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‘Canes’ 2016 first-rounder Jake Bean earns extended NHL stay  

By Chip Alexander  

On the day in 2016 when the Carolina Hurricanes drafted 
Jake Bean just a couple of weeks past his 18th birthday, the 
lanky skater was asked to describe his style of play. 

“I’m a two-way defenseman who can play big minutes 
against the other team’s top guys,” Bean said. “I’m a guy 
who sees the ice really well.” 

And his biggest weakness? 

“My strength,” he said. “In some aspects that’s a good thing 
because inevitably it will come.” 

At the time, Bean was a hockey stick on skates at 6-foot-1, 
172 pounds. Big minutes against the best players meant 
games in the Western Hockey League with the Calgary 
Hitmen. He had a long way to go to get to the National 
Hockey League. 

Now he’s there.  

Bean is still 6-1, but now tips the scales at 186 pounds -- still 
lean but stronger. He has found a spot in the Hurricanes 
lineup, and may not be losing it anytime soon -- not if he 
keeps playing the way he has the past five games for the 
Canes (12-4-1). 

In the team’s 4-2 loss Monday to the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Bean had a game-high seven shots. He moved the puck 
well, earned his fifth assist of the season and made some 
decisive plays in the defensive zone with defensive partner 
Haydn Fleury. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour is using him 
on the second power-play unit.  

“He’s got poise for sure,” Brind’Amour said on a recent 
media call. “To get a real assessment of a player you’ve 
really got to get him in the mix in a regular fashion. I think it’s 
unfair to put him in and then take him out. You’ve really got 
to give him a little run here to get a true assessment of what 
you’re getting.” 

Bean said Monday his comfort level is rising with each game, 
that he feels more sure of himself and what he can do. 

“I’ve never been one to just be able to step in and just be 
super confident right off the bat,” Bean said. “I usually grow 
up pretty naturally, so hopefully I can continue to do that and 
help us win games.” 

‘Long time coming’ 

Bean grew up in Calgary and around the NHL -- his father, 
John, is president and CEO of the Calgary Flames. in the 
2016 NHL Draft, Bean was considered one of the best 
offensive defensemen available and was taken 13th overall, 
one pick ahead of Charlie McAvoy of the Boston Bruins. 

Brind’Amour often speaks of players “paying their dues” and 
Bean did that in the American Hockey League. Given the 
Canes’ depth on the back end, Bean played 129 regular-
season games for the Charlotte Checkers. He was a 
member of the 2019 Calder Cup champion team and earned 
the Eddie Shore Award in 2020 as the AHL’s best 
defenseman. 

“It feels like a long time coming for me,” Bean said during 
training camp. “It’s not exactly how I thought it would go two 
or three years ago, but I took advantage of being in the 
American Hockey League and getting a lot of ice time in. I 
think I’m NHL-ready.” 

Bean, 22, began the season on the Canes’ taxi squad, 
ambivalent about it, saying it would be more beneficial to 
play games with the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ new AHL 
affiliate, than just practice with the big team. He did not play 
the first three games, was in for three, then was out for the 
next six games before going back into the lineup Feb. 15 
against Columbus. 

Bean had two assists against the Blue Jackets, his first NHL 
points, and a plus-2 rating. He now has assists in the past 
three games and a plus-5 plus/minus rating for the past five 
games -- he was plus-1 in 15 minutes of ice time Monday. 

“The first thing that stands out to me is just his poise with the 
puck,” defenseman Brett Pesce said Tuesday. “He’s not 
afraid to make a play. He’s got tons of talent.” 

Bean is getting that “little run” of games Brind’Amour talked 
about and the Canes have been getting some solid play from 
the former first-rounder. 

“We know if we’re healthy we’re going to have to shuffle the 
lineup a little to keep everyone engaged,” Brind’Amour said. 
“But he’s got poise and we like that about him.” 

Hurricanes at Tampa Bay Lightning 

When: Wednesday, 5 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 

TV: FSCR
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Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen sidelined with concussion  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen has been 
diagnosed with a concussion, coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday. 

Teravainen, injured Friday against the Chicago Blackhawks, 
will not make the trip with the Canes to Florida for a pair of 
games against Tampa Bay, then two against the Florida 
Panthers, Brind’Amour said. He will be sidelined indefinitely. 

It has been a challenging year for Teravainen, the Canes’ 
second-leading point producer in the 2019-20 season with 15 
goals and a team-high 48 assists.  

Teravainen was placed on the NHL’s COVID protocol list in 
January, missing three games while in quarantine. Returning 
to the lineup Feb. 2, he went without a point for five straight 
games. 

Teravainen scored his first goal of the season against the 
Dallas Stars on Feb. 13, then had a goal and three assists 
two days later against Columbus. He had two assists Friday 
against the Blackhawks but was hit hard along the boards by 
defenseman Nikita Zadorov and has missed the past two 
games. 

Teravainen’s absence caused some shuffling of the lines, 
moving Andrei Svechnikov to the Sebastian Aho line 
opposite Brock McGinn. Rookie Steven Lorentz has played 
on the fourth line the past two games, with winger Jesper 
Fast moved to Jordan Staal’s line. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek made an appearance Tuesday at the 
practice at Wake Competition Center and took the ice briefly 
to take some shots during drills, albeit without his goalie 
stick. Mrazek suffered a thumb injury that required surgery 
and has missed the past 12 games.  

“Until he puts a stick in his hand he’s not really there 
(physically),” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “He looks good on 
everything else but he’s still a ways away, apparently. Once 
he puts the stick in there and starts going full tilt I think we’ll 
get excited that he might be back.” 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

The NHL announced Tuesday that Carolina’s home game 
against the Chicago Blackhawks, originally scheduled Feb. 
20, will be played May 6 at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 
The secret to the Hurricanes’ scoring surge: ‘So much talent’ (especially on the power play) 

By Sara Civian 

What if it were 2017, and I came from the future to tell you 
these three things about the past week? 

1. Victor Rask is thriving. 

2. Jeff Skinner has been benched, and… 

3. Neither of them is on the Hurricanes, who, outside 
of the North Division teams, have the most goals in 
the league with 61 in 17 games. 

Well, first I’d have to explain “the North Division,” so then I’d 
have to get into the whole pandemic situation, and we would 
be here for a while. For our purposes, every team in the 
North Division has played between 1-5 more games than the 
Hurricanes, and the Hurricanes are tied for the league lead in 
goals per game average with 3.6. 

Four Years Ago You would probably assume the laws of 
psychics finally started applying to the brutal shooting 
percentages of years past and all those shot attempts that 
used to go unrewarded at even strength, and you wouldn’t 
be wrong. Even-strength statistics are far and away the best 
tool to evaluate most trends over time, and the Hurricanes 
have gone from 16th in the league in five-on-five goals-for in 
2016-17 to eighth with 38 so far in 2020-21 — and keep in 
mind they’ve played fewer games than others at the top so 
far this season. 

There’s even-strength bad luck resolved, and then there’s 
obvious changes — the growth of Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen, the emergence of Andrei Svechnikov and Martin 
Necas, trade and free-agency acquisitions like Dougie 
Hamilton, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter — to 
name a few. 

But things just seem easier for the Canes on the scoring 
front these days, right? 

“We just have so much talent up front and on the back end, I 
just don’t really think we have a weakness on our team,” 
Brett Pesce said Tuesday. “Guys up front are playing with 
tons of confidence, and obviously when you have 
confidence, you’re going to make plays and score goals.” 

The Canes have long had decent underlying analytics at 
even strength but overall mediocrity in their results, a 
frustrating culmination of hard work but also bad luck and 
(let’s be honest) lack of talent in the forward group. The 
talent of the 2020-21 roster mixed with a reinvigorated sense 
of that same hard work equals confidence. And yes, that will 
give them a boost at even strength, but where it tends to rear 
its head is on the power play, the place talented players are 
supposed to do their talented plays. 

Many of you have been hesitant to believe the Hurricanes 
are actually good these past few years, and I can’t blame 
you after a decade of gaslighting. You’d often point to the 
power play issues that hadn’t been totally resolved, and so 
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would the Canes themselves. These days, as the shock of 
the Canes not constantly letting you down is wearing off, 
they’re 16-for-54 (29.6 percent) on the man advantage — 
and for what it’s worth, more than one goal has come 
moments after a power play has expired. 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t act like this 
was some convoluted code to crack when I asked him what 
the difference has been. 

“Well, we’ve got good players and I think they work hard,” he 
said Monday. “We’ve got a lot of skill out there, too. It’s the 
game now. You’ve gotta have good special teams, for sure.” 

I’ve picked his brain about this enough over the years to 
assume he means what I also think: The NHL has never 
been more talented, especially between the pipes. Even-
strength play is so, well, even. Teams need the talent to 
capitalize on any break they might happen to get, like a 
power play. 

What’s interesting this year is the Hurricanes aren’t taking a 
ton of shots on the power play, but the ones they’re taking 
are going in. They’re behind only the Bruins in power-play 
shooting percentage at 21.92 percent, and their overall 
power-play percentage is at least top five in the league as of 
Tuesday night. 

It’s equal parts effective and simple. Both Occam’s Razor 
and Rod Brind’Amour tell us good players plus hard work 
equals capitalizing on opportunities. It’s also a little bit of the 
aforementioned roster turnover and skill upgrades. 

Vincent Trocheck’s role on the power play is a microcosm of 
his comeback season — tough as nails in front of the net but 
shrouded in finesse at the same time. He leads the Canes 
with eight power-play points (three goals). Svechnikov, 
Hamilton and Necas are all hovering at the top as well, and 
Necas deserves extra credit for all those cross-seam passes 
that don’t make it to the scoresheet. Something that doesn’t 
quite fit my narrative, though? Jordan Staal leads the team in 
power-play goals (four). It’s a combination of hard work, 
positioning and usage that (spoiler alert) warrants an article 
of its own. 

Power-play production is not the most important factor of the 
Hurricanes’ current goal-scoring tear, and a team should 
never rely on special teams to provide that. You saw that in 
the Canes’ loss to the Lightning on Monday after Jesper 
Fast’s power-play goal then even-strength goal seconds after 
the power play. But isn’t it nice to have that problem for a 
change?

 

 

Gold: Canes-Lightning meet this afternoon for Game 3 

By Adam Gold 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning play 
Game 3 of their in-season, non-binding, playoff-ish series 
this afternoon at Amalie Arena in Tampa. Because -- well, 
pandemic -- of the division-only scheduling and the constant 
interruptions and rescheduling, Carolina and Tampa are in 
the midst of a 4-games in 6-days stretch that has created a 
fun pocket of best on best (all respects to 1st place Florida). 

The Canes captured the opener last Saturday in Raleigh as 
Alex Nedeljkovic posted his first NHL clean sheet in a 4-0 
win. Monday, on the night of the 1-year anniversary of the 
David Ayers game, Tampa responded with a strong, 4-2 road 
win to even the set at 1-1. Now the series shifts to Tampa for 
games 3 and 4 in the span of about 29 hours. When they’re 
over, we’ll be beyond the ⅓ mark of the season and these 
clubs will be more than half done with the season series 
against each other. 

From here, the Hurricanes will head further south to skate 
with the Panthers on Saturday and Monday in what might be 
the most consequential Florida road swing in franchise 
history. 

Doing the roster shuffle… 

Goaltender Antoine Bibeau was returned to Carolina’s AHL 
affiliate in Chicago, a move that means that Petr Mrazek isn’t 
too far from being able to return. He’s been practicing, albeit 

without a stick as he recovers from surgery on his right 
thumb. Technically speaking, the Hurricanes have three 
goaltenders on the active roster since Mrazek was never 
placed on injured reserve. But, I’m not sure what would 
happen if both Alex Nedeljkovic, tonight’s assumed starter, 
and James Reimer each suffered an injury in either of these 
games. Heck, Ned played almost half of the first two periods 
without his stick on Saturday, so maybe Petr could handle it 
with just two gloves. 

Note: That was a joke. Nedeljkovic did seem to lose his stick 
a fair amount during that game. Ha ha ha ha ha… 

The Hurricanes also recalled Morgan Geekie from Chicago 
and placed him back on the taxi squad. Geekie was sent 
back to the AHL to get some game action in and I’m 
comfortable calling it a success. He scored 4 goals on 4 
shots in 24 hours. He is certainly an option for Rod 
Brind’Amour as Carolina deals with the absence of Teuvo 
Teravainen who is not on the road trip after being officially 
diagnosed with a concussion. 

Turbo took a big center-ice hit midway through the game 
against the Blackhawks last Friday and was not in the line up 
in either Game against the Bolts in Raleigh. In fact, 
Teravainen missed the first game of the season series as 
well as he was one of the many Hurricanes on the Covid-19 
protocol list at the time. Steven Lorentz has centered the 
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fourth line and held his own very well and should stay in the 
line up for at least another game. 

For the Lightning, center Anthony Cirelli has missed the last 
four games with an upper body injury and remains week-to-
week. 

Jake Gardiner has been a healthy scratch the last two 
games, but I wouldn’t be surprised if he drew back into the 
line up in place of Haydn Fleury. The interesting thing would 
be what happens with the power play as Jake Bean has 
been impressive. Even though none of his five assists (all 
coming in the five games since rejoining the line up) have 
come on with the man advantage, he and Brett Pesce have 
been consistently dangerous on the second unit. The 
dilemma is that Gardiner has also been good on the power 
play with 3 of his 7 assists coming with the extra man. 

Streaking in both directions… 

Martin Necas has a 3-game point streak and has hit the 
score sheet in 5 of the 6 games (1g, 5a) since returning to 
the line up. Vincent Trocheck saw his 6-game point streak 
snapped on Monday and has registered at least one point in 
12 of Carolina’s 17 games this year. On the other hand, 
Andrei Svechnikov has not beaten a goalie with a shot in 9 
games (his only goal was into an empty net on Saturday) 
and Dougie Hamilton has just one goal in 17 games, and that 
was purely accidental as he just lofted it in from the blue line 
against Columbus as Joonas Korpisalo possibly lost it in the 
sun (???) on February 7. 

Game time is 5:00 at Amalie Arena. Air time on 99.9 the Fan 
starts with Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell at 4:30. Mike 
Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy have the call of the action. 
Following the game, Alec will have the Aftermath and don’t 
forget to subscribe to the Aluminum Company of North 
Carolina Canes Corner podcast which drops the morning 
after every Hurricanes game.

 

 

Teravainen Diagnosed With Concussion 

Forward injured on Feb. 19 vs. Chicago 

By Michael Smith 

Teuvo Teravainen has been diagnosed with a concussion, 
according to Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour. 

Teravainen absorbed a heavy hit from Chicago Blackhawks 
defenseman Nikita Zadorov in the third period on Feb. 19. 

Teravainen has missed two games since and will not travel 
with the Canes on their upcoming five-game road trip. 

"I'm hoping it's not going to be too long, but it's going to be a 
couple games, for sure," Brind'Amour said after the game on 
Feb. 19. "I don't think he's going to be back any time soon." 

Teravainen, who missed three games in late January while 
on the COVID-19 Protocol list, has recorded nine points (2g, 
7a) in 12 games this season, and he posted seven of those 
points (2g, 5a) in his last four games.

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Lightning 

Four-game series shifts south 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - A four-game set between the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Tampa Bay Lightning shifts south for a back-to-back in 
Tampa. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (12-4-1, 25 points) at Tampa Bay 
Lightning (11-4-1, 23 points) 

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 5 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Monday Night 

After being shut out by the Canes in their previous two 
meetings this season, the defending Stanley Cup champions 
got on the board with a 4-2 win at PNC Arena on Monday. 
Jesper Fast scored his first two goals with the Canes, but 
Ondrej Palat scored a little over eight minutes into the third 
period to put the Bolts ahead, which snapped the Canes' six 
game point streak (5-0-1). 

"They took it to us in the first period. We were real fortunate 
to be ahead, but I give my guys a lot of credit. They realized 
it as a group. I think from that point on in the second and 
third periods, we were certainly right there with them," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We probably got what we 
deserved. You can't play a 40-minute game in the NHL, and 
you certainly can't play it against the best team in the NHL." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 24, 2021 

 

News to Know 

Teravainen Sidelined by Concussion: Teuvo Teravainen was 
diagnosed with a concussion, Brind'Amour confirmed on 
Monday. Chicago Blackhawks defenseman Nikita Zadorov 
caught Teravainen with a heavy hit in the third period on 
Feb. 19, and the Canes' forward has missed two games 
since. Teravainen, who was heating up with seven points 
(2g, 5a) in his last four games, did not travel with the team on 
this road trip. 

Mrazek Returns to Practice: Petr Mrazek joined the Canes at 
practice on Tuesday. While he was stickhandling and 
shooting the puck prior to the first whistle, Mrazek did not 
use his stick when taking shots during practice. 

"Until he puts his stick in his hand, he's not really there," 
Brind'Amour said afterward. "He looks good on everything 
else, but he's still a ways away." 

Numbers to Know 

3: Jake Bean has recorded an assist in three straight games 
and has totaled five helpers in his last five games. He also 
recorded a game-high seven shots on goal on Monday. 

6: The Canes are just the sixth team since 2000-01 to hold 
the defending Stanley Cup champions scoreless twice in a 
single season. 

3-0-0: This marks the fourth of now nine back-to-back sets in 
the 2020-21 season for the Canes, who are 3-0-0 in the first 
game. 

 

Hurricanes visit the Lightning after Fast’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (12-4-1, second in the Central Division) 
vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (11-4-1, third in the Central 
Division) 

Tampa, Florida; Wednesday, 5 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Tampa Bay Lightning host Carolina 
after Jesper Fast scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 4-2 
loss to the Lightning. 

The Lightning are 11-4-1 against the rest of their division. 
Tampa Bay leads the Nhl averaging 3.6 goals per game, led 
by Steven Stamkos with nine. 

The Hurricanes are 12-4-1 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina has scored 61 goals and ranks fourth in the Nhl 
averaging 3.6 goals per game. Vincent Trocheck leads the 
team with nine. 

The teams meet for the second game in a row. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Stamkos leads the Lightning with nine 
goals, adding eight assists and collecting 17 points. Ondrej 
Palat has four goals and six assists over the last 10 games 
for Tampa Bay. 

Trocheck has 16 total points while scoring nine goals and 
totaling seven assists for the Hurricanes. Jordan Staal has 
six goals over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Lightning: 7-3-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 6.5 
assists, 4.2 penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.2 goals per game with a .921 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 4.1 goals, 7.3 assists, 3.6 
penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while allowing 3.2 goals 
per game with an .895 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Lightning: Anthony Cirelli: out (upper body), 
Mitchell Stephens: out (knee). 

Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: out (upper body), Petr 
Mrazek: out (thumb).

 

Hurricanes’ Teravainen out for road trip due to concussion 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour says winger Teuvo Teravainen is sidelined with 
a concussion. 

The 26-year-old Teravainen has two goals and seven assists 
in 12 games, though he took a hard hit from Chicago 
defenseman Nikita Zadorov in Friday’s win and missed the 
last two games. Brind’Amour said Tuesday that Teravainen 
won’t travel with the team for a five-game road trip that 
begins with games at Tampa Bay on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Brind’Amour said he is unsure on the timeline for a potential 
return by goaltender Petr Mrazek, who had surgery on his 
right thumb earlier this month. Mrazek has been skating and 
doing some practice drills, though he worked without his stick 
Tuesday. 

Brind’Amour said Mrazek is “still a ways away” and added: 
“Until he puts a stick in his hand, he’s not really there.” 

At the time of his surgery, Mrazek led all NHL goaltenders 
with a 0.99 goals-against average as well as a .955 save 
percentage. He had two shutouts in four appearances. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus a stat that defines every team's 2021 season 

By Emily Kaplan 

The 2021 NHL season looks to have turned a corner, with 
games running smoothly (and as scheduled) recently, 
following a number of additional protocols undertaken due to 
the continuing COVID-19 pandemic. 

In this week's edition of ESPN's power rankings, we 
identified a stat for each team that helps tell the story of their 
season. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game 
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results 
are tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 5 
edition, published on Feb. 17. Points percentages are 
through the games of Feb. 23. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .750 
This week: vs. CGY (Feb. 24); @ EDM (Feb. 27, March 1) 

Auston Matthews' 16-game point streak came to an end 
Monday. But he still has 18 goals in his first 19 games, which 
would pace him for 78 (!) in a full 82-game season. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .719 
This week: vs. CAR (Feb. 24, 25); vs. DAL (Feb. 27); @ DAL 
(March 2) 

No Nikita Kucherov, no problem ... for now. The Lightning 
are tops in the league, averaging 3.63 goals per game. It 
helps that Steven Stamkos is in full rebound mode, at a 
career-high rate of 1.21 goals per game through 14. 

3. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .750 
This week: @ NYI (Feb. 25); @ NYR (Feb. 26, 28) 

There were some people who figured David Pastrnak would 
regress this season. Those people were wrong. Pastrnak 
has scored 59 goals and 113 points in his past 82 games, 
dating back to last season. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .735 
This week: @ TB (Feb. 24, 25); @ FLA (Feb. 27, March 1); 
@ NSH (March 2) 

The Lightning finally found a way to score on the Canes and 
picked up a win on Monday. It marked the first regulation 
loss at home for Carolina in 359 days. Almost made it a year! 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: .719 
This week: @ SJ (Feb. 25); @ ANA (Feb. 27); vs. MIN (Feb. 
1) 

Is it time to start talking about Marc-Andre Fleury as a 
serious Vezina Trophy candidate? The Flower is first in goals 
saved above expectation (10.36) according to Natural Stat 
Trick. His .942 save percentage tops all goalies with at least 
five starts. 

6. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: .633 
This week: vs. MIN (Feb. 24); @ ARI (Feb. 26, 27); @ SJ 
(March 1) 

The Avs stuck with Philipp Grubauer instead of looking for 
goaltending help this offseason. That has paid off. He's 
tracking for career bests in save percentage (.932), goals-
against average (1.78) and is already one shutout shy of 
tying his career best (three). 

7. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: .765 
This week: vs. DAL (Feb. 24, 25); vs. CAR (Feb. 27, March 
1) 

The Cats put up 29 shots in the second period against Dallas 
on Monday. While Chris Driedger and the blue line's surprise 
performances have been big stories, the offense is driving 
this team. It's legit. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: .633 
This week: vs. NYR (Feb. 24); @ BUF (Feb. 27, 28); @ PIT 
(March 2) 

A poor outing in his first outdoor game put a spotlight on 
Carter Hart's season, and the numbers aren't pretty. The 22-
year-old has been struggling to find consistency, posting a 
.891 save percentage through 10 games. 

9. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .619 
This week: @ VAN (Feb. 25); vs. TOR (Feb. 27, March 1) 
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Connor McDavid cannot be stopped. It took him 92 games to 
go from 0-100 points to start his NHL career, 82 games to 
get the next hundred, 68 games to the next hundred, and 67 
games for the hundred after that. And 64 games to go from 
400-500, which he hit last week. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .639 
This week: vs. MTL (Feb. 25, 27); vs. VAN (March 1, 2) 

The Jets are clicking, and their most consistent performer 
has been Mark Scheifele. He's helping usher Pierre-Luc 
Dubois into the lineup on the top line (until Dubois switches 
back to center), and is on a 10-game point streak (seven 
goals, nine assists). 

11. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .611 
This week: vs. PIT (Feb. 25); @ NJ (Feb. 27, 28) 

As Nicklas Backstrom nears the 700 career assist milestone 
this week, let's note that the center is also off to his best start 
(22 points in his first 18 games) in nine seasons. 

12. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .611 
This week: @ WPG (Feb. 25, 27); vs. OTT (March 2) 

The Habs are in a bit of a slump right now, but still well 
positioned to qualify for the postseason. They play heavy, 
which should bode well if they do make it. Montreal leads the 
league in hits per 60 minutes (28.95). 

13. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .618 
This week: @ WSH (Feb. 25); @ NYI (Feb. 27, 28); vs. PHI 
(March 2) 

We're still not sure what to make of this 2021 Penguins 
team, but it has been squeezing out wins. Pittsburgh leads 
the league with a .800 winning percentage in one-goal 
games. 

14. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: .583 
This week: vs. BOS (Feb. 25); vs. PIT (Feb. 27, 28); @ NJ 
(March 2) 

The Islanders love to play at home. They're 5-0-1 at Nassau 
Coliseum this season, but 4-6-2 everywhere else. Now is a 
good time to make up ground in the East: Eight of the Isles' 
next nine games are on Long Island. 

15. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: .579 
This week: vs. LA (Feb. 24); @ SJ (Feb. 27); @ ANA (March 
1) 

St. Louis has been snake-bitten by injuries and still needs to 
find consistency. But Justin Faulk has been fantastic for 
them. At 5-on-5, he's been on the ice for 23 goals for and 
just nine against. 

16. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .600 
This week: @ CBJ (Feb. 25); vs. DET (Feb. 27, 28) 

Chicago entered the season without five of their top 10 goal 
scorers from last season. That's why it's such a pleasant 
surprise that three newcomers -- Philipp Kurashev, Mattias 
Janmark and Pius Suter -- have combined for 17 goals 
already. 

17. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .600 
This week: @ COL (Feb. 24); vs. LA (Feb. 26, 27); @ VGS 
(March 1) 

The Wild seem to have found a terrific line combo with rookie 
Kirill Kaprizov, Victor Rask and the recently returned Mats 
Zuccarello. Albeit a small sample size, the trio have an 
expected goals for percentage of 67.7%. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .559 
This week: @ STL (Feb. 24); @ MIN (Feb. 26, 27) 

Raise your hand if you had Dustin Brown atop the West 
Division goal-scoring race. The 36-year-old has 10 goals 
through his first 17 games (and reached his 1,200-game 
milestone this week). 

19. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .500 
This week: @ BUF (Feb. 25); vs. WSH (Feb. 27, 28); vs. NYI 
(March 2) 

Corey Crawford's surprise retirement just meant the 
Mackenzie Blackwood era could begin sooner. The 24-year-
old is starting to look like a franchise goalie, going 4-2-1 with 
a .935 save percentage to begin the season. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .525 
This week: vs. CHI (Feb. 25); @ NSH (Feb. 27, 28); vs. DET 
(March 2) 

As the Blue Jackets strive for more consistency, their top 
defensive pairing isn't quite as dangerous as usual. Zach 
Werenski is managing an injury while Seth Jones has been 
on the ice for 17 Columbus goals and 25 from opponents. 

21. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .538 
This week: @ FLA (Feb. 24, 25); @ TB (Feb. 27); vs. TB 
(March 2) 
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Dallas needs to figure out a way to get better starts. They've 
scored just five first-period goals in 21 games this season 
(for context, the Oilers lead the league with 28 first-period 
goals through 28 games). 

22. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .469 
This week: @ PHI (Feb. 24); vs. BOS (Feb. 26, 28); vs. BUF 
(March 2) 

The Rangers are still finding their way, dealing with on- and 
off-ice adversity. But they do lead the league in one 
interesting stat: takeaways per 60 minutes -- they're 
averaging nearly eight! 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .471 
This week: vs. VGS (Feb. 25); vs. STL (Feb. 27); vs. COL 
(March 1) 

Erik Karlsson's offensive production decline has been steep. 
The well-paid defenseman should return this week from a 
lower-body injury, but note his points-per-game rate (0.31) is 
nearly one-third of what it was in his first Sharks season 
(0.85). 

24. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .528 
This week: vs. ANA (Feb. 24); vs. COL (Feb. 26, 27) 

Last week, we highlighted Conor Garland. This week, it's 
Christian Dvorak. He may be riding a sky-high shooting 
percentage (25.0%) but he has nine goals through 18 
games, not insignificant. 

25. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .500 
This week: @ TOR (Feb. 24); @ OTT (Feb. 25, 27, March 1) 

Calgary's shutout of Toronto on Monday was pretty historic, 
giving a boost to a struggling team. It was the first time the 
Flames shut out the Maple Leafs in Toronto since the 
franchise relocated to Calgary. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .391 
This week: vs. EDM (Feb. 25); @ WPG (March 1, 2) 

Entering the season, Elias Pettersson was a serious MVP 
candidate, but it hasn't gone his (or the Canucks') way. 
Pettersson leads the league with eight shots that have hit 
either the crossbar or a post (no one else has more than 
four). 

27. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .438 
This week: vs. NJ (Feb. 25); vs. PHI (Feb. 27, 28); @ NYR 
(March 2) 

The number Sabres fans are fixated on is zero. That's how 
many goals Jeff Skinner has scored this season, despite 
making $9 million. Is now an appropriate time to mention 
he's under contract through 2026-27? 

28. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .444 
This week: @ DET (Feb. 25); vs. CBJ (Feb. 27, 28); vs. CAR 
(March 2) 

Oh, where to begin in depicting Nashville's misery this 
season? The Predators have zero games where they led 
entering the third period and have only held a two-goal lead 
three times. 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .395 
This week: @ ARI (Feb. 24); vs. VGS (Feb. 27); vs. STL 
(March 1) 

The Ducks are the only team besides the Red Wings to 
average fewer than two goals per game. So you understand 
why fans are so excited for the arrival of highly touted 
prospect Trevor Zegras. 

30. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .310 
This week: vs. NSH (Feb. 25); @ CHI (Feb. 27, 28); @ CBJ 
(March 2) 

There are a few ways to show why the Red Wings just aren't 
there yet, but their power play has been so futile it's worth 
noting. After Tuesday's blanking, they have now gone 13 
games without scoring on the man advantage (0-for-36 in 
that stretch). 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .310 
This week: vs. CGY (Feb. 25, 27, March 1); @ MTL (March 
2) 

Ottawa is worst in the league with four goals against per 
game. The Senators also have a league-high eight losses in 
games where they outshoot their opponents. Likely related: 
Brady Tkachuk leads the league in shots taken.
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NHL Power Rankings: Maple Leafs running away with North, climb to top spot 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the Maple 
Leafs move into the top spot as they continue to run away 
with the North Division lead. 

Is this the year everything falls into place for them? Their 
superstars are playing amazing. The depth looks good. They 
are clearly the best team in the North, which means they 
should be the favorite in any potential playoff matchup 
through the first two rounds. Nothing is a guarantee, 
especially for a team that has not won a playoff series in 
nearly two decades, but the path is sitting right there for them 
to at least make the semifinals. Failure to do so in this 
season, with this setup, after this start, would have to be 
viewed as a pretty significant disappointment. Even by Maple 
Leafs disappointment standards. 

Elsewhere in the NHL Power Rankings, Carolina moves up 
to the No. 2 spot, Edmonton cracks the top-10, Chicago 
continues to surprise, and Montreal continues to slide a little. 

All of that and more in this week’s NHL Power Rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs. Auston Matthews really might score 
50 goals in 50 games. He is playing great and the defenses 
and goalies trying to stop him every night are all (mostly) 
near the bottom of the league. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes. You have to love the young talent 
and the way this team plays. Nino Niederreiter and Vincent 
Trocheck having big years makes this team even more 
impressive. 

3. Colorado Avalanche. Their only losses over the past eight 
games were an overtime loss and a 1-0 loss to Vegas where 
they were probably the better team. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights. Vegas and Colorado are emerging 
as the best teams in the West with very little separating 
them. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning. Little slump this week, but it is just a 
blip on the radar. 

6. Boston Bruins. The question of scoring depth beyond the 
top line is starting to surface again. 

7. Florida Panthers. I admit I might still be underrating them. 
Impressive week for sure and a great start. But I still want to 
see this start go a little further before I fully jump on board. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers. I might still be overrating them a bit 
because I think when healthy this team can be pretty good. 
But we haven’t seen that version of them for a while because 
half of their roster is unavailable and they have hardly 
played. 

9. St. Louis Blues. We need to talk about David Perron a little 
more. What a player he has been in St. Louis. 

10. Edmonton Oilers. Suddenly the Oilers have won nine of 
their past 11 games and making a big move in the standings. 
Connor McDavid is playing the sport at a different level than 
everybody else. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins. Nothing will do more to get this 
team back on track more than Tristan Jarry and Kris Letang 
getting back on track. It might be starting to happen there. 

12. New York Islanders. When Mathew Barzal is at his best 
he is one of the most exciting players in the league. He has 
been at that level lately. 

13. Winnipeg Jets. A very difficult team to get a read on due 
to their overall inconsistency. 

14. Washington Capitals. Vitek Vanecek has held his own, 
but getting Ilya Samsonov back will be a significant lift. 

15. Chicago Blackhawks. Kevin Lankinen has been the 
difference this season, while some of the young talent is 
making a bigger impact than expected. They may not be a 
playoff team, but they are exceeding expectations. 

16. Montreal Canadiens. They are 4-0-1 against Vancouver. 
They are 5-5-2 against everybody else in the division. Thank 
goodness for the Tyler Toffoli revenge tour. 

17. New Jersey Devils. Mackenzie Blackwood and Jack 
Hughes are going to help them stay in it. 

18. Minnesota Wild. Mats Zuccarello‘s return should be a big 
lift to their offense. 

19. Dallas Stars. Their games keep getting postponed, and 
when they are not postponed they have lost five in a row and 
seven out of their past eight games. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets. They need more from Joonas 
Korpisalo. 

21. Los Angeles Kings. Anze Kopitar, Dustin Brown, and 
Drew Doughty seem to have stumbled upon the fountain of 
youth. It is at least making things interesting. 

22. New York Rangers. At some point the floodgates are 
going to open for Mika Zibanejad. 
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23. San Jose Sharks. It is just really hard to see how this 
team gets out from some of these contracts. Some lean 
years could be on the horizon. 

24. Arizona Coyotes. This is not a bad team. It is not an 
exciting team. It just sort of feels like a team that has a 
ceiling and a floor around 18-24th in the league. 

25. Calgary Flames. The Flames have been a fairly 
significant disappointment so far given the offseason 
spending, the core talent in place, and the fact the division is 
not really great. 

26. Buffalo Sabres. They might need a rebuild from their 
most recent rebuild. 

27. Anaheim Ducks. Never a good sign when you waive a 
veteran player less than two years into a five-year, $29.125M 
contract. 

28. Nashville Predators. The for sale sign might be going up 
on this roster any day now. 

29. Vancouver Canucks. It is not necessarily the fact they so 
many points behind the third and fourth place teams in the 
North that is a concern. It is the fact they have played so 
many more games than those teams. Making up that ground 
is going to be a herculean task. With this forward depth, 
defense, and goaltending I am not sure they are capable of 
making up that ground. 

30. Detroit Red Wings. The one thing you wanted to see 
from this team this season was progress from the young 
players. Am not sure we are seeing that. 

31. Ottawa Senators. The results are not there yet, but they 
are on the fun to watch at times.

 

 

Quick Whistles: Jake Bean’s Impact, Jesper Fast’s Breakout Game, Getting Petr Mrazek 
Back 

The Hurricanes are getting great play from two newcomers 
and they soon hope to get more of the same from their 
starting goalie. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes have split their first two games of a 
four-game series against the Tampa Bay Lightning, a slate of 
games that should continue to be very entertaining to watch. 

There’s been plenty going on for the Canes, but perhaps the 
biggest news from the past few games has been the play of 
a rookie defenseman who seems to have no intentions of 
letting go of his spot in the lineup. 

We will talk about that and a few other things in this week’s 
Quick Whistles.  

Jake Bean’s Impact 

One of the more iconic product slogans is Pringles’ “Once 
You Pop, You Can’t Stop.” That slogan also rings true for 
Jake Bean. 

(Yes, those are two sentences that I really just wrote.) 

It took a while for the Hurricanes to finally give Bean the 
chance he had earned. They were very patient in letting him 
develop at his own pace for two years, but now it looks like 
his days in the AHL are behind him as he has been a 
noticeable difference-maker for Carolina over the last five 
games. 

Since re-entering the lineup on February 15 against 
Columbus, the 22-year-old defenseman has tallied five 
points and has failed to record a point in just one game. Over 
his last four games, he has seen his ice time increase game 

by game. Last week against Florida, he logged 12:13 of ice 
time and has since seen that number rise to a career-high 
15:00 against Tampa Bay on Monday. 

He has been an absolute machine for creating offense since 
getting into the lineup, logging the highest expected goals-for 
per 60 at 5-on-5 out of all NHL skaters with at least 95 
minutes of ice time. 

There is no denying the explosive offensive game that he 
plays, and you can clearly see that the way he plays is 
different from everyone else on Carolina’s blue line. 

While Dougie Hamilton and Jake Gardiner both have great 
offensive instincts and an innate ability to create scoring 
chances, neither of them maneuvers the offensive zone quite 
like Bean. The rookie traverses the blue line remarkably well, 
using deception and head-fakes to his advantage to throw off 
defenders and gain space. He does a great job with his 
footwork at the line to cross over and truly quarterback an 
offensive possession. 

He is extremely fun to watch because of his creativity and 
overflowing confidence, and that’s part of the reason why the 
Hurricanes coaching staff seemingly can’t get enough of him. 
He just keeps seeing more ice time and more high-leverage 
shifts because he has “difference marker” written all over 
him. 

Bean has quickly proven that he belongs in the NHL and that 
his days in the minors should be in the rearview mirror. 

There are still some things that need to be cleaned up with 
his defensive game, but to this point, his offensive plays 
have heavily outweighed his defensive mistakes. 
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So, as they say with the Pringles, “Once You Play Bean, You 
Can’t Stop Playing Bean,” or something. 

Jesper Fast’s Breakout Game 

Jesper didn’t get off to a Fast start in Carolina. 

He struggled a bit at finding his game in a new system, then 
he got sidelined with COVID, then he essentially had to hit 
the reset button, but over the last few games, he has looked 
noticeably better. That all led us to his effort on Monday, 
wherein he scored two goals and had his real breakout 
performance as a member of the Hurricanes. 

A lot of his success as of late can be attributed to his role on 
the power play. He has served as a net-front disturbance, 
and he has been great in the role. It directly led to his first 
goal as a Hurricane. 

His second goal was very similar. He won the race to a 
rebound from Brett Pesce’s wrist shot and did a great job of 
getting under the puck and roofing it over the pad of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

It feels like the dust is starting to settle on some of the hot 
starts from certain players, and now the lines are beginning 
to set up in the way that we expected entering the season, 
which would include Jordan Staal playing with Fast on the 
third line. It makes all the sense in the world for those two 
players to be playing together on a shutdown line. I’d expect 
that to become a theme moving forward, and I think that will 
really help Fast build on the momentum that he has been 
mounting as of late. 

To no real fault of his own, he got off to a turbulent start in 
Carolina, but now it appears as if the Hurricanes’ lone free 
agent signing is now coming along Fast and furious. 

Getting Mrazek Back 

The Hurricanes have gotten some very promising news on 
the injury front lately with Petr Mrazek returning to the ice. He 
even participated in practice today before the team’s trip to 
Tampa Bay. 

The goaltending woes have been felt over the last couple of 
weeks, with James Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic struggling 
at times. Both guys had a mix of good showings and some 
pretty disastrous ones. Nedlejkovic did, however, have his 
first NHL shutout against the Lightning over the weekend, 
which was very impressive and served as a big milestone for 
him in his quest to become a full-time NHL goalie. 

Mrazek is different, though. He has been the defacto starter 
for this team for three years now, and the results have been 
largely positive. It was a real shame that his red-hot start to 
the season got derailed by a collision with teammate Max 
McCormick. 

At the time of his injury, Mrazek led the league in goals 
saved above expectation and was flat-out excellent as he 
logged two shutouts in three starts. 

That was a very, very small sample size, but he looked very 
comfortable in the net. He was quiet, composed, and lacked 
the shakiness that we have seen from him in spurts over the 
last few years. 

The expectation shouldn’t be to see more of that upon his 
return, but the Canes do need some stability in the net, and it 
appears as if the only place they’re going to get it from is 
from Mrazek. 

He is practicing, which should hopefully be a good sign for 
him returning either late in the upcoming road trip or at some 
point in their homestand in the first couple weeks of March.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Lorentz speak following practice 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with Brett Pesce and 
Steven Lorentz spoke to the media via Zoom following 
Tuesday’s practice. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes finished off their five-game 
homestand with an overall record of 3-1-1, picking 
themselves up seven out of a possible ten points in the 
standings.  

They’ll now hit the road for five games, two against Tampa 
Bay, two against Florida and one swing through Nashville, 
before returning home March 4. 

The Canes got in one last practice before they left for Florida 
and head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with Brett Pesce 
and Steven Lorentz spoke to the media via Zoom following 
Tuesday’s practice. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On an update on Teuvo Teravainen: He’s not coming [on the 
trip to Florida]. He’s got a concussion. They’ve come and told 
me that now. He’s out. 

On an update on Petr Mrazek: Until he puts a stick in his 
hand, he’s not really there yet. Looks good on everything 
else, but he’s still a ways away apparently. Once he puts the 
stick in there and starts going full tilt, then I think we can start 
getting excited that he might be back.  

On if the team is itching to get Mrazek back: We want all of 
our top guys back. To be the team we hope to be, we need 
everyone healthy. He’s a big part of that. Goaltending is one 
of those things we always talk about that’s so important. I 
think our goalies have been good this year, it’s just that 
we’ve given up probably a little bit more than we’d like to. 
Petr getting back in there, hopefully will just add to the 
goaltending assets that we have. We have two, and then 
we’d have three, guys that we can count on and he’s at the 
top of that list. 

On Morgan Geekie’s hot stint in the AHL: That’s what you 
want. He had to play. That’s the reason you put him down, 
because you can’t just sit on the taxi squad all year. You 
want to get these guys playing. To go down there and have 
the right attitude and prove you don’t want to play down there 
and that you belong at another level, that’s what he did.  
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On his relationship with the Chicago Wolves: I’m probably 
not as in tune as I’d probably like to be, because normally 
you don’t have a couple of extra guys here. You’d be calling 
down there like, ‘Okay, who’s next?’ or ‘Who’s playing well?’ 
but I got the next guys up that are here, so it’s a little 
different. But they’re having a good year. They should be 
having a good year. We’ve got our top guys down there and 
we’ve got someone else’s farm team’s top guys. They should 
be doing well, but it’s nice to see that they’re off to a good 
start. 

Brett Pesce 

On Jake Bean: The first thing that stands out to me, is just 
his poise with the puck. He’s not afraid to make a play. 
Seeing him move on the blueline, it takes a lot of confidence 
and obviously a lot of skill to do. It’s huge. He’s got tons of 
talent. I think guys are just starting to realize it now and it’s 
just another great addition to our team. 

On if the condensed schedule is more of a physical or mental 
grind: I think it’s honestly more mental. Physically, in any 
season, you’re going to be tired eventually, but just knowing 
you’ve got to get up for games every other day, plus back-to-
backs all the time, it’s definitely mentally challenging, but 
everyone’s going through it, so it evens the playing ground. It 
is what it is. 

On why the team is scoring so many goals: We just have so 
much talent up front and on the backend. I don’t really think 
we have a weakness in our team and the guys up front are 
playing with tons of confidence and obviously, when you 
have confidence, you’re going to make plays and you’re 
going to score goals.  

On his shot’s improvements: I worked on it this summer. It 
feels pretty good. I just kind of took all summer and worked 
on it. I took some skating lessons too to try and get a little 
faster. Seems like it’s paying off a little bit.  

On if he feels like he’s going at another gear: I kind of just 
feel like I’m playing like I usually try to do. Just defense first 
and trying to be a steady presence back there for the guys. 
Nothing’s really changed much. 

Steven Lorentz 

On what he’s learned from the other centers on the team: 
There’s things that you can take away from each guy. You’ve 
got some size up the middle with [Staal] and you’ve got 
some skill with Trocheck and Aho. I just try to watch what 
they do at practice. Obviously they do some stuff with their 
hands and the puck that I can only dream of doing, but I can 
take away little positional plays. I’m just trying to watch them 
and see how they think the game. If there’s anything that I 
can take away from the practices and the games that I can 
apply to myself, then that’s a benefit to me. I’m still young 
and learning and trying to figure out the center position in the 
NHL. It’s a whole different ball game than playing in the 
minors and juniors. Guys are a lot more responsible and the 
checking’s a lot tighter, but I think so far, I’ve adjusted well 
and I’m just getting more and more comfortable each game. 
I’m happy to keep learning and I’m excited to keep going. 

On what he’s learned about NHL competition: First and 
foremost, what gave me a little bit of confidence is knowing I 
can think the game here. When I first got here and I played in 

those first few games, I was a little bit nervous. Not knowing 
how the checking was going to be, because I know here, it’s 
a game of mistakes. If you slip up and lose your man, the 
puck can be in the back of your net just like that. I just really 
learned that as long as I try to stay calm and don’t throw 
pucks away, that I can be a good center and good player in 
this league. I’m just trying to gain confidence with each game 
and the guys have been so great. Giving me little pointers 
here and there that I wouldn’t have even thought of going 
back just a few weeks. The more games I play and the more 
minutes I get, it just gives me more confidence knowing that I 
can contribute. Little things like being on the right side of the 
puck and stick placement in battles along the wall. It’s been 
great so far. 

On his living conditions and day-to-day: It’s been a bit 
different. The weather is starting to get a little bit nicer. It was 
a nice day out today, so it’s hard to sit in your apartment and 
not go outside and do some activities. I’m kind of a restless 
guy. I like getting out. Even just rollerblading or going out on 
walks. I guess I can do stuff like that at the apartment I’m in, 
but you can’t go to stores and you kind of have to be 
cautious when you’re out getting groceries and stuff. Even 
life on the road, you’re kind of restricted to staying in your 
hotel room. But at the end of the day, it means staying apart 
from the guys to keep COVID just out of the locker room and 
for the sake of guys health. The last thing we would want is 
to lose another four to five guys just because one guy went 
out for dinner or something like that. It’s cliché, but wear a 
mask and wash your hands, it’s just so easy to do. If you’re 
avoiding others, you can go for those walks around and stuff 
like that as long as you’re being smart about it. 

On what he’s learned playing against a team like Tampa: It’s 
been said so many times already, but they’re the 
championship team. They’re the team to beat and arguably 
one of the best teams in the world. What I take away from 
games like that is things that maybe common fans don’t 
really see. It’s the consistency of the forechecking and the 
consistency of sticking to their game. Roddy told us that after 
the first game, that their head coach said something about 
how they had got away from their game. I guess we kind of 
forced that, because we were just relentless and in their 
face. They’re a team that knows how to win though, so they 
realized that they got off their game a little bit and that’s not 
how they’re going to be successful. When you watch a team 
that’s consistent and that buys into their systems really well, 
like Tampa Bay does, they obviously have success with that 
and you could see it last night. They were just skating well, 
consistent on their forechecking and they were tight 
defensively. We did a good job pushing back at times, but 
they were a good team last night. It was a different team than 
we saw the first night. 

On how Tampa plays once they have the lead: They’re not a 
team that just sits back and defends a lead. You can’t do 
that. They still had two guys in on the forecheck to grind. 
They had a good F3, a good high guy, that plays up and 
makes sure there were no odd-rushes going the other way, 
just in case, but they still did a good job sending guys in on 
the forecheck and not sitting back on their heels. The worst 
way you can defend a lead is by taking your foot off the gas 
and playing a little more defensive. That’s how other teams 
start to get momentum and get a little bit more aggressive 
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and that’s how breakdowns happen. They did a good job 
staying in on the forecheck, staying aggressive, keeping 
pucks in our end and making good plays.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning Game 3: Game Preview and Storm Advisory  

The series shifts to Tampa as the Hurricanes look to avoid 
back to back losses for the first time this season 

By Cody Hagan  

Tampa Bay Lightning (11-4-1) at Carolina Hurricanes (12-4-
1) 

2021 Regular Season Game 17 
Saturday, February 20, 2021 - 5 p.m. ET 

Amalie Arena - Tampa, Florida 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Raw Charge  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

It’s game three of a four game set between the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and the Carolina Hurricanes as the series moves to 
the sunshine state. Carolina won game one while Tampa 
roared back to hand the Hurricanes their first regulation 
home loss on Monday night.  

It’s another early (5 p.m. ET) start due to NBC holding the 
rights to the Wednesday night time slot. That means both 
teams will get a couple extra hours worth of rest tonight 
before facing off once again tomorrow night to conclude the 
series. The Hurricanes still have not lost back-to-back games 
this year and they will look to extend that stat tonight.  

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Record 12-4-1 11-4-1 

Goals/Game 3.59 3.63 

Goals Against/Game 2.77 2.38 

Shots/Game 32.24 30.75 

Face Off Win % 53.9% 49.6% 

Power Play % (Rank) 29.1% (7th) 25.4% (10th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 80.0% (12th) 85.2% (6th) 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

ES Corsi For % 54.25% 50.68% 

ES PDO 101.45 102.77 

PIM/Game 07:39 10:37 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Record 8-2-0 10-3-1 

Save % 0.896 .931 

GAA 3.08 2.01 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Curtis McElhinney 

Record 2-1-1 1-1-0 

Save % .911 .844 

GAA 2.44 3.57 

Game Notes 

 Before Monday’s contest, Rod Brind’Amour said 
Teuvo Teravainen would be out for a couple games. 
We now know that Teravainen has been diagnosed 
with a concussion and did not travel with the team 
to Tampa.  

 Antoine Bibeau has been assigned to the Chicago 
Wolves, which is interesting as teams are required 
to carry three goalies at all times this season. As of 
yesterday Brind’Amour had this to say about Petr 
Mrazek’s recovery: “Until he puts a stick in his hand, 
he’s not really there yet. Looks good on everything 
else, but he’s still a ways away apparently.” The 
Canes can always recall Bibeau before the game 
tonight.  

 Jake Bean and Martin Necas are both on three-
game point streaks. Bean has been nothing but 
excellent since entering the lineup and he has 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 24, 2021 

 

forced the coaching staff to put veteran guys like 
Jake Gardiner and Haydn Fleury in the press box to 
make room on the active roster.  

 Being a back-to-back situation, both goaltenders will 
likely see one game each. James Reimer was the 
best player on the ice for the Canes in Monday’s 
loss while Alex Nedeljkovic shut out the Lightning 
Saturday.  

 For Tampa, Anderi Vasilevskiy has played all but 
two games this season with Curtis McElhinney not 
exactly shining in his two starts. It will be interesting 
to see which goalie each team goes with in each 
game.  

 After tonight the season series with the Lightning 
will be halfway over. While Tampa has been a 
dominating force in the league over recent years the 
Hurricanes have gone 4-2-0 against the Lightning 
over their past six meetings.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249451330.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249456925.html 

https://theathletic.com/2404696/2021/02/24/carolina-hurricanes-offensive-surge/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-lightning-meet-this-afternoon-for-game-3/19543686/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/teuvo-teravainen-diagnosed-with-concussion/c-321720628 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning/c-321736912 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-florida-jesper-fast-steven-stamkos-5221ec8f81cb4f2482fdfc981d6eea26 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-rod-brindamour-nikita-zadorov-petr-mrazek-fc4e62ff30f8847ae7d6178401b27495 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30953137/nhl-power-rankings-1-31-poll-plus-stat-defines-every-team-2021-season 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/02/22/nhl-power-rankings-toronto-maple-leafs-running-away-with-north-climb-to-top-spot/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/23/22297125/quick-whistles-carolina-hurricanes-jake-bean-impact-jesper-fast-breakout-game-petr-mrazek-
back-nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/23/22297474/they-said-it-brindamour-pesce-lorentz-speak-following-practice 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/24/22298469/carolina-hurricanes-vs-tampa-bay-lightning-game-3-game-preview-and-storm-advisory-bean-

reimer-mrazek 
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Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen sidelined with concussion 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen has been diagnosed with 
a concussion, coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday. 

Teravainen, injured Friday against the Chicago Blackhawks, will not 
make the trip with the Canes to Florida for a pair of games against 
Tampa Bay, then two against the Florida Panthers, Brind’Amour said. He 
will be sidelined indefinitely. 

It has been a challenging year for Teravainen, the Canes’ second-leading 
point producer in the 2019-20 season with 15 goals and a team-high 48 
assists. 

Teravainen was placed on the NHL’s COVID protocol list in January, 
missing three games while in quarantine. Returning to the lineup Feb. 2, 
he went without a point for five straight games. 

Teravainen scored his first goal of the season against the Dallas Stars on 
Feb. 13, then had a goal and three assists two days later against 
Columbus. He had two assists Friday against the Blackhawks but was hit 
hard along the boards by defenseman Nikita Zadorov and has missed 
the past two games. 

Teravainen’s absence caused some shuffling of the lines, moving Andrei 
Svechnikov to the Sebastian Aho line opposite Brock McGinn. Rookie 
Steven Lorentz has played on the fourth line the past two games, with 
winger Jesper Fast moved to Jordan Staal’s line. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek made an appearance Tuesday at the practice at 
Wake Competition Center and took the ice briefly to take some shots 
during drills, albeit without his goalie stick. Mrazek suffered a thumb 
injury that required surgery and has missed the past 12 games. 

“Until he puts a stick in his hand he’s not really there (physically),” 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “He looks good on everything else but he’s 
still a ways away, apparently. Once he puts the stick in there and starts 
going full tilt I think we’ll get excited that he might be back.” 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

The NHL announced Tuesday that Carolina’s home game against the 
Chicago Blackhawks, originally scheduled Feb. 20, will be played May 6 
at 7 p.m. 

In another change, the Canes’ road game against the Nashville 
Predators scheduled for May 7 will be played May 10 at 8 p.m. 
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‘Canes’ 2016 first-rounder Jake Bean earns extended NHL stay 

  

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 23, 2021 01:42 PM 

 

On the day in 2016 when the Carolina Hurricanes drafted Jake Bean just 
a couple of weeks past his 18th birthday, the lanky skater was asked to 
describe his style of play. 

“I’m a two-way defenseman who can play big minutes against the other 
team’s top guys,” Bean said. “I’m a guy who sees the ice really well.” 

And his biggest weakness? 

“My strength,” he said. “In some aspects that’s a good thing because 
inevitably it will come.” 

At the time, Bean was a hockey stick on skates at 6-foot-1, 172 pounds. 
Big minutes against the best players meant games in the Western 
Hockey League with the Calgary Hitmen. He had a long way to go to get 
to the National Hockey League. 

Now he’s there. 

Bean is still 6-1, but now tips the scales at 186 pounds -- still lean but 
stronger. He has found a spot in the Hurricanes lineup, and may not be 
losing it anytime soon -- not if he keeps playing the way he has the past 
five games for the Canes (12-4-1). 

In the team’s 4-2 loss Monday to the Tampa Bay Lightning, Bean had a 
game-high seven shots. He moved the puck well, earned his fifth assist 
of the season and made some decisive plays in the defensive zone with 
defensive partner Haydn Fleury. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour is using 
him on the second power-play unit. 

“He’s got poise for sure,” Brind’Amour said on a recent media call. “To 
get a real assessment of a player you’ve really got to get him in the mix 
in a regular fashion. I think it’s unfair to put him in and then take him out. 
You’ve really got to give him a little run here to get a true assessment of 
what you’re getting.” 

Bean said Monday his comfort level is rising with each game, that he 
feels more sure of himself and what he can do. 

“I’ve never been one to just be able to step in and just be super confident 
right off the bat,” Bean said. “I usually grow up pretty naturally, so 
hopefully I can continue to do that and help us win games.” 

‘LONG TIME COMING’ 

Bean grew up in Calgary and around the NHL -- his father, John, is 
president and CEO of the Calgary Flames. in the 2016 NHL Draft, Bean 
was considered one of the best offensive defensemen available and was 
taken 13th overall, one pick ahead of Charlie McAvoy of the Boston 
Bruins. 

Brind’Amour often speaks of players “paying their dues” and Bean did 
that in the American Hockey League. Given the Canes’ depth on the 
back end, Bean played 129 regular-season games for the Charlotte 
Checkers. He was a member of the 2019 Calder Cup champion team 
and earned the Eddie Shore Award in 2020 as the AHL’s best 
defenseman. 
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“It feels like a long time coming for me,” Bean said during training camp. 
“It’s not exactly how I thought it would go two or three years ago, but I 
took advantage of being in the American Hockey League and getting a 
lot of ice time in. I think I’m NHL-ready.” 

Bean, 22, began the season on the Canes’ taxi squad, ambivalent about 
it, saying it would be more beneficial to play games with the Chicago 
Wolves, the Canes’ new AHL affiliate, than just practice with the big 
team. He did not play the first three games, was in for three, then was out 
for the next six games before going back into the lineup Feb. 15 against 
Columbus. 

Bean had two assists against the Blue Jackets, his first NHL points, and 
a plus-2 rating. He now has assists in the past three games and a plus-5 
plus/minus rating for the past five games -- he was plus-1 in 15 minutes 
of ice time Monday. 

“The first thing that stands out to me is just his poise with the puck,” 
defenseman Brett Pesce said Tuesday. “He’s not afraid to make a play. 
He’s got tons of talent.” 

Bean is getting that “little run” of games Brind’Amour talked about and 
the Canes have been getting some solid play from the former first-
rounder. 

“We know if we’re healthy we’re going to have to shuffle the lineup a little 
to keep everyone engaged,” Brind’Amour said. “But he’s got poise and 
we like that about him.” 

HURRICANES AT TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

When: Wednesday, 5 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 

TV: FSCR 
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Well-timed line shuffling pays dividends for Lightning 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — With the Lightning going the wrong way in the standings and 
needing a spark after three losses in their previous four games, coach 
Jon Cooper shook up their forward lines. 

He doesn’t hesitate to adjust his lines when he thinks a change is 
needed, but Monday night’s shuffling was the most dramatic we’ve seen 
since even before the Lightning’s Stanley Cup run. 

Forward prospect Alex Barre-Boulet was promoted and put on the third 
line with Yanni Gourde and Alex Killorn to form an entirely new line. 
Blake Coleman moved to the top line to play alongside Brayden Point 
and Ondrej Palat. Steven Stamkos dropped to the second line to play 
alongside Tyler Johnson and Mathieu Joseph. Barclay Goodrow joined 
the fourth line with Pat Maroon and Alex Volkov. 

The moves paid off in a 4-2 win over the Hurricanes that might have 
been the Lightning’s best of this young season. 

“We played with a lot of urgency,” Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman 
said. “We played to our strengths and we didn’t try to generate stuff that 
wasn’t there. We took what was handed to us and we worked hard for it. 
So that’s the way it has to be moving forward.” 

The Lightning (11-4-1 and third in the Central Division with 23 points) 
entered the game struggling in a lot of ways. The offense had run 

stagnant, particularly against the Hurricanes. It hadn’t scored in two 
previous meetings against Carolina this season. And while mostly playing 
from behind in the three recent losses (including two to the Panthers), the 
Lightning made uncharacteristic turnovers that led to scoring 
opportunities for their opponent. 

“When you’re playing so many games so fast, you don’t want guys to get 
in a rut,” Cooper said. “We knew this would happen. We knew at some 
point, you’re not going to keep all these lines together as we did a couple 
months ago. It’s just the way it is. We threw Double-B (Barre-Boulet) in 
there. That was great (Monday).” 

For the first 14 games, the Lightning’s lines looked much like the ones 
they used throughout the playoffs, with the exception of Stamkos 
replacing injured forward Nikita Kucherov on the top line. Some tinkering 
had been done game to game, like Tyler Johnson centering the second 
line when Anthony Cirelli was injured or Mathieu Joseph moving up to the 
No. 2 line. And forwards saw extra shifts when the Lightning played with 
seven defenseman. 

But without two of their top playmaking forwards in Kucherov and Cirelli, 
the Lightning found themselves trying to do too much to create offense, 
and that extra pass or those extra seconds holding the puck occasionally 
led to turnovers. 

Monday’s changes were about adding a spark, grouping new sets of 
players together and seeing how they’d perform. And for one night, at 
least, they provided the charge the Lightning really needed. 

The new Gourde line — with Killorn and Barre-Boulet — was impressive, 
outmatching Carolina on even-strength shot attempts 14-5. The new first 
line with Coleman, Point and Palat held a 17-10 advantage and produced 
the game-winning goal on Palat’s putback in front of the net. 

Stamkos’ addition to the second line was evident on the Lightning’s other 
even-strength goal, as his faceoff win in the offensive zone set the path 
for Hedman’s second-period score. 

“We haven’t minded our game,” Cooper said. “I know we haven’t gotten 
the results we wanted, but we think it’s just a few mistakes here that have 
kind of cost us. But our effort’s been there. And now you’re just trying to 
find some combinations with some guys that might spark something in 
them. 

“We mixed a few things up, and I thought it seemed like the boys drank a 
little Red Bull,” Cooper said. “They worked out for us.” 
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The NHL made more changes to the Florida Panthers schedule. Here 
they are 

 

By George Richards  

 

In the oft-changing world of the 2021 NHL schedule, the Florida Panthers 
continue to see game dates and starting times changed. 

On Tuesday, the NHL announced a few more tweaks to a Florida 
schedule which has already been adjusted two other times due to game 
postponements. 

Three games were changed on Tuesday: 

Florida’s game at Tampa Bay, which was scheduled for March 16, will 
now be played on March 21 at 4 p.m. 
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The Panthers will still be in a back-to-back situation, but now instead of 
playing a home game against Chicago and traveling to Tampa, the 
Panthers will play Nashville (that start time is now 2 p.m.) and then fly 
west. 

Also, the May 6 home game against Tampa Bay, the penultimate game 
of the season, will be changed to a date and time to be determined. 

It appears the NHL is considering adding some days on the back end of 
the 2021 regular season calendar which could flip the May 6 game to 
after Florida’s regularly scheduled season finale on May 8. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS 2021 REVISED SCHEDULE 

Games in italics have been modified by the NHL 

Jan. 17 : Chicago  (5-2 win) 

Jan. 19: Chicago (5-4 OT win) 

Jan. 26: At Columbus (4-3 SO win) 

Jan. 28: At Columbus (3-2 SO loss) 

Jan. 30: At Detroit (3-2 OT win) 

Jan. 31: At Detroit (3-2 win) 

Feb. 4: Nashville (6-5 OT loss) 

Feb. 5: Nashville (2-1 win) 

Feb. 7: Detroit (4-1 loss) 

Feb. 9: Detroit (2-1 win) 

Feb. 11: Tampa Bay (5-2 win) 

Feb. 13: Tampa Bay (6-1 loss) 

Feb. 15: At Tampa Bay (6-4 win) 

Feb. 17: At Carolina (4-3 OT win) 

Feb. 19: At Detroit (7-2 win) 

Feb. 20: At Detroit (2-1 loss) 

Feb. 22: Dallas (3-1 win) 

Feb. 24: Dallas, 5 

Feb. 25: Dallas, 7 

Feb. 27: Carolina, 7 

March 1: Carolina, 7 

March 4: At Nashville, 8 

March 6: At Nashville, 2 

March 7: At Carolina, 5 

March 9: At Columbus, 7 

March 11: At Columbus, 7 

March 13: Chicago, 7 

March 15: Chicago, 7 

March 18: Nashville, 7 

March 20: Nashville, 2 

March 21: At Tampa Bay, 4 

March 27: At Dallas, 8 

March 28: At Dallas, 6 

March 30: Detroit, 7 

April 1: Detroit, 7 

April 3: Columbus, 7 

April 4: Columbus, 5 

April 6: At Carolina, 7 

April 8: At Carolina, 7 

April 10: At Dallas, 2 

April 13: At Dallas, 8:30 

April 15: At Tampa Bay, 7 

April 17: At Tampa Bay, 7 

April 19: Columbus, 7 

April 20: Columbus, 7 

April 22: Carolina, 7 

April 24: Carolina, 7 

April 26: At Nashville, 8 

April 27: At Nashville, 8 

April 29: At Chicago, 8 

May 1: At Chicago, 8 

May 3: Dallas, 7 

TBD: Tampa Bay, 7 (originally May 6) 

May 8: Tampa Bay, 7 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 02.24.2021 

1183869 Nashville Predators 

 

Nashville Predators 2, Detroit Red Wings 0: Forsberg, Tolvanen score 
power-play goals 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators have yet to blow a lead going into the third 
period this season. 

That's because they have yet to take a lead into the third period in 18 
games in 2021, the only team in the league with such a distinction. 

A fight for last place was the last place the Nashville Predators wanted to 
be Tuesday, but the billing lived up to its billing. 

The last-place Detroit Red Wings and the second-to-last place Predators 
met at Little Caesars Arena, with the latter prevailing 2-0 for their second 
consecutive victory, leaving the former still in last. 

It also was the first shutout of the season for the Predators, who saw 
Ryan Johansen return to the lineup after missing seven games with an 
injury. 

It also was Pekka Rinne's 59th career shutout, putting him into a tie for 
19th all time in league history with Evgeni Nabokov. 

Filip Forsberg thought he broke the scoring drought with 3:06 seconds 
left in the second, but the goal was challenged because Mikael Granlund 
appeared to make contact with the Red Wings goalie. 

The drought continued after the goal was reversed for goalie interference 
upon video review. 
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Forsberg's next goal did count, though, when he scored with just under 
five minutes into the third to erase the scoreless tie. It was the Predators' 
23rd third-period goal of the 40 they'd scored to that point this season. 

It was Forsberg's team-best ninth goal of the season. He also had an 
assist.  

Eeli Tolvanen added another power-play goal with 10:02 remaining in the 
third. 

Roman Josi assisted on both Predators goals. 

The Predators moved to 8-10-0, while the Red Wings fell to 5-13-3. 

KEEP UP: Nashville Predators 2021 NHL regular season schedule and 
game results 

Big number: 8. Consecutive games Viktor Arvidsson has gone without a 
point.  

Big number II: 0. Times the Predators have led after two periods this 
season. They have been tied six times. 

Big names: Mattias Ekholm has missed five games and hasn't played 
since Feb. 9. because of injury. 

Next: Predators at Detroit Red Wings, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Little Caesars 
Arena, Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM. 
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Predators goalie Pekka Rinne opens up on team struggles: 'Doesn't sit 
well, just to be blunt' 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Nashville Predators goalie Pekka Rinne's stared forward as his mind 
marched back. Back to last season. Back to feelings that are familiar.  

Then he paused. 

Rinne was asked his thoughts on the possibility that the Predators could 
be sellers leading up to this season's trade deadline April 12. Their 
struggles this season may dictate such a strategy. 

Rinne, in the final year of his contract, can't stand such thoughts. 

"It doesn't sit well, just to be blunt," Rinne said after the team practiced 
Monday. "Any time you struggle as a team ... we went through a similar 
thing last year. There was a coaching change and that was the first time 
in my career, middle of the season, I went through a coaching change. 

"It was a huge disappointment and it was on us players. Same thing 
again this year. It sounds boring but you have to live in the present and 
build from the win we got in Columbus (Saturday)." 

Is it too late to build, though? Is it time to rebuild? 

Rinne said he doesn't allow his mind wander such pastures. 

"We have two huge games coming up in Detroit (on Tuesday and 
Thursday)," he said. "Everybody knows both of us sit in the bottom of the 
Central (Division). Hopefully we can prove in these upcoming games that 
we can put ourselves back in the mix and pull back into the playoff 
picture." 

If not, well, then the selling process may be accelerated. 

"I really don't give a lot of value to that king of reporting," Rinne said. "I 
don't know how to answer. 

"Trade rumors and things like that, they are always present in a pro 
athlete's life. My strong recommendation is to not look into that too 
deeply." 

A deep look into the Predators season reveals many flaws, though. 
Those flaws may deem it necessary for general manager David Poile to 
look beyond just the trade deadline and consider rebuilding the roster. 

TRADE BLOCK?: Five 'big' Nashville Predators names who could be 
gone if struggles continue 

18-AND-UGH: 18 numbers tell the story of Nashville Predators' miserable 
season 

Predators coach John Hynes, who replaced Peter Laviolette a little more 
than a year ago, said while his team is aware of the circumstances and 
possible ramifications, players and coaches mostly tune out such talk. 

"Outside noise happens (when) you're not winning the games," Hynes 
said. "So whether it's media or fans or whatever it may be, it's important 
you stay connected as a group. 

"Players are expecting you as coaches to stay with them and get in it with 
them and teach them and coach them and hold them accountable." 

Players are expected to do the learning and improving and, most 
importantly, the performing. 

"That's really what it entails," Hynes said. "Not throwing your hands up or 
getting frustrated about it. 

"Sometimes when you lose a little bit you feel like you're never going to 
win," Hynes said. "Sometimes when you win a bunch of games you feel 
like you're never going to lose. Both ways, it's not that far away." 

Either way, it seems something is not far away. That something could be 
everything Rinne and the Predators want to avoid. 

The only solution to that, it seems, is to start winning. 
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18 numbers tell the story of Nashville Predators' miserable season 

 

PAUL SKRBINA  | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Numbers don't always tell the whole story. Numbers also reveal a lot of 
truths. 

So far for the Nashville Predators, the numbers this season have been 
spilling honesty. 

They were 7-10-0 going into Tuesday's battle for last place in the Central 
Division against the Detroit Red Wings, a point out of the cellar, 11 points 
out of first place and seven points out of a playoff spot, which this season 
will be awarded to the top four teams in each of the four divisions. 

There are other numbers that are just as alarming. 

There is plenty of blame to go around: The penalty kill. The power play. 
The lack of offense. The lack of production from top players. Goalie play. 

The list is long and time is short in a shortened season, which could be 
one during which the Predators sell if things don't reverse quickly. 

Note: Statistics were current going into Monday's games, ahead of 
Tuesday's game at the Detroit Red Wings.  

0 
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Times the Predators have led entering the third period this season. They 
have been tied six times. 

0  

Goals scored by Ryan Johansen, who has missed the last seven games 
with an injury. 

6 

Times the Predators have scored first, meaning they allowed opponents 
to do so 11 times. 

2 

Times the Predators have had a two-goal lead. Both came against the 
Blue Jackets. 

2 

Winning streaks the Predators have had this season, both two games. 

2 

Times the Predators have lost three in a row this season. 

7 

Consecutive games Viktor Arvidsson has been held without a point. 

17 

High-danger goals scored by the Predators, tied for second fewest in the 
league. 

39 

Goals scored by the Predators, tied for fourth fewest.  

2.29 

Goals averaged per game by the Predators, third fewest. 

3.35 

Average number of goals allowed per game by the Predators, fifth most 
in the league. 

103:28 

Time, in minutes, the Predators have played with a lead this season, by 
far the worst in the NHL. The Sabres are second worst at 150:17. 

518:28 

Time, in minutes, the Predators have trailed this season, third most in the 
league. Only the Senators and Canucks have trailed for longer. 

68.3 

Predators' penalty kill percentage, second worst in the NHL. 

19 

Power-play goals allowed by the Predators, most in the NHL. 

77.91 

Predators goalie save percentage while on the penalty kill, second worst 
in the league. 

15 

Percent success rate for the Predators' power play, eighth worst in the 
league. 

9 

Power-play goals for the Predators, tied for sixth fewest. They've also 
allowed two shorthanded goals, tied for third most in the league. 
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The Athletic / ‘You won’t be sorry’: The rise of ‘Tim & Sid’ from a Holiday 
Inn to the big stage 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Feb 23, 2021 66  

 

Nobody warned Marc Spears about the photograph he was about to see 
on live television. He had been invited onto the show to discuss 
basketball, which he covers for ESPN, but one host asked him about a 
hairstyle he wore in university, and the other host invited him to assess 
an old graduation picture. 

An image of Sid Seixeiro, co-host of the eponymous Tim & Sid, suddenly 
appeared on screen, showing the Grade 8 student from Our Lady of 
Good Voyage, in Mississauga, Ont., smiling out from underneath what 
appeared to be several pounds of thick dark hair on his head. 

“God-dang,” Spears said. “Wow.” 

Tim Micallef, the co-host who set the bit in motion, cackled in the 
background. 

“The eyebrows and the teeth,” Spears continued. “Golly, boy. How many 
cavities did you have?” 

Seixeiro feigned injury. Micallef laughed and wiped tears from his 
glasses. 

“You didn’t get hazed at all,” Spears said. 

“I didn’t get anything at all,” Seixeiro said quickly. 

It was only loosely scripted. Micallef and Seixeiro had discussed showing 
the photograph as part of the segment, but they did not have anyone tell 
Spears ahead of time. They tied everything down, but not so tightly as to 
eliminate the possibility of something unexpected coming loose on live 
TV. 

Micallef and Seixeiro had already been working together for the better 
part of two decades, surviving a cancelation, a handful of platform 
changes and several near-breakups. They turned a cult following into a 
mass media presence, building a legion of “Tim and Sidizens” with their 
brand of “edutainment.” 

Their remarkable run will come to an end this week. Seixeiro auditioned 
for a hosting job at “Breakfast Television,” on CityTV in Toronto, and is 
leaving the show he and Micallef developed when they were still in their 
mid-20s. They will make their final appearance together on Friday. 

Micallef will remain at Sportsnet, in the same afternoon time slot, as host 
of a “Tim and Friends” show, with a planned rotation of guests from 
inside and outside Sportsnet. (The network is expected to run a week of 
Tim & Sid highlights before launching the new show next month.) 

They are co-workers with different approaches and different 
personalities. Some former colleagues say both will benefit from change, 
with the split serving as a kind of mid-career booster rocket. Others are 
privately not quite as sure, and suggest Micallef and Seixeiro will never 
be better than when they are together. 

Spears works in another country but had been an in-studio guest when 
visiting Toronto. He said he had been on other shows — Tim & Sid run 
on Sportsnet 590 The Fan, as well as TV — where he felt he was only 
the next voice in the lineup, with a rote, transactional appearance to 
follow. 

It did not feel that way with the Canadian show, he said, adding: “If I 
didn’t feel like I was comfortable with those dudes, I wouldn’t have been 
silly like that.” 

On that episode, which was broadcast last winter, Seixeiro eventually 
tried to steer the conversation to its intended path: “We have to talk about 
basketball at some point here. … Um, the Bucks … Go!” 
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“They used to be the ugly stepchild of the Eastern Conference,” Micallef 
said. 

“Have they reached basketball puberty yet?” Seixeiro asked. 

“Hey, if you had told me you were from Milwaukee, I would have believed 
you,” Spears said. “Geez, talk about the Bucks. Look at the buck teeth he 
had, boy. Whoa.” 

Like their careers and like their chemistry, the moment was planned, but 
also free-flowing. 

“You’re moving with the waves,” Seixeiro said. “But the reaction internally 
is: This is what you want. You want it to sound like they forgot they were 
live on national TV.” 

They were all in their 20s, and they were working together at The Score, 
a small sports network based in the third floor of what was then a Holiday 
Inn on King Street West, in downtown Toronto. A producer was popular if 
they got staff out of the studio by 1:45 a.m. after a show, in time to catch 
last call down the street. 

“We were all in multiple fantasy leagues,” said Cabral Richards, who 
worked on air. “People shit talk in the message boards in the fantasy 
chat. But we would shit talk to each other’s faces.” 

That was still somehow not enough: “We even had fucking relegation — 
if you weren’t in the top 16, you got relegated and you had to wait a year 
to get back.” 

There was a space within the offices where many of them would gather, 
he said. Micallef and Seixeiro were there, along with on-air personalities 
such as Adnan Virk, as well as producers and other behind-the-scenes 
staff. 

They gossiped and joked and tried to outdo each other with impressions. 
Virk might do 90 seconds of Bob Costas or Keith Olbermann, Richards 
said, and Seixeiro would return fire with two minutes of Brian Williams, 
the celebrated Canadian sportscaster. 

“Sometimes we would be dancing back there,” said Richards. “It was, in 
a lot of ways, like high school. And that was our locker area, where it was 
a mix of the jocks and the artsy kids, because we were all trying to be 
more creative than the other person.” 

Micallef grew up in Scarborough as one of four sports-obsessed sons of 
a father who had won the Allan Cup, the pinnacle of senior men’s hockey 
in Canada. Seixeiro was from Mississauga, and worked in the meat 
department of a local grocery store while studying at Humber College. 

The station that would incubate their careers did not have many frills. All 
of the big rights deals belonged to TSN, the established player, and to 
Sportsnet, the well-funded upstart. At The Score, it took a while before 
hosts were provided with teleprompters. 

Seixeiro was an intern when he walked into an executive’s office with a 
black case holding a VHS tape that contained his demo reel. Anthony 
Cicione was vice-president of programming and production, and he 
looked up as Seixeiro slapped the tape on his desk and said: “Put me on 
the air, you won’t be sorry.” 

Seixeiro turned around and walked out of the office without saying 
another word. 

In 2004, Cicione paired them for a nightly show, “Score Tonight,” that ran 
from 10 to 11 p.m. The decision was made in spite of the fact their early 
reviews from mainstream media had not exactly been glowing. The 
Toronto Star’s media reporter had criticized Micallef for his delivery in 
reading highlight packages, from saying “Dante ‘Son of a’ Bichette” to 
employing “silly exaggerated Spanish and Italian pronunciations” for 
soccer clips. 

“We kind of took it as a compliment that they were noticing,” said Cicione. 
“Because no one knew The Score was on the air.” 

And either way, he told them not to worry about it. 

Around the office, Micallef became known as the studious one. He took 
pains to craft scripts and work on wordplay. He was known for carrying 
around a large notebook, in which he would write ideas, even if some of 
them had no immediate application to the job at hand. 

“If you’re thinking of these two guys as students, Tim is always in the 
library, and Sid is in the cafeteria,” said Richards. “Tim will come to the 
cafeteria and be able to be in the mix and hold court, but then he’s going 
back to make sure he puts in his time in the library.” 

On the air, Micallef was the grounded one. He was the likeliest source of 
a sober second thought. That usually left Seixeiro free to climb the walls, 
following whichever path his rant set forth. (“I believed it more than 
people think,” he said. “You can’t exert that kind of energy on 100 per 
cent bullshit.”) 

NHL journalist Elliotte Friedman was one of the older voices in the 
newsroom. He said he would listen to Micallef and Seixeiro as they 
sketched out their show. He would quietly nod along to some of their 
ideas from a safe distance and noticed how they would include each 
other in their plans. 

“That’s good teamwork, that’s good chemistry,” said Friedman, now with 
Sportsnet. “I always believe it started from the right place. And when you 
start from the right place, even when you have those moments you go 
sideways, your foundation is strong.” 

WITH ONE WEEK TO GO… WE LOOKED BACK ON OUR DAYS 
TOGETHER AT THE SCORE TELEVISION NETWORK. 
#TSMEMORIES PIC.TWITTER.COM/BEKNY7XAKX 

— TIM AND SID (@TIMANDSID) FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

“Those two might disagree, but it never felt like it was going to get to a 
‘fuck you’ sort of point,” said James Cybulski, a former colleague at The 
Score now working as a morning host with Sportsnet 650, in Vancouver. 

Those moments are not unprecedented in other shows, he said. 

“I don’t think I can ever recall an instance where I heard — or somebody 
was talking about — ‘Wow, that really escalated to the point where it got 
uncomfortable,’” said Cybulski. “Usually, most shows have something 
where it gets a little tense.” 

Micallef and Seixeiro said they made a decision early on that they hoped 
would prolong their careers together. They decided they would limit how 
often they would socialize outside of work, having heard the stories of 
other long-time sports broadcast tandems who did not get along. 

They would not avoid each other at work functions, but they would not 
make a point of meeting each other outside the office. (It might also have 
helped that, initially, they were based on opposite sides of the city.) 

“We had boundaries and we had honest conversations throughout,” said 
Micallef. “We had seen other people sewer each other, or put each other 
in bad spots, and thought, ‘That does no one any good.’ I think both of us 
learned from that.” 

When they argued on air, on the show, they would check in with each 
other afterward, just to make sure the angst was staying on the air, and 
not making the commute home. 

“Even if it went too far on the air, we always ironed things out within a 
couple of days,” said Micallef. “There might have been one or two that 
lasted a couple of weeks, but we’d always iron them out and made sure 
we always had the other guy’s best interest in mind.” 

Micallef had interests beyond the show. He became the radio voice of the 
Hamilton Tiger-Cats, and he was the voice of university football and 
basketball at The Score. The draw to live sports nearly led to a decision 
about the show just as it was getting off the ground. 

The Fan hired Paul Romanuk as their radio voice in 2004, taking a job 
Micallef had coveted. There would be other brushes with departure, both 
with the Raptors and with outlets in the United States. 

“I feel like there were 10 different times where we had conversations with 
each other, and the other guy just said, ‘Yeah, whatever you need,’” said 
Micallef. “I guess that kind of shocks people now, but for us, it was 
always just part of the equation.” 

In 2009, budgetary cuts forced their show off the air at The Score. 
Micallef proposed they launch their own podcast. Seixeiro did not know 
what a podcast was, and figured it was just a good way to fill a bit of their 
newfound free time. 
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Their audience followed them. 

In 2011, two years after losing their show at The Score, Seixeiro and 
Micallef were hired to host a mid-afternoon show at Sportsnet 590 The 
Fan. Don Kollins, the program director at the time, hoped the two would 
liven up a traditionally quiet part of the daily programming schedule. 

He also hoped they would deliver a younger lead-in audience to Bob 
McCown, the station’s established afternoon drive host. 

“Then, if things remained and Bob decided to retire, it could be a shoo-in 
for Tim and Sid to slide into that drive slot,” said Kollins. “But along came 
TV, and they decided to take on ‘Tim & Sid’ and take them.” 

In 2015, Scott Moore, then president of Sportsnet, invited Seixeiro and 
Micallef into his office. He had a whiteboard on display. Hazel Mae was 
hosting a daily 6 p.m. highlights show, but with the continued rise of 
digital media, viewers were no longer waiting until the supper hour for 
their sports news. 

The whiteboard was blank. Moore told the two hosts that they could fill it 
however they wanted for the new show they would be hosting, on 
national television, from 5-7 p.m. 

“We occasionally had to convince them that they shouldn’t split up, even 
from those early days,” said Moore. “Tim wanted to do play-by-play. Sid 
wanted to have his own show. But we’d always convince them to come 
back to the value of the two of them together.” 

Bell Media cut more than 200 jobs in the Greater Toronto Area alone 
earlier this month. Brent Wallace, a reporter with more than 20 years of 
experience at TSN, was laid off. Natasha Staniszewski was about to 
mark her 10th anniversary at the network. Dan O’Toole co-hosted a show 
that had its own sponsor. 

Dave Cadeau, the program director at The Fan, was also let go. That 
move came only 18 months after Sportsnet cast several high-profile 
names from its roster, including Nick Kypreos, who had been with the 
network since it launched. 

The upheaval in the industry, combined with a year of enforced 
introspection because of the pandemic, helped Seixeiro finally make the 
decision to break up the band. 

“My mentality on hesitating has changed — a lot,” he said. “I don’t think 
hesitation is a healthy act when it comes to your curiosity or your career. 
I didn’t know if something like this was going to come around again. And 
we all have a lot of time, in our homes, to think about a lot of things.” 

He will join co-host Dina Pugliese at Breakfast Television on March 10. 

“As successful as Tim and I have been, I think there are plenty of people 
who have looked down on us, and me,” he said. “I can’t prove that, but I 
feel it sometimes. And if there’s another opportunity to do something 
unique, that’s the kind of challenge I want.” 

“Frankly, I think his career is just going to start taking off,” said Kollins, 
who hired both Seixeiro and Micallef at The Fan. “He’s that good, that 
talented and that smart. I don’t think there’s a limit to Sid.” 

Micallef, who is married with two young children, still lives in his 
childhood home, which he bought from his father. He still has his “books 
of ideas,” and he plans to open them as he heads into whatever form the 
new show will take. 

“Is it going to be easy to turn the corner on 18 years in the middle of a 
global pandemic, in a shrinking industry? I don’t think it will be easy,” he 
said. “But I owed to the other guy to be as honest and as helpful as I 
could, and I think that’s part of what made the chemistry special on air.” 

And now, at least when the pandemic is over, they will be able to 
schedule a dinner together. 

“I don’t think you let someone who can make you belly laugh and cry 
stray too far,” said Micallef. “I think once you take away the five days a 
week that we hang out together, maybe once a month — twice a a month 
— after the first six months, when we just let each other breathe. 

“After that, I’m sure we’ll hang out on more than one occasion.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Julien's seat gets hotter as loss to Senators extends 
Canadiens' skid 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsFebruary 24, 2021, 12:43 AM 

 

Some numbers for you, none of them flattering for the Montreal 
Canadiens: 

One, as in one power-play goal for the Canadiens in their last 21 
attempts. Two, as in two consecutive Canadiens losses to the Ottawa 
Senators, who are bringing up the rear of the all-Canadian North 
Division. Three, as in three Canadiens losses in four games against 
those pesky Sens. Four, as in the minimum amount of penalties the 
Canadiens take per game. Five, as in five Canadiens losses in the last 
six games. Six, as in six Canadiens losses in their last eight games. 

Here’s a big one: 69.5, as in millions. That’s what Canadiens general 
manager Marc Bergevin paid out to Joel Edmundson, Josh Anderson 
and Tyler Toffoli to fill three of four needs he had identified going into the 
off-season. This was after he addressed his most pressing one with the 
acquisition of backup Jake Allen and just before he solidified the bottom 
end of the roster with Stanley Cup winners Corey Perry and Michael 
Frolik. 

I might be the world’s worst mathematician, but even I can see this adds 
up to head coach Claude Julien’s job being in jeopardy. If you think the 
GM is going to sit on his hands while his team slips further away from an 
inspiring 7-1-2 start to the season, think again. 

Internal expectations were high to begin with, with owner Geoff Molson 
and Bergevin saying the Canadiens had everything they needed to be a 
playoff team this year. They were kicked up a notch or two with a 
season-opening 4-0-2 road trip. And we doubt they’ve dropped off 
despite this recent skid from first to barely clinging to fourth in the division 
with a 9-5-4 record. 

So the most pertinent question now is, how much time does Julien have 
left? 

Early in his second tenure with the Canadiens, after taking over for 
Michel Therrien on Valentine’s Day, 2017, Julien said, “I don’t panic, I fix 
things.” 

We won’t know until the Canadiens get through Thursday’s game against 
the Winnipeg Jets if enough of those things were sufficiently fixed in 
Tuesday’s 5-4 shootout loss, which easily could’ve been a win — with 
Brendan Gallagher making a near indisputable case for why his goal to 
make it 5-4 in the final five seconds of the third period should’ve counted 
as the deciding one. 

First, watch the play here: 

“I’m still searching for an explanation that makes sense,” Gallagher said. 
“We sit down at the start of every season and the NHL prepares a video 
for us. The referees see the exact same video. We’ve seen clips — there 
was a clip last year, a New York Islander player bumped (Maple Leafs 
goaltender Frederik) Andersen in Toronto, Andersen had time to reset, 
puck went in, goal counted. On this play I’m knocked on my ass, I have 
time to reset, you can’t tell me the goalie doesn’t have time to reset. The 
only explanation I got — Okay, I’m in the blue plaint. (But) I’m working my 
way out of the blue paint. We’ve seen that same video — plenty of 
examples where the player’s working his way out, he’s pushed into the 
goalie, the goal counted. 

"We watched this video, the refs watched this video. For some reason 
this example is different. I don’t know why. To me it’s ruining the product, 
I don’t know, the inconsistency.” 

That’s some genuine and justifiable frustration. And you can bet it’s not 
going to dissipate too quickly given what it would’ve meant to the 
Canadiens had that goal counted. 
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“When you score a big goal like that with two or four seconds left, a big 
goal that you think is a good one but it gets called back, it certainly takes 
your breath away,” said Julien. “And it was a win we really needed, so we 
got a bit unlucky there.” 

Here’s where the Canadiens can’t blame luck: They started the game 15 
minutes late. You can point to three mistakes on the goal they gave 
Drake Batherson in the second minute of play — none of them more 
obvious than Brett Kulak leaving his position to play an odd-man rush as 
though the Senators had even numbers breaking the zone — and then 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi took a needless and entirely avoidable charging 
penalty 200 feet away from his own net and the Canadiens’ penalty kill 
once again failed to find any cohesion. 

Brady Tkachuk scored his first of the night on what was probably the 
least threatening of four attempts the Senators had on that man-
advantage, and the whole sequence emboldened how much of an area 
of concern this aspect of the game is for this team, which now sits 22nd 
in the NHL in the category. 

Erik Brannstrom made it worse with the first goal of his NHL career — a 
power-play point shot Nick Suzuki was late to block, one that slipped 
through traffic and Carey Price’s legs. 

It took a broken play that led to a Jonathan Drouin goal in the fifth minute 
of the second period to finally get the Canadiens fully into the game. 
They woke up after Ben Chiarot fought Tkachuk 13:56 into the first 
period, but they didn’t quite get out of bed until Drouin slipped that puck 
through Matt Murray for his second goal of the season. 

Montreal was unquestionably the better team from that point forward, 
except in one aspect that could’ve saved them from having to depend on 
a last-ditch effort and a couple of attempts in the skills competition that is 
3-on-3 overtime and the shootout. I'm referring to their power play, which 
got its first opportunity 11:28 into the game and couldn’t execute a single 
zone entry. 

A second chance came after Montreal’s engine started revving in the 
second, and the team managed zero shots on net. And the last 
Canadiens power play started at the 3:29 mark of the third and only 
managed two shots — none of them from closer than 44 feet. 

Julien mentioned an adjustment he made to put Shea Weber back on the 
first unit alongside Jeff Petry, and the shots came off of their sticks, but 
they were one-and-done opportunities — the kind this team has said it 
needs to get away from to gain some traction on the power play. 

Nothing has changed there. Nothing has changed on the penalty kill. 
Nothing has changed about the Canadiens taking far too many penalties. 

“I think it all goes hand in hand with our game,” said Julien. “We’re going 
to try to retool stuff, but so much of that comes with confidence, and your 
best players, if they’re not confident, they don’t execute properly. So 
that’s what this whole game is about is playing with confidence. And 
when you have confidence, you make the right plays and the right 
decisions. That’s what we’re struggling with right now is showing it in all 
parts of our game.” 

Everything in that comment applied to Price on this night. Heck, it’s 
applied to him on most of the 11 nights he’s played on this season. 

The 33-year-old, who came into the game with a sub-.900 save 
percentage, made ridiculous save after ridiculous save. But three of the 
four goals were ones Julien accurately stated “he’d for sure like to have 
back.” 

Still, Price tried to keep his cool after the game. 

“Obviously it’s not the result or the way I want to play,” he said. “So, it’s a 
process I’ll just have to stick with and figure it out.” 

Does the coach have the same luxury? Will he be given the chance to 
ride this out with the Canadiens? 

That depends on whether or not Bergevin sees the situation the way 
Gallagher does. 

“I’m honest with you guys — I’ll tell you when we play bad, I’ll tell you we 
made some mistakes. This team competed today, this team battled 

hard,” said Gallagher after saying the first 15 minutes of the game were 
inexcusable. 

“And if that effort’s there every night, we’re going to get out of this little 
funk that we’re in and be fine,” Gallagher added. 

Will the Canadiens emerge as the team Bergevin expects to see come 
Thursday against the Jets? 

They have to, because if they look anything like the team Julien said “got 
off to a poor start” and “looked rattled and nervous,” if they continue to be 
a mess on special teams, and if Price continues to run hot and cold, none 
of that will bode well for the coach. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' confidence hits new high as wins keep pilling up 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecFebruary 24, 2021, 2:19 AM 

 

EDMONTON -- When you used to talk about the Edmonton Oilers having 
a new hero every night, what it really meant was that Connor McDavid 
won the game for them on Monday, Leon Draisaitl piled up a bunch of 
points on Wednesday, and then McDavid scored a hatty on Friday. 

Today, their two superstars still find a way to figure into most games, no 
doubt. But the cast of characters being talking about after a win like 
Tuesday’s come-from-behind special in Vancouver? It’s a much longer 
list. 

Draisaitl had three assists Tuesday, as Edmonton clawed back from a 3-
0 deficit just 15:17 into the game to win 4-3. But it was Dominik Kahun 
who tucked two goals in, and the third line that produced a bouncing 
game-winner, as Adam Larsson fired a puck off of Jujhar Khaira that hit 
Tyler Ennis and went in. 

Mike Smith was heroic in goal, and through a 44-minute comeback 
process, the entire roster wore down the Canucks, a team that simply 
needed a reminder that no lead was too large to blow. 

“After the second period, we were down 3-1, but we knew we were going 
to turn this around,” said Kahun. “We just have the feeling -- no matter 
what the score is -- that we can come back. We have the players who 
can make the difference.” 

One team had nine wins in their past 11 games. The other had nine 
losses in its last 11. The Oilers feel like they can win any game they play 
right now, while the Canucks are like a cartoon character with a black, 
stormy rain cloud following them around town all day long. 

“I’m feeling it. The team’s feeling it,” said Smith, who let in a bleeder 66 
seconds into the game, but by the end of it had made 30 saves to get the 
win. “We’ve scratched the surface (of their potential) now, and I think 
we’re really gaining some confidence in the way our team can play. 

“When we got the fourth one, we hunkered down and made sure that 
they were going to have to make a really good play to beat us. Having 
been here the last couple of years, I’ve been in games where that game 
slides away from us. Tonight, that was a great confidence builder for our 
group.” 

The last time the Oilers won in Vancouver after trailing by three? You’ve 
got to go back to 1983 -- when Jaroslav Pouzar was patrolling the wing 
for the Oilers, and Kenny “The Rat” Linseman was just 24 years old. 

Today’s team has something special going on, winners of seven of their 
past eight, and just four points back of the North-leading Maple Leafs. 

More so, they’re a club that can beat Calgary 2-1 on the road on a 
Friday, hammer those same Flames 7-1 the next night at home, then 
overcome a rough start on the road and abscond with two points in 
Vancouver on Tuesday. 
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“I think that’s what good teams do -- find different ways to win games,” 
Draisaitl before the game. “We’re looking to play more of the 3-2 type of 
games than the 6-5 type of games, but sometimes that’s just how the 
night goes. The way it all plays out. We’re looking to win games any type 
of way. That’s what makes a good team.” 

Draisaitl’s passing game was pristine Tuesday. He fed McDavid for an 
open net on the powerplay, just 3:28 after he found Kahun for a one-
timer that left Thatcher Demko without a prayer. 

“It’s not for fun that he’s the best in the league. One of best passers in 
the game, that’s for sure,” said Kahun. “I knew right away, before the 
puck was even there: if he gets the puck, he’ll find me.” 

In the end, however, no comeback occurs if Smith doesn’t shut the door. 
Wearing a mask painted as a homage to Hall of Famer Grant Fuhr, Smith 
channelled his inner Cocoa, putting the brakes on the Canucks offence 
after three goals, and giving his team a chance to fashion a comeback. 

Fuhr used to do the same thing, though that usually kicked in after about 
five goals back in the ‘80s. 

“I’m far from being compared to a legend like that,” Smith said. “It was 
just important that I stuck with it, and didn’t let it get to four. Grant was 
the king of that. Probably a bit of the helmet luck helped. 

“I’ve been in a lot of these games where it can (go) one of two ways, and 
I didn’t want it to go the wrong way.” 

They’re rolling, this team. And boy, do they believe. 

“That win right there carries some weight to it,” Smith said. “Our team is 
feeling real good after that game.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: When will the 2021 NHL Entry Draft take 
place? 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNICFebruary 23, 2021, 1:18 PM 

 

Monday, Detroit GM Steve Yzerman delivered a State of the Union 
address on his Red Wings. Included was a question about the 2021 NHL 
Draft, currently scheduled for July 23-24. 

“Personally,” he answered, “I would hope they push it back. Give us a 
chance to watch these kids and give (them) a chance to play and put 
their best foot forward.” 

It wasn’t a surprise to hear Yzerman say that. Behind the scenes, he’s 
been one of the most passionate advocates for a delay. He’s got a 
powerful voice; when he speaks, people listen. And he’s hardly alone in 
this fight. Most (if not all) teams support some kind of move. It is very 
logical. 

Some teams suggested December. I loved an idea of two drafts several 
days apart in Montreal during June 2022, although a few execs said they 
hate it because they’d rather concentrate on one set of prospects for a 
few months before moving to the next age group. 

There are, however, significant hurdles to overcome. 

“Keeping the current draft date is unfair to players who haven’t played, 
and to clubs who haven’t seen them,” player agent Ian Pulver said. “But if 
we’re going to move the draft, the (NHL/NHLPA) should come up with a 
formula that’s fair across the board. The rights retention of a player 
should be adjusted accordingly.” 

According to multiple sources, the chances of the draft being delayed 
took a turn for the worse late last week. Those two words — “rights 
retention” — are right at the heart of it. 

There’s a laundry list of issues that the NHL and NHLPA would need to 
settle. Here are two of the most challenging: 

• Would players drafted in December 2021 who make the NHL receive 
credit for a full service year towards arbitration and/or unrestricted free 
agency? 

• A player taken from the CHL — and not signed within two years — goes 
back in the draft (as long as he is not older than 20). Will 2021–22 count 
as one season, even if the player is not selected until December 2021 or 
June 2022? This is even more challenging with 19-year-olds, since they 
cannot be re-drafted under this scenario. 

Negotiating these issues isn’t the grind of a full CBA, but it’s challenging. 
The league can’t unilaterally say, “We’re moving this.” Nothing comes 
without some kind of concession. And, again, word seeping out last week 
was there isn’t the will for what it might take to get there. 

The QMJHL was off Nov. 29-Jan. 22, but found a way to play around 
that. The WHL is scheduled to open Friday, although the province of B.C. 
remains a holdout. The OHL is talking about 24 games in April and May. 
I’m hoping all these kids get a chance to play — they deserve it. 

But it also says to me there’s urgency to get on the ice, because no one 
wants year-old video deciding anyone’s draft stock. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. The Artemi Panarin situation is incredibly challenging for the player, 
the Rangers and the league. It’s a serious accusation from former NHLer 
Andrei Nazarov, but his word alone is not going to convince anyone. The 
Rangers unconditionally backed Panarin. There is, as this is written, no 
police report, and if one does show up it will be heavily scrutinized. 

There’s no feel for how long Panarin might be away, and no desire to 
pressure him for an answer. His Instagram support for Vladimir Putin rival 
Alexei Navalny makes him a political target. And undoubtedly, he must 
be worried about family back in Russia, too. This is bigger than hockey, 
and the Rangers will be sensitive to that. 

2. Buffalo has Brandon Montour available. He will be an unrestricted free 
agent this summer. 

3. Extremely difficult time for the Sabres. Popular defenceman Jake 
McCabe is out for the year after a severe knee injury. Head coach Ralph 
Krueger said following Monday’s 3-2 loss to the Islanders that Jack 
Eichel is not injured, but the captain clearly isn’t himself. Jeff Skinner, 
under contract for six more seasons, was a healthy scratch. He’s got a 
no-move clause, and you wonder if this is the start of a tug-of-war over 
options to waive. (Finding a trade partner is another matter.) 

Buffalo is 1-4 since its return. In terms of symptoms, they were hit hard 
by their strain of COVID. We don’t know the full story yet in Philadelphia, 
but, to this point, no one has had it rougher the Sabres, and it shook 
them. Combine that with falling to the bottom of the East, and it’s an 
enormous mental challenge. 

By now you’re aware of Rasmus Ristolainen, who described his ordeal to 
Ilta-Sanomat’s Sami Hoffren. (Not trusting Google Translate, I asked 
Hoffren for help going from Finnish to English.) 

“(From) what I’ve been talking with others around the league, no one has 
had the same conditions,” the defenceman said. “When there was chest 
pains, it felt like my heart was cracking as I walked up the stairs. (There 
were) a couple of evenings … when I went to bed that I didn’t know if I’d 
wake up in the morning.” 

Head coach Ralph Krueger is hopeful Ristolainen is a few weeks away; 
all the best in your recovery, Rasmus. 

4. How good is Boston? The Bruins’ goal differential is plus-15. Next-best 
in the East is the Islanders, at plus-one. Philadelphia is even, and the 
rest are (Seinfeld reference) “Prognosis Negative.” 

Hopefully, the Flyers recover in full health from their outbreak, and we’ll 
see what they do. I sometimes forget that you need an eye on the 
expansion draft. Let’s say you’re thinking of adding to the blue line — you 
know you’re protecting Philippe Myers, Ivan Provorov and Travis 
Sanheim. So, you’re not crazy about giving up assets for someone that 
might be exposed unless you’re easing decisions elsewhere. Philly’s 
window is far from closing. 
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5. Seeing Paul Byron (two more years, $6.8 million in cash) and Adam 
Henrique (three more years, $17.5 million) clear waivers sends two very 
clear messages. First, there aren’t many teams interested in taking on 
money. Second, this summer will not be a bonanza — don’t bet on a 
free-agent windfall. 

6. Pekka Rinne with excellent advice on the trade rumours surrounding 
Nashville: “It’s my strong recommendation all of us players not look into 
that too deeply.” 

The Predators’ deep respect for Rinne, in his 17th year with the 
organization, means they want him to retire in their uniform. Nashville 
also has no desire to move Norris Trophy winner Roman Josi (who has a 
no-move clause) and fellow blueliner Ryan Ellis. Other than that, they’re 
going to listen, although certain players (Dante Fabbro, Filip Forsberg) 
will be difficult to pry loose. Nashville likes its defensive prospects, 
including Boston University’s David Farrance — who has 14 points in six 
games for the Terriers. 

7. Matt Murray in January: 57th among goalies in goals saved above 
expected, 58th in goals against average and save percentage. Murray in 
the first 16 days of February: fifth in GSAE, 11th in GAA, 13th in save 
percentage. (GSAE is an advanced analytic that takes the specific shots 
you face, and ranks you among your peers based on their degree of 
difficulty. Factors include location and how those shots are created.) He 
had an ugly performance in relief during a 7-3 defeat to Toronto last 
Thursday, but sandwiched that one with strong efforts in a 2–1 loss to the 
Maple Leafs and a 3–2 victory over the Canadiens. You can see the 
Senators surge when they get a few saves. There’s serious young talent. 

8. There aren’t many owners in North American sports who committed 
more dollars during the pandemic than Montreal’s Geoff Molson. That 
brings its own set of pressures. I like the roster, but a lot is expected. 

9. Mocking of the North’s defensive play is the fun we need back in the 
NHL. There’s something enjoyable (to me, anyways) about the everyone-
hates-Canada narrative. One of the issues being raised is the high 
offensive numbers tilting awards voting in favour of Canadian-based 
players, so, for the first time, I decided to do research for this column. 

In 2019–20, there were 175 Professional Hockey Writers Association 
voters for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and Byng: 88 from the United 
States; 82 from Canada; four from Sweden; and one from Finland. The 
issue this season is everyone’s primarily watching their own division. The 
voter list will change here and there, but using last season’s numbers: 82 
Canada (I threw all of the Canadian-based national reporters and 
broadcasters in here), 36 East, 20 Central, 18 West, five Europe. There 
are also 15 U.S.-based broadcasters/reporters who don’t fit neatly into a 
divisional box. 

In short, there’s a Canadian numerical advantage. We’ll see how much 
anyone gets worked up about it. (There’s no question we’re the fairest 
voters.) If Auston Matthews and Connor McDavid continue on their 
current paces, and their teams finish well — it won’t matter who plays or 
votes where. 

10. Matthews has 18 goals in 20 games, a 0.9 average. That figure 
would be tied for 13th-best in NHL history (Wayne Gretzky sits atop the 
leaderboard with 1.18 goals per game in 1983-84). Matthews missed one 
game, so the pace is 49.5 goals. 

McDavid’s at 1.85 points per game, which would be tied for 23rd all-time 
(Gretzky put up 2.77, also in 1983–84). His current production has him in 
line for 104 points. 

11. Twice this year, McDavid has hit five points midway through a game. 
In both cases, he didn’t see much ice time down the stretch. On Jan. 31, 
he played 2:59 of the third period in an 8–5 win over Ottawa. Last 
Saturday, it was 3:43 in a 7–1 win over Calgary. McDavid doesn’t chase 
Darryl Sittler’s 10-point record if the game is lopsided. 

12. Darnell Nurse played the heaviest back-to-back of the season during 
the Battle of Alberta — 30:01 on Friday, 32:52 on Saturday. He’s the first 
player to reach 30 minutes on consecutive nights this season; the latter 
number is the most played by anyone in one game. 

13. I believe this about Ryan Nugent-Hopkins: He wants to be an Oiler. 
Edmonton wants to keep him. When you have that foundation, you’re in a 

good place. The biggest challenge: The economic landscape is 
recovering slower than everyone hoped. 

14. David Rittich’s shutout Monday in Toronto was his first win in 363 
days. In the words of one goalie coach, Rittich looked “quieter” in net 
than usual. That’s a good thing, especially with Jacob Markstrom 
banged-up. The Flames temporarily lost confidence in Rittich, but need 
him more than ever right now. 

15. Dallas lost 3–1 in Florida on Monday night, a sixth straight defeat. 
Losing games, however, pales in comparison to all the other challenges 
the Stars have faced. They were the last team to begin the 2020º–21 
season due to a COVID outbreak, and Monday’s game was their first in 
nine days because of the Texas power outages. They were ready to host 
Nashville on Feb. 15 when Mayor Eric Johnson asked the team to 
cancel. 

“When you are preparing for a game, you don’t always realize what is 
going on around you,” GM Jim Nill said. “The mayor explained to us that 
our power grid was attached to other essential services like hospitals. He 
was right to tell us we couldn’t play. It was an unprecedented storm. 
Once we left the arena and became aware of the magnitude, we 
changed gears: ‘Let’s get a hold of the families. Who has power? Who 
needs power? Who needs to stay where?’ We have great leadership 
among our players, coaches and staff. You just deal with what’s given to 
you.” 

16. Jamie Benn, Anton Khudobin, Esa Lindell and Tyler Seguin (at home 
in Canada rehabbing his injury) opened their homes to whoever needed 
them. (Andrew Cogliano and Taylor Fedun, who have young children, 
were among those who accepted.) Nill hosted a team vice president with 
two youngsters of their own. A member of the Stars sales force had a 
house fire (a GoFundMe organized by the team to help with the family’s 
expenses raised $20,000 more than its goal). 

“It’s easy to feel sorry for yourself, but there are a lot of other people 
going through worse than us,” Nill said. “To see people with no heat, no 
water, no food for a week — in today’s world you don’t think this could 
happen, but it did. There was a hotel parking lot — it was full. The hotel 
didn’t have power, people were in their cars. It was hard to fathom.” 

In our conversation, Nill said a couple of times that it was difficult to 
explain the situation to someone who didn’t see it firsthand. There was 
some talk about moving games to Tampa Bay, but scheduling conflicts 
made that difficult “and the NHL did the right thing, telling our players to 
worry about getting through this,” he said. “Our players are outstanding. 
Some of them have burst pipes in their houses. But we will get through it. 
We’re fortunate — we get to play. Hopefully, we can bring people some 
enjoyment.” 

17. Dallas has played 13 games, tied with New Jersey for fewest in the 
NHL. Nill said the league is hopeful the remaining 43 will occur. Ben 
Bishop is two or three weeks from skating; Seguin looks like a late-
March, early-April situation. 

18. It will be interesting to see if the fallout from negative publicity in 
Arizona means the team considers adding a player or two to compete in 
the West. They play hard, are in the race, and came back from down 3–0 
to shock Anaheim 4–3 Monday night. (The heat is on in Anaheim — that 
was a rough defeat.) The Coyotes are looking for a centre and could 
check out an additional rental like Montour or Tanner Pearson, should he 
become available. 

Earlier this month, Arizona’s House of Representatives introduced a 
proposal that has long-term ramifications for the Coyotes. It would allow 
the state’s professional sports teams a licence to run sports betting 
operations at their arenas, at retail locations within a quarter mile of their 
venues and online. Owner Alex Meruelo has a casino background, and 
several sources around the NHL believe he sees that licence as a 
cornerstone to the franchise’s future — whether he owns it or someone 
else does. 

19. According to multiple sources, a lot of the dispute between the 
Coyotes and former associate GM Steve Sullivan was about specific 
duties outlined in his contract. They were asking him to do things he felt 
were not in his responsibilities. They fired him for cause and he’s going to 
fight it. 
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20. All of a sudden, it’s five wins in a row for Los Angeles. Vegas (.719 
winning percentage) and Colorado (.633) are in an entertaining battle for 
No. 1 in the West, then there’s a developing race between St. Louis 
(.579) and three surprises: Minnesota (.600); the Kings (.559); and 
Arizona (.528). If Los Angeles stays in this, will they add? 

“No, we’re going to stick with the plan,” GM Rob Blake said Sunday. 

21. Dustin Brown, Drew Doughty and Anze Kopitar look re-energized. 

“They’ve seen the light,” Blake said. “There was going to be no more 
trading away good players.” 

The GM said Doughty saw the talent in their young defenceman, and, 
yes, is indeed motivated by being picked for the 2022 Olympic Team. Do 
you talk about that with him? 

“All the time,” Blake answered. 

Brown is tied for fifth in the NHL with 10 goals, five with the man 
advantage. 

“I played for (coach) Todd (McLellan) in San Jose. I saw how good he is 
with the power play.” 

The Kings have as big a prospect base as anyone in the NHL, and the 
GM thinks the key is at least one year in the AHL. Mikey Anderson, Jaret 
Anderson-Dolan, Tobias Bjornfot and Gabriel Vilardi all got that year; 
Carl Grundstrom had two. They won’t rush all those talented players. 

22. Really enjoyed “meeting” (so to speak) Kings scout Blake Bolden on 
the podcast last week. She had a lot of good stories, and I enjoyed 
talking about the ins and outs of the job. She had a terrific and 
adventurous playing career, with one disappointment: not making the 
2014 U.S. Olympic Hockey Team. 

As she grows in her off-ice career, I wonder if the Olympic desire could 
be sated by an executive role? Bolden was cautious in her answer. 

“I’m just so focused on moving on and being in the moment, creating 
opportunities for myself and growing the game the best way I can, which 
is sharing my story…. So I haven’t thought about being an executive for 
Team USA or anything like that,” she said. “I think right now, I’m in a 
really good space, I have a really great platform and I'm just not up to 
that yet.” 

Hopefully, there is a future opportunity. No reason there can’t be. 

23. There were reports out of Russia last week about Chicago and 
Detroit chasing soon-to-be 27-year-old right winger Damir Zhafyarov from 
KHL Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod. They might be the most aggressive, but 
aren’t the only ones. He’s third in league scoring, with 59 points in 56 
games. 

24. At the Montreal/Edmonton outdoor game in 2003, the weather was so 
cold and the ice so fragile there was concern the game couldn’t go on. 
The players got together, decided they had to try, and agreed to play a 
“no-hitter” for the big picture. I was reminded of that last weekend as 
Boston, Colorado, Philadelphia and Vegas descended on Lake Tahoe. 
On Tuesday, Flyers coach Alain Vigneault referred to the trip as 
“challenging,” which is probably one-tenth of what he wanted to say. 
Some players are more enthusiastic about these games than others, 
particularly when conditions are challenging, but, in the end, they always 
do what it takes to put on the show. 

When everyone woke up Saturday morning, there was a misty haze over 
the premises, leading to optimism about cloud cover. As that waned and 
the sun softened the ice, the NHL, the Avalanche, the Golden Knights 
and the players considered the loss of NBC’s national window and 
decided to go for it, so the spectacular showcase could receive some 
wide exposure. (Bruins/Flyers was moved to Sunday night well before 
publicly announced.) 

I believe that Commissioner Gary Bettman realizes circumstances 
demand it is time for the NHL to step out of its comfort zone and try new 
things. I hope what happened doesn’t discourage that thinking. When the 
game was delayed and the league took a social-media beating, Colorado 
captain Gabriel Landeskog stepped in for an interview on NBC. He could 
have added to the pile-on, but cheerily pointed out his teammates were 
ready to return for the second period. (Some of the Vegas players were 

incredulous the Avalanche were even willing to consider it.) It didn’t 
unfold the way anyone expected, but, as usual, the players made the 
best of it. (The broadcasters, too. That was a long weekend.) 

25. Bettman isn’t crazy about another such event without spectators, 
saying, “These events are enhanced with the energy and excitement that 
our games get from having so many of our fans.” 

I’d love to see what this would look like with an intimate gathering, say 
5,000 to 10,000 people. Sell tickets, but also open a contest to one fan 
from each NHL market to win a pair by sending some sort of social media 
post explaining why they deserve to represent their team at the game. I’d 
hate to see this just tried once. Longtime Hockey Night in Canada 
teammate Dimitri Gammer offered up his property seven kilometres west 
of Smithers, B.C. It is in the foreground of Hudson Bay Mountain, with a 
view of three other ranges. 

26. Mike Babcock takes over at the University of Saskatchewan on May 
1. Now that there’s a date on his return to coaching, does any NHL team 
consider him beforehand? 

27. Really good interview on Andy Strickland and Cam Janssen’s 
podcast with Vegas owner Bill Foley, who revealed what had been 
suspected: He does not want Marc-Andre Fleury traded. 

“He never came close to being part of a deal,” Foley said. “I would’ve had 
a big problem with it if that had been presented to me.” 

I do think Pittsburgh tried hard through another team and thought they 
were close, but if the owner says no — it’s not close. 

28. I was going through some five-on-five numbers, and noticed Jordan 
Kyrou is sixth in the NHL in points per 60 minutes in that situation — right 
between Mitch Marner and Matthews. (Edmonton’s Jujhar Khaira is 
fourth.) That’s a very good sign for Kyrou and St. Louis. He badly wanted 
an opportunity to prove his worth, and is walking the walk. 

29. Very difficult few months for the owners of the ECHL’s Brampton 
Beast, who ceased operations last week. 

“A lot of emotions once you actually make the announcement,” said 
president, GM and minority owner Cary Kaplan. “A lot of people are 
affected.” 

He pointed out that the pandemic affected three seasons — last year’s 
playoffs, this year and 2021–22 — a timeline the Beast couldn’t 
overcome. 

“What we realized recently is that next season is compromised. Normally 
at this time of year, you sell a lot of season tickets, you renew your 
season tickets, you make group sales, you do a lot of sponsorship. 
There’s so much nervousness out there, we realized for the upcoming 
season … that revenues would be greatly depleted. You’re losing 
revenues in three distinct hockey seasons. As a business, it’s not 
sustainable. We came to that realization probably since Christmas, (and) 
for us that was just too much…. You try to find a way, the owners’ vote 
was Tuesday morning. We had until Wednesday to declare (our 
intentions) to the league. We looked at every possible avenue.” 

Kaplan was proud of the organization’s efforts locally, saying 680,000 
people “came to our games in seven years.” 

30. Kaplan believes Brampton (also home to the Cassie Campbell 
Community Centre) will have some level of hockey return in the future. 

“There’s no city (in Canada) the size of Brampton that doesn’t have a 
hockey team. There should be a team in that market.” 

Will your ownership group try again? 

“It’s not out of the question, (but) you need the dust to settle. Someone 
may jump in in the interim.” 

What does Kaplan think about the future of minor-league hockey? 

“Everybody that doesn’t have television revenue is in really, really dire 
straits,” he answered. “There’s a lot of prayers that (in Canada) 
everybody’s waiting for somebody to get the OK to have 20 per cent fans 
in your building or 30 per cent fans in your building. I think (the AHL and 
ECHL) are in pretty good shape, but you have to get to the other side of 
this.” 
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31. Wanted to end on this quote from Kaplan, because it stuck with me: 
“You remember the first-ever hockey game you went to. I bet you (that) 
people will remember the first game they went to after COVID. You’ll 
remember that in 30 years.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.24.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Taking stock of how Maple Leafs' depth forwards have 
performed so far 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchrisFebruary 23, 2021, 5:21 PM 

 

TORONTO — The run to the top of the NHL standings has included 
some twists and turns for the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

They’ve dressed 30 different players over the opening 20 games alone 
and practised Tuesday down seven bodies: top-six wingers Joe Thornton 
(lower body) and Zach Hyman (foot), who are both considered day-to-
day; winger Wayne Simmonds (broken wrist), who is still a few weeks 
from returning; depth forwards Alexander Barabanov and Scott Sabourin, 
who both entered the NHL’s COVID Protocol after inconclusive PCR 
tests; and defenceman Jake Muzzin (broken bone in face) and 
goaltender Frederik Andersen (lower body), who have no clear recovery 
timelines. 

The most likely of that group to dress for Wednesday’s rematch with the 
Calgary Flames is probably Barabanov. He needs one more negative 
COVID-19 test to rejoin the team. But it’s not out of the question that 
they’ll all be out. 

“I think you expect it in a year like this,” said veteran Jason Spezza. 
“There’s going to be injuries and there’s going to be guys out of the 
lineup. I think it’s been talked about ad nauseam just how things have 
changed throughout the year, but when you go through it there is an 
[adaptation period]. 

“You have to pick up the slack.” 

Spezza went on to add that he feels depth is one of the keys behind a 
14-4-2 start for the Leafs. 

With that in mind, here is a look at how each of the forwards occupying a 
spot on the fringes has played and where his stock currently rests with 
the organization: 

Stock: Strong performer 

Analysis: There’s a pretty strong case here for Spezza to get a look in the 
top six with Thornton and Hyman both out. He’s produced 2.92 points per 
hour this season in a limited role -- behind only Mitch Marner, Auston 
Matthews and Thornton among Leafs regulars -- and still moves 
surprisingly well around the ice at age 37. He’s also the team’s top 
faceoff man at 58.7 per cent and has a 52-per cent expected goals mark. 
The Leafs got him through waivers earlier this season, no doubt in part 
because Spezza’s agent said he’d retire if claimed by another team, but 
they probably don’t want to risk that again. He’s been that effective. 

Alexander Barabanov 

Stock: On the rise 

Analysis: Not only do we run into sample-size issues here, but there’s 
also recency bias. Barabanov is a relatively unknown quantity coming 
over from the KHL and he didn’t look like a NHL player through his first 
seven games. Then on Monday he got a chance to play up the lineup 
with William Nylander and Alexander Kerfoot and generated three shots, 
plus another that rang off the crossbar behind Flames goalie David 
Rittich. He caught coach Sheldon Keefe’s eye with that effort: “I thought 
he had good jump from the early going in the game. He was on the puck. 
A strength of his game is when he gets to play in the offensive zone.” 
The challenge will be recreating it on nights he plays lower in the lineup 
because top-six opportunities aren’t likely to be too plentiful for him on 
this roster. But at least he’s put himself back on the radar. 

Remaining Time -2:21 

Jason Spezza records eighth career hat trick against Canucks 

Pierre Engvall 

Stock: Trending up 

Analysis: He briefly lost his spot on the Maple Leafs roster to start the 
season, taking sharp public criticism from Keefe at the end of training 
camp. But Engvall has bounced back and performed well since assuming 
third-line centre duties after a tour on the wing. He’s a straight-line player 
that doesn’t bring much offensively, but is only being asked to keep 
things even during his minutes. And at six-foot-five there’s definitely 
potential for him to become an effective checker -- “I think a big thing for 
me is to be better at winning the pucks back, using my body to my 
advantage,” he said Tuesday, when asked about where he can find 
improvement. Engvall hasn’t locked down a full-time job yet, but he’s 
taken some steps forward in the last few weeks. 

Jimmy Vesey 

Stock: Plummeting 

Analysis: Everything is heading in the wrong direction here. Vesey 
started the season on the second line after being signed as a buy-low 
free agent, but hasn’t been able to find any traction. He played a season-
low 6:51 in Monday’s loss to Calgary and saw his point drought stretched 
to 12 games. On top of that, he’s been on the ice for 11 goals against at 
5-on-5 while playing at least 100 minutes less than any teammate near 
him in that category. Some of that can be attributed to bad luck, but very 
little has happened offensively for Vesey despite dressing for all 20 
games so far. He joined a power-play unit at Tuesday’s practice, which 
could be the boost he needs. His spot in the lineup looks increasingly 
tenuous. 

Travis Boyd 

Stock: Holding steady 

Analysis: A poor showing at training camp relegated him to early taxi 
squad duty, but he’s made good on the opportunity since. Boyd scored in 
his Leafs debut at Calgary on Jan. 26 and is generating more offensively 
with the help of some power-play reps, firing 10 shots on goal in his last 
five games. The underlying numbers include some warning signs -- 
Toronto has 44 per cent of even-strength attempts and 44 per cent of 
expected goals with him on the ice -- but he’s been opportunistic with six 
points in 12 games. Said Spezza, Boyd’s most-common linemate: “He 
forechecks hard, he’s strong on pucks, but I think what separates him is 
his hockey sense. I think he gets in good spots, he makes it easy to play 
with and he’s a guy that’s shown he’s got some offensive touch around 
the net, too.” 

Remaining Time -0:33 

Maple Leafs’ Spezza praises Boyd’s hockey sense 

Nic Petan 

Stock: Low trading volume 

Analysis: It’s difficult to draw too many conclusions here. Petan has only 
played six games this season and the Leafs are basically sawing off his 
minutes with 49.02 per cent of shot attempts and 49.6 per cent of 
expected goals. He’s personally generated one assist and eight shots on 
goal so far. Pretty good given his usage and opportunity. However, 
beyond a further run of injuries, it’s hard to envision him carving out a 
bigger niche with this group. 

Alex Galchenyuk 

Stock: TBD 

Analysis: It remains to be seen when the former third-overall draft pick 
will make his Leafs debut. He was acquired in a Feb. 15 trade from 
Carolina and the focus now is on building him up before putting him in 
the lineup. Following Tuesday’s practice, Galchenyuk put in an extra 
session with skating development consultant Barb Underhill. Said Keefe 
of the 27-year-old forward, who is now on his seventh NHL organization: 
“He’s bounced around here and he’s trying to find a home and trying to 
solidify himself in the league again and within a lineup. So we don’t want 
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to just rush and just put him in. We think we need to give him an 
opportunity at success. So there’s a couple things: Finding a comfort 
level around here with his teammates, the staff, our system, all of the 
surroundings. And then the other part of it is just his game. We think 
there’s a lot of areas we’d like to see him improve upon and reconnect 
with his skill-set and all of those kind of things. 

"We’re in no rush despite the injuries we have here. We feel like the best 
thing for Alex is to really settle in and get comfortable and look to make 
improvements so that when his opportunity comes that he can be best 
prepared for it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mike Babcock speaks on criticism: ‘Something doesn’t add 
up’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxFebruary 23, 2021, 3:44 PM 

 

During his first live interview since being fired by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Mike Babcock addressed the elephant in the room with an analogy 
he hopes the everyman can relate to: 

“Have you ever said anything to your wife you’d like to get back?” the 
coach told The Rod Pedersen Show Tuesday. 

The golden farm boy wants you to relate. He wants you to understand 
why he’s going home. 

“You know when you're reaching out and you're trying to get things back? 
My oldest girl would always say to me: ‘Dad, it’s not what you say. It's 
your tone.’ We've all made mistakes in our life. You have to own 
everything you've done wrong — I think that's really important. But I also 
think your intention is so important,” Babcock went on. 

“You can't have the wife I have and the kids I have and the family I have 
without being a good human being. I don't have any problem with that 
whatsoever. I always said to people when I went to Toronto, ‘I got half my 
salary for coaching the team and half my salary for getting whacked.’” 

In tone, Mike Babcock sounded much like the same man who bet on 
Mike Babcock in November 2019, even when he sensed his first firing as 
an NHL head coach was only hours away. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Babcock, 57, spoke on-air with conviction, enthusiasm and that 
unmistakable Sasky charm, all of which he’ll bring to his new gig 
coaching the University of Saskatchewan Huskies, starting May 1. 

He touched on the past but focused on the future. He casually referred to 
the NHL as the “Income Tax League,” which is a good line. And he 
boasted about his upcoming golf trip to the desert. 

He also avoided words like “Marner” or “Franzen” or “sorry.” (Babcock’s 
prime-time interview Wednesday with Sportsnet’s Christine Simpson 
should be more challenging.) 

People near to the serial winner advised Babcock to keep a low profile 
after his bench was transferred to Sheldon Keefe. 

So, he cashed his hefty cheques — the Leafs owe Babcock $5.875 
million per season until June 30, 2023 — and spent time outside with his 
passions (hunting, waterskiing, downhill skiing) and inside with his three 
20-something children, stuck working via Zoom. 

“When I got fired in Toronto, we went all-in on the entertainment,” 
Babcock said. “But after a while, you get tired of hearing some of the 
things. I think it's important you get to say your piece. 

“None of us are perfect. We're all trying to get better.” 

Even in his bubble, Babcock could feel the spears. 

The infamous Mitch Marner list debacle looks indefensible. Former player 
Johan Franzen revealing his mental struggles in Detroit and telling 
Swedish outlet Expressen that Babcock was “a bully who was attacking 
people” and “the worst person I have ever met” looks worse. Chris 
Chelios, the Hall of Famer, backed up Franzen. 

“I'm not a big media guy, following what's going on. You know if you're 
getting whacked or not. You also know in today's world, the way it is, 
even the people that really value you, it's hard for them to step up just 
because they're going to get whacked. I know who I am. I know what I've 
done. Some of this doesn't pass the smell test at all,” said Babcock, 
speaking during a family ski trip in Colorado. 

“It’s just common sense. When you look at my career, I've always been 
hired by people who knew me. It's not like we had a Zoom meeting.” 

Babcock rhymed off deep connections to the late Bryan Murray in 
Anaheim, Jim Nill and Ken Holland in Detroit, Steve Yzerman with 
Canada’s Olympic program, and Brendan Shanahan in Toronto. If they 
wanted to work with him after knowing the real Mike Babcock for years, 
he suggested, what’s the problem? 

“Something doesn't add up,” Babcock said. 

Babcock’s second chance begins with a two-year, full-time volunteer 
commitment to coach his alma mater, U of S. 

“I’m the transfer coach. I’m not being here 27 years,” said Babcock, 
dreams of an NHL return bubbling underneath the surface. 

Babcock and the school aim to hire the best assistant coach for the 
Huskies, then groom him the way Babcock has done for his disciples at 
the NHL level. 

Huskies’ chief athletics officer Dave Hardy reached out to Babcock 
around Christmastime, shortly after 28-year head coach Dave Adolph 
announced retirement. 

“It was the first thing that come our way that my wife didn't kinda give me 
the Heisman for,” Babcock quipped. 

“My wife's got two brothers, two sisters in the area and, probably most 
importantly, her mom and dad. They're 90 and 87, in great health and got 
a 65-year love affair going on. We figured we could join in on all that. 
Plus, get back to coaching college, which I absolutely loved. 

“We're excited. My older sister who doesn't live there just texted me the 
other day and said she might move back for the winter just to watch Dog 
hockey.” 

Mike Babcock wants you to know he’s excited and ready to be coming 
home — to the province he loves, to the bench he needs, and to his 
sliver of the spotlight. 

“The people of Saskatchewan,” he said, “helped me on my way and were 
there for me all the time. It's important that I have an opportunity to go 
back.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' loss to Flames a reminder of the security 
Andersen provides 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchrisFebruary 23, 2021, 12:49 AM 

 

TORONTO -- Given how well these first 20 games have unfolded, a flat 
effort by the Toronto Maple Leafs was not on its own any cause for 
alarm. 

The league’s best power play went 0-for-7 during Monday’s 3-0 loss to 
the Calgary Flames and its hottest goal-scorer, Auston Matthews, failed 
to register a point for the first time in 17 games. It was bound to happen 
eventually. 
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“I think we’ve shown that this is not us,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe, 
whose team has a league-best .750 points percentage to prove it. 

Where there might be some room for worry, however, is the status of No. 
1 goaltender Frederik Andersen. He was a surprise scratch at Scotiabank 
Arena. His replacement, Michael Hutchinson, said he got word early in 
the day that he’d be drawing his second start of the season against the 
Flames but there was no prior indication anything was wrong. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Andersen took part in a morning skate with teammates that lasted no 
more than 10 minutes on Monday -- incredibly short by normal standards, 
but a sensible approach before Toronto’s sixth game in nine nights. 

He occupied the starter’s net and everything appeared to be normal. At 
least until the team announced he was out with a “lower-body injury” less 
than an hour from puck drop. 

And it certainly doesn’t sound like we should expect to see Andersen 
return to the crease for Wednesday’s rematch with Calgary. 

“He’s day-to-day. That’s all I’ve got for you,” said Keefe. “I don’t know 
what’s going to happen from here.” 

Calgary was also down its usual starter Jacob Markstrom, but got a 
strong performance from David Rittich. 

Hutchinson couldn’t quite match it. He recovered reasonably well after 
surrendering a shaky opening goal that squeaked through his pads and 
left a tap-in for Sam Bennett. But he didn’t get any run support from 
teammates who were frequently mishandling pucks and unable to mount 
much of a sustained offensive push before the third period. 

Where the potential concern lies with Andersen is it may be a sign his 
body breaking down after an extremely busy start to the condensed 
season. No NHL goaltender has seen more than his 957 minutes 30 
seconds of game action and only Edmonton’s Mikko Koskinen has faced 
more than the 454 shots sent his way. 

That’s in large part due to the 10 straight starts Andersen made after 
backup Jack Campbell went down with a leg injury last month -- a string 
broken last Wednesday when Hutchinson spotted him for a 7-3 victory 
over the Ottawa Senators. 

“It has been a very busy schedule for Fred and he’s been dealing with 
some things as well that just warranted that he needed to get some time 
off here, too,” Keefe said then. 

This is not how the organization imagined things playing out in the 
crease, not after bringing Hutchinson back in October to fill the No. 4 slot 
on the depth chart. Remember that he saw his first tenure with the team 
ostensibly end when they dealt for Campbell during a game he started 
and lost at Madison Square Garden in February 2020. 

The goal for this season was to work Campbell more regularly into a 
rotation with Andersen and that plan appeared prudent with two solid 
performances until he was injured Jan. 24 at Calgary. The Leafs had 
already lost No. 3 Aaron Dell on waivers to New Jersey by that point and 
so Hutchinson found himself back in a position to play. 

While there’s a major silver lining to be found in their 14-4-2 record, the 
Leafs are weathering a storm right now. Joe Thornton (upper body), Zach 
Hyman (foot) and Wayne Simmonds (broken wrist) all missed Monday’s 
game, as did top shutdown defenceman Jake Muzzin (broken bone in his 
face). 

Remaining Time -0:33 

Tavares on how Maple Leafs' effort didn't match Flames' desperation 

The team can afford to be patient with Andersen’s injury situation 
because of its strong start and Campbell’s anticipated return to the lineup 
in the days ahead. But Toronto won’t want to have to face the more 
meaningful games to come without him. 

It has now won just seven of the 21 games where Hutchinson has been 
the goalie of record dating back to the 2018-19 season, and Campbell’s 
strong play as a Maple Leaf has to be weighed against the fact he’s still 
appeared in fewer than 70 NHL games throughout his entire career. 

Andersen is the only proven entity here and he should be handled with 
care. 

In his absence, his teammates get a pass for their low-energy outing 
against a much more desperate Flames outfit. But it was also a reminder 
of the security blanket he typically provides them. 

“I thought our team played like one that was expecting things to go bad 
and not go our way today rather than making it go our way,” said Keefe. 
“I didn’t like our mindset in that sense.” 
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TSN.CA / Andersen's status up in the air ahead of Flames rematch 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practiced at the Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Calgary Flames. 

After being a late scratch on Monday night, Frederik Andersen (lower-
body injury) did not take part in practice. 

"No further update," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "It just continues to be 
day to day as he continues to be evaluated. We are just waiting for 
improvements." 

Michael Hutchinson had his own net during Tuesday's workout while 
Jack Campbell and Joseph Woll split time at the other end. Hutchinson 
stopped 30 of 33 shots in Monday's 3-0 loss to the Flames.  

"I'm feeling better each period," said Hutchinson, who made his season 
debut last Thursday against Ottawa. "The more frequent you play, the 
quicker you get back into a groove. I got two starts here in a short period 
of time. I felt more comfortable [Monday] than I did against Ottawa. Just 
hopefully I can keep progressing my game and keep working hard in 
practice and build on it." 

Sidelined since Jan. 24 with a leg injury, Campbell is trending towards a 
return in the next week or so.   

--- 

Forwards Zach Hyman and Joe Thornton and defenceman Jake Muzzin 
also missed practice on Tuesday after sitting out Monday's game. 

"We are taking it a day at a time," said Keefe. "We will see where 
everyone is at tomorrow." 

Hyman was in a great deal of pain after taking a shot off his foot on 
Saturday in Montreal. 

    Another painful looking block for Hyman pic.twitter.com/uwqb25EVRG 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 21, 2021 

Keefe said Thornton, who recently returned from a fractured rib, is 
dealing with a lower-body issue.  

Muzzin broke a bone in his face late in Saturday’s game.  

    Muzzin got caught up high via Toffoli before the play. 

    Muzzin skated off and that's why Toffoli was left wide open 
pic.twitter.com/12nVxyvWpp 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 21, 2021 

Wayne Simmonds (broken wrist) is also currently sidelined.  
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"It is a challenge," forward Jason Spezza said of all the injuries. "We miss 
the personalities. You miss the confidence they bring to the group ... 
When you go through it, there is [some] adapting. You have to pick up 
the slack. We miss those guys. They’re great players and they’re at the 
top of our lineup for a reason, but when they come out it's an opportunity 
for other guys." 

Hyman, Thornton, Muzzin, Andersen miss practice as Leafs battle injury 
bug 

Joe Thornton, Zach Hyman, Jake Muzzin and Frederik Andersen all 
missed practice on Tuesday, and remain day-to-day with various 
ailments. With injuries mounting up, the Leafs understand that in a 
unique season, they were prepared for situations like this and will find a 
way to adapt. 

--- 

The dynamic duo of Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have played 
most of the season with either Thornton or Hyman on left wing. But with 
both guys sidelined on Monday it was John Tavares who took that spot 
before giving way to Alexander Kerfoot in the third period of a penalty-
filled game against Calgary.  

"It felt weird," said Marner. "Really couldn't get into too much of rhythm. 
The first two periods, we weren't at our best. We weren't moving very 
well. The puck wasn't moving very fast. Third period came around and 
we started moving the puck more, using our speed, trying to support 
each other in corners and getting the puck off the yellow [dasher] and 
when we're doing that, that's when we're at our best." 

The trio of Tavares, Matthews and Marner played together for seven 
minutes at even strength. The Leafs were outshot (4-8) and outscored (0-
1) in those minutes, per NaturalStatTrick.  

"Myself and Mitch, I just didn't really think we had good legs in that first 
period and a half, two periods," said Matthews, who was held without a 
point for only the second time this season. "That’s on us. John played 
well and we really didn't support him there in those first two periods. 
Then, obviously, we jumbled up the lines a bit and I thought in that third 
period we definitely played better, had the puck a lot more in their zone, 
created some good chances that we just couldn't capitalize on." 

Matthews and Marner finished with the same number of giveaways as 
shots (three).  

After the game, Keefe explained that he put Tavares on the top line 
because he wanted to maintain the Matthews-Marner magic and didn't 
love the other options.  

"The biggest thing you are looking for is somebody who allows those 
guys to do their thing and not disrupt it," Keefe said. "When they get 
moving around the offensive zone the way that they do, you can't get in 
their way. You have to have proper spacing and let them do their thing. 
Joe has done an excellent job of just attaching himself to the hash marks 
or below and playing down low." 

The Leafs didn't do any line rushes on Tuesday, but Matthews and 
Marner both indicated they liked the results with Kerfoot in the third. The 
Harvard product, who has seven points in the last eight outings, has 
made a smooth transition from centre to wing in the last few games.  

"He is a very open-minded guy," said Keefe. "He is willing to take on 
anything that you give him. In that sense, he is a good guy to have 
because, when you face situations like this where your lineup is disrupted 
through injuries, you can move him around and people like playing with 
him." 

Shot attempts favoured the Leafs 5-1 in the close to five minutes that 
Kerfoot shared the ice with Matthews and Marner at even strength.  

'It felt weird': Matthews, Marner regroup after rare quiet night 

The line of Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and John Tavares failed to 
deliver any offence on Monday night against the Flames, which had the 
duo of Marner and Matthews looking at themselves to be better with their 
skating and puck movement. Mark Masters has more. 

 --- 

 The Matthews, Marner chemistry was also missing on the man 
advantage as the NHL's best power play failed to convert on seven 
chances including a lengthy five-on-three.  

What was missing?  

"The effort," said Marner. "Getting pucks back, getting pucks to the net. 
We got to move the puck quicker ... and [have] guys getting in front of the 
net." 

A good chunk of Tuesday's practice was spent on special teams work 
with assistant coach Manny Malhotra, who runs the power play, 
delivering instructions from the white board before the reps.  

"When you have a night like that you just have to get back to your 
foundation," said Spezza. "We've probably been a little slow with our 
play. We have to have more of that attack mentality." 

The Leafs went with one stacked unit – Matthews, Marner, William 
Nylander, Tavares and Morgan Rielly – for most of the power-play 
minutes on Monday. But Tuesday's practice featured two balanced units, 
which has been Malhotra's preference most of the season. Matthews and 
Marner anchor one group with Tavares and Nylander on the other.  

"We're the top power play in the league right now so teams are going to 
kill you a little bit differently and it’s up to us to adapt to that," said 
Spezza. "But, first and foremost, it's getting back to that workmanlike 
mentality and getting second chances. A lot of times, our best chances 
come after shots and rebounds and recoveries so it's getting back to that. 
It's nothing we really have to change. It's just more tightening the habits 
up." 

Jimmy Vesey, who has failed to produce a point in the last 12 games, got 
power-play reps for the first time on Tuesday taking over as the net-front 
presence on the Matthews-Marner unit. 

The Leafs have cashed on 33.3 per cent of their power plays this season.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Vesey joins the mix as PP speeds up 

Toronto's league-leading went 0-for-7 Monday against the Flames, so the 
Leafs decided to make some personnel changes at practice on Tuesday. 
TSN's Mark Masters explains. 

 --- 

 Monday’s game featured a lot of puck bobbles and missed opportunities 
so the Leafs looked to get their mojo back at practice.  

"Just getting our feet moving and getting a lot puck touches and getting 
the confidence going," defenceman Justin Holl said of the focus. "We all 
know last night wasn't our best game and we have a lot better in us. 
We're looking for a clean slate tomorrow." 

Due to the busy schedule (five games in the last eight days), Tuesday 
was Toronto's first full team practice since Feb. 14.  

"Just a day to get your legs moving, feeling good and touching the puck," 
Marner said. 

--- 

Even with all the injuries, it appears 27-year-old forward Alex Galchenyuk 
will have to wait a bit longer to make his Leafs debut.  

"He has bounced around here," Keefe said. "He is trying to find a home 
and he is trying to solidify himself in the league again and within a lineup. 
We don't want to rush and just put him in. We think we need to give him 
an opportunity for success. There are a couple of things: finding the 
comfort level around here with his teammates, the staff, the system, and 
all of the surroundings. The other part of it is just his game. We think 
there are a lot of areas we would like to see him improve on and 
reconnect with his skill set.” 

Tuesday was Galchenyuk's first full practice since being acquired in a 
trade from Carolina on Feb. 15.  

"We feel like the best thing for Alex is to really settle in and get 
comfortable and look to make improvements so that when his opportunity 
comes, he can be best prepared for it," Keefe said. "We want to make 
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sure that we can really work to develop his game and his confidence 
properly." 

The Leafs are the seventh organization to own Galchenyuk's rights since 
he was drafted third overall in 2012.  

Galchenyuk determined to show Leafs he deserves this opportunity 

After being drafted third overall by the Canadiens and posting some 
successful years in Montreal, which includes a 30-goal season back in 
2015-16, Alex Galchenyuk has bounced around the league trying to 
regain his scoring touch. Now with the Leafs, his sixth NHL team, 
Galchenyuk is determined to show he deserves this opportunity. 

 --- 

 Forwards Alexander Barabanov and Scott Sabourin were both absent 
from practice.  

"Their PCR [COVID] tests from yesterday came back as indeterminate," 
Keefe said. "Subsequently, they were sent home to await further testing. 
Since that time, their tests were run a second time and they have come 
back negative. Their situation now is that if today’s PCR tests come back 
negative again — those results will be in the morning — they will rejoin 
the team." 

Barabanov, an import from the KHL, posted a career high in shots (three) 
and ice time (11:13) in Monday's game against the Flames and earned a 
positive review from Keefe afterwards.  

"He had good jump from the early going in the game," Keefe said. "He 
was on the puck. A strength of his game is when he gets to play in the 
offensive zone and I thought Willy had really great legs today and really 
got the puck there for that line."  

Sabourin has yet to make his Leafs debut.  

--- 

Leafs power-play units at Tuesday's practice:  

Rielly 

Matthews - Boyd - Marner 

Vesey 

Lehtonen 

Nylander - Tavares - Spezza 

Kerfoot 
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USA TODAY / NHL does major schedule revision after COVID-19, 
weather postponements 

 

USA TODAY Sports 

 

The NHL has had to rearrange the schedule on the fly this season 
because of COVID-19 postponements. 

Then this month, the Dallas Stars were unable to play four home games 
because of winter storms and power outages in the area. 

The league announced a major update to the schedule on Tuesday to 
make up for recently postponed games. 

The following games have been re-scheduled (all times p.m. ET): 

Tampa Bay at Dallas, originally Feb. 18, is now March 2 at 8:30 

Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, originally April 13, is now March 6 at 1 

Nashville at Dallas, originally Feb. 15, is now March 7 at 8 

Dallas at Columbus, originally March 15, is now March 14 at 5 

Tampa Bay at Dallas, originally Feb. 20, is now March 16 at 8:30 

Nashville at Dallas, originally Feb. 16, is now March 21 at 8:30 

Florida at Tampa Bay, originally March 16, is now March 21 at 4 

St. Louis at Colorado, originally April 20, is now April 2 at 9 

Philadelphia at Boston, originally March 7, is now April 5 at 7 

Boston at Philadelphia, originally April 5, is now April 10 at 2 

Dallas at Nashville, originally April 29, is now April 11 at 8 

Philadelphia at Washington, originally Feb. 9, is now April 13 at 7 

Tampa Bay at Nashville, originally April 12, is now April 13 at 8 

NY Islanders at Boston, originally April 14, is now April 15 at 7 

Chicago at Nashville, originally April 4, is now April 19 at 8 

Colorado at St. Louis, originally Feb. 7, is now April 20 at 8 

Philadelphia at NY Rangers, originally Feb. 14, is now April 22 at 7 

Dallas at Tampa Bay, originally March 1, is now April 29 at 7 

Dallas at Tampa Bay, originally May 4, is now May 5 at 7 

Chicago at Carolina, originally Feb. 20, is now May 6 at 7 

Dallas at Tampa Bay, originally May 10, is now May 7 at 7 

Dallas at Chicago, originally May 6, is now May 9 at 7 

Carolina at Nashville, originally May 7, is now May 10 at 8 

Dallas at Chicago, originally May 8, is now May 10 at 8 

The May 6 Tampa Bay at Florida game will be rescheduled later. 

The NHL also announced the following start time changes: 

Dallas at Columbus, originally 7 on March 13, is now 5 

Nashville at Tampa Bay, originally 7 on March 15, is now 4 

Arizona at Anaheim, originally 10 on March 20, is now 8 

Chicago at Tampa Bay, originally 7 on March 20, is now 4 

Nashville at Florida, originally 7 on March 20, is now 2 

St. Louis at Colorado, originally 3 on April 3, is now 9 
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USA TODAY / Capitals' Henrik Lundqvist shares return to ice less than 
two months after open heart surgery 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

Less than two months after undergoing open heart surgery, Henrik 
Lundqvist is back on the ice.  

The Washington Capitals goaltender, who announced in December he 
would miss the 2021 NHL season due to a heart condition that eventually 
required the surgery, posted on Instagram a clip of him stopping pucks in 
net on Tuesday.  

"The best type of workday!" Lundqvist wrote with a smiling emoji.  

The 38-year-old joined the Capitals last offseason after spending the first 
15 years of his career with the New York Rangers, who bought out the 
final year of his contract after last season. Entering the season, his 459 
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victories ranked sixth all-time and are second among active goalies 
behind the Vegas Golden Knights' Marc-Andre Fleury.  

During the announcement of his diagnosis Dec. 17, Lundqvist said "many 
weeks of tests and conversations with specialists around the country, it’s 
been determined that a heart condition will prevent me from taking the 
ice. Together, we have decided that the risk of playing before remedying 
my condition is too high, so I will spend the coming months figuring out 
the best course of action."  

But 11 days later Lundqvist revealed he would be undergoing open heart 
surgery, a procedure that took place in early January at the Cleveland 
Clinic and included an aortic valve replacement, aortic root and 
ascending aortic replacement. 

On Feb. 3, four weeks after surgery, Lundqvist said on Twitter he felt 
"strong, both body and mind filled with positive energy" and that recovery 
was going well. Two weeks later, he even went out for a run, writing, 
"Today is a good day. The checkup with the doctor this morning 
reaffirmed what I’ve been feeling last few weeks, everything looking 
great."  

It's unclear whether Lundqvist will rejoin the Capitals — currently at 21 
points (9-5-3) and second in the East behind the Boston Bruins — this 
season. 

USA TODAY LOADED: 02.24.2021 


