, “a special night. A couple of
highlight films.’’
What is looks like when an #NHL All-Star is coming at you on a
breakaway! ⭐
4 #FLAvsCAR 3 #FlaPanthers #OneTerritory
Watch @FlaPanthers

:

: FOX Sports Florida
: https://t.co/jUc4z4bWL2 pic.twitter.com/fxlW1Po6Xb
— FOX Sports Florida & Sun (@FOXSportsFL) February 18, 2021
“We were down 2-0 and it was a big response by us,” Huberdeau said.
“After the first period, we came back to the room and didn’t panic. We got
back to our structure and some good goals got us back, Driedger was
good in the net. It is a big team win, huge two points for us.”
Unlike Trocheck, the Panthers did not face former goalie James Reimer
in net as Carolina went with Nedeljkovic, who was a teammate with the
Charlotte Checkers of Panthers Eetu Luostarinen (who came to Florida in
the Trocheck trade) and Gustav Forsling.
Monday’s game: Florida Panthers 6, Tampa Bay Lightning 4
Nedeljkovic ended the game with 33 saves.
Driedger saw a lot of action in this one, ending with 32 saves.
The Panthers have now won three of their past four against the top
teams in the division with two of those wins coming against the Lightning.
Quenneville said Tuesday the Panthers probably should have been
happy with getting two wins out of those four but he hoped his team
aimed higher.
Appears they did just that.
”We’re feeling good right now, it’s a lot more fun when you win
obviously,” Huberdeau said.
“That’s what we’re doing. We’re playing as a team, everyone is
supporting each other and that makes it fun. We just have to keep going,
we have two more games in Detroit and we want to end the road trip the
right way.”
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Carolina, by the way, won 44 of 81 meetings between the two back in the
old Southeast days with nine ties.

Florida would eventually take a 3-2 lead when Lammikko scored at 12:06
of the period.

The Hurricanes won the division three times to Florida’s one (2011-12).

FIRST #NHL GOAL:

Whatever happened to the Atlanta Thrashers?

Juho Lammikko nets the go-ahead goal and screams with joy!

FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS

3 #FLAvsCAR 2 #FlaPanthers #OneTerritory

Carolina came out flying and the Panthers looked a little flatfooted but
things were even — from shots to scoring chances — until midway in the
period.

Watch @FlaPanthers

:

: FOX Sports Florida

Late in the first, the Hurricanes opened the scoring with 1:32 left when
Jordan Staal broke between Aaron Ekblad and MacKenzie Weegar and
roofed a shot over Driedger.

— FOX Sports Panthers (@FOXPanthers) February 18, 2021

Just 22 seconds later, Sebastian Aho worked into the slot, stuck out his
stick and tipped a point shot from Brett Pesce and banked it in off the
post for a 2-0 lead.

With Weegar in the box for a holding-the-stick penalty, the Hurricanes
made quick work of a power play, tying the score on Trocheck’s
deflection.

Carolina ended up outshooting Florida 13-10 in the first but doubled up
the Panthers on shot attempts at 28-14.

Carolina came close to breaking the deadlocked score with just under
three minutes remaining but Nino Niederreiter’s shot was stopped in the
paint by Driedger.

Both teams had one power play chance with Florida getting off three of
its shots while with the advantage; Carolina got one on its chance.
SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
The Panthers continued to trail by two until they got their second power
play chance of the game.
With 9:08 left in the period, Huberdeau fired a beautiful shot past
Nedeljkovic to pull Florida within a goal.
Incredible precision from @JonnyHuby11!
1 #FLAvsCAR 2 #FlaPanthers #OneTerritory #NHL
Watch @FlaPanthers

:

: FOX Sports Florida

: https://t.co/Cjx9UJjlNZ pic.twitter.com/ILbZcP9zHJ

”Huge save,’’ Quenneville said. “Give Driedge some credit on that one for
sticking with it. Finding a way to win was very positive.”
Up Next: Florida Panthers at Detroit Red Wings
When: Friday, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 5 p.m.
Where: Little Caesars Arena, Detroit
TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM
Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 02.18.2021
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Triangle GameDay: Florida Panthers at Carolina Hurricanes

: https://t.co/Cjx9UJjlNZ pic.twitter.com/QKGg3xQZrI
— FOX Sports Panthers (@FOXPanthers) February 17, 2021
With 6:52 left, the Panthers got a second power play opportunity of the
period but it was Carolina and Trocheck with the best scoring chance as
he picked off a loose puck left by Yandle and charged in on Driedger.
Florida struggled to set up as Yandle ended up turning over the puck two
more times, but Ekblad had one of his two prime scoring chances in the
period stopped when his shot ended up in Nedeljkovic’s glove.
The Panthers made one last dash to tie the score at the end of the
period, but with Nedeljkovic out of the net, Verhaeghe made contact and
was called for goalie interference at the 20 minute mark.
THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
Florida killed off the penalty as Carolina took three shots with Anthony
Duclair getting a quick shot soon after the kill ended.
Florida was able to tie it up when Huberdeau swept into the right circle,
spun around and threw a backhanded pass through Brett Pesce to a
streaking Wennberg to make it 2-2.

By George Richards

Hurricanes Florida Panthers Carolina
‘Prove It Week’ for the Florida Panthers continues on Wednesday when
they take on the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena.
Florida’s evening date with the Hurricanes comes fresh off a three-game
set with the Central Division leading Lightning.
The Panthers passed that test with wins in two of the three games,
including their first win in Tampa in almost five full years, but the Canes
bring another challenge.
”We know you have to be at your best to beat Tampa,” Joel Quenneville
said. “At the end of the day, when you’re facing three Tampas and a
Carolina in a short amount of time, you look at it and say ‘is (going) .500
the measuring stick or not?’
“If you want to be better, well, we have to set ourselves higher than that.”

Stop what you're doing and watch this pass from Huberdeau.
pic.twitter.com/psP925ljtx

For in-depth, daily coverage of the Florida Panthers, sign up for a
subscription to Florida Hockey Now today!

— Jameson Olive (@JamesonCoop) February 18, 2021

Carolina, like Florida, has had its scheduled altered because of Covid-19
related issues. Two games originally scheduled for Raleigh in January
were postponed due to a breakout among the Hurricanes.

Midway through the period, the Panthers had a prime chance to take
their first lead when Luostarinen and Frank Vatrano broke loose on a 2on-1.
Vatrano, who had scored in his previous three games against the
Lightning, shot high.

This is one of the makeups.
Carolina has been playing terrific hockey of late, winning three of the past
four including a 7-3 win over visiting Columbus on Monday night.
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“Obviously there are a couple of teams in this division who are extremely
nerve-wracking to play against,” Aaron Ekblad said.
“It’s a welcome challenge. To be a playoff team, we know we need to win
these games. We’re off to a hot start as well and we want to continue
that, carry this momentum and confidence we have had the past 13
games here.
”This Carolina team is fast as hell. They skate well, they smother you all
over the ice. We know that. We are prepared for it, we just have to be
ready to move the puck quickly.’’
Quenneville said Tuesday that Chris Driedger and not Sergei Bobrovsky
would start on Wednesday.
Earlier this season he said he was splitting up starts based on the
schedule but later on, it would be based off of performance.

11 Jonathan Huberdeau — 21 Alex Wennberg — 70 Patric Hornqvist
77 Frank Vatrano —27 Eetu Luostarinen — 74 Owen Tippett
94 Ryan Lomberg — 83 Juho Lammikko — 10 Brett Connolly
FLORIDA DEFENSEMEN
52 MacKenzie Weegar — 5 Aaron Ekblad
42 Gustav Forsling — 6 Anton Stralman
3 Keith Yandle — 7 Radko Gudas
FLORIDA GOALIES
72 Sergei Bobrovsky
60 Chris Driedger

That may be where we are at right now.

Scratches: D Noah Juulsen, F Vinnie Hinostroza, D Markus Nutivaara

While Driedger did surrender three goals to the Lightning in the third
period and four overall on Monday, he shut Tampa Bay down in a hotlycontested third period in which the Lightning took 11 shots on goal and
made 24 attempted shots.

Taxi squad: D Kevin Connauton, F Scott Wilson, F Mason Marchment, G
Philippe Desrosiers

Driedger also played well against Carolina last season, getting the
Panthers their only win against the Hurricanes.

Florida power play (11/37 29.7% — 6th in NHL)

In that Dec. 21 game in Raleigh, Driedger made 42 saves in a 4-2 win.
When it comes to other lineup moves, it would be expected to see Noah
Juulsen draw out after playing a mere 5:51 on Monday after he replaced
Markus Nutivaara.
Juulsen saw just :49 seconds on one shift in the third period.
So, either Nutivaara gets back in or the Panthers could activate Gustav
Forsling off IR and put him in the lineup against the team that waived him
during training camp.
UPDATE: Quenneville confirmed Wednesday afternoon that Forsling
would be activated and play against the Hurricanes.
”I thought he defended very well,’’ Quenneville said.
Carolina is expected to start former Florida goalie James Reimer, who
was traded to the Hurricanes in a money-swap for Scott Darling on the
eve of free agency in 2019.
Reimer, who is in the final season of the five-year deal he originally
signed with the Panthers in 2016, made one start against Florida last
season, making 47 saves in a 6-3 win in Sunrise on Oct. 8.

Injured: F Noel Acciari (upper body)

Florida penalty kill (30/39 76.9% — 22nd in NHL)
PP1: Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Patric Hornqvist, Aaron
Ekblad, Keith Yandle
PP2: Alex Wennberg, Frank Vatrano, Anthony Duclair, Carter
Verhaeghe, Anton Stralman
PROJECTED CAROLINA HURRICANES
CAROLINA FORWARDS
23 Brock McGinn — 20 Sebastian Aho — 86 Teuvo Teravainen
21 Nino Niederreiter — 16 Vincent Trocheck — 88 Martin Necas
13 Warren Foegele — 11 Jordan Staal — 37 Andrei Svechnikov
48 Jordan Martinhook — 18 Cedric Paquette — 71 Jesper Fast
CAROLINA DEFENSEMEN
74 Jaccob Slavin — 19 Dougie Hamilton
51 Jake Gardiner — 22 Brett Pesce
76 Brady Skjei — 24 Jake Bean

Florida Panthers at Carolina Hurricanes

CAROLINA GOALIES

When: Wednesday, 5 p.m.

47 James Reimer

Where: PNC Arena; Raleigh, N.C.

39 Alex Nedeljkovic

TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM

Carolina power play (12/43 27.9% — 7th in NHL)

Records: Florida 9-2-2 (T-2nd in Central); Carolina 10-3-0 (T-2nd)

Carolina penalty kill (38/47 80.8% — 12th in NHL)

All-time series: Carolina leads 63-44-6, 11 ties

PP1: Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Dougie Hamilton,
Andrei Svechnikov

Season series: First of eight meetings
Last season: Carolina won two of three
Up next: Florida at Detroit, Friday, 7; Chicago at Carolina, Friday, 7
Panthers This Week: Panthers 6, Tampa Bay 4 (Monday); Wednesday at
Carolina, 5; Friday at Detroit, 7; Saturday at Detroit, 5

PP2: Jesper Fast, Teuvo Teravainen, Nino Niederreiter, Jake Gardiner,
Martin Necas
Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 02.18.2021
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PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES
FLORIDA FORWARDS
23 Carter Verhaeghe — 16 Sasha Barkov — 91 Anthony Duclair

Hiring Panthers AGM Brett Peterson was a hockey decision, but it’s also
so much more
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By Eric Stephens Feb 17, 2021

To Bill Zito, Brett Peterson is the energetic personality who drew
seasoned NHL players to him like a magnet.
To Patrick Eaves, Peterson is a former college teammate who had
players over at his family’s house for a massive Thanksgiving dinner, the
advocate who took every single phone call from his friend of two decades
when Eaves was dealing with a mysterious muscle illness and was at his
most vulnerable.
To Gerry Fleming, Peterson is the grinder who would bring the dressing
room alive whenever he walked through the doors.
To Eustace King, Peterson is a smart mind whose presence in an NHL
front office will persuade teams to expand their mindsets and open their
boardrooms to knowledgeable people that are of all shades of color and
are not just men.
To Kim Davis, Peterson is a gregarious man of substance whom she
hopes will be an example for others who wish to not only have a career in
the sport but desire a role as a decision-maker.
To the Florida Panthers, Peterson is one of their two assistant general
managers and someone with his hands in a myriad of areas within the
franchise.
He is all those things. And he is a Black man.
Before we dig into the element that made his hire as the NHL’s first Black
assistant GM an achievement of significance – which the Panthers noted
in the second paragraph of their official announcement – we should
tackle one essential question.
Who is Brett Peterson?
Here is what he is not. Peterson is not the son of a hockey lifer or the
latest of a recognizable surname whose lineage cuts across generations.
His mother, Jackie, is an educator and his father, Daryl, worked in sales,
first in technology and then as a district manager at a well-known New
England-based supermarket chain.
The family moved to Southern California as Jackie Peterson became the
vice president of student affairs at Pitzer College in Claremont, Calif. It
was where Brett’s love of hockey blossomed, getting on the ice for the
first time at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute as a young child when
Jackie was tutoring some of the college’s hockey players.
“A guy named Ron White used to run the rink out of Glacial Gardens (in
Lakewood, Calif.),” Peterson said. “They weren’t called the Junior Ducks
yet but when they built Disney Ice (now Anaheim Ice), my father was the
president of the association for a while. Michael Eisner was the CEO at
the time. His son played with us.
“When you look back on it, being there at that time, California was just
starting to kind of come (in popularity) not too long, maybe eight-to-10
years after Wayne Gretzky was there. The sport was kind of growing. We
kind of hit it timing-wise, coming from a traditional background going to a
non-traditional hockey background perfectly. We didn’t plan it that way. It
just kind of happened that way. It was great.”
The family returned to the northeast after five years and Peterson earned
a scholarship to play for Jerry York at Boston College. As a freshman,
Peterson earned a regular spot in the Eagles’ defense corps and won an
NCAA title. And it was no easy feat finding an immediate role on that BC
team. Brian Gionta was a four-year star and senior captain. Forwards
Krys Kolanos and Chuck Kobasew would also play in the NHL. And the
blue was particularly impressive with future Stanley Cup winners Brooks
Orpik and Rob Scuderi. (Another member, J.D. Forrest, is now the head
coach of Pittsburgh’s AHL affiliate.)
“It was an unbelievable D-corps,” Peterson said. “I was just happy to be
in the lineup every night. I think that was what made it so special. For me,
I was kind of the 5/6 defenseman for that team, depending on the game.

It was great because you had a sense of responsibility every day. You
knew that the competition wasn’t just who we were playing that night.
Competition was in the bedroom next to you. It was in the bus seat next
to you.”
Eaves joined the team in Peterson’s senior season, but the two began
their connection before that as Eaves’ older brother, Ben, was with the
Eagles.
“He (Peterson) was just great. He was an older guy that made sure
everyone was looked after,” said Patrick Eaves, who played 14 NHL
seasons. “Everyone was having a fun time. You’d go to him for anything.
He just had a good perspective on things. His personality is so awesome.
Just contagious. You’re drawn to him. Makes everyone feel important.
You’d see him around campus and he would make sure to say, ‘Hi.’ Just
a great teammate and friend.”
Peterson went undrafted and matriculated into the ECHL, first with the
Atlantic City Boardwalk Bullies and then the Johnstown Chiefs. In 2006,
Peterson made his way to the Florida Everblades where Fleming – who
had a couple sips as a bruiser with his hometown Montreal Canadiens –
was the team’s longtime head coach.
“Smart player,” said Fleming, who is now an assistant with Eisbären
Berlin in Germany’s Deustche Eishockey Liga. “Could fly. Great skater.
Saw the game really well and was smart. Defended well. Could add
offense and jump in at the right times. He read the game really well and
he was a good defender.”
What made the coach-player relationship something that has remained
intact even as Peterson’s playing days ended is how his ebullient
personality made him a popular figure among the team. Fleming
described him as a “ray of sunshine” and a “glue guy” that forms strong,
lasting bonds.
“He came to practice every day with that energy,” Fleming said. “The
same type of guy that (he) is now. He walked in the dressing room and
he just brought the room alive.”
Peterson played two more seasons, bouncing between Estero, Fla.,
Albany, N.Y., Grand Rapids and Flint, Mich., and finishing in Phoenix,
getting as high as the AHL.
In the mid-2000s, Bill Zito was a successful agent running camps out of
Chicago. Patrick and Ben Eaves were attending one and they had an
idea.
“And they said, ‘Can our buddy Chubby come?’” said Zito, now the firstyear general manager of the Florida Panthers. “I did know him as a
person. Maybe I met him once or twice when I had gone to see the
Eaves play.”
An association that has covered three decades was struck.
“So, he comes to the camp and there was a lot of pretty high-end NHL
guys there,” Zito said. “In walks this guy Chubbsy and the room erupts.
He just takes over. And he doesn’t take over by being assertive. It’s his
personality. Everybody loves him. His persona. He’s smiling and happy
and fun. Hard working on the ice. So much energy.
“I vividly remember speaking to Patrick and going, ‘This guy Chubby’s a
piece of work.’ He goes, ‘Ah, he’s the greatest. He’s the greatest.’
Through the course of the camp and getting to know him and talk to him,
I was very, very quickly becoming impressed with how smart he was.”
That’s where the thought of another line of work came to be: That guy
would make a great agent.
“He’s such a people person and he understands how the game is and
how the game works,” Eaves said. “He’s intelligent. … It’s all about
dealing with people. That’s one of his strengths.”
For a decade with Zito’s Acme World Sports and then as it was absorbed
last summer by Los Angeles-based Wasserman Hockey, Peterson put
that skill to use. Along with negotiating Eaves’ final NHL contract with the
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Anaheim Ducks, Peterson would represent a group that included Boston
Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask, Arizona Coyotes defenseman Jordan
Oesterle and Nashville Predators forward Luke Kunin.
Brett Peterson, Mike Grier, Rod Braceful and Bryce Salvador helped
assemble and guide an all-minority hockey team to a championship at
the Beantown Summer Classic. (Courtesy of Rod Braceful)
From the first time on the ice as a toddler to travel hockey across the
U.S. to a successful college career and years spent playing pro,
Peterson made a life in hockey. And within that life, he would also
become an anomaly. Just two Black Americans have been certified NHL
agents. Himself. And Eustace King, who continues to represent players.
“I didn’t get to my kind of ultimate goal, which was to get to the National
Hockey League,” Peterson said. “It’s one of the things that I think is so
great about the sport. Even though I’m not going to be enshrined in the
Hockey Hall of Fame as an all-star defenseman at any point, it created
so many more things along the road of life for me. It opened up countless
relationships and doors.

“The package is impressive,” he said.
But it all goes back to Peterson’s interpersonal skills and the
relationships he cultivates. And that matters to Zito. Regardless of skin
color.
“I can speak for myself and I think perhaps I can speak for some other
people,” Zito said. “We would see these people with these larger-than-life
personalities who enter a room and take it over and rarely get the chance
to see behind the energy. To actually see the patience and the reflective
insight these individuals might have. The contemplative reasoning. The
sensitivity. The grace when this energy’s coming at you.
“I’m blessed to have been able and to continue to be able to have a
friendship and a working relationship with Brett to be able to understand
all that about him. It’s pretty cool.”
The Panthers feel those elements about him will win people over. They
always have.

Not all Black people know each other. Not even in the insular world of
hockey. King didn’t know Peterson growing up, but they have forged a
professional relationship over the years.

“Obviously, he knows the game,” Krepelka said. “He played it. He won a
national championship. Played a little bit in the minors and has been
around the game his entire life. His hockey acumen is good. But I think
the biggest attribute that will help him on the management side is he’s
got people skills. He’s got a ton of people skills. Getting guys to be a
good leader for people and rally the troops, so to speak.

“Him and I are real cool,” said King, a native of Evanston, Ill. “And we
joke and laugh. I feel like it’s important for us to know each other and
stuff like that. Half the time, to be honest with you, the joke is people call
him me and vice versa.”

“He’ll get people to work on the same page. Follow his lead. Players will
know where he’s coming from. When he talks to them, they’ll respect
him. His voice will carry some weight. As opposed to, ‘What’s this guy?
What have you done?’ They know he’s put in the time.”

But when the Panthers announced Peterson, 39, as part of their
executive team, King swelled with pride. It was the same pride he felt
when Kim Ng was hired by the Florida Marlins as the first female GM in
Major League Baseball. Now there were some inroads toward
diversification being made in his sport.

The delayed NHL season did present Peterson with some benefits. With
training camp not open until the first of January, the first few weeks
allowed him to get acquainted with players, scouts and support staff at a
more measured pace.

“I look at my career basically as a hockey player that is still going.”

“For me, I was already on a high with Kim because we have a personal
and family relationship,” King said. “When it came out for Brett, I was
really happy because hockey has been a conservative sport. And it’s
showing that we are now hearing what’s going on in the world. We’re
allowing people with ability to get the opportunity.
“I give Bill Zito a lot of credit, he being a new general manager. He could
have sat and waited and said I don’t know a lot of people, I need to get
going here. But he didn’t do that. And he gave him an opportunity to do it.
… They worked together. He already knew his ability. He just didn’t have
the platform to give him the opportunity.”
Paul Krepelka also came from a Boston background and was wellestablished as a prominent agent before Peterson entered the industry.
They had a common friend in longtime NHL center Brian Boyle, whom
Krepelka once had as a client. But their working association didn’t begin
until Krepelka joined the Carolina Hurricanes executive group.
“When you dealt with him (Peterson), 1) he knew his clients, 2) he cared
about his clients and 3) most importantly, he was trustworthy,” Krepelka
said. “His word was his word. He didn’t take any angles. He was
straightforward and honest and direct. By the way, that shows his
character.”
The two are now working together as assistant GMs under Zito, looking
to build the Panthers’ footprint in South Florida and win. Krepelka is in
charge of Florida’s prospects at the AHL level and a top Zito lieutenant.
Peterson will head up the Panthers’ community-based initiatives. But Zito
also has a broad-based plan in mind for him, with involvement in their
hockey operations.
It could be on the business side. In the first few months of their tenure,
Zito intentionally left Peterson’s role open-ended because of the varied
elements that he has expertise in. Negotiations and contracts. Scouting
and recruiting players. Thorough understanding of the NHL’s collective
bargaining agreement. Developing their own on the current roster.

This job fulfills a dream he has always had. Being in the league. Having
the opportunity to win the Stanley Cup, in whatever capacity.
But the decision to leave the sports agency business behind wasn’t easy.
“The conversation with all the players was great,” Peterson said. “They
got it. They understood what I was about. They understood that this is
something that kind of needed to happen. When I talked to most of my
players, they were like, ‘Well, you got to do it.’
“With a lot of them, I’ve had since they were teenagers. There was a
sense of … I don’t want to say validation but excitement on their side too.
Knowing that we’ve been along a ride together. We’ve kind of both gotten
to the NHL, if that makes sense.”
#FLAPANTHERS NAME BRETT PETERSON ASSISTANT GENERAL
MANAGER.
READ MORE » HTTPS://T.CO/BLVQKHZE7U
PIC.TWITTER.COM/2MGXUFUO1D
— FLORIDA PANTHERS (@FLAPANTHERS) NOVEMBER 17, 2020
Davis, the NHL’s executive vice president, social impact, growth
initiatives and legislative affairs, already knew of Peterson, of his work as
an agent, when she first got to know him. They also share a Boston
College connection as her daughter, Hilary Davis-Kelly, also attended the
school.
“I find him to be a man of a lot of substance and I think he’s humbled
being given the opportunity to – I think, as his words – ignite a childhood
dream that he’s had of being part of the National Hockey League,” Davis
said. “He’s got the right attitude and the right demeanor for the role that
he’s been assigned to with the Panthers. It’s very exciting for the league.”
It is a step forward, one that Davis and others want leading to more steps
for people of color to not just be involved in hockey but also sit in
boardrooms or team offices and shape how those organizations are run.
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The hiring of Peterson does carry significance. It was not the hot topic for
sports talk shows, but it was a landmark moment. The first Black person
to hold an executive position with an individual NHL team.
“A couple of things went through my head,” Davis said. “One is I have
said for the past couple of years that this work of building the future of
our sport, particularly with multicultural folks, is a journey and not an
event. It reminded me that we were making progress on that road and on
that journey. Secondly, it reminded me of the talent of color that we have
throughout the hockey ecosystem and the opportunity to elevate such
talent like Brett. It says a lot about the commitment to the future that both
the league has and the Panthers have.
“And thirdly, I was excited because not only will he be a role model on
the ice given his role in hockey operations but he will be a role model off
the ice as we think about representation. Representation matters. It
matters generally and it specifically matters for a sport like ours as we
think about the future and relating to both fans and fans in waiting.”
Hockey has catching up to do when it comes to diversity. Davis, who is
Black and was hired by the league in December 2017, is tasked with
leading its efforts toward greater inclusion. She has been the driving
force behind making the NHL’s Hockey is for Everyone campaign –
which not only focuses on welcoming spaces for people of color but also
sexual orientation – a year-round mission. But the numbers for minority
players, coaches and team support staff in the league remain minimal, if
not minuscule.
And the NHL has been behind the curve with providing statistics of
minority employment among its teams in all positions. But that could be
changing. Richard Lapchick, the director of The Institute of Diversity and
Ethics in Sports, conducts an annual report that tracks minority hiring
practices among professional sports leagues and the NCAA.
The NHL has refrained from participating in Lapchick’s racial and gender
report card. However, Lapchick said the league agreed to do a private
report in 2021 “to create a baseline for them” and has the goal of making
its data public in 2022.
“The NHL resisted that idea for a long time, and they came to us during
the racial reckoning and said now we want to do it,” Lapchick said.
The events of last summer paved the way for introspection and reflection.
The killing of George Floyd and the list of Black victims at the hands of
police officers and, in the case of Ahmaud Arbery, private citizens who in
the majority of cases are White, sparked worldwide protests. But any
concrete activism within the NHL, however, was largely driven by
players. The league only decided to pause its playoff schedule for two
days last August after the NBA and other leagues halted action to
demonstrate against the police shooting of Jacob Blake in Wisconsin.
Members of the Hockey Diversity Alliance also called on the NHL to take
a more visible stance against racial injustice.
Lapchick does believe those events have contributed to leagues reevaluating who they put in decision-making positions. It is why he sees
Becky Hammon eventually being a full-time NBA head coach. Or that Ng
is finally a GM after three decades of front office work in baseball. Or that
Peterson is now part of an NHL team’s brain trust.
“I have no doubt that the last few months of the racial reckoning has
made people willing to do things that I would have never dreamed they
would be doing,” Lapchick said.
Davis contends the work the NHL has done toward creating and
continuing conversations toward the hiring of women and people of color
began well before athletes spoke out and protestors took the streets of
major cities.
“I would be disingenuous if I said that the unrest didn’t at least sharpen
our lens and our focus,” she said. “But, for sure, this is work that began
long before that. And I think the demonstration of that is these moves are
not performative. These are substantive moves that just don’t happen
overnight. These kinds of hires require cultivation. And I think this is

cultivation that’s been going on at least for the last three years and you’re
starting to see the fruits of that labor.”
The way King sees it, the path toward greater inclusion of minorities and
women involves building a network. It takes having people in place to
make those hires of others that have the ability. And maybe that helps
hiring a Black man or an Asian woman or an Indian person become
something significant beyond their racial background or nationality. As he
put it, “It’s not that they necessarily don’t believe in people of color. They
just don’t know anyone or trust anyone that they can be able to say, ‘Hey,
this person has the ability. I trust them. And now I can put them in a
position of power.’”
For nearly two decades, the NFL has had the Rooney Rule as a means
of ensuring that teams with available head coaching openings interview
an ethnic-minority candidate. The rule requirements were extended to all
searches for senior football operations positions. There has been debate
over its success or worthiness over the years. Black coaching candidates
have balanced their appreciation for the rule creating opportunities that
may not have existed without it against proving that they deserve
consideration because of merit and not because of their race.
There is no such rule in the NHL. There are no people of color among the
league’s 31 head coaches. Long gone are the days when Dirk Graham
and Ted Nolan ran the bench in the world’s best league. A handful, such
as Paul Jerrard and Mike Grier, have been NHL assistants. Former NHL
forward Joel Ward was recently hired by Vegas as an assistant of the
AHL’s Henderson Silver Knights. Two teams employ goalie coaches of
color (Anaheim’s Sudarshan Maharaj and Tampa Bay’s Frantz Jean).
The Lightning also have longtime video coach Nigel Kirwan.
Bill Daly, the NHL’s deputy commissioner, told The Athletic that efforts to
increase the pool of candidates have been discussed within the league’s
chambers.
“Some type of mandatory hiring policies is something that has been and
is being considered on some basis, but we also recognize the importance
of deepening and strengthening the pipeline of ‘hockey executive talent’
that is available for the clubs to meaningfully consider,” Daly wrote in an
email. “One is realistically and logically tied to the other and could affect
the type and timing of the particular policies developed and
implemented.”
It is the pipeline that King wants to flow. The expansion Seattle Kraken
have been at the forefront of diversifying their organization. Women hold
key roles, such as Alexandra Mandrycky as director of hockey
administration, Namita Nandakumar as a senior analytics expert and
Cammi Granato as a pro scout. Everett Fitzhugh is the first Black radio
play-by-play announcer for an NHL team. Tim Ohashi was hired as the
new franchise’s video coach.
And the Kraken also employ siblings Kendall Tyson-Boyd and Kyle Boyd
in decision-making business and community roles. Their father, Dr. Joel
Boyd, is an orthopedic surgeon and became the NHL’s first team
physician in working with the Minnesota Wild. A family tree of Black
individuals in prominent hockey positions. This is where King believes
real change can be made because minorities in the past that worked for
teams “weren’t groomed enough to get there.”
“A lot of people of color in hockey have always been at mid-tier levels or
starting out and they’ve never been able to ascend or climb the ranks,”
King said. “And I (think) that’s one of the challenges. By having more
executives at the table, the network is going to grow. It’s going to expand
and you’re going to see more people of color in roles that you haven’t
seen in the past.”
Even if he wasn’t born into hockey, Peterson was hooked from the time
he took his first strides on the ice. The sport grabbed him and there was
no fighting its pull.
“There’s speed,” he said. “There’s action. There’s drama. There’s
excitement. There’s so many different elements involved in the game.
Responsibility because it is a dangerous sport. People are skating very
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fast. You got razor blades on your feet. You got a frozen rock that you’re
passing around. So, you are responsible for other people’s safety as well.
“I guess all of those elements just kind of consumed me in the game.
Just kept going.”
Now the married father of two young children is that much closer to
running his own team, if that is the dream. All Peterson would say is he is
out to be the best assistant GM he can be and grow the Florida Panthers
name brand.
Seeing how he progresses in the organization will be as significant as the
hiring itself. Which King commends Zito for doing and not because he
was out to make some statement to score points in the public’s eye. As
the agent said, Zito simply “beats to his own drum.”
“He’s his own kind of dude,” King continued. “I don’t see this as
something uncharacteristic from Bill. This is something that is
characteristic of him because it’s something you’d expect him to do.
Something different. He’s always different.
“Billy’s a very smart guy. In his mind, he wanted to surround himself with
loyal foot soldiers. People he can trust. You have to have people that you
not only respect, but you trust as well. Having worked with Brett for all
those years in the agency business, there’s a mutual respect and a
loyalty there that I think is pretty strong.”
There is a part of Peterson’s mind that only accepts his hiring as a
hockey decision and nothing more. And there is a part that knows there
is more. What it means to have someone that looks like him in his
position and what that can be for others. Watching the social upheaval of
last summer only reinforced that feeling. When Black people in all walks
of life made their voices heard.
What the NHL could become.
“In terms of helping the game of hockey, I think there is some parallels of
why I’d be helping moving hockey,” he said. “No question about that. But
the social unrest and issue that we experience in this country is really just
a wake-up call for everybody to say, ‘Why should things be that way?’
That’s what I’m after.”
If that drives other NHL owners to view an Afro-Canadian GM hopeful
like Kevin Weekes as someone to lead their franchise, then that
becomes a signpost in Davis’ mission since joining the NHL. Or maybe
that is Peterson one day.
“I hired Brett because it’s Brett,” Zito said. “However, wouldn’t it be
wonderful if it does? Right? It would be so great if we can reach a point
where we don’t have to have these conversations. People can get hired
because we reach a point in our world where everybody gets treated
fairly.
“If this is a step towards that, that’s wonderful. And I would hope that it is,
right? How could you not.”
There is no denying that others will be watching. And wanting him to
thrive.
“They’re not used to seeing someone like that in a position of power like
that,” King said. “He’ll have to continue to showcase his abilities. But I
can tell you this. There’s individuals like myself and a whole host of
people of color who are not going to allow him to fail.
“He has to succeed. Because we feel that’s important for us. All of us.
Whether it’s Kim Ng, being female and being Asian. Brett. Myself. Doc
Boyd. Teddy Nolan, who has his kids and his (work) with Indigenous
athletes. We all have to push this movement forward. Because no matter
what we say or do, people are depending on all of us to have success.
“The next generation is coming and they don’t want to have any barriers
to entrance in front of them.”
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The Athletic / NBC’s NHL broadcast of the Lake Tahoe games: What
should we expect?

By Sean Shapiro
Feb 17, 2021

Charlie Dammeyer has overseen and directed NBC Sports’ production
for some of the NHL’s marquee events for more than five years.
There have been unique locations like stadiums in Texas and Colorado
plus empty buildings in Edmonton and Toronto, but each has still been a
distinctive hockey setup.
There’s a rink, there are typically fans — except for the Edmonton and
Toronto bubbles last summer — and there’s a standing venue, usually in
a somewhat oval shape surrounding the ice.
The NHL games this weekend in Lake Tahoe that will include the
Colorado Avalanche, Vegas Golden Knights, Boston Bruins and
Philadelphia Flyers will have a rink, but after that, it’s unlike anything
Dammeyer has directed before.
“The closest thing I could equate to this is a golf setup,” Dammeyer said.
“No hockey setup that we’ve ever done comes close to this. There was
always some kind of infrastructure in place, too. None of this existed,
from the very bottom of the cabling to every camera position had to be
created from scratch.”
It presents some challenges, the buildout for both the NHL and NBC is
more intensive when constructing, well, everything required to put on a
made-for-TV event. But Dammeyer said the opportunities with the Lake
Tahoe games outweigh the challenges.
“To me, it’s the closest thing to a blank canvas that I’ve come across or
NBC has come across,” Dammeyer said. “So from a creative standpoint,
the wheels got turning early on. I was kind of doing backflips when I
found out when we were doing this game.”
Dammeyer said he’s excited about the unique camera offerings available
for this game. With NBC and the NHL building camera wells, they were
able to custom fit certain viewpoints and for the first time in NHL history,
live drone footage can be used as part of an NHL broadcast.
“The drones will be more for the beauty of it (the setting),” Dammeyer
said. “I’m not gonna ask these drone operators to follow a hockey puck,
they would lose every time. They are gonna be used for scenic shots off
of the lake and unique angles and using that wireless technology to
showcase how beautiful this is.”
One example Dammeyer provided was how NBC could balance replays
and scenic shots in and out of breaks. There could be more of a golf vibe
in that respect, with a panning shot of Lake Tahoe instead of two replays
out of a commercial.
NBC is bringing in 11 super slo-mo cameras for the event, which is
“Stanley Cup level, if not more,” according to Dammeyer. NBC is also
able to use a jib to mount a camera, something that Dammeyer said
couldn’t be used in a venue with fans because it would block views for
those in the arena. Keeping that same sentiment in mind, NBC is not
adding simulated crowd noise to the Lake Tahoe broadcasts.
Dammeyer said his philosophy with the camera offerings is to keep them
simple since this is still a regular-season NHL game and there needs to
be some hockey normalcy for viewers
“Ninety percent of the game is viewed from the game camera angle, so
let’s put that camera from pretty much the same spot it would be in an
arena,” Dammeyer said. “So the whole play-by-play, it shouldn’t be that
much different from a regular NHL game from an angle standpoint. That’s
about where the similarities end.”
NBC will have its broadcast talent on-site in Lake Tahoe — Mike Tirico,
Eddie Olczyk, Brian Boucher, and Rutledge Wood will work the games
Saturday and Sunday. But the rest of the crew size is much smaller for
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an outdoor game for NBC, with more jobs typically done on-site being
done back in a more socially-distanced studio setting in Connecticut.
Without the Winter Classic or an All-Star Game this season, the Lake
Tahoe games are serving as flagship events for the league’s musical
partner, Green Day. Green Day and the league entered a two-year
partnership before the 2019-20 season, and the band will be debuting a
new song during the second intermission titled, “Here Comes the Shock,”
that will be used in NHL highlight packages throughout the season.
The first intermission will also include a pre-taped attempt by Colorado
Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon to ace the par-3 17th hole at the
Edgewood Tahoe Resort — the hockey game is played on the 18th hole.
If MacKinnon gets a hole-in-one, as Joe Sakic had on the same hole in
2011 at the American Century Celebrity Golf Championship, the NHL will
donate $1 million to the NHL/NHLPA Learn to Play Program.
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The Athletic / NHL stars will wear Willie O’Ree-inspired skates to ‘honor
him and his legacy’

By Ian Mendes
Feb 17, 2021

For a moment this week, a handful of Columbus Blue Jackets players
thought their captain would be taking to the ice wearing a piece of
antique NHL equipment from the 1950s.
“I had the guys going in the locker room the other day,” Nick Foligno told
The Athletic on Wednesday morning. “I told them, ‘Hey guys, I’m wearing
Willie O’Ree’s skates for a game,’ and they couldn’t believe it. They were
like, ‘Wow – you’re wearing Willie O’Ree’s actual skates?’”
“So then I had to explain it to them,” Foligno said with a laugh.
What Foligno explained is that he is one of a handful of NHL players who
will be sporting unique, custom-made Willie O’Ree-inspired skates from
Bauer this week. Foligno plans to wear them on Thursday night when the
Blue Jackets host the Nashville Predators.

But while players used their social media platforms to voice
encouragement, that support vanished when they stepped inside the
arena. During the NHL’s return-to-play last August, only a handful of
White players — Tyler Seguin, Jason Dickinson and Robin Lehner —
knelt during the playing of the American and Canadian national anthems,
which specifically happened in Dallas’ and Vegas’ first round-robin game.
The number of White players who will wear the O’Ree skates this week is
a sign that players — especially White stars — may be ready to make
stronger statements during games.
“It’s a great way to honor him and his legacy. And hopefully we can have
more players carry that torch and not just have it fall on players of color,”
Foligno said. “We’ve done a lot of listening and learning in the past little
while and we know that there’s a lot of work to be done.”
“To hear superstars like Kane, Nylander and Foligno also wearing these
skates sends such a powerful message throughout the whole hockey
world,” said Panthers forward Anthony Duclair, who is also slated to wear
the O’Ree skates this week. “I couldn’t be prouder to be competing
against guys who understand that hockey needs to grow.”
The design of the O’Ree skate was handled by a small group headed by
NHL player agent Eustace King, who represents O’Ree, Wayne
Simmonds and J.T. Brown among his clientele. They enlisted the help of
Northern California artist Terry Smith, who is best known in hockey
circles for creating the San Jose Sharks logo.
“We knew it couldn’t be us who did the design,” said Mary Kay Messier,
vice president of marketing with Bauer. “How does Bauer step to the side
and learn from people who are really immersed in the experience?”
The final design has one side featuring O’Ree’s image, the date of his
first NHL game and his often-used quote, “All I needed was the
opportunity.” The other side has these words: “respect,” “equality,” “BLM”
and “diversity.” O’Ree’s No. 22 — which is being retired by the Boston
Bruins — is featured prominently in yellow on the heel of the skate.
Once the skates were in the design phase, Bauer started contacting a
handful of their players to see who would be interested in wearing the
skates.
“The reception was unbelievable,” says Messier.
“It’s an honor for me to represent Willie O’Ree in any kind of fashion,”
Duclair said. “As a Black player living out his dream in the NHL, a simple
gesture like this means much more than people realize.”

But Foligno won’t be the first NHL player to pay homage to one of
hockey’s most famous pioneers, who broke the league’s color barrier in
1958.

The skates were manufactured at the Bauer facility in Blainville, Quebec,
where the company had the exact specifications for each player in their
system. Since players are creatures of habit, some will just wear the
O’Ree skates in warmups this week — hesitant to try a brand-new pair of
skates in a real game without breaking them in for an extended period of
time.

On Wednesday evening, Toronto’s William Nylander and Chicago’s
Patrick Kane are expected to be the first NHL players to wear the custom
O’Ree skates during warmups for their respective games.

Foligno, however, plans on testing them on Wednesday and envisions
himself wearing the skates during Thursday’s game against Nashville —
even if they’re slightly uncomfortable.

In total, Bauer anticipates that 15 players will wear the skates at some
point this month and in an interesting twist, more than half of that group is
comprised of White players. Hockey has moved at a glacial pace in the
realm of inclusivity and diversity, often leaving that responsibility solely to
the handful of visible minorities in the game.

“If something like that can help bring some notoriety to the cause, then
it’s a no-brainer for me to try and wear them in the game,” Foligno said.
“Whatever I have to do, it’s a small price to pay compared to what
(O’Ree) went through.”

This appears to be an encouraging development on that front.
“We are not going to embed inclusion in the DNA of our sport without
creating allyship,” said Kim Davis, NHL Senior Vice President of Social
Impact, Growth Initiatives and Legislative Affairs. “Some 93 percent of
our players are White, so there’s no way we can make the kind of change
that we are seeking to make without their allyship. I think this is a
demonstration of their understanding and their wanting to be a part of this
movement.”
There was some progress in this area last summer when many
prominent White players used their social media platforms to express
opinions after the death of George Floyd. During the height of the Black
Lives Matter movement last summer, the NHL said more than 100 active
players posted messages on their personal social channels.

The plan is for the NHL to work with Bauer to have each player
autograph their game-worn skates and auction them off, with the
proceeds earmarked for the Black Girl Hockey Club, a non-profit
dedicated to promoting Black women in the hockey community.
Seeing so many prominent NHL players embrace the O’Ree skates has
Bauer thinking about ways in which they can use their equipment in the
future to help players amplify their voices for causes that are important to
them.
“The closest side-by-side parallel is basketball and what can shoes say
about a player, how can they express themselves through their design?”
Messier said. “I think this is an opportunity where we hope that
movement in custom hockey equipment leads to the expression of things
that will really make our game better.”
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The 10 types of NHL reunions, and
how often they work

By Sean McIndoe
Feb 17, 2021

Last week, we celebrated Valentine’s Day by encouraging you to break
up. When things aren’t working out for a player on your favorite team,
sometimes it’s best to just say goodbye, even if that means all sorts of
ugly drama.
But there’s another side to that coin. Sometimes, two sides go their
separate ways and then realize they shouldn’t have. Often, that just leads
to regret. But every now and then, everyone can swallow their pride and
get back together.
That happens fairly often in the NHL. We saw it last week, when the
Senators reacquired Ryan Dzingel. And we apparently came close to a
much bigger example, with reports that the Penguins had given serious
consideration to a reunion with Marc-Andre Fleury.
That one feels a little too perfect, and it might seem like it would
inevitably work out great for everyone involved. But that’s now always
how these things go, and getting back with an ex isn’t always the
smartest move. Sometimes, it’s best to leave the memories alone.
So today, let’s sort through some complicated feelings about
reconciliation by looking back through NHL history at some of the times
that a star player has returned to familiar territory. We’ll divide them into
10 different categories, and see if some have better outcomes than
others. (Spoiler alert: They do.)
The Final Bow
We’ll start with one of the most common reunions. In this case, a player
spends a big chunk of their career establishing themselves as a star with
a team. For whatever reason, they end up leaving, and maybe have
success elsewhere. But then time catches up, and they find themselves
at the tail end of their career, with maybe another season or two left in
the tank.
They’re not a star like they once were, at least in any real sense beyond
name value, but they can still contribute something. With the clock ticking
on their career and (often) dwindling options for where to land next, they
head back to the scene of their greatest success for what will probably be
one last run. Not to win a Cup, since the team is bad, but just to close the
door in a way that feels right.

Notable examples: Doug Gilmour in Toronto, Dave Andreychuk in
Buffalo, Justin Williams in Carolina, Sandis Ozolinsh in San Jose,
Dominik Hasek in Detroit, Denis Savard in Chicago, Rick Tocchet in
Philadelphia
Also, Michal Handzus in Chicago at the 2013 deadline, although I’m not
sure he really counts since he’d only played a few games there the first
time.
How it usually ends: There are a wide range of outcomes here. Hasek
and Handzus won Cups, albeit in diminished roles. Williams helped the
Hurricanes get back to the playoffs, and they had a nice run. At the other
end of the spectrum, Gilmour blew out in knee in his first game back with
the Leafs and never played again. In between, you just hope the
returning player will occasionally show you a few flashes of what they
were in their prime, and maybe help you win a key game or two.
Yeah, they get their own category. I don’t fully know what the deal is, but
the Devils love bringing back ex-players. Every team does, sure, but the
Devils made it an art form during the two decades when they were
perennial contenders.
Notable examples: Brendan Shanahan, Bobby Holik, Claude Lemieux,
Jason Arnott, Brian Rolston, Petr Sykora, Stephane Richer and lots more
Seriously, that’s nowhere near the full list. We’re talking nearly two dozen
guys. It’s weird, right? Lou Lamoriello, weepy sentimentalist. Who knew?
How it usually ends: Lemieux won a Cup with the 1999-2000 team, and
Sykora went to the final in 2012. Other than that, it usually ends with a
second-round exit, at which point I’m assuming Lou pushes the player
into the backseat of an old car with a brick on the gas pedal and they’re
never seen again.
You never got over them leaving the first time. You probably carry a
grudge against somebody about it to this day.
I’ll admit we’re getting into a gray area here — just about every player
who has ever departed a team falls into the “never should have left”
category for somebody. But I think it’s fair to say that certain players are
so strongly associated with one team that they need their own category.
I should probably also put Mark Messier and the Rangers here, but if you
mention Linden and Messier in the same sentence a mob of Canucks
fans will show up in your driveway and burn you in effigy and (smells
smoke) oh no.
How it usually ends: We all agree to never acknowledge wherever they
were in between.
This one’s surprisingly rare, although that makes sense when you think
of the timelines involved. A player has to be moved early enough in his
career that his best years are still ahead of them, and then be reacquired
before he’s started a serious slide. You don’t see it often, but it’s a strong
play by the team when it happens.
Notable examples: Bernie Parent in Philadelphia, Teemu Selanne in
Anaheim, Roberto Luongo in Florida, Chris Osgood in Detroit, Glenn
Murray in Boston but we don’t talk about that

Notable examples: Glenn Anderson in Edmonton, Curtis Joseph in
Toronto, Rob Blake in Los Angeles, Kevin Lowe in Edmonton

Also, this is apparently where the Hawks thought Brandon Saad would
be, and the Flyers with James van Riemsdyk. Oops.

If you’re not a fan of those teams, you might not even remember any of
those comebacks. But that’s kind of the point — they’re for the player and
the fan base, and nobody else even needs to know.

How it usually ends: In at least a few cases, with a Stanley Cup or two for
the team that got their guy back. Probably a raise for the GM too.

How it usually ends: They don’t put up great numbers, because they just
can’t anymore, and the team isn’t very good. But nobody really cares,
because sometimes it’s just nice to have a familiar face back in the fold.

It’s rare, but occasionally the gap between leaving and returning is so
small that eventually, fans might not even remember that it happened.

Unfinished Business

Notable examples: Keith Tkachuk in St. Louis, Doug Weight in St. Louis,
Mikael Renberg in Philadelphia, Igor Larionov in Detroit, Jamie Oleksiak
in Dallas

A modified version of The Final Bow, this category is another that sees a
player return to a former team late in his career. But this time, while the
player may not be the star he was in his prime, he’s returning to a
contender. This isn’t about a bad team getting some sympathy PR by
bringing back a familiar name. Instead, it’s a good team with Stanley Cup
aspirations bringing back a name from the past as, they hope, one of the
final pieces of a championship puzzle.

Wait, That Guy Left?

In theory, this one also applies to any number of guys who bounce
around on waivers. I’m not sure they really qualify, though, because not
noticing somebody has left implies that you did notice when they were
still around.
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How it usually ends: With every fan of every bad team at the deadline
assuming they can trade their rentals away and then immediately
reacquire them in the offseason.
Every time McSorley thought he could settle down, his GM would throw
him a curve. Probably an illegal one.
Notable examples: Marty McSorley in Pittsburgh, Marty McSorley in Los
Angeles, Marty McSorley in Edmonton
Is McSorley the only guy to pull double-duty with three teams? I feel like
he can’t be, but I can’t find any other examples, so help me out in the
comments.

How it usually ends: In tears. Maybe theirs, maybe yours, maybe
everyone’s.
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Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom finally falters as Canucks embarrass punchless
Flames

How it usually ends: With somebody getting punched a lot.
If one encore is good, two must be better, right?

Eric Francis@EricFrancis

Notable examples: Luc Robitaille in Los Angeles, Mark Recchi in
Pittsburgh, Patrick Marleau in San Jose, Darryl Sydor in Dallas, David
Perron in St. Louis, Wendel Clark in Toronto

February 18, 2021, 2:23 AM

Those guys were all at least reasonably big names, which is cool, but I’ll
be honest: My favorites in this category are the journeyman who keep
showing up somewhere. Yanic Perreault, Kip Miller, Jeff Norton, that sort
of guy. I like to think they weren’t actually reacquired by the team, but just
showed up out of force of habit and everyone went with it.

Outplayed for the third time in four outings against a team with more
losses than anyone outside Ottawa, Calgary Flames coach Geoff Ward
was asked to sum up his team’s series showing against Vancouver.

And yes, Leafs fans, I’m aware that Wendel fits into multiple categories,
including Never Should Have Left, The Star That’s Mostly Still Got It
(1996 version) and Unfinished Business (2000 version). My editors have
told me that I have to stop making lists where it’s just Wendel Clark listed
a dozen times. Let me offer you this clip from one of his last games to
make it up to you.

“But we’ve been talking about that for a while now. It’s time to put this
thing to bed and take charge and take control of what we can. We can
control the way we start and we can control how we pay attention to
details and how hard we compete and how much we care. All those
things are certainly within our control. It’s time for us to start giving a
[expletive] about it.”

How it usually ends: With you getting into arguments with your friends
about which transaction led to which stint.

Remaining Time -1:07

Hey fans, we know the team is bad, but remember this guy? You like
him, right? You probably had a poster of him hanging in your childhood
bedroom. Anyway, he’s the coach now, please don’t ask any questions
about whether he’s qualified.
Notable examples: Phil Housley in Buffalo, Denis Savard in Chicago, Ed
Olczyk in Pittsburgh, Patrick Roy in Colorado, Phil Esposito in New York,
Doug Risebrough in Calgary, Mike Milbury in Boston, Doug Weight with
the Islanders, George Armstrong in Toronto, Kevin Lowe in Edmonton,
Mario Tremblay in Montreal … honestly, it’s like half the guys hired in the
last few decades. Maybe more
I don’t know what to tell you, it’s just super-weird how all these NHL
teams do extensive due diligence in screening the very best candidates
for such an important job, and it ends up being a guy who used to work
there already. What are the odds?
How it usually ends: (Double-checks the win/loss record of all those
coaches.) Not great! That’s not a hard and fast rule, as sometimes you
get a Pat Quinn or a Toe Blake or a Glenn Sather or even a Rod
Brind’Amour. But it’s interesting that some of the best coaches who were
also players — Al Arbour, Joel Quenneville, Darryl Sutter, even Craig
Berube and Bruce Cassidy right now — seem to have their biggest
success behind the bench for teams they never played for. Almost like
they were hired for being the best candidate, not the most familiar.
The Comeback That Should Have Been But Wasn’t
We’ll end with an entry that doesn’t technically belong on this list, but
deserves a mention anyway. This is the guy who was supposed to be
headed back somewhere, based on the rumor mill. But then something
fell through and it just never happened, and we were all worse off for it.
Notable examples: Jaromir Jagr in Pittsburgh, Joe Thornton in Boston,
Jason Spezza in Ottawa, Theo Fleury almost making it in Calgary
And of course, we could add in any number of vague rumors that
probably started in the fevered imagination of some random fan, spread
to a message board somewhere, and then stuck in your head for years
as if it were ever based on anything real. Those are, it goes without
saying, the best kind of hockey rumors. Iginla’s going back to the Flames,
dammit!

“Inconsistent – it’s probably the best way,” said Ward, fuming following a
5-1 loss to the Canucks.

Ward says it is time for the Flames to take charge of their season
In a game that featured much of what's ailed the Flames so far this
season, it was a four-on-one that ended the evening for Jacob
Markstrom, who has masked so many of the team’s blemishes this
season.
Brock Boeser capped the rush with a roof job that paved the way for
David Rittich to get much-needed action with 12 minutes left.
By then the Flames had exhausted their give-a-crap expenditure.
Embarrassed on home ice by a struggling Canucks club that just split the
four-game set, the Flames showed no signs of pushback, bite or
frustration outside of a lone Matthew Tkachuk scrum after the whistle.
The coach, and anyone still watching, would like to have seen a little
sandpaper from the lads.
“That’s not too old school, it’s absolutely true,” said Ward. “There’s
something to be gotten out of every period you play. You’re trying to win
the period and trying to compete and there’s an awful lot with a good
period we can set ourselves up for.
"There’s a place for old school in the game, there’s no question.”
It’ll be required Friday and Saturday when the Battle of Alberta goes
back-to-back.
What will also be required is Rittich, who stopped all four shots he faced
in his mop-up duty.
With two unsuccessful starts to his credit this season, he’ll now have to
step in with more frequency, meaning the Flames risk being fully
exposed without being able to count on the heroics of their masked MVP.
Markstrom has bailed this club out from countless slow starts, egregious
turnovers and 20-minute no-shows. On this night he was human.
“We let him down a little bit tonight,” said Mark Giordano, whose club
gave up its customary first-period deficit courtesy of a horrific giveaway
by Dominik Simon two minutes in.
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“You can’t give up Grade A opportunities like that – two-on-one and
breakaways come to mind. (He forgot the four-on-one). But we’ll move
forward as a team. We’ve got two big games coming up.”

goal, a solo effort by Andrew Mangiapane that cut Vancouver’s lead to 21 at 18:28 of the second period, by scoring twice in 37 seconds before
the period was done.

With two minutes left in the second period of a 2-0 game, Andrew
Mangiapane’s solo effort closed the gap for a mere 15 seconds before
the Canucks added two more before the buzzer. Rally killers.

Both goals were delivered by the Lotto Line, as Brock Boeser, Elias
Pettersson and J.T. Miller had one of their best games of the season two
nights after coach Travis Green’s criticism of Vancouver’s power play
doubled as a challenge to his best players.

“The second period is the one that really bites,” said Giordano, whose 87-1 club sits tied for fifth in the division with the Canucks, who have
played four extra games.
“We’ve played some games where we haven’t been really good where
we’ve gotten points so maybe it’s the hockey gods.”
Ever the pro, Markstrom fell on his sword, admitting he needed to be
much better in what was his only questionable outing of his 14 starts. He
was right, but no one is faulting him after the way he performed in the
series and as a Flame.

“As a line, we knew we needed to be better, score more goals and get
more offensive zone time,” Boeser said after his three points included a
sniped goal that ended Markstrom’s night at 5:54 of the third period. “I
thought we did a lot better tonight of getting in on the forecheck, (forcing
them to) turn the puck over, and spending time there. I think that resulted
in a few goals. It was a good step for our line and we’ve got to keep it
going.”

“Not happy - I’ve got to be better, that’s it,” said Markstrom, who raced
out of his crease on two occasions to play the puck, resulting in a
significant collision with Tanner Pearson and a miss that led to Bo
Horvat’s easy shot into an empty net midway through the second.

Just 15 seconds after the Canucks’ lead was cut in half, Pettersson teed
up a one-timer from the high slot that Miller blistered in off the post. The
trio stayed on for the faceoff at centre, and 37 second later made it 4-1
when Miller kept the puck in at the Calgary blue line and eventually
centred for defenceman Nate Schmidt to score as Markstrom was caught
out during a scramble.

“It was pretty clear, obviously I had no business going out on either one
of them. One I got lucky enough it hit my pad with the puck. The other
one they scored. You want to help the team win and stop the puck and
not give away goals like that. It’s frustrating when you are helping the
other team instead of helping your own team.”

It was a satisfying moment for Schmidt, the Canucks’ other big offseason acquisition, whose first goal in a month came the game after his
own-goal cost Vancouver in Thursday’s 4-3 overtime loss at home.
Schmidt’s attempted pass through his own crease hit a Calgary stick and
banked in off Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko.

Ward put his lines in a blender early on this night, trying to spark a
comeback in a game in which Brett Ritchie’s first appearance of the year
may have been the most noteworthy of all Flames skaters. By night’s end
the 6-foot-4, 220-pound NHL veteran was skating alongside Johnny
Gaudreau and Sean Monahan, while causing plenty of hurt in the
corners.

“It's just nice to put one into their net for once,” Schmidt cracked. “You
talk about rebound control, I think Holtby just made sure to keep them
away from me tonight.

The Flames host Edmonton Friday.
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Sportsnet.ca / Lotto Line cashes in as Canucks finally turn corner vs.
Flames

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet
February 18, 2021, 2:01 AM

Four months after chasing goalie Jacob Markstrom away in free agency,
the Vancouver Canucks finally chased him from a game. With any luck, a
couple of Canucks demons exited with him.
Playing better the last week but without the essential results to prove it,
the Canucks won emphatically Wednesday in Calgary, beating the
Flames 5-1 to win the teams’ four-game mini-series at 2-1-1.

“This game can beat you down in so many ways. You watch the game
(Monday) and see, there's a lot of good things we did. Sometimes those
(bad) plays get magnified, so it felt a lot better to be on the other side of it
tonight.”
Canucks captain Bo Horvat scored the goal of the night – and what
turned out to be the game-winner – when he knocked down a high pass
from Quinn Hughes, split Flames defencemen Mark Giordano and Jusso
Valimaki, and won a race to the puck against Markstrom, who came
charging out like a bull from Pamplona.
Horvat was able to sidestep Markstrom and score into an open net a few
minutes after a similar play saw the ex-Canuck surprise and blow up exteammate Tanner Pearson on a similar mad dash for the puck. Horvat’s
goal came at 7:37 of the middle period, but Markstrom was as big as a
747 as he came flying at the Canuck.
“I was just trying not to get hit,” Horvat said. “That was a pretty big
collision with him and Tanner. I was just trying to get my head up as
quick as possible and thankfully he didn’t run me over. And thankfully it
went in, too.
“I think we just keep getting better and better. It was nice to get rewarded
for the chances we had tonight. Marky stood on his head a lot against us,
and to finally put a couple past him, and get rewarded for a lot of hard
work and chances, it definitely gives our group confidence. But we have
to do that every single night.
“We’ve still got a lot of hockey left – a lot of work to do, a lot of catching
up to do.”

Honestly, the Canucks could have won all four, but their finishing hadn’t
caught up to Vancouver’s tighter defensive play and more connected,
robust game. And they couldn’t quite clear their minds of Markstrom, who
was 4-1 against his old team and had stopped 95.3 per cent of Canucks
shots.

Since their dreadful start to the season bottomed out with 7-3 and 5-1
losses in Toronto in early February, the Canucks have been the better
team in their last five games. But they went only 2-2-1 in that span and,
20 games into the shortened season, have a lot of ground to make up at
8-11-1 in the North Division.

On Wednesday, they pumped five past him on 29 shots, banishing
Markstrom to the bench with 14:06 remaining.

But their play – the “process” coaches talk about – did turn a corner as
the Canucks took five of eight points in the Calgary series.

The goalie Vancouver signed to replace him, Braden Holtby, got his first
start in four games and delivered his best performance so far as a
Canuck, stopping 35 of 36 shots to help his team win wire-to-wire.

“I think we needed to win a game,” Holtby said when asked if he felt
pressure to match Demko’s improved play this month. “I think we've put
ourselves in a position where all that other stuff doesn't matter. We've got
to prepare every game in order to win, to give us a chance moving
forward of getting in the playoff race.”

And yet the game was about much more than goaltending as the
Canucks feasted on Flames turnovers and responded to Calgary’s only
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The Canucks are still some distance from that, but closer than they were
a short time ago.
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“For a young guy, you’re obviously going to focus on yourself,” says
Travis Dermott, “you’re not going to be the most outspoken guy right off
the bat. He’s filling the shoes as he goes. He has respect around the
room. When he does speak up now, it’s someone you’re obviously going
to listen to.”
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Used to be, Matthews’ quick release did all the talking. Now his voice and
his six-foot-three frame are chiming in.
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Sportsnet.ca / Auston Matthews an early contender for ‘Selke, Hart,
Rocket’

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox
February 18, 2021, 1:03 AM

TORONTO – Yes, it may be a tad “silly,” as Sheldon Keefe says, to start
engraving theoretical trophies 17 games into the season.
But the performance Auston Matthews is delivering night in, night out for
the Toronto Maple Leafs has caused at least one future Hall of Famer to
throw his name in the conversation for some serious hardware.
The sun rose, the sidewalks got salted, and Matthews scored again
Wednesday.
So, following the Leafs’ tightly contested 2-1 redemption victory over the
Ottawa Senators, we asked Joe Thornton — whose NHL career began
the same autumn his centreman was born — if he’s ever had a
teammate who fills the net with such consistency.
“Oh, boy, there’s probably two or three guys that I’ve played with that
does what he does. But he’s on a different level,” replied Thornton,
expanding the conversation. “He just competes so hard, I think he should
be up for — 18 games in or whatever — the Selke, Hart, Rocket. He
does so many things. He just plays the game the right way, and I really
enjoy watching him play and playing alongside him. He’s a complete
package.”
We in the business of commentating from the sidelines can be too casual
with claims that a strong player has elevated his game to a new level. But
there is enough evidence here — visual, numerical, verbal — to believe
that Matthews has unlocked another gear. Or two.
“It’s fun to watch him play, when I’m not on the ice with him,” rival Carey
Price admitted last week.
Matthews’ one-timed blast from Justin Holl to open Wednesday’s scoring
has given him 13 goals in his past 12 outings. He’s on a 14-game heater
in which he’s put up 20 points. He’s been held pointless in just one of 16
games played. He leads the NHL in game-winners, even-strength goals,
even-strength points, and even-strength shots. He’s third overall in both
takeaways and average ice time among forwards. Matthews wins most of
his faceoffs. He’s blocking shots and throwing hits with more frequency
than ever, and he’s been given a taste of the penalty kill.

When GM Kyle Dubas vowed to make his roster harder to play against,
yes, that meant adding pieces like Wayne Simmonds and Zach
Bogosian. But, perhaps more critically, it meant coaxing a 200-foot
commitment from the exec’s young highlight-makers.
“I’ve made a point in my game to be more physical,” says Matthews, who
began taking that step in the Columbus series. “I don’t think it’s over the
top but when I have opportunities to use my size and strength, whether
it’s with the puck or without the puck, just trying to utilize that to my
advantage.”
“In my head, I think when we went back into the bubble, it was definitely
a lot more physical, and I think it worked to my advantage.”
There is a common we-before-me narrative that runs through every great
Cup-hoisting leader. Ask Alex Ovechkin. Or Steve Yzerman.
In individual and group conversations, Keefe has demanded his group to
compete fiercer, to make their opponents earn every battle, each goal.
“Auston has just taken it upon himself and done it,” Keefe explains.
The coach points to an empty net and the waning moments of Feb. 10’s
game, which ended an eight-game Matthews goal streak, as an example
of an evolved mindset:
“It’s just a matter of him growing as a player and as a man, really. He
feels a lot more comfortable in the league and amongst his teammates.
He also has a level of confidence that he’s taking care of things on the
ice, not just on the offensive side but all the other areas,” Keefe says.
“When you do that, it gives you a lot more confidence to be able to speak
and push your teammates and challenge them.”
Even with 30 per cent of Matthews and the Leafs’ campaign already in
the books, it is premature to start handing out hardware.
The unique nature of 2021’s schedule makes it difficult to compare what
Matthews and Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are doing in the North
to what Brad Marchand is accomplishing in the East, Jonathan
Huberdeau in the Central, or Nathan MacKinnon in the West.
We do feel confident in saying Matthews has never jumped out the gate
with a multi-category “for your consideration” bid like this one. His
responsible, aggressive approach is complementing his skill.
Equally fitting as Matthews’ timely goal Wednesday — which arrived
mere seconds after a Thornton goal was disallowed due to his high stick
— was the star’s comments afterward.
“Once we scored there right after the high stick, the boys were saying
‘The puck don’t lie,’ ” Matthews said, smiling.

“It’s pretty obvious if you’re watching the game and paying attention that
Auston has been dominant in all regards offensively, defensively,” Keefe
said.

That would be “we,” not “I.”

This is no accident.

And this season, Matthews is all over that thing like he’s the truth.

In addition to taking reps on his one-timer, Matthews made a concerted
effort over the off-season to drop some weight and increase his speed.
Perhaps more importantly, the 23-year-old superstar has embraced a
stronger team-first approach.
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Coaches and teammates alike have pointed out how Matthews has
become more vocal on the bench and in the room. His humble body
language after his own goal strikes a contrast to his giddy exuberance
when a linemate does.

The puck don’t lie.
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid hits milestone as Oilers and Jets continue to
entertain

Matthews now backchecks with the same determination he relies on to
find open ice in the O-zone.
Mark Spector@sportsnetspec
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EDMONTON — Sometimes you get sick of watching two teams play
each other in this new NHL schedule. Personally, I never need to see
Arizona and St. Louis play each other ever again.
But the Edmonton Oilers and the Winnipeg Jets? How about a playoff
series, please?
There is something about these two teams that makes for fabulously
watchable hockey, whether they’re playing a 6-5 game like the Jets won
on Monday, or a 3-2 nail-biter like the one Edmonton gutted out on
Wednesday.
“Those are the playoff-type of games we have to learn how to win,” said
Leon Draisaitl, who had two goals. “I don’t know if I’d consider tonight a
playoff game, with all the penalties, but those are the tough ones to win.
The ones we want to win, 3-2, 2-1. We did a good job.”

“Take the over,” they said.
“The over/under is set at 6.5,” they advised. “These two teams have
combined for 28 goals scored in the three games they’ve played this
season. That’s a 5-4 game every night!”
Well, for the first time this season the Jets and Oilers produced less than
seven goals in a game. And that, folks, is how Vegas was built.
Players are going to make mistakes, and every game isn’t going to be a
defensive gem. Coaches realize that, and so do we.
But an issue in Edmonton — going back to their Qualifying Round ouster
at the hands of Chicago — is net-front play, especially when it comes to
deflection goals. It’s been too easy to stand there and tip pucks past the
Oilers’ goalies, as Mathieu Perreault and Blake Wheeler did in Monday’s
6-5 Jets win, and the Blackhawks did seemingly at will in the summer.
The Oilers cleaned that up in Wednesday’s rematch, but it will be a focus
for a while yet.

This game overcame the officiating, as referees Michael Markovic and
Brad Meier blew a few calls, then got caught over-managing the game. In
the end, Edmonton had six power plays to Winnipeg’s five, and no one
left the building happy with the zebras.

“We need to be harder in front of our net. There are some goals goin’ in
where we’re in the right position… We’re there, but we’re not there,”
Tippett said. “There just has to be a more physical element to compete in
front of our net, and I think we’ll take some goals against away.”

Nice Round Numbers

The Jets scored two deflection goals Monday that made Tippett’s point.
“On both of those deflections we’ve got a guy standing right next to the
guy that’s deflecting the puck,” he said.

On the night that was all about Connor McDavid scoring his 500th career
point in game No. 369 — exactly as fast as Sidney Crosby conquered the
same feat — Draisaitl also nabbed career point No. 450, while Dave
Tippett won his 600th career game as an NHL head coach.
“It’s a little milestone I guess. A little thing along the way here, which is
nice,” said McDavid. “To feel some of the reaction from my teammates,
friends and family, it’s always special. I appreciate the support… And,
onward.”
Tippett was asked if he ever steps back and smells the roses of having a
front row seat to watch the game’s next legendary performer make his
way through what will be a Hall of Fame career. Here in Edmonton, many
accuse themselves of getting a little blasé to all of Wayne Gretzky’s
accomplishments back in the ‘80s. Tippett says he appreciates
McDavid’s superiority every day — when he calculates the stats that he
keeps.
“I’ve been doing these different kind of stats for a long time,” Tippett
began. “I’ve had some pretty good teams. In Dallas we had Mike
Modano, with (Bill) Guerin, (Jason) Arnott and (Pierre) Turgeon — some
real good players. And I’ve never seen anything like it in the stats that I
keep. Not even close.

Kyle Turris was derelict on Perreault’s high-slot tip, while rookie Evan
Bouchard stood by as Wheeler deflected home the winner just above
Mikko Koskinen’s crease.
So what does a D-man do? You can’t just cross-check guys, like it’s 20
years ago.
“Well, you can crosscheck a little bit still. They still let you get away with a
little bit,” allowed Darnell Nurse. “It’s hard, but … you know when pucks
are coming from the point. If they get through clean, our goalies are
going to take care of it 90 per cent of the time.
“It’s important to find that stick and get under them,” he said. “A light tap
on the stick can go a long way when trying to take away a guy’s tipping
options. There are times when they’re tipping pucks and we’re standing
beside guys. We have to be better in that department.”
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“And the players who play with him? They seem like they do a little better
(also).”
McDavid opened the scoring with a feed to Jesse Puljujarvi, who sniped
a wicked puck past Connor Hellebuyck for McDavid's 500th, and
Puljujarvi’s fourth in his past six games. Then McDavid got an assist on
Draisaitl’s power-play game-winner.
“It’s been a pleasure to be a part of it for the last two years,” goalie Mike
Smith said of the Connor McDavid Show here in Edmonton. “I’ve played
against him for a few years now. It’s nice to be on this side of the
highlight-reel goals.”
What makes McDavid McDavid?
“His speed, the way he can change directions,” began Smith. “Every
game there’s a highlight-reel something, where you look down the bench,
or shake your head when you’re playing. ‘Did you see that?’”
McDavid would prefer a root canal to talking about his latest
accomplishment, though he did say he’d call his Mom on Thursday, and
likely debrief on the win with his Dad over the phone Wednesday night.
“I know he doesn’t look at milestones like that much,” said Tippett, “but
later on in life he’ll look back and be proud. He wants the team milestone
ahead of the individual milestone. That’s what he’s striving for.”
Betcha Lost

Sportsnet.ca / Seven prospects to watch on Canadian AHL affiliate
teams

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA
February 17, 2021, 4:52 PM

The 2020-21 AHL campaign finally got underway earlier this month,
several weeks after the puck dropped on the NHL season.
The seven Canadian NHL clubs are all currently playing in the same
division. It’s a similar-yet-not-identical setup in the AHL with affiliate
teams for Calgary, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and Winnipeg making up
the Canadian Division, while Edmonton's and Vancouver's farm teams
play in the Pacific Division and North Division, respectively.
With COVID-19 protocols, taxi squads and other variables facing hockey
organizations this year we could see more roster movement than usual
and that could mean additional opportunities for players on the verge of
landing an NHL roster spot.
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There’s also a bit more youth in the AHL – to start the year at least –
since some CHL players have been allowed to play in the AHL where in
previous years they’d be ineligible.
With that in mind, here’s one player from each of the Canadian AHL
affiliate teams to keep an eye on early in the season…
Bakersfield Condors (Edmonton Oilers)
Markus Niemelainen spent two years with the Saginaw Spirit in the OHL
and was selected by the Oilers in the third round of the 2016 NHL Draft,
before heading home and playing in Finland for the past three-plus years.
The 22-year-old defenceman retuned to North America this year and
scored his first career AHL goal last week in a loss to the Henderson
Silver Knights.
Niemelainen was named the team’s player of the week for his efforts. It’s
an important development year for the six-foot-five Kuopio native.
Belleville Senators (Ottawa Senators)
Sticking with another Finnish blueliner, Ottawa’s 2019 first-round pick
Lassi Thomson logged four shots and two assists in his first few games
with Belleville. With the Sens off to a pretty terrible start to the 2021
season – Monday’s epic comeback against the Leafs notwithstanding –
there’s no need to rush Thomson along. He can develop at a steady
pace on a youthful AHL roster that only has six players older than 24.
Ottawa has a solid group of young, left-shot defencemen with Thomas
Chabot, Erik Brannstrom and Christian Wolanin currently with the big
club and 2020 fifth-overall pick Jake Sanderson at the University of North
Dakota. Ottawa isn’t quite as flush with right-shot defence prospects so
this could give Thomson a slight edge in the future when battling for a
roster spot.
Laval Rocket (Montreal Canadiens)
Jesse Ylonen has received some early praise playing on a line with
Joseph Blandisi and Joel Teasdale. The skilled right-shot winger was
taken 35th overall in 2018, three spots ahead of Alexander Romanov,
and projects to be an offensive-minded top-six forward if he can play to
his potential. Some of that skill was on display when Ylonen set up a
Blandisi goal with a nifty little pass last week to record his first career
AHL point.
Manitoba Moose (Winnipeg Jets)
Rookie forward Cole Perfetti killed two birds with one stone on Monday
by playing in his first AHL game and scoring his first professional goal.
The 10th-overall pick from 2020 had 111 points through 61 games with
the Saginaw Spirit before the OHL season shut down due to COVID-19.
The OHL’s lack of concrete return to play plans meant standout teens
like Perfetti were given a unique opportunity. The 19-year-old Whitby,
Ont., native started the season on Winnipeg’s taxi squad and was able to
practice with the NHLers. That seems to have given him added
confidence to shine at the AHL level.
Stockton Heat (Calgary Flames)
The Heat haven’t played a game yet this season and aren’t scheduled to
until Feb. 21, but when they finally step on the ice you’ll want to keep an
eye on 2020 first-rounder Connor Zary. The 24th-overall pick is up with
the Heat for the time being while his Kamloops Blazers wait for the WHL
season to get the green light.
“The WHL continues to work with government health authorities in British
Columbia to establish a start date for the WHL’s B.C. Division,” a WHL
statement from last week read.

term injured reserve. Barring an unforeseen setback, Robertson is likely
to get another shot with the big club at some point this season.
“My mentality was to get back strong, keep working hard and work on the
things that I need to work on and carry it into when I was playing,”
Robertson said via the Toronto Sun. “My mindset is where I am right now
and I’m with the Marlies. I’m going to do everything I can to help the team
win and produce individually. As far as getting another shot with the
Leafs, that’s out of my control right now. I have to focus on getting back
into game shape and getting my game back to where it needs to be.”
Robertson was recently activated and assigned to the Marlies where he
has three points through two games, including a game-winning goal
Tuesday.
Utica Comets (Vancouver Canucks)
Kole Lind is entering a pivotal year in his development. The 22-year-old
former Kelowna Rockets standout was taken 33rd-overall by the
Canucks in 2017 yet he hasn’t made his NHL debut. Lind is making the
transition from winger to centre and that experiment is off to a
tremendous start. In fact, Lind has an AHL-leading four goals through
three games so far. Yes, he’s producing at an unsustainable rate right
now, but it’s a promising sign he’s one step closer to NHL-ready. He’s
slated to be a restricted free agent after this season so it’s a prove-it year
for the Swift Current, Sask., native.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.18.2021

1183796

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Thoughts on every Canadian NHL team at the quarter
mark of the season

Justin Bourne@jtbourne
February 17, 2021, 12:41 PM

By rough math, teams in the NHL’s North Division have played a little
over a quarter of their games, which means the standings are moving
from a state of complete fluidity to a more crystallized, tiered order.
Those tiers look something like: Toronto and Montreal -- Winnipeg,
Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver -- Ottawa.
There will be quibbles about that middle group of four (should Vancouver
be in it?), and maybe some Jets or Oilers or Flames fans think they
belong in that top tier, but that’s how they sit in my brain through 25 per
cent of the season.
It feels like a fitting time to take a quick snapshot of where teams are at
right now, so when things inevitably get straight-up weird on us over the
next couple months we can say “Do you remember when we foolishly
thought [things I’m about to write] about that team?”
Sign up for NHL newsletters
Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to
your inbox!
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.

Zary was lauded for his performance at Flames training camp and his
natural skill far exceeds the vast majority of AHL players, so it’s possible
he sees plenty of ice-time for as long as he’s at the AHL level. The 19year-old Saskatoon native had 38 goals, 86 points in 57 games with the
Blazers last season and represented Canada at the world juniors.

We’ll go alphabetical here, starting with the…

Toronto Marlies (Toronto Maple Leafs)

We thought they’d have one of the better defensive groups in the division
with quality goaltending, which, check and check. Only Montreal has
given up fewer goals in the North than the Flames, and it’s a difference of
a whopping one. Calgary has also given up the second-fewest high

Nick Robertson is still eligible to play for the Peterborough Petes – where
he posted a ridiculous 55 goals in 46 games during the shortened 201920 OHL season – but he’s with the Marlies at the moment. The 19-yearold sustained a knee injury on opening night and was placed on long-

The pantheon of memorable coaching rants in the media undeniably
includes Arizona Cardinals coach Dennis Green snapping “They are who
we thought they were” into a podium microphone, and that comes to
mind here.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 18, 2021
danger shots against at 5-on-5 so far in the division, so, they defend fairly
well.
I was concerned about their ability to score, though, as they lack the elite
top-end talent of many other teams in the divisions, which … check?
They generate the least shots and shot attempts per game of any team in
the division, and they’re only outscoring Ottawa by raw goals. Only
Johnny Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm are at a point-per-game pace, then
it falls of drastically. Sean Monahan has scored twice in 15 games,
Matthew Tkachuk sits at 10 points in 15 games, and the depth scoring
behind them has been non-existant.
In this high-flying division, it’s an advantage to be able to defend. But
you’ve gotta be able to score some to keep pace in the North.
So take the above, almost exactly … but the opposite. They are who we
thought they were, in that the Oilers can score but not defend. There’s a
strong likelihood that the fourth and final playoff spot in this division is
going to come down to the Battle of Alberta, with one team relying on D
and the other relying on O, and … how has that battle historically ended
in hockey? Not many people claiming “offence wins championships” out
there, is there?
The bummer part (for Edmonton) is that they’re actually in the good half
of the league in some defensive categories (like high danger chances
against), but they’re just getting no goaltending. At 5-on-5 only five teams
have a worse team save percentage (including Vancouver and Ottawa).
The thing with the Oilers is you can see a path out for them where it
works. If a goalie gets hot or they acquire a new one, they can score
enough to win games handily. If a few support players for the Hart
Brothers get hot, or they find a rotation with all their good D gets solidified
(last I checked they’ve got about nine NHL defencemen they’re toggling
between), they can be a tough team to beat on a nightly basis.

I’m not sure the division is good enough to really tell what the Leafs are
yet, which in a way is a compliment to what they are -- pretty clearly the
best team of the seven. Their defence is vastly improved, with the
addition of TJ Brodie offering some consistency and quality play that
they’ve often lacked past Morgan Rielly and Jake Muzzin. The
emergence of Justin Holl has been a bright spot, and they’ve received
quality play on their bottom pair, too.
If Freddy Andersen can look about league average, which he has so far,
the biggest question marks remain at the bottom of their forward group.
Jimmy Vesey has been generic and beige, Alex Kerfoot has yet to find
clear value, and they still don’t have any sort of defensive, "grindy"
presence at the bottom of their forward group, where most teams love to
keep some.
They’re very good, but can Toronto roll four lines against the Bruins,
against the Golden Knights, or the Lightning if they get that far in the
playoffs? We’re nowhere near being able to answer that question.
Why does Nylander get so much criticism from Leafs fans?
This is saying something after a massive come-from-behind win against
the first place team in the division, and given pre-season expectations
were so low, but … might the Senators be worse than we expected? I
say yes.
After a decent early-season showing against the Leafs, we did a “Great
Canadian Debate” panel on Sportsnet, with one of the questions being
“Will the Senators surprise teams this season.” I believe all four of us
(myself, Cassie Campbell, Colby Armstrong and Eric Engels) said yes,
with some mentions of them not finishing seventh as a possibility.
That uh … that’s not gonna happen.

I picked Edmonton to finish second in the division, and while I no longer
think they will, I’m not ready to write off that possibility yet. With their
superstars they’re never far from a run of wins.

The biggest failing is goaltending, which I’ll get to in a minute. But it also
seems a miss that the off-season commitment was apparently to getting
heavier and harder to play against. The thinking seemed to be that the
kids needed support, and you didn’t want them to lose and get pushed
around. The Sens didn’t want those kids to feel uncomfortable.

Before this season I was on Hockey Central making the claim that I didn’t
quite see what everyone else apparently saw in the Canadiens. Many
had them as favourites to win the division by the time the season started,
and they’re still right there, with the No. 1 seed still a very possible
outcome for them.

Well, losing all the time is uncomfortable too. What they could’ve done is
focused more on skill and less on grit. Their young players are exciting,
and finally they have some top-end skill that makes multi-goal
comebacks possible. But it’s not nearly enough.

My concerns were simple: Could they score enough? They were 19th in
goals-per-game the year before. They made the Max Domi-for-Josh
Anderson deal, which I saw as a small offensive improvement, they
added Tyler Toffoli who would help, and then … I dunno, I guess I
thought that would get them to being a mid-pack offensive team. Given
they were also 19th in goals-against last year and added Joel
Edmundson (Alexander Romanov, too, but I didn’t know how good he’d
be), maybe they’d be a bit better than average, I guessed?
Where I’m at now is that I’m not sure a hot start has changed my
perspective all that much. They’re as deep as any team in the NHL, of
that I have no doubt. Through four lines and three pairs, there’s no real
weakness, no glaring trouble spot. That makes them a tough team to
beat every single night.
But things get tight down the stretch and in playoffs, and everyone
defends a bit better. With that and goals getting harder to score, I’m not
sure I’m sold this Habs team has the game-breakers. Over their past five
games they’ve scored 2, 2, 2, 0 and 2 goals. Outside a few Canucks
routs they haven’t looked overly dangerous.
I see a solid team that’s going to methodically extract points from a
weaker division all year. I’m not convinced they’re more than that yet, but
I won’t close my mind to the possibility.
The reason I was more bullish on the Leafs was the opposite of what I
just said of the Canadiens, in that they’re loaded with game-breakers.
They’re not as solid through four lines -- if you could even parse out what
the bottom lines are, given the team’s use of 18 forwards and soon to be
19 -- but I thought the competition for bottom spots would inspire decent
enough play for those top dogs to outscore their problems. They largely
have.

With Matt Murray and Marcus Hogberg combining for the worst save
percentage in hockey, those young guys don’t have a chance most
nights. They can’t get a save, they can’t get help making plays …
welcome to the NHL fellas. The Sens future is brighter (presuming they
figure out their crease), just not the immediate, next-three-month future.
The Canucks are easily the most frustrating team in the division given
their elite top-end talent, the quality on the roster in general, and how
they’re just brutally eroded by holes in other places on the roster. Some
nights their flaws don’t show and the stars shine and you get glimpses of
how it could be without overpaying a few underachievers, but that’s not
something we’re likely to see enough of this season.
When Jacob Markstrom was in the crease their defensive deficiencies
often got papered over. With Markstrom gone and Chris Tanev too, every
error seems to be exposed on the scoreboard right now. They’re getting
bottom-five goaltending in the league. You can’t win like that, as talented
as you may be in other places.
The Canucks are well-coached to my eye, and have enough skill to win
games this season. You can’t sleep on them. I can even see them and
their fans feeling like they’re “in the playoff hunt” down the stretch. But
this seems like a season they’re destined to fall short, with changes
coming. Frustration, frustration, frustration for a fanbase that historically
handles that, ahem, with some difficulty.
I can’t believe we had to wait all the way until the bottom here to talk
about the biggest wildcard of the bunch, the Jets. The Jets are deep, the
Jets have top-end talent, the Jets have the reigning Vezina Trophy
winner … and the Jets have a capital-B Bad NHL D-corps. What a mix!
Tune in to see what will happen tonight, it could be literally anything!
Jokes aside, I think this is a team that’s going to take shape and go by
the events of the season more than any other. Their range is huge, and
so they need a positive run of games here to push things towards the
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good side. If they can find some positivity out of early-season hardships
and find some chemistry, I think they’ve got more than enough to win
most nights, and I could see them taking home the three seed with the
two seed not out of the question either. They could start feeling good,
become very tough to beat, and have a fun year. (One note: through 15
games they’ve only played Toronto and Montreal a combined once.
Some of this positivity might be a bit much.)
I also think things feel slightly flammable there this year -- from Paul
Maurice and Blake Wheeler to the Laine/Dubois trade and beyond -- and
if they get on some negative bent they could fall all the way to sixth.
Nothing they do will surprise me.
As a gambler, I’m basically never going to bet on them when they’re
favourites in a game, and will always throw money on them as
underdogs. They can win every night, I’m just never confident enough to
say they will. Here’s to hoping they stay healthy, and stay interesting.
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens notebook: Drouin-Suzuki-Anderson studies
Boston's 'Perfection Line'

Eric Engels@EricEngels
February 17, 2021, 12:51 PM

MONTREAL — There was a play in the third period of last Saturday’s 2-1
win over the Toronto Maple Leafs that perfectly illustrated the evolution of
Jonathan Drouin’s game. It featured his world-class skill — few players
could receive a hard pass in the slot and shift through a couple of
defenders with dazzling moves while skating at top speed — but it also
showed his willingness to work inside the scoring area.
It wasn’t a play that resulted in a goal, but it was a play that created a
scoring chance for Josh Anderson, and it showed to what end Drouin has
played his role in the success of Montreal’s best line to start the season.
The 25-year-old may only have one goal this season, but he’s got 11
points in 15 games and he’s playing well at both ends of the rink. Drouin
has consistently been one of the Canadiens’ best players — just like he
was last season before injuring his wrist — and I know I’m not the only
one who sees it.
"Jonathan has a good attitude this year, he's in a good state of mind,"
said Canadiens coach Claude Julien on Tuesday. "I think that Jonathan
wants to do well. It's just a matter of time — if he continues doing the little
things, the goals will definitely come."
When we first saw the combination of Drouin, Nick Suzuki and Anderson
as a line, it was fairly evident why it had promise.
Julien had the two most skilled forwards on the team continuing with the
chemistry they built up in the bubble back in August, and he added a
freight train of a player beside them in Anderson — a six-foot-three, 226pounder who moves like a Shelby Mustang off the line and plays like he’s
picking a fight with the biggest, baddest guy in prison. Drouin and Suzuki
could start the rush and hit Anderson in full flight, they could use their
finesse to leverage Anderson’s grit, and they could set the plays for
Anderson to finish.
But there’s so much more to what makes a line successful. Three players
have to think the game the same way, they have to build up to a place
where all the guesswork is eliminated and they can make plays to each
other without hesitation, and that process unfolds off the ice as much as
it does on it.
Despite COVID protocols making it more challenging for Drouin, Suzuki
and Anderson to spend time together away from the rink, they’re using
their time wisely when they are permitted to be together.

One way they’re doing that is by studying some of the other great lines
from around the NHL, and we can’t think of a better line for them to look
at than Boston’s "Perfection Line" of Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron
and David Pastrnak.
"The Bergeron line, they don’t complicate things," Drouin said. "They just
strike right away. That’s something we’re working on … trying to turn (the
puck) over and strike right away."
"It’s one pass, it’s at the net, there’s one guy driving the net," Drouin
added. "That’s something we want to do. We want to create turnovers
and make sure we’re capitalizing on them and we do it quick. This game
these days, it’s fast, it’s fast, it’s fast and we’ve got to be part of those top
lines in the NHL where we’re creating a lot of stuff and we’re hard to play
against."
In truth, part of the reason we wanted to watch this AHL game was to see
how 22-year-old Rafaël Harvey-Pinard would fare in just his third contest
as a pro. He opened with an impressive weekend, got himself a goal in
his second game, and he was lined up with Ryan Poehling and Michael
Frolik on Tuesday.
The thing is, we didn’t have to search for Harvey-Pinard; he was
impossible to miss — covering every little detail at both ends of the ice,
playing hard on the forecheck and backcheck, physical and engaged and
clearly the spark on a line with two far more established players. He’s
five-foot-nine and 173 pounds, but he was a menace out there.
Rocket coach Joel Bouchard said after the 4-1 loss that Harvey-Pinard
was one of the best players in the game, and that he goes to the hard
areas and plays the right way. No one watching would disagree.
I saw some people comparing him to Brendan Gallagher, which is an
easy one to come by seeing Harvey-Pinard wearing Gallagher’s No. 11
in a jersey that resembles Montreal’s, but I saw some signs of Steve
Begin. Not in terms of skills — Harvey-Pinard has more scoring ability
and more touch than Begin ever did — but in terms of will.
There are few players I’ve seen in my lifetime willing to put as much of
himself on the line as Begin did consistently throughout an 18-year
career that took him from the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League ValDor Foreurs through 560 NHL games (regular season and post-season
combined) split between Calgary, Montreal, Dallas, Boston and
Nashville. Everywhere he went, the story was the same: a player who
just wouldn’t let anything or anyone get in the way of his dream.
Watching Harvey-Pinard with the Q’s Rouyn-Nouranda Huskies and
Chicoutimi Sagueneens, seeing him at Canadiens rookie camp last fall,
and finally watching him play as a pro has made it abundantly clear he
won’t be denied. A lot of things will need to go right for the 2019 seventhrounder to make — and stick — in the NHL, but put me in the believer
category.
How does he get there?
Harvey-Pinard will have to continue to refine his skating technique, no
doubt. Not that it’s an impediment as is — it may not look pretty, but he’s
explosive and gets to where he needs to be without issue — but it’s an
area that he’ll want to focus on.
But the key is for the Jonquiere, Que., native is to continue to play every
shift like it could be his last. He could be a smaller Begin-type, an energy
player. He could be like Calgary Flames forward Andrew Mangiapane or
Tampa Bay Lightning forward Yanni Gourde — players who play that
energy role to perfection but also chip in offensively. But as long as he’s
himself, I think he’ll be an NHLer.
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Sportsnet.ca / 10 NHL draft prospects who are helping their stock in odd
scouting year
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With so many players still looking to play their first games of the season,
it’s been challenging to get a handle on what the 2021 draft might look
like.
Scouts have attended games whenever it's been safe to do so, but for
the most part, this draft class has been scouted by video. Not just video
from this season, but going back through the archives to get a better feel
on those who have not yet started to play.
Add to that the uncertainty surrounding when the draft will take place and
the addition of a 32nd team to the mix, and you have a whole lot of
confusion and conjecture. At the very least, it’s kept the 2021 NHL Draft
top of mind, especially considering the gap between the haves and havenots is starting to widen in the NHL standings.
There are essentially two theories that exist. One, have the late-2002,
and 2003-born players drafted in December of 2021. This would allow for
scouting any play this season and, in the hopes that all leagues will
return to some sort of normal schedule in late-September or earlyOctober, give scouts an additional two months of viewing into the 202122 season. This does present a number of logistical challenges, not
concerning scouts, but definitely concerning executives and owners.
From a scouting perspective, this seems to be the schedule of choice.
The late-2003, and 2004-born players would go back to a regularly
scheduled draft in June of 2022.
The other idea that has been tossed around is a dual draft that would
take place in late-June or early-July of 2022. The first part of the draft
would be the 2021 eligible players, while the 2022 eligibles would get
their first exposure to the draft in the second portion of the proposed
week-long event.
Of course, each team has its preferences. The teams that have
traditionally leaned on video scouting are good to go at any time, and
would prefer an as-close-to-normal schedule as possible, feeling they
may have a leg up on the competition. Then you have the teams that
employ a portion of their staff to scout underaged players, as a way of
building their draft book a year earlier. Mike Futa and head scout Mark
Yanetti employed this tactic while working under Dean Lombardi when he
was with the L.A. Kings. Based on their current prospect pool, you would
have to say this tactic is effective. Teams that do this would also prefer
going to the draft table earlier, feeling they have an advantage over
teams that simply scout the current year’s prospects.
Then you have a group of teams that utilize the traditional in-person
scouting tactic. That method has proven to be successful for a number of
teams, especially those that have a good track record later in the draft.
Those teams would prefer to push the draft back as far as possible in
order to maximize the in-person viewing opportunities. Several events for
both the 2021 and 2022 draft eligibles have already been cancelled,
though.
From a league perspective, there are several considerations. First, the
health and safety of the teams and prospects is of the utmost
importance. Second, the league never likes to see competitive advantage
given to teams. Their interests lie in a 32-team league full of parity, where
entertainment is at the forefront, and every fan base feels it has a chance
to cheer as late into the season as possible. Then, there’s logistics. What
works best, and when, for a majority of the teams? How will different draft
dates affect the ability to sign players, the number of contracts they have
on the books, when players can participate with their NHL clubs, salary
cap, etc. There are a number of logistical elements that have to be
considered. Finally, what about the NHL Combine? It’s a hugely
important piece of the puzzle. Teams gather, interview players, talk
amongst each other, and of course, the physical testing results that are
made available to all teams once the Combine is complete.
The league has quietly put together a committee to work through these
issues, yet any talk of dates or logistics has been muffled. The NHL
wants to wait until absolutely necessary to announce dates, times,
locations, etc. As of the NHL key dates list released in January, there is
no date set for the NHL draft lottery. Currently, the draft is scheduled to
take place July 23 and 24 with a location TBD. The 2020 draft template

may very well be employed. I believe those dates are fluid. Time is of the
essence as vaccines are administered at different rates across North
America.
Of course, the priority is getting through the 2020-21 season, something
essential to determine the 2021 draft order.
Now to the fun stuff.
In years past, this would’ve been our sixth edition of draft rankings for the
season. Instead, this month, rather than post a top-32 ranking, we will
focus on a short-list of players making waves. This short list will include
only players who are currently playing. As an aside, there’s a list of a few
honourable mentions that include players currently on the ice, and those
expected to suit up in the next month. The OHL is the only major junior
league that has no official start date, although it is rumoured some sort of
protected environment system will be utilized as early as the first week in
April.
Let’s hope things change for the better by the time we get to our next
rankings due date of mid-March. Until then, here’s a list of 10 players
who are in the conversation to be featured prominently in the first round
of the 2021 draft.
1. Kent Johnson, C, U of Michigan (NCAA): One of the most dynamic
players this draft class has to offer, Johnson continues to create content
for the highlight reel. There’s no denying his offensive instincts include a
measure of risk not normally taken by freshman at the NCAA level.
Johnson has put up point per game numbers, which fits with his CJHL
Player of the Year honours from last season. Johnson puts up points, but
not at the expense of giving them up the other way.
2. Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda Jr. (SWE): There are plenty of high-end
options at defence in this draft. The projection of the first one of them
taken will range, but one of the names who will continually be in the
conversation is Edvinsson's. He moves well, makes plays and projects to
be a top-pairing, multi-situational defender. There have been some
issues finding him a place to play. He’s too good for the Under-20
league, not quite ready for primetime SHL minutes, so the Allsvenskan is
a nice go-between.
3. Owen Power, D, U of Michigan (NCAA): Has earned his ice with solid
play at both ends of the rink. Not afraid to transport the puck or take
calculated risks in the offensive zone. A massive (6-foot-5, 14 pounds),
skilled defenceman who is excelling against older competition in his
freshman season. Another name in the conversation as either being the
first overall pick or the first defenceman off the board.
4. Luke Hughes, D, USNTDP: The third and final instalment of the
Hughes brothers, Luke is following brother Quinn as a Michigan commit,
while playing out this season with the famed US U18 program. Like his
brothers, skating is the foundation for success. Add to that elite hockey
sense and size (6-foot-2), and you have the makings of a top-pairing
defenceman. While he may not be as dynamic as his brothers, he plays a
more simple, safe and effective game. He makes good, accurate passes
while being able to handle the puck with poise and confidence in the
offensive zone.
5. Matthew Beniers, C, U of Michigan (NCAA): Beautiful blend of will and
skill, Beniers was leaned on heavily at the world juniors. His numbers
didn’t pop off the page there (three points in seven games), but he was
trusted in most every situation. He’s not as dynamic as some others on
this list, but he displays an excellent two-way game and some intangibles
that will translate well to the NHL.
6. William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden (SHL): Due to COVID-19 protocols,
he wasn’t able to participate in the world juniors. Had he been given the
chance, he likely would’ve been one of Sweden’s top two centres. A
modest 20-game stint in the SHL last season allowed him to feel
comfortable starting with Djurgarden this season. Not only is he getting
top-six minutes, but he’s producing at a top-six rate. There’s great
deception in his shot, either by looking off-target, or through subtle
manipulation of the blade angle. A hard worker who skates well and
utilizes those assets to create turnovers and offence.
7. Brandt Clarke, D, HC Nove Zamky (SVK): Has been able to transition
to the pro game in Slovakia and through 16 games he has four goals.
Size, speed and offensive instincts define Clarke’s play. It will be
fascinating to watch his game if and when the OHL returns to the ice.
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8. Aatu Raty, C, Karpat (Liiga): Because of his success at home and
internationally over the past couple seasons, Raty was pre-determined
as a top-three pick going into this season. A poor start in Liiga play left
him off Finland’s world junior team, though. There’s no doubt he
possesses plenty of NHL translatable skills, but playing just over 11
minutes per game will be challenging to put up expected numbers.
Turning those two disastrous narratives into a positive the rest of the way
will be key to getting Raty back into top five contention.
9. Carson Lambos, D, Winnipeg Ice (QMJHL): The perfect example of
what many European players face when coming over to North America to
play junior hockey. Not only are the expectations high, but managing a
new language, new food, new town, different rink size in a new location
isn’t easy. Having said that, Lambos will likely look back on the
experience as a positive one in furthering his hockey development. A
couple games in the Liiga should serve as a great reminder of how fast
the pace is at the pro level before re turns to the WHL ice.
10. Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski Oceanic (QMJHL): The numbers don’t
dazzle like they did a year ago, but remember Bolduc is playing in
different company this season. One thing is for certain: he is extremely
talented with magic hands and the ability to release the puck in deceptive
fashion. He excels in the small area game and will need to continue his
work away from the puck and in the defensive zone. Bolduc is still
understanding that many of the same skills used on offence are effective
while defending.
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But just nine seconds after his second scoring attempt was waived off,
Thornton’s linemate Auston Matthews broke through with the night’s first
goal.
That not only spotted Toronto a 1-0 lead, it was Matthews’ leagueleading 13th goal in his last 12 games, and the 17th goal of his career
against Ottawa. While Thornton wouldn’t end up with any points on that
play or by game’s end, he did play a season-high 18:19 in the victory, in
just his second game back from a rib fracture that sidelined him for four
weeks.
“Once we scored there, right after the high stick, the boys were saying,
‘the puck don't lie,’” Matthews. “He's been all over it, and these two
games that he's been back he's looked completely normal. He's playing
well, he's making plays doing things that he does, and he's super easy to
play with.”
The goal from Matthews nearly held the Leafs ahead until the final frame,
but the Senators were not content to sit back. In the waning minutes of
the second period, Justin Holl executed a poor pinch and Ottawa
capitalized with a two-on-one rush finished off by Brady Tkachuk,
accounting for the 100th point of his NHL career and sending the game
tied 1-1 into the third.
That would be the only blemish on Frederik Andersen’s 27-save night.
After two unsuccessful power-play efforts early in that last period, Alex
Kerfoot finally put the Leafs back on top from a scramble on Matt
Murray’s doorstep. It would stand as the game winner, and propel
Toronto back into the win column.

‘Disciplined’ Leafs grind out win over Senators to snap two-game slide

“This was a huge win for us, bouncing back from a tough loss the other
day,” said Kerfoot. “It's really big in a shortened [56-game] season like
this to stop that kind of negative momentum. You don't want to let that
creep into your minds or into your game and so coming right back out
and winning the game in which I think Ottawa played a good game as
well and didn't give us much, that was a big win for us.”

By Kristen Shilton

And it came without many of the offensive theatrics of special-teams
excellence Toronto often displays. Both the Leafs and Senators finished
0-for-3 on the power play, and put an equal 28 shots on net.
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TORONTO — The Maple Leafs were out for redemption against Ottawa
on Wednesday night, and the Senators made it as difficult as possible to
find. But just 48 hours after Toronto blew a four-goal lead and dropped a
6-5 decision to Ottawa in overtime on Monday, the Leafs rebounded with
a hard-fought 2-1 win to halt the first two-game slide of their regular
season.
“It was clear the way the night was going, it was going to be one where
you got to earn your offence, have patience, got to keep your structure,”
said head coach Sheldon Keefe. "And I thought we did that for the most
part. There's some things we definitely want to clean up but it's another
one of those games, really close, tight, can go either way and you gotta
stay disciplined and committed...to finally get our two points.”
The victory puts Toronto at 12-3-2 on the season, well atop the North
Division standings with one meeting left against Ottawa on Thursday to
cap off their three-game series.
That final contest feels very much up for grabs though, especially
considering how the first two games have gone. Despite the Leafs
coming off that brutal defeat on Monday, they didn’t start Wednesday’s
game with nearly the same urgency Ottawa did. Toronto was mostly
quiet throughout a sleepy first period, where neither side put any goals
on the board but the Senators outshot the Leafs, 10-5.
“Our start wasn't a good one,” acknowledged Keefe. “Ottawa was
definitely the better team in the first period. It was a lot harder to get to
the neutral zone, a lot harder to get to the net, lot harder to get off the
wall. I think it took us some time to really adjust and Ottawa was playing
extremely well and playing to their structure perfectly. So it took some
time for us to stay with that.”
Toronto eventually found its feet, and Joe Thornton thought he had them
on the board twice before having both goals disallowed for pushing the
goalie and then for a high stick.

But in that sense, grinding out a win reminded the Leafs what they’re
capable of, even when they’re not at their best. Keefe wouldn’t divulge
any potential lineup changes before Thursday’s half of the back-to-back,
but suffice it to say the Leafs are ready for just about anything after their
last two outings.
“We're playing good hockey for the most part, and that's what's great,”
Kerfoot said. “Our goal is just to focus on the next game and get ready to
win a hockey game regardless of who we're playing, when we're playing
or what’s going on. We were focused all day long and had a good
mindset coming in. They played a hard game [and] made it difficult on us
but we were able to get the two points.”

TSN.CA LOADED: 02.18.2021

1183800

Websites

Keefe staying patient as Tavares struggles offensively

By Mark Masters

The Maple Leafs held a full skate on Wednesday morning. The Senators
held an optional skate.
John Tavares has just one goal in the last 10 games, but head coach
Sheldon Keefe is staying patient with the Leafs captain.
"You can tell he's fighting it a little bit right now," Keefe acknowledged.
"While production offensively is down a little bit here, goals against while
he's on the ice have been down ... When you give up less defensively,
you don't actually have to score as much offensively."
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Tavares has only been on the ice for five goals against in five-on-five
play this season (0.3 per game). Last season, Tavares was on the ice for
54 goals against (0.86 per game) in five-on-five play, which was the most
among Toronto's forwards.
"I just see him being above the puck a lot more," Keefe observed. "In
50/50 situations where a player has to make a decision ... I see him
erring on the defensive side."
Of course, the Leafs will eventually need more offence from Tavares and
linemate William Nylander, who has failed to produce a point in the past
five games. The pair have combined for just four even-strength goals on
the season.
"We magnify things here and the expectations are high," Keefe said.
"Those guys are capable of more and they know that, and we know that,
but there's been a lot of good things happening in terms of how they've
been contributing to a team that's gotten off to a very good start."
Toronto sits atop the league standings in points (24) and Keefe likes the
progress the group has made defensively with Tavares setting the tone.
The hope is the addition of Zach Hyman to Toronto's second line will help
get that group going offensively. With Joe Thornton returning from injury
on Monday, Hyman shifted to the Tavares line.
"I thought it was good in the start," Hyman said. "We had tons of chances
early on, as did our team, in the first couple periods. And then, obviously,
in the third it wasn't our greatest period or our team's greatest period, but
we have things to build off of from last game. I'm excited to get back at it
with those guys."
'He's fighting it a bit': Keefe stays patient with Tavares
John Tavares has only one goal in his last 10 games, and while Leafs
head coach Sheldon Keefe admits his captain is fighting it a bit, he isn't
concerned about John Tavares' production as his line overall has been
reliable on the defensive end of the ice.
The Leafs didn't hold a practice or media availability on Tuesday, but
they did meet to go over video and address what went wrong in
Monday's shocking collapse against the last-place Senators.
"When you get a loss like that, the way that it went down, you don't want
to let it fester," Keefe said. "We've been slipping a little bit and I think it
just kind of caught up with us. It was situational-awareness-type stuff.
We've just got to be more responsible and recognize what's happening in
the game and manage it better."
Keefe saw the team starting to lose focus last week in the final game of a
three-game set against the Vancouver Canucks. There were more
warning signs in Saturday's 2-1 loss to Montreal, which also featured a
blown lead.
The priority tonight is crystal clear to the players.
"Just getting rid of our sloppiness," said alternate captain Mitch Marner.
"The amount of turnovers we had were unacceptable. We kept them
around the game the whole time and gave them life, so we talked about
that. We got to control the puck more, keep it in our hands more."
Frederik Andersen and Tavares both turned the puck over in the final
seconds of the second period with the Leafs up 5-1, which led to a Nick
Paul shorthanded goal giving the Senators life. Then the Leafs
surrendered an Artyom Zub breakaway goal moments after the Ottawa
rookie escaped from the box in the first minute of the third period.
"It was a funny game in the sense that you gave up six goals, but only
one of them [really] came at five-on-five," noted Keefe. "It just goes to
show on the situational stuff we have to manage it better. Essentially, two
shorthanded goals against are unacceptable."
The Senators also scored a goal just after a double minor to Hyman
expired. Evgenii Dadonov then scored a six-on-five goal to tie the game
before adding the winner in three-on-three overtime.
Leafs Ice Chips: Will Hyman spark Tavares and Nylander?
Joe Thornton's return Monday night is allowing Sheldon Keefe to juggle
his lines a little bit, which might spark John Tavares and William
Nylander, who have been struggling to produce offence at even strength.

The pair had a new linemate at practice Sunday, Zach Hyman, who has
been heating up of late. Mark Masters has more.
The Senators now own the most wins (10) against the Leafs during the
Auston Matthews era, which started in 2016-17. Montreal and Tampa
Bay have nine wins against Toronto in that stretch.
"We know they're a team that works extremely hard," Hyman said,
"especially when they play us, they seem to have an extra chip on their
shoulder."
"In the third period we did a lot of things really, really well," said Senators
defenceman Erik Gudbranson. "They were starting to grip their sticks
tight when we got that third goal, and we took advantage of that. We did
a good job of putting them under pressure and forcing them to make
mistakes they didn't want to make."
But the Senators weren't thrilled with their game either and, like the
Leafs, are aiming to tighten up tonight.
"We gave them six odd-man rushes, which is probably the worst we've
given up here in two years maybe," coach D.J. Smith said.
"You could probably make an argument that the first two periods were
two of our worst this year," said Gudbranson. "But we didn't give up and
that’s a huge lesson to be learned."
Sens seem to have 'an extra chip on their shoulder’ against Leafs
Two of the Senators' four wins this season have come at the hands of
their provincial rivals. With much familiarity of ex-Toronto players playing
for Ottawa, the Leafs can't help but feel that the Sens have 'an extra chip
on their shoulder’ when facing them.
Marner and Matthews have taken their chemistry to a new level.
"Our communication on the ice has been very good this year," Marner
told TSN in a pre-game interview during Monday’s broadcast. "Coming
out of our zone we've been talking a lot and trying to find each other.
When we're coming out of our zone with the puck in our hands we feel
we can get through the neutral zone and that's when we're at our best."
One bright spot amid Monday's collapse was the play of Toronto's top
line. Before the game, Marner noted that he had spent a lot of time
talking shop with Thornton during the veteran's 10-game injury absence.
And the chemistry between Marner, Matthews and Thornton was evident
on Toronto’s first goal.
Marner entered Ottawa's zone while weaving between three Senators
players.
"The patience he has with the puck, it’s something to watch," Thornton
said during an intermission interview. "I knew Auston was going to be
over there eventually. Mitchy just took his time, drew some guys in and
Auston was all alone and Auston's not going to miss those."
What did Matthews see?
"Unbelievable play by Mitchy just to buy some time in middle of the ice
and draw a couple guys in," Matthews said. "Then he just hit Jumbo with
speed on the outside and we even had one of our d-men [Zach
Bogosian] in there too, so I tried to pull out and find a lane so he could
make a pass and he just feathered a beautiful pass to me and all I had to
do is put it in the net."
Matthews leads the NHL with 13 goals and has scored in nine of his past
11 games played.
"When he gets it, it's in the net," Thornton observed. "It’s very, very fast."
What's the biggest challenge for a goalie?
"Biggest challenge? I don’t know," said Ottawa's Matt Murray with a grin.
"He's just such a threat in a lot of ways. Same with Mitch. The two of
them together, and now with Joe on that line too, they're just really
dynamic, really dangerous. Mitch is a really great passer, playmaker.
Obviously, Matthews is a great shooter and a really good playmaker in
his own right too. I don't think I can really answer your question in terms
of what the most dangerous threat is. I think they're just a great tandem
and a great line and great players individually. You got to be on your toes
against them."
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Murray is ready to return from an upper-body injury and will start one of
the next two games against Toronto.

his nose down and goes to work and he's played extremely well with me
and I'm lucky to get a shot with him."

'You got to be on your toes': Sens' Murray preps for Matthews, Leafs

Brannstrom has one assist in three games this season.

After missing two games with an upper-body injury, Matt Murray is ready
to return to Ottawa's lineup and will start one of the next two games
against the Leafs. What's the biggest challenge facing Auston Matthews,
who leads the NHL in goals? "A great shooter and a really good
playmaker in his own right too so I don't think I can really answer your
question," he said. "You got to be on your toes."

Christian Wolanin will be a scratch tonight.

Per Murray's point, Matthews also set up Thornton for a goal in the
second period on Monday.

Acquired in a trade with Carolina on Monday night, forward Alex
Galchenyuk is expected to hit the ice for the first time as a Leaf at
Thursday's optional morning skate. Keefe has reviewed some video of
the 27-year-old forward to get a better sense of his game.

"He brings an unbelievable energy on the ice and off the ice and it's a
special time playing with him," Matthews said of the 41-year-old.
Thomas Chabot was matched against the Matthews line on Monday and
admits the Senators were way too deferential to Toronto's big boys.
"We gave them a lot of room in the neutral zone," Chabot said. “They're a
team that wants to feed off their speed and when you look back at the
plays, they were on top of us. We didn't have much time to break the
puck out, especially for me as a defenceman, they were really on top of
us, two guys at all times. We'll try and cut them off. If we can find a way
to cut their speed off, it will give us more time to break out the puck and
get control of it better."
Tim Stützle played a career high 19 minutes and 41 seconds on Monday,
including the first shift of three-on-three overtime.
"Well, when you're down goals, he's as dangerous as anyone in the
league," Smith explained. "He can skate. He can make plays. But, also,
he's getting way better defensively, especially in the neutral zone, and I
just felt comfortable putting him out there. He looked like he was building
confidence as it went on."
The third-overall pick in October’s draft set up Drake Batherson for
Ottawa's first goal and is feeling more comfortable with each passing
game.
"Yeah, definitely," he said. "I try to learn as much as I can, especially
defensively, I think can be much better ... Last game, especially, we had
some good chances to score. I like playing the last minutes."
Smith, a former assistant coach with the Leafs, had some high praise for
the 19-year-old German during an appearance on TSN 1050's
OverDrive.
"It’s easy when you got a coachable kid," Smith told hosts Bryan Hayes,
Jeff O'Neill and Jamie McLennan. "He reminds me a lot of Mitch Marner
in the way that Mitch was good away from the puck and Timmy,
[Monday] night, was probably one of our best guys in the neutral zone. I
said to someone after the game, 'Timmy Stützle is playing the first shift of
overtime and Mitch Marner, at the same age, was playing for the London
Knights.' So you got to put this all in perspective as to how good I think
this kid can be."
Stützle seeing responsibilities increase with Sens
Seeing his role and ice-time increase on the Senators, Tim Stützle says
that his confidence is raising as things in the NHL become more normal.
Sens head coach D.J. Smith complimented his young star, saying that on
top of his offence, his defensive game has improved significantly.
Defenceman Erik Brannstrom returns to the Senators lineup after missing
the past four games due to injury.
"The league's best team and best offensive players so if you can hold
your own against these guys you're ready to take on the NHL," Smith
said.
The 21-year-old Swede, who stands just 5-foot-9, was reunited with
Gudbranson at Tuesday's practice.
"One of the first times I met him, I was on my skates and he wasn't
wearing his skates so there was a little bit of a size difference there," the
6-foot-5 Gudbranson said with a chuckle, "but for a kid who's that size,
he’s incredibly brave and plays the game hard. He likes puck possession.
He's a smart player and he's been a pleasure to play with it. He just puts

'I'm excited to be back': Brannstrom embracing challenge of facing Leafs
Out since February 8th, Erik Brannstrom will return to the Senators lineup
tonight against the highly-skilled Leafs. The young defenceman isn't
phased about the challenge and says he is excited to be back.

"We'll see what's happening with our own team to determine the type of
opportunity that he'll get, but with his skillset and what he's accomplished
in the league, we see great potential there for him," Keefe said.
Galchenyuk scored 30 goals with the Canadiens in the 2015-16 season,
but has faded badly since and bounced between a number of teams.
"Obviously, he's a guy that's trying to find his way and find his game,"
Keefe said. "We'll just integrate him, and we'll put him in the mix of guys
that are competing for spots every night."
'We see great potential': Leafs want to help Galchenyuk find his game
Before Monday's game against the Senators, the Maple Leafs acquired
forward Alex Galchenyuk from the Hurricanes, less than 48 hours of his
departure from Ottawa. Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe admits that
while he has been trying to focus on Wednesday's contest, he couldn't
deny Galchenyuk's past accomplishments in the league, and expects him
to fight for a spot on the roster.
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Zub off to strong start for Senators

By Travis Yost

Ottawa Senators head coach D.J. Smith remarked on Wednesday that
he thought defenceman Mike Reilly had been his best blueliner over the
past few weeks, excluding the heavily deployed Thomas Chabot and
Nikita Zaitsev pairing.
Reilly has been playing much better of late, and it’s also true that the
Chabot-Zaitsev pairing tends to take on the lion’s share of minutes for an
Ottawa team still trying to fight its way to some degree of
competitiveness and respectability.
But if you asked me who Ottawa’s best defender had been over the
course of this season, the answer so far might be 25-year-old Russian
rookie Artem Zub.
Zub signed a one-year, entry-level contract with the Senators last May,
and has been one of the bigger surprises in hockey. The 6-foot-2, 200pound defenceman has had a considerable impact at both ends of the
ice. He’s shown himself to be a very capable puck-mover (something
sorely missing on Ottawa’s battered blueline) as expected, but he’s also
illustrated an ability to defend at the highest professional level.
Perhaps Zub’s impressive two-way game is a result of his late arrival to
the NHL. Zub played for years with SKA Saint Petersburg in the KHL,
which means plenty of experience against real talent.
For example, his first season with SKA Saint Petersburg (2016-17) saw
him playing with the likes of Ilya Kovalchuk, Evgenii Dadonov, Vadim
Shipachyov, Nikita Gusev and Pavel Datsyuk – to just name a few.
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At any rate, Zub has the look of a top-four defender. If you compare
Ottawa’s net results with each of their defenders on the ice this season,
there really isn’t a competition. The Senators are substantially better with
Zub on the ice relative to any other option at even strength:

“That's really what we're looking for here tonight, is to just refocus. We
need to be more like the team that started that game and more like the
team that we've been for the majority of the season that has us in first
place in our division.”

Zub is the only player who is above water in net-goal differential this
season, with the Senators outscoring opponents six to four (+2) in eight
games with the Russian defender on the ice. Some of that goal
differential is being driven by the fact that Zub came into the lineup after
an early goaltending disaster in Ottawa – his 90.3 on-ice save
percentage, which is still below league average, looks otherwise
Herculean on this team.

Toronto looked to be in total control over the last-place Senators in
Monday’s game, leading them 5-1 with time winding down in the second
period. That’s when a turnover by John Tavares on the power play turned
into a shorthanded goal for Nick Paul, and Ottawa closed the gap to 5-2
with nine seconds remaining in the frame.

But put away the goals for a minute. The Senators are +36 in shot
differential with Zub on the ice, whereas the rest of the Ottawa lineup is 32 in their respective minutes. And the Senators are +11 in scoring
chances with Zub on the ice, compared to -33 with him off.
Ultimately, this is why the shot profiles with Zub on the ice – his partner
being veteran defender Mike Reilly and his common linemates including
Dadonov, Colin White, and Nick Paul – are relatively strong on both ends
of the ice.
It’s particularly been true on the defensive side. Compare Ottawa’s shot
profile at the team level against their shot profile with Zub on the ice.
It’s night and day, again:
The point Smith made about the Chabot and Zaitsev pairing is an
important one. Ottawa is still a bad team, and that means its top pairing
is frequently exposed to the most talented opposition attacking units in
the North Division, which can have a stifling impact on performance. Zub,
tied to Rielly and away from top-pairing minutes, is going to have an
easier run of competition.
But even that gap isn’t a significant one. If you looked at Zub’s most
common forward opponent by team this year, it’s Edmonton’s Leon
Draisaitl (the reigning Hart Memorial Trophy winner), Montreal’s Josh
Anderson, Toronto’s Auston Matthews, and Winnipeg’s Paul Stastny.
That’s indicative of a trust and belief from the coaching staff that the
pairing can handle minutes against top-six forwards with a degree of
regularity, and so far, so good.
Eight games remain just eight games, but I’m not sure Zub’s career could
be off to a better start. It’s easy to look relatively good as a defenceman
in Ottawa, which has struggled mightily with roster composition on the
back end.
But Zub looks good even by league average standards over this span,
and there is no reason to believe he will leave the Senators lineup
anytime soon.
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It wound up being the first of five unanswered goals Ottawa would score,
a crescendo that Toronto looked wholly incapable of slowing down while
letting a point slip away.
The Leafs gave up two goals on breakaways – one to Ottawa
defenceman Artem Zub coming out of the penalty box 41 seconds into
the third and one to Evgenii Dadonov for his overtime winner - and they
were credited with 18 giveaways in the game to the Senators’ six.
That level of sloppiness didn’t sit well with Toronto when players and
coaches convened on Tuesday to dissect the defeat on video.
“The amount of turnovers we had were unacceptable,” said Mitch
Marner. “We gave them life. We talked about that, and we know what we
need to do to be better. We have to control the puck more, keep it in our
hands more. There's got to be more situational awareness."
“We've been slipping a little bit and I think it just caught up with us,”
added Keefe. “It was situational awareness-type stuff, and we've just got
to be more responsible and recognize what's happening in the game and
manage it better.”
That will need to be the case if Toronto expects to rebound. This is the
first two-game losing streak the Leafs have been on all season, and
they’ll have to contend with Ottawa twice more over the next two nights.
While the Senators are sitting 31st overall in the league, they are the only
team to boast a winning record against Toronto, having beaten them
once already in come-from-behind fashion on Jan. 15 and accounting for
two of the five losses the Leafs have suffered this season.
“I don't think it was a lack of respect or anything like that [shown on
Monday],” said Zach Hyman. “I think if it's 5-1 in that situation against any
team, doesn't matter where they are in the standings, that game should
be over and done with. We made mental lapses in the game and even
before it was 5-1, we didn't play our best, and we gave them
opportunities to crawl back.”
'Definitely a step back': Leafs blame careless play for collapse
After blowing a 5-1 lead at home against the last-place team in the
league, Sheldon Keefe was blunt in his assessment. "Whether we won
the game today or not, I said after the second period it was as bad as I've
felt about a 5-2 lead," the Leafs coach said. "We were just really careless
and sloppy with the puck." Added Auston Matthews, "We definitely blew
this one, for sure."
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Hyman’s line with John Tavares and William Nylander bore the brunt of
the criticism for not just Toronto’s inability to halt the Senators’ comeback
but for failing to contribute anything offensively during the Leafs’ free fall.

Leafs try to refocus ahead of rematch with Senators

The only production from that trio all game was an assist by Tavares on
Auston Matthews’ power-play goal, and they finished minus-1 as a group.

By Kristen Shilton

Generating offence at even strength has been a season-long problem for
Tavares and Nylander (they have four goals there combined on the year)
and Tavares has one lone five-on-five marker through 16 outings has
continued to raise eyebrows.

TORONTO — Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe went searching
for positives Wednesday morning, trying to find the good in his team’s
most abysmal loss of the season.
Ahead of a rematch with Ottawa after Monday’s shocking 6-5 overtime
loss, Keefe said his players need to focus on the kind of play that has the
team sitting atop the North Division standings, not a blown four-goal lead
to the Senators.
“The reality is the same team that gave up the lead [on Monday] is the
same team that built the lead,” Keefe told reporters on a Zoom call
Wednesday after the Leafs’ morning skate.

“You can tell he's fighting it a little bit right now,” acknowledged Keefe.
“But I focus on a lot of the positive things that have come out of this
game to me. We've asked all of our players to be more responsible and
aware defensively, and he's been terrific in that regard. And I think while
production offensively is down a little bit here, also goals against while
he's on the ice has been down. When you give up less defensively, you
don't actually have to score as much offensively. We've seen some of
that throughout our team as we're trying to find that balance.”
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Keefe opted to keep the Leafs fresh for their back-to-back by not doing
any on-ice sessions Tuesday, and he won’t be making any changes from
Monday’s lineup for Wednesday’s rematch.
According to Hyman, Toronto has been leaning on the veteran presence
of Joe Thornton and Zach Bogosian and the like to move past their
frustration, and embrace the opportunity for redemption.
“[Those guys are] invaluable; they bring a ton of experience,” Hyman
said. “They each have a unique energy that they bring to the rink and
especially after a game like that, you need that [positivity]. You address
the issues so there's no elephant in the room. You hit it head on and then
have a positive mentality that you can get ready to play. Those guys
have all been in situations like this before, [they’ve] played in games like
that and you’re able to reset and to get back on the right track and those
guys bring that mentality.”
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USA TODAY / As NHL deals with COVID-19 issues, is on-ice
transmission among players to blame?

Chris Bumbaca
USA TODAY

The signs that COVID-19 would wreak havoc on the 2021 NHL season
were there before the first puck even dropped.
Five days prior to opening night on Jan. 13, the league announced the
defending Western Conference champion Dallas Stars would not open
the season as scheduled because 17 players had contracted COVID-19
during training camp.
Since then, seven more teams have been sidelined because of COVID19. The toll so far has been 35 games postponed and at least 124
players landing on the NHL's COVID-19 list. Players are put on the list for
several reasons, from testing positive for COVD-19 to high-risk close
contact to quarantining following a trade.
Meanwhile, the NBA — which started three weeks before the NHL — has
postponed 29 games on account of the coronavirus. The NFL just
completed 100% of its 16-game season and playoffs, albeit with 18
make-up games. MLB, the first North American pro sports league to not
play in a bubble last year, postponed more than 40 games before
completing its shortened season, though two teams did not play all 60
games scheduled.
What may make the NHL unique is the possibility that the coronavirus is
being transmitted during play. In other leagues, including major college
football, there has been no documented evidence that players or officials
are contracting COVID-19 as a result of competing.
But the NHL is now acknowledging that COVID-19 may be spreading
around the league as a result of on-ice contact and because the more
contagious strains have infiltrated the league.
"We continue to evaluate the issue, and have introduced new
technological and scientific interventions to assist us," NHL deputy
commissioner Bill Daly said in a statement to USA TODAY Sports. "At
this point, we don’t feel we have sufficient information to draw a definitive
conclusion."
Players and coaches are sounding more and more certain that they are
contracting COVID-19 from each other on the ice, but experts are not as
sure.
Mark Poloncarz, the Erie County (New York) executive, said he believes
the two-game series between the New Jersey Devils and Buffalo Sabres
at the end of January was a super-spreader event. In total, 24 players
from the games went on the COVID-19 list, two officials tested positive

for COVID-19 and Sabres coach Ralph Krueger had "moderately severe"
symptoms.
Minnesota Wild forward Marcus Foligno is convinced his positive test
from Jan. 30 was the result of playing the Los Angeles Kings on Jan. 26
and 28.
And Detroit Red Wings coach Jeff Bashill said he thinks the five cases on
his team were the result of playing the Carolina Hurricanes on Jan. 14
and 16.
"I think we have a couple of anecdotal cases that might suggest that it
was (on-ice transmission), and obviously that concerns us," Daly told
ESPN on Tuesday. "That's why we're doing the genomic sequencing
testing to see if we can get a better handle on that issue. Whether there
was in-game transmission between teams, whether there were any
unique circumstances associated with that, including the fact that it might
be a different strain than we typically been dealing with and facing in the
past; which, you know, there's some anecdotal evidence that that may be
the case as well."
The NHL’s struggles to contain spread of the coronavirus prompted the
league last week to issue heightened protocols for the second time this
year. That included daily rapid-result testing and barring access to
arenas earlier than 1 hour, 45 minutes before game time.
Also, in a nod to potential on-ice transmission, the league mandated the
removal of plexiglass around the team benches and the penalty box to
improve airflow.
Jose-Luis Jimenez, a professor of chemistry at the University of Colorado
who specializes in aerosol research, said the lack of air circulation can
allow the coronavirus to remain in the air longer.
“I was wondering what was happening in these hockey matches because
they tend to have those barriers (boards and plexiglass) and those
barriers could basically be accumulating that air,” Jimenez said. “They
either don’t have good ventilation or they’re not wearing good masks that
are well-fit. Then, they could give it to each other within the team.”
However, Dr. Benjamin P. Linas, associate professor of medicine at the
Boston University School of Medicine and an infectious disease
physician at Boston Medical Center, argued that airborne transmission is
not the major source of NHL outbreaks.
"It’s like the butterfly effect,” Linas said. “The virus lands in some place
and sometimes it just takes off and sometimes it doesn’t and some of
that is pure damn luck. If you happen to walk by at the wrong time, et
cetera, and it could be happening in the NHL, but that’s a lot of teams to
just be bad luck."
While Linas stressed that the coronavirus spread in the NHL may be
attributed to several factors, he did acknowledge hockey could be at a
disadvantage because it is played indoors on ice and in low humidity,
conditions that allow viruses to thrive and live longer.
In football, linemen huff and puff in each other’s faces before players pile
up at the end of nearly every play – but it’s outdoors. Basketball players
are in proximity with the opposition for the duration of the game, like
hockey, though they play on a warmer surface.
Little research is available on team-to-team spread, Jimenez said, but he
and his colleagues have been arguing that airborne transmission is
nearly as prevalent as person-to-person.
The CDC published a case study in October detailing an outbreak from a
recreational hockey game in Florida in June in which 13 of the 21 players
tested positive. According to the study, “the high proportion of infections
that occurred in this outbreak provides evidence for SARS-CoV-2
transmission during an indoor sporting activity where intense physical
activity is occurring.”
“With leagues that big and many players, it’s just inevitable that
somebody is going to come into the system infected,” Ryan Demmer, an
associate professor at the University of Minnesota School of Public
Health, told USA TODAY Sports. “So the only way to stop is to do a lot of
testing and catch people in their pre-symptomatic phase, or really isolate
very tightly – bubble the whole group so that the infection never gets in or
it’s extremely rare, at least.”
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The NHL completed last season playing in a bubble, but neither the
players nor the league saw it as a viable option for the 2021 season.
Of course, the NHL wouldn’t have to worry about possible team-to-team
airborne transmission if every player skating was negative. Foligno took a
PCR test Jan. 30, didn't feel like himself while playing against the
Colorado Avalanche that night, and received the news of his positive test
the next morning. Vegas Golden Knights forward Tomas Nosek played
two periods and 13 shifts against the Anaheim Ducks last week before
the result of his positive test came in.
Demmer said the daily POC tests (rapid antigen) are meant to be another
backstop for extended PCR test (more reliable) turnaround times, since
spread among the general population usually derives from a person who
is roughly two days away from developing his or her symptoms.
Ventilation could also be a factor in spread, he added, based on
evidence of airborne pollution leading to bad health outcomes.
“So if you extend that to hockey and viral transmission, it just suggests
that if an infected person is out there breathing heavily for a whole game,
the air could be stagnant and it’s just could be sitting there for a while,
creating more opportunities for someone to skate into it and inhale it,” he
said.
Theoretically, Linas said, this type of spread is possible. But he also
questioned the players’ behavior during non-game situations, and
whether they were taking proper precautions in their day-to-day lives.
“What portion of their lives are spent in a game condition?” Linas asked.
“We focus on the games, but it’s probably only five percent of their life, if
that. It’s probably more likely going on at practice, in the locker room."

USA TODAY LOADED: 02.18.2021

