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Hurricanes end road trip with 4-2 victory over Nashville Predators
By Chip Alexander
Steven Lorentz is one of those guys who always seems to be
smiling, and his smile got a little wider Tuesday.
The rookie center scored the first goal of his NHL career as
the Carolina Hurricanes held on in the third period to edge
the Nashville Predators 4-2 at Bridgestone Arena and close
out their road trip with three straight wins.
Sebastian Aho scored twice — the Canes’ first and last —
but the Lorentz goal would prove to be his first NHL gamewinner after the Predators made a hard third-period push
and scored twice.
Lorentz, playing his 12th NHL game, said Canes goalie
James Reimer jokingly told him that he “let in a couple” in the
third so that his goal would be the winner.
“That’s just the kind of guy he is,” Lorentz said. “He played a
great game. He’s been such a rock for us.”
Lorentz’s goal came in the second period as the Canes’
fourth line supplied both energy and offense. After a Jordan
Martinook pass glanced off Nashville defenseman Ben
Harpur, bounced up in the air and fell into the slot, Lorentz
jumped on the loose puck and fired a rising shot to beat
Pekka Rinne.
“I really don’t know what I did after it but the boys said I
celebrated big,” Lorentz said.
For a former seventh-round draft pick who paid his hockey
dues in the ECHL and American Hockey League, it was a
memorable moment and his on-ice celebration oozed with
excitement and satisfaction.
“He’s a great kid,” Aho said. “I’m sure he’ll play many, many
years in this league just because of his attitude and work
mentality. You’re really, really happy for the guy.”
But Lorentz and the Canes (15-6-1) had a lot of work to do in
the third. The Preds (10-12-0), in the words of Canes coach
Rod Brind’Amour, threw a “full-court press” at Reimer, who

faced 17 shots in the third and finished with 36 saves in
earning his 10th win of the season.
The Preds’ Filip Forsberg had eight shots in the game,
including two in the final few minutes before Aho’s empty-net
goal sealed the win with 14 seconds remaining.
Aho and Vincent Trocheck scored in the first period,
Trocheck getting his 12th on a power play, and the Lorentz
goal made it 3-0. The Predators (10-12-0) seemingly had
little life with a few key players, including Ryan Ellis, out of
the lineup with injuries or on the NHL COVID protocol list.
But Calle Jarnkrok scored a power-play goal six minutes into
the third, and when Mattias Ekholm knocked a shot past
Reimer a little more than two minutes later, Nashville had
made it a one-goal deficit with 12 minutes left in regulation.
“We bent but we didn’t break,” Reimer said.
The Canes lost third-period leads against the Panthers
before regrouping to win in a shootout and then overtime
Monday. But Brind’Amour said he had no complaints
Tuesday about the third.
“None,” he said. “I’m happy we won. We dominated for two
periods, again. The other team gets paid a ton of money and
they’re going to come out and play hard in the third period.
“I’ll take this all day long. Three (games) in four nights, travel,
getting in at 3 in the morning. There’s absolutely zero to be
negative about on my part.”
Of note
The Canes on Tuesday assigned forward Seth Jarvis, their
first-round draft pick in 2020, to his junior team, the Portland
Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League.
Jarvis, 19, was able to play in the American Hockey League
with the Chicago Wolves int the WHL season began. He led
the league in scoring with seven goals and four assists in
nine AHL games. He signed his three-year, entry-level with
Carolina on Dec. 28, 2020 after being the 13th overall pick of
the 2020 draft.
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LeBrun: Hurricanes’ contract talks with Dougie Hamilton, John Tortorella’s Blue Jackets
future
By Pierre LeBrun

Ducharme gets a raise

Dougie Hamilton finally found a home in Carolina, where he
has flourished after some previous NHL stops. He’s become
a stud blueliner there. The real deal.

Without any fanfare, the Montreal Canadiens gave
Dominique Ducharme a raise after he was elevated to head
coach last week, sources confirm.

He’s also the No. 1 blueliner on this year’s UFA list come
July 28 if for whatever reason he can’t come to an
agreement with the Hurricanes before that time.

His contract still expires at the end of the season but the
Habs felt it was important to give him a bump from his
assistant coach’s salary.

There have been contract talks between the Hurricanes and
Hamilton’s camp led by veteran agent J.P. Barry of CAA
Sports. But after each side shared their positions last month,
sources say negotiations have gone quiet. There’s a tangible
gap in each position.

It doesn’t always happen that way, it’s sort of hit and miss
when assistants take over midseason.

This might have to wait until after the season unless one side
presses the issue.
It’s not been unusual with some recent high-end D in their
contract years. John Carlson went to the 11th hour before resigning with the Washington Capitals on June 25, 2018,
agreeing to an eight-year, $64 million deal after the UFA
speaking window had already opened and other teams had
access to him.

For example, when Bruce Cassidy replaced Claude Julien
and was named interim Bruins head coach in February 2017,
my understanding is that Cassidy stayed on his assistant
coach’s salary for the rest of that season. The Bruins did
right by him come the offseason when they named him head
coach and signed him to a new deal. But he coached the rest
of the 2016-17 season on his assistant salary.
On the flip side, Rick Bowness got a bump in pay last
December when he took over as interim head coach in
Dallas. He then signed a new deal as head coach this past
offseason.

Alex Pietrangelo had a dramatic exit out of St. Louis last
offseason, contract talks with the Blues unable to find a
happy medium and he went to market signing a seven-year,
$61.6 million deal with Vegas on Oct. 12.

It’s not always automatic but the Habs did the right thing in
giving Ducharme a raise for the rest of this season.

Torey Krug replaced him in St. Louis three days earlier,
signing a seven-year, $45.5 million deal with the Blues after
the Bruins never circled back with an offer to Krug before he
hit free agency.

The moment Claude Julien was fired last week in Montreal,
the focus from pundits around the league seemed to directly
circle around John Tortorella in Columbus.

Torts gets vote of confidence

So how will the Hamilton situation play out?

Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen could feel that and felt
the need Tuesday to give Torts a vote of confidence, which
he announced in a media availability.

I suspect Hamilton’s camp would have wanted to start their
position closer to Pietrangelo ($8.8 million AAV) and work
from that area ($8 million-plus). I suspect the Hurricanes look
at Krug’s contract in St. Louis and want to work from there,
($6.5 million salary ballpark).

Kekalainen also communicated as much to Tortorella in a
meeting Monday, saying he believed the veteran head coach
could lead the struggling Blue Jackets out of the woods just
as he had before.

Can both sides find the middle ground? I’m betting on yes,
but there’s no guarantee of that.
There would definitely be teams waiting July 28 with open
arms for a 27-year-old right-handed star defenceman like
Hamilton.
Could the resurgent Blackhawks make the money work?
Hamilton would look great quarterbacking that power play.
Meanwhile, the Flyers never did replace Matt Niskanen on
their right side after he retired last fall.
There should be a sizeable market for a player of Hamilton’s
talent even in the flat cap environment. But the priority for
both sides is to figure it out in Carolina where he’s happy.

Kekalainen has, generally speaking, never been keen on the
philosophy of singling out the coach as soon as the team hits
adversity. Kekalainen fired Todd Richards as head coach in
October 2015 after Columbus started 0-7-0 and the GM felt
he had no other option.
The tough part this season is that you’ve got a veteran, high
profile coach entering the last season of his contract so when
a team underperforms, it always becomes a story. See
Vancouver and Travis Green. And like the Canucks,
Kekalainen confirmed during his media availability Tuesday
that the pandemic’s economic impact had an influence on
perhaps not having the green light to extend Tortorella
before the season.
But I would also say this: I’m not 100 percent convinced that
Tortorella was ready to sign an extension either. Maybe he
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wanted to see how the season went before he decided his
future as well. When you’re a coach with his track record of
success, you can also bet on yourself.
He’s making $2.5 million this season, and with his seniority
should probably be in the $4 million range in his next deal.
Whether that’s in Columbus or elsewhere.
GMs meeting on tap?
Normally this would be the week where I get on a plane and
go down to Boca Raton, Fla., for the annual three-day GMs
meeting post-trade deadline.
I might be openly weeping as I write this.
Obviously, there will not be a GMs meeting in Boca Raton
this year as the pandemic continues to affect everyone’s
normal way of operating.

But that doesn’t necessarily mean there won’t be a GMs
meeting. NHL senior executive vice president Colin
Campbell is considering holding a virtual meeting and is in
the process of discussing the merits of it with GMs around
the league.
These are productive meetings every year where the genesis
of all the game’s rule changes come from. So I suspect we’ll
have a GMs meeting after all but on Zoom instead.
One topic I’m told that would be on the agenda is the goalie
interference video review. The decision to overturn
Montreal’s late-game goal in Ottawa last week has sparked a
lot of conversation around the league among some team
executives.

Hurricanes build lead, hold on in win at Nashville
Sebastian Aho scored twice to help Carolina to its third
straight win
By Cory Lavalette
The Carolina Hurricanes built a three-goal cushion and held
on to a 4-2 win over the Predators on Tuesday in Nashville.
Sebastian Aho scored twice, and Vincent Trocheck and
Steven Lorentz also scored. James Reimer made 36 saves
to improve to 10-3-0 on the season.
Three Thoughts
1. After playing top-of-the-division competition the previous
six games, the Hurricanes could have gone one of two ways
in Nashville on Tuesday. It would have been easy for
Carolina, playing its second game in as many nights with
travel involved, to come out flat with heavy legs. Or the
Hurricanes could carry over the playoff feel of the games
against the Lightning and Panthers and apply it to the
Predators.
They chose the latter.
Carolina came out of the gates with energy and didn’t relent.
First, the combination of Aho and Martin Necas took
advantage of open ice for the second straight night, with
Necas setting up Aho at 4 on 4 a day after they connected at
3 on 3.
Trocheck’s power play goal and Lorentz’s first NHL gave
Carolina a 3-0 cushion it needed as they predictably finally
hit a wall in the third.

Asked if he had any concerns about the third-period
struggles, coach Rod Brind’Amour answered succinctly, then
elaborated.
“None. I’m happy we won,” he said. “We dominated for two
periods again. The other team gets paid a lot of money, and
they’re gonna come out and play hard in the third period. I’ll
take this all day long. Three in four nights, travel, getting in
three in the morning. There’s absolutely zero to be negative
about in my part.”
2. Goals for Brock McGinn and Jordan Staal have dried up,
Andrei Svechnikov’s drought hit six games — 14 if we don’t
count his one empty-net goal — and Dougie Hamilton is still
stuck on one goal. Trocheck, who scored his team-leading
12th goal Tuesday, has been the lone consistent scorer,
having not gone more than three games without a goal this
season.
Carolina is surely hoping Aho is ready to join Trocheck as a
relied-upon primary scoring threat.
Aho had his first two-goal game of the season Tuesday,
opening the scoring off the feed from Necas and later putting
an end to Carolina’s worries with the empty-net goal that
sealed the win.
The Hurricanes center admitted after the game that the
physical toll of the NHL’s condensed schedule is nothing
compared to the mental one the players are going through.
“To be honest, I felt today better than yesterday,” he said. “I
don’t know why. It’s tough, but it’s tough for everyone. … I
don’t think the issue is the physical side because we’ve got
way less travel and stuff like that. I feel like it’s more like a
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mental grind, and if you can prepare yourself every night,
you’ll feel fine, and I think that’s what happened today.”
3. The next few weeks offer Carolina an easier road. After
playing 16 games since Feb. 2 — including three sets of
three games in four days — the Hurricanes don’t play
another back-to-back until April 3-4. The recent slew of
games against fellow Central Division contenders Tampa
Bay and Florida are replaced in March by three against
Detroit, four vs. Columbus and two more with Nashville.
As every coach and player is fond of saying, there are no
easy wins in the NHL. The first 22 games of the season have
shown Carolina is a good team. But great teams win a lot of
their tough games while piling up points against lesser ones.
The rest of March will be a good chance to see if the
Hurricanes can be great.
Number To Know
9-4 — The Hurricanes’ deficit in goals in third periods, minus
empty-net goals, in the past six games. Carolina managed to
hold onto its lead Tuesday, allowing two goals to make it a
one-goal game before Aho added an empty-netter, but has
now been outscored in the third period in each of its last six.
They Said It
“I knew I had to let two in, so that was the plan.”
— Hurricanes goalie James Reimer on joking with Lorentz
that he allowed two goals in the third period so the rookie
would be credited with a game-winner on his first NHL goal.
Plus
Steve Lorentz, Hurricanes forward — In his 12th NHL game,
Lorentz finally got his first NHL goal, scoring off a rebound
with a rising shot that got by Pekka Rinne. With Nashville’s
third-period push, his goal ended up being the game-winner.

Lorentz’s path to the NHL has been a long one. Undrafted in
his first year of eligibility, the Hurricanes selected him in the
final round (186th overall) in 2015. He played a fourth OHL
season with Peterborough before securing a pro contract,
then spent most of the next season with the ECHL’s Florida
Everblades.
He split 2018-19 between the Everblades and AHL Charlotte,
playing 12 games in the Checkers’ playoff run to the Calder
Cup. Last season, he was Charlotte’s top forward and was
among those on the Hurricanes’ return-to-play roster.
Carolina’s COVID-19 shutdown opened the door for Lorentz,
and he stormed through. He’s helped make Carolina’s fourth
line — with Jordan Martinook and Cedric Paquette on the
wings — a reliable and disruptive force nightly.
And Lorentz’s infectious smile was even bigger than usual
following the game.
“I’m so happy it went in, and I don’t remember what
happened afterwards,” Lorentz said of his goal. “I don’t really
know what I did, but the boys are telling me that I was pretty
excited and I celebrated big.”
His teammates were nearly as happy for the rookie.
“He’s a great kid,” Aho said. “I’m sure he’ll play many, many
years in this league just because of his attitude and his work
mentality. So, you’re really, really happy for the guy.”
Minus
Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — It was another night
when you couldn’t pinpoint one poor performance, but Bean
had the worst possession numbers on the team (28.6 Corsi
For percentage) and finished without a shot attempt.
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Want to go to a Canes game? Here's what you need to know
By Lauren Brownlow
The last time fans were allowed in PNC Arena to watch a
Carolina Hurricanes game live was February 28, 2020 —
over one year ago.
But on Thursday, a limited number of fans will be allowed
back in as the Hurricanes host the Detroit Red Wings.
The news came last week as North Carolina Gov. Roy
Cooper lifted some COVID-19 restrictions, including allowing
venues that seat over 5,000 to open attendance up to 15% of
capacity.
Around 3,000 fans will be allowed into PNC Arena, but if you
want to be one of them to watch the Canes live, here's what
you need to know.
1. Who can buy tickets?
Season ticket holders had first crack at purchasing tickets for
the remaining 20 home games at a special rate, but then
tickets went on sale to the general public for March games
only. Season ticket holders can still buy tickets for home
games in April or May. You can buy tickets for March games
here.
2. How much will tickets cost?
It depends. When you click on the link to purchase tickets,
disclaimers pop up before the available blocks of seats do.
One warns that a game might be canceled (and guarantees
a full refund if it is, but does not mention postponements
beyond the commitment to "working with" consumers in such
events). Another says: "Ticket prices may fluctuate based on
demand at any time. Resale tickets may exceed face value."
The prices for the Red Wings game on Thursday range
anywhere from $75-$300 a seat at the moment. But tickets
must be sold in "pods" that will be separated by six feet or
more, meaning that a purchase requires buying four tickets.
There is not an option to buy fewer than four tickets.
3. What will the gameday experience be like?
It will certainly be different than what Hurricanes fans are
used to at PNC Arena. For more information from the team,
click here.
Tickets will be mobile only and the team will not accept paper
tickets. There will also be no tailgating permitted in the PNC
Arena parking lots. Doors will open an hour before the game
starts. Fans must each fill out a COVID-19 guest survey
before they will be allowed into each game.

A bag policy will be in place that will prohibit all bags other
than diaper bags, medical bags or clutches no larger than
4.5'' x 6.5''.
The concessions in PNC Arena will be only in-house due to
safety issues with COVID-19, so outside non-profit groups
that have been able to sell food and drinks in the arena will
not be doing that this year. The food will be pre-packaged,
and all drinks will be bottled. No draft beer or fountain soda
will be available.
No cash will be accepted inside the arena (credit cards, debit
cards, or Apple Pay/Google Pay only), and fans are
encouraged to use the concession stands located closest to
their seats.
The differences aren't all bad, though. The parking fee is
included in the price of tickets, so you won't need to pay for
parking when you get there or show a parking pass.
4. What safety measures are in place?
A lot, as you'd expect.
In addition to the lack of paper tickets, parking passes or the
no-cash policy, fans will of course be required to wear
masks. The masks must be a "two-ply cloth mask covering
mouth and nose"; gaiters, face coverings with valves or
vents will not be permitted. Face shields will be allowed only
if a mask is also worn underneath. Masks must be worn at all
times, unless actively eating and drinking at your seat.
The pod seating will allow for distance between fans, but
there will be markers throughout the arena to enforce further
social distancing throughout. No fans will be permitted to
gather on the concourse.
All high-touch surfaces will be sanitized often both before,
during and after the event, and the seating areas will be
cleaned with electrostatic sprayers and an EPA-approved
disinfectant spray between games. They will also have more
than 40 touchless hand sanitizer stations throughout the
arena.
5. What if I can't go?
The Hurricanes' Fan Safety FAQ says to contact the ticket
office if you can't attend because of contracting symptoms of
COVID-19. Otherwise, you can transfer your tickets to
someone else or resell them on the site. But you'll have to
resell the entirety of your ticket pod and can't just transfer
one ticket. "If you choose to sell a portion of your ticket pod
on the secondary market, all of your tickets may be canceled
without refund, and you may lose the right to purchase future
tickets," the FAQ reads.
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Recap: Canes Stave Off Predators
Lorentz scores first NHL goal in 4-2 win
By Michael Smith

Lorentz dropped to a knee, pumped his right fist and then
pumped both fists for good measure, a celebration worthy of
a goal well-earned.

NASHVILLE - The Carolina Hurricanes fended off a two-goal
push from the Nashville Predators in the third period to come
away with a 4-2 win.

"I'm so happy it went in," Lorentz smiled. "I don't really know
what I did afterwards. The boys were telling me I was pretty
excited and celebrated big."

Steven Lorentz tallied his first career goal in the NHL, which
held up as the game-winner, and Sebastian Aho scored two
goals, including an empty netter late to seal it.

Sebastian Aho

Fist Bumps
Steven Lorentz
It's easy to root for a kid like Lorentz.
Just ask his teammates.
"Everyone is happy for the guy. He's a guy who works hard
and does everything for the team," Aho said. "He's a great
kid. I'm sure he'll play many, many years in this league just
because of his attitude and his work mentality. We're really,
really happy for the guy."
"Lory is an awesome guy. He's definitely one of the good
guys. He's humble and he works hard," Reimer said. "He's
always willing to listen and learn, and along with that, he's
got a ton of skill."
Lorentz is a success story defined by commitment,
perseverance and hard work. A 12th-round pick in the
Ontario Hockey League Priority Draft. Passed over in the
NHL Draft his first time through. Selected in the 7th round of
the NHL Draft the next year. Grinding it out in the ECHL and
then the AHL.
"I just kind of questioned how things would play out, but I
don't like looking at things too long term, so I just kept things
in perspective. … I really just wanted to stick to it," Lorentz
said. "It's so much fun when you can come to the rink every
day. And again, putting things in perspective, we get to play
hockey every day."
After exceeding expectations at every level, Lorentz finally
made his debut in the National Hockey League on Jan. 28.
Then in his 12th game, he netted his first career NHL goal,
and his celebration said it all.
Jordan Martinook's centering pass didn't make it through the
defense of Ben Harpur, but the puck popped into the air and
was batted back into the slot by the high stick of former
Hurricane Erik Haula. Lorentz pounced on the loose biscuit
and roofed it over Pekka Rinne.

Aho fed Martin Necas for the game-winning goal in overtime
on Monday night. The next night, Necas returned the favor.
Skating 4-on-4 in the first period, Necas pressured Roman
Josi, forcing a turnover on an attempted backhand clear by
the Norris Trophy winner. Necas spun and fired a pass into
the slot, putting the puck on Aho's tape for the one-time, topshelf finish.
"He's a great player," Aho said of Necas. "It was a great pass
by him."
Aho added an empty-netter late in regulation to seal the win,
and he now leads the team in scoring with 20 points (8g,
12a) in 22 games.
Vincent Trocheck
It took the fifth-best power play in the NHL just six seconds to
convert on its first opportunity of the game.
Jordan Staal won the faceoff back to Dougie Hamilton, who
gathered the puck and walked the blue line toward the center
of the ice. Hamilton let go of a wrist shot, and Vincent
Trocheck got a stick on the shot to deflect it past Juuse
Saros, putting the Canes ahead 2-0 in the first period.
The goal was Trocheck's 12th of the season and third in as
many games.
Plus/Minus
Plus: James Reimer
Reimer stopped all 21 shots he saw in the first 40 minutes.
With the Canes up a three-spot heading into the third period,
it was a given that the Predators were going to come with a
push - and push they did. Reimer, though, made the saves
he needed to make, as he faced 17 shots in the final 20
minutes alone. The Canes held onto their lead, and Reimer
finished the night with 36 saves.
"They were on full-court press and coming at us. He made
two or three great stops," Brind'Amour said. "Any successful
team is going to have goaltending that comes up big when
they need it."
And, hey, maybe it was a ploy all along to get Lorentz the
game-winning goal.
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"That was the game plan going into the third. He got his first
one, so that's special, but you want it to be the gamewinner," Reimer smiled. "I knew I had to let two in, so that
was the plan."
Minus: The third period
The final stanza is the glaring minus in the game, as the
Canes nearly lost a lead for the third straight game. But, the
pushback was a given, and in the final period of a stretch of
three games in four nights and the tail-end of a back-to-back
with travel? Shrug off the two goals, take the two points,
clean up a couple of mishaps and move on.
"I'm happy. We won. We dominated for two periods. The
other team gets paid a lot of money, and they're going to
come out and play hard in the third period. I'll take this all
day long," Brind'Amour said. "There's absolutely zero to be
negative about."
"I think we'd rather win 10-0. You never like to give up a lead
in the third," Reimer said. "We bent but didn't break. The
character we have in here to dig and dig and dig … it's
incredible, and again tonight, we found a way. When it
comes down to it, that's the most important thing."

Stats Pack
12: Trocheck leads the team with 12 goals, which also ranks
first among all NHL skaters not in the offense-heavy North
Division.
11: Lorentz is the 11th player in franchise history to have his
first career NHL goal stand as the game winner. According to
NHL PR, Andrei Svechnikov was the last to do so (Oct. 7,
2018).
48: "I don't want to say anything," Jordan Martinook smiled at
Morgan Geekie last season, "but I have been a part of a few
first goals. Just sayin'." Geekie proceeded to score two goals
in his NHL debut, as you might recall. Fast forward a year,
and who got the primary assist on Lorentz's first NHL goal?
Martinook, of course, his fifth helper of the season.
Quote of the Night
"It makes me so happy to know that those guys are all
excited for me to. The team camaraderie here is so nice.
Everyone is one big family. It's nice to a be a part of, and it's
nice to contribute." - Steven Lorentz
Up Next
It's time to head home. The Canes will welcome back fans to
PNC Arena on Thursday when they host the Detroit Red
Wings.

Hurricanes hold off Predators for third straight win
Lorentz scores first NHL goal for Carolina; Saros leaves with
injury for Nashville
By Kurt Dusterberg
Sebastian Aho scored two goals, and the Carolina
Hurricanes held off the Nashville Predators for a 4-2 win at
Bridgestone Arena in Nashville on Tuesday.
Steven Lorentz scored his first NHL goal, and James Reimer
made 36 saves for Carolina (15-6-1), which defeated the
Florida Panthers 3-2 in overtime on Monday and has won
three straight.
"We dominated for two periods," Hurricanes coach Rod
Brind'Amour said. "The other team gets paid a lot of money
and they're going to play hard in the third period. I will take
this all day long."
Calle Jarnkrok and Mattias Ekholm scored in the third period
for Nashville (10-12-0). Pekka Rinne made 16 saves in relief
of Juuse Saros, who allowed two goals on 10 shots in the
first period before leaving with an undisclosed injury.

"They're a good team, they're right on top of you," Predators
forward Nick Cousins said. "Their goalie played well too, but
at the same time, in the third period we made it tougher on
their goalie and their defense, and that's more the style we
like to play."
Aho gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 12:36 of the first
period. Martin Necas forced a turnover by Roman Josi along
the left boards before passing to Aho, who was alone in the
slot.
Vincent Trocheck scored his Carolina-leading 12th goal of
the season to make it 2-0 when he redirected Dougie
Hamilton's shot on the power play at 16:13.
"I thought in the first period, we didn't play fast enough,"
Nashville coach John Hynes said. "We weren't at the level
we needed to be right off the start. Some adjustments were
made, and players did a better job as the game went on, but
you don't want to get down like that."
Lorentz, who was playing in his 12th NHL game, gathered a
bouncing puck in the low slot and lifted a shot over Rinne to
extend the lead to 3-0 at 4:48 of the second period.
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"I just tried to raise it and it found a corner," Lorentz said. "I'm
so happy it went in. I don't remember what happened
afterwards, but the boys tell me I was pretty excited and I
celebrated big."
Jarnkrok tapped in a centering pass from Ekholm near the
right post on the power play to make it 3-1 at 6:00 of the
third. Ekholm then cut it to 3-2 at 8:17 when his shot from the
point deflected off the stick of Hurricanes forward Jordan
Martinook.
Aho scored a power-play goal into an empty net with 14
seconds remaining for the 4-2 final.
The Predators outshot the Hurricanes 17-7 in the third
period.
"In the third, we were all over them," Ekholm said. "To expect
us to score three goals in the third going into it, it's obviously
a tough task. But the way it played out, I thought we had
chances to do it."
Reimer helped preserve the lead by making a glove save on
Filip Forsberg from the right hash marks at 8:42, a pad save

on Matt Duchene driving the net at 11:28, and another pad
save on a one-timer from Jarnkrok at 16:22.
"They were on full-court press and they were coming at us,"
Brind'Amour said. "Two or three great stops. Any successful
team is going to have goaltending that comes up big when
they need it and that's what we had tonight."
Reimer said, "As a goalie, when you're seeing it, that's a
result of how well your teammates are battling in front of you
to clear guys out and to tie up sticks. The guys are working
incredibly hard right now."
NOTES: The Predators announced before the game that
defenseman Ryan Ellis will be out 4-6 weeks with an upperbody injury, forward Luke Kunin will be out 2-4 weeks with a
lower-body injury, and that center Ryan Johansen was
placed on the NHL COVID-19 protocol list. … Nashville
forward Tanner Jeannot blocked one shot in 6:28 of ice time
in his NHL debut. … Trocheck has scored in three straight
games and leads Carolina with 10 points (five goals, five
assists) on the power play.

Aho scores 2 goals to lead Hurricanes over Predators 4-2
By Jim Diamond
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored twice to
lead the Carolina Hurricanes to a 4-2 victory over the
Nashville Predators on Tuesday night.
Steven Lorentz got his first NHL goal and Vincent Trocheck
also scored for the Hurricanes, winners of three straight.
James Reimer made 35 saves.
Calle Jarnkrok and Mattias Ekholm had the goals for
Nashville, which won its previous two games.
Aho scored first at 12:36 of the opening period.
With the teams skating 4-on-4, Martin Necas intercepted a
clearing attempt by captain Roman Josi along the left boards
and sent a pass to Aho in front, where he beat goalie Juuse
Saros high to the glove side with a one-timer.
“I kind of know how he thinks the game, and it definitely
helps,” Aho said of Necas. “It was a great pass by him.”
Trocheck made it 2-0 at 16:13 on the power play, scoring just
six seconds after Dante Fabbro was penalized for shooting
the puck over the glass.
Jordan Staal won a faceoff back to Dougie Hamilton. His
wrist shot from the right side was deflected past Saros by
Trocheck, who was standing just outside the crease.
Trocheck has a goal in three straight games.

“We came out a little too slow,” Ekholm said. “They were all
over us I felt like.”
Pekka Rinne replaced Saros, dinged in an early collision, to
start the second period. Saros stopped eight of the 10 shots
he faced. Rinne finished with 16 saves.
Lorentz scored at 4:48 of the second. A bouncing puck found
him in the low slot, where he quickly corralled it and lifted a
wrist shot high to Rinne’s glove side.
“We did a good job kind of throwing it at the net. I think it
went up in the air,” Lorentz said. “I found a loose puck. I was
fortunate enough, I just tried to put it on net. I know he’s a big
goalie, so I just tried to raise it and it found a corner. I’m so
happy it went in. I don’t remember what happened
afterwards.”
Jarnkrok’s power-play goal six minutes into the third spoiled
Reimer’s shutout bid. Ekholm’s shot from the right point 2:17
later drew the Predators within one.
Aho added an empty-net goal on a power play in the final
minute.
“We kind of know a team down 3-0, they’re going to throw
everything,” Reimer said. “They started gaining a little
momentum. We bent but didn’t break.”
Reimer is 6-1-0 in his career against Nashville.
PATIENCE PAYS OFF
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Lorentz was a seventh-round draft pick (186th overall) by the
Hurricanes in 2015. He made his NHL debut earlier this
season, collecting one assist in 11 games before Tuesday.
Despite spending some time in the ECHL while in the
minors, he always kept working.
“I don’t really like looking at things too long term,” Lorentz
said. “I just kept things in my perspective what I can control.
When I got sent to the East Coast, I could have just hung my
head and pouted, but I really just wanted to stick to it and
learn from the great group of guys we had playing in that
East Coast League. Again, putting things in perspective, you
get to play hockey every day.”
As Lorentz’s teammates on the ice congratulated him for his
first goal Tuesday, Hamilton quietly skated to the Nashville
net to collect the puck for him.
SAROS UPDATE
Saros did not return after the first period, with the Predators
saying he would be evaluated on Wednesday. The team did
not provide any further details.
At 5:15 of the first, Saros played a puck behind the Nashville
net. As Nino Niederreiter skated through, their heads collided
after Saros released the puck. Niederreiter was assessed a
minor penalty for roughing.
“The ref called a penalty,” Predators coach John Hynes said.
“It was a hit to the head; we’ll have to see where it goes from
there. There’s not much more to comment on it. What we all
saw was what happened.”

DEPLETED LINEUP
Prior to the game, the Predators announced that three
players would be out of the lineup. F Luke Kunin will miss
two to four weeks with a lower-body injury. D Ryan Ellis will
miss four to six weeks with an upper-body injury. And
forward Ryan Johansen was placed on the NHL’s COVID-19
list.
Johansen recently returned to the lineup after missing seven
games with an upper-body injury. He had one assist in four
games since being activated off injured reserve.
Ellis was one of seven Predators to appear in all 21 games
this season. He plays on the right side of the team’s top
defensive pairing with Josi. Ellis is second on the Predators
and 13th in the NHL, averaging 24:39 of ice time per game.
With Johansen and Kunin unavailable, Tanner Jeannot made
his NHL debut.
RESCHEDULED
The game was originally slated for Jan. 19 but got postponed
after several Hurricanes players were placed on the COVID19 list that day.
WHAT’S NEXT
Hurricanes: Host the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday.
Predators: Host the Florida Panthers on Thursday.

NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus a key positive or negative trend for every team
By Emily Kaplan
We're seven weeks into the 2021 NHL season, and less than
six weeks away from the trade deadline. It's about that time
that trends start to solidify. For this week's ESPN Power
Rankings, we identified an encouraging or worrying trend for
every team.
How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results
are tabulated in the list featured here.
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 6
edition, published on Feb. 24. Points percentages are
through the games of March 2.
1. Toronto Maple Leafs
Previous ranking: 1
Points percentage: .783
This week: @ EDM (March 3); @ VAN (March 4, 6); vs.
WPG (March 9)

After Jack Campbell and Michael Hutchinson recorded backto-back shutouts, it's clear that an encouraging trend for
Toronto is improved team defense (yes, you heard that
right). The Leafs average the sixth-fewest shots per game,
and fourth-fewest goals per game.
2. Tampa Bay Lightning
Previous ranking: 2
Points percentage: .775
This week: @ CHI (March 4, 5, 7); @ DET (March 9)
Andrei Vasilevskiy as a perennial Vezina Trophy finalist is
starting to become a trend. Back-to-back shutouts last week
bolster his case yet again. "It feels like he's locked in all the
time to be honest with you," captain Steven Stamkos said.
"That's how amazing he is."
3. Vegas Golden Knights
Previous ranking: 5
Points percentage: .750
This week: vs. MIN (March 3); @ SJ (March 5, 6); @ MIN
(March 8)
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The Golden Knights have been stingy of late. Entering this
week's series against the Wild, Vegas had allowed only 10
goals combined in its past seven games. The Golden
Knights also had a perfect 15-for-15 penalty kill in that span.

has been surprisingly productive, tracking for the best pointsper-game and goals-per-game rate of his 15-year career.

4. Boston Bruins

Previous ranking: 6
Points percentage: .605
This week: @ SJ (March 3); vs. ANA (March 5, 6); vs. ARI
(March 8)

Previous ranking: 3
Points percentage: .684
This week: vs. WSH (March 3, 5); vs. NJ (March 7); @ NYI
(March 9)
Norris Trophy voters tend to skew toward defensemen with
big point production. So while Charlie McAvoy's all-around
game has been fantastic, the fact he's averaging a careerhigh 0.79 points per game (up from 0.48 last season)
portends well for potential hardware.
5. Florida Panthers
Previous ranking: 7
Points percentage: .714
This week: @ NSH (March 4, 6); @ CAR (March 7); @ CBJ
(March 9)
Newcomers Anthony Duclair, Patric Hornqvist, Alex
Wennberg and Carter Verhaeghe have combined for 52
points. But the legacy Panthers have made major
contributions as well, including high-end play from veterans
Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Aaron Ekblad and
Keith Yandle.

9. Colorado Avalanche

Thanks to some blueliner injuries, Samuel Girard and Devon
Toews both played 25 minutes against the Wild last week.
Their increased role is a trend coach Jared Bednar sees
continuing. "I think it's going to go up," Bednar said Monday.
10. Washington Capitals
Previous ranking: 11
Points percentage: .667
This week: @ BOS (March 3, 5); @ PHI (March 7); vs. NJ
(March 9)
A positive turnaround trend for the Caps here. They began
the season 0-3-2 in matinee games. After taking three
straight afternoon games from New Jersey, an early start
time is no longer a liability. (Next matinee: March 28 vs. the
Rangers).
11. Winnipeg Jets

6. Philadelphia Flyers

Previous ranking: 10
Points percentage: .659
This week: @ MTL (March 4, 6); @ TOR (March 9)

Previous ranking: 8
Points percentage: .658
This week: @ PIT (March 4, 6); vs. WSH (March 7); vs. BUF
(March 9)

If the Jets are losing late, do not count them out. Winnipeg
has trailed following the second period in eight games this
season, but they've won four of them; that's tied with the
Pens for the league lead in such comebacks.

The vintage Ghost Bear is back! That's the trend for the
Flyers, who have seen much better play from Shayne
Gostisbehere. He's thriving through tough assignments on
the top pairing with Ivan Provorov, and the offensive
production (which we expect of him) is starting to follow.
(We'll admit Tuesday's loss to the Penguins was a rough one
for this pairing.)

12. New York Islanders

7. Minnesota Wild
Previous ranking: 17
Points percentage: .658
This week: @ VGS (March 3); @ ARI (March 5, 6); vs. VGS
(March 8)
The Wild outscored opponents 27-10 during a recent sixgame winning streak, but the best trend lately is the even
contribution throughout the lineup. Six players scored three
goals during the streak, and even the fourth line of Nico
Sturm, Nick Bonino and Nick Bjugstad was producing.
8. Carolina Hurricanes
Previous ranking: 4
Points percentage: .705
This week: vs. DET (March 4); vs. FLA (March 7); vs. NSH
(March 9)
When we talk about the Canes, we often gush about their
dynamic youngsters. But in his age-32 season, Jordan Staal

Previous ranking: 14
Points percentage: .636
This week: vs. BUF (March 4, 6, 7); vs. BOS (March 9)
The Isles had 22 overtime or shootout wins during the past
two seasons. This season, the magic just isn't there. New
York is 0-3 in overtime in 2021, and 0-1 in the shootout. All of
those losses came to Pennsylvania-based teams.
13. Chicago Blackhawks
Previous ranking: 16
Points percentage: .609
This week: vs. TB (March 4, 5, 7); @ DAL (March 9)
In his age-32 season, Patrick Kane is tracking for his best
points-per-game rate (1.48) of his career, and he just scored
goal No. 400; interestingly, he became the first player in NHL
history to reach the milestone with an even 200 at home, 200
away.
14. Edmonton Oilers
Previous ranking: 9
Points percentage: .583
This week: vs. TOR (March 3); vs. CGY (March 6); vs. OTT
(March 8)
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Maybe it's a fluke, maybe it's a positive trend. The Oilers
have played four games with zero days rest. They have gone
4-0 in those second halves of the back-to-backs, averaging
5.75 goals in those games.
15. Pittsburgh Penguins
Previous ranking: 13
Points percentage: .595
This week: vs. PHI (March 4, 6); vs. NYR (March 7, 9)
The Penguins know that their deficiency on special teams is
starting to become problematic. Pittsburgh is No. 24 in the
league in both the penalty kill and power play. "It's just not
good enough," coach Mike Sullivan said of the PK recently.
"We've got to be better."
16. St. Louis Blues
Previous ranking: 15
Points percentage: .591
This week: @ ANA (March 3); @ LA (March 5, 6); @ SJ
(March 8)
The Blues are used to getting offensive production from their
blue line. They had a league-high 45 goals by defensemen
last season, and it's encouraging that despite bad injury luck,
it's still a trend. The Blues have 12 goals from defensemen
so far.
17. Los Angeles Kings
Previous ranking: 18
Points percentage: .550
This week: vs. ARI (March 3); vs. STL (March 5, 6); @ ANA
(March 8)
The most encouraging trend for the Kings (along with their
recent six-game winning streak) is the way they have
blended in young faces with veterans. That said, the
resurgence of Dustin Brown and Anze Kopitar has been a
pleasure to watch.
18. Arizona Coyotes
Previous ranking: 24
Points percentage: .500
This week: @ LA (March 3); vs. MIN (March 5, 6); @ COL
(March 8)
The Yotes have had a penchant for falling into 3-0 holes
lately. Sometimes they are able to get out of it -- see: two
thrilling comeback wins over the Ducks -- but it's not a great
habit.
19. Dallas Stars
Previous ranking: 21
Points percentage: .471
This week: vs. CBJ (March 4, 6); vs. NSH (March 7); vs. CHI
(March 9)
The most troubling trend for the Stars is that while they've
had a slow start, their schedule going forward is quite
unforgiving. Dallas is in the middle of a 70-day stretch
featuring 40 games, with no more two-day breaks.

20. Calgary Flames
Previous ranking: 25
Points percentage: .478
This week: vs. OTT (March 4); @ EDM (March 6); vs. OTT
(March 7)
Calgary just can't find consistency. The Flames have strung
together more than a two-game winning streak just once this
season. And their six losses in the past two weeks have
been by a combined score of 25-6. Not great.
21. Montreal Canadiens
Previous ranking: 12
Points percentage: .595
This week: vs. WPG (March 4, 6); @ VAN (March 8)
The Habs have crashed hard since their hot start, costing
Claude Julien his job. It's concerning that Carey Price isn't in
top form. The goaltender has a .893 save percentage this
season, picking up only two wins in his past seven starts.
22. Nashville Predators
Previous ranking: 28
Points percentage: .455
This week: vs. FLA (March 4, 6); @ DAL (March 7); @ CAR
(March 9)
GM David Poile promised a youth movement, but it never
came. As the Predators struggle in their current iteration,
several highly paid veterans -- Mattias Ekholm, Ryan Ellis,
Filip Forsberg and Ryan Johansen are the most attractive -could be traded as soon as this season.
23. New Jersey Devils
Previous ranking: 19
Points percentage: .444
This week: vs. NYR (March 4, 6); @ BOS (March 7); @
WSH (March 9)
The sophomore breakout of Jack Hughes has been fun to
watch, but equally encouraging is the emergence of Pavel
Zacha. The No. 6 pick of the 2015 draft finally looks worthy
of that pedigree, leading the club in points (14), and second
on the team in goals (6).
24. New York Rangers
Previous ranking: 22
Points percentage: .475
This week: @ NJ (March 4, 6); @ PIT (March 7, 9)
The first two months of the Rangers' season had more "wild,
unorthodox things happening" than Chris Kreider said he has
"experienced over the last decade or so." Unfortunately for
the Rangers, it also had them posting a .200 win percentage
in one-goal games, the lowest mark in the league.
25. Columbus Blue Jackets
Previous ranking: 20
Points percentage: .479
This week: @ DAL (March 4, 6); vs. FLA (March 9)
The Blue Jackets have scored first in 16 of their first 23
games this season, which represents the most in the league.
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However a .375 points percentage in those games (6-6-4) is
second worst in the NHL.

week. Now folks are asking whether he has a future in
Buffalo or if this is headed toward an ugly divorce.

26. San Jose Sharks

29. Anaheim Ducks

Previous ranking: 23
Points percentage: .474
This week: vs. COL (March 3); vs. VGS (March 5, 6); vs. STL
(March 8)

Previous ranking: 29
Points percentage: .386
This week: vs. STL (March 3); @ COL (March 5, 6); vs. LA
(March 8)

Some offensive futility in San Jose is becoming troublesome.
Patrick Marleau has not registered a shot on goal in eightplus minutes of power-play time. Erik Karlsson has just one
goal on 32 shots on net this season. And the Sharks have
allowed four or more goals in half of their games.

The Ducks could be an interesting team at the trade
deadline. They're looking for some firepower, as they are the
only team averaging under two goals per game. But they
could also be big dealers, given where they are on the
contention timeline.

27. Vancouver Canucks

30. Detroit Red Wings

Previous ranking: 26
Points percentage: .385
This week: vs. TOR (March 4, 6); vs. MTL (March 8)

Previous ranking: 30
Points percentage: .340
This week: @ CAR (March 4); vs. TB (March 9)

It has become a punchline that the North Division abhors
playing defense, and the Canucks -- allowing 3.46 goals per
game, third most in the league -- are certainly part of that
trend. Vancouver has played better of late, but it's still not
getting results.

The Red Wings' power play has been extremely concerning,
having gone nearly a month without a power-play goal (going
0-for-40 in that span) before breaking the streak last week.
It's clicking at under a 10% rate for the season; the Senators
had the NHL's worst unit in 2019-20, at 14.2%.

28. Buffalo Sabres

31. Ottawa Senators

Previous ranking: 27
Points percentage: .375
This week: @ NYI (March 4, 6, 7); @ PHI (March 9)

Previous ranking: 31
Points percentage: .340
This week: @ CGY (March 4, 7); @ EDM (March 8)

The Sabres aren't getting enough out of their highest paid
wingers. There's a lot of pressure on $9 million-per-year Jeff
Skinner, who was benched for three consecutive games last

Ottawa might have the worst goal differential in the league,
but they do have exciting young players to build around. One
forward trending up is 22-year-old Drake Batherson, who has
eight goals in his past eight games.
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From ‘problem child’ to Director of Hockey Operations, Carolina Hurricanes’ Aaron
Schwartz never gave up on his NHL dream
It’s been a long, winding road through the hockey world for
Hurricanes Director of Hockey Operations Aaron Schwartz.

going to a different school after being expelled. It fuels me
today.

By David P Stein

Because of the struggles he was having in high school,
Schwartz’s hockey trajectory was negatively impacted. And
by the time he was starting to think about where he would
play in college, his resume was already tarnished. “My
resume was always an issue,” as he put it.

Editor’s note: This is a guest article from David P. Stein, who,
through interviews with new Hurricanes Director of Hockey
Operations Aaron Schwartz and many people he crossed
paths with over the years, documented Schwartz’s hockey
journey.
The hockey story of Aaron Schwartz began over 30 years
ago at the Glenview Stars Hockey Association in suburban
Chicago, where he was taught on the ice by the likes of
career coaches Myles Gottainer and Sylvain Turcotte.
“When he was growing up, I used to talk with his dad all the
time,” said Turcotte, a goalie at the University of Vermont
from 1977-1981. “He comes from a good family. Aaron didn’t
let anything keep him down. If he didn’t make a team, he
always kept at it.”
As a three-year-old old boy from Glenview, Illinois, it didn’t
take long for Schwartz to fall in love with the game. Between
just being out on the ice, and going to Chicago Blackhawks
games with his father during the early 1990s, Schwartz’s life
has always revolved around hockey.
“My dad and I used to go to Blackhawks games when I was
younger and I can remember going to school the next day
and I would have no voice because I was screaming and
yelling the whole game,” Schwartz remembers vividly.
To date, Schwartz’s journey has been one of intense
turbulence, but also one of deep faith, perseverance,
devotion to the sport, and redemption.
“I don’t take no for an answer, and I don’t give up,” said
Schwartz, who was appointed Director of Hockey Operations
for the Carolina Hurricanes on Jan. 8, just prior to the start of
the 2021 regular season. “I learned that from both my mom
and dad. They both owned their own businesses. My dad’s
actually still in business. Believe it or not, he’s got a retail
party store even though everybody’s moved online and
there’s pretty much no business left. He just doesn’t give up,
and that’s kind of where I learned that from.”
Schwartz’s journey to this point is admirable because he’s
truly always been the underdog. In fact, his road as a
teenager growing up in the northern suburbs of Chicago was
a tumultuous one, and he regularly found himself getting into
trouble as a high school student.
“I was suspended from my last year of high school, and got
kicked out,” he said. “I had to go to what was basically a
special education school, and my parents had to fight to
keep me on the high school hockey team because I was now

Schwartz wound up playing club hockey for DePaul
University in Chicago, in the American Collegiate Hockey
Association from 2004 through 2007. But as he stated, this
level of competition was a ways away from any of the
Division 1 programs at a major hockey school.
“The ACHA is a collegiate level of hockey that had the boys
more focused on what bar to go to after the game than what
systems were in place on the fore-check,” Schwartz said. “I
had a lot of fun, but I wasn’t very good. I partied more than
most people should be allowed to in several generations
combined.”
After getting cut in his senior year at DePaul, Schwartz was
once again at a crossroads.
“It wasn’t until I was cut from my college team my senior year
that I realized that the end of competitive hockey was fast
approaching,” said Schwartz, who decided to take a year off
from school in order to sign his first professional contract with
the Battle Creek Revolution of the All American Hockey
League. “I didn’t want to get a shitty nine-to-five job and sit
behind a desk like everyone else. I wanted to fulfill my
childhood dream of being a professional hockey player. So, I
spent that summer in the gym and on the ice, every single
day. Sometimes, twice a day.”
Although Schwartz took time to adjust in his first year, he did
manage to record a hat-trick in the same game he scored his
first professional goal. But despite this performance, there
were still plenty of questions swirling around his mind.
“I struggled before, during, and after each game, mentally,”
he said. “I kept saying to myself ‘I don’t belong here.’ Not that
I belonged somewhere else, but I doubted my ability
because of my hockey resume, what I had been told by
former teammates, coaches, and, well, the circumstances of
reality.”
Schwartz returned to DePaul after his first season in Battle
Creek, and completed his Bachelor of Science in Business
Management while still playing playoff games in Battle Creek
on weekends.
He spent most of the season in Battle Creek living in a
rundown apartment that had paper thin walls and smelled
like grease. Perhaps Schwartz’s most vivid memory from that
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season involved a tragic fire from an explosion nearby that lit
his apartment complex on fire.
“My teammates and I immediately ran out to see what was
going on,” Schwartz said. “People were screaming and
running around - it was absolute chaos. One of my
teammates, Ky Moje, caught a baby thrown in desperation
from a second story window by a woman trapped inside the
fire. If I remember correctly, and sadly, two people died that
night in the fire caused, allegedly by a meth lab explosion.”
From Battle Creek, Schwartz had brief stints with the Quad
City Mallards of the CHL and the Fayetteville FireAntz of the
SPHL during the 2011-2012 season, but he wasn’t able to
stick, and once again he felt he didn’t have the tools to make
it in professional hockey.
Pretty soon, Schwartz was back home in Chicago where he
was practicing, training and preparing for his next opportunity
to play somewhere when called upon. At the same time, he
was bartending on weekends to make ends meet so that he
could pay for his gym membership and ice slot fees.
Eventually, Schwartz got a call from Paul Gardner, who was
coaching the Bloomington Blaze of the CHL at the time.
Gardner wanted Schwartz to play that night against the
Dayton Gems.
“Aaron’s resume came through with lots of others,” said
Gardner, who played 447 games in the NHL and is a
member of the 200 goal club. “I didn’t have him right off the
start, but once one of our first injuries happened and the
season started, I needed players quickly. And because he
was close, I brought him in and he fit in right away.”
From 1998 until 2003, Gardner was also an assistant to
Barry Trotz on the Nashville Predators coaching staff.
Gardner had high praise for Schwartz’s tenacity and work
ethic, something he could spot right away.
“There was one time where we played at 7 o’clock, and I
called him at 4 to come play,” Gardner said. “It was a two
hour drive but he still drove in to play and get into the lineup.
He played defense, he played forward, and just would do
anything he could.”
Meanwhile, there was still a voice in Schwartz’s head telling
him he didn’t belong. His fellow teammates and opponents
had mostly played Division I NCAA or major juniors while
Schwartz had played high school hockey and college hockey
at the club level. But with the CHL now on his resume, he
turned his sights toward opportunities in Europe, and
eventually signed with HC Trutnov of the Czech Republic.
“No one spoke English and I certainly didn’t speak Czech,”
Schwartz said. “Some of my teammates lived in the hotel
with me and we communicated and started to become
friends with the use of Google translate –provided there was
WIFI. The long bus rides encompassed classic American
comedy movies dubbed over in Czech. Every post game
meal included a local beer and heavy Czech food.”
When his season ended in the Czech Republic, Schwartz
was owed a couple weeks of pay and a flight back to
Chicago. He never saw the money, nor was he reimbursed
for his flight home to the United States.

“I filed a grievance with the Czech Hockey Federation but
never saw a dime. I got to travel Europe and played hockey,
for a living, in a foreign country. It was all worth it,” he said.
.From the Czech Republic, Schwartz returned to North
America in 2012. Unfortunately for him, the NHL lockout
meant that the AHL and ECHL would be filled with talent
from hockey’s top league.
But he still managed to sign with the Utah Grizzlies of the
ECHL, and although he only lasted a couple weeks before
being released, he became friends with former
NHLer Riley Armstrong before heading to Kansas City for his
next opportunity to play for the Missouri Mavericks.
While playing with the Mavericks, Schwartz sustained a
concussion after being on the receiving end of a major hit.
“I went into the training room barely able to move my arm
and was severely concussed,” Schwartz said. “Trainer said I
was done, I refused to listen. I knew I had to show the coach
that I was tough. I tried to finish the game and took another
shift. I was barely able to pass the puck. I was in a lot of pain
and my head hurt bad. I didn’t want to tell anyone that I had
a concussion because I knew that I would lose my spot.”
While injured, the Mavericks released Schwartz, who once
again found himself back home in Chicago trying to figure
out what his next move was going to be.
He began the 2013-14 season by signing with HC Orli
Znojmo in the Austrian league, formerly known as the EBEL.
By the end of that season, he had played for a few teams,
including HK Nitra and HK Dukla Trenčín in the Slovakian
Extraliga.
Trencin’s General Manager was Robert Svehla, who enjoyed
a successful NHL career as a defenseman for both the
Florida Panthers and Toronto Maple Leafs between 19952003.
“I stayed the night at his house and moved into my
apartment the next day,” Schwartz said. “It seemed to be a
legitimate club and it had a ton of history. This was where
Hossa, Gaborik, and several other Slovak NHL stars played
before the NHL.”
From Trencin, his next stop was to Katowice, Poland, where
Schwartz’s already wild ride through Europe got even
crazier. But as it turned out, the Polish Ekstraliga eventually
found itself in a lockout, and Schwartz and some of his
teammates were told they couldn’t be paid anymore and
would have to leave.
Schwartz played in four exhibition games for Katowice
against Slovak Extraliga teams.
After playing for four different teams in three months while
floating around Eastern Europe like a lost soul, Schwartz
knew his playing dream was basically over.
“I knew I had to retire, but I didn’t want to actually make the
decision. I spent my whole life chasing this dream and I
didn’t want it to end,” he said.
Before leaving Poland, Schwartz and a couple of his
teammates were involved in a standoff with Polish mob
members over a payment settlement. As the hockey team’s
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enforcer, Schwartz was on the front lines. Fortunately, things
never got physical and he soon returned to Chicago in order
to prepare for life beyond playing professional hockey.
“I got back to Chicago and had not the slightest clue of what I
was going to do,” Schwartz said. “I started sending resumes
out and contacting the hockey community in hopes of finding
a job. I had offers to coach, but for nominal money. I needed
something that was as cut-throat as professional hockey.
Schwartz eventually decided to go to law school, so he
began to study for the LSATs. On his first attempt, he scored
a below-average score, not nearly good enough for any of
the top schools. But determined to rise above, Schwartz
studied harder and took the LSATs a second time.
In 2015, Schwartz enrolled at the John Marshall Law School
in Chicago.
“Here I was again as the underdog,” Schwartz said. “Barely
getting in and already thinking I wouldn’t have what it takes. I
was imagining sitting in the dean’s office being asked to
leave for poor grades, similar to how it had panned out time
and time again in hockey.”
Instead of allowing his fear of failure to overwhelm him,
Schwartz decided to apply many of the lessons he learned in
hockey to his path towards becoming a lawyer.
“Hard work, focus, and calm under pressure,” he said. “I
reminded myself to keep my sights on achieving my goal.
Every time I wasn’t studying I knew someone else was. I
knew someone else was working harder than me, just like in
hockey. So, I spent every minute of free time I had studying.”
Graduating in 2018 in the top three percent of his class,
Schwartz went on to work for the Washington Capitals as a
legal intern, and then the Montreal Canadiens as a
consultant to John Sedgewick. Prior to joining the
Hurricanes, Schwartz had also been an attorney for two
years at the Seiden Law Group in Chicago.
Over the last couple years, Schwartz has gotten plenty of
practical experience in the legal world, even outside of
hockey. For example, last year Schwartz argued a federal
criminal appeal before the United States Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit; a case which received
national recognition. Schwartz’s opponent in that matter was
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Scott Meisler, formerly the
appellate specialist for the Mueller Investigation.
Schwart’z first dream might’ve been to lift the Stanley Cup as
a player, but he’ll be glad to achieve that goal as part of his
second hockey life as an NHL executive.
“That’s everyone’s goal, and especially here in Carolina,
we’re not settling for just making the playoffs,” Schwartz said.
“We’re always trying to make our team better in order to
achieve that goal, but I’m also stepping in at a time where
most of the work has been done the last three or four years.”
Prior to joining the Hurricanes, Schwartz interviewed for
executive positions with both the Arizona Coyotes and the
American Hockey League. After being rejected for those
positions, Schwartz’s wife continued to keep things positive.
“My wife told me I was on the right path,” he said. “She said
there’s a reason that you didn’t get those other jobs because

it’s leading you to where you are now. And I never believed it
of course, until it happened.”
Since getting the job in Carolina, Schwartz has heard from
many who’ve crossed his hockey path, like Gardner.
“I was thrilled for him,” Gardner said. “He wrote to me about
a day or two before it became public that he had gotten the
job. He was thanking people who had known in hockey, and
who had helped him along the way, and I was one of them.
That made me feel really good.”
Others, like trainer Rob Rosmis of the Chicago Wolves, were
overjoyed for Schwartz. Having trained with Schwartz over
the years, Rosmis got to witness his devotion to hockey and
to getting better every day.
“He’s probably one of the most dedicated guys I’ve ever
known,” said Rosmis, who believes that all the relationships
Schwartz has been able to cultivate through his various
hockey endeavors are going to pay dividends for him and the
Hurricanes. “We started our friendship playing hockey
together, and when I went to join the Wolves as their
strength and conditioning coach, he trained with us in the
summertime with a couple local players who came home
after the season.
“I think it’s helped him up until this point because he’s
established relationships that really revolve around the
players and always doing the best for the players. I think in
his role, and being more of a player advocate has been
probably one of his strongest attributes.”
Schwartz was also a player agent and advisor in Sweden for
Alterno Management from 2014-2017, where he thrived in
his ability to connect with hockey people.
“He helped a lot. He helped me sign all of my contracts in
Europe,” said Jean-François Jacques, who played for the
Edmonton Oilers from 2005-2011.
But after playing his final NHL games for the Anaheim Ducks
during the 2011-2012 season, Jacques eventually left North
America to go play in Austria and Germany.
“If I had to sum up the kind of service and representation I
got from Aaron in two words, I’d say he was dedicated and
compassionate to all of his clients,” added Jacques.
Former New York Islanders defenseman Bruno Gervais was
another of Schwartz’s clients, and he echoed these very
sentiments.
“He’s one of those guys who’s willing to do whatever it takes.
He was learning and he was putting in the work. He’s the
type of guy who always wants to keep on building,” said
Gervais, who is now a television analyst with the frenchCanadian network RDS.
The emptiness Schwartz felt when he eventually conceded
that his professional playing days would be ending was
unlike any other he’s ever felt, but as he continues to keep
on figuring out, his hockey journey is far from over.
It was always Schwartz’s dream to make it to the NHL, and
although it didn’t happen for him as a player, he recalls being
inspired by the words of Martin St. Louis during the 2018
Hockey Hall of Fame induction ceremonies.
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“For all the kids out there listening, follow your dream,
believe in yourself. When it seems like all the doors are
closing, look for a window and find a way in. The reason that
some people don’t reach their full potential is because they
quit too soon. Maybe most importantly be a good teammate
both on the ice and in life,” St. Louis said in front of the
hockey world.

Schwartz often felt unwanted or unsure of himself throughout
his days as a player, but that is no longer the case. He and
his wife just bought a home in Raleigh because the
Hurricanes truly are the first organization to show this much
faith in him at any level, and that could be because he finally
belongs.

Lorentz’s first goal sees Canes past Predators
The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 42 at Bridgestone Arena Tuesday night.
By Ryan Henkel

Saros would finish the period, but did not return for the
second and was not on the team’s bench. The Predators put
out a statement saying that his status would be updated
tomorrow.

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 42 Tuesday night at Bridgestone Arena.

But a change in net didn’t change the fates for Nashville and
another Carolina Hurricane found their first career NHL goal.

After playing seven straight against the other top teams in
the division, it was apparent that the Canes were playing a
team that has been struggling of late, but the long grind
seemed to catch the Hurricanes near the tail end of the
game.

Hounding around in the slot, Steven Lorentz made no
mistake with picking his corner as he roofed a loose puck
into the top-right of the net.

At the start, the Hurricanes did not seem like a team that had
played five games in seven days, including being on the tail
end of a back-to-back that saw the team not arrive until early
in the morning, as the team came flying out of the gate.
Even an early penalty kill couldn’t swing the momentum of
the game for the Predators as the Hurricanes had several
breakaway opportunities and before long, the Canes were on
the board.
It was almost a replay of the game-winning goal from the
previous night, but this time, featuring a twist. With offsetting
penalties leaving each team to play 4-on-4, it was Martin
Necas this time with a brilliant, no-look, spinning pass right to
Sebastian Aho’s tape for the hammer home.
And a few minutes later, the Canes got a power play chance
of their own and they needed only six seconds of it to extend
the lead.
Jordan Staal won the faceoff back to Dougie Hamilton, who
walked the line, waited for his chance and sent the puck on
net where Vincent Trocheck smoothly tipped it past Juuse
Saros.

Even though we’ve seen a few nominations for celly of the
year in just the past two games alone, Lorentz might have
shot up the rankings with his emphatic reaction.
It was all smiles from him and his teammates as the seventh
round pick, who worked his way through the organization,
finally got his first.
The Predators didn’t go quietly though. On a mid-third period
power play, it was Calle Jarnkrok beating out a Carolina
defender to the net for the easy tap in on a great feed from
Nick Cousins along the boards.
And only 2:17 later, it was a shot from the blueline that
deflected multiple times before finding its way in.
The Predators kept pushing, but James Reimer and the
Carolina defense held the fort from there and an Aho emptynetter sealed the win, 4-2.
The Hurricanes will return home to take on the Detroit Red
Wings March 4 where fans will be welcomed in for the first
time this season.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Aho, Lorentz, Reimer speak after win in Nashville
The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 42 at Bridgestone Arena Tuesday night. After the game, head
coach Rod Brind’Amour, as well as Sebastian Aho, Steven
Lorentz and James Reimer spoke to the media.
By Ryan Henkel and Andrew Schnittker
The Hurricanes pulled out their third straight win Tuesday
night with a 4-2 win in Nashville, thanks in large part to a pair
of goals from Sebastian Aho, Steven Lorentz’s first NHL goal
and 35 saves from James Reimer.
Lorentz, Aho, Reimer and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the
media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything
they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On Steven Lorentz and if you could say he’s an example for
every young player: How could you not? He’s done
everything right. Really, he could have had a few more goals
here already by this time. He’s had a lot of good chances,
and it was nice to see him get that one, obviously. He’s a
great kid, and he works hard. You root for guys like that.
On if there’s concern about the third-period play: None. I’m
happy. We won. We dominated for two periods. The other
team gets paid a lot of money. And they’re going to come out
and play hard in the third period. I’ll take this all day long.
Three in four nights, travel, getting in at 3 in the morning,
there’s absolutely zero to be negative about.
On James Reimer: At the end, when they were on full court
press and they were coming at us, he made two or three
great stops. Any successful team’s going to have
goaltending that comes up big when they need it, and that’s
what we had tonight.
Sebastian Aho
On Steven Lorentz: You feel good for the guy. A guy who
works hard and does everything for the team. He’s a great
kid. I’m sure he’ll play many, many years in this league just
because of his attitude and his work mentality. You’re really,
really happy for the guy.
On the grind of the season and if tonight was hard due to the
back-to-back and amount of games played recently: To be
honest, I felt better today than yesterday. I don’t know why.
It’s tough, but it’s tough for everyone I feel like. It’s a tight
schedule. It’s a mental thing. I don’t think the issue is the
physical side because we have way less travel and stuff like
that, so I feel that it’s more of a mental grind. If you can
prepare yourself every night, then you’ll feel fine and I think
that’s what happened today. We were really good in the first
two periods especially. We were ready to battle and the guys
were flying out there.
On growing chemistry with Martin Necas: He’s a great
player. You just know with those little give-and-goes that if I
pass to him, he’s going to look for me back. If he passes it to
me, I’m going to look for him back. It’s just one of those little
things, just trusting in your linemate out there. I kind of know
how he thinks the game and that definitely helps. It was a
great pass by him today.

Steven Lorentz
On if his first goal was everything he thought it would be:
Yes, it was. I think we just made a good play coming into the
offensive zone there. We caught a break there with their
defenseman falling down. We just did a good job of throwing
it at the net. It went up into the air and I found the loose puck
and was fortunate enough to put it on net. I know he’s a big
goalie so I just tried to raise it and it found a corner. I’m so
happy it went in. i don’t remember what happened
afterwards. I don’t really know what I did, but the boys were
telling me that I was pretty excited and that I celebrated big.
I’m happy we were able to stave them off at the end there.
They did make a bit of a late push, but Reimer did a great job
of holding us in there. We’re happy to come away with the
two points and end this road trip.
On James Reimer joking that he let in a few goals to make
his goal the game winner: He said something there
afterwards and made a little joke. It’s just the kind of guy he
is. He’s just gonna let in a few to let me have the game
winner. He said that I owe him something. But, no. He really
did play such a great game and we did have a few lapses
throughout later in the second and into the third period, but
he’s been such a rock for us. He stood on his head and he
made some big saves. We’re obviously very happy to end
this road trip on a positive note.
On getting closer and closer to that first goal and gaining
confidence: I think our line has done a really good job in the
Really since day one, I think with Rod showing his trust in me
and playing me for more minutes than... I don’t want to say
more than I deserve, but he really put some trust in me since
the word ‘Go’ and whether some nights I’ve earned them or
others not so much, he’s done a good job coaching me
throughout the whole time. The fact that he puts me out there
for some of those minutes in key situations, it really gives me
some confidence moving forward. It gives me confidence
whether in the o-zone or d-zone and in carrying the
puck.past four to five games just sustaining some offensive
zone pressure. We’re an energy line and we’ve done a good
job creating some energy. Some of the other guys have
gotten on the scoresheet lately, [Martinook] and [Paquette]
both have goals this season, but it was only a matter of time
before our line chipped in offensively again and tonight we
were fortunate to do so. The fourth line, we’ve just got to
keep buzzing and keep creating the energy that we’ve been
doing. I’m happy with tonight’s performance.
On if there was ever any doubt for him in reaching the NHL: I
don’t really want to say there was doubt. I think there were
some times where I kind of put things up in the air and just
questioned how things would play out, but I don’t like looking
at things too long term. I just kept things in my perspective
that I could control. When I got sent to the ECHL, I could
have just hung my head and pouted, but I think I really just
wanted to stick with it and learn from the great group of guys
that we had playing in that East Coast league. I learned from
some great players on that team and I just gained some
experience and pointers along the way. I just feel like I’ve
done that at every level. It’s just so much fun to come to the
rink everyday and again with putting things in perspective, I
get to play hockey everyday. You come to the rink and learn
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from the best players in the world and that just motivates you
to be better and better and then when young guys come up
through the ranks, then it’s your turn to pass on that
knowledge too. I’ve gotten some tremendous help along the
way and again I’m so happy to be here in this situation and
being able to contribute tonight was just the cherry on top.
On his linemates: You know what each of those guys brings
to the table every night. They’re not going to get too fancy
and you expect them to get pucks in and out to the lines. It’s
cliche, but that’s our job. We can’t be turning pucks over.
Anytime we get offensive zone shifts or sustained pressure,
or we create energy which is our role, that’s a positive for us.
We’ve done that a lot lately and I think our matchups against
the other team’s fourth lines, we’ve really dominated them
some nights. That’s something we need to just keep rolling
with and building on every night. With each passing game
you get to know some guys’ tendencies and it makes it
easier to play with those guys. They were very happy for me
when that puck went in. They knew how bad I wanted it. I’ve
had some chances these past few games that haven’t gone
in, so it makes me so happy to know those guys are all
excited for me too. The team comradery here is just so nice.
Everyone is just one big family, so it’s nice to be a part of
and it’s nice to contribute.
James Reimer
On giving up a couple so Lorentz could have a game-winning
goal: That was the game plan going into the third. Obviously
he got his first one, so that’s special, but you always want it
to be the game winner. So I knew I had to let two in, so that
was the plan.
On what went so well for him: This team, they really have a
workhorse mentality. They have a good forecheck and they
can cycle the puck. They get it up top and you get guys
crashing the net. So I think as a goalie, you have to fight to
try and get to your sightlines and get those lanes so you can
see it. Usually as a goalie, when you’re seeing it, it’s a result
of how well your teammates are battling in front of you to
clear guys out, tie up sticks and create those lanes for you.

So the guys are working incredibly hard right now. Obviously
our schedule is pretty tough and back to back with travel. It
was kind of an old school back-to-back. The guys just dug in
and left everything on the ice. I’m really proud of them.
On third periods: I think we’d rather win 10-0, but you never
like to give up leads in the third. You want to be a team that
when you’re up going into the third, it’s lights out for your
opponent. You want them to be defeated before they even
touch the ice for the third. But it doesn’t always work out that
way. There’s a lot of parity in the league, two good teams
and a lot of pride too. So you kind of know with a team down
3-0, they’re going to throw everything. They started to gain a
little momentum, and we bent but didn’t break. The character
we have in here to dig and dig and dig no matter what, if
you’re up by three or you’ve lost the lead, it’s incredible.
Tonight, we found a way, and I think when it comes down to
it that’s the most important thing.
On the challenges of the schedule: One thing that’s hard,
and maybe it’s harder for goalies, I’ve never been a forward
or a d man so I’ll let them answer that, I think sometimes is a
lack of practice time. Because you’re playing so much,
obviously you need your rest so you can perform for the
games. We don’t practice much, and I think for a goalie,
you’re always trying to work on your technical game, being
sharp and being solid. So we’ve done a good job finding
those times to make sure we can get some work in, but
usually we have a couple practices a week, and now we get
one practice in one week. So I think that’s one of the hard
things about having a lot of games.
On Steven Lorentz: He’s an awesome guy. He’s definitely
one of the good guys. He’s humble and he works hard. He
does what he’s told and he’s always willing to listen and
learn. So along with that, he’s got a ton of skill and uses his
size well. He’s got some good speed too. So he’s awesome
and it’s big for us to have him on the team. But back end of
back to backs, that’s where the young legs going. The young
guys have the fresh young legs, so they can be buzzing out
there and carrying the veteran guys. That’s always
sometimes the joke, so he did his part tonight.
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Jarvis reassigned to Portland
The Chicago Wolves announced Tuesday that rookie center
Seth Jarvis has been reassigned to the Portland
Winterhawks (WHL) by the Carolina Hurricanes (NHL).
Jarvis, who turned 19 on Feb. 1, leaves Chicago as the
American Hockey League’s leading scorer with 11 points
(7G, 4A) in nine games. The Hurricanes’ first-round pick in
the 2020 NHL Entry Draft also ranks second among AHL
players in goals — trailing teammate Rem Pitlick by 1.
Despite the excellent start to his professional career, the
Winnipeg, Manitoba, native returns to Portland in accordance
with the longtime agreement between the National Hockey
League and Canadian Hockey League (comprised of the
Western Hockey League, Ontario Hockey League and
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League).
The agreement states no CHL player can join an AHL team
unless he’s 20 years old or has played four years of junior
hockey. Jarvis (along with Wolves teammates Jamieson
Rees, Ryan Suzuki and Phil Tomasino and other CHL
players) was given special dispensation to start this season
in the AHL while Canada’s junior leagues sorted out their
COVID-related issues and set a schedule to return to play.

With Portland’s WHL opener slated for Thursday, March 18,
the Winterhawks plan to start preseason camp Friday. Jarvis
is eager to return to the team he led with 42 goals and 56
assists in 58 games last year.
“It’s been nice to have fun with these guys here and enjoy
my time,” Jarvis said. “It’d be nice to keep playing here with
these guys, but going back, I think I’m going to enjoy every
moment of it. I think juniors is kind of the best years of your
life. That’s when you make the most friends and have the
most fun. I’ll have fun going back and I don’t want it to affect
my development at all, so a lot of the onus will be on me to
keep pushing myself every day and keep competing.”
The Wolves are slated to host the Cleveland Monsters at 7
p.m. Friday and 3 p.m. Saturday at the Wolves Training
Facility in Hoffman Estates.
Fans are not permitted to attend in accordance with Illinois
Department of Public Health safety guidelines, but fans can
place their smiling faces inside the building with a limitededition St. Patrick’s Day-inspired cutout placed in the Wolves
Fan Gallery, presented by Hefty. To learn how to purchase a
cutout, click here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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Hurricanes end road trip with 4-2 victory over Nashville Predators

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MARCH 02, 2021 07:32 PM,

Steven Lorentz is one of those guys who always seems to be smiling,
and his smile got a little wider Tuesday.
The rookie center scored the first goal of his NHL career as the Carolina
Hurricanes held on in the third period to edge the Nashville Predators 4-2
at Bridgestone Arena and close out their road trip with three straight
wins.

two minutes later, Nashville had made it a one-goal deficit with 12
minutes left in regulation.
“We bent but we didn’t break,” Reimer said.
The Canes lost third-period leads against the Panthers before regrouping
to win in a shootout and then overtime Monday. But Brind’Amour said he
had no complaints Tuesday about the third.
“None,” he said. “I’m happy we won. We dominated for two periods,
again. The other team gets paid a ton of money and they’re going to
come out and play hard in the third period.
“I’ll take this all day long. Three (games) in four nights, travel, getting in at
3 in the morning. There’s absolutely zero to be negative about on my
part.”
News Observer LOADED: 03.03.2021

Sebastian Aho scored twice — the Canes’ first and last — but the
Lorentz goal would prove to be his first NHL game-winner after the
Predators made a hard third-period push and scored twice.

1184172

Lorentz, playing his 12th NHL game, said Canes goalie James Reimer
jokingly told him that he “let in a couple” in the third so that his goal would
be the winner.

Detroit Red Wings implode in second period in 4-1 loss to Columbus
Blue Jackets

“That’s just the kind of guy he is,” Lorentz said. “He played a great game.
He’s been such a rock for us.”
Lorentz’s goal came in the second period as the Canes’ fourth line
supplied both energy and offense. After a Jordan Martinook pass glanced
off Nashville defenseman Ben Harpur, bounced up in the air and fell into
the slot, Lorentz jumped on the loose puck and fired a rising shot to beat
Pekka Rinne.
“I really don’t know what I did after it but the boys said I celebrated big,”
Lorentz said.
For a former seventh-round draft pick who paid his hockey dues in the
ECHL and American Hockey League, it was a memorable moment and
his on-ice celebration oozed with excitement and satisfaction.
“He’s a great kid,” Aho said. “I’m sure he’ll play many, many years in this
league just because of his attitude and work mentality. You’re really,
really happy for the guy.”
But Lorentz and the Canes (15-6-1) had a lot of work to do in the third.
The Preds (10-12-0), in the words of Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour,
threw a “full-court press” at Reimer, who faced 17 shots in the third and
finished with 36 saves in earning his 10th win of the season.
The Preds’ Filip Forsberg had eight shots in the game, including two in
the final few minutes before Aho’s empty-net goal sealed the win with 14
seconds remaining.
Aho and Vincent Trocheck scored in the first period, Trocheck getting his
12th on a power play, and the Lorentz goal made it 3-0. The Predators
(10-12-0) seemingly had little life with a few key players, including Ryan
Ellis, out of the lineup with injuries or on the NHL COVID protocol list.
But Calle Jarnkrok scored a power-play goal six minutes into the third,
and when Mattias Ekholm knocked a shot past Reimer a little more than

Detroit Red Wings

HELENE ST. JAMES

The Detroit Red Wings' performance resembled their previous outing.
The Wings played an even game with their opponent for a stretch, then
disintegrated. Just as Sunday's effort dissolved in a five-goal third period,
the Columbus Blue Jackets, who had been on a five-game skid, erupted
during the second period Tuesday at Nationwide Arena, using a salvo of
shots to build what would become a 4-1 victory.
The loss dropped the Wings to 7-15-3.
It looked promising to start at Columbus, with Anthony Mantha registering
his first point in nine games when he scored on a power play. But a 1-1
game turned lopsided in the second period. Jonathan Bernier, who has
provided such steady goaltending, surrendered three goals in the second
period as the Wings allowed a slew of Grade-A scoring opportunities.
Thomas Greiss, who struggled throughout February and was in net for
Sunday’s 7-2 loss at Chicago, entered the game for the third period.
The Wings had talked about playing with discipline before the game, but
spent nearly seven minutes shorthanded.
Dylan Larkin missed a third straight game with an upper-body injury, but
Robby Fabbri, who also sat out Sunday, was back. There was no
indication Tyler Bertuzzi will be back anytime soon, as he has yet to
practice after leaving Jan. 30's game with an upper-body injury.
The Wings wore their "Reverse Retro" alternate jerseys, a modern twist
on a mix of sweaters they wore in 1998 when they won their ninth
Stanley Cup championship, and for 2017's Centennial Classic.
Power play strikes again
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The Wings suffered a setback on their first power play — Bobby Ryan
took a nice shot on Joonas Korpisalo, but the rebound squirted past four
Wings players and created an odd-man rush that led to a goal by Cam
Atkinson. When Ryan drew a penalty from Seth Jones at the 14-minute
mark of the first period, things went better. Ryan fed the puck to Christian
Djoos at the blue line; he found Mantha at the top of the left circle.
Mantha wired a wrist shot that went five-hole, at 15:46. That was the
Wings' third power play goal in three games after going without for 14
games and 40 straight man advantages.
Bernier shelled
Jones put the puck in the net early in the second period but the Wings
successfully challenged the play as offsides. Riley Nash made it 2-1 at
7:26 on a laser shot from the right circle, and Jack Roslovic converted at
9:16 while Patrik Nemeth was in the penalty box, deflecting Zach
Werenski’s shot. A chance to regain some momentum during a power
play ended after 23 seconds, when Djoos was called for hooking, setting
up 1:37 of four-on-four. Boone Jenner scored from the right circle at
17:37. Werenski (Grosse Pointe) also assisted on that goal, part of a 174 shot advantage in the second period.
Rasmussen returns
Michael Rasmussen made his ninth appearance of the season, and his
first since Jan. 31. He centered a line with Mantha and Mathias Brome
and also was on one of the power play units, with Evgeny Svechnikov,
Adam Erne, Filip Zadina and Filip Hronek. Rasmussen, a 2017 firstround pick, played 62 games in 2018-19 but spent the entire 2019-20
season in the minors adapting to playing center. Putting him in the lineup
over both veteran centers Valtteri Filppula and Frans Nielsen is a sign
the Wings think Rasmussen has made significant progress in making
decisions with the puck. Rasmussen had six points in the seven games
he spent with the Grand Rapids Griffins between his Wings stints.
Detroit Free Press LOADED: 03.03.2021

1184173

Detroit Red Wings

NHL Central Division Misery Index: Detroit Red Wings' new jerseys are
for the bleach, boys

RYAN FORD

The day we’ve all been dreading anticipating acknowledging has finally
arrived.
The Detroit Red Wings will break out their “Reverse Retro” jerseys
Tuesday in Columbus against the Blue Jackets.
Teams across the league have been rolling out Adidas’ hit-and-miss
program the past month, and the Wings are the next-to-last Central
Division squad to trot theirs out for a game. (The Blackhawks donned
theirs for the first time Sunday, and the Stars were scheduled to debut
theirs Feb. 15, but that game was postponed due to Texas’ weather
issues.)
WINGS STOCK REPORT: Evgeny Svechnikov rising, Anthony Mantha
keeps falling
MARCHING FORWARD: How Red Wings can build on February success
— despite ugly ending in Chicago
How to describe them? Most teams have several eras with different logos
and colors to draw from — even the 20-year-old Blue Jackets got reddominant jerseys this year — but the Wings have had essentially the
same crest for 90 years and the same red and white look for that entire
time. (Don’t get us wrong, the Wings’ sweaters are an objectively great
look, especially considering the reds’ ability to hide a mustard stain or

two over the years.) And so, while the Wings were one of eight teams to
get a white “Reverse Retro” theme, the other seven were able to draw on
unconventional looks, from the Wild’s insistence they are the true heirs to
the North Stars’ green and yellow to the Penguins’ war with the Rangers
and Hurricanes over who invented diagonal type.
And while Wings jerseys have taken creative license for multiple outdoor
games — “cream” accents, metallic silver stripes, diagonal sashes —
well, these ones just turned out … white, with their only color coming
from the crest on the front, the numbers on the sleeves, the name and
numbers on the back and silver bands on the elbows and hem. And we
knew this when all 31 jerseys were unveiled in November.
But with each game that passed, there was hope. Maybe the Wings
would keep the sweaters in the equipment closet for the full season?
Maybe they’d fallen prey to one of the many delivery service delays
striking the Midwest this winter? Maybe they’d been delivered to Joe
Louis Arena instead of Little Caesars Arena? (Not that they could have
been worn at the Joe; just going through the doors there somehow adds
a stain or two to everyone’s jersey.)
And then, on Monday, the team announced their debut Tuesday via
Twitter (with a follow-up wearing on Thursday at Carolina).
The moment you've been waiting for...#ReverseRetro: 3/2 and 3/4.
pic.twitter.com/XizSmmKtSh
— Detroit Red Wings (@DetroitRedWings) March 1, 2021
There’s no going back now.
But hey, perhaps they’ll grow on us; maybe the Team Mayonnaise look
will pop under the lights in Columbus and Raleigh in a way it hasn’t in
runway shots, online stores and Photoshopped tweets. Maybe we’ll end
up ordering a new sweater anyway to complete our “alternate jerseys”
collection.
We’ll just have to make sure to leave the mustard off our brats when
we’re wearing it.
But while we eye a No. 54 jersey (for one particular reason), let’s run
through the Central Division’s Misery Index in Week 7 (including Monday
night’s game), from the least miserable to the most.
8. Lightning
This week’s record, goal differential: 4-0-0, +12.
Last week’s ranking: 1.
Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy made three starts this week, allowed two
goals, recorded two shutouts and stopped 79 of the 81 shots he faced,
making him the most successful No. 88 in Florida in February since Dale
Jr. stopped running at Daytona.
7. Blackhawks
This week’s record, goal differential: 3-1-0, +6.
Last week’s ranking: 6.
A good week for No. 88: Part II: Patrick Kane picked up his 400th career
goal Sunday night against the Wings. (They weren’t all Sunday night
against the Wings, it just felt like it, after those five ’Hawks goals in the
third period.) He’s the fourth Blackhawk with at least 400 tallies, following
Bobby Hull (604), Stan Mikita (541) and Steve Larmer (406). NBC
immediately honored the 32-year-old by adding 10 Chicago games to its
April broadcast schedule.
6. Red Wings
This week’s record, goal differential: 2-2-0, -2.
Last week’s ranking: 3.
Let’s chalk Sunday’s loss up to one bad period — five goals in 13:51, oof
— and focus on the positive, even after Dylan Larkin missed both games
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in Chicago: The Wings’ wins over the Preds and ‘Hawks on Thursday
and Saturday, respectively, were their first back-to-back triumphs since
March 2020, and their first back-to-back five-goal games since March
2018.

Final decider and the St. Louis Blues’ series-winning goal against the
Stars in 2019 — even chipped in a goal. So there was that.)

Oh, and THE STREAK ended, as Christian Djoos’ goal with 93 seconds
remaining in the second period Saturday was the Wings’ first power-play
goal in 15 games and 41 man advantages. How long a stretch was that?

This week’s record, goal differential: 0-3-1, -6.

Between Djoos’ goal and Jan. 28, the date of the Wings’ last goal with
the man advantage (scored by Tyler Bertuzzi 7:26 into the third period of
a 7-3 loss in Dallas), every other NHL team scored at least twice on the
power play. The Sharks were the closest to the Wings, with two powerplay scores (on Feb. 11 and Feb. 15), while the Hurricanes seemingly
could not be stopped with the man advantage — 13 scores in 15 games.
5. Predators
This week’s record, goal differential: 3-1-0, +2.
Last week’s ranking: 5.
Two goals and an assist for Eeli Tolvanen this week, but the 21-year is
still working on his mustache skills. It feels like a team that celebrates
with a catfish thrown on the ice ought to have slightly better mustaches
all around.*

1. Blue Jackets

Last week’s ranking: 4.
After benching star center Pierre-Luc Dubois (before trading him to
Winnipeg) and star winger Patrik Laine, coach John Tortorella is now
going after … Zoom meetings? “I hope it gets trashed right away when
we get healthy,” the Columbus Dispatch reported Monday. “When we get
healthy and the world gets healthy and the pandemic is gone, I just hope
this game doesn’t go to that virtual stuff.”
We guess Torts hasn’t seen the “cat lawyer” video yet.
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Detroit Red Wings stock WATCH: Evgeny Svechnikov rising, Anthony
Mantha keeps falling

(*Filip Forsberg excepted, because that ‘stache is glorious.)
MISERY INDEX FLASHBACK

HELENE ST. JAMES

WEEK 6: Red Wings, Predators are perfectly, miserably matched
WEEK 5: Roses are Red (Wings), Jackets are Blue
WEEK 4: Red Wings goalies stop, collaborate and listen
WEEK 3: Wings far from alone in 'Heartbreak Hotel'
WEEK 2: It's not a rivalry until you start talking cat urine
WEEK 1: What if the Big Ten and SEC had a hockey-playing baby?
4. Hurricanes
This week’s record, goal differential: 2-3-0, -5.
Last week’s ranking: 8.
A good week for No. 88, Part III: The three losses in four days to the
Bolts were tough, but the ’Canes redeemed themselves with back-toback road wins over Florida — the first losing streak this season for the
Panthers. The two wins in Sunrise were driven by center Martin Necas,
who followed his shootout winner on Saturday with two assists and the
winning goal in OT on Monday night. Now if only he could drive a
Zamboni, we’d really have something.
3. Panthers
This week’s record, goal differential: 2-1-2, -2.
Last week’s ranking: 7.
Former Alabama star and current Detroit Lions fan base-tormenter Tua
Tagovailoa attended Monday’s loss in Sunrise and finished in a dead
heat in his vowel-off against Panthers rookie Eetu Luostarinen at eight
apiece.
2. Stars
This week’s record, goal differential: 1-3-0, -5.
Last week’s ranking: 2.
At least the Stars picked up a win Wednesday, their first since Feb. 2.
Beyond that, it was a rough week in Florida, including a 5-0 thumping by
Tampa Bay on Saturday that wasn’t even that close and was definitely
not the Stanley Cup Final rematch the Stars were looking for. (Tampa
Bay’s Pat Maroon — who had an assist on the Bolts’ final goal in the Cup

The Detroit Red Wings start March strengthened by back-to-back
victories and a power play that appears to have emerged from a
staggering funk.
The past week ended on a downer but it featured more highlights than
lowlights, and there were some especially encouraging performances
from multiple players. The Wings went 2-2 in series against the Nashville
Predators and Chicago Blackhawks, winning consecutive games for the
first time this season.
Christian Djoos and Evgeny Svechnikov — neither of who was in the
lineup opening night — scored power play goals in the weekend games
against the Blackhawks, ending a drought that dated to Jan. 28 and had
gone on for 40 man-advantage opportunities.
MARCH ON: How the Wings can build on February success — despite
ugly ending in Chicago
Svechnikov leads off this week’s stock watch, which, has more players
rising than falling.
Stock up
Evgeny Svechnikov
It’s nice when good things happen to deserving people. Svechnikov, the
Wings’ first-round pick in 2015, has endured testing times at the pro
level, including sitting out 2018-19 recovering from knee surgery. He was
waived in January, on the taxi squad since mid-February and didn’t get
into the lineup until an injury to Dylan Larkin created an opening.
Svechnikov, 24, came through with a goal and an assist in Saturday’s 5-3
victory at Chicago, and a second goal in Sunday’s 7-2 loss. He would
seem to have earned the right to stay in the lineup, which puts him on
course to realize his dream of playing against his brother, Andrei, when
the Wings are at Carolina Thursday.
[ Wings treatment of Evgeny Svechnikov is unusual. Now, his window is
closing ]
Sam Gagner
While Svechnikov is trying to establish a foothold in the NHL, Gagner is
trying to regain one. He made a strong case with four goals in three
games, including a hat trick. He’s on an expiring contract and could
attract an offer around the trade deadline from a contender looking to
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boost secondary scoring (especially because he shoots right). Gagner,
31, fits in nicely as a stop-gap measure during the rebuild, a highcharacter veteran who provides leadership and pitches in offensively.

Radio: 97.1 FM (Red Wings radio affiliates).

[How Sam Gagner has carved a vital leadership role for the Red Wings ]

Game notes: The teams split a two-game series in January, but are
meeting for just contest Tuesday before taking on different opponents
later in the week. ... A Wings' two-game win streak was broken Sunday
with a 7-2 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks. ... Columbus hosts Detroit
amid a four-game losing streak.

Jonathan Bernier
What a week he had, posting a .935 save percentage and 2.38 goalsagainst average with a 2-1 record. Bernier, 32, has emerged as the No. 1
goaltender, consistently coming up with saves to give his teammates a
chance to win games. Overall, he’s been in net for six of the team’s
seven victories. Bernier is another guy who could draw interest at the
trade deadline, as he’s on an expiring contract. But if general manager
Steve Yzerman parts with Bernier, it’d deprive the Wings of their
steadiest goaltender. There’s nobody in the farm system ready for the
NHL.

• Box score
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Bad second period sends Red Wings to 4-1 loss in Columbus

Filip Zadina
Zadina posted two assists and a plus-two rating in four games. His
competition level has been top-notch, his work ethic on display nearly
every shift. Injuries to Larkin and Robby Fabbri forced tweaks to the
lines, and Zadina has looked very good playing with Gagner and
Vladislav Namestnikov. Zadina, 21, probably isn’t happy with only six
points in 17 games (he missed two weeks in COVID-19 protocol) but the
lack of production isn’t worrisome given how hard he’s working. The
points will come.
HAPPY PROSPECT: Moritz Seider in 'super-happy place' but has sights
set on Wings

Go ahead and blame Tuesday's Red Wings' loss on the retro alternate
jerseys.
Might as well find something to blame for the 4-1 loss in Columbus.
The white jersey, which looked too much like a bland practice jersey to
many on social media (and did not go over well), still looked better than
the Wings did during long stretches in this game.
A particularly brutal second period, where the Wings were out-shot 17-4
(Columbus out-shot the Wings 36-19 in the game), helped snapped a 1-1
tie and send Columbus to the victory.

Stock down
Anthony Mantha
He has become a mainstay in this category, not ideal for a guy signed to
four years, $22.8 million in November. Given how dominant he is when
he really applies himself, Mantha should not be as quiet as he has been,
with no points and a minus-4 rating over the past week. And it’s not like
that was an aberration — he has no points his last eight games, and he
has had a minus rating in five of those. After 23 games, Mantha has just
five goals and four assists and a minus-13 rating. Yzerman could get
offers for 6-foot-5, 234-pound winger, but he might not get fair value.

"We lost too many individual battles, our puck management was very
poor and we got beat up the ice way too much," coach Jeff Blashill said.
"As the momentum shifted away from us, we allowed it to let shift away.
We didn't have any pushback shifts, and that happens when you turn
pucks over and you end up defending.
"We were defending the whole time in the second (period) and chasing
them and that's no way to play hockey."
Anthony Mantha (power play) scored the Wings' goal. The goal, Mantha's
sixth, ended an eight-game point drought for Mantha.

Thomas Greiss
It’s easy in hindsight to contend coach Jeff Blashill should have rode the
hot goalie and started Bernier again Sunday. But Greiss, 35, had to
reappear at some point, and he didn’t impress. Could his teammates
have done a better job in front of him? Absolutely. Did Greiss need to
make more saves, especially in the third period when he allowed five
goals on 10 shots? Ditto. It was his only appearance of the week, and the
numbers were ugly: a .781 save percentage, a 7.00 GAA.
Detroit Free Press LOADED: 03.03.2021

1184175

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News

Detroit Red Wings

Detroit Red Wings lose to Columbus Blue Jackets, 4-1: Game thread
replay

TYLER J. DAVIS

On a night where few Red Wings stood out, Mantha was arguably the
team's best player — something that needs to happen more often this
season.
"Mantha competed, he was one guy, to me, that stood out for our team,"
Blashill said. "He competed and won battles and played the right way. He
wasn't perfect, and nobody is perfect, but he did a real good job. The fact
he got on the scoresheet is a positive for sure because it reinforces
playing the right way.
"But overall, he played the way he has to play to be successful. I was real
happy with Anthony's game tonight."
It was also the Wings' third consecutive game with a power play goal.
But Columbus received goals from Riley Nash, Jack Roslovic (power
play) and Boone Jenner in the second period, Cam Atkinson
(shorthanded) opened the game's scoring in the first period, as the
Jackets (9-10-5) ended a five-game losing streak.
The Blue Jackets have also won 13 of their last 15 games against the
Wings.

Detroit Red Wings (7-14-3) vs. Columbus Blue Jackets (8-10-5)
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday.
Where: Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio.
TV: Fox Sports Detroit.

The Wings (7-15-3) have lost two consecutive games, after having won
two in a row, and play Thursday in Carolina.
"We lost too many battles, too many individual battles," forward Luke
Glendening said. "We have to be better as individuals and do better as a
team. We can't let one mistake compound into more.
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"We have to stop the snowball effect when something goes wrong, it
can't turn into a whole bunch of things that go wrong."

without fear, and I mean that without fear of making mistakes, and
playing physical and being hard on people.

Goaltender Jonathan Bernier allowed four goals in 27 shots, and was
replaced by Thomas Greiss to start the third period.

“In all, the feeling from Ben is he’s taken a huge step from a year ago
and that’s a positive thing for all of us. Hopefully he can come in here,
and it’s a different league, it’s a different animal for sure, but that doesn’t
mean his game doesn’t translate well. I’m hoping it does translate well.”

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here.
"One of those nights he (Bernier) might not have been as sharp and we
weren't as sharp," Blashill said. "And again, we gave up way too many
rush chances. We have to get away from that as a team and give up
those type of rush chances"
The difference in this game was the second period.
Mantha's power play goal, a blast from the hash marks that cleanly beat
Columbus goaltender Joonas Korpisalo (now 6-0 against the Wings in his
career), tied the game 1-1 in the first period and evened out Atkinson's
shorthanded snipe off a 2-on-1 rush.
But Columbus took the game over in the middle period.

Svechnikov, a 2015 first-round pick, had a goal in both of last weekend’s
games in Chicago in his first stint in the Wings’ lineup this season.
Rasmussen played in eight games with the Wings in January, with three
points (all assists).
In seven games with Grand Rapids, Rasmussen has six points (two
goals, four assists).
At 6-foot-6, 229 pounds, Rasmussen has the size and temperament to
become a formidable shutdown center, along with a powerful net-front
presence, the Wings envision him being.

Columbus' Seth Jones had a goal wiped away when a Blashill video
challenge confirmed Jones was off-side, keeping the game tied 1-1.

“One thing to our team is the real size,” Blashill said. “When you play
against teams like Columbus, who protect the middle very well and have
very good defensemen, it’s good to have that kind of size in the lineup.”

"Usually when a goal gets over turned, it gets some momentum for your
team," Glendening said. "But it didn't work for us tonight."

Different routine

Just 19 seconds later, Nash beat Bernier short side from almost the
same spot Jones had scored, and Columbus on its way, leading 2-1.
With Patrik Nemeth off for hooking - he came off the COVID-19 protocol
list a few hours earlier — Roslovic made it 3-1 at 9:16 redirecting a Zach
Werenski's (Grosse Pointe) shot from the point past Bernier.
Jenner capped the second period barrage, set up again by Werenski,
snapping a shot from the low circle that beat Bernier short side.
The game had approximately 2,000 fans in attendance, as Nationwide
Arena began welcoming fans on a limited basis.
"It was nice, a little bit of normalcy coming back to hockey," Glendening
said. "It's nice to have fans. It would have been nice if they were cheering
for you and not against you, but it was nice to have people in the
building."
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Red Wings hopeful Michael Rasmussen can make positive impact in
return

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News

Evgeny Svechnikov took advantage of his opportunity last weekend.
Now, Michael Rasmussen gets his chance.
The Wings recalled Rasmussen from Grand Rapids on Tuesday, given
the injuries to centers Dylan Larkin (upper body) and Robby Fabbri
(lower body).

The Wings had a morning skate in Detroit and flew to Columbus
afterward, a deviation from the normal, pre-pandemic routine.
Normally, teams would fly into a city the night before a game.
But during this shortened, divisional-schedule based season, more teams
are choosing to fly day of game, especially if it’s a short flight between
cities, to limit exposure in hotels.
This was the third time the Wings chose to fly the day of a game. The
other two times were trips to Chicago.
“The more you do it, the more you get used to it,” Blashill said. “Certainly
disruption of routine you worry about, (but) fortunately it’s not really that
taxing. But it is a different routine, and this is the third time, so I’m hoping
we’re even better at it this time than the other last two times, meaning we
start the game really running.”
The strict restrictions for teams on the road also played a factor.
“We’ve spent a lot of nights in hotel rooms in any year, and this year
without the ability to get out and really get outside your hotel room, we
just felt it was important to have those extra nights at home, rather than
have them sitting in a hotel room doing nothing,” Blashill said.
Injury update
Blashill said Larkin, who missed two Chicago games after colliding with
Nashville defenseman Ben Harpur and injuring his left arm in Thursday's
game against the Predators, wouldn't play in the two games this week.
"My guess would be through these next two games, tonight and
Thursday (in Carolina), and then I would hope to have him back when we
see Tampa (next week)," Larkin said. "We have a pretty long break (four
days off after the Carolina game), so we hope to have him back. He's not
on the trip, so he's not going to play (this week's two games)."
Without Larkin, Fabbri or Tyler Bertuzzi (upper body), the Wings have
received much needed secondary scoring.

Fabbri, coach Jeff Blashill said, was a game-time decision Tuesday
against Columbus. But, regardless of whether Fabbri was in the lineup,
Rasmussen — a 2017 first-round draft pick — was for sure going to play,
especially after glowing reports from general manager Steve Yzerman
and Grand Rapids Griffins coach Ben Simon.

"It's an important piece of it," Blashill said. "Hopefully, eventually, we can
get everybody healthy and a lot of them can continue to contribute.
We've gone through long stretches of the season where we couldn't
score enough, and we could have won more games if we had scored an
extra goal a night.

“Reports from Ben and Steve are is that he has played very well; he’s
done a good job,” Blashill said in Tuesday’s pregame Zoom chat with
media. “He’s gone down and done what he needed to do in a short
period of time, in the sense of going down and playing fast and playing

"It's good those guys are scoring and hopefully feeling good about
themselves. We just need to make sure we spread that depth of scoring
as much as we can."
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Bertuzzi missed the entire month of February, after being injured the last
game in January in Florida, and Blashill said Bertuzzi is at least another
week away from returning.
Blashill said Troy Stecher (lower body) remains day-to-day, and Patrik
Nemeth was removed from the COVID-19 protocol list.
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Ex-Red Wing Todd Bertuzzi reportedly arrested on suspicion of drunk
driving

Detroit Red Wings
By Aileen Wingblad awingblad@medianewsgroup.com; @awingblad on
Twitter Mar 2, 2021 Updated 11 hrs ago Comments

Kane reflects on hitting 400-goal mark in NHL career

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS

Patrick Kane recorded his 10th multi-point outing of the season in
Sunday's 7-2 win over the Detroit Red Wings and put on another show
on national television. He continues to strengthen his Hart Trophy case
with 34 points this season, which ranks No. 2 in the NHL's scoring race.
But he also hit another major milestone that captivated the hockey world:
Kane became the 100th player in NHL history to score 400 career goals
and the fourth in franchise history to do so, joining Bobby Hull, Steve
Larmer and Stan Mikita.
"You try not to think about it, but I guess once you get it, it’s kind of nice
to get it out of the way," Kane said. "Just worry about playing good
hockey and playing the way that I know how to play. You try to have that
mindset going into the game but it’s probably in the back of your mind a
little bit, especially once you near that number. Nice to get it over with
tonight."

Former Detroit Red Wings forward Todd Bertuzzi was reportedly arrested
in Auburn Hills on suspicion of drunk driving last Saturday morning.
According to TMZ Sports, Bertuzzi, 46, was pulled over just after
midnight by police officers responding to 911 calls from motorists
reporting a car was swerving all over the road. His car was stopped after
police allegedly saw it run a red light.
Police suspected he was intoxicated, but Bertuzzi refused a Breathalyzer
test so a warrant for a blood draw was subsequently obtained, TMZ
reported.
Oakland County Jail records show Bertuzzi was booked at 3:35 a.m.
Feb. 27 and released the same day at 12:32 p.m.
Auburn Hills Deputy Chief of Police Ryan Gagnon told The Oakland
Press that his department wouldn’t release the name of the person
arrested in the incident until he was officially charged and arraigned.
Toxicology results from the blood draw could take a couple weeks before
they are released to his department, Gagnon said.
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Kane scored the goal in typical Kane fashion, too. He displayed
tremendous patience and stickhandling on a 2-on-1 then fired a wrist
shot past goaltender Thomas Greiss before letting out a big celly.
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"We all knew the situation," head coach Jeremy Colliton said. "I think
there were some guys yelling 'shoot it' from the bench when he’s on the
2-on-1 there. And it wasn't like the puck banked in on his leg, either. It’s a
pretty special goal. Nice for him, for sure."

Red Wings forward pipeline: How Lucas Raymond and 19 more
prospects fit into the rebuild

"When he was on the bench he had a pretty clear 2-on-1 and just in my
end I was like, 'there's no way he’s passing this puck,'" Ryan Carpenter
echoed. "And then you saw how the guy slides and he just buys all kinds
of time, it was just such an elite play. When he's got that goal on his
mind, it’s just amazing how he created so much time for himself and you
knew he wasn’t going to miss."
It was a bittersweet moment for Kane, who would've loved to share the
moment with his family, friends and fans in a sold-out United Center.
"That’s the way it is in this world right now," Kane said. "I guess tonight it
was nice to just enjoy it with my teammates. They seemed pretty excited
for me. Lot of support from them guys, so nice to share it with them and
the coaches."
Kane is 32 years old and still playing some of the best hockey of his
career. He's approaching another milestone with just five games left until
he hits 1,000; he hit the 1,000-point mark last season.
Kane isn't one to reflect too much on things like this while his career is
still going because he feels like he has a lot of hockey left in him, but he
tried his best to put it into perspective.
"I think the biggest thing is once you start reaching these type of
milestones, 400 goals and 1,000 games coming up, it leaves you wanting
more," Kane said. "It’s exciting to achieve them and nice to have these
types of milestones. Probably means I’ve played a while, but I just think
you just want to keep getting better and keep trying to help the team as
best you can."

Detroit Red Wings

By Max Bultman Mar 2, 2021 87

This is the third in a series breaking down the Red Wings’ farm system
from top to bottom, position by position. This installment focuses on
forwards. You can also read the defense and goalie editions.
When Steve Yzerman took over as general manager of the Red Wings in
April 2019, arguably the best thing the franchise had going for it (other
than a stockpile of draft picks) was an emerging young core of forwards,
aged 22-24.
Dylan Larkin, Anthony Mantha and Tyler Bertuzzi were fresh off a
blistering end to the 2018-19 season, and while the rebuilding job ahead
of Yzerman looked large, that trio was the bright light to build around.
Nearly two years later, all three are still in place, but the job of
assembling a long-term forward corps is very much still a work in
progress. 2018 first-round pick Filip Zadina has since arrived and is now
a full-time NHLer, Robby Fabbri and Vladislav Namestnikov joined the
team via trade and free agency, and all three are helping the Red Wings
right now. Meanwhile, drafting Swedish winger Lucas Raymond fourth
overall last October gave the franchise a player to really dream on.
But as the rebuild rolls on, 22 months into Yzerman’s tenure, the Red
Wings could really use a “pop” from a less obvious candidate,
accelerating the pace of what’s turned into an arduous build-up process.
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Here’s what Detroit has coming in its forward pipeline, how each
prospect is faring this season, and how far they might be from helping the
NHL team.
In the NHL
Nearly half of the Red Wings’ current NHL forward group will be
unrestricted free agents in a few months’ time. Bobby Ryan, Luke
Glendening, Darren Helm, Sam Gagner and Valtteri Filppula have all
been regulars for Detroit this season, and are also all on expiring
contracts. Some of them, especially Ryan, could find a new home even
sooner than this offseason, via trade.
Granted, it’s certainly possible, perhaps even probable, the Red Wings
re-sign one or two of those players (namely Glendening or Ryan, or
perhaps Gagner). But the turnover up front should be significant this
offseason. And that’s before knowing the fates of pending restricted free
agents Adam Erne, Mathias Bromé and Evgeny Svechnikov.
Bertuzzi, who has carved out a spot on the Red Wings’ top line and went
to arbitration this past offseason, will also be a restricted free agent this
summer. With just one year until he hits unrestricted free agency, he’s
due for a mid- or long-term deal.
But at least until then, Larkin and Mantha are the longest-signed Red
Wings. Larkin (the newly named captain) is under contract for two
seasons after this one, and Mantha for three more. Other than those two,
no one on the active NHL roster is currently signed beyond 2021-22.
That means unlike when he took over two years ago, Yzerman now has
almost total flexibility in shaping the roster around Larkin, Mantha,
Bertuzzi once he’s signed, and now Zadina as well.
The key question looming over that group, though, revolves around its
star power.
Larkin is Detroit’s best all-around player, and while the last two seasons
haven’t seen him match the near point-per-game level he played at in
2018-19, his complete game allows him to make a major impact, even
when the puck isn’t going in for him (as it hasn’t this year). Mantha
seemed to be breaking through as a high-scoring power forward last
season, with 38 points in 43 games, but he has taken a step back
through the first half of 2021.
Bertuzzi, meanwhile, may not have the eye-popping skills those other
two do, but he led the team in goals last season and is a playoff-type
player who is well-equipped to succeed when the games (eventually)
become more important. And Zadina is a smart, skilled young forward
who can set up plays as well as he can finish them, though Detroit still
needs his offensive skill set to turn into production in the NHL.
It’s also worth noting that most of that group are already in their prime:
Mantha will be 27 next season, Bertuzzi just turned 26 and Larkin is
nearing 25. Zadina, at 21, should still have at least another gear or two in
him, but the others may be at or near their statistical peaks already.
Beyond that core are a collection of young NHL players more on the
fringe. Evgeny Svechnikov is a first-round pick who picked up three
points in two games in his first NHL action of the season this past
weekend but has yet to establish himself as a full-timer. Bromé has been
an NHL regular this season after coming over from Sweden. And Erne
has played a role on Detroit’s energy lines since Yzerman traded for him
in 2019.
Coming soon
There are multiple Red Wings prospects in Grand Rapids who have
already spent meaningful time in the NHL, namely Michael Rasmussen,
who played nearly a full season in Detroit in 2018-19 at 19, and Givani
Smith, who has played 29 games between the last two seasons. You
could also add Taro Hirose (42 games in the last three seasons) to that
list, although it’s worth noting that Hirose is slightly older than Larkin.
Regardless, any (and perhaps all) of those three could see more time in
Detroit this season. Hirose has eight points through four AHL games so
far this year, Rasmussen has six through seven and Smith has two in

four to go with his four points in eight games in Detroit this season. They
are in Grand Rapids to play more and continue developing, but the trade
deadline should open up some more ice time in Detroit, at which point
any of the three would have cases for a call-up.
None have the star-level ceiling the Red Wings are missing, but each
brings a useful skill set. Rasmussen is a big-bodied center who the Red
Wings hope can someday be a matchup center with significant powerplay presence at the net. Smith blends size, skill and physicality as an
intriguing energy player with good hands. And Hirose is a natural
facilitator on the man advantage.
But the big name of those three remains Rasmussen, the ninth overall
pick in 2017. One key focus area for his development has been his
skating, and when the Red Wings couldn’t get their skating coach to him
this offseason due to COVID-19 restrictions, Detroit director of player
development Shawn Horcoff said Rasmussen hired a personal skating
coach back home. The results, so far, have been positive.
“That’s a big thing for Ras — when he’s skating, and not just skating but
skating at a high pace and really moving his feet, he’s effective,” Horcoff
said. “He’s a big body, he’s strong for his size, he’s hard to move when
he gets to the net front. Especially when he’s playing center, you have to
be able to skate. So that’s just a big thing for him. … We believe in him
as a prospect, and we just want him to play more minutes, more
offensive situations than he would get in Detroit. And that’s why he’s
down in Grand Rapids.”
The other prospect with a chance to see Detroit this season (although it
might be more likely he makes his NHL debut in 2021-22) is Joe Veleno.
The 30th overall pick in the 2018 draft, Veleno has spent this season on
loan to Malmö in Sweden, where he has nine goals and 17 points in 38
games. Those aren’t jaw-dropping numbers, but Horcoff said he thinks
Veleno has “been better offensively than his numbers kind of show.”
In particular, Horcoff had good things to say about Veleno’s improved
strength and skating, translating to better play in battles.
“He’s able to separate better, he looks confident with the puck,” Horcoff
said. “I think overall his game’s taken a nice step.”
One thing of note: while Detroit views Veleno as a center, he’s been
playing lately on the wing for Malmö. Horcoff called it “a good thing for
(the Red Wings)” because it will help Veleno build his all-around game,
allowing him to play in any type of situation and making him more
versatile positionally.
Malmö’s general manager, Patrik Sylvegård, told me the decision to play
Veleno on the wing was largely about the defensive demands of the
center position in Sweden.
The Red Wings have worked with Veleno on his defense since he was
drafted, and that side of the game is important to a center in the NHL. So
the hesitance over his defensive-zone play over there is relevant, even if
he is playing on the big ice for the first time right now. But on the whole,
Sylvegård has been very pleased with Veleno, especially on offense.
“He’s really fast with the puck,” Sylvegård said. “(Without) the puck he’s
not the fastest guy (for Malmö), we have a lot of guys that can play
faster. But with the puck, and he can go left or right with high speed, and
have two guys on him and he has control over the puck. And he has a
really good shot too.”
He even went as far as to say he hopes Veleno goes straight to Detroit
when the SHL season ends, though certainly the Red Wings will have to
make that decision for themselves. If it’s not this spring, Veleno should
be challenging for an NHL spot in the next training camp, or soon after.
2020 fourth-overall pick Lucas Raymond is the Red Wings’ top forward
prospect. (Tommy Holl TT)
Longer-term prospects
The biggest name in the Red Wings farm system is, of course, 2020
fourth-overall pick Lucas Raymond. On draft night, Yzerman was more
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effusive than I can recall him being about a prospect since he got to
Detroit, saying Raymond had “all the tools to be an elite forward in the
NHL.” That, alone, says a lot about how the Red Wings view him, and
I’ve heard lots of impressive things about Raymond’s background and
mental makeup since.
That matters because even “elite” potential doesn’t come with any
guarantee it will turn into elite results, and it’ll take more work for
Raymond to reach that ceiling.
In SHL play this season, he’s taken a solid step forward from his rookie
year, with 18 points in 34 games. That’s not a monstrous total, but it’s the
second-best mark among all U19 players in the league, trailing only 2021
draft eligible William Eklund, who has 19 points in 35 games.
“Not everything we do is measured in points either, but I think he’s had a
good year,” Frölunda general manager Fredrik Sjöström said. “He’s been
taking big steps from (the) previous season, getting stronger and more
mature. … So I think he’s had a good season.”
Of course, right now, Raymond isn’t playing at all after suffering an arm
injury. Yzerman told the Detroit Economic Club recently that Raymond
would have a procedure that could keep him out for up to eight weeks.
That timeline does leave open the possibility Raymond could return for
part of the SHL postseason, but as Sjöström put it, “We have to make it
far into the playoffs for that to happen.” And that’s tougher to do without
Raymond.
Missing this time, especially as playoffs near, also makes it even harder
to see Raymond jumping straight to the NHL next season. That is partly
why he lands in this tier and not the one above, but he likely would have
been here anyway because he’ll need to continue to add strength and
keep adding (or polishing) layers to his game.
Based on how Detroit has handled Filip Zadina and Moritz Seider, a
season in the AHL would certainly make sense, and Raymond could
benefit from it.
“All D now, these days, are pretty mobile, and in order to create
separation you’ve gotta protect the puck and you’ve gotta create the
separation,” Sjöström said. “You’ve gotta move your feet all the time. So
those things, one-on-one battles, are going to be important to kind of
beat your opponent and to create offense. That’s the hardest thing.
Everybody’s so well-rounded these days, and there’s no really badskating D. And if you’re going to create a scoring chance, you’ve gotta
move your feet, have your head up and jump into holes. … I’m pretty
sure he will take those steps.”
Also in the SHL is 2018 second-round pick Jonatan Berggren, who has
had a loud draft-plus-three season for Skellefteå. Berggren is just under
a point-per-game pace and sits just outside the league’s top five in
scoring, with 40 points in 44 games. He has really re-established himself
after injuries shortened his first two pro seasons.
“His body overall is much stronger, he’s faster, he’s skating great and
obviously his ability to separate out there, he’s just giving himself more
time and space,” Horcoff said. “And when you give a guy like that time
and space, he’s going to make a play, and that’s what you’re seeing.”
The question with Berggren, at this point, is the degree to which that
offensive production will translate to the smaller ice in North America,
where there’s less room to operate on the perimeter. Detroit certainly
wants to see him get to the inside of the ice more, as well as shoot the
puck more often — although he’s made a big jump this season by
scoring 11 goals.
Berggren has not yet signed with Detroit, but getting that squared away
after this season looks like the obvious move, as Berggren’s excellent
SHL showing screams of a player who’s ready for the next step.
“I’m actually looking forward to getting him on the small ice because I
think it’s going to force him to get inside more,” Horcoff said. “Over in
Europe, he skates so well and he passes the puck so well that he’s just
comfortable out there finding people, and he’s good at it and he’s having

success at it. So there’s nothing really kind of forcing him to come more
to the inside, outside of the want to score more goals.”
That certainly would change in North America.
Beyond that, the pipeline turns from likely future NHLers to prospects
who still have more steps to take. But that doesn’t mean those prospects
are without upside.
Theodor Niederbach, a 2020 second-round pick, has recently returned to
Frölunda’s SHL team after a successful loan to the Allsvenskan (where
he had nine points in 15 games) and scored in his first game back. He
tore up the J20 league in 19 games before it shut down this season, so
playing against men is a good test for Niederbach.
“He’s such a smart player,” Sjöström said. “He just adapts so quickly and
so well. Super fast with instructions, and how to read the play. It’s never
any problems with Theodor.”
Elmer Söderblom, Niederbach and Raymond’s teammate who Detroit
took in the 2019 sixth round, put himself on the map at the most recent
world juniors, and Sjöström said he has kept that up in the SHL since. He
said Söderblom is “playing with a different mindset,” and is starting to
realize how to use his immense size at 6-foot-8. That’s a unique element
to his game, and learning to make the most of it is a promising sign for
him.
“He definitely belongs in that league,” Horcoff said. “He’s had some
nights where he’s produced well and he looks like he’s a threat to score,
and he’s developing nicely. He’s a kid that’s very strong, his skating’s
really come a long ways this year, and I think you saw that at the world
juniors. And that’s one area that if we could just continue to develop, it’s
going to give him a real good chance to be an NHL player.”
Elmer Söderblom has carried over his impressive world juniors since
returning to the SHL. (Allison Farrand / For The Athletic)
Another 2019 pick, Robert Mastrosimone, is now in his sophomore year
at Boston University and has a solid eight points through 12 games so
far. Strength and skating are the key focal points for Mastrosimone, a
second-rounder, to work on, and it sounds like he’s already showing
improvement in both. But adding strength, in particular, will be a
continuing process for him.
He’s playing in all situations this year, including killing penalties, and his
competitiveness, hockey sense and shot all draw praise. Boston
University coach Albie O’Connell said he thinks Mastrosimone’s game
will be translatable to higher levels because “he will play in three zones,
he’s got good puck pursuit, he’s got really good edges, he’s very good at
kind of hunting pucks from behind, takeaways. On the forecheck he’s
very good at getting in there and disrupting things.”
“I think he’s got versatility,” O’Connell added. “So he can play any, really,
kind of style.”
Mastrosimone’s BU teammate (and fellow 2019 draft pick) Ethan Phillips
has missed all but one game this season, and I’m told he has a
concussion with an unknown timetable to return. Meanwhile Otto
Kivenmaki, the Finnish 5-foot-9 forward Detroit took in the seventh round
in 2018, has had a nice season with 18 points in 28 games in the Finnish
Liiga, but he hasn’t played in a month now. I do not have an update on
his situation.
One more prospect in Grand Rapids worth mentioning is Chase Pearson,
who profiles as a down-lineup center should the Red Wings need him to
be. He’s got a couple of points through five games this season, but with
players like Veleno, Rasmussen and Smith all on the cusp too, there’ll be
some tough competition for him to get a look. It may be an uphill climb for
him.
Then you get into the real long shots. Outside of Raymond and
Niederbach, the Red Wings took four other forwards in this most recent
draft: Cross Hanas (Round 2), Sam Stange (Round 4) and Kienan
Draper and Chase Bradley (Round 7). Stange got off to a nice start with
four goals in his first eight games at Wisconsin, but he’s added just a
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goal and an assist since, leaving him with six points in 24 games. And it
doesn’t get better from there.
Hanas has five points in 13 USHL games after totaling 49 (in 60 games)
in the WHL last season. Draper has two points in 20 games in his first
USHL season and Bradley has 24 in 34, only a slight uptick from his 19
in 34 last season. The latter two are seventh-round picks, so
expectations are lower for them, but the slow start is particularly
concerning in the case of Hanas, who was picked at No. 55.
Beyond that, 2019 third-round pick Albin Grewe has gotten into more
SHL games this season for Djurgårdens, but he’s still playing a relatively
minor role and has just six points in 38 games. 2018 fourth-rounder Ryan
O’Reilly has 12 points in 21 games for Arizona State, which is fine for a
freshman, but he will also turn 21 this month, so the runway isn’t as long
as it might seem. Also in the NCAA ranks is Jack Adams, the 2017 sixthrounder who transferred to Providence this season and has yet to record
a point through five games.
Finally, at the end of our conversation, Horcoff brought up 2019 seventhrounder Kirill Tyutyayev, who has 32 points in 43 games in Belarus this
season. That league is obviously not on the same level as the SHL, KHL
or Liiga, but that’s partly by design: Tyutyayev went there so he could
play more, and he’s taken advantage by being in the top-15 in league
scoring and is the top U21 scorer there. He’s got much more to prove
before getting onto the main radar, but the Red Wings are paying
attention.
“I think he took a step this year,” Horcoff said.
2021 draft outlook
The 2021 draft, as of now, does not seem to have quite the same star
power at the top as in recent years. But there won’t be a shortage of
talented young forwards in the top 10, including right in Detroit’s
backyard.
In Ann Arbor, Matthew Beniers looks like a complete center,
complementing a near point-per-game stat line as an 18-year-old in the
NCAA with a high motor. He was noticeable as part of Team USA’s
World Junior gold medal team.
His linemate at Michigan, Kent Johnson, is more the pure skill type, and
Johnson has 23 points in 22 games as well. Playing on a line together,
Beniers has been the center, but The Athletic’s Corey Pronman has both
listed as centers on his most recent top-31 board, where both sit in the
top five. That’s a position at which the Red Wings could really use
another high-end talent to support (or ideally surpass) Larkin.
Up the road in Plymouth, USNTDP pivot Chaz Lucius missed significant
time this season but has five goals in four games since returning. He’s
one to watch. Ditto for WHL winger Dylan Guenther, who just got
underway in the WHL and posted seven points (including four goals) in
his first two games. And, in Sweden, the aforementioned William
Eklund’s production as a draft eligible in the SHL most certainly stands
out.
So while this class has been notable for the glut of defensemen near the
top of the board, there will be no shortage of worthy forwards available if
Detroit chooses to go that direction.
The pipeline the Red Wings have in place has nice depth, and even a
few players who look like potential future difference-makers. But finding
more star power at the top still looks like it needs to be a priority.
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Paul Skrbina

Things came in threes for the Nashville Predators on Tuesday.
Plus one, in one instance.
First they learned they'd lost three players — defenseman Ryan Ellis
(four to six weeks), center Ryan Johansen (COVID-19 list) and forward
Luke Kunin (two to four weeks).
Then, 5:15 into Tuesday's game, goalie Juuse Saros was on the
receiving end of a helmet-to-helmet hit from the Carolina Hurricanes'
Nino Niederreiter behind the net. Saros played the rest of the first period
but did not return, with Pekka Rinne taking his place in net. He will be reevaluated Wednesday.
By then Carolina led by two goals, all but squashing the Predators' hopes
of their first three-game winning streak since the last three games of last
regular season — nearly a year ago — and their fifth victory in six
games.
Instead, the Carolina Hurricanes won their third in a row, 4-2, a game
made up from earlier this season because of COVID-19.
Sebastian Aho gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead with 7:24 remaining in the
first when he rifled one past Saros.
The Hurricanes didn't delay making it 2-0 when Vincent Trocheck scored
six seconds after Dante Fabbro sat for a delay-of-game penalty.
Less than five minutes into the second, Steven Lorentz made it 3-0 with
his first goal of his career.
Calle Jarnkrok's power-play goal with 14 minutes left in the third put the
Predators on the board. Mattias Ekholm made it 3-2 with 11:43
remaining.
The Predators' hopes for a comeback were swallowed with 1:13 left
when Roman Josi was called for a holding.
Aho added his second goal, of the empty-net variety, with 11.1 seconds
left.
The Predators fell to 10-12-0, while the Hurricanes moved to 15-6-1.
Big number: 6. Power-play goals scored by the Predators in their last six
games.
Big names: Ellis and Johansen being out of commission qualifies.
First things: Tanner Jeannot made his NHL debut for the Predators.
On the wire: Predators placed Ellis and Kunin on injured reserve and
Johansen on the COVID-19 list. Mathieu Olivier, Eeli Tolvanen, Jeannot
and Alexandre Carrier were activated to the roster.
Next: Predators vs. Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. Thursday, Bridgestone
Arena, Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM.
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Nashville Predators' Ryan Ellis, Luke Kunin on IR; Ryan Johansen on
COVID-19 list

Nashville Predators

Carolina Hurricanes 4, Nashville Predators 2: Shorthanded Predators fall
at home

Paul Skrbina

Bad news came in bunches for the Nashville Predators on Tuesday
afternoon, a couple of hours before they faced the Carolina Hurricanes.
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Defenseman Ryan Ellis was placed on injured reserve with an upperbody ailment and is expected to miss four to six weeks.
Center Ryan Johansen, who just returned from injury, was placed on the
NHL's COVID-19 list.
Forward Luke Kunin also was put on injured reserve with a lower-body
injury and is expected to be out two to four weeks.
The Predators had won four of five going into Tuesday's game.
Ellis has two goals and seven assists this season and is averaging 24:39
per game, second most on the team behind partner Roman Josi. He
played 26:08 on Sunday during the Predators' victory against the Blue
Jackets.
FOR SUBSCRIBERS:Nashville Predators GM David Poile is worried —
but not about his job
Johansen, who missed seven games with an upper-body injury earlier
this season, has zero goals and five assists (just one at five-on-five). Just
because a player is placed on the list doesn't mean he tested positive for
COVID-19, but players on the list are not permitted to practice, travel or
play until they are removed from the list.
Kunin has two goals and three assists this season.
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The Athletic / Inside an NHL dressing room: Longing for the giddy
chirping, awkward silence and off-beat interviews

By Mark Lazerus
Mar 2, 2021

Brent Seabrook is everyone’s big brother.
Or, perhaps more accurately, everyone is Brent Seabrook’s little brother.
Rookie or veteran, old friend or new guy, PR staffer or reporter,
Seabrook has the verbal equivalent of a punch in the arm ready for
anyone and everyone. I’ve had Seabrook dragged out of the off-limits
portions of dressing rooms across North America dozens of times over
the years, and I can count on one hand the number of times he didn’t
greet me with a good-natured (I think?) quip about what a pest I was.
Didn’t I just talk to you last week?
What could you possibly want this time?
This is your one time this month, Laz.
WHAT DO YOU WANT?
Fortunately, as a little brother myself, I’m well-versed in self-defense
comebacks. Fastest way to win a guy over in a dressing room (short of,
you know, being a credible, trustworthy reporter who doesn’t twist words
and lob unwarranted grenades) is to be able to give as much as you
take.
God, what I wouldn’t give to be berated by Seabrook for daring to request
an interview with him.
A year ago Monday, I stepped off a plane for the last time, coming back
from the Florida swing of the Blackhawks schedule. A year ago next
week, I stepped out of the Blackhawks’ dressing room for the last time,
as the NHL closed rooms to reporters a few days ahead of the shutdown
of the 2019-20 season. Understandably, we haven’t been allowed back in
since. And while I desperately miss being on the road during the season
and spending all my United miles and Marriott points in the offseason, I
find myself missing the dressing room just as much.

People tell me I watch hockey for a living. That’s not true. I talk to hockey
players for a living. And I haven’t been able to talk to one face-to-face for
a full year. Those 15 or 20 minutes after a morning skate or a practice,
and those 10 minutes or so after a game, are the most valuable minutes
of every sportswriter’s day. And we don’t know if and when we’ll get them
back.
Here are just some of the things I miss about that weird, cluttered,
sometimes smelly space:
1. I miss seeing the interpersonal dynamics of the team. For the most
part, everyone gets along with everyone. But you notice when Artemi
Panarin and Artem Anisimov, the only two Russians on the team, sit and
talk to each other in Russian in their neighboring stalls in the far back
corner of the room, rarely interacting with anyone else. And then you also
notice when Panarin starts feeling comfortable and begins opening up.
Watching Panarin and Patrick Kane animatedly go back and forth in the
visitors’ room at the Saddledome with a combination of broken English
and charades was a fascinating insight into their growing kinship. The
early signs of the deep friendship between Kane, Alex DeBrincat and
Dylan Strome were there at the beginning, as they dissected plays and
talked about the previous night’s games around the league. And you’d
understand the power of Jonathan Toews or Seabrook when you’d see
them chatting up a just-called-up rookie at their stall, casually tossing out
a dinner invite and making sure they feel like one of the guys.
2. I miss seeing which guys still wore Rockford IceHogs gear under their
uniforms, or had IceHogs hockey bags. Those were the ones you knew
were unlikely to stick around.
3. I miss going on walks down Weird Street with willing players. Those
“off beat” stories are by far my favorite to do, and by far the most difficult
to do without dressing room access. You think I’m going to ask a guy why
he shoves smelling salts in his eyeballs or how many times a day he has
to shower on a Zoom call with all of my colleagues and competitors
listening in?
4. I miss discovering which players were happy to walk down Weird
Street. When you ask a strange question and a guy looks at you like
Kenan Thompson delivering an eyes-bulging reaction shot on Saturday
Night Live, you’ve each learned something about each other. But every
now and then, you find your Brendan Perlini. Your Connor Murphy. Your
Dennis Rasmussen. Your Andrew Desjardins. Your Antti Raanta. Perlini
hated talking about hockey, hated all the cliche questions he’d have to
hear and all the cliche answers he’d have to give. But he loved talking
about everything else: books, movies, life, society, esoteric concepts
about space and time. In my nine seasons on this beat, he’s the only
person who ever, upon seeing me walk toward him, clapped his hands
and rubbed them together with delight while saying, “Ooh, what weird
stuff do you want to talk about today?” Guys like that are worth more than
all the press meals in all the press rooms in all the world.
5. I miss stumbling into a great story through a casual conversation, like
when a simple feature about Toews turned into an entire story about
Andrew Shaw’s continuing adventures in shoveling chicken poop
because of a throwaway comment he made after a practice in Berlin.
Almost all the best stories happen by accident.
6. I miss overhearing little bits of gossip and dirt from the equipment staff
as they clean up after the slovenly players. Will it ever be useful to me to
know that Olli Maatta was the sweatiest guy on the team? Probably not.
But hey, no information is bad.
7. I miss tripping over the little garbage cans that are strewn about the
place. It’s always a good time to trip over your own feet when you’re in
front of some of the most gifted athletes in the world.
8. I miss hearing the trash-talking between players after their postpractice skills games. Based on the barbs being thrown around, losing
one of those can be worse than losing a real game. Kane is usually
involved, because he usually wins. Back when Robin Lehner was
around, he drowned everybody else out with his booming baritone.
9. I miss marveling at how fast they had professionally made nameplates
for guys who were just acquired. I finally got an answer to how they did it
last year.
10. I miss logo watching, to see if any visiting reporters or oblivious
camerapeople would traipse across the comically oversized logo on the
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center of the carpet. Call it a silly tradition if you like, but it’s quite
impressive to see the sixth sense the players have around it. When
they’re getting up to toss a practice jersey in the laundry hamper, their
skates sometimes come within a carpet thread of hitting it but never do.
11. I miss the unceasing sound of tape ripping.
12. I miss watching players inevitably miss the garbage can when they
threw those tape wads away. There’s a reason they’re playing hockey,
not basketball.
13. I miss watching Troy Murray grab handfuls of gum and mints from the
players’ stores. Pretty sure if I tried that, I’d get tackled by half a dozen
guys.
14. I miss being the last non-player in the room because an interview is
running long or because I’m waiting for a guy to come out to talk. It’s
eerily quiet, like you imagine it must be during the tense moments before
a playoff game. And with everyone else gone, it’s a rare chance to have
actual normal, off-the-record, guard-down conversations with the players
passing through with boxed lunches on their way home. For all we talk to
these guys, we rarely actually talk to these guys.
15. I miss seeing Seabrook surreptitiously open the sliding door from the
changing room and peer around it with one eye to see if we’re still there
and if it’s safe to come out.
16. I miss the ebullient atmosphere of the room after a big win, when the
music’s still playing and all the guys are at their stalls, joyously talking
with each other about what just went down.
17. I miss the awkward silence of the visitors’ room after a loss, when
only Toews is sitting at his stall, fury in his eyes, waiting to answer for
everyone else’s sins. The only other sounds are the dull hum of showers
and the relentless thumping of heavy overstuffed hockey bags landing on
the trolley outside the room.
18. I miss monitoring the Toews-o-Meter, a term coined by colleague
Tracey Myers back in the Stanley Cup days. Basically, when Toews was
in an upbeat mood after the morning skate — giddily chirping at
teammates and chatting up reporters as he did his yoga on the floor in
the middle of the room — you knew the Blackhawks were going to win by
a few goals that night. If I were a gambling man and didn’t have any
journalistic ethics, I could have gotten rich just by monitoring the Toewso-Meter every day.
19. I miss trying to guess who the scratches would be each night by
seeing who is last in the room (the scratches would essentially get bagskated after a morning skate to keep their conditioning up). This got
harder in recent years as the Blackhawks got younger and so many
players stayed out with Kane and the kids for those post-practice skill
games.
20. I miss talking to the scratch who just got bag-skated — as he gasps
for breath between every third word — and feeling like a jerk about it. But
hey, notebooks don’t fill themselves.
21. I miss hearing the media-relations staff yell, “We’re gonna bring
Jeremy to the press lounge,” as a way of shooing us out of the room.
(That “lounge,” by the way, is a plain room with folding chairs and folding
tables.)
22. I miss doubling back after a scrum in an effort to get some precious
one-on-one time with a star player — and getting the green light.
23. I miss watching a competitor double back after a scrum — and get a
very emphatic red light. It’s painful and cringeworthy, but it’s also really,
really funny. Sorry, not sorry.
24. I miss watching DeBrincat have to climb on top of his stall on his
knees so he can reach the top shelf where his gloves and elbow pads go.
There’s something comforting about world-class athletes having to deal
with life’s daily indignities just like the rest of us.
25. I miss hearing TV and radio reporters say “Kaner” and dying a little
inside. OK, I don’t miss that. At all. But all the rest of it? Yeah. I miss it
badly. Can’t wait to get back in there and start annoying everyone with
my stupid questions again. After all, that’s my job.

The Athletic LOADED: 03.03.2021

1184314

Websites

The Athletic / Top free agents from college hockey and Europe: Pronman
ranks the best players available to NHL teams

By Corey Pronman
Mar 2, 2021

It is time for my annual list of the top free agents available to NHL teams
from leagues outside the NHL. While portions of the hockey world have
seen their seasons disturbed, some of the main free-agent-feeder
leagues, in particular, the top European leagues and the NCAA, have
played as close to a normal season as possible.
No OHL or WHL players were considered because of the timing of their
seasons. There was no age cut-off. Players on KHL or NLA deals beyond
this season were not considered.
Projected NHL Players
1. Damir Zhafyarov, RW, Nizhny Novgorod-KHL
Zhafyarov is a top scorer in the KHL this season. He will turn 27 this
spring, but I could see him as a useful NHL player for a few years. He’s a
highly intelligent passer with a good mid-distance shot and individual
skill. He’s small, but not soft, and has killed penalties at the KHL level.
While he’s a good skater for a 5-foot-9 player, he doesn’t have a true
dynamic top gear. But I think he has enough skill and effort in his game
to be a bottom-six forward in the NHL.
2. Matt Kiersted, D, North Dakota-NCHC
Kiersted is one of the top free agents on the market this spring. He has
played large minutes for arguably the best team in the country the last
two seasons. He’s a very intelligent puck mover with some skill and runs
North Dakota’s power play. He’s not that big or quick, but neither the size
nor the quickness are so detrimental to limit him at higher levels due to
the very high IQ. He should be able to defend OK versus pros while
making great outlets and offensive plays. I could see him as a third-pair
defenseman in the NHL.
3. Strauss Mann, G, Michigan-Big Ten
Mann was a top player in college hockey for the last two seasons,
including a tremendous .939 save percentage as a sophomore, although
that number is a little down this season. Mann is an intelligent goalie who
can make the smart read and efficient play, but also has great quickness
to make the tough save. The athleticism isn’t off the chart for a six-foot
goalie, and the size will be the main question on him, but the tools are
good enough to play games and provide useful minutes for a club as a
No. 2 or No. 3 goalie.
Have a chance to play in the NHL
4. Simon Ryfors, LW, Rogle-SHL
Ryfors is a leading player for a top SHL team this season. He has the
great offensive components you’d like with his quick hands, great vision
and decent mid-range shot. He’s also a worker who gets to the hard
areas of the ice to score, can win battles despite his size and is
responsible defensively. Ryfors’ frame and lack of NHL caliber speed
may hold him back from being a regular, but his compete and skill
combination gives him a chance.
5. Nikita Lyamkin, D, Kazan-KHL
Lyamkin’s point totals don’t jump out to you, but this season I’ve seen a
defenseman with very good offensive instincts who can make creative,
quick plays and run a power play. A 6-foot-5 defender who can make
stops and create is appealing, but the 25-year-old is a poor skater and
that may keep him from playing in the NHL, although he could be a depth
piece and good AHL player.
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6. Konstantin Okulov, RW, CSKA-KHL
Okulov is a top scorer for a top KHL team this season. He’s very skilled
and creative, showing the high offensive IQ to improvise with the puck
and create chances for his teammates at a high rate. He can beat
defenders with his skill, too. The 26-year-old Okulov lacks NHL
footspeed, though, and I find he drifts to the outside too much in the
offensive zone. Scouts are skeptical he will sign an NHL deal this
summer.
7. Jere Innala, LW, HPK-Liiga
Innala stands out with the puck on his stick because of his hands and
vision. He can make tough plays versus men consistently, finding seams
well and being a good half-wall option on the man advantage. He’s not
that big, but he’s not soft and can handle physical play. Innala also isn’t
that old for a European free-agent target, turning 23 in March and being a
leading scorer in Liiga. His skating may never be good enough for the
NHL, but he’s worth a gamble because of his skill level.
8. Arvid Soderblom, G, Skelleftea-SHL
Soderblom is a top goalie in the SHL as a 21-year-old. His hockey sense
is excellent, he tracks pucks very well, makes a lot of great reads and, at
6-foot-3, never seems to break out of his technique. He stays square with
pucks at a high rate in the SHL, but he lacks NHL level lateral quickness
and may have issues with levels that have quicker paces.
9. Akito Hirose, D, Minnesota State-WCHA
Hirose is an important part for one of the top teams in college hockey this
season. He’s a strong skater, differentiating him a bit from the typical top
college free agent who doesn’t have the profile of NHL quality mobility.
He has offensive creativity and makes a great first pass, as well. He’s not
overly physical and his defensive play is average. And while he has skill,
it’s debatable if it will be high-end enough to play in the NHL.
10. Marc McLaughlin, C, Boston College-Hockey East
McLaughlin has been a quality two-way center for BC. He’s intelligent
and works hard. His compete allows him to win a lot of 50-50 puck
battles. McLaughlin can make some plays, but I don’t see him as a big
offensive type in the pros, especially because of his lack of quickness.
11. Jordan Kawaguchi, LW, North Dakota-NCHC
Kawaguchi is a very skilled and intelligent forward who makes a lot of
plays. He was a top scorer in college last season; and while he has been
good, he hasn’t been as good this season. He’s undersized and a fine
but not explosive skater so his game may not translate to the higher
levels, but the amount of skill gives him a chance to have success.
12. Parker Ford, C, Providence-Hockey East
Ford has been a solid collegiate player and some may remember him
from the U.S. World Junior team last season. Ford is an undersized
forward without dynamic attributes, but he’s a prospect due to his hockey
IQ and work ethic. He wins a lot of puck battles and can make plays.
He’s not a great skater for his size, but he will be able to skate at an AHL
level.

Nattinen has been a top goal-scorer at the Liiga and top Swiss level the
last two seasons. He has a very hard mid-range shot and can beat
goalies from the circles. He has some playmaking ability and decent
hands, but his shot is his main offensive weapon. Nattinen was a secondround pick, and the issue with him was always his skating, which still isn’t
great; but given how much he’s scored, I see a case to give him a
second shot in North America.
16. Josh Dunne, C, Clarkson-ECAC
After being a highly pursued free agent last season, Dunne has struggled
to produce offense this season. I do see some skill and playmaking in his
game, to go with a high compete level and great net-front game, but he’s
not overly skilled and lacks speed.
17. Eemeli Suomi, LW, Ilves-Liiga
Suomi is one of the top scorers in Liiga and a leading player on a top
team. He has the hands and offensive IQ to create a lot of chances with
the puck. He’s undersized, but he can make plays in the hard areas of
the ice and works hard off the puck. The main issue will be his lack of
true NHL footspeed for a guy who is 5-foot-10.
18. Chayse Primeau, C, Nebraska-Omaha-NCHC
Primeau is a big forward with very good hands. He’s able to beat
defenders one-on-one with his skill consistently. He’s also great in front
of the net because of his size and ability to redirect pucks. He works hard
enough, but his game does lack speed and I wouldn’t call him a great
playmaker.
19. Christoffer Rifalk, G, Rogle-SHL
Rifalk has been very good in the SHL this season for a top team in
Rogle. His puck tracking ability through traffic and off quick passing plays
is excellent. His game is very efficient and doesn’t require a lot of extra
movement because of his fantastic hockey sense. Rifalk isn’t the biggest
goalie, though, and lacks the true high-end lateral quickness you’d like to
see for a goalie who lacks size.
20. Brandon Scanlin, D, Nebraska-Omaha
Scanlin is a top defenseman in the NCHC this season. He’s a 6-foot-4
defenseman who can make a good first pass, has decent touch with the
puck, and has some power-play poise. He can make stops with his
hockey IQ and reach. His skating is a long way from where it needs to be
to play in the NHL, though.
21. Ty Pelton-Byce, C, Wisconsin-Big Ten
Pelton-Byce intrigues scouts with his hockey sense and size. He is
creative with the puck, showing the ability to improvise and make plays in
small areas. He’s not that quick, though, and while he competes fine,
he’s not a great two-way forward.
22. Mike Hardman, RW, Boston College-Hockey East

Longshots

Hardman has been an important player for a top college team the last
two seasons. He has quick hands, can make some plays and score
around the tough areas. He’s not a dynamic skill type, but he has good
flashes. Hardman isn’t the quickest, though, which may hold him back
from the NHL.

13. Emil Pettersson, C, Vaxjo-SHL

23. Ben Meyers, C, Minnesota-Big Ten

Pettersson, the older brother of Elias Pettersson, is a leading scorer in
the SHL. He had a previous stint in North America in the AHL. He has
great hands and vision, and can score from mid-range, making him a
weapon on the power play. But Emil Pettersson isn’t the best off the puck
and lacks NHL footspeed.

Meyers is an important part of a good Minnesota team this season. His
skill with the puck is evident. He can beat defenders one-on-one
consistently. He’s also a clever playmaker who can improvise and run a
power play. Meyers isn’t soft, but he’s 5-foot-11 and lacks NHL
footspeed. Some scouts think there’s a good chance he goes back to
Minnesota next season.

14. David Tomasek, C, Sparta Praha-Czech Extraliga
Tomasek is one of the leading scorers in the top Czech league. He’s a
center with good size, very good hands and the ability to make plays.
He’s able to play inside and competes fine off the puck. The production is
impressive, although as a 25-year-old in that league, it doesn’t move the
needle as much. Tomasek’s skating is the main area of concern in his
NHL projection.
15. Julius Nattinen, LW, Ambri-Piotta-NLA

24. Justin Ducharme, LW, Val-d’Or-QMJHL
Ducharme is scoring at near a goal per game pace in the QMJHL this
season as an overage player. He’s a very skilled and creative forward
who can beat defenders one-on-one and make plays to his teammates.
The skating isn’t great, but it’s not poor, with pro-caliber flashes
particularly with his edge work.
25. Adam Scheel, G, North Dakota-NCHC
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After an up and down start to his college career, Scheel has been
excellent as a junior. He’s an intelligent and efficient goalie with an NHL
frame. His lateral quickness isn’t the best, and some NHL scouts
question if he will be able to move well enough to make stops at higher
levels.
26. Odeen Tufto, C, Quinnipac-ECAC
Tufto is one of the top overall scorers in college this season. He has a
very high skill level, showing quick-twitch hands and a high level of
playmaking creativity. In the NCAA he has the ability to break a shift
open. At 5-foot-7 and having good but not great footspeed, though, his
ability to translate to higher levels is questionable, especially without a
ton of goal-scoring touch.
27. Dryden McKay, G, Minnesota State-WCHA

to the back of his head, which also was shaved on both sides, also made
him stand out at the well-known pub Johnnie Fox’s.
“Over the course of the night most people didn’t know who he was, but
realized there was some big celebrity there,” recalled John Weber, an
executive producer of the show who helped facilitate Burns’ appearance
and was with him in Ireland.
“By the end of the night, there was a line of people around this pub
waiting for a photo. He had the braid in and was wearing a tank top. The
photos are great. Really memorable night. He’s just a total character that
likes to have fun, and is a first-class guy. Everybody loved him out there.”
Also at the pub that night was, by chance, a Sharks fan, teal jersey and
all. Naturally, she recognized Burns fairly quickly — although she had to
do a double-take when she saw him.

McKay has been the best goalie in college for the last two seasons. He’s
a very smart goaltender who is efficient with his movements and reads
play at a high level. He’s quick enough to make tough lateral saves. The
obvious issue in his profile as he’s a 5-foot-11 goalie and, for that size,
he doesn’t have the off-the-chart attributes you’d like to see for projecting
to the top level, making some NHL scouts skeptical his game will
translate.

“She looks at me and goes, ‘Wow, your hair grows really fast!’” Burns
said.

NHL Affiliated Prospects

During one Maple Leafs-Sharks matchup, Weber immediately pictured
the Sharks defenseman as a medieval Viking.

I decided for this year’s version of the free-agent rankings, to avoid angry
fans and angrier industry sources, I will split the collegiate players who
could become free agents into a separate list and note it’s only a
possibility that these players will become free agents this summer.

“I had taken photos of him a few years back and (thought) this was a guy
we need to get on the show,” Weber said.

The Athletic LOADED: 03.03.2021

1184315

Websites

In some ways, Burns ending up in Ireland for three days on the set of
“Vikings” that summer was all too predictable. Weber is the CEO of Take
5 Productions, located in downtown Toronto. He’s also a hockey fan and
attends several Maple Leafs games during a typical season.

The first season of “Vikings” aired in 2013, and it just concluded with its
sixth and final season. While Burns shot his scenes nearly two and a half
years ago, they only recently were made available on Amazon Prime on
Dec. 30. 2020. The show was especially popular in Canada, averaging
nearly one million views per episode in its first season, when it was
named as the No. 1 scripted specialty series that year.
Burns was a fan from the outset, as were many of his Sharks teammates.

The Athletic / How Brent Burns’ beard makes great TV: A Sharks star is
now a ‘Vikings’ guest star

By Kevin Kurz

“I’ve always liked those historical movies and shows,” Burns said, “where
obviously there’s a story to it and there’s a drama side of the show, but
it’s based off of historical fact where you can actually see how they live,
different things that they were going through, the fighting, the lifestyles,
the costumes — all that shit.

Mar 2, 2021

“I’ve always been a huge history guy, I’ve always been into the Viking
culture. … (I figured) they don’t have to worry about hair and makeup; it
would be an easy fit.”

Dee Corcoran has been a professional hairstylist on dozens of television
and movie sets. She’s worked with Hollywood royalty like Liam Neeson,
Julia Roberts and Cate Blanchett, among others, making their hair just so
in preparation for the camera.

It didn’t take long for Burns to instruct his marketing agent, Jordan
Nashen, to do everything he could to get him on the show. Josh
Donaldson, the American League MVP in 2015 as a third baseman for
the Toronto Blue Jays, played a small role in the fourth season, so there
was precedent.

In August of 2018, she had a star of a different kind in her chair. She
helped turn Sharks defenseman and 2017 Norris Trophy winner Brent
Burns into Skane, a burly, intimidating Viking who accompanies King
Harald in his dramatic return to Kattegat on the television show “Vikings.”
While the wardrobe department was busy measuring and outfitting the 6foot-5, 230-pound Burns, Corcoran was working on the most important
feature: Skane’s two-foot long tresses that extended down to his waist.
“I got all his own hair back into a bunch, and I sewed with a needle and
threaded this long braid into his hair,” Corcoran said. “I sewed it and put
elastics on it, and it was nearly sewed into his brain. Then I bound all that
with long, leather strips. It stays in all day long.”
It stays in longer than that, apparently. Burns liked the look so much that
after the first day of shooting, and with some leisure time in Dublin,
Ireland, on the horizon, he preferred to leave the braid — worth
approximately 1,000 Euros — in his head while downing a few Guinness
drafts to unwind.
“He came in and said, ‘Is it OK if I go to the pubs in this?’” Corcoran
recalled. “Yeah, sure, OK!”
Burns, with his expansive frame and his prolonged facial hair, is already
one of the NHL’s more recognizable stars. Adding a two-foot-long braid

“On the Canadian side, they did see the value of bringing in a hockey
player to star on the show,” said Nashen, who has worked with Burns
since 2015. “The benefit of having Brent on board is that the hair and
makeup is minimal. It was a cool bucket list item we were able to make
(happen).”
Weber said: “When I got the call from (Nashen), it was kind of like
automatic. I was like, yeah, perfect. I’ve already thought this before.”
But scheduling would be tricky. Burns, who is obsessive about his diet
and fitness, typically ramps up his training late in the summer in
preparation for camp. Sharks players typically start skating together in
San Jose in the middle of August, while camp officially begins in early
September.
“I didn’t really want to go into late August because that’s important
training time for me,” Burns said.
They managed to squeeze it in earlier in the month, though. Burns was in
Dublin for a week with his family, including three days of shooting on the
set that was a little more than half an hour’s drive from the city. Burns’
wife, Susan, pregnant at the time, and their two children also were in the
show as extras.
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Burns has experience doing a number of commercials. His most wellknown was for Jack Links beef jerky — another circumstance in which
his look made him an obvious choice — but he’s also served as a
pitchman for Kit Kat, Pepsi and Frito-Lay.
“Vikings,” though, was an entirely different animal, as Burns figured out
the day before he flew to Ireland, when he got a call from someone with
the show asking if he had reviewed his lines.
“They’re like, ‘Did you get your lines? Are you good with them?’” Burns
said. “And I’m like, ‘Good with the lines? No. Don’t you have cue cards or
something? Don’t you guys help me out with that?’ And they’re like, ‘No,
you’ve got to know those.’ And I was like, ‘Oh boy. OK. Don’t worry, I’ll
get them done.’ On the flight over, I memorized all the lines and
everything.”
Walking onto the massive, detailed set full of dozens of extras was a
surreal experience for Burns. In regard the authenticity of everything,
according to Weber there is “probably nothing more important than that
to our writers and our creative team.”
“You see 150 vikings with swords, shields, axes. You’re like, holy shit,
this is what it would have been like back in the day,” Burns said. “And
Kattegat was real, with real dwellings. There’s fish hanging in the fish
market. In the dwellings, you walk through one of the houses, there’s a
bed, a fireplace. The fireplace might have a fire in it. It was unbelievable
the details these guys went into on the show. Other than the Oakley
sunglasses and the iPhones that were out, it was like being transported
back into Viking times.”
Eric Johnson is a veteran actor who has appeared in television series like
“Smallville” and “The Knick,” and films “Fifty Shades Darker” and
“Legends of the Fall.” He played Erik the Red, joining the show for its
sixth season.
“It’s not your everyday beef jerky commercial, I’ll tell you that,” Johnson
said about the experience. “It’s a lot to take in. My first day, I was
nervous, and I’ve been doing this 25 years. I think for Brent to be able to
come in and nail it like he did — there’s a lot of people there, a lot of eyes
on you, a lot of pressure. Everybody’s been doing this day in and day out
for a while.”
Brent Burns. (Courtesy of MGM Television)
Burns appears in two episodes of the final season. He makes his first
appearance as a towering presence in the crowd while King Harald,
played by Peter Franzen, delivers an extended speech in which he
eventually introduces “Skane” as his “new ally.” Burns doesn’t have any
lines in the scene, but his size and fierce gaze say enough.
“Brent was so tall that I wanted to give him long hair,” Corcoran said of
her thought process in getting Burns camera-ready. “That always works
better, because they can carry it all. With his (two front teeth) gone, that
was perfect. He looked very much the Viking.”
Weber said: “I think the writer wanted (King Harald) to return with a big
presence, and Brent provided that. We wrote this character Skane to
align with the story of him coming back and making a big speech when
he returns back to Kattegat.”
In his second episode, Burns had lines, as his character plotted to betray
and ultimately kill King Harald. It backfired, and Skane got decapitated by
Erik the Red with one swift swing of the sword.
In order to pull off those scenes, Burns spent time with an expert in
Viking swordplay, as well as a dialect coach to ensure that his accent
was at least close to that of everyone else.
“You meet the stunt guy to teach you how to hold the sword properly,
make it look like you know how to fight,” Burns said. “You’re not a pirate
or civil war sword fighting, it’s a different sword fight — which is cool,
because I never thought about that. The guys that do it are obviously
pros. Incredible detail. They would fight different than a samurai stance. I
remember them saying I was holding it wrong.”
“Then they said the dialect coach would be here, and I was like … what?
I was pretty nervous already to screw up my lines. And now I realized I
had to try and sound a little bit of Scandinavian accent.”

The biggest part of pulling the death scene off is that Burns had to fall
correctly in order for the shot to be just right. It required dozens of takes.
“I must have died on that thing like 70 or 80 times. My knees were so
sore from dropping,” Burns said.
But Johnson was just as nervous, as the man doing the decapitating.
“Brent was actually nailing it on that one. I kept screwing up,” Johnson
said. “I think I was so worried about hitting him with my sword that I was
choking up a little bit too much and they were like, no, you’ve got to get
closer. And he’s a tall dude, so my swing has got to be a little more head
height. So we had to do that a bunch of times, but it was basically on me.
Full disclosure, I’m not the most adept swordsman there is. But it was a
funny scene to lop somebody’s head off. It was pretty good watching him
go down. I’m sure he’s taken much bigger falls than the one he had to do
for us, that’s for sure.”
Not everything went perfectly, though. In an earlier scene, before he lost
his head, Skane lurked in the background during an intimate moment
between King Harald and Gunnhild, played by actress Ragga Ragnars.
He was supposed to say something along the lines of “I’m hungry” before
grabbing one of the ribs laid out in front of him. For whatever reason, he
just couldn’t nail it.
“I probably said it about 100 times. (The directors) were watching the TVs
and I could hear (Ragnars) say to (my wife), ‘He’s not going to get this, is
he?’ And my wife’s like, ‘Nope.’ So it never made it. They didn’t like that
one.”
He also had trouble during another scene with all of the extras scuttling
around providing the ambiance as he was attempting to following the
camera while strolling through Kattegat.
“I’m trying to keep my eyes on the camera right in front of me,” Burns
said. “They’re going backwards on this big dolly thing, and there was a
lady in the village who’s walking a goat and I didn’t see the leash, and I
tripped over the leash. The director goes, ‘Cut!’ I’m like, ‘Oh, God, I
screwed up again.’”
But no one seemed to mind. Weber, Corcoran and Johnson all spoke
about how Burns’ enthusiasm for his role and appreciation to be on set
was evident and refreshing — particularly for Johnson, who was born
and raised in Edmonton, Alberta, and was already very familiar with
Burns from his day job.
“The hardest part was not telling all my hockey friends and family that I
was working with him, to keep it a secret,” Johnson said. “He’s like a big
kid, so enthusiastic, great attitude. So right away he’s easy to work with,
and super fun. Added to that, his family was there, too, getting dressed
up and getting Viking haircuts, and all that.
“Brent looked like a Viking anyway, more than most of us. He looked the
part.”
He also has a couple of unique souvenirs to remember it all. He kept the
braid that was sewed into the back of his head, as well as, yes, the head
itself.
“My head sits next to my Guinness (tap), so whenever I pour that perfect
Guinness pint, I get to see my decapitated noodle,” Burns said.
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Every midseason coaching change of
the cap era, ranked

By Sean McIndoe
Mar 2, 2021
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The NHL had its first coaching change of the season last week, and it
was big news for a couple of reasons. Most importantly, it was Montreal,
and anything that happens in that market will reverberate around the
league. But it also broke the seal on a year that had many of us
wondering if there would be any midseason changes at all. With a
pandemic still raging and a condensed schedule leaving little room to
adjust, would teams be tempted to ride out the year and make their
coaching decisions in the offseason?

These don’t rank quite as badly as the last tier, if only because the
downgrade isn’t as steep. But when it comes to making a midseason
change, half of the equation is figuring out when it’s time to pull the
trigger on a pink slip for a coach who isn’t getting it done anymore, and
the other half is finding a replacement who can do a better job. Let’s just
say that these teams went one-for-two.

Apparently not. Instead, we got what we almost always get – at least one
team deciding that it had to make a change during the season, with more
potentially on the way. Since the expansion era began in 1967, the 201718 season remains the only one that didn’t have at least one midseason
coaching change. Sometimes, the change works out brilliantly. Other
times, a struggling team keeps spinning their wheels. Occasionally, a
poorly thought-out switch makes a bad situation even worse.

60. Nov. 4, 2018: Kings replace John Stevens with Willie Desjardins

So today, let’s look back at every midseason coaching change of the cap
era. That’s a total of 67, by my count, not including brief interim stints or
temporary absences. We can divide them into some familiar categories.
And of course, we’ll rank them from the worst midseason change of the
era to the very best, with the benefit of hindsight.
We’ll start at the bottom and work our way up. Anyone know the number
for a cab?
The worst of the worst
I’m guessing there’s no big surprise with this pic.
67. Nov. 27, 2016: Panthers replace Gerard Gallant with Tom Rowe
You at least can sort of see what the Panthers were going for. They’d
recently transitioned the front office job from Dale Tallon to Rowe, and
new GMs often want to bring in their own guy. Rowe was embracing a
more analytics-based mindset – this was what would become derisively
known in Florida as the era of the Computer Boys – and Gallant didn’t
seem to be fully on board. So despite coming off a 103-point season in
which Gallant was Jack Adams runner-up and a disappointing-but-notawful 11-10-1 record through 22 games, Rowe pulled the trigger and
named himself interim coach for the rest of the year.
Oh, and then they didn’t call Gallant a cab, which turned into a leaguewide punch line and infuriated the old guard.
Presumably, the idea was for Rowe to make it through the season, see
what his roster looked like up close, and then hire his own guy in the
spring. Instead, the team missed the playoffs, Rowe lost a front office
power struggle, and Tallon was put back in charge. Meanwhile, Gallant
took the expansion Golden Knights job and won the Jack Adams in his
first season in Vegas. Just a complete mess all around.

61. Dec. 8, 2014: Senators replace Paul MacLean with Dave Cameron

59. Nov. 27, 2006: Blackhawks replace Trent Yawney with Denis Savard
58. Feb. 2, 2009: Senators replace Craig Hartsburg with Cory Clouston
I wasn’t sure whether MacLean should be in this category or the last one;
after all, he won a Jack Adams in Ottawa. But he hasn’t had another
head coaching job since, and his name rarely even comes up these days
when there are openings. This league is weird, is what I’m trying to say.
Uh oh, the boss is here, look busy
It’s never a good sign when the GM fires the coach and then, rather than
hire somebody new, just decides to take over himself. It also rarely works
out in the short-term, although that’s not really the point. There are a few
more examples from this category that will show up elsewhere, including
the Tom Rowe example we’ve already seen, but I think these six can be
grouped together.
57. Dec. 26, 2014: Devils replace Peter DeBoer with Adam Oates, Scott
Stevens and Lou Lamoriello
56. Feb. 10, 2019: Ducks replace Randy Carlyle with Bob Murray
55. Jan. 14, 2006: Canadiens replace Claude Julien with Bob Gainey
54. Mar. 10, 2009: Canadiens replace Guy Carbonneau with Bob Gainey
53. Apr. 2, 2007: Devils replace Claude Julien with Lou Lamoriello
52. Oct. 17, 2007: Thrashers replace Bob Hartley with Don Waddell
The Habs midseason firing of Julien – wait, I need to be more specific,
the Habs 2006 midseason firing of Julien – was a bit of an odd one.
Gainey took over but also brought in Carbonneau as an assistant while
all but guaranteeing that he’d get the job at the end of the season. He
did, only to get the same treatment from Gainey three years later even
though the team was playing well at the time.
But the worst of the worst here is that weird Devils’ change from 2014,
that saw Lou Lamoriello make himself part of a three-headed monster.
Nobody ever likes to get fired, but I wonder if DeBoer took it as a
compliment that it apparently took three guys to replace him.

Fired a good coach for a bad one

Off-ice situations

Sometimes, a team has to make the difficult call of parting ways with a
veteran coach who’s had a lot of success over the course of a long
career. That’s life in hockey, where everyone has a shelf life. But if you’re
going to make the move, you’d better have a replacement in mind who
can at least come reasonably close to stepping into those big shoes.
These teams thought they did and they were wrong.

These are the midseason changes that are tough to rank because they
had unusual circumstances attached.

66. Dec. 17, 2011: Canadiens replace Jacques Martin with Randy
Cunneyworth
65. Oct. 22, 2006: Flyers replace Ken Hitchcock with John Stevens
64. Nov. 28, 2011: Hurricanes replace Paul Maurice with Kirk Muller
63. Feb. 1, 2017: Blues replace Ken Hitchcock with Mike Yeo
62. Nov. 28, 2011: Capitals replace Bruce Boudreau with Dale Hunter
A few notes. First, that’s not a typo, there are two firings in this category
from the same date. Let’s just say November 28, 2011 wasn’t a great day
to be making a coaching change, especially if the guy you had in mind
was a 1980s Patrick Division center. Second, we get two appearances
from the same fired coach, as Hitchcock proves to be a tough guy to
replace by pulling double duty. That includes the 2006 Flyers bloodbath
that also saw Bobby Clarke resign after a 1-6-1 start.
From bad to worse

51. Dec. 20, 2005: Devils replace Larry Robinson with Lou Lamoriello
50. Nov. 29, 2019: Flames replace Bill Peters with Geoff Ward
49. Dec. 10, 2019: Stars replace Jim Montgomery with Rick Bowness
Peters and Montgomery were forced out due to off-ice behaviour, while
Robinson resigned due to stress and health concerns. There have been
other changes where there was a grey area between what was
happening on the ice and elsewhere, but these three stand out as cases
where the team really had no choice.
Still too soon to tell
With none of these replacements having even a full season’s worth of
games under their belt, the jury’s still out.
48. Dec. 11, 2019: Sharks replace Peter DeBoer with Bob Boughner
47. Feb. 24, 2021: Montreal replaces Claude Julien with Dominique
Ducharme
46. Feb. 14, 2020: Wild replace Bruce Boudreau with Dean Evanson

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 3, 2021
45. Nov. 20, 2019: Maple Leafs replace Mike Babcock with Sheldon
Keefe

permanently. Torchetti actually did it three times; he was also the interim
coach for the Panthers in the last pre-cap season, 2003-04.

Four big-name veterans who were fired midseason, and of the four
replacements, Boughner is the only one who had previous NHL head
coaching experience when he took over. He hasn’t been able to turn the
Sharks around yet, while Evanson’s doing well in Minnesota and Keefe
sure looks like a clear upgrade over Babcock’s old-school ways.

Now I kind of want to see a detective show called “Horachek and
Torchetti” where two grizzled partners try to solve crimes but keep having
their investigations interrupted by one of them getting an interim coaching
job in the NHL. Their harried boss could be played by Rogie Vachon.

As for Ducharme, he’s had the job in Montreal for a week and hasn’t won
a single Stanley Cup so he’s a bum.
On the rebound
These are always awkward, and until last season they were exceedingly
rare. A guy gets fired somewhere, he barely has time to clean out his
office, and he’s already snapped up by a new team. You’re happy for
them, even if there’s always a “guy who got dumped and got into a new
relationship a little too quickly to compensate” vibe to the whole thing.

Spinning wheels
Things weren’t going great. The team made a change. Things continued
to not go great. Call me crazy, but maybe it wasn’t the coach?
30. Nov. 13, 2013: Sabres replace Ron Rolston with Ted Nolan
29. Dec. 15, 2014: Oilers replace Dallas Eakins with Todd Nelson
28. Mar. 2, 2012: Maple Leafs replace Ron Wilson with Randy Carlyle
27. Jan. 2, 2010: Blues replace Andy Murray with Davis Payne

44. Jan. 6, 2020: Predators replace Peter Laviolette with John Hynes

26. Jan. 17, 2017: Islanders replace Jack Capuano with Doug Weight

43. Jan. 15, 2020: Golden Knights replace Gerard Gallant with Peter
DeBoer
42. Nov. 13, 2006: Blue Jackets replace Gerard Gallant with Ken
Hitchcock

Weight at least gave the Islanders a short-term boost, although not
enough of one to get into the playoffs, and he was done after another
year. Ted Nolan guided the Sabres to a pair of last-place finishes, which
you could argue was exactly what the team wanted him to do, but didn’t
get to stick around for the Jack Eichel era that followed.

41. Feb. 14, 2017: Canadiens replace Michel Therrien with Claude Julien

It was just time to move on

Both of the 2020 hires could have also gone in the “too soon to tell”
category, and the Predators’ swap doesn’t exactly look like a home run
right now. Gallant shows up twice here, although in 2006 he was actually
briefly replaced by Gary Agnew on an interim basis before the Blue
Jackets jumped on Hitchcock.

Sometimes a coach does just about all he can do for your organization.
He turns the program around, leads you to success, maybe a final or
even a championship. Heck, he might be in the conversation for the best
coach in franchise history. But nothing lasts forever, and at some point
it’s just time for a change.

As for Julien, if you’re getting the feeling that his name shows up on this
list a lot, you’re right – five times in total, to be exact. This is the only
case where he’s getting the job instead of losing it.

25. Feb. 20, 2013: Sabres replace Lindy Ruff with Ron Rolston

I’m honestly not sure I remember either guy
I’m not trying to be glib here, but the third midseason coaching change of
the cap era may be the only one I have no recollection of at all.

24. Nov. 6, 2018: Blackhawks replace Joel Quenneville with Jeremy
Colliton
23. Oct. 7, 2013: Flyers replace Peter Laviolette with Craig Berube
22. Dec. 3, 2008: Hurricanes replace Peter Laviolette with Paul Maurice

40. Jan. 12, 2006: Islanders replace Steve Stirling with Brad Shaw

21. Dec. 1, 2011: Ducks replace Randy Carlyle with Bruce Boudreau

Stirling was halfway through his second season as an NHL head coach.
Shaw lasted just the rest of the year before being replaced by Ted Nolan.
Neither Stirling nor Shaw has been a head coach since. I guess we can
call this one a wash.

I’m grouping these together, but there’s a pretty clear separation.
Boudreau and Maurice were both upgrades, and Berube was too, at least
temporarily. Colliton got off to a rough start but looks better this year. And
the Rolston era lasted just 51 games.

Interim coaches who didn’t get the job

Disasters replaced by guys who weren’t disasters

As you’d expect, the list of midseason changes features more than a few
coaches who were given the interim tag when they took over. Often,
those coaches go on to get the full-time job. But some don’t, and in at
least a few of these cases you get the feeling that they were never
seriously considered. Instead, they’re there to serve as a buffer between
old and new. There’s value in that, but it’s hard to rank them all that high
on this list.

None of these new coaches were exactly what you’d call success stories;
they either had the job temporarily or went on to put up a mediocre
record. But considering who they were replacing, we can just go ahead
and call it an improvement.

39. Jan. 6, 2015: Maple Leafs replace Randy Carlyle with Peter
Horachek
38. Mar. 1, 2019: Senators replace Guy Boucher with Marc Crawford

20. Dec. 11, 2006:Blues replace Mike Kitchen with Andy Murray
19. Feb. 27, 2008: Senators replace John Paddock with Bryan Murray
18. Dec. 23, 2010: Devils replace John Maclean with Jacques Lemaire
17. Nov. 14, 2008: Lightning replace Barry Melrose with Rick Tocchet

35. Feb. 3, 2010: Blue Jackets replace Ken Hitchcock with Claude Noel

Every now and then, I have to stop and remind myself that Tampa kicked
off the Steven Stamos era by bringing Barry Melrose out of the broadcast
booth for his first coaching job in 13 years, then gave him all of 16 games
before firing him amidst accusations of “total negligence.” The pre-Vinik
era was something else.

34. Dec. 3, 2019: Devils replace John Hynes with Alain Nasreddine

The clear upgrade

33. Feb. 13, 2016: Wild replace Mike Yeo with John Torchetti
32. Dec. 17, 2018: Flyers replace Dave Hakstol with Scott Gordon

Now we’re getting to the good stuff. These guys didn’t necessarily collect
a mantle full of Jack Adams trophies and Cup rings, but they were clear
upgrades over the guy who came before them.

31. Nov. 20, 2018: Oilers replace Todd McLellan with Ken Hitchcock

16. Jan. 9, 2012: Blue Jackets replace Scott Arniel with Todd Richards

Special shoutout to Peter Horachek and John Torchetti, who both had
multiple stints as an interim coach without ever getting the job

15. Nov. 15, 2010: Islanders replace Scott Gordon with Jack Capuano

37. Mar. 21, 2006: Kings replace Andy Murray with John Torchetti
36. Nov. 8, 2013: Panthers replace Kevin Dineen with Peter Horachek
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14. Dec. 4, 2009: Flyers replace John Stevens with Peter Laviolette
13. Nov. 6, 2011: Blues replace Davis Payne with Ken Hitchcock
12. Feb. 23, 2009: Rangers replace Tom Renney with John Tortorella

The payoff wasn’t quite as immediate as some other moves on this list,
but no team ultimately reaped as many rewards from a coaching change.
Out of 67 midseason changes (and counting), this is the one that stands
as the single best.

11. Dec. 15, 2005: Penguins replace Ed Olczyk with Michel Therrien
10. Nov. 22, 2007: Capitals replace Glen Hanlon with Bruce Boudreau
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The Pens hiring of Therrien was the very first midseason coaching switch
of the cap era, and to this day remains one of the very best.
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Still there to this day
A fun fact is that four of the five longest-serving coaches in the NHL
today arrived via a midseason change. Three are below, and there’s one
more we’ll meet later. (The only coach that’s been on the job for more
than five years who was hired during an offseason is Jeff Blashill.)
9. Oct. 21, 2015: Blue Jackets replace Todd Richards with John
Tortorella
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Sportsnet.ca / Ducharme's fingerprints all over Canadiens' skid-snapping
win vs. Senators
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8. Jan. 12, 2014: Jets replace Claude Noel with Paul Maurice
7. Feb. 7, 2017: Bruins replace Claude Julien with Bruce Cassidy
6. Mar. 24, 2013: Lightning replace Guy Boucher with Jon Cooper
I’ll be honest, when the Bruins fired Julien and gave the job to Cassidy, I
thought they’d messed up – especially when Julien landed with a division
rival a few days later. The lesson, as always, is to never listen to my
opinions about anything.
Midseason Cup winners
This is the holy grail for any GM eying a coaching change. The new guy
isn’t just an upgrade. He’s not just a major improvement. He doesn’t just
get you back into the playoff race. No, he wins the whole damn thing,
brings you a Stanley Cup before he’s even had a chance to run his own
training camp.
5. Feb. 15, 2009: Penguins replace Michel Therrien with Dan Bylsma
4. Nov. 19, 2018: Blues replace Mike Yeo with Craig Berube
3. Dec. 12, 2015: Penguins replace Mike Johnston with Mike Sullivan
2. Dec. 12, 2011: Kings replace Terry Murray with Darryl Sutter
Bylsma’s magic didn’t last all that long. Sutter and Sullivan won multiple
Cups. (We’re counting the change as being Murray-to-Sutter, even
though the Kings briefly turned to John Stevens for four games of interim
work.) These all have to rank in the top five because they hit the bullseye
of any team’s dream scenario.
In fact, you might be expecting that they’d rank at the very top of the list.
They almost do, but I think there’s one midseason change that somehow
worked out even better than the best-case. In what might be considered
a mild upset, I’m giving top spot to a switch that didn’t result in a Stanley
Cup… at least not right away.
The best midseason coaching change of the cap era
1.Oct. 16, 2008: Blackhawks replace Denis Savard with Joel Quenneville
Savard was a very good player who was not an especially good coach,
although he did guide Chicago to 88 points in his only full season behind
the bench. That was in 2007-08, the first year of the Jonathan
Toews/Patrick Kane era, and the Hawks had to decide if he was the
coach to get them to the next level. It didn’t take them long to decide that
he wasn’t, as a 1-2-1 start in 2008-09 sealed Savard’s fate and made him
one of the fastest midseason firings in history.
They replaced him with Quenneville, then a veteran of 11 seasons with
the Blues and Avalanche who’d only been out of the second round once.
It was a perfect fit, as the Blackhawks finished with over 100 points and
went to the 2009 conference final. But the big payoff came with a Stanley
Cup in 2010. And then another. And then yet another, with Quenneville
becoming the only three-time Cup-winning coach of the cap era while
cementing his reputation as perhaps the very best in the business.

MONTREAL — It’s a win Dominique Ducharme will never forget, with his
Montreal Canadiens snapping a five-game losing streak and offering a
performance that had his fingerprints all over it.
His first win as an NHL coach. For his Montreal Canadiens.
Think about that.
Ducharme, the 47-year-old from Joliette — a Quebec town of fewer than
20,000 people — under the bright lights of the Bell Centre as coach of
the most storied franchise in the league, celebrating this
accomplishment, thinking of his late father and his mother, of his brother,
of his children, of all the people he met along his playing and coaching
career, of which there are too many to thank, he said.
“To be having my first NHL win is something,” Ducharme added after
Jonathan Drouin picked up the game puck and Shea Weber handed it to
him following Montreal’s 3-1 win Tuesday. “To have it with this team —
the Canadiens — is even more special to me.”
Never mind that it came against the Ottawa Senators, who came into the
game as the last-placed team in the North Division. Forget about the fact
that the Senators had played the Calgary Flames while the Canadiens
were cooling their heels at home on Monday.
D.J.’s Smith’s blue-collar crew worked themselves to the bone — just as
they had to collect three wins in four previous games against the
Canadiens this season — and they were full value on Tuesday.
“They work hard and they work well,” Ducharme said. “They have details
in their game that makes games difficult for their opponents.”
But the Canadiens responded to that with their most complete game in a
month, with four lines fighting for every inch of ice, with six defencemen
closing off space, with the struggling power play finally asserting itself,
with the even more troubled penalty kill suffocating its opponents and
with one goaltender stopping nearly every shot he faced.
About Carey Price: we’re assuming we weren’t the only ones in Quebec
who were surprised to see Ducharme put the puck in his glove for this
game. The 33-year-old had been a shell of himself in his last outing — a
6-3 loss to the Winnipeg Jets last Thursday — and it seemed probable
he’d be given a couple more days to keep working out the kinks while
Jake Allen took his .929 save percentage to Montreal’s net.
But Allen had lost a 2-1 overtime decision to the Jets on Saturday (albeit
in a game Ducharme said the Canadiens deserved a better fate) and
surely there was a calculation made it might have hurt Price more than
helped him to sit him after an Allen loss.
The coach watched Price practise Friday, Saturday and Monday, he
watched the individual work Price did with goaltending coach Stephane
Waite and he had to have taken note of his engagement in the video
room and the gym, and then he came to the podium Tuesday morning
and announced the Anahim Lake, B.C., native was getting the nod.
“I’m grateful,” Price said after making 26 saves. “It’s an opportunity that
I’m thankful for, and I’m happy that it turned out the way it did.”
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We watched him closely, tried to note all the big saves, but it was the
little ones that stood out. The ones he routinely makes when his game is
right. The ones that would be hard for someone else but typically look
easy for him. The ones he’s built his rep on over the majority of his time
in the NHL.
Price was beat by a post-dinger from Artem Zub, a wide-open shot from
inside the right circle. This was no game-killer, but a good shot he
shrugged off and forgot quickly.
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Ducharme showed Price confidence and Price took it in and ended up
rewarding his coach for it.
Ducharme showed Phillip Danault confidence after the centre struggled
coming into the game and even struggled through the first bit of it —
particularly in the faceoff circle. But Danault pulled back 10 of 16 draws in
the end, including two huge ones in the final four minutes, with the
Canadiens clinging to the 2-1 lead that power-play goals for Brendan
Gallagher and Jeff Petry helped them secure.
Ducharme said he pulled Paul Byron, Jake Evans, Artturi Lehkonen and
Danault aside and told them the penalty kill belongs to them, that he’d
lean on Nick Suzuki, Toffoli and Joel Armia to help here and there, but
that they’d need to own this aspect of the game.
“I want all my players to feel important,” Ducharme said. “When someone
is involved with whatever the job is, if he feels like he’s got an impact into
the game or in his job, he’s going to perform better.”
One has to wonder what he told Jesperi Kotkaniemi over the last few
days, because the 20-year-old, who had been alright but not quite on the
level we saw from him in the August playoffs, was the best version of
himself — a confident, assertive and fast player who made everyone
around him better in this one, even if he only played 12:50.

Chris Johnston@reporterchris
March 2, 2021, 3:36 PM

Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza grew up in the era of wooden sticks and
clutching-and-grabbing and the two-line pass.
You might be inclined to label the Toronto Maple Leafs teammates as
dinosaurs because they’ve each got hockey memories and NHL
experiences stretching back longer than some of the game’s young stars
have walked this earth.
But the truth is they’re more like unicorns, and they’ve played a
significant role in Toronto’s league-best .783 points percentage through
23 games.
Consider what they share in common beyond wisdom, good humour and
an avalanche of games played: Thornton and Spezza are both on a
$700,000 contract, the minimum amount allowable under the terms of the
collective bargaining agreement.

The kid, who played 1:36 of the 2:39 the Canadiens had on the power
play, has enjoyed his short time under Ducharme.

And they’re outperforming their twice-monthly pay cheques by a wide
margin.

“I like it,” Kotkaniemi said. “I like it a lot.”

Of the 24 NHL players who have appeared in 10 or more games this
season on a $700,000 contract, none have more goals (five), points (12)
or points per hour (2.94) than Spezza. And none come close to matching
Thornton’s points per game (.91), goals-for percentage (75 per cent) or
Corsi-for percentage (57.9 per cent) in a year where he’s missed time
with a rib fracture and undisclosed lower-body issue.

You can tell he’s not the only one with the way the Canadiens have built
on things since Ducharme took over. The coach wanted to see speed
and puck support all over the ice, much like he saw on Saturday vs.
Winnipeg, and he wanted to see yet another step forward taken against
Ottawa.
“We want to be in your face,” Gallagher said of the style that’s been
implemented.
He conceded there’s plenty of room for growth. As did Price.
“Happy, not satisfied,” Price said, borrowing a common phrase from
Ducharme’s predecessor, Claude Julien, who was relieved of his duties
last Wednesday following Montreal’s third consecutive loss and its sixth
loss in eight games.
Still, the penalty kill took a huge step and found something it hadn’t had
since the early portion of the season when it shot out of the gate with
seven short-handed goals.
“Everybody was working in unison and executing really well,” said Price.
“We just did a great job of eliminating plays and closing seams. I thought
everything that we wanted to do we accomplished.”
Ditto on the power play, where Kotkaniemi said the puck movement and
shooting mentality was essential.
The player movement stood out to these eyes.
“One of the objectives we had was to change our mentality to be more
aggressive, more active,” Ducharme said of the man-advantage assistant
coach Alex Burrows now presides over. “The guys did a good job of it
tonight, and Alex came in and really prepared them well and worked hard
with them.”
It paid off and helped earn Ducharme a win he’ll tell his grandchildren
about someday.
“Defintely very happy for coach and Burr,” said Price. “They’ve both been
working, working really hard, and I’m sure that they’re pretty happy
tonight and proud to be in the NHL.”

Scan a little further down the list and you’ll also find unheralded Travis
Boyd among the players providing the Leafs an elevated return in
exchange for the lowest NHL salary possible.
Collectively, they are the answer to a question that’s reverberated around
this organization since well-publicized contract negotiations resulted in
Auston Matthews, John Tavares, Mitch Marner and William Nylander
signing big-money deals.
How do you win while paying your top-four forwards more than $40
million per year? In a hard-cap league, you absolutely must find value
somewhere else.
Enter former NHL stars with deep ties to Toronto and contributions that
extend beyond the intangibles. Thornton has held down a spot on the
Leafs top line when healthy and both he and Spezza are regulars on the
NHL’s second-most proficient power play. Spezza has also taken on a
specialized penalty-killing role that’s seen him line up for more than three
times as many faceoffs as any teammate in that game state and win an
impressive 56.7 per cent of them.
On rival teams, those jobs are filled by depth players eating up a larger
chunk of the salary cap. And in most cases they’re not getting the same
level of performance for the extra allocation.
Kyle Dubas was aggressive in pursuing Spezza during his free agency in
2019, setting up a sit-down meeting in the days before July 1 that helped
establish the Leafs as front-runners. The veteran forward had other,
more lucrative options elsewhere and wanted to win a Stanley Cup even
more badly than he wanted to play for his hometown team. The
conversations with the Leafs general manager convinced him he could
actually do both.
"I thought it was a great opportunity and wanted to do whatever possible
to make it work, knowing the team was going to have salary restraints

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 3, 2021
and stuff," Spezza told Sportsnet during training camp in September
2019. "I was willing to kind of accommodate that and not get hung up
over that."
He signed another one-year contract with Toronto a few weeks before
Thornton took a similar plunge. The 41-year-old had options – both in
San Jose and beyond – but chose the Leafs after some soul-searching
and consulting a range of friends for advice, everyone from Joe Pavelski
and Patrick Marleau to NFL Hall of Famer Joe Montana.
Like Spezza, the family aspect was only a small part of what brought the
St. Thomas, Ont., native to the Leafs.
"Really it’s because of the hockey team honestly," Thornton said after
signing. "This team is a very, very good team and I need to win a Stanley
Cup."
At the time, Dubas didn’t make it sound like there were any actual
negotiations. He summed up the courting process like this: "We just kind
of told him ‘this is what we have to offer and this is where we’re at."’
They had to sell a role, an opportunity and a vision while asking for a
discount. That was the only way this roster could be filled out so
effectively around the young stars because of the zero-sum game of NHL
cap management.
There weren’t many other Thorntons or Spezzas out there to pursue if
either signed elsewhere. The list of formerly elite players still burning to
play – and still able to contribute – in the late stages of their careers isn’t
particularly long.
It helps that they’re comfortable co-existing, too.
One of the first things Thornton got after signing with the Leafs was an
invitation from Spezza to take his No. 19 sweater. Instead he went with
the No. 97 that is currently one of the top sellers league-wide.
"I’m a FaceTime guy, so I like FaceTiming guys. Apparently he does, too,
so he’s my kind of guy," Thornton said of Spezza. "He FaceTimed me
and said ‘Hey man, do you want No. 19?’ I said ‘Nope. I’m not taking
anything from you."’
Neither of them is taking very much from the Maple Leafs, in relative
terms, and the team has become much stronger for it.
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Florida Panthers
The Panthers had some interesting things about them dating back to last
season when they brought Sergei Bobrovsky and Joel Quenneville
aboard. Florida finished with the sixth-best offence in the NHL last
season, but were undone by a porous defence and really disappointing
goaltending.
This year they still have a top-10 offence and control a considerable
amount more of the shots being taken than they did last year.
But Florida hasn't accomplished this by pouring more offence on the ice.
The defence has been tougher in close to the net and at least one goalie
has been steady from the start.
(All stats 5-on-5 from Natural Stat Trick)
Chris Driedger has been among the more unexpected stories of this
season so far, with a .928 save percentage that ranks among the best in
the league. While Bobrovsky has had some blowup starts along the way,
Driedger has been pretty stable and allowed the Panthers to accumulate
wins and start with a strong record.
The team is taking a hot hand approach to the position right now and
between the two of them and this improved defence, the Panthers have
the fifth-best 5-on-5 save percentage after ranking 29th there last
season.
There is measurable change to what's going on in front of Florida's
goalies this season and it tightens up what was their biggest weakness
last season without having the offence suffer.
They're fighting atop this year's Central Division, and not only by taking
advantage of soft points on their schedule either -- the Panthers are 7-22 against Dallas, Tampa, Carolina and Chicago (who, I suppose, we can
no longer count among the weaker matchups on the schedule).
Winnipeg Jets
The Jets' inclusion here may be a head-scratcher now, but don't forget
what the outlook was in the Canadian division before the puck dropped in
January.
Toronto was one of the favourites. An improved Montreal was a dark
horse pick by some, Calgary for others. Even those who had Vancouver
taking a step back put them in the running for a playoff spot. And
Edmonton, with Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, was tough to push
down anyone's board. So it was hard to find a spot for Winnipeg, the fifthbest Canadian team last season, and they tended to slide down
projections.
Today, they have the second-best points percentage in the group.

Sportsnet.ca / NHL's four most surprising teams of 2021 and what makes
them tick

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen
March 2, 2021, 10:35 AM

In a 56-game season, everything is moving fast.
Like, can you believe by the time this week is out, the Vancouver
Canucks will hit the halfway point of their season? They'll get there first,
but most other teams will follow in the week to come.
This season, 28 games marks the halfway point, which really drives
home how important it is to avoid long stretches of losing hockey
because just one of those could bury you.
For teams that had lukewarm aspirations this season, a good long run or
two could change everything we think about them and put them in a
position to surprise. With so many games still to come, there is lots of
time to see which of these teams are real and which are a mirage behind
a hot start.
Here are four teams who have surprised us this year, and how they've
accomplished it so far.

While the Panthers' improvement can at least in part be directed at the
better defence and goaltending, the same can't be said for the Jets. The
sixth-worst team in 5-on-5 shots against per 60 minutes, and the worst
team in high danger chances against last season, Winnipeg is ranked
exactly the same in both categories so far in 2021.
This team just does not let a bad start get to it, with a league-leading six
wins when trailing after the first period.
In fact, the change between their offence and defence splits aren't all that
much between this year and last. They shoot about as often and allow
about as much against, both inside and outside of the most desirable
areas. They were even one of the better teams when trailing after one
period a year ago.
Interestingly, the Jets may just have found a better fit for their style within
the North Division. Five teams from this division rank in the bottom nine
in shots against at 5-on-5, so they're not giving a great advantage to any
of their competitors by giving up lots there. On offence five North Division
teams, including Winnipeg, rank in the top 11 for 5-on-5 goals per game.
But what really makes them stand out is Hellebuyck, who washes away
any defensive issues anyway. He can be relied upon for a really heavy
workload and, at 27, isn't at an age where injury or fatigue becomes any
more of a concern.
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The Jets' offence is dangerous and can hang with the best the North
Division has to offer and, unlike the other top offences in this group, they
also have an elite goalie who's going to steal some games.

• Will NBA Top Shot come to the NHL?

Chicago Blackhawks

• Kekalainen backs Tortorella

The only team in this list that has been outscored at 5-on-5, the
Blackhawks might be the surprise team of the season so far.

• Trade landscape a buyer’s market

Finishing 23rd last year and only getting games beyond the regular
season because of a unique playoff set up, Chicago was still charting
towards a top draft pick and becoming a trade deadline seller this year.
Jonathan Toews missed the start of the season and is still out with an
unknown illness. After letting Corey Crawford walk, the goaltending
appeared to be a mess.

“I got a couple of messages like, ‘Have you lost your mind?’” he says
from Los Angeles. “Someone tweeted at me, ‘You could have a small
family home, but cool.’ But I love it…. It’s like day-trading-meets-sportsmeets-fantasy.”

And then Kevin Lankinen appeared and all was well.
Just like last year the Blackhawks allow a ton of shots, though they have
somewhat cut down on the most dangerous ones. Lankinen, the
undrafted 25-year-old rookie out of Finland, is in the running for the
Calder Trophy this season -- and we have to wonder if he might end in
the Vezina discussion if he keeps this up.

Jesse Schwarz is laughing before the question is finished.

Last week, Schwarz created big-time buzz when he purchased a LeBron
James “moment” on NBA Top Shot for $208,000. If that sentence
sounded like sixth-century Cappadocian to you, here’s a basic explainer:
This is the evolution of sports-card trading for the digital world. Instead of
a physical card, we’re talking about virtual highlights. The ones you can
find online for free are being turned into a limited number of “moments”
for sale.

Measuring goals saved above average in all situations from Natural Stat
Trick, Lankinen ranks third in the league behind a couple notable names.

A Montrealer until his mid-20s, Schwarz displayed an entrepreneurial
bent as a teenager, culminating in the creation of the Yo’Dough cookie
company during his final year of university. He came up with unique
flavours and sold them to stores.

On top of this totally unexpected performance, the Hawks are getting
others we knew were possible. Alex DeBrincat is back on a full season
40-goal pace after tallying just 19 a year ago, and Patrick Kane is second
in league scoring, nine points clear of the next highest-scoring non-North
Division player.

“It was before the time of Uber Eats and that kind of thing, which would
have been great for that business,” he says. It did get him cover
treatment in the Montreal Gazette, which led to friends nicknaming him
“Front Page.” Hence the title of his latest venture — Front Page Projects.

They make up for being outscored at 5-on-5 with the league's best power
play, which was 28th and converted just over 15 per cent of the time in
2019-20.
Minnesota Wild
It's mostly about Kirill Kaprizov, a superstar rookie who, unlike Lankinen,
arrived with plenty of fanfare and expectation. He has breathed new life
into the Wild and, when he's on the ice, they play at a pace and with a
style we're not used to in this uniform.
But it's not just Kaprizov who is changing the face and outlook in
Minnesota. For a team that looked to have gone stale in all aspects for
some time, it's refreshing to see a rookie leading them in scoring, and
three other players under 25 slotting into the team's top five scorers.
And now here comes Kaapo Kahkonen, a hyped fourth-round prospect
who had a few NHL starts a year ago but spent most of it in the minors,
where he won the AHL's best goalie award. He's taking over in
Minnesota's net, has strung five wins in a row and had a .923 save
percentage in February.
The Wild are a fun story this season and lots is changing there, but it is
still being turned over to a young group. We should anticipate some
hiccups along the way. While they sit 12-6-1 and third in the West
Division (second by points percentage), the Wild haven't played St. Louis
yet, and only saw Vegas for the first time on Tuesday, losing in extra
time. So, bigger tests on Minnesota's staying power are to come.
But the best news from Minnesota this year is a new core is starting to
blow in and the early returns are encouraging.
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Why NHL is exploring the NBA Top Shot
trend

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC
March 2, 2021, 4:30 PM

That background makes his cliff-dive into this space even more
interesting.
“I think LeBron James is the greatest athlete of all-time across any
sport…. And, from an investing standpoint, I really think he’s underrated.
The way I see value with something like Top Shot, with the prices
changing so fast, it’s really about comparing across the different
‘moments.’ Zion Williamson (New Orleans Pelicans), Luka Doncic (Dallas
Mavericks), Ja Morant (Memphis Grizzlies), these guys are priced
sometimes 60-80 per cent the price of a LeBron.
“They obviously have huge potential, but LeBron already is a legend. If
he retired tomorrow, that card is going up. If Zion got hurt and had to stop
playing tomorrow, that’s the end. And then he never even reached one
per cent of LeBron’s career. So, it’s a value play. I thought it was
undervalued … even though it was the highest purchase of all time. I
think it’s already worth seven figures.”
Is it a fad without staying power? Is it safe and secure? The answers
have major implications for the NHL, the NHLPA and the alumni.
In 2019, the NBA and its Players’ Association signed a multiyear
licensing agreement with Vancouver-based Dapper Labs, creators of Top
Shot. There are two ways to acquire moments. One is to buy them from
someone else. The other is through a “drop” — an online reveal of new
ones.
Caty Tedman, Top Shot’s head of marketing and partnerships, said
Monday that total marketplace transactions are above $270 million since
June 15, 2020. “Drop” sales go to the company, which also keeps five
per cent of all user-to-user transactions. The NBA and NBPA get an
undisclosed percentage on each.
This is an enormous shift from traditional memorabilia collection.
Previously, royalties were paid on the initial sale. Once items went to the
secondary market, it was out of a league’s or a players’ association’s
control. Not anymore.
In the blockchain/cryptocurrency world, these moments are a class of
digital assets known as “Non-Fungible Tokens” (NFT). Each NFT
contains information unique to it, making it traceable and verifiable. In
Top Shot, you can see the sales history of each moment. Code can be
created that locks in the NHL, the players, the alumni, whoever, in every
sale — not just the first one.
It’s massive, going well beyond collectibles.
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“NFTs could turn into a top-three revenue source for the NBA over the
next 10 years,” Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban wrote to USA Today
in an email.

What also stands out is NBA players and owners pushing it, with force.
Miami’s Andre Iguodala, an early investor in Zoom, jumped on this train
last August.

As everyone recovers from the pandemic pounding, it’s impossible to
ignore this stream. UFC announced a deal with the company last Friday.
Tedman indicated work is being done on an extension with the NBA.

“We’ve had player-management groups reaching out to us,” Tedman
said. “Players sliding into our DMs.”

According to multiple sources, the NHL (with the NHLPA and Alumni) is
one of several leagues discussing/exploring a marriage. Tedman, a New
York Rangers’ fan and a manager in the NHL’s social media department
from 2012–14, wouldn’t give anything away. But she smiled, pointing out
that being Canadian-based might mean Dapper Labs is interested, too.
One source explained it as being similar to the Apple Store. Once a
company establishes itself as the leader in its field, you want to be part of
its family, not elsewhere.
You don’t need to find a spare $200,000 in your couch to get involved in
this particular enterprise. Toronto-based hockey fan Justin Fisher made a
$23 investment in a couple of “packs.”
“It went to $800, to $1,200, all the way to $2,800 before it came back
down,” he said.
Fisher showed me how to look up his username on the site and check
current value. It was at $1,673 on Sunday evening — in the top 28
percentile.
“I treat it like a stock portfolio,” Fisher says. “I’m going to wait and ride it
out.”
(He told a great story about how he got a $3 Fred VanVleet moment for
his mother, Wendy, a huge fan of the Raptor guard. She told him he’s not
allowed to sell that one.)
Popularity is so high that it’s not uncommon to have 100,000 people
online trying to snare a supply of 10,000. If you’re not high enough in line,
good luck.
Dapper Labs’ initial foray into this space was called “CryptoKitties.” Users
created and traded animated cats. One early rendition sold for $170,000.
In May 2019, The Wall Street Journal reported on the fading of that fad,
with the median price at $12.30. Tedman believes that sports are
different, thanks to the enormous passion of its fans.
“We learned that people are interested in this,” Tedman said. “They
wanted to engage in cryptocurrency in a way that wasn’t just currency
speculation. We also learned it had to be credit-card-payment based.
People were not interested in putting a digital wallet on their chrome
extension, then worrying about password recovery. Eighty per cent of our
payments are through credit cards.”
That answers one huge question about Top Shot. In researching
everything from demand to security to the blockchain technology behind
it, there’s a lot of, “I have no (expletive) idea what this is, but you can’t
ignore it.” I asked Schwarz and Fisher if they were worried about losing
their investments/profits if Top Shot lost its league licences, went
bankrupt, etc.
“(The site) is rough — they point out they’re in ‘beta’ (tech speak for still
in testing),” Fisher said. “But their partnership with the NBA, the company
making five per cent on trades…. I just think this blew up too quickly on
them. Once they catch up with demand, I think there’s more of a chance
they do something special than burn out.”
“I don’t think the NBA would put their name on anything they weren’t
planning on sticking with long term,” Schwarz said. “And, if another
company took over, that means the world of digital collectibles becomes
so big that someone else does it, and these would still be the original
ones. That’s how I see it.”
“Once you own it, you own it,” Tedman said. “We can’t go into your wallet
and take it away from you. That was very important to the NBA.”
(Schwarz also likes that Dapper Labs created the blockchain for this,
called “Flow.” “It’s not all different projects on the same chain. This one is
their own.”)

“Some people might complain that I can get the same video on the
internet anywhere any time and watch it,” Cuban wrote in January. “Well,
guess what, I can get the same picture on any traditional, physical card
on the internet and print it out, and that doesn’t change the value of the
card.
“That’s not to say the digital goods and CryptoAssets markets are perfect
— they are not. Transaction costs can be high. The markets can still be
moved by a few big players (whales), and … can be influenced by
narratives that may or may not be true. But the bottom line is that there
are a growing number of investors and traders who think that the digital
goods and CryptoAsset marketplaces are better than old-school physical
markets and the stock market, and most of them are young.”
Another who weighed in? Ted Leonsis (owner of the NHL Capitals/NBA
Wizards):
“I thought about sports cards the last two years,” Schwarz said. “But to
(buy a card), have it shipped, have it graded, where to store it — I don’t
want to hold a $200,000 card in my room. I know a lot of people who do
invest in traditional cards and they have them locked up somewhere.
They’ve never seen their collection. They know on paper what they’ve
invested and they know the value they’ve invested. They buy and sell
and never even touch anything. This is the same concept, but you don’t
have to do any of that.”
1. Another area where blockchain technology could have a massive
effect on the NHL? Tickets. Some teams have moved into the secondary
re-sell market, but many are sold out of their control online or hand to
hand outside of arenas. Moving paperless into the “token” world allows
for clubs/leagues to get a percentage of every sale, no matter where it
occurs. In a gate-driven league, that’s a godsend.
2. A few years ago, I spent some time asking GMs about the intricacies
of firing coaches. How do you know when is the right time? A consistent
response was, “When you see no pushback. The momentum changes in
a game, and your group consistently wilts in the face of it.”
Publicly and privately, Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen stands up for
John Tortorella. This is key, because sometimes what people say in
private is not the same as what they say in public. But, as the Blue
Jackets were swept last weekend in Nashville, extending the losing
streak to five games, it was impossible not to wonder about that
“pushback.” Instead, Kekalainen publicly backed his coach on Tuesday
morning, disputing the idea players have tuned out Tortorella.
“We owe him a lot for what he’s done for this franchise…. I don't believe
in quick fixes — that you all of a sudden blow up something that you've
been building for a while. I have full confidence we’re going to snap out of
this.”
3. Kekalainen did confirm what has been rumoured, that the Blue Jackets
are looking at centres. They’ve got some talented young players who
need time to grow into that position, but immediate help is needed, too.
4. It’s a buyer’s market out there. With five weeks until the trade deadline,
how many teams are really willing to take on money? Never mind “can”
take on money under the cap, but would be willing to do so? The list is
not long, and there are many more sellers than buyers.
Boston and Philadelphia are eyeing defencemen, although both teams
must monitor expansion-draft issues. You don’t want to make that
situation worse, unless of course you are trading something that nullifies
the problem. Toronto is checking out forwards. Colorado is looking at
some options, but I don’t know how high-salaried they would be. One
interesting possibility: Minnesota. Unafraid GM and challenging for top
spot in the West.
5. A perfect example would be what’s been happening with Anaheim and
Vancouver. They’ve been grinding away off-and-on about a Danton
Heinen-Jake Virtanen move for approximately a week. But it was never a
one-for-one because the money doesn’t match. Heinen makes
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approximately $1 million more than Virtanen this season; the current
Canuck will make $3.4 million cash next season. (Heinen is restricted
with arbitration rights.) So they’ve been trying to figure how to equal
things. For example, I could see the Ducks asking Vancouver if they’d be
interested in Abbotsford’s Derek Grant. It’s a high-wire act.

Earlier this year, La Presse’s Mathias Brunet reported Danault turned
down a six-year, $30-million offer (word is the two sides were
approximately $750,000/year apart). I’ve been in situations where my
contract situation was uncertain — it screws with your mind. Danault is a
really good player, and it sure looks like it’s affected him.

6. On Jack Eichel: I know it’s white-hot in Buffalo, but I would be shocked
for the above reasons if the Sabres considered a trade now. First, it’s
something they have to come to grips with. Second, there simply aren’t a
ton of teams in position to do it for budget or cap reasons. Things change
in the off-season: contracts coming off the cap; the 10 per cent summer
cushion; etc. The Rangers are an obvious exception — they could do it at
any time, if they wished — although some of the proposals I’ve seen out
there are kinda crazy.

12. Carey Price is starting Tuesday against Ottawa. I wondered if the
Canadiens would give Jake Allen a run, simply to let Price have more
practice time. When Julien was fired, Price was 48th among 59 qualified
goalies in Goals Saved Above Expected, an advanced analytic that takes
into account the quality of the shot faced (courtesy Sportlogiq, MarcAndre Fleury led the league). Opponents were targeting high-blocker on
him, too.

7. I do think teams searching for goalie depth have asked Buffalo about
Jonas Johansson, who will be an unrestricted free agent without 21
appearances of at least 30 minutes. Sunday was his second game of the
season.

13. Forgot to include this last week, but Los Angeles GM Rob Blake did
say the Kings hope to re-sign UFA-to-be Alex Iafallo.
14. My guess on Andrei Svechnikov is his next contract comes in around
Mathew Barzal’s (three years, $7-million AAV).

8. Alex Stalock is going to play in Edmonton. The crazy Anton ForsbergTroy Grosenick Canadian quarantine waiver carousel means the Oilers
are preparing to put three goalies on their roster and not risk any further
claims. Stalock confirmed to The Athletic’s Michael Russo what had been
rumoured, that he’d developed a heart inflammation due to COVID
complications. There were fears he’d never play again, so it’s terrific that
he’s back. (Was also great to see Rasmus Ristolainen and Ilya
Samsonov last weekend for similar reasons.)

15. Welcome to the Hart Trophy race, Patrick Kane.

I do think the Oilers would like to see Stalock push Mikko Koskinen and
Mike Smith; the challenge will be getting him up to speed following the
quarantine. He has not played a game since Aug. 7, and it’s not like they
can send him to AHL Bakersfield for a conditioning stint. Stalock is a
competitive guy, so you know he’ll grind for the opportunity.

Twice, however, one team has shut out another three different times
during a season with three different goalies. The first was Montreal over
Philadelphia in 1968-69 (Gump Worsley, Tony Esposito, Rogie Vachon);
the second was Washington over Montreal in 2010-11 and 2011-12
(Braden Holtby, Michal Neuvirth, Tomas Vokoun). Jordan Binnington and
Jake Allen combined for three in a row with the Blues in 2018-19.

9. A week ago, the message to the Flames was, “We’ve got to solve our
problems ourselves.” GM Brad Treliving is not afraid to look around, but
there hasn’t been anything that made sense. Following Monday’s 5–1
defeat in Ottawa, Milan Lucic was spitting fire in defence of head coach
Geoff Ward on the Sportsnet 960 post-game radio show with Pat
Steinberg.
“You hear a lot of outside noise talking about coaching, style of play and
all this bullshit,” he said. “But that has nothing to do with the coaches.
That has everything to do with the guys that are playing…. We just want
it easy on a night-to-night basis. We don’t want to work hard like we did
when this coaching staff took over last year.”
The simple solution in these situations is to fire the coach — but Ward
was given the full-time job on Sept. 14. That’s less than six months ago,
and it would be such a rough look.
10. No team spent more in the off-season than the Montreal Canadiens,
at $102.5 million — and that’s in American dollars, too. (Vegas was
second at $100 million; Ottawa third in the mid-60s.) There aren’t many
owners doing that during the pandemic, which ratchets up the pressure
to extreme levels.
When Claude Julien was fired last week, Montreal was the best team in
the league statistically at five-on-five, scoring 63 per cent of the goals in
that situation during their games (Tampa Bay was right behind them).
That’s usually a good sign for post-season success, but the heightened
level of expectation meant GM Marc Bergevin felt he couldn’t wait that
long to find out.
What that said to me is Bergevin feels the heat, too, which is notable. At
last spring’s GM meetings (which seem like 100 years ago), Bergevin
was facing intense criticism about his choices and made the rounds to
several media to explain. He was confident, though. He had a plan and
believed in what he was going to do; early this season it certainly looked
like the organization was reaping rewards. This was not where Montreal
thought it would be at the beginning of March.
11. I wondered if one of the Canadiens’ immediate goals would be to
kick-start Phillip Danault, goalless in his first 18 games. New coach
Dominique Ducharme tried just that, putting him on the first line and
giving the centre a season-high 21:02 in last Thursday’s 6–3 loss in
Winnipeg. But Danault didn’t play well, and was down to 15:32 two night
later.

16. Thank you to Sportsnet’s Joshua Lessard for the research: No team
has ever shut out an opponent three straight times with three different
goalies. Toronto’s Jack Campbell and Michael Hutchinson shut out
Edmonton on Saturday and Monday. Hutchinson started the second of
those games because Campbell — just back from injury — was banged
up again, joining Frederik Andersen in the infirmary. (Joseph Woll backed
up on Monday.)

Remaining Time -0:00
17. Toronto’s backups were 7-12-2 last season. This year, they are 6-1.
Hutchinson is wearing a Wayne Thomas retro mask during games and a
Felix Potvin during practices. Does he have more? It would be really
something if he pulled out a Mike Palmateer and/or a Curtis Joseph and
rotated them whenever he plays.
“There are no plans for any more right now,” Hutchinson said with a bit of
a laugh.
David Leroux painted the Thomas mask for him, and they went to the
original artist, Greg Harrison, for permission.
“I really like old-school masks,” Hutchinson said. “Clean and clear. So
simple, but looks very cool. I love the history of the Maple Leafs.”
Any particular reason for Potvin?
“I was a huge fan growing up.”
18. Another KHL player to keep an eye on: Magnitogorsk defenceman
Grigori Dronov. Just turned 23 and may need some AHL time, but there
are NHL clubs watching him.
What a player he’s turning out to be. I thought he showed a lot in the
bubble (even though the Jets lost) because he competed so hard when
Patrik Laine and Mark Scheifele went down. Then, after close friend
Laine was traded, he admitted, "This is tough — this is not much fun,” but
hasn’t let it affect his play. Life stinks sometimes — how do you power
through it?
The reaction of his teammates after he fought Corey Perry was priceless.
He doesn’t drop the gloves often, but his last four are Perry, Brad
Marchand, Ryan Getzlaf and Colton Sissons. Not exactly picking
pushovers.
20. Wrote last week about the draft and the CBA-related headaches with
moving it. Had a couple of people reach out to say what the piece lacked
was a “what’s best for the game” angle. That’s a very fair critique,
because it should be paramount.
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Players, agents and teams feel very strongly that the right thing is to
move it. They won’t give up their fight, even though the odds are against
them.
21. Fun podcast interview with San Jose’s Mario Ferraro, who is at the
nexus of where the NHL is going: a talented young player and an active
social media presence. His YouTube page is very good, and you can find
him at Youngest of Plugs.
“Every morning we went to the gym to train, he called it a tweak session,”
Ferraro said. “You gotta work. He says it every day, ‘You gotta work. You
want to play in this league for 10-plus seasons, you gotta work.’ (One
day) I said I’m going to do an extra rep here because I screwed up on the
first set. Next thing you know I’ve got Jumbo Joe Thornton coming over
and doing an extra set with me. He doesn’t like to be topped. He won’t let
you get an extra rep in.”
Another day, he did some extra sprints on a treadmill, causing Thornton
to get annoyed because the future Hall of Famer had to leave and didn’t
want Ferraro staying in the gym longer than he did.
22. What was the funniest thing you saw Thornton do?
“I don’t know why, but he loves to cut grass. And the whole week I was
there, he was talking about cutting his lawn.”
23. Ferraro’s growth spurt came later, so he wasn’t a high OHL pick (the
Barrie Colts took him). In an important lesson for all young players, he
said he “understood everybody has a different path. I tried not to let the
size thing bother me — it was all about compete.”
He went to the USHL’s Des Moines Buccaneers and went to the 2017
NHL Draft, expecting to wait awhile before being selected. He was
surprised to go 49th overall, and even more shocked that it was the
Sharks.
“My meeting did not seem… I think it went the worst out of all the teams,”
he laughs. “It was in my head, I was thinking, ‘Wow, that wasn’t a good
meeting…. San Jose’s not taking me, I’m done, no chance.’”
He went to NCAA UMass with current teammate John Leonard and
Colorado’s Cale Makar, where his game grew.
“The first year I came into San Jose, they said one of the most important
things I needed to work on is having a good stick and defending the rush
skating forward…. There’s a lot of talent out there, so stopping the rush
before they get into the blue line is crucial. So I worked on defending
skating forwards and trying to skate lateral to maintain gap, rather than
just north/south all the time.”
He’s got a bright future.
24. Finally, we asked Ferraro about his most regular partner, Brent
Burns. There’s a common request from the veteran: “‘You get that puck
to me. You get it to me. You get that puck over….’ (Burns) just wants the
puck on his stuck. I’m throwing passes, and whether they’re flat or three
feet in the air, it’s ‘I love that — just get it to me.’”
25. Beating even longer odds than Ferraro is Tanner Jeannot of Estevan,
Sask. It appears as if he will make his NHL debut for Nashville on
Tuesday night. He spent four years with WHL Moose Jaw before going
undrafted. Signed by the Predators as a free agent in April 2018, he’s
played 100 games in the AHL and eight more in the ECHL over the past
two-plus seasons. A big winger, who — at 23 — didn’t have it easy.
Great story.
26. Good news for WHL players based in British Columbia, as the
provincial government announced Monday a plan is in place to allow the
resumption of play in that province. The entire league is now in position
to play, joining the already-in-motion QMJHL. That leaves the OHL as the
only one with an unclear path, although it’s a poorly kept secret that the
goal is something along 24 games in April and May.
Two weeks ago, Owen Sound defenceman Andrew Perrott, playing in
Slovakia while awaiting a resumption in Ontario, authored a widely
supported petition that was delivered to both the league and the
provincial government.
“I was on the phone with a teammate of mine, Mark Woolley, who is also
over here in Slovakia,” Perrott said. “We were chatting about how guys

are struggling. I started writing down my thoughts and feelings on paper.
Didn’t really think anything would come of it. Actually showed my mom
and a couple of people I respect, and they (said), ‘Wow, you actually
wrote that very well. You should maybe do something with it.’ The whole
point was to raise awareness of how important the season is to the
players. Guys have been struggling not being able to play and watching
other (leagues) play right now. We just wanted to be heard.”
Perrott admitted he was nervous about pushing “send,” but San Jose’s
Kurtis Gabriel — a close friend — encouraged him to go through with it.
“A lot of the players have thanked me for it…. They are struggling and it
is hard on them.”
27. He certainly amplified their voices. OHL Commissioner David Branch
released a statement, indicating “the Ontario Hockey League is anxious
to return to play and eager to get our players back on the ice,” and “we
continue to work hard toward ensuring a safe return to play for
everyone.”
It’s a delicate dance for Branch, who recognizes that governments work
at their own pace (slow) and antagonizing them is a bad idea. When Jeff
Marek reported the WHL had an agreement with the province of
Saskatchewan, the WHL was unhappy because the government didn’t
want it released that quickly. So I see what Branch is doing here.
Perrott admitted another of his motivations was to help teammate Carter
Robertson, undrafted and in his final year of junior eligibility. He pointed
to another member of the Attack, Brady Lyle (Providence), and the
Ottawa 67’s Noel Hoefenmayer (Toronto), who signed AHL deals
following their overage seasons.
“How many guys (will) just quit hockey? How many guys’ careers are just
over?”
28. Sam Gagner and John Tavares formally announced their “takeover”
of the Greater Toronto Hockey League’s Marlboros, the crown jewel of
the city’s minor hockey organizations. Both played there on their path to
the pros, and Gagner was approached about this last spring. He loved
his Marlies days, was immediately interested and brought in his close
friend, Tavares. They remain in contact with their old coach, James
Naylor, who will be heavily involved as the two continue their NHL
careers.
“I can’t think of a practice that was systems-based or anything.... (It was
all about) the development of us as players and as people,” Gagner said.
“If we had a 50-minute practice, it was 50 minutes of trying to make us
better hockey players. (With) different age groups, practices are going to
be similar and going to be about skill development.”
29. One of the questions asked to Gagner was about whether he and
Tavares are truly ready for what they are getting into. Since the story was
first reported, Marek and I have been overwhelmed with stories about the
issues facing minor hockey in Canada’s biggest city and the hope
Gagner/Tavares can help change that.
“I like to think that we can help change that perception,” Gagner replied.
“(We want to) create opportunities for everybody. My experience growing
up: I had a rink in my backyard, I got to play in every tournament I could
think of. I feel so fortunate to have had that upbringing and we want to
look at ways to give every kid a chance to do that. I know that minor
hockey has become big business and we don’t want it to be that way….
You had told some stories about parents paying for ice time. That’s not
something we want. There’s a lot of minor-hockey players out there that
have big dreams that their parents might not be able to afford. We want
to give those kids the same opportunities that everyone else gets. So
we’re going to look into ways to do that.”
One of the routes Gagner’s thinking about is “the academy model. I look
at my upbringing, going to school in Oakville, playing hockey in Toronto.
That’s a lot of time in the car. It took away from my education at times….
(Are) there ways that we can facilitate that for the next generation of
players? We’re looking into those avenues.”
30. Gagner had some great lines. On player recruitment: “I’m going to
make Connor McDavid do that for us.” (He’s another ex-Marlboro.)
On the Marlies’ elite level of success, he laughed: “No pressure on us
coming in.”
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On who wins any philosophical debate between him and Tavares: “I do.
I’m sorry, John, but I’m older.”
31. Congratulations to Jeff Deline, leaving his position as Chief Revenue
Officer at Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment for the New York Mets.
He put in the work. His wife’s name is Kim, and their wedding featured
the greatest dance contest I’ve ever seen, by far. (I did not win.)
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks answer success with inconsistency yet again as
Jets rebound

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet
March 3, 2021, 12:40 AM

Everyone knows the Vancouver Canucks have a young core, but at
some point they have to learn to count higher than one.
Another one-game winning streak ended Tuesday when the Canucks
were handily beaten 5-2 by the Winnipeg Jets, 24 hours after
Vancouver’s 4-0 win in Manitoba marked one of its best performances in
what has been a pretty dismal National Hockey League season.
It was the same story two weeks ago when the Canucks returned home
from a 5-1 win in Calgary and were shut out 2-0 by the Jets. Vancouver
followed its 4-1 win in Winnipeg on Jan. 30 by getting embarrassed by
the Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs, who combined for five
straight wins over the Canucks by an aggregate score of 26-10.
As needy as anyone for a winning streak, the Canucks have not
managed consecutive victories since January. Each time they appear to
make a turn upwards in the standings, the Canucks just keep rotating
until they’re facing straight down again. Two 180s equal 360 degrees.
Monday, they were terrific. Tuesday, they were mediocre. Thursday
against the Maple Leafs, who knows?
“I thought Winnipeg played better than us, quite frankly,” Canucks coach
Travis Green said. “I thought we made a couple of soft plays with the
puck that cost us a couple goals. I didn't like our second period. And the
third period was an average period (and)... we didn't have enough good,
solid play to make a comeback.
“I just thought that Winnipeg was a little harder on the puck than us,
harder in the one-on-one battles, stronger in certain areas. And the night
before, we had a good night in those areas.”
Green went with convention over numbers by starting backup goalie
Braden Holtby over Thatcher Demko, who posted a 27-save shutout on
Monday. In six starts over the previous three weeks, Demko’s save
percentage was .927. In his previous five starts, Holtby’s save rate was
.879. Their form hasn’t been close to comparable.
But Green followed the NHL playbook and split the back-to-back starts,
and sure enough Holtby allowed a couple of goals to leak through him.
After a series of comedic errors by the Canucks, Mathieu Perreault
somehow found himself on a breakaway in the final seconds of the first
period and beat the buzzer with a backhand that drifted between Holtby’s
arm and torso.
That broke a 1-1 tie. And the Jets’ Kyle Connor made it 3-1 on a power
play at 5:04 of the second period, shooting through the goalie’s pads
when Holtby’s moved across his net with the grace and sturdiness of a
newborn fawn.
“I have to make those stops tonight,” Holtby said. “That's about as simple
as it gets. Going back to back, a game we felt like we needed to win,
myself and I think most of us, I think we need to be better.”

This loss, however, wasn’t on Holtby, who faced 39 shots from a
Winnipeg team that maintained control of the game – and scoring
chances – even as Vancouver was supposed to be chasing it.
J.T. Miller’s power-play one-timer brought the Canucks within a goal,
down 3-2, with five seconds remaining in the middle period. It could have
lifted the team, allowed the Canucks to at least salvage something from a
night when they were second-best.
Instead, the Jets badly outplayed them in the first half of the third period
and Paul Stastny’s goal made it 4-2 at 9:13.
Incredibly, the Canucks are now 0-13-1 this season when trailing after 40
minutes. They’ve pocketed one point out of 28 in those games. They are
also a perfectly awful 0-13-0 when the opposition scores first. Not a
single point this season after trailing 1-0.
“I feel like today, we didn't give ourselves a chance to win,” centre Elias
Pettersson said after scoring in the first period to briefly get the Canucks
back into a tie. “I think they were the better team. We turned over the
puck, didn’t win enough puck battles. We've got to bring a better effort
than what we did today to be able to win.”
Miller said: “We get a chance to kind of hang around a game, 3-2 going
into the third. We need to come up with at least a point today, at least just
put a better effort on the ice than that. We're not in a position to not bring
our best.
“We're not in a position to be splitting series. We need to win. We can fall
back on that we've been playing pretty darn well for the last couple of
weeks, three weeks, but... we have to win games right now.”
The Canucks are 9-15-2, and their players are the only ones in
Vancouver still talking about the playoffs.
“I think every game we lose at this point is a missed opportunity,” Holtby
said. “We've put ourselves in a spot where we need every game. That's
the mentality we have to have in order to get ourselves back in this.”
Winning two in a row would help. How else to dream about three?
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Sportsnet.ca / Seven Seattle Kraken coaching candidates: Is Julien in the
mix?

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA
March 2, 2021, 5:23 PM

We’re less than five months away from the scheduled Seattle Kraken
2021 Expansion Draft and the franchise still hasn’t hired a coaching staff.
Seattle general manager Ron Francis has long stated he’s in no rush to
name a coach because he isn’t quite sure which type of team he’ll be
able to piece together.
With the immediate success enjoyed by the Vegas Golden Knights in
their inaugural 2017-18 campaign, there’s naturally going to be pressure
from the public to see Seattle also post impressive win totals right away –
especially considering they’re working with identical expansion draft
rules.
“You always want to win now,” Francis previously told The Athletic when
discussing hiring a coach. “But we'll have to judge the landscape and see
where things are and make the decisions that are right both short term
and long term. … Are there guys that end up losing their jobs or looking
for other things elsewhere? I just think we have time on this. We're not in
a race to make that decision at this point.”
Four months after that quote, the Kraken are remaining patient.
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The NHL’s coaching carousel has been fairly busy with a handful of offseason coaching changes and the recent firings from the Montreal
Canadiens. The more changes that happen means more options for
Francis and Seattle to consider.

Rod Brind’Amour

You can expect some familiar names to lead the pack, however, Seattle
plans on being a forward-thinking franchise so it wouldn’t be entirely
surprising if the team went slightly off the board for its first head coach.

Gerard Gallant

Brind’Amour has a pretty good thing going in Carolina, yet he’s in the
final year of his contract and he has a history with Ron Francis. If the
Hurricanes can’t come to an agreement on an extension and/or choose
to go in a different direction for whatever reason then we might see
Brind’Amour emerge as a frontrunner for the Seattle job. He’s a former
teammate of Francis and has been on the Carolina coaching staff for the
past decade after retiring as a player.

Career NHL coaching record: 270-216-4-51

Todd Nelson

Most recent coaching gig: Vegas Golden Knights (2017-2020)

Career NHL coaching record: 17-25-9

Gerard Gallant hasn’t yet landed his next coaching gig after being fired
by Vegas early in 2020, but the 57-year-old is likely to end up on the
shortlist for any vacancies that open up this year. Gallant is widely
regarded as a players’ coach for whom his teams quickly develop an
affinity.

Most recent coaching gig: Dallas Stars assistant (2018-present)

With that in mind, here are seven names in no particular order we feel
could be candidates.

Gallant went an impressive 118-75-20 in his two-plus seasons in Vegas,
winning the Jack Adams for the franchise’s inaugural season and
advancing to the Stanley Cup Final. Gallant proved only a few years ago
that he’s capable of galvanizing an expansion team and since the same
expansion draft rules apply, there’s reason to believe Seattle could be
relatively competitive out of the gates just like Vegas.

Career NHL coaching record: 98-60-13
Most recent coaching gig: Carolina Hurricanes (2018-present)

If Seattle decides to look at current assistant coaches as potential
options, then Nelson could be at the top of that list. He didn’t post a great
record with the Edmonton Oilers when he was their interim head coach in
2014-15 after taking over for Dallas Eakins, but did well enough to
leverage it into a head coaching job with Grand Rapids in the AHL.
Nelson went 133-78-17 in three seasons with the Griffins and won a
Calder Cup in 2017. He played one game with Francis and the Penguins
during the 1991-92 season.

Bruce Boudreau

Stars general manager Jim Nill described Nelson as having a “coaching
style that is defined by his ingenuity and his ability to get the most out of
his players.”

Career NHL coaching record: 567-302-115

Mike Vellucci

Most recent coaching gig: Minnesota Wild (2016-2020)

Career NHL coaching record: 0-0-0

Boudreau recently expressed interest in coaching the Kraken. The 66year-old hasn’t been behind a bench since being relieved of his duties by
Minnesota more than a year ago, but he has stayed close to the game by
doing some analysis for television.

Most recent coaching gig: Pittsburgh Penguins assistant (2020-present)

“The thing about that job is it would be great to start with a team that is
starting fresh and to be the builder of something,” Boudreau said.
“Anybody that has done this, wants to be coaching in the greatest league
in the world if they can. (Seattle) is new. It is fresh. It is a new team and I
think the whole idea is exciting.”
Claude Julien
Career NHL coaching record: 667-445-10-152
Most recent coaching gig: Montreal Canadiens (2017-2021)
Julien is the latest veteran coach to hit the open market after he and
assistant Kirk Muller were fired by Montreal last week. The Kraken, like
the first edition of the Golden Knights, will in all probability have a wide
variety of experience and youth on the roster. With nearly 1,300 regularseason games, plus a Jack Adams Award and a Stanley Cup under his
belt, you’d have to think it would be a relatively easy transition for Julien.
It would be a safe choice from Seattle's perspective.
Rikard Gronborg
Career NHL coaching record: 0-0-0
Most recent coaching gig: ZSC Lions in Swiss National League (2019present)
The longtime Swedish men’s national team coach has been mentioned in
NHL coaching rumours for the past few years and the New Jersey Devils
were reportedly interested in speaking with Gronborg prior to hiring Lindy
Ruff last summer. During his first year coaching in Switzerland, Gronborg
had his Lions in first place when the 2019-20 campaign was cut short
due to COVID-19. He has been thinking about a possible move to the
NHL for a while.
“I’ve kind of done all that stuff and coached some of the best players in
the world,” he told Sportsnet’s Chris Johnston in 2018. “Now I’m
interested to have my ideas, to (implement) them over a period of time
and do them overseas, and kind of challenging the coaching community
over in the NHL. I bring a different perspective on things.”

Vellucci has a dearth of professional head coaching experience, but has
enjoyed success at all levels of his career behind the bench. After five
seasons and two championships with the Detroit Compuware
Ambassadors in the North American Hockey League, he found a home
with the Plymouth Whalers in OHL. The Whalers qualified for the postseason every year Vellucci was there even winning a championship in
2007.
He joined the Carolina Hurricanes organization in 2014 as assistant
general manager and director of player development under Francis. After
three seasons in that role, Vellucci became the head coach of Hurricanes
AHL affiliate Charlotte Checkers. He was named coach of the year and
the team won the Calder Cup in Vellucci’s second season there. He
spent last season with the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins and was
promoted to assistant coach with Pittsburgh this past September.
Vellucci is also a former teammate of Francis. He suited up for two NHL
games during his playing career and both were spent with Francis’s
Hartford Whalers in 1987-88.
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Sportsnet.ca / Sabres debacle is 'embarrassing' but it could get worse

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox
March 2, 2021, 2:29 PM

The eloquent Ralph Krueger called Buffalo from Madison Square Garden
-- Jack Eichel’s future stomping grounds? -- and tried his darndest to
control the damage.
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Listening to the head coach’s weekly 15-minute appearance on WGR
550 radio Tuesday morning was akin to watching a man keep a brave
face while trying to extinguish a tire fire with a handful of damp napkins.
Addressing a loyal and abused Sabres fanbase that has been let down
more often than Rapunzel’s hair, the head coach said the entire
organization was focused on solutions to its 6-10-3 problem, starting with
this morning’s tactical meeting ahead of a game versus the New York
Rangers.
The message right through from ownership to the bench is open and
excellent, Krueger maintained.
“Every time I’m communicating with the Pegulas, I come off with energy, I
come off with encouragement and support,” Krueger said.
Excuse our raised eyebrow.
Krueger denied any disconnect between he and $9-million triple-healthyscratch Jeff Skinner, even though the latter came out and said he wasn’t
learning much from the press box. These sorts of disruptions between
player and coach, Krueger explained, are sometimes necessary, even if
they cannot be fully understood from the outside. Oh, and Skinner has
not been stuffed on the fourth line because the Sabres don’t number their
lines.
“We look each other in the eye every day,” Krueger said.
The messaging from coach and captain to the public didn’t quite line up
last week either, with Krueger saying Eichel’s lower-body injury occurred
during warm-ups Thursday. But Eichel said he’s recovering from getting
banged up in-game last Tuesday.
The toxic cocktail of multiple injuries (Eichel dealt with an upper-body
ailment in a shotgun training camp), the club’s COVID-19 setback, an
unsettled top six, and general losing fatigue, has left Eichel a whisper of
the player who finished eighth in Hart voting in 2020.
The $80-million face of the franchise has registered all of two goals. He
has five even-strength points. His career-low 3.8 shooting percentage is
shocking.
“He looks to me like an unhappy camper,” an anonymous scout told beat
reporter Bill Hoppe. “I have noticed it more this year. It’s my guess he
knows it’s not working here. Yeah, he’s been nicked up a bit with some
injuries, but nothing that should be keeping him at two goals.”

Hall hasn’t scored in 18 games. Eric Staal is zero for his last 10. Skinner
and Kyle Okposo (a $6 million hit) have zero goals combined. Sniper
Victor Olofsson is getting his cookies on the Sabres’ third-ranked powerplay (31.15 per cent) but has just one strike at even-strength.
“Our power play’s been outstanding this season. Usually, it’s the engine
of your offence -- but it hasn’t ignited our 5-on-5 game,” said Krueger,
shutout back-to-back by Philadelphia in his own building over the
weekend. “We need to get some gritty goals.”
Grit has been scarce.
Buffalo takes the NHL’s fewest penalties (5.1 PIM per game) and draws
the second-fewest (6.9). There’s not enough engagement and greasyarea drive for a roster that depends on 5-on-4 situations.
“I’m very embarrassed. This is not acceptable. This sucks. It’s the worst,”
Rasmus Dahlin said Sunday. “We will keep losing if no one is competing.
We need to do all the gritty stuff. Hit someone. A fight. I don’t know. But
the team we have right now should not be losing like we are right now.”
The Sabres’ goaltending has been fine (a league-median save
percentage), but their defence corps has been overtaxed and it’s
impossible to gain ground in a 3-2 league when you’re averaging much
closer to the two.
To be fair to Krueger and his crew, the roster -- and the coach himself -were hit hard by their COVID-19 outbreak at the end of January.
Terrifying stuff, particularly for a 61-year-old.
“Clearly we lost our way coming out of the COVID break,” said Krueger,
loathe to use excuses. “We certainly are not pleased with our execution
on both sides of the puck.”
The Sabres’ on-ice luck hasn’t been much kinder.
In addition to getting realigned into the East, the NHL’s temporary
Division of Death, Buffalo is shooting at an unsustainably low 7.4 per
cent (only Nashville is worse). Now, the team’s supposed goalie of the
future, Linus Ullmark, will be sidelined for a month, minimum.
Buffalo’s playoff drought is destined to extend to an NHL-worst 10 years,
and the city deserves better.
This is no longer about climbing into the race. It’s about climbing into
respectability.

At this point, it’s difficult to discern if Eichel’s body language is mimicking
that of the fans or vice versa.

It’s about not permitting a culture of losing to seep into great building
blocks like Dahlin and Dylan Cozens.

“Anybody that’s happy right now as part of the Sabres organization,
you’re in the wrong job,” Krueger said. “What Jack is showing or feeling
is in line with what we’re all feeling as a group.”

It’s about finding a proper, effective management and coaching structure.
It’s about cultivating roles and sticking to a plan. (One of our sources
suggested Krueger shift to a president’s role in the off-season as a buffer
between ownership and management, and bring in an established NHL
bench boss.)

Then Krueger spun positive: “Anger is a good thing if you invest that
energy into the right steps, and that’s what we need to do tonight.”
It’s hardly the first time and won’t be the final time, but the vultures are
circling the greatest talent in upstate New York, even though he’s signed
through 2026.
“I think at the end of the day Jack Eichel is going to end up a New York
Ranger,” an anonymous NHL exec told The Athletic. “I just don’t know
when it’s going to be.”
The Los Angeles Kings have also been rumoured.
But there is zero evidence that Eichel has asked out. And even though
Eichel’s no-move clause doesn’t kick in until 2022, such a coursealternating move would have to be player-driven. Wouldn’t it?
Hypothetically, a blockbuster of such magnitude would be tricky enough
for an experienced dealmaker to pull off under a rising cap and in a
vaccinated world.
In the near term, Buffalo should salvage what futures it can from trade
bait like Brandon Montour and Staal.
God bless rookie GM Kevyn Adams, but his first big shot at correcting
course -- spending $8 million to rent Taylor Hall (with full trade
protection!) for one year -- has bricked.

It’s about putting an end to the salt-in-wound stories, like Ryan O’Reilly
rediscovering his love for the game and hoisting a Stanley Cup in St.
Louis. Or Conor Sheary rebounding nicely in Washington. Or a
mismanaged Zach Bogosian becoming an effective defender for
champion Tampa Bay and contender Toronto.
How does Bogosian look back at Buffalo, a year after his buyout?
“That's so far in the past for me. Things didn't really work out there,”
Bogosian said Monday. “I met some lifelong friends, but obviously the
way things ended, I was glad to go to Tampa for a new experience. And
to win the Cup was kind of icing on the cake.”
Sabres fans’ greatest fear will be one-day reading similar quotes from
Jack Eichel.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.03.2021

1184324

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Blue Jackets' Kekalainen has '100 per cent' confidence in
Tortorella
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Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen
March 2, 2021, 3:45 PM

The Columbus Blue Jackets have lost three games in a row and seven of
eight. They've fallen to fifth in the Central Division by points, and are
seventh out of the eight teams in points percentage.
This, naturally, has led to speculation over head coach John Tortorella's
place with the team. That talk has been thrown around all the extremes,
from how a firing could be imminent to a theory that maybe Tortorella
wanted out.
GM Jarmo Kekalainen would like you to know that he's sticking behind
his coach through the tough times.
"I wanted to have this call to clarify that this coaching staff has gotten us
out of the slumps before," he said. "They've done a great job for us in the
past 5-6 years they've been here and they're the ones that are going to
get out of this jam as well with the team that we have.
"Inconsistencies have been maddening to all of us. But we win as a
team, we lose as a team, we slump as a team if you want to call it that,
and we rise out of it as a team.
"I have 100 per cent confidence these guys will get us out of this."
Remaining Time -0:00
In normal times, these are the situations that scream coach on the hot
seat. Here we have a playoff team that is failing to meet expectations,
playing without a certain devotion, for a coach who is in his sixth season
on that bench and now in the final year of his contract.
But, of course, it's not so easy. We've seen something similar play out in
Vancouver, where third-year coach Travis Green is in the final year of his
contract and unable to steer the Canucks back on a paved path. Owner
Francesco Aquilini tweeted out his support for both the GM and the
coach there.
Quarantines and financial stresses are making any sort of moves more
difficult. If the Canucks moved on from Green or the Blue Jackets from
Tortorella, where would they get their next coach from? Wouldn't it be
better from business and transitional standpoints to wait for the contract
to lapse, if indeed you want to move on?
"I don't believe in quick fixes that you all of a sudden blow up something
that you've been building for a while. Yes, we've had some curveballs
here in the near past, but we've got to deal with them and move forward,"
Kekalainen said. "I'm a big believer in the process and not just by
watching the record, but by watching what these guys do every day.
There are very unusual circumstances here with COVID and that also
goes into some of the contract situations that we have ongoing so I'm not
going to speculate on that anymore. It'll all get solved in time."
If you're, say, a Maple Leafs fan who watched these Blue Jackets grind
down your team in the playoff qualifiers last spring, you might be
wondering how that style isn't earning Columbus at least a few more wins
that'd keep them out of these kinds of discussions. They're tough to play
against, right? With a dedication to defence that promotes responsible
play. That gets you a certain base line.
Heck, if you just look at Patrik Laine's six goals and 10 points in 13
games, or Jack Roslovic's 13 points in 16 games since both joined the
team, you'd think they made out well in trading Pierre-Luc Dubois and
may be even better with that offence.
Remaining Time -0:00
The truth is, enough has changed within this group that the coach no
longer believes they can play the same way right now. Dubois was a
huge part of what made the Blue Jackets go, so simply sliding him out for
two very different players is going to change things. Mikko Koivu retiring
early in the season changed the equation, as did trading Josh Anderson
in the off-season.

The Blue Jackets are pretty thin at the most-important centre position
right now. The Max Domi experiment hasn't worked and he's back on the
wing. Alexandre Texier was higher up in the lineup, but is still a work in
progress. Roslovic just got there and was playing lots of wing in
Winnipeg.
"The team has changed," Tortorella said. "We developed a pretty damn
good centre in Dubois. He's a hell of a player and did a lot of good things
for us as far as strength on puck and all that.
"We didn't expect some things to happen, but we still have some good
players here. Can we play that style with our lineup right now? I think
we'd be forcing certain situations to demand that type of style versus
more of one in developing three new centres and just the six-to-seven
new bodies coming in here, I think we have to play a different way. We're
kinda in between. I think that a part of hockey is to grind a bit and then
skill plays have to be made also. And we certainly have done neither
consistently enough.
"I do think a little bit of that has to do with the change in our lineup, but
we have to find -- and this is where I think the coaches have not done a
good enough job -- find that way to play to be successful. That's a huge
part of any team and it's the coach's responsibility to see what you have
and try to find a way to play."
Remaining Time -0:00
That responsibility will continue to be Tortorella's for the foreseeable
future. The coach said he didn't even have a problem with anyone's effort
level through this stretch, which is why benchings haven't been a regular
storyline here. Rather, he sees a team playing too tight, with too little
confidence, and that he'd actually like to see his team play a "little bit of
pond hockey" to just loosen up. Then some bounces will start going
Columbus' way.
The path to finding themselves again will now without doubt be led by
Tortorella, we'd think through this season at least. And that means doing
it Tortorella's way.
Safe is death, as he'd say.
"I appreciate that. I just hate him having to do that," Tortorella said, when
told about Kekalainen's vote of confidence. "When you're losing games
and you're playing as poorly as you're playing those questions need to be
asked.
"It doesn't determine how I coach. I'm not going to coach a team (to) try
and keep my job."
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TSN.CA /
Nylander showcases his ‘Willy Styles’ persona on, off the ice

By Mark Masters
Mark Masters

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who
practised on Tuesday in Edmonton ahead of Wednesday’s final game of
their three-game series against the Oilers.
Before the Leafs opened training camp a few guys – Joe Thornton,
Auston Matthews, William Nylander, Rasmus Sandin and Mac Hollowell
– returned to Canada and quarantined together in the same house. And it
was there that the 'Willy Styles' nickname was born.
"It comes from Jumbo when we were in a quarantine house together,"
Nylander revealed. "He started calling me that so I put that on my sticks
now."
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What motivated the moniker from Thornton?
"You know what, you'll have to ask him," Nylander said with a smile. "I
don't know."
Nylander certainly isn't afraid to make a splash with his fashion choices
off the ice.
"It's different, but it suits his personality," said even-keeled captain John
Tavares. "Me and him always joke about how we're very opposite of
each other, but we get along really well. People would see me as being a
lot more reserved, kind of a little bit quieter, and Willy's just a fun,
outgoing guy and obviously likes to be a little bit different and showcase
that, which is fantastic. It's part of who he is and what makes him a great
person, a great teammate, a great player so, obviously, we love having
him and those styles."
Nylander also possesses style on the ice and is on a hot streak of late
with four goals in three games. He scored a backhand beauty over the
shoulder of Mikko Koskinen moments after a neutral-zone draw on
Monday night.
"He has that elite skill and you know when he gets his chances the
majority of the time they're going to go in," said Leafs defenceman Justin
Holl. "Some guys just know how to score and he's one of them."
And while Nylander recently admitted to underperforming at times this
season, there's no denying how valuable he is to a Leafs team that has
won a couple games this week without leading goal scorer Auston
Matthews in the lineup.
"He's very important," said head coach Sheldon Keefe, who hasn't
hesitated to give Nylander a metaphorical kick when necessary. "He has
an ability to make the difference in a game, because in any shift and any
time he can make a difference offensively. He can do the hardest thing to
do in our game, which is to produce offence and that makes him
extremely valuable to our team."
But Nylander appears to have a crimp in his style right now. He was in
discomfort on the bench after scoring in the first period on Monday and
was conferring with head athletic therapist Paul Ayotte. A little later,
during a commercial break, Nylander was doing a lot of stretching.
Nylander sat out Tuesday's practice.
"Just a maintenance day for him," said Keefe. "He's had something that
he's been managing and playing through here and just wanted to give
him the day to let that settle down."
Nic Petan skated as a placeholder in Nylander's spot on the second line.
Nylander heating up on the ice and living up to his new 'Willy Styles'
nickname
The suddenly red-hot William Nylander says he isn't exactly sure why
Joe Thornton gave him the nickname 'Willy Styles', but when one of the
greatest playmakers of all-time passes you a nickname, you run with it.
Mark Masters delves deeper into Nylander's new nickname in the
Masters Minute.
Matthews practised in his usual spot on the top line skating between
Thornton and Mitch Marner.
"It's feeling a lot better," the 23-year-old centre said. "It's been
progressing and each day I've been on the ice, the last two, three days,
it's felt better and better. [I've] been able to be more comfortable out
there with the way I want to play and the way I want to handle the puck
and stuff like that. So, hopefully it just continues to heal, continues to get
better and we'll see how it is tomorrow. I'd love to get back in a game
here."
Matthews missed one game with a wrist injury earlier this season. He
hurt the wrist again last Wednesday against the Flames.
"We're just waiting, really, for the strength to come back," Keefe said on
Monday night. "It's a little bit of a different situation that he's dealing with
than what it was previously. That was just kind of a nagging thing. This is
a little bit of a different situation."

With the Leafs sitting comfortably in first place, there's certainly no rush
to return. The top priority is ensuring Matthews will be at his best when
the most important games are played.
"I want to feel good enough to play and feel like I can contribute and play
my game, but not hinder my ability and long-term [prospects] because,
in the end, we're playing for more than just the regular season,"
Matthews said. "That's a decision I'll make and the training staff will
discuss, but I don't think we're really going to over-complicate it."
Matthews' wrist 'progressing'; Could play next game against Oilers
Auston Matthews missed the Maple Leafs last two games with a wrist
injury sustained on a hit from Rasmus Andersson against the Flames. He
spoke to the media today about how his injury is progressing, and how
well the team has been able to play in his absence.
Frederik Andersen practised again on Tuesday as the goalie works his
way back from a lower-body injury sustained on Feb. 20. Jack Campbell
took the ice after practice wrapped up.
"Andersen had a positive day today and that's a great thing for us," Keefe
said. "We'll have to see how he is tomorrow and make a determination
from there. Campbell skated, but he's not going to be available."
Campbell re-aggravated a leg injury, initially suffered on Jan. 24, during
Saturday's game. He still managed to post a shutout against the highoctane Oilers. Third stringer Michael Hutchinson followed that up with
another clean sheet on Monday.
"I just wanted to open it up with comments about our goalies," alternate
captain Morgan Rielly said before a question could be asked during his
media session following Monday's game. "The past two nights they've
been outstanding and they don’t get enough credit. Soup and Hutchy
have been outstanding for us all year and two games in a row against a
good team has been just a huge boost to our team. That’s all I wanted to
say."
Leafs Ice Chips: Andersen getting close; maintenance day for Nylander
Frederik Andersen is getting close to returning from a lower-body injury.
"Andersen had a positive day today and that’s a great thing for us," said
coach Sheldon Keefe. "We'll have to see how he is tomorrow and make a
determination from there." William Nylander missed the workout. "Just a
maintenance day for him," said Keefe. "He's had something that he’s
been managing and playing through."
The Leafs made life easier on their goalies by limiting Edmonton's time
and space in the offensive zone.
"If you're playing without Auston Matthews you're essentially taking a
goal out of your lineup," said Keefe, "and then you have to make sure
you're that much better defensively and you don't give up anything so I
think that's been our mindset ... It really forces you to fall back on your
structure, play as a team, get guys to step up at key moments, all those
kind of things."
NHL scoring leader Connor McDavid has been held without a point in
consecutive games for the first time this season.
“They're playing solid," the Oilers captain said. "Give them a lot of credit.
They've had some good goaltending. They're defending well. They're
surrounding pucks well so they're making it hard on us ... They're
obviously missing some key pieces, but it speaks to their depth, their
coaching and the players themselves. They've played well. I don't know
what else you want me to say."
Since Day 1 of camp, Keefe has made improving the team's overall
defensive play a priority. They've been looking to cut down rush chances
against and prevent other teams from hemming them in their own zone
for long stretches.
"The defensive foundation and mindset is not a one-man thing," said
Keefe. "It's not relying on a few players. That's a team mindset. That's
playing in groups of five and insulating each other. When one man
makes a mistake you got the numerical advantages and the pressure to
make up for it ... we're getting to the point here now where we're proving
that we're a team that can defend well."
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The Oilers are averaging 3.29 goals per game (fifth in the NHL) this
season, but couldn't get a puck past Toronto's back-up goalies and
frustration with evident.
McDavid took a cross-checking penalty on Holl on Monday.
Alex Chiasson cross-checked Jimmy Vesey in the neck after the buzzer
in the third period and was assessed a one-game suspension.
"They're probably trying to look for a spark so it's all very understandable
and it's part of the game and we're looking to be physical right back," said
Holl.
Josh Archibald and Travis Dermott dropped the gloves in the last minute
of the game, but it turned into more of a wresting match. After practice
ended on Tuesday, Dermott got some fighting tips from veteran
defenceman Zach Bogosian.
Keefe likes how his team has handled things on the few occasions that
things have gotten heated this season.
"Our guys aren't fazed by it," the coach said. "I think that's an important
thing. We've added some extra experience to our team. I think that
makes a difference. Guys are comfortable no matter which way the game
goes."
The line of Zach Hyman, Pierre Engvall and Ilya Mikheyev has shown so
much potential in Edmonton that nicknames for the unit are making the
rounds. Some like the HEM Line because they are good at keeping the
opposition trapped in their own end. Some prefer the ZIP Line, because
they bring so much speed and energy.
You can certainly call them effective.
"They're both so big and strong and fast," Hyman said of the 6-foot-5
Engvall and 6-foot-3 Mikheyev. "I think we're able to put pressure on the
opposing team's D and break out of our zone quick. They've been really
fun to play with. I feel like we have the puck a lot because we can all
skate and we can all move up and down the ice really well. We're trying
to use their speed as much as possible and put the puck in position for
both those guys to skate onto it and once we're in the zone just control
some O-zone time."
The line has produced a goal in both games in Edmonton with Hyman
scoring both.
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Leafs’ Matthews: ‘It's tough not playing’

By Kristen Shilton

TORONTO – Auston Matthews has struggled with being sidelined for the
Maple Leafs’ last two games, impatiently nursing a hand injury while
Toronto blanked Edmonton by a combined score of 7-0 over the first two
outings of a three-game series.
Coming off another full practice Tuesday, the Leafs’ second-leading
scorer is hopeful he’ll be ready for that final meeting with the Oilers on
Wednesday, but won’t jeopardize his overall health to do so.
“It's tough not playing; it sucks watching,” Matthews told reporters on a
Zoom call Tuesday following Toronto’s practice at Rogers Place in
Edmonton. “I want to feel good enough to play and feel like I can
contribute and play my game but not hinder my ability long term and
throughout the season because, in the end, we're playing for more than
just the regular season. So that's a decision that I'll make.”
The 23-year-old has been dealing with some discomfort in his hand and
wrist all year, and previously missed Toronto’s game against Edmonton
on Jan. 22 because of it. He came back with a vengeance though,

scoring 16 goals and 26 points in his next 15 games to take over the
league-lead in goals at 18.
Then came the Leafs’ meeting with Calgary on Feb. 24, and Matthews
re-aggravated the injury, although in a slightly different way than it had
bothered him before. The centre didn’t go into specifics of when in that
contest it happened, but he’s been working to get his strength back to not
only shoot the puck how he wants to, but to win faceoffs as well.
“It's a little bit of everything,” Matthews said of what he needs to get back.
“But it's been progressing and each day I've been on the ice it has felt
better and better and I've been able to be more comfortable out there
with the way I want to play and the way I want to handle the puck.
Hopefully it just continues to heal and continues to get better and we'll
see how it is tomorrow; I'd love to get back in a game here.”
Thus far, Toronto hasn’t missed a beat when Matthews is unavailable.
The Leafs are 3-0-0 on the season when he’s been out, and held both
Connor McDavid (the NHL’s points leader with 40) and Leon Draisaitl
(tied for second-most points at 34) off the scoresheet in their recent shut
out wins over Edmonton. And they did it while starting goaltender
Frederik Andersen was also out of commission with a lower-body injury:
On Saturday, it was backup Jack Campbell with the 30-save win, and
then third-string netminder Michael Hutchinson racked up another 30save performance on Monday.
Campbell was playing his first game in a month on that night, and he also
re-aggravated the same leg injury suffered back on Jan. 24 against
Calgary. Head coach Sheldon Keefe said Campbell will not be available
for either Wednesday’s tilt with the Oilers or Thursday’s match against
Vancouver, but after a “positive” practice day for Andersen on Tuesday,
he may well be ready to return after a four-game absence.
While the Leafs’ goaltending has been impressive of late, Matthews has
also gotten a front-row seat to observe how the Leafs’ defensive game
has evolved, and why it’s leading to such lopsided victories.
“It just speaks to the commitment from everybody on the defensive side
of the puck,” he said of Toronto’s most recent wins. “[McDavid and
Draisaitl], they're going to get their looks. But it's just trying to limit that,
and our goalies have been playing unbelievable so it’s a full team effort. I
think we're realizing what it really takes to win and it's going to be playing
well on the defensive side of the puck for us to really break through and
play a long time in playoff time.”
The Leafs still have more than half their regular season slate to get
through before postseason play will begin, and Keefe is doing his best to
manage players accordingly. To that end, William Nylander was given
Tuesday’s practice off as a maintenance day to “settle down” a minor
injury issue that he’s been wrestling with. Despite that, the winger has
been among the Leafs’ best forwards lately, scoring his fourth goal in
three games during Monday’s win.
For the most part, Toronto has done an admirable job handling a litany of
injuries and adjustments to date. And Keefe feels that speaks volumes
about not just his team’s talent, but its character, too.
“It's really great for us to have that [persevering] mindset, and most
importantly to have the players just press on and make the [changes] to
our game that we need to,” Keefe said. “When you're playing without
Auston Matthews, you're essentially taking a goal out of your lineup, and
thus you have to make sure you're that much better defensively. Our
mindset certainly has been next man up. I think all of those things give
you the extra confidence that when somebody goes down, you can deal
with it.”
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USA TODAY / Pittsburgh Penguins star Sidney Crosby to miss
Tuesday's game vs. Philadelphia Flyers because of COVID-19 protocol

Lorenzo Reyes
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USA TODAY

Pittsburgh Penguins star center Sidney Crosby will miss Tuesday night's
game against the Flyers because he has landed on the NHL's COVID-19
protocol list, coach Mike Sullivan said Tuesday afternoon.
"As I said to our players, we can do all the right things and this kind of
stuff could happen," Sullivan said. "But there's protocols put in place for a
reason. We will do our very best to adhere to the protocols and control
what we can to give ourselves the best chance to win."
Crosby being placed on the list doesn't necessarily mean he has been
diagnosed with COVID-19. According to the league's protocols, a player
may be placed on the list for several reasons, including if there has been
an unconfirmed positive test, if the player is symptomatic but awaiting
further testing and if the player has been deemed a high-risk close
contact to someone who has been confirmed to be positive, among
others.
Crosby, 33, is tied for most goals on the Penguins with seven and leads
the team in points with 18.
"He's not an easy guy to replace by any stretch, but we have been
through this experience in the past and found ways to have success,"
Sullivan said. "It should provide opportunities for others to step up."
Sullivan added that the Penguins didn't have a morning skate because of
the NHL's COVID-19 protocol.
The Penguins later announced that assistant coach Todd Reirden was
also unavailable for the game because of protocol.
The Penguins (11-8-1) rank fifth in the East division with 23 points, two
behind the fourth-place Flyers, who have played two fewer games.
Tuesday night's game at PPG Paints Arena will be the first to have fans
in attendance since March 8 of last year, after Pennsylvania Gov. Tom
Wolf and the State Department of Health eased restrictions on indoor
gatherings and sporting events.
Attendance for the game will be limited to 15% capacity, or 2,800 total
fans.
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