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David Ayres saved the Hurricanes a year ago today. And yes, a Disney movie is happening
By Chip Alexander
At 10 o’clock Monday morning, David Ayres said he was
doing his sixth interview of the day.
A year after the fact, people still want to hear his story. They
still want to hear about the night he put on his goalie gear in
Toronto, went in net in an emergency and won an NHL game
for the Carolina Hurricanes.
That the Canes beat the Maple Leafs that night, Feb. 22,
2020, is something Ayres is often reminded of in the Toronto
area.
“Oh, yeah, like every day,” Ayres said Monday in an
interview with the News & Observer. “Every single day.
When people see me or message me they’ll say, ‘I hate you
for beating the Leafs but the story was great.’”

like, ‘OK, it’s going to be what it’s going to be and hopefully
we can hold the fort down, but we’re not expecting much.’”
After winning the game, he went through a round of
interviews with the network shows in New York. He was on
The Late Show with Stephen Colbert, then Ayres and his
wife, Sarah, came to Raleigh. It was officially proclaimed
“David Ayres Day” in the city and Gov. Roy Cooper named
him an honorary state citizen.
Ayres sounded the warning siren before the Feb. 25 game
against Dallas and signed autographs. No. 90 jerseys soon
were available in PNC Arena and in merchandising, with
parts of the proceeds going to a kidney foundation of Ayres’
choice.
“The people there were unbelievable, so nice, so
embracing,” Ayres said.

And it was a great story. Ayres, then 42, was the emergency
backup goalie at the game at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto.
Thrust into the game when Canes goalies James Reimer
and then Petr Mrazek both were injured, he kept his
emotions in check and held his poise as the Canes won 6-3.

The coming of the pandemic put an end to the NHL’s regular
season in March 2020, just a few weeks after the game. As a
kidney transplant survivor, Ayres has had to be cautious in
dealing with the coronavirus threat and possible COVID
exposure.

“The thing that’s special to me is that when the players first
saw me on the ice for the first time, how great they were,”
Ayres said. “They were already on my side, not even
knowing who I was. How they embraced having me on the
ice with them and how they played so well in front of me, and
we got the win, it was fantastic.”

“It’s been kind of crazy,” Ayres told the N&O. “Obviously we
had a lot of stuff planned and we’re going to go to a lot of
places, meet a lot of people, speaking, things like that.
COVID shut that down but I have been able to do stuff
online, virtually.

Ayres was named the game’s first star and given a postgame
ovation — in Toronto. He then was welcomed like a
conquering hero in the Canes’ locker room, the short video of
his entrance quickly going viral as his story spread.

“We wanted to go back to Carolina, wanted to go back in
March. COVID kind of slowed everything but we were able to
do a lot more family stuff, so that was all good.”
Disney movie is planned

Some referred to him simply as the “Zamboni driver” but that
was misleading. It was learned the Whitby, Ontario, native
had served for several years as a practice goalie for the
Toronto Marlies, the Leafs’ AHL team, and, yes, had on
occasion driven the Zamboni at the rink.

Ayres said a Disney movie based on his story is in the works,
although no title has been chosen. It’s a story, he said, to
which people can relate: An average Joe suddenly in the
spotlight and unexpectedly getting the opportunity of a
lifetime.

Since that night in Toronto, he also is a goalie of record in
the National Hockey League and his record is 1-0. His goalie
stick was sent to the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto.

One thing is for sure: He has had more than 15 minutes of
fame. In June, NHL.com had fans vote on the “Greatest
Moment of the NHL season ... So Far” and Ayres got more
than 80% of the vote.

“I think I get emotional every time I see something about it,”
Canes forward Jordan Martinook said Monday. “Still to this
day, it’s kind of mind-boggling that it happened and the way it
played out. When you think of the game of hockey you think
of those feel-good moments.”
Martinook said he remembers looking at forward Brock
McGinn on the bench when Ayres first came on the ice,
wearing No. 90. They both then glanced over at Canes
coach Rod Brind’Amour, who appeared downcast, dejected.
“There’s video of Roddy’s face that kind of tells the whole
story,” Martinook said. “He was like rolling his eyes. I think all
of us were excited for (Ayres) and everybody was kind of

Ayres said he now works for CIMCO, a company specializing
in ice-rink refrigeration technology. He said he still plays
some pond hockey, laughing as he added, “Just trying to
keep my game sharp.”
His plans for Monday night: watch the Hurricanes’ game
against Tampa Bay. And reflect.
While Brind’Amour was groaning at first on that night last
February, he could smile at the end of an unforgettable game
and moment — and still does.
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“It’s hard to believe that was a year ago because of what’s
gone on in a year’s time,” Brind’Amour said. “Everything was
good up until that day. We were normal and maybe took it for
granted, that normal. And now here we are a year later and
yet look how far we’ve come, even in a year, with everything.

“My memories of that are all good because it turned out well.
I like the fact we’re still talking about it. It’s a memory that I
think we’ll all cherish, really.”

Tampa Bay Lightning outdistance Carolina Hurricanes in 4-2 victory
By Chip Alexander
Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was blunt
Monday in assessing a 4-2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning.
The Canes can’t win playing 40 good minutes of hockey, he
said, let alone knock off the 2020 Stanley Cup champion.
Oddly, the game Monday at PNC Arena had the Canes (124-1) chasing the Lightning throughout the first period, yet
leading 1-0 when it was over. Jesper Fast scored his first
goal as a Hurricane just after a Carolina power play ended,
banging in a rebound of a Martin Necas shot, and the Canes
went to the locker room with the lead.
“Obviously we weren’t ready to go from the start,”
Brind’Amour said. “They’re the Stanley Cup champs and
they took it to us in the first period and we were fortunate to
be ahead.
“We were scrambling, that’s for sure. We had a game plan
going in and that goes out the window and everybody
basically is off. That happens. It’s not that much. It can be a
little bit from every guy, but when every guy is just that much
(off) that’s what it looks like in the first period.”
The Lightning (11-4-1), shut out by the Canes in their first
two meetings this season, continued to push and probe and
keep the pressure on goalie James Reimer and the Canes
defense. Tampa Bay was a half-step quicker than the Canes,
and two of its biggest stars soon gave the Lightning the lift
they needed.
Steven Stamkos blasted a shot past Reimer on the power
play early in the second -- Tampa Bay’s first goal against
Carolina in 178:19 stretching back to last season.
Defenseman Victor Hedman, always an offensive threat,
then wristed a shot high to the blocker side to give the
Lightning a 2-1 lead.

Fast scored again for the Canes in the final minute of the
second and also had the biggest collision of the period,
sending Tampa Bay’s Erik Cernak sailing into the Canes
bench. That set up an intense third period that had the
Canes’ Brock McGinn absorb a big hit.
Ondrej Palat finally pushed Tampa Bay ahead at 8:04,
winning a battle with defenseman Brady Skjei around the
crease and getting off a shot that glanced off Skjei and past
Reimer.
Alex Killorn’s empty-netter clinched it as the two teams now
go to Tampa for two games.
After Nedeljkovic shut out Tampa Bay 4-0 on Saturday, there
were questions whether he might start again Monday.
Reimer got the nod, instead, and weathered the first period,
making saves with every part of his body, before the
Lightning broke through.
Andrei Vasilevskiy earned his 10th win of the season in net
for the Lightning with 34 saves, facing 17 shots in the third.
“The second and third periods we were right there with them
if not even better,” Brind’Amour said. “We had the bulk of the
chances in the third but we probably got what we deserved.
You’ve got to pay a 60-minute game.”
The Lightning effectively shut down the Canes’ top line -Sebastian Aho and Brock McGinn did not have a shot on
goal and Andrei Svechnikov had two shots on a mostly quiet
night. Rookie defenseman Jake Bean, making a fifth straight
start, had a game-high seven of the Canes’ 36 shots as his
comfort level grows.
“You’ve got to play a complete game against a team like this
and we didn’t do that,” Fast said.
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Hurricanes drop rematch to Lightning, lose 4-2
Ondrej Palat's third period goal proved to be the difference in
Tampa Bay's win
By Cory Lavalette
The Tampa Bay Lightning got a third period goal from Ondrej
Palat to break a tie en route to a 4-2 win over the Hurricanes
on Monday at PNC Arena. Jesper Fast scored both goals for
Carolina, his first two since signing with the team in the
offseason, and James Reimer lost for just the second time
this season.
Three Thoughts
1. The Lightning gave the Hurricanes a taste of their own
medicine Monday. All the ways the Hurricanes dominated
Saturday’s 4-1 win over Tampa Bay were on display in the
rematch, only it was the visiting team carrying the play.
The Lightning came out like gangbusters, but somehow the
Hurricanes survived the onslaught and even got the first goal
and exited the first period ahead 1-0. Carolina played with
Tampa the rest of the way, but Monday was a night when the
better team won.
“I’m happy with where we’re at,” Hurricanes coach Rod
Brind’Amour said after the loss. “You gotta remember we’re
playing among the best, if not the best, team in hockey.
They’re gonna have their moments, there’s just no way
around it. … We were a little off at the start, but then we built
the game after that and we went head to head with them.
“But they were the better team tonight overall, and that’s why
they get the two points.”
The teams have now split the first two of four straight games
they will play, with the next two coming in Tampa Bay on
Wednesday and Thursday. The Hurricanes won the first
game of the season series back on Jan. 28.
2. Jake Bean continues to make his case to stay in the
lineup. The rookie defenseman had a game-high seven
shots on goal (more on that below) and registered an assist.
He now has assists in three straight and five in the last five
games since he was reinserted into the lineup. Bean had just
five shots total in his previous seven games this season,
never registering more than one in any game.
But with each passing game, Bean’s confidence grows.
“I’ve never been one to just be able to step in and just kind of
be super confident right off the bat,” Bean said. “I usually
grow up pretty naturally. So hopefully I can continue to do
that and help us win games.”
The 22-year-old defenseman is not only making
Brind’Amour’s lineup decisions difficult — or easy, depending

on how you look at it — each night, but he is probably
making the Hurricanes front office think long and hard about
their negotiations with Dougie Hamilton considering they risk
losing Bean in the expansion draft if he is re-signed.
With Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce locked in for four and
three more seasons after this year, respectively, the
Hurricanes may prefer to use their three protection slots for
defense on them and Bean — who will be a restricted free
agent this offseason but without arbitration leverage — rather
than give Hamilton the mega-contract he will want and likely
receive on the open market. Carolina would then expose
Brady Skjei (three more years, $5.25M AAV), Jake Gardiner
(two years, $4.05M) and Haydn Fleury (one more year at
$1.3M, then an RFA with arbitration rights) and have seven
forwards they could protect.
Jordan Staal must be protected because of his no-movement
clause but Martin Necas is exempt. Sebastian Aho, Teuvo
Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov are sure things to be
protected, and the team could use the other three on any
combination of forwards. If Hamilton is re-signed, things get
a little messier, though Carolina could go with the other
option: protect any eight skaters and one goalie.
3. Special teams were the only thing that kept Carolina in the
game. While Tampa did score once on the Hurricanes’
penalty kill — Steven Stamkos’ tying goal early in the second
period — Carolina mostly limited the Lightning with the man
advantage. Carolina, meanwhile, went 1 of 3 on the power
play and also scored its first goal just five seconds after one
expired.
“I think they work hard, and we’ve got a lot of skill out there
too,” Brind’Amour said of his team’s power play. “So we got
one tonight — we really got two, the way I look at it, because
one was right at the end of our power play. And we gave up
one. So, kind of canceled out there, but it’s the game now
you gotta have good special teams, for sure.”
Number To Know
7 — Shots on goal for Bean, the most by a Hurricanes rookie
defenseman in franchise history. Hall of Fame defenseman
Mark Howe twice had seven shots on goal in his first NHL
season, scoring two goals in each, but that was after he had
already played six seasons in the WHL.
“I always want to get as much as I can towards the net,”
Bean said. “Tonight, I got some pucks where I was able to
make some moves and get pucks to the net. I’m always
looking to generate offense as best I can, and tonight it fell
into my hands pretty nicely.”
The closest to Bean is Chris Pronger, who had six shots on
goal twice in the 1993-94 season with Hartford. Since the
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relocation to Raleigh, eight different Hurricanes rookie
defensemen have had five shots on goal in a game: Justin
Faulk (twice), Ryan Murphy (twice), Brett Bellemore, Noah
Hanifin, Jamie McBain, Brett Pesce, Bryan Rodney and
David Tanabe. Only Tanabe scored among those eight.
Bean — who did it in just 15 minutes of ice time, the fewest
of those who played in Carolina — also didn’t score but had
an assist.
They Said It
“We probably got what we deserved. You can’t play a 40minute game in the NHL. You certainly can’t play it against
the best team in the NHL.”
— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour
Plus
Jesper Fast, Hurricanes forward — Fast finally got his first
goal with the Hurricanes, and for good measure he added a
second. Fast got the first goal of the game just as Carolina’s
first power play expired on a Necas rebound. Then, with the
Hurricanes down a goal late in the second, he scored on the
power play, banging in another rebound — this time off a
Pesce shot — to tie the game.

Fast not only had to adjust to a new team without a training
camp, but he was one of the Hurricanes affected by the
team’s COVID-19 outbreak. He now has three points in his
last three games after getting an assist against Chicago on
Friday.
“I’m trying to focus on playing the right way, and when you
play good, usually goals and points come,” Fast said. “So I
feel like I’m starting to get my game where I want it to be,
and that’s usually when you get some success.”
Oh, and he also sent 6-foot-3, 233-pound Erik Cernak into
the Carolina bench when the Tampa defenseman tried to hit
him despite giving up a couple inches and more than 40
pounds. Not a bad night.
Minus
Brady Skjei, Hurricanes defenseman — The game was likely
to be decided by a battle here or there, and the one Skjei lost
to Palat in the third period was the difference. Palat bested
Skjei just to the left of Reimer (28 saves) at the Carolina net,
and his second effort bounced off Skjei’s leg and went in at
8:04 of the third for the deciding goal.

Ayres, Canes Reflect on Magical Night One Year Ago
Ayres: 'Some days it feels like yesterday, and some days it
feels like it wasn't even real'

'OK, it's going to be what it's going to be, and hopefully we
can hold the fort down.' We weren't expecting much.'"

By Michael Smith

No one really knew what to expect. Here was a practice
goalie and former Zamboni driver about to be thrown into the
fray of a game in which the Canes were leading, 4-1.

Feb. 22, 2020. Where were you?
David Ayres, a then 42-year-old buildings operations
manager, was plucked from the stands at Scotiabank Arena
in Toronto as the designated emergency back-up goaltender.
He was suiting up in a white No. 90 Carolina Hurricanes
jersey, about to make his debut in the National Hockey
League.

What happened in the near 29 minutes of game time that
followed are now forever preserved in sports lore, as Ayres
made eight saves, including seven in the third period, to help
the Canes to a 6-3 win.

"Some days it feels like yesterday, and some days it feels
like it wasn't even real," Ayres reflected on an upcoming
episode of CanesCast.

"It's something I'll never forget," McGinn said. "It brings back
great memories. It's special for David and our team. A lot of
guys reflect back on that and think how hard we fought for
him."

Rod Brind'Amour was behind the Canes' bench, watching in
disbelief as both of his goaltenders were injured in a game
that carried playoff implications.
Jordan Martinook and Brock McGinn were incredulous
nearby.
"I think I was kind of giggling," Martinook recalled. "There's
video of Roddy's face, and that kind of tells the whole story. I
think all of us were excited for him, and everybody was like,

David Ayres: One Year Later

Ayres had a Hockey Night in Canada towel draped around
his neck for a postgame television interview, moments after
being named first star of the game to a rousing cheer from
the bewildered but also supportive Toronto faithful.
Ayres was then drenched with water when he walked into the
Canes' locker room, pandemonium erupting for the team's
unlikely hero.
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"It's crazy," Brind'Amour reflected. "My memories of that are
obviously all good because it turned out well, and I like the
fact that we're still talking about it. It's a memory that we'll all
cherish, really."
The lasting memory of what happened that Saturday night in
Toronto, a story of the ordinary accomplishing the
extraordinary, is a cherished gift that keeps on giving.
"I feel like I get emotional every time I see something about
it. Still to this day it's kind of mind-boggling that it happened,"
Martinook said. "It just makes you happy. It's one of those
feel-good hockey moments. When you think of the game of
hockey, you think of those feel-good moments. That's at the
top for me, for sure."
A year removed from that magical night, the memories are
still fresh in all of our minds. One day, those memories will
be preserved in film, as Ayres is working with Disney on a
movie about his life and, of course, the game itself.

But the highlight of the whirlwind of a year since has been
Ayres using his newfound platform to spread a message of
hope.
"If my mom never gave me a kidney, I obviously wouldn't be
able to do any of this. It was really big for me to give back as
much as I could. I've had a lot of people in the last year
message me saying thank you for everything I've done in
raising awareness for organ donation and kidney donation,"
he said on an upcoming episode of CanesCast. "If anything,
being able to help people out and put smiles on people's
faces, for me, that's the best."
You can hear the full conversation with David Ayres on
episode 164 of CanesCast, which will be released on
Wednesday. Subscribe to the podcast on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, Google Podcasts or wherever you listen.

Recap: Fast Scores Twice in Loss to Lightning
Canes fall 4-2 in homestand finale
By Michael Smith
Jesper Fast scored his first two goals of the season, but the
Carolina Hurricanes fell 4-2 to the Tampa Bay Lightning on
Monday night at PNC Arena.
The Difference
The actual difference - the game-winning goal, the difference
maker - was scored by Ondrej Palat at the 8:02 mark of the
third period, a loose puck in front that he banged in off Brady
Skjei, the puck trickling in over the pad of James Reimer and
across over the goal line.
But, the Lightning set the tone early by establishing their
game from the drop of the puck and forcing the Canes to
snap into action.

the play. The Canes worked the puck up the near wall to
Jake Bean, who drew a defender and swung a pass over to
Martin Necas. Fast banged in the loose puck off Necas' shot
for his first goal with the Canes.
With 44.8 seconds left in the second period, Fast drew the
score even at two with an actual power-play goal, as he
pounced on a rebound off a Brett Pesce shot to roof his
second of the game.
Minus: The start
Having been shut out twice already by the Canes this season
- this after they weren't shut out in 70 regular-season games
or 25 playoff games in 2019-20 - Tampa Bay was the better
team early, an auspicious start bolstered by two power plays
and the bulk of puck possession and shots on goal.

Give the Canes credit, though: They survived the first period
and even led heading into the intermission, and they built a
game from there. The margin for error in the National Hockey
League, though, is razor thin, especially against the
defending Stanley Cup champions.

The Canes, though, survived the early storm and then got a
power play of their own - and they made it count with just
their second shot on goal of the game. Even still, the Canes
are cognizant of the fact that they have to play a 60-minute
game in order to secure two points, especially matched up
against one of the top teams in the league.

"They took it to us in the first period. We were real fortunate
to be ahead, but I give my guys a lot of credit. They realized
it as a group. I think from that point on in the second and
third periods, we were certainly right there with them," head
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We probably got what we
deserved. You can't play a 40-minute game in the NHL, and
you certainly can't play it against the best team in the NHL."

"They came out much harder than we did. We were on our
heels. We weren't ready in the first period, and it kind of hurt
us. You have to play a complete game against a team like
this, and we didn't do that tonight," Fast said. "We know
when we play a hard-nosed game and play the right way,
we're a hard team to beat. We've just got to be consistent
with that."

Plus/Minus

Stats Pack

Plus: Jesper Fast

7: Jake Bean recorded a game-high seven shots on goal,
including this one, where he used his shifty abilities to work
into open ice and create a shooting lane.

In his 12th game with the Canes, Jesper Fast tallied his first
and second goals with his new team.
Fast's first opened the scoring at the 13:27 mark of the first
period, an even-strength goal that might as well have been a
power-play marker, given that Steven Stamkos had just
exited the penalty box and had yet to work his way back in

"I always want to get as much as I can toward the net," he
said. "I'm always looking to generate offense as best I can."
5: Bean also recorded the secondary assist on Fast's first
goal, and he now has five assists in his last five games.
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359: This marked the first regulation loss at home for the
Canes in 359 days (Feb. 28, 2020 vs. COL). The Canes are
now 6-1-1 at PNC Arena this season.
Quote of the Night
"They're the defending champions, and they've got that title
for a reason. We need to show what we've got here. We

know we can play that we need to play. We've just got to do
that on a night in, night out basis." - Jake Bean
Up Next
This four-game set now shifts for Tampa for back-to-back
games on Wednesday and Thursday, the start of a fivegame road swing for the Canes.

Hurricanes celebrate anniversary of David Ayres game
Without being able to host most famous EBUG in history,
team takes to social media
By Dan O'Leary

On Monday, leading up to their game against the Tampa Bay
Lightning, the team honored Ayres' moment in history on the
broadcast and on social media.

One year ago, a legend was born.

They even celebrated with some customized downloadable
Ayres wallpaper.

On February 22, 2020, David Ayres walked in off the street
and into the crease to help the Carolina Hurricanes beat the
Toronto Maple Leafs.

Ayres, who lives in Toronto, could not attend the game in
Raleigh, obviously. But he still remains an unforgettable part
of team history.

Ayres was the Emergency Backup Goalie that night in
Toronto and stopped eight of 10 shots to help the Hurricanes
to a 6-3 victory.

Lightning end Hurricanes point streak at six
Stamkos, Palat, Hedman each has goal, assist for Tampa
Bay; Vasilevskiy makes 34 saves
By Kurt Dusterberg
RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Tampa Bay Lightning ended the
Carolina Hurricanes' point streak at six games with a 4-2
victory at PNC Arena on Monday.
Steven Stamkos, Ondrej Palat and Victor Hedman each had
a goal and an assist, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 34 saves
for the Lightning (11-4-1), who were coming off a 4-0 loss to
the Hurricanes on Saturday.
"We blocked a ton of shots (15), and when we didn't,
[Vasilevsky] was there," Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said.
"When you play good teams, you're going to get leaned on. I
like the fact that we didn't break."
Jesper Fast scored his first two goals with the Hurricanes
(12-4-1), who were 5-0-1 during their streak. James Reimer
made 28 saves.
"We were a little off at the start, but we built a game after
that," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "But they were
the better team overall, and that's why they got the two
points."

Palat put the Lightning ahead 3-2 at 8:04 of the third period.
Reimer stopped the initial stuff attempt at the top of the
crease, but Palat swatted his own rebound off the skate of
Brady Skjei into the net.
"We talked about that a lot, that we need to shoot more, we
need to go hard to the net, take the goalie's eyes away,"
Palat said. "I thought that's what we did. We created chances
like that, and that's how we scored."
Alex Killorn scored into an empty net with 40 seconds
remaining for the 4-2 final.
Fast gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 13:27 of the first
period. He screened Vasilevskiy on Martin Necas' shot
before jamming the rebound past the goalie's left pad.
"Of course you want to have a win when you score a goal,
and getting the first one, it's always good getting on the
score sheet," Fast said. "I'm trying to focus on playing the
right way. I feel like I'm starting to get my game where I want
it to be."
Stamkos tied it 1-1 at 2:26 of the second period when he
took a pass from Hedman and scored with a one-timer on
the power play.
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Hedman then gave the Lightning a 2-1 lead at 7:12 when he
scored with a wrist shot high to the short side from the right
face-off circle.
"I don't think we've lacked confidence, it's just we don't score
against these guys for two straight games (also shut out 1-0
in first game Jan. 28)," Hedman said. "We had some great
chances in the first, but we didn't bury it. I think a lot of credit
goes to all the guys who stuck with it."
Fast scored on the power play with 45 seconds left in the
second to tie it 2-2, again finishing a rebound at the right side
of the net.

"I'm happy with where we're at," Brind'Amour said. "You've
got to remember, we're playing one of the best, if not the
best, teams in hockey. They're going to have their moments,
there's just no way around it."
NOTES: The game was the second of four straight between
the teams. … Tampa Bay had gone 178:19 without a goal
against Carolina dating to last season. … Lightning center
Alex Barre-Boulet played 12:11 in his NHL debut. … It was
the first regulation loss at home for the Hurricanes (6-1-1). …
Carolina rookie defensemen Jake Bean had the secondary
assist on Fast's first goal and has five assists in his past five
games.

Palat, Stamkos, Hedman help Lightning beat Hurricanes 4-2
By Aaron Beard
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Tampa Bay was shut down by
Carolina for two games, and then found itself trailing the
Hurricanes again after the first period despite putting plenty
of pucks on the net.
The good news for coach Jon Cooper? The Lightning stayed
on the attack.
Ondrej Palat snapped a tie 8:04 into the third period to help
Tampa Bay beat Carolina 4-2 on Monday night, taking the
second of four straight games between the teams.
Palat, Steven Stamkos and Victor Hedman each had a goal
and an assist for the Lightning, who were shut out in each of
their first two matchups with the Hurricanes this season.
Then they trailed 1-0 after the first despite getting 11 shots
on James Reimer and controlling play.
“We had to believe in what we were doing and we would
have a chance to come back if we were playing the same
way, and we did,” Cooper said. “And that was the big talk in
between the first and the second (period): ‘Keep playing the
same way and you’ll be rewarded,’ and they were.”
Stamkos got the Lightning on the board early in the second,
and Palat picked up his seventh goal when he poked his own
rebound off the skates of Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei
and Reimer before it went into the net.
Hedman scored his fourth goal in the second and Alex
Killhorn added a late empty-netter to clinch it for the
Lightning, who had lost three of four. Andrei Vasilevskiy
finished with 34 saves.
Jesper Fast scored his first two goals for Carolina, which had
won five of six. Reimer made 28 saves and held up against
Tampa Bay’s fast start.
“That’s exactly what we said was going to happen, thought
was going to happen, tried to prepare for it,” Carolina coach
Rod Brind’Amour said of the Lightning’s start. “Obviously we

weren’t ready to go from the start. ... They took it to us in the
first period — real fortunate to be ahead.”
LONG DROUGHT
The Lightning entered Monday having gone nearly 156
minutes of game time and more than seven periods since
last finding the back of the net against the Hurricanes.
Stamkos stopped that drought when he one-timed a feed
from Hedman on the left side at 2:26 of the second. It was
Tampa Bay’s first goal against Carolina since Brayden
Point’s second-period goal in a 3-1 win in January 2020.
“We had some great chances in the first and we didn’t bury
them,” Hedman said. “It’s human nature to start thinking
(about the drought), but I think a lot of credit goes to all the
guys that we stuck with it and then we got rewarded.”
WELCOME
Lightning center Alex Barre-Boulet played 12 minutes in his
NHL debut.
The 23-year-old is an undrafted player who signed with the
organization in 2018 and went on to become the American
Hockey League rookie of the year a year later. He scored 64
goals at the AHL level with Syracuse, with three coming this
season.
“I didn’t sleep much last night, to be honest,” Barre-Boulet
said. “I was really excited.”
FAST’S SCORES
Fast, who signed in October after seven seasons with the
New York Rangers, found the net in his 12th game with
Carolina.
“I feel like I’m trying to focus on playing the right way,” Fast
said. “And when you play good, usually the goals and points
come.”
STRONG START
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Carolina entered at 12-3-1 with 25 points, rising to the top of
the Central Division standings while matching the franchise’s
best record through 16 games.

UP NEXT
The teams shift their four-game set to Florida for games on
Wednesday and Thursday.

The other time came in the 2005-06 season, which ended
with the Hurricanes winning their only Stanley Cup in a
seven-game series against Edmonton.

Recap: Canes fall to Lightning in disjointed effort
The Carolina Hurricanes lost their first home game of the
season Monday night, falling to the Tampa Bay Lightning
despite two goals from Jesper Fast.
By Alec_Sawyer
A six-game home point streak to start the season came to an
end for the Carolina Hurricanes Monday night in PNC Arena,
as the Canes fell to the Tampa Bay Lightning 4-2 in a game
where Carolina never seemed to find its footing.
The Canes came out of the gate sloppy and looking off, and
couldn’t overcome the mistakes despite a strong effort to
claw back into the game. Jesper Fast scored both Carolina
goals off of rebounds, his first two tallies for the team.
For the Lightning, Steven Stamkos, Victor Hedman and
Ondrej Palat found the net, with Palat scoring the gamewinner in the third period. Alex Killorn added an empty netter
in the final minute.
James Reimer took the loss in net for the Canes, though his
performance certainly wasn’t to blame for the defeat. He
stopped 28 of 31 shots faced, keeping the Hurricanes afloat
in a particularly ugly first period. Andrei Vasilevskiy was in
net for the Lightning, stopping 33 of 35 Carolina shots faced.
In Carolina’s 4-0 win over the Lightning Saturday night, the
Canes played their most complete game of the season,
controlling things from start to finish. The same certainly
could not be said early on Monday night, as the Canes came
out of the gate playing pretty poorly.
Tampa Bay dominated the game’s first 10 minutes, outshooting Carolina 11-1 early while boasting a CF% over 90
midway through the opening period. Reimer was exceptional,
scrambling to make a couple fantastic saves as Carolina
killed off two penalties.
Things seemed to flip a bit for the Hurricanes following the
second penalty kill, as Carolina became a little cleaner and
more engaged. The Canes opened up the scoring in the
seconds after a power play came to an end, as Fast netted
his first goal with the team.
Jake Bean made a stellar, heads-up play to set things up,
keeping the puck in the zone as Steven Stamkos was exiting

the box to virtually extend the Canes 5-on-4 time for a few
seconds. Bean made a crisp pass to Necas, who fired into
Vasilevskiy’s pads. Fast was there to clean things up,
converting off the rebound.
Fast’s opening tally was the only one of the first period, as
Carolina entered the first intermission with a 1-0 lead despite
a period of hockey that mostly did not go its way.
Tampa Bay went on the power play again early in the second
period, as Sebastian Aho went to the box for hooking, and
this time the Lightning took advantage. Stamkos got the puck
and blasted one between Reimer’s blocker and body, tying
things at 1-1.
It was Tampa Bay’s first goal of the season against the
Canes, as Carolina went 143 minutes and 38 seconds on the
ice with the defending Stanley Cup champs without
conceding a goal.
The Lightning made it 2-1 later in the middle frame, as
Hedman rifled home a snipe from the circle at even strength.
The Hurricanes tied things up on the power play late in the
second period, as Nino Niederreiter made a great play to
draw a penalty on Hedman. With the Canes up a man, Fast
scored his second of the night, again off a rebound.
Dougie Hamilton made a great pass across the ice to Brett
Pesce, who fired a wrister on Vasilevskiy. The rebound was
a big one, and Fast was perfectly positioned to make it a 2-2
game.
The Lightning regained the lead eight minutes into the final
period, as Palat took advantage of some unsightly mistakes
from Canes’ defenseman Brady Skjei. The sequence started
with a bad turnover by Skjei, and it ended with Palat winning
a battle with Skjei in front of net and sending the goal in off
his skate.
Carolina got some good chances down the stretch, including
some clean looks on a long possession with its own net
empty, but couldn’t find a tying goal. Killorn sealed the
Tampa Bay victory with an empty netter.
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The Hurricanes and Lightning will continue their stretch of
four consecutive games Wednesday night in Tampa,
Carolina’s first trip to the Sunshine State this season.

They said it: Brind’Amour, Bean, Fast on loss to Lightning
Rod Brind’Amour, Jesper Fast and Jake Bean spoke to the
media via Zoom after Monday night’s loss.

with [30-6]. So we definitely had a response, you just can’t
play a 40-minute game against this team.

By Alec_Sawyer and Andrew Schnittker Feb 22, 2021,
10:56pm EST

On the Canes seeing where they are in the third game of this
series: I think we know where we’re at. I’m happy with where
we’re at. You’ve got to remember we’re playing one of the
best, if not the best team in hockey. They’re going to have
their moments. There’s just no way around it. Like I said, we
were a little off at the start, but then we built a game after
that, and I think we went head to head with them after that.
But they were the better team overall, and that’s why they
got the two points.

The Canes were fortunate to take a 1-0 lead after a poor
start against Tampa Bay Monday night, but ultimately didn’t
play well enough to win in a 4-2 loss.
Rod Brind’Amour, Jake Bean and Jesper Fast spoke to the
media after the loss, here’s a full breakdown of everything
they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On Tampa coming with a big push early: That’s exactly what
we said was going to happen, thought was going to happen.
We tried to prepare for it, but obviously we weren’t’ ready to
go from the start. You’ve got to give their team credit, that’s
the Stanley Cup champs. They took it to us in the first period
and we were really fortunate to be ahead. But I give my guys
a lot of credit, because they realized it as a group. I think
from that point on, the second and third period, we were
certainly right there with them, if not maybe even better. We
certainly had the bulk of the chances in the third. But we
probably got what we deserved with the start. You can’t play
a 40-minute game in the NHL, and you certainly can’t play it
against the best team in the NHL.
On preparing for Tampa to make a push: We were
scrambling, that’s for sure. You have a game plan going in,
and that goes out the window. You know basically
everybody’s just off. That happens. When you’re playing this
many games, we probably get a little feeling good. It’s not
that much, it’s just a little bit from every guy. But when every
guy is just that much, that’s what it looks like in the first
period. But you’ve got to give our guys credit for digging in
after that, waking up. At least we gave them a game. It’s too
bad we didn’t get anything out of it. We made one little
mistake that cost us in the third. But you’ve got to play a 60minute game.
On scoring on the power play: We’ve got good players. And I
think they work hard. We’ve got a lot of skill out there too.
We got one tonight. We really got two the way I look at it,
because one was right at the end of the power play. But we
gave up one, so it kind of cancelled out there. But it’s the
game now. You’ve got to have good special teams for sure.
On Tampa’s physicality with the hits on Brock McGinn and
Martin Necas, and the Canes’ response: I’m trying to
remember the hits. I can’t even really remember them, to be
honest with you. I know the one at the end there [McGinn]
was hurt there for a little bit. It’s physical. We had some big
hits the last game. It’s part of it, two teams going at it. I don’t
know what you mean about response. I thought we had a
great response. We threw everything at them in the third
period. We had six shots in the first period, and we ended up

On Jesper Fast: I think he’s just more comfortable with how
we do things and the system. You can still see there’s some
hesitation at times, maybe. I think once he really gets
comfortable in what we expect or how we play, you’re going
to see more of that like you did tonight. He was really good.
Jesper Fast
On the biggest difference between Saturday’s game and
Monday’s: They came out way harder than we did. We were
on our heels. We weren’t ready the first period. That kind of
hurt us. You’ve got to play a complete game against a team
like this, and we didn’t do that tonight.
On getting his first goals for Carolina: Of course you want to
have a win when you score a goal. Of course getting the first
one, it’s always good to get on the scoresheet. I am trying to
focus on playing the right way, and when you play good
usually the goals and points come. I feel like I’m starting to
get my game where I want it to be. That’s usually when you
get some success.
On the key to getting wins when you play against a team so
many times in a row: We’ve got to play our game. It’s been a
success so far. We know when we play a hard-nosed game,
play the right way that we are a very hard team to beat.
We’ve just got to be consistent with that.
Jake Bean
On if this is what they expected from Tampa Bay and on if
they were glad to weather the storm at the beginning: Yeah, I
think you’re totally right. We knew they were going to come
out a little bit different than they did the night before. It may
have looked like we weathered it, but [James Reimer] took
most of the brunt there. We didn’t come out the way we
needed to, especially with what we knew they were going to
come with. We got lucky in the first to come out of it. We just
need to be better.
On if he’s starting to feel more comfortable: Yeah, absolutely.
I’ve never been one to just be able to step in and just be
super confident right off the bat. I usually grow up pretty
naturally, so hopefully I can continue to do that and help us
win games.
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On if he’s been told to be active offensively: No, I haven’t
been told to be more offensive. I always want to get as much
as I can towards the net. Tonight, I got some pucks where I
was able to make some moves and get pucks to the net. I’m
always looking to generate offense as best I can, and tonight
it fell in my hands pretty nicely.

On if it’s important for Carolina to respond to this game like
Tampa Bay responded to Saturday’s: Yeah, absolutely. They
are the defending champions. They earned that title for a
reason. We need to kind of show what we’ve got here. We
know we can play the way that we need to play. We’ve just
got to do that on a night in and night out basis, and we’ve got
another shot to do that here soon.

About last night: ‘You can’t play a 40-minute game.’
The Canes survived a horrific start, but ultimately got what
they deserved in a 4-2 loss to Tampa Bay Monday.
By Andrew Schnittker
The Hurricanes survived a sluggish (in the extreme) start
against the Tampa Bay Lightning Monday, but still did not
have enough to win, falling 4-2 in their first regulation loss on
home ice of the season.
Canes survive horrible first, but late mistake costs them
Saturday’s 4-0 win over Tampa was a clinic for how
dominant the Canes can be when they’re on their game. The
first period Monday was the polar opposite. The Lightning
owned the early stages of Monday’s game, dominating
shots, chances, puck possession and any other metric you
can think of through the first 10 minutes and change.
But the Canes came through it without being punished on the
scoreboard, largely thanks to an excellent start from James
Reimer. The Canes’ netminder has been a little shaky lately,
particularly early in games. If he wasn’t on his A-game to
start this one, it might have been over after 10 minutes.
At one point, Tampa was outshooting Carolina 10-1, but
Reimer made multiple grade-A stops, including a save-ofthe-year candidate.
“We knew they were going to come out a little bit different
than they did the night before,” said Jake Bean. “It may have
looked like we weathered it, but [Reimer] took most of the
brunt there. We didn’t come out the way we needed to,
especially with what we knew they were going to come with.
We got lucky in the first to come out of it. We just need to be
better.
Reimer’s heroics even allowed the Canes to take a 1-0 lead
to the intermission. However, the team knew it was
extremely fortunate to be up after one, and karma caught up
with the Canes as Tampa Bay outscored them 4-1 the rest of
the way, including two unanswered in the third period.
The Canes played better but still made too many mistakes,
including a defensive zone turnover by Brady Skjei on Ondrej
Palat’s game-winning goal. Carolina peppered Andrei
Vasilevskiy with 17 third-period shots, but couldn’t find the
equalizer. While the team found a way to stay in the game
when it wasn’t at its best, the Canes didn’t deserve to win,
and they didn’t.
“We tried to prepare for it, but obviously we weren’t’ ready to
go from the start,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “You’ve got to give
their team credit, that’s the Stanley Cup champs. They took it
to us in the first period and we were really fortunate to be
ahead. But I give my guys a lot of credit, because they

realized it as a group. I think from that point on, the second
and third period, we were certainly right there with them, if
not maybe even better. We certainly had the bulk of the
chances in the third. But we probably got what we deserved
with the start. You can’t play a 40-minute game in the NHL,
and you certainly can’t play it against the best team in the
NHL.”
Jesper Fast’s big night
There were some bright spots for the Canes, chief among
them the first two goals in a Hurricanes uniform for Jesper
Fast.
The past few games, Jesper Fast has been used on the
power play and has been great making plays in traffic and
along the goal line. He was rewarded twice in this one,
pouncing on the rebound of a Martin Necas shot and cashing
in on the tail of a power play on the first one.
Fast again finished a second chance, this time with an official
power-play goal, knocking in the rebound of a Brett Pesce
shot late in a second period that had seen Tampa Bay
continue to outplay the Canes and take a 2-1 lead before
Fast’s goal, sending the team to the intermission tied.
Fast has been making an impact lately with his net-front play
and ability to be used on both special teams units, and it’s
easy to see why he was a player the Canes wanted to add in
free agency.
“Of course you want to have a win when you score a goal,”
Fast said. “Of course getting the first one, it’s always good to
get on the scoresheet. I am trying to focus on playing the
right way, and when you play good usually the goals and
points come. I feel like I’m starting to get my game where I
want it to be. That’s usually when you get some success.”
Jake Bean showing he belongs
Coming into the season, the Canes knew they had to get
Bean, a 2016 first rounder who’s proven everything there is
to prove at the lower levels, some more games to evaluate
him. They’ve done that in the form of a five-game stint with
others (so far, Haydn Fleury and Jake Gardiner) serving as
healthy scratches.
Bean’s given the team absolutely no reason, and really no
choice, to take him out of the lineup. He’s shown his ability to
skate the puck up the ice and make plays in the offensive
zone, setting up his teammates for scoring opportunities.
Bean has five assists in those five games, including a
secondary assist on Fast’s first goal in which he made a
good play the blue line to keep the zone and set up Martin
Necas’ shot that led to Fast’s rebound goal.
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Bean led the team with seven shots on goal against Tampa,
and continued to show his propensity to generate offense as
he gains confidence and comfortability at the NHL level.

“I always want to get as much as I can towards the net,”
Bean said. “Tonight, I got some pucks where I was able to
make some moves and get pucks to the net. I’m always
looking to generate offense as best I can, and tonight it fell in
my hands pretty nicely.”

Geekie CCM/AHL Player of Week
The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that center Morgan
Geekie has been selected as the CCM/American Hockey
League’s Player of the Week — just four days after being
loaned to the team by the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes.
Geekie produced four goals and one assist in a pair of wins
against Iowa that extended the Wolves’ start to a franchiserecord 7-0-0-0. The 22-year-old Strathclair, Manitoba, native
scored on all four shots he attempted.
In his debut Saturday night at the Wolves Training Facility in
Hoffman Estates, Geekie scored 19 seconds into the game
— the team’s fastest opening goal since Jan. 29, 2014. He
added another goal and an assist in the Wolves’ 10-2 win.
On Sunday afternoon, Geekie scored a pair of first-period
goals to spark Chicago’s 4-1 victory. He becomes the
Wolves’ first AHL Player of the Week honoree since forward
Teemu Pulkkinen in the final week of the 2017-18 regular
season and will receive an etched crystal award from CCM.

“There’s a lot of skill on this team and it’s a great, great place
to play,” Geekie said. “I’m glad I can come in and make an
impact.”
Geekie, a third-round pick in the 2017 NHL Entry Draft,
played nine games for Carolina this season before joining
the Wolves. He owns 3 goals and 1 assist in 11 NHL regularseason appearances and 45 goals and 48 assists in 130
AHL games.
The Wolves return to the ice at 6 p.m. Friday with a trip to
Grand Rapids. Chicago then hosts the Griffins at 3 p.m.
Sunday at the Wolves Training Facility.
Fans are not permitted to attend in accordance with Illinois
Department of Public Health safety guidelines, but fans can
get their smiling faces inside the building with a cutout placed
in the Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by Hefty. To learn how
to purchase a cutout, click here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

A record-setting start
Welcome to Wolves Insider: the report presented by Power
Crunch that gives you a taste of all Chicago Wolves
developments as the organization enjoys its 27th season.
RACING TO A RECORD-SETTING START
The Chicago Wolves have put a lot of great teams on the ice
over the years, but none of them have been so dominant
right from the start as head coach Ryan Warsofsky’s 2021
squad.
Not only have the Wolves won all seven of their games in
regulation — eclipsing the 6-0-0-0 start by the 2007-08
Calder Cup champions — they have not trailed since the
5:11 mark of the second period in their second game (Feb. 6
at Rockford). The only time they’ve been tied in the third
period this season (Feb. 11 vs. Grand Rapids), they regained
the lead for good on a David Cotton goal just 86 seconds
later.

The Wolves have outscored their opponents 34-14 — a +20
goal margin that doubles the next-closest AHL team — as
goaltenders Jeremy Helvig and Beck Warm have teamed
with a veteran defensive unit to allow two goals or fewer in
each of the last five games. But the AHL’s top offense (4.86
goals per game) draws even more kudos.
“I think our team speed has been most impressive,”
Warsofsky said. “When we get going, when we’re playing
fast, we’re tough to play against. We’ve got some young kids
with a lot of skill who can drive offense. That has been
surprising.”
The Wolves still have a ways to go to break the AHL record
for fastest start. The 1984-85 Rochester Americans, who
briefly featured a 19-year-old Tom Barrasso in net, won their
first 11 games on their way to a 40-27-13 record.
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GEEKIE WINS CCM/AHL PLAYER OF THE WEEK
HONORS

over Iowa and has produced at least one point in five of the
Wolves’ six games.

Center Morgan Geekie maximized his brief stay with the
Chicago Wolves. Loaned to the team Thursday by the NHL’s
Carolina Hurrricanes, Geekie scored just 19 seconds into his
Wolves debut Saturday night. He added another goal and an
assist to buttress that 10-2 win over Iowa Wild, then added
two goals in the first period to trigger Sunday afternoon’s 4-1
win over Iowa.

REWIND (3-0-0-0)

For producing four goals (on four shots) and one assist in his
first 22 hours in a Wolves uniform, Geekie was named as the
CCM/AHL Player of the Week at noon Chicago time.
However, at 4:45 p.m. Monday, Geekie was recalled from
loan by Carolina.
FACEBOOK WATCH ON FRIDAY
The Wolves have amassed a big following on AHLTV this
season thanks to the affordable subscription packages at
AHLTV.com. But for those who have yet to watch this team,
Friday is for you. The Wolves’ 6 p.m. game at Grand Rapids
is the AHL’s Facebook Watch Game of the Week, so go to
the AHL’s page (facebook.com/theahl) at that time to watch
our game live!
STILL ROOM IN THE WOLVES FAN GALLERY!
Fans can’t attend Wolves home games this season, but that
doesn’t mean their smiling faces can’t be inside the Wolves
Training Facility for every game! How do fans get inside the
building? By joining the Chicago Wolves Fan Gallery,
presented by Hefty, with a purchase of their own
personalized cutout for just $50.
Each cutout will “attend” every home game. Then, at the end
of the season, each cutout will be autographed and sent to
you as a permanent souvenir of the 2020-21 season. To
learn how to purchase a cutout and submit your picture, click
here.

SUNDAY, FEB. 21: (at) CHICAGO 4, IOWA 1



Center Morgan Geekie scored two goals in the first
period as the Wolves set a franchise record for
fastest start to the season as they improved to 7-00-0.



Center Rem Pitlick added his sixth goal of the
season — tied for the AHL lead — while Tanner
Jeannot added an empty-net goal and defenseman
Joey Keane handed out two assists.



Goaltender Beck Warm stopped a career-high 40
shots in the win.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20: (at) CHICAGO 10, IOWA 2



Center Morgan Geekie scored 19 seconds into the
game to set the tone for four goals in the first eight
minutes, nine goals in the first 23 minutes and the
Wolves’ first 10-goal game since 2007.



Geekie, Rem Pitlick and Seth Jarvis scored two
goals apiece while Tom Novak delivered a teamhigh four points as 15 skaters produced points and
set a team single-game record with 29 points.



Goaltender Jeremy Helvig parried 35 shots to earn
the win.

TUESDAY, FEB. 16: CHICAGO 3, (at) ROCKFORD 2



Forward Anthony Richard scored 81 seconds into
the game to give the Wolves a lead they would not
relinquish in a road win Tuesday night.



Nineteen-year-old forwards Ryan Suzuki and Phil
Tomasino also scored goals — Suzuki’s being his
first as a pro — as the Wolves opened a 3-0 lead
through two periods.



Goaltender Beck Warm rejected 37 shots to set a
team season-high for saves.

TOP LINE
SETH JARVIS
The Carolina Hurricanes’ first-round pick in the 2020 NHL
Entry Draft scored two goals in Saturday’s 10-2 victory over
Iowa to take over the AHL lead in goals (6) and to pull into a
tie for the league lead in points (9). The 19-year-old from
Winnipeg, Manitoba, scored at least one point in each of his
first six pro games.

UPCOMING GAMES
Friday, Feb. at Grand
26
Rapids

6 p.m. Van Andel Arena

One day after Jarvis took over the AHL goal-scoring lead,
this 23-year-old center joined him at the top as Pitlick scored
his sixth goal of the season during Sunday’s 4-1 win over
Iowa. The Plymouth, Minnesota, native owns six goals in six
games and also boasts a +6 plus/minus rating during his
second year as a pro.

Sunday,
Feb. 28

vs. Grand
Rapids

3 p.m.

Wolves Training
Facility

AHLTV

Friday,
March 5

vs.
Cleveland

7 p.m.

Wolves Training
Facility

AHLTV

TOM NOVAK

Saturday,
March 6

vs.
Cleveland

3 p.m.

Wolves Training
Facility

AHLTV

Saturday,
March 13

at Iowa

7 p.m. Wells Fargo Arena AHLTV

REM PITLICK

This center from River Falls, Wisconsin, racked up one goal
and five assists in three games last week to join Jarvis at the
top of the AHL scoring list with 9 points. The 23-year-old tied
a career-high with four pinots (G, 3A) in Saturday’s 10-2 win

AHLTV
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One year later, Hurricanes still amazed
with emergency goalie David Ayres
By Todd Gibson
RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – One year ago today, just before
the pandemic would change the way we live, the hockey
world witnessed a feel-good story for the ages.
“It’s kind of crazy to think that that was a year ago,” said
Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “Everything was
good up until that day. We were normal and maybe we took
it for granted that normal.”
There was nothing normal about that Feb. 22, 2020 night in
Toronto.
David Ayres, a maintenance operations manager, was thrust
onto the Scotiabank Arena ice when both Carolina
Hurricanes goalies went down with injuries.
A 42-year-old practice goalie for the Toronto Marlies of the
American Hockey League, Ayres was now tasked with trying
to stop some of the worlds best hockey players.
“It was me and Brock (McGinn) and Roddy (Brind’Amour)
and I think me and Brock looked over at Roddy and there’s
video or Roddy’s face and that kind of tells the whole story,”

laughed Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook. “He’s like
rolling his eyes.”
Not for long.
After a rough start, Ayres would go on to make eight saves in
close to 30 minutes of action in the Hurricanes 6-3 win over
the Maple Leafs.
“It just makes you happy,” Martinook admitted. “It’s just one
of those feel-good moments that when you think of the game
of hockey you think of those feel-good moments and that’s at
the top for me.”
Because of COVID-19 protocols, Ayres can’t be in Raleigh
on Monday to celebrate the one-year anniversary when the
Canes host defending Stanley Cup Champion Tampa Bay.
“It’s something I’ll never forget,” said Hurricanes forward
Brock McGinn. “Even when you see it on TV or the internet
it’s always something you want to watch because it brings
back great memories.”
And now, with so much hardship everywhere, hockey fans
get the chance to look back at a moment in time that
captivated the sport of hockey.
“It’s a memory I think we’ll all cherish, really,” said
Brind’Amour.

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249424165.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249433395.html
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/02/hurricanes-drop-rematch-to-lightning-lose-4-2/
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/david-ayres-canes-reflect-on-magical-night-one-year-ago/c-321666902
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-jesper-fast-scores-twice-in-loss-to-lightning/c-321691630
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-celebrate-david-ayres-anniversary/c-321710794
https://www.nhl.com/news/tampa-bay-lightning-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-321286478
https://apnews.com/article/brady-skjei-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-tampa-bay-lightning-jesper-fast-3c2503013755b1e2fb0d514dea624cf7
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/22/22296499/recap-canes-fall-to-lightning-in-disjointed-effort
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/22/22296440/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-jesper-fast-jake-bean
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Tampa Bay Lightning outfights Carolina Hurricanes for 4-2 victory

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 22, 2021 06:43 PM,

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was blunt and succinct
Monday in assessing a 4-2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning.
The Canes can’t win playing 40 good minutes of hockey, he said.
More so, the Canes can’t beat the 2020 Stanley Cup champions playing
40 good minutes of hockey.
Oddly, the game Monday at PNC Arena had the Canes (12-4-1) chasing
the Lightning throughout the first period yet leading 1-0 when it was over.
Jesper Fast scored his first goal as a Hurricanes just after a Carolina
power play ended, banging in a rebound of a Martin Necas shot, and the
Canes went to the locker room with the lead.
“Obviously we weren’t ready to go from the start,” Brind’Amour said.
“They’re the Stanley Cup champs and they took it to us in the first period
and we were fortunate to be ahead.
“We were scrambling, that’s for sure. We had a game plan going in and
that goes out the window and everybody basically is off. That happens.
It’s not that much. It can be a little bit from every guy, but when every guy
is just that much (off) that’s what it looks like in the first period.”
The Lightning (11-4-1), shut out by the Canes in the first two games this
season, continued to push and probe and keep the pressure on goalie
James Reimer and the Canes defense. Tampa Bay seemed a half-step
quicker than the Canes this night and two of its biggest stars soon gave
them the lift that was needed.
Steven Stamkos blasted a shot past Reimer on the power play early in
the second -- Tampa Bay’s first goal against Carolina in 178:19
stretching back to last season. Defenseman Victor Hedman, always an
offensive threat, then wristed a shot high to the blocker side to give the
Lightning a 2-1 lead.
Fast scored again for the Canes in the final minute of the second and
also had the biggest collision of the period, sending Tampa Bay’s Erik
Cernak sailing into the Canes bench. That set up an intense third period
that had the Canes’ Necas and Brock McGinn absorbing big hits.
Ondrej Palat finally pushed Tampa Bay ahead at 8:04, winning a battle
with defenseman Brady Skjei around the crease and getting off a shot
that glanced off Skjei and past Reimer. Alex Killorn’s empty-netter
clinched it as the two teams now go to Tampa for two games.
After Nedeljkovic shut out Tampa Bay 4-0 on Saturday, there were
questions if he might start again Monday. Reimer got the start and
weathered the first period, making saves with every part of his body,
before the Lightning broke through.
Andrei Vasilevskiy earned his 10th win of the season in net for the
Lightning with 34 saves, facing 17 shots in the third.

“The second and third periods we were right there with them if not even
better,” Brind’Amour said. “We had the bulk of the chances in the third
but we probably got what we deserved. You’ve got to pay a 60-minute
game.”
The Lightning effectively shut down the Canes’ top line -- Sebastian Aho
and Brock McGinn did not have a shot on goal and Andrei Svechnikov
had two shots on a mostly quiet night. Rookie defenseman Jake Bean,
making a fifth straight start, had a game-high seven of the Canes’ 36
shots as his comfort level grows.
“You’ve got to play a complete game against a team like this and we
didn’t do that,” Fast said.
News Observer LOADED: 02.23.2021
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David Ayres saved the Hurricanes a year ago today. And yes, a Disney
movie is happening

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

At 10 o’clock Monday morning, David Ayres said he was doing his sixth
interview of the day.
A year after the fact, people still want to hear his story. They still want to
hear about the night he put on his goalie gear in Toronto, went in net in
an emergency and won an NHL game for the Carolina Hurricanes.
That the Canes beat the Maple Leafs that night, Feb. 22, 2020, is
something Ayres is often reminded of in the Toronto area.
“Oh, yeah, like every day,” Ayres said Monday in an interview with the
News & Observer. “Every single day. When people see me or message
me they’ll say, ‘I hate you for beating the Leafs but the story was great.’”
And it was a great story. Ayres, then 42, was the emergency backup
goalie at the game at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto. Thrust into the game
when Canes goalies James Reimer and then Petr Mrazek both were
injured, he kept his emotions in check and held his poise as the Canes
won 6-3.
“The thing that’s special to me is that when the players first saw me on
the ice for the first time, how great they were,” Ayres said. “They were
already on my side, not even knowing who I was. How they embraced
having me on the ice with them and how they played so well in front of
me, and we got the win, it was fantastic.”
Toronto Maple Leafs left wing Pierre Engvall (47) scores his team’s third
goal of the game against Carolina Hurricanes emergency goalie David
Ayres (90) during second-period NHL hockey game action in Toronto,
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020. Frank Gunn AP
Ayres was named the game’s first star and given a postgame ovation —
in Toronto. He then was welcomed like a conquering hero in the Canes’
locker room, the short video of his entrance quickly going viral as his
story spread.
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Some referred to him simply as the “Zamboni driver” but that was
misleading. It was learned the Whitby, Ontario, native had served for
several years as a practice goalie for the Toronto Marlies, the Leafs’ AHL
team, and, yes, had on occasion driven the Zamboni at the rink.
Since that night in Toronto, he also is a goalie of record in the National
Hockey League and his record is 1-0. His goalie stick was sent to the
Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto.
“I think I get emotional every time I see something about it,” Canes
forward Jordan Martinook said Monday. “Still to this day, it’s kind of mindboggling that it happened and the way it played out. When you think of
the game of hockey you think of those feel-good moments.”
Martinook said he remembers looking at forward Brock McGinn on the
bench when Ayres first came on the ice, wearing No. 90. They both then
glanced over at Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who appeared
downcast, dejected.
“There’s video of Roddy’s face that kind of tells the whole story,”
Martinook said. “He was like rolling his eyes. I think all of us were excited
for (Ayres) and everybody was kind of like, ‘OK, it’s going to be what it’s
going to be and hopefully we can hold the fort down, but we’re not
expecting much.’”
After winning the game, he went through a round of interviews with the
network shows in New York. He was on The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert, then Ayres and his wife, Sarah, came to Raleigh. It was officially
proclaimed “David Ayres Day” in the city and Gov. Roy Cooper named
him an honorary state citizen.
Ayres sounded the warning siren before the Feb. 25 game against Dallas
and signed autographs. No. 90 jerseys soon were available in PNC
Arena and in merchandising, with parts of the proceeds going to a kidney
foundation of Ayres’ choice.
“The people there were unbelievable, so nice, so embracing,” Ayres said.
The coming of the pandemic put an end to the NHL’s regular season in
March 2020, just a few weeks after the game. As a kidney transplant
survivor, Ayres has had to be cautious in dealing with the coronavirus
threat and possible COVID exposure.
“It’s been kind of crazy,” Ayres told the N&O. “Obviously we had a lot of
stuff planned and we’re going to go to a lot of places, meet a lot of
people, speaking, things like that. COVID shut that down but I have been
able to do stuff online, virtually.
“We wanted to go back to Carolina, wanted to go back in March. COVID
kind of slowed everything but we were able to do a lot more family stuff,
so that was all good.”
DISNEY MOVIE IS PLANNED
Ayres said a Disney movie based on his story is in the works, although
no title has been chosen. It’s a story, he said, to which people can relate:
An average Joe suddenly in the spotlight and unexpectedly getting the
opportunity of a lifetime.
One thing is for sure: He has had more than 15 minutes of fame. In June,
NHL.com had fans vote on the “Greatest Moment of the NHL season ...
So Far” and Ayres got more than 80% of the vote.
Ayres said he now works for CIMCO, a company specializing in ice-rink
refrigeration technology. He said he still plays some pond hockey,
laughing as he added, “Just trying to keep my game sharp.”
His plans for Monday night: watch the Hurricanes’ game against Tampa
Bay. And reflect.
While Brind’Amour was groaning at first on that night last February, he
could smile at the end of an unforgettable game and moment — and still
does.
“It’s hard to believe that was a year ago because of what’s gone on in a
year’s time,” Brind’Amour said. “Everything was good up until that day.

We were normal and maybe took it for granted, that normal. And now
here we are a year later and yet look how far we’ve come, even in a year,
with everything.
“My memories of that are all good because it turned out well. I like the
fact we’re still talking about it. It’s a memory that I think we’ll all cherish,
really.”
News Observer LOADED: 02.23.2021
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Paul Maurice 20 Questions: On Whalers, Stanley Cup hope and ‘Cool
Hand Luke’

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Feb 22, 2021

On an overcast afternoon in Vancouver, in a rare opening between
responsibilities as head coach of the Winnipeg Jets, Paul Maurice
cracked open an old book. It was a thriller, published 42 years ago, and it
featured an assassin, a corporate oligopoly and the pursuit of deep,
spiritual understanding.
“Not getting too wound up in earthly possessions, and finding a life in
sometimes difficult situations,” Maurice said. “It’s intriguing.”
It was not the first time he had read the book. The 54-year-old was raised
by educators, with his father serving as an elementary school principal
and his mother working as a teacher. One of his brothers is a general
surgeon, and the other is an engineer.
His wife, Michelle, was a high school teacher in Windsor, Ont., which is
where Maurice played junior hockey with the Spitfires, and also where he
began his decades-long pursuit of a business degree from the University
of Windsor. (All three of their children have pursued post-secondary
education.)
An eye injury suffered during a game dashed his hopes of a professional
playing career, but it also gave him an alternative path. Maurice was
barely out of his teens when he first became an assistant coach in
Windsor, and he was only 28 when he became head coach of the
Hartford Whalers in 1995.
At 43, he became the youngest person to coach 1,000 NHL games. And
as he leads the Jets through a pandemic-shortened season — in a
career with other stops in Carolina and Toronto — he is only about 500
games from catching Scotty Bowman for the most games coached in
league history.
Before he got back to work, Maurice took time to field 20 Questions from
The Athletic, talking about “Brass Bonanza,” the Stanley Cup and the
lessons of “Cool Hand Luke.”
(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.)
1. On the first day you had to meet reporters as coach of the Maple
Leafs, your brother Michael was doing endoscopy at a hospital in
Kitchener, Ont.: Who had the tougher afternoon?
(Maurice laughs) He told me once — and this is years ago — that he’d
done about 4,000 of them. So I think I had a little tougher afternoon. At
that point in time, I think I’m in the league on and off for about 11 years.
It’s a different animal. Coaching in that market is not like any other, save
Montreal, which is something I don’t know about. I’m in my second
Canadian city now: Coaching in Toronto is a completely different animal.
2. A doctor, an engineer and a hockey coach walk into a bar: Who’s
picking up the tab?
(Maurice laughs) Good question. God, I hope the hockey coach isn’t so
cheap that he tries to pass it off on my two brothers. We’d fight for it. Find
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a way to split it. You know what? At the end of the day, hopefully, the
older brother does. That’s usually the way it works. That’s the doc.
3. In 1988, you told the Windsor Star you were planning to attend law
school: What kind of law were you hoping to practise?
You know what? I think it would have been in my nature to either teach or
take law. I think words are interesting, and how people use them. I like to
read. I think I would have found the law that provided as much juice as
you could get. I just don’t know which one that is. It might be criminal. It
might be business law, in terms of deals and mergers. I don’t know. But
the attractive thing for me, still, about this job is the energy that comes
with it — the roller coaster, the ups and downs.
4. How close are you to finishing your business degree at the University
of Windsor?
I need five more electives. So one semester of any course at any level to
finish that degree. My mother finished her degree when she was 54. I
thought that I would always beat her. But I turned 54 last month. She
beat me. The first two numbers on my student card are 86.
5. What is the best class you have taken?
There was a finance class in my first year that I really, really enjoyed. It
was math and it was business, and it was the first time I started to
understand things on the business section. Then I took a strategic
management course. It’s a capstone course, and I took that after I’d been
fired from the Leafs. You have to take it at the University of Windsor. And
what was really interesting about it is, while I’m listening in the class, I
realize that all that stuff is what I do every day for a living: SWOT
analysis — strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats.
6. “Sometimes nothin’ can be a real cool hand.”
Ah, yes. My late father-in-law, one of his favourite movies was “Big Jake,”
and that’s my oldest son. One of my favourite movies was “Cool Hand
Luke.” We’ve got posters of them in the basement. In truth, I’ve probably
only seen the movie five to 10 times in total over the last 40 years, which
really isn’t a lot. And I’ve seen it a lot in pieces. But there’s a whole lot of
a locker room in that movie, right? Part of it is the joy a bunch of guys
can have together over the silliest thing of eating 50 eggs. The bonding
that happens there — and I know this guy’s not somebody you’re trying
to emulate — is kind of what goes on in the locker room when it’s right.
Everybody sticking together, laughing over silly things. The piece to the
movie that I’ve used in my professional life is a line that I’ll say to myself:
Stay in the fight. There’s a value and an honour to staying in the fight,
regardless of what the outcome is.
"SOMETIMES NOTHIN' CAN BE A REAL COOL HAND"
PAUL NEWMAN ~ COOL HAND LUKE (1967) #BOTD
PIC.TWITTER.COM/0DT682B6E1
— SAMUEL J. MAY (@SJMAY92) JANUARY 26, 2020
7. Nonconformity, stoicism: Which themes from “Cool Hand Luke”
resonate with you the most?
I think there has to be both. You feel it as you get older, I think. It’s just
really important that you, eventually, stay true to yourself and live the life
the way you want to live it. Which is nearly impossible to do. And there’s
also a whole dark side to that. You try to be a good citizen and do the
right thing. But you need a little of that. Maybe that’s a real big piece of
the juice, right? You need a little something different in there, that you’re
not eating mashed potatoes every day.
8. You are a big reader who has historically declined to name the political
books that cross your iPad: Why is that?
First of all, I’m a hockey coach, and that’s all I do. At the end of the day, I
read a lot. But I don’t have a Twitter account. Not because I dislike
Twitter. It’s because I offended myself with the idea that my opinion
would be so important that I should subject the world to it. Somebody
said, “Would you ever consider writing a book?” I’m like, “God, no, I

would not do that to the human race.” Somebody might accidentally pick
that up and waste hours. I don’t like the idea that celebrity — and my job
is famous, as head coach of an NHL team in Canada — somehow has
given you insight into anything beyond hockey. That’s all I do. I don’t
have great ideas on homelessness … I don’t like people knowing
everything I read.
9. How do you spend your time away from the rink when you’re on the
road in a pandemic?
So the obvious answer is: Interviews. (Maurice smiles) On my off-day
here, I’m probably going to watch about seven hours’ worth of hockey.
I’ve got last night’s game that I have to do. I’ll go back and watch our last
game against Vancouver. I’ll also watch Vancouver’s last game, against
Calgary last night. Then we’ll edit those, and that will take another three
or four hours, and I’ll use that for my pre-game prep. So there aren’t offdays. And there isn’t downtime, at least not in the way I work and the
staff works. And the assistants work harder than I do. You are working
every single day in the NHL, and that’s part of the cost of the job. You
take two days off at Christmas, but you’ll work from the end of September
to, hopefully, June — or, this year, July.
Paul Maurice
Paul Maurice is in his eighth season as head coach of the Jets. He led
them to the Western Conference final in 2018. (James Carey Lauder /
USA Today)
10. Raptors coach Nick Nurse carries a guitar: What’s your instrument of
choice?
You know what? It was a real challenge for my mom to get me and my
brother to play at the piano. We had a piano. My older brother plays
guitar in a band. He’s inclined. I am not. I like music. To be honest with
you, I’m not overly attached to a lot of things. I don’t do a lot. I don’t have
an awful lot of time to do things. I like to read. I like to listen to music in
my truck when I’m driving to and from work.
11. Why were none of your three children allowed to collect autographs?
I’m going to put the qualifier in there that they were allowed to get Mats
Sundin’s. That would be my son Jake. And Darryl Sittler’s. My daughter,
Sydney, got Sidney Crosby’s. It was after we beat them 7-1 one night in
Winnipeg. And he was so nice to her. There’s two reasons for it: I wanted
my kids to see the athletes as men, and I wanted them to learn to shake
hands and look them in the eye. It’s not, “Can I have something from
you?” It was, “It’s nice to meet you.” I have no problem with people
getting autographs. … I don’t mind signing autographs. I get it, why kids
get into it. But I thought there was maybe something else my kids could
get from meeting somebody like that.
12. What is one autograph you would want for your collection?
I have no collections. I don’t collect anything. (Maurice pauses) Now I’m
going to lie. I just lied to you. I have a sweater from every team that I’ve
coached. They’ve been in boxes until, I think, this house. They’ve come
out and they’re hung on a wall.
13. You are three decades into your career, and only about seven more
seasons from catching Scotty Bowman for the most games behind the
bench: Are you going to get there?
No. No. I think the two guys ahead of me will. There’s a chance that Joel
Quenneville will get there, and I think Barry Trotz will get there. But eight
more years of this … (Maurice pauses to reflect) … you know? That’s a
foolish thing to say. I’m going to have to win the Stanley Cup in the next
three or four years. That’s the truth. At the end of it, you can only be in
the league so long. You need it to re-charge your batteries. Being in
Winnipeg has been great, because of the good young players. But I’m
gonna want to win.
Most games coached, NHL history
1
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Scotty Bowman
2141
1244
573
314
10
2
Joel Quenneville
1721
936
561
77
147
3
Barry Trotz
1691
853
624
60
154
4
Paul Maurice
1618
743
653
99
123
5
Al Arbour
1607
782
577
248
0
14. How did you celebrate that first NHL win, over the San Jose Sharks,
in November 1995?

about that silliness. I’d let my family pick what they wanted to do with it,
and then I’d just show up. When you’re young, I used to think we’d just
put it on the kitchen table back home. And then you get a little older. I’d
like all the people who have agonized just as much as I’ve done for every
win and every loss, I’d like them to be a part of it.
16. I am a AA player from Finland visiting Oakville, Ont., for the Richard
Bell Memorial Minor Hockey Tournament in 2007: What perks am I
getting from my well-connected billet family?
(Maurice laughs) One young lad’s name was Teemu. The other guy? I
can’t remember his name. The perks were they got to go to a (Leafs)
game. And we had a bunch of Leafs stuff at the house. But here’s what
the cool part of the experience was: We’re driving around, and the two
kids in the back spoke enough English, they couldn’t believe how big the
country was … That’s what they kept saying, “This country is so big. The
houses are so big. Everything is big.” Just a great, different perspective.
17. Your daughter, Sydney, is a minor hockey coach: How has that
system changed the players you get up in the NHL?
I think they went to far more of an individual, skill-based program years
ago, where they were working on the basics of skating, passing and
shooting. And they far exceeded anything that we would have gone
through at that age. These players that we get are so much more
developed individually. I would say the cost of that is there is some good
in the culture of the game that has been lost. It is more of an individual
performance. It is more about the individual. These guys have five or six
different coaches — skills coach, nutritionist — which is all great for the
individual. But there are some good codes, right? The idea that you don’t
lay on the ice, you don’t dive on the ice. Support your teammates. All of
the things you learn when you were five years old in a locker room, all of
the good things that you learn, were really important for life. And I don’t
know if there’s quite as much on that anymore.
18. True or false: No NHL team will ever use an in-game song as great
as “Brass Bonanza.”
I’m gonna lay the “false” on you. That song will bring a smile to my face
when you hear it. But come on. You can’t say it was awful. Because if
you said that, you totally miss the point of it, that it’s supposed to be
goofy as hell. You have to have been there, or you have to have been
part of it to appreciate it. If you fired that out at one of the guys in our
room and said, “This was the goal song for the Hartford Whalers,” they
would just be in shock. And rightfully so.
19. How much original Hartford Whalers gear do you still have in stock?
I’ve got nothing. My kids pilfered all that stuff. I’ve got the two sweaters
from when I was there. My wife has a Hartford Whalers ring that the
wives all had at the time. It might be her favourite piece of jewelry,
because it’s just the coolest logo ever. It’s just so cool. For years, every
building that we would go into with Carolina, there would be somebody
with a Hartford Whalers sweater on. And then I had this superstition:
During the national anthem, if I could find a Hartford Whaler jersey in the
crowd, we had an awesome winning record. (Maurice breaks into a broad
smile) We’re talking about 15 years ago, there’s got to be some footage
of me during the national anthem turning around and I can’t find one yet,
and I’m desperately trying to find it.
20. Finish the following sentence: “Old coaches never die, they just …”

My wife and I hit the Burger King drive-thru on the way home to the
apartment I was staying in. In my first year, she had a teaching job (at
home in Windsor). I didn’t know how long this thing was going to last —
two months, three months. I went down as an assistant coach and ended
up being the head coach. She wasn’t living with me. She came down for
the first game. And yeah, big spender. Hit the drive-thru. Chicken
sandwiches, man.

Go fishin’. They just go fishin’. Because that’s what I’m going to do. It is
so wired into you now, after 25 years, that I don’t know necessarily how
to answer that question. I don’t know what my life looks like without it.
I’ve been coaching since I was 20 years old, and I’ve been a head coach
since I was 25. It’s a little bit frightening that I don’t know the answer to
that. But I’m starting with — hopefully not for a few more years — a very
long summer of fishing, and then we’ll go from there.

15. Where might you go to celebrate a Stanley Cup win?
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You know, I’ve thought of that. It’s the daydreams of a five-year-old boy,
winning the Stanley Cup. It doesn’t matter if you’re 54, you still think
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Lightning get back to basics, break through against Carolina

“You can’t look for that perfect play all the time,” Hedman said. “You’ve
got to let it develop, you’ve got to be able to put pucks on net and that’s
when things are going to open up. I thought we had some good moment,
both off the rush and in the zone and we got rewarded.”

Published Earlier today

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy withstood a late Carolina charge,
making 17 of his 34 saves in the third period, and Alex Killorn netted an
empty-net goal with 40 seconds remaining.

Updated 5 hours ago
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By Eduardo A. Encina
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The Lightning mostly did everything right after one period against the
Hurricanes on Monday night. They showed a renewed dedication to
putting the puck on net and were sound defensively.
While they took control of the opening period at Carolina, they still went
into the first intermission trailing by a goal. That’s where it went wrong in
their previous meeting with the Hurricanes. Overwhelmed by a scoring
drought and the potential for a low-scoring contest, they panicked and
got out of their game plan.
But Monday night, the Lightning weren’t going to let that happen again.
They rebounded, put faith in their system and were rewarded with a 4-2
win.
After having lost three of their past four games, the Lightning (11-4-1)
earned a much-needed win over the Hurricanes, who had held Tampa
Bay scoreless in their first two meetings this season.
“We’re a proud group and we’re not happy when we lose three out of four
games going into tonight and we talked about that the last few days,”
said defenseman Victor Hedman, who scored a second-period goal.
“This is a challenge, we’re gonna see what we made of. Are we gonna go
out there and try and chase and then change what we do or are we going
stick to what we do well and do it to a tee?”
The Lightning went back to basics. Coach Jon Cooper reshuffled his
forward line combinations. Entering the game, the Lightning placed an
emphasis on shooting more. The longer they went without scoring in their
last outing against Carolina, the more they turned down looks at the net
trying to find a better shot, and the frustration mounted with the goose
eggs.
Tampa Bay came out shooting Monday, peppering Carolina goaltender
James Reimer with shots and bodies in the crease. Despite outshooting
Carolina 11-2 out of the gate, they trailed after one on Jesper Fast’s
rebound goal with 6:33 left in the opening period.
“This can be a cruel game,” Cooper said. “I thought we were the better
team in the first period and you come out of that down one. We had to
believe in what we were doing and that we would have a chance to come
back. If we’re playing the same way and, and we did. And that was the
big talk in between the first and the second was keep playing the same
way and you’ll be rewarded and they were.”
The scoring drought against Carolina ended 2:26 into the second period
with Steven Stamkos’ one-timer from just above the left circle for Tampa
Bay’s first power-play goal in its last eight man advantages.
That score — the Lightning’s first goal against the Hurricanes in nine
periods, a stretch that lasted nearly 180 minutes dating to last season —
broke the ice and provided a spark.
Hedman put the Lightning up 2-1 less than five minutes later, charging
the net and rifling a wrister from the left circle that clanked off the top bar
and in. Fast netted his second goal with 45 seconds left in the period on
the power play to tie.
Ondrej Palat’s eventual game-winning goal 8:04 into the third was the
ultimate reward for attacking the net. He retrieved a blocked puck and
shot twice into the crease. He eventually got a bounce as the puck
deflected off Reimer and Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei’s skate and
into the net.

Tampa Bay Lightning

Lightning’s Alex Barre-Boulet makes his NHL debut

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Earlier today
Updated Earlier today

Alex Barre-Boulet admitted he didn’t get much sleep Sunday night.
The 23-year-old was told before dinner that he’d be elevated from the
Lightning taxi squad and make his NHL debut Monday night against
Carolina.
And barring a few butterflies, the Lightning rookie forward didn’t
disappoint, making an immediate impact in the 4-2 win over the Carolina
Hurricanes.
Lightning coach Jon Cooper shuffled his forward lines, pairing BarreBoulet on the right side with left wing Alex Killorn and center Yanni
Gourde on a revamped third line. He also joined the Lightning’s second
power play unit, where he saw practice reps last week.
“I think I played with two great players so they made it a lot easier for
me,” Barre-Boulet said. “Obviously I had some butterflies in my stomach
during warmups, but I think after the first shift, I was fine and I was just
focusing on my game.”
Barre-Boulet played 12:11 of ice time on 18 shifts, including 3:20 of ice
time on the power play for Tampa Bay, which was coming off three
losses over the past four games entering the night.
The 5-foot-9, 172-pound Barre-Boulet made a quick impact. He showed
his passing ability early on. He flicked a pass from behind his own end
line high in the air to Killorn in the neutral zone for a first-period
breakaway. He also made a nice cross-circle pass in the second period
to set up Ondrej Palat for an open shot before Palat drew a tripping call.
The rookie has been a dangerous scorer at every level he has played.
That was a boon for the Lightning, who in two previous meetings with
Carolina had not scored. Barre-Boulet also fit in well with the Lightning’s
focus of playing a more direct game against the Hurricanes.
“That’s the kind of game I tried to play when I’m in (the AHL with)
Syracuse so it wasn’t something different for me,” he said. “Obviously, I
think it’s a lot easier when you’re playing north just keeping things simple.
So I think that’s what I tried to do tonight.”
Barre-Boulet played with the Lightning in their summer restart camp and
again in this year’s preseason camp, but Tampa Bay preferred to get him
regular playing time rather than having him sit on the taxi squad. But with
the Lightning looking to create more offense and switching their lines, it
seemed to be an opportune time to add Barre-Boulet into the fold.
“What a test to throw him in against Carolina,” Cooper said. “And I
thought he passed with flying colors. He was responsible at the puck and
he wasn’t afraid out there. He took command when he had it.”
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Barre-Boulet was recalled from Syracuse to join Tampa Bay’s taxi squad
along with forward Ross Colton last Monday. Barre-Boulet played just
three games for the Crunch before his promotion, logging three goals
and one assist.
He was an AHL All-Star last season, finishing with 60 points in 56 games
(27 goals and 29 assists) with the Crunch. Two seasons ago, he was the
AHL’s Rookie of the Year following a season in which he had 68 points
(34 goals, 34 assists) in 74 games.
Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 02.23.2021
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Second-period shooting flurry proves to be enough in Florida Panthers’
win over Stars

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON

Somehow, someway, the Florida Panthers were going to get the puck
past Dallas Stars goaltender Anton Khudobin.
It took an all-out onslaught in the second period to make that happen.
The Panthers put 29 shots on goal in the middle frame — a franchise
record for a single period — and finally got a pair past Khudobin before
holding on for a 3-1 win over the Stars at the BB&T Center on Monday in
the first of eight matchups between the two teams this season and first of
three over the next four days. The two teams play again on Wednesday
and Thursday.
“The first [period] we were off to a little bit of a bumpy start,” defenseman
MacKenzie Weegar said, “but we found our legs in the second and it
showed. We just kept coming at them and at them.”
Florida has now won six of its past eight games to improve to 12-3-2 on
the season. Dallas, playing its first game in 11 days, has lost six
consecutive games (three in regulation, three in overtime or shootout)
and is 5-4-4 on the season.
Defensemen Aaron Ekblad and Keith Yandle scored for Florida in that
second period to erase an early 1-0 deficit.
Ekblad tied the game 8:41 into the frame with a slap shot from just
beyond the left circle on a feed from Weegar. It was Ekblad’s sixth goal
of the season, tying him with Montreal’s Jeff Petry and Edmonton’s
Darnell Nurse for the most goals by defensemen through Monday’s slate
of games. Ekblad and Petry have each played 17 games. Nurse has
played in twenty.
“That was the one we needed,” Weegar said. “... We kept it rolling after
that.”
Yandle’s go-ahead goal, a slap shot from the point, came at the 18:18
mark, two minutes after Florida’s Patric Hornqvist and Dallas’ John
Klingberg were penalized for fighting. It was Yandle’s third goal of the
season.

Driedger, the Panthers’ 26-year-old backup, has started four of the
team’s past five games. He’s a perfect 4-0-0 in those contests and 7-1-1
overall through nine starts this season.
On Monday, he stopped 24 of 25 shots that came his way. The lone goal
he gave up was a Blake Comeau wrist shot on a loose puck less than
five minutes into the game.
On the season, Driedger has a .929 save percentage and has held
opponents to two goals or fewer in six of nine starts.
“He has had a good stretch here,” Quenneville said after the team’s
morning skate on Monday. “He has an opportunity right now to get a little
bit more than the odd game and he has taken advantage of it. We will
see how it plays out. We expect Bob to be pushing him and getting the
net back.
”But the opportunity is there for Driedge to play a little bit more than
normal and we’ll see where that takes us.”
As for Driedger’s perspective on the second period, during which he
faced just four shots on goal while his offense kept the puck primarily in
Dallas’ zone?
“It was a pleasure to watch,” Dreidger said. “The guys went to work. I
haven’t seen a period that dominant in a long time.”
PYSYK’S RETURN
For the second time in the span of a week, the Panthers faced a player
who was on their roster last season.
It was Vincent Trocheck on Feb. 17 when the Panthers faced the
Carolina Hurricanes.
On Monday, it was hybrid defenseman/forward Mark Pysyk, who spent
the previous four seasons with the Panthers and tallied 62 total points in
that span (17 goals, 45 assists).
“It is going to be a little weird going back to a place I spent the last four
years,” Pysyk told reporters Sunday. “It will be weird, but it is a new
journey and I am on this team now. Hopefully we can go in there and …
get three wins.”
After Monday, the Stars will have to settle for a chance to win two of
three.
ROSTER MOVE
The Panthers on Monday reassigned defenseman Riley Stillman to their
taxi squad. Forward Scott Wilson was sent from the taxi squad to the
Syracuse Crunch, the joint AHL affiliate of the Panthers and Tampa Bay
Lightning.
THIS AND THAT
▪ The Panthers remain undefeated in the games immediately following a
loss, going 5-0-0 in such situations.
Miami Herald LOADED: 02.23.2021
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Aleksander Barkov scored on an empty net with 27.8 seconds left in
regulation. It was Barkov’s seventh goal of the season.

Second-period flurry lifts Panthers over Stars

Overall, the Panthers had 52 shots on goal compared to 25 by the Stars.
The Panthers’ single-game record for a regulation game is 55, set on
Nov. 3, 2010, against the Atlanta Thrashers.

By JORDAN MCPHERSON

DRIEDGER’S NET TO LOSE?
Chris Driedger continues to make his case for more playing time — and
coach Joel Quenneville continues to give it to him.

Somehow, someway, the Florida Panthers were going to get the puck
past Dallas Stars goaltender Anton Khudobin.
It took an all-out onslaught in the second period to make that happen.
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The Panthers put 29 shots on goal in the middle frame — a franchise
record for a single period — and finally got a pair past Khudobin before
holding on for a 3-1 win over the Stars at the BB&T Center on Monday in
the first of eight matchups between the two teams this season and first of
three over the next four days. The two teams play again on Wednesday
and Thursday.

— The Panthers on Monday reassigned defenseman Riley Stillman to
their taxi squad. Forward Scott Wilson was sent from the taxi squad to
the Syracuse Crunch, the joint AHL affiliate of the Panthers and Tampa
Bay Lightning.

Florida has now won six of its past eight games to improve to 12-3-2 on
the season. Dallas, playing its first game in 11 days, has lost six
consecutive games (three in regulation, three in overtime or shootout)
and is 5-4-4 on the season.
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Florida Panthers shoot for the Stars, settle for 3-1 win over Dallas

Defensemen Aaron Ekblad and Keith Yandle scored for Florida in that
second period to erase an early 1-0 deficit.
Ekblad tied the game 8:41 into the frame with a slap shot from just
beyond the left circle on a feed from MacKenzie Weegar. It was Ekblad’s
sixth goal of the season, tying him with Montreal’s Jeff Petry and
Edmonton’s Darnell Nurse for the most goals by defensemen through
Monday’s slate of games. Ekblad and Petry have each played 17 games.
Nurse has played in twenty.
“That was the one we needed,” Weegar said. " We kept it rolling after
that.”
Yandle’s go-ahead goal, a slap shot from the point, came at the 18:18
mark, two minutes after Florida’s Patric Hornqvist and Dallas’ John
Klingberg were penalized for fighting. It was Yandle’s third goal of the
season.
Aleksander Barkov scored on an empty net with 27.8 seconds left in
regulation. It was Barkov’s seventh goal of the season.
Overall, the Panthers had 52 shots on goal compared to 25 by the Stars.
The Panthers’ single-game record for a regulation game is 55, set on
Nov. 3, 2010, against the Atlanta Thrashers. ...
— Chris Driedger continues to make his case for more playing time, and
coach Joel Quenneville continues to give it to him.
Driedger, the Panthers’ 26-year-old backup, has started four of the
team’s past five games. He’s 4-0-0 in those contests and 7-1-1 overall
through nine starts this season.
On Monday, he stopped 24 of 25 shots that came his way. The lone goal
he gave up was a Blake Comeau wrist shot on a loose puck less than
five minutes into the game.
“He has had a good stretch here,” Quenneville said after the team’s
morning skate on Monday. “He has an opportunity right now to get a little
bit more than the odd game and he has taken advantage of it. We will
see how it plays out. We expect Bob to be pushing him and getting the
net back.
“But the opportunity is there for Driedge to play a little bit more than
normal and we’ll see where that takes us.” ...
— For the second time in the span of a week, the Panthers faced a
player who was on their roster last season.
It was Vincent Trocheck on Feb. 17 when the Panthers faced the
Carolina Hurricanes.
On Monday, it was hybrid defenseman/forward Mark Pysyk, who spent
the previous four seasons with the Panthers and tallied 62 total points in
that span (17 goals, 45 assists).
“It is going to be a little weird going back to a place I spent the last four
years,” Pysyk told reporters Sunday. “It will be weird, but it is a new
journey and I am on this team now. Hopefully we can go in there and get
three wins.”
After Monday, the Stars will have to settle for a chance to win two of
three. ...

By George Richards

If the Florida Panthers don’t have a goalie controversy as coach Joel
Quenneville says, well, nothing really changed Monday night against the
Dallas Stars.
Chris Driedger, making his fourth start in the past five games over Sergei
Bobrovsky, stopped 24 shots in Florida’s 3-1 win over the visiting Dallas
Stars at BB&T Center.
Driedger had a pretty easy night compared to what was going on at the
other end of the ice.
Very few times have the Panthers been as dominant and spent basically
an entire period in the opponent’s side of the ice as they did during
Monday’s second.
The Panthers forced Anton Khudobin into making 27 saves in the second
period alone.
Florida got goals from Aaron Ekblad and Keith Yandle in that second —
one in which the Panthers took a whopping (and a franchise-record) 29
shots on goal and 42 attempted shots.
”It was fun to watch,” Quenneville said. “The guys really had a lot of
energy, great speed … a couple big goals with point shots at the top.
Their goalie got a lot of work. … It was one of those periods you will
always remember.”
Despite all that, Florida only led 2-1 going into the third.
Khudobin, on the wrong end of the score, would have been the game’s
top star had the game stopped right then and there.
The Stars may not have played a game in nine days due to
postponements because of the severe winter storm which brought Dallas
and most of Texas to a crawl.
And, at least in the second period, it didn’t look like the Stars got much
practice time either.
They were run into the ground by a Panthers team looking like they their
button was stuck on fast-forward.
For the best and most complete Florida Panthers coverage in town,
subscribe to FHN for $3.49 a month or $29.99 for a season pass
“We’re fast,” MacKenzie Weegar said. “Once the cycle starts going, it’s
tough to defend us and I think we’ve shown that all year. It’s fun to be
part of.”
In the third period, the Panthers kept up the pressure but it would have
been hard to keep up that kind of intensity.
The Panthers were aiming for their franchise record of 55 shots on goal
set twice, but came up just short at 52 on Monday.
The final SOG was an empty-netter from Sasha Barkov in the final
seconds of the game. That iced the win for the Panthers who are now 5-0
this season coming off a loss.
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Khudobin gave up two goals, making 49 saves and took the loss.
As for Florida‘s goalie situation, nothing much seemed to change.
If Quenneville thinks Driedger has played his way into the starter’s net,
Monday would not have changed that.
The only goal Driedger gave up early on came after he made the initial
stop of a shot and got beat off the rebound no Florida player was close to
cleaning up.

Dallas, without the excellence Khudobin showed, could have trailed 7-1
after two.
Florida outshot the Stars 29-4 in the second period and won the shotattempt battle by an even wider margin at 42-5.
Still, it was a 1-0 Dallas game until Ekblad hammered a shot from above
the left circle at 8:41 of the period.
The shot clock for the second, at that time, was 12-1.

”It was a pleasure to watch. The guys went to work in the second,”
Driedger said. “I haven’t seen a period that dominant in a long time. For
me, I’m just trying to stay in (the game). Khudobin was standing on his
head over there so it would be a killer if I let one in there. I just tried to
stay sharp.”

It took the Panthers another 10 minutes to take the lead, breaking the tie
on another long slap shot from Yandle at 18:18. Florida was outshooting
the Stars 25-4 in the period at that point.

Khudobin’s spot seems pretty secure.

”It was a pretty wild second period,” Driedger said. “I looked up (at the
Jumbrotron) a couple times and was shocked pretty much every time I
looked up. We had 10 quicks ones so it was 20-10, then 30, then 40.
Man.

The guy who helped lead Dallas to the Stanley Cup Finals in last
summer’s bubble may want to take tomorrow off.
Take a dip in the Atlantic, Anton. Grab something cold.
You deserve it.
”He was great last year in the playoffs, he carried Dallas … to the Finals
and he’s doing that this season as well,” Barkov said.
”He is obviously a great goalie. A little old-school type goalie but that
doesn’t matter because the puck doesn’t go in the net. He did another
great job today. It’s not easy facing 50-plus shots.”
FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
It did not look like Dallas had not played in nine days.
The Stars came out with a jump, scoring first at 4:29 when Blake
Comeau worked his way through traffic and followed up on a rebound left
by Driedger on a Jason Robertson shot.
Florida did not test Khudobin a whole lot in the first although the Panthers
took 11 shots on goal in the period.
The Panthers and Stars both had a power play chance that did not pay
off.
It was not a very exciting first period.

By the end of the second period alone, Khudobin had made 39 saves.

“We have a good team this year and the guys have been going to work.
Sometimes they go into the net and sometimes you have to work harder
at it.””
Stars Panthers Florida Dallas
The Florida Panthers possession metrics went through the roof during
the second period Monday. — per www.NaturalStatTrick.com
THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
Shots on goal were tied 6-6 at the midway mark of the period which was
a win for the Stars yet the score had not changed.
Khudobin was still under attack and had to turn back a couple more
prime scoring chances by the Panthers — including a Frank Vatrano
breakaway.
Barkov got the empty net goal. Good times.
More on Barkov here at Florida Hockey Now tomorrow morning.
See you then.
GEORGE’S THREE STARS OF THE GAME
1. G Anton Khudobin, Dallas

The brief thank-you vide to Dallas defenseman Mark Pysyk, who spent
four seasons with the Panthers, was nice. He seemed to be surprised by
and appreciative for it.

2. D Aaron Ekblad, Florida

But there wasn’t a whole lot going on.

Up Next: Dallas Stars at Florida Panthers

If you flipped on the Lightning-Carolina game just to see some action, no
one is going to tell.

When: Wednesday, 5 p.m.

SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
Hope you came back from the Tampa Bay game.
My goodness were the Panthers a dominant offensive team in the
second.
”You can’t predict that,” Quenneville said afterward. “It was fun to watch it
for sure. The guys were having fun on the bench.”
Sure, they only led 2-1 at the break, but there have been few periods in
which the Panthers completely lived in the offensive zone and peppered
Khudobin from the start.

3. D Keith Yandle, Florida

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise
Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE
TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM
Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 02.23.20211203792
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Opening Night do-over: Dallas Stars at Florida Panthers

At puck drop to start the second, Florida had three prime scoring
chances within the first 90 seconds from Gustav Forsling, Patric
Hornqvist and Jonathan Huberdeau.

By George Richards

In all, the Panthers sent a franchise record with 29 shots on goal and
took aim with 42 shot attempts.

For the first time in more than a week, the Dallas Stars will suit up for a
game when they face the Florida Panthers in a game which was
originally scheduled for Jan. 14.
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It will be a three-game series between Florida and the reigning Western
Division champs with the second and third games coming on Wednesday
and Thursday.

Flying high after a 7-2 win against Detroit on Friday, Florida was
grounded the following evening as the last-place Red Wings pulled out a
2-1 win.

The Stars haven’t played a whole lot of hockey this season with eight of
their games postponed either because of Covid-19 or the major winter
storm which crippled Texas last week.

Of Florida’s three regulation losses this season, two have come at the
hands of Detroit.

Monday will only be Dallas’ fifth road game of the 2021 season and it
comes into Sunrise riding a five-game losing streak with losses in seven
of eight since starting off 4-0.
Dallas (5-3-4) has not played since losing in a shootout to Carolina last
Saturday night.
”We haven’t played in nine days so we have to get back into that, into the
game routine,” Dallas coach Rick Bowness said Sunday.
“Right now, we need to play, get some games under our feet again.
We’re basically starting all over. We need to get into this battle now.
We’re behind a lot of teams in our division and need to make up a gap for
playoff position, but that’s fine.”
Subscribe today for the best Florida Panthers coverage in town — only
$3.49 a month or $29.99 for the year
The opening series between Florida and Dallas were not the only games
between the two to be affected by Covid-19.
Remember, the Panthers were in Dallas for a game against the Stars on
March 12 when the NHL put a halt to the 2019-20 season.
The Panthers flew home from Dallas and did not play again until August.
Dallas Florida Stars
Florida’s opening series in 2021 was supposed to be against Dallas, but
it was postponed due to a major Covid-19 breakout within the Stars’
organization.
That also knocked out two games in Tampa.
Last week, three of Dallas’ games were postponed because of major
weather-related issues.
Some players had to move their families in with other teammates.

That’s going to happen in these days of eight-game season series.
The Panthers ran into a very motivated team and a goalie they couldn’t
solve.
But still.
The positive vibe is this Florida team has shown a propensity to bounce
right back from a loss, going 4-0 in games following defeat.
“I think we have confidence in our group that we can back in games even
if we’re down a goal or two,” defenseman Gustav Forsling said.
“We have a good feeling within the group and we trust each other.”
The Panthers are not expected to make any major lineup changes
although it looks like Owen Tippett is out and Vinnie Hinostroza is in.
Chris Driedger also returns to the net after Sergei Bobrovsky gave up two
goals in Detroit on Saturday. That should have been enough to win, but
the Panthers just could not solve Detroit goalie Jonathan Bernier.
Is that Bobrovsky’s fault? Apparently Quenneville & Co. think it is.
Bobrovsky is traditionally excellent against the Stars, going 13-1-1
against Dallas with a 1.79 GAA and a .942 save percentage.
He won the lone game against the Stars last season (the one in which
Noel Acciari had his second hat trick in as many games) with Chris
Driedger scheduled to start the Dallas game which never happened.
NEWS, NOTES & NUMBERS
Although the Panthers won the lone meeting between the two last
season, Dallas has wins in three of the last four games against Florida
and points in five of the past six.
Dallas has also earned at least a point in five of its past six games in
Sunrise (4-1-1).

Per former Sun-Sentinel beat writer Matthew DeFranks of the Dallas
Morning News, goalie Anton Khudobin has “11 people in my house. So it
is like a family. We’re treating each other, we’re helping each other, we’re
talking to each other. We win together, we lose together.”

— Dallas captain Jamie Benn has a nine-game point streak against the
Panthers with 10 goals and 16 points in those games.

“Love what the players have done,’’ Bowness said in a story DeFranks
wrote for the DMN.

— Patric Hornqvist has 24 points off 10 goals in 24 games against Dallas
while Jonathan Huberdeau is the only Florida player to record a point-agame against Dallas (5-8, 13 in 11 games).

“And that’s opening up their doors to their family: their teammates and
their teammates’ families. That’s wonderful to see. Their hearts are in the
right place.”

Benn leads all current Stars with 12 goals and 22 points in 16 career
games against Florida.

— The Panthers set a season high in shots on goal in each of their two
games in Detroit, setting a new high with 39 shots on Saturday night.

While Tampa Bay, which was to play in Dallas on Thursday and
Saturday, got a game in against Carolina, the Stars have been idle.

Keith Yandle and Aaron Ekblad accounted for 10 of those shots as both
took five.

At least they have been able to practice a little bit.

— Florida’s 2-1 loss marked its first regulation road loss this season.

The Panthers expect the Stars to have plenty of energy when they finally
jump onto the ice.

— Alex Wennberg now has five goals in his past eight games but his
goal Saturday night was his first on the power play.

“They are probably excited to play a game,” Joel Quenneville said. “It will
be a good test for us, three games against a good team that is excited
about playing. One game at a time against a good hockey team will be a
good test.

Dallas Stars at Florida Panthers

“We lose a little excitement as we could have had a perfect (road) trip.
Let’s get home and get excited about the next set of games.
The Panthers are smarting a bit after getting a little lesson in humility
Saturday night.

When: Monday, 7 p.m.
Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise
Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE
TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM
Records: Florida 11-3-2 (2nd in Central); Dallas 5-3-4 (6th)
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All-time series: Dallas leads 18-13-7
Season series: First of eight meetings (three this week)

PP1: Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz, Jamie Benn, John Klingberg, Denis
Gurianov

Last season: Florida won only meeting, second game cancelled

PP2: Radek Faksa, Jason Robertson, Ty Dellandrea, Miro Heiskanen,
Joel Kiviranta

Up next: Dallas at Florida, Wednesday, 5
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Panthers This Week — Monday: Dallas, 7; Wednesday: Dallas, 5;
Thursday: Dallas, 7; Saturday: Carolina, 7
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PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES
FLORIDA FORWARDS
23 Carter Verhaeghe — 16 Sasha Barkov — 91 Anthony Duclair

The Athletic / On the ground at the 2021 NHL outdoor games: The Tahoe
you didn’t see on TV

11 Jonathan Huberdeau — 21 Alex Wennberg — 70 Patric Hornqvist
77 Frank Vatrano —27 Eetu Luostarinen — 10 Brett Connolly

By Peter Baugh Feb 22, 2021

94 Ryan Lomberg — 83 Juho Lammikko — 13 Vinnie Hinostroza
FLORIDA DEFENSEMEN
52 MacKenzie Weegar — 5 Aaron Ekblad
3 Keith Yandle — 6 Anton Stralman
42 Gustav Forsling — 7 Radko Gudas
FLORIDA GOALIES
60 Chris Driedger
72 Sergei Bobrovsky
Scratches: D Markus Nutivaara, D Noah Juulsen, F Owen Tippett
Taxi squad: D Kevin Connauton, F Scott Wilson, F Mason Marchment, G
Philippe Desrosiers
IR: F Noel Accari (upper body)
Florida power play (14/46 30.4% — 5th in NHL)
Florida penalty kill (38/48 79.2% — 17th in NHL)
PP1: Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Patric Hornqvist, Aaron
Ekblad, Keith Yandle
PP2: Alex Wennberg, Frank Vatrano, Anthony Duclair, Carter
Verhaeghe, Anton Stralman
PROJECTED DALLAS STARS LINES
DALLAS FORWARDS
14 Jamie Benn — 12 Radek Faksa — 10 Ty Dellandrea
64 Tanner Kero — 16 Joe Pavelski — 25 Joel Kiviranta
21 Jason Robertson — 24 Roope Hintz — 34 Denis Gurianov
11 Andrew Cogliano — 18 Jason Dickinson — 15 Blake Comeau
DALLAS DEFENSEMEN
23 Esa Lindell — 3 John Klingberg
2 Jamie Oleksiak — 4 Miro Heiskanen
5 Andrei Sekera — 13 Mark Pysyk
DALLAS GOALIES
35 Anton Khudobin
29 Jake Oettinger
Dallas power play (16/48 33% — 2nd in NHL)
Dallas penalty kill (39/50 78% — 18th in NHL)

STATELINE, Nev. — As soon as reports leaked about the NHL holding
outdoor games at Lake Tahoe, Matt Antosik got to planning. The 38year-old has a cabin on the California side of the lake. Kayaking became
his ticket to a sporting event not allowing fans.
The week leading up to the game, Antosik scouted out the area and
found he’d be able to park at Lakeside Beach, only a 15-minute paddle
from the 18th hole of Edgewood golf course, where the NHL built its rink.
On Saturday morning, he and two buddies packed some Doritos and
pistachios, dressed in warm clothes and drove their kayaks down to
Lakeside.
“I love traveling for hockey events and games,” said Antosik, who lives
outside Sacramento. “I had to be there for this one.”
He wasn’t the only one. More than a dozen kayakers were out for the
Avalanche-Golden Knights game, which after the first period was
postponed for eight hours because of poor ice conditions, and so were a
trio of motorboats and a large charter ship. A couple of the seafaring
spectators wore Joe Sakic Avalanche sweaters. Others had made the
trip from Las Vegas and interacted with the Knights’ knight and lizard
mascots when they came down to the beach. Even a Red Wings
supporter made an appearance, mounting a winged-wheel flag on the
back of his jet ski.
Kristina Britt wore an Alex Tuch Vegas jersey on her kayak and listened
to the game’s radio broadcast through earbuds. At lake level, the boaters
could see the top of players’ torsos and maybe catch a jersey number,
but there was no way to follow the puck. Antosik, who enjoyed catching
sight of Avalanche star Nathan MacKinnon and Vegas goalie Marc-Andre
Fleury, set up speakers on his boat and watched the game on his phone.
He’s no stranger to following games from the water; he’s been to Giants
baseball games on McCovey Cove.
After the Knights fell behind 1-0, Britt tried to engage other fans, lifting
her paddle over her head and starting a “Go, Knights, go!” chant.
“Here on the water, going to Lake Tahoe, it’s a really neat experience,”
she said during the extended first intermission of Colorado’s 3-2 win.
“Once in a lifetime, probably.”
The boaters might not have had much of a view of the game, but they
were in a perfect place to soak in the scenery. Sunlight sparkled off the
water (and melted the ice on the rink), and they could see mountains in
all directions. TV cameras homed in on the boaters during the NBC
broadcast — Antosik’s uncle in Minnesota texted him to tell him he was
on TV — and one fan brought a sign that read “Will polar plunge for
jersey.”
Though primarily a Sharks fan, Antosik is a hockey lover in general, so
he came to the game with fitting attire. The Avs wore their Reverse Retro
jerseys, which pay homage to their roots as the Quebec Nordiques, so
Antosik threw on an old Nordiques sweater he’s had since high school.
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He also wore a winter hat from the 2016 Stadium Series game between
the Red Wings and Avalanche at Coors Field.
It was snowing in the morning Saturday, and one of Antosik’s friends
tried to back out of the outing. Antosik convinced him to go through with
it, though, saying he’d kick himself if he missed the game.
“Once we were back out there, he was like, ‘Dude, this is incredible,’”
said Antosik, who didn’t return for the night portion of the game. “I had an
absolute blast. We all did.”
It was all part of the experience in Stateline over the weekend, as a pair
of outdoor games — Knights-Avs on Saturday and Flyers-Bruins on
Sunday — turned a ski town into the temporary center of the hockey
world. The boaters were there to see the NHL as it’d never been seen
before, but they also became part of the scene, a feature in the
landscape behind the rink that made the event so memorable.
And they weren’t the only ones. Around Lake Tahoe, from the golf course
to the casinos to the local rinks, there were moments, fans, shenanigans
and quirks that made this season’s signature regular-season event unlike
any other.
What was it like on the ground? The Athletic collected the sights and
sounds.
• What type of fans come to town for a fanless hockey game? Take Jules
Burian, who Friday night strode through the stale scent of cigarette
smoke at Harrah’s wearing a white Golden Knights face mask and a
black Vegas hat, making sure everyone knew which team she supported.
Jules and her wife were driving home to Las Vegas after visiting their
granddaughter in Vancouver, Wash., and they decided to make a pit stop
in Lake Tahoe because of the games. Their plan: Blow too much money,
get a good night’s sleep and watch the game at the casino.
Before Las Vegas received an expansion team in 2017, Burian never
would have imagined stopping at Tahoe to watch a hockey game on TV.
“Oh, God no,” she said. “It would’ve just been to gamble.”
• The players might not have been very visible in town, and the games
might not have gotten too violent, but the mascots did both. The only
hockey-related fight of the weekend came Friday afternoon between the
Avalanche’s Bernie the St. Bernard and the Bruins’ Blades the bear.
Bernie and Blades, along with the Knights’ mascots — Chance the Gila
monster and a knight — were spending about an hour skating at
Heavenly Village Ice Rink, a small outdoor rink off Highway 50.
“We had a lot of kids following them around,” rink manager Andrew
Barrie said. “They were actually helping the kids because we have a lot
of beginners here walking along the walls.”
At one point, it got ugly between Bernie and Blades, with Blades shoving
Bernie over a wall and onto a pile of snow. (The kids must have been
delighted.)
There was someone missing at Heavenly Village, too. “They had no
representation from Philadelphia,” Barrie said. “No Gritty.” Not there, at
least. It was a different story a few blocks away at Harrah’s casino, where
a flag of the orange, googly-eyed Flyers mascot hung over slot
machines. It felt right: If any mascot’s likeness belongs in a casino, it’s
Gritty’s.
A Gritty banner at the Harrah’s Lake Tahoe Hotel and Casino. (Kirby Lee
/ USA Today)
• The weekend might have been the center of the hockey universe, but
not everyone in town realized it. Local T-shirt stores weren’t even selling
NHL merchandise — or anything suggesting two signature games were
happening. An employee at one store had heard about the games but
didn’t know any details. Another said, simply: “I don’t know sports.”
• Along with a rink, the NHL had vendors build makeshift locker rooms for
players, and they erected a chalet-like building for team and league
officials, as well as everything needed for instant replay situations and

the NBC broadcast. One thing they didn’t construct: a traditional press
box. Instead, media members had access to a small, wooden viewing
platform, with no tables or room for computers. Reporters could see the
ice and track the puck, though, and the mountain view wasn’t bad, either.
Because of social distancing requirements, only a dozen or so reporters
could stand on the platform at once, so the NHL organized viewing shifts.
Buses took two groups at a time from the media workroom to the golf
course. While one cohort stood on the platform, the other remained near
the lake, where they could see the players on the edge of the rink but not
the puck. The groups switched during TV timeouts.
Between viewing periods, the NHL bused reporters back to the media
workroom at Harrah’s. With the game resumption pushed to 9 p.m. local
time, the NHL decided to allow only those who hadn’t already seen part
of the game to return for a short viewing period in the evening. The rest
of the media watched on TV, getting a substantially better view of the
action.
• The NBC broadcast featured aerial shots of both the scenic
surroundings and the game itself. Those shots came from small drones,
which hovered above and around the rink. That did mean a soft, almost
inaudible buzzing noise in the background, watching live.
• The Friday fight wasn’t the end of the mascots’ weekend. The
Avalanche and Knights mascots remained expressive during Saturday’s
game — even with no fans on hand and even when the TV cameras
weren’t around. Chance, wearing the Knights’ red Reverse Retro jersey,
stood on the bed of a red pickup about 10 feet behind the Avalanche net.
When Vegas captain Mark Stone was called for a double-minor penalty
late in the first period, the Gila monster crouched in disgust, then hung
his head in despair. He wagged his finger at the rink when Fleury made
saves to keep the Avalanche from scoring on the power play.
The Golden Knights’ mascots pose with the Avalanche mascot. (Kirby
Lee / USA Today)
• One more note on the fans in town: Charlene, a Reno resident who
preferred not to give her last name, organized a ski trip to Tahoe when
the league announced the games. Her plan was to ski in the morning,
then find an outdoor, COVID-19-safe space to watch the game in her
Ryan Reaves Knights jersey.
“Tahoe is sunny a lot,” she told The Athletic after the league announced
the postponement of Saturday’s day game to that night. “I feel like they
should’ve seen this coming. I realize how on TV, the backdrop of the lake
and the mountains is fabulous. But the sun is pretty intense here.”
She figured she’d head back home to Reno because of the delay. With
no sun, watching outside on TV didn’t feel worth it.
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: An outdoor debacle, a bottom 5
shakeup, and yes, the Leafs

By Sean McIndoe Feb 22, 2021

Well, it looked good. For a while.
You have to give the NHL credit for that much. After weeks of hype over
just how beautiful the Lake Tahoe games would look, the real thing
somehow exceeded expectations. The whole thing was jaw-dropping.
Then the game started and, well … you know the rest.
The Knights and Avalanche were able to finish the game later that night,
and Sunday night’s Bruins/Flyers game went smoothly (and still looked
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great), albeit in a new time slot. Still, there’s no point pretending that this
weekend won’t be remembered as a failure. We’ll remember the sights of
players tripping over divots and a frustrated Gary Bettman explaining that
the clouds weren’t cooperating at least as much as the breathtaking
pregame visuals.
The NHL is taking a lot of criticism over this, and criticizing how this
league operates is pretty much half my schtick. But I don’t think I can join
in here, at least to the same degree that so many fellow fans and media
seem to be. I don’t see this weekend as being an example of
incompetence, or Bettman forgetting that sometimes the sun shines
during the day. Rather, I see a league that took a risk and got burned
when they pushed a little too far. An outdoor game being waylaid by
weather was always a possibility, and after over a decade, something
close to the worst-case scenario finally played out. That’s bad, but I’d still
rather have an NHL that takes the occasional big swing rather than the
conservative, play-it-safe version we get with almost everything else.

2. Boston Bruins (11-3-2, +13) – The Bruins looked amazing Sunday
night. No, not in the game, although they did win against an
undermanned Flyers team. I mean before:
1. Tampa Bay Lightning (10-4-1, +18) – The Lightning have held the top
spot all season long, but you could absolutely make the case that this is
the week they should make way for someone else. I kind of assumed
they would, with regulation losses in three of four and the Central quickly
turning into a three-team pileup thanks to the Panthers insistence on
sticking around.
But OK, so you dop the Lightning out of the top spot. Who takes over?
The Bruins have also stumbled a bit lately. The Knights and Avs have
spent the week playing each other, without a ton of separation. Carolina?
That might actually be it — Dom already has them as the Central
favorite, even as he still likes Tampa’s Cup odds just a bit better.

Road to the Cup

I don’t think any of those picks would be indefensible in the top spot. But
for now, I’m doing what these rankings are supposed to do and erring on
the side of the status quo until something happens that forces my hand.
That might happen this week, as the Lightning face the Hurricanes three
times in four nights.

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in
history to win a Stanley Cup in July.

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does
for some reason.

Saturday night marked Sidney Crosby’s 1,000th game. The Pittsburgh
crew broke down some of his most memorable moments, while Ian
Mendes and I debated whether he’s officially one of the five greatest
players ever. But the bigger story here is that Crosby got to the milestone
at all; it can be hard to remember now, but there was a time when his
long-term future in the sport seemed to be in doubt. Concussions cost
him a chunk of his career, but his full recovery and return to the elite tier
has been a gift to hockey fans.

Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs – They’re not here this week but they
probably will be next week, and we might as well all get our heads
around it now.

On to this week’s rankings, where the top five look familiar but the bottom
five gets a makeover …

Also, this was pretty hilarious:
5. Carolina Hurricanes (12-3-1, +16 true goals differential*) – The
ongoing battle for the five-spot in these rankings has turned into a
running subplot; the same teams keep holding down the top four spots,
but we’ve already had four teams show up in this one. That includes the
Flyers and Habs, who both made brief appearances before dropping out
of the top five, as well as a Bruins team that was on their way to better
things.
Last week the Hurricanes edged out the Maple Leafs. Those Leafs just
finished a week where they took seven of eight points and pulled away
on top of the North, but I’m not putting them in the top five just days after
that game. The Panthers could have a claim, but for the second time in
two weeks they end their weekend with a loss to the Red Wings. And the
Blues didn’t have a great week.
Luckily, Carolina made things easy on us with a solid week that ended
with a weird weekend that saw their scheduled game against Chicago
dropped for one against the Lightning instead. An impressive 4-0 win
later, and they’re good to stay in the top five for another week.
4. Colorado Avalanche (9-4-1, +15) – Auston Matthews stole the show
early on Saturday and Connor McDavid returned serve in the late game,
but MacKinnon reminded the night owls that he’s still in that mostdangerous player conversation with a fun solo effort.
If you missed it, be sure to check out the clip of a mic’d up Alex
Pietrangelo realizing what was about to happen once MacKinnon got
moving.
3. Vegas Golden Knights (10-4-1, +12) – I’m going to read next-tonothing into Saturday’s loss, given the circumstances, but it’s worth
mentioning that the Knights have now lost two-of-three to the Avs, and
Colorado has arguably been the best team in all three games. The two
teams are up again Monday, and another Avalanche win would flip the
teams’ positions in the standings, and probably these rankings too.

Here’s a secret of the hockey-writing profession: We talk about the Leafs
a lot because they have a huge fan base that wants to hear about them,
but a lot of times we’d rather not because the reaction is so over-the-top.
You get the Leafs fans, who can be all over the map from one game to
the next. Then you get the fans who hate the Leafs and flip out whenever
they’re mentioned. Over the weekend I made a joke about Connor
McDavid and Auston Matthews on Twitter and woke up to hundreds of
responses from fans who had very strong feelings about the Leafs, both
pro and con, that the world needed to hear. Some were yelling at me, but
most were just mad at each other, or maybe the world in general, and
just about all of them sounded like the sort of people you’d slowly back
away from if you ever had the misfortune of meeting them personally.
So yeah, it’s tempting to leave the Leafs out of the top five all season
long just so I don’t have to wade through a page full of “LOL it was 5-1”
comments. I guess that’s what I’m doing this week. But at some point,
that becomes a cop-out.
Right now, the Leafs are running away with the North Division. You may
not think it’s a very good division, and you’re probably right, although it’s
hard to say when nobody is crossing over to play anyone else. Even if
the North is bad, though, any team that can emerge as the strong favorite
will have a clear path to the final four. Right now, the Leafs are doing
that.
They don’t have great goaltending, the second line isn’t clicking, and
Sheldon Keefe’s team defense is still very much a work in progress. And
the Leafs are steamrolling teams. They have the best points percentage
and highest goals differential in the league, and you can only hand-wave
that away for so long before it gets silly.
Maybe they’ll do us all a favor and drop their pair against the struggling
Flames, or get their doors blown off on Saturday in what will be a
massively hyped Matthews vs. McDavid showdown. Maybe the teams
I’ve got in the top five this week go all shield wall on us and don’t let
anyone else in. But at this point, the Leafs being in the top five is starting
to feel inevitable. Like a parent telling his kids that screen time is almost
over for the day, I’m giving you advance notice so you don’t have a
tantrum about it when it happens.
The bottom five
The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and trying
to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking.
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So I just served up a top five that was almost identical to last week’s.
That’s boring, and I apologize. The good news is that the bad teams
have come through with a weird few weeks that’s introducing some
chaos to the bottom five. The Blackhawks are reasonably good now, the
Sharks have had a few nice wins, and the Canucks have found their feet
a bit, so we could shake open at least a few spots here if we wanted to.
Let’s do exactly that, just to keep it interesting.
5. Buffalo Sabres (5-7-2, -9) – Hello darkness my old friend. Sabres
bottom five again.
There are no must-win games at this time of year, at least not when it
comes to playoff spots. But Saturday’s 3-2 win over the Devils might
have been a must-win in terms of a fan base’s psyche. If the Sabres had
blown that one after going into the third with a three-goal lead, I don’t
want to think what those radio call-in shows would sound like.
As it is, we can use that game to nudge the Sabres up from “flatlining” to
“mostly flatlining”. I’ll admit, I thought it might be different this year. That’s
kind of an annual thing with me, and I’m working on it, but even after last
year’s offseason debacle, I thought that shaking up the organization and
adding guys like Taylor Hall and Eric Staal might finally flip the switch.
The same team can’t be bad every year, right?
Of course they can. Four straight losses heading into the weekend, all in
regulation, spanning all the way back to January because of a COVID
break. At seven points out of the playoffs with four teams to pass in the
league’s toughest division, another season is falling apart in Buffalo.
Sabres fans know the drill. At the point, Sabres fans are the drill.
Screw it, let’s do the Jack Eichel trade talk thing.
Some fans have been doing it for years, but it always felt like wishful
thinking. He’s good, he’d look great on your favorite team, so maybe one
day he’ll run out of patience and hit the market. It’s the same thing we do
to McDavid, and it never means anything. Except maybe, this time it
might. Eichel has reportedly been frustrated for a while, and with a new
front office in place, who knows, right? It sounds crazy, but when Elliotte
Friedman is giving answer like this, something could be up.
Let’s pause and emphasize that “could” because by far the most likely
scenario here is that Eichel stays, the Sabres move Hall at the deadline
for less than they’d hoped and flip a few other pieces for futures, bring in
a few reinforcements over the summer and I talk myself into them again
by opening night. But for now, another lost season has a chance of
turning into something much more.
4. Nashville Predators (7-10-0, -18) – The good news for the Predators
is that they only lost once this week. The bad news is they only played
twice, meaning there wasn’t much opportunity to change the momentum
on a season going off the rails.
They were teetering on the edge of the bottom five last week, and tipped
over this week after splitting a pair with Columbus. Facing the Blue
Jackets twice puts some nice symmetry on the season so far, since the
Predators opened the year by taking back-to-back games over
Columbus. They looked good doing so; it would pretty much be the last
time we could say that. Since then, the Preds have lost 10 of 15,
including seven of the last 10. Worse, all of those losses have come in
regulation, so the NHL’s fabled loser point that’s supposed to keep the
playoff races closer (but doesn’t) isn’t working for Nashville. At seven
points back with three teams to catch just to get into fourth, they’re not far
from already being done.
So what now? A dismantling of the roster would seem to be looming,
although David Poile can only do so much with some of the long-term
deals he’s handed out. Adam Vingan named five guys who could go, and
Pierre LeBrun went into detail on one name that could be part of a
blockbuster: Mattias Ekholm, a good defenseman on a cheap deal who’s
also going to create some expansion list headaches for the Predators if
he’s still around at the end of the season. A trade seems to make a lot of
sense for everyone involved, and once you move a piece like Ekholm,
you might as well start the rebuild, or at least the reload.

So just how deep do you go? Do you listen on other big names, maybe
even Filip Forsberg? It sounds like David Poile might be willing to do just
that.
3. Anaheim Ducks (6-9-3, -16) – The question heading into the season
was “will John Gibson play like a Vezina candidate or will the Ducks be
terrible” and it turns out the answer is yes. Three straight regulation
losses have dropped the Ducks into last in the West, and it’s hard to feel
like that’s undeserved. The weekend waiving of Adam Henrique suggests
that changes are coming, and while a full-scale dismantling doesn’t feel
likely, it’s probably time to focus on what still seems like a bright future.
That would mean some big changes to the team’s veteran core, as Eric
Stephens argues here. For now, they’re back in the bottom five after
taking a couple of weeks off.
2. Detroit Red Wings (5-12-3, -25) – After all that bottom five churn, we’re
back to two familiar teams at the very bottom of the list. The Wings have
dropped three of four, although an impressive showing in a win over the
Panthers keeps them out of consideration for the bottom spot.
Here’s this week’s Depressing Stat About a Bad Team:
1. Ottawa Senators (5-14-1, -33) – This wasn’t a great week in the
win/loss column, but that’s fine because it will be remembered for the 5-1
comeback in Toronto. That’s as it should be, because those are the sort
of wins that can become part of the foundation of an identity. The
Senators might be bad, even very bad, but if they can convince
themselves that they’re never really out of it and will never quit until the
final horn, that can translate into unexpected wins that matter down the
line. For a young team, this stuff matters.
In the short term, it could also mean that teams facing the Sens have to
keep their foot on the gas during blowouts, which might get ugly,
because this team still gives up a ton of goals. Matt Murray has not
looked good, and any hope that a change of scenery would see him
quickly regain his old form are pretty much gone. That doesn’t mean the
trade or the contract extension was a mistake, but we’re at least trending
there, and that’s bad news for a team that doesn’t like to spend. The
Sens are supposed to start their run of unparalleled success by next
season, and it won’t happen unless Murray can turn things around. But
as we were reminded this week, unexpected turnarounds sometimes
happen.
Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings – The Kings have been a bottom-five
mainstay, not just this year but for the last several. Not this week, though,
after four straight wins. That put them over .500 and into the playoff
picture in the West. Now the question might be whether we see them
back, or if this is finally a goodbye to a rebuilding team that’s ready for
better things.
We won’t get ahead of ourselves and call the Kings contenders, but they
do seem like a team that’s ready for the next step. And it’s the right time
for it, because the prospect pipeline is flush and the veterans still have at
least a little bit left in the tank. And oh yeah, there’s probably one playoff
spot available in the West this year that shouldn’t take much more than
.550 hockey to claim.
We’ve seen plenty of teams try to rebuild and end up spinning their
wheels for years without ever getting traction. That could still happen in
Los Angeles – they’ve been rolling for four games, not four months – but
all the signs are pointing in the right direction. Nobody wants to spend
much time in the NHL’s mushy middle. But when you’ve been in the
basement for a few years, a quick stopover on your way to the upper half
of the standings starts sounding pretty good.
The Athletic LOADED: 02.23.2021

1203895

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' loss to Flames a reminder of the security
Andersen provides
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Chris Johnston
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While there’s a major silver lining to be found in their 14-4-2 record, the
Leafs are weathering a storm right now. Joe Thornton (upper body), Zach
Hyman (foot) and Wayne Simmonds (broken wrist) all missed Monday’s
game, as did top shutdown defenceman Jake Muzzin (broken bone in his
face).

TORONTO -- Given how well these first 20 games have unfolded, a flat
effort by the Toronto Maple Leafs was not on its own any cause for
alarm.

The team can afford to be patient with Andersen’s injury situation
because of its strong start and Campbell’s anticipated return to the lineup
in the days ahead. But Toronto won’t want to have to face the more
meaningful games to come without him.

The league’s best power play went 0-for-7 during Monday’s 3-0 loss to
the Calgary Flames and its hottest goal-scorer, Auston Matthews, failed
to register a point for the first time in 17 games. It was bound to happen
eventually.

It has now won just seven of the 21 games where Hutchinson has been
the goalie of record dating back to the 2018-19 season, and Campbell’s
strong play as a Maple Leaf has to be weighed against the fact he’s still
appeared in fewer than 70 NHL games throughout his entire career.

“I think we’ve shown that this is not us,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe,
whose team has a league-best .750 points percentage to prove it.

Andersen is the only proven entity here and he should be handled with
care.

Where there might be some room for worry, however, is the status of No.
1 goaltender Frederik Andersen. He was a surprise scratch at Scotiabank
Arena. His replacement, Michael Hutchinson, said he got word early in
the day that he’d be drawing his second start of the season against the
Flames but there was no prior indication anything was wrong.

In his absence, his teammates get a pass for their low-energy outing
against a much more desperate Flames outfit. But it was also a reminder
of the security blanket he typically provides them.

Andersen took part in a morning skate with teammates that lasted no
more than 10 minutes on Monday -- incredibly short by normal standards,
but a sensible approach before Toronto’s sixth game in nine nights.

“I thought our team played like one that was expecting things to go bad
and not go our way today rather than making it go our way,” said Keefe.
“I didn’t like our mindset in that sense.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.23.2021

He occupied the starter’s net and everything appeared to be normal. At
least until the team announced he was out with a “lower-body injury” less
than an hour from puck drop.
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And it certainly doesn’t sound like we should expect to see Andersen
return to the crease for Wednesday’s rematch with Calgary.

Sportsnet.ca / Breaking down what's going right for Oilers amid dominant
February

“He’s day-to-day. That’s all I’ve got for you,” said Keefe. “I don’t know
what’s going to happen from here.”

Websites

Mark Spector

Calgary was also down its usual starter Jacob Markstrom, but got a
strong performance from David Rittich.

February 22, 2021, 6:19 PM

Hutchinson couldn’t quite match it. He recovered reasonably well after
surrendering a shaky opening goal that squeaked through his pads and
left a tap-in for Sam Bennett. But he didn’t get any run support from
teammates who were frequently mishandling pucks and unable to mount
much of a sustained offensive push before the third period.

EDMONTON — It was, in this quirky era of Zoom calls, a straight-to-thepoint question that summed up the Edmonton Oilers perfectly.

Where the potential concern lies with Andersen is it may be a sign his
body breaking down after an extremely busy start to the condensed
season. No NHL goaltender has seen more than his 957 minutes 30
seconds of game action and only Edmonton’s Mikko Koskinen has faced
more than the 454 shots sent his way.
That’s in large part due to the 10 straight starts Andersen made after
backup Jack Campbell went down with a leg injury last month -- a string
broken last Wednesday when Hutchinson spotted him for a 7-3 victory
over the Ottawa Senators.
“It has been a very busy schedule for Fred and he’s been dealing with
some things as well that just warranted that he needed to get some time
off here, too,” Keefe said then.
This is not how the organization imagined things playing out in the
crease, not after bringing Hutchinson back in October to fill the No. 4 slot
on the depth chart. Remember that he saw his first tenure with the team
ostensibly end when they dealt for Campbell during a game he started
and lost at Madison Square Garden in February 2020.
The goal for this season was to work Campbell more regularly into a
rotation with Andersen and that plan appeared prudent with two solid
performances until he was injured Jan. 24 at Calgary. The Leafs had
already lost No. 3 Aaron Dell on waivers to New Jersey by that point and
so Hutchinson found himself back in a position to play.

The Oilers have overcome a 3-6 start, and they’re now 12-8 and second
in the North. So Darnell Nurse was asked, is this simply a hot streak that
is due to come to an end? Or, is this who the Oilers really are? “Is that
something that has to be proven? Or are you guys already there
mentally?”
“I don’t think we need to prove it to ourselves in this room,” replied Nurse.
“I think we all believe — in this room — that this is the team that we can
be. And that’s all that really matters.”
If there is something new in that answer coming from an Edmonton
player, it is that this organization has for so long been about justifying
itself. Justifying its current state against its history of hockey royalty,
defending its progress against a backdrop of No. 1-overall picks.
Justifying how one rebuild could bleed into the next like this.
In Nurse’s response we hear a confident player who couldn’t care less
about what the outside world thinks about his team. A leader whose
priorities are where they should be: on the people inside the walls. Not on
the outside.
You may have forgotten that Edmonton was the best Canadian team in
both points and winning percentage when everything stopped in March.
They haven’t, so the fact that Edmonton is nearer the top of the North
this season may be a surprise to many, but not Nurse and his
teammates.
“There are going to be ups and downs, turmoil, over the course of the
season, but you’ve got to stay even keel,” Nurse said. “We started off the
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season not great, and we could easily have just buried our heads. But we
stayed even keel, and kept working. Now, after this last little stretch, we
can’t get too high on ourselves.
“We’ve got to stay on the right side of this.”
Why defence is vital when playing in high-scoring Canadian division
They’ve won nine of their past 11, have moved into a tie for eighth in the
league in goals differential (plus-10), and have the seventh-best five-onfive PDO in the NHL. Yet, Edmonton still sits 13th in the NHL in winning
percentage.
How do they make this latest run the norm, and not just a good few
weeks?
“Ultimately to get that consistency, you’ve got to have a lot of players
playing well throughout your lineup,” head coach Dave Tippett said.
“We’ve had that the last little while here. We know we have some
offensive capabilities, but for us to become the team we want to be —
become a playoff team — we have to be a good defending team.”
So as the Oilers fly West for a pair against the Vancouver Canucks this
week — after allowing only two goals-against total in back-to-back wins
over Calgary — we ask the unfamiliar question: What’s going RIGHT for
the Edmonton Oilers?
Goaltending
This position was supposed to be Edmonton’s glaring weakness, and
when Smith was injured before the season began, the critics (me) were
loud. But, since he has returned on Feb. 8 (seven games), the tandem
has put up a save percentage of .944.
Smith is still a pretty strong goalie, as long as he is sharing the load.
Koskinen, we know, can produce if he is playing half the time, not all the
time. Koskinen did his best to keep his team alive until Smith returned,
and since then they have gone 6-1.
Nurse and Barrie Delivering
Pick a team and take away their No. 1 defenceman for the entire season.
Quinn Hughes. Thomas Chabot. Morgan Rielly. Shea Weber. Josh
Morrissey. Mark Giordano.
We’re not saying that Oscar Klefbom is as good at all elements of the
game as everyone in that group, but he IS the Oilers best guy and played
25 minutes a game last season. He also ran the best power play in the
NHL and killed penalties on a PK that finished second last season.
Klefbom’s season-long absence could have crippled this team. But
Nurse’s game has risen to the challenge — he just played two 30-plus
minute games on the weekend, and he sits tied for second among NHL
defencemen with 16 points and T-4th at plus-13.
Meanwhile, picking up the UFA Tyson Barrie was a gamble made by GM
Ken Holland that is beginning to pay off handsomely. Barrie has found
his footing quarterbacking a power play that, after a slow start, has
climbed back to ninth in the league, and his 16 points have given the
Oilers defence the top scoring blue-line in the league.
And don’t forget Adam Larsson. The nasty Swede has rediscovered his
game, and is back to being uber-effective.
People Other Than 29 and 97
Yeah, I know. I saw Saturday’s game too.
But what has quietly happened this season is Edmonton has figured how
to win some games where neither Connor McDavid nor Leon Draisaitl
are among the Three Stars. Take a bow, Jujhar Khaira, Josh Archibald,
Tyler Ennis and Jesse Puljujarvi.
After three seasons of fits and starts, could it be that Khaira has found a
way to bring it every night? Even being effective most nights would be a
huge improvement over his good-week, bad-week career thus far.

Khaira has supplanted Kyle Turris as Edmonton’s third-line centre, and
with speedy Gaetan Haas as the 4C the Oilers have a bottom six that is
chipping in. Meanwhile, Puljujarvi — who was a complete wild card when
the season began — has turned into a legit threat as a top-six winger,
and has barely scraped the surface of what he could become.
Then, on the nights when the bottom six needs a break, Nos. 97 or 29
can always go on a tear.
It’s working in Edmonton these days. And the guys in the uniforms? They
don’t care what you think.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.23.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Rittich, Flames come up with potential turning-point
performance vs. Leafs

Eric FrancisFebruary 23, 2021, 12:08 AM

Punctuating his 34-save shutout with a primal scream, David Rittich
celebrated the kind of win that can turn a season. Exactly the kind the
Flames needed.
Facing the NHL’s top team with a winless backup who learned of his start
hours earlier, the Flames posted what could serve as a monumental
turning point.
Consider some of the streaks the Flames 3-0 win over Toronto ended:
It was the Flames' first win in four games. Rittich’s first win in nine
decisions. Matthew Tkachuk’s first goal in 10 games. Sean Monahan’s
first goal in 13 games.
And by blanking the Leafs' power play on all seven occasions, including a
lengthy 5-on-3, the Flames stopped some historic runs:
First time in 17 games Auston Matthews was held off the score sheet.
First time in five games he didn’t score the game’s opening goal. First
Calgary Flame ever to shut out the Leafs in Toronto.
“Big stage for us,” said Tkachuk, whose power-play tip-in midway through
the game was his 100th career goal.
“Little extra motivation right before the game, finding out some things. So
we were ready to go from puck drop today. We wanted to try to prove to
ourselves especially that we still know we’re a great hockey team.”
He wouldn’t elaborate on the motivators, but whatever they were, the
team responded for a start that saw Sam Bennett score four minutes in
for the Flames' first goal in a first period in six outings.
Shortly thereafter Morgan Rielly hit the first of three posts the Leafs
would connect with on the night, setting the stage for the most unlikely
win by a David at Scotiabank Arena since David Ayres jumped off his
Zamboni to make history there exactly one year earlier.
“Obviously it was a huge win – a confidence booster for sure,” said
Rittich, who learned of his fourth start Monday morning when team MVP
Jacob Markstrom revealed an upper-body injury would shelve him dayto-day.
“We had a couple tough starts when we gave up a couple goals. But we
were talking in the locker room about how we have to change it up and
I’m really glad they changed it when I’m in net.”
Following a long flight from Alberta Sunday following a 7-1 loss against
Edmonton, the Flames put in their most complete effort of the season,
blocking shots, finishing checks and paying attention to the defensive
details they’d abandoned over their three-game losing skid.
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Their power play struck twice, the goaltending was sublime and the team
was fully engaged, playing physically at both ends.
Tkachuk figured the game’s turning point came late in the second when
the Flames staved off a two-man disadvantage for 1:36 that saw Rittich
make several big saves against Toronto’s big guns.
“He was feeling it there,” said Tkachuk of Rittich, who’d lost all three
previous starts this year.
“He was confident. He was calm. Just everything you want to see. I was
so happy he got rewarded tonight. He’s kept us in every game he’s
played so far this year. We just haven’t given him much run support and
quite frankly been playing terrible in front of him.”
That changed dramatically Monday, as calls for significant change grew
louder over the weekend by a frustrated fan base.
“We’ve got to jump on board and continue this,” said Monahan, who
returned to the lineup after missing two games to score a third-period
power-play goal.
“It’s a long year and there’s ups and downs and I don’t think we were
playing great hockey, so this is a starting point for us. We know what’s at
stake here.”
As important as leap-frogging Vancouver for fifth in the division is the
much-needed confidence gained for a team that hadn’t won in its
previous five games.
“The emotion and the smiles and everything else, there is a certain
amount of relief with this,” admitted Flames coach Geoff Ward, who is
taking as much heat as anybody of late for the Flames' .500 season.
“It’s something we can build on. Full marks for the guys to respond.”
How Markstrom responds to treatment will be a tightly kept secret,
although it’s almost certain Rittich will be handed the reins for another
start Wednesday when they face the Leafs again.

“It’s pretty busy,” Ayres says. “I have to schedule all the maintenance for
our mechanics to go out to the indoor and outdoor rinks. Any big parts
that need changing, it's all my job.”
Ayres hurt his knee tending goal for pros training in Oakville and Oshawa
during the off-season, and his gear — hanging in a stall behind him
during our Zoom — has been dry for months.
“I went too hard too soon. My knee didn’t like it. Getting old sucks, man,”
Ayres says. But even when he complains, he smiles. Life is good.
“We have a gym in the garage. (My wife) Sarah and I go work out almost
every single night. It doesn't matter. Nothing is the same as playing
hockey, right? You can do whatever you want, but as soon as you get out
there and start doing butterflies and trying to do splits, that's when your
body's like, 'Uh, nah,' we're not doing this anymore.”
Not that there is anything left for Ayres to accomplish. He’s seen the view
from the top of the mountain, tasted the sweetest Gatorade.
We caught up with Ayres to discuss his forthcoming biopic, his charity
work, and how life has changed one year since Feb. 22, 2020, when a
42-year-old practice goalie shut the door, made history and helped the
Carolina Hurricanes defeat the Toronto Maple Leafs 6-3.
This interview was edited for length and clarity.
Sportsnet: Did you watch the Leafs game (Monday) night? Are you
aware of the blown 5-1 lead? Your name was trending again.
David Ayres: I watched until it was 3-1 or something like that. Next thing
you know, everybody's chirping the Leafs because they lost. I saw one
guy say something like, “This is worse than losing to the Zamboni guy.”
They’re going to use me (as the benchmark). Every time the Leafs lose
badly, they're gonna say something like that.
How often are you reminded of Feb. 22, 2020?
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Oh, somebody sends me something every single day. I'm not even
joking. Between Sarah or I, we’ve had a request for something every
single day of the year. Like, a podcast or an interview or something every
day for the last year. There's been really good ones and some you just
can't do. You have to pick and choose.
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Do you ever tire of rehashing the story, or is it fun to keep reliving this
dream come true?

“It’s something where he’s going to be daily for a little bit until we know
more,” said Ward of Markstrom’s ailment.
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Sportsnet.ca / David Ayres Q&A: Disney deal, strangers’ smiles and a
bottle worth cracking

Luke Fox
February 22, 2021, 9:24 AM

TORONTO – One year after the miracle, David Ayres’s phone is still
buzzing with emergencies he needs to solve. They’re just a little less
glamourous than springing from the stands to the crease and securing an
NHL victory against the very organization that employed him.
Wearing a Marlies T-shirt during our Zoom call, Ayres describes the
wildest year of his life as “nonstop.”
In addition to satisfying the endless requests (from Colbert to Corden,
Disney to Dangle) that come with being an ordinary guy who
accomplished the extraordinary, Ayres’s new day job keeps him involved
with the game, albeit at a distance.
Leaving his Zamboni and EBUG life behind, Ayres, 43, now oversees the
Toronto district for CIMCO, Canada’s largest industrial refrigeration
contractor.

It depends on the questions you're asked. Sometimes it's a super-generic
interview, where all the questions I’ve answered a million times. Some
come with different angles, like the kidney transplant angle. I often get,
“How did it feel when the first shot went in?” It's like, “Well, that sucks.”
The worst thing I've had so far is… Because I signed a movie deal with
Disney, I had a bunch of the producers and writers on Zoom calls. Some
of the stuff that the non-hockey guys ask you, it's just like, “You're
working for Disney, man. You should’ve done your research a little bit for
that one.” (chuckles) For the most part, they're great. It was a great night
for me, so why would I not be excited to talk about it?
The Disney deal: How quickly did it come about? And what's the timeline
for the movie to hit screens?
When we were in Carolina, I got a call from James Corden. He just
wanted to say congrats. He heard about my story, thought it awesome.
He let me know he had a production company. No pressure: “If you ever
want a movie, let me know.” Then I hooked up with CAA (Creative Artists
Agency). They said to me, “You wouldn't believe the amount of
production companies that have come to us already asking to do this
film. It’s insane.” They narrowed it down to 24 at one point, and then we
narrowed it down to 12. We listened to 12 pitches from all the different
people. I still went back to James Corden to talk to him three times. He
wanted me to be in the movie: “You’d be a producer and be part of it from
start to finish, with the writing and everything.” That's kinda cool, him
wanting me to tell the story and put a little spin on it. I guess his
neighbour was a guy who works high up in Disney, and they went for a
walk one night. That's how the whole Disney thing came about. So, we'll
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see what happens. A little slow now with COVID, but once we get the ball
rolling, it’ll be fine. Once we start writing it, I think they'll go two years
from there.
Very cool. Who would be your dream David Ayres casting?
I don't think I've actually picked one person, but names of actors some of
the production companies threw out were like Mark Wahlberg or Ryan
Reynolds. Another producer picked Chris Pratt, and he said, “I don't like
hockey.” I'm pretty sure it was him. (laughs) Whoever it is, I'm sure they'll
be great. I’ll get to meet him, hang out and do the whole thing together.
It’ll be fun.
Does it feel like a full year has passed since your win?
I look at my equipment — I have a couple stalls here — and it feels like
forever since I actually put it on for that game. You get a lot of pictures
and stuff coming in, or art that people have made. It’s like, wow, that was
so long ago.

What sticks out from the aftermath of your victory, the celebration tour?
Going to New York City. I'd never been to New York City. When I went
down there, I did a lot of really cool shows — Stephen Colbert, Today
Show, Fox, all that stuff. It happens so fast, you don't even remember it.
Then I went to Carolina, then Saskatoon, and then went to Montreal. You
don't get a chance to soak it all in until afterwards. And then you get to
realizing, I got to do some pretty cool things. I got to meet some really
cool people. And there's a lot of people that come up and say, “Your
story is awesome.” You put a smile on their face. That was the best thing
over the last 12 months — the fact that people will tell you where they
were when they watched the game, the fact that they were rooting for the
Leafs but then once Carolina started winning, they were rooting for me to
win. So, it brought a little bit of joy to people. And others, not so much
joy, I guess. (laughs)

How many times have you gone back and watched the game?

I remember entering the visitors’ room as you were taking off your gear
postgame. You were wearing a Leafs T-shirt underneath your Hurricanes
sweater. And you said you’d be heading back to Ford Performance
Centre the next morning to work out with the Leafs.

I've watched it one time on the Hockey Night in Canada broadcast and
one time on the Carolina broadcast. That was it. From a goalie
standpoint, my technique was terrible. When I got two goals scored on
me, I just stayed back in my net. I didn't want to give up too much, so I
just stood my ground. The technique wasn't the greatest. If I had a
chance to do it again, I think I’d be a little bit more free. I felt like I was a
robot out there. That's why I don't really like to watch it. And when I do
interviews and stuff like that, I don't watch those either. I don't really like
to hear my own voice.

If it wasn’t for the Leafs organization, I never would’ve been able to do
the emergency goalie thing. Kyle (Dubas) and Sheldon (Keefe) and those
guys brought me along. I spent so many years practising with the
Marlies, then they brought me up to Leafs. I wear that Leafs shirt under
my gear all the time. Going back to practice the next day, the guys were
giving me hugs, saying, “That’s so awesome. Good for you.” They were
proud of me. They know I go home with bumps and bruises every day.
It’s not fun. You get pucks in the head all day long. Not their fault. They’re
ripping pucks at the net, and you’re in the net. They’re still great to me.

I'm the exact same way, minus the NHL hero part.

Safe to say you still cheer for the Leafs, then?

Sarah will sit beside me and play some clip. As soon as I hear my voice,
I’m like, “Turn it off, turn it off! I don't want to hear it.” I’ll maybe go into
the other room if she wants to listen.

I got to know them on a friend level. I’m always gonna root for them. I
was never a huge Leaf fan growing up, but once you’re part of an
organization, you make friends. You're gonna root for your buddies. They
work so hard, and they have an awesome team. They're gonna rip it up
again.

Did the EBUG experience change how you view life?
Yes and no. The biggest part for me was having a kidney transplant 16 or
so years ago. When I had that, I didn't think I’d be able to play sports at
all. I had no idea what I was gonna be able to do. So being able to reach
that level, there was a lot of luck involved in (becoming a practice goalie)
for the Marlies organization. But there's a ton of hard work I've put in over
the last eight seasons with them. It just lets you know, anything you try in
life, you can achieve it. You put a lot of hard work and get a couple lucky
bounces here and there, and things will go your way — as long as you
stay positive. That's the one big thing I took away from everything: Just
stay positive. Doesn't matter how old you are. It matters how hard you
work, whether it's playing sports or doing your daily job. You put the effort
into it, you'll get results.
How have you leveraged your accomplishment to raise money for the
Kidney Foundation?
I did the emergency fund (with the Kidney Foundation) in April. We raised
over $100,000 in three or four weeks. I did a bunch of stuff for the
American Kidney Foundation, and we're able to raise money for that as
well. If it wasn't for me having a kidney transplant, I never would’ve got to
do this stuff. I know there's a bunch of people that have went to the
Kidney Foundation since they've heard my story and said, “Hey, I didn't
know you guys did this.” And they've been able to use the Kidney
Foundation as a support system, so that's been awesome for me.
Describe your relationship like with the Hurricanes.
I talk to guys that work for the organization almost every day, really. I
made a lot of friends when I was down there. They ask how things are
going. I actually just got a package from them today — more Canes
swag. It's kinda cool. They want me to do a video for the 22nd, so they
sent me more swag, which is awesome. They're such a good
organization and really down to earth. Really fun guys. I keep in touch
with them.

What did you keep from that night?
Oh! I have my jersey still. Rod Brind’Amour gave me a signed bottle.
James Reimer gave me a signed stick. I still have all that. Obviously, my
stick went to the Hockey Hall of Fame, which was pretty cool. I couldn't
say no to that one.
OK. The Hurricanes and Maple Leafs meet this spring in the playoffs —
who are you rooting for?
Put me on the spot with this one. (laughs) I root for a good hockey game,
I guess. I have friends on both sides; it’s so hard to pick one. I’d love to
see the Leafs win a Cup because they haven’t done it in so long. I’d love
to see the parade they’d put on. Carolina won one (in 2006), so I’d like to
see the Leafs win one. That’s for sure.
How have you been coping with the pandemic?
It sucks. But it gives me time to do projects around the house. I've built
so much furniture this whole time we’ve been at home. I've been working
out and spending time with family and found a new love for Call of Duty.
Ayres, right, and his wife, Sarah, pose wearing hoodies to support mental
health (via Ayres's Instagram).
How are your skills?
Not bad, actually. My buddies play the odd time. My mom moved in with
us recently, and she's like, “You play this all day long, don't you?” You
know, if there's nothing else to do. If I'm not working or whatever, then,
sure, I'll jump on and play. But it gets a little too much for the kids and
Sarah too. Like, “Just turn it off.” I'm all right. I'm pretty good.
So, do you plan on celebrating the one-year anniversary Monday? Will
you raise a glass to this?
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Absolutely. People have been asking what we’re gonna do with that wine
Rod gave me. I’m not a big wine drinker. Sarah will probably take a sip of
it. We can’t go too far, but we’ll probably have a little bit of a celebration.
We’ll do something, for sure.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.23.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets finding success with Dubois at left wing, but return to
centre inevitable

Ken Wiebe
February 22, 2021, 12:00 PM

WINNIPEG — Now that the weight has officially been lifted, where does
Pierre-Luc Dubois best fit in the Winnipeg Jets lineup?
Jets head coach Paul Maurice is on record saying that Dubois was
acquired to be a centreman and doubled down by reinforcing he’s going
to be a centreman long-term, but there has to at least be some
temptation to keep him at left wing on the top line with Mark Scheifele
and Blake Wheeler.
When a guy produces two goals (including the overtime winner in a 4-3
victory over the Vancouver Canucks on Sunday) and three points in his
return to the lineup after missing four games with a lower body injury,
finding a way to delay the inevitable — if only momentarily — simply
makes too much sense.
Since the Jets don’t play again until Thursday, when the Montreal
Canadiens come to town, there will be a few days for the anticipation to
build and for Maurice to mull over the decision.
Maurice has already revealed the next step in this process is to move
Dubois to centre between Nikolaj Ehlers and Kyle Connor, with Paul
Stastny jumping up alongside Scheifele and Wheeler.
That’s a great place to put him — eventually.
It’s a trio with exceptional speed and blends the straight-line game of
Connor and the east-west creativity of Ehlers.
Sign up for NHL newsletters
Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to
your inbox!
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
You’ve got three really good passers and three guys that can finish
around the net.
Throw in the bulldozer-like quality Dubois brings to the table and you
can’t help but see enormous potential.
“Yeah, I mean it was evident. He’s a very powerful man,” said Wheeler,
who chipped in three assists on Sunday and is up to 17 points in 18
games. “You know what I mean? You see him without his uniform on and
just in his shorts and t-shirt. He’s a young man, but in an adult body. He
is just tapping into his potential as a player. Some of the little things that
he does with the puck, the way that he protects it and the way that he
can make guys miss, he’s a pretty special player.”
The reasoning for easing Dubois in on the wing was multifaceted and
well thought out.
First and foremost, for a guy who had only played two games in nearly a
month because of quarantine and the “muscle” injury that sidelined him
for the previous four games, not having the extra layer of responsibility of
being at centre was an obvious bonus.

Playing on the wing is not as taxing physically, either.
When looking for a place for a player to have success, throwing him out
with a centre that is on a heater also made a lot of sense — and there
was Scheifele, extending his point streak to 10 games and his goal
streak to five games (giving him 10 markers on the season and moving
into a tie with Ehlers for the team lead) on Sunday night.
By plugging in Dubois to play with the long-standing pair of Scheifele and
Wheeler, it was simply a matter of finding his comfort zone.
“They’re two really smart players with the puck, without the puck,
positionally and (on the) forecheck. There’s not much that both of them
can’t do on the ice,” said Dubois. “(Scheifele) and (Wheeler) made it easy
for me at times, helped me out when I was making wrong reads and stuff
like that but it felt good to get back out there with them.
“You see the chemistry they have and try to read off them, try to be in the
right spot.”
Dubois found himself in the right spot late in the second period, sliding
into a quiet zone in the slot after Scheifele came up with the puck down
low and got it to Wheeler.
When Wheeler found Dubois for a one-timer, the Jets trimmed the deficit
to 2-1.
After Scheifele evened the score, there was Dubois feathering a pass
over to Neal Pionk for a power-play goal that gave the Jets a 3-2 lead.
And when Elias Pettersson ripped home a rocket during a 6-on-4
situation with 37.7 seconds left in regulation, Dubois was there to provide
an exclamation point in overtime, using a stop-and-go move that showed
off his acceleration to blow past Brock Boeser and beat Braden Holtby
with a shot 27 seconds into the three-on-three action.
He’s been through a lot during the first six weeks of the season, even if
he’s been limited to eight games, due to a garden variety of factors.
The false start and “muscle injury” (the words of Dubois when asked if it
was a groin issue that kept him out) setback only added to the frustration.
Clearly, this was an important step in the building process for Dubois.
“My first game, it was one of those games where you kind of want to
forget about it. You just get your legs back in it, your hands back in it,”
said Dubois. “Second game, I felt a bit better and then that injury where I
missed some time so tonight to finally get out there and play and then get
that nice pass from (Wheeler) and just score, it kind of felt like a weight
off my shoulders and then the rest of the game (you want) to keep
applying that pressure and keep getting better.
“I mean, my game is still not where I know it can be. I know I can improve
on a lot of things.”
Dubois is going to be far too valuable at centre to not be used there
primarily, but he seems open to extending the experiment on the wing.
“I have no idea,” said Dubois, asked about what could be on the horizon
in terms of his spot in the lineup. “That’s one thing my dad always told
me, is if you can play all three forward positions, it can be easy for a
coach to put you in the lineup; if it’s on the wing, it’s on the wing, if it’s
centre, it’s centre. And in overtime, it’s kind of like a 'D', midfielder,
defenceman.
“So I think the more positions you can play the easier it is for a team and
we have so many good centremen on this team, there’s a lot on the wing,
so wherever I have to play, I’ll play.”
Having this other option in his back pocket when the Jets need a spark is
the equivalent of holding a trump card for Maurice.
One of the reasons Dubois was acquired from the Columbus Blue
Jackets was because of his ability to help neutralize the likes of Connor
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl with his two-way game.
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As it turns out, Dubois can also be used in similar fashion to the
Edmonton Oilers' star centres, combining with Scheifele for an
impressive one-two punch on the top line.
Since Dubois is still getting up to speed, it makes perfect sense to give
this new look a little longer test drive before moving him into the middle.
It sounds like the thought has definitely crossed the mind of Maurice as
well.
“I think they’ve got a lot more. There will come a point and time where
they will stop trying to keep him happy and they’ll just play. Once the
three of them get to know each other a little bit, they’ll just play,” said
Maurice. “They’ll shoot the pucks they’re supposed to shoot. Pass the
ones they’re supposed to pass. All of them are exceptional passers. They
had a couple of shifts where they hung onto the puck in the offensive
zone and I think they’re going to be able to do that at speed.
“So, I don’t have him as a long-term winger, but it’s a good way to
introduce a guy into everything and he helps you win while it’s going on.
He’s got two veteran guys that he’s playing with. He’s still a young man. I
liked it tonight. The next phase will probably be that he gets flipped in and
out. So, it won’t be that he permanently goes to another line, as long as
it’s going well. But I might flip him and Stastny out a little bit. He’s a
centreman and we need him to be a centreman going forward. But we
certainly liked it (Sunday).”
Whether he likes it enough to stick with it a bit longer will likely be
apparent when the Jets return to the ice for practice on Tuesday.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.23.2021
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TSN.CA / Panarin takes leave of absence with full support of Rangers,
NHL

By Frank Seravalli

New York Rangers star Artemi Panarin took a surprising leave of
absence from the team on Monday for personal reasons.
The Rangers said Monday that the 2019-20 Hart Trophy finalist will step
away for an unspecified amount of time amid allegations in Russia of an
assault in 2011 that the player vehemently denies.
A Russian news article on Monday quoted Andrei Nazarov, Panarin’s
former KHL coach and a former NHL enforcer, who claimed Panarin
struck an 18-year-old girl in Latvia in 2011.
Panarin, 29, has family in Russia and it is believed the reason for his
leave is that there is a level of concern about retribution against them
based on the allegations made against him.
“Artemi vehemently and unequivocally denies any and all allegations in
this fabricated story,” the Rangers said in a statement Monday. “This
clearly is an intimidation tactic being used against him for being
outspoken on recent political events. Artemi is obviously shaken and
concerned and will take some time away from the team. The Rangers
fully support Artemi and will work with him to identify the source of these
unfounded allegations.”
In a brief statement to the New York Post, the NHL said: “We are
completely supportive of Artemi Panarin and the Rangers and will
continue to monitor the situation.”
When asked about his teammate’s leave of absence on Monday,
Rangers centre Ryan Strome defended Panarin’s character.

“We see him behind closed doors every day and the personality and the
way he carries himself and his character and his attitude,” Strome told
reporters. “He’s just an all-around unbelievable person. I think for us, just
give him this time, give him the space, and whatever the timeline may be,
we’ll welcome him back with more than open arms.”
Panarin has been an outspoken critic of Russian president Vladimir
Putin. Last month, Panarin posted a photo on his Instagram account
supporting Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, with the captain:
“Freedom for Navalny.”
Navalny has been jailed in Moscow since mid-January despite demands
for his release from the European Court of Human Rights.
Panarin first publicly criticized Putin in a 2019 YouTube interview that
created shockwaves. It was in stark contrast to the loyalty shown to Putin
by fellow NHL star Alex Ovechkin, who in 2017 announced a socialpolitical movement “in the name of #PutinTeam.”
Putin is rarely criticized publicly by high-profile Russian-born celebrities
and athletes. Panarin last represented the Russian Federation at the
2017 IIHF World Championship and also skated in the 2016 World Cup
of Hockey in Toronto.
Nazarov, Panarin’s former coach who levied the allegation, has
previously publicly attacked people in the hockey world who have
questioned Russia’s way of life.
Nazarov advocated for the arrest of former NHL defenceman T.J.
Galiardi in 2019 after Galiardi revealed an unflattering view of
Nizhnekamsk, where Nazarov currently coaches in the KHL, during a
podcast interview.
“Next time he comes to Russia, we’ll arrest him,” Nazarov reportedly
said. “Let’s do 15 days at first. Put him in a cell without a toilet … Then
he won’t badmouth Russia again.”
On Monday, Nazarov – who played 571 NHL games from 1994 through
2006 – claimed Panarin knocked an 18-year-old Latvian girl to the floor in
2011 with “several powerful blows,” according to a translation of the
Russian newspaper story. He then alleged Panarin paid $40,000 (EUR)
in cash for the police to “put the brakes on the case.”
Panarin, a native of Korkino, Russia, made his debut in the country’s top
league in 2008 as a 17-year-old with KHL club Vityaz Chekhov, based in
a Moscow suburb, a full 24-hour drive away from his hometown.
He played in the KHL for six more seasons, including stops in Kazan and
St. Petersburg, before bursting onto the NHL scene as a free agent with
the Chicago Blackhawks in 2015-16 as a 24 year old. He won the Calder
Trophy that season as rookie of the year with 77 points in 80 games.
Panarin was then dealt to the Columbus Blue Jackets in 2017 and signed
a seven-year, $81.5 million deal as a free agent with the Rangers on July
1, 2019. He has racked up 433 points in 405 career NHL games.
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TSN.CA / Scoring early and often, Matthews earning his swagger

By Mark Masters

Auston Matthews is looking to make history tonight by becoming the first
National Hockey League player to score the opening goal in five straight
games. The Flames, meanwhile, have allowed the first goal in five
straight games.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2021
"I can't even remember the last time we started a game with a lead," said
Flames winger Johnny Gaudreau. "We need to push in the first."
But even if Matthews doesn't score early, it will be tough for Calgary to
shut him down for the entire game. The 23-year-old centre appears to be
a man on a mission right now.
"He has a strong swagger to him, but in no way does it come across like
it's not earned," observed Leafs captain John Tavares. "I think that's the
biggest thing. He goes out and earns it every day ... The run he's on is
tremendous. It’s pretty special. We should be enjoying it and, as a group,
building off what he's doing."
Matthews is coming off consecutive four-point nights. He's the fifth Leaf
in the modern era to produce consecutive four-point games within one
season adding his name to a list that includes Peter Ihnacak (1987),
Darryl Sittler (1980), Lanny McDonald (1977) and Borje Salming (1976).
Mitch Marner is right behind his linemate with seven points in the past
two games.
"The way they set each other up for success having positive play after
positive play really breaks the opponent down and gives them the
advantage to then do what they do best," said Tavares.
The Flames had their hands full against Connor McDavid on Saturday,
allowing the Oilers captain to rack up five points. And yet they seem to
view this as an even stiffer test.
"It's a big challenge," said centre Elias Lindholm. "Right now they're
probably the best line in the league and it's been that way for the whole
season pretty much."
It's unclear who will play left wing with Matthews and Marner tonight. Joe
Thornton and Zach Hyman, their most recent linemates, are both
sidelined due to injury. Toronto did not do line rushes this morning, but
coach Sheldon Keefe confirmed that Nic Petan and Alexander
Barabanov will draw in.
'He earns it every day': Tavares impressed with Matthews' focus
Auston Matthews leads the NHL with 18 goals this season, and is riding
a 16-game point streak. Matthews' teammates couldn't help but gush at
his demeanor, staying even-keeled while putting in the work to get better
everyday.
The Leafs won a pair of one-goal games in Calgary last month and the
Flames have struggled ever since, losing nine of 15.
"No one can feel comfortable right now," said Gaudreau. "No one is
playing their best hockey."
Calgary was humbled by Edmonton 7-1 on Saturday night, which was
their third straight defeat.
"We got our own challenges and adversity with the guys coming out of
the lineup," stressed Keefe. "I'm excited for the game today to see how
our group responds. Full expectation that Calgary will respond to their
challenge and we have to do the same."

"They're executing well. We just got to make sure we come prepared
tonight to play a hockey game with urgency and some desperation,"
Ward said. "They're going to play the same way. They're going to offer
exactly the same things [as in January]. They're fundamentally sound in
every aspect of the game. The one thing with them is they're consistent
in putting it on the ice so we know exactly what we'll get from them."
Leafs Ice Chips: Thornton, Hyman out against an urgent opponent
Tonight on TSN, the Leafs will be hosting a desperate Flames squad
without the services of Jake Muzzin, Joe Thornton and Zach Hyman who
are all dealing with injuries. TSN's Mark Masters has more on their
statuses, and who could draw into the Flames lineup.
The Leafs will be without defenceman Jake Muzzin tonight after he broke
a bone in his face late in Saturday's game in Montreal. The team is
waiting for the injury to settle before a timeline for his return can be
determined.
Keefe suggested there's a chance this is a day-to-day situation although
Muzzin will need to wear a full shield when he returns.
In his absence, Travis Dermott moves up to play with Justin Holl.
"He's excited for this," said Keefe. "He's been very patient and has really
worked hard from day one of camp. He's got a chance here today to take
a big step."
Mikko Lehtonen will draw in and play on the third pair with Zach
Bogosian.
TSN's Kristen Shilton has more on the Muzzin injury and Dermott’s
outlook here.
Leafs' Muzzin out with broken bone in face; Dermott moves up
Leafs defenceman Jake Muzzin has a broken bone in his face, and will
miss tonight's game. Travis Dermott will move up into the top four to help
fill the loss. While Muzzin's veteran presence will be missed, head coach
Sheldon Keefe says the team has been grooming Dermott to step-up and
take the next step should one of the top defencemen miss some time.
The Leafs will be looking for a bounce-back performance from William
Nylander who was stapled to the bench for the final eight minutes and 45
seconds of Saturday's win in Montreal.
"I'm not necessarily questioning his effort the other night," Keefe
explained. "That wasn't it for me. It's more adapting to the game. Our
team really adjusted well after the second period ... we adjusted very well
and managed the puck well and managed the game extremely well and
we expect that from everybody and Will's no different. We expect a lot
from him and that's a big part of it. We've talked a lot throughout the
season and last and he knows exactly what my expectations are of him."
"He's an extremely competitive guy," said Tavares. "He wants to be out
there and make a difference. So, no doubt he'll be prepared and ready to
play."
Keefe: Nylander's issue is about 'adapting to the game' not effort

A year ago today, the Leafs suffered one of the most embarrassing
losses in franchise history. Carolina goalies James Reimer and Petr
Mrazek both got injured, forcing 42-year-old emergency back-up David
Ayres into a game for the final 28 minutes and 41 seconds. The Leafs
managed just 10 shots on Ayres scoring twice, but losing 6-3 in Toronto.

William Nylander sat on the bench for the final 8:45 of Toronto's win
Saturday against the Canadiens, and his teammates believe he will have
a positive response tonight against the Flames. Head coach Sheldon
Keefe admitted that the benching wasn't about his effort, but the way he
needs to adapt to the game.

A few days later, general manager Kyle Dubas labelled his team "Jekyll
and Hyde" while standing pat at the trade deadline. A lot has changed in
the 12 months since. The Leafs added experienced veterans in the offseason and have been one of the most consistent teams in the NHL to
start this season with 14 wins in 19 games.

Sidelined since Jan. 24, goalie Jack Campbell returned to practice
yesterday and was on the ice with teammates again this morning as he
rehabs a leg injury.

It was striking to hear how Flames coach Geoff Ward described the Leafs
this morning.

"He seems to be progressing really well," Keefe said. "There's no set
timeline, but we're trending towards him returning in the next week."
After missing two games with a lower-body injury, Sean Monahan skated
this morning and will be a game-time decision tonight, per Ward.
Flames lines at Monday's skate:
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F
Gaudreau - Monahan - Bennett
Tkachuk - Lindholm - Mangiapane
Lucic - Backlund - Dube
Nordstrom - Gawdin - Leivo
D
Giordano - Andersson

Here, we will do three things:
1. Consider each team’s net-goal advantage/disadvantage from the
2019-20 season (and associated widespread schedule) as a proxy for
team talent.
2. Iterate a team’s schedule against what should have been their 202021 opponents.

Hanifin - Tanev
Valimaki - Kylington

3. Analyze the shifts in performance at a team and divisional level.

G
Markstrom starts
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The one thing we do know is that every single team in the NHL has a
dramatically different schedule this season. In order to tease out the
relative effect of these scheduling changes, we need to measure this
year’s observations against our understanding of team talent level from
the end of last season. Let’s create a quick analysis accordingly.

Websites

TSN.CA / How temporary realignment has impacted the NHL standings
so far

Do this exercise across every team in the league, and you can see how a
team’s divisional opponents in a normal year have behaved through the
environment changes:
What do these numbers indicate? Let’s look at the Predators for a
moment, who have the most extreme example of the 31 teams.
Last season, Nashville – who would have just made the playoff cut in a
competitive Central Division – saw an opponent that was +0.21 goals
per-game better than a league-average opponent, indicating a
reasonably strong division. This season, that number is up to +0.45 goals
per game, the highest number in the league. Why is this the case?

By Travis Yost

The short answer is that their normal divisional foes – some of which
stayed in the Central, others of which left for new divisions – have all
played rather well in their new groupings.

Looking at the National Hockey League standings, the first thing you
notice is the Toronto Maple Leafs sitting in pole position. But is it real?

The opposite of the Nashville situation might be the Vegas Golden
Knights, as their normal Pacific opponents have had better years.

The answer is yes. In my seven years at TSN, that was the easiest piece
I’ve written to date!

The teams that stayed in the Pacific now get to enjoy facing teams like
St. Louis and Colorado on a regular basis, and the teams that left –
emphasis on Vancouver and Calgary here – have had relatively rough
starts in the North Division. That may suggest the Golden Knights have
had a softer division of sorts last season, and a more difficult division to
navigate this season.

Now for a more interesting question along those same lines. Some
recent discussion has centered on whether the Maple Leafs have merely
been reaping the benefits of forced temporary realignment and an
apparently weaker division, or are a genuinely improved team that is
putting daylight between themselves and other playoff contenders.
One roadblock in answering that question is the fact that the divisions are
locked, meaning no interdivisional play this season. Stare at the
standings long enough, and you could convince yourself that both
answers are correct.
But we can try to quantify what impact the divisional restructuring has
had on performance, mostly because the intervening off-season was
unlike any other.
Normal off-seasons generally involve significant player movement and
organizational changes, so year-to-year changes in performance are
anticipated. But this off-season was eerily quiet, in large part due to an
unexpectedly flat salary cap. Outside of a couple of teams (the Montreal
Canadiens for example) who had the luxury to spend, most were forced
to tweak their rosters at the margins and run it back.
It’s also not lost on me that even after 20 or so games, most of the
playoff teams from the prior season are in position to become playoff
teams once again. Consider the current standings and note the teams
occupying the top four slots of each division:
You can find a couple examples of teams on the rise, like the Florida
Panthers. You can also spot a team like the Nashville Predators off to
slower-than-expected starts. But for the most part, the broader spectrum
of playoff-calibre teams hasn’t changed much, and most teams are
reasonably in line with their prior year’s expectations. Consequently, the
year-over-year correlation in net goals (and, consequently, wins and
losses) is quite high.

There is also a funny note about what’s happened with the Central
Division. The Central was the strongest division a season ago, and the
new Central looks like it will retain that belt. What happened was
relatively simple: the division displaced strong playoff-calibre clubs
(Colorado, Minnesota, and St. Louis all headed to the West, for example)
and received other strong playoff-calibre clubs (Tampa Bay, Columbus,
and an improved Florida team) in a clean trade-off.
Let’s bring this back to the Maple Leafs.
Toronto, you will notice, has relatively flat year-over-year numbers – their
Atlantic Division foes faring about as well this year as they did last year.
Intuitively this makes sense. What was very obvious about the Atlantic
Division one season ago is that there were two teams that posed lethally
tough matchups, and three teams who were also-rans.
This year, barring something dramatic, Toronto will be a favourite in just
about every game going forward. But just as their games against the
league’s elite have disappeared, so too have the games against the
minnows of the NHL. It puts them in prime position to chase down the
North Division title, but it does not put them in a comfortable position of
generating game experience against Cup contenders.
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TSN.CA / Dermott moves up Leafs’ depth chart with Muzzin sidelined
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By Kristen Shilton

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs’ injury troubles have suddenly taken an
alarming turn, with Zach Hyman (undisclosed, day-to-day), Joe Thornton
(undisclosed, day-to-day) and Jake Muzzin (broken facial bone, unknown
timeline) all ruled out of Monday’s game against Calgary.
Those three join Wayne Simmonds (broken wrist) and Jack Campbell
(leg) already on the sidelines for Toronto. While the growing injury list is a
concern, Muzzin’s absence opens a long-awaited chance for
defenceman Travis Dermott to play in Toronto’s top four.
“[Muzzin] is a big loss. He does a lot of important things for us,” said
head coach Sheldon Keefe on a Zoom call following the team’s morning
skate. “And of course the chemistry he has with Justin [Holl] has been
very good as well. It's a loss for sure, but I talked to Travis Dermott today
and it's a great opportunity for him. It's something that I know he's been
waiting for, and something we've been wanting to prepare him for in the
event that there's an injury. Now he has to elevate and show that he's
prepared for it.”
This will be the first game Muzzin has missed for Toronto this season,
while Hyman previously sat out last Thursday against Ottawa with a foot
issue and Thornton missed 10 games already this year nursing a rib
fracture.
Hyman appeared to block a shot with that same foot during Saturday’s tilt
in Montreal, and Muzzin’s injury seemed to happen late in that same
outing when a shot hit his face. It’s not clear exactly if or when Thornton
was injured against the Canadiens, but he finished the night playing
14:14 on the Leafs’ top line with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner.
Nic Petan, Alexander Barabanov and Mikko Lehtonen will draw in for
Toronto on Monday.
Keefe didn’t run lines at morning skate because he was told beforehand
that Thornton would be a game-time decision. It was only afterwards
Keefe learned Thornton was officially out, and he claimed not to have
decided yet who would replace him alongside Matthews (who leads the
NHL in goals with 18) and Marner (who’s tied for second-most points at
30).
What Keefe does know for sure is that Dermott will have a chance to
shine against the Flames, and possibly erase some bad memories of the
last time he stepped in for Muzzin.
That was back during Toronto’s qualifying-round playoff series against
Columbus in August, when Muzzin was jettisoned from the series by a
crushing hit late in Game 2. Dermott slid up to play with Holl and failed to
deliver as Keefe had hoped, finishing minus-3 over the final three games
of the series.
“I look back on the Columbus series when we lost Muzz, and we weren't
happy as an organization with how that went,” Keefe said of Dermott.
“We dealt with that, and in a lot of ways it's why we've taken the
approach we have with Derms here to just try to get him to reset and
prepare for a greater role and opportunity. He's excited for this. He's
been very patient and has really worked hard from day one of camp. And
he's got a chance here today to take a big step.”
Since signing a one-year, $874,125 contract extension last October,
Dermott's been fighting his way back into Keefe’s good graces. The 24year-old has been a healthy scratch in four games already this season,
and relegated to third-pairing work alongside Zach Bogosian while
averaging 11:34 per game and notching one goal.
Meanwhile, Holl and Muzzin play more than 21 minutes per night, and
Muzzin is a stalwart on the penalty kill and in a shutdown role at even
strength. That’s a major void for Dermott to try and fill, particularly at 5on-5, but Keefe believes that Dermott is ready to excel this time.
“I just want him to go in with the mindset that he's just going to continue
to do little things very well, and not try to do too much, not feel like he's

got to take on too much,” said Keefe. “He just has to continue to be
himself and do what he does well. When he does that we really like a lot
of things that he brings to the game. We’ve taken it slowly with him,
we've taken a little bit of a step back with him, but it was all towards
knowing that his opportunity would be there. We wanted him to be better
prepared for it.”
As a group, the Leafs will have to match the urgency and intensity of
what should be a desperate Calgary team. The Flames enter Monday’s
matchup having lost four of their past five, including three straight, while
Toronto is riding a three-game win streak and has already beaten
Calgary twice this season.
It won’t be easy to earn a third victory with multiple missing bodies
though, and Keefe has prepared his group for a battle.
“I assess them as a team that's going to come in and give us their
absolute best,” he said. “I thought through those [previous] games that
for good stretches they took it to us pretty good. And they have that
ability to do so if you give them the puck and you let them play on
offence. We’ve got our own challenges and adversity with the guys
coming out of the lineup and there’s an opportunity for others to step up
in their place.”
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TSN.CA / Calgary’s core faces defining moment in coming week

By Salim Valji

On Saturday afternoon, Calgary Flames forward Matthew Tkachuk took
to the podium and delivered an emphatic message ahead of the second
half of a back-to-back against the Edmonton Oilers and a road trip that
could make or break their season.
Tkachuk, who has been far less noticeable and engaged than most
would have expected this season (and would be on pace for just 50
points in an 82-game season), admirably fielded questions and took
ownership for his and the team’s play to date that had seen them skate to
a .500 record a quarter of the way through the year.
“This is a huge, huge moment in our season, this game tonight,” he said.
“It starts tonight, and I’m prepared to do whatever I can. For me
personally, I’ve got to get going. All the pressure should be on me to
perform. It shouldn’t be on anyone else. I haven’t been at my best and it’s
time to get going and help this team get some wins. I haven’t performed
the way I’d like personally, so all the pressure should be on me to try to
provide emotion from the drop of the puck tonight.”
Ten hours later, Tkachuk was back at that very same podium, reflecting
on the Flames’ 7-1 defeat at the hands of Connor McDavid and the
Oilers, one of the worst losses to their provincial rivals in franchise
history.
“That sucked,” he said. “Let’s call a spade a spade here. That was
probably one of the toughest moments since I’ve been here, just the way
it went and the way things are going…My one thought is that I feel
terrible for our goalies, really. They come in and battle every practice and
every game and if it wasn’t for them right now, who knows where we’d be
in the standings.”
This season in Calgary was supposed to be different.
They finally had their goalie in Jacob Markstrom. They toughened up
their blueline with Chris Tanev. They brought in wingers Dominik Simon
and Josh Leivo to compete for top-six spots. Johnny Gaudreau, Sean
Monahan and Mark Giordano talked about their experience in the NHL
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bubble, coming a handful of saves short of defeating the eventual
Stanley Cup finalist Dallas Stars and building off that momentum. On
paper, the Flames looked like one of the deepest teams in the North
Division.

USA TODAY / Wild's Marcus Foligno asks linesmen to break up fight as
he bloodies Sharks' Nikolai Knyzhov

Alas, the more things have changed in Calgary, the more they’ve stayed
the same.

Mike Brehm

While Markstrom and Tanev have exceeded expectations, the Flames
continue to show flaws that have dogged this current core group of
players, flaws that could sink the team’s playoff chances before the
halfway point of the season: They don’t compete enough. They lack a
killer instinct. They don’t hate to lose enough. They are tough to coach.

Fighting is part of the NHL, but so, too, is sportsmanship.

Already this season, there’s been at least one players-only meeting (held
just six games into the season) and a player’s trade request (Sam
Bennett) became public, bringing with it drama and questions about his
ice time on a seemingly weekly basis.

It was the first fight for Knyzhov, who was playing in his 20th NHL game.
It was the 45th career NHL fight for Foligno since he entered the league
in 2011-12.

There’s also the troubling trend of flat starts (the team’s first-period goal
differential of -10 is second-worst in the league, only ahead of Ottawa).
There’s the lack of emotional pushback when trailing games, which they
have done more than all but four teams.
There was the third period against Vancouver on Feb. 13 where they had
just seven shots despite needing a goal. On Saturday night, after falling
behind 6-1 in the second period, the team mustered just two shots
combined on two power plays in the second period and had several
defensive breakdowns throughout the game.
“It doesn’t take talent to play away from the puck, it just takes desire,”
head coach Geoff Ward said after the loss to Edmonton on Saturday.
It’s one of several lines Ward (and previous head coaches Bob Harley
and Glen Gulutzan and Bill Peters, as well as several players) have used
when describing the poor habits in this group dating back years, habits
that seem to have perpetuated even more this season.

During the first period of Monday night's Minnesota-San Jose game, Wild
forward Marcus Foligno and Sharks defenseman Nikolai Knyzhov got
into a fight.

It was a mismatch as Foligno tied up Knyzhnov and landed several big
right-handed punches, cutting the defenseman's face.
But Foligno, realizing his opponent was bloodied, called for the linesmen
to break up the fight. Knyzhnov tried to get in a punch, Foligno gestured
again and the linesmen stepped in.
Foligno then recorded a Gordie Howe hat trick (goal, assist, fight) by just
past the midpoint of the game as he drew the secondary assist on an Ian
Cole goal at 3:36 of the second period not long after he finished serving
his fighting penalty.
He then scored at 10:48 on a shot that deflected off Nicolas Meloche's
stick and floated past goalie Martin Jones for a 4-1 lead.
It was the third Gordie Howe hat trick of Foligno's career.
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In his Saturday afternoon Zoom call before the game against the Oilers,
Tkachuk stressed the importance of the team’s upcoming road trip that
will see them play the Toronto Maple Leafs twice and then the Ottawa
Senators three times.

USA TODAY / Rangers star Artemi Panarin takes leave of absence
following allegations in Russia

“Realistically, it’s a make-or-break road trip for our team the way things
are going, and not a whole lot of games left,” he said. “You get behind
the eight ball it’s hard to make up ground with less than 40 games left.”

Vincent Z. Mercogliano

The week ahead may have even more significance than that.
Much of the talk coming into this season was that this was The Last
Dance of sorts for this current core of Calgary Flames players that
includes Tkachuk, captain Giordano and forwards Monahan, Gaudreau,
and Mikael Backlund.
The Flames’ upcoming trek (and everything at stake with it) may force
general manager Brad Treliving to honestly assess the team and
organization’s DNA, perhaps a few months earlier than he would have
liked.
They’ve had four coaches in six years and zero playoff series wins to
show for it. The innate flaws this group possesses clearly haven’t been
rectified. Players have been shuttled in and out and yet much remains
unchanged.
As the saying goes, “The definition of insanity is doing the same thing
over and over and expecting different results.”
The next week for the Calgary Flames could ultimately define the
organization for far longer than that.
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Star forward Artemi Panarin has taken a leave of absence from the New
York Rangers, the team confirmed in a statement Monday.
It was originally reported by the New York Post that Panarin's leave came
in response to a "political hit piece" that was published in his native
Russia alleging that the 29-year-old forward "beat up an 18-year-old girl"
in 2011.
Two people with knowledge of the situation confirmed to the USA
TODAY NETWORK that Panarin believes these allegations are
retribution for his outspoken opposition of Russian president Vladimir
Putin. The people requested anonymity due to the sensitivity of the
situation.
On Jan. 21, Panarin posted an Instagram message that, when translated
to English read, "Freedom for Navalny," which voiced his support for
Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny.
The Rangers began practice without Panarin at 11 a.m. Monday at the
MSG Training Center in Tarrytown, New York, and issued the following
statement:
"Artemi vehemently and unequivocally denies any and all allegations in
this fabricated story. This is clearly an intimidation tactic being used
against him for being outspoken on recent political events. Artemi is
obviously shaken and concerned and will take some time away from the
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team. The Rangers fully support Artemi and will work with him to identify
the source of these unfounded allegations."
The story alleging the physical altercation with a young girl 10 years ago
was based on an accusation from Andrei Nazarov, one of Panarin's
former coaches while playing for Vityaz Chekhov in Russia's KHL.
In the interview, which was published on the Russia website sports.ru,
Nazarov claims that the incident occurred at a Radisson Hotel bar in Riga
following Vityaz's 2-0 loss to Dynamo on Dec. 11, 2011. He alleged that
Panarin "sent an 18-year-old citizen of Latvia to the floor with several
powerful blows," according to a translation, and was detained by police.
Nazarov alludes to a rumor that Panarin escaped charges after a bribe of
40,000 Euro on his behalf.
Nazarov, a well-known Putin supporter, also made mention of Panarin's
"provocations" on social media.
The possibility of political motives behind the story in an attempt to smear
Panarin have raised concerns for the well-being and safety of his
remaining family in Russia. The expected length of his absence is
unknown.
Rangers express support for Panarin
A cloud of uncertainty hangs over the remaining Rangers.
"It’s been a pretty hectic morning," forward Ryan Strome said. "A lot of
emotions and just trying to get through practice."
Speaking on behalf of his teammates, Strome emphatically defended
Panarin's character and expressed confidence that he's "in good hands"
with the Rangers' support system.
"(He) knows how much we love him, how much we care for him, how
much we appreciate him (and) what he does for us," Strome said. "You
guys get to see a small glimpse of what he does on the ice and in the
media, but we see him behind closed doors every day, and the
personality and the way he carries himself and his character and his
attitude — he's just an all-around unbelievable person. For us, just give
him his time, give him the space, and whatever happens — whatever the
timeline may be — we'll welcome him back with more than open arms."
Coach David Quinn declined to elaborate on the allegations, rather
deferring to the Rangers' statement while "reiterating what Strome said."
"He’s someone that we care an awful lot about," Quinn said of Panarin.
"It goes way beyond hockey. We’re here to support him."
Quinn added that he was "really proud of our guys today the way they
handled today and the practice that we had," while noting the challenge
of losing the team's leading scorer.
"It's hard to overcome losing a player like Artemi from a hockey
standpoint, but we've got to find a way to do it," he said. "Our guys
realize that. They feel good about their performance and their effort from
Saturday, which we felt was really, truly a team win. And we just got to
kind of have to build on that."
The Rangers are coming off back-to-back wins, including Saturday's 4-1
victory over the Capitals in Washington.
Panarin was a key player in both of those wins, accumulating three
assists after missing two games with a lower-body injury. He's up to 18
points (five goals and 13 assists) in 14 games this season.
The Rangers were also missing forwards Kaapo Kakko and Filip Chytil
for Monday's practice. Both players have recently spent time on the
NHL's COVID-19 protocol list, with Chytil also nursing an upper-body
injury.
It's been four weeks since the Rangers originally provided a four-to-sixweek diagnosis on Chytil's injury, with Quinn saying he's "going to start
skating again soon." The timetable for Kakko on the COVID list is
uncertain.

To give themselves 12 forwards, the Rangers had Jonny Brodzinski up
from the taxi squad and practicing with the main NHL group. Their next
game is scheduled for Wednesday at 7 p.m. in Philadelphia against the
Flyers.
"We've been doing this for a long time, and although this is maybe a little
bit unique, we’re always handling certain things behind closed doors,"
Strome said. "We've been through some stuff before, so we'll come out
the other side of it stronger as a group and individually."
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