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How one Canes center found his comfort zone a year after being traded by the Panthers  

By Chip Alexander  

Vincent Trocheck freely says he hasn’t made many friends in 
the NHL among those who go up against him on the ice. 

Trocheck has played 440 games in the league, so that’s a lot 
of upset people. 

But that’s the way the Carolina Hurricanes center is when he 
goes over the boards. He’s combative, he’s tough. He’s 
crafty and also skillful. Annoying? He’s that, too. 

“He’s a smart hockey player and he can make plays but I 
always thought the intangible was that he was a very 
competitive player,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a 
media call this week. 

It shows. In the Canes 10-3-1 start this season, Trocheck 
has seven goals -- three on the power play -- and seven 
assists. He has twice had game-deciding goals in shootouts, 
been used in penalty killing and is reliable in the faceoff 
circle, winning 57.7% of his draws. 

In the Canes’ 4-3 overtime loss Wednesday to the Florida 
Panthers, it was Trocheck’s redirection of an Andrei 
Svechnikov pass in the third period and power-play goal that 
tied the score 3-3. It extended his point streak to five games 
and, in the end, earned Carolina a point. 

It was Trocheck at his best, getting to the net, setting up near 
the post. Keeping his stick on the ice, he let the curve of the 
blade ricochet the puck up and into the top of the net, leaving 
goalie Chris Driedger with a “did-that-just-happen” look. 

That it came against the Panthers had to be satisfying, and 
Trocheck could have had more than one goal in the game. 
Hours before the game, after the morning skate at PNC 
Arena, Trocheck had low-keyed facing his former team for 
the first time, saying it would be weird but adding, “Once you 
get on the ice it’s just hockey.” 

That’s what he said. He played like it was more than just 
hockey, staying on the move in his 20 minutes of playing 
time, the most of any Canes forward. 

Trocheck, 27, was once well-grounded with the Panthers, 
who drafted him in the third round in 2011 and helped him 
develop into an effective, highly dependable NHL player. In 
2017-18, he scored 31 goals and had 75 points, both career 
highs, with the promise of similar years to come.  

A Pittsburgh native, he had found a home in South Florida, 
playing in the arena next to the Everglades. It’s a 
comfortable setting and Trocheck was comfortable with all of 
it. 

Injuries were setbacks 

Then, in November 2018, Trocheck was hit along the end 
boards by Ryan Dzingel of the Ottawa Senators. Carried off 
the ice on a stretcher, he was found to have fractured an 
ankle. That hampered his mobility in 2018-19, and he was hit 
with a shot in a game in October 2019, calling it another 
setback. 

And then he was traded. On Feb. 24, 2020, the NHL trade 
deadline, Trocheck was sent to the Canes for centers Erik 
Haula and Lucas Wallmark, forward Eetu Luostarinen and 
defensive prospect Chase Priskie. That was a jolt. 

“It was my first time being traded and I had spent my whole 
time in Florida and saying bye to those guys is tough,” he 
said after the trade.  

It was a slow go for Trocheck with the Canes before the NHL 
suspended the 2019-20 season in March because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Nor was he that productive in the 
2020 postseason.  

But the time off after the postseason refreshed him. He 
returned for training camp feeling frisky and with a positive 
attitude. He’s often seen with a smile on his face on the ice. 

Canes fans are beginning to learn more about him: how his 
father was a musician who played alto saxophone and also 
had a grand piano in the Trocheck house, teaching his son to 
play. “He was pretty talented,” he said.  

Trocheck began playing hockey when he was 3 and grew up 
a Penguins fan. He competed for the U.S. in the World 
Junior Championship, winning a gold medal in 2013, and the 
2014 World Championship. He has been an NHL All-Star in 
2017 and has reclaimed his old form this season. 

“It’s being 100 percent healthy for the first time in a couple of 
years,” Trocheck said. “Then being comfortable in this 
organization.” 

Trocheck has centered a line with Nino Niederreiter and the 
speedy Martin Necas. Proficient in shootouts, Trocheck has 
had game-deciding shootout goals twice against the Dallas 
Stars. 

“I think he’s comfortable now in this uniform and this 
organization and his role,” Brind’Amour said. “It just took a 
little while.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Chicago Blackhawks 

When: Friday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV: FSCR
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Preview: Blackhawks vs. Hurricanes 

Canes have earned points in four straight games 

By Michael Smith 

Having recorded points in four straight games, the Carolina 
Hurricanes now look to get back in the win column when they 
host the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday night. 

The Match-Up 

Chicago Blackhawks (9-5-4, 22 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (10-3-1, 21 points) 

Friday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Numbers to Know 

9-2-1: The Canes' record in their last 12 games against 
Chicago. 

15: Jordan Staal leads the team in scoring with 15 points (7g, 
8a), all recorded in the 11 games since returning from the 
COVID-19 Protocol list. Staal is riding a four-game point 
streak, during which he's tallied five goals and added an 
assist. His 15 points are the most through his first 12 games 
of any season in his career. 

54.4%: The Canes rank tied for second in the NHL in faceoff 
win percentage, behind only Boston (58%). The Canes won 

60% of their faceoffs against Florida on Wednesday, and 
they have been 52% or better in the dot in nine of their last 
10 games. 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 4-1-0, 8 points 
On the road: 4-3-3, 11 points 
CAR vs. CHI: 1-1-0 
Leading scorer: Patrick Kane, 23 points (7g, 16a) in 18 
games 

The Blackhawks are riding a three-game winning streak and 
have won six of their last seven games. Kevin Lankinen 
posted his first career NHL shutout on Wednesday with 29 
saves in Detroit. 

The Last Meeting 

The Canes and Blackhawks split the last two-game set in 
Chicago. The Canes scored a 4-3 shootout win in the first 
meeting, which extended the team's winning streak to five 
games, before the Blackhakws answered back with a 6-4 win 
in the rematch. In that second game, Chicago netted three 
power-play goals in the first period alone, and that was the 
simple difference. 

"We gave away the game in the first period. When you can't 
kill penalties, you're not going to win," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "To me, it was special teams that lost it for 
us tonight."
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Kane and the Blackhawks visit the Hurricanes 

Chicago Blackhawks (9-5-4, second in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (10-3-1, fourth in the Central 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Patrick Kane leads Chicago into a matchup 
against Carolina. He ranks fourth in the league with 23 
points, scoring seven goals and recording 16 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 10-3-1 against Central Division 
opponents. Carolina is the top team in the Nhl with 6.4 
assists per game, led by Jordan Staal averaging 0.7. 

The Blackhawks are 9-5-4 against the rest of their division. 
Chicago is 19th in the Nhl with 30.3 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.9 goals. 

In their last meeting on Feb. 4, Chicago won 6-4. Alex 
DeBrincat scored a team-high two goals for the Blackhawks 
in the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with nine assists and has 14 points this season. Staal has 
seven goals and seven assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Kane has 23 total points while scoring seven goals and 
totaling 16 assists for the Blackhawks. DeBrincat has 11 
points over the last 10 games for Chicago. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging four goals, 
7.3 assists, four penalties and 8.3 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.3 goals per game with an .888 save percentage. 

Blackhawks: 7-2-1, averaging three goals, five assists, 2.7 
penalties and six penalty minutes while allowing 2.2 goals 
per game with a .934 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Petr Mrazek: out (thumb). 

Blackhawks: None listed.

 

 

Jordan Staal’s two-way play fuels Canes’ hot start 

The Carolina Hurricanes are one of the league’s top teams a 
quarter of the way through the season, and a lot of thanks for 
that can be directed to the offensive emergence of the 
captain, Jordan Staal. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are a quarter of the way through the 
season, and it’s evident that Jordan Staal is the current 
frontrunner for team MVP and the accolades may not even 
stop there.  

Not only is he retaining his dominance in both the faceoff dot 
and within his own zone of play, but now he’s surging as an 
offensive threat, leading the entire Hurricanes’ roster in goals 
(7) and points (15).  

While some fans may see this offensive dynamo as a new 
side of him, Rod Brind’Amour doesn’t think this level of play 
is the work of a “new” Jordan Staal. 

“I’ve always seen him play well,” Brind’Amour said following 
a 4-3 win in Chicago where Staal had extended a point 
streak to six in four games. “I think everybody gets kind of 
caught up in points to have to play well. That’s not really how 
I judge it. He always plays well. It’s nice to see him get on 

the scoresheet, but if you really watch his game, he’s had 
those chances and he sets up people all the time. The last 
little while, for whatever reasons, things have been going in 
for him and getting points.” 

In terms of things just going in for him, Brind’Amour is on the 
money with that one. Staal is currently batting an absolutely 
ridiculous shooting percentage of 38.9% with seven goals 
scored. 

For reference on how absurd that is, if he maintained this 
pace, he would have one of the greatest single season 
shooting percentages in NHL history — with minor caveats to 
exclude the likes of one-shot wonders and other outliers. 

What’s even more ridiculous is that Staal is 14 seasons 
removed from his career best percentage (22.1%), which 
came during his 29-goal rookie campaign that saw him finish 
as a Calder finalist, and the fact that his shooting percentage 
just last season was 6.4%. 

But in terms of Staal generating chances consistently 
through his career, well that idea seems to hold water too. 

His isolated impacts paint a picture of a player who 
generates a lot of offensive momentum. The heat maps from 
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HockeyViz.com show a lot of generation in close that Staal is 
able to create. 

But the disconnect has always been in his finishing. 
According to MoneyPuck.com, over the last three seasons 
alone, Staal has a Goals Above Expected value around -15.  

This means that Staal was taking shots that should have 
resulted in an amount of goals accumulating in a 15-point 
differential between what was expected and what he actually 
scored. 

It was no secret that Staal’s offensive game never seemed 
like a glowing part of the Carolina teams of years past.  

From being forced to be a first-line center when the team 
desperately was searching for one, to moving all up and 
down the lineup with a myriad of linemates, Staal never had 
been able to make as much of an impact offensively with the 
Canes as it seemed he could have. 

He hit 20 goals once with the Canes and 40+ points four 
times, only when averaging over 19 minutes a game and 
being taped together with the blossoming stars of Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 

Those aren’t top-line numbers, but are perfect complimentary 
numbers for a third-line center, which is a luxury Staal has 
now finally been afforded.  

With the emergence of Aho and the arrival of Vincent 
Trocheck, any worry of offensive pressure had been taken 
off of Staal’s shoulders and, you know, maybe that’s why 
he’s finding more success. 

Because to be fair, his most offensively successful seasons 
came when he was a third-line center behind the likes of 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin.  

“There’s definitely puck luck,” Staal said recently after 
another multi-point outing. “That’s what you need if you’re 
gonna put it in the net, so we’ve been fortunate there. We’ve 
gotten some bounces, and it’s been good to get them early 
and get going right away to start the season. I felt good 
coming into the season, I felt strong.” 

And strong might be an understatement.  

Because while the offense is kicking into high gear, the high 
level of defensive play and faceoff success that Jordan Staal 
was known for is still as good, if not even better, currently. 

This chart from waveintel.org, shows a lot of Staal’s 
underlying numbers in multiple situations and on both ends 
of the ice. The stats on the right are from last season and the 
ones on the left are this season’s.  

The bigger the bars, the better the stat in relation to the 
league. So, it’s safe to say he’s been pretty good. 

One of the key areas where Staal has really continued to set 
himself apart from some of his peers, is in the faceoff circle.  

Staal is currently ranked third in the NHL in faceoff 
percentage at 61.7%. Though that rate may not hold till the 
end of the season, if it did, it would be Staal’s most dominant 
season at the dots — over 2% better than his previous best. 

Overall, Staal’s faceoff numbers had followed a steady 
developmental curve as he got more experience in the 
league, but once he got to Carolina, his numbers exploded.  

After his first season with the Canes, where he ranked 54th 
overall in faceoff percentage with a 50.1% success rate, 
Staal has been in the top-15 among the league six of his 
eight years, with over a 55% success rate each of those 
seasons. 

If his position at third overall holds for the season, it will be 
his third time in the top five and fourth in the top 10 overall. 

Outside of just experience and development though, there is 
a potential major reason why Staal saw such a dramatic 
improvement, because on the team, there just so happened 
to be a former player who was once one of the best faceoff 
guys in the league. 

Brind’Amour ranks fourth all-time in career faceoff win 
percentage (58.74%) — with nearly twice as many draws 
taken as any player above or even close below him. 

“That’s something that when I was not the head coach I 
obviously focused on a lot,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s important. 
I’m still involved in that, for sure. It’s something that I 
obviously have a pretty good knack for, so it makes sense for 
me to stay involved. So, that’s why I still stay involved in 
that.” 

It’s safe to say that being coached by one of the game’s best 
faceoff guys may help lead you to becoming one of the 
league’s best faceoff guys. 

This year the Hurricanes have only lost the faceoff battle four 
times, and two of those times were when Staal was out. In 
fact, the Hurricanes’ worst games in the circle this season 
came while Staal was on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

And a good reason for that drop off is due to Staal’s role on 
the team. 

Staal has long been one of the NHL’s best defensive 
forwards even since when he entered the league. A model 
for two-way play as a forward, Staal has collected Selke 
votes in all but two seasons in his career and was a finalist 
for the award in 2009-10.  

Staal meshes a high defensive awareness with a large, 
strong frame that makes him hard to beat along the boards 
or muscle off in close. Good stickwork also allows him to 
strip opponents of the puck and spring movements out of the 
zone.  

In Carolina, he’s had the most defensive zone starts for the 
team in that span, and averages well over half his starts in 
the defensive zone, showcasing his usage as the team’s go-
to shutdown centerman. 

If we look back only a year, during the 2019-20 season, Staal 
spent the highest percentage of his ice-time against what 
was deemed by puckiq.com as elite competition.  

His percentage of ice time against elite competition (46.6%) 
was higher than any other player’s percentage and he also 
had the 13th highest Corsi For Percentage (55.4%) among 
those who faced elite competition.  
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One of the most recent examples of Staal’s ability to 
neutralize top threats came in the Qualifier round last season 
against the Rangers, where it was primarily Staal’s lines that 
absolutely shutdown Artemi Panarin and Mika Zibanejad, 
making them complete non-factors.  

Staal is also currently averaging his most shorthanded time 
on ice per game this season. It comes partly due to 
Carolina’s early penalty troubles, but also goes to show the 
trust the coaching staff has in him to be out there 
consistently. 

On top of his defensive awareness and abilities, his strength 
on the faceoff also highlights this high utilization. Puck 
possession starts with winning draws and the more time you 
can control, the more clock you can kill.  

If Staal continues to maintain his offensive stride, there is no 
doubt that he could be a Selke candidate. It’s an award for a 
two-way player after all, and Staal is finally reemerging as a 

player who makes steady contributions on both sides of the 
ice. 

There may not be a lot of rumbling nationally for Staal’s bid, 
but his coach certainly thinks there should be. 

“He definitely needs to be in that conversation,” Brind’Amour 
had said when asked about the award. 

And maybe it’s because the two-time Selke winner sees a lot 
of himself in his captain. Certainly similar games, similar 
roles and similar mindsets.  

And that’s probably also why Brind’Amour will always go to 
bat for Staal. Because he knows how important he is to the 
team, on and off the ice. He knows, because he was in that 
same spot nearly two decades earlier.  

Staal was never the answer for the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
struggles, but now with proper utilization and a reemergence 
of his offense, he is poised to be a key part in another 
potential run for the Cup.

 

Brett Pesce Once Again Proving How Valuable He is to the Hurricanes 

Coming off of a serious shoulder surgery, Brett Pesce has 
quickly risen back to the very top of the Hurricanes’ 
defensive ranks. 

By Brett Finger  

The “defenseman for a forward” trade rumor has become a 
Carolina Hurricanes tradition unlike any other, and after the 
trade of Justin Faulk ahead of the 2019-20 season, someone 
had to take up his role as the primary “trade bait.” 

Enter Brett Pesce. 

Over the last couple of years, it’s been Pesce’s name that 
has been brought up in these trade speculations. Some of 
them have been laughable, like the Kasperi Kapanen saga, 
but others have been more feasible, like William Nylander or 
Nikolaj Ehlers and Patrik Laine in Winnipeg. 

While many things have changed and many players have 
been dealt across the league, there is one thing that hasn’t 
changed - Brett Pesce is a Carolina Hurricane, and thank 
goodness he is. 

This season, he has been the team’s best defenseman, and 
it hasn’t been particularly close. He has been literally 
everything that the Canes have needed en route to their 10-
3-1 start. Jaccob Slavin missed time due to COVID, Dougie 
Hamilton hasn’t quite gotten up to speed, and you don’t 
expect elite play from anyone else on the team’s defensive 
depth chart. 

To go a step further, you can make a real case for him being 
one of the best defensemen in hockey, thanks to his steady 
contributions both offensively and defensively. Over his last 
nine games, he has recorded eight points while constantly 
facing other teams’ top players and averaging north of 23 
minutes of ice time per game.  

At 5-on-5, Pesce has the best on-ice expected goals-for per 
60 (2.84) among Carolina d-men while trailing only Slavin 
and Jake Gardiner in expected goals-against per 60 (2.06). 

There’s an added difficulty factor there, too, when you 
consider how he has been swapped around with different 
defensive partners throughout the early stages of the 
season. He has played 120:54 with Brady Skjei, 75:46 with 
Gardiner, and 48:22 with Slavin. He is constantly being 
moved around because the reality is that he makes everyone 
he plays with better.  

Hurricanes D-men 5v5 xGF% with and without Pesce 

Player xGF% w/ Pesce xGF% w/o Pesce 

Brady Skjei 54.29 50.96 

Jake Gardiner 60.98 52.47 

Jaccob Slavin 67.41 54.34 

Stats from NaturalStatTrick.com  

In every sense, he is the glue of Carolina’s defense. He is 
what connects everything together in a way that allows this 
team to be successful. Without him, the transition from the 
top pairing to the rest of the d-corps becomes extremely 
turbulent. 

We’ve all been spoiled by how good the top half of the 
Canes’ blue line is, and that is especially the case for Pesce 
as he has been often forgotten about due to the national 
attention that Slavin and Hamilton rightfully receive. 

It’s important to remember the journey that Pesce has gone 
on to get to this point. 

On February 22 of last year, Pesce suffered another 
shoulder injury that required surgery. There was legitimate 
concern surrounding that situation as it wasn’t the first time 
that he had to go under the knife to aid an issue that had 
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plagued him for years. Thankfully, this most recent repair 
might have finally been the one that can carry him through 
the longer term. 

“Yeah, you know what, I actually think I feel more confident 
than ever with my shoulder,” Pesce said last week. “It was a 
little bit unstable there for a few years. I put all my trust in the 
doctor who opened me up. It just feels sturdy. I feel good out 
there.” 

Even in the midst of a down season by his standards in 
2019-20 (possibly due in large part to his nagging shoulder 
problems), the Canes dearly missed him in their playoff run 
that ended unceremoniously in a five-game series with the 
Boston Bruins. That was another reminder of how critical he 
is to this team’s hopes of being a Stanley Cup contender, 
and that point has been hammered home over the first few 
weeks of the 2021 season. 

His numbers are outstanding this season, and his heat maps 
and charts back up what has been clear on the ice - he is 
limiting high-danger chances around the Carolina net and 
serving as a real offensive weapon both in transition and with 
his mobility and willingness to jump into the play in the 
offensive zone. 

“I’m just doing what I can to kind of get pucks through as 
best I can,” said Pesce. “In this league, the amount of times 

a guy is going to score a pretty goal, it’s so rare. It happens 
in the dirty areas. If you can get the puck to the net and 
create a rebound, good things tend to happen.” 

He’s done a noticeably better job of getting pucks through to 
the net, and several of his assists to this point have been 
thanks to him navigating pucks to the right place in the 
offensive zone. 

All the while, he is still an absolute tank in the defensive 
zone, routinely making key plays that are both noticeable 
and easily missed. He is the total package as a player and is 
perhaps as close as you’re going to get to a prototype 
modern-day defender. 

So, to go back to the initial point, the Hurricanes have never 
waivered on their belief in him, and they have been very right 
in doing so. While insiders and fans alike have thrown his 
name around like some sort of “trade bait,” the Canes know 
who they have and the cap-related value at which they have 
him. 

Whether people outside of Raleigh realize it or not, Brett 
Pesce is as instrumental to this team’s success as anyone. 
He is the quiet x-factor whose value to the Hurricanes 
supersedes almost any value that they could get for him in 
return.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Chicago Blackhawks Game 1: Preview and Storm Advisory 

After a tough loss on Wednesday, the Hurricanes look to 
rebound against Chicago 

By Cody Hagan  

Chicago Blackhawks (9-5-4) at Carolina Hurricanes (10-3-1) 

2021 Regular Season Game 15 
Friday, February 19, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena - Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Second City Hockey 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

After blowing a 2-0 lead on Wednesday against the Florida 
Panthers, the Carolina Hurricanes will look to right the ship 
tonight against the Chicago Blackhawks. The last time these 
two teams played the Blackhawks ended the Canes’ five-
game winning streak with a 6-4 victory on Feb. 4th.  

The Canes currently sit one point behind Chicago in the 
Central Division, and the Hawks are tied for the division lead 
with the Panthers. While this seems like a vital game, the 
Canes have four games in hand on the Blackhawks and the 
Blue Jackets who are the next closest team to them in the 
standings.  

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

Record 10-3-1 9-5-4 

Goals/Game 3.57 2.89 

Goals Against/Game 2.86 2.72 

Shots/Game 31.86 30.33 

Face Off Win % 54.4% 47.2% 

Power Play % (Rank) 28.3% (7th) 32.7% (2nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 80.4% (15th) 82.1% (11th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.48% 46.09% 

ES PDO 101.01 99.09 

PIM/Game 08:00 07:00 
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Goaltender #1 

James Reimer Kevin Lankinen 

7-1-0 7-2-3 

.895 .931 

3.10 2.29 

Goaltender 1  

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Malcolm Subban 

Record 1-1-1 2-1-1 

Save % 0.886 .917 

GAA 3.23 2.65 

Goaltender 2  

Game Notes 

 So far this season the Hurricanes have not lost two 
games in a row and they will look to keep that 
streak alive tonight.  

 Wednesday’s game against the Panthers was the 
first time the Canes have lost a game in overtime 
this year and first regular season overtime loss 
since Feb. 29, 2020. The Canes had won their 
previous five regular-season games that went to the 
extra frame. 

 Tonight’s game will be the first of two times the 
Hurricanes will wear their Reverse Retro Whalers 
jersey this season.  

 Jordan Staal continues his offensive tear, leading 
the Hurricanes with seven goals and 15 points and 
having scored in four straight games. How long can 
Staal continue this pace? That’s going to be 
interesting to watch.  

 For Chicago, Patrick Kane leads the Blackhawks 
with 23 points and is one of only four players on the 
team to be on the good side of zero in plus/minus.  

 Chicago’s power play is very dangerous, ranking 
second in the NHL and converting 32.7% of the 
time. The Hurricanes’ penalty kill ranks 15th at 
80.4%. For a team that prides itself on defense, the 
penalty kill needs to be better than just average so 
this will be a match-up to pay attention to.  

 Both Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trochek sit two 
points shy of 300 career points in the NHL. 

 The Hurricanes and Blackhawks are meeting for the 
82nd time in their histories, with Carolina holding a 
37-34-7-3 overall record.
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'An everyone sport:' Junior Canes player earns scholarship from Black Girls Hockey Club 

By Bridget Condon 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- As hockey continues to grow in 
the Triangle, players, coaches and fans are making it known 
that the sport is for everyone. 

One Junior Canes player is proving that firsthand after 
earning a scholarship from the Black Girl Hockey Club. 

Rayla Wilkes is an 8-year-old on a mission. 

"When I grow up, I really want to be the captain," Rayla said. 
"I really want to get super good at stickhandling and skating 
fast with the puck." 

Rayla started playing hockey when she was 5 and wants 
people to know anyone can participate. 

"Have you seen the NWHL?" Rayla asked. "There's an 
NWHL, not just NHL. It's not just a boys' sport. It's like an 
everyone sport. Everyone can do it. All ages can do it. All 
genders can do it." 

Rayla's mother said having relatable role models is 
important. 

"These girls, they see women, which is great," said her 
mother, Amanda Wilkes. "They see women and they're doing 
what they're doing, and then a girl of color sees a girl that 
looks like her doing exactly what she wants to do, and it just 
makes you feel like she can do it, too. I think representation 
is really, really huge." 

Rayla wears No. 55 in honor of her favorite player, Kelsey 
Koelzer, who was the first Black player to be the first overall 
pick in a professional North American hockey league draft 
and became the first Black head coach in NCAA ice hockey 
history. 

"I think that's really cool, because I haven't seen many dark 
players in hockey," Rayla said. "I think it's really cool for girls 
like Kelsey to play." 

Rayla's mom said she and her daughter are doing what they 
can to let minorities know that this "amazing" sport can be for 

them, too. 
 
"I think it's important, because I feel like minority groups don't 
feel like hockey is for them or feel like they're welcomed in 
the sport," Wilkes said. "I want to show them that that's not 
the case. I want to support them, bring them and show them 
what an amazing sport this is, and help them highlight and 
be a resource." 

Earlier this month, Rayla won a $1,000 scholarship from the 
Black Girls Hockey Club, an organization that unites Black 
women in the hockey community. The scholarship is a 
response to some of the financial gatekeeping that comes 
with hockey. 

"One thing that really stood out in her application was this 
desire to be able to travel with her team," said Renee Hess, 
Black Girl Hockey Club Founder and Executive Director. 
"One of the things she says was that she really wants to be 
able to be like one of the girls and to be able to go places 
and be able to stay overnight in the hotel and have the same 
experience as the rest of her teammates." 

Wilkes said the Carolina Hurricanes organization has always 
made everyone feel welcomed. 

"It's amazing," Wilkes said. "That's so inspiring for her. We're 
lucky that the Canes organization, we've never had any 
issues as far as racism goes. The Canes organization is so 
welcoming. They do a lot of outreach. We are very blessed 
that we have not yet had any problems, I do say yet because 
I'm not naive enough to think it's never going to happen, but I 
hope by the time she gets to be an adult it won't be an issue. 

"I don't see it as this is a white sport," she added. "I never 
have. I just think representation definitely matters. The more 
you see, the better you feel about it. I just want people to 
know it's OK to love the sport. It's a great sport." 

Wilkes said the money will help pay for a tournament next 
month in South Carolina and allow Rayla the same 
experiences as her teammates.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249348440.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-chicago-blackhawks-carolina-hurricanes/c-321549112 
https://apnews.com/article/sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-chicago-nhl-north-carolina-4a1fc48122a94270bd7961fa57ad9597 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/18/22288125/jordan-staal-carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-2021-season 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/18/22275137/brett-pesce-once-again-proving-how-valuable-he-is-to-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-trade-rumors-

laine 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/19/22290588/carolina-hurricanes-vs-chicago-blackhawks-game-1-preview-and-storm-advisory-paquette-dog-

geekie-ahl 
https://abc11.com/junior-canes-carolina-hurricanes-black-girls-hockey-club-players-in/10351108/ 
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With first unit struggling, Blackhawks’ second unit keeping power play 
among NHL’s best 

The Hawks have had at least one unit rolling at every point this season, 
boosting the power play to No. 2 in the league. 

 

By Ben Pope Feb 18, 2021, 1:23pm CST 

 

Philipp Kurashev’s power-play goal Wednesday was the Blackhawks’ 
18th power-play goal of the season. 

The Blackhawks’ plan to use different strategies for their two power-play 
units has worked brilliantly. 

When the first unit is clicking, it has been deadly. And when the first unit 
can’t get set up, the no-nonsense second unit has picked up the slack. 

As a result, roughly one-third through the season, the Hawks lead the 
NHL in power-play goals (18) and rank second in power-play conversion 
rate (32.7%) and eighth in scoring chances per minute of power-play time 
(0.88). 

“It’s good for us to work on it in practice, even when things are going well, 
just to keep building,” Patrick Kane said Wednesday. “But we’re pretty 
happy with where we’re at this year. We have two good units that are 
helping to produce and get that number up there as far as our power-play 
ranking.” 

Coach Jeremy Colliton’s plan since the start of training camp was for the 
first unit to operate relatively normally for a power play: enter the 
offensive zone, set up a cycle and remain patient until a chance unfolds. 

“They’re trying to have more movement, interchanges, different players 
moving in different positions to create mismatches and passing lanes,” 
he said Jan. 8. 

The second unit treats its shifts as if it were at even strength: attack off 
the rush when possible, only cycle when necessary and don’t risk 
turnovers. It just has the extra man while doing it. 

Through the first 10 games, the first unit — anchored by Kane and Alex 
DeBrincat roaming by the faceoff circles — excelled. It scored seven 
goals and produced 1.01 scoring chances per minute. Dylan Strome 
down low, Andrew Shaw in the middle “rover” spot and Adam Boqvist up 
top were able to feed Kane and DeBrincat. 

The second unit played far less — about nine minutes, versus 39 
minutes for the first unit — and produced only 0.56 scoring chances per 
minute, scoring three goals. 

But Boqvist’s COVID-19 diagnosis, Shaw’s concussion and Strome’s 
recent drop-off eventually disrupted the first unit’s chemistry. In the last 
eight games, that unit’s scoring-chance rate has fallen to 0.79 per minute 
and has scored only three times. 

The second unit has picked up all of the slack, though. In those eight 
games, not only has its ice time increased — up to 15 minutes, versus 31 
for the first unit — but so has its scoring-chance creation (up to 0.93 per 
minute), leading to five goals. Dominik Kubalik, Philipp Kurashev and 
Mattias Janmark all have scored. 

Blackhawks power play scoring chances per minute 

First PP unit Second PP unit 

First 10 games 1.01 0.56 

Last 8 games 0.79 0.93 

“We have two really good units,” Kurashev said after his beautiful power-
play tally Wednesday. “Our unit ... we just try to outwork the other guys 
and try to attack right away when we have the chance.” 

Kurashev’s goal ended a streak of two games without a power-play goal, 
the Hawks’ first such “drought” this year. On the other hand, their penalty 
kill is perfect in eight of the last nine games, keeping the special teams a 
net positive lately. 

And Colliton hopes some changes will jump-start the first unit. 

Nicolas Beaudin has become the permanent guy up top, so Boqvist was 
evaluated in Shaw’s old “rover” role in practice Tuesday. 

“With certain guys in and out of the lineup, we’ve had to adjust personnel 
and things like that,” Kane said. “So you’re getting used to that a little bit. 
But I’m not too concerned about it.” 
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10 observations: Lankinen, Blackhawks blank Red Wings 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks shut out the Detroit Red Wings 2-0 on Wednesday at 
Little Caesars Arena. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. Head coach Jeremy Colliton went back to 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen, which he's done several times this season. Adam Boqvist 
and Ryan Carpenter drew back into lineup after missing the last few 
weeks while in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol and Reese Johnson and 
Lucas Wallmark came out. 

2. Kevin Lankinen started in goal for the Blackhawks and picked up 
where he left off on Saturday, stopping all 29 shots he faced for his first 
career NHL shutout. And he did so on national television. How fitting. 

3. Lankinen also contributed on the scoresheet, recording a secondary 
assist on Philipp Kurashev's goal in the first period. That's his second 
assist of the season, with his first coming on Pius Suter's overtime goal 
on Feb. 9 in Dallas. Anton Khudobin is the only other goaltender this 
season with more than one point. 

4. The Red Wings generated 13 shot attempts, 10 shots on goal and six 
scoring chances on three power-play opportunities but Lankinen stood 
tall and was the best penalty killer on the ice for the Blackhawks. The 
Red Wings are now 0-for-29 on the power play over their last 10 games. 

5. Kurashev scored one of the best goals of the 2020-21 season after 
maneuvering his way past three Red Wings and then sliding it past the 
goaltender. It was his fifth goal of the season, which ranks second among 
all NHL rookies. 

Philipp Kurashev scores a highlight-reel goal in Detroit. Wow. 
#Blackhawks pic.twitter.com/5QxJkbc9yx— Charlie Roumeliotis 
(@CRoumeliotis) February 18, 2021 

6. Alex DeBrincat had himself a heck of a first period. He had five shot 
attempts, three shots on goal, two slot shots on net, two takeaways, two 
controlled exits, one scoring chance off the rush and 0:21 of offensive 
zone possession time, according to Sportlogiq. DeBrincat was rewarded 
with an empty-net goal at the end for his team-leading ninth tally of the 
season. 

7. In 4:18 of even-strength time in the first period, Boqvist was on the ice 
for nine shot attempts for and zero against and six scoring chances for 
and zero against, according to Natural Stat Trick. He finished with four 
shot attempts (two on goal) in 12:50 of ice time, and was really solid in 
his return. 

8. The Blackhawks got crushed at the faceoff circle, losing 15 of 47 
draws for a success rate of only 31.9 percent. Dylan Strome and Suter 
were a combined 2-for-13 (15.4 percent). Luke Glendening, who's the 
league's best faceoff specialist, won 10 of his 11 faceoffs for the Red 
Wings. 

9. The Blackhawks did not record a single high-danger chance at 5-on-5 
in the first two periods. They had two at even strength and one on the 
power play, but not 5-on-5. They finished with two total, matching their 
season-low which came in the season opener against Tampa Bay. 

10. Patrick Kane had another strong game for the Blackhawks. He 
registered four shot attempts, three shots on goal (all from the slot), a 
primary assist, and a game-high 10 controlled exits and 1:09 of offensive 
zone possession time. 
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Lazerus: That weird emotion Blackhawks fans are suddenly feeling? It’s 
called hope 

 

By Mark Lazerus Feb 18, 2021 

 

I get it. Really, I do. 

I understand the inclination to scrunch up your nose, to look for the 
seams, to find any excuse not to get your hopes up about these 
Blackhawks, to openly wonder if they’re really any good. And, hey, there 
are plenty of nits to pick. 

They’re still giving up the most shots on goal per game in the league at 
33.8. They’re still sputtering at five-on-five (third-worst xGF percentage in 
the league and second-worst Corsi) and are relying too heavily on the 
power play for their offense. They’re still leaning too hard on Kevin 
Lankinen and Malcolm Subban, and it’s fair to wonder if these guys are 
really .930-plus goalies in the long term. 

Sure, the Blackhawks just swept the lowly Red Wings again, but each 
win was by the skin of their teeth. Sure, they’re piling up wins, but four of 
the last five came in overtime. Sure, they’re 7-1-1 in their last nine and 9-
2-3 since that disastrous opening trip to Florida, but they haven’t played 
the Lightning or the Panthers again yet. 

Skepticism is healthy. Doubt is natural. And for a certain segment of 
Blackhawks fans, deferring any credit to either Jeremy Coliton or Stan 
Bowman is tantamount to peeling off your own fingernails, one by one. 

But think back to the night of Jan. 17, when the Blackhawks got thumped 
by the Panthers 5-2, their third straight utterly demoralizing loss to start 
the season. Could you have imagined that exactly one month later, the 
Blackhawks would be tied for the second-most points in the league? In a 
Central Division playoff spot by both points and points percentage? 
Battling every night? 

Fun? 

“It’s fun to be around,” Lankinen said after Wednesday’s win in Detroit. 
“We’ve got a really good group of guys, we’ve found our groove, we’ve 
found our identity, we know how we’re supposed to play, and if we play 
like that every single night, we at least give ourselves a good chance to 
win. Like Jeremy has said, we’re on the path to becoming a great team. 
We still have to improve on a lot of things but we’re on the right path, so 
it’s exciting.” 

“A great team,” he said. That’s the goal, right? That was the point of the 
open declaration of a rebuild in October, right? To not just remain in the 
mushy middle of the NHL — too bad to contend, too good to tear it down 
to the studs — but to get back, in Bowman’s word, to the “top of the 
mountain.” 

You rolled your eyes when you heard that. It’s OK to admit it. There 
wasn’t enough magic left in the core, there wasn’t enough high-end talent 
in the pipeline, and there wasn’t any reason to believe Colliton and 
Bowman were the guys to lead this team out of its years-long morass. It 
was five years ago today that the Blackhawks visited the White House for 
the third time. That next visit was starting to feel like it was 50 years 
away. 

But now you can sort of see it, the path back to contention. You can see 
it in Pius Suter, bringing out the best in Alex DeBrincat and Patrick Kane 
in a role he never was supposed to have as No. 1 center. You can see it 
in Philipp Kurashev, slashing through the Detroit defense with an 
astounding Mario Lemieux impression. You can see it in Brandon Hagel, 
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playing every shift like it was his first, creating something special 
seemingly every time he hits the ice. You can see it in Lankinen, calmly 
holding down the fort in the dying minutes of a one-goal game, then 
confidently holding court with reporters afterward. 

You have 21-year-old Nicolas Beaudin quarterbacking PP1 for the 
second-best power play in the league. You have 22-year-old Ian Mitchell 
playing big minutes with uncommon poise and skill. You have 23-year-
old DeBrincat playing like a man possessed, a true all-around star, not 
just a one-dimensional goal-scorer. You have Mattias Janmark making 
plays and scoring goals. You have veterans such as Connor Murphy and 
Calvin de Haan playing big minutes and stabilizing the defense. 

Those are all Bowman draft picks and acquisitions. And they’re all sold 
on Colliton’s “relentless” mindset. DeBrincat can’t go three minutes 
without talking about the “buy-in” from the players. Kane, as good as 
ever, repeatedly raves about the coach’s influence on the team. Credit 
where it’s due. 

For the first time in, what, four years, the Blackhawks are on the right 
track. They’re getting both younger and better. 

Rookie defenseman Nicolas Beaudin already is a big part of a successful 
power-play unit. (Raj Mehta / USA Today) 

But Colliton feels they’re on their way. And that’s all you can reasonably 
ask. 

“We’ve got to continue to have that mindset that we’re going to improve 
as the year goes on,” he said. “We’re not a finished product, we’re not 
going to be a finished product. That’s how we’re going to get results. We 
believe we’re on our way to being an excellent team. But it’s not just 
going to happen. We’ve got to make it happen with our mentality and our 
work ethic.” 

After all, this year’s all gravy, isn’t it? The Blackhawks — without Corey 
Crawford, without Kirby Dach, without Jonathan Toews — were expected 
to be truly awful, uncompetitive, jockeying with the Red Wings and 
Senators for dead last in the league. “Developmental years” aren’t 
supposed to be fun and exciting and successful. They’re a necessary 
evil, a first step on a long, slow path to respectability. 

Instead, the Blackhawks are skipping merrily down that path — Mitchell 
and Hagel and “Sutes,” oh my — speeding up the whole process. There 
will be stumbles and spills and bloodied lips along the way, for sure. 
“Progress isn’t linear” might as well be Colliton’s trademarked slogan. But 
you have hope now, don’t you? You probably didn’t a month ago. 

Let’s lay out the best-case scenario here. It’s still entirely plausible that 
Dach (wrist) and Toews (undisclosed illness) return this season, but let’s 
be cautious and look ahead to the fall. Dach is back to center DeBrincat 
and Kane, who have become kindred hockey spirits. Toews returns and 
centers Dominik Kubalik and Suter, who moves back to wing. Already, 
you have a dynamite top six. Either Kurashev or Dylan Strome centers 
the third line, with the returning Alex Nylander (a restricted free agent 
who won’t cost much) on the left side. Then a fourth line of Ryan 
Carpenter, David Kampf and Hagel, generally wreaking havoc and 
routinely starting in the defensive zone but ending up in the offensive 
zone. 

Or maybe Janmark is re-signed and plays on that third line. Or maybe 
you put Nylander on Hagel’s line and see if Hagel’s motor rubs off on the 
talented but inconsistent Nylander. Or maybe Lucas Wallmark, a young, 
versatile two-way forward, still fits in the picture somewhere. 

Hell, maybe Lukas Reichel is ready for the NHL show come the fall, and 
he bumps Suter from the top six onto the third line, giving the 
Blackhawks even more scoring punch throughout the lineup. Just listen 
to this scouting report from Eisbaren Berlin forward Mark Zengerle, whom 
I spoke to this week about Reichel. 

“He’s awesome; I love Lukey,” Zengerle said. “Really humble. When you 
say guys just kind of get it, I would say Lukey’s one of those guys who 
just gets it. Then on the ice, he’s been awesome for us. He almost has a 

little bit of that (Connor) McDavid in him where he can take off and his 
skating’s effortless and he can handle the puck while he’s skating like 
that. He’s got great vision on the ice and he can score. He seems to be a 
really dependable player for only being 19 years old, too. We’ve all been 
pretty excited watching him and I think he’s going to be pretty good for a 
long time.” 

A little bit of that McDavid in him. That weird, foreign emotion you’re 
feeling right now? That’s hope. Been a while, eh? 

The future’s bright. It’s easier to say that now. Easier to see that now. 

As for this year? Take it for what it is: unexpected fun, unexpected 
progress, unexpected excitement. So what if the Blackhawks finish fifth 
or sixth in the Central Division; you’ll gladly take these massive 
developmental leaps from several young players over an 18.5-percent 
chance at the top pick in a draft without a consensus “generational” No. 1 
pick. The draft is a crapshoot in any year, but especially this year. 
There’s simply no downside to any of this. 

So yes, be skeptical. Harbor doubts. Wonder when the other shoe is 
going to drop. Absolutely dread that brutal March stretch when reality 
could hit harder than Nikita Zadorov in open ice. The next White House 
visit is still probably a long way away. 

But back to the original question: Are the Blackhawks good? Does it 
really matter? 

Here’s a better question: Are you not entertained? 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.19.2021 
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Lightning’s game Saturday in Dallas postponed 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning’s game scheduled for Saturday in Dallas has 
been postponed as power-outage issues prompted by a winter storm and 
record-low temperatures continue throughout Texas. 

The Lightning previously were scheduled to play Thursday in Dallas, but 
that game was postponed early Wednesday. The team remained in 
Tampa as it awaited word about Saturday’s game and practiced at 
Amalie Arena Thursday afternoon. 

Now, the Lightning will go a week between games, not playing again until 
Monday, when they face the Carolina Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C. That 
game was rescheduled from Jan. 26 because the Hurricanes had a 
coronavirus outbreak at the time. Monday’s game will be the first of three 
games in four days against Carolina. 

The NHL has not made any announcements regarding makeup dates for 
the games in Dallas. 

The Lightning will go a week between games, which will allow for more 
practice time now but a busier schedule later in the season. 

They had gaps of five and four days between games earlier this season. 
They were slated to play the Stars in Texas on Jan. 17 and 19, but those 
games were postponed because the start of the Stars’ season was 
delayed due to a coronavirus outbreak. 

“Practice helps teams,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “We’ve had a 
pretty decent history of after we’ve had practice, our game is coming to 
order. This will be good. I doubt this will happen too many more times.” 
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The gap comes after the Lightning had their roughest stretch of this short 
season, dropping two of three to the Florida Panthers, most recently 6-4 
Monday in Tampa. 

“Every time you play kind of an average game or not a good game, you 
want to go back out there and play right away and kind of change your 
thinking,” Lightning center Yanni Gourde said Thursday before the 
postponement was announced. “So now it’s been a few days and we still 
don’t know when we’re going to play, so you’ve just got to stay ready. 
And whenever the puck drops, you’ve got to remember the last game 
wasn’t so (good) and you’ve got to go out there and show that you can 
do much better.” 

Stars coach Rick Bowness, who spoke to media minutes after the league 
announced Saturday’s postponement, said his team broke down video of 
the Lightning on Thursday morning in preparation for Saturday’s game. 
They “scrapped that” after the postponement was announced and moved 
on to preparing for their next game Monday against the Panthers in 
Sunrise. 

“We were preparing to play Tampa, so you take your pencil and erase 
out Tampa and now we’re going to start doing more video on Florida,” 
Bowness said. “We were expected to play at some point, whether it was 
Friday and Saturday or just strictly Saturday, but that’s not going to 
happen, and that’s fine. Now we deal with the hand we’re dealt with, then 
we’ll get ready for Florida.” 

Several Stars players are without power, and captain Jamie Benn has 
opened up his home to teammates. Tyler Seguin, who is currently in 
Toronto rehabbing an injury, also is allowing players to stay at his Dallas-
area home. 

“That’s what we do,” said Benn, who took in Dallas goaltender and 
former Lightning star Ben Bishop when Bishop’s home was damaged by 
tornadoes two years ago. “We’re trying to take care of each other and 
help each other out, because there’s guys on our team that also don’t 
have power.” 
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At quarter mark of season, five Lightning stats that matter 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Earlier today 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning have played only 14 games, but they’re already 
one-quarter of the way through this abbreviated NHL regular season. 

They’re in a good place, entering Thursday tied with the Hurricanes, one 
point behind the Central Division-leading Panthers and Blackhawks. 

With the season just 56 games long, it was important to start strong. And 
despite a short training camp and no preseason games, the Lightning 
have done just that. 

But by no means are they a finished product at this point in the season. 

As coach Jon Cooper often says after losses, the Lightning have better in 
them. 

“We’re in a pretty good spot,” Cooper said Tuesday. “As in any year, you 
have to figure things out. And it doesn’t come easy, other than the 62-win 
season where it seemed like everything was coming easy to us. But 
every year’s got challenges. 

“If you look at the big picture, how we’ve played for the most part, we’ve 
played pretty darn good. We have 10 wins out of 14. You keep that up all 
year, you’re going to be in a pretty good spot. We’ve got to continue to 
buy into our process and we’ll be just fine. But overall I’m happy with how 
the guys are performing the first quarter of the year.” 

Here are five stats that dig a little deeper into the Lightning’s start. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy’s save percentage 

Yes, everyone knows Vasilevskiy is without question one of the league’s 
top goalies, but he also is off to one of his finest starts. In fact, he’s bailed 
out the Lightning on so many occasions in critical moments with 
highlight-reel stops. Interestingly enough, he’s had his best games when 
he’s been challenged the most. His save percentage should stand on its 
own, but when you also consider his league-best 9.4 goals saved above 
average — a stat that reflects the number of goals a goaltender has 
prevented given his save percentage and shots faced compared to the 
league average — there’s a valid argument he should be the first-quarter 
MVP. 

Lightning’s penalty-kill percentage 

The Lightning’s ability to prevent power-play goals was a foundation of 
their Stanley Cup success last year — they had an 86.1 percent penalty-
kill rate in the postseason — and with essentially the same group back, 
the unit has continued to be strong in the season’s early going, tying for 
third-best in the league. They’ve been successful on 7 of 8 penalty-kill 
opportunities in two games without Anthony Cirelli, who averaged 2:45 of 
penalty-kill ice time, most among forwards. Center Yanni Gourde has 
stepped in with Cirelli out, and his style seems to make him a natural fit. 
And yes, it’s true that your best penalty killer is your goaltender (see 
above). 

Lightning’s scoring chances in team’s favor percentage 

Simply comparing the number of scoring chances a team has and allows 
doesn’t adequately quantify anything since teams have played a different 
number of games due to postponements. The scoring changes in favor 
percentage gives a better feel for opportunities created. Any number 
above 50 percent means that the team is creating more scoring chances 
than it’s allowing. Last season, the Lightning owned a 53.9 SCF rate. 
This season, according to this hockeyreference.com metric, the Lightning 
have 119 scoring chances while allowing 158. Taking into consideration 
the Lightning’s plus-16 goal differential, they definitely take advantage of 
their changes. But one criticism Cooper has had of his players is that 
they need to shoot more, and players acknowledge they might try to pass 
too much. This stat would definitely indicate that. 

Plus-4 

Average plus-minus for Lightning’s current fourth line of Pat Maroon, 
Gemel Smith and Alex Volkov 

At some point, the Lightning knew they’d have to rely on their depth, and 
that time came sooner than expected after substantial injuries to Anthony 
Cirelli and Mitchell Stephens. Both Smith and Volkov have been 
disciplined in their play and aggressive on the forecheck, showing far 
more confidence than their experience would indicate. The fourth line 
hasn’t missed a beat after Mathieu Joseph was elevated to the second 
forward line. Depth is critical for any team, and seeing players step up 
into expanded roles is a good sign moving forward. 

Wins the Lightning have when trailing or tied after two periods 

Tampa Bay is 10-0-0 when leading after two periods but 0-3-1 when 
trailing or tied after two. The Lightning have done a great job of protecting 
their leads but all in all haven’t been a great third-period team. They have 
outscored their opponents by an overwhelming 40-19 margin but only 
have a 14-13 edge in the third period and overtime. Keep in mind, they 
built big leads early in some of their wins, making the third period more 
about preserving the win. But it’s clear the Lightning need to show more 
late in close games. 
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Inside Blake Coleman’s ‘storybook’ year: A trade to the Lightning, a baby 
and a Stanley Cup 

 

By Joe Smith  

Feb 18, 2021   

 

One year ago, Blake Coleman was sitting in the living room of his West 
New York waterfront condo, drinking a Labatt Blue tallboy with his father. 

He stared out the window at the Hudson River, having no idea how his 
life would suddenly change. 

Coleman’s dad, Rusty, a former Oklahoma State football player, was in 
town for the Devils’ dad’s trip. A flight was scheduled to leave the next 
day for St. Louis but neither ended up on it. A few hours before a game 
on Feb. 16, 2020, Coleman was stopped at the door of the home 
dressing room at Prudential Center by Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald. 
Fitzgerald told the 29-year-old winger he was being traded to a Stanley 
Cup contender, a team on the East Coast, but he couldn’t tell him where 
yet. 

It was a week ahead of the NHL’s trade deadline, but Coleman was 
shocked. Anxious. He called his wife, Jordan, who was a few weeks 
away from her due date for their first child, a daughter. 

“Honey, we’ve been traded,” Blake said. 

“What!?” Jordan screamed. 

Jordan broke down, racing to the bathroom to tell her mother, Elisabeth, 
who was in the shower, shampoo still in her hair. “Calm down,” she said. 
“It’ll be OK.” 

Coleman and his father jumped into his Ford-150 and headed to his 
condo. They had a half-hour drive for this all to sink in and ponder his 
next destination. Boston? Washington? They never considered the 
Southeast. 

They were back home, having a beer, by the time Fitzgerald called 
Coleman, telling him he was heading to the Tampa Bay Lightning. The 
Devils didn’t want to trade the forward they’d drafted and developed. But 
Tampa Bay GM Julien BriseBois, feeling he was a piece or two away 
from finally hoisting the Stanley Cup, made Fitzgerald an offer he couldn’t 
refuse — a first-round pick and top prospect Nolan Foote. 

Coleman’s head was still spinning, contemplating the next move when 
his iPhone buzzed again. It was BriseBois. Rusty FaceTime’d his wife, 
Sandy, who was back home in Dallas, so she could hear it. 

BriseBois told Coleman how much they had watched him, how much 
they wanted him, how much they needed him. 

“I’m super fucking excited,” BriseBois said. 

What happened next, as Rusty puts it, “belongs in a storybook.” 

Eleven days after the trade, Coleman and his wife welcomed their 
daughter, Charlie, into the world. The NHL pandemic-sparked shutdown 
allowed him to not only spend his first few precious months as a parent 
but mentally adjust to the whirlwind move. Coleman would end up a 
difference-maker along with fellow deadline acquisition Barclay Goodrow 
en route to the Stanley Cup. They beat the Dallas Stars, the team that 
inspired a young Coleman to dare to try hockey while growing up in 
Plano, Tex. His hometown made Nov. 2 “Blake Coleman Day,” holding a 
socially distanced ceremony, giving him the “puck of the city.” 

When Coleman heads back home this week, with the Lightning 
scheduled to face the Stars on Saturday (following Thursday’s 
postponement), he won’t be able to see family, not with the updated NHL 
COVID protocols. But there will be around 50 family and friends in the 
stands at American Airlines Center, all having a piece of his improbable 
journey. 

So 2020, a year many people want to forget, might have been the best 
year of Coleman’s life. 

There’s what feels like a million things that pop into your head the minute 
you hoist hockey’s holy grail. 

So when Coleman lifted the Stanley Cup above his head at center ice of 
Rogers Place in Edmonton in late September, his mind wandered. 

“It reminds you of everything you’ve been through, who helped you get 
where you are,” Coleman said. “All those people that played a role. 
That’s the special part. Everything kind of culminates.” 

He thought of his grandmother, “Ria,”’ short for Maria, the 92-year-old 
matriarch responsible for his passion for the game. When the Minnesota 
North Stars relocated to Dallas in 1993, Maria, from upstate New York, 
purchased season tickets. Coleman and Ria attended a few dozen 
games a year, the first when he was three. 

“I was following the puck the whole time with my baby head,” he said. 

By age five, Coleman was running to the driveway every morning to grab 
the newspaper and memorize players’ names and stats. When Coleman 
was eight, he stayed up past bedtime to listen to the radio as the Stars 
won their first Stanley Cup in 1999. 

“From that moment on,” said Coleman’s mother, Sandy, “He knew 
exactly what he wanted to do.” 

Sandy and Rusty Coleman were among the first people Coleman phoned 
on Cup night. 

“We did it!” he yelled from the champagne and Bud Light-soaked 
dressing room. 

Sandy had played hockey growing up, attending many Islanders games 
at the Nassau Coliseum. So when her son, one of her four children, 
showed an interest, she was all-in. When Coleman was five, Sandy read 
the book “Complete Conditioning for Ice Hockey” by Peter Twist, the 
former strength and conditioning coach for the Canucks. Sandy would be 
the one driving Blake the hour each way to Euless for hockey practices at 
5 or 6 a.m., making sure his nutrition and carb-loading was there, from 
her green smoothies to chocolate milk and raisins. 

“He wasn’t allowed to eat anything bad until he won the tournament,” 
Sandy joked. “Then we’d go to Krispy Kreme, and get a dozen donuts. 
He could down the whole box.” 

Sandy was the one to call the University of Michigan when Blake, 
obsessed with the school by age five or six, wanted his bedroom painted 
in their school colors. The university sent the Colemans the exact 
Sherwin-Williams tint of maize, which went perfectly with the blue block 
‘M’ trim. The wall in the upstairs room is covered with photos and jerseys 
from every team he played on, from high school to Miami University, not 
to mention the Dallas Stars Elite program he grew up in. They had 
coaches like Cup-winner Craig Ludwig, who played for the Canadiens 
and then won a title with the Stars in 1999. 

The day Coleman was traded to the Lightning, Ludwig said he sent a text 
message to coach Jon Cooper. 

“That’s going to be it,” Ludwig texted. “You’re on the right path.” 

“What I meant was they had now taken the right step to build a team that 
can win in the playoffs,” Ludwig said. “I felt they didn’t have enough push 
back, not from a fighting standpoint, but having that bite and that edge. 
I’ve known Blake since he was a kid, and he wanted to run and hit people 
all the time. I would rather have a kid like that where you have to pull 
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them back than try to push them into the fight. He was the kind of 
ingredient that I think turned the identity of their team a little bit.” 

Cooper wasn’t a stranger, having watched him play since his days in the 
USHL. Sandy Coleman said Cooper drafted Blake in the NAHL, but her 
son instead ending up playing for Cooper’s buddy, Jeff Blashill, for the 
Indiana Ice in the USHL. A year later, Lightning assistant coach Derek 
Lalonde tried to recruit Coleman to the University of Denver but he 
committed to Miami University. 

“He was back then what he is now — a hard player to play against with 
skill,” Blashill said. “And those guys are hard to find, guys that can do 
both.” 

“He’s hungry,” said John Hynes, Coleman’s coach with the Devils. “He’s 
extremely competitive. He’s hungry. When he puts his mind to 
something, he goes all in.” 

Coleman carried the same approach as a “girl dad.” 

Charlie, who turns one next week, was in the front row during her father’s 
“Blake Coleman Day” in Plano in November. There were 60 friends, 
family and city officials in the community theater for the event, which 
included speeches from Ludwig and Les Jackson, a Stars exec/scout 
who advised the Colemans on the unlikely rise to become the first native 
Texan on the Cup. 

Coleman, in a white dress shirt and slacks, started his written remarks by 
thanking everyone who helped him along the way, from his parents and 
siblings (Jeff, 38, Kevin, 36, Lauren, 31, Brooke, 26) to his coaches. 

Charlie, getting restless, tried to speak up. 

“Hey booboo, I’m almost done,” Coleman said. 1203259
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The Athletic / The hockey suite life: A look inside as 25 Red Deer Rebels 
players bunk at the arena 

 

By Scott Wheeler Feb 18, 2021  

 

It wasn’t their first idea, but eventually it stuck. 

As WHL teams learned what return-to-play protocols would look like, Red 
Deer Rebels vice president and alternate governor Merrick Sutter and his 
team decided that they weren’t comfortable running their billet program 
for the 2020-2021 season because of all of the extra people — and the 
pandemic health risks that come with them — it added to the equation. 

The Rebels initially considered using a local college to house the players. 
They looked into hotel options. They even considered constructing rooms 
for the players to live in within the event spaces of the conference centre 
attached to their arena on the Westerner Park Centrium grounds. 

None of those ideas worked, though. The logistics of a college dorm 
weren’t feasible and would have meant players sharing rooms. The hotel 
option was too costly. The non-arena spaces at the Centrium are 
typically open to public and there was no telling whether or not they’d 
eventually open back up for events, rentals or weddings if restrictions 
eased into spring and summer. 

Finally, Abby Wallin, the Centrium’s event manager, flagged Sutter with 
an unusual proposal: “Well, what if we looked at the suites?” 

A couple of months later, 25 junior hockey players had moved into their 
arena for the season. After a four-day quarantine at a local hotel and 
another three-day quarantine inside their individual suites while they 
awaited their first round of COVID-19 test results, Rebels staff and 
players walked into their new home for the duration of their 24-game 
season. 

Executing Wallin’s idea was exactly as complicated as it sounds. 

“As you can imagine, an arena is not designed as an overnight living 
arrangement,” Sutter said on a Tuesday afternoon from inside the 
Centrium. 

The suites themselves have suite holders and those suite holders have 
their own furniture. So Sutter’s first hurdle was clearing the idea with 
each of those suite holders to make sure that they could move, house 
and protect their belongings. 

Then a discussion needed to happen with the local fire marshal, whose 
office required that smoke detectors and CO2 detectors be added to 
each suite, and prohibited the players from cooking with the kitchenettes 
in the suites. 

After getting the necessary approvals, Sutter ran the idea by a handful of 
players. 

“The big thing was making sure they understood what things would be 
like if we didn’t do it this way. If we did a formal billet program, you would 
essentially go to the rink and to the billets and that’s it. So we were very 
up front with them to say ‘boys, regardless of what this looks like, friends, 
family, girlfriends, all of that is going to be a non-starter,'” Sutter said. 

“We just viewed this as the best option in our mind. They can socialize 
with their teammates, which would be more challenging to do outside of 
this. If you’re another team, once you leave your rink, if you’re following 
the protocols you’re not able to do much and you’re not even supposed 
to be going from billet to billet. It’s basically only the people at the billet 
house allowed in that house.” 

After discussing it further with parents, billets and the rest of the team’s 
players, everyone wanted to take part (only the Rebels’ two import 
players, including top defenceman Christoffer Sedoff, won’t participate 
due to immigration restrictions). 

The billets provided the vast majority of the beds for the suites, and 
others like Sutter offered one of their own. The team then inventoried and 
categorized all of the new furniture that was being provided so that they 
knew who gave what. They also purchased sanitizers and towels for 
each of the players’ suites. 

Rebels staff were then divided into two groups under the league’s 
protocols. There are the A staff, like Sutter and the team’s coaches and 
trainers, who are permitted to be in masked contact with the players. And 
there are the B staff, like education advisor Teresa Jaegar, who are 
allowed into the building to work with the players so long as they maintain 
safe social distancing. Inside the arena, all players and staff must wear 
masks except when they are skating and sleeping. 

Two suites have been set aside for a rotating handful of the staff in the A 
group to stay nightly inside the arena to supervise the players 24/7. 
Sutter spent the first seven nights at the rink with that duty. Though it’s 
not a proper bubble and some staff return home to their families each 
night, the Rebels are referring to the setup as a contained environment 
where team staff have been told only to travel between their homes and 
the rink. 

Couches and tables have been moved into the concourse areas so that 
the players can watch TV or play video games without all being in the 
same room at the same time. They’ve also set up a basketball net and 
ping pong table. 

Players and staff take PCR tests every Wednesday morning. 

During the day, the players are on two different schedules depending on 
whether or not they’re still in high school. 

Second-year forward Jayden Grubbe, who is in Grade 12, wakes up 
each morning at 8:15 a.m., with the rest of the high school kids for a 
catered 8:30 a.m. breakfast so that he can get to his three hours of online 
classes from 9 a.m. to noon (which he takes from a lounge area with 
tables and chairs, under the supervision of Jaegar). 
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Then he has lunch at 12:30 p.m., and gets a stretch in before a daily 2 
p.m. practice. Some days those practices include the full 25-player 
roster. Other days they’re divided into two groups of about a dozen 
players for skills work. Practice normally concludes around 3:30-4 p.m., 
and then Grubbe and the rest of the high school kids workout (the 
weights have been spread around the rink so that they’re not all in the 
gym at the same time) before a 6:30 p.m. dinner. 

Grubbe, the seventh pick in the 2018 WHL bantam draft, played for 
Canada at the under-17 worlds last year and finished eighth among all 
16-year-old WHL players in points (29 in 57 games) last season. He is 
expected to be drafted in the 2021 NHL Draft. 

He’s still trying to wrap his head around the reality of his draft year, which 
is set to begin on Feb. 26 with a game at the Centrium against the 
Medicine Hat Tigers. 

“I’m still getting used to the lifestyle around here and the schedule,” 
Grubbe said after Tuesday’s practice wrapped up. “I never imagined my 
draft year looking like this. Now I’ve just got to make the most of it and 
every game is huge, especially with the shortened season.” 

Veteran forward Zak Smith, who will turn 20 inside his new home at the 
arena in May and has graduated high school, follows a bit of a different 
schedule. 

He’s one of four players assigned to the first round of kitchen duty, so he 
gets up with the high school kids to help set up and clean up breakfast 
(the rest of the high school graduates have their breakfast just after 9 
a.m. after the high schoolers are finished). 

While the younger players are in school, Smith and the rest of the team’s 
veterans do their workout at 10 a.m. In his spare time between his 
workout and lunch, or after practice while the young players do their 
workout, Smith is also taking a marketing course at Athabasca University 
to keep busy. 

The players have also been divided into different dressing rooms. The 
older forwards, including Smith, got the Rebels’ home dressing room. 
The younger forwards, like Grubbe, are in one of the visitor’s rooms. All 
of the defenceman are in a third dressing room. 

While each of the suites has a kitchen, sink, bed, and TV, not all suites 
are created equal. 

There are two levels of suites inside the arena. Grubbe’s is located down 
low off of the main concourse hidden behind the away team bench. His is 
open to the arena, so he set up blinds to give himself a little privacy. 
Smith’s is located several floor ups, high above ice level. His suite is 
closed off by glass. 

Though Grubbe’s is quieter and darker (the staff suites Sutter and other 
staff stay in are also open), Smith’s has better privacy, is a little bigger 
and feels more like a proper bedroom. Some players brought their own 
mini-fridges. 

“It’s like a small apartment. It’s pretty nice. It’s really different. You’ve got 
to adapt to the new changes. But after a long offseason it’s nice just to be 
back and see the guys again,” Smith said. “It sucks for some of the other 
guys because you don’t have a ton of privacy. It can be kind of annoying 
because boys can get yelling on their game consoles in other suites and 
other guys are hearing it. But there’s not a lot of complaining because 
everyone’s just happy to be here.” 

The big downfall? None of the suites have toilets, so the players use the 
concourse restrooms to go to the bathroom and the team leaves a fourth 
locker room open overnight so that they can shower. 

At nights, after dinner, the players are mostly left to their own devices. 
The team has already hosted two movie nights on the JumboTron, with 
the players sitting in their suites or the stands to watch on the big screen. 
Other nights they’ve put NHL games up on the JumboTron. 

Some players have taken to leading stretches at night (carrying that over 
from the Zoom pilates and workouts they did while quarantined in their 
suites). And a lot of card games are being played in the shared spaces. 

But the suites themselves are meant to be the players’ private spaces, 
and not for hanging out. 

Though players and staff say the arena is chillier than their homes and 
colder the closer you are to ice level, they all said they’ve been sleeping 
well and it really darkens and quiets. While staff haven’t told the players 
when to go to bed, they turn off the lights in the building at 10 p.m., so 
that those who want to sleep can. 

“They’re all athletes that have figured out that getting a good sleep and 
eating well is actually a good idea for them. But what guys want to do in 
their own suite or go hang out in one of the spaces until 11:00 p.m., fill 
your boots,” Sutter said. 

In time, Sutter and the staff will try to change up the routine so that life at 
the arena doesn’t become monotonous. They plan to rent some 
barbecues to cook steaks one night. Now that the players are starting to 
settle in, they’re going to organize some game nights and competitions. 
Though this week has been the coldest of the year in Red Deer, they 
plan to get the players outside onto the grounds around the Centrium 
(which these days sit empty) to get the players some fresh air. They’ve 
thought about doing excursions with the bus to places where they won’t 
be in contact with the public. 

“Once we start playing games, it’ll feel different. We’re still very much in 
this new mode. There’s lots of space to go so they don’t feel like they 
have cabin fever. But we’ll have to find ways to keep it fresh,” Sutter said. 

“We just wanted to get everyone comfortable and then from there we’ll 
take it day-to-day, week-to-week. A lot of them are content as long as 
they’ve got an internet connection. We try to encourage them to do more 
than that but, at the end of the day, they’ll play their video games and sit 
around and bullshit each other. We want to give them some freedom so 
that their entire day isn’t us telling them what to do.” 

Everyone involved can already see the team coming together inside their 
shared new reality. 

Grubbe recognizes that as weird as it is for him, it’s even weirder for the 
five 16-year-olds who are being introduced to the WHL in this setting. He 
said he has made an effort to invite them to hang out with the rest of the 
team. 

“I’ve got everything I need. It’ll be a special year for our group,” Grubbe 
said. “We’re all going to remember this team being the only team that 
would ever do this.” 

Other teams decided to go in different directions. In Calgary, the Hitmen 
will stay at a hotel and won’t be able to play at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome, their usual home, because of the protocols that are in place 
for the NHL’s Flames. The Lethbridge Hurricanes went the university 
dormitory route. The WHL’s East Division teams will live at the University 
of Regina and play in a hub format at the Pats’ home rink, the Brandt 
Centre. 

Nobody’s set-up is anything like the Rebels’ though. 

“It kind of turns the guys into men because you’ve got to take care of 
your own areas more than you would at a billet, and you’ve got to be 
sanitizing and wearing your masks. We’ve never experienced anything 
like this. No one has experienced something like this,” Smith said. “I’ll tell 
these stories 30 years from now to my kids. It’s something you’re never 
really going to get used to but it has been fun.” 

And everyone involved recognizes they’re still a long way from the finish 
line. 

“We have to make sure that we’re not becoming a public risk,” Sutter 
finished. “We weren’t doing this for the story. We’re doing this because 
we felt it would be the safest for the community, for our players, for our 
staff and for our billets. It’s a weird but safe, workable idea.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Inside how Canada’s Olympic roster selection is 
already coming together 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Feb 18, 2021  

 

The long list can’t stay long forever. 

But I will admit I was mildly surprised when Canadian Olympic men’s 
hockey GM Doug Armstrong said his management group was already 
cutting down that list of players, one year out from the 2022 Games. 

Part of the reason the management group can already be fine-tuning the 
long list is that they’ve been on Canadian Olympic calls since July (Ken 
Holland, Ron Francis, Don Sweeney and Scott Salmond from the get-go 
and Roberto Luongo joined the group after the playoffs). 

So they’ve been poring over names for seven months already. 

“This started prior to the bubble last summer,” Armstrong said 
Wednesday on our Two-Man Advantage podcast with Scott Burnside and 
yours truly. 

“We put together, actually, two teams, each guy (in the management 
group) had to put together two teams,” Armstrong said in explaining how 
the process began. “Then we sort of melded that together and we looked 
at who was in the majority, who did everybody have, and who were sort 
of the outliers that only one of us had. 

“We added that into the mix, then we started to watch the playoffs.” 

Then there were group management calls after the opening round, the 
second round and after the Stanley Cup Final. 

“Then we had everybody put another team together,” continued 
Armstrong. “Now we’ve broken the season up into quarters, and just had 
another meeting (last week). We’re getting close to the point now where 
we’re starting to take that long list into a shorter list. You can’t focus in on 
55 or 60 players all year long. You have to start making decisions.” 

Players will pop in and out of that list, but the idea is to zero in on a more 
workable number sooner rather than later. 

“I think where we are at right now, we have a majority where we probably 
have 10 or 11 locks on the team,” Armstrong said. “That leaves up to 14 
or 15 players that are in contention and there’s probably 50 guys on that 
list still. It’s just a whittling down process. 

“You want to add guys to the locks, and remove guys that are no longer 
in consideration and hope that list gets smaller and smaller.” 

For the bubble players, it’s about what’s left of this shortened season 
plus the playoffs to make that final impression, plus some may play for 
Canada at the IIHF World Championship. 

The breakout performance so far this season by St. Louis Blues forward 
Jordan Kyrou has caught Team Canada’s eye. Armstrong just wants to 
make sure his Blues lens doesn’t affect the analysis of the 22-year-old’s 
play when it comes to jumping up the list. I asked him how he handled 
that in this case. 

“What I do, is that I did bring his name up to the guys (in the 
management group), in the sense that I’m probably a little too close to 
the fire,” Armstrong said. “So I told them, ‘just keep an eye on him.’ He 
got off to a great 10-game start. Can he maintain this? If he maintains 
this, is he someone we can have interest in?” 

Armstrong then brought us back to the 2010 Olympics when a then 20-
year-old Drew Doughty surprisingly made the roster and was a stud in 
Vancouver. The point being, there is a door open for some youngsters 
despite the massive competition to make the team. 

“I was fortunate enough to be the manager of the world championship 
team that Doughty made as a 19-year-old the year before,” said 
Armstrong, also part of Steve Yzerman’s management staff for the 2010 
and 2014 Olympics. 

“We weren’t really sure if we should take him to the worlds, would it be 
too much for him? He went there and was one of the best players,” said 
Armstrong. “And then parlayed that into an Olympic roster spot in 2010. 
So there are going to be young players. I watched that (Bowen) Byram 
the last couple of nights against Vegas. There’s going to be young 
players that grab our attention that we’re not ready for. 

“It would be great for Jordan and great for me personally with my day job 
if he was one of those guys (chuckles).” 

In fact, if there’s a 2010 Olympic comparison on defence to Doughty it 
might just be Byram finding a way to climb his way up the food chain over 
the next several months. Fellow Colorado Avalanche blueliner Cale 
Makar is probably a lock, but wouldn’t it be something if the rookie Byram 
kept impressing Team Canada brass and found his way on the Olympic 
team. 

Byram, 19, played 23:07 two games ago and then 25:03 the other night, 
his usage up with some Avs regulars out on the blue line. And he took full 
advantage of it. 

In some ways, as I made the argument to Armstrong on the podcast, it’s 
freeing to a degree that by virtue of not having an NHL-participated 
Olympics since 2014 and no best-on-best event since the 2016 World 
Cup of Hockey, Team Canada’s brain trust is not nearly as beholden to 
the same number of players that helped win all those tournaments 
before. 

Normally, out of loyalty and merit, the tie would always go to the player 
that helped win an Olympic gold medal or the World Cup of Hockey. I 
always felt that played in a role in Canada’s selection for the 2006 
Olympic team after winning gold in Salt Lake City in 2002 and also 
winning the World Cup of Hockey in 2004. 

It’s hard to pass over a guy that’s helped the team win. There’s a trust 
factor there. 

And don’t get me wrong, I’m confident we’ll see Sidney Crosby, Carey 
Price and Alex Pietrangelo on the Olympic roster next year. 

But given the eight-year gap between NHL-participated Olympics, Team 
Canada isn’t nearly as beholden to anyone. It’s a new generation of 
talent taking over to some degree. 

“I think that’s very fair,” said Armstrong. “… Because we didn’t go in 2018 
(at the Olympics), we are going to be looking at a couple of guys from 
2010, a couple from 2014, but there is going to be a whole new wave of 
guys in there. 

“And I sort of look at it as who played for their national teams between 
say 2010 and 2016, 2017 at the world juniors,” added Armstrong. “That’s 
likely the majority of your group coming out of there.” 

Which going back to that logic, Armstrong said as an aside, reminds you 
how good Team USA is going to be. 

“A team like the Americans, they really started to feel the fruits of their 
labour from their program during that time frame and that’s a group we’re 
really going to have to look at,” said Armstrong. 

But for Canada, led by Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon, there 
are fresh Olympic faces coming. The question is, how deep does that 
fresh list run? 
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“On a stage this large, it’s going to be a brand new group; or not a totally 
brand new group, but the majority of the guys will be new,” Armstrong 
said. 

As it should be. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Joe Thornton playing key role in Maple Leafs' success 
since return 

Thornton has silenced doubters with play since return from injury 

Shawn McKenzie and Chris Johnston break down the latest Toronto 
Maple Leafs win over the Ottawa Senators, including why Joe Thornton 
deserves a lot of credit for the success of the team lately. 

 

Chris Johnston February 19, 2021, 12:46 AM 

 

TORONTO -- If Joe Thornton was the second-oldest player in another 
league, they wouldn’t have let him anywhere near the playing surface for 
his third game in four nights after a month on the sidelines nursing a 
fractured rib. 

They’d have called it load management and deemed it a mandatory night 
off. 

But hockey’s culture hasn’t fully come around on a practice that’s 
become standard operating procedure elsewhere and Thornton is above 
all else a hockey player. So there he was Thursday, 24 hours after 
playing a season-high 18:15, and wouldn’t you know it he was chiselling 
another entry into the Toronto Maple Leafs' record book. 

Thornton became the oldest player in franchise history to register a 
three-point night during a 7-3 victory over the Ottawa Senators and he 
needed only the first period to do it. His inspired run alongside Auston 
Matthews and Mitchell Marner continued with a goal and two assists 
before the intermission, bumping the Leafs ‘smiles per 60’ rate in the 
process. 

“It’s a blast,” Matthews said of playing with Thornton. “He’s a buzzsaw, 
he never stops.” 

Thornton has an enviable seat to watch two of the game’s most 
electrifying players, but he’s been no passenger. His movement is more 
economical than what you get from Marner and Matthews, tightly fixed to 
the area around the net in the offensive end, and it’s allowing the Leafs to 
put opponents in the blender. 

There was skepticism, if not outright derision, when head coach Sheldon 
Keefe announced on the first day of training camp that Thornton would 
be getting top-line reps in Toronto. 

Go back and dig up the takes: They ranged from “this will only be 
temporary” to “this is just a distraction,” without much along the lines of 
“this should work wonderfully” mixed in. 

Remaining Time -3:18 

Matthews happy with how line with Marner, Thornton created chemistry 

Except here we are more than five weeks into the season and the Leafs 
top the NHL with a 13-3-2 record. Were Keefe inclined, he could have 
easily bumped Thornton down the lineup while easing him in after a 10-
game absence but instead he went back to the original plan -- seeing him 
contribute to eight Toronto goals in nine periods against the Senators this 
week. 

“It’s just easy to play with him,” Matthews said. “As we play more and 
more games and practice and get more touches with each other, the 
chemistry seems to get better. We just want to keep that going.” 

They are generating 65 per cent of the expected goals while playing 
together and 88 per cent of the actual ones that have gone in the net 
across 85 minutes. It obviously helps to be skating with Marner, the 
NHL’s third-leading scorer with 27 points, not to mention its most 
dangerous sniper in Matthews, who has a ridiculous 16 goals to show for 
his 17 games. 

But Thornton’s ability to win pucks back in transition and extend offensive 
zone shifts with possession have factored into the success, too. Plus 
there’s the legendary passing ability that’s already secured his eventual 
spot in the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

That line set the tone in the rubber match of a three-game set with 
Ottawa that had been much tighter than the Leafs cared for through the 
first two games. 

“I just thought they had a lot of motion, a lot of movement,” Keefe said. 
“They were very much in sync in terms of how they supported one 
another and how they moved the puck. And then of course just the 
skillset that goes with all of those elements.” 

Remaining Time -5:43 

Matthews nets two as Maple Leafs beat Senators 

Thornton’s three points bumped his season total to eight in his first eight 
games with the Leafs. At 41 years and 231 days, he wiped away Carl 
Brewer’s Jan. 7, 1980 record for the oldest Toronto player to have that 
many points in a game (Brewer was 41 years, 78 days). 

“It’s unbelievable, both what he brings in the locker-room and on the ice 
is huge for us,” said teammate William Nylander. “A lot to learn from the 
guy. He’s performing every night.” 

Thornton could prove to be big value for a cap team this season while 
playing on a league-minimum $700,000 contract. Of most importance to 
the Leafs in the near term is how much jump he had following the painful 
rib injury, and how well he navigated the busy schedule upon his return. 

It was clear Keefe didn’t feel the need to keep him on a pitch count. He 
saw 39 total shifts in the Wednesday and Thursday games. 

“I felt fine,” Thornton said. “I think it’s good for me to get a bunch of 
games in a row like this and just kind of get my timing back. I like rolling 
every other night and playing lots of games so I think it’s actually going to 
help me.” 

Hockey players are a different breed and they don’t make too many like 
Thornton. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.19.2021 

1203262 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Flames at another crossroads after rough ending to 
Canucks series 

 

Eric Francis February 18, 2021, 7:03 PM 

 

The coach questioned his players’ give-a-crap meter. 

The fans are questioning the coach. 

The players must be questioning one another. 

So many questions surround the same old storylines for a Calgary 
Flames core that has had its intestinal fortitude and commitment 
questioned for years. 
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Nothing new here. 

The latest tempest in a teapot surrounds a 5-1 beatdown by the 
Vancouver Canucks that finished without any apparent pushback or 
emotion late in the proceedings. Outplayed in three of four games 
against a scuffling opponent coach Geoff Ward said afterwards, “it’s time 
for us to start giving a s--- about it.” 

Former Flame Rhett Warrener took it a step further on Sportsnet 960 The 
Fan’s morning show Thursday when he offered up a familiar refrain to 
blow up the core, equating it to the Flames team he played for in 2007-08 
that has nothing to show for a group that included Miikka Kiprusoff, 
Jarome Iginla, Robyn Regehr and Owen Nolan. 

“These guys keep proving they’re not a win at all costs team,” said 
Warrener. 

It’s a long-running debate in Calgary where several current players have 
questioned the team’s compete level following any number of horrific 
starts over the last few weeks. 

It’s a legitimate concern when, at this level, players aren’t putting forth a 
compete level befitting the money they’re paid. 

And so, the fans lose their minds, the media asks tougher questions and 
the players try to pinpoint the problems and address how they’ll improve. 

So far, they’ve paid little more than lip service to fixing what ails them the 
most – inconsistency. 

It has certainly been a while since there’s been this much noise following 
a stretch in which the team has won four of six. 

But in that stretch, the lads have peppered their play with significant 
stretches that have seen them outshot by 14 or more shots to open a 
game. 

One of the more troubling issues surrounding the team has been its lack 
of identity, which players were asked to peg on Thursday. 

Captain Mark Giordano and Milan Lucic both said they believe their team 
is a “checking team that can score.” 

Despite the depth of their forward ranks, the team ranks 21st in goals per 
game and certainly isn’t known for its tenacity or doggedness. At least 
not consistently, which, again, is the crux of the Flames’ problems. 

“It’s not that the team doesn’t give a crap, it’s that we need to find 
consistency in how hard we work - that’s a totally different issue for me 
than not giving a crap,” said Ward, clarifying his emotional response a 
night earlier. 

“(Wednesday) night we had a tough night at the office, and we have to 
treat it the right way. I’m not sending out the message that I don’t believe 
in the team anymore or that we’re in trouble. As a bottom line in the 
game of hockey if you’re not prepared to win battles and win races it’s 
tough to win games, and that comes from work ethic and compete level. 
So when we’re looking for a place to start to get out of this that’s where 
we need to start.” 

Well aware of the predictable criticism they’d wake up to Thursday, the 
Flames practised with a noted intensity as Johnny Gaudreau’s playlist 
cranked out the likes of Uncle Kracker at the Dome. 

Keeping it light is seen as key in times like these, but the lads admitted 
afterwards they are indeed at a critical juncture with the Oilers on the 
slate the next two nights. 

“This is a huge moment in our season for us,” said Matthew Tkachuk, 
who admitted he too would like to have seen a little more abrasiveness 
late in Wednesday’s shellacking. 

“We’re going to get up for this game – it will be impossible not to. I think 
we have to show to one another we’re going to be ready from the drop of 
the puck. These next few games will show a lot, and tell us a lot about 
ourselves and what we have and where we are trending.” 

Sure will, especially since they’ll play one of these two without their 
human safety net, Jacob Markstrom. 

Oh, and with their lines in a blender. 

“It’s not the first time it has happened, it seems like it’s a little bit of a 
common theme the last couple years but we’ve been able to get out of it 
with some stretches,” said Tkachuk of their latest mental slide 

“It needs to become a tough team to play against every night, not every 
other night. At least live with the fact if you’re not winning every game 
you’re competing from the first minute to the last minute. I just want to be 
a competitive team every night and be the hardest team to play against in 
our division.” 

If they can do it, there’s hope, as this is still one of the division’s top 
teams, if only on paper. 

“We have a great team - the talent on our team, we’re right up there with 
anyone, and we have one of the best goalie tandems” said Giordano,” 
listing the type of ingredients that make their situation so frustrating. 

“In the room we have a great group with guys who really like being 
together.” 

Is it too comfortable? Too cushy? 

Just two more questions to add to the list. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 7 takeaways from NHL's first quarter: From goal trends to 
breakouts 

In this edition of Ask The Panel, fans want to know which Senators 
prospect could be traded and which team is the best out of the four 
divisional leaders. 

 

Rory Boylen February 18, 2021, 12:33 PM 

 

Hard to believe that five weeks have passed and we've eclipsed the 
quarter mark of the NHL season. 

In this shortened year, we don't have as much time to let things settle 
and start forming opinions on players and teams. GMs, too, have to 
figure out their plans in a much shorter window, and in a situation that 
won't make doing business easy. 

So with the first quarter behind us, here are a look at a few takeaways 
from what we've seen so far, from goal trends, to trade candidates, 
breakout players and more. 

Get used to the idea of points percentage, not points, deciding playoff 
seeding 

It's a crazy year, right? The season is just 56 games long so games are 
packed in, and because of the divisional schedule the only teams that will 
play any games outside of those loops are the four playoff semifinalists. 

Depending on how things go in the coming months, the final standings 
could look stranger than ever, too. Since some teams have had to pause 
their seasons due to COVID-19 protocols, the NHL has had to postpone 
and reschedule a number of games already. Just this week a massively 
long list of rescheduled games was tweeted out by the league (We have 
a full tracker of every change here.) 

Schedules are already tightened. New Jersey, for example, has 47 
games scheduled over the next 82 days after they had to shutdown for 
two weeks. So what happens if the league simply runs out of calendar 
space to add more rescheduled games? 
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We're not there yet. The regular season was scheduled to end on May 8 
and playoffs to begin May 11, but Sportsnet's Chris Johnston had 
previously reported that the league could delay both those dates an extra 
week if it had to use the time to finish the regular season. We've already 
seen two games (Stars-Lightning, Flyers-Devils) rescheduled for May 10, 
but so far those are the only ones to go past the original end-of-season 
date. There is still some wiggle room. 

But what if more games have to be postponed and rescheduled and 
those "buffer" dates get used up? We could be in a situation where not 
every team gets to 56 games, and some postponed games without 
playoff implications may just never get played. 

"I think you want to get everybody as close to 56 as possible but, say for 
example, Colorado is in the playoffs and San Jose isn't and they have a 
game they have to make up. Do you really have to make it up?" asked 
Elliotte Friedman this week. 

All that could lead to an interesting finish to the season. If there is a 
division that doesn't need to use that extra week, would their playoffs 
start early? And, if not every team gets to 56 games, points percentage 
would decide how things are ordered. 

We're not there yet and hopefully never get there, but this should be in 
the back of your mind now. 

Players who are breaking out... 

Relatively small sample sizes be damned, it's time to make some 
declarations on a few players we've deemed as "breaking out." 

Maxime Comtois, Anaheim: There isn't much scoring going on in 
Anaheim these days, but Comtois is at least a nice story to hang the hat 
on. He leads the Ducks with seven goals and nine points in 16 games – 
he's scored 29 per cent of Anaheim's goals. His ice time is beginning to 
creep up, too, and when Comtois is out there at 5-on-5, Anaheim is 
outscoring its opponents 9-5, the best goals for percentage on the team – 
not bad on a team that's minus-10. His shooting percentage might drop a 
tick from 25, but his opportunity is increasing and the Ducks need one of 
their younger players to have this type of arrival. 

Jordan Kyrou, St. Louis: It was only a matter of time. Kyrou had been 
tracking this way since a 94-point OHL season turned into a 109-point 
OHL season turned into a point-per-game AHL player. Now, at 22, he 
has 14 points in 16 games, has easily carved out a top-six role in 
Vladimir Tarasenko's absence and barely any of his production has been 
the result of power-play time – Kyrous sits eighth in the league with 13 
even strength points, tied with Nicklas Backstrom. 

Conor Garland, Arizona: Depending on how you measure these things, 
Garland has maybe already broken out. After all, he scored 22 goals a 
season ago. But I'm including him on this list because he might have yet 
another step in him. Garland has six goals and 14 points in 15 games to 
lead the Coyotes and he's been consistent in his production, not going 
longer than two games without a point yet. 

Carter Verhaeghe, Florida: Sure, Verhaeghe is probably benefitting from 
having some decent linemates in Florida's top six, but that doesn't 
explain everything about his hot start. In his first NHL season last year 
with Tampa Bay, Verhaeghe scored nine times in 52 games, playing 
limited minutes. But his goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 was fifth on the 
team, behind only Tampa's best offensive players. Now, with many more 
minutes coming his way, Verhaeghe's counting numbers are ticking up. 
He likely won't continue at a 40-goal pace, but he should be able to keep 
most of this production going and have a fine breakout at 25 years old. 

Kevin Lankinen, Chicago: What on earth is going on in Chicago? They're 
half decent! And undrafted 25-year-old goalie Lankinen a big reason for 
that. One of the worst defensive outfits last year, it hasn't been much 
better for the 'Hawks in 2021. They allow the most shots against per 
game, fifth-most scoring chances per game and yet Chicago has a plus-1 
team goal differential. Lankinen is pulling a Connor Hellebuyck here, near 
the league lead in save percentage (.931), goals-against average (2.29) 
and wins (7) behind one of the leakier defences out there. Goalies are 

voodoo, so we'll see how this plays out in the long run, but this is a heck 
of a start. (Honourable mention in Chicago to another undrafted rookie, 
Pius Suter.) 

Transactions are through the roof 

CapFriendly is every hockey writer's best friend and they've been 
working in overdrive this season. As teams throughout the league over-
manufacture incremental bits of salary cap space by moving contracts to 
the taxi squad and back (to keep as much flexibility, especially around 
the trade deadline, as possible) the sheer amount of transactions this 
year will surely set a record. 

The weird trade market and candidates to go 

Speaking of transactions, while trading is more difficult this season, 
especially between American and Canadian teams, we should note that 
seven trades were made through the first five weeks of 2019-20 and 
through the first five weeks of this season there have been six trades. 

What that means for the trade deadline, we'll see. Teams may have to, at 
least, make decisions on buying, selling and to what degree of either a 
little bit earlier than usual, especially if a partner on the other side of the 
border is eager. With the trade deadline set for April 12, more moves 
could come before then because, if a two-week quarantine is still 
mandatory after arriving in Canada, a deadline day acquisition would only 
be able to join his new team for roughly two weeks at the end of the 
season. 

That's just not enough time. 

No matter what the dynamics of the deadline end up being, the fact is 
trades between two teams on the same side of the border should be able 
to go ahead as usual. Here is where the all-Canadian division could be at 
a disadvantage, since any of those types of deals would have to be made 
with direct competitors. At least American teams have more options. 

As teams begin to settle, roles become hardened and the quarter-mark 
passes, we're beginning to get an idea of whose name could be heard 
often around trade speculation. 

Sam Bennett, Calgary: He's stated a desire to move on, but this is tricky. 
He's a third-line grinder who doesn't put up much in the way of regular-
season numbers so it's hard to see him bringing Calgary a notable return. 
At the same time, he's been a valuable playoff performer for them, and 
that's all that matters to Calgary this season. He's also the kind of player 
the Flames would happily leave unprotected to the Seattle expansion 
draft. 

Mikael Granlund, Nashville: Truthfully, a number of Predators players 
could be listed here. What a disaster. Seventh in the Central in points 
and points percentage with a minus-16 goal differential, the Preds may 
have to be unplanned sellers. Whether they go big with that in-season or 
wait for the off-season to blow it up, we'll see. Speaking to The Athletic 
earlier this month, David Poile said: "I know I held on to the belief that we 
were closer with the (2017-18) team and hardly made any changes 
because of that belief. But with two years of a little bit of a downward 
trend with approximately the same team, I changed coaches, and we've 
now changed a significant amount of players. The team is clearly going in 
a different direction, so we're just going to have to see how it plays out." 

Travis Dermott, Toronto: If the Leafs are seeking another forward to 
perhaps play in the top-six, the best, moveable asset they have to get 
that might be Dermott. He's not playing a ton of minutes and has a 
contract that expires this summer which will be difficult to extend with the 
cap constraints. The thing is depth is so important, maybe more so this 
season, and especially on the blue line. It can evaporate in a second, 
and it may turn out the Leafs need Dermott more than another forward. 

Adam Gaudette, Vancouver: Along with Jake Virtanen, these are the two 
players most likely to go if the Canucks stay stuck in the mud and just 
need a shakeup. 

Taylor Hall, Buffalo: I hate to say it because I really wanted this to work 
out, but as the Sabres dropped three in a row to move to the bottom of 
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their division, it's time to start wondering about Hall and his one-year 
deal. He wants to play in the playoffs – which made Buffalo an odd 
choice for a UFA – and he might yet get it. If the Sabres aren't in it, they 
can't go beyond the deadline and not get anything for Hall ahead of him 
becoming a free agent again. It's too early for this talk to have picked up 
yet, but if things don't turn around fast this is headed towards a trade. 

When the Columbus-Winnipeg blockbuster trade was made, it was 
supposed to settle a few uneasy situations, right? 

Pierre-Luc Dubois wanted out of Columbus and got his wish, as did 
Patrik Laine in his desire to eventually leave Winnipeg. Jack Roslovic 
didn't have a contract with the Jets and there was no easy way to see 
how he'd fit there, in a desired top-six role, so moving him to his 
hometown of Columbus was a natural fit. 

Roslovic, funny enough, has been the most successful of the bunch so 
far with four goals and 10 points in 10 games. Dubois has been injured. 
Laine has been interesting. 

In just his fourth game with the team, Laine was given a lesson in how 
things are done in Columbus when John Tortorella benched him for a 
period and a half after Laine "verbally disrespected" a member of the 
staff on the bench. A big deal was made out of that but, we should note, 
Laine has led all Columbus forwards in ice time in two of the three games 
since the benching and is on a three-game point streak. 

CBJ Radio · February 11, 2021 John Tortorella Pregame Interview at 
Chicago 

"It kind of ran wild after it all went down when Patty didn't play at all in the 
third period," Tortorella told Bob McElligott of Blue Jackets radio network. 
"It went crazy. We've had the conversation as a team, we've had the 
conversation with Patty in front of the team, all the things that come with 
it and it's really turned into a nice process of a new guy understanding 
how we expect things. 

"Also listening to him. I learned from Patty also in his thoughts to me after 
this happened. That's an important part. Early on in my career I didn't 
have much time to listen. I need to listen to the athletes. We can ask 
them to do this that and the other thing – this is a 22-year-old kid. We 
need to listen to them also. I learned from him in this process. No one 
wants to get all the media attention it got – I didn't like what they were 
saying about him at all, about him being a lazy player or he didn't play 
hard enough – that's not the reason you're benching people. There are 
so many things that happened. 

"We went through a process together and I think we're all going to be 
better." 

It's been a bit of a mixed bag with how Laine has fit in. He's scored four 
goals and six points in seven games so the offence is there, and he even 
had his first NHL fight – something he nearly had in his one game with 
Winnipeg this season. So he looks as engaged as you want, and maybe 
even more so. The Blue Jackets have also been outshot and outscored 
with Laine on the ice at 5-on-5, though, so it's not been perfect. 

Remaining Time -1:10 

Laine gets dropped hard in fight against Hagel 

A major factor in determining who wins this trade in the long run might 
just depend on which guy re-signs with the team that acquired him. If 
Dubois stays in Winnipeg and Laine leaves Columbus, the Jets likely 
come out on top, and vice-versa – though Roslovic is a nice chip for 
Columbus, too. 

Laine will be an RFA with arbitration rights this summer and only two 
years away from being UFA eligible. Signing him to a long-term 
extension would give great peace of mind to an organization that has 
seen a handful of stars choose to leave in recent years. Part of his 
frustration in Winnipeg was a lack of top-line minutes so where this 
relationship goes next is one of the top on-ice storylines with off-ice 
implications. 

Goal trends 

If you only watched North Division games (and let's be honest, that's 
most of Canada these days) you might think the NHL is trending towards 
a 1980s-esque season in terms of offence. 

Not exactly so. 

During 2018-19 I wrote an early-season analysis of goal trends because 
offence was up. It was very early, but teams were averaging 3.2 goals 
per game in the first stretch of the season. We noted that defences were 
bound to clamp down as the months went on – historically that's what 
happens – and so goals were going to fall down again eventually. 

But we also noted that, because power-play conversion rates were up so 
high and save percentages were dropping, the buffer might be solid 
enough to make 2018-19 the first season where teams averaged 3.00 
goals per game or more since 1993-94 – just before the Dead Puck Era 
kicked into high gear. 

It didn't quite happen. It nearly did. Each of the past two seasons have 
finished with an average of 2.98 goals per game, the highest rates of the 
salary-cap era. 

Average shots per game have been over 31 three years in a row for the 
first time since the '70s, league-average save percentage has been 
dropping since 2015-16 and power-play success rates are better than 
they've been since the 1980s. 

So what are we seeing this season compared to the two previous? With 
a lot of help from the incredible team at Sportsnet Stats, here's a look: 

*This season captures a smaller number of games 

You might be surprised to learn that, league wide, goals are actually 
trending down in 2021. 

As you see, power-play opportunities are up this season, and success 
rates along with it. Whether or not goal averages recover instead of 
decline might depend on how whistle-happy the refs are over the next 
three quarters. 

But, again, goals historically come down as the season goes on and 
defences get tighter. This season is starting with a lower goal average 
than last year finished and shot rates are lower than they've been in five 
years. 

What's interesting is how different these numbers are by division. This is 
why, if all you watch is the North Division, you might be surprised at the 
league-wide goal trend. Again, from SN Stats: 

Is it no longer "too early" to have a read on the Florida Panthers? 

Count me among those skeptical of Florida's hot start. 

After their season was delayed they didn't lose their first game in 
regulation until Feb. 7 (their ninth game), but they also weren't playing 
the best in their division. All of those early games came against 
Columbus, Chicago, Nashville and Detroit, as the real tests in Tampa 
Bay, Carolina and Dallas were to come. 

Well, now the Panthers may be for real. 

Within the past week, Florida took two of three from Tampa and then 
fought back from a 2-0 deficit to beat the Hurricanes. Florida is now 10-2-
2 and first place in the Central Division by both points percentage and 
actual points. 

They've cut down enormously on their high-danger chances against – 
they were seventh-worst in that stat last season and are currently third-
best by that measure. Carter Verhaeghe has been a great story, 
Jonathan Huberdeau is making plays like this... 

...and Chris Driedger, who makes $9.15 million less than Sergei 
Bobrovsky, has been the better performer and earned the last two wins 
against Tampa and Carolina. 
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Next week will bring another test with games against Dallas and 
Carolina, but it's getting harder to turn away from the idea that, in this 
strange season, the Florida Panthers could be that surprise team that 
turns out better than anyone believed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Nurse emerging as homegrown leader creating 
stability in Edmonton 

 

Mark Spector February 18, 2021, 3:59 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s fair to look at 26-year-old father-to-be Darnell Nurse, 
the "A” that rotates on and off of his sweater, and surmise that he should 
be taking on a leadership role in Edmonton. After all, he’s been there his 
whole career — six seasons and 368 games. 

But then you realize that his own teammates don’t even know which 
nickname he prefers: “Nursey,” as Connor McDavid calls him, or “Doc,” a 
clever riff off of his surname. 

“Doc, for sure,” Nurse said. “It’s just the easy way to call me Nursey. Doc 
is a better nickname.” 

You’d think that in all of those meetings, those hundreds of dressing 
room interactions, the flights, the practices, that Nurse could have slid 
little factoid in somewhere with his teammates. Well, the truth is, there 
has always been a brighter fire burning in Edmonton. 

This isn’t Boston, right? Where young players arrive and simply have to 
keep their eyes and ears open to ingest how a functional, successful, 
sustainable hockey program operates. Then when it is their turn to lead, 
the osmosis has left them so well-armed they just slide into the role. 

Here in Edmonton, they haven’t had a Patrice Bergeron or Zdeno Chara 
since Kevin Lowe and Mark Messier split for New York City some 30 
years ago — despite efforts to import players who shared a dressing 
room with those highly regarded, Cup-winning wearers of the spoked "B." 

It never worked. 

“Trying to bring in outside leadership, older guys who come in to lead 
from different situations. Well-known around the league,” recalled Nurse. 
“It’s tough to bring in someone from the outside and make them an 
instant leader. They haven’t been around; they don’t know the city; they 
don’t know what a lot of guys in the organization have been through here. 

“It was definitely important for us as a group to take that role and make it 
something that was important to all of us. It’s important that … leadership 
comes from within the organization.” 

And so we can say now with certainty: No matter what happens with this 
edition of the Edmonton Oilers — be they playoff heroes or regular-
season bums — they have established a proper, functional dressing 
room, with Nurse, Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins primarily at the helm. Four players who have survived the lack of 
stewardship, at times, the dysfunctionality and the losing in this ravenous 
Canadian market that applies more pressure than a hydraulic vice. 

Nurse may be mostly self-taught, but at 26 he’s figured it out. His game 
has stabilized, he has risen to the challenge of being his team’s No. 1 
defenceman with Oscar Klefbom lost to injury, and he is an integral cog 
of a mechanism the Oilers have not had in years: Stability. 

After a recent 6-5 loss to the Winnipeg Jets in which Edmonton’s 
defensive miscues came faster than a McDavid zone entry, Nurse spoke 
over Bluetooth en route to practice. 

How does this leadership group handle the practice after that loss, we 
asked? 

“You can come in and huff and puff, or you can come in and work and 
get ready for (the next game),” said Nurse, who sits fifth in scoring by 
defencemen with six goals and seven assists. “You don’t need to throw it 
anyone’s face — we’re all grown men here. You’ve got to come in, put on 
the hard hat and get back to work. 

“There have been times in the past where we played like that, gave up 
too much, and everyone comes in feeling badly for themselves, in a 
crummy mood. That’s not the type of environment we want to have. You 
push yourself to be better each and every day. That’s the goal, the 
message we want to have.” 

The next game was a defensively responsible 3-2 win over the Jets. The 
train was back on the tracks — one loss hadn’t turned into two, then four, 
then five of six — and Nurse, who comes from what has become 
Canada’s first family of exceptional athletes, quietly went back to his 
business. 

“Being a leader on a team is unique,” he said. “You’re playing on a team 
with, this year, 29 different personalities. You gotta get a personal 
relationship with each guy, and every guy is different. You want your 
teammates to be like family, and leaders are able to interact and know 
the guys around them really well. That’s something I try to do. 

“Then,” he continued, “it’s just work. You always think you’re working 
hard — coming into the league I always thought I was one of the hardest 
workers — but over the course of the quarantine and last summer, I 
showed myself that there is a whole other level of hard work to get to.” 

For Nurse, the Oilers are the micro picture. The macro is that he is 
suddenly being mentioned in conversations about Canada’s 2022 
Olympic team. (Yes, really.) Or that he is a Black man emerging in a 
white man's game at a time when the game is seeking exactly who he is 
and what he brings. 

Is he ready for that burden? 

Remaining Time -1:48 

Oilers Roundup: Comeback falls short in barn-burner with Jets 

“I want to be someone kids can look up to and see themselves in. 
Jarome Iginla was a hero of mine, because I looked at Jarome and he 
looked like me,” he said. “I think that’s important … getting more people 
of colour within the game of hockey. And not just Black people. Look at 
Yamo, Juj, Bearsy (Kailer Yamamoto, Jujhar Khaira and Ethan Bear) — 
these are people representing different colours and different cultures. It’s 
important that we’re good representatives of this game and our cultures. 

“I want to be, one day, a guy kids can look up to and see themselves in.” 

What helped with Iginla was, he was a flawless player destined for the 
Hall of Fame. Scouts never spoke about the things Iginla “couldn’t do,” 
the way they have with Nurse, over the years. 

One NHL scout’s assessment went like this: “Great character guy, 
physical player, athletic, can skate, good skills. On a championship team, 
he can be an important player, but he can’t be your best defenceman. 

“I don’t think this offence is really what he is. I like him more as a 
defender.” 

I know a former assistant GM who promised that trading Nurse would be 
his first move if he ever got the GM job in Edmonton. But then there is 
this Eastern Conference scout, who has had the Oilers as part of his 
territory since the day Nurse broke into the league. 

“I see a step in his maturity. A little more responsibility in all sides of the 
game. He used to be all power and skating, Now, there’s more thinking,” 
the scout said, before giving an example: 

“Look at the progression of, let’s say (Victor) Hedman. You could see the 
superstar in him some nights, but lapses on the others. Now, he is what 
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he is — a Norris (and Conn Smythe) Trophy winner — and it was 
between 25-30 that he really became the dominant player he is now. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“Nurse is, what? Twenty-six? He’s taken a step. He knows the league 
well now, and he doesn’t have to run around and show everyone he’s 
tough. Everyone knows that, so now he can just play.” 

That’s what Nurse says when you ask him. He is just playing now, not 
dwelling on mistakes, not caring about the past, not worried anymore 
about what he “can’t” do. 

Here in Edmonton, for Nurse, it has become about what he can do. As it 
turns out, the latter file is filling out nicely, as Nurse helps his team 
remain a playoff contender despite losing its top D-man and minutes 
leader in Klefbom. 

“We were looking for somebody to step up and take that responsibility,” 
head coach Dave Tippett said. “He stepped in and said, ‘I’m the guy.’” 

It’s been a while since they had that guy here in Edmonton. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.19.2021 

1203265 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / McDavid hits milestone as Oilers and Jets continue to 
entertain 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — Sometimes you get sick of watching two teams play 
each other in this new NHL schedule. Personally, I never need to see 
Arizona and St. Louis play each other ever again. 

But the Edmonton Oilers and the Winnipeg Jets? How about a playoff 
series, please? 

There is something about these two teams that makes for fabulously 
watchable hockey, whether they’re playing a 6-5 game like the Jets won 
on Monday, or a 3-2 nail-biter like the one Edmonton gutted out on 
Wednesday. 

“Those are the playoff-type of games we have to learn how to win,” said 
Leon Draisaitl, who had two goals. “I don’t know if I’d consider tonight a 
playoff game, with all the penalties, but those are the tough ones to win. 
The ones we want to win, 3-2, 2-1. We did a good job.” 

This game overcame the officiating, as referees Michael Markovic and 
Brad Meier blew a few calls, then got caught over-managing the game. In 
the end, Edmonton had six power plays to Winnipeg’s five, and no one 
left the building happy with the zebras. 

Nice Round Numbers 

On the night that was all about Connor McDavid scoring his 500th career 
point in game No. 369 — exactly as fast as Sidney Crosby conquered the 
same feat — Draisaitl also nabbed career point No. 450, while Dave 
Tippett won his 600th career game as an NHL head coach. 

“It’s a little milestone I guess. A little thing along the way here, which is 
nice,” said McDavid. “To feel some of the reaction from my teammates, 
friends and family, it’s always special. I appreciate the support… And, 
onward.” 

Remaining Time -0:30 

McDavid reacts to reaching 500 career points 

Tippett was asked if he ever steps back and smells the roses of having a 
front row seat to watch the game’s next legendary performer make his 
way through what will be a Hall of Fame career. Here in Edmonton, many 
accuse themselves of getting a little blasé to all of Wayne Gretzky’s 
accomplishments back in the ‘80s. Tippett says he appreciates 
McDavid’s superiority every day — when he calculates the stats that he 
keeps. 

“I’ve been doing these different kind of stats for a long time,” Tippett 
began. “I’ve had some pretty good teams. In Dallas we had Mike 
Modano, with (Bill) Guerin, (Jason) Arnott and (Pierre) Turgeon — some 
real good players. And I’ve never seen anything like it in the stats that I 
keep. Not even close. 

“And the players who play with him? They seem like they do a little better 
(also).” 

McDavid opened the scoring with a feed to Jesse Puljujarvi, who sniped 
a wicked puck past Connor Hellebuyck for McDavid's 500th, and 
Puljujarvi’s fourth in his past six games. Then McDavid got an assist on 
Draisaitl’s power-play game-winner. 

“It’s been a pleasure to be a part of it for the last two years,” goalie Mike 
Smith said of the Connor McDavid Show here in Edmonton. “I’ve played 
against him for a few years now. It’s nice to be on this side of the 
highlight-reel goals.” 

What makes McDavid McDavid? 

“His speed, the way he can change directions,” began Smith. “Every 
game there’s a highlight-reel something, where you look down the bench, 
or shake your head when you’re playing. ‘Did you see that?’” 

Remaining Time -1:04 

Smith happy Oilers 'stuck with it' in gritty effort 

McDavid would prefer a root canal to talking about his latest 
accomplishment, though he did say he’d call his Mom on Thursday, and 
likely debrief on the win with his Dad over the phone Wednesday night. 

“I know he doesn’t look at milestones like that much,” said Tippett, “but 
later on in life he’ll look back and be proud. He wants the team milestone 
ahead of the individual milestone. That’s what he’s striving for.” 

Betcha Lost 

“Take the over,” they said. 

“The over/under is set at 6.5,” they advised. “These two teams have 
combined for 28 goals scored in the three games they’ve played this 
season. That’s a 5-4 game every night!” 

Well, for the first time this season the Jets and Oilers produced less than 
seven goals in a game. And that, folks, is how Vegas was built. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Deflecting Criticism 

Players are going to make mistakes, and every game isn’t going to be a 
defensive gem. Coaches realize that, and so do we. 

But an issue in Edmonton — going back to their Qualifying Round ouster 
at the hands of Chicago — is net-front play, especially when it comes to 
deflection goals. It’s been too easy to stand there and tip pucks past the 
Oilers’ goalies, as Mathieu Perreault and Blake Wheeler did in Monday’s 
6-5 Jets win, and the Blackhawks did seemingly at will in the summer. 

The Oilers cleaned that up in Wednesday’s rematch, but it will be a focus 
for a while yet. 
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“We need to be harder in front of our net. There are some goals goin’ in 
where we’re in the right position… We’re there, but we’re not there,” 
Tippett said. “There just has to be a more physical element to compete in 
front of our net, and I think we’ll take some goals against away.” 

The Jets scored two deflection goals Monday that made Tippett’s point. 
“On both of those deflections we’ve got a guy standing right next to the 
guy that’s deflecting the puck,” he said. 

Kyle Turris was derelict on Perreault’s high-slot tip, while rookie Evan 
Bouchard stood by as Wheeler deflected home the winner just above 
Mikko Koskinen’s crease. 

So what does a D-man do? You can’t just cross-check guys, like it’s 20 
years ago. 

“Well, you can crosscheck a little bit still. They still let you get away with a 
little bit,” allowed Darnell Nurse. “It’s hard, but … you know when pucks 
are coming from the point. If they get through clean, our goalies are 
going to take care of it 90 per cent of the time. 

“It’s important to find that stick and get under them,” he said. “A light tap 
on the stick can go a long way when trying to take away a guy’s tipping 
options. There are times when they’re tipping pucks and we’re standing 
beside guys. We have to be better in that department.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Scheifele putting in work to become multifaceted 
threat in NHL 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG — When it comes to Mark Scheifele, the ability to pile up 
points at an impressive rate has never been an issue. 

So when you see the Winnipeg Jets top centre leading his team in points 
and sitting fifth in the NHL scoring derby — behind only the likes of 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Mitch Marner and Patrick Kane — with 
eight goals and 22 points through 16 games, it comes as little surprise. 

Scheifele is riding an eight-game point streak following Wednesday’s 3-2 
loss to the Edmonton Oilers, which is an impressive feat in itself. 

Even for the most gifted offensive players, the ability to produce on a 
consistent basis is no easy task. 

The big storyline surrounding Scheifele this season revolved around how 
he would handle the spotlight in the North Division, that additional glare 
that comes with 10 games against Auston Matthews and nine against the 
dynamic duo of McDavid and Draisaitl, to highlight a few of the other 
headliners. 

With just over a quarter of the season in the books — and the Jets taking 
Thursday off before resuming their four-game road trip Friday against the 
Vancouver Canucks — this was a good time to revisit the subject, look 
under the hood and weigh in on the early returns. 

Scheifele is more than holding up his share of the bargain when it comes 
to what he’s been able to generate for himself and his linemates. 

This is the fifth consecutive season Scheifele is running at more than a 
point-per-game pace. 
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Neal Pionk impressing Jets teammates more and more each game 

Because of his vision and passing ability, Scheifele is often viewed first 
and foremost as a playmaker, but he’s a multifaceted threat because of 
his rapid release and accurate shot. 

One of the other areas of his game that Scheifele has worked incredibly 
hard at is his ability to protect the puck down low, using his strength and 
body position to buy time and space for plays to develop. 

Below the goal-line in the offensive zone, he’s become very difficult to 
handle. 

“I don’t know. Nothing,” said Jets centre Paul Stastny, asked what has 
stood out in Scheifele’s game during the eight-game point streak. “He 
plays a consistent game every night, whether he’s out there with the top 
line or we’re playing with 11 forwards and he’s out there with the fourth 
unit. He doesn’t change his game. He hunts the puck, he’s after the puck 
and he wants the puck all the time. When you’re playing well like that, 
you’re creating chances, you’re creating turnovers and the puck seems to 
find you.” 

The bulk of Scheifele’s production has come at even strength, with only 
six points coming with the man-advantage. 

Don’t be misled by that stat either. 

While Scheifele is getting used to a new position on the power play — 
the spot previously occupied by Patrik Laine on the left-wing half-wall — 
that change has already been a positive one because it allows him to 
touch the puck more. 

Although his release was certainly a weapon in the high slot, it required a 
pin-point pass and was easier for the opposition penalty killers to take 
away. 

Jets captain Blake Wheeler remains the primary facilitator on the Jets’ 
top unit, the puck is flowing readily through Scheifele. 

“Just playing that half wall on the power play, he feels (the puck) a lot 
more,” said Stastny, who has moved into the spot in the slot that 
previously belonged to Scheifele. “It helps build that confidence early in 
the game, when we do get a power play, whether we score or we don’t 
score. From there, he takes those touches and he’s feeling good about 
his game and he just continues it throughout the rest of the game.” 

Scheifele’s shot continues to be a threat, look no further than Monday’s 
cross-ice feed from Wheeler that he buried with a one-timer for his first 
power-play marker of the season. 

Asked to delve into what’s gone well during this recent stretch, Scheifele 
was quick to defer to the work of his teammates. 

He was in no mood to draw attention to himself on a night his team had 
lost to the Oilers. 
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Scheifele wires home cross-ice pass from Wheeler 

“If you play the right way, you’ll get rewarded and that’s the biggest 
thing,” said Scheifele, who is averaging just over 22 minutes of time on 
ice per game. 

As for his defensive play, there were some lapses early on that resulted 
in goals from the opposition, but during this recent stretch, Scheifele has 
been more determined away from the puck, whether that’s in his down-
low coverage or by providing pressure on the backcheck. 

Spending a solid block of time on a line with someone as diligent in the 
D-zone as Andrew Copp, has provided a bit of a safety net, while also 
rubbing off on Scheifele. 

“One of the things Mark has tried to do is battle harder defensively. And I 
think when he does that, everything else kind of comes together for him,” 
said Jets head coach Paul Maurice. “The pace, the hands, the plays he 
can make — I think it may even be a driver for him. He’s run with 
different wingers, so it’s a bit of a new experience. Sometimes when you 
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break the routine of the same guys, you kind of rediscover your own 
game a little bit. I think he’s kind of got to the next level with that.” 

No, Scheifele is not going to morph into a Selke Trophy nominee 
overnight, but his efforts to be better defensively have been duly noted — 
though there is still room for improvement. 

That’s not uncommon for most players in the NHL and if there’s one thing 
Scheifele has shown since arriving on the scene in 2011, his willingness 
to work on both his strengths and weaknesses is at the core of what 
drives him. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Projecting Team Canada’s 2022 Olympic women’s hockey 
roster 

 

Marisa Ingemi  

 

There aren’t too many teams that would consider a silver medal 
disappointing. 

For the first time in 20 years, though, that’s the position Canada finds 
itself in. It hasn’t even been four years since the crushing shootout defeat 
to USA in the gold medal game, and the entire landscape of Canadian 
women’s hockey has changed. 

Players haven’t been able to play together as often with the sudden 2019 
folding of the CWHL. In its ashes rose the PWHPA, but with inconsistent 
scheduling and not a ton of game information, it’s tough to use that data 
to get a true gauge. 

Then there’s the positive side, with the emergence of college and young 
stars like Loren Gabel, Micah Zandee-Hart and others, ready to carry the 
torch for the next generation. 

There’s no reality where Team Canada isn’t going to be really, really 
good. This edition is going to be quite different, though, even while 
carrying over some of the talent that made the gold medal appearance 
possible. 
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Sarah Nurse breaks down the differences between the PWHPA and 
NWHL 

TEAM CANADA 

LW: Jamie Lee Rattray, Loren Gabel, Sarah Nurse, Jill Saulnier, Laura 
Stacey 

C: Marie-Philip Poulin, Sarah Fillier, Brianne Jenner, Blayre Turnbull 

RW: Melodie Daoust, Victoria Bach, Natalie Spooner, Emily Clark 

LD: Jocelyne Larocque, Micah Zandee-Hart, Lauriane Rougeau, Claire 
Thompson 

RD: Renata Fast, Jamie Bourbonnais, Brigette Lacquette 

G: Ann-Renee Desbiens, Genevieve Lacasse, Emerance Maschmeyer 

Honourable mentions: Rebecca Johnston, Laura Fortino, Erin Ambrose, 
Meaghan Mikkelson, Meghan Agosta, Daryl Watts, Elizabeth Giguere, 
Mikyla Grant-Mentis 

Some of the names here are obvious: Marie-Philip Poulin, Sarah Nurse, 
Jocelyne Larocque. 

Since there hasn’t been much in international women’s hockey in the 
past year, the rest of this projection has to get a bit creative. Despite not 

playing the women’s Worlds last year, Canada still named a 23-player 
roster, so we can get a bit of an idea who the program is anticipating 
bringing to Beijing in 2022. 

Hockey Canada had a 47-player training camp in Calgary early this year 
as well, where they got an extra look at who could make the final cut. 

Established players 

Almost everyone expected to make the Olympic roster was named to the 
2020 Worlds roster. So, that makes it a little bit simple. 

Lacquette wasn’t there, but she feels like a shoo-in now. There’s so 
much young talent knocking on the door to make the roster, and perhaps 
there will be some surprises, but losing essentially a year of competition 
doesn’t make it easier for cusp players to knock off established vets. 

That said, there are some players who almost definitely will step aside 
this time around, and that could create some room. 

Long-time goalie Shannon Szabados hasn’t played since having her first 
child last year, so it’s a strong assumption she won’t be back this time 
around. Desbiens seems like the logical choice to earn a role in net, 
following Szabados’ footsteps. Desbiens was a star at Wisconsin and is 
just 26 years old still. 

After that, some of the cuts get more difficult. Fortino and Johnston just 
missed the cut for 2020 Worlds, and they both could easily contend for a 
spot and beat out a younger player. 

Mikkelson is making a second comeback attempt, but hasn’t played since 
2017-18, despite all her accomplishments as a three-time Olympian. She 
could push, but that seems doubtful. 

Agosta falls into a similar category where she hasn’t played since 2018, 
working full-time as a police officer in Vancouver, but she has a plethora 
of experience with Canada so it would be silly to count her out. 

Of course, then you have the no-doubters: Daoust led Canada in scoring 
last time around, Jenner and Spooner have been a part of Canada’s 
plans for a decade, while Clark and Fast were impactful in their 2018 
Olympic debut. 

New Faces 

The 2020 Worlds roster featured eight new faces and it’s tough to see 
any of them being passed up for the Olympic roster at this point. 

The 23-year-old Gabel out of Clarkson might have the most star power 
here. She won the Patty Kazmaier (top US college women’s player) as a 
senior, has been with Team Canada since the 2018 Four Nations Cup, 
and is an absolute game changer who scored 40 goals in a season. 

She’s in. Sarah Fillier likely is too. 

Fillier was a Patty Kaz finalist as a freshman at Princeton — a rarity — 
and made her national team debut at the same time as Gabel. They’ve 
had a similar timeline and like, Gabel, Fillier is a machine scoring-wise, 
averaging almost two points per game with the Tigers. 

Bach and Rattray are sure-fire scorers to be on the roster to make their 
Olympic debuts. They’ve been with the program and have played really 
well, with Bach especially showing flashes of dominance at times. 

Maschmeyer has had a few chances to play at the international level, but 
has had an impact in the crease for years between Harvard and then 
across the CWHL. This could be a chance for her to get more involved in 
Canada’s long-term plans. 

The defence gets really interesting with young players. Zandee-Hart and 
Bourbonnais are a dynamic duo on the blue line who aren’t going to back 
down with inexperience. Thompson is also a really fascinating option 
there. 

On the cusp 

If only Canada could add, like, 10 more players. 
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The passing of the torch from the last generation is clearly underway, but 
there’s so much talent — so much young talent — that ultimately will 
certainly be a part of Olympic plans, even if not this time. 

One player who is going consistently overlooked is Grant-Mentis. The 
forward for the Toronto Six of the NWHL was the best player on the ice 
during the Lake Placid tournament and broke all sorts of team records in 
college at Merrimack. She’s probably a long shot to actually make the 
Canadian roster, but deserves more than a courtesy look. 

Then there’s Giguere, the college teammate of Gabel who could end up 
on the roster if she plays her way there. Giguere and Watts, who has 
been dominant since she was a freshman at Boston College (she’s since 
moved on to being a power with Wisconsin) weren’t at the camp in 
January, which doesn’t help their chances. Their talent is enough to wow 
anyone though. 

If there were more camps and competition, perhaps there could be spots 
to be stolen away from Saulnier or Turnbull, who have established 
themselves plenty, but without competition in the past year. That doesn’t 
seem likely to happen if there are no Worlds in 2021, and it’s almost 
certain Canada will err on the side of players who have already 
succeeded in its program. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Bukauskas Notebook: How a confident Senators 
group is changing 

 

Kyle Bukauskas February 18, 2021, 12:52 PM 

 

Every other Thursday, Sportsnet’s Kyle Bukauskas will give you a peek 
behind the curtain and share stories about what he sees and hears in his 
job as a rink side reporter. 

Here’s this week’s collection: 

1. I wondered if Evgenii Dadonov would have made some kind of speech 
in the Senators dressing room amidst the celebration in the aftermath of 
that historic comeback on Monday in Toronto. I pictured Dadonov in the 
middle of the room, front teeth still missing after a face plant in Edmonton 
a few weeks ago, borrowing a line from Russell Crowe in Gladiator, the 
rest of the team roaring in approval. 

Apparently, none of that happened. But it was still a fun scene post-
game. 

“We all laughed at how hard we celebrated,” one player told me. The 
Sens haven’t had a ton to cheer about this year. The blowouts have been 
well-documented, there’s also been several games that left D.J. Smith 
adamant they were the better team and yet the result was another loss. 

For a team that needs to at least show some tangible progress this 
season, I’m curious what their record will look like from that night 
onwards. 

“We are continuing to prove to ourselves we can play too,” the player 
said. “Sometimes it’s a win like that that brings the group even closer 
together and could maybe even change the way we play going forward.” 

2. One phrase Montreal’s Brendan Gallagher will bring up from time to 
time when things aren’t going well is: frustration is a wasted emotion. 

That comes from a book written by Muhammad Ali that Gallagher’s dad, 
Ian, had him read when he was in Grade 4. It’s a line that has stuck with 
him ever since. 

Things didn’t look great for the Habs early in the third period last 
Saturday. Down 1-0 to the Leafs, they had been shutout their previous 
five periods and were staring down a third consecutive loss heading into 
a week-long break. 

Instead, Gallagher made a play along the wall to help setup the tying 
goal. Then did his thing in front of the net to score what wound up being 
the winner. Losing skid ended, and a much different narrative in the 
white-hot market of Montreal this week. 

It sure beats getting frustrated. 
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Gallagher’s late game-winner gets Canadiens past Maple Leafs 

3. Jason Spezza feels his pace is higher now than it’s been in the last 
few years. A big reason for that was his ability to incorporate running and 
sprint work into his off-season training again last fall. 

It was something he used to do a lot of early in his career. Then he had 
back surgery in 2013 and those types of workouts would re-aggravate 
some of those issues. 

Thankfully for Spezza, his body can handle it again and he put the work 
in for months with the Leafs performance staff. At 37 years old, he has 
managed to get a little quicker. 

4. It’s hard to believe Nick Suzuki was once labelled as “lazy” by some as 
a minor hockey player. He was a player who wouldn’t always move his 
feet and that was a problem in certain people’s eyes. 

Of course, we know now he reads the game with his brain, not his legs. 

Speed has never been a big asset to Suzuki’s game. Shortly after he was 
drafted to the Owen Sound Attack in 2015, his dad, Rob, went to a 
London Knights playoff game with a friend. Their seats were a couple 
rows from the ice and as Rob watched how fast the game was, he 
wondered if his son would be able to keep up with the pace of play at that 
level. 

Two years later, Suzuki was a first-round pick in the NHL draft. He 
learned how to adapt and then excelled. 

His production has quieted a little bit with just three assists in his last six 
games, but if history is any indication, Suzuki’s intelligence and problem 
solving won’t allow that to last much longer. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

5. Wednesday night was the most minutes the Senators’ Josh Norris has 
logged in a game yet this season at 17:29 and it may have been the most 
confident he has looked in an NHL uniform. 

Norris is known to be very athletic. When he was part of the US 
Development Program U18 team, before the season started one of their 
coaches, Nick Fohr, had the team over at his place for a BBQ. 

At one point in the night, Fohr was walking by as some of the kids were 
playing hoops in his driveway. All of a sudden he sees Norris, who is now 
listed at 6-foot-2, dunking on his teammates. Norris never played 
organized basketball growing up outside of a couple camps, but here he 
was posterizing his peers. 

Norris wasn’t overly outspoken back then, Fohr said. More of a quiet 
leader that had a good sense of what was expected of him and what he 
expected of himself. He seems to be getting more comfortable with his 
surroundings on a Sens team that will give him a chance to play in every 
situation this year. 

6. A little over a year into my time at Sportsnet, I found myself sitting 
across from Sid Seixeiro at an Irish pub in downtown Toronto with a plate 
of blarney chips between us. 
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As we polished those off, Sid offered some advice: you need to find your 
circle of 10-15 people in your life (close colleagues, boss, partner, 
parents, close friends, etc.) who you care about what they think of you. 
The rest don’t matter. I’ve never forgotten that. 

Best of luck in the move to Breakfast Television next month, Sid. It’s 
never too early for blarney chips, right? 
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USA TODAY / The NHL meets Lake Tahoe: How the league will pull off 
outdoor games on picturesque golf course 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

For many NHL players, their earliest hockey memories involve skating 
through the open air over a frozen pond or lake, freshly fallen snow on 
the ground. No lines, no whistles. Just nature. 

That romanticism, coupled with the capitalism of a professional sports 
league, birthed a made-for-television, groundbreaking event: two games 
– the Colorado Avalanche vs. the Vegas Golden Knights on Feb. 20 and 
the Boston Bruins vs. the Philadelphia Flyers the next day – in Lake 
Tahoe. 

Played on the 18th fairway of a golf course in an undeniably picturesque 
setting, the event was made possible by the circumstances of a 
pandemic and dozens of individuals who saw the effort through. Through 
some of their perspectives, this is how the Lake Tahoe games came to 
be, and what viewers can expect this weekend. 

The spark 

One man is the answer for how the NHL and Lake Tahoe connected: Jon 
Miller.  

"Guilty as charged," the NBC Sports executive told USA TODAY Sports.  

NBC has broadcast the American Century Championship, a celebrity golf 
tournament, from the Edgewood Tahoe resort since 1990. Three-plus 
decades of relationships in Lake Tahoe, combined with more than 15 
years of experience in dealing with the NHL — including the start of the 
annual Winter Classic — made Miller the ideal middleman. 

Discussions between Tahoe officials and the league started in November 
and continued into December.  

“Clearly, this year, with the pandemic and COVID and everything else, 
the NHL was forced to pivot and not have an NHL Winter Classic, per 
se,” Miller said. “So they were in the process of looking to do an outdoor 
event in February. They had identified a couple of different venues.” 

Sites in Utah (Park City) and Minnesota had been considered, league 
officials told him. He then suggested Lake Tahoe. 

“I said, ‘It’s an unbelievably beautiful place with a beautiful setup. They 
don’t have a rink, but they have a beautiful area — a golf course right 
next to the lake — that I think could be an incredible venue,” he said. 
“And you guys are magicians at creating outdoor rinks and outdoor 
facilities. 

“If you haven’t looked at it, you should take a look at it.” 

The mastermind 

Steve Mayer became known as "mayor of the bubble" during the 2020 
playoffs. And it was during that time the NHL's chief content officer and 
his team began discussing remote possibilities, since fans likely wouldn’t 
have to be considered. 

On Oct. 1, three days after the Tampa Bay Lightning won the Stanley 
Cup, a group that didn’t include Mayer embarked on an expedition to 
Lake Louise in Canada’s Banff National Park. 

Lake Louise was the NHL’s first choice, Mayer said. Local restrictions 
regarding construction and signage – sponsorship dollars being the 
driving economic factor to hold the event – made it impossible. 

“It really does come down to showing a Bridgestone logo or a Honda 
logo,” Mayer told USA TODAY Sports. “We wouldn’t have been able to 
do that at all at Lake Louise … but it was the impetus to say, ‘OK, it 
doesn’t work here, but it will work somewhere else.’” 

That “somewhere else,” following the advice of Miller, led the league 
more than 1,000 miles south to Lake Tahoe. 

“We first looked on Google Earth,” Mayer said. “In this day and age, it’s 
amazing how differently you have to operate. We have always been used 
to, especially with our outdoor games, you probably go to the stadium 20 
times before the game.” 

The golf course, on the southern shores of the lake in Stateline, Nevada, 
distinguished itself as the ideal canvas for the league to create its venue. 
The league office gained a better understanding through FaceTimes and 
Zoom calls with resort employees on the ground. 

“The course during the winter is just a track of land, and it’s just 
gorgeous,” Mayer said. “The second we saw it and understood how the 
17th and 18th holes are just literally on the shore … you slice a ball, it’s 
in the water.” 

While Edgewood Tahoewill host the games, players and NHL staff will 
stay at nearby Harveys, where the league bought up one entire tower to 
create a bubble-like atmosphere, although no fences will be constructed 
around the property like the league did last summer. 

A group of eight, including Mayer, made a scouting trip to Tahoe in 
December. He called Gary Bettman from the projected rink position and 
told the commissioner: “OK, we’re good to go. Let’s do it.” 

“Believe me, it was one of those things where it didn’t take much once we 
saw the location,” Mayer said. 

Military flyovers will precede both puck drops. A local artist, Aurora 
Gooch, will perform the national anthem Saturday from a surprise, 
nearby location and Green Day will release a new song, “Here Comes 
the Shock.” On Sunday, Pentatonix will sing the national anthem 
remotely and a performance from country star Brett Eldridge will air. 

If this experiment, sans fans, is successful, would the NHL consider an 
event at a remote location with limited spectators in the future? Even in a 
post-pandemic world where gatherings are possible? 

“My commissioner would probably be upset with me for saying this,” 
Mayer said, “but I’m going to say it anyway: Yeah, I think if this was 
successful, that we would take a long, hard look at adding this to the 
events schedule.” 

Around Christmas, the NHL gave those in Tahoe official word that they 
were coming to town. 

The host  

As the president and CEO of the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority, Carol 
Chaplin never expected her job to intersect with the NHL. 

“Everybody asks me, how did that happen? Did you reach out to the 
NHL?” Chaplin said. “And I would like to say my team and I sat down and 
went, ‘OK, what could we do that’s really different?’” 

While it may not have been Chaplin’s idea, she and her team have been 
willing partners throughout the process.  

Paramount was the ease of access in order to construct the rink. 

“They wanted this outdoor experience to be in the mountains, in the 
trees, on the lake,” Chaplin said. “But in a lot of places in Lake Tahoe, 
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that would be pretty hard to get your equipment to. In this case, having a 
world-class golf course right on the lake and having all of those features 
to complement the games and those incredible teams -- that was a pretty 
special circumstance. So the stars aligned there.” 

As an international travel destination, Tahoe’s economy has taken a hit 
over the last 11 months but the event is giving residents something to 
look forward to. 

Chaplin expected more pushback regarding coronavirus fears.   

“Actually, I didn’t get that,” she said. “I got overwhelming enthusiasm for 
the event … (it was) so different of a thought process for us that I think 
everyone is really overwhelmed with, ‘I want to see how this works.’” 

The major disappointment, she added, came from those who wanted to 
volunteer – like they do annually at the golf tournament – but are unable 
to due to safety measures. 

In addition to health considerations, environmental mindfulness made 
Chaplin comfortable with welcoming the NHL, as the water clarity of Lake 
Tahoe is always top of mind for community leaders. The league's 
construction plans offered little reason to worry. 

“Projects don’t go through unless there’s been satisfaction of our 
environmental authorities, and this has been meeting those (standards),” 
she said. “That’s something that is really important about this. 
Environmentally, from our perspective, this event will have little impact.” 

The domain master 

As a hockey fan, Brad Wunderlich has noticed the NHL players who 
made their way to Tahoe for the celebrity tournament – Washington 
Capitals forward T.J. Oshie and Hall of Fame goalie Grant Fuhr, to name 
a few. 

Wunderlich is the director of grounds and agronomy at Edgewood, and 
his main concern weeks before the games was the amount of snow 
(nearly four feet) that fell in the area three weeks before the game. The 
NHL relied on Wunderlich and his staff for snow removal to prep for rink 
construction, and it will be up to him to make sure the setting remains 
scenic. 

“Fresh snow on the ground, I think that’ll kind of hide the fact that it’s on a 
golf course and will kind of make it look like it’s out in the wilderness next 
to a lake,” Wunderlich told USA TODAY Sports. 

Warmer weather followed the downfall, and the snow has melted quite a 
bit. Friday’s forecast calls for light snow showers, and organizers are 
hopeful it can provide cover around the rink. 

Two fairway bunkers were covered to build the rink, and Wunderlich said 
avoiding the contamination of “that nice white bunker sand that we use” 
will be among his biggest worries. 

Otherwise, he and the Edgewood team were ready to assist the NHL with 
whatever they needed. 

“We’ve still been fairly busy in our hotel. We’re still able to operate with 
some restrictions,” he said. “I’ve seen a lot of drive-up traffic from 
California to get out of the really restricted areas and go enjoy the 
outdoors and the skiing and everything. I would say (the staff) is pretty 
excited. Everyone is really looking forward to it.” 

The builder 

The size of Lake Tahoe, 192 square miles, means it won’t freeze over 
during the winter. Otherwise, Derek King could have instructed his team 
to build some boards in the shape of a rink, draw some lines and call it 
day. 

It’s not really that simple, anyway. 

King, responsible for the rink build in Tahoe and the senior manager of 
NHL facilities operations, gets goosebumps with each outdoor event. 

“This one’s special,” he told USA TODAY Sports. 

Whereas the builds King normally leads take place inside of a football or 
baseball stadium, a golf course is a different type of challenge. Building 
began on Feb. 6, and the icemaking process began Friday and will 
continue until the day before teams practice on the surface (Feb. 19), 
leaving enough time to manicure the 2-inch-thick sheet. 

“We have our schedule pretty much down pat right now from the day we 
move into the site up until practice day,” King said, “so the timeframe 
hasn’t really changed.” 

If anything, the open area has allowed King’s team to move faster. 

“I’m not going to say it’s an easier build, but it’s a little quicker,” he said. 

The rink isn’t the only structure being built. BaAM Productions is 
responsible for building the surrounding media risers, dressing rooms 
and viewing booths for personnel on-site. It’s a coordinated effort, said 
King. 

There’s a local flavor to the build, with a nearby plumbing and pipe-fitting 
crew working the site. The entire crew, BaAM included, is tested daily for 
coronavirus, and King has split the 10-member ice crew into two groups 
– one during the day and one that will start at 5 p.m. and work through 
the night. That way, in the event of someone becoming infected, some of 
the crew can finish the job. 

“The views are amazing. It’s pretty tough to work, actually,” King said. 
“You got the mountains and the ski hills, the resort here is beautiful. It’s 
definitely an exciting place to be. It’s going to look amazing. I think this is 
truly going to be one of the most unique games.” 

The players 

For all of the planning and building, the players on the four teams in 
Tahoe have the final task of performing – something they are looking 
forward to, for reasons that include both excitement and nostalgia. 

Growing up in Quebec City, Jonathan Marchessault developed his 
passion for the game by playing outdoors. 

“Good memories,” the Golden Knights forward said. “It’s probably my 
favorite memories from my childhood, going out there and playing. Pack 
a lunch and come back probably nine hours later in the house, and 
you’re pretty cold, but it’s all worth it.” 

Gabriel Landeskog remembered late nights spent at the outdoor rink 
under the lights with his father. 

“It’s just very pure,” the Avalanche captain said. "You hear the wind 
howling around you. Just very unique memories, special memories, 
especially that time on the rink with my old man. … That’s definitely part 
of it, where I fell in love with the game.” 

“The views we’re going to have – I’m almost excited for the first practice, 
just taking it all in,” Golden Knights captain Mark Stone said. “It’s kind of 
going to feel like we’re getting away from civilization for 48 hours, just 
being out there, not really seeing anybody but each other.” 

Outdoor games are normally an experience players can share with their 
families, whether it’s during practice the day before or after the game. 
That won’t be the case this weekend due to COVID-19 precautions, yet 
the Bruins’ Brad Marchand thinks the spectacle alone will be satisfactory 
for the players. 

“There’s probably not going to be (another) time when you’re playing a 
team with a backdrop like that,” Marchand said. “You got to make it what 
you can during these times.” 

That line of thinking is exactly how the NHL arrived in Lake Tahoe. 
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USA TODAY / As NHL deals with COVID-19 issues, is on-ice 
transmission among players to blame? 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

The signs that COVID-19 would wreak havoc on the 2021 NHL season 
were there before the first puck even dropped. 

Five days prior to opening night on Jan. 13, the league announced the 
defending Western Conference champion Dallas Stars would not open 
the season as scheduled because 17 players had contracted COVID-19 
during training camp. 

Since then, seven more teams have been sidelined because of COVID-
19. The toll so far has been 35 games postponed and at least 124 
players landing on the NHL's COVID-19 list. Players are put on the list for 
several reasons, from testing positive for COVD-19 to high-risk close 
contact to quarantining following a trade.  

Meanwhile, the NBA — which started three weeks before the NHL — has 
postponed 29 games on account of the coronavirus. The NFL just 
completed 100% of its 16-game season and playoffs, albeit with 18 
make-up games. MLB, the first North American pro sports league to not 
play in a bubble last year, postponed more than 40 games before 
completing its shortened season, though two teams did not play all 60 
games scheduled.  

WINNERS AND LOSERS IN NHL:COVID-19 causing chaos 

What may make the NHL unique is the possibility that the coronavirus is 
being transmitted during play. In other leagues, including major college 
football, there has been no documented evidence that players or officials 
are contracting COVID-19 as a result of competing.   

But the NHL is now acknowledging that COVID-19 may be spreading 
around the league as a result of on-ice contact and because the more 
contagious strains have infiltrated the league.  

"We continue to evaluate the issue, and have introduced new 
technological and scientific interventions to assist us," NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly said in a statement to USA TODAY Sports. "At 
this point, we don’t feel we have sufficient information to draw a definitive 
conclusion." 

Players and coaches are sounding more and more certain that they are 
contracting COVID-19 from each other on the ice, but experts are not as 
sure. 

Mark Poloncarz, the Erie County (New York) executive, said he believes 
the two-game series between the New Jersey Devils and Buffalo Sabres 
at the end of January was a super-spreader event. In total, 24 players 
from the games went on the COVID-19 list, two officials tested positive 
for COVID-19 and Sabres coach Ralph Krueger had "moderately severe" 
symptoms.  

Minnesota Wild forward Marcus Foligno is convinced his positive test 
from Jan. 30 was the result of playing the Los Angeles Kings on Jan. 26 
and 28. 

And Detroit Red Wings coach Jeff Bashill said he thinks the five cases on 
his team were the result of playing the Carolina Hurricanes on Jan. 14 
and 16. 

"I think we have a couple of anecdotal cases that might suggest that it 
was (on-ice transmission), and obviously that concerns us," Daly told 
ESPN on Tuesday. "That's why we're doing the genomic sequencing 
testing to see if we can get a better handle on that issue. Whether there 
was in-game transmission between teams, whether there were any 
unique circumstances associated with that, including the fact that it might 
be a different strain than we typically been dealing with and facing in the 
past; which, you know, there's some anecdotal evidence that that may be 
the case as well." 

The NHL’s struggles to contain spread of the coronavirus prompted the 
league last week to issue heightened protocols for the second time this 
year. That included daily rapid-result testing and barring access to 
arenas earlier than 1 hour, 45 minutes before game time.  

Also, in a nod to potential on-ice transmission, the league mandated the 
removal of plexiglass around the team benches and the penalty box to 
improve airflow. 

Jose-Luis Jimenez, a professor of chemistry at the University of Colorado 
who specializes in aerosol research, said the lack of air circulation can 
allow the coronavirus to remain in the air longer. 

“I was wondering what was happening in these hockey matches because 
they tend to have those barriers (boards and plexiglass) and those 
barriers could basically be accumulating that air,” Jimenez said. “They 
either don’t have good ventilation or they’re not wearing good masks that 
are well-fit. Then, they could give it to each other within the team.” 

However, Dr. Benjamin P. Linas, associate professor of medicine at the 
Boston University School of Medicine and an infectious disease 
physician at Boston Medical Center, argued that airborne transmission is 
not the major source of NHL outbreaks. 

"It’s like the butterfly effect,” Linas said. “The virus lands in some place 
and sometimes it just takes off and sometimes it doesn’t and some of 
that is pure damn luck. If you happen to walk by at the wrong time, et 
cetera, and it could be happening in the NHL, but that’s a lot of teams to 
just be bad luck." 

While Linas stressed that the coronavirus spread in the NHL may be 
attributed to several factors, he did acknowledge hockey could be at a 
disadvantage because it is played indoors on ice and in low humidity, 
conditions that allow viruses to thrive and live longer. 

In football, linemen huff and puff in each other’s faces before players pile 
up at the end of nearly every play – but it’s outdoors. Basketball players 
are in proximity with the opposition for the duration of the game, like 
hockey, though they play on a warmer surface.  

NFL's 2021 season may see record-setting QB turnover 

Opinion: Blazers' Damian Lillard deserved NBA All-Star starter spot over 
Mavericks' Luka Doncic 

$340 million contract sends shockwaves across MLB 

It's Alabama, then everyone else as SEC spring football kicks off 

How America's racial reckoning impacts sports: 28 stories in 28 days 

Little research is available on team-to-team spread, Jimenez said, but he 
and his colleagues have been arguing that airborne transmission is 
nearly as prevalent as person-to-person. 

The CDC published a case study in October detailing an outbreak from a 
recreational hockey game in Florida in June in which 13 of the 21 players 
tested positive. According to the study, “the high proportion of infections 
that occurred in this outbreak provides evidence for SARS-CoV-2 
transmission during an indoor sporting activity where intense physical 
activity is occurring.” 

“With leagues that big and many players, it’s just inevitable that 
somebody is going to come into the system infected,” Ryan Demmer, an 
associate professor at the University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health, told USA TODAY Sports. “So the only way to stop is to do a lot of 
testing and catch people in their pre-symptomatic phase, or really isolate 
very tightly – bubble the whole group so that the infection never gets in or 
it’s extremely rare, at least.” 

The NHL completed last season playing in a bubble, but neither the 
players nor the league saw it as a viable option for the 2021 season.  

Of course, the NHL wouldn’t have to worry about possible team-to-team 
airborne transmission if every player skating was negative. Foligno took a 
PCR test Jan. 30, didn't feel like himself while playing against the 
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Colorado Avalanche that night, and received the news of his positive test 
the next morning. Vegas Golden Knights forward Tomas Nosek played 
two periods and 13 shifts against the Anaheim Ducks last week before 
the result of his positive test came in. 

Demmer said the daily POC tests (rapid antigen) are meant to be another 
backstop for extended PCR test (more reliable) turnaround times, since 
spread among the general population usually derives from a person who 
is roughly two days away from developing his or her symptoms. 
Ventilation could also be a factor in spread, he added, based on 
evidence of airborne pollution leading to bad health outcomes. 

“So if you extend that to hockey and viral transmission, it just suggests 
that if an infected person is out there breathing heavily for a whole game, 
the air could be stagnant and it’s just could be sitting there for a while, 
creating more opportunities for someone to skate into it and inhale it,” he 
said. 

Theoretically, Linas said, this type of spread is possible. But he also 
questioned the players’ behavior during non-game situations, and 
whether they were taking proper precautions in their day-to-day lives. 

“What portion of their lives are spent in a game condition?” Linas asked. 
“We focus on the games, but it’s probably only five percent of their life, if 
that. It’s probably more likely going on 

The father and daughter were inseparable for her first five months before 
their 65 days of separation in the bubbles of Toronto and Edmonton. 
They’d have daily, sometimes twice a day, FaceTime calls, where 
Coleman would make funny faces, Charlie would make funny noises, and 
show dad how she learned to crawl. Charlie’s first words were “Momma,” 
and it’s fitting because Jordan was the family’s rock. 

Jordan grew up in Coleman’s neighborhood of Wyndham (now the name 
of their dog) and became a Dallas Cowboys cheerleader. She lost touch 
with him until the night he scored his first NHL goal — for the Devils, 
fittingly, against the Stars. They connected via Instagram, with Coleman 
pursuing her like he does a loose puck on the forecheck. Their first date 
was TopGolf and they became inseparable before his proposal on the 
dock of Cedar Creek Lake, their “happy place,” where he first told her he 
loved her. They recently bought a half acre of land in nearby Frisco to 
build their first home. 

“I don’t know how I could have done it without her,” he said. 

After Coleman’s abrupt trade to Tampa Bay, it was Jordan who helped 
spearhead the move to uproot their life. They started their next chapter 
by living in the Marriott across from Amalie Arena, the hotel staff 
becoming like family in their several weeks stay. It was where they 
brought Charlie home, the “Marriott baby.” 

When the NHL returned in the bubble format, there were some players 
who were hesitant to leave their families for that long. 

“She was the first woman to tell me I need to be there,” Coleman said. “I 
needed to chase it.” 

Coleman and Jordan are expecting a second child, another daughter, in 
June. 

“The girl clan is getting bigger,” he said. “I’ll be outnumbered.” 

After Coleman finished his speech on the day in his honor in Plano, the 
city’s head PR man, Steve Stoler, took the mic. Stoler talked about how 
Coleman’s jersey from the Stanley Cup Final is headed for the Hockey 
Hall of Fame. Another signed jersey was going to be hung in the city’s 
municipal center. They gave him some Plano masks, fitting for COVID-19 
times. 

“How long is your contract with Tampa Bay?” Stoler asked. 

“One year left,” Coleman said. 

“We have some people here with pull from the Dallas Stars — I’m just 
saying,” Stoler quipped. “It wouldn’t be the worst thing if you come back 
home. Just think about it.” 

Coleman laughed. So did the crowd. 

He could be in his last season with the Lightning, who will be cap-
strapped this summer when his team-friendly deal with a $1.8 million hit 
will expire. Tampa Bay would love to keep both Coleman and Goodrow, 
another pending UFA. 

For now, the Colemans are living in a Tampa rental owned by former 
Lightning (and Devils) goalie Louis Domingue, who was gracious enough 
to help the family in a pinch last spring. It’s where Blake, Jordan and 
Charlie had their first Christmas together, tree and all. It’s where their 
families stayed during the playoffs, then greeted Coleman at the airport 
when he arrived from Edmonton. Coleman kissed Jordan, held Charlie, 
then put her in the Cup. 

“A day I won’t forget,” he said. 

In a year to remember. 
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