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NHL divisional play appears to be breeding contempt between Canes and opponents  

By Chip Alexander  

Does familiarity breed contempt, as the old saying goes? 

It does in the NHL, circa 2021, after the decision to go to four 
divisions during the pandemic and have the teams play each 
other eight times apiece in a 56-game regular-season 
window. 

“Any time you’re around or playing the same teams, you start 
hating each other more and more,” Carolina Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a media call Sunday. “That’s 
just the nature of it.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Florida Panthers have played 
just twice in the Central Division and already tempers have 
flared, cross-checks have been thrown and some contempt 
formed. The latest came in the third period of Saturday’s 
game at BB&T Center that the Canes won 4-3 in a five-round 
shootout. 

With a little more than nine minutes left in the third, Florida’s 
MacKenzie Weegar gave Canes forward Jesper Fast a 
shove from behind in front of the Panthers net. Canes 
forward Andrei Svechnikov skated in and went chest-to-chest 
with Weegar and sticks soon were high. 

It didn’t end there.  

Panthers forward Frank Vatrano popped Svechnikov three 
times, once on the side of the head. Defenseman Aaron 
Ekblad aimed a right hand at Svechnikov but missed, falling 
to the ice. No gloves were dropped. 

It didn’t end there.  

With about 80 seconds left in regulation and the score tied 3-
3, Canes center Jordan Staal bumped aside Patric Hornqvist 
in a puck battle along the boards, then turned to go to the 
net. Defenseman Radko Gudas tied up Staal and held his 
stick with his left arm while Hornqvist cross-checked Staal 
from behind. 

Referee Wes McCauley, standing to the side the net, took it 
all in without calling a penalty. 

Only just beginning 

And just think, this is a third of the way through the season. 
There could be some real unpleasantness and madness in 
March, then some April hostility as the intensity continues to 
build and the same players see each other over and over. 

“Obviously, as the year goes on the games are going to get 
tighter and the points are going to be squeezed out more and 
more,” Staal said Sunday. 

Staal said having fans in BB&T Center — Florida had a listed 
attendance of 4,281 for Saturday’s game — added to the 
intensity in the game.  

“It definitely had some atmosphere,” he said. “It was fun. It 
was a good battle.” 

The Canes had just completed four games in a row against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, a bit of scheduling overkill by the 
NHL as it looks to make adjustments for COVID-related 
postponements. In Thursday’s game, which the Lightning 
won 3-1, Staal was cross-checked by Blake Coleman so 
forcefully that Coleman broke his stick on Staal’s back. 
Again, no call. 

The Canes and Lightning each had five power plays in the 
game, so it’s not as if the whistles were put away by the 
referees most of the night. Brind’Amour said after the game, 
“We probably could have had five or six more power plays, to 
be honest. It was weird how that worked out.” 

That was a subtle jab at the refereeing in the game, possibly 
with the Coleman cross-check in mind. 

Only going to escalate 

With teams playing almost every other night, the physicality, 
along with the glares and snarls should escalate as teams try 
to position themselves for the Stanley Cup playoffs. Players 
will be fatigued and could easily become edgy. They will 
reach a boiling point more quickly. 

As Brind’Amour put it earlier in the season, there will be a lot 
of “banging heads.” Even Canes defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton has dropped the gloves this season, trading 
punches with Detroit’s Sam Gagner in Hamilton’s first fight 
since 2016. 

In another game Saturday, St. Louis Blues goalie Jordan 
Binnington was lifted after giving up four goals. Binnington 
shoved three San Jose players, including goalie Devan 
Dubnyk, as he angrily left the ice in a game the Blues won 7-
6.  

One final note: the Canes and Panthers play again Monday. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Florida Panthers 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise, Fla. 

TV: FSCR 
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DGB weekend rankings: Can the Canadiens season be saved? 

By Sean McIndoe 

How’s that for a dramatic headline? Look, it’s the Habs and 
they’re losing. Nobody’s going to do subtlety and nuance. 

But I’ll blow the suspense by revealing the answer in the 
second paragraph. Can this season be saved? Yes, of 
course. They’re still holding down a playoff spot, we’ve 
already seen this lineup rack up wins early on, and they’re 
still one of the better possession teams at 5-on-5, which 
we’re told is a good predictor of future success. Nothing’s 
hopeless here. 

Will it be saved? That gets dicier, because man, things are 
not good right now. 

Let’s reset on a nightmare February. On Groundhog Day, the 
Habs beat the Canucks, ending a two-week stretch that saw 
them face Vancouver five times and take nine of 10 points, 
all while scoring at will. That ran their overall record to 7-1-2, 
and they were all but anointed the division’s best team. Marc 
Bergevin’s moves had all worked perfectly, and the relatively 
small number of skeptics had been proven wrong. (I was one 
of those offseason skeptics, but I bailed on it quickly, 
because even when I’m right I find a way to be wrong.) With 
four good lines and a smart system and nobody playing 
poorly, the team was so good it was getting boring. 

Two nights after that win over the hapless Canucks, the 
Habs lost to the Senators. No big deal, it was a trap game 
against a bad team and they got their revenge in a rematch. 
But then came a loss to the Maple Leafs, and then another to 
the Oilers, and soon they’d lost seven of eight, including five 
straight. Last week, they fired coach Claude Julien, a move 
that would have seemed unthinkable just two weeks ago. 

So now what? 

New head coach Dominique Ducharme has already made 
some tweaks, but a pair of losses to the Jets means there 
won’t be an instant turnaround. Ducharme was Julien’s 
assistant, so he should be able to maintain that successful 5-
on-5 system while concentrating on upgrading the lackluster 
special teams. But 5-on-5 possession only gets you so far if 
you can’t finish, and that’s where Bergevin’s decision to 
abandon his years-long pursuit of top-line talent in favor of a 
more balanced approach may not be the success it seemed 
like. The Canadiens can roll out three or four lines that can 
score, but who’s the go-to guy when you absolutely need a 
big goal? OK, Tyler Toffoli if it’s against the Canucks, but 
what about the rest of the time? Right now, the team’s 
leading scorer is 33-year-old defenseman Jeff Petry, which 
probably isn’t how Bergevin drew it up. 

But maybe that doesn’t matter, because we haven’t 
mentioned the elephant in the room. Like so many other 
slumping teams, all the analysis in the world can just be 
boiled down to one short sentence: The goaltending is bad. 
That’s it. Bad goaltending sinks good teams, and that’s what 
Montreal’s been getting on too many nights. 

In a weird way, that might be good news for Ducharme, 
because he has two established goaltenders and only one 
has been struggling. Jake Allen has played well, including in 
a Saturday loss in which Montreal was clearly the better 
team. Go with the hot hand for a little bit, and get the season 
back under control. Simple enough. But of course it isn’t, 
because the other goalie is Carey Price, a 33-year-old 
carrying the league’s highest cap hit for five more years after 
this one. The plan was that Allen wouldn’t just upgrade the 
backup slot, but that he’d give Price enough nights off that 
the starter would get back to the elite level of play that the 
league still insists he’s capable of, even if the last few years 
of numbers disagree. It hasn’t worked. Price is muddling 
through yet another shaky season. 

Does Ducharme sit his star and go with the guy who’s 
playing better? That sounds like the obvious answer, and 
maybe it is, but where does that leave you next year and 
beyond? And does that even matter, when you’ve got one 
year to work with in a very winnable Canadian division before 
you presumably go back to sharing the Atlantic with the 
Bruins and Lightning? If this keeps going off the rails and the 
Habs miss the playoffs, it’s possible that neither Ducharme 
nor Bergevin are around to worry about the fallout. (And yes, 
the rest of us have our popcorn ready in case Patrick Roy’s 
music hits.) 

Or maybe Price heats up, the special teams get a few 
bounces, the team plays like it did on Saturday but without 
the other team’s goalie stealing it, Montreal makes the 
playoffs and beats the Maple Leafs and everyone is happy. 
The turnaround would need to start soon, but they’ve got a 
winnable slate of games coming up, with the Senators 
tomorrow, two more against the Jets and then, like a 
shimmering oasis on the horizon, two more against the 
Washington Generals Canucks. 

Can the season be saved? Yes, of course it can. Will it? 
We’ll find out, and maybe soon. And it’s Montreal, so 
whether you want to or not, you’ll hear all about it. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
team in history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

There won’t be much debate about this weekend’s most 
entertaining game. The Blues and Sharks lit up the 
scoreboard for Saturday night’s throwback to the mid-80s, a 
7-6 St. Louis win. Scores like that are rare in today’s NHL. 
Even rarer: A 13-goal shootout in which the goalie who got 
pulled halfway through gets credit for leading his team to 
victory. But that’s apparently where we’re at with Jordan 
Binnington. 

Not everyone was a fan, but I’m all for convincing the 
league’s goalies that they can will their team to victory by 
giving up a bunch of goals and then going full Billy Smith on 
their way out. 
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5. Carolina Hurricanes (13-6-1, +9 true goals differential*)  – 
They shook off three straight losses to the Lightning with a 
win over the Panthers. That one came in a shootout, where 
they’ve won all four this year and 10 straight dating back to 
last season, as noted by the state’s governor for some 
reason. It’s no Gilbert Gottfried endorsement, but it will do. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (16-4-2, +23) – Look, I warned you 
last week. 

So yes, as promised/threatened, the Leafs make their top-
five debut, passing the Hurricanes and nudging the 
Avalanche out of the rankings. Toronto will still serve up the 
occasional game that makes you wonder, like Monday’s loss 
to the Flames. But they always get back on track quickly, 
having yet to go two games without a point this year. And on 
Saturday, they went into Edmonton to face the team chasing 
them for top spot in the North and dominated them despite 
not having their best player or their starting goalie. At this 
point, there just really isn’t any serious question about who 
the division’s best team is. 

They’ve got two more against Edmonton this week, which 
could tighten the race for top spot or all but end it. We don’t 
know yet if they’ll have Auston Matthews or Frederik 
Anderson for either game, or whether they’ll even need 
them. 

3. Boston Bruins (12-5-2, +7) – Not a great week, with two 
regulation losses before they bounced back with yesterday’s 
win over the Rangers. That’s opened the door for the 
Capitals to pass them in total points; those two teams will 
face each other twice this week. I still think Boston is the 
division’s best team, but with the Flyers passing them in 
points percentage and the Islanders and Penguins lurking, 
there are no sure things in the East right now. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (12-4-1, +16) – It was a light 
schedule, with just two games. They closed out their series 
with the Avs with a win and needed overtime to beat the 
lowly Ducks, which is just enough to move up a spot. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (14-4-1, +30) – Their grip on the top 
of the rankings was feeling shaky last week after a 4-0 loss 
to the Hurricanes. But they rebounded this week, beating 
Carolina in three straight and outscoring them 10-3. I’d call 
that sending a message, one that was reinforced by 
pummeling the Stars on Saturday. After almost coming back 
to the pack, we’re back to it being the Lightning in top spot by 
a comfortable margin. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild – They look great, in more ways 
than one. 

First, those retros. They’ve been hit-and-miss around the 
league, but the Wild and Kings did them right. 

The Wild took that one in overtime, stretching their win streak 
to six games. They’ve outscored their opponents 27-10 in 
that stretch to move past the Avs into second place in the 
West. Even better, they’ve been fun to watch, which isn’t 
something we get to say about the Wild very often. Kirill 
Kaprizov is basically appointment viewing at this point, and 

can pretty much start working on his Calder acceptance 
speech. 

I’m not putting the Wild into the top five yet, because I want 
to see them do it for more than two weeks. But others aren’t 
as conservative, with Moneypuck already having the Wild in 
top spot in their power rankings. Dom’s model isn’t quite as 
high on them, but he does have them as a near-lock to make 
the playoffs. It’s been a weird season with a long layoff, and 
they still have some games to make up. But they’re a great 
story right now, and Dean Evason is going to get some Jack 
Adams votes. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and trying to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power 
Ranking. 

If you missed it last week, here’s Pierre breaking the news 
that Jim Rutherford wants another shot at a GM job. Just 
leaving that here in case any GMs of teams in the bottom-
five ballpark weren’t already nervous enough. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (8-14-2, -18) – They’re back in the 
bottom five after a one-week respite, bumping the Predators 
out. They had the weekend off after dropping four straight, 
but still made some news as rumors of a Jake Virtanen trade 
picked up. The playoffs remain a very long shot, although the 
Habs’ recent struggles at least keep one spot in play. For the 
short term, my best advice would be to stop with the cursed 
jersey giveaways. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (6-10-3, -14) – They’ve lost three straight, 
including back-to-back 3-0 shutouts at the hands of the 
Flyers. Jack Eichel has returned to the lineup, but that’s 
pretty much where the good news ends, and a week of Jeff 
Skinner drama doesn’t seem to have translated into any kind 
of spark for anyone. 

Here’s this week’s Depressing Stat About a Bad Team: 

That was from before yesterday’s shutout, by the way. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (6-10-5, -18) – The losing streak is up to 
six straight, although they managed to get a point in the last 
two. They’ll spend this week playing the Blues and Avs, so 
cracking the Wings/Sens stranglehold on the top two spots 
seems like a decent bet at this point. 

2. Ottawa Senators (7-15-1, -31) – They’re not good. But 
they’re good at showing up, beating your favorite team, and 
triggering an emotional spiral in the fan, and I’m kind of here 
for it. 

In the bigger picture, this week’s win streak may not be a 
good thing, at least in terms of draft lottery odds. But even a 
rebuild can’t be misery all the time. Ottawa fans have 
watched a lot of bad hockey over the last few years, and 
every now and then you need to hit a stretch where your 
team wins a few games and gets everyone else in the 
division fired. 

1. Detroit Red Wings (7-14-3, -27) – It feels a little cruel to 
knock the Red Wings back down this spot in a week that saw 
them put up their first winning streak of the season. But that 
streak ended at two wins, while the Senators reeled off three, 
so you do the math. Still, let’s focus on the positive, as the 
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Wings are at least competitive most nights, the Sam Gagner 
hat trick was fun, and they even scored a powerplay goal for 
a change. See? Positive. Please don’t check the score of last 
night’s game. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars – It’s time to worry, right? 

Two more losses this week make it eight of their last nine, 
and dropped them to dead last in the Central in terms of total 
points. That makes the situation sound worse than it is; 
between their delayed start to the season and a week lost to 
the Texas power outage, the Stars have played a league-low 
16 games. If we go by points percentage, and we should, 
they’re still ahead of the Wings, Predators and Blue Jackets, 
and within striking distance of the Hawks for the last playoff 
spot. 

Still, this is a team that started 4-0-0 and has won just two 
games since, leading to headlines that are reasonably asking 
questions like “Is this just a bad team?” (Saad Yousuf’s 
answer: No, he doesn’t think they’re a bad team, “though 
confidence in that is waning by the hour.”) Saturday night’s 
loss to the Lightning put an exclamation point on where 

things are at. There’s no shame in losing to a team as good 
as Tampa, but this wasn’t any loss. The Stars got stomped, 
in a way that emphasized just how much things have 
changed since we saw those same two teams in last year’s 
final. 

The situation is far from hopeless. Nobody had the 
Blackhawks as a playoff team, so their spot seems 
vulnerable, and we know this Dallas team can go on a run 
when it counts. They’ve yet to see a pair of key players in 
Tyler Seguin and Ben Bishop, and both should return at 
some point. And hey, last year’s team started off badly too, 
and that turned out OK. 

But last year’s team had 70+ games to figure it out. This 
one’s already down to 40, and they’ll be playing them on a 
condensed schedule that could be exhausting. They could 
make the playoffs, sure, but that will hardly feel like a 
success if they just get their doors blown off by the Lightning 
or Hurricanes. There’s a lot of work to do in Dallas, and 
time’s running out to get started. They’re up again tomorrow, 
with a rematch against Tampa.

 

 

Mrazek Could Return to Canes' Lineup 'Really Soon' 

Mrazek: 'When it feels like it's ready, I'll be good to go' 

By Michael Smith 

SUNRISE - Each time the Carolina Hurricanes hit the ice for 
practice is a step closer to a return to game action for Petr 
Mrazek. 

For the second consecutive day, Mrazek was actively using 
his stick while seeing shots in practice drills, one of the final 
critical progress markers in his return from injury. 

"It's a great feeling, but I'm not quite there yet," Mrazek said 
on Sunday after practice in Sunrise. "I want to be careful with 
it, but if things go well, I can be back really soon." 

Whenever that magical date might be, "really soon" is 
impressive given the timeline and initial fears. Let's rewind. 
Mrazek suffered a right thumb injury on Jan. 30, and on Feb. 
3, he underwent surgery in Vail, Colorado. It was only a little 
more than a week after the injury that Mrazek first appeared 
on the ice, as he completed a light workout in Dallas. Since 
then, he's been slowly integrating more blocker and stick 
work into his practices. 

"Being on the ice, you see the process every single day. You 
feel better and better," he said. "Small progress. I'm looking 
forward to being back." 

Mrazek won't be back in the net on Monday - Alex 
Nedeljkovic is the likely starter for the Canes' second of two 
games against the Florida Panthers - or Tuesday or probably 
even Thursday when the team returns home and is able to 
host around 2,900 fans at PNC Arena. 

Progress is progress, though, and it means that his return 
will be sooner rather than later. 

"I'm taking it day-by-day," he said. "When it feels like it's 
ready, I'll be good to go." 

Prior to the injury, Mrazek was red hot to begin the season. 
He recorded two shutouts in his first three games and 
sported a dazzling 0.99 goals-against average and .955 save 
percentage. It was just three games and 2:47 of another, 
sure, but it was an encouraging start to his third season with 
the Canes, none the less. 

With James Reimer and Nedeljkovic manning the crease in 
Mrazek's absence, the Canes have continued to roll. The 
team sits at 13-6-1 with 27 points through 20 games. Adding 
back to the mix a healthy netminder who was playing at the 
top of his game should fortify an already stout lineup. 

"I'm working on things I worked on in training camp," Mrazek 
said. "I believe in myself that I can pick up where I left off."
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Preview: Hurricanes at Panthers 

Rematch set in South Florida 

By Michael Smith 

FORT LAUDERDALE - A rematch is set between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Florida Panthers, the fourth game in 
a stretch of five straight on the road for the Canes. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (13-6-1, 27 points) at Florida Panthers 
(13-4-3, 29 points) 

Monday, March 1, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Saturday Night 

The Canes twice lost a lead in the third period on Saturday 
night, but they were able to fend off the Panthers in a 4-3 
shootout final. Jake Bean netted his first career NHL goal, 

and Vincent Trocheck scored in his first game back in South 
Florida. Martin Necas netted the game-deciding goal in the 
shootout, delivering the Canes their 10th straight shootout 
win, the longest active streak in the NHL. 

"We needed to get the win here," Trocheck said. "Every 
game matters and every point matters. To get two points 
against a good team is important." 

Numbers to Know 

40.5%: In addition to scoring on the power play on Saturday 
night, Trocheck also scored in the second round of the 
shootout and is 17-for-42 (40.5%) in shootouts in his NHL 
career. 

4: The Canes are the fourth team in NHL history to win 10 
straight shootouts, joining Detroit (2016-17), Colorado (2011-
12) and Dallas (2005-06). 

22-2-1: The Canes scored two power-play goals on Saturday 
night, and the team is 22-2-1 in their last 25 games when 
they score at least two goals on the man advantage. 

 
 

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Staal talk after practice 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour and captain Jordan Staal 
spoke with the media via Zoom following the team’s practice 
Sunday afternoon. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes snapped their three-game skid 
Saturday night as they defeated the Florida Panthers 4-3 in a 
shootout at the BB&T Center. 

The team practiced before their rematch on Monday night 
and head coach Rod Brind’Amour and captain Jordan Staal 
spoke to the media via Zoom following the practice. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Jordan Staal and Vincent Trocheck’s faceoff success: If 
you look around the league, most of the centers that are at 
the top are guys that have either a guy on their wing that 
helps on the offside or that can take a majority of the faceoffs 
on their strong side. If you can have that covered where you 
have a righty and a lefty, it just ups your odds. It ups your 
percentage for sure. 

On if he expects physicality to stay high with playing the 
same opponents over and over: More than likely that’s for 
sure what’s going to happen. Anytime you’re around or 
playing the same teams, you start hating each other more 
and more. That’s just the nature of it. 

On Jake Bean: Whatever the player is, you always say, 
“What does he do?” He’s got to do something to be noticed 
and he’s been putting up some nice assists and now he’s got 
a goal. He’s making plays in the o-zone, which is what he 
does. That to me is what stands out and now he’s working 
hard at his defensive responsibilities which obviously you 
have to have to play in this league. I appreciate the work 
ethic and willingness to work on the things he needs to work 
on. 

Jordan Staal 

On the physicality ramping up playing against the same 
opponents: I think that’s part of it, but also as the year goes, 
the games get tighter and the points will be squeezed out 
even more. I think having a little bit of fans helps too. It 
definitely adds some atmosphere. It was fun. It was a good 
battle and it’s good to be in those kinds of games. 

On his team’s response to come away with two points: On 
both their first goals, the next few shifts we were solid and 
just kind of moved on and just tried to play our game again. 
That’s what you want no matter what the score is. We want 
to be consistent with what we do. Up or down, we want to do 
all the right things and I thought we did a good job of staying 
consistent as best we could with that and not get caught up 
with the emotions of the game. 

On Warren Foegele: Foegs’ been solid throughout this year, 
but when he’s going, you see his speed and his decisions 
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with the puck are better and he holds onto pucks. Just 
seems to make better decisions when he has it. He can 
create a lot. He’s been a good player for us. 

On his success in the faceoff circle: I try to use my strengths. 
That’s just getting in the circle and using my strength. It’s 
been nice to have Trocheck as a righty, and a very good 
righty faceoff guy at that. That means not taking as many 
draws on the offside, so that’s probably helped a little bit in 
both of our faceoff percentages, but our team in general 
does a great job off the mark too. A lot of 50/50 pucks seem 

to go our way because our wingers and defensemen jump 
really hard to help.  

On how big the off-day was for the team between Tampa 
and Florida: It was nice. It was a good mental break. Playing 
five games in seven nights but having a day like that 
between it all definitely helps. I thought it was nice just to 
hang out with the guys and get a little bit of Vitamin-D. 
Maybe some guys got a little too much, but I think it paid off 
in the end yesterday to get that mental break. We were 
fortunate enough to get the win after it.

 

Carolina Hurricanes at Florida Panthers Game Two Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Hurricanes look to make it two straight and set up a new 
winning streak. 

By Zeke Lukow 

Carolina Hurricanes (13-6-1) at Florida Panthers (13-4-3)  

2021 Regular Season Game 21 
Monday, March 1, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 

BB&T Arena - Sunshine, Florida 

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Litter Box Cats 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes took the first game of this set 
Saturday in a close shootout win. The Canes’ goalie situation 
is getting more muddled with Petr Mrazek returning to 
practice with full use of his goalie stick. Being able to use his 
injured hand means that he is nearing a return. There has 
not been a starter named but it could be Alex Nedeljkovic in 
net with James Reimer getting the last two starts.  

With the Panthers using Sergei Bobrovsky in their last two 
games, they will likely return to Chris Driedger in net. 
Driedger has taken the starting gig from Bobrovsky as of late 
and has been a strong performer all season. 

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Record 13-6-1 13-4-3 

Goals/Game 3.25 3.20 

Goals Against/Game 2.80 2.75 

Shots/Game 31.90 33.95 

Face Off Win % 54.3% 48.6% 

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Power Play % (Rank) 27.7% (6th) 26.3% (10th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 80.0% (13th) 77.6% (19th) 

ES Corsi For % 53.66% 53.32% 

ES PDO 100.90 100.07 

PIM/Game 07:36 08:24 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Sergei Bobrovsky 

Record 9-3-0 6-2-2 

Save % 0.897 .899 

GAA 2.97 3.02 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Chris Driedger 

Record 2-2-1 7-2-1 

Save % .914 .928 

GAA 2.38 2.18 

Game Notes:  

 The Carolina Hurricanes are just 2-4-0 this season 
when finishing out the second halves of these two-
game series. The Panthers have been much better 
in their final games with a 6-1-0 record. 
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 With the overtime game between the Canes and 
Panthers and the Blackhawks ‘7-2 win over the Red 
Wings yesterday, the top four teams in the central 
division are all within two points. 

 The gap from the top four is six points so the top 
four are really starting to separate themselves from 
the rest of the pack. 

 Jonathan Huberdeau ranks eighth in the league in 
assists (16) and 10th in points (24).

 

 

They Shoot, They Score: The Active and All-Time Goal Leaders For All 31 NHL Teams 

Four active NHLers lead their team in all-time goals: San 
Jose's Patrick Marleau, Tampa Bay's Steven Stamkos, 
Vegas' William Karlsson and, of course, Washington's Alex 
Ovechkin. 

By Sam McCaig 

Alex Ovechkin 

At the end of the day, it's about who scores the most goals. 
And nobody has scored more goals for their NHL team than 
the active and all-time leaders listed here. 

Note: For active leaders, only players who are still with the 
team were considered. For example, in Anaheim, Corey 
Perry is ahead of Ryan Getzlaf on the franchise's goal list, 
but Perry no longer plays for the Ducks, so Getzlaf is 
credited as the team's active leader.  

Here are the all-time goal leaders and active goal leaders for 
the NHL's 31 teams: 

ANAHEIM DUCKS 

All-time goal leader: Teemu Selanne (457 goals) 
Active goal leader: Ryan Getzlaf (275 goals) 

Talk about mighty Ducks. It's Selanne on top, followed by 
Corey Perry (372 goals), Paul Kariya (300 goals) and then 
Getzlaf. The 35-year-old captain, who's a pending UFA, 
needs to re-sign if he's going to climb any higher. 

ARIZONA COYOTES 

All-time goal leader: Shane Doan (402 goals) 
Active goal leader: Oliver Ekman-Larsson (125 goals) 

Ekman-Larsson is the only defenseman who's the leading 
active goal-scorer for his team (and there's no team with a 
defenseman as its leading all-time goal-scorer). And he'll 
hold on to that title for a while, with Clayton Keller (60 goals) 
and Christian Dvorak (59 goals) his closest pursuers. 

BOSTON BRUINS 

All-time goal leader: Johnny Bucyk (545 goals) 
Active goal leader: Patrice Bergeron (360 goals) 

Bucyk scored 20-plus goals 16 times during his 21-year 
tenure in Boston, peaking with 51 goals as a 35-year-old in 
1970-71. Bergeron is fourth on Boston's all-time list – behind 
Bucyk, Phil Esposito (459 goals) and Rick Middleton (402 
goals) – but 24-year-old David Pastrnak (189 goals in 401 
games) is the one to watch. 

BUFFALO SABRES 

All-time goal leader: Gilbert Perreault (512 goals) 
Active goal leader: Jack Eichel (139 goals) 

Perreault, Buffalo's first-ever draft pick at No. 1 overall in 
1970, remains the Sabres' most prolific scorer. Eichel, who 
ranks 19th on Buffalo's all-time list, has his work cut out for 
him. 

CALGARY FLAMES 

All-time goal leader: Jarome Iginla (525 goals) 
Active goal leader: Sean Monahan (198 goals) 

Monahan has cracked Calgary's top 10 all-time – he's ninth, 
between Eric Vail (206 goals) and Hakan Loob (193 goals) – 
but Iginla doesn't have anything to worry about. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

All-time goal leader: Ron Francis (382 goals) 
Active goal leader: Sebastian Aho (127 goals) 

Eric Staal (322 goals) and Jeff Skinner (204 goals) both had 
more goals for the Hurricanes than Aho's output, but they've 
moved on and he's still in Carolina. And he's only 23 – if he 
sticks around, he's got a shot at taking down franchise icon 
Francis.  

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS 

All-time goal leader: Bobby Hull (604 goals) 
Active goal leader: Patrick Kane (399 goals) 

Kane is up there with the Blackhawks legends. He's already 
passed Denis Savard (377 goals) and he's on the verge of 
overtaking Steve Larmer (406 goals). Catching Hull is 
unlikely, but Kane has a shot at second-place Stan Mikita 
(541 goals). 

COLORADO AVALANCHE 

All-time goal leader: Joe Sakic (625 goals) 
Active goal leader: Gabriel Landeskog (202 goals) 

Landeskog will soon hand off to Nathan MacKinnon (195 
goals), but Sakic's total seems ludicrously out of reach. 
Michel Goulet (456 goals), Peter Stastny (380 goals), Milan 
Hejduk (375 goals) and Anton Stastny (252 goals) round out 
Colorado/Quebec's top five. 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS 
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All-time goal leader: Rick Nash (289 goals) 
Active goal leader: Cam Atkinson (207 goals) 

Atkinson, at 31 and with four more years on his contract after 
this season, has a legitimate chance to pass franchise 
heavyweight Nash. Blue Jackets captain Nick Foligno (139 
goals) sits third on the team list. 

DALLAS STARS 

All-time goal leader: Mike Modano (557 goals) 
Active goal leader: Jamie Benn (304 goals) 

Modano is more than 200 goals ahead of Brian Bellows (342 
goals) and Dino Ciccarelli (332 goals). In other words, Benn 
and Tyler Seguin (223 goals) are shooting for second place. 

DETROIT RED WINGS 

All-time goal leader: Gordie Howe (786 goals) 
Active goal leader: Dylan Larkin (111 goals) 

No player in NHL history has more goals for one franchise 
than the 786 that Howe had for Detroit. Also notable: Wings 
runner-up Steve Yzerman (692 goals) has the most goals 
among players who spent their entire career with the same 
franchise. Alex Delvecchio (456 goals), Sergei Fedorov (400 
goals) and Henrik Zetterberg (337 goals) round out Detroit's 
all-time top five. Larkin, if you're wondering, sits 39th. 

EDMONTON OILERS 

All-time goal leader: Wayne Gretzky (583 goals) 
Active goal leader: Leon Draisaitl & Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
(178 goals) 

The only time Gretzky scored fewer than 51 goals for the 
Oilers was during his ninth and final season in Edmonton, 
when he scored 40 in 64 games. So, like, no wonder they 
traded him, right? It's a logjam for the active lead with 
Draisaitl and Nugent-Hopkins less than a hat trick ahead of 
Connor McDavid (176 goals). 

FLORIDA PANTHERS 

All-time goal leader: Olli Jokinen (188 goals) 
Active goal leader: Aleksander Barkov (163 goals) 

Enjoy the top spot while you can, Olli, because Barkov and 
Jonathan Huberdeau (156 goals) are coming up fast. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS 

All-time goal leader: Luc Robitaille (557 goals) 
Active goal leader: Anze Kopitar (337 goals) 

Robitaille had three separate stints with the Kings, and he 
scored 15 times in his final season to bump Marcel Dionne 
(550 goals) for the top spot. Kopitar has a shot at passing 
Dave Taylor (431 goals) for third place on L.A.'s list.  

MINNESOTA WILD 

All-time goal leader: Marian Gaborik (219 goals) 
Active goal leader: Zach Parise (195 goals) 

Gaborik outscored longtime Wild captain Mikko Koivu (205 
goals) despite playing less than half as many games – 
Gaborik suited up 502 times for Minnesota compared to 
1,028 appearances for Koivu. Parise is slowing down at 36, 

but he still has four years left on the 13-year deal he signed 
in 2012.  

MONTREAL CANADIENS 

All-time goal leader: Maurice Richard (544 goals) 
Active goal leader: Brendan Gallagher (179 goals) 

There's some poetry to the fact that Montreal has three 500-
goal scorers, and the three players are Richard, Guy Lafleur 
(518 goals) and Jean Beliveau (507 goals). Yvan Cournoyer 
(428 goals) and Steve Shutt (408 goals) round out the Habs' 
Hall of Fame top five. Good luck, Gallagher.  

NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

All-time goal leader: David Legwand (210 goals) 
Active goal leader: Filip Forsberg (175 goals) 

Forsberg is signed through next season, which should be 
enough time for him to pass Legwand. Back on the blueline, 
Roman Josi (111 goals) is trying to catch Shea Weber (166 
goals) for the 'D' lead. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS 

All-time goal leader: Patrik Elias (408 goals) 
Active goal leader: Travis Zajac (197 goals) 

Zajac is back in action and can pass third-place Bobby Holik 
(202 goals), but Elias and John MacLean (347 goals) don't 
have to look over their shoulder until Nico Hischier and Jack 
Hughes get going in earnest. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

All-time goal leader: Mike Bossy (573 goals) 
Active goal leader: Anders Lee (181 goals) 

Bossy is joined by linemate Bryan Trottier (500 goals) on the 
500-goal plateau, which is a long ways off for Lee. The 
current Isles captain will have to be satisfied with trying to 
chase down former Isles captain John Tavares (272 goals).  

NEW YORK RANGERS 

All-time goal leader: Rod Gilbert (406 goals) 
Active goal leader: Chris Kreider (166 goals) 

Gilbert's total is the lowest to lead an Original Six team, and 
the Rangers have only had one other player surpass 300 
goals (Jean Ratelle, 336 goals). Kreider sits 22nd on New 
York's all-time list. 

OTTAWA SENATORS 

All-time goal leader: Daniel Alfredsson (426 goals) 
Active goal leader: Ryan Dzingel (62 goals) 

Alfredsson is miles ahead of runners-up Jason Spezza (251 
goals) and Alexei Yashin (218 goals). Dzingel, who was 
reacquired by Ottawa this season, actually ranks 11th among 
active NHLers on the Sens' list, but he's the highest-scoring 
one who's still in Ottawa. And really, he's just holding the 
spot for Brady Tkachuk (52 goals). 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 

All-time goal leader: Bill Barber (420 goals) 
Active goal leader: Claude Giroux (258 goals) 
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You were probably expecting to see Bobby Clarke's name, 
right? If so, it might come as a surprise to find out the Flyers' 
all-time point leader actually ranks fourth on the team with 
358 goals, behind Barber, Brian Propp (369 goals) and Tim 
Kerr (363 goals). Giroux, meanwhile, is exactly 100 goals 
behind Clarke. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

All-time goal leader: Mario Lemieux (690 goals) 
Active goal leader: Sidney Crosby (469 goals) 

Crosby should be the next NHLer to reach 500 goals, but 
'The Kid' isn't exactly a kid anymore, so 600 goals – not to 
mention Lemieux's gaudy total – looks out of reach. Evgeni 
Malkin (420 goals), on the other hand, has third-place 
Jaromir Jagr (439 goals) in his sights. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES 

All-time goal leader: Brett Hull (527 goals) 
Active goal leader: Vladimir Tarasenko (214 goals) 

Hull's 86-goal season in 1990-91 stands as the highest non-
Gretzky total in NHL history, and third-highest all-time behind 
Gretzky's 92- and 87-goal campaigns in the early '80s. Hull is 
also the only player besides Gretzky to post three 70-plus 
goal seasons (Gretzky did it four times).  

SAN JOSE SHARKS 

All-time goal leader: Patrick Marleau (519 goals) 
Active goal leader: Patrick Marleau (519 goals) 

Hey, maybe you can go home again. Marleau's back in San 
Jose for the third and, surely, final time, and he's looking to 
pad his lead on previous Sharks captain Joe Pavelski (355 
goals) and current captain Logan Couture (267 goals).  

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

All-time goal leader: Steven Stamkos (432 goals) 
Active goal leader: Steven Stamkos (432 goals) 

Stamkos joins Marleau as two of four active players who lead 
their respective team in all-time goals. Nikita Kucherov (221 
goals) holds down fourth place in Tampa Bay, trailing fellow 
franchise icons Stamkos, Vincent Lecavalier (383 goals) and 
Martin St-Louis (365 goals). 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

All-time goal leader: Mats Sundin (420 goals) 
Active goal leader: Auston Matthews (176 goals) 

Mats today, Matthews forever? The Leafs' 23-year-old sniper 
sits 19th on the franchise list, but he's rising fast and could 
take over the top spot before he's 30.  

VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

All-time goal leader: Daniel Sedin (393 goals) 
Active goal leader: Bo Horvat (129 goals) 

Henrik the playmaker holds the Canucks' point-scoring 
crown, while shooter Daniel is the team's goal king. Horvat's 
the active leader for now, but Brock Boeser (87 goals) and 
Elias Pettersson (63 goals) are better long-term bets. 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

All-time goal leader: William Karlsson (87 goals) 
Active goal leader: William Karlsson (87 goals) 

After a six-goal season with Columbus in 2016-17, Karlsson 
exploded for 43 goals to set the tone for Vegas' wildly 
successful expansion season in 2017-18. He hasn't kept up 
the pace, but he's scored enough to stay ahead of Jonathan 
Marchessault (80 goals), Reilly Smith (71 goals), Max 
Pacioretty (62 goals) and Alex Tuch (50 goals). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

All-time goal leader: Alex Ovechkin (712 goals) 
Active goal leader: Alex Ovechkin (712 goals) 

He might not break Gretzky's all-time goal record of 894, but 
Ovechkin will surely be No. 1 in Washington until the end of 
time. Peter Bondra (472 goals) sits second on the Caps' list. 

WINNIPEG JETS 

All-time goal leader: Ilya Kovalchuk (328 goals) 
Active goal leader: Blake Wheeler (220 goals) 

Don't bother looking for old photos of Kovalchuk in a Jets 
jersey, because they don't exist. Nevertheless, the Atlanta 
Thrashers star will likely remain on top of the franchise's goal 
list until Mark Scheifele (191 goals) gets a few more seasons 
under his belt.
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Wolves respond with 8-4 win 

Two days after the Grand Rapids Griffins handed the 
Chicago Wolves their first loss, the Wolves responded with 
an 8-4 triumph over the Griffins Sunday afternoon at the 
Wolves Training Facility. 

Rookie forward Jamieson Rees scored two first-period goals 
while Phil Tomasino, Cavan Fitzgerald, Seth Jarvis, Rem 
Pitlick, Sean Malone and David Cotton also tallied for the 
Wolves (8-1-0-0), who share the best record in the American 
Hockey League. 

Grand Rapids (4-3-0-0) entered the game riding a four-game 
winning streak and with the league’s No. 2 defense at 1.83 
goals allowed per game. 

“I thought it was a good response from our team,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We played a lot 
harder with more structure. Really a good effort. Obviously to 
score the eight is nice, but to be honest we were looking 
more for the response from really not skating, not showing 
up, the other night in Grand Rapids. So it was good.” 

Tomasino, who missed the last two games due to injury, 
gave the Wolves a boost just 48 seconds into the game. He 
carried the puck into the offensive zone and patiently waited 
for his teammates to make it a 4-on-2 situation. He fed 
defenseman Frederic Allard, then got the puck back in the 
left circle and whistled it home. 

Grand Rapids pulled even on Taro Hirose’s power-play goal 
at 10:29 — snapping the Wolves’ streak of 20 consecutive 
penalty kills — but Rees responded with a power-play goal at 
12:49. Defenseman Jeremy Davies scalded a slap shot from 
the post and Rees, stationed in the slot, tipped it past Pat 

Nagle. Rees added another goal with a wicked dangle at 
15:34 to stake the Wolves to a 3-1 lead. 

“I just think we came out a lot stronger and ready to play,” 
Rees said. “I don’t think we showed up ready to play Friday 
night. I think we showed up tonight and we were ready to 
snap back and show them that’s not the team we are. And I 
think we did that exactly.” 

The Griffins cut the deficit to 3-2 by the end of the first 
period, but the Wolves stacked up three more goals in the 
second. Ryan Suzuki fed Fitzgerald for a blast, Jarvis 
knocked home a rebound for his seventh of the year and 
then Sheldon Rempal fed Pitlick on the rush for his AHL-
leading eighth goal of the season. 

Grand Rapids got as close as 6-4 on Riley Barber’s power-
play goal at 2:15 of the third, but Malone and Cotton 
provided insurance tallies to ensure the Wolves posted their 
best February winning percentage in their 27-year history. 

Rookie goaltender Beck Warm (4-0-0) stopped 29 shots to 
maintain his perfect record as a pro. Grand Rapids’ Pat 
Nagle (2-2-0) allowed five goals in 20 shots during the 
opening 29 minutes before being replaced by Kevin Boyle 
(12 saves). 

The Wolves host the Cleveland Monsters at 7 p.m. Friday 
and 3 p.m. Saturday in Hoffman Estates. Wolves fans who 
want to be at the rink this season can purchase a 
personalized cutout and take their place in the Chicago 
Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by Hefty. To learn more, click 
here.

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249589048.html 

https://theathletic.com/2417787/2021/03/01/can-the-canadiens-season-be-saved/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/petr-mrazek-could-return-to-canes-lineup-really-soon/c-321935344 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-florida-panthers/c-321932314 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/2/28/22306080/they-said-it-brindamour-staal-talk-after-practice 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/1/22306628/carolina-hurricanes-at-florida-panthers-game-two-preview-and-storm-advisory 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/they-shoot-they-score-the-active-and-all-time-goal-leaders-for-all-31-nhl-teams 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/02/28/wolves-respond-with-8-4-win/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ 3 Stars of the Month – February 2021 

 

February 28, 2021 by Matt Cosman 

 

The theme of February for the Carolina Hurricanes was that of high highs 
and low lows. They flirted with first place in the competitive Discover 
Central Division thanks to an outburst of offense. But, they also had to 
overcome an injury to their red-hot goalie Petr Mrazek and face a tough 
schedule to end the month that saw them slide down the standings to the 
middle of the pack. 

Gaining ground will not be easy. The Hurricanes have the Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning, and runner-up Dallas Stars to battle 
against in their division, and also have to manage the emergence of the 
first-place Florida Panthers and reinvigorated Chicago Blackhawks. 

Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov are two guys the Hurricanes rely 
upon for offense, but they haven’t as dominant this season as they’ve 
shown in the past. And with winger Teuvo Teravainen sidelined with a 
concussion, the Hurricanes needed contribution from their depth. 
Fortunately, in February, several of those key players evolved their 
games and stepped up in big ways. 

Third Star: Jordan Staal 

Make that back-to-back bronze medals for ‘Canes captain Jordan Staal, 
who continues his torrid pace in the 2020-21 season. The 32-year-old 
center tied for the team lead in goals (six) and points (11) in February, 
and currently sits just two points off the overall team lead held by Aho, 
with two fewer games played. 

It always felt like Staal should be rewarded more offensively given his 
size, power and work ethic, but it seems like everything he’s touched 
around the net this year has turned to gold. He looks noticeably more 
relaxed with the puck, and is setting up teammates with confidence and 
ease. Of his eight assists this season, five are primary, and of those five, 
two were direct setups on game-winners. 

The only thing holding him back from a higher spot on the podium is 
longevity. Staal’s shooting percentage of 24.1 percent is simply 
unsustainable, and that started to show in the latter portion of the month 
– he’s currently riding a six-game pointless streak. What’s more telling, 
however, is that he’s scored just one goal in 10 combined games against 
the Panthers, Lightning and Blackhawks – the teams the Hurricanes are 
battling in the standings. 

Staal may be trending downward, but he’s still in the midst of the best 
season of his career statistically, and there’s plenty of time to break the 
spell. With Svechnikov bumped off his line due to the Teravainen injury, 
Staal’s focus may have shifted back to a more defensive mindset. We’ve 
seen what he can do offensively this year, he just needs to do it against 
the good teams. 

Second Star: Vincent Trocheck 

When Vincent Trocheck was acquired by the Hurricanes at last season’s 
trade deadline, the question on everyone’s mind was: could he replicate 
his 75-point season from just three years ago? Well, after somewhat of a 
slow start with the Hurricanes last season, it seems he’s become 
adjusted, because his play in February was everything and more than 
what they hoped for when they traded for him. 

Trocheck added 11 February points to his total of 17 this season, which 
leads the Hurricanes. His 10 goals are also first on the team, and he’s 
also sporting a stellar faceoff percentage of 58.9 percent. The Hurricanes 
are 4-0 in shootouts this season, and Trocheck has gone 3-for-4 in his 
attempts, scoring two game-winners. 

What I like most about Trocheck’s game this season is his ability to pilot 
his own line. While the Hurricanes’ lines have been anything but 
concrete, Trocheck has played nearly half the season centering Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas, which has freed up guys like Aho and 
Svechnikov to run their own lines. 

Vincent Trocheck Carolina Hurricanes 

Trocheck can be partly credited for Niederreiter’s hot start to the season 
as well. The Swiss winger is typically a mainstay on the top line with Aho 
and Teravainen when the ‘Canes are healthy, but he has a habit of 
disappearing when he gets stationed away from the two superstars. 
Thankfully, it turns out Trocheck and Niederreiter have some chemistry of 
their own, as Niederreiter has been directly involved in five of Trocheck’s 
eight even-strength points. 

The Pittsburgh native’s value lies in his rare blend of skills – scoring, 
speed, physicality and defensive responsibility. Now, the Hurricanes just 
hope to get Teravainen back from injury soon so they can return to 
playing head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s preferred style of hockey – a 
deadly, but balanced attack. 

First Star: Brett Pesce 

Steady, elite, reliable, and now Brett Pesce can add “offensive 
powerhouse” to his resume. Well, maybe that’s an overstatement, but 11 
points in 14 February games is pretty good for a guy who’s never broken 
30 in his career. 

The stay-at-home defenseman has always been an invaluable piece of 
Carolina’s blue line, but Pesce has added a new element this season 
with his improved puck-moving and offensive awareness. The puck 
seems to be finding Pesce everywhere, and he’s been much more 
deliberate in his decision-making, which has given the Hurricanes yet 
another piece of offensive pressure. His latest goal, which came against 
the Lightning on Feb. 25, is a perfect example of his confidence in motion 
and his willingness to join the rush. 

Pesce’s emergence comes at a much-needed time while Dougie 
Hamilton has been struggling to find his scoring touch, and Jaccob Slavin 
has been trying to regain his step since undergoing COVID-19 protocol in 
late January. Pesce is now tied with Hamilton for the team lead in points 
among blueliners, but Pesce’s all-around play has made him easily the 
most valuable defenseman for the Hurricanes this year. 

Pesce’s body of work this season includes 28 blocked shots (first), 12 
takeaways (second), and 22:32 time-on-ice (TOI) per game (second). 
He’s also the main penalty killer for the Hurricanes, logging an average of 
3:13 shorthanded TOI. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 1, 2021 

 

The great thing about Pesce is he can play with any defenseman on the 
team. He’s spent most of the season partnered with Brady Skjei, but has 
taken shifts with Slavin and Jake Gardiner regularly as well. Personally, 
I’d like to see what Pesce can do for a few games next to Jake Bean or 
Haydn Fleury. The two young defensemen have had their legs moving 
every night but haven’t been able to escape the third pairing. A vibrant 
player like Bean, who could use an extra line of security behind him, 
would have his skillset complemented beautifully by the defensive 
specialist Pesce. 

Honorable Mention: Brock McGinn 

As great of a month as Brock McGinn had, he sadly just misses the cut in 
what turned out to be a competitive month for three-star honors. McGinn 
potted a team-high six goals in February and chipped in four assists, 
finishing one point shy of the lead for the Hurricanes. He was so hot in 
February, he had already matched his goal total from last season just 13 
games into the year. 

Brock McGinn Carolina Hurricanes 

Unfortunately, the knock on McGinn lies with his consistency. He enjoyed 
a four-game goal streak near the beginning of the month, and exploded 
for a four-point (2G, 2A) night on Feb. 15 against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. But he only has one point in his last six after being recently 
bumped off the top line with Aho. 

With the Hurricanes slowly getting their injured players back, the Fergus, 
Ontario-born winger will return to his familiar checking role, but it’s nice to 
know he can get it done offensively if called upon. 

Teravainen and Mrazek are the only Hurricanes still sitting due to injury. 
Carolina’s recent skid can’t be blamed to injuries, however. It was a 
brutal end to the month with four straight games against the Lightning 
capped off by a meeting with the Panthers, but the Hurricanes will have a 
much more forgiving schedule in March, with just four of their 15 games 
coming against the Florida-based teams. 
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Nashville Predators 3, Columbus Blue Jackets 1: Tolvanen, Saros make 
it 2 wins in a row 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Hi, five. 

The Nashville Predators defeated the Columbus Blue Jackets 3-1 on 
Sunday, handing the visitors their fifth consecutive loss while winning 
their second in a row and fourth in five games. 

After making 29 saves Saturday, Juuse Saros started again Sunday, the 
first time he's started back-to-back games since Feb. 1 and 4. He made 
28 saves. 

He allowed a goal 3 minutes, 45 seconds into the first when Kevin 
Stenlund scored, marking the 14th time in 21 games this season the 
Predators have allowed the first goal. 

Less than four minutes later Nick Cousins knocked home a rebound to tie 
the score 1-all and end his goal drought at 12 games. Ryan Johansen 
registered his first point at five-on-five this season with an assist on the 
play.  

Erik Haula scored the team's first shorthanded goal of the season with 
1:52 remaining in the third period. 

Viktor Arvidsson also had an assist on the goal, his first point in 11 
games. 

Eeli Tolvanen's power-play goal gave the Predators a 2-1 lead with 10:16 
remaining in the second. It was the Predators' fifth power-play goal in 
their last five games and allowed the Predators a lead after two periods 
for the second time in two games and the second time this season. 

The Predators defeated the Blue Jackets 2-1 on Saturday thanks to two 
goals from defenseman Mattias Ekholm. 

The Predators improved to 10-11-0, while the Blue Jackets fell to 8-10-5. 

Big number:  16. Times the Blue Jackets have scored first in 23 games. 

Big name: Predators forward Filip Forsberg has 15 points in his last 14 
games. 

On the wire: Defenseman Mark Borowiecki missed Sunday's game. He is 
day-to-day with an upper-body injury after leaving Saturday's game 
during the third period. 

Next: Predators vs. Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Bridgestone 
Arena, Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM. 
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Where has the Predators' luck gone? Here's how they're trying to make 
their own 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

The Nashville Predators know luck — good and bad — is part of the 
equation. 

They just have had a difficult time solving that equation, which has 
resulted in ongoing problems — see the penalty kill, power play, offense, 
goaltending — with unanswered questions more than a third of the way 
through this shortened season. 

They have been neither lucky nor good this season. The reasons for that 
have more to do with bad execution rather than bad luck, though. 

"I don't know," captain Roman Josi said. "I try not to worry about the luck 
part. (That's) something you can't really control. ... I think it always evens 
itself out. There's games where you don't get the bounces; there's games 
where you do. 

"The only thing you can control is the execution. We have to do a better 
job of that. The rest you can't really control." 

The Predators season, it seems, has spun out of control as a result. 

The results haven't been there. They've been on the brink of last place in 
the Central Division for a better portion of the season. 

They haven't won three games in a row since the final three games of 
last season, almost a calendar year. They blew their chance at that 
Thursday when they were blown out 5-2 by the Red Wings, the only team 
below them in the standings. 

"It's more consistency of doing the right things," coach John Hynes said. 
"When we're doing it we have success. (Thursday night) was one of 
those games where we got away from it a bit at times. We're a team that 
has to play consistently throughout a game to have success. 

"It's not about luck. You make your luck by the way you go about your 
business." 
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The consistency has been there for the Predators, it's just been of the 
bad variety. 

Which means the team may be in the business of selling as the April 12 
trade deadline approaches. Which means the roster could drastically 
change if the team misses the playoffs for the second consecutive 
season. 

Consider: They hadn't led after two periods this season through 19 
games, the only team in the league with such a distinction. They'd 
allowed the first goal in 13 games. They'd given up 19 goals while on the 
penalty kill, second most in the league.  

They'd scored just 2.26 times per game, third lowest. They'd allowed 
3.26, seventh most. 

"I want to be optimistic that we're on the right track and slowly but surely 
getting our game back together, but it's been a very frustrating season," 
general manager David Poile said before the loss to the Red Wings. 

WEEK 6 WINNERS, LOSERS:Nashville Predators and the NHL Central 
Division 

That frustration will either dissipate during the team's five-game 
homestand or it will continue. 

Either way, some answers about the future — immediate and long-term 
— could emerge. 
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Detroit Red Wings' win streak snapped on third period collapse in 7-2 
loss in Chicago 

 

Helene St. James 

 

What had been a close game degenerated into a mess for the Detroit 
Red Wings, ending to their winning streak a night after it began. 

They took on the Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday at United Center, 
facing their Original Six rival for the sixth time this season. Coming off a 
confidence-raising victory the previous night, the Wings were routed, 7-2. 

It’s the second time this season the Wings (7-14-3) have lost by that 
score, and it came one night after they won consecutive games for the 
first time this season. They were credited with 46 shots on Kevin 
Lankinen on Sunday. 

Thomas Greiss started his first game in more than a week. His 
teammates could have done a better job helping out, but Greiss 
continued what has been a tough month, getting beat five times on 10 
shots in the third period. 

Sam Gagner’s performance stood out; he scored a goal in the first period 
within a minute of Chicago taking a 2-0 lead, and tried a wraparound in 
the third period only to see his shot go off Lankinen’s stick. Evgeny 
Svechnikov netted his second goal in two games, converting on a power 
play at 12:11 of the third period. The Blackhawks, though, already had 
five goals by then. 

It was a pretty even game until the third period. Just over 90 seconds in, 
the Wings were in the middle of a line change and gave Patrick Kane 
way too much time and space to maneuver with the puck, leading to Pius 
Suter’s seventh goal of the season.  About five minutes later, Ryan 
Carpenter showed why the Blackhawks have the best power play in the 
NHL, converting less than a minute into the man advantage. Kane 
celebrated his 400th career goal at 9:10 into the period, Dominik Kubalik 

scored at 14:14 and Alex DeBrincat piled on at 15:23, taking advantage 
of a Wings lineup missing multiple regulars. 

Sick bay report 

Forward Mathias Brome and defenseman Alex Biega were activated from 
the taxi squad to offset growing losses. Already without Dylan Larkin 
(upper body) and Tyler Bertuzzi (upper body), the Wings were also 
missing Robby Fabbri, who centered the first line Saturday and had two 
assists. Fabbri came down hard on his back in that game after leaping to 
avoid Lucas Wallmark. He stayed in, but was ruled out Sunday with an 
upper-body ailment. That made it three top-six forwards out of the lineup. 
Valtteri Filppula moved up to center Bobby Ryan and Anthony Mantha, 
and Vladislav Namestnikov centered Filip Zadina and Gagner. 
Defenseman Troy Stecher (lower body) and Patrik Nemeth (COVID-19 
protocol) also missed the game. 

Greiss reappears 

Greiss made his first start since coughing up four goals on 13 shots Feb. 
19 against the Florida Panthers. He was pulled that night after the first 
period, and Bernier started the next four games. Greiss did notch his first 
victory of the season this month — the first by a Wings goalie other than 
Bernier since 2019 — but on the whole he had a tough February, posting 
a .885 save percentage and 3.31 goals-against average in seven games. 
(Bernier, by comparison, posted a .937 and 2.13 goals-against average 
in February.) Defenseman Nikita Zadorov beat Greiss blocker-side 
midway through the first period and Ryan Carpenter converted a Frans 
Nielsen turnover into a 2-0 lead late in the period. 

Gagner responds 

Though he’d been generating chances fairly steadily, Gagner had no 
goals after his first 13 games — he missed two weeks after catching 
COVID-19 — and was a healthy scratch for two games on Feb. 20-23. 
Gagner returned Feb. 25 and delivered a hat trick, and scored for the 
fourth time in three games Sunday. Jon Merrill took a shot at the blue 
line, and Gagner made an impressive tip to put the puck behind 
Lankinen. The goal nipped the Blackhawks’ momentum 38 seconds after 
they had taken a 2-0 lead. 
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Detroit Red Wings dropped by Chicago Blackhawks, 7-2: Game thread 
recap 

 

Marlowe Alter 

 

Detroit Red Wings (7-13-3) vs. Chicago Blackhawks (11-7-4) 

When: 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Where: United Center in Chicago. 

TV: NBCSN. 

Radio: 97.1 FM (Red Wings radio affiliates). 

• Box score  

Game notes: The Red Wings have won two in a row, after defeating 
Chicago on Saturday, 5-3. Captain Dylan Larkin will again sit this one out 
with an injury. 
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Moritz Seider in 'super-happy place' but has sights set on Detroit Red 
Wings 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Moritz Seider is enjoying life. 

He has a starring role on the best team in the Swedish Hockey League, 
he goes for regular walks by the ocean and he indulges his sweet tooth 
with the most delicious pastries he’s ever tasted. His career trajectory is 
full of promise, and his development is a major reason why the Detroit 
Red Wings, and their fans, should look forward to next season. 

Seider has figured as a major part of the rebuild since general manager 
Steve Yzerman stunned the hockey world when he selected the 6-foot-4, 
207-pound German defenseman with the sixth pick in the 2019 draft. 
Seider’s own surprise at being picked so early became a viral sensation, 
but he has done nothing but validate Yzerman’s choice since that June 
2019 day in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Seider has made himself at home with Rögle BK in Sweden’s top hockey 
league. He recorded his sixth goal Saturday, helping Rögle pad their 
position atop the standings with a 4-2 victory over Skellefteå. It was 
Seider’s 26th point in 36 games, a 0.72 points-per-game average. Seider 
averages around 20 minutes a game, plays in all situations and benefits 
from feedback from personnel with Rögle and the Wings. Seider has 
been in Sweden since October, when the Wings placed him there 
because the SHL was one of the few leagues operating in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It wasn’t easy stepping into the league midway through, but it was nice 
to have a chance to play professional hockey at the highest level in 
Sweden,” Seider told the Free Press in an exclusive interview this week. 
“The first couple games were really challenging, but I have a great 
defense partner in Eric Gelinas who helped me a lot during the first 
weeks, and even now, every single day, he helps me get a little bit better. 

“I’m really comfortable in this league now. I think things have gone really 
well. I just want to help the team win, that’s all I care about.” 

Speaking at a virtual event with the Detroit Economic Club on Feb. 22, 
Yzerman described Seider as having “a great year. We’re really pleased 
with how he’s developed over there.” 

Seider is among multiple top Wings prospects playing in Sweden. Joe 
Veleno (picked No. 30 overall in 2018) has 16 points in 37 games with 
Malmö. Jonatan Berggren (33rd, 2018) has 40 points in 44 games with 
Skellefteå. Lucas Raymond (4th, 2020) had six goals and 12 assists in 
34 games with Frölunda before aggravating an injury that required 
surgery, with a recovery period of around eight weeks. 

Seider recently missed three weeks recovering from a shoulder injury 
after crashing into the boards, but he returned Feb. 18 in great spirits. 

“I am really happy to be back with the team and I am really looking 
forward to the last stretch of the season before heading into playoffs,” 
Seider said. “I am feeling really healthy and really strong.” 

Seider turns 20 on April 6, but this is already his third consecutive season 
in a men’s league. He played for Adler Mannheim in Germany’s top 
league in 2018-19, recording six points in 29 games, and posted 22 
points in 49 games with the Grand Rapids Griffins in 2019-20, his first 
year of North American hockey. It's an impressive trajectory for a young 
defenseman, and the SHL has proven the toughest test yet. 

“It's definitely the fastest league I’ve played in,” Seider said. “It’s all based 
on a lot of skill, and fast players. It’s really competitive. It’s a great 
challenge for me every night to perform my best hockey and try to be one 
of the best D-men in this league. 

“All in all it’s just trying to have good gaps right off the start, being 
engaged right when the puck drops, and being really hard to be out-

skated and out-battled. That’s something that’s been going really well. 
We try to work on that every single day, to make sure I am even 
stronger.” 

In addition to working with Rögle’s coaching staff, Seider is in regular 
contact with Brandon Naurato, a player development consultant for the 
Wings. Over the phone or over Zoom, the two go over video from 
Seider’s recent games and study how he can improve. One area of 
emphasis has been directing shots on net. 

“We try to figure out ways to get the puck through and work on some 
shooting drills,” Seider said. “That’s been really good. The more you 
shoot, the more you have a chance the puck will cross the goal line, so 
that is a big goal for me in the future, to be effective as a goal-scorer, 
too.” 

Seider doesn’t have much contact with Yzerman, because there isn’t 
much reason to this season. 

“I have my priority here now,” Seider said. “I am with a really good 
organization, in a really good spot. I don’t really have to pay attention to 
the Red Wings right now, because I have a big goal in Rögle this season. 
I do follow how they are doing, but I am not asking myself if I would be in 
the lineup right now, because I have a great opportunity to play hockey 
here in the SHL. 

“I am in a super-happy place and in a really nice environment, so I am 
really happy to be here.” 

Seider is in Ängelholm, a municipality in southern Sweden about 10 
minutes from the Kattegat sea. Walks on the beach are one way Seider 
likes to spend his time away from the rink; he has also been able to go to 
dinner with Veleno, his roommate last season in Grand Rapids. 

“Life is pretty much normal here,” Seider said. “There aren’t a lot of 
restrictions. People try to keep their distance from other people, because 
you want to stay healthy and safe. But the restaurants are open, so we 
are good with going out to dinner in small groups. I also like to go to the 
ocean to soak up some sunlight. That’s nice for me.” 

Going to the local bakeries is another regular activity. Semla, a traditional 
Swedish sweet bun, has become a favorite. 

“It’s a really delicious pastry with whipped cream and fruit,” Seider said. “I 
also really like the cinnamon buns. So I am definitely enjoying the pastry 
in Sweden. I’m definitely on the sweet side.” 

In order to loan Seider to Rögle, the Wings had to agree to let him stay 
there for the duration of the 2020-21 season. The SHL is scheduled to 
conclude the regular season March 25, though that could change if the 
pandemic forces postponements, as already has happened. The playoffs 
are expected to begin a few days later. 

His stay in Sweden has been great for Seider, and for the Wings. He has 
been able to develop away from pressure in one of the best leagues in 
the world, further preparing him to become a cornerstone of the Wings’ 
rebuild. For as much as Seider is focused this season on Rögle, he 
knows where he wants to be next season: Detroit. 

“You want to make the lineup at some point and I think I can give myself 
a really good chance cracking the lineup on opening night next year,” 
Seider said. “That is the big goal I am working for. Hopefully I have a 
chance to wear the Red Wings jersey sooner rather than later.” 
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Blackhawks humble Red Wings 7-2, win streak halted at 2 

 

TED KULFAN    
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The Red Wings’ win streak never reached three. 

It ended at two Sunday, as the Wings lost in Chicago 7-2. 

The Wings had won two consecutive games Saturday for the first time 
this season — and had actually won three of four games — but Chicago 
rookie goaltender Kevin Lankinen continued his mastery, defeating the 
Wings for the fourth time this season. 

BOX SCORE: Blackhawks 7, Red Wings 2 

Lankinen made 44 saves, as the Wings posted a season high with 46 
shots on net. 

Sam Gagner and Evgeny Svechnikov (power play) had Wings goals. 

Nikita Zadorov, Ryan Carpenter (two goals), Pius Suter, Patrick Kane, 
Dominik Kubalik and Alex DeBrincat (Farmington Hills) had Blackhawks 
goals against a Wings team that struggled defensively. 

"Our tracking and sorting in our end was as bad as it has been all year, 
and it's actually been good all season," coach Jeff Blashill said. "They 
have a good rush team, they do a good job off the rush and make it hard 
on you. But we did a terrible job of sorting those out, and a lot of them 
weren't hard sorts. 

"We had numbers back but we didn't pick up the right people and gave 
away too many free looks." 

After the Wings kept Kane off the scoring column for the weekend, the 
2016 NHL MVP finally scored career goal No. 400 midway in the third 
period. 

Going down the ice on a two-on-one rush with DeBrincat, Kane kept the 
puck, curled inside and pinpointed a shot in the slot past goaltender 
Thomas Greiss (Kane's 11th goal this season). 

Kane becomes the fourth active player to reach 400 and 10th in NHL 
history. 

Suter scored his seventh goal, fourth against the Wings, at 1:32 of the 
third period, extending the Chicago lead to 3-1 and making any thoughts 
of a Wings comeback that much tougher. 

Kane entered the Wings' zone with ease and left a drop-back pass for 
Suter, who lined a shot past Greiss.  

Carpenter then extended the lead to 4-1 at 7:06, on the power play, with 
his third goal and second Sunday night. Carpenter had the puck in the 
slot and snapped a shot past a screened Greiss. 

Greiss made 25 saves, but saw his record drop to 1-11-3 during a thus 
far snake-bit season. Greiss smashed his blocker in frustration after 
DeBrincat's goal off a rush gave Chicago its 7-2 lead. 

Forward says Red Wings' desire to generate offense in Sunday's 7-2 loss 
to Blackhawks left them vulnerable defensively. 

"Guys need to do a better job of picking him up and it starts on the ice," 
Gagner said. "He's playing hard for us. He made some big saves early 
and when you give a team like that odd-man rush chances, they will 
make you pay. It's not fair to Greisser. We have to do a better job of 
playing in front of him and limiting their chances." 

Blashill felt the Wings allowed too many quality chances against Greiss. 

"He actually was good for long stretches of the game, and when you give 
up that many high-quality scoring chances, you give up backdoors, you're 
going to sink back in your net a little bit," Blashill said. "He showed signs 
of frustration but he'll put it behind him and attack next time he gets to 
play." 

Zadorov opened scoring at 11:14 of the first period. 

Zadorov trailed on a rush and received a drop-back pass from David 
Kampf in the high slot. Zadorov took a stride, and whistled a shot past 
Greiss, for Zadorov's first goal. 

The Blackhawks moved the lead to 2-0 on Carpenter's goal, his second 
of the season. 

Frans Nielsen turned the puck over with an errant pass to Chicago 
defenseman John Mitchell. The puck reached Carpenter near the dot, 
where his shot caromed off Christian Djoos' stick, then off Alex Biega's 
face, before flying past Greiss at 17:13. 

But the Wings showed fortitude, slicing the lead on the next shift. 

Gagner scored his fourth goal in the last three games, getting his stick on 
Jon Merrill's point shot, and redirecting the puck past Lankinen at 17:51. 

Svechnikov cut the Chicago (12-7-4) lead to 5-2 at 12:11 of the third 
period, with his second goal in two games since being inserted into the 
lineup, snapping a shot from the dot. 

"You're pressing for offense there in the end, guys are doing what they 
can to create, but it can't be at the expense of our structure defensively," 
Gagner said. "That's when we have success, that's what drives it. We 
have to make sure we stick to the identity, regardless of what's 
happening in a game and continue to press for 60 minutes, and in the 
end, you live with the results. That has to be our mindset." 

The Wings (7-14-3) close this four-game road trip with games in 
Columbus (Tuesday) and Carolina (Thursday). 

The Wings played without forward Robby Fabbri — Blashill said Fabbri 
was close to playing Sunday and is considered day-to-day — and 
defenseman Patrick Nemeth, who was placed on the NHL COVID-19 
protocol list Sunday afternoon. 

Blashill doesn't know whether forward Dylan Larkin (upper body) would 
be ready to play Tuesday. 
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Patience pays off for Red Wings' Evgeny Svechnikov with big offensive 
night 

 

TED KULFAN    

 

Evgeny Svechnikov could have done a number of things. 

Get angry, pout about being demoted again, ask about possibly moving 
to another team. 

After being waived — no team claimed Svechnikov — and ultimately sent 
to minor league affiliate Grand Rapids Griffins, the 2015 first-round pick 
probably had reason to be disappointed. 

Would Svechnikov ever get another chance in the Red Wings’ 
organization? 

Svechnikov took a “patient” approach. 

“I stuck with it and I was hoping and I knew the chance would come,” 
said Svechnikov late Saturday night, after scoring a goal and assisting on 
another, in the Wings’ 5-3 victory in Chicago. “I was getting ready.” 

Svechnikov’s first game in the NHL this season couldn’t have been 
scripted better. Svechnikov provided needed offense, the Wings’ won 
their second consecutive game for the first time this season, and all this 
occurred just a week after the death of Svechnikov’s good friend, Wings’ 
masseur Sergei Tchekmarev. 
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“He was close to Cheekah (Tchekmarev),” coach Jeff Blashill said. “It 
meant a lot to him. It was important to him.” 

Blashill has often talked about prospects, when they arrive on the NHL 
scene, to grab hold of an opportunity when it arrives. 

Saturday, Svechnikov certainly earned another look, to be sure. 

“He did a good job,” Blashill said. “I have a lot of time for him as a 
person, he’s a great human being. He works so hard.” 

There was obviously a chance the Wings were going to lose Svechnikov 
for nothing in return when they placed him on waivers in January. 

But the Wings gambled, correctly as it turned out, that Svechnikov’s 
injury history — most recently losing the 2018-19 season entirely to a 
torn ACL — would scare off teams. 

Svechnikov would have accepted anything that came his way but was 
pleased to remain a Wing. 

“Anything can happen, it was not in my control or their control,” said 
Svechnikov about the waiver process. “But I’m happy I (remained) here 
and I went down there (Grand Rapids) for a couple weeks and it was 
tough, but I stayed patient and played well. 

“I did not know about it (being inserted into Saturday’s lineup) but as a 
hockey player you just stay ready. I was preparing myself every day for 
any chance.” 

Linemate Frans Nielsen, who assisted on Svechnikov’s goal and then 
saw Svechnikov set Nielsen up for a goal, was happy to see Svechnikov 
earn success. 

“He’s such a good kid, he comes in every day and works so hard,” 
Nielsen said. “He deserves everything. I’m so happy for him, and 
hopefully, this is a little breakthrough for him so he can stick around a 
little bit. 

“I see first-hand how hard he works in the summer. I don’t think anyone 
in here works harder than he does and wants this more than him. To see 
him come into camps and get injured and lose long times (to injury), I’m 
just so happy for him to see him back. 

“He does have a lot of skill. He has one of the best shots on the team for 
sure, it's very quick and reminds me of his brother (Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov) so he has a lot of tools. Hopefully, this is a confidence 
builder for him” 

Long time coming 

Nielsen was another unexpected feel-good story during Saturday's 
victory. 

The goal and assist from Nielsen, against the Blackhawks came 
approximately a week since Nielsen, too, was waived and went 
unclaimed, and the veteran has found himself in and out of the lineup. 

The Wings waived Nielsen more for the flexibility to place him on the taxi 
squad, when needed. But in all, this hasn't been an easy season for 
Nielsen, an alternate captain and of the unquestioned leaders on this 
roster. 

"You want to play as much as you can, but I've had talks with Blash this 
season and he's been honest with me," Nielsen said. "I kind of knew I 
wouldn't play every single game this year, so be to be honest, I'm coming 
in every day and just trying to work hard as I can and be a great 
teammate and be positive. Every time you play, you just go out there and 
work your best, and hopefully, it's good enough to stay in the lineup. 

"It's always nice (to score goals). A little longer between (goals, a full 
calendar year), but it's always fun. I know I have to do different things to 
stay in the lineup and be solid in different ways. But you need goals from 
everyone throughout the lineup, that's been an issue, so it's always nice 
when you get one (a goal)." 

Ice chips 

The Wings were without forward Dylan Larkin (upper body) for a second 
consecutive game. Larkin was hurt on a collision Thursday with 
Nashville's Ben Harpur.  

... Larkin joined forward, and linemate, Tyler Betuzzi (upper body) as 
unavailable to play. Bertuzzi last played on Jan. 30 in Florida, and 
missed the entire month of February to the undisclosed injury. 

...The back-to-back five-goal games (Thursday, Saturday) were the first 
time the Wings scored five or more goals in consecutive games since 
Dec. 4 and Dec. 6, 2018. 
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Red Wings’ Evgeny Svechnikov looks to build on strong start 

 

Updated Feb 28, 2021; Posted Feb 28, 2021 

By Ansar Khan  

 

After being injured in training camp, waived, demoted, brought back and 
forced to wait, Evgeny Svechnikov finally got an opportunity to make his 
Detroit Red Wings season debut Saturday. 

He made the most of it with a goal and an assist in a 5-3 victory over the 
Chicago Blackhawks at the United Center. 

“I was working very hard for it,” Svechnikov said. “I was patient. I stuck 
with it. I was hoping and knew the chance was going to come.” 

It was his first NHL game in 16 months. 

“He grabbed it,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “He did a good job. 

“I’ve got lots of time for him as a person. He’s a great human being. He 
works so hard.” 

Teammates who have watched the club’s 2015 top pick battle through 
injuries and setbacks while trying to make it to the NHL expressed similar 
thoughts. 

“He’s such a good kid, comes in every day and works so hard,” Frans 
Nielsen said. “He deserves everything. I’m so happy for him. Hopefully, 
this is a little breakthrough for him so he can stick around a little bit.” 

Ultimately, the hard work and determined attitude must translate into 
consistent performance. Svechnikov surely will get another opportunity 
tonight when these teams meet again in Chicago (7 p.m., NBC Sports 
Network exclusive). He logged a team-low 15 shifts and 12:04 on 
Saturday and probably won’t play a lot unless he establishes himself. 

“Keep working on the little things, the details, getting more confidence, 
feeling a little better,” Svechnikov said. “I’ve played only (four) games 
(between Grand Rapids and Detroit), so I think it’s going to come even 
better. Keep working hard and doing the right things and playing for the 
team and trying to win the next game.” 

Svechnikov gave the team a 4-2 lead at 2:33 of the third period by 
banging in the rebound of Nielsen’s shot from the crease area, moments 
after being denied by Malcolm Subban on a breakaway. He then set up 
Nielsen for a goal at 8:15 that put Detroit ahead 5-2. 

“He does have a lot of skills,” Nielsen said. “He has one of the best shots 
for sure on the team. His release is very quick, it reminds me a lot of his 
brother (Andrei of Carolina), so he’s got a lot of tools. Hopefully, this is a 
confidence-builder for him, and he’ll get more games going forward. This 
is a big opportunity for him to show that he belongs here.” 
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Evgeny Svechnikov steps up in Red Wings season debut 

 

Updated Feb 27, 11:26 PM; Posted Feb 27, 10:28 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings ended their power play drought, solved the 
Chicago Blackhawks and won consecutive games for the first time this 
season. 

And they did it without Dylan Larkin. 

Evgeny Svechnikov, in his Red Wings season debut, had a goal and an 
assist while Jonathan Bernier made 33 saves in a 5-3 victory over the 
Chicago Blackhawks at the United Center. 

The Red Wings (7-13-3), coming off a 5-2 victory over Nashville 
Thursday, won for the first time in five games against Chicago (11-7-4). 

Christian Djoos scored a third-period power-play goal, ending an 0 for 40 
drought on the man-advantage that began on Jan. 28. 

Frans Nielsen, waived earlier this week and scratched the previous 
game, had a goal and an assist. Bobby Ryan scored his team-leading 
sixth goal. Darren Helm scored his first goal of the season. 

Robby Fabbri, subbing for Larkin at center on the top line, and Valtteri 
Filppula each contributed a pair of assists. 

Coach Jeff Blashill said before the game that Larkin is out for the 
weekend games in Chicago due to an upper-body injury suffered on 
Thursday. The teams meet again on Sunday (7 p.m., NBC Sports 
Network exclusive). 

Bernier, making his fourth consecutive start, improved to 6-3-0. 

Svechnikov, the club’s top pick in 2015 (19th overall), was recalled from 
the taxi squad earlier in the day and replaced Matthias Brome in the 
lineup. 

The Red Wings waived Svechnikov just before the start of the season, 
after he returned from a shoulder injury suffered in training camp. That 
enabled them to assign him to the Grand Rapids Griffins, where he 
played three games before being recalled last week and practicing with 
the Red Wings for several days. 

Svechnikov scored at 2:33 of the third period to put his team ahead 4-2. 
He had just been denied on a breakaway by Malcolm Subban before 
banging in a loose puck in the crease following a shot by Nielsen that 
deflected off the goaltender’s glove. 

Svechnikov then set up Nielsen for his first goal since Feb. 29, 2020 at 
8:15, proving more breathing room. 
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Red Wings’ Dylan Larkin (upper-body injury) out for weekend games 

 

Updated Feb 27, 6:25 PM; Posted Feb 27, 6:25 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Detroit Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin will sit out games at Chicago 
tonight and Sunday due to an upper-body injury, coach Jeff Blashill said. 

Larkin was injured in Thursday’s 5-2 victory over Nashville. He missed 
his first shift in the third period and was limited in taking face-offs. 

Blashill described it as a day-to-day injury. 

“He’s a guy that takes up lots of minutes, certainly five-on-five has been a 
big factor for us,” Blashill said. “But it gives opportunity to other people. In 
the end, we have to win as a team. We’re not going to win as one 
individual or two individuals. We win as a team, and that means we need 
a whole bunch of guys playing at their best tonight. It’s incumbent upon 
them to make sure they’re ready to go and play at their 100 percent 
level.” 

Larkin is tied for the team lead with 11 points (four goals, seven assists). 

Robby Fabbri, who played on Larkin’s wing on a line with Anthony 
Mantha Thursday, might slide back into the center spot, where he has 
played most of the season. 

Frans Nielsen could draw back into the lineup after being recalled from 
the taxi squad. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Abby Roque proving to be a force as Minnesota falls to 
New Hampshire at MSG 

 

Marisa Ingemi |February 28, 2021, 11:23 PM 

 

Professional women’s hockey took the ice at Madison Square Garden for 
the first time ever on Sunday in a 4-3 New Hampshire win over 
Minnesota on the second night of the 2021 Dream Gap Tour. 

The squads faced off after a 5-2 win for Minnesota in New Jersey the 
night prior, the tour’s opener. Abby Roque was a standout performer 
Saturday with two goals and two assists, while forward Ryleigh Houston 
added a tally and two assists of her own. 

The PWHPA scoring system is a bit different than several other hockey 
leagues, earning points from team performances in addition to results. 
Minnesota earned two points for a regulation win and an additional point 
for putting up five goals on opening night. Four of those tallies came in 
the third period against New Hampshire’s Katie Burt and on a five-goal 
run starting in the second frame. 

New Hampshire added two standings points of their own with the win. 
They were either a goal away from an extra point by reaching a five-goal 
total, or if Brianna Decker had nabbed one more for the hat trick. 

Sunday’s showing looked a little bit different on the MSG ice, with a 
dominant showing from Decker and an impressive night from Haley 
Skarupa. 

But, maybe most of all, Roque had a second consecutive stellar outing, 
which could be a sign of things to come for Team USA and made it a big 
night for women’s hockey. 

New Hampshire 4, Minnesota 3 

Key takeaway: Roque is a force 

Roque was one of the most electrifying players in the 2019-20 Rivalry 
Series and looked tremendous again in New Jersey on Saturday night. 

On Sunday, she continued to show why she should be one of the most 
dangerous players on the ice when Team USA heads to Beijing for the 
2022 Olympics. 
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“I think she’s going to be the best player in the world,” said Hilary Knight. 
“Plain and simple.” 

The Wisconsin grad has been a rising star for some time, and this was a 
terrific first look for fans who might’ve not seen her before as she vies for 
an Olympic spot. 

She tallied the first goal for Minnesota at MSG, and though they couldn’t 
complete the comeback, she added an assist on Kendall Coyne 
Schofield’s third-period tally. 

The future for Team USA is super bright, and Roque is at the top of the 
list of reasons why. 

Player of the game: Decker 

It’s a night that ends with “y” that Brianna Decker is on the ice, so it’s a 
night where Brianna Decker dominated. 

The Team USA stalwart played Sunday night the way she always does 
— like one of the best players in the world. 

Decker netted two goals with two assists to lead New Hampshire to a 
stronger offensive showing than the night prior. She opened the scoring, 
but her best play might have come on her primary assist on Skarupa’s 
goal where she kept the puck in the offensive end. 

Not that anyone doubted she would be, but good for USA fans to see 
Decker still at the top of her game. 

Highlights 

Knight and Coyne Schofield had a lot of chemistry together for 
Minnesota, which should be enough to scare any opponent. 

Alex Cavallini picked up the win in net in our first look at her preparing for 
the Olympics. Maddie Rooney surrendered the four goals opposite her. 

What’s next 

The next stop on the Dream Gap Tour is in Chicago on March 7 at the 
United Center, in partnership with the NHL’s Chicago Blackhawks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' resiliency contributing to team's success in close 
games 

 

STAFF 

February 28, 2021, 1:02 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Perhaps it was fitting the topic of resilience was on the plate 
of Paul Maurice in the hours leading up to puck drop. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets couldn’t have predicted his high-
scoring team would only be able to generate two shots on goal in the 
third period of a tie game and 19 overall, forced to hang on for dear life, 
just to get to overtime and to bank the single point that accompanies it. 

Maurice couldn’t have known he would have to dig into his bag of tricks 
to employ the aggressive three-forward approach to start the bonus 
hockey portion of the evening - a strategy that has now worked perfectly 
twice after Saturday’s 2-1 overtime triumph over the Canadiens that 
came 36 seconds into the extra session. 

“It’s a guarantee that adversity is coming and it’s a guarantee that 
stretches of time, whether it’s a period or a game or a week, that’s going 
to happen to you in the NHL,” Maurice said after the morning skate. “And 
your ability to have resilient leaders that come in the next day after a 

tough day and go back to work and not let themselves slip into despair or 
worse, disbelief in the fact that you can win. That would be the intangible 
that I think I value the most.” 

Instead of lamenting an off night, the Jets could take a deep breath, 
knowing they had found a way to win when they clearly weren’t at their 
best. 

That’s ultimately what building resilience is all about. 

“You’ve got to go through a little bit of adversity. You’ve got to fail a little 
bit and you’ve got to realize what it feels like to lose and to lose tight 
games or big games,” said Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who was an 
essential piece in the process, turning aside 40 of 41 shots on goal that 
he faced. “You’ve got to remember how bad it feels and maybe that gives 
you a little boost and a little bit of extra energy when you really need it.” 

Although he didn’t reference the specifics in his statement, it seemed 
clear that part of what Hellebuyck was referencing were the two earlier 
losses the Jets suffered in the final 10 seconds of regulation time. 

Those are the types of heartbreaking moments that can lead to self-
doubt if you let them linger. 

But that’s not something the Jets have allowed to happen with regularity. 

Instead, they’ve made a habit of being able to rally and to put deficits 
behind them - winning six times when trailing after one period. 

That’s a testament to the Jets depth up front and offensive flair, but there 
is also a correlation to the belief the Jets have in their masked men. 

“There’s a lot of confidence in our room,” said Jets centre Andrew Copp. 
“Like the other night, we’re down two but we feel like we can score on 
any given shift. I think we have a lot of confidence in our offensive game 
and are able to come back and a lot of confidence in our goaltender to 
keep us in it, not let that lead get to three or four. On any given night it 
can kind of be any line and we’ve kind of proved that over the course of 
the season so far.” 

The only shot to sneak past Hellebuyck on Saturday night was a sharp-
angle special, a bank job from behind the goal line by Nick Suzuki. 

For many teams that don’t employ a Vezina-calibre netminder, it was the 
type of marker that can be deflating or even back-breaking. 

The kind of goal that potentially opens the floodgates. 

For Hellebuyck, it merely heightened his focus. 

“It was one of those goals that you could do that 99 out of 100 times and 
it’s not going to go in,” said Hellebuyck. “I got caught on the one, which 
seems to be a theme this year, but I felt good in the game and just 
followed it up on the save to add momentum to me.” 

This isn’t a one-off either. 

Hellebuyck has built enough of a reservoir of resources to lean on in this 
department, not allowing a single moment to knock him off track. 

“There's a sense though, in our room, that when Connor gives up a goal 
like he did, you're going to have a really, really hard time getting the next 
one,” said Maurice. “There’s a faith in our goaltender.” 

That faith is well-founded and it’s an important part of the Jets success, 
as they won for a fourth consecutive and improved to 13-6-1 through 20 
games of this 56-game schedule. 

The Jets aren’t a finished product and they aren’t without flaws as they 
approach the midway point. 

They also aren’t letting the pack run away from them either, they're 
actually beginning to create a bit of separation. 

At a time that was supposed to start providing a few clues about where 
the Jets actually stand in the North Division, they’ve found a way to take 
some important steps forward as they prepare for a two-game set with 
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the Vancouver Canucks on Monday and Tuesday to round out this four-
game homestand. 

The Jets are tied for third in goals for per game (3.55), eighth in goals 
against (2.60 goals against per game) and boast a goal differential of 
plus-16, good for third in the NHL and behind only the Tampa Bay 
Lightning (plus-30) and Toronto Maple Leafs (plus-23). 

Building blocks are being put down and this group is learning how to win 
- which isn’t necessarily as easy as it sounds. 

Especially on a night when the Jets were clearly not clicking on all 
cylinders against a desperate Canadiens team that made a coaching 
change earlier this week. 

“You’re going to have games like that,” said Jets centre Paul Stastny, 
who delivered the OT winner on Saturday. “When things aren’t going 
your way, you’ve just got to find a way. Whether you get a point or two 
points, sometimes you grind those wins out or sometimes you grind 
those overtime points out, and (Saturday) was a perfect example of that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca /  "A SCORING CHANCE WAITING TO HAPPEN" 

 

By Ryan Dixon 

 

How Winnipeg Jets winger Kyle Connor became one of the NHL's best 
finishers 

You have to go back a while to find the last time the Winnipeg Jets were 
playing for nothing more than pride. In the closing game of the 2016–17 
season, the Jets hosted the Nashville Predators knowing it would be their 
final skate together until the following September. If some players had to 
talk themselves into the importance of going out guns blazing, Kyle 
Connor wasn’t one of them. The first-year pro — 20 years old at the time 
— had just spent the previous four months toiling in the American 
Hockey League after starting the season with the big club. Connor got 
the call to come up for one more NHL contest, providing him an 
opportunity to end a transitional year — probably the hardest of his 
young career — on a high. And he’s not really one to miss on 
opportunities. 

With just over nine minutes remaining in the third period and his team 
trailing 1–0, Connor made the kind of boring play coaches cherish, 
followed by the type of explosive action that makes him who he is. As 
Nashville defenceman Anthony Bitetto chugged out of his own zone with 
the puck, Connor swished backwards toward the red line, his stick-
holding right arm fully extended to clog a passing lane in the middle of 
the ice. Bitetto shuffled to his backhand and tried to flick the puck past 
Connor, but the latter got his left hand in the way, spun around like a 
Daytona 500 winner while trying to relocate the puck, then whacked it 
over to teammate Adam Lowry. As play suddenly swung back toward 
Nashville’s goal, Connor made a beeline for the crease. He took Lowry’s 
return pass just a few feet in front of goalie Pekka Rinne, held it for a 
beat, then whipped it over Rinne’s blocker arm. As he peeled off, Connor 
lifted every limb except his right leg with an unmistakable “Let’s go!” 
spirit. The Jets won the game. Connor won the night. 

Twelve months before that exciting April evening, Connor was shredding 
the NCAA. One year after the tally against Rinne, he wrapped his official 
rookie season in the NHL by leading all freshman in goals, with 31. In 
between, he laid much of the foundation for the player he’s become, one 
whose arrow keeps pointing up. The guy they call “K.C.” has pushed his 
way into the elite tier of NHL goal-scorers, though his name can still be a 
late entry into any discussion about the world’s finest finishers. Maybe 
some withhold shine because Connor has spent so much of his career as 

the junior on a line with established offensive stars. Don’t get it twisted, 
though: The kid who hung on every shoulder shimmy and blade twitch in 
the Pavel Datsyuk highlights he’d devour before youth hockey games 
has become a force for the Jets. And even if the 24-year-old is not the 
type to tell you how it is, there are plenty of people around him who will. 

PURE ELECTRICITY 

It's far from the only thrilling part of Connor's game, but Woodcroft 
describes his speed as "electric" 

Todd Woodcroft had a front-row view of Connor’s NHL career from 2016 
to 2020. The former Jets assistant coach can cite a number of things that 
stand out from games, practices and workouts, but he opts to highlight 
the quality that puts Connor in the company of another Connor. “His 
speed is electric,” says Woodcroft, now coach of the NCAA’s Vermont 
Catamounts. “Like, he’s not far off from McDavid.” 

Connor certainly shot out of the blocks this year. In Winnipeg’s first 
game, he blasted home a one-timer during a two-man advantage to tie a 
battle with the Calgary Flames the Jets eventually won in overtime. Next 
time out, he took a pass in the slot on his forehand and beat Toronto 
Maple Leafs goalie Frederik Andersen on the stick side. When Connor 
roofed one over an outstretched Marcus Hogberg the next night in 
Ottawa, it was three goals in three outings for a player who sniffs 
chances like few others and excels at cashing them. “You’ve heard it a 
million times,” says Connor, who has 10 tallies this season after popping 
a pair against Montreal on Thursday, “but there’s a lot of goals scored 
[via] tips, rebounds — just being in the right spot is the biggest thing.” 

The right spot is like a second home to Connor at this point. Since the 
start of the 2017–18 season, only eight players have more goals than 
Connor’s 113. After registering 34 goals as a sophomore in 2018-19, he 
was on pace for 44 last year when COVID-19 hijacked everything. On 
March 11, 2020 — the last night of regular-season hockey — Connor 
broke a 2–2 tie with the Edmonton Oilers early in the third period by 
taking a Blake Wheeler feed, streaking in alone on goalie Mike Smith and 
zipping the puck under his pads. He added an empty-netter to seal a 
crucial win for a Jets team fighting tooth-and-nail for the playoffs and it 
marked his 10th goal in 13 outings. When — after a long hiatus — the 
hockey world gathered again for the summer bubble session, Jets coach 
Paul Maurice was talking like a man who wanted to catch the world up on 
what people inside the Jets room already knew. 

“I would say [he’s] quietly become an elite player, right? Because there is 
more than just putting the puck in the net,” Maurice said of Connor ahead 
of his team’s preliminary-round loss to the Flames. “This guy, I think he’s 
going to be thought of — he’s got a long-term deal so I don’t mind saying 
it — I think he’s going to be a top-10 player in the National Hockey 
League.” 

Connor has spent the majority of his NHL time skating on the left side of 
a line with Wheeler and centre Mark Scheifele. The three have unique 
chemistry, but even when the equation changes, Connor sees himself as 
a guy who can make a trio go. “At this point, I believe I can for sure drive 
the line,” he says. “Whether it’s with Blake and Mark or anybody else up 
and down our lineup.” 

“There’s no fear in him. He plays really hard.” 

What Maurice was referring to last summer, though, is all the things 
Connor has picked up over time to round out his game. Yes, hiccups 
happen. No. 81 wasn’t called out by name, but was clearly the target of 
some Maurice frustration earlier this year when a half-hearted backcheck 
led to a goal against. Blips aside, Connor supplements his million-dollar 
highlights with a lot of pennywise plays. “He’s so good at picking the puck 
from guys,” says Columbus Blue Jackets defenceman Zach Werenski, 
who played AAA youth and NCAA hockey with Connor. “He’s so good at 
just popping their stick and taking the puck. It’s a skill and it’s one of 
those things that not everyone can do.” 

One scout for a North Division rival echoed Werenski, while also noting 
Connor is a great first man on the forecheck because he’s so fast and 
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fights hard for 50-50 pucks. Woodcroft confirms Connor has an ample 
supply of gumption. “There’s no fear in him,” says Woodcroft. “He plays 
really hard.” 

JETS' ENGINE 

Connor started this season red-hot, netting a goal in each of his first 
three outings 

When the bus finally rolled back into Youngstown, Ohio, coach Anthony 
Noreen had one message for his Phantoms before they staggered home 
to their beds: I don’t want to see any of you tomorrow. The United States 
Hockey League team had just completed a three-in-three road slog, 
which prompted Noreen’s message to stay home and rest up. The next 
day, as Noreen and his assistants chatted upstairs in the arena, they 
started to hear something. The sounds called to mind an episode of the 
old Adam West Batman show: Ping! Thwack! Doink! “I look out and 
Kyle’s on the ice [shooting pucks],” Noreen says. “And next thing I know, 
eight or nine other guys are on the ice. Next thing I know, the whole team 
is on the ice.” 

Noreen knew he was getting a talented player when he signed Connor to 
play for the Phantoms beginning in the 2012–13 season. Along the way 
he learned he was also getting a person who — purely through his own 
devotion to the game — would elevate the bar for those around him. 
Connor grew up in Shelby Township, Mich. with three siblings, a 
backyard rink and a dad, Joe, who was often on his youth team coaching 
staffs. After playing AAA alongside Werenski for multiple years with the 
Belle Tire program, Connor tried out for the U.S. National Team 
Development Program under-17 squad. He didn’t make it. Instead, he left 
home for Youngstown, beginning his rookie Jr. A season still a few 
months shy of his 16th birthday. The fledgling program — the Phantoms 
joined the USHL three seasons before Connor joined them — rose in 
tandem with the quiet, skinny scorer who was quickly dubbed 
“Franchise.” 

“He’s one of those kids who was a little bit of a natural and he was good 
at everything,” Noreen says. “Whatever the guys would do, he would be 
the best.” 

“Even in the off-season in practices, he wants to score on every single 
shot. Just to see that firsthand was insane.” 

The veteran players — some were five years Connor’s senior — took a 
shine to him, even joking back then that “Franchise” could get away with 
begging off typical rookie chores like collecting pucks after practice or 
pushing carts full of equipment bags. Austin Cangelosi, now playing in 
Norway, was a second-year Phantom who billeted with a rookie Connor. 
The two spent free time playing NHL 2K online and busting out mini-
sticks for whack-fests with their billets’ hockey-playing children. As 
Connor began to relax into his new surroundings, Cangelosi realized a 
sense of humour — complete with some trash talk — was one dimension 
of the person everyone finds easy to like. “If he had a bad day, you’d 
never know,” Cangelosi says. “You never caught him waking up on the 
wrong side of the bed. I think that’s a hard thing to come by, a guy who 
has a good attitude every day and nothing seems to change it. Not too 
many ups and downs with him.” 

There certainly wasn’t much in the way of scoring troughs during 
Connor’s one and only NCAA season. A few months after being drafted 
17th overall in 2015 by the Jets, Connor was suiting up as a Michigan 
Wolverine in front of family and friends at the always-rocking Yost Ice 
Arena. Part of a deadly trio featuring J.T. Compher at centre and Tyler 
Motte on right wing, he led the nation in both goals (35) and points (71). 
Still, Connor felt the sting of being cut from the American World Junior 
Championship team that winter. Compher says it was clear that, upon his 
return to Michigan, Connor was playing with something to prove. “You 
have to use it as motivation,” Connor says. “There were a bunch of 
instances [growing up] where I’d get cut from a team, and you can’t sit 
there and just wonder what could have been, you’ve got to go out there 
and work harder.” 

That mentality came into play again shortly after the start of Connor’s 
Jets career. He actually made the team out of his first training camp in 
the fall of 2016, but by mid-November — with just one goal on his stat 
line — he was playing fewer than 10 minutes per game. Frustration soon 
bubbled up. “I just remember wanting to play games,” Connor says. “That 
was the biggest thing.” 

WHAT DOESN'T KILL YOU 

“You have to use it as motivation,” Connor says of being cut earlier in his 
career. “You can’t sit there and just wonder what could have been, 
you’ve got to go out there and work harder.” 

He did just that in the AHL, dressing for 52 contests under Manitoba 
Moose bench boss Pascal Vincent. Connor scored 25 times in the minors 
and did video work with Vincent that he says provided the underpinning 
for his pro game. After the sweet send-off that year versus Nashville, 
Connor returned for camp the following September and experienced a 
little more turbulence when he was assigned back to the ‘A’ to start the 
year. After four minor-league outings that October, Connor had three 
goals and five points and an invitation to rejoin the Jets for good. His AHL 
apprenticeship — 56 games in total — was relatively short in the end, but 
went a long way toward preparing him the chess match hockey becomes 
at the NHL level. 

“It’s totally different,” he says. “About 90 per cent of the game, nothing 
really happens and you’ve just got to be in good defensive position, 
you’ve got to run your routes, do your job and then when you get your 
chance, that’s where the skill and the top-end players take over and 
they’re able to capitalize on them.” 

Connor’s knack for taking anything that resembles a scoring opportunity 
and putting it on the board is what stands out to Compher, a Colorado 
Avalanche centre who typically sees a fair bit of his old pal under normal 
scheduling circumstances in the Western Conference. “His finishing 
ability is super high-end,” Compher says. “It doesn’t matter where the 
puck came from, where it is, whether it’s in front of him, behind him, he’s 
able to get off good shots and good goal-scoring shots.” 

Connor is already scoring at a rate that more than justifies the seven 
year, $50-million deal he signed in September 2019. Of the eight players 
who’ve exceeded his goal total in the past three-plus seasons, all but one 
— David Pastrnak — were drafted higher than Connor; six were first-
overall selections. “K.C. can score on a breakaway. K.C. can score on a 
goal-line jam. K.C. can score coming off the half wall, he can tip it,” says 
Woodcroft. “That guy is a scoring chance waiting to happen.” 

Connor says his shot was actually one of the weakest parts of his game 
when he was a kid. Even when he was in Youngstown, Noreen said his 
prolific numbers were more about the high volume of chances he 
generated with his ridiculous skating rather than picking every corner. 
Those small spaces are getting hit now because Connor continues to 
slave away at finding them. Werenski saw it close up during the off-
season in Michigan when he and Connor took part in regular skates at 
the USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth with NHLers — and, in all likelihood, 
fellow future U.S. Olympians — like Dylan Larkin and Jack and Quinn 
Hughes. “It was the first summer I trained with Kyle and every day I was 
blown away,” Werenski raves. “It was like he was the talk of the skate 
every skate; just how he scores on every single shot. I kept telling him, 
‘You’re automatic. Like, you don’t miss.’ And when he doesn’t score, I 
don’t think there’s a harder person on himself. Even in the off-season in 
practices, he wants to score on every single shot. Just to see that 
firsthand this summer was insane.” 

Connor also excels at hitting the mark on the links, where — naturally — 
he is a scratch golfer. Compher knows, whenever his buddy needs a 
straight one off the tee, he’ll reach for the two-iron and knock it down the 
middle. No fuss, just a self-assured man who strolls up, locks in and 
makes it happen. “Sometimes the loudest guy in the room you might 
think is the most confident,” Compher says. “But I tend to like guys who 
know what they can do, believe in what they can do but they don’t have 
to put it in your face. That’s exactly Kyle. Just a good dude.” 
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With serious hints of greatness. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens establish building blocks vs. Jets, but key 
trouble spots remain 

 

Eric Engels 

February 28, 2021, 2:22 AM 

 

If you want to be half-glass full about it, after five straight losses — and 
eight in the last 10 games — you could say the building blocks were 
established in this dominant game the Montreal Canadiens played in 
Winnipeg on Saturday night. 

But the Canadiens lost once again, this time 2-1 in overtime to the 
Winnipeg Jets, and there’s no telling how they’ll react come Tuesday at 
the Bell Centre against an Ottawa Senators team that’s beaten them in 
three of four games this season. 

Interim head coach Dominique Ducharme said he told his players they 
deserved better, that he was pleased with what he saw in their 
implementation of the strategies he’s advanced since taking over for 
Claude Julien mid-week. 

“It wasn’t perfect,” Ducharme said. “But when I say the game is honest 
and the points will come back to you, they’re going to come back this 
season at a point when we don’t deserve two points.” 

Maybe he’s right. But who knows? 

All things being equal, you’d think if the Canadiens play anywhere near 
as well at 5-on-5 as they did against Winnipeg — they out-shot the Jets 
37-11 and out-chanced them 36-14 — a win’s in the bag come Tuesday. 

But sometimes it takes more than that. 

It takes a functional power play to come through in a tight game. It takes 
a good penalty kill. It takes players digging in and winning key faceoffs. 

And this is where the Canadiens were undone against the Jets. 

Nick Suzuki said after the game that it takes 60 minutes. “That’s what it’s 
going to take every night in the NHL.” 

But the Canadiens should know by now, with this loss being the fifth one 
they’ve suffered in extra time this season, sometimes it takes 61 or 62, or 
more than 65. 

This team can bank all the positive that came with its strong play at 5-on-
5. It can even hope it carries forward. 

But until these four trouble spots — the power play, the penalty kill, 
faceoffs and 3-on-3 overtime — get at least partially addressed, wins will 
be harder and harder to come by. 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! Livestream 
over 500 NHL games, blackout-free, plus the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The power play entered the game as the 18th-best one in the NHL. It 
generated some good opportunities. That it got set up in the offensive 
zone and that its designed plays were almost perfectly executed, were 
pluses. 

But on two of three shots that hit Connor Hellebuyck, Joel Armia was 
right there to provide a screen and he shifted out of the way and made 

the goalie's job easier. On the other one, Corey Perry parked himself 
right in front of the Jets netminder and Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s shot 
somehow (unfortunately) found glove. 

The penalty kill found the right balance between passivity and aggression 
— something it had struggled immensely to do in the games leading up 
to this one — but a lost faceoff by Jake Evans and a curious decision by 
Alexander Romanov (who otherwise had an excellent game) to try to play 
goalie instead of taking his man screened Canadiens goaltender Jake 
Allen and gave Nikolaj Ehlers a goal. 

Moments before that, Phillip Danault won a defensive zone draw clean 
and the puck went down the ice, and the Canadiens kept it out of their 
own end for 1:20. But the loss from Evans later was a killer for the 22nd-
ranked penalty kill in the NHL. 

The Canadiens came into the game with the 28th-best faceoff numbers 
and made them worse. That element of the game cost them both in 
regulation and overtime. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The Jets threw three forwards over the boards to start the extra frame, 
with Paul Stastny at centre and Ehlers and Kyle Connor roving. Montreal 
countered with Jeff Petry on defence, which makes sense considering 
he’s been among the three highest-scoring blue-liners in the NHL all 
season, and Armia was out there because Ducharme said he thought he 
was one of the Canadiens’ best players in the game. 

Danault came on for one reason and one reason only. 

“The first thing for me was that they have three forwards, we have to take 
possession of the puck right away,” said Ducharme. “I don’t want to say 
exactly what we wanted to do, but if we take possession of the puck and 
we keep it, I think at one point we can pick the right time with good 
changes to make them pay.” 

It’s a logical explanation, but Danault lost the faceoff cleanly and the 
Canadiens didn’t touch the puck again until Allen was fishing it out of 
their net. 

He’s been through losing spells like these. The last one he was a part of 
was with the St. Louis Blues, who spiralled to last in the NHL, fired head 
coach Mike Yeo, replaced him with Craig Berube and then went on to win 
the Stanley Cup. 

The turnaround, Allen said Saturday, took two to three weeks. 

The Canadiens don’t have that much time in this shortened season. 

“We finally got all on one page,” said Allen of those 2019 Cup-winning 
Blues. “I think that’s the biggest thing.” 

The goaltender, who made 17 saves against the Jets, saw evidence the 
Canadiens are almost there. 

“I think we’re really gelling here to all get on one page,” said Allen. “I liked 
what we brought to the table yesterday and today, and obviously 
tomorrow’s a travel day, but we’ll get back to work Monday.” 

But the Canadiens need to win Tuesday for some optimism to really take 
hold. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Everything came up Maple Leafs in most complete win of 
year over Oilers 
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Luke Fox 

February 27, 2021, 11:55 PM 

 

If you could, you’d bottle it. 

You'd have scientists extract the formula and you'd reproduce this exact 
recipe of hockey every night the puck drops. 

NHLers so often trot out “the full 60” objective that it doesn’t just feel 
cliché. That lofty achievement feels almost mythical, unattainable in a 
game composed of a zillion tiny mistakes on a slippery surface. 

Well, as far as complete performances go, the precision of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs’ 4-0 defeat of the Edmonton Oilers on Saturday is about as 
close as you’ll see. 

That a full 60 was executed without its No. 1 goaltender in the pipes or 
the league’s No. 1 sniper in uniform made Toronto’s NHL-best 16th 
victory all the more impressive. 

“Everything really came up Leafs here tonight,” Sheldon Keefe said. 

The coach began running down the checklist: 

• The Leafs’ slumping power play ended its 0-for-12 stretch as William 
Nylander sniped through Joe Thornton’s stirred net-front havoc in the 
game’s lone 5-on-4 opportunity. 

• Toronto did not commit a single penalty, marking the first time all 
season the deadly Oilers failed to draw a power play. 

• Connor McDavid was limited to one shot on goal and finished the 
evening a dash-3, his worst stat line in more than five years. And he wore 
that frustration on his face. 

• The Leafs scored in each period and produced even-strength goals 
from three different lines. 

• After being sidelined for a month with a leg injury, Jack Campbell 
pitched his first shutout as a Maple Leaf — a 30-save gem — and 
improved his record to a pristine 3-0-0. 

• Justin Holl instantly stuck up for Campbell when the goaltender’s head 
was clipped by a net-charging Tyler Ennis. 

• And captain John Tavares thrived on the top unit in Auston Matthews’ 
absence, drawing the penalty, contributing two assists (his first multi-
point effort in more than two weeks) and winning 72 per cent of his 
faceoffs. A seamless promotion to the Mitch Marner and Thornton line. 

“John has not gotten enough credit for how he’s defended through this 
season,” Keefe said. “You ask a lot more of him here tonight, taking on 
tougher matchups, even more matchups, against their best players, and I 
thought he was outstanding. He was above the puck all night long. I don’t 
know how many shots he ended up with (a team-high five), but he had 
his own opportunities to score.” 

McDavid, too, had a couple chances early — a wicked backhander off 
the rush blocked by Campbell, and a cut to the slot denied by T.J. 
Brodie’s deft stickwork — but once Toronto seized the lead, the visitors’ 
defensive structure took hold. 

Sometime between Jason Spezza fooling Mike Smith with his patented 
fake-the-clapper, unleash-the-wrister snipe and Zach Hyman firing a 
beauty in tight, Leon Draisaitl could be seen smashing a Gatorade bottle 
in disgust. 

Dave Tippett chucked his forwards into the Vitamix, but the consistency 
was off. 

Edmonton entered this three-game set the hotter team with the hotter 
goalie. 

Sweep the Leafs, and they’d seize first place. Now, the Oilers must 
regroup and figure out how to beat a Toronto team that has twice come 
out on top when Matthews takes time to rest his injured wrist. 

"Even without Auston, they're a very good team,” Tippett said. “They 
don’t get to be on top of the standings without being a good team.” 

Campbell said Matthews was “fired up in room” when he greeted the 
boys in his civvies post-game and can’t wait to get back in. Maybe as 
soon as Monday. 

“You lose a guy like that, you’re essentially taking a goal away from your 
lineup,” said Keefe, commending the defensive commitment. “If you’re 
going to score one less, you’ve got to make sure you give up one less. I 
think the players recognize that. 

“For the most part, we had four lines, six defencemen and, certainly, the 
goaltender that were really on the same page here tonight.” 

The fellas stepped up for Campbell, and Campbell held the fort for them. 

“Man, we just played great. Every single guy on this team played 
amazing tonight,” said Campbell, his forever smile growing like the Leafs’ 
standings cushion. 

“That was a full 60 minutes.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Surging Oilers lay an egg against Maple Leafs on big 
stage 

 

Mark Spector 

February 27, 2021, 10:45 PM 

 

EDMONTON — They had a game like this one coming, the Edmonton 
Oilers. But man… 

Couldn’t they have saved this effort for a Monday night? Or a 
Wednesday? 

In the first of a three-game set at Rogers Place against the first-place 
Toronto Maple Leafs, the Oilers just didn’t have enough going to beat a 
good team on Hockey Night in Canada. There were chances, but very 
few of the dangerous or close-in variety as Leafs backup Jack Campbell 
was steady, but never needed to be spectacular in posting a 4-0 shutout. 

“We just didn’t deserve to win this game and that’s that,” said centre 
Leon Draisaitl, who like all of his teammates was somewhat less than 
awesome in this game. “It’s pretty obvious that they just out-battled us.” 

Truly, this was just a lacklustre effort on Edmonton’s part, not nearly 
enough to beat the best team in the North. The challengers did not even 
put a scare into Toronto, which pulls six points ahead of Edmonton. 

“We got beat,” said a dead-honest head coach Dave Tippett. “We weren’t 
sharp enough, and they played a strong game. We weren’t sharp enough 
to win. So we got beat.” 

Coming into this showdown, the Oilers had been on a wicked heater, 
winning 11 of 13, eight of their past nine, and five in a row. They’ve been 
celebrating a new hero every night for some time now, getting superior 
goaltending, goals from their third and fourth lines, and plenty of points 
from league leaders Connor McDavid and Draisaitl. 

On this night, Tippett played every card in his hand, rolled four lines for 
most of the evening, and still kept coming up empty. It was simply an off 
night for Draisaitl, McDavid couldn’t break free after a first-period look 
didn’t go in, and the depth players just could not find a way to deliver. 
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“We couldn’t really get to their net front. We got shots on net but they 
weren’t very dangerous, or any second attempts,” said Draisaitl, who 
didn’t agree that the Oilers were due for a stinker. “No, but I guess every 
team has an off night every once in a while. I guess tonight was ours.” 

How bad was it? 

• Darnell Nurse, who entered the game with the second-best plus-minus 
among NHL defencemen at plus-15, went minus-3 

• McDavid played 20:15, but had only one shot on net, zero points and 
was also minus-3 

• Draisaitl’s wingers, Dominik Kahun and Kailer Yamamoto, combined for 
one shot on goal on a rare quiet night for the distributing centre. 

• Goalie Mike Smith, who was 6-0 with a 1.73 goals-against average and 
.944 save percentage, looked merely mortal, giving up four goals on 29 
Leafs shots. No doubt Mikko Koskinen will get the start on Monday in 
Round 2 against Toronto. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Perhaps the most telltale sign that the Oilers weren’t taking the play to 
Toronto on nearly enough occasions? The Leafs never took a penalty, 
the first time all season the Oilers power play did not hop over the boards 
in a game. 

“We didn’t earn any power-play time tonight, it’s pretty simple,” Draisaitl 
said. “We didn’t work as hard. Need to regroup — back at it in two days.” 

There was one power play in the entire game — a Kris Russell holding 
call — and William Nylander buried his eighth of the season. It turned out 
to be the game-winner, scored late in the first period. 

Who would have predicted that? 

“You have to use it as a lesson, just like some of those games we were 
winning in different ways,” Tippett said. “We didn’t capitalize on anything, 
couldn’t get a kill on a penalty, and we chased the game the rest of the 
night.” 

You can’t say much when the hottest team in the NHL since Jan. 30 
loses one. Even if it is a disappointing one to lose, against Toronto on 
Hockey Night. 

“It’s a tight league. Every night is going to be difficult,” observed 
defenceman Caleb Jones. “But the one thing we can do consistently is 
win battles, win one-on-ones. We were losing some of those tonight, 
myself included.” 

The same teams play here on Monday, and then again on Wednesday. 

Said Jones: “We’re already looking forward to the rematch.” 
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TSN.CA / Matthews limited in practice, but not ruled out for Monday 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised in Edmonton on Sunday.  

For the first time since aggravating a wrist injury on Wednesday, Auston 
Matthews practised with his teammates. But Toronto's No. 1 centre was 
limited during the workout. He didn't skate on a regular line and didn't 
take part in all the drills. He also didn't appear to let loose with any shots.  

"He's progressed here today compared to where he's been the last few 
days so that's very positive," said head coach Sheldon Keefe, who 

chatted with Matthews on the ice at the end of the session. "He's not 
ruled out for tomorrow. We're just going to have to see how he is." 

John Tavares continued to skate between Joe Thornton and Mitch 
Marner on the top line.  

"I played a lot with Mitch over my time here," Tavares said, "so obviously 
have a good feel for him, but my first real time playing with Jumbo. We're 
trying to spread the opponent out and do a good job of moving the puck 
quick and trying to find open space. Obviously, you're talking about one 
of the best passers of all time so a real treat to play with Jumbo. It's 
amazing what he's doing at his age (41) and great to have the 
opportunity."   

Tavares picked up two assists and fired five shots on net (matching a 
season high) on Saturday while helping hold Connor McDavid to one 
shot. Per NaturalStatTrick, shot attempts were even between the Leafs 
and Oilers in the nine minutes the pair of captains shared the ice in five-
on-five play.  

"John has not gotten enough credit for how he's defended," Keefe said 
after the game. "His efforts defensively have been a real big part of our 
success as a team. You ask a lot more of him taking on even tougher 
match-ups [with Matthews out] and I thought he was outstanding. He was 
above the puck all night long." 

The Leafs beat the surging Oilers on Saturday without leading goal 
scorer Auston Matthews in the lineup. John Tavares filled in as the top-
line centre producing two assists and helping keep Connor McDavid off 
the board. "John has not gotten enough credit for how he's defended 
through this season," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He was outstanding." 

Frederik Andersen took part in a full practice for the first time since 
sustaining a lower body injury in Montreal on Feb. 20. Will he start on 
Monday?  

"Ah, it's not looking that way, if we're being honest," Keefe revealed. 
"Today he was on the ice for the better part of an hour and took lots of 
shots and we're essentially just waiting for him to feel comfortable and we 
don't really know when that's going to be. But today was a very positive 
step towards that. So, whether it's, you know, goaltending or Auston up 
front, we got a lot of question marks that we probably won't get answered 
until game time tomorrow." 

Jack Campbell returned from a leg injury on Saturday and pitched a 30-
save shutout. However, he was slow to get up and flexed his leg after 
getting run into by Tyler Ennis late in the first period and Campbell was 
absent from practice on Sunday.  

"We gave him the day off," Keefe said. "Coming off the injury that he has, 
we want to make sure we manage that properly." 

Keefe was noncommittal when asked if Campbell was the likely starter 
on Monday.  

"Between Campbell and Fred and their situations, we got a lot of things 
to sort through here that I don't suspect we'll get sorted out until 
tomorrow night," Keefe said. 

Michael Hutchinson and Joseph Woll were the other two goalies on the 
ice at practice.  

Leafs still waiting for Andersen to get comfortable; Campbell misses 
practice 

Sheldon Keefe provided an update on the status of Frederik Andersen, 
and explained why the team feels confident playing in front of Jack 
Campbell while they await Andersen's return. 

The Leafs shut down the high-flying Oilers on Saturday without Matthews 
and Andersen and now they may have to do it again.  

"We're being real here," said Keefe. "I mean, we had a great game and 
that's good and we like a lot about it but, you know, the puck is going to 
drop again tomorrow night. The scoreboard is going to be back to zeroes 
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and you got to be able to do it again. I mean, we didn't come here just to 
get one win so we better continue to refocus and get better." 

Sunday's practice was geared toward tidying up breakouts and 
pressuring the puck better in certain situations.   

"We know they're going to be coming hard if not harder, because of last 
night's game," said defenceman Travis Dermott. "We got to be prepared 
and take it to them like we did last game and just kind of give them no 
option, but to follow our game plan." 

Oilers defenceman Tyson Barrie, who spent last season in Toronto, was 
impressed with the Leafs' performance.  

"That was what we were trying to do last year," Barrie said. "That looked 
like the team we were trying to be last year. They played a great game. 
They've got a ton of skill and a ton of poise on that team. They're a puck-
possession team and they played that to a tee last night and 
unfortunately we were on the other end of it."  

Of course, last year the Leafs had plenty of good games. What's been 
really impressive this season is they’ve been able to maintain a strong 
baseline effort in winning 16 of 22 games. 

"We're really focused on being focused and showing up every day 
whether we're playing or practising or it's an off day and we have to be 
taking care of ourselves at home," Dermott said. "Everyone is just buying 
into a team plan that we're going to be ready to go every day." 

Barrie praises Leafs: 'That looked like the team we were trying to be last 
year' 

Tyson Barrie spent last season with the Maple Leafs before signing in 
Edmonton in the offseason. When asked about whether Toronto has 
taken strides since last year, Barrie praised his former team's 
improvements and weighed in on how their style of play compares to the 
Oilers. 

Even with a healthy Matthews and Andersen, slowing down McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl is a tall task. McDavid, the NHL points leader, has only 
been held off the scoresheet in five games and never in consecutive 
outings.  

"We have to continue to have the level of commitment defensively when 
the puck changes hands," noted Keefe. "We got to be in really good 
spots and look to slow them down when we can ... We're expecting them 
to be more like themselves tomorrow and we've got to be prepared to be 
even better." 

How did the Leafs frustrate Edmonton's two-headed monster up front on 
Saturday?  

"We just played a smart, five-man game," said defenceman T.J. Brodie. 
"The forwards did a really good job of staying above them and trying to 
take away their speed. They're guys who can get up to top speed real 
quick and they like to pull up [in the offensive zone] so if you have the 
pressure coming back you can sort of try and pinch them and take that 
time and space away. When they do pull-up that's when they make their 
plays and they're really good at it."  

Brodie's subtle stick work thwarted McDavid on multiple occasions.  

"He had a couple awkward plays that he looked like he was almost beat 
and then he brought that stick out of nowhere and disrupted the play," 
Dermott raved. 

Shot attempts favoured the Leafs (12-9) in the nine minutes that Brodie 
and McDavid shared the ice in five-on-five play, per NaturalStatTrick. It 
was 8-4 Leafs in the nearly nine minutes that Brodie faced Draisaitl. 

Despite logging tough minutes, Brodie has been whistled for just one 
penalty this season.  

"He's a smart player," Keefe said earlier this week. "He doesn't put 
himself in bad spots. He's got a really good stick. His stick is on the ice a 
lot and disrupts a lot of plays, which at times can lead to getting in 

people's feet and tripping or hooking or whatever it might be, but he does 
a really good job with it. A lot of the game that he plays is methodical and 
that helps keep himself out of trouble." 

The Oilers' power play didn't get any chances on Saturday. It was the 
first time all season that happened.  

"There's probably a little bit of luck attached to it, but I thought we did 
skate and we worked," Keefe said. "We really skated well yesterday and 
used our body to establish positioning instead of our stick. The more 
consistently we can do that it’s going to help, but some of it probably is 
just flat out luck and circumstance."  

The Maple Leafs shut out Edmonton on Saturday night in the first of 
three straight meetings between the two teams. Speaking to the media 
on Sunday, the Oilers discussed what went wrong in the loss and 
stressed the importance of staying even-keeled regardless of the results. 

The return of stalwart defenceman Jake Muzzin also boosted the Leafs 
on Saturday.  

"He's unreal on the ice in shutting plays down and being a defensive 
mastermind out there, but his voice in the room is equally as important," 
said Dermott.  

"We did a good job of sticking to our game plan," Muzzin said. "Even 
when we were up a few we stayed with it. We had great goaltending and 
commitment from everyone on the defensive side of play so it was a 
good start to the road trip." 

Muzzin, who missed two games with a facial fracture, is wearing a full 
face shield for the first time in his career.   

"With sweat coming down, it's tough to clean," Muzzin said, "you got to 
unclip it so it’s just more annoying than anything."  

'Just praying the eye was OK': Muzzin returns from scary injury with full 
shield 

Jake Muzzin admits he was pretty scared when he was initially hit in the 
face by Tyler Toffoli's stick, but he's thankful he didn't get hit in the eye. 
Now he'll have to adjust to wearing a full shield, nothing he's had 
experience with in the past. 

Lines at Sunday's practice:  

Thornton − Tavares − Marner 

Barabanov − Kerfoot − Nylander 

Mikheyev − Engvall − Hyman 

Petan − Boyd − Spezza 

Vesey − Agostino − Sabourin 

Matthews   

Rielly − Brodie 

Muzzin − Holl 

Dermott − Bogosian 

Lehtonen − Liljegren 

Andersen 

Hutchinson 

Woll 
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By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The undermanned Maple Leafs got both Auston Matthews 
(wrist) and Frederik Andersen (lower body) back at practice on Sunday in 
Edmonton, a positive sign they could return from injury during Toronto’s 
current five-game road trip. 

But the Leafs also showed in Saturday’s dominant 4-0 win over the Oilers 
that even without those players in the lineup, they can still find ways to 
win. And that remains the expectation ahead of Monday’s second of 
three meetings with Edmonton this week, for which Matthews and 
Andersen are still game-time decisions. 

“We're being real here: We had a great game, and it was good, but the 
puck is going to drop again tomorrow night,” said head coach Sheldon 
Keefe on a Zoom call following Sunday’s practice. “The scoreboard is 
going to be back to zeros and you've got to be able to do it again. We 
didn't come here just to get one win, so we've got to continue to refocus 
and get better as we get through this road trip.” 

Matthews was sidelined for Saturday’s contest after re-aggravating a 
hand injury that forced him out of Toronto’s previous meeting against 
Edmonton on Jan. 22. He was limited in Sunday’s practice and did not 
skate on a regular line or participate in all the reps, but Keefe would not 
rule him out as a possibility for Monday. 

Andersen hasn’t played for Toronto in nearly a week, missing their last 
three games with a lower-body problem that surfaced following the Leafs’ 
5-2 victory over Montreal on Feb. 20. Michael Hutchinson stepped in for 
two tilts against Calgary last week, going 1-1-0, and then Jack Campbell 
returned from his own lower-body injury to backstop Toronto to its first 
shutout of the season in Saturday’s win.  

Campbell was also absent from Sunday’s practice, something Keefe 
chalked up to managing the goaltender post-injury. But Campbell did look 
a little shaken up following a collision late in Saturday’s game with Oilers’ 
forward Tyler Ennis, and Keefe was not prepared on Sunday to name a 
starter for Monday. 

“Between Campbell and Fred and their situations, we've got a lot of 
things to sort through here that I don't suspect will get sorted out until 
tomorrow,” Keefe said. “It's not looking [like Andersen will be available] if 
we're being honest, but with his injury, basically where we're at here now 
is just waiting for him to be comfortable. Today, he was on the ice for the 
better part of an hour, and took lots of shots, so we're essentially just 
waiting for him to feel comfortable.” 

However the Leafs’ lineup pans out, they’re anticipating a serious 
pushback from Edmonton’s top players. Connor McDavid was held to 
one shot on goal and finished minus-three in Saturday’s loss, and Leon 
Draisaitl was also held at bay with three shots on goal.  

It helped that for just the second time all season, Toronto didn’t take a 
single penalty in the game, giving the Oilers no opportunity to run wild 
with the extra man. And the Leafs managed to score on their lone power 
play opportunity, breaking out of their recent 0-for-11 funk. 

The Leafs also got top performances from their best players, with both 
John Tavares and Mitch Marner producing two-point nights and William 
Nylander scoring his third goal in two games.  Having collected 32 points 
to date, Marner now sits just two points behind Draisaitl for third-most in 
the NHL. Despite being off the score sheet on Saturday, McDavid still 
paces all skaters with 40 points this season, and Keefe is sure 
Edmonton’s captain will be looking for more come Monday.  

“I think we have to continue to have that level of commitment defensively 
when the puck changes hands,” Keefe said of shutting down the Oilers’ 
best. “I think we did our part yesterday, but sometimes your best players 
are going to have an off night. Those guys have had a lot of nights where 
they've been on and you've got to manage that as best you can as a 

team. We're expecting them to be more like themselves tomorrow, and 
we've got to be prepared to be even better.” 

Learning to adapt on the fly has become a big part of this season for the 
Leafs, especially in navigating all their recent injuries. Along with 
Campbell, Andersen and Matthews all dealing with issues, Joe Thornton, 
Jake Muzzin and Zach Hyman have all missed time in the last week and 
Wayne Simmonds remains out with a broken wrist.  

On some occasions - like Saturday’s win over the second place team in 
the North Division - Toronto has stepped up and proven its mettle in the 
face of those hardships. At other times - like last week’s 3-0 loss to 
Calgary - the Leafs admitted to poorly handling adversity. Keefe believes 
his group is more suited to being the former though. 

“I think [winning without Matthews and Andersen] certainly should do a 
lot for us, and I think some of that confidence was earned even earlier in 
the season,” Keefe claimed. “It wasn't the first time we've played without 
Auston and not the first time we played against the Oilers without Auston. 
We know that Edmonton's going to have that push and there's certainly 
things that we can continue to do better throughout the game and we 
talked about some of those things here before practice, and then got on 
the ice and and worked at them.” 
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