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Carolina Hurricanes lose third game in a row to Tampa Bay Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes were a dejected team Thursday, 
and understandably so. 

The Canes played hard and well in most areas for 60 
minutes against the Tampa Bay Lightning. They had their 
offensive chances, killed off all their penalties, played a 
physical game and maintained intensity as the game again 
had a playoff feel to it. 

It wasn’t enough. Not against the Lightning, which combined 
the cool, efficient play of goalie Curtis McElhinney and just 
enough offense for a 3-1 victory at Amalie Arena. 

For the fourth consecutive game, the Canes and Lightning 
lined up against each other after an NHL scheduling change 
last week. For the third straight time, the Lightning (13-4-1) 
won as Mikhail Sergachev, Yanni Gourde and Barclay 
Goodrow provided the goals and McElhinney made 31 saves 
against his former team in being named the game’s first star. 

“It’s deflating, no question,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said on the postgame interview call. “We were the better 
team tonight. I thought it might have been our best game 
overall against them. We had a lot of Grade-As (chances) 
and didn’t give up much hardly. Unfortunately, that’s hockey.” 

The Canes’ Sebastian Aho said the game was lost on the 
power play as Carolina went 0-5. But so did the Lightning. 
Neither team had an edge on special teams as the penalty 
killers for each team were well-prepared. The Canes had 
some shorthanded chances. 

“We probably could have had five or six more power plays, to 
be honest,” Brind’Amour said. “It was weird how that worked 
out. But you’ve got to move on.” 

Defenseman Brett Pesce beat McElhinney off the rush in the 
first period for his second goal of the season, with Jesper 
Fast setting up the shot and Aho also assisting. But that was 
all McElhinney allowed as the Canes fell to 12-6-1. 

McElhinney’s best save might have been in the second 
period, when he stretched across the crease with his right 
leg to make a toe save on a Steven Lorentz shot. In the first 
period, Andrei Svechnikov nearly scored on a backhander 
that hit the far post, and the Canes had other near-misses. 

Canes goalie James Reimer wasn’t as good this night. After 
Tampa Bay won a second-period faceoff in the Canes zone, 
Sergachev grabbed the puck, skated in and beat him with a 
quick, short-side shot — for Reimer, a soft goal. Gourde 
went top-shelf from the right circle at 6:22 of the third for a 2-
1 lead. 

That was the difference as Goodrow scored an empty-net 
goal for the second game in a row after Reimer was pulled. 

“I felt the effort was there all night,” Aho said. “We battled 
hard. There’s a reason they’re the defending champions. The 
games are hard, but that’s way it should be. It was tough 
games and two good teams competing. out there.” 

The Canes had 38 scoring chances to the Lightning’s 23 and 
a 15-3 advantage in “high-danger” scoring chances in the 
game, according to the Natural Stat Trick hockey analytics 
website. Those were the numbers, but a regulation loss is a 
regulation loss. 

And as Brind’Amour quickly noted after the game, “It doesn’t 
get any easier.” 

The Canes, with 25 points, have dropped to fourth in the 
Central Division. Leading the division with 28 points are the 
Florida Panthers (13-4-2), who will host the Canes in the 
next two games on Saturday and Monday.  

“It’s the NHL and there’s no easy nights,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We got a taste of it this week and, obviously, it’s a tough 
week for us.  

“Guys are down right now because they played really hard 
and deserved a better outcome. I asked a lot of them and I 
thought they rose to the occasion. Overall I can’t be unhappy 
with the way we played.”
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Hurricanes can’t solve Lightning, drop third straight to defending champs 

Carolina managed just one goal total in two games in Tampa 
Bay 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes’ seemingly never-ending series of games 
against the Lightning came to an end Thursday with Tampa 
Bay winning 3-1 at home to take three of four from Carolina. 

Brett Pesce had the lone goal for Carolina, and Yanni 
Gourde’s deflected shot beat James Reimer with under 14 
minutes left in the game and turned out to be the deciding 
goal. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes finished their four-game stretch against 
the Lightning with just one win, but coach Rod Brind’Amour 
was happy with his team’s overall performance over the past 
six days. 

“It’s unfortunate we didn’t get results,” he said. “I thought, for 
the most part, four games, it could have went either way in 
pretty much every game.” 

Take away the empty-net goals for both sides, and the 
Lightning outscored Carolina 7-6 during the four games. 

2. It’s a good day to cash in your stock in Fox 40. No, that’s 
not a TV station — it’s the company that provides the NHL 
officials with their whistles. The refs called 12 minor penalties 
Thursday night, and the game felt disjointed and lacked flow 
because of it. It was a shame that a four-game set that has 
seen both teams showcase what makes them Stanley Cup 
contenders ended with a fizzle — or rather, a whistle. 

“It is hard, hard to keep everybody engaged, maybe,” 
Brind’Amour said of the penalties resulting in lots of special 
teams play. “But that’s the same for both teams. You’d like to 
see more flow, obviously, but that’s not the way went.” 

Both teams were 0-for-5 on the power play, a result that, if 
different for either team, could have changed the game 
dramatically. 

“Our penalty kill was good, so good job on that, but our 
power play needs to be better,” Sebastian Aho said. 

3. The Hurricanes leave the series perhaps a little humbled 
but not running to the airport with their tails between their 
legs. Carolina is still 12-6-1 despite only having No. 1 goalie 
Petr Mrazek for 182 minutes this season and losing the last 
three while without Teuvo Teravainen. 

The Lightning aren’t injury-free by any means — Nikita 
Kucherov hasn’t played this season and Anthony Cirelli is out 
with an upper-body injury — but it’s worth noting the 

Lightning would be way over the cap if Kucherov were able 
to play. 

The point is, the Hurricanes are still right there with the top 
teams in the NHL, and they’ll get a chance at redemption 
with two games in Florida against this season’s surprise 
team, the 13-4-2 Panthers. 

“It doesn’t get any easier,” Brind’Amour said. “Now we got 
Florida, and they’re playing great. … There’s no easy night, 
and we got a taste of that here this week. Obviously, that’s a 
tough week for us, but I just think the guys are down right 
now because they played really hard and deserved a better 
outcome. I asked a lot of them tonight, and I thought they 
rose to the occasion. 

“We had a couple guys who could be better, for sure,” he 
continued. “But overall, I can’t be unhappy with the way we 
played tonight.” 

Number To Know 

0 — Shots on goal for Dougie Hamilton, the second time this 
season he’s been held without one after his 296-game streak 
was snapped earlier this season. His new streak lasted just 
15 games, and he was credited with six shot attempts (four 
blocked, two missed). 

They Said It 

“That’s a great team. I mean, there’s a reason why they are 
defending champions, and the games were hard. But that’s 
how it should be. It’s tough games and two good teams 
competing out there.” 

— Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes center 

Plus 

Brett Pesce, Hurricanes defenseman — Pesce continues to 
be Carolina’s best overall defenseman this season. He 
scored the game’s only goal, his second of the year, by 
jumping into the play and finishing off a pass from Jesper 
Fast to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 14:23 of the first. 
For the game, Pesce also had team-highs in shots on goal 
(4), shot attempts (7), blocked shots (3) and time on ice 
(23:49). 

Minus 

James Reimer, Hurricanes goalie — When they were 
winning, the Hurricanes were scoring goals in buckets and 
getting key saves. They didn’t get either Thursday in Tampa, 
and Reimer (19 saves) allowed a soft goal on Lightning 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev just past the game’s midway 
point and was later beat on a deflected shot from a wide 
angle that rattled in over his right shoulder. 
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Goal support is certainly very important, but to beat a team 
like the Lightning the Hurricanes need as few mistakes as 

possible, and the two goals he allowed — certainly the first 
— opened the door for Tampa Bay.

 

 

Recap: Canes Fall to Bolts in Finale of Four-Game Set 

Pesce opens the scoring, but Tampa scores three 
unanswered 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - The Carolina Hurricanes were bested again by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, 3-1, in the finale of a four-game set 
between the two divisional foes. 

Brett Pesce opened the scoring in the game, but the 
Lightning scored three unanswered goals, including an 
empty netter late. 

The Difference 

Sometimes the better team doesn't win the game. 
Sometimes a goaltender can steal a win. The Hurricanes 
know Curtis McElhinney is capable of that. After all, 
McElhinney stole some games for the Canes in the 2018-19 
season. He did it again tonight, only this time it was against 
the Canes. 

McElhinney turned aside 31 of the 32 shots he faced, helping 
the Lightning bottle their third straight win against the Canes. 

And the thing is? It was probably the Canes' most complete 
game of their last four. But that's the way the puck bounces 
sometimes. 

"It's deflating, no question. We were the better team tonight," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "A lot of grade-As, and 
we didn't give up much. I was really, really happy. 
Unfortunately, that's hockey. You get some bad bounces, 
and a couple things don't go your way." 

Yanni Gourde tallied the game-winning goal, a quick wrister 
in transition that appeared to subtly change direction off the 
blade of Brock McGinn and find the top far corner. 

"Guys are down right now because they played really hard 
and deserved a better outcome. I asked a lot of them, and 
they rose to the occasion," Brind'Amour said. "I can't be 
unhappy with the way we played tonight." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: The start 

Jordan Staal was adamant that after being shut out on 
Wednesday night, the Canes would be better in the second 
half of the back-to-back. 

"We're going to get right back at it and show them our best," 
he said. 

Response: delivered. 

With a little less than six minutes left in the first period, the 
Canes cashed in on their much better start. Jesper Fast 
snuck a pass under the defense of Blake Coleman, and Brett 
Pesce, who hopped into the rush, finished off the scoring 
play for his second goal of the season. 

The Canes' play didn't really taper off from there, even 
though they couldn't get the puck past McElhinney again. It 
was a solid effort all around, exactly the type of bounce-back 
you wanted to see after just not having it the night prior. 

"It's a tough one," Sebastian Aho said. "I felt like the effort 
was there all night." 

Minus: Power play 

There was a good bit of special teams play - the bulk of it 
coming in the middle 30 minutes of the game - and though 
the Canes were a perfect 5-for-5 on the penalty kill, they 
couldn't strike on the power play. The Canes finished the 
night 0-for-5 on the man advantage, this for a power play that 
was seventh-best in the league coming into the game. 

"The penalty kill was good, but our power play needs to be 
better," Aho said. "We battled hard, but the power play cost 
us the game." 

That's not to say the power play was a mess, either, because 
it wasn't. At times, it was threatening. Chances were there. 
Shots were there. Even the post pitched in for the Lightning's 
penalty kill. The Canes just couldn't buy one on the power 
play, something that might have changed the outcome of the 
game. 

"The power play, it would have been nice to click. We did 
have a couple good looks and posts," Brind'Amour said. 
"There were some good things on the power play, but it just 
didn't happen for us tonight." 

After scoring at least one power-play goal in five straight 
games, the Canes managed just one goal on the man 
advantage in this four-game set against the Lightning. 

Stats Pack 

0-for-10: The Canes and Lightning were a combined 0-for-10 
on the power play, especially notable given the talent level 
on either side. On the flip side of the coin, it was a letter-
perfect evening for both penalty killing squads. 
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11: Aho tallied his team-leading 11th assist on Pesce's goal 
in the first period. 

You Be the Judge 

McGinn had the stick slashed out of his hands on a 
shorthanded break, but instead of awarding a penalty shot to 
McGinn, the officials sent Alex Killorn to the penalty box. 

Deciding what is and isn't worthy of a penalty shot is the new 
goaltender interference. 

Quote of the Night 

"Two good teams competing out there. We didn't get the 
result we wanted, but those games were hard-fought 
games." - Sebastian Aho 

Up Next 

For the first time in a week, the Canes will play a different 
team, though they're remaining in the state of Florida. It's 
now off to Sunrise for a two-game set against the Panthers 
beginning on Saturday.

 

 

Lightning win third straight against Hurricanes 

Gourde breaks tie in third, McElhinney makes 31 saves for 
Tampa Bay 

By Corey Long 

TAMPA -- Curtis McElhinney made 31 saves for the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in a 3-1 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at 
Amalie Arena on Thursday. 

Yanni Gourde scored the tiebreaking goal in the third period 
for the Lightning (13-4-1), who won the final three games of 
the four-game set. 

"Short season and playing against these guys a lot … these 
points are massive," Gourde said. "So it's great to finish this 
with two points tonight." 

Brett Pesce scored, and James Reimer made 19 saves for 
the Hurricanes (12-6-1), who won 4-0 on Feb. 20 but were 
outscored 10-3 in the final three games. 

"It's unfortunate we didn't get results," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Over the four games, for the most part, it 
could've went either way in pretty much every game. 
Obviously, there are some areas we've got to shore up and 
get better." 

Gourde gave Tampa Bay a 2-1 lead at 6:22 of the third when 
he took a stretch pass from Victor Hedman and beat Reimer 
with a snap shot off the left post from the top of the right 
circle. 

Barclay Goodrow scored into an empty net at 18:44 for the 3-
1 final. 

"We see these guys a lot, they know us, we know them, and 
it feels like a playoff game out there," Gourde said. 
"Obviously, we needed a better game tonight, but we were 
fortunate enough to come up with the win because 
McElhinney was amazing in the net." 

McElhinney, who was playing his third game this season and 
allowed six goals on Feb. 15 (a 6-4 loss to the Florida 
Panthers), came up with several big saves for the Lightning, 
including a pad save on a one-timer from below the left hash 
marks by Brady Skjei with 2:49 remaining.  

"I don't know if we gave out three stars," Tampa Bay coach 
Jon Cooper said. "But he should've been star one, two and 
three." 

Pesce gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 14:23 of the first period, 
finishing a 2-on-1 after receiving a pass from Jesper Fast.  

"I think the biggest thing is that we've got to play a 60-minute 
game," Pesce said. "A team like this, they're so good, if you 
take a breath out there for a shift or two shifts, they are going 
to capitalize or at least get all the momentum." 

The Hurricanes outshot the Lightning 13-6 in the first period. 

"We were the better team tonight," Brind'Amour said. "This 
might've been our best game overall against them. We got a 
lot of Grade A's and didn't give up much hardly. I was really, 
really happy. But unfortunately, that's hockey. You get some 
bad bounces and things don't go your way. " 

Mikhail Sergachev scored his first of the season to tie it 1-1 
at 12:39 of the second period when he made a strong move 
to the net and shot the puck under Reimer's blocker from a 
sharp angle. 

Carolina, which entered the game seventh in the NHL on the 
power play at 28.1 percent, had four opportunities in the 
second and third periods but did not score. 

"Obviously, the power play costs us the game," Hurricanes 
forward Sebastian Aho said. "Scoring goals on the power 
play is our game."  

Brind'Amour said, "Power play … would've been nice to 
click, but we did have a couple good looks and posts. There 
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were some good things on the power play, but it didn't 
happen for us tonight." 

NOTE: Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak left with a lower-
body injury in the second period after blocking a shot. 
Cooper did not have an update but said it would "be a tough 
blow if he's out."

 

 

McElhinney leads Lightning to 3-1 win over Hurricanes 

By Erik Erlendsson 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Curtis McElhinney stopped 31 shots 
and picked up an assist to lead the Tampa Bay Lightning to a 
3-1 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

Mikhail Sergachev, Yanni Gourde and Barclay Goodrow all 
scored for Tampa Bay, which won three of the four 
consecutive meetings between the teams. 

“When you get into a series where you are playing a team 
four straight, you get pretty familiar with yourself,” said 
McElhinney, who made his third start of the season. “There 
wasn’t much room out there. I have to really hand it to our 
guys, I thought we really hung in there. That’s a huge two 
points for everybody in that dressing room.’’ 

Brett Pesce scored the lone goal for Carolina, which has lost 
three straight games in regulation for the first time since Dec. 
21-27, 2019. James Reimer finished with 19 saves. 

“It’s deflating, no question. We were the better team tonight,” 
Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “This might’ve 
been our best game overall against them. We got a lot of 
grade-As and didn’t give up much hardly. I was really, really 
happy.  

“But unfortunately that’s hockey. You get some bad bounces 
and things don’t go your way.” 

After lamenting their starts in the previous two games, the 
Hurricanes started the game strong Thursday and registered 
six of the seven opening shots of the game. Carolina was 
rewarded with the first goal on a 2-on-1 with Jesper Fast 
feeding the pass across to Pesce, who jumped up on the 
rush, for a 1-0 lead at 14:23 of the first period. 

After the teams kept trading — and failing to convert — on 
power-play chances, Tampa Bay tied the game at even 
strength. Off an offensive zone faceoff, Brayden Point won 
the draw clean back to Sergachev, who slipped a forehand 
under the arm of Reimer for his first goal of the season at 
12:39 of the second period. 

“I’ve been waiting 18 games now, so it’s nice,” Sergachev 
said. “And it came at the right time — we needed a goal and 
that one went in.’’ 

Tampa Bay took the lead for the first time early in the third as 
Victor Hedman hit Gourde with a stretch pass just outside 
the Carolina blue line. Gourde skated to the top of the right 
circle before ripping a slap shot to the far post for his fifth of 
the season at 6:22. 

McElhinney picked up the secondary assist on the play for 
his fifth career NHL point, and first with the Lightning.  

“Let’s be honest, the game wasn’t pretty and our game was 
subpar and not what we are used to,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “However, our gamesmanship was outstanding 
and there is something to be said for that. And when things 
aren’t going right, you have to find ways to game things out 
— and that’s what we did.’’ 

Goodrow, as he did Wednesday, sealed the victory with an 
empty-net goal after intercepting Jaccob Slavin’s pass 
attempt just outside the Carolina blue line. The goal, his fifth 
of the season, came with 1:16 left. 

“That’s a great team. There’s a reason why they are 
defending champions,” Carolina forward Sebastien Aho said. 
“The games are hard, but that’s how it should be. Tough 
games and two teams out there competing. We didn’t get the 
results we wanted, but those games are helpful games.’’ 

CERNAK INJURED 

Tampa Bay D Erik Cernak did not play the final 12:13 of the 
second period after blocking a shot on the penalty kill and did 
not return for the start of the third period. The team 
announced Cernak would miss the remainder of the game 
after suffering an undisclosed lower body injury. 

GARDINER ABSENT 

Carolina D Jake Gardiner, who played in Wednesday’s 
game, was a scratch for the third time in four games. 
Gardiner has no goals, seven assists and is a plus-3 in 16 
games. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Florida on Saturday. 

Lightning: Host Dallas on Saturday.
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NHL Power Rankings: 7th Annual Hockey Haiku Edition 

By Luke Fox 

Our Power Rankings 
Crammed into tiny poems 
Easy-to-read fare 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning  

Champs keep on truckin’ 
Hedman eyes one more Norris 
All this without Kuch 

2. Boston Bruins  
Pink shades, cap flipped back 
Sun’s out, sniper’s out, sing out 
“Barbie Girl,” Pasta 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
Panic attacks spread 
Sweat, fear, overwhelming dread… 
“Freddie’s day-to-day” 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 
C-3PO shine 
Gleams like hope, suns slicing night 
Vegas gold helmets 

5. Colorado Avalanche  
Saves for days, mad chill 
Still sunglasses and Advil 
The Grubauer mood 

6. Florida Panthers  
Pay goalie 10 M’s 
Yet ECHL longshot 
Cashes more wins… wow 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 
Canes now piling goals, 
Leafs playing D, cats love dogs 
Mass hysteria 

8. Winnipeg Jets  
Secret to success 
Is strength up the gut — one, two 
Scheifele, Dubois punch 

9. Edmonton Oilers 
Poke-steal, kick to blade, 
Nine fast handles, Eyes sell pass, 
Puck snaps… Connor wows 

10. Washington Capitals  
Fear does not exist 
In this dojo, no mercy 
Lavi: “Sweep the leg!” 

11. Chicago Blackhawks  
Claim to know hockey 
But deep down? Never heard of 
Suter, Lankinen 

12. Los Angeles Kings  
Kopitar on fire 
Doughty, Brown, Carter as well 
Is this 2012? 

13. Philadelphia Flyers  
Tucked ’round dark corners, 
Hides in kids’ closets, ’neath beds 
Just waiting… Gritty 

14. New York Islanders 
Locked down like COVID 
Best offence is good defence 
At least Barzal flies 

15. St. Louis Blues  
Junior gold medal 
Breakout season in the Lou 
Meet Jordan Kyrou 

16. Minnesota Wild 
Kaprizov shining, 
Mats back, retro sweaters pop 
Good things in Minny 

17. Montreal Canadiens  
Goals dry, human Price 
Mighty Habs fire Julien 
Juggernaut no more 

18. Dallas Stars 
Global pandemics 
And freak power outages 
League’s fewest games played 

19. Pittsburgh Penguins 
One thousand games played 
What a grand thing to have seen 
Tell kids you saw Sid 

20. Arizona Coyotes  
Legacy favours 
Carey Price, but Canada 
Should look at Kuemper 

21. Calgary Flames 
The Flames’ Coaching Tre(e): 
Bob Hartley, Glen Gulutzan, 
Bill Peters, Geoff Ward 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets 
Sharp splinters prod pants 
No glance from above, just shame 
Coach Torts has benched me 

23. New Jersey Devils  
If Hischier gets C 
Midwinter without fans’ cheer, 
Does anyone hear? 
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24. New York Rangers 
Mika starting slow, 
Tony waived, Artemi leaves 
Big Apple bitten 

25. Vancouver Canucks  
A riddle to solve: 
If Aquilini believes, 
Why no green for Green? 

26. San Jose Sharks 
Given a penny 
For each Brent Burns Kit Kat ad, 
Pockets’d be chunky 

27. Buffalo Sabres  
Think it can’t get worse? 
Seventy-two million dollars 
On a healthy scratch 

28. Nashville Predators  
Frigid water smacks 
Face, franchise sees clear what’s true 
Time for a rebuild 

29. Anaheim Ducks 
Someone, anyone 
Help Gibson by scoring goals? 
Zegras enters chat 

30. Detroit Red Wings  
A once-great empire 
Crumbles to ash, awaits spark 
To rise like phoenix 

31. Ottawa Senators 
Deepest of rebuilds 
Two years from two years away 
Four goals slip per night

 

 

Canes drop third straight to Lightning 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost their third-straight game to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, 3-1, Thursday night at Amalie Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost their third straight game to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning Thursday night at Amalie Arena by a 
final score of 3-1.  

For the first time in two games, the Hurricanes looked like 
the much better team from the jump and for the most part 
they were. However, goaltending was the deciding factor for 
the close game. 

The Canes opted to shift up their lineup a little for the game 
with James Reimer cycling into the net, Jesper Fast being 
promoted to the first line and Haydn Fleury drawing in for 
Jake Gardiner. 

Off the bat, it seemed like these decisions were paying off for 
Carolina as the Canes finally showed up and dominated the 
first period. After two dismal showings in the opening 20 the 
previous two games, Carolina finally seemed to have Tampa 
Bay on their heels. 

And as such, they capitalized on that pressure with the first 
goal of the game. 

It was a full line effort from the Canes’ top three, ending up in 
a great finish by offensive juggernaut Brett Pesce.  

The play all started at the center-ice line where Andrei 
Svechnikov — who was inches away from getting the 
opening goal himself if not for some pesky metal — took a hit 
to make a pass up the ice.  

Sebastian Aho took it, entered the zone and then made a 
subtle cut back to give himself separation from the 

defenders. When the space was achieved and the defender 
was stuck in place, Aho dropped it off to Fast streaking in. 

Fast took the puck, blew past the first defender and with only 
one left, he laced the puck across the ice to Pesce who 
engaged at the perfect time and made no mistake blasting it 
home.  

The Canes managed to keep up pressure, but some stellar 
goaltending from Curtis McElhinney, including a sprawling 
toe save on Steven Lorentz, kept the game close. 

And it was some not so stellar goaltending on the other end 
that saw the game slip away. The first one came off of a 
Lightning faceoff win, where Tampa’s Mikhail Sergachev 
skated down the wall and shot it from an awkward angle by 
the goalline that slipped through Reimer’s arm.  

The backbreaker came a period later, as it was Yanni 
Gourde who skated in with a Carolina defender keeping him 
to the outside. He released a shot from the top of the circle 
that just beat Reimer cleanly, and that was all it took. 

The whole game had been a struggle for either team to really 
gain any sustained momentum as the officials were involved 
in the game heavily with a total of ten penalties called. In the 
opening 40 minutes alone, 14:58 of it was played at 5v4.  

But neither team had any success on the power play as both 
penalty kills came up perfect.  

Carolina couldn’t find a way to break through Curtis 
McElhinney and the Bolts, and an empty-net goal for Barclay 
Goodrow sealed the game. 

The Canes will continue their road trip in Florida and will play 
the Panthers twice, starting Saturday at 7 p.m. 
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Aho, Pesce on third straight loss 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost 3-1 to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
along with Sebastian Aho and Brett Pesce spoke to the 
media via Zoom. 

By Ryan Henkel and Andrew Schnittker 

The Hurricanes suffered a hard-fought loss to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning Thursday night in which they were the better 
team, but fell 3-1 nonetheless.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce and Sebastian Aho spoke to 
the media after the game. Here’s a full breakdown of what 
they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On all the penalties disrupting the flow: It’s hard to keep 
everybody engaged maybe. But it’s the same for both teams. 
I’d like to see more flow, obviously, but that’s the way it went. 

On the Canes feeling like they deserved better: It’s deflating, 
no question. We were the better team tonight. I thought it 
might have been our best game overall against them. 
There’s a lot of grade-As. We didn’t give up much, hardly. I 
was really, really happy. That’s hockey, unfortunately. You 
get some bad bounces, and a couple things don’t go your 
way. We probably could have had five or six more power 
plays, to be quite honest with you. It was weird how that 
worked out. But you’ve got to move on. 

On playing Tampa four games in a row: It doesn’t get any 
easier. Now we’ve got Florida. They’re playing great. So I 
don’t know. You have to play them at some point. It’s a little 
easier on the travel when we can stay in one town, play a 
couple games. It is what it is. It’s unfortunate we didn’t get 
results. I thought for the most part, four games, it could have 
went either way in pretty much every game. Obviously 
there’s areas we need to shore up and get better. The power 
play would have been nice to click, but we did have a couple 
good looks and posts, there were some good things on the 
power play. It just didn’t happen for us tonight.  

On the Canes being battle tested: Everybody is. It’s the NHL. 
I mean, there’s no easy nights. We got a taste of it here this 

week. That’s a tough week for us. I just think guys are down 
right now because they played really hard and deserved a 
better outcome. I asked a lot of them tonight and I thought 
they rose to the occasion. We had a couple guys that could 
be better, for sure. But overall, I can’t be unhappy with the 
way we played tonight. 

Sebastian Aho 

On the team’s mood following the loss: It was a tough one. I 
felt like the effort was there all night and we battled hard. 
Obviously the power play cost us a game. If we score a goal 
on the power play, then that’s our game.  

On if it was difficult to get into a rhythm due to the amount of 
penalties called: Sometimes it’s tough. It depends on how 
you play on the power play or penalty kill. It depends on that 
in my opinion. I think if you play well on them, then it’s pretty 
much normal, but if you miss on your chances then it’s a little 
tougher to get to a 5-on-5 game. 

On if it was a case of the penalty killers knowing the power 
play’s tendencies due to the amount of games played in a 
row: Yeah, but on the flip side we should know their PK and 
what they do on the kill. It goes both ways. Our penalty kill 
was good too. It was a good job on that, but our power play 
needs to be better. 

On how difficult it was to play Tampa four-straight times: 
They’re a great team. There’s a reason why they are 
defending champions and the games were hard. But that’s 
how it should be. Tough games with two good teams 
competing out there. We didn’t get the results we wanted, 
but I think those four games were good games. 

Brett Pesce 

On what to take away from the four-game series: I think the 
biggest thing is that we have to play a 60-minute game. A 
team like this, they’re so good. If you kind of take a breath 
out there for a shift or two, then they’re going to capitalize or 
at least they’re going to gain momentum. Then it’s kind of 
hard to get back into the fight. We just need to do a better job 
of just playing a full 60.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249515200.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/02/hurricanes-cant-solve-lightning-drop-third-straight-to-defending-champs/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-fall-to-lightning-in-four-game-set-finale/c-321814490 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-game-recap/c-321278048 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-curtis-mcelhinney-mikhail-sergachev-nhl-tampa-bay-lightning-22882592e221b78cbcf6e98d3649939c 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/jets-prospect-cole-perfetti-soaking-job-training-ahl/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/25/22302396/canes-drop-third-straight-to-lightning 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/25/22302417/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-brett-pesce-sebastian-aho 
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Carolina Hurricanes lose third game in a row to Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 25, 2021 06:47 PM  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes were a dejected team Thursday, and 
understandably so. 

The Canes played hard and well in most areas for 60 minutes against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. They had their offensive chances, killed off all their 
penalties, played a physical game and maintained intensity as the game 
again had a playoff feel to it. 

It wasn’t enough. Not against the Lightning, which combined the cool, 
efficient play of goalie Curtis McElhinney and just enough offense for a 3-
1 victory at Amalie Arena. 

For the fourth consecutive game, the Canes and Lightning lined up 
against each other after an NHL scheduling change last week. For the 
third straight time, the Lightning (13-4-1) won as Mikhail Sergachev, 
Yanni Gourde and Barclay Goodrow provided the goals and McElhinney 
made 31 saves against his former team in being named the game’s first 
star. 

“It’s deflating, no question,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on the 
postgame interview call. “We were the better team tonight. I thought it 
might have been our best game overall against them. We had a lot of 
Grade-As (chances) and didn’t give up much hardly. Unfortunately, that’s 
hockey.” 

The Canes’ Sebastian Aho said the game was lost on the power play as 
Carolina went 0-5. But so did the Lightning. Neither team had an edge on 
special teams as the penalty killers for each team were well-prepared. 
The Canes had some shorthanded chances. 

“We probably could have had five or six more power plays, to be honest,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was weird how that worked out. But you’ve got to 
move on.” 

Defenseman Brett Pesce beat McElhinney off the rush in the first period 
for his second goal of the season, with Jesper Fast setting up the shot 
and Aho also assisting. But that was all McElhinney allowed as the 
Canes fell to 12-6-1. 

McElhinney’s best save might have been in the second period, when he 
stretched across the crease with his right leg to make a toe save on a 
Steven Lorentz shot. In the first period, Andrei Svechnikov nearly scored 
on a backhander that hit the far post, and the Canes had other near-
misses. 

Canes goalie James Reimer wasn’t as good this night. After Tampa Bay 
(13-4-1) won a second-period faceoff in the Canes zone, Sergachev 
grabbed the puck, skated in and beat him with a quick, short-side shot — 
for Reimer, a soft goal. Gourde went top-shelf from the right circle at 6:22 
of the third for a 2-1 lead. 

That was the difference as Goodrow scored an empty-net goal for the 
second game in a row after Reimer was pulled. 

“I felt the effort was there all night,” Aho said. “We battled hard. There’s a 
reason they’re the defending champions. The games are hard, but that’s 
way it should be. It was tough games and two good teams competing. 
out there.” 

The Canes had 33 scoring chances to the Lightning’s 23 and a 12-3 
advantage in “high-danger” scoring chances in the game, according to 
the Natural Stat Trick hockey analytics website. Those were the 
numbers, but a regulation loss is a regulation loss. 

And as Brind’Amour quickly noted after the game, “It doesn’t get any 
easier.” 

The Canes, with 25 points, have dropped to fourth in the Central Division. 
Leading the division with 28 points are the Florida Panthers (13-4-2), who 
will host the Canes in the next two games on Saturday and Monday. 

“It’s the NHL and there’s no easy nights,” Brind’Amour said. “We got a 
taste of it this week and, obviously, it’s a tough week for us. 

“Guys are down right now because they played really hard and deserved 
a better outcome. I asked a lot of them and I thought they rose to the 
occasion. Overall I can’t be unhappy with the way we played.” 
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Checking In On Some Ex-Hurricanes Around the League 

 

February 25, 2021  

by Alex Ohari 

 

There’s nothing worse in life as a sports fan than seeing your favorite 
player leave your team for another. Unfortunately, in pro sports, it’s a 
common occurrence, as teams are constantly looking for ways to 
upgrade and evolve as a group.  

That leads to roster turnover, which includes fan favorites being moved 
along from a franchise. Whether it be scheme fit, age, declining play or 
other factors, every emotionally-attached hockey fan has experienced 
this heartbreak. Today, we’ll take a look at how some familiar faces are 
doing elsewhere in the NHL since moving on from Carolina. I tried to 
focus on mostly recently-departed players, as well as a couple of fun 
throwback Canes.  

Forwards 

Eric Staal 

I’ve yet to watch Eric play this season, but the stats show he’s settling in 
decently with the Buffalo Sabree. He’s got there goals and three assists 
in 15 games – which is modest production, but playing 15 minutes a 
night. He’s a fixture on their second PP unit as well. 
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trade deadline 

At 36, Staal’s best days are undoubtedly behind him, but he can still be a 
welcomed contributor to a playoff team, and offers vital experience. But 
considering he’s in Buffalo, it seems unlikely his playoff experience is put 
to use this season.  

Jeff Skinner 

To absolutely no one’s surprise, Skinner’s ludicrous 8-year, $72-million 
max contract extension has yielded horrid returns for the Sabres thus far. 
Since signing the deal after his 40-goal year in 2018-19, he has just 14 
goals and 24 points in 73 games since then – and has yet to score in 14 
games this season. He’s also been relegated to their fourth-line, and he’s 
recently been made a healthy scratch for their past two games. It’s hard 
not to miss his smile, but the Canes dodged a massive bullet on that 
contract; and have prospects Pyotr Kochetkov (G) as well as Alexander 
Nikishin (D) to show for the trade. 

Elias Lindholm 

I was always a huge fan of Lindholm during his time as a Cane. His 
vision, patience, playmaking ability and overall hockey sense had me 
convinced he had a lot more production in him than we’d seen. 
Obviously, things have gone fantastically for him in Calgary, and he’s 
continued his great play with 17 points in 19 games thus far in 2020-21. 

He’s on an absolute bargain of a contract with just a 4.85 million AAV 
until 2024, and he’ll likely play out his prime years as a Flame. 

Julien Gauthier 

Gauthier, who one of the Canes’ first-round picks in 2016, hasn’t really 
had seen his career take off the way we’d expected. He was traded last 
winter to the Rangers for prospect D Joey Keane, and many felt “Goat” 
would have a better opportunity there. However, it’s been a rough 
adjustment. He did score his first NHL goal this season, but that’s his 
only point in 10 games this year – and has served as a healthy scratch 
recently. With just three points in 22 games for New York since the trade, 
it’s hard to imagine the Canes regretting moving on from him. 

Erik Haula 

Included as a piece in the Vinny Trocheck deal, Haula parted ways with 
Florida last fall after just a seven-game tenure and now finds himself in 
Nashville. Remarkably, Haula hasn’t scored a single goal in 23 games 
since leaving Carolina and has just six points overall. Quite a downward 
trend for a guy who, at one point in time, looked like a potential piece of 
the puzzle for the Canes. 

Lucas Wallmark 

Post-Canes life hasn’t been overly kind to Wallmark. Along with Haula, 
he had a quick exit from Florida in the offseason and signed a one-year 
contract with the Chicago Blackhawks. Unfortunately for him, he wound 
up on the COVID-19 list and has missed 13 of 20 games for the team, 
which includes a couple of healthy scratches. He has three assists in 
seven games, but his ice-time, and role, have diminished. Here’s hoping 
he can get back on track. 

Janne Kuokkanen 

The Devils traded Sami Vatanen for Kuokkanen last winter and then re-
signed Vatanen in the offseason; effectively adding Kuokkanen for free. 
He was a longshot in the Canes’ organization due to overall depth but 
has managed to carve out a role in New Jersey. 

He scored his first NHL goal on Jan. 30, 2021, and has contributed six 
points in 12 games thus far. He’s only playing 12:15 a game but has 
carved out a nice role in an NHL bottom-six, which is likely more than he 
had in his Raleigh future. 

Clark Bishop 

Bishop has skated in three games for the Senators’ AHL affiliate in 
Belleville. He’s scored a goal in that time but looks like nothing more than 
a depth AHL player for a team loaded with young talent. 

Phil Di Giuseppe 

PDG continues to cling onto his NHL life and has contributed five assists 
in 15 games for the Rangers. At this point, he’s seemingly established 
himself as an NHL fourth-liner and is pretty solid in his role. Good for him! 

Bonus – Sergey Tolchinsky 

Though no longer in the NHL, Tolchinsky, once among the most exciting 
prospects in the Canes’ organization, has found a new gear over in 
Russia. He’s got 44 points in 49 games for Omsk Avangard, where he 
plays with former Charlotte Checkers defenseman Oliwer Kaski. 

The Canes no longer own Tolchinsky’s rights, and he’s now 26 years old. 
I can’t help but wonder if he still covets an NHL return. 

Defense 

Joel Edmundson 

Life in Montreal for Eddy is going just fine. He’s playing about 19 minutes 
per game, he’s third on the team in hits (33), and is tied for the NHL’s 
plus/minus lead with a plus-16 rating in 17 games. The Canes just had 
no room for him anymore, but he’s a quality NHL defender and he’s in a 
good situation there in Montreal. 

Justin Faulk 

Believe it or not, Faulk has emerged as a fan favorite in St. Louis. He’s 
also having an absolutely superb start to his season. Five goals and eight 
points in 19 games isn’t crazy production, but he’s leading the team in 
TOI (24:29), hits (55), and PIMs (13). He’s second in blocked shots (22), 
and third in shots on goal (50). He’s also tied with Edmundson with a 
league-leading plus-16 rating. 

It’s been a remarkable turnaround for Faulk, and his name has begun to 
emerge in the Norris Trophy discussion. He’s been that good. Genuinely, 
I couldn’t be happier for him. And hilariously, he’s now got a cult following 
known as the “Faulkateers”. Here was his comical reaction to finding out 
that news: 

Trevor van Riemsdyk 

All I have to say here is FREE TVR. I hated to see him sign with the 
enemy (the Washington Capitals), and I hate even worse how they’ve 
used him. He’s currently serving as their seventh defenseman and has 
played in just seven of 17 games. Interestingly enough, he’s averaging 
over 18 minutes a night in those games, so they obviously have real faith 
in him. He’s just buried behind a group of defenders they seemingly have 
more faith in. 

Sami Vatanen 

Vatanen re-signed with New Jersey after his short stint in Carolina, which 
was some good business for the Devils. Unfortunately for him, he’s been 
on the COVID-19 protocol list on two separate occasions so far this 
season and has only appeared in four games. He’ll have a chance to 
make an impression there before hitting the UFA market again this 
summer. 

Noah Hanifin 

Hanifin’s tenure feels like a distant memory, mostly because his Canes 
career is looked back upon as a total waste of potential. He’s yet to really 
take off in Calgary yet either. He’s also somehow 24 years old now. His 
ice-time is down by two minutes per game this season, he’s average at 
5v5, and he’s not playing much on special teams. 

Noah Hanifin Hurricanes 

Noah Hanifin, Carolina Hurricanes, Mar. 1, 2018 (Amy Irvin / The Hockey 
Writers) 
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With just three assists in 19 games, it’s becoming increasingly likely that 
Hanifin will never emerge as the elite NHL defenseman he was once 
expected to be. But when deployed properly, he’s a fine player. 

Calvin De Haan 

The trade to off-load CDH was met with serious question marks from the 
Canes fanbase, though the move did pave the way for the team to sign 
Jake Gardiner as a free agent. De Haan was a reliable, steady defensive 
presence for the team in his lone season, and he’s continued that trend 
with the Blackhawks. He’s suited up in all 20 of their games thus far in 
2020-21, and leads the team in blocked shots (45) and is second in hits 
(45), and is a big component in their unexpected hot start to the season. 

Adam Fox 

Fox didn’t want any part of the crowded defense core in Carolina and 
forced his way to the New York Rangers, where he’s been a solid top-
four D for them dating back to last season. The Canes, however, showed 
him firsthand what he missed out on when they swept the Rangers in 
their three-game play-in series in the Toronto bubble. Fox has a goal and 
seven points in 16 games so far this season, and his Rangers squad is 
currently well outside of the playoff picture. 

Matt Tennyson 

Remember him? He’s actually played in 49 NHL games since leaving the 
Canes in 2017. He now finds himself in New Jersey, where he’s played 
10 games this season – though he’s now been relegated to taxi squad 
duty after clearing waivers. Now 30 years old, it’s nice to see “Tenny” still 
hanging around. 

Goalies 

Curtis McElhinney 

Understandably, C-Mac doesn’t see a ton of action behind Andrei 
Vasilevsiky. He’s started just two of 16 games this season, winning one 
and allowing seven goals on just 45 shots in the process. He’ll be 38 
years old in May and is an impending free agent once again this summer. 
You have to wonder if Tampa is the final stop for him, on his adventurous 
career. 

Scott Darling 

The comeback that all Caniacs were rooting for was, unfortunately, short-
lived. After starting just one game for the AHL’s Rockford Icehogs — a 5-
2 loss to the Canes’ affiliate Chicago Wolves — Darling was released 
from his PTO last week. Now 32, the question is, where does he go from 
here? 

Though all of these players have now moved onto new chapters in their 
careers, we’ll always have their memories. 
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Frank Vatrano powers the Panthers as they rally from a 2-0 deficit to beat 
the Stars 

 

BY GEORGE RICHARDS FEBRUARY 25, 2021 10:15 PM,  

 

As the time ticked away, it did not look like the Panthers were going to 
find their way out of this mess. 

In the latter stages of the third period, the two Dallas goalies had stopped 
124 of 126 shots the Panthers had thrown at them in this three-game 
series. 

But then the tide changed. Within a span of 52 seconds in the third, the 
Panthers scored twice and then got a Frank Vatrano goal with 3:10 
remaining as they came back to stun the Stars 3-2 at BB&T Center. 

Florida, shutout the night before, had trailed 2-0 with 6:20 left before 
Sasha Barkov broke the ice. 

Less than a minute later, Anton Stralman threw one in from the point that 
found its way past rookie Jake Oettinger who had, before then, been 
fantastic. 

Vatrano ended up winning it with his goal as Sergei Bobrovsky got back 
in the win column by stopping 37 shots. 

Florida’s comeback came not long after a sandwich hit on Dallas’ 
Jackson Dickinson from Patric Hornqvist and Stralman broke the end 
boards which needed repair and brought a delay in the game. 

“I think it comes down to one word and it is resiliency,” said Vatrano, 
whose team improved to 6-0 following a loss this season. 

“We mixed and matched some lines and that put some jump in our step 
especially right after those boards came out.” 

Anton Khudobin, who shut out the Panthers on Wednesday night, had 
the day off and Oettinger had a shutout of his own. 

Oettinger made 31 straight saves on the Panthers before Barkov cleaned 
up a loose puck coming off a shot from MacKenzie Weegar. 

Moments later, the horn went off again as Florida tied the score on a long 
shot from a defenseman not known very much for his scoring. 

Vatrano, who had a prime scoring chance stopped midway through the 
period, cashed in on his big chance to make it 3-2. 

“It was just a matter of time before we scored,” Barkov said. 

“We weren’t getting any lucky bounces and then we did and ended up 
winning the game.” 

Said Bobrovsky: “I felt good from the beginning and the guys stepped up. 
It’s a great win for us. When you’re down 2-0 and find a way to win, it 
gives you a boost of energy and puts points in the bank. That helps for 
later in the season. I have tremendous confidence in this team.” 

After an even and scoreless first period (Dallas led 11-10 in shots), the 
Stars turned things up in the second. 

Dallas took a 1-0 lead as Joe Pavelski followed up a rebound that came 
right to him off a shot from Justin Dowling at 2:10 of the period. 

The Panthers had a number of prime scoring chances to tie things up 
including a point-blank shot from Carter Verhaeghe and a breakaway 
from Sasha Barkov. Oettinger wasn’t having any of it. 

Late in the second, Jamie Benn slid into the slot and deflected a 50-foot 
shot from teammate John Klingberg past Bobrovsky making it a two-goal 
game. 

YANDLE MOVES UP IRONMAN LIST 

Defenseman Keith Yandle has not missed a game since March 26, 2009 
— for the then-Phoenix Coyotes. 

Thursday, he played in his 885th consecutive regular-season game. 

That moved him past Steve Larmer (1982-93) for the third-longest 
Ironman streak in NHL history. 

Yandle is 29 games away from tying Garry Under for second all-time, a 
number he could reach this season. He is now 79 games from tying 
Doug Jarvis for the all-time Ironman record. 

THIS AND THAT 

With their third game in four nights, the Panthers shuffled things up 
Thursday and made a handful of roster moves. 
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Both Mason Marchment and Kevin Connauton were called up from the 
taxi squad and put in the lineup; Owen Tippett was put on the taxi squad 
and 2018 first-round pick Grigori Denisenko was called up from Florida’s 
shared AHL Syracuse team. 

▪ Defenseman Markus Nutivaara, whom Quenneville said had a setback 
in his rehabilitation, was placed on the injured reserve. 

▪ Gustav Forsling, the defenseman who was hurt in the second period 
Wednesday, is day-to-day per Quenneville. 

▪ For Connauton, Thursday’s game was his first with the Panthers upon 
making the team out of training camp on a professional tryout. 
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Panthers wake up just in time, blow past Dallas Stars with three goals in 
3:11 span late in third period 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI ASSOCIATED PRESS |FEB 25, 2021 AT 10:18 PM 

 

SUNRISE — Frank Vatrano scored the go-ahead goal with 3:10 
remaining and the Florida Panthers stunned the Dallas Stars 3-2 with a 
late comeback Thursday night. 

Aleksander Barkov and Anton Stralman also scored in a 3:11 span in the 
final 6 1/2 minutes of regulation as the Panthers overcame a 2-0 deficit. 
Sergei Bobrovsky made 37 saves. 

“You get one quick one, you get another one and luckily our line got that 
game-winner there at the end,” Vatrano said. 

Joe Pavelski and Jamie Benn had the goals for Dallas. Rookie netminder 
Jake Oettinger stopped 32 shots. 

The scoring burst came after a nine-minute delay to repair a section of 
the boards. 

Barkov poked in a loose puck that bounced behind Oettinger and sat in 
the paint near the goal line with 6:21 left. Stralman tied the score on a 
drive from the right circle. Vatrano put the Panthers ahead with a shot 
from the slot. 

“It was just a matter of time before we scored and we got the lucky 
bounce,” Barkov said. “We just needed one to get going and we opened 
up after that.” 

Bobrovsky was able to keep the Stars off the scoreboard in the third 
period. 

“The guys stepped up and it’s a great win for us,” he said. “Down 2-0 and 
find a way to win the game. A big boost in the locker room, and puts the 
points in the bank.” 

Pavelski scored the game’s first goal 2:10 into the second period on the 
power play when he swept in the puck from the left side of the crease. 
Pavelski leads the Stars with 10 goals in 15 games. 

John Klingberg’s shot from the high slot was redirected by Benn into the 
net to make it 2-0 with 2:11 left in the second. 

The Panthers, who lost 3-0 to Dallas on Wednesday, are 6-0-0 following 
a loss. 

IRONMAN STREAK 

Florida defenseman Keith Yandle played in his 885th consecutive 
regular-season game dating to March 26, 2009, passing Steve Larmer 
(1982–93) for sole possession of the third-longest streak in NHL history. 

ROSTER MOVES 

Panthers D Radko Gudas was scratched with an upper-body injury. ... 
Florida recalled forward Mason Marchment and defenseman Kevin 
Connauton from the taxi squad. D Markus Nutivaara has been placed on 
injured reserve. 
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Florida Panthers get hot in third, shock Dallas Stars 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers looked like a team playing its third game in four 
nights but since the Dallas Stars were as well, hard to make too many 
excuses for this one. 

That was written before the Panthers caught fire late in the third period. 

After getting shutout for five-plus periods by Dallas goalies, Sasha 
Barkov got the party started as the Panthers scored three within a span 
of three minutes to overcome a two-goal deficit and beat Dallas 3-2. 

Barkov’s goal came at 13:39 of the third period. 

”The last 10 minutes, we were all over them,’’ Barkov said. “Obviously it 
was just a matter of time before we scored. We finally got the lucky 
bounce after not getting one last game or in this one. It got us going. We 
got a couple more and won the game.” 

The Stars scored twice in the second period and were getting a terrific 
outing from rookie goalie Jake Oettinger before Barkov, Anton Stralman 
and Frank Vatrano all scored. 

The Panthers are now 6-0 following a loss and are one of four teams this 
season to comeback from a multi-goal deficit in the third period. 

”That one came out of nowhere,” Joel Quenneville said later. “You are 
fortunate after that, but you’re not going to win many like that.” 

Sergei Bobrovsky was back in net for the first time since Saturday’s 2-1 
loss in Detroit. He made 37 saves as he snapped a two-game slide. 

Quenneville was a big fan of Bobrovsky’s game on Thursday and that 
could mean a return to the starter’s net Saturday against Carolina. 

“I thought he was excellent. I would call that a goalie win,” Quenneville 
said. “We were being outplayed and every period he kept us in there. He 
gave us a chance where maybe something could happen in the third. 
Bob was the reason why.” 

Said Bobrovsky: “The guys stepped up and it’s a great win for us. When 
you’re down 2-0 and you find a way to win, that gives you a great boost 
of energy in the locker room. We put the points in the bank and that is 
important for the end of the season. Great team win. I have tremendous 
belief in this team. I knew we would score one and then anything could 
happen. We pulled the trigger and got two points.” 

ROSTER SHUFFLE 

The Panthers made a handful of moves before Thursday night’s game as 
Kevin Connauton and Mason Marchment were boosted from the taxi 
squad in order to play. 

For ad-free, subscriber only content, join Florida Hockey Now today for 
only $3.49 month/$29.99 yearly 

With those two up, Owen Tippett went back down; Markus Nutivaara also 
went onto the IR with his upper-body injury but it was done retroactively 
so his return could be any time now. 
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After spending the entirety of the season on the taxi squad, Quenneville 
said it was time to see what Connauton could do in a game. 

“We have been appreciative of what he has brought to the team as far as 
leaderships qualities go,” Quenneville said of Connauton, who has now 
played in 315 games over parts of eight seasons. 

“He has been a leader of that (taxi squad) day in and day out. He came 
to the realization this is where he is right now and has made the best of 
it.” 

Florida also brought 2018 first-round pick Grigori Denisenko up from AHL 
Syracuse. 

Denisenko will start on the taxi squad but you have to think the Panthers 
would have left him with the Crunch unless they had plans to play him. 

Depending on how Denisenko travels will determine when he is allowed 
to join the team per quarantine rules. 

Denisenko has two goals and an assist in four AHL games in his first 
North American pro season. 

Wednesday’s game — Dallas Stars 3, Florida Panthers 0 

FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

It was a very even period in just about every regard. 

In fact, not a whole lot happened. 

Both goalies had to get into position a couple of times but neither team 
threatened a whole lot. 

Dallas appeared to struggle to keep puck possession as Florida clamped 
down the middle of the ice keeping shots to the side of Bobrovsky. 

When the period was over, Dallas had an 11-10 shot advantage and took 
three more shot attempts than the Panthers did. 

Four of Florida’s 10 shots on goal were taken by its fourth line; Carter 
Verhaeghe and Patric Hornqvist combined for three and that represented 
the top six. 

SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

The Panthers had a couple really choice scoring chances in the period 
but really did not sustain much of anything and watched the Stars take 
the lead into the locker room. 

Dallas opened the scoring at 2:10 when Joe Pavelski jumped on a fat 
rebound that came off a Justin Dowling shot and put it into the empty net 
as Bobrovsky was late in covering. 

The two big scoring chances came midway through the period when 
Verhaeghe had a big shot go off Oettinger; later, Verhaeghe’s stretch 
pass found a streaking Sasha Barkov who couldn’t finish as he was 
slashed in the process. 

After the Panthers got off two shots during their power play chance, 
Dallas made it 2-0 when Jamie Benn slid into the slot and knocked down 
a long shot from John Klingberg and put it past Bobrovsky with 2:11 left. 

THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Keith Yandle, who took over sole possession of third on the Ironman list, 
had a good look early in the third but appeared to hold his shot too long. 

The game was delayed a few minutes when the end boards needed 
repair after a big hit caused one to separate. 

The repair was needed when Dallas’ Jason Dickinson was sandwiched 
by Hornqvist and Stralman. 

Not long after play resumed, Aaron Ekblad had a slap shot from inside 
the blue line crack off the post. 

Vatrano also had a point-blank shot end up in Oettinger’s glove. He 
would later get it back. 

Barkov’s goal came off a shot from MacKenzie Weegar that Oettinger 
couldn’t seem to find and the Florida captain hopped on it. 

Less than a minute later, Stralman threw up a  shot that found its way 
through. Then came Vatrano’s goal. 

“You can get very frustrated with the goaltending that they had,”” Vatrano 
said. “You’re pounding, we had like 90 shots and we weren’t on the 
scoresheet. It can get frustrating. It was going like that again tonight. 
Luckily we broke through there in the third.” 

GEORGE’S THREE STARS OF THE GAME 

1. F Frank Vatrano, Florida 

2. G Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida 

3. F Sasha Barkov, Florida 

Up Next: Carolina Hurricanes at Florida Panthers 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise 

Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE 

TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 02.26.2021 

1203964 Florida Panthers 

 

Dallas GameDay III: No Khudobin for Stars tonight against Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

With the Florida Panthers and Dallas Stars squaring off for the third time 
in four days, it was expected that Rick Bowness would give goalie Anton 
Khudobin Thursday night off. 

Still, if you are a fan of the Panthers — or a Florida player who likes 
scoring goals — hearing Bowness say it Thursday afternoon was a bit of 
a relief. 

Khudobin gave the Panthers fits in the first two games at BB&T Center, 
first stopping 49 shots in a 3-1 loss on Monday before pitching a 3-0 
shutout on Wednesday. 

For the best in-depth coverage of the Florida Panthers, purchase a yearly 
pass for $29.99 today! 

It was the first time this Florida team had been shutout this season. 

The Panthers will look to get their offense going a little bit Thursday as it 
has been slowed over the past week. 

Since running wild in a 7-2 rout of Detroit on Friday night, the Panthers 
have been held to four goals in their past three games — and one of 
those was a Sasha Barkov empty netter. 

Dallas will go with Jake Oettinger in net tonight with the Panthers likely 
going with Sergei Bobrovsky who has lost his past two starts (Tampa 
Bay, Detroit). 

Oettinger, a 22-year-old rookie from Boston University, has played well 
for Dallas this season. He comes into the game 2-0-3 with a 2.31 GAA 
and .910 save percentage. 

Aside from Oettinger, Bowness said that Dallas would have the same 
lineup on Thursday. 

Florida coach Joel Quenneville will speak to the media later this 
afternoon and confirm the Panthers lineup. 
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Defenseman Gustav Forsling is questionable after leaving Wednesday’s 
game early in the second period and not coming back so either Noah 
Juulsen or Markus Nutivaara gets in. 

Do not be surprised to see Owen Tippett return, either. 

UPDATE: Tippett was moved to the taxi squad and Mason Marchment 
called up. Also, Kevin Connauton added so he likely goes in to replace 
Forsling. 

Florida also called up rookie Grigori Denisenko so we should see him 
soon. 

NEWS, NOTES & NUMBERS 

Keith Yandle will take sole possession of third place on the NHL’s all-time 
Ironman streak by playing tonight. 

Yandle has not missed a game since March 26, 2009. 

Thursday will be his 885th consecutive regular-season game surpassing 
Steve Larmer (1982-93) for third. 

Yandle is 29 games away from tying Garry Under for second all-time, a 
number he could reach this season. 

He is 79 games from tying Doug Jarvis for the all-time Ironman record. 

— The Panthers are 5-0 this season following a loss, most recently 
Monday’s win against Dallas. 

Florida is 12-4-2 with 26 points and can tie the 1996-97 team for best 
start over 20 games with wins tonight and on Saturday. 

That Panthers team started 12-2-6. 

— The Panthers are 6-3-1 at home this season with two of those losses 
coming in their past five games. 

Jonathan Huberdeau leads Florida with 13 points (4-9-13) at BB&T 
Center. 

Huberdeau, Aaron Ekblad, Patric Hornqvist and Carter Verhaeghe have 
each registered a team-best four goals at home. 

Bobrovsky is 3-1-1 on home ice. 

Dallas Stars at Florida Panthers 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise 

Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE 

TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM 

Records: Florida 12-4-2 (1st in Central); Dallas 6-4-4 (6th) 

All-time series: Dallas leads 19-14-7 

Season series: Tied 1-1 

Last season: Florida won only meeting, second game cancelled 

Up next: Carolina at Florida, Saturday, 7 

Panthers This Week — Monday: Florida Panthers 3, Dallas Stars 1; 
Wednesday: Dallas Stars 3, Florida Panthers 0; Thursday: Dallas, 7; 
Saturday: Carolina, 7 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES 

FLORIDA FORWARDS 

23 Carter Verhaeghe — 16 Sasha Barkov — 91 Anthony Duclair 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau — 21 Alex Wennberg — 70 Patric Hornqvist 

77 Frank Vatrano —27 Eetu Luostarinen — 10 Brett Connolly 

94 Ryan Lomberg — 83 Juho Lammikko — 19 Mason Marchment 

FLORIDA DEFENSEMEN 

52 MacKenzie Weegar — 5 Aaron Ekblad 

3 Keith Yandle — 6 Anton Stralman 

44 Kevin Connauton — 7 Radko Gudas 

FLORIDA GOALIES 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

60 Chris Driedger 

Scratches: F Vinnie Hinostroza, D Noah Juulsen 

Injured: D Gustav Forsling (undisclosed); D Markus Nutivaara (upper 
body); F Noel Acciari (upper body) 

Taxi squad: D Riley Stillman, F Grigori Denisenko, F Owen Tippett, G 
Philippe Desrosiers 

Florida power play (14/52 26.9% — 8th in NHL) 

Florida penalty kill (43/53 81.1% — 11th in NHL) 

PP1: Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Patric Hornqvist, Aaron 
Ekblad, Keith Yandle 

PP2: Alex Wennberg, Frank Vatrano, Anthony Duclair, Carter 
Verhaeghe, Anton Stralman 

PROJECTED DALLAS STARS LINES 

DALLAS FORWARDS 

25 Joel Kiviranta — 18 Jason Dickinson — 16 Joe Pavelski 

14 Jamie Benn — 12 Radek Faksa — 34 Denis Gurianov 

11 Andrew Cogliano — 49 Rhett Gardner — 15 Blake Comeau 

21 Jason Robertson — 37 Justin Dowling — 17 Nick Caamano 

DALLAS DEFENSEMEN 

23 Esa Lindell — 3 John Klingberg 

2 Jamie Oleksiak — 4 Miro Heiskanen 

5 Andrei Sekera — 13 Mark Pysyk 

DALLAS GOALIES 

29 Jake Oettinger 

35 Anton Khudobin 

Dallas power play (16/53 30.2% — 5th in NHL) 

Dallas penalty kill (45/56 80.4% — 14th in NHL) 

PP1: Joe Pavelski, Rhett Gardner, Jamie Benn, John Klingberg, Denis 
Gurianov 

PP2: Radek Faksa, Jason Robertson, Justin Dowling, Miro Heiskanen, 
Joel Kiviranta 
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Detroit Red Wings 5, Nashville Predators 2: Sam Gagner's hat trick does 
trick 

 

Paul Skrbina 
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For the first time in a long time Thursday, the Nashville Predators stuck 
with the same lines and defensive pairs. 

The recipe that worked Tuesday wasn't as successful Thursday, though, 
when the Predators fell 5-2 to the Red Wings at Little Caesars Arena, 
stopping their win streak at two and stopping them from winning three 
straight for the first time since they did so in the last three games of the 
regular season last year. 

For the 13th time in 19 games, the Predators allowed an opponent to 
score first, this time Luke Glendening did the trick just 4:55 into this one. 

Mikael Granlund tied the score 1-1 with almost 10 minutes later with a 
power-play goal variety, the Predators' third straight such goal against 
the Red Wings. 

The tie disappeared in the second period after Sam Gagner made it 2-1, 
with the first of his three goals, meaning the Predators have yet to lead 
after two periods through 19 games this season and remained the only 
team with such a distinction. 

It reappeared when Erik Haula scored his first goal as a Predator tied it 
2-2 early during the third, his first point in seven games and Nashville's 
first five-on-five goal in the two-game series. 

Gagner struck again with 10:02 left in the third to give the home team a 
one-goal lead an added an empty-net goal. 

Coming off a 2-0 victory, their first shutout of the season, the Predators 
looked to distance themselves from the bottom of the division. 

Instead they fell to fell to 8-11-0, while the Red Wings improved to 6-13-
3. 

KEEP UP:Nashville Predators 2021 NHL regular season schedule and 
game results 

FOR SUBSCRIBERS:Five 'big' Nashville Predators names who could be 
gone if struggles continue 

Big number: 9. Consecutive games Viktor Arvidsson has gone without a 
point.  

Big number II: 0. Times the Predators have led after two periods this 
season. They have been tied six times. 

Big names: Mattias Ekholm has missed six games and hasn't played 
since Feb. 9. because of injury. 

Next: Predators vs. Blue Jackets, 2 p.m. Saturday, Bridgestone Arena, 
Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM. 
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How a potential Filip Forsberg trade might impact a Predators rebuild 

 

By Adam Vingan Feb 25, 2021  

  

Last weekend, Sportsnet insider Elliotte Friedman dropped a bombshell 
during “Hockey Night in Canada.” 

Trade rumors had begun to swirl around the struggling Predators, but 
Friedman added another layer of intrigue during the broadcast’s 
“Saturday Headlines” segment. 

“There’s talk about what they’re going to do,” Friedman said. “Word is 
maybe only three untouchables — Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis and Pekka 
Rinne, who’s toward the end of his career. I think other than that, the 
Predators are willing to listen on just about anybody. That includes Filip 
Forsberg.” 

That last line landed like a gut punch in Nashville. How could the 
Predators even entertain the idea of trading Forsberg? Are they nuts?! 

Forsberg has been the Predators’ primary source of offense and 
entertainment this season, leading the team with nine goals and 17 
points in 18 games. (No other forward has more than four goals or eight 
points.) 

It would not be a stretch to say that the Predators would be a lost cause 
without Forsberg, who has had a direct hand in 13 of the team’s 41 
goals.  

Opponents have no choice but to respect Forsberg whenever he has the 
puck. On Tuesday, three Red Wings defenders converged on Forsberg 
during a Predators power play, opening a lane for him to send a cross-
seam pass to Eeli Tolvanen. 

“I haven’t seen him this good,” Rinne said. “He’s a leader out there off the 
ice and on the ice and scores huge goals for us and makes huge plays. 
He’s a force out there. He does it all, plays physical and creates a lot. 
Very important player for us.” 

Friedman did not say that the Predators are dangling Forsberg as trade 
bait or that they are even trying to move him. The wording of Friedman’s 
report suggested that the Predators would not immediately dismiss offers 
for him. 

With the exceptions of Josi, who has a no-movement clause, and 
possibly Rinne for sentimental reasons, no Predators player should be 
off-limits if the price is right. (Rinne, whose preference is to stay in 
Nashville, can select 10 teams he would accept a trade to as part of his 
modified no-trade clause.) 

Rebuilds require tough decisions, and there is no doubt that Forsberg, 
26, would net the Predators a big return. 

Predators management is approaching the April 12 trade deadline with 
an open mind. As Friedman wrote in his latest “31 Thoughts” column, 
Forsberg and certain other Predators players — he specifically 
mentioned Dante Fabbro — “will be difficult to pry loose.” 

Goal-scoring wingers in their primes such as Forsberg are not readily 
available. At the 2019 deadline, for example, the Senators turned Mark 
Stone into highly touted defensive prospect Erik Brannstrom and a 
second-round pick. 

Although Stone is considered a more well-rounded player than Forsberg, 
the Predators could reasonably request a similar return package. It is not 
a perfect comparison, but it at least provides a loose framework for a 
hypothetical Forsberg trade. 

Mark Stone (2019) 

26 

366 

0.34 

0.85 

Filip Forsberg 

26 

476 

0.37 

0.78 

The Predators have a lot to consider in the coming weeks. Salary-cap 
flexibility is a key component of a successful rebuild, if that is what the 
organization decides to do. Forsberg will need a new contract after next 
season, and a cap hit in the $7.5 million to $8 million range seems like a 
reasonable estimate. 
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Forsberg is eligible to re-sign with the Predators this summer. Agent J.P. 
Barry said Wednesday that contract negotiations will not begin until then, 
which he said is not unusual for players who have one year remaining on 
their deals. 

The Predators could create cap space for a new Forsberg deal by 
moving either Ryan Johansen or Matt Duchene and getting out from 
under one of their $8 million cap hits, but that will be challenging. 

Another important aspect of a rebuild is surrounding young players with 
the right veterans, which is part of the argument for keeping Forsberg. He 
has grown as a leader and would set a good example for the 
organization’s forward prospects. 

“It’s been great to follow his progress,” Rinne said. “Obviously, everybody 
knows his talent, but as a player and a guy and a leader, I think he’s 
been taking strides every single season.” 

Few NHL players are truly untouchable, but Forsberg is trying to play his 
way into the conversation. 

“The biggest thing I see right now is he’s using his size and speed all in 
one motion,” Johansen said. “He’s just a very powerful player right now. 
It just looks extremely hard to defend for the opposition. I know I wouldn’t 
want to be playing against him right now. He’s driving our bus. He looks 
fantastic, and I love how he’s doing it the right way and doing it the hard 
way, too.” 
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Detroit Red Wings' Sam Gagner has hat trick in 5-2 win over Nashville 
Predators 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Sam Gagner scored a hat trick to provide the Detroit Red Wings with 
their most productive outing of the season. 

After being shutout in their previous outing against the Nashville 
Predators, the Wings responded Thursday at Little Caesars Arena with a 
well-earned 5-2 victory. 

It marked the first time since opening week they have won twice in three 
games, and the five goals were a season high. 

FIRST-ROUND FLOP? Wings treatment of Evgeny Svechnikov is 
unusual. Now, his window is closing 

STILL NO PP GOAL: Red Wings, Predators are perfectly, miserably 
matched 

SCORING WOES: Red Wings stuck between finding chemistry, tweaking 
lineups 

Bobby Ryan assisted on Gagner’s first two goals. Luke Glendening got 
the scoring started in the first period. Jonathan Bernier made his third 
straight start, and did what he’s done all season in giving his teammates 
a chance to win. Bernier was especially good withstanding the Predators’ 
superior play to start the game. Once the Wings got going, they did a 
good job sustaining at attack. 

Adam Erne made it 4-2 with 3:38 left to play, and Gagner added an 
empty-net goal 34 seconds after that. 

The Wings gave up a power play goal in the first period but killed two 
penalties in the second. Their own power play continued to disappoint, 
going 0-for-3. It's the 14th straight game without a power play goal for the 
Wings, who last scored with the man advantage on Jan. 28 in Dallas. 

The Wings (6–13–3) head on the road next, playing a weekend series at 
Chicago. 

Six eggs, two baskets, one scramble 

Having scored just six goals their previous four games, the Wings made 
a few tweaks to the lines. Most notably, Robby Fabbri moved from 
centering the second line to playing wing on a line with Dylan Larkin and 
Anthony Mantha. Vladislav Namestnikov, who had centered the third line, 
moved up to center Bobby Ryan and Filip Zadina. That essentially 
assembled all of the team’s skilled forwards on two lines, but it was 
Glendening who put the Wings on the board. During a scramble in front 
of Pekka Rinne, Glendening was able to direct a backhand into the net 
despite being on his knees, at 4:55 of the first period. 

Two power plays, one goal 

The Wings’ drought on the power play grew to 0-for-38 (dating to the 
third period of Jan. 28) as they squandered a chance to build momentum 
three minutes after Glendening’s goal. They didn’t even force a save 
from Rinne. The Predators schooled them on how it’s done when they 
next went on a man advantage. Mikael Granlund had the puck behind the 
net, sent it to a teammate, and moved out front. Roman Josi used a 
screen to send the puck to Granlund, who took one shot, then collected 
the rebound and scored on a backhand, at 14:15. 

Two firsts, two goals 

Gagner hadn’t lacked for chances and was due for one to go in. It was a 
remarkable goal. Bobby Ryan, a former first-round pick like Gagner, won 
a puck battle against Granlund in the right corner and got the puck to 
Gagner. He was below the goal line when he fired the puck, which 
somehow snuck in on Rinne, at 8:48 of the second period. Ryan fed 
Gagner again on the second goal, which Gagner banged in off Rinne. 
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Detroit Red Wings treatment of Evgeny Svechnikov is unusual. Now, his 
window is closing 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings have veered from their usual path when it comes 
to Evgeny Svechnikov, a former first-round pick who has struggled to 
make an impact. 

Svechnikov was added to the taxi squad Feb. 16, seemingly an 
encouraging sign for the 24-year-old winger. But five games later he has 
yet to be inserted into the lineup, nor was he returned to the Grand 
Rapids Griffins so he at least could have played for them last week. 
That’s an unusual pattern from a team that has a history of wanting its 
prospects to play in the minors if they aren’t playing in Detroit. 

Coach Jeff Blashill downplayed the team’s decision, describing it as a 
day-to-day process. 

“Right now he’s on the taxi squad," Blashill said Thursday. “He was down 
in Grand Rapids to get started. We’ve cycled guys on and off the taxi 
squad — that gives us the ability to have guys here in case we need 
them, and also to get them games. So we will see what tomorrow brings.” 

[ Red Wings say everyone wants to win, but 'I don't think we're hungry 
enough' ] 

The Wings start a four-game road trip Saturday with a pair of games in 
Chicago. The Griffins play Friday and Sunday in a home-and-home with 
the Chicago Wolves. 
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It has been testing and at times tedious time for Svechnikov since the 
Wings selected hm with the 19th pick in 2015. He started well by 
recording 20 goals among 51 points in 74 games with the Griffins in his 
first year of professional hockey, in 2016-17, adding 12 points in 19 
games en route to the AHL championship. 

Since that season, he has struggled. 

Svechnikov recorded only seven goals among 23 points in 57 games 
with the Griffins in 2017-18; in 14 appearances with the Wings, he has 
two goals and two assists. A knee injury during an exhibition game the 
following fall cost Svechnikov all of 2018-19. He had no points in four 
games with the Wings last season, and 25 points in 51 games with the 
Griffins. 

Three days before this season began, the Wings exposed Svechnikov on 
waivers. 

“The thing about waivers is, you kind of have an idea of if guys are going 
to get claimed or not,” Blashill said. “You never know for sure, but you 
certainly have an idea. 

“Unfortunately for Svech, he’s been out a lot. At that point, we didn’t think 
there was much risk based on the fact he just hasn’t played much.” 

When the Wings announced their roster Jan. 12 — roughly three weeks 
before the AHL was scheduled to start its season — former first-round 
picks Dennis Cholowski (2016) and Michael Rasmussen (2017) were on 
the taxi squad. Svechnikov was not. 

He had a goal and an assist and a minus-2 rating in three games with the 
Griffins before landing on the taxi squad. 

“In the end, he’s got to one, continue to be healthy,” Blashill said. “It’s 
been a hard thing for him. Two, when he gets opportunity, he has to 
show he’s a guy who can help our NHL team win. If he does that, 
whether it’s here or down there, then he’ll get more opportunity. 

“Ultimately, and I think Svech knows this, it’s to try to bring an energy, a 
physicality, with some scoring touch. There’s a number of guys in the 
league that are like that, and I think if he can find a way to bring that 
energy and physicality, because he is a big man — he can bring the 
energy. He wants to play hard. And then provide some scoring touch. 
Again, when he gets opportunity, he has to demand that he gets more 
opportunity.” 

General manager Steve Yzerman extended Svechnikov for one year last 
August. Svechnikov will be a restricted free agent after the season, but 
nearly six years after they drafted him, it’s clear the Wings don’t see 
Svechnikov as a rebuilding block. 

Drafting in hindsight is easy, of course, but it’s tempting to speculate how 
much further along the Wings would be had they made a different choice 
in 2015. Brock Boeser (23rd, Vancouver Canucks) is on pace for what 
will be his third 20-goal season and had a .83 points-per-game average 
in 220 career games. Travis Konecny (24th, Philadelphia Flyers) has 
posted three 24-goal seasons and carries a .62 points-per-game 
average. Svechnikov has four points in 20 career games. 
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Detroit Red Wings can't score right now, stuck between finding 
chemistry, tweaking lineups 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings are trying to balance perspective, insanity and 
perseverance. 

They are, as coach Jeff Blashill put it, “in search of more scoring pop,” as 
they prepare for Thursday’s game against the Nashville Predators, 
having been shutout twice in the last four games, most recently by the 
Predators Tuesday. 

The Wings (5-13-3) rank last in the NHL with a 1.86 goals-per-game 
average and a 6.4% power play conversion rate. Most of the Wings' 
skilled players are going through droughts: Dylan Larkin hasn’t scored 
since Jan. 31; Anthony Mantha has one goal his last nine games; Bobby 
Ryan has one goal in 17 games; Filip Zadina has one goal in 14 games. 

The coaching staff is trying to figure it out. 

“There’s different things at different times,” Blashill said. “We went 
through a stretch where we were a pretty good o-zone team and then we 
weren’t getting much off the rush. Lately we haven’t been as good an o-
zone team and have gotten a little more off the rush. 

“There are some things we look at systematically and say, are there 
areas we have to emphasize in the few practices we have, without losing 
our accountability defensively, to help our guys produce more offense. 
And then it’s a matter of being hard around the net, making sure you 
have net presence. Now what happens at times, is you don’t want to 
have three guys standing around the net, though, because then it just 
becomes a big cluster and nobody gets a piece of the puck. We just have 
to work with each individual player and aspects of areas where they can 
execute a little bit better. And then I think it comes with confidence — we 
need some pucks to go in.” 

WHAT'S GONE WRONG? Wings say everyone wants to win, but 'I don't 
think we're hungry enough' 

The Wings haven’t had a puck go in on a man advantage since Tyler 
Bertuzzi scored Jan. 28 in a 7-3 loss at Dallas, going 0-for-37 through 13 
games and half a period. Bertuzzi has been sidelined since Jan. 30 with 
an upper-body injury, and is out at least through the weekend series with 
Chicago – probably longer, given he has yet to practice. 

“It’s hard to give timeline until he’s back skating with us,” Blashill said. 

Bertuzzi has three of the team’s four power play goals, but given the 
players still available, it’s gobsmacking how bad it’s been. Blashill has 
referenced the saying that insanity is doing the same thing over and over 
and expecting a different result in taking about the power play, but he has 
to weigh that against limited options.  

“It is a balance, and when it is not going good, you end up making some 
changes to try to get it going better,” Blashill aid. “In a lot of cases, in my 
experience, it can hurt it, because then you are all over the map and you 
are not building any chemistry. We’ve worked to avoid doing that as 
much as we can.” 

GM APPROVED: Yzerman generally pleased with the Wings, despite 
record. Here's why 

There have been tweaks, of course — an adjustment had to be made 
when Vladislav Namestnikov recently missed two games. Robby Fabbri 
didn’t practice Wednesday, and if he’s unavailable against the Predators, 
the hole is likely to be filled by Sam Gagner. 

“We’ve tried to stay stable and basically put it a little bit back on the 
players’ shoulders to say, these are the groups, these are the players 
that are playing,” Blashill said. “You have to execute at a higher level.” 

Larkin lamented after the 2-0 shutout Tuesday that the Wings can’t let 
games slip by just because they’re coming so quickly. The 
counterbalance to that is to remember what last year was like after the 
NHL paused the 2019-20 season March 12. 

“We sat for 10 months,” Blashill said. “Everyone of us would have done 
anything to play a hockey game. Now we are playing every other day and 
it can seem like a lot. I’ll use the word grind. It’s not a grind compared to 
what a lot of people go through in life, but it comes at you fast. It seems 
like it’s every other day and it gets to be a little groundhog-ish. 
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"We have to make sure that doesn’t happen. To me it’s all about 
perspective, and looking at it and saying, this is a special opportunity we 
have ahead of us.” 
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'It feels good': Gagner bags hat trick, Red Wings overpower Predators 5-
2 

 

TED KULFAN  | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Sam Gagner didn't score a goal in his first 13 games but made 
up for lost time Thursday — with a bit of help from Nashville goaltender 
Pekka Rinne. 

Gagner scored two seeing-eye goals, then ended things with an empty-
net goal, lifting the Red Wings to a 5-2 victory over Nashville — the five 
goals, a season-high for the offensively starved Wings. 

Gagner scored the tiebreaker — his second goal — midway in the third 
period. Gagner had the puck between the goal line and circle, wheeled to 
his forehand and beat Rinne through the legs at 9:58. 

"It certainly feels good," said Gagner of his hat trick. "We've been 
pushing as a group to find something to feel good about. It's obviously 
nice to get the win here and, hopefully, we can keep building on it." 

Gagner’s hat trick was his third in the NHL — first since Feb. 2, 2012, 
against Chicago when Gagner notched a career-best eight points in a 
game (four goals, four assists). 

Despite the lack of offense this season — and Gagner hasn't been alone 
on this Red Wings roster in that department — Gagner has felt the goals 
would come. But the way it happened against Nashville even surprised 
him a bit. 

We're running a new-subscriber special — $1 for three months. Come 
join the fun, and subscribe here. 

"I've felt like I've played pretty well this year, trying to do my part to drive 
play and do a lot of different things, and just not found a way to get one 
(goal)," Gagner said. "Then that one (first goal) goes in when I wasn't 
feeling like I was playing pretty well, but that's sometimes how this league 
works. 

"You just have to remain consistent with it and create chances and make 
plays." 

Gagner, said coach Jeff Blashill, is an example to the other younger Red 
Wings. 

"He's accountable," Blashill said. "He plays the right way. He's been good 
defensively all year and taken pride in it as he's matured as a player. 
He's been a good role model for our young players. 

"(I like our) team game. As a team, we competed hard for each other, 
and at the end of the night, we have to be a team that competes 
extremely hard and works extraordinarily hard. We did a good job 
structurally. We had some breakdowns but when we did, Bernie 
(goaltender Jonathan Bernier) was good." 

Adam Erne gave the Wings (6-13-3) some insurance with his second 
goal, at 16:22, making it 4-2. Again it was another sloppy rebound by 
Rinne off a Wings' rush, Erne easily tapping the puck past Rinne. 

Gagner had the same formula on his first goal, successfully getting the 
puck simply on net, breaking a 1-1 tie in the second period. 

Just after a Red Wings power play failed to convert — that's 14 games 
and 40 consecutive failed power plays — Gagner got control of the puck 
in the corner. 

Gagner snapped a shot toward the Predators net — from a terrible angle, 
almost behind the net — that somehow just slipped between Rinne and 
the goal post. 

The quirky, dirty goals were a good recipe for success for a Wings' team 
that has struggled to find offense. 

"They all can't be pretty (goals)," Blashill said. "You get a lot of goals off 
chaos and dirty goals by putting pucks to the cage and getting those 
chaos-type goals and finding bounces. That's just the reality of it." 

The Wings carried the play most of the evening, but appeared to lose 
some momentum after Nashville (8-11-0) tied the game 2-2 early in the 
period when the Predators' Erik Haula scored his first goal at 2:55 of the 
third period. 

But Gagner's bleeder regained the Wings' lead. 

"It was big for us," said Luke Glendening of the victory. "We've struggled 
to put the puck in the net and we battled some adversity in the game and 
we stuck with it. It was huge for this team. 

"We see where we are in the standings, which is frustrating. But a win 
like this can help the confidence moving forward a little bit." 

Glendening had the other Red Wings goal, while goaltender Bernier, 
gradually taking over the bulk of the work in net, stopped 37 shots, as the 
Wings split the two-game series. 

Mikael Granlund (power play) had the first Predators' goal. 
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Defense not an issue, but Red Wings' Dylan Larkin searching for more 
offense 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Dylan Larkin is continuing to develop into a fine two-way center 
who can provide offense, and defend opposing teams’ best player as 
well. 

Larkin's defense has been fine this season. The offense, though Larkin 
leads the Red Wings with 11 points (four goals, seven assists) heading 
into Thursday’s game, has been lagging. 

Larkin’s shooting percentage is 5.9%, a career low at this point. He 
continues to average about three shots per game, which gives Blashill 
confidence the goals eventually will arrive. 

“Shooting percentages even out over time, that’s what all the statistical 
people tell you,” Blashill said. “He certainly has not had the production 
that we want him to have or he wants to have. But if he keeps getting 
shots, in time it will equal out closer to what that shooting percentage 
evens out. 

“Like our team, he’s ebbed and flowed.” 

Larkin entered Thursday’s game with no goals in the last 11 games 
(three assists). 

The Wings have concentrated on becoming an effective defensive team 
that wins low-scoring games in recent weeks. 

Larkin is one reason the Wings have had mild success in that regard. 
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“Ultimately for Dylan to be the type of player he wants to be, which is 
considered a high-end, elite player in this league, he has to be a great 
defender,” Blashill said. “He’s going to defend different than some other 
guys that are considered great in the league, He’s going to be a little bit 
different than a guy like (Boston’s Patrice) Bergeron, but he can do it with 
his tenacity and his legs, as long as he makes sure he stays on the 
defensive side of people at all times. 

“If he does that, he’s going to be really hard to play against because 
nobody can outskate him and he’s real strong on the puck.” 

Larkin was expected to center a top line with Anthony Mantha and Tyler 
Bertuzzi, a trio that had taken steps the last two seasons to becoming 
one of the dynamic lines in the NHL. 

But Mantha has had a poor season from the start, and Bertuzzi missed 
his 13th consecutive game Thursday with an upper-body injury. 

There’s been a revolving door of linemates for Larkin, and chemistry has 
been lacking. 

Blashill continues to search for a combination that can provide goal 
scoring. 

“It starts with each individual player playing to the best of their ability and 
you find what that chemistry is,” Blashill said. “We’re searching for 
scoring pop and doing things to see if that helps.” 

Sit and wait 

Forward Evgeny Svechnikov is currently on the Wings’ taxi squad, in 
limbo between the Wings’ roster and minor league affiliate Grand Rapids. 

Svechnikov played three games for the Griffins (one goal, one assist) 
after clearing waivers. 

“We’ve kind of cycled guys on and off the taxi squad,” Blashill said. “That 
gives us the ability to have guys here in case we need them and to get 
them into games. We’ll see what tomorrow brings, but that’s how we’re 
dealing with it right now.” 

Svechnikov had major knee surgery two years ago, missing one entire 
season, then returned last season and worked to regain full strength. 

The Wings want to see Svechnikov stay healthy and pounce on his 
opportunity when it arrives. 

“He’s got to continue to be healthy; it’s been a hard thing for him,” Blashill 
said. “When he gets his opportunity, he has to show he’s a guy that can 
help our NHL team win. 

“If he does that, whether it’s here or down there, then he’ll get more 
opportunity.” 

Ice chips 

Robby Fabbri didn’t practice Wednesday but was involved in Thursday’s 
morning skate and was expected to be in the lineup. 

…Troy Stecher (lower body) remains day to day and missed his third 
consecutive game. 

… Frans Nielsen was reassigned to the taxi squad Thursday. Blashill 
talked about how Nielsen, an alternate captain, has handled being in and 
out of the lineup this season. 

“He comes with a great attitude every day and he’s an example with his 
leadership and the way he is selfless,” Blashill said. “Putting the team 
first, and that’s easy to talk about until you’re really tested like he’s been 
tested. He’s done a a good job of, going back to training camp, of putting 
the team first.” 
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Dylan Larkin, Filip Hronek among many Red Wings needing production 
boost 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – No Detroit Red Wing can say he has exceeded or even met 
his own offensive expectations or what the team thought it would get 
from them through 21 games. 

That is why the Red Wings (5-13-3) are last in the NHL in goals per 
game (1.86) and a major reason why they are tied for last in points 
percentage (.310). 

Dylan Larkin leads forwards and the team with 11 points. Filip Hronek 
leads defensemen with nine points. 

They are among the players with the highest potential for more 
production. 

Larkin has gone 11 games without a goal (three assists) and has scored 
only four goals this season. One of his usual linemates, Tyler Bertuzzi, 
has been out 12 games and counting with an upper-body injury. Another, 
Anthony Mantha, is experiencing similar struggles with five goals and 
nine points. 

Coach Jeff Blashill has tried various combinations with Larkin, using 
Bobby Ryan, Filip Zadina and even grinder Darren Helm. He had Frans 
Nielsen skating with Larkin and Mantha in Wednesday’s practice but 
declined to reveal if he will go with that line Thursday against Nashville at 
Little Caesars Arena (7 p.m., Fox Sports Detroit). 

Blashill said it is at least a good sign that Larkin is averaging about as 
many shots (3.24 per game) as last season. His shooting percentage, 
however, is at a career-low 5.9 percent. 

“Like our team, he’s ebbed and flowed, certainly has not had the 
production that we want him to have or that he wants to have, but I think 
if he keeps getting shots, in time it will even out closer to what that 
shooting percentage evens out,” Blashill said. 

Larkin is trying to become a better two-way player and Blashill said he 
has shown progress in that respect. 

“For Dylan to be the type of player he wants to be, which is considered a 
high-end player in this league, he’s got to be a great defender,” Blashill 
said. “He’s going to defend different than some other guys that are 
considered (great) in the league, He’s going to be a little bit different than 
a guy like (Boston’s Patrice) Bergeron, but he can do it with his tenacity 
and his legs, as long as he makes sure he stays on the D-side of people 
at all times. If he does that, he’s really hard to play against because 
nobody can outskate him and he’s real strong on the puck.” 

Hronek has no goals, after scoring nine in 2019-20 during his first full 
NHL season. But Blashill is not concerned. 

“I think he’s been every bit as good as last year,” Blashill said. “He’s been 
asked to continue to bite off lots of minutes, hard minutes against the 
other team’s best lots of times and that’s a hard balance. The other 
team’s best lots of times starts in our D-zone. When Fil starts in the D-
zone, sometimes the offense is hard to come by. 

“The other area where everybody gets points is the power play. He’s 
been a piece of it, and it hasn’t been good enough at all, so all those 
guys don’t have as many points as they’d like.” 

Blashill said Hronek’s competitiveness has not waned. 

“That doesn’t mean you run around cross-checking guys, it means you’re 
winning all those little battles,” Blashill said. “He wins tons of stick battles, 
finds ways to get stick on puck. He’s got to keep cleaning up mistakes. 
He’s a pretty good all-around defenseman when he’s on his game. He’s 
got poise with the puck and doing a good job moving the puck.” 
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No time frame for Bertuzzi 

Bertuzzi has been out since Jan. 30 with an undisclosed upper-body 
injury that has prevented him from practicing with the team and caused 
discomfort whenever he has tried to skate on his own. 

Blashill said it is unclear when he might heal. 

“There were moments where I thought it was building closer to him 
coming back and right now, it’s not in the near future,” Blashill said. “Until 
we get him back skating with us, it’s hard to give a timeline. Once he gets 
back skating with us, he’s still a little ways away.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Carey Price needs proper reset as struggles 
mount 

The Jets put up five goals on Carey Price, two of them from Kyle Connor, 
in a 6-3 win over the Canadiens. 

 

Eric Engels 

 

On hands and knees, with the puck having slipped through his legs on 
Nate Thompson’s wobbling wrister for yet another soul-crushing goal 
allowed, Carey Price might have considered saying a prayer. 

He’s a man of faith in need of a blessing, perhaps something 
otherworldly to help fix what currently ails him. 

Or maybe just some personal practice time would suffice; a reset, not 
unlike the ones he’s taken at previous points in his career when things 
haven’t gone to plan. 

Because playing through his struggles was the first option exercised and 
it proved to be the wrong one for Price. 

For what it’s worth, I thought Dominique Ducharme -- in his first game 
behind Montreal’s bench after replacing Claude Julien -- made the right 
call giving Price a chance to redeem himself after allowing three 
stoppable goals in a 5-4 shootout loss to the Ottawa Senators on 
Tuesday, even in spite of Price’s season-long struggles and backup Jake 
Allen playing out of his mind again in Sunday’s overtime loss to the 
Senators. The coach wanted to give his top leader a chance to lead, to 
show him some much-needed faith with this all-important first big 
decision, and that had the potential for a huge payoff. 

“It’s a new start,” Ducharme said on Thursday, before things looked 
same old. 

The Winnipeg Jets erased 2-0 and 3-1 leads before Thompson slipped 
that poison pill through Price to make it 4-3 in the third period, effectively 
knocking the goaltender and the Canadiens out, with goals from Pierre-
Luc Dubois and Mark Schiefele putting them on ice for the 6-3 win at Bell 
MTS Place. 

“Just gotta be better,” Price said after allowing five goals for a fifth time in 
12 starts this season. 

I’ll come back to that, because Price is not alone. Enough of his 
teammates played like shattered versions of themselves, just like they 
have of late, and there’s plenty of blame to go around for this loss. 

“We cracked,” Ducharme said. “We cracked mentally. We cracked 
physically.” 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Ducharme is not worried about Price's recent form in net 

This game didn’t start that way. 

The Canadiens came out strong. They jumped out of the blocks with 
speed, in control of nearly every aspect of play, determined to reverse 
the tidal wave that had sunk them to a 2-4-2 record in their last eight 
games. They got two goals off Joel Armia’s stick thanks to two plays that 
exhibited the type of creativity that had been sorely lacking in their game 
through February. 

But then Shea Weber took a delay-of-game penalty 4:55 into the second 
period -- the first of four penalties the Canadiens took in the game -- and 
the 22nd-ranked penalty kill stepped on the ice and got caught trying to 
compensate for the disturbing trend that had undone their strong start to 
the season in this department. Instead of “chasing our tails too much,” as 
general manager Marc Bergevin put it after firing Julien Wednesday, the 
penalty kill froze, leading to a sequence where every player in bleu, blanc 
et rouge looked bad and Jets forward Kyle Connor benefited with his 
ninth goal of the season. 

“(Jets captain Blake) Wheeler tapped one off Pricey’s back, I tried to 
check as many sticks as I could, (Jeff Petry) tried to ice it and it was right 
on (Connor’s) tape and in the net,” said Phillip Danault. 

He didn’t mention the part where he lost the faceoff clean -- the first of 
seven he failed to pull back out of the nine he took on the penalty kill on 
this night. 

Danault, like Price, has been struggling. He came into the game with 
zero goals on the year and with his confidence in flux, Ducharme 
reunited him with Tomas Tatar and Brendan Gallagher -- the line that had 
been Montreal’s most effective for two seasons prior to this one -- and 
tapped him for every key draw in the game. It was a you-got-this gesture 
the 28-year-old centre failed to repay. 

That Danault finished his night on the fourth line, between Paul Byron 
and Artturi Lehkonen, was indicative of how he played and is likely 
foreshadowing for where he’ll be on Saturday when these teams face 
each other again. 

I digress. 

What happened after the penalty kill froze on Connor’s goal was one of 
the most mystifying sequences of the last month. The Canadiens got a 
power play, failed in every aspect of it, and then miraculously scored 
when Jesperi Kotkaniemi accidentally hit a Jets defender with a failed 
dump-in attempt and ended up with a two-on-one that Tatar finished. 

I doubt it was because Josh Anderson wasn’t available after leaving the 
game late in the first period because he was tripped by Dylan DeMelo, 
but without him, that first power play was a comedy sketch. The two 
others the Canadiens had afterwards were like that scene in Misery 
where Kathy Bates breaks James Caan’s ankles -- just painful to watch. 

Jonathan Drouin was tremendous at five-on-five, setting up Armia’s 
second goal and a couple of others Anderson failed to finish before he 
left the game, but he said afterwards he was as much a part of the 
persisting problem there as anyone. 

“We’re terrible right now,” Drouin said. “Whatever unit goes on, we’re not 
creating anything. I’m a power-play guy, I gotta be better, I gotta make 
plays, I gotta make better zone entries. When the puck’s on my stick or 
(Nick Suzuki’s), we’ve gotta make better entries. That’s where it is. It’s on 
us. It’s not on the (coaching) staff, it’s not on the system, it’s on players 
making the right plays and making sure we retrieve those pucks. 

“We don’t win many battles when there’s a loose puck, and that’s a big 
issue for us. You’ve gotta stick your nose in and get dirty and make the 
right plays at the right time.” 

The discipline issue -- the Canadiens came into the game as the second-
most penalized team in the NHL -- and the special teams weren’t going 
to be fixed overnight. Neither were the poor regroups, the over-
backchecks, disconnected forechecks and other bad habits that have 
crept into the Canadiens’ game. 
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“The word habits speaks for itself,” said Ducharme. “You have to create 
them, and creating them takes time. And undoing them takes time. We’re 
going to do it… There are some things that take time, but we’re going to 
have to accelerate (the process). That’s our reality.” 

Thirty-seven games remain, the schedule is unrelenting and the 
Canadiens don’t have much time to practice while playing every second 
day and oftentimes back-to-back. But they’ll have to move quickly on 
these issues. 

The opposite approach is likely needed with Price. 

“I just think maybe I’m overthinking things,” Price said. 

Taking some time to work on technical adjustments with goaltending 
coach Stephane Waite might ease his mind. Time Allen can buy and time 
away from games while the Canadiens iron out the kinks in front of him, 
could offer hope beyond prayers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers finding new ways to win as first-place battle with 
Maple Leafs looms 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON -- With a tandem of Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen, it was 
widely believed that Edmonton Oilers weren’t good enough in hockey’s 
most important position. 

Well, the morning after an acrobatic, 32-save shut out by Smith, the 
Oilers find themselves four points out of what is TRULY hockey’s most 
important position. 

First place. 

Fresh off a two-game sweep of a home-and-home versus Calgary, the 
Oilers completed a two-game sweep with a gutsy, gritty 3-0 win at 
Vancouver, pulling within four points of North Division-leading Toronto 
and setting up a tasty three-game set between those two clubs beginning 
Saturday in Edmonton. 

This was a goaltending duel between Smith and Thatcher Demko, who 
stopped 31 including at least three breakaways. The Oilers guy was just 
a bit better, the story of the season thus far for Vancouver. 

“I just really want to play well for this group,” Smith said after the game. “I 
feel like we’ve done a lot of good things this year, and put us in a good 
spot. I don’t want that to slide away because of goaltending. It’s a 
mission I’m on. 

“We’re learning to win different ways. It’s getting us important points right 
now.” 

Remaining Time -1:11 

Oilers' Smith thinks he still 'has a lot to give' 

In their past four games the Oilers have won in four completely different 
fashions: 

• A 2-1, defensive road win at Calgary with the goals scored by Jesse 
Puljujarvi and fourth-liner Gaetan Haas. 

• A 7-1 blowout where Connor McDavid ran through the Flames up in 
Edmonton. 

• Erasing a 3-0 deficit to beat Vancouver 4-3 on Tuesday. 

• And on Thursday, a goaltender’s duel, where the Oilers just pulled 
away, taking care of their own end first, and scoring enough to get by. 

“It’s not just about the points. We’re doing it in different ways,” Smith 
said. “We came back last game, and this was a real tight game and we 
find a way to grind one out.” 

The Canucks are undoubtedly the most fragile team in the North Division 
these days, a team that has been inventing new ways to lose all season 
long. Edmonton, meanwhile, has for the first time in a very long while 
forged a confidence that seems unbreakable. 

Demko was absolutely fantastic on Thursday. Good enough to make any 
team feel like this might not be their night. 

But Alex Chiasson stuffed one home on a second period powerplay, and 
Puljujarvi scored similarly at 12:35 of the third. The goals weren’t pretty, 
but the scoreboard was, completed by McDavid’s empty netter. 

“It’s experience. It’s confidence,” said Smith, asked to describe the 
team’s mojo. “It’s learning how to win close games -- believing in the 
group, and what the coaching staff is preaching. It’s everyone getting on 
the same page… and I feel like we’ve really, really taken a step in the 
right direction here. 

“You can feel it,” he continued. “It’s a different feeling in the locker room. 
This team is gaining confidence every single day we’re together. Guys 
are gelling… Winning helps in gaining confidence, and a swagger about 
the group. We feel we can win close games, or games where we’re 
down.” 

Home of the Oilers 

Stream every Edmonton Oilers game this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

A team that started the season with a 3-6 record has now won six 
straight on the road (for the first time since 1987), eight of their last nine, 
and 11 of 13. 

And the goaltending? They’ve pulled their team save percentage up to 
.909 since Smith returned. He’s now 6-0, but afterwards head coach 
Dave Tippett had a wider smile when asked about Puljujarvi’s crucial 
insurance goal, scored from the blue paint in front of Demko. 

“I love Jesse,” Tippett said. “When he scores? He looks like he’s having 
so much fun, he’s like a kid in a candy store.” 

A topic in Edmonton over the previous 48 hours was how the Oilers 
might handle Canucks rowdy winger Antoine Roussel, who had 
inexplicably thought it a good idea to drop the gloves with Puljujarvi, 
landing a couple of punches on the surprised young Finn on Tuesday. 

Is Darnell Nurse too valuable a player to surrender five minutes in the 
penalty box in exchange for exacting revenge, the radio callers 
wondered? What about Jujhar Khaira? That seemed a better trade. 

In the end, the Oilers simply played hockey and it was Puljujarvi who 
exacted his own revenge. He scored while Roussel was in the box for 
hooking, a delicious plot twist for Edmonton. 

“He plays hard,” Tippett continued on Puljujarvi, who now has six goals. 
“He’s on pucks, he’s around it, he plays hard all the time. He’s come in 
and really given us a boost. He’s a top-six forward who can play in a lot 
of different situations. I think there’s still huge upside on him going 
forward, but he’s been real good for us so far.” 

The closest Vancouver came to solving Smith was when a puck snuck 
underneath him in the second period. It required a review from Toronto 
and was deemed not to have crossed the line. 

How close was that puck to going in? 

What was Smith’s take on the play? 
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“No idea. No clue,” he said. “That’s why I lied there for a minute and had 
a break. Had no idea where the puck was, what the call was. No one was 
talkin’ to me, so I didn’t want to move and make it more obvious than it 
needed to be.” 

Now it’s three straight against the Toronto Maple Leafs, a battle for first 
place in the North. 

Game 1 goes on Hockey Night in Canada Saturday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In Flames' loss to Senators, self-inflicted pains push 
Calgary to new lows 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Pulled midway through the game after surrendering four goals, David 
Rittich paused as he walked towards the dressing room to headbutt a 
door. 

Rather forcefully. 

It’s the kind of move the organization has mimicked of late, self-inflicting 
all sorts of pain to reach new lows Thursday. 

A 6-1 loss to the last-placed Ottawa Senators wiped out any good 
feelings the Flames may have generated in Toronto the previous two 
outings, leaving the Flames with just one regulation win in their last eight 
games. 

It marked the third time in six games the team’s starter was pulled from 
the game. 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Rittich gets pulled, headbutts wall after allowing centre ice goal 

In that span, the Flames have scored just eight goals, finishing with only 
one goal in five of the six. 

So much for the players’ belief that the team’s identity revolves around 
being a hard-checking team that can score. 

Only seven teams in the league have scored fewer goals per game, 
which coach Geoff Ward and several players believe has plenty to do 
with the high rate of neutral zone turnovers costing them zone entries. 

“The last little bit we’ve been having trouble getting into the offensive 
zone – that’s certainly going to be a factor,” said Ward, adding his team 
isn’t getting to the inside once in the zone. 

“We missed the net an awful lot. That’s not the only night that has 
happened.” 

This cub seems to be running out of answers these days. 

And time. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Lucic says Flames loss ‘is on the players,’ nobody else 

Playing the second half of a back-to-back following their loss in Toronto 
Wednesday, the Flames trailed 2-0 after the first period before a Milan 
Lucic goal breathed life into the visitors two minutes into the second. 

Five minutes later the Senators had scored two more, including an Erik 
Brannstrom slapper from outside the blueline that eluded Rittich and 
ultimately ended his otherwise impressive return to form of late. 

It was a tough pill for Rittich to swallow after stopping 70 shots in a row 
against the Leafs before losing the game in overtime. 

“After the fourth one it’s tough,” said Andersson, whose club showed very 
little pushback after that. “We played in their zone quite a bit and got 
some shots through and it just felt like every time we had a turnover or 
odd-man [rush] against they capitalized. We’ve got to stick together and 
believe in each other still and try to create more energy.” 

And try not to make it so obvious that, after an admittedly bad goal, they 
don’t give up. 

“Feels like it was deflating after the third goal, and especially the fourth 
goal [but] we can’t let a goal suck the life out of us the way it has 
recently,” said Lucic, whose club gave up two more in the third with 
Flames fourth-stringer Artyom Zagidulin making his NHL debut. 

“We’ve got to be better. This one definitely is not a good feeling right 
now.” 

Remaining Time -1:32 

Flames lacking emotional fire in tough loss to Senators 

Playing their fifth game in seven nights, the Flames were indeed showing 
it, admittedly not at their best following an emotional ending in Toronto 
less than 24 hours earlier. 

Nonetheless, you can bet the noise calling for the coach to be fired, 
trades to be made and hell to pay will reach a feverish pitch Friday. 

Well aware of that, Lucic wanted his thoughts known on where the blame 
should lie. 

“This one is on us, it’s on the players,” said Lucic, a longtime supporter of 
Ward, with whom he won a Stanley Cup in Boston. 

“The coaching staff hasn’t changed from last year and that was one of 
our strong points and when we started to move in the right direction, 
playing as a five man unit and for each other and sacrificing for each 
other. We need to find that again. That’s up to the players and no one 
else.” 

Home of the Flames 

Stream every Calgary Flames game this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Those who tuned in to see how the Tkachuk brothers would fare against 
one another left disappointed, as neither found the scoresheet despite 
generating ten shots and ten hits between them. Big Brady had nine of 
those hits. 

“Anybody that thinks we’re going to fight is an idiot,” declared Matthew 
before the game, potentially costing the broadcast some viewers. 

“I don’t know why people keep saying that each and every year. They 
obviously haven’t played against their brother in a sport ever.” 

If you’re a Flames fan the most entertaining moment of the night was 
when the button on analyst Kelly Hrudey’s jacket was shown popping off 
to start the third period, causing the veteran broadcaster to laugh 
hysterically. 

Flames fans will have to smile through the pain until Saturday when 
game two of this four-game series starts at 11 a.m. MT. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks continue to plummet down NHL standings, with 
no bottom in sight 
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Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – On the way to their nadir back in 2017 – at least, we 
thought it was the low point – the Vancouver Canucks managed to go 
winless on a five-game homestand near the end of Willie Desjardins’ final 
season as coach. 

He was replaced later that spring by Travis Green, and the Canucks 
began to get incrementally better. Adding some of the most talented, 
dynamic young players in franchise history has helped a little. But 
Thursday’s 3-0 shutout loss to the Edmonton Oilers ended the Canucks’ 
worst significant homestand since then, as Vancouver went 0-3-1 against 
the Oilers and Winnipeg Jets. 

But even as the Canucks plummet back down the National Hockey 
League standings, we still can’t see the bottom. It already feels worse 
than that 69-point season four years ago. 

That Vancouver team was finally starting to get serious about a rebuild 
and everyone knew it would be lousy. These Canucks won two playoff 
rounds last summer and, with the foundation of their team re-constructed 
on Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes, Brock Boeser and Bo Horvat, 
Vancouver is now 8-14-2 in the pandemic-shortened season and has two 
wins in 12 games in February. 

Green said late Thursday that playing well and not winning, as the 
Canucks have generally done the last eight games, feels like banging 
your head against a wall. Everyone has headaches. 

“I think that right now we've been playing a lot better and just not getting 
the result and, obviously, that has a different kind of frustration of its 
own,” goalie Thatcher Demko said after his own impressive and unfruitful 
performance. “It's another thing that this team here is going to have to 
battle through. 

“It's obviously hard. It's kind of the same thing that we've been talking 
about: playing a pretty good game there, I thought, and not being able to 
find the back of the net. I thought we created some really good chances 
and it's just kind of the way the game went.” 

The Oilers are the opposite of the Canucks. They’ve won 10 of 12 and 
just as the Canucks, no matter how well they play, still look likely to lose, 
the Oilers always seem to be on the verge of winning regardless of the 
score. 

And what has Edmonton done to goalie Mike Smith? The 38-year-old not 
only is playing like vintage Mike Smith but looks like vintage Dominik 
Hasek, doing cartwheels – literally – to keep the puck out and making 
saves with leg movements more traditionally associated with 
synchronized swimming. 

Smith stopped all 32 Canucks shots to improve on his .944 save 
percentage this season. 

All Edmonton needed besides its goalie were power-play markers by 
Alex Chiasson and Jesse Puljujarvi and an empty-netter from Connor 
McDavid, who was held to eight shots on net. 

Demko stopped every even-strength shot but was powerless to help the 
Canucks’ struggling power play. 

Yet again, the 22nd-ranked unit was a major disappointment and a major 
factor, finishing 0-for-4 and failing to register a single shot on target 
during two third-period advantages when the score was only 1-0. 

Green has talked often this season about urgency and intensity in the 
Canucks’ even-strength game, but those principles should also apply to a 
power play that had zone time but few close-range chances. J.T. Miller 
chipped a rebound wide on Vancouver’s first power play, which also saw 
Boeser stopped by Smith in tight during the first period. But after that, 
there was a lot of perimeter passing and the failed hope that Pettersson 
might wire a one-timer from distance. 

“It's a little bit different type of urgency though,” Green said. “We talk 
about our skating and our compete a lot in our room. And yet, when 
you're playing with the puck, it's a little bit different. Sometimes you force 
plays, too, when you're trying to play urgent. I'm not going to sit here and 
pick apart our power play. They're trying to do their best and it didn't go 
their way tonight. And they know that. That group ...in a game like this, 
you know that your power play didn't get the job done. But on the flip 
side, our penalty kill didn't get it done either.” 

With the same players on the top unit, the Canucks’ power play was 
fourth in the NHL last season at 24.2 per cent. This season, the 
aggregate success rate is just 15.9 per cent. The power play went 1-for-
13 on the homestand. 

“We're just not putting the puck in the net when we need to right now,” 
Green said. “We had a lot of good looks tonight. We had some guys that 
hadn't scored in a while that, normally, that puck probably goes in for 
them. You feel for those guys because you know they want to score bad 
and help.” 

He was speaking especially of Jake Virtanen and Adam Gaudette, who 
had the best scoring chances in the second period but were foiled by 
Smith. 

Green said he liked his deployment changes at forward, as Miller was 
dropped to the third line from the first, Virtanen moved up to play with Bo 
Horvat and Tanner Pearson, while rookie Nils Hoglander accompanied 
Pettersson and Boeser on the top unit. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Hoglander led the Canucks with five shots and drew the loudest cheer of 
the night from teammates for steamrolling Oilers defenceman Kris 
Russell. 

But the result was still another loss. And zero goals. 

“From a coach's standpoint, the frustration level is higher when you're not 
playing well,” Green said. “When you're playing well and not getting 
results, you tend to feel like you're banging your head against the wall 
and you feel for your players a little bit. 

"And I think it's probably harder on the players as well. . . when they go 
home at night and they know that they've played a pretty good hockey 
game and didn't get the result.” 

Again and again and again. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Oilers can't afford to lose 'winger to the stars' Nugent-
Hopkins 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — He arrived a decade ago as “Hoppy,” a nickname 
bestowed upon Ryan Nugent-Hopkins by his junior teammates in Red 
Deer. 

Skinny, pink-cheeked and about 170 lbs. worth of teenager, he was the 
Edmonton Oilers’ second consecutive No. 1 overall pick. The centreman 
who, together with a 19-year-old Taylor Hall, would undoubtedly hang a 
few more Stanley Cup banners in the rafters here in Edmonton. 

Ten seasons and one playoff appearance later, “Hoppy” became “Nuge,” 
which lately morphed into “Nuggy” (rhymes with buggy), thanks to 
teammate Leon Draisaitl. 
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“Nuggy is our quiet leader,” Draisaitl declared. “He’s not the loudest guy, 
maybe not the most vocal, but he just does everything right.” 

Through it all, ol’ Nuggy moved over to left wing, and now at age 27 is a 
pending unrestricted free agent. My, how our boy has grown. 

“In a lot of ways it’s flown by,” he said. “It’s crazy to think this is my 10th 
year now.” 

The term “Swiss Army Knife” doesn’t really do Nugent-Hopkins justice. 
He’s high-end talent, but not too proud to do whatever job needs doing in 
Edmonton — which means GM Ken Holland would very likely need to 
acquire two players to fill Nugent-Hopkins’ shoes if he lets him walk. 

A No. 1 pick is supposed to be the best forward on his team, but on a 
roster that includes Connor McDavid and Draisaitl, Nugent-Hopkins has 
nestled into his role as perhaps their most versatile forward, alongside 
Draisaitl. He is the winger to the stars, most often with McDavid, a 
smooth and subtle killer of penalties, and an integral component on a 
power play that has again cracked the NHL’s Top 10 is trending north in 
the North. 

If you’d have told 18-year-old Ryan Nugent-Hopkins that this is what he 
would be a decade into his career, would he have believed you? 

“Good question,” he mused. “I’m not the same player I was back then, 
but you’ve got to evolve your game. Find a way to be an effective player 
in this league. My evolution through the years has brought me to this 
point, where this is the game that can have the biggest positive impact 
for my team. 

“I was just a young kid. A lot skinnier,” he said, looking back to draft day 
2011. “Through the years I’ve learned a lot about how to be a pro, but 
back then? You just have to find your way in the league.” 

So, who is Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, and what would the Edmonton Oilers 
be losing if they do not find a way to re-sign the player as his seven-year, 
$42 million dollar deal — just his second NHL contract — expires? 

Well, as it turns out, he is a lot of things. 

Head coach Dave Tippett: “He’s got strong hockey I.Q., good skill, but he 
uses it on both sides of the puck. Not just the offensive side. That makes 
him a player who guys want to play with. And as a coach, when you look 
down the bench for someone who can get a job done — whether it’s 
offensively or defensively — and he’s the guy you can put in both of 
those positions. Just a good player.” 

Defenceman Darnell Nurse: “He’s one of the best two-way players in the 
league, one of those guys who is always going to make the right play. If 
there’s a breakdown, you can always count on him to be in position to 
help you out. 

“As a leader, he’s not the loudest guy. But he sets such a good example 
each and every day for the guys on this team.” 

And Draisaitl: “He competes like crazy (and) does so many little things 
right on the ice, off the ice…. He’s just a very calming presence. Never 
gets too high or too low — just a great professional. 

“Power play, penalty kill… He just does it all for us.” 

OK, then. He’s a good player and everyone wants him back — fans, 
players, the coach, and we’ll bet the GM as well. 

So what’s he worth and for how many years? 

The answer, in this ever-shifting hockey economy, is complex. His 
current average annual value is $6 million — but now a winger, which is 
worth less than a centre. Our guess is, $7 million would be about as high 
as Holland needs to go, a number that will fluctuate with contract length. 

It’s term that complicates these deals, especially when the player is 
signing a deal at age 28. Settled into a lovely home in Edmonton’s west 
end, married for coming on two years and seemingly willing to finish a 
career and raise a family in Edmonton, Nugent-Hopkins is that rare high-

end NHL player who wants to be in Edmonton. That’s got to be worth 
something. 

Holland can sign him for eight years if he chooses to, but in an economy 
that saw Taylor Hall and Mike Hoffman settle for one-year deals – even 
Tyler Toffoli took four years and $17 million from Montreal — 
negotiations will likely centre around the final few years of the deal. The 
seasons when Nugent-Hopkins is 34, 35, 36 years of age. 

As for timing, experience tells us that the Apr. 12 trade deadline tends to 
be a catalyst, but likely only if the Oilers are out of the playoff race and 
forced to choose between signing their asset or moving him at the 
deadline. We don’t see a lot of acrimony between a very chilled 
personality in Nugent-Hopkins, and a team that could say, “Let’s push 
this back while we make a playoff run.” 

The two sides spoke before the season, but have ceased negotiations 
since. We suspect they’ll throw a log on the fire in mid-March, as the 
team’s playoff position gets solidified or not. 

“Personally I’ve kind of put it aside. I just want to focus on playing,” 
Nugent-Hopkins said. “We’re rolling along here and it’s a lot of fun. There 
is going to be some questions, and people bringing it up. But my main 
focus here is hockey. 

“Hopefully everything works out.” 
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TSN.CA / Kylington 'honoured' to don skates paying tribute to O’Ree 

Oliver Kylington, who was born in Sweden and whose mother is from 
Eritrea, a small country in northeast Africa, wore skates paying tribute to 
Willie O’Ree, the first Black player in league history, during Wednesday's 
game. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

On Wednesday evening, Calgary Flames blueliner Oliver Kylington 
suited up for his 89th career NHL game when the Flames faced the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at Scotiabank Arena. 

Everything about his equipment was typical for a game day, except for 
his skates. 

Kylington, who was born in Sweden and whose mother is from Eritrea, a 
small country in northeast Africa, had been approached by the league to 
wear skates paying tribute to Willie O’Ree, the first Black player in league 
history, during Black History Month. 

Kylington received his skates this week and wore them in Wednesday’s 
game as the Flames lost 2-1 in overtime to the Maple Leafs. 

The custom skates, which were made by Bauer Hockey, depict an image 
of O'Ree on one side as well as the Hall of Famer’s autograph, the date 
he made his NHL debut with the Boston Bruins (January 18, 1958) and 
the phrase “All I needed was the opportunity.” 

The other side of the skate includes several words such as “Respect,” 
“Equality” and “Diversity” while his jersey number (22) is stamped on the 
back of the skate. 

“I was just happy to have them on,” the 23-year-old Kylington said after 
the game. 

“Obviously, with new skates they’re a bit tough to get into but besides 
that, it was an honour to wear them and it’s a good look, too. It was 
exciting.” 
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Several NHLers have worn the skates during Black History Month, 
including Chicago Blackhawks star Patrick Kane and Florida Panthers 
forward Anthony Duclair. The skates will be auctioned off, with proceeds 
going to Black Girl Hockey Club, an American nonprofit dedicated to 
making the sport more inclusive. 

By playing in the NHL, O’Ree inspired other visible minorities that they, 
too, could pursue the sport and ascend to its highest level. 

For Kylington, that role model is former NHL defenceman Johnny Oduya, 
who is also Swedish and has Kenyan roots. Oduya had an 850-game 
NHL career with stops in New Jersey, Atlanta, Winnipeg, Chicago, 
Dallas, Ottawa and Philadelphia. 

Oduya and Kylington, who are 16 years apart in age, were introduced to 
one another by Kylington’s father several years ago and formed an 
instant bond. Their relationship has evolved beyond simply mentor-
protégé, with Oduya considered family by the Kylingtons. 

“He’s like a big, older brother for me,” Kylington said. “I’ve known him 
since I was a kid. He’s been there since Day 1. He’s a guy that I lean on 
and someone that’s been impactful in my career on and off the ice. He’s 
been a guy I looked up to as a kid and now having that relationship with 
him, you build a strong connection. 

“Obviously, he had a good career in the NHL, so he’s a good guy for me 
to bounce ideas off and elevate my game. He was, for sure, my hero 
when I was a kid.” 

This season, the NHL has implemented several other diversity-related 
initiatives, including funding for different grassroots hockey programs. 

Kylington is hopeful that the sport will evolve even further as it attempts 
to become more welcoming to different communities. 

“Obviously I want, in the future, different ethnicities playing in the NHL 
and having people with different backgrounds seeing that it’s possible to 
make it,” he said. “Just for them to see that you can make it to the NHL if 
you work hard, that it doesn't matter what you look like or what skin 
colour you have. Anything is possible.” 

And what about the possibility that young hockey players who are from 
minority groups will now look at Kylington the same way he once glanced 
at Oduya? 

“I’m just trying to lead by good example, prepare, and do my best as a 
hockey player,” Kylington said. 
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