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Hurricanes outlast Florida Panthers for 4-3 shootout victory  

By Chip Alexander  

Two days after feeling down and deflated, the Carolina 
Hurricanes had much to smile about Saturday. 

The Canes edged the Florida Panthers 4-3 in a five-round 
shootout at BB&T Center, ending the three-game losing 
streak that came against the Tampa Bay Lightning by 
beating the team that was leading the Central Division. 

Vincent Trocheck, who once helped the Panthers win a 
bunch of games, was victorious in his first return to South 
Florida. Trocheck, traded to the Canes last February, scored 
a power-play goal and also scored in the shootout against 
his former team, calling the win special. 

Trocheck, a steely eyed, stick-to-business type, also found 
himself a bit emotional when the Panthers honored him with 
a short video in the first period. 

“It was awesome to see the tribute they gave me,” Trocheck 
said after the game. “It was very classy of them. I was just 
trying to keep it together.” 

Trocheck held it together well enough to score on the power 
play not long after the video clip, redirecting a Dougie 
Hamilton shot for a 1-0 lead with his team-leading 10th goal 
of the season. 

Martin Necas had the winning shootout goal in the fifth round 
for the Canes (13-6-1), scoring after Trocheck and Dougie 
Hamilton had beaten goalie Sergei Bobrovsky. Canes goalie 
James Reimer, another former Panther, survived a rocky 
third period to earn the victory with 28 saves. 

Patric Hornqvist tied the score 3-3 with 1:54 in regulation for 
the Panthers (13-4-3), and scored again in the shootout. 
Aleksander Barkov also got the puck past Reimer in the 
shootout but Carolina, the team that once struggled mightily 
in shootouts, now has won for a 10th straight time. 

Good rebound win 

While giving up a point to the Panthers, the Canes were 
happy to be leaving with two after playing so well Thursday 
against Tampa Bay and eating a tough regulation loss. 

Defenseman Jake Bean picked up his first NHL goal for the 
Canes, also scoring on a power play with a shot from the left 
point early in the third. Necas collected the puck for his 
former Charlotte Checkers teammate as a memento, then 
flipped it to goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, another former Checkers 
teammate, on the bench. 

Warren Foegele had the third Canes goal, giving the Canes 
a 3-2 lead in the third as Brett Pesce earned his second 
assist of the game. That came after Jonathan Huberdeau 
and Frank Vatrano had scored for a 2-2 tie as the Panthers 
looked for another comeback win after beating the Dallas 
Stars with three third-period goals in their last game. 

“It wasn’t pretty,” Foegele said of a victory. “We got the win, 
but we definitely need to figure out how to be consistent and 
stick to what makes us successful. Right now we’re having 
spurts of it but we all need to do it.” 

While the Canes allowed a power-play goal in the third, the 
puck sliding past Reimer’s right pad at the post, coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said penalty killing helped set the Canes in 
motion in the second period. The Canes had three 
shorthanded chances on a Panthers power play as 
Sebastian Aho hit a post, Brock McGinn was denied on a 
backhander and then Necas had the puck poked away by 
Bobrovsky.  

The Canes killed off that penalty and two others against one 
of the NHL’s best power-play teams. 

“That’s a great power play over there and if you look at it, we 
probably had more chances that they did on the penalty 
killing,” Brind’Amour said. “That actually got our game going. 
Even though we were up 1-0 we weren’t playing that well. 
That kind of flipped the momentum and got us rolling.” 

During the third period, players from both teams got into a 
chippy, push-and-shove scrum by the Panthers net. The 
Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov was hit by two players and a third 
missed on a punch, although there was no penalty called.  

The Canes and Panthers go at it again Monday at BB&T 
Center. Odds are, it will be another intense one.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exclusive: As Mrazek eyes return, Canes goalie hopes to pick up where he left off  
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By Luke DeCock  

At first, when Max McCormick crashed into Petr Mrazek, 
colliding with the unprotected hand on the back of Mrazek’s 
blocker, the Carolina Hurricanes goalie thought he broke his 
right wrist. Or maybe a couple fingers, from the way the pain 
shot up his arm. Then he saw his thumb dangling. He’d 
never skated as fast as he did toward the bench. 

It took doctors two tries to pop his dislocated right thumb 
back into place in the locker room that night four weeks ago, 
putting a semicolon on Mrazek’s scorching hot start to the 
delayed season.  

Two tries. 

“You’re in shock, I would say,” Mrazek told the News & 
Observer on Saturday. “You don’t feel it much in the 
beginning, when the doctor grabs your hand and the thumb. 
It’s a great feeling when he puts it back. Your body releases, 
the stress and everything. I was happy they were able to put 
it back, because I heard from other players and from my 
friends, sometimes it doesn’t happen.” 

Sometimes it doesn’t, and Mrazek would have missed even 
more time if that were the case. But after undergoing surgery 
in Colorado on Feb. 3, Mrazek practiced with a stick in his 
hand for the first time Saturday before the Hurricanes’ game 
at the Florida Panthers, one step closer to getting back in the 
net. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell told the N&O on 
Friday that the team is targeting next Sunday, when the 
Hurricanes host the Panthers, for Mrazek’s return. As he 
feels his way through this process, Mrazek isn’t putting any 
timetables on anything. 

“We’ll see how it goes,” Mrazek said. “I would like to play this 
Monday if that would be possible. But I will just take it day by 
day. It depends how the hand feels and then we go from 
there. If it’s Tuesday, Thursday, next week, 10 days, it’s hard 
to say with these injuries.” 

While James Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic have been more 
than adequate in Mrazek’s absence, neither has approached 
the level Mrazek was playing at to start the season. He 
allowed three goals in four starts, two of them shutouts, for a 
ridiculous 0.99 goals-against average and .954 save 
percentage, both best in the NHL when he was hurt. That 
may not be possible to sustain, injury or no, but the closer 
Mrazek plays to that level, the higher the Hurricanes’ ceiling 
as a team. 

“Hopefully, we can get him back as soon as he’s ready,” 
Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton said. “We haven’t 
seen him too much on the ice, but he’s getting better and 
better.” 

The eyes have it 

Mrazek is confident he can pick up where he left off, because 
his hot start had roots months earlier, in another injury 

absence almost exactly one year ago. Last February, Mrazek 
suffered a concussion in a collision with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs’ Kyle Clifford, the second of two goalie injuries that 
night leading to David Ayres’ famous emergency cameo in 
net, coming soon to a Disney movie. 

The concussion caused problems with Mrazek’s vision that 
had to be addressed with special therapy to retrain his brain 
how to focus in sync, a relatively common brain-injury 
symptom. But the treatment became a tool for Mrazek, who 
continued with the vision therapy long after his symptoms 
abated. 

“It’s just to connect my eyes with my body, have them 
working together at the same time,” Mrazek said. “Those are 
things I never knew about them. When my concussion 
happened, I was happy it wasn’t that bad, but it showed me 
something I was missing. Now everything’s in place. I feel 
like it really worked.” 

The connection between vision training and performance 
isn’t new — the Hurricanes’ former team eye doctor, Mike 
Peters, wrote a book about the importance of vision in sports 
and how it can be improved, called “See to Play” — but 
Mrazek found his concussion treatment with Raleigh neuro-
ophthalmologist Susan Durham had an immediate and 
positive impact on his play, even in his first game back in 
March, the Hurricanes’ last before the season shut down 
because of COVID. 

That carried through into the playoff bubble in August, where 
Mrazek finished in the top eight in goals-against average and 
save percentage despite the Hurricanes’ first-round 
elimination at the hands of the Boston Bruins. 

The rap on Mrazek has always been that he’s a reflex goalie 
who can make the difficult first save but isn’t always able to 
get back in position to handle rebounds or net-front 
scrambles. In the process of working to improve his vision 
and eye reflexes, he found he could be slightly less 
aggressive in the net. He spent the summer working on it, 
and got immediate results when the season started in 
January. 

“I feel like I’m waiting for the puck even more,” Mrazek said. 
“I don’t feel like I have to play as aggressive. I can be a little 
deeper, stay big in net. I was looking into changing it over the 
years, but also that’s experience. I’ve been around for a long 
time. I have the experience playing games, and I see the 
game differently now.” 

Still, even with all that experience, there’s always something 
novel around the corner. While Mrazek has been injured 
many times before, like any goalie, none of them were ever 
as visibly shocking as the sight of his thumb in the wrong 
place. That was a new one. 

“That was the first time,” Mrazek said. “I hope I won’t go 
through that again.”
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Hurricanes squander lead, recover for shootout win in Florida 

Carolina gave up a two-goal cushion in the third period but 
dominated overtime and got two points in the shootout 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes squandered a two-goal lead in the 
third period but still managed to snap their three-game losing 
streak, beating the Panthers in the shootout on Saturday in 
Florida. Vincent Trocheck, Jake Bean and Warren Foegele 
scored in regulation, and three Carolina players scored five 
hole on Sergei Bobrovsky to earn the two points. 

Three Thoughts 

1. It wasn’t the prettiest win — the Panthers dominated 
possession and rallied from two goals down in the third to tie 
the game — but Carolina found a way to get two points on a 
night when it desperately needed to put an end to a three-
game skid. 

Martin Necas finished it off in the shootout, but not before a 
five-goal third period that saw Florida rally, the Hurricanes 
reclaim the lead, and the Panthers tying it with under two 
minutes left. 

“It wasn’t pretty,” said Foegele, who scored the go-ahead 
goal with under six minutes left. “Just have to get the win. 
But we definitely need to figure it out, to be consistent and 
stick to what makes us successful. 

“Right now we’re having spurts of it, but we need to probably 
stop talking about it and we need we need to do it.” 

2. For the second time in as many games against his former 
team, Trocheck scored against the Panthers. On Carolina’s 
first power play of the night, Trocheck redirected a Dougie 
Hamilton shot past Bobrovsky (30 saves) to give the 
Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. 

He also helped Carolina in the shootout, scoring as the 
second shooter. It was his first time playing in Sunrise since 
we was traded to the Hurricanes just over a year ago, and 
the Panthers honored his time in Florida with a video tribute. 

“It’s a good feeling,” Trocheck said. “Obviously, I played here 
for a long time and (have) a lot of good memories here. But 
to be able to come back, play against them and get the win is 
really special.” 

3. Special teams were the difference for the Hurricanes. Not 
only did Carolina score on its first two power play 
opportunities, but the penalty kill shut down the Florida 
power play in the first two periods to keep the game close. 

“The big thing was the penalty kill,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I know we gave up one, but that’s a great 

power play over there. And if you really look, we actually 
probably had more chances than they did. … I thought the 
penalty kill, in that stretch in the second period really kind of 
flipped the momentum and got us kind of rolling.” 

Number To Know 

10 — Assists for Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce after he 
had two Saturday night. He’s reached double digits in just 20 
games this season, and — despite this season being 
shortened to 56 games — he is on pace for a career-high 26 
assists and has two goals so far. His previous best statistical 
season was 2018-19 when he had seven goals, 22 assists 
and 29 points. 

They Said It 

“It was so weird. It was awesome to see the tribute they gave 
me. It was very classy of them; obviously, a little emotional. I 
was just trying to keep it together, really.” 

— Vincent Trocheck on being honored by his former team 
during his first game as a visiting player in Florida 

Plus 

Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — It was a mostly quiet 
night for Bean — not the worst thing for a rookie defenseman 
— until the start of the third period. Carolina went on the 
power play for the second time in the game just moments 
into the final period on a delay of game call, and Bean — 
quarterbacking the second unit — wristed a shot past 
Bobrovsky for his first career NHL goal that gave the 
Hurricanes a 2-0 lead. 

“Goals are nice, points are nice, but I think the confidence is 
coming from kind of all over the ice,” Bean said. “(It’)s 
coming from playing against good players and playing solid 
D and making a good first pass and kind of figuring out my 
gaps and adjusting to that. And as I get more comfortable, 
that helps my confidence the most.” 

Minus 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — Svechnikov’s 
ascent into the NHL’s elite has stalled as he reached 12 
games without a goal other than one empty-netter. 
Furthermore, Svechnikov took an ill-advised penalty in the 
third period with Carolina up 2-0 that led to the Panthers’ first 
goal at 8:13. Florida followed that up with a goal two minutes 
later that tied the game. Svechnikov was also one of two 
Hurricanes to miss in the shootout. He was stopped by 
Bobrovsky with a chance to win it in the third round.
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Recap: Canes Overcome Panthers in Shootout 

Canes lose lead twice in third, but Necas nets deciding goal 
in shootout 

By Michael Smith 

SUNRISE - Despite twice losing a lead in the third period, 
the Carolina Hurricanes came away with a 4-3 shootout 
victory over the Florida Panthers. 

Martin Necas netted the deciding goal in the fifth round of the 
shootout, the team's 10th straight win in the skills 
competition. 

The Difference 

The Panthers have made a habit of becoming the 
"Comeback Cats." On Thursday night, they rallied with three 
goals in 3:11 to top the Dallas Stars, 3-2. Just 10 days ago in 
Raleigh, the Panthers scored three straight goals to nullify 
the Canes' 2-0 advantage, a game Florida went on to win 4-3 
in overtime. 

In the third period, it seemed like the Panthers were going to 
add another rally victory to their collection, as they flipped 
momentum and evened the score not just once but twice, the 
second tying goal coming with six attackers on and just 1:54 
left in regulation. 

Either sequence could have spelled disaster for the Canes, 
but they brushed the setbacks off and kept plugging until 
they got two points, a big win to snap a three-game skid. 

"We didn't get down," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I 
like how we bounced back from the negative things that go 
on in the game." 

Fist Bumps 

Vincent Trocheck  

During a break late in the first period, a video tribute played 
to welcome back Trocheck, who was drafted by the Panthers 
in 2011 and played 420 games for the franchise from 2013-
20. The video featured messages from his former 
teammates, and Trocheck received a warm reception from 
the crowd afterward, as he smiled and waved in 
acknowledgement. 

Just 56 seconds later, Trocheck scored against his former 
team. Trocheck redirected a point shot from Dougie Hamilton 
to notch his team-leading 10th goal of the season, a power-
play marker that put the Canes up 1-0 before the 
intermission. 

Yeah, that one felt good. 

"It was a good feeling, obviously," he said. "Played here for a 
long time, and a lot of good memories here. To come back 
and play against them and get the win is special." 

Jake Bean  

With the way Bean has been playing - he had five assists in 
as many games in a recent stretch - it was only a matter of 
time before the smooth-skating defenseman netted his 
career first goal in the National Hockey League. 

His first was the Canes' second on the man advantage, as 
he stepped up into a shooting lane and wired a wrist shot 
through traffic into the far corner. 

"We had a good break in on the power play. Pesce rolled 
over the top, gave it to me and I was walking it down. No 
pressure," Bean described. "I saw Nino in front. He had a 
great screen on the goal. It wouldn't have gone in if he wasn't 
there." 

Martin Necas, a teammate of his on the Charlotte Checkers 
Calder Cup championship team, snagged the puck and 
tossed it to Alex Nedeljkovic, another Checkers alum. 

"Marty is a great player and an even better guy. Same with 
Alex. I had a lot of good memories with them in Charlotte," 
Bean smiled. "We're always supporting each other." 

"All the boys on the bench were so happy and so excited for 
him. He's been playing really well. You're always happy for a 
guy to get his first," Warren Foegele said. "He's a really 
special player and a great person." 

Martin Necas 

If for nothing else, Necas deserves fist bumps for his silky 
smooth deciding goal in the shootout. 

Dougie Hamilton and Trocheck also netted goals in the 
shootout, and the Canes are certainly not short on skilled to 
throw over the boards. 

"We've got a lot of talented guys, and they know how to 
score in the shootout," Foegele said. "We're all confident that 
the guys who are going, they're going to get it done." 

Special Teams 

The Canes' power play was unable to make a difference in a 
3-1 loss on Thursday night in Tampa. It finished the night 0-
for-5, and it's not that it was a total mess - it wasn't, and it 
was actually threatening at times - but the lack of execution 
was glaring in the box score, especially when the team 
managed just a goal otherwise. 
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The Canes converted on their first two power plays of the 
game on Saturday, a bounce-back performance for the man 
advantage. 

"The power play was good," Brind'Amour said. "We got a 
couple bounces, a couple pucks that went in that weren't 
going in the other night." 

The Canes' penalty kill was equally impressive. It finished 3-
for-4 on the evening, but the Canes arguably generated 
more scoring chances shorthanded than the Panthers had a 
man up, especially in the second period. 

In just 68 seconds, the Canes had three shorthanded 
breakaways. Sebastian Aho put a shot off the post. Then, 
Sergei Bobrovsky extended the left pad to rob Brock 
McGinn's chance. Shortly after, Bobrovsky poked the puck 
off Necas' stick. 

"That actually got our game going," Brind'Amour said. "I 
thought the penalty kill really flipped the momentum and got 
us rolling." 

Stats Pack 

10: The Canes have won their last 10 shootouts, the longest 
active streak in the NHL that dates back to March 2019. 

10: Pesce tallied two primary assists to bring his season total 
to 10, tied for second-most on the team. His second helper of 
the game was a critical one, as his shot was deflected in by 
Foegele to put the Canes ahead 3-2 late in the third period. 
Pesce now has four points (1g, 3a) in his last four games. 

"He's got a lot of poise," Foegele said. "We have to go to the 
net. That's where the goals are. It was a great shot by Brett." 

Quote of the Night 

"We needed to get the win here. … Every game matters and 
every point matters. To get two points against a good team is 
important." - Vincent Trocheck 

Up Next 

The Canes and Panthers will rematch on Monday night. 

 

 

Hurricanes recover to top Panthers in shootout, end skid 

Get first victory in four games after Hornqvist ties it late for 
Florida 

By Alain Poupart 

SUNRISE, Fla. -- The Carolina Hurricanes ended a three-
game losing streak by defeating the Florida Panthers 4-3 in 
the shootout at BB&T Center on Saturday. 

"We needed to get the win here," Hurricanes forward Vincent 
Trocheck said. "Obviously good teams don't lose back-to-
backs, and we lost three in a row, so coming in tonight 
against a good team we needed to get that win. In this 
shortened season, every game matters, every point matters. 
So to get the two points against a good team is important." 

Martin Necas scored the deciding goal in the fifth round, and 
Brett Pesce had two assists for the Hurricanes (13-6-1). Jake 
Bean scored his first NHL goal, Trocheck scored against his 
former team, and James Reimer made 28 saves. Bean was 
playing his 13th NHL game. 

Patric Hornqvist had a goal and an assist, and Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 30 saves for the Panthers (13-4-3), who 
tied the game twice in the third period. 

"I have a big belief in this team and that they have a lot of 
skill," Bobrovsky said. "I believe we'll eventually score and 
get at least one point. Obviously it's unfortunate. It's a little bit 
tough to lose the way we lost. For me personally, I have to 

be better in the shootouts. Other than that, it was a really 
solid game and a big point for us." 

The teams finish the two-game set here Monday. 

Warren Foegele gave Carolina a 3-2 lead at 14:05 of the 
third after Florida scored twice within two minutes earlier in 
the period to tie it. 

"It wasn't pretty," Foegele said. "Just happy to get the win. 
But we definitely have to figure it out to be consistent and 
stick to what makes us successful. Right now we're having 
spurts of it, but we need to probably stop talking about it and 
we all need to do it." 

Hornqvist tied it 3-3 at 18:06 with Bobrovksy pulled for the 
extra attacker. 

Florida scored three goals in the third period for a second 
consecutive game, also doing it in a 3-2 win against the 
Dallas Stars on Thursday. 

"We started to play more 5-on-5 style (in the third period)," 
Hornqvist said. "Everyone was skating, everyone was 
talking, and it was easy to play hockey in the third. We have 
to start the game like that on Monday." 

Trocheck and Dougie Hamilton scored in the shootout for 
Carolina; Aleksander Barkov and Hornqvist scored for 
Florida. 
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The Hurricanes are 4-0 in the shootout this season. The 
Panthers are 1-2. 

"We definitely upped the talent level around here, so we 
have a lot of good options on the shootout," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "So that's very, very positive. It's 
coming through this year obviously." 

Trocheck, playing his first game at BB&T Center since the 
Panthers traded him to the Hurricanes on Feb. 24, 2020, 
gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 17:38 of the first period with a 
power-play goal when he tipped Hamilton's shot from the 
point. 

"Yeah, it's a good feeling obviously," said Trocheck, who 
played seven seasons for Florida. "Played here for a long 
time and [have] a lot of good memories here. To be able to 
come back and play against them and to get the win is really 
special." 

Bean made it 2-0 on the power play at 1:30 of the third on 
the power play with a shot from the point through traffic. 

"All the boys on the bench were so happy and so excited for 
him," Foegele said. "He's been playing really well since he's 
been up. You're always just happy for the guy to get their 
first. No one better to get it because he works so hard and 
he's a really special player and a great person." 

Jonathan Huberdeau made it 2-1 with a power-play goal at 
8:13 before Vatrano tied it 2-2 at 10:13 when he finished a 2-
on-1 with Mason Marchment. 

"We were fortunate to get the point after coming back twice 
in the third to tie it up," Panthers coach Joel Quenneville 
said. "We'll take the points in these [types of] games, and 
that's a positive thing."

 

 

Necas’ shootout goal lifts Hurricanes past Panthers 4-3  

By Rick Menning 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Martin Necas scored the winning 
goal in a shootout, and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
Florida Panthers 4-3 on Saturday night. 

Vincent Trocheck, Jake Bean and Warren Foegele scored in 
regulation for Carolina, which snapped a three-game skid. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Frank Vatrano, and Patric Hornqvist 
scored for Florida. 

Hornqvist scored his ninth goal of the season with 1:54 
remaining in the third period as Florida rallied for the second 
time in the contest and forced the OT. 

Foegele had given Carolina a 3-2 lead with just under six 
minutes remaining. 

“I like how we bounced back from the negative kind of things 
that (happen) in a game,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We have a lot of good options on the shootout. So 
that’s very, very positive. It’s coming through this year 
obviously.” 

James Reimer had 28 saves for the Hurricanes. Sergei 
Bobrovsky turned back 30 of 33 shots for the Panthers. 

Florida also surged back from a 2-0 deficit within a two-
minute span of the third before Foegele’s goal. 

Carolina capitalized on its first of many power-play chances 
when Trocheck beat Bobrovsky with 2:21 left in the first 
period. It was Trocheck’s 10th goal. 

Minutes earlier, Trocheck was honored with a tribute on the 
video scoreboard during a timeout.  

“It was awesome to see the tribute they gave me,” said 
Trocheck, who spent seven seasons with the Panthers. “It 
was very classy of them. Obviously a little emotional ... I 
played here for a long time and a lot of good memories 
here.”  

The Hurricanes extended their lead to 2-0, again on the man 
advantage when Bean scored his first goal just 1:30 into the 
third period. Brett Pesce and Necas assisted on the goal. 

Florida had cut the deficit with 11:47 remaining as Hornqvist 
stuffed one past Reimer on the power play for his ninth goal. 
The Panthers then tied the game when Vatrano converted a 
perfect feed from Mason Marchment for his sixth goal. 

Carolina’s Brock McGinn and Necas had consecutive 
breakaways on Panthers giveaways in the neutral zone. 
Bobrovsky made a sprawling save on McGinn, and Alex 
Wennberg surged in from behind and poke-checked the puck 
away from Necas. 

Florida outshot the Hurricanes, 10-2, early on before 
Carolina’s late flurry, including Trocheck’s goal with Kevin 
Connauton in the box for tripping.  

Florida coach Joel Quenneville liked the way his team battled 
from behind with another third-period comeback. 

“We chipped away and all of a sudden we get a lot of 
momentum back,” Quenneville said. “The nice thing that’s 
positive about coming back is that we’re scoring some hard 
goals and that’s where the rewards are.” 

DIFFERENT OUTCOME 

The 4-3 result was the second in as many games between 
the two Central Division rivals. Florida edged the Hurricanes, 
4-3, in overtime at the PNC Center earlier this season. 
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A MUCH-NEEDED ’W” 

Trocheck and his teammates were relieved that the 
Hurricanes were able to end their losing streak. 

“We needed to get the win here. Obviously good teams don’t 
lose back-to-backs and we lost three in a row, so coming in 
tonight against a good team we needed to get that win.” 

Carolina did not record its first shot until just past the midway 
point of that period. Florida had the game’s first five shots. 

REUNION TIME 

Along with Trocheck, James Reimer was back in Sunrise as 
a former Panther. It was Reimer’s second visit, with the last 
coming on Oct. 8, 2019. 

Trocheck, who skated in 420 games for the Panthers and 
registered 282 points between 2014-20, also scored against 
his former teammates in Carolina’s overtime loss to Florida. 

ATTENDANCE 

The contest was witnessed by 4,281 fans at the BB&T 
Center. 

UP NEXT 

Florida hosts Carolina on Monday night.

 

 

Recap: Canes secure shootout victory after letting late lead slip away 

The Carolina Hurricanes bounced back for a shootout win 
over the Florida Panthers Saturday night, winning on a 
Martin Necas shootout goal after blowing a 2-0 third-period 
lead.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes avoided complete disaster Saturday 
night in Sunrise, Florida, beating the Florida Panthers 4-3 in 
a shootout after blowing a two-goal lead in the third period.  

The Canes, who had lost three straight coming into 
Saturday’s affair, got a much-needed two points thanks to 
some key shootout saves and the eventual deciding shootout 
goal from Martin Necas, but also let another Central Division 
contender steal a point after an inability to close things out in 
the third frame. 

Former Florida Panther Vincent Trocheck opened the 
scoring for Carolina in the first period, and defenseman Jake 
Bean scored the first goal of his NHL career early in the third 
to make it 2-0. However, Florida stormed back into things as 
Patric Hornqvist and Frank Vatrano scored in quick 
succession to tie it up midway through the final frame of 
regulation.  

Warren Foegele got the Canes back on top late, but a 
second goal from Hornqvist forced overtime and secured the 
point for the Panthers.  

The shootout was a lengthy one, going five shooters deep, 
with Necas tallying the winner through Sergei Bobrvosky’s 
five hole after James Reimer came up with three big saves. 
Dougie Hamilton and Trocheck also scored in the shootout, 
both going five hole as well.  

It was the Hurricanes 10th straight shootout win, an NHL-
leading streak that dates back to December of 2018.  

After putting just three shots on goal through the first 15 
minutes of the game, Carolina got the scoring started on the 

power play with just 2:22 left in the opening period. Dougie 
Hamilton laced a low shot into traffic, and Trocheck got his 
stick on it for a great deflection from the slot.  

Playing his first game as a visitor in BB&T Center in Sunrise, 
Florida, Trocheck scored his team-leading 10th goal of the 
season. 

The Hurricanes killed off a pair of penalties in the back half of 
the second period, as Brady Skjei sat for tripping and Jake 
Bean went to the box for holding. On the Skjei penalty 
Carolina controlled the chances, with both Brock McGinn, 
Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas being denied decent 
shorthanded looks.  

The second penalty, which started just a minute after the first 
ended, wasn’t as fruitful for the Canes, but it also didn’t 
produce much in the way of danger for the team actually with 
the man advantage, either.  

The Canes made it 2-0 early in the third period, scoring once 
again on the power play. This time it was Bean for his first 
career goal, who roofed one from the point over the glove of 
Bobrovsky. 

Bean, who has been playing really well for the Canes since 
joining the team, took a feed from Pesce and ripped a perfect 
snipe for his first tally. He also got some good help from Nino 
Niederreiter, who provided the screen in front of the net.  

Florida broke through a few minutes later, as Carolina’s 
penalty issues finally bit it. On their fourth power play of the 
game the Panthers got their first goal, as Hornqvist 
squeezed one through Reimer’s legs. The goal, Hornqvist’s 
ninth of the season, was certainly one Reimer will want back. 

Exactly two minutes after Hornqvist cut Carolina’s lead to 
one goal Vatrano tied it up at 2-2, as Florida broke out 
quickly from a defensive zone faceoff win. Vatrano finished 
past Reimer after a great feed from Mason Marchment. 
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The Canes regained their lead thanks to Pesce and Foegele, 
as Pesce laced a shot that Foegele redirected past 
Bobrovsky for the go-ahead goal with just under six minutes 
to play. It was Foegele’s first goal in nine games, as Pesce 
picked up his second assist of the third period.  

Florida wouldn’t be put away though, as Hornqvist scored his 
second to tie it up at 3-3 with under two minutes to play, 
mere seconds after Bobrovsky left the net. MacKenzie 

Weegar possessed the puck and drew the Canes’ eyes, 
feeding to Hornqvist who used a great tip to beat Reimer.  

Carolina controlled a lot of the overtime period but couldn’t 
find a goal, as things went to the decisive shootout.  

The Canes and Panthers will meet again Monday night in 
BB&T Center.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Bean, Foegele, Trocheck on shootout win 

Rod Brind’Amour, Vincent Trocheck, Jake Bean and Warren 
Foegele spoke to the media after Saturday night’s shootout 
win.  

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec_Sawyer 

It wasn’t pretty, but the Hurricanes snapped their three-game 
losing streak Saturday night in Florida, topping the division-
leading Panthers 4-3 in the shootout.  

In regulation, Vincent Trocheck scored in his return to 
Sunrise, Jake Bean scored his first NHL goal and Warren 
Foegele scored a late, go-ahead goal. Trocheck, Bean, 
Foegele and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media after the 
win, here’s a full breakdown of everything they had to say.  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if the Canes wouldn’t be denied: I did like the fact that 
when we had the game in hand, and kind of a weird play 
happens where they just flip it and it hits a guy’s helmet, we 
didn’t get down. The next three shifts, we were all over them. 
That mentality, even with them scoring a late one, overtime 
looked like we had all the momentum. We were the positive 
team. I like how we bounced back from the negative things 
that go on in the game. So I did feel good when we were in 
overtime, that’s for sure. 

On shootouts: Nothing’s automatic, that’s for sure. But we’ve 
definitely upped the talent level around here. So we have a 
lot of good options on the shootouts. It’s coming through this 
year, obviously.  

On Vincent Trocheck scoring against his former team: You 
always like to see that even if he wasn’t a former player 
against them. I think it added a nice touch for him to play well 
against his old team. Even [James Reimer] coming up with a 
big win for us against his former team, I think that’s always a 
little bit more special.  

On the special teams performance, specifically from Jake 
Bean: Yeah, it’s nice to see him get his first obviously. It’s 
funny. The power play was good. It wasn’t great. We just got 
a couple bounces or pucks that went in that weren’t going in 
the other night. It was basically the exact same stuff, same 
amount of zone time. Somehow those go in. We had some 
good entries. The big thing was the penalty kill. I know we 
gave up one, but that’s a great power play over there. If you 
look at it, we probably had more chances than they did on 
the penalty kill. We had three or four breakaways there on 
the penalty kill. That actually got our game going. Even 
though we were up 1-0, we weren’t playing very well. I 
thought the penalty kill and that stretch in the second period 
really flipped the momentum and got us going.  

Warren Foegele 

On Jake Bean getting his first NHL goal: All the boys on the 
bench were so happy and so excited for him. He’s been 
playing really well since he’s been up. You’re always just 
happy for the guy to get his first. No one better to get it than 
him because he works so hard. He’s a really special player 
and great person. 

On finally getting two points: It wasn’t pretty. We’re just 
happy to get the win. We definitely need to figure it out, be 
consistent and stick to what makes us successful. Right now 
we’re having spurts of it, but we need to probably stop talking 
about it and all need to do it.  

On Brett Pesce’s improved offensive play: Yeah, he’s got a 
lot of poise. We’ve got to go to the net. That’s where the 
goals are. It was a great shot by Brett.  

On what it meant to the team to win in Trocheck’s return to 
Florida: [Trocheck] has been huge for our club this year. He 
plays in all situations. He’s a leader on this team. I’m 
definitely happy for him to keep contributing on our team. But 
playing against your old team, that’s got to be great. We’re 
happy we got the win there.  

On if they have confidence to win the shootout every time: 
Yes, I think we can, but I don’t think we want to always go to 
a shootout every night. We’ve got a lot of talented guys, and 
they know how to score on the shootouts there. Hopefully we 
don’t keep having shootouts and we just play our game, but I 
know that we’re all confident that the guys who are going are 
going to get it done. 

Jake Bean 

On his confidence and his first NHL goal: The goal is nice. 
Points are nice, but I think the confidence is coming from all 
over the ice. It’s coming from playing against good players 
and playing solid D and making a good first pass. I’m kind of 
figuring out my gaps and adjusting to that. As I get more 
comfortable, that helps my confidence the most.  

On Martin Necas grabbing his first goal puck and getting it to 
Alex Nedeljkovic on the bench, both of whom he played with 
in Charlotte: Martin is a great player, even better guy. Same 
with Alex. I obviously had a lot of good memories with them 
in Charlotte. We won the Calder Cup together. We’re always 
supporting each other, and they’re always supporting me. It’s 
definitely pretty cool.  

On what he saw on his goal: We had a good break in there 
on the power play. [Brett Pesce] just kind of rolled over the 
top and gave it to me, and I was walking down. No one 
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really, I got no pressure. I saw Nino [Niederreiter] in front. He 
had a great screen on the goal. I wouldn’t have gotten it if he 
wasn’t there. So, I just saw Nino in front and had a little room 
up there on the right side. I just threw it at him.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On getting a goal and a shootout goal in a win against his 
former team: It’s a good feeling, obviously. I played here for 
a long time. There’s a lot of good memories here. To be able 
to come back and play against them and get the win, it’s 
really special.  

On the video tribute he got from the Panthers: It was so 
weird. It was awesome to see the tribute they gave me. It 
was very classy of them. Obviously a little emotional. I was 
just trying to keep it together, really.  

On stopping the bleeding and getting two points: We needed 
to get the win here. Obviously good teams, I know it’s a 
cliche, but good teams don’t lose back to back. We lost three 
in a row, so coming in tonight against a good team, we 
needed to get the win. We needed to have urgency. In this 
shortened season every game matters, every point matters. 
To get two points against a good team is important.
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Exclusive: As Mrazek eyes return, Canes goalie hopes to pick up where 
he left off 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

FEBRUARY 27, 2021 09:15 PM  

 

At first, when Max McCormick crashed into Petr Mrazek, colliding with 
the unprotected hand on the back of Mrazek’s blocker, the Carolina 
Hurricanes goalie thought he broke his right wrist. Or maybe a couple 
fingers, from the way the pain shot up his arm. Then he saw his thumb 
dangling. He’d never skated as fast as he did toward the bench. 

It took doctors two tries to pop his dislocated right thumb back into place 
in the locker room that night four weeks ago, putting a semicolon on 
Mrazek’s scorching hot start to the delayed season. 

Two tries. 

“You’re in shock, I would say,” Mrazek told the News & Observer on 
Saturday. “You don’t feel it much in the beginning, when the doctor grabs 

your hand and the thumb. It’s a great feeling when he puts it back. Your 
body releases, the stress and everything. I was happy they were able to 
put it back, because I heard from other players and from my friends, 
sometimes it doesn’t happen.” 

Sometimes it doesn’t, and Mrazek would have missed even more time if 
that were the case. But after undergoing surgery in Colorado on Feb. 3, 
Mrazek practiced with a stick in his hand for the first time Saturday before 
the Hurricanes’ game at the Florida Panthers, one step closer to getting 
back in the net. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell told the N&O on Friday that 
the team is targeting next Sunday, when the Hurricanes host the 
Panthers, for Mrazek’s return. As he feels his way through this process, 
Mrazek isn’t putting any timetables on anything. 

“We’ll see how it goes,” Mrazek said. “I would like to play this Monday if 
that would be possible. But I will just take it day by day. It depends how 
the hand feels and then we go from there. If it’s Tuesday, Thursday, next 
week, 10 days, it’s hard to say with these injuries.” 

While James Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic have been more than 
adequate in Mrazek’s absence, neither has approached the level Mrazek 
was playing at to start the season. He allowed three goals in four starts, 
two of them shutouts, for a ridiculous 0.99 goals-against average and 
.954 save percentage, both best in the NHL when he was hurt. That may 
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not be possible to sustain, injury or no, but the closer Mrazek plays to 
that level, the higher the Hurricanes’ ceiling as a team. 

“Hopefully, we can get him back as soon as he’s ready,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton said. “We haven’t seen him too much on 
the ice, but he’s getting better and better.” 

THE EYES HAVE IT 

Mrazek is confident he can pick up where he left off, because his hot 
start had roots months earlier, in another injury absence almost exactly 
one year ago. Last February, Mrazek suffered a concussion in a collision 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs’ Kyle Clifford, the second of two goalie 
injuries that night leading to David Ayres’ famous emergency cameo in 
net, coming soon to a Disney movie. 

The concussion caused problems with Mrazek’s vision that had to be 
addressed with special therapy to retrain his brain how to focus in sync, a 
relatively common brain-injury symptom. But the treatment became a tool 
for Mrazek, who continued with the vision therapy long after his 
symptoms abated. 

“It’s just to connect my eyes with my body, have them working together at 
the same time,” Mrazek said. “Those are things I never knew about them. 
When my concussion happened, I was happy it wasn’t that bad, but it 
showed me something I was missing. Now everything’s in place. I feel 
like it really worked.” 

The connection between vision training and performance isn’t new — the 
Hurricanes’ former team eye doctor, Mike Peters, wrote a book about the 
importance of vision in sports and how it can be improved, called “See to 
Play” — but Mrazek found his concussion treatment with Raleigh neuro-
ophthalmologist Susan Durham had an immediate and positive impact on 
his play, even in his first game back in March, the Hurricanes’ last before 
the season shut down because of COVID. 

That carried through into the playoff bubble in August, where Mrazek 
finished in the top eight in goals-against average and save percentage 
despite the Hurricanes’ first-round elimination at the hands of the Boston 
Bruins. 

The rap on Mrazek has always been that he’s a reflex goalie who can 
make the difficult first save but isn’t always able to get back in position to 
handle rebounds or net-front scrambles. In the process of working to 
improve his vision and eye reflexes, he found he could be slightly less 
aggressive in the net. He spent the summer working on it, and got 
immediate results when the season started in January. 

“I feel like I’m waiting for the puck even more,” Mrazek said. “I don’t feel 
like I have to play as aggressive. I can be a little deeper, stay big in net. I 
was looking into changing it over the years, but also that’s experience. 
I’ve been around for a long time. I have the experience playing games, 
and I see the game differently now.” 

Still, even with all that experience, there’s always something novel 
around the corner. While Mrazek has been injured many times before, 
like any goalie, none of them were ever as visibly shocking as the sight of 
his thumb in the wrong place. That was a new one. 

“That was the first time,” Mrazek said. “I hope I won’t go through that 
again.” 
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Hurricanes outlast Florida Panthers for 4-3 shootout victory 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 27, 2021 06:40 PM  

 

Two days after feeling deflated, the Carolina Hurricanes had a lot to 
celebrate and smile about Saturday. 

The Canes edged the Florida Panthers 4-3 in a shootout at BB&T 
Center, ending the three-game losing streak that came against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning by beating the team that was leading the Central 
Division. 

Vincent Trocheck, who once helped the Panthers win a bunch of games, 
was victorious in his first return to South Florida. Trocheck, traded to the 
Canes last February, scored a power-play goal and also scored in the 
shootout against his former team, calling the win special. 

Trocheck, a steely eyed, stick-to-business type, also found himself a bit 
emotional when the Panthers honored him with a short video in the first 
period. 

“It was awesome to see the tribute they gave me,” Trocheck said after 
the game. “It was very classy of them. I was just trying to keep it 
together.” 

Trocheck held it together well enough to score on the power play not long 
after the video clip, redirecting a Dougie Hamilton shot for a 1-0 lead with 
his team-leading 10th goal of the season. 

Martin Necas had the winning shootout goal for the Canes (13-6-1), 
scoring after Trocheck and Dougie Hamilton had beaten goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky. Canes goalie James Reimer, another former Panther, 
survived a rocky third period to earn the victory. 

Patric Hornqvist tied the score 3-3 with 1:54 in regulation for the Panthers 
(13-4-3), and scored again in the shootout. Aleksander Barkov also got 
the puck past Reimer in the shootout but Carolina, the team that once 
struggled mightily in shootouts, now has won for a 10th straight time. 

While giving up a point to the Panthers, the Canes were happy to be 
leaving with two after playing so well Thursday against Tampa Bay and 
eating a tough regulation loss. 

Defenseman Jake Bean picked up his first NHL goal for the Canes, also 
scoring on a power play with a shot from the left point early in the third. 
Necas collected the puck for his former Charlotte Checkers teammate as 
a memento, then flipped it to goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, another former 
Checker teammate, on the bench. 

Warren Foegele had the third Canes goal, giving the Canes a 3-2 lead in 
the third as Brett Pesce earned his second assist of the game. That 
came after Jonathan Huberdeau and Frank Vatrano had scored for a 2-2 
tie as the Panthers looked for another comeback win after beating the 
Dallas Stars with three third-period goals in their last game. 

“It wasn’t pretty,” Foegele said of a victory. “We got the win, but we 
definitely need to figure out how to be consistent and stick to what makes 
us successful. Right now we’re having spurts of it but we all need to do 
it.” 

While the Canes allowed a power-play goal in the third, the puck sliding 
past Reimer’s right pad at the post, coach Rod Brind’Amour said penalty 
killing helped set the Canes in motion in the second period. The Canes 
had three shorthanded chances on a Panthers power play as Sebastian 
Aho hit a post, Brock McGinn was denied on a backhander and then 
Necas had the puck poked away by Bobrovsky. 

The Canes also killed off two other penalties against one of the NHL’s 
best power-play teams. 

“That’s a great power play over there and if you look at it, we probably 
had more chances that they did on the penalty killing,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That actually got our game going. Even though we were up 1-0 we 
weren’t playing that well. That kind of flipped the momentum and got us 
rolling.” 

During the third period, players from both teams got into a chippy, push-
and-shove scrum by the Panthers net. The Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov 
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was hit by two players and a third missed on a punch, although there was 
no penalty called. 

The Canes and Panthers go at it again Monday at BB&T Center. Odds 
are, it will be another intense one. 
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The Hurricanes in trade season: How recent years’ acquisitions have 
shaped the roster and what it means for 2021 

 

By Sara Civian  

Feb 27, 2021   

 

You know when you have a stuffy nose and start thinking about all the 
times in your life you’ve been walking around without a stuffy nose, not 
knowing how good you had it? 

Bear with me, but that’s sort of how I’d describe the hype — or lack 
thereof — leading up to the Hurricanes’ trade deadline of 2021. 

The sense around the league is that the “deadline” will be more of a slow 
burn this season due to factors like potential quarantine, extra frugality, 
etc. We’ve seen a few bigger trades, like Patrik Laine to Columbus, 
already. The Canes sent Ryan Dzingel to Ottawa for Cedric Paquette 
earlier this month, and barring an emergency or a setback on Petr 
Mrazek’s return, I’d be shocked if they took part in anything much bigger 
than that deal. This is partially due to the aforementioned soft deadline, 
but also the theory of stuffy-nose relativity. 

For once, we who follow the Canes aren’t approaching a trade deadline 
oscillating between excitement about what they could do and fear about 
what they probably won’t do. I don’t know about you, but when everyone 
on the Hurricanes roster is healthy, I see the makings of a Stanley Cup 
contender. Small tweaks to add experience and sandpaper are always 
encouraged, but the Paquette trade has paid off in that aspect so far. A 
big tweak like a goaltending change would make sense if the Canes 
really wanted to do something crazy, but money remains an obstacle, 
with contract negotiations looming and salary-cap issues. 

Rod Brind’Amour and Don Waddell have also made it clear these past 
few months that they generally want to work with the group that they 
have. And they finalized the group they have via savvy trade deadline 
moves over the past few seasons. So let’s take a few moments to 
remember the not-so-distant past when “we like our group” became a 
sarcastic meme among Canes fans, aka the stuffy nose era. And let’s 
take another moment to appreciate the essentially complete team that’s 
now assembled — snot-free living. 

2018-19: Give me fuel, give me fire, give me Nino Niederreiter 

• I always felt kinda bad about how the Victor Rask-for-Nino Niederreiter 
trade became a meme. Rask is an incredibly nice human being, and I’m 
happy to see him succeeding with the Wild, with five goals and eight 
points through Thursday. Both players were, perhaps, underplayed 
and/or misused by their original teams for whatever reason. But 
Niederreiter has always been an objectively better player, and the 
moment the trade happened, you knew the Canes were serious about a 
playoff push. They’d make it to the Eastern Conference finals that 
season, largely thanks to Niederreiter’s production, which began the 
second he got to Carolina. 

That tapered off a bit, as we all knew it would, given how streaky 
Niederreiter tends to be. But Brind’Amour kept believing in him and — for 
the most part — putting him in positions to succeed. His nine goals in 19 

games are tied for the team lead with someone else we’ll get to shortly. 
You don’t need to say much more than that when talking about trade 
deadline success. 

• The Niederreiter acquisition happened Jan. 17, a few months before the 
deadline, then the Canes stood pat. But you’ll remember they elected not 
to trade Michael Ferland, which I still think was a good decision at the 
time. It’s easy to wonder in retrospect what they would’ve received in 
return, knowing he was scoring so many goals and adding such a punch 
to the team before he sustained what would be a string of injuries that 
have him on LTIR to this day. But remember how, before Ferland, the 
Canes used to trade valuable players for any pinch of perceived value if 
they were pending free agents? I think it was important to the team that 
management kept him and showed trust in this situation. 

2019-20: The most eventful trade deadline in Hurricanes history 

Before we get to the bullet points, please reflect on this article I wrote 
while it was all happening and take a moment to feel as bittersweet as I 
do about those funny, real-life moments with the Canes. 

• The Hurricanes somehow finessed Vincent Trocheck, who is currently 
tied with Niederreiter as their leading goal-scorer (nine) and is No. 2 in 
overall points (16 in 18 games) for someone they were looking to trade 
as it is (Erik Haula) and a fan-favorite-but-still-fourth-line center (Lucas 
Wallmark). The Predators have since signed Haula out of free agency, 
and he’s got a goal and four assists in 18 games. 

• The Canes also got Brady Skjei for a 2020 first-rounder at this deadline. 
It was puzzling then with so much talent on the Canes’ blue line, and sort 
of puzzling to this day, but he’s had some pretty strong games for the 
Canes this season. It also makes sense in the context of the expansion 
draft. One defenseman has gotta go. Regardless, the book isn’t closed 
on this situation. 

• The acquisition of Sami Vatanen for Janne Kuokkanen-plus might be 
something to look back on with some regret, as Kuokkanen has a goal 
and five assists for the Devils this season, and Vatanen is … back with 
the Devils. 

The takeaway 

Nino Niederreiter voice: “At the end of the day,” the Canes have acquired 
their two top goal-scorers over the past two trade deadlines. 

They’ve given up Rask, who felt too much pressure to be a game-
changer in their once-barren forward lineup, and Kuokkanen, who is still 
a question mark but won’t make or break the Hurricanes’ Cup dreams. 

Not bad. But don’t look for a repeat in 2020-21. 
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Panthers again get three third-period goals, but still lose to Hurricanes in 
shootout 

 

By RICK MENNING 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

FEB 27, 2021 AT 10:38 PM 

 

SUNRISE — Martin Necas scored the winning goal in a shootout, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Florida Panthers 4-3 on Saturday night, 
after the Panthers, for the second game in the row, scored three third-
period goals after entering the third scoreless. 
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Vincent Trocheck, Jake Bean and Warren Foegele scored in regulation 
for Carolina. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Frank Vatrano, and Patric Hornqvist scored for 
Florida. 

Hornqvist scored his ninth goal of the season with 1:54 remaining in the 
third period as Florida rallied for the second time in the contest and 
forced the OT. 

Foegele had given Carolina a 3-2 lead with just under six minutes 
remaining. 

James Reimer had 28 saves for the Hurricanes. Sergei Bobrovsky turned 
back 30 of 33 shots for the Panthers. 

Florida also surged back from a 2-0 deficit within a two-minute span of 
the third before Foegele’s goal. 

Carolina capitalized on its first of many power-play chances when 
Trocheck beat Bobrovsky with 2:21 left in the first period. It was 
Trocheck’s 10th goal. 

Minutes earlier, the former Panthers standout Trocheck was honored 
with a tribute on the video scoreboard during a timeout. 

The Hurricanes extended their lead to 2-0, again on the man advantage 
when Bean scored his first goal just 1:30 into the third period. Brett 
Pesce and Necas assisted on the goal. 

Florida had cut the deficit with 11:47 remaining as Hornqvist stuffed one 
past Reimer on the power play for his ninth goal. The Panthers then tied 
the game when Vatrano converted a perfect feed from Mason 
Marchment for his sixth goal. 

Carolina’s Brock McGinn and Necas had consecutive breakaways on 
Panthers giveaways in the neutral zone. Bobrovsky made a sprawling 
save on McGinn, and Alex Wennberg surged in from behind and poke-
checked the puck away from Necas. 

Florida outshot the Hurricanes, 10-2, early on before Carolina’s late 
flurry, including Trocheck’s goal with Kevin Connauton in the box for 
tripping. 

Carolina did not record its first shot until just past the midway point of that 
period. Florida had the game’s first five shots. 
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A ‘Retro Reverse’ Curse? Carolina Hurricanes beat Panthers in SO 

 

Published 6 hours ago on February 27, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes snapped a three-game losing streak Saturday 
night by beating the host Panthers 4-3 in a shootout that went five 
rounds. 

Blame the new ‘retro reverse’ threads if you want. 

The Panthers have not won since they wore them for the first time two 
weeks ago. 

Hey, at least they got a point in them this time. 

That’s a start. 

“Fortunate to get the point,” Joel Quenneville said. “Came back twice in 
the third to tie it up and then anything can happen in shootouts. 

“At the end of the night, you look at the last game and tonight, we’ll take 
points in these games and that’s a positive thing.” 

You could also blame the former Panthers who played a starring role in 
Carolina’s win. 

Vincent Trocheck played his first game in Sunrise since the Panthers 
traded him to Carolina a year ago and scored the game’s first goal as 
well as in the second round of the shootout. 

The team celebrated Trocheck’s time with the Panthers on the 
scoreboard with a special video tribute that featured clips from his playing 
days as well as messages from his friends and former teammates. 

“It’s a good feeling obviously,’’ Trocheck told reporters afterward. 

“Played here for a long time and a lot of good memories here. To be able 
to come back and play against them and to get the win is really special. 

“It was awesome to see the tribute they gave me. It was very classy of 
them. Obviously a little emotional. I was just trying to keep it together 
really.” 

And, one cannot forget about James Reimer, the one-time Florida goalie 
sent to Raleigh in a salary cap dump, who made 30 saves (not counting 
the three in the shootout) to get his second win in South Florida since the 
trade. 

Or, one could simply blame Florida’s special teams. 

Carolina scored on its first two power play chances; Florida finally scored 
on its fourth chance when Jonathan Huberdeau jammed a puck past a 
downed Reimer. 

Regardless, the Panthers simply got beat Saturday night — shootout 
result notwithstanding. 

Carolina never trailed Saturday night and probably deserved the two 
points it got. Florida got one and that was about right. 

They do it all again Monday at 7. 

Settle it then. 

For ad-free, subscriber only content, join Florida Hockey Now today for 
only $3.49 month/$29.99 yearly 

Saturday night, the Panthers had a good attack early but the Hurricanes’ 
speed really seemed to become a factor as the game wore on. 

From the second period on, Carolina was disrupting passing lanes, 
keeping Florida from holding too much possession time. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, making his second consecutive start, kept the 
Panthers in this one and allowed for another third period burst of life. 

Down 2-0, the Panthers made it 2-1 on a power play chance in which 
Patric Hornqvist and a host of others tried poking a puck Reimer couldn’t 
find. 

Although originally credited to Hornqvist, it was determined Huberdeau’s 
stick ended up doing the damage. 

Not long later, Mason Marchment and Frank Vatrano got loose on a 2-
on-1 rush with Vatrano finishing it off midway through the period. 

Florida had plenty of momentum now. 

Yet with 5:55 left, Warren Foegele posted up Anton Stralman in front of 
the net and knocked in a shot from Brett Pesce to give the Canes a lead 
again. 

With Bobrovsky out and the Panthers sending an extra attacker on, 
MacKenzie Weegar kept possession of the puck, fired one toward the net 
and Hornqvist knocked it in to tie the score once more. 
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Bobrovsky ended the night with 28 saves including three big ones in an 
overtime in which it felt like Carolina controlled the puck the entire five 
minutes. 

“As I’ve said before, I have big belief in this team’s offensive skill,’’ 
Bobrovsky said. 

“I just believed that they were going to score and we’re going to get at 
least one point. It’s unfortunate, it’s tough to lose the way we did. 

“It was a solid game, it’s a big point for us. We’ll have a rest and get 
ready on Monday.” 

First period highlights 

The Panthers spent much of the period in the Carolina zone but it was 
the Hurricanes who ended up doing the damage. 

Reimer was under attack for much of the period as Florida outshot the 
Hurricanes 12-7 and took 21 shot attempts to Carolina’s nine. 

The only thing the Panthers did not do in this period was score. 

And they had plenty of chances, from Patric Hornqvist, Carter 
Verhaeghe, Sasha Barkov and Aaron Ekblad just name to a couple of 
them. 

Carolina cashed in on its one power play of the first with Dougie Hamilton 
ripping a shot from 45 feet out and watching it skip through traffic and 
deflect off Trocheck’s stick at 17:38. 

The Canes got four of their seven SOG on that power play chance one 
Carolina got when Kevin Connauton tripped Trocheck. 

Yeah, I said it. 

Trocheck was tripped. 

Second period highlights 

Carolina did a lot to disrupt what the Panthers were trying to do in the 
second and pretty much blew up an entire power play chance by winning 
face-offs and stealing the puck away. 

The Panthers knew Carolina was fast, but it looked like that kicked in 
during the second. The Canes were flying. 

And, Reimer continued to stop shots — making seven saves in the 
second while Bobrovsky had to make 13 of his own. 

Two of Bobrovsky’s biggest stops came on shorthanded breakaways as 
the second power play unit seemed surprised by the swarming 
Hurricanes. 

Florida’s second power play chance of the period started a minute after 
the first one mercifully ended. 

The Panthers did a little more with this one, getting a couple good looks 
from Ekblad and Verhaeghe. 

Third period highlights 

It didn’t start great. 

MacKenzie Weegar was slapped with a delay penalty just 16 seconds 
into the period and Jake Bean cashed in as Carolina was 2-for-2 with the 
advantage. 

Carolina got another crack at it, but Bobrovsky made two saves and 
Florida killed it off. 

At 7:09 of the period, Florida got its fourth power play chance. 

On a scrum down low, Hornqvist and Huberdeau both stabbed at the 
puck Reimer didn’t completely cover up with huberdeau jamming it 
through. 

Not much later, Vatrano and Marchment got loose and tied up the score 
with 9:47 remaining. 
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Saturday GameDay: After comeback, Panthers host Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Published 19 hours ago on February 27, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers took a well-deserved day off following their come-
from-behind victory over the Dallas Stars. Now, comes another big test 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Carolina is coming out of a four-game series against Tampa Bay in which 
the Hurricanes won the opener then lost the final three. 

The Hurricanes are coming to Sunrise one hungry team. 

Florida won the first game of this eight-game season series on Feb. 17, 
getting a huge game from Jonathan Huberdeau including a breakaway 
goal in overtime to win 4-3. 

The Panthers recently took two of three from Dallas including Thursday’s 
improbable 3-2 win where the Panthers scored two goals in a span of 52 
seconds in the third period. 

Frank Vatrano netted the winner with 3:10 remaining. 

”There were a couple of funny bounces that didn’t go in and then we got 
the first one and it reminded me of that first one against them when you 
broke through and got a lot of momentum,” Joel Quenneville said. 

For ad-free, subscriber only content, join Florida Hockey Now today for 
only $3.49 month/$29.99 yearly 

Quenneville mixed up his lines in the third period to get his sluggish team 
going and it ended up working out. 

Quenneville said he would probably roll them out at least to start 
Saturday’s game. 

That means Huberdeau and Sasha Barkov are a thing again. 

And that usually works out for the Panthers. 

”We moved some lines around because, hey, nothing is happening and 
we’ll see what happens here,” Quenneville said. 

”I thought we had a number of lines started moving well, it gave us a little 
unpredictability as well, different looks. Usually you try things and you 
don’t get that success but maybe you figure something out for later, see 
a combo that you like. 

“So, we’ll likely have a look at those lines moving forward.” 

Quenneville will announce his goalie on Saturday but the odds are Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s performance Thursday gets another start. 

Bobrovsky made 37 saves in the win. 

With those two up, Owen Tippett went back down; Markus Nutivaara also 
went onto the IR with his upper-body injury but it was done retroactively 
so his return could be any time now. 

Florida was without defenseman Radko Gudas on Thursday as he was a 
late scratch following warm-ups. 

Quenneville said he is day-to-day with an upper-body injury. If he doesn’t 
go Saturday, expect Noah Juulsen to get in. 
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Kevin Connauton played for the first time since signing with the Panthers 
following training camp and got a lot of time, playing 20:26 off 28 shifts. 

He was with Anton Stralman for most of it. 
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Why Anthony Duclair seems to have finally found a home with the 
Panthers 

 

By Ian Mendes  

Feb 27, 2021   

 

When an NHL general manager phones a player directly, the 
conversation can go in myriad directions. 

The possibility of a trade, a contract extension or a blunt performance 
evaluation all are on the table for discussion. So when Florida Panthers 
GM Bill Zito called Anthony Duclair last month, the forward’s curiosity 
was naturally piqued. 

But after a few moments, it was clear this would be unlike any 
conversation Duclair had experienced as an NHL player. 

Zito and Panthers owner Vincent Viola wanted to know what they could 
do to help the 25-year-old promote any meaningful messages ahead of 
Martin Luther King Day. 

“It was the first time in my six years in the league that the GM has ever 
reached out to me asking that type of question. It caught me off guard, to 
be honest with you,” Duclair told The Athletic. “But he was so supportive 
with whatever I wanted to do with the messaging.” 

Zito says the idea to connect with Duclair came after his children 
returned home from elementary school that week talking about the 
impact of Martin Luther King. 

“We had discussions at home around the dinner table with our children 
about Dr. King and what he was about. It was an interesting couple of 
days,” Zito said. “But it was really just us reaching out to Anthony and 
saying, ‘Hey, what are your feelings on all of this and more importantly, 
what can we do?’” 

On the eve of Martin Luther King Day, Duclair used his skates as a 
platform to amplify a message of racial equality. The skates feature the 
letters “BLM” to support the Black Lives Matter movement, a raised fist 
logo and the phrase “Change Hockey Culture.” The left skate also 
features the logo of the Hockey Diversity Alliance, of which Duclair is an 
active member. The skates were designed by Peter Gubernator, who 
added the words “equality” and “empathy” on each of the white skate 
holders. 

In particular, Duclair wants “empathy” to be the key takeaway for those 
who notice his skates. 

“It’s a message to all the White kids: Put yourselves in my shoes or any 
Black or Brown kids’ shoes playing the game,” Duclair said. “See what 
they’re going through and start asking some questions.” 

Duclair finally has the backing and support of a front office, which is a 
significant development for a talented forward who has turned into 
something of a hockey mercenary at age 25. Florida is Duclair’s sixth 
NHL home, with previous stops in New York, Arizona, Chicago, 
Columbus and Ottawa. Each time he landed in a new spot, the same 
question would always emerge: Would this be Duclair’s final opportunity 
in the NHL? 

In his previous stops, Duclair was usually handled like an unknown 
commodity. He was often viewed as having an abundance of talent 
locked inside a box, with coaches and general managers desperately 
searching for the key. 

The unique twist in the Florida equation is that Duclair is a known entity 
to the key stakeholders who are giving him this latest opportunity. 

Duclair played for Joel Quenneville in Chicago in the 2017-18 season, 
although he was used sparingly in a 23-game stint with the Blackhawks. 
During an appearance on TSN 1200 radio last week, Quenneville was 
asked about the difference he sees between Duclair now and the version 
he coached in Chicago three years ago. 

“I think he’s grown up a little bit as far as how he plays the game. I think 
there’s a little more purpose on both sides of the puck,” Quenneville said. 
“In our own end, he’s got an awareness of where he needs to be.” 

But Zito’s pre-existing relationship with Duclair is even more important 
when you consider he was the Blue Jackets’ assistant general manager 
when things went off rails between the winger and head coach John 
Tortorella. 

“I don’t think he knows how to play,” Tortorella said during a famous rant 
against Duclair in February of 2019. “I don’t know if he just can’t 
comprehend it or if he’s stubborn. But he’s running out of time.” 

Just four days after that public tongue-lashing from Tortorella, Duclair 
was shipped to Ottawa in a trade that sent Ryan Dzingel to the Blue 
Jackets. He was essentially viewed as a throw-in to that deal, as the 
Senators also received two second-round draft picks for Dzingel. He may 
have worn out his welcome with some members of the Blue Jackets 
brass two years ago, but Zito was not among them. 

The fact that Zito was willing to bring Duclair to Florida, knowing the full 
backstory of what transpired in Columbus —  far beyond what has been 
reported in the media — speaks volumes about what the general 
manager thinks about Duclair as a human being. 

“He’s a wonderful person,” Zito said. “We’re lucky to have him.” 

Now with his sixth team, Anthony Duclair finally feels he has found an 
NHL home in Florida. (Jasen Vinlove / USA Today) 

The Panthers are the first NHL team to sound genuinely fortunate to 
have Duclair on their roster. During the course of a conversation with 
Zito, he often will refer to Duclair as ‘Duke’ — a clear sign of the affection 
he has for the winger. 

Duclair is on a one-year contract with the Panthers, but for the first time 
in his NHL career, it doesn’t sound like you can hear the clock ticking on 
his departure. And it’s clear the Panthers are trying to foster an 
environment in which Duclair feels empowered — rather than being 
treated as a fringe player who is constantly scrapping and clawing his 
way to get into management’s good books. 

“It’s important for Anthony and everybody in our organization to feel 
validated,” Zito said. “We want to keep the dialogue open and work with 
the players. If there’s something that Duke wants to do, let’s do it.” 

While the writing was on the wall during his final days in Columbus, 
Duclair’s sudden exit from Ottawa last summer was a storyline nobody 
predicted. Duclair admits it was “shocking” to not receive a qualifying 
offer from the Senators, despite scoring a career-high 23 goals last 
season. 

And Duclair’s maturation shines through whenever he is asked about his 
messy divorce from the Senators organization. Rather than criticize 
Ottawa management, he opts to steer the conversation towards his 
treatment from Zito and the Panthers whenever the topic of the Senators 
arises. 

“I don’t want to go into too much detail about Ottawa, but the way I’m 
being treated here is unbelievable. To have the owner and general 
manager support whatever I want to do off the ice and to have that in the 
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back of my mind is obviously refreshing,” Duclair said. “It makes me want 
to play harder for this organization, so I can stay here long term. 
Especially for a Black hockey player, there is nothing better than knowing 
the mindset of your bosses. It’s amazing.” 

Negotiations on a contract to stay in Ottawa never really generated much 
traction, so Duclair suddenly found himself as an unrestricted free agent 
this past offseason. 

And he navigated those choppy waters without the assistance of his 
longtime agent Phillipe Lecavalier, with whom he parted ways last 
summer. Duclair says once the COVID-19 pandemic hit, it gave him the 
extra time necessary to prepare for handling a contract negotiation on his 
own. 

“It wasn’t an easy decision. I mean, you’re firing people who have been 
around you for almost your life, but I always thought about doing this, 
from the early stages of my career. I just didn’t have the confidence or 
the knowledge to do it,” Duclair said of representing himself. “It was a 
great experience to talk to a bunch of other general managers and 
coaches and hearing their point of view about my game. It really helped 
me a lot.” 

Zito admits it was a little strange to negotiate directly with Duclair, 
considering their days together with the Blue Jackets. But the Panthers 
general manager is adamant that Duclair came into the negotiations 
armed with all the necessary information. 

“He was very prepared, very thorough,” Zito said. “And there are some 
unique positives that come from a direct communication with a player. 
You can say, ‘Listen, here’s some real situations where we can put you 
in, hockey-wise. Does this appeal to you?’” 

The two eventually settled on a one-year contract worth $1.7 million and 
both sides appear satisfied one-third of the way through the season. The 
Panthers are in first place in the Central Division and Duclair has 
registered 10 points in 16 games. His 16:21 average ice time per game is 
the highest of his career to date – as Zito has delivered on his promise to 
provide Duclair with ample opportunity to play key minutes. 

The two may very well find themselves back at the negotiating table in 
the months ahead, as Duclair is leaning toward representing himself 
again as he tries to secure his next contract. 

“I think moving forward, I’m going to continue doing that,” Duclair said. 

In his next contract negotiation with Zito, Duclair may even consider 
adding elements in which he could help work with the Panthers 
organization in growing the game within the diverse fan base of South 
Florida. 

“Hopefully it works out in the future and we can try and build something 
down here,” Duclair said. “I wouldn’t think twice to ask them, because I 
know the answer is going to be yes.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.28.2021 

1204311 Nashville Predators 

 

Nashville Predators 2, Columbus Blue Jackets 1: Mattias Ekholm returns, 
scores both goals 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Mattias Ekholm returned to the Nashville Predators lineup Saturday 
afternoon against the Columbus Blue Jackets — triumphantly, it turned 
out. 

After the defenseman missed six games with a "lower-body" injury, he 
scored two goals in a game for the first time in his career as the 
Predators won 2-1 at Bridgestone Arena to begin a five-game 
homestand. 

Victorious for the third time in four games, the Predators fell behind for 
the 14th time in 20 games when Cam Atkinson sticked Boone Jenner's 
pass past Juuse Saros with 12:34 remaining in the first period. The goal 
came on the heels of Rocco Grimaldi's turnover. 

Ekholm tied it 1-1 less than two minutes into the second when he fired a 
shot from the top of the circle. It was his first goal of the season and his 
200th career NHL point. He made it 201 late during the second period 
when his shot went in for his second goal of the game and the season, 
leading the Predators to their first lead after two periods this season. 

Saros made 29 saves in the victory. 

The Predators moved to 9-11 while the Blue Jackets dropped to 8-9-5. 

Big number:  25-6. Score by which the Predators had been outscored in 
the second period before Ekholm's goals Saturday. 

Big names: Predators forward Viktor Arvidsson extended his point-less 
streak to 10 games.  

On the wire: Defenseman Jarred Tinordi was placed on waivers by the 
Predators and claimed by the Boston Bruins. ... Forward Tanner Jeannot 
was recalled to the taxi squad and the Predators reassigned forward 
Sean Malone to the Chicago Wolves. 
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Detroit Red Wings snap PP streak, win back-to-back games for first time 
in 2021 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings boosted their confidence with a well-played outing 
against an Original Six rival. 

Their 5-3 victory Saturday at United Center marked the first time in five 
meetings this season the Wings beat the Chicago Blackhawks, and the 
first time the Wings have won consecutive games. With three victories in 
their last four games, the Wings improved to 7-13-3, enough to leap past 
the Dallas Stars and out of the bottom spot in the Central Division. 

“We talked from day one, we have to win as a team,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “We haven’t won enough as a team but we’ve worked as a team 
and our guys have worked for each other, competed for each other. 

“We’ve scored here in the last couple games and it’s been depth of 
scoring, and that’s what we need.” 

The five goals matched the season high scored Thursday. Jonathan 
Bernier made 33 saves in his fourth straight start, and in a rare instance 
this season, the Wings also won the special teams battle, limited as it 
was. 

“We scored five goals in back-to-back games, that’s something we’ve 
struggled with,” alternate captain Frans Nielsen said. “That for sure feels 
good. And special teams – we’ve been losing that battle a lot this year. It 
was nice it finally went our way." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 28, 2021 

 

The Wings were without their captain, Dylan Larkin, who did not travel to 
Chicago after suffering an upper-body injury Thursday. They came out of 
the first period with a lead thanks in large part to Bernier, who made 14 
saves, and to the chemistry between Bobby Ryan and Robby Fabbri, 
who paired up to provide a 1-0 lead. Fabbri also set up Christian Djoos, 
who scored on a power play after Darren Helm contributed his first goal 
of the season in the second period. Djoos’ goal marked the first time the 
Wings converted on a man advantage in 41 opportunities, dating to Jan. 
28. 

Nielsen and Evgeny Svechnikov bookended third-period goals around 
one from Chicago's Mattias Janmark. Svechnikov, Nielsen, Fabbri and 
Valtteri Filppula all had two-point nights. 

The penalty killers came up big, too, against the NHL’s top-ranked power 
play, keeping them from getting any shots on net. 

The teams play again Sunday. 

Svechnikov finds opportunity 

The injury to Larkin led to tweaks that provided Svechnikov with his first 
opportunity of the season. Svechnikov had a breakaway early in the third 
period but was stopped, but he jammed in Nielsen’s shot at 2:33 of the 
period. 

“It was good to see,” Nielsen said. “He’s such a good kid, comes in every 
day and works so hard. He deserves everything. I’m so happy for him. 
Hopefully this is a little breakthrough for him so he can stick around a 
little bit.” 

Svechnikov had been waiting patiently since joining the taxi squad Feb. 
16. 

“I knew the chance was going to come,” he said. “I was getting ready any 
minute. It’s always hard, but you have to stay with it. Mentally, I stayed 
well. It’s hard, but I worked hard.” 

The Wings risked losing Svechnikov, their first-round pick in 2015, for 
nothing when they put him on waivers before the season began. 

“That wasn’t in my control, that was their control,” Svechnikov said. “But I 
am happy that I clear.” 

Svechnikov was part of the group of team personnel that attended a 
private visitation Friday for longtime team masseur Sergei Tchekmarev, 
who passed away unexpectedly Feb. 19. Blashill described Svechnikov 
as “really close” Tchekmarev, and said Svechnikov “talked about that 
after the game. It was a good night for him.” 

Ryan finds the net 

Ryan contributed his third point in two games midway through the first 
period. Robby Fabbri put in a hard shift to set up the goal; Nikita Zadorov 
tried to rub out Fabbri along the boards, but Fabbri refused to be denied 
space. He strode into open ice and was able to pass the puck to Ryan, 
who skated past three defenders to beat Malcom Subban in net. That 
was Ryan’s team-leading sixth goal of the season. 

Nielsen finds relief 

Nielsen scored for the first time since Feb. 29 of last year. He’s been 
scratched a couple games and was waived last weekend. “You want to 
play as much as you can, but I had talks with Blash before the season 
and he’s been honest with me,” Nielsen said. “I kind of knew I wouldn’t 
play every game. I’m coming in every day and trying to work as hard as I 
can and be a great teammate and be positive. Every time you play just 
go out there and work your best and hopefully it’s good enough to stay in 
the lineup.” Nielsen has five points in 20 games, and a plus-1 rating. 

Wings find momentum 

Alex DeBrincat (Farmington Hills) scored at 13:53 of the second period, 
but the Wings reclaimed momentum within 13 seconds. Luke 
Glendening, who was having an excellent night on faceoffs, went 
beneath the goal line to battle for the puck. The Blackhawks had three 

defenders there, leaving Helm alone in front of their net to score. Djoos 
made it 3-1 at 18:27, pinching to the slot and faking a shot before beating 
Subban high on the blocker side. That was Djoos’ second goal of the 
season, tying Marc Staal for the team lead among defensemen. Both are 
new to the Wings this season; Staal was a trade acquisition, Djoos was 
claimed off waivers. 
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Detroit Red Wings suffer top-line loss; Dylan Larkin out at least through 
weekend 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings are without their captain at least through the 
weekend. 

Dylan Larkin did not make the trip to Chicago after suffering an upper-
body injury. Coach Jeff Blashill said Larkin was hurt during Thursday’s 
game against the Nashville Predators, describing the injury as limiting 
Larkin’s ability to take faceoffs. 

Larkin has four goals and seven assists in 22 games. The Wings are also 
without top-line forward Tyler Bertuzzi, who has been out since Jan. 30, 
also with an upper-body injury. 
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Detroit Red Wings beat Chicago Blackhawks, 5-3, for first win streak of 
2021: Game recap 

 

TYLER J. DAVIS   

 

Game notes: The Red Wings are trying to beat the Blackhawks for the 
first time this season. Chicago has won the first four meetings... Detroit 
recently split a home two-game series with the Nashville Predators, 
winning Thursday's game 5-2... The Blackhawks host the Wings for a 
two-game set after sweeping a pair of games vs. the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 
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Red Wings top Blackhawks, have rare two-game winning streak 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

No Dylan Larkin, no problem for the Red Wings, at least this one night. 
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With Larkin back in Detroit because of an upper body injury, the Wings 
persevered without their captain Saturday as they defeated the Chicago 
Blackhawks, 5-3. 

Bobby Ryan, Darren Helm, Christian Djoos — on the power play, ending 
an 0-for-40 Wings drought — Evgeny Svechnikov (in his first game this 
season) and Frans Nielsen scored for the Wings, while goaltender 
Jonathan Bernier continued his fine stretch with 33 saves. 

Coach Jeff Blashill said before the game Larkin would miss the two-game 
series in Chicago after getting hurt in Thursday's game against Nashville. 
Larkin joined Tyler Bertuzzi (upper body), two players on the Wings' top 
line, unavailable to play. 

"We have to win as a team," coach Jeff Blashill said. "We haven't won 
enough as a team but we've worked hard as a team and guys have 
worked for each other, competed for each other, and I can say that for 
sure.  

"When you're missing two big pieces like Dylan and Tyler you have to dig 
in and our guys dug in. We've scored the last couple of games and we 
need depth of scoring." 

The Wings (7-13-3) matched their season-high of five goals for the 
second consecutive game and earned a second straight win for the first 
time this season. 

"It sure feels good to score, it's something we've struggled with," Nielsen 
said. "We've been losing that (special teams) battle a lot this season, and 
when you lose that, it's tough to win. You have to be good in that area. 
It's nice it went our way." 

Alex DeBrincat (Farmington Hills), Mattias Janmark and Dominik Kubalik 
scored for the Blackhawks (11-7-4). 

BOX SCORE: Red Wings 5, Blackhawks 3 

The Djoos power-play goal (the Wings' first in 15 games) gave the Wings 
a 3-1 lead at 18:27 of the second period. Djoos worked his way down the 
slot and beat screened goalie Malcolm Subban. 

"That's obviously an area of the game where we haven't won many 
special teams battles," Blashill said. "That was a huge part of the game, 
a huge power-play goal at the moment." 

Svechnikov then increased the lead to 4-1 at 2:33 of the third period. 

After Subban stopped him on a breakaway, Svechnikov stayed near the 
post and jammed a loose puck off Nielsen's shot for his first goal of the 
season. 

"Very good moment," Svechnikov said. "Definitely been working hard for 
it. I was patient and stuck with it. I was hoping. I knew the chance would 
come and I was getting ready.  

"It's always hard but you have to stay as a pro and stick with it. I was able 
to stay with it mentally and it went pretty good." 

Chicago came within two goals, 4-2, on Janmark's deflection past 
Bernier. But Bernier made several key stops as the Blackhawks surged, 
and the saves became that much more important when Svechnikov 
centered a pass to Nielsen skating down the middle, Nielsen scoring his 
first goal, and first since Feb29, 2020, a span of 24 games. 

"It's always nice, a little longer between (goals) but it's always fun," 
Nielsen said. "You need goals from everyone throughout the lineup and 
that's been an issue, so it's always nice when you get one." 
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Red Wings will be without Larkin for weekend 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

The Red Wings were without Dylan Larkin for Saturday's victory and 
Sunday's game in Chicago. 

Coach Jeff Blashill said Saturday in his pregame media chat Saturday 
that Larkin hurt himself during Thursday’s game against Nashville. 

“I would say he’s day to day,” Blashill said. 

Larkin was involved in a collision with Nashville defenseman Ben Harpur 
toward the end of the second period, and missed an early shift the next 
period. Larkin appeared to be favoring his left arm, maybe the elbow 
area, as he was skating off the ice after the collision. 

The Wings are calling Larkin’s injury an upper-body injury. 

It's a big loss for a Wings team that has been offensively challenged all 
season. Larkin (four goals, seven assists) was tied for the team lead in 
points (11) with Bobby Ryan before Saturday's game (Ryan moved with a 
goal in the 5-3 win over Chicago). 

“It’s a good player out, our captain, and he’s a guy that takes up lots of 
minutes,” Blashill said. “Certainly five-on-five he’s been a big factor, but 
in the end, we have to win as a team. We’re not going to win as one 
individual, or two individuals. 

“We’re stronger with all of our individuals in (the lineup), we understand 
that for sure, but ultimately we have to win as a team and we need a 
whole bunch of our guys playing at their best.” 

The Red Wings called up forwards Frans Nielsen and Evgeny 
Svechnikov from the taxi squad — and both scored goals in Saturday's 
victory. 

Bernier on a roll 

Goaltender Jonathan Bernier continued his recent roll with 33 saves in 
Saturday's victory. 

Bernier raised his record to 6-3-0, with a 2.63 goals-against average and 
.918 save percentage, as he's taken over the bulk of playing time in net 
from Thomas Greiss. 

From December 2019, Blashill said, Bernier has been among the best 
goaltenders in the NHL. 

"We didn't do it with good defense last year and he kept on playing 
good," Blashill said. "This year we've played better defensively and he's 
played strong. He's strong in the crease area and works hard at it. He's a 
winning type of person, I've been impressed with him since the first day I 
met him. 

"Through the ups and downs, and we've had trials for sure, and he's 
done nothing but continue to work hard and get better every day." 

Special night 

Svechnikov scored a goal and had an assist on Nielsen's goal in 
Svechnikov's first game of the season. 

Svechnikov was hurt in training camp, was waived but went unclaimed 
around the NHL, and then sent to Grand Rapids for three games before 
getting his chance Saturday. 

"He did a good job," Blashill said. "I have a lot of time for him as a 
person, he's a great human being. He works so hard." 

Svechnikov was a close friend of Sergei Tchekmarev, 65, the Wings' 
long-time masseur who recently died. 

Many Wings attended Friday's memorial for Tchekmarev, and to play and 
score a goal Saturday was special for Svechnikov. 
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"He was close to Cheekah," Blashill said. "It meant a lot to  him. It was 
important for him." 
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How to watch Red Wings at Blackhawks on ESPN+ (2/27) - NHL Regular 
Season | Channel, Stream, Time 

 

Updated Feb 27, 2021; Posted Feb 27, 2021 

By Lauren Williams | lwilliams@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings and the Chicago Blackhawks are back in action 
on Saturday night in the two team’s fifth meeting so far this season. The 
Blackhawks have already won the previous four games and the Red 
Wings will look to get their first win over their rivals this season. 

Saturday night’s game will air on Fox Sports Detroit but hockey fans can 
stream the game on ESPN+. 

The Red Wings will look to get another strong performance from 
goaltender Jonathan Bernier after he saved 37 of the 39 shots on goal by 
the Predators. 

Chicago will also have some strong goaltending from rookie Kevin 
Lankinen has an 8-3-3 record so far this season. 
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Red Wings’ Bobby Ryan sees a future in Detroit, even if traded at 
deadline 

 

Updated Feb 26, 6:21 PM; Posted Feb 26, 6:21 PM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Bobby Ryan has played only 21 games as a Detroit Red Wing but 
anticipates having a conversation soon with general manager Steve 
Yzerman about his future. 

That is the nature of this pandemic-shortened season. 

Ryan’s future could very well include a trade by the April 12 deadline, 
and then, quite possibly, a return to Detroit in the summer. 

“When I signed, I knew (being traded) was something that was going to 
be a possibility if I played well,” Ryan said Friday. “And it was going to be 
a win-win situation if I played well, possibly for me to get the opportunity 
to go somewhere and be in a playoff race and for the team to get an 
asset. I understand the business side of that thing.” 

Ryan, who turns 34 on March 17, signed a one-year, $1 million contract 
with the Red Wings within minutes of free agency opening on Oct. 9. He 
is tied for the team lead with five goals and 11 points. And despite having 
spent less than five months in the area, Ryan and his family have grown 
fond of their new home. 

“We’ve loved it,” Ryan said. “My wife loves it, is very happy in the area. I 
think the kids like it, but who knows? I know my daughter likes going to 
dance class and things like that. But we’re very comfortable here.” 

So comfortable he already is considering signing with the Red Wings 
again when free agency begins on July 28, even if he is moved by the 
deadline. 

“Whether (a trade) is tomorrow or five weeks down the road I feel very 
fortunate I’ve gotten to play here, wear the winged wheel,” Ryan said. “I 
love the group, love the coaching staff. Everything about it has been an 
incredible experience. 

“So, if there’s an opportunity for me to come back in the summer, it’ll be a 
conversation that Steve will have with me. I don’t know what his plans 
are, but it will be very high on my list. I absolutely love it here.” 

He said it is strange to be thinking about the future after such a brief time 
here. 

“I feel like I’m getting my feet wet as a Red Wing,” Ryan said. “It’s a little 
sad. I’m just starting to get comfortable with the guys, even though I have 
been, but you’re really starting to settle in, have a place in the locker 
room and things like that. Just the nature of the year.” 

Whatever happens, Ryan still has many games remaining as a Red 
Wing, including Saturday in Chicago (8 p.m., Fox Sports Detroit), when 
the team begins a four-game trip. He will not let it distract him. 

“When I was younger it would have been something that would have 
weighed on me heavily having been through it one time (traded from 
Anaheim to Ottawa in 2013),” Ryan said. “Not so much anymore. I’m just 
going to play.” 
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Jonathan Bernier showing value to Red Wings now and in the future 

 

Updated Feb 26, 6:01 AM; Posted Feb 26, 6:01 AM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – Jonathan Bernier is 5-3-0 for a team that has won only six of 
22 games, which is remarkable. 

Bernier arguably was the Detroit Red Wings’ most valuable player during 
a disastrous 2019-20 season. He has been their best player in a small 
sample size this season, as they continue struggling to score and get 
virtually nothing from their power play. 

Sam Gagner’s hat trick Thursday lifted the Red Wings to a 5-2 victory 
over the Nashville Predators at Little Caesars Arena. 

Equally important was Bernier’s 37-save performance. 

It was his third consecutive start. Coach Jeff Blashill, as he should, has 
stopped alternating goaltenders and is riding Bernier. He has a .941 save 
percentage in six appearance since returning on Feb. 13 from an upper-
body injury that idled him for two weeks. 

“He’s been outstanding,” Luke Glendening said. “When there’s been a 
breakdown, he’s been there to help us out and kept us in games when 
we’re not playing our best through stretches. He’s been great this whole 
year for us.” 

If Thomas Greiss, signed to a two-year contract in the off-season, had 
seized the No. 1 job, the Red Wings might have looked to move Bernier 
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for a draft pick by the trade deadline and signed an inexpensive backup 
in the summer. 

Greiss, however, has had a rough start (1-10-3, 3.16 goals-against 
average, .891 save percentage), not all his doing. His numbers were 
inflated in a couple of terrible performances by the team. He has not 
received much offensive support. And the club was missing as many as 
five players due to COVID protocol during several of Greiss’ starts earlier 
this season. 

But the 32-year-old Bernier, like last season, is showing his value to a 
rebuilding team, and it is important the Red Wings re-sign him. 

They would have other options in free agency, but expecting a new 
goalie to join one of the weakest teams in the league and match or 
exceed Bernier’s performance is not realistic. 

And none of their goaltending prospects -- a list that includes Filip 
Larsson, Keith Petruzelli, Victor Brattstrom and Jesper Eliasson – will be 
ready for the NHL in 2021-22. 

The well-traveled Bernier, who has played for five NHL teams, said on 
Wednesday that he would love to remain a Red Wing and that contract 
talks between his agent and general manager Steve Yzerman have not 
begun. 

“He’s been fantastic, ever since I got here, really (at the 2020 trade 
deadline),” Gagner said. “He’s a great pro, really works at his game. He’s 
got a lot of confidence because of that. Every game he plays he gives us 
a chance. Really can’t say enough good things about him.” 

Gagner had three points in his first 19 games as a Red Wings dating 
back to last season and matched it in two periods Thursday. 

It started when he flung the puck toward the net from the corner. It 
fluttered after being deflected by a Nashville stick and someone found a 
small opening between goalie Pekka Rinne and the post. 

“I’ve actually felt like I’ve played pretty well this year, trying to do my part 
to drive play, do a lot of different things, and haven’t found a way to get 
one and that (first) one goes in when I actually didn’t feel like I was 
playing well,” Gagner said. “It’s sometimes the way this league works, 
and you just got to try to remain consistent with it and create chances, 
make plays and eventually throughout the year it all evens out.” 

Gagner was scratched the previous two games but replaced Frans 
Nielsen, who was able to be assigned to the taxi squad after clearing 
waivers Monday. 

“A few of us have been saying it the last little bit -- love the game and it’ll 
love you back,” Gagner said. “I do really enjoy it. I put a lot of work into it, 
I love coming to the rink and being around the guys, trying to get better 
every day. 

“I still feel young, still feel I have a lot to give. It’s important to keep 
pushing, keep being consistent. There’s going to be nights like this and 
nights where it doesn’t go very well but the attitude and the consistency 
has to be the same. Just keep pushing forward.” 

Blashill said Gagner is accountable and plays the right way. 

“I think he’s been good defensively all year, it’s something he’s taken 
pride in as he’s matured as a player,” Blashill said. “Not to say he wasn’t 
as a young player, but I think he would tell you he’s learned through the 
years how important that is. He’s been a good model for our young 
players. That’s why he’s on the ice late in the game, because I trust him 
defensively.” 
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