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Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter fined $5,000 by the NHL for hit on Predators’ goalie  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter has been 
fined $5,000 by the NHL for his hit on Nashville’s Juuse 
Saros in Tuesday’s game. 

The fine is the maximum allowed under the league’s 
collective bargaining agreement. 

Niederreiter collided with Saros behind the Nashville net in 
the first period of the Canes’ 4-2 road win at Bridgestone 
Arena. Leaning to his left as he played the puck, Saros 
absorbed a helmet-to-helmet hit from Niederreiter, who was 
skating in attempting to prevent the pass. Niederreiter was 
penalized two minutes for roughing. 

Saros, who allowed two goals in the first period, was 
removed from the game after the period and replaced by 
Pekka Rinne. 

Predators coach John Hynes, asked about the play on his 
postgame media call, said: “It was called a penalty. It was a 
hit to the head. There’s not much more to comment on it. 
What we all saw is what happened.” 

It was the first time a Canes player had been fined or 
suspended since Kevin Westgarth was suspended two 
games for boarding Mark Borowiecki on Nov. 24, 2013. That 
cost him $7,436 in salary.  

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was fined $25,000 for 
comments about the officiating in a postgame press 
conference on Aug. 12, 2020.

 

It could be Svechnikov vs. Svechnikov as Hurricanes host Red Wings  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes stood in a hallway in Bridgestone 
Arena on Tuesday night, bouncy, energetic, the players 
pumping up each other for the road game against the 
Nashville Predators. 

And especially Jordan Martinook. He’s always pumping up 
Andrei Svechnikov. Picture Bundini Brown before a 
Muhammad Ali fight in the old days, the ebullient cornerman 
screaming, “You the champion of the world!” as Ali entered 
the ring. 

A video clip tweeted Tuesday by the Canes shows 
Martinook, his voice rising, saying “Mister Svech-ni-kov,” 
slapping gloves with Svechnikov and then shouting “Come 
on, Svech!” as they took the ice. It’s a pregame ritual, 
something Martinook has done since Svechnikov was a 
rookie. 

There could be variation Thursday. Martinook might simply 
look over and shout, “Two Svech-ni-kovs?” 

For the first time, Andrei Svechnikov and Evgeny Svechnikov 
could play against each other in a hockey game. The two are 
brothers and the closest of siblings, often together when not 
playing hockey and on the phone every day, Evgeny says. 
But never hockey opponents. 

Evgeny Svechnikov, 24, is the oldest. A first-round pick by 
the Detroit Red Wings in 2015, the forward had his NHL 
career interrupted by a serious knee injury in October 2018. 
But he has been in the Red Wings’ lineup the the past three 
games and is expected to play Thursday when the Wings (7-
15-3) and Canes (15-6-1) face off at PNC Arena — two No. 
37s on the ice. 

“It’s going to be a special day, a special game,” Evgeny 
Svechnikov said Wednesday on a Wings zoom interview. “I 

talked to my dad today and said. ‘Can you imagine, It’s been 
almost 20 years we’ve been counting (down) to this day.’ ” 

Andrei Svechnikov, who turns 21 this month, was the second 
overall pick in the 2018 NHL Draft in Dallas. He jumped into 
the Canes lineup at 18 and has become one of the league’s 
best young power forwards, at times the talk of the NHL with 
his lacrosse-shot goals and other dynamic plays. 

“I’m proud, first of all,” Evgeny said. “I’m amazed how big of 
a jump he made and became a star in this league. The goals 
he scores is just fun to watch. And how hard he plays and 
what a team player he is, I’m just proud. 

“He works hard. He’s such a humble kid. I’m just proud and 
excited and hope he continues the journey.” 

Here’s an interest twisting to the brother-vs.-brother story 
line: Evgeny Svechnikov has two goals in his last three 
games. Andrei Svechnikov has one goal in his past 14 
games, an empty-netter Feb. 20 against Tampa Bay. He last 
beat a goalie to score Feb. 4 in Chicago, which was his sixth 
goal in the Canes’ first eight games. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s goal drought has been puzzling, 
although Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said not troubling. 
Add in defenseman Dougie Hamilton’s lack of goals — one 
in 22 games — and that’s two of the Canes’ biggest goal 
producers of last season stuck in neutral when it comes to 
finding the net. 

“Any goal scorer gets frustrated when they don’t score,” 
Brind’Amour said Monday on a media call. “You actually get 
more frustrated when you have chances that don’t go in. 
(Svechnikov) has had quite a few good looks. I think it’s just 
a matter of time.” 

And the same with Hamilton, Brind’Amour said. 
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“He’s had good looks and they just haven’t gone in,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I think it’s a matter of time for those guys. 
They’re competitive. They want to score, so they naturally 
get frustrated. I think that’s normal. 

“You just don’t want it to bleed into other areas of their game 
where they’re starting to look for the offense at the expense 
of playing good hockey. And they haven’t done that.” 

Svechnikov has gotten his shots — 35 in the 14 games — 
and has seven assists in those games (Hamilton has a team-
leading 13 for the season). The Canes have gone 9-4-1 in 
those games, beating the Predators 4-2 on Tuesday to end 
their five-game road trip with three consecutive wins. 

Svechnikov, interviewed before the season, said it has 
always been “our little dream” for the two brothers to play in 
the same NHL game. With the Canes and Wings in the 
Central Division, that meant eight possible meetings this 
season. 

When the Canes and Red Wings opened the season with 
two games in Detroit, Evgeny did not play. This time, he 

should, although Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill would not 
reveal his lineup on Wednesday. 

“Evgeny is a great person, and I’m certainly aware how much 
it would mean to him,” Blashill said. “I know how much his 
family means to him, how much his brother means to him.” 

The one downside for the brothers: Their parents are in 
Russia and must watch from afar.  

“It’s going to be so much fun,” Andrei Svechnikov said in 
early January, smiling. “If I’m on a shift against him I’ll try to 
hit him or something. We’ll see.” 

One can almost hear Martinook: “And in this corner, An-drei 
Svech-ni-kov ...” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Detroit Red Wings 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV: FSCR

 

 

Hurricanes road-trip takeaways: Tight finishes, long nights of travel, Dougie Hamilton 
doubters — but overall positive vibes 

By Sara Civian 

It’s 22 games into the season, and is anyone sure what 
exactly these Hurricanes are? 

I’d bet that’s sort of universal among the good-to-great teams 
in the NHL this year. If you’re a bad team, you pretty much 
know you’re bad at this point. In a normal season, the same 
would go for most of the good-to-great ones as we neared 
the midseason mark. But that range has been muddled this 
season, for so many reasons: new divisions that are more 
like mini-leagues, so many games in so short a span, 
COVID-19 protocols and pauses, and usage issues with the 
whole so-many-games thing. 

It’s a lot to consider when you’re asking yourself if a team is 
a true Cup contender. 

At times, the Hurricanes have looked the part. At times, it 
has seemed like they’re just “letting” games dissolve in third 
periods. 

But we have to think about things a bit differently this 
season. With so few games overall and so many games 
packed into a condensed schedule, dare I say that for once, 
at the end of the game, the process matters less than the 
result? 

After Tuesday’s 4-2 win over Nashville, the Canes are 15-6-
1, tied with the Lighting with 31 points — the most in the 
Central Division. Oh, and that was their eighth game in 12 
days in four cities, so you’ll forgive head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour if he isn’t too hard on his guys for a string of 
unideal third periods. 

When asked to what extent finishing games was becoming a 
concern to him, he said, “None,” then paused. 

“I’m happy. We won. We dominated for two periods,” he 
continued. “The other team gets paid a lot of money, and 
they’re gonna come out and play hard in the third period. I’ll 
take this all day long. Three in four nights travel. Getting in at 
three in the morning. There’s absolutely zero to be negative 
about.” 

I’ll have whatever he’s having to get through the rest of 2021. 

In all seriousness, this is a lot of hockey against the same 
opponents, and there’s a lot of added stress with necessary 
COVID-19 protocols and minimal practicing. I’ve been asking 
around about the challenges that we might not see from the 
outside. 

“It’s a mental challenge, to me,” Brind’Amour said before 
Tuesday’s game. “The physical thing is one thing. It’s 
mentally — getting your body and your mind ready to battle 
at the level that you have to to be successful in this league. 
That’s probably stuff that people don’t really understand. It’s 
not that hard to go out and play, but to go out and play well 
and at the level you need to? It’s extremely hard. It’s that 
grind that everyone’s in, but for whatever reason, we’re in it 
big time. With the amount of games that we have, there’s just 
no mental breaks, and that’s what you worry about.” 

As Hurricanes Cup winner Mike Commodore would say, they 
were In One. 

“One thing that’s hard — and maybe it’s harder for goalies, I 
don’t know, I’ve never been a forward or a D-man — is a lack 
of practice time,” James Reimer offered. “You’re playing so 
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much. Obviously, you need your rest so you can perform for 
the games, so we don’t practice much. I think for a goalie, 
you’re always trying to work on your technical game, and 
being sharp and being solid. Usually, it’s a couple practices a 
week, and now you might get one practice in one week. I 
think that’s one of the hard things about having so many 
games.” 

One thing I’ve learned about covering the NHL in 2021? 
There’s not much time for reflection. But the Hurricanes 
endured what might prove their toughest road trip of the 
season — two at Tampa Bay, two at Florida and one at 
Nashville — and they come back to Raleigh riding a three-
game winning streak. They don’t have to see the Lightning 
again until March 27. 

Maybe that’s why the vibe check is solid today … well, for 
the most part: 

• This season has felt like one never-ending game. 

• The balance Mike mentioned above is probably the most 
convincing argument of the Hurricanes’ quality at the 
moment. I was asked on 99.9 The Fan on Tuesday who 
“needs” to score more, and I didn’t really have an answer. 
Andrei Svechnikov is going through it right now, but Martin 
Necas is there to pick up that young-talent slack. Dougie 
Hamilton has favored assisting and has an unlucky shooting 
percentage (more on that later), but Brett Pesce is there for 
that rush-jumpy, blue-line-production fix. The Canes are 
currently tied for fifth in the league with 72 goals, and they 
have played fewer games than three of the four teams with 
more. You used to notice when a player like Svechnikov or 
Sebastian Aho went on a scoring drought because, well, no 
one else was scoring. Canes stars have a newfound luxury 
of figuring things out while other guys can pick up some 
slack. For now. 

• What else can you say about Vincent Trocheck? He holds 
a team- and Central Division-leading 12 goals (tied for fourth 
leaguewide), brings consistent net-front presence the Canes 
have been lacking, enjoys playing keep away from Hamilton 
and is making Don Waddell look very smart. 

• Brett Pesce at five-on-five through 22 games has two goals 
and eight assists (five of which are primary). Also: eight 
rebounds created, five penalties drawn and 23 shots 
blocked. Even better? In just 9:43 of power-play time, he’s 
got one goal and two primary assists. For reference, here’s a 
list of the power-play time for some others across the league 
who have three power-play points: 

Tyler Toffoli, Montreal Canadiens  53:52 

Kevin Hayes, Philadelphia Flyers 58:43 

Mikael Granlund, Nashville Predators 51:54 

Nick Cousins, Nashville Predators  50:37 

Ryan Strome, New York Rangers  60:39 

Torey Krug, St. Louis Blues  63:52 

I could go on, and of course I cherry-picked some of the 
higher ice times to prove my point, but no one in the league 
is using their power-play time more efficiently right now. The 
only three other outliers, to me, are old friend Lucas 
Wallmark, who has two assists (one primary) in 5:07 for the 
Blackhawks, Casey Mittelstadt with a goal and a secondary 
assist in 7:37 for the Sabres and Jake Bean. 

• Yes, that Jake Bean — one of two Hurricanes players to 
score his first NHL goal on this road trip. He’s got a goal and 
a primary assist in 9:42 of power-play time, and you wonder 
if he could catch up to Pesce with that extra second.  In all 
seriousness, things are falling into place for Bean after the 
first-round hype gave way to the Hurricanes’ defensive 
logjam. Since the Canes had the luxury of putting him on the 
taxi squad, he’s been able to show them he deserves a spot 
in the lineup with one goal and six assists in 13 games. 

I remember he told me before the season he thought he’d do 
even better in the NHL because he’s so offensive-minded 
and would have better talent to feed off of. I’m sure Brett 
Pesce is exactly who he was thinking of. 

• Dougie Hamilton is fine. Call me when he doesn’t lead the 
team in assists. Call me when he’s not one of the top 10 
defensemen in the league in assists. Call me when the 
Hurricanes are losing as a direct result of his goal drought. 
Dougie Hamilton is fine. Everything is fine. 

• It’s probably better mentally for Brind’Amour and the rest of 
the team to be relentlessly positive this season, and that 
includes brushing off late-game blunders. But we the people 
are allowed to wonder if this trend of tough third periods is 
going to be a problem. I’d say refer to the previous bullet 
point. The Canes have almost lost an established lead for 
three straight games now, but call me when they actually 
lose because of it. I’ll take the rough third periods over the 
rough first periods the team failed to come back from earlier 
in the season. Progress? 

• As Brind’Amour and everyone else on the planet with a 
beating heart would say, “You root for guys like” Steven 
Lorentz. 

Lorentz has had a few close chances since he entered the 
lineup, and it finally paid off Tuesday with his first NHL goal 
being the Hurricanes’ game-winner. 

“It makes me so happy to know that those guys are all 
excited for me,” Lorentz said. “The team camaraderie here is 
so nice. Everyone is one big family. It’s nice to be a part of, 
and it’s nice to contribute.”

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 4, 2021 

 

Q&A with Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov and Red Wings’ Evgeny Svechnikov, brothers 
awaiting first NHL matchup 

By Max Bultman and Sara Civian 

When the Red Wings and Hurricanes take the ice in Raleigh 
on Thursday, the biggest story of the night might be 
established before puck drop. 

Right now, it looks like Evgeny and Andrei Svechnikov may 
finally get to play against each other in the NHL. 

If Thursday is, indeed, The Night, it’s been a long time 
coming: Before Andrei’s rookie season in 2018-19, Evgeny 
suffered a knee injury in the Red Wings’ preseason finale, 
requiring ACL surgery that cost him the season. Last year, 
he spent most of the campaign in the AHL getting back into 
form — and when he was up with Detroit, he was sent down 
just days before a trip to Carolina. Even earlier this season, 
Evgeny didn’t make the Red Wings’ opening-night roster for 
a two-game series against the Hurricanes. 

Now, though, the Svechnikov Bowl is within reach. Andrei 
has 17 points in 22 games and has become a premier winger 
in the NHL. Evgeny has three in three as a midseason call-
up looking to establish himself. 

“Every night before I go to sleep I start thinking about 
(playing against my brother),” Andrei said Jan. 5. “It’s always 
been our little dream. Maybe the first time I will try to hit him 
or something.” 

Early in the 2019-20 season, mere days before the brothers 
seemed destined to square off for the first time, Evgeny 
answered a set of 11 questions about his brother for The 
Athletic. This week, Andrei answered the same 11 about 
Evgeny. 

Their responses are a window into their two personalities, 
their childhood and why the chance to face each other in the 
NHL would mean so much to them both. 

(Note: These responses have been edited for clarity and 
length) 

1. What were you always better than your brother at growing 
up? 

Evgeny: Everything (laughs). It’s a tough question. I never 
really compared that, or I never really asked myself what I’m 
better at. But obviously I’m older. I am more mature. … I 
think I am probably working harder, a little bit, out there, as 
much as I hate to compare us, because I love him so much. 
But maybe compete. But god, he’s a crazy competitor, too. 
But I’m going to win more battles, definitely, if we’ll go 50-50. 
I’ll tell you that for sure. I think I have a better one-timer, 
better, maybe, shot. But he also has a weapon. But I can tell 
you that he’s a way better skater than I am. He’s just an 
unbelievable skater. He’s explosive, and head up every time. 
I’m more like bent, myself, but he’s an unbelievable skater. 
It’s tough to compare, and I hate to do that. 

Andrei: Phew … I remember growing up when someone 
would ask us something like that, our parents always said to 
say that we are the same. And now I would still say we are 
the same. It’s so hard to say what one is better at than the 
other. 

2. What’s his best hockey skill? 

Evgeny: I would say that his separating with other players is 
probably skating, but I think also hockey IQ, he’s really smart 
and he knows how to play in give-and-go and little areas, 
and cycle the puck, and skill game, but also he has a 
weapon as a shot and his speed … he takes pucks to the net 
with his ability to skate, and just … cut to the net. It’s unreal. 
But also huge competitor, wants to win every single day, 
wants to be better every day. Crazy, crazy work (ethic). I can 
go on, but skating can separate him with other players. 

Andrei: I think he’s got a really good shot, and he can control 
the puck all game. He can play physical. I feel like we’re kind 
of similar players, actually. 

3. What’s his best quality as a person? 

Evgeny: Humble. Humble, shyness, respectful. There’s not 
just one word. But one thing (that) comes in my head, 
humble and respect(ful), of anything: parents, people around, 
polite. Just a good kid, man. He’s just a good kid. 

Andrei: I feel like he’s just a kind person — he’s always going 
to care about you, he’s always going to ask you if 
something’s wrong. He’s a culture guy. But obviously he gets 
a little emotional sometimes (laughter) … He’s gotta work on 
that a little bit, probably. 

4. When have you been the proudest of him? 

Evgeny: Just one thing? … That he doesn’t let himself get 
down, and anything happens, nothing stops him. But I think 
he learned that from me (laughs). And yeah, he doesn’t give 
up and he keeps going. Nothing bothers him, and he’s like a 
tractor, just keeps going, and I’m telling you, he learned that 
from me. 

Andrei: Every day, to be honest. Every day I am proud of 
him, to be completely honest. He’s been through a lot, there 
have been a lot of hard things. He was injured, now he’s 
here in the show. It’s going to be fun to play against him. I’m 
proud of him every day. 

5. What’s something he got away with as a kid? 

Evgeny: Everything. I was the guy getting all the shit from 
parents. He would get away (with) anything because I was 
the oldest and I was supposed to do (everything): clean, 
dishes, clean the apartment. He was great at cleaning (the) 
apartment, folding. When my mom and dad would be at 
work, he would be great at folding clothes and folding 
everybody’s clothes, but I had to clean floors, I had to do 
dishes, I had to do this, that, then I had to cook sometimes, 
too. Like pancakes or something, crepes. But he would get 
away (from) getting shit. Like I was always the guy that 
(parents) would snap at. But the thing is I would snap at him. 
… He was getting away (with) everything. 

Andrei, after being told what Evgeny said: Ehhh. Yeah, 
maybe that’s true. 

6. You both wear No. 37. What’s the story behind that? 
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Evgeny: It’s an interesting story. I was, growing up, number 
10. … I asked my dad which number should I take and he 
told me, “Take number 10, it’s Pavel Bure, he’s a superstar 
in the NHL.” I said sure. I liked him. … If you know Alexei 
Cherepanov, he was 19 years old, he passed away at a 
game in (the) KHL. It was (2008). … He was drafted (in the) 
first round (to the) New York Rangers. He was the biggest 
young star, like growing up in Russia, and he passed away 
at a game. He was playing with Jaromir Jagr. So 
(Cherepanov) was No. 7. His first coach was my first coach, 
so he was practicing with us, and I was looking up (to him) … 
Once I moved up, I moved up to juniors and I got No. 37. 
They just gave it to me, it just kind of happened. … And then 
I thought, I think it’s fate. Because No. 7, Alexei Cherepanov. 
No. 3 — we say No. 3, God loves No. 3. We believe that 
God’s favorite number is No. 3, and then Alexei Cherepanov 
(was No. 7). … And that number stuck with me, and then 
three plus seven is 10, so I was growing up No. 10. … And 
then ever since I came to juniors, Cape Breton, they gave 
me 37 and I played with 37. And when we moved out here, 
they asked me what number I want to be and I said 37. And 
then my brother obviously took 37 in the NHL. 

Andrei: There’s no big story, really. When I was 10 years old 
I wore it, then switched to 14, then I played all junior with the 
14, then when he got drafted by Detroit he got the 37 
number, then when I got drafted I said “Yeah, he got 37. I 
want 37.” 

7. What’s the hardest part about living away from your 
brother? 

Evgeny: That I don’t see him. I don’t see him, I don’t see my 
mom … mom and dad, especially my dad, he’s far away. … 
But luckily in this world we’ve got service and FaceTime and 
any connection that we can have right now, and that’s what 
keeps us close. 

Andrei: Just not seeing each other. When we see each other, 
we’re happier right away. 

8. What’s something he’s good at that he wouldn’t tell people 
he’s good at? 

Evgeny: What he’s good at that he wouldn’t tell you? The 
way he looks. He’s a pretty (good) looking guy, I’ll tell you 
what. He obviously wouldn’t tell that to people, but he is 
definitely a good-looking guy. 

Andrei: He’s good at hockey. But (he doesn’t have to say 
that) he’s going to show it. In a couple of months, or in a 
year, he’s going to show that. I’m sure of it. 

9. Who’s a better dresser? 

Evgeny: (Laughs) I think I am a better dresser. But he’s got 
his own style. But you know what, he’s always been a 
follower of me, and it’s true, but I don’t think (there’s 
anything) wrong with that. Since he was a kid, he was always 
following me. And I think he still is, and some clothes that he 
likes, kind of similar to what I do, but I have better taste. 

Andrei: I think he is, to be honest, he’s got good style. 
Sometimes he helps me with the clothes — I know he’s 
gonna say that. But I’m trying my best, you know? 

10. Who would win in a fight? 

Evgeny: Of course me. But you know what, it’s hilarious. It’s 
crazy. We used to fight every single day. I’m not lying, man. 
We used to fight, my mom and dad would come in and 
(break) us up, like “stop, stop,” yelling. Every day. And I was 
obviously taking over him, like every day. … And then once 
he got like 14, 15, he got a little bit older, then I started 
feeling that it’s coming. Like he’s getting stronger. And then 
like 16, 17, he started working out more and more. Like that’s 
when it started getting equal, and obviously it was more 
serious, more strength, because we were both now massive. 
… But I’m going to still take him down for sure. More 
technique-wise, strength-wise. He is a strong kid, too, but 
yeah, experienced guy always wins. 

Andrei: I know he thinks he would win, but I’m not so sure 
about that. Hopefully, we’re never going to fight, but you 
never know what we’ll do. 

11. Anything else you want to add about him? 

Evgeny: That I love him so much. He’s a great brother. 

Andrei: I don’t know, really — did he say anything 
interesting? 

The Athletic: He said he loves you so much and that you’re a 
great brother. 

Andrei: I love him so much, too. He is my hero.
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Bean, Lorentz Bring Home Mementos From First Goals 

Two Canes scored their first NHL goals on the road 

By Michael Smith 

In addition to three wins and six points, the Carolina 
Hurricanes brought home a pair of mementos from their five-
game road trip: two pucks from first career goals in the 
National Hockey League. 

Those pucks, which the team will frame with a photo as a 
keepsake, belong to Jake Bean and Steven Lorentz. 

Bean netted his first career NHL goal on Feb. 27 against the 
Florida Panthers, the Canes' second power-play marker of 
the game that put them ahead 2-0 just 90 seconds into the 
third period. The Canes worked the puck up the wall to Brett 
Pesce, who swung it across to Bean. The Canes' 13th 
overall pick from 2016 stepped up into a shooting lane and 
let go of a wrist shot labeled for the top corner through a 
screen in front of Sergei Bobrovsky. The Canes went on to 
win the game 4-3 in a shootout. 

"We had a good break in on the power play. Pesce rolled 
over the top, gave it to me and I was walking it down. No 
pressure," Bean described. "I saw Nino in front. He had a 
great screen on the goal. It wouldn't have gone in if he wasn't 
there." 

Martin Necas, a teammate of Bean's on the Charlotte 
Checkers Calder Cup championship team from 2019, 
scooped the puck and tossed it to Alex Nedeljkovic, the AHL 
goaltender of the year that same season, on the bench for 
safe keeping. 

"All the boys on the bench were so happy and so excited for 
him. He's been playing really well. You're always happy for a 
guy to get his first," Warren Foegele said. "He's a really 
special player and a great person." 

Three nights later in Nashville, it was Lorentz's turn. 

In the second period, with the Canes leading 2-0, Jordan 
Martinook attempted a centering pass in the offensive zone, 
but it popped into the air off the sliding defense of Ben 
Harpur. Former Hurricane Erik Haula batted the puck down 
with a high stick, and Lorentz pounced on it in the slot, 
roofing the puck over Pekka Rinne. As it turned out, that goal 
held up as the game winner in a 4-2 final. 

"I just tried to put it on net. He's a big goalie, so I just tried to 
raise it. I found a corner. I'm so happy it went in," Lorentz 
described. "I don't really know what I did afterwards. The 
boys were telling me I was pretty excited and celebrated 
big." 

That he did, but it was well-earned for a 24-year-old who was 
a seventh-round draft pick - in his second time through the 
NHL Draft, no less - and worked his way up through every 
level of hockey from the OHL to the ECHL to the AHL to now 
making it happen in the NHL. 

"Everyone is happy for the guy. He's a guy who works hard 
and does everything for the team," Sebastian Aho said. "He's 
a great kid. I'm sure he'll play many, many years in this 
league just because of his attitude and his work mentality. 
We're really, really happy for the guy." 

Dougie Hamilton fetched the puck from Lorentz's goal, and 
after posing with it postgame - Vincent Trocheck jumped into 
a photo, Lorentz revealed on episode 165 of CanesCast - it 
was handed off for safe keeping. 

Those two pucks will be framed in the coming weeks, 
mementos for nights to remember in a season that's shaping 
up to be one to remember, as well.
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Preview: Red Wings vs. Hurricanes 

Fans return to PNC Arena as Canes open four-game 
homestand 

By Michael Smith 

Following a weeklong, five-game road trip, the Carolina 
Hurricanes return home to begin welcoming fans back to 
PNC Arena when they host the Detroit Red Wings. 

The Match-Up 

Detroit Red Wings (7-15-3, 17 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (15-6-1, 31 points) 

Thursday, March 4, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Tracking the Storylines 

Svech vs. Svech: It's finally time. For the first time in their 
NHL careers, the brothers Svechnikov are set to face off 
against one another. ACL surgery sidelined Evgeny for 
Andrei's rookie season in 2018-19. Evgeny then spent much 
of the 2019-20 season in the AHL, and though he logged 
four games with Detroit, he just missed a trip to Raleigh. The 
beginning of this season seemed promising, with the two 
teams facing off twice in Detroit, but Evgeny was left off the 
Red Wings' opening night roster. At long last, with Evgeny 
having tallied two points (1g, 1a) in his season debut on Feb. 
27 and scoring another goal the next night, the showdown is 
set. 

"Every day I go to sleep I start thinking about that. It's going 
to be so much fun if we play against each other. That's our 
dream," Andrei said in early January. "It's going to be lots of 
fun. Maybe I'll see him on the first shift and I'll try to hit him or 
do something, we'll see." 

Homecoming: With half of the Canes' road schedule now 
complete, the team returns home for four straight. And, for 
the first time since Feb. 28, 2020, fans will be inside PNC 
Arena. It will only be 15% of capacity - around 2,900 fans - 
but it's another step forward toward normalcy, and it should 
be a boost for a road-weary team. 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 2-3-0, 4 points 
On the road: 3-9-1, 7 points 
CAR vs. DET: 1-1-0 
Leading scorer: Bobby Ryan, 13 points (6g, 7a) in 24 games 

This brief stop in Raleigh marks the end of a four-game road 
trip for the Red Wings, who have won just three of 13 games 
away from Detroit this season. The Wings began the trip with 
a 5-3 win in Chicago before dropping the rematch 7-2 and 
then falling 4-1 in Columbus. 

The Last Meeting 

The Canes opened the 2020-21 season with a two-game set 
in Detroit. Petr Mrazek made 14 saves in the team's 3-0 
shutout in the first game of the season, while the Red Wings 
answered back with a 4-2 decision two nights later. 

 

Niederreiter fined $5,000 for actions in Hurricanes game 

Forward punished for goaltender interference against 
Predators' Saros 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK - Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter 
has been fined $5,000, the maximum allowable under the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement, for interference against 
Nashville Predators goaltender Juuse Saros during NHL 
Game No. 52 in Nashville on Tuesday, March 2, the National 

Hockey League's Department of Player Safety announced 
today. 

The incident occurred at 4:50 of the first period. Niederreiter 
was assessed a minor penalty for roughing. 

The money goes to the Players' Emergency Assistance 
Fund.
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Carolina takes on Detroit, looks for 4th straight victory 

Detroit Red Wings (7-15-3, seventh in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (15-6-1, second in the Central 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina will attempt to build upon its three-
game win streak with a victory over Detroit. 

The Hurricanes are 15-6-1 against Central Division 
opponents. Carolina is seventh in the Nhl averaging 3.3 
goals per game, led by Vincent Trocheck with 12. 

The Red Wings are 7-15-3 against opponents in the Central 
Division. Detroit is 29th in the NHL with 28.2 shots per game 
and is averaging 2.1 goals. 

Detroit beat Carolina 4-2 in the last meeting between these 
teams on Jan. 16. Dylan Larkin scored two goals for the Red 
Wings in the win. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Trocheck leads the Hurricanes with 12 
goals and has 19 points. Sebastian Aho has five goals over 
the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Bobby Ryan leads the Red Wings with 13 points, scoring six 
goals and adding seven assists. Sam Gagner has four goals 
over the last 10 games for Detroit. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 3.2 goals, 
5.9 assists, 3.5 penalties and seven penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.4 goals per game with a .926 save percentage. 

Red Wings: 4-5-1, averaging 2.3 goals, four assists, 3.1 
penalties and 6.2 penalty minutes while giving up 3.2 goals 
per game with a .902 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: day to day (upper 
body), Petr Mrazek: out (thumb). 

Red Wings: Dylan Larkin: day to day (undisclosed), Troy 
Stecher: day to day (lower body).

 

Hurricanes’ Niederreiter fined for interfering with Saros 

NEW YORK (AP) — Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter was 
fined $5,000 by the NHL on Wednesday for interfering with 
Nashville goaltender Juuse Saros, the maximum allowable 
under the collective bargaining agreement. 

Niederreiter hit Saros up high in a collision behind the net 
five minutes into the Hurricanes-Predators game Tuesday 
night. He was given a two-minute minor penalty for roughing. 

Saros remained in net for the rest of the first period before 
being replaced by Pekka Rinne to start the second. On 
Wednesday, the Predators said Saros, who started the past 
three games, is day to day with an upper-body injury.  

“The ref called a penalty,” Predators coach John Hynes said 
after the game. “It was a hit to the head; we’ll have to see 
where it goes from there. There’s not much more to 
comment on it. What we all saw was what happened.”  

Saros allowed two goals after the collision, and Nashville lost 
the game 4-2 after Rinne allowed one goal on 17 shots. 
Saros has started 12 of Nashville’s first 22 games, though 
Rinne figures to take the reins moving forward. 

Kasimir Kaskisuo would then serve as the Predators’ No. 2 
goaltender. Kaskisuo has one game of NHL experience, 
allowing six goals on 38 shots last season with Toronto.
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About Last Night: Lorentz’s big moment highlights third straight win 

The Carolina Hurricanes won their third straight game 
Tuesday night in Nashville, as Steven Lorentz’s first career 
goal highlighted a good win over the Predators. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up a five-game road trip 
with a 4-2 win in Nashville over the Predators Tuesday night, 
ending the trip on a three-game winning streak.  

The Canes took command of the game early with first-period 
goals from Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck, while 
Steven Lorentz added his first career goal in the second 
period. Carolina held on late for the win, grabbing six points 
over a three-game stretch that took place over just four days.  

Here are some takeaways from the Canes’ Tuesday night 
win: 

The Canes’ best doing their thing 

Carolina got a lot of its key contributions Tuesday night from 
the guys it needs to be getting those contributions from, as 
Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck and others continued to 
play well.  

The Hurricanes’ first goal was the reverse of their overtime 
winner Monday night, as Martin Necas made a great play 
and pass across the ice to Aho to open the scoring. Necas 
and Aho have been playing well together in Teuvo 
Teravainen’s absence, and Aho now leads the Hurricanes in 
scoring with his two-goal effort Tuesday night.  

The Canes’ second goal came from their most prolific source 
of goals so far this season in Trocheck, and it was assisted 
by the team’s leading assist man in Dougie Hamilton. 
Trocheck did what he does best, camped in front of goal, and 
put a perfect deflection of a Hamilton pass into the danger 
area into the net.  

Carolina’s third goal did come from some less consistent 
scorers, but the first two came from great hockey plays from 
some of the team’s best hockey players. That’s a good sign, 
as Trocheck continuing to score, Hamilton continuing to 
distribute good pucks, Aho continuing to find the point sheet 
and Necas continuing to improve are all musts for this team 
moving forward.  

Sure, Andrei Svechnikov didn’t join in on the fun, as he has 
just one point in the Canes’ last six games, but the good 
thing about this team is that there’s plenty of talent to pick it 
up if one player is slumping.  

Right now Trocheck is churning and Aho is putting up big 
points while Svechnikov is struggling to contribute, but down 
the road there’s a good chance that flips for a stretch of 
games as well. No player is good for all 82 (or 56), but this 
team is built on the shoulders of lots of guys and not just 
one.  

Steven Lorentz gets his moment 

If you’re looking for a great, heartwarming story so far in this 
Hurricanes’ season, you need look no further than Steven 
Lorentz.  

Lorentz, a seventh-round draft pick back in 2015, fits the 
great storybook mold, an undervalued guy who has grinded 
his way up to the biggest stage. Tuesday night in Nashville, 
Lorentz’ emergence into the NHL hit its next step, as he 
netted his first career goal.  

The goal ended up being the game winner for the Canes, 
and to make things even better Lorentz scored it past one of 
the greatest goalies of this generation in Pekka Rinne. For 
Lorentz, who has worked as hard as anyone to get the 
chance to play with the best, Tuesday’s goal was a 
rewarding tally for the time he has put in.  

“It’s just so much fun to come to the rink every day,” Lorentz 
said. “You come to the rink and learn from the best players in 
the world, and that just motivates you to be better and better 
and then when young guys come up through the ranks, then 
it’s your turn to pass on that knowledge, too. I’ve gotten 
some tremendous help along the way and again I’m so 
happy to be here in this situation and being able to contribute 
tonight was just the cherry on top.” 

It was a big moment for Lorentz, and it ended up being a big 
moment for the Canes in the game. His joy was unbridled 
and obvious, unleashing an electric celebration on the ice as 
he saw the puck go into an NHL net for him for the first time.  

And that joy was obvious in a wholesome interview with 
Tripp Tracy during the second intermission, an interview 
where Lorentz’s smile never left his face.  

Playing with fire, but putting it out 

In Carolina’s two wins over Florida Saturday and Monday, 
the Canes carried a lead into the third period and blew that 
lead before ultimately securing two points post regulation.  

In Tuesday night’s win over the Predators it looked like 
things may be headed in that direction for a bit, as a 3-0 
Carolina lead to start the third period was shrunk to a 3-2 
lead after two Nashville goals in quick succession.  

Unlike in the two Florida games, the Canes didn’t let the 
Predators come all the way back, maintaining the lead and 
adding an empty netter later. Still, the Canes let a dominant 
opening two periods get much closer and made things much 
harder for themselves.  

“You never like to give up leads in the third,” Reimer said. 
“You want to be a team that when you’re up going into the 
third, it’s lights out for your opponent. You want them to be 
defeated before they even touch the ice for the third. But it 
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doesn’t always work out that way. There’s a lot of parity in 
the league, two good teams and a lot of pride, too.” 

But at the end of the day, it doesn’t really matter how you get 
the win but that you do. As they say, great teams find a way 
to win in every fashion, and the Hurricanes have shown that 
over the past three games. 

The situation certainly didn’t help the Canes, either; three 
games in four nights in two different cities and two different 
time zones. To get six points out of those three games, 
regardless of how those points come, is a massive win, and 
a huge indication of how great this team really is.  

It’d be easy to point at three straight less-than-ideal third 
periods and say it’s a glaring issue, but it hasn’t bitten the 
Canes yet. And right now, Rod Brind’Amour has no issue 
with the way this team is winning games. Nor should he.  

“None,” Brind’Amour said. “I’m happy. We won. We 
dominated for two periods. The other team gets paid a lot of 
money. And they’re going to come out and play hard in the 
third period. I’ll take this all day long. Three in four nights, 
travel, getting in at 3 in the morning, there’s absolutely zero 
to be negative about.”

 

The Hurricanes’ Best Lines and Pairings so Far and What They Should Be Moving Forward 

Which forward lines and defensive pairings have been the 
best for the Hurricanes in 2021? The answers might surprise 
you... or they might not. 

By Brett Finger  

Everyone always asks, “What are the lines?” but no one ever 
asks, “How are the lines?”... 

Well, today, I am asking - and attempting to answer - that 
question. 

The Carolina Hurricanes capped off their road trip last night 
in Nashville as winners of three straight games and the 
owners of a nice, shiny 15-6-1 record, just one point behind 
the Discover NHL® Central Division-leading Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

It hasn’t been all sunshine and rainbows for the Canes, 
though. They’ve had to battle for seemingly each and every 
point over the last two weeks, and while they’ve managed to 
secure most of them, it’s been a tumultuous time up and 
down a lineup that has experienced constant shuffling. 

Which lines and pairings have worked the best so far? Which 
lines and pairings make sense moving forward? Let’s 
discuss. 

Forwards 

Up to this point, the Canes’ goal production at 5-on-5 has 
been led by their “second” line of Nino Niederreiter, Vincent 
Trocheck, and Martin Necas. That trio had a red-hot start to 
the season, but as of late, the magic has dissipated a bit, 
and they’ve been broken up in hopes of finding new 
combinations that work. 

Below is a table of the seven forward lines with north of 28 
minutes of ice time this season and their numbers. 

Hurricanes Forward Line Statistics 

Line 
Minut

es 
CF
% 

SCF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF
% 

xG
F 

xG
A 

xGF
% 

xGF/
60 

xGA/
60 

Foegele 
- Staal - 
Fast 

28.2
8 

48.
44 

48.3
4 

0 1 0 
0.
79 

1.
12 

41.3
2 

1.67 2.36 

Line 
Minut

es 
CF
% 

SCF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF
% 

xG
F 

xG
A 

xGF
% 

xGF/
60 

xGA/
60 

Foegele 
- Staal - 
Svechni
kov 

64.3
4 

48.
92 

46.2
8 

5 3 
62.
5 

2.
7 

2.
81 

49.0
5 

2.51 2.61 

Martino
ok - 
Lorentz 
- 
Paquett
e 

34.3
6 

59.
19 

61.0
8 

1 0 
10
0 

1.
87 

0.
74 

71.7
7 

3.24 1.28 

McGinn 
- Aho - 
Svechni
kov 

91.0
4 

54.
37 

52.7
2 

6 4 60 
5.
1 

3.
89 

56.7
1 

3.36 2.56 

McGinn 
- Aho - 
Teravai
nen 

49.1
9 

61.
22 

61.2
8 

5 3 
62.
5 

2.
91 

2.
36 

55.2
8 

3.54 2.87 

Niederr
eiter - 
Aho - 
Teravai
nen 

32.0
6 

69.
16 

73.0
4 

1 0 
10
0 

2.
27 

1.
02 

69.0
4 

4.24 1.91 

Niederr
eiter - 
Trochec
k- 
Necas 

156.
24 

55.
3 

59.6
4 

7 2 
78.
8 

7.
61 

5.
93 

56.2 2.92 2.28 

An essential thing to note here is the absence of Teuvo 
Teravainen from the lineup. He plays such a huge role on 
this team both with his elite playmaking ability and his impact 
on the Canes maintaining puck possession and keeping the 
scoring chances tilted in their favor. 
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In his time on the ice this season, he has been up and down 
with regards to production, but he started to really catch his 
stride right before he suffered a concussion that has kept him 
out over the last couple of weeks. 

Getting him back will help in many areas, but perhaps most 
importantly, it will give the Hurricanes more quality options in 
the top-six. 

A big positive during the road trip was the emergence of a 
very reliable and surprisingly impactful fourth line. Steven 
Lorentz, Cedric Paquette, and Jordan Martinook have played 
near-perfect hockey in their roles at 5-on-5. The numbers 
above don’t include the last two games, which saw Lorentz 
finally break through and score his first NHL goal in 
Nashville. It was a huge milestone for him and more tangible 
proof that he is a great fit for how that line plays. 

I don’t see that trio being separated in the near future. 

That leaves the top nine to sort out, and the wild card there is 
Teravainen’s health moving forward. Necas has had some 
great moments with Sebastian Aho over the last couple of 
games which has sparked some intrigue in seeing them play 
together at 5-on-5 more often. 

When Teravainen gets back and gets his game going, 
though, I think it makes all the sense in the world for him to 
be paired with Aho. It’s what has worked for years now, and 
it gives that line all the talent they need to make a difference 
all over the ice. Their chemistry is unrivaled in this forward 
lineup. 

That duo was outstanding with Niederreiter to start the 
season. They got split up after the COVID outbreak as Turbo 
sat out and was slow to find his game, and Nino struck gold 
on that second line. 

I think it makes sense for them to come back together at 
some point, though. Niederreiter is playing with confidence 
comparable to what he was playing with upon getting traded 
to the team. When they were together, albeit for a brief 
period of time, early in the year, they were Carolina’s most 
dangerous scoring line in terms of expected goals. 

If you want to have fun, you could also go with Teravainen-
Aho-Necas. Aho would score 90% of the goals and 
Teravainen and Necas would constantly pass the puck back 
and forth and not shoot to the point where you’d want to 
throw your television out the window, retrieve said television 
from the street, and pulverize it with a meat tenderizer. 

That would leave you with a group of Necas, Trocheck, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Brock McGinn, Jesper Fast, Jordan 
Staal, and Warren Foegele in the middle-six. 

You can tinker with this group of players and probably find 
something that sticks. It’s hard for me not to gravitate 
towards the idea of Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas on the 
second line, though. Svechnikov and Necas ooze skill, and 
Trocheck has been dynamite as a net-front guy. If 
Svechnikov can consistently retrieve loose pucks and help 
that line maintain possession, they’d be tough to stop. If 
Svech can get back to his top form, the SAT line remains a 
tempting option, as well. In that case, you could go back to 
the Niederreiter-Trocheck-Necas well. 

The Foegele-Staal-Fast line has been one of Carolina’s 
weakest lines at 5-on-5 in their brief time playing together, 
which makes me inclined to swap McGinn into Foegele’s 
place. McGinn has been one of the Canes’ better forwards 
this season, but he has benefited from playing with Aho, 
Svechnikov, and Teravainen. His goal-scoring tear has come 
to a very predictable end, but he still serves a purpose 
similar to that of Foegele, and he has tons of experience on 
Staal’s wing over the years. I still like Staal and Fast 
together, at least on paper. 

They always have the option of using Svechnikov on the 
Staal line. Still, for the sake of having two dangerous scoring 
lines, I don’t love the idea of somewhat limiting his ability to 
score by not having him with guys who can consistently keep 
up with him. 

There are tons of options for the middle-six, but having 
Niederreiter-Aho-Teravainen and Paquette-Lorentz-
Martinook trios at the top and bottom of the depth chart feels 
pretty good. 

Defensemen 

There’s a bit less deliberation to be had on the blue line, 
where the Hurricanes have seen a couple of pairings stick 
out as being clearly better than the rest. 

Hurricanes Defensive Pairing Statistics 

Pairin
g 

Minut
es 

CF
% 

SCF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF
% 

xG
F 

xG
A 

xGF
% 

xGF/
60 

xGA/
60 

Bean 
- 
Fleury 

65.01 
58.
98 

55.0
8 

2 1 
66.
67 

3.7
2 

2.9
3 

55.9
4 

3.43 2.7 

Bean 
- Skjei 

40.49 
52.
76 

60.2
1 

3 1 75 
2.0
1 

1.4
4 

58.2
2 

2.95 2.15 

Gardi
ner - 
Fleury 

96 
56.
95 

56.3
4 

2 3 40 
3.2
9 

2.9 
53.1
2 

2.06 1.81 

Gardi
ner - 
Pesce 

90.1 
55.
91 

56.7 3 1 75 
4.0
9 

2.7
3 

59.9
5 

2.72 1.82 

Skjei - 
Hamilt
on 

71.1 
59.
31 

51.6
1 

3 3 50 
2.1
5 

1.8
1 

54.3
5 

1.81 1.53 

Skjei - 
Pesce 

194.4
6 

52.
76 

50.9
3 

8 
1
0 

44.
44 

9.9
4 

7.6
8 

56.3
9 

3.06 2.37 

Slavin 
- 
Hamilt
on 

231.3
3 

55.
59 

57.8
6 

8 6 
57.
14 

9.6
6 

8.1
6 

54.1
9 

2.5 2.11 
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Pairin
g 

Minut
es 

CF
% 

SCF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF
% 

xG
F 

xG
A 

xGF
% 

xGF/
60 

xGA/
60 

Slavin 
- 
Pesce 

55.21 
56.
88 

61.1
1 

4 4 50 
2.4
6 

1.7 
59.1
3 

2.67 1.84 

I know it’s very hip right now to be down on Dougie 
Hamilton’s play, and I get it. He’s not playing the way he 
played a year ago. That being said, he and Jaccob Slavin 
are the first pairing, and I don’t see that changing for any 
significant period of time. 

You have to trust that those two will get back on top of 
things, and they have shown signs of that recently to the 
point where I’m not worried about it. They had a strong 
showing against Nashville. 

On an unrelated note: it is interesting to see that the Skjei-
Hamilton pairing was so low-event when they were together. 
You’d expect that to be a high-risk pairing, but it was the 
exact opposite. 

To this point, one of the team’s best pairings has been Jake 
Gardiner (who has been sidelined with what has been 
labeled an upper-body injury) and Brett Pesce. They’ve tried 
to make Brady Skjei with Pesce become a thing, but I’m just 
not a big believer in it right now. It’s still early, and it took 
Hamilton and Gardiner some time to actually get a hold of 
the system and start playing the way they were expected to 
play, so Skjei should also be given some amount of patience. 

Right now, the team has more trust in Skjei defensively and I 
think that’s been the reason why they’ve been reluctant to let 
Gardiner and Pesce play consistently. After last season, I 
understand that hesitation, but Gardiner has been the better 
fit with Pesce so far. 

Perhaps the biggest development here is the emergence of 
Jake Bean. He has seven points over his last 10 games and 
has done a good job proving that he is ready to graduate 
from the AHL for good. There are still some very noticeable 

flaws in his defensive game, but he has been getting better 
in those areas, and he needs to be given the opportunity to 
make those mistakes and get better from them. 

I don’t know if I love Skjei-Bean as a pairing. They started 
strong, but I think their defensive weaknesses were exposed 
a little more on the road trip, and it might not be a stable 
long-term option. That’s where Haydn Fleury comes into play 
as a low-event guy who can fill out the bottom pairing when 
needed. Skjei and Bean can still be very effective when the 
Canes control the matchups on home ice. 

The d-pairings, in particular, are fluid. You have the constant 
of Slavin-Hamilton on the top pairing and Pesce anchoring 
the second pairing, but I think it’s reasonable to expect both 
Gardiner and Skjei to float back and forth on there with the 
other one working the third pairing with Bean and Fleury. 

With all of that in mind, here’s the lineup that I would go out 
on a limb and endorse. 

Niederreiter-Aho-Teravainen 
Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas 
McGinn/Foegele-Staal-Fast 
Paquette-Lorentz-Martinook 

Slavin-Hamilton 
Gardiner-Pesce 
Skjei-Bean/Fleury 

This whole discussion is moot, to an extent, because injuries 
will keep happening with the condensed schedule and few 
off days (but it’s still fun to talk about). There will be a steady 
shuffling of the deck all over the lineup, but when everyone is 
healthy, assuming that ever is the case this season, this 
setup is pretty solid. 

The Canes are positioned well in that, at full strength, they 
have an extra forward and defenseman who are good 
enough to plug into a number of spots and play well - or at 
least well enough. 

Carolina has the much-needed depth that will prove hugely 
beneficial as the season progresses and the postseason 
becomes visible over the horizon.
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Central Division Weekly Roundup: Canes and Lighting go Streaking 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lighting are the top 
two teams in the Central and have active winning streaks. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning: .775 P% (15-4-1) 31 Points 

Tampa Bay was largely untested in the schedule heading 
into last week but now the Lightning have shown just how 
good they are. In their last four games, they have recorded 
three shutouts, all from Andrei Vasileskiy. Since Feb. 20, the 
Lighting rank first in goals against with seven, which is just 
1.17 allowed per game. Vasileskiy has emerged as an early 
favorite for the Vezina Trophy with a .942 save percentage, 
1.65 GAA, four shutouts and 14 wins all ranked first in the 
NHL. 

Mikhail Sergavhev is having a breakout year even while 
playing on the third pairing with Cal Foote. Sergachev is 
playing over 21:00 minutes a night and ranks fifth on the 
team in points with 15 and second on the team in assists 
with 14. While he does have a 58.9 OZ% the coaches have 
been giving him more responsibility. He has also been 
playing on both the power play and penalty kill more than he 
has in any other season. He’s responded well to the added 
time and increased time on ice and has 74% Goals For this 
season.  

2. Carolina Hurricanes: .705 P% (15-6-1) 31 Points 

After losing three straight to the Lightning, the Hurricanes 
bounced back with three-straight wins. Alex Nedeljkovic 
played well after earning his first career shutout a little over a 
week ago. He is starting to look like he can be an NHL 
regular. This could mean that he takes the backup role when 
Petr Mrazek is back. With both “Ned” and James Reimer on 
one-way contracts, the Canes will have to make a tough 
decision on who to waive to the taxi squad. If it is Reimer, he 
is more likely to be claimed but the Canes would get 
additional cap space with the $3.125 million not counting 
while on the taxi squad.  

Pierre Lebrun has reported that talks between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Dougie Hamilton have stalled. Hamilton is 
asking for $8.5 million or more while the Canes are closer to 
a $6.5-million contract. This will come down to how much 
Hamilton wants to stay because it just doesn’t make sense 
for the Canes to go up to $8.5 million with the team having 
nine other free agents this season and five more coming next 
offseason that are currently on the active roster. 

Both Hamilton’s offensive and defensive play have lagged a 
bit this season even though the shooting percentage will 
increase. The price isn’t even taking into account the term of 
the deal. Hamilton is 27 so he does have good years 
remaining, but the Canes cannot buy high without the ability 
to sell down the line if they are looking for a seven or eight-
year contract. Jake Bean and Haydn Fleury have proven that 
they can be everyday NHL defensemen, which allows the 
Canes to take a harder stance on the contract. 

3. Florida Panthers: .714 P% (13-4-4) 30 Points 

The Florida Panthers are 13-4-4 this season and three of 
their four overtime losses have come against the Hurricanes. 

While it's never ideal to have three-point games in the 
division, the Canes have made up three points in three 
games against the Panthers, who have looked like one of the 
strongest teams in the division this year. Despite those 
results, the Panthers still maintain 30 points in the standings 
and sit third in the Central 

In the past few days, there have been a couple of trade bait 
lists that have come out that have listed Chris Driedger as a 
top asset. It seems insane that the Florida Panthers, who are 
looking to be in Stanley Cup contention, would trade their 
current starting goaltender. Yes, they are stuck with this and 
eight more seasons of Sergei Bobrovsky and have Spencer 
Knight in the pipeline. But in no world would a team trade 
their starting goaltender while competing for a championship.  

4. Chicago Blackhawks: .609 P% (12-7-4) 28 Points 

The Chicago Blackhawks have had a strong start to the 
season, but March marks their toughest challenge of the 
season. In the coming month, they have five games against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. They also have nine of their 14 
games this month against the top three teams in the division. 
While they have been doing well this season, they have yet 
to be put to the real test. While they are nine points clear of 
the Blue Jackets, this could see the Dallas Stars back into 
playoff contention after this month. 

The Blackhawks as of recent have been able to lean on 
backup goaltender Maclom Subban more than they have in 
the past. Kevin Lankinen has been handling the lion's share 
of the games this season, but recently Subban started two 
straight games. Last month Subban went 3-1-0 with a .932 
sv%. He has been able to give Lankinen a much-needed 
break in an extremely condensed schedule. Rest is going to 
end up being the most important factor going into the end of 
the season and the playoffs. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: .479 P% (9-10-5) 23 Points 

The last 10 days for the Columbus Blue Jackets have been 
terrible. They had five straight losses that included three to 
the second-to-last place Predators. The other two came 
against the team they are fighting for fourth place with, the 
Chicago Blackhawks. The Blue Jackets were finally able to 
right the ship against the Detroit Red Wings last night, which 
should quell the hot seat talk for John Tortorella. While it is 
unlikely for them to make a coaching change in season with 
the COVID restrictions, if they don’t go on a run here it may 
force their hand. 

With Chicago having such a tough schedule, this could be 
the month where they make up ground. They are just five 
points behind the Blackhawks with one more game played. 
With half of their games coming against the struggling Dallas 
Stars and the Detroit Red Wings, the Blue Jackets still very 
much have a chance to catch Chicago. One thing to keep an 
eye on is their goaltending. Elvis Merzlikins had an upper-
body injury early in February but returned on the Feb. 18. 
Joonas Korpisalo played all but two games last month and 
went 3-6-2. It could be time to make a change when it comes 
to the tougher teams like Florida and Carolina this month. 
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6. Dallas Stars: .471 P% (6-7-4) 16 Points 

The Stars did not fare well against the Lightning, scoring 
zero goals in their two games losing by a combined score of 
5-0. Since returning from their second mini-break of the 
season, the Stars are just 1-3-1 with their only win coming 
against the Florida Panthers. The Stars are now entering a 
phase in their schedule where they play 40 games in 70 
days, which averages out to four games every six days. They 
will now no longer have consecutive days off for the rest of 
the season. 

The Stars have already been struggling with injuries. Roope 
Hintz has been a game-time decision the last few weeks and 
Alexander Radulov has been out since the beginning of 
February. These are on top of the early injuries like Jamie 
Benn who started the season late. Now with little to no 
recovery time, the Stars will likely see their injury list continue 
to grow. Anton Khudobin has had to sit more games in favor 
of Jake Oettinger to try to keep him fresh. Ben Bishop is 
slated to return this month and the earlier the better to keep 
fresh netminders every night. 

7. Nashville Predators: .455 P% (20-12-0) 20 Points 

The Nashville Predators have been one of the most 
surprising teams this season, but for every wrong reason. 
Every week it seems like there are more rumors about the 
Predators selling off and prepping for a rebuild. But what is 
behind the poor play? They are a positive possession team 
and rank fourth in the league with a 52.5% Corsi which is 
better than both the Florida Panthers and the Carolina 
Hurricanes. They also rank sixth in shots per game with 31.9 
while also allowing 29.1 shots against per game. 

The Predators just have not been able to score. They have 
just 2.29 goals per game, which ranks 28th. They have the 

league’s second-worst even-strength shooting percentage of 
just 5.6%, only ahead of the Buffalo Sabres. To no surprise, 
this also leads to Nashville having a bottom three PDO with a 
978. Normally this would mean that we would expect the 
Predators to regress back to the mean and have a better 
shooting percentage for the team. However, in a shortened 
and condensed season, it will be too little too late. What this 
all does show is that they aren’t as far gone as it appears for 
the core of the team even if the season is likely far gone.  

8. Detroit Red Wings: .340 P% (7-15-3) 17 Points  

Thursday night could mark the first time that the Svechnikov 
brothers could meet in the NHL. Evgeny Svechnikov is four 
years older than Hurricane Andrei Svechnikov. Despite the 
added four years, the elder brother has just 21 games of 
NHL experience. He missed significant time due to a leg 
injury and spent all of last season in the AHL as a 
“conditioning stint.” The on-ice meeting has looked 
questionable at times lately as well with Evgeny shuffling 
back and forth on the taxi squad but looks like he is on track 
to play Thursday against his little brother. 

Another Red Wing who has made quite a comeback is 
Bobby Ryan. Ryan signed a one-year, $1-million contract 
this offseason with the Red Wings. After five seasons with 
the Ottawa Senators that saw him go through many different 
challenges, he signed in Detroit citing Steve Yzerman being 
the GM and seeing that Detroit was a place to get right. Now 
he has scored six goals and 12 points in 23 games and could 
be a bargain at the deadline for a team. It just depends on 
how Yzerman will handle Ryan. While there isn’t a NMC on 
the contract, Yzerman could still do right by Ryan and let him 
play out his contract in Detroit if that’s what he wants.

  

 

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249660228.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249658658.html 

https://theathletic.com/2416189/2021/03/03/carolina-hurricanes-road-trip-positive-vibes/ 
https://theathletic.com/2425132/2021/03/03/qa-with-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-and-red-wings-evgeny-svechnikov-brothers-awaiting-first-nhl-

matchup/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/jake-bean-steven-lorentz-bring-home-mementos-from-first-goals/c-322055948 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-detroit-red-wings-carolina-hurricanes/c-322061156 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nino-niederreiter-fined-for-interference/c-322043596 

https://apnews.com/article/sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-dylan-larkin-nhl-north-carolina-8cd26a89243041d9ab434241ca1bf410 
https://apnews.com/article/nino-niederreiter-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-pekka-rinne-nashville-predators-d08225e58c0fba36f608ca9d6effba87 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/3/22310738/about-last-night-lorentzs-big-moment-highlights-third-straight-win 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/3/22307259/quick-whistles-ideal-defensive-lineup-carolina-hurricanes-pesce-gardiner-bean-skjei-aho-

svechnikov 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/3/22310677/central-division-weekly-roundup-carolina-hurricanes-and-tampa-bay-lighting-go-streaking 
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It could be Svechnikov vs. Svechnikov as Hurricanes host Red Wings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MARCH 03, 2021 04:31 PM,  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes stood in a hallway in Bridgestone Arena on 
Tuesday night, bouncy, energetic, the players pumping up each other for 
the road game against the Nashville Predators. 

And especially Jordan Martinook. He’s always pumping up Andrei 
Svechnikov. Picture Bundini Brown before a Muhammad Ali fight in the 
old days, the ebullient cornerman screaming, “You the champion of the 
world!” as Ali entered the ring. 

A video clip tweeted Tuesday by the Canes shows Martinook, his voice 
rising, saying “Mister Svech-ni-kov,” slapping gloves with Svechnikov and 
then shouting “Come on, Svech!” as they took the ice. It’s a pregame 
ritual, something Martinook has done since Svechnikov was a rookie. 

There could be variation Thursday. Martinook might simply look over and 
shout, “Two Svech-ni-kovs?” 

For the first time, Andrei Svechnikov and Evgeny Svechnikov could play 
against each other in a hockey game. The two are brothers and the 
closest of siblings, often together when not playing hockey and on the 
phone every day, Evgeny says. But never hockey opponents. 

Evgeny Svechnikov, 24, is the oldest. A first-round pick by the Detroit 
Red Wings in 2015, the forward had his NHL career interrupted by a 
serious knee injury in October 2018. But he has been in the Red Wings’ 
lineup the the past three games and is expected to play Thursday when 
the Wings (7-15-3) and Canes (15-6-1) face off at PNC Arena — two No. 
37s on the ice. 

“It’s going to be a special day, a special game,” Evgeny Svechnikov said 
Wednesday on a Wings zoom interview. “I talked to my dad today and 
said. ‘Can you imagine, It’s been almost 20 years we’ve been counting 
(down) to this day.’ ” 

Andrei Svechnikov, who turns 21 this month, was the second overall pick 
in the 2018 NHL Draft in Dallas. He jumped into the Canes lineup at 18 
and has become one of the league’s best young power forwards, at times 
the talk of the NHL with his lacrosse-shot goals and other dynamic plays. 

“I’m proud, first of all,” Evgeny said. “I’m amazed how big of a jump he 
made and became a star in this league. The goals he scores is just fun to 
watch. And how hard he plays and what a team player he is, I’m just 
proud. 

“He works hard. He’s such a humble kid. I’m just proud and excited and 
hope he continues the journey.” 

Here’s an interest twisting to the brother-vs.-brother story line: Evgeny 
Svechnikov has two goals in his last three games. Andrei Svechnikov 
has one goal in his past 14 games, an empty-netter Feb. 20 against 
Tampa Bay. He last beat a goalie to score Feb. 4 in Chicago, which was 
his sixth goal in the Canes’ first eight games. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s goal drought has been puzzling, although Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said not troubling. Add in defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton’s lack of goals — one in 22 games — and that’s two of the 
Canes’ biggest goal producers of last season stuck in neutral when it 
comes to finding the net. 

“Any goal scorer gets frustrated when they don’t score,” Brind’Amour said 
Monday on a media call. “You actually get more frustrated when you 
have chances that don’t go in. (Svechnikov) has had quite a few good 
looks. I think it’s just a matter of time.” 

And the same with Hamilton, Brind’Amour said. 

“He’s had good looks and they just haven’t gone in,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
think it’s a matter of time for those guys. They’re competitive. They want 
to score, so they naturally get frustrated. I think that’s normal. 

“You just don’t want it to bleed into other areas of their game where 
they’re starting to look for the offense at the expense of playing good 
hockey. And they haven’t done that.” 

Svechnikov has gotten his shots — 35 in the 14 games — and has seven 
assists in those games (Hamilton has a team-leading 13 for the season). 
The Canes have gone 9-4-1 in those games, beating the Predators 4-2 
on Tuesday to end their five-game road trip with three consecutive wins. 

Svechnikov, interviewed before the season, said it has always been “our 
little dream” for the two brothers to play in the same NHL game. With the 
Canes and Wings in the Central Division, that meant eight possible 
meetings this season. 

When the Canes and Red Wings opened the season with two games in 
Detroit, Evgeny did not play. This time, he should, although Red Wings 
coach Jeff Blashill would not reveal his lineup on Wednesday. 

“Evgeny is a great person, and I’m certainly aware how much it would 
mean to him,” Blashill said. “I know how much his family means to him, 
how much his brother means to him.” 

The one downside for the brothers: Their parents are in Russia and must 
watch from afar. 

“It’s going to be so much fun,” Andrei Svechnikov said in early January, 
smiling. “If I’m on a shift against him I’ll try to hit him or something. We’ll 
see.” 

One can almost hear Martinook: “And in this corner, An-drei Svech-ni-kov 
...” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS DETROIT RED WINGS 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV: FSCR 

News Observer LOADED: 03.04.2021 

1184351 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter fined $5,000 by the NHL for hit on 
Predators’ goalie 
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BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter has been fined $5,000 by 
the NHL for his hit on Nashville’s Juuse Saros in Tuesday’s game. 

The fine is the maximum allowed under the league’s collective bargaining 
agreement. 

Niederreiter collided with Saros behind the Nashville net in the first period 
of the Canes’ 4-2 road win at Bridgestone Arena. Leaning to his left as he 
played the puck, Saros absorbed a helmet-to-helmet hit from 
Niederreiter, who was skating in attempting to prevent the pass. 
Niederreiter was penalized two minutes for roughing. 

Saros, who allowed two goals in the first period, was removed from the 
game after the period and replaced by Pekka Rinne. 

Predators coach John Hynes, asked about the play on his postgame 
media call, said: “It was called a penalty. It was a hit to the head. There’s 
not much more to comment on it. What we all saw is what happened.” 

Saros likely in concussion protocol after taking this hit to the head by 
Niederreiter in the first period. Given two minutes for roughing. Could 
very well argue for more as Niederreiter skates right into him making no 
effort to avoid contact https://t.co/5kRGxiIpDE pic.twitter.com/YflSXvjswt 

— NHL Safety Watch (@NHLSafetyWatch) March 3, 2021 

It was the first time a Canes player had been fined or suspended since 
Kevin Westgarth was suspended two games for boarding Mark 
Borowiecki on Nov. 24, 2013. That cost him $7,436 in salary. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was fined $25,000 for comments about 
the officiating in a postgame press conference on Aug. 12, 2020. 

News Observer LOADED: 03.04.2021 
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Q&A with Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov and Red Wings’ Evgeny 
Svechnikov, brothers awaiting first NHL matchup 

 

By Max Bultman and Sara Civian Mar 3, 2021  

 

When the Red Wings and Hurricanes take the ice in Raleigh on 
Thursday, the biggest story of the night might be established before puck 
drop. 

Right now, it looks like Evgeny and Andrei Svechnikov may finally get to 
play against each other in the NHL. 

If Thursday is, indeed, The Night, it’s been a long time coming: Before 
Andrei’s rookie season in 2018-19, Evgeny suffered a knee injury in the 
Red Wings’ preseason finale, requiring ACL surgery that cost him the 
season. Last year, he spent most of the campaign in the AHL getting 
back into form — and when he was up with Detroit, he was sent down 
just days before a trip to Carolina. Even earlier this season, Evgeny didn’t 
make the Red Wings’ opening-night roster for a two-game series against 
the Hurricanes. 

Now, though, the Svechnikov Bowl is within reach. Andrei has 17 points 
in 22 games and has become a premier winger in the NHL. Evgeny has 
three in three as a midseason call-up looking to establish himself. 

“Every night before I go to sleep I start thinking about (playing against my 
brother),” Andrei said Jan. 5. “It’s always been our little dream. Maybe 
the first time I will try to hit him or something.” 

Early in the 2019-20 season, mere days before the brothers seemed 
destined to square off for the first time, Evgeny answered a set of 11 
questions about his brother for The Athletic. This week, Andrei answered 
the same 11 about Evgeny. 

Their responses are a window into their two personalities, their childhood 
and why the chance to face each other in the NHL would mean so much 
to them both. 

(Note: These responses have been edited for clarity and length) 

1. What were you always better than your brother at growing up? 

Evgeny: Everything (laughs). It’s a tough question. I never really 
compared that, or I never really asked myself what I’m better at. But 
obviously I’m older. I am more mature. … I think I am probably working 
harder, a little bit, out there, as much as I hate to compare us, because I 
love him so much. But maybe compete. But god, he’s a crazy competitor, 
too. But I’m going to win more battles, definitely, if we’ll go 50-50. I’ll tell 
you that for sure. I think I have a better one-timer, better, maybe, shot. 
But he also has a weapon. But I can tell you that he’s a way better skater 
than I am. He’s just an unbelievable skater. He’s explosive, and head up 
every time. I’m more like bent, myself, but he’s an unbelievable skater. 
It’s tough to compare, and I hate to do that. 

Andrei: Phew … I remember growing up when someone would ask us 
something like that, our parents always said to say that we are the same. 
And now I would still say we are the same. It’s so hard to say what one is 
better at than the other. 

2. What’s his best hockey skill? 

Evgeny: I would say that his separating with other players is probably 
skating, but I think also hockey IQ, he’s really smart and he knows how to 
play in give-and-go and little areas, and cycle the puck, and skill game, 
but also he has a weapon as a shot and his speed … he takes pucks to 
the net with his ability to skate, and just … cut to the net. It’s unreal. But 
also huge competitor, wants to win every single day, wants to be better 
every day. Crazy, crazy work (ethic). I can go on, but skating can 
separate him with other players. 

Andrei: I think he’s got a really good shot, and he can control the puck all 
game. He can play physical. I feel like we’re kind of similar players, 
actually. 

3. What’s his best quality as a person? 

Evgeny: Humble. Humble, shyness, respectful. There’s not just one 
word. But one thing (that) comes in my head, humble and respect(ful), of 
anything: parents, people around, polite. Just a good kid, man. He’s just 
a good kid. 

Andrei: I feel like he’s just a kind person — he’s always going to care 
about you, he’s always going to ask you if something’s wrong. He’s a 
culture guy. But obviously he gets a little emotional sometimes (laughter) 
… He’s gotta work on that a little bit, probably. 

4. When have you been the proudest of him? 

Evgeny: Just one thing? … That he doesn’t let himself get down, and 
anything happens, nothing stops him. But I think he learned that from me 
(laughs). And yeah, he doesn’t give up and he keeps going. Nothing 
bothers him, and he’s like a tractor, just keeps going, and I’m telling you, 
he learned that from me. 

Andrei: Every day, to be honest. Every day I am proud of him, to be 
completely honest. He’s been through a lot, there have been a lot of hard 
things. He was injured, now he’s here in the show. It’s going to be fun to 
play against him. I’m proud of him every day. 

Andrei Svechnikov handles the puck for the Hurricanes. (Kim Klement / 
USA Today) 

5. What’s something he got away with as a kid? 
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Evgeny: Everything. I was the guy getting all the shit from parents. He 
would get away (with) anything because I was the oldest and I was 
supposed to do (everything): clean, dishes, clean the apartment. He was 
great at cleaning (the) apartment, folding. When my mom and dad would 
be at work, he would be great at folding clothes and folding everybody’s 
clothes, but I had to clean floors, I had to do dishes, I had to do this, that, 
then I had to cook sometimes, too. Like pancakes or something, crepes. 
But he would get away (from) getting shit. Like I was always the guy that 
(parents) would snap at. But the thing is I would snap at him. … He was 
getting away (with) everything. 

Andrei, after being told what Evgeny said: Ehhh. Yeah, maybe that’s true. 

6. You both wear No. 37. What’s the story behind that? 

Evgeny: It’s an interesting story. I was, growing up, number 10. … I 
asked my dad which number should I take and he told me, “Take number 
10, it’s Pavel Bure, he’s a superstar in the NHL.” I said sure. I liked him. 
… If you know Alexei Cherepanov, he was 19 years old, he passed away 
at a game in (the) KHL. It was (2008). … He was drafted (in the) first 
round (to the) New York Rangers. He was the biggest young star, like 
growing up in Russia, and he passed away at a game. He was playing 
with Jaromir Jagr. So (Cherepanov) was No. 7. His first coach was my 
first coach, so he was practicing with us, and I was looking up (to him) … 
Once I moved up, I moved up to juniors and I got No. 37. They just gave 
it to me, it just kind of happened. … And then I thought, I think it’s fate. 
Because No. 7, Alexei Cherepanov. No. 3 — we say No. 3, God loves 
No. 3. We believe that God’s favorite number is No. 3, and then Alexei 
Cherepanov (was No. 7). … And that number stuck with me, and then 
three plus seven is 10, so I was growing up No. 10. … And then ever 
since I came to juniors, Cape Breton, they gave me 37 and I played with 
37. And when we moved out here, they asked me what number I want to 
be and I said 37. And then my brother obviously took 37 in the NHL. 

Andrei: There’s no big story, really. When I was 10 years old I wore it, 
then switched to 14, then I played all junior with the 14, then when he got 
drafted by Detroit he got the 37 number, then when I got drafted I said 
“Yeah, he got 37. I want 37.” 

7. What’s the hardest part about living away from your brother? 

Evgeny: That I don’t see him. I don’t see him, I don’t see my mom … 
mom and dad, especially my dad, he’s far away. … But luckily in this 
world we’ve got service and FaceTime and any connection that we can 
have right now, and that’s what keeps us close. 

Andrei: Just not seeing each other. When we see each other, we’re 
happier right away. 

8. What’s something he’s good at that he wouldn’t tell people he’s good 
at? 

Evgeny: What he’s good at that he wouldn’t tell you? The way he looks. 
He’s a pretty (good) looking guy, I’ll tell you what. He obviously wouldn’t 
tell that to people, but he is definitely a good-looking guy. 

Andrei: He’s good at hockey. But (he doesn’t have to say that) he’s going 
to show it. In a couple of months, or in a year, he’s going to show that. 
I’m sure of it. 

9. Who’s a better dresser? 

Evgeny: (Laughs) I think I am a better dresser. But he’s got his own style. 
But you know what, he’s always been a follower of me, and it’s true, but I 
don’t think (there’s anything) wrong with that. Since he was a kid, he was 
always following me. And I think he still is, and some clothes that he 
likes, kind of similar to what I do, but I have better taste. 

Andrei: I think he is, to be honest, he’s got good style. Sometimes he 
helps me with the clothes — I know he’s gonna say that. But I’m trying 
my best, you know? 

10. Who would win in a fight? 

Evgeny: Of course me. But you know what, it’s hilarious. It’s crazy. We 
used to fight every single day. I’m not lying, man. We used to fight, my 
mom and dad would come in and (break) us up, like “stop, stop,” yelling. 
Every day. And I was obviously taking over him, like every day. … And 
then once he got like 14, 15, he got a little bit older, then I started feeling 
that it’s coming. Like he’s getting stronger. And then like 16, 17, he 
started working out more and more. Like that’s when it started getting 
equal, and obviously it was more serious, more strength, because we 
were both now massive. … But I’m going to still take him down for sure. 
More technique-wise, strength-wise. He is a strong kid, too, but yeah, 
experienced guy always wins. 

Andrei: I know he thinks he would win, but I’m not so sure about that. 
Hopefully, we’re never going to fight, but you never know what we’ll do. 

11. Anything else you want to add about him? 

Evgeny: That I love him so much. He’s a great brother. 

Andrei: I don’t know, really — did he say anything interesting? 

The Athletic: He said he loves you so much and that you’re a great 
brother. 

Andrei: I love him so much, too. He is my hero. 
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Hurricanes road-trip takeaways: Tight finishes, long nights of travel, 
Dougie Hamilton doubters — but overall positive vibes 

 

By Sara Civian Mar 3, 2021  

 

It’s 22 games into the season, and is anyone sure what exactly these 
Hurricanes are? 

I’d bet that’s sort of universal among the good-to-great teams in the NHL 
this year. If you’re a bad team, you pretty much know you’re bad at this 
point. In a normal season, the same would go for most of the good-to-
great ones as we neared the midseason mark. But that range has been 
muddled this season, for so many reasons: new divisions that are more 
like mini-leagues, so many games in so short a span, COVID-19 
protocols and pauses, and usage issues with the whole so-many-games 
thing. 

It’s a lot to consider when you’re asking yourself if a team is a true Cup 
contender. 

At times, the Hurricanes have looked the part. At times, it has seemed 
like they’re just “letting” games dissolve in third periods. 

But we have to think about things a bit differently this season. With so 
few games overall and so many games packed into a condensed 
schedule, dare I say that for once, at the end of the game, the process 
matters less than the result? 

After Tuesday’s 4-2 win over Nashville, the Canes are 15-6-1, tied with 
the Lighting with 31 points — the most in the Central Division. Oh, and 
that was their eighth game in 12 days in four cities, so you’ll forgive head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour if he isn’t too hard on his guys for a string of 
unideal third periods. 

When asked to what extent finishing games was becoming a concern to 
him, he said, “None,” then paused. 

“I’m happy. We won. We dominated for two periods,” he continued. “The 
other team gets paid a lot of money, and they’re gonna come out and 
play hard in the third period. I’ll take this all day long. Three in four nights 
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travel. Getting in at three in the morning. There’s absolutely zero to be 
negative about.” 

I’ll have whatever he’s having to get through the rest of 2021. 

In all seriousness, this is a lot of hockey against the same opponents, 
and there’s a lot of added stress with necessary COVID-19 protocols and 
minimal practicing. I’ve been asking around about the challenges that we 
might not see from the outside. 

“It’s a mental challenge, to me,” Brind’Amour said before Tuesday’s 
game. “The physical thing is one thing. It’s mentally — getting your body 
and your mind ready to battle at the level that you have to to be 
successful in this league. That’s probably stuff that people don’t really 
understand. It’s not that hard to go out and play, but to go out and play 
well and at the level you need to? It’s extremely hard. It’s that grind that 
everyone’s in, but for whatever reason, we’re in it big time. With the 
amount of games that we have, there’s just no mental breaks, and that’s 
what you worry about.” 

As Hurricanes Cup winner Mike Commodore would say, they were In 
One. 

“One thing that’s hard — and maybe it’s harder for goalies, I don’t know, 
I’ve never been a forward or a D-man — is a lack of practice time,” 
James Reimer offered. “You’re playing so much. Obviously, you need 
your rest so you can perform for the games, so we don’t practice much. I 
think for a goalie, you’re always trying to work on your technical game, 
and being sharp and being solid. Usually, it’s a couple practices a week, 
and now you might get one practice in one week. I think that’s one of the 
hard things about having so many games.” 

One thing I’ve learned about covering the NHL in 2021? There’s not 
much time for reflection. But the Hurricanes endured what might prove 
their toughest road trip of the season — two at Tampa Bay, two at Florida 
and one at Nashville — and they come back to Raleigh riding a three-
game winning streak. They don’t have to see the Lightning again until 
March 27. 

Maybe that’s why the vibe check is solid today … well, for the most part: 

VERY POSITIVE. I THINK WE’RE ALL FORGETTING WE’RE MISSING 
TURBO AND PETR. EXPECTATIONS ARE THROUGH THE ROOF 
FOR THIS SEASON. 

— WESLEY YARBER (@WESYARBZ) MARCH 3, 2021 

THE BIG DEAL TO ME-8 POINTS UP ON COLUMBUS WITH TWO 
GAMES IN HAND, TOUGH TO FEEL BAD WHEN THE MAIN GOAL IS 
“MAKE THE TOURNAMENT” TO USE A BILL BELICHICK TERM. 

— AL HOOD (@ALBHOOD) MARCH 3, 2021 

BEND BUT DON'T BREAK 

— OMAR ABDELGAWAD (@TIBERIOUS_NERO) MARCH 3, 2021 

A RARE PHOTO OF (PROBABLY) THE FIRST FAN TO FIST BUMP 
STEVEN LORENTZ IN THE FAN TUNNEL WHILE WEARING A 
STEVEN LORENTZ JERSEY, FEEL FREE TO USE IT   (HE SCORED 
IN THAT GAME, TOO – PRESEASON) 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/7YTIEYBGBM 

— KATE (@INSTANTKATE) MARCH 3, 2021 

EVEN THOUGHT THE TB GAMES WERE NOT THE RESULTS THE 
TEAM WANTED, THERE WERE *LOTS* OF POSITIVES 
CONSIDERING HOW THEY PLAYED 5 GAMES IN 7 DAYS. PLUS, 
GOING 3-2 ON THE ROAD WHEN THOSE 2 LOSSES ARE TO THE 
DEFENDING CHAMPS AIN’T TOO SHABBY! 

— CHARLES GRIFFIN (@CNGRIFFINNC) MARCH 3, 2021 

THE BALANCE THIS TEAM IS SHOWING ACROSS FOUR LINES MAY 
BE THE BEST WE’VE SEEN IN FRANCHISE HISTORY. 

— MIKE STEELE (@MDSTEELE47) MARCH 3, 2021 

I FEEL LIKE I’VE BEEN WATCHING CANES HOCKEY FOR 116 
STRAIGHT HOURS. 

— JEFF WILLIAMS (@JOHNNYBOLLA) MARCH 3, 2021 

• This season has felt like one never-ending game. 

• The balance Mike mentioned above is probably the most convincing 
argument of the Hurricanes’ quality at the moment. I was asked on 99.9 
The Fan on Tuesday who “needs” to score more, and I didn’t really have 
an answer. Andrei Svechnikov is going through it right now, but Martin 
Necas is there to pick up that young-talent slack. Dougie Hamilton has 
favored assisting and has an unlucky shooting percentage (more on that 
later), but Brett Pesce is there for that rush-jumpy, blue-line-production 
fix. The Canes are currently tied for fifth in the league with 72 goals, and 
they have played fewer games than three of the four teams with more. 
You used to notice when a player like Svechnikov or Sebastian Aho went 
on a scoring drought because, well, no one else was scoring. Canes 
stars have a newfound luxury of figuring things out while other guys can 
pick up some slack. For now. 

• What else can you say about Vincent Trocheck? He holds a team- and 
Central Division-leading 12 goals (tied for fourth leaguewide), brings 
consistent net-front presence the Canes have been lacking, enjoys 
playing keep away from Hamilton and is making Don Waddell look very 
smart. 

• Brett Pesce at five-on-five through 22 games has two goals and eight 
assists (five of which are primary). ALSO: eight rebounds created, five 
penalties drawn and 23 shots blocked. Even better? In just 9:43 of 
power-play time, he’s got one goal and two primary assists. For 
reference, here’s a list of the power-play time for some others across the 
league who have three power-play points: 

Tyler Toffoli, Montreal Canadiens 

53:52 

Kevin Hayes, Philadelphia Flyers 

58:43 

Mikael Granlund, Nashville Predators 

51:54 

Nick Cousins, Nashville Predators 

50:37 

Ryan Strome, New York Rangers 

60:39 

Torey Krug, St. Louis Blues 

63:52 

I could go on, and of course I cherry-picked some of the higher ice times 
to prove my point, but no one in the league is using their power-play time 
more efficiently right now. The only three other outliers, to me, are old 
friend Lucas Wallmark, who has two assists (one primary) in 5:07 for the 
Blackhawks, Casey Mittelstadt with a goal and a secondary assist in 7:37 
for the Sabres and Jake Bean. 

• Yes, that Jake Bean — one of two Hurricanes players to score his first 
NHL goal on this road trip. He’s got a goal and a primary assist in 9:42 of 
power-play time, and you wonder if he could catch up to Pesce with that 
extra second.  In all seriousness, things are falling into place for Bean 
after the first-round hype gave way to the Hurricanes’ defensive logjam. 
Since the Canes had the luxury of putting him on the taxi squad, he’s 
been able to show them he deserves a spot in the lineup with one goal 
and six assists in 13 games. 

I remember he told me before the season he thought he’d do even better 
in the NHL because he’s so offensive-minded and would have better 
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talent to feed off of. I’m sure Brett Pesce is exactly who he was thinking 
of. 

• Dougie Hamilton is fine. Call me when he doesn’t lead the team in 
assists. Call me when he’s not one of the top 10 defensemen in the 
league in assists. Call me when the Hurricanes are losing as a direct 
result of his goal drought. Dougie Hamilton is fine. Everything is fine. 

• It’s probably better mentally for Brind’Amour and the rest of the team to 
be relentlessly positive this season, and that includes brushing off late-
game blunders. But we the people are allowed to wonder if this trend of 
tough third periods is going to be a problem. I’d say refer to the previous 
bullet point. The Canes have almost lost an established lead for three 
straight games now, but call me when they actually lose because of it. I’ll 
take the rough third periods over the rough first periods the team failed to 
come back from earlier in the season. Progress? 

• As Brind’Amour and everyone else on the planet with a beating heart 
would say, “You root for guys like” Steven Lorentz. 

Lorentz has had a few close chances since he entered the lineup, and it 
finally paid off Tuesday with his first NHL goal being the Hurricanes’ 
game-winner. 

“It makes me so happy to know that those guys are all excited for me,” 
Lorentz said. “The team camaraderie here is so nice. Everyone is one big 
family. It’s nice to be a part of, and it’s nice to contribute.” 
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LeBrun: Hurricanes’ contract talks with Dougie Hamilton, John 
Tortorella’s Blue Jackets future 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Mar 3, 2021  

 

Dougie Hamilton finally found a home in Carolina, where he has 
flourished after some previous NHL stops. He’s become a stud blueliner 
there. The real deal. 

He’s also the No. 1 blueliner on this year’s UFA list come July 28 if for 
whatever reason he can’t come to an agreement with the Hurricanes 
before that time. 

There have been contract talks between the Hurricanes and Hamilton’s 
camp led by veteran agent J.P. Barry of CAA Sports. But after each side 
shared their positions last month, sources say negotiations have gone 
quiet. There’s a tangible gap in each position. 

This might have to wait until after the season unless one side presses the 
issue. 

It’s not been unusual with some recent high-end D in their contract years. 
John Carlson went to the 11th hour before re-signing with the 
Washington Capitals on June 25, 2018, agreeing to an eight-year, $64 
million deal after the UFA speaking window had already opened and 
other teams had access to him. 

Alex Pietrangelo had a dramatic exit out of St. Louis last offseason, 
contract talks with the Blues unable to find a happy medium and he went 
to market signing a seven-year, $61.6 million deal with Vegas on Oct. 12. 

Torey Krug replaced him in St. Louis three days earlier, signing a seven-
year, $45.5 million deal with the Blues after the Bruins never circled back 
with an offer to Krug before he hit free agency. 

So how will the Hamilton situation play out? 

I suspect Hamilton’s camp would have wanted to start their position 
closer to Pietrangelo ($8.8 million AAV) and work from that area ($8 

million-plus). I suspect the Hurricanes look at Krug’s contract in St. Louis 
and want to work from there, ($6.5 million salary ballpark). 

Can both sides find the middle ground? I’m betting on yes, but there’s no 
guarantee of that. 

There would definitely be teams waiting July 28 with open arms for a 27-
year-old right-handed star defenceman like Hamilton. 

Could the resurgent Blackhawks make the money work? Hamilton would 
look great quarterbacking that power play. 

Meanwhile, the Flyers never did replace Matt Niskanen on their right side 
after he retired last fall. 

There should be a sizeable market for a player of Hamilton’s talent even 
in the flat cap environment. But the priority for both sides is to figure it out 
in Carolina where he’s happy. 

Ducharme gets a raise 

Without any fanfare, the Montreal Canadiens gave Dominique Ducharme 
a raise after he was elevated to head coach last week, sources confirm. 

His contract still expires at the end of the season but the Habs felt it was 
important to give him a bump from his assistant coach’s salary. 

It doesn’t always happen that way, it’s sort of hit and miss when 
assistants take over midseason. 

For example, when Bruce Cassidy replaced Claude Julien and was 
named interim Bruins head coach in February 2017, my understanding is 
that Cassidy stayed on his assistant coach’s salary for the rest of that 
season. The Bruins did right by him come the offseason when they 
named him head coach and signed him to a new deal. But he coached 
the rest of the 2016-17 season on his assistant salary. 

On the flip side, Rick Bowness got a bump in pay last December when 
he took over as interim head coach in Dallas. He then signed a new deal 
as head coach this past offseason. 

It’s not always automatic but the Habs did the right thing in giving 
Ducharme a raise for the rest of this season. 

(Christopher Hanewinckel / USA Today) 

Torts gets vote of confidence 

The moment Claude Julien was fired last week in Montreal, the focus 
from pundits around the league seemed to directly circle around John 
Tortorella in Columbus. 

Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen could feel that and felt the need 
Tuesday to give Torts a vote of confidence, which he announced in a 
media availability. 

Kekalainen also communicated as much to Tortorella in a meeting 
Monday, saying he believed the veteran head coach could lead the 
struggling Blue Jackets out of the woods just as he had before. 

Kekalainen has, generally speaking, never been keen on the philosophy 
of singling out the coach as soon as the team hits adversity. Kekalainen 
fired Todd Richards as head coach in October 2015 after Columbus 
started 0-7-0 and the GM felt he had no other option. 

The tough part this season is that you’ve got a veteran, high profile coach 
entering the last season of his contract so when a team underperforms, it 
always becomes a story. See Vancouver and Travis Green. And like the 
Canucks, Kekalainen confirmed during his media availability Tuesday 
that the pandemic’s economic impact had an influence on perhaps not 
having the green light to extend Tortorella before the season. 

But I would also say this: I’m not 100 percent convinced that Tortorella 
was ready to sign an extension either. Maybe he wanted to see how the 
season went before he decided his future as well. When you’re a coach 
with his track record of success, you can also bet on yourself. 
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He’s making $2.5 million this season, and with his seniority should 
probably be in the $4 million range in his next deal. Whether that’s in 
Columbus or elsewhere. 

GMs meeting on tap? 

Normally this would be the week where I get on a plane and go down to 
Boca Raton, Fla., for the annual three-day GMs meeting post-trade 
deadline. 

I might be openly weeping as I write this. 

Obviously, there will not be a GMs meeting in Boca Raton this year as 
the pandemic continues to affect everyone’s normal way of operating. 

But that doesn’t necessarily mean there won’t be a GMs meeting. NHL 
senior executive vice president Colin Campbell is considering holding a 
virtual meeting and is in the process of discussing the merits of it with 
GMs around the league. 

These are productive meetings every year where the genesis of all the 
game’s rule changes come from. So I suspect we’ll have a GMs meeting 
after all but on Zoom instead. 

One topic I’m told that would be on the agenda is the goalie interference 
video review. The decision to overturn Montreal’s late-game goal in 
Ottawa last week has sparked a lot of conversation around the league 
among some team executives. 
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Detroit Red Wings to have 750 fans at next home game, Tuesday vs. 
Lightning 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings will have a bigger cheering section at their next 
home game. 

When they host the Tampa Bay Lightning March 9, they will take 
advantage of eased restrictions that allow 750 people in the stands at 
Little Caesars Arena. 

When they began the season Jan. 14, the limit was 250 – and that was 
mostly family or friends of team personnel. On Jan. 30, the limit was 
expanded to 500. Now there are also select concession stands open. 

ON THE ICE: Wings need to stop snowball effect from burying them 

The news comes one day after Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced that 
stadiums and arenas in Michigan with a capacity greater than 10,000 
seats can host up to 750 people, effective Friday. 

The Wings visit the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday, their last game 
before a four-day break. They lost Tuesday, 4-1, at the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, who had 1,953 fans in the stands at Nationwide Arena. 

“It’s funny what perspective is,” coach Jeff Blashill said Wednesday. “If 
we had been playing in full buildings all year, we would have thought it 
was empty. It seemed full to us. You could hear the crowd. It was great. 

“Chicago has nobody in their building, and the atmosphere is really, 
really quiet. I think Carolina has people in their building, too. It’s closer to 
what we are used to and what makes it such a great thing to be a part 
of.” 

Luke Glendening said he wished the fans had been cheering for the 
Wings, but even so, appreciated the ambience. 

“It was nice, a little bit of normalcy,” he said. “It was nice to have people 
in the building.” 
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Detroit Red Wings need to stop snowball effect from burying them 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Now it’s about how the Detroit Red Wings respond Thursday. 

They flunked at pushing back against the Columbus Blue Jackets, two 
nights after they were pushed over by the Chicago Blackhawks. The 
Wings have generally redeemed themselves after blowouts this season, 
but their performance in the second period Tuesday at Nationwide Arena 
in Columbus cost them that bit of self-esteem. In 20 minutes, a 1-1 game 
degenerated into a 4-1 loss. 

“We have to find a way within this group to stop the snowball effect when 
something goes wrong,” alternate captain Luke Glendening said. “It can’t 
turn into a whole bunch of things that go wrong.” 

It was a disappointing ending after a tightly played first period, and it was 
almost a repeat of Sunday’s meltdown, when the Blackhawks blew open 
a 2-1 game with five third-period goals. Anthony Mantha broke out of an 
eight-game slump and scored on a power play, leveling the score after 
Cam Atkinson had scored shorthanded. The Wings won a challenge 
seven minutes into the second period to overturn a goal, but instead of 
using that to build momentum, they stood around and let the Blue 
Jackets shell Jonathan Bernier with 17 shots in the period. 

“We lost too many individual battles,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “Our puck 
management was very poor. As the momentum shifted away from us, we 
allowed it to shift away from us. We didn’t have any pushback shifts at 
all. That happens when you turn pucks over, too, because then you just 
keep on defending. In the second, we were defending the whole time. 
And we were chasing them back up the ice, and that is no way to play 
hockey. 

“I’m disappointed we didn’t have a better response. We have to be way 
better with the puck.” 

When the Wings lost 7-2 to Florida on Feb. 19, they won the next night. 
They haven’t won after every rout, but they’ve at least played better and 
kept the score close. That fire wasn’t there against the Blue Jackets. 

“We came out in the first, we played fine,” Blashill said “But once the 
goals started go the wrong way, we melted too much. We have to make 
sure we dig in better. 

“We have to respond when we get scored on with good, solid hockey.” 

Goalie Jonathan Bernier was chased after two periods; he didn’t have a 
great night, but he has been stellar most of the season. Thomas Greiss 
cleaned up in the third period with nine saves on nine shots, and he 
could use that bit of a boost after a rough February. Mantha played well, 
which was a positive after such a quiet stretch, and seeing the puck go in 
the net should reinforce that good things happen when he’s engaged. 

“He keeps playing with that level of battle,” Blashill said, “They’ll keep 
going in for him.” 

The Wings won’t have Dylan Larkin or Tyler Bertuzzi back by Thursday, 
though, and the absence of two-thirds of their top line has been felt. But 
the Wings need to get back to the identity they had begun to forge and at 
least make it hard on opponents. 
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Red Wings' Evgeny Svechnikov looking forward to finally facing brother, 
Andrei, on ice 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

They’re hoping this will be the time, Thursday in Carolina. 

Evgeny Svechnikov, and his brother Andrei, who plays for the 
Hurricanes, appear set to play against each other for the first time in the 
NHL. 

They came close last season, but Evgeny was sent down to Grand 
Rapids the day before. Then, in the season opener in January, Evgeny 
was injured and again headed to the Griffins. 

“I was hoping both of those times,” Evgeny Svechnikov said after 
Wednesday’s practice of facing his brother. “It was disappointing for sure. 
But you can’t control it, and it’s in the past. But it’s very exciting right now 
and it’ll happen one day. 

“Tomorrow (Thursday), hopefully.” 

Evgeny, 24, was a 2015 first-round pick of the Wings, 19th overall, who 
has had injuries stall his path to the NHL. 

Andrei, 20, was a 2018 first-round pick of Carolina, second overall, who 
had pressure and expectations thrust upon him quickly and has matched 
or exceeded them. 

“He’s done an amazing job, not pretty good,” said Evgeny, who trained 
with Andrei in North Carolina during most of the pandemic, and as the 
two often have done every summer. “He’s so mature and so calm, you 
can learn those things from him. It’s awesome to see him as a young kid, 
18, 19, or 20, doing those things and it’s hard, and he’s done it and 
continued doing it. 

“It’s pretty impressive.” 

The two brothers have never played against each other in an organized 
game. 

But they’ve been thinking, dreaming, and talking about the possibility 
since the family moved to North America in 2014, with Evgeny playing in 
Cape Breton in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. 

“When we got here, to North America, we started realizing it could be 
reality,” said Evgeny, who talks to his brother after every game, and 
basically every day. “I came here because I was getting (potentially 
getting) drafted by the NHL and obviously my brother was following in my 
footsteps. 

“We started realizing one day it was going to come.” 

The two, growing up in Russia, barely had the NHL on their radar. 

“Growing up you here about the NHL but you couldn’t really watch it,” 
Evgeny said. “It was in the back of our heads, we were playing on the 
national teams and growing up as hockey players, but it’s not reality until 
you move to North America. 

“We didn’t have any channels, as a family, didn’t have NHL (on the 
television). We had 10 or 15 channels and we had to fix the antenna to 
watch the channels. There was barely any sports, and especially the 
NHL. We never saw any of it.” 

The Svechnikovs' parents are back in Russia, and Evgeny talked with his 
father earlier in the week. 

“They’re pretty excited, it’s going to be a special day,” Evgeny said. “I told 
my dad, ‘Can you imagine, it’s been almost 20 years since we have been 
counting to this day’. 

“I’m just very proud of my parents, and how much they put it in for us to 
be in this position, to be trained. I’m very happy for them and how much 
they’re going to be happy.  

"They're in Russia (currently) and they watch every game. They'll watch 
this one for sure." 

Evgeny Svechnikov was skating on a line with Luke Glendening and 
Darren Helm during Wednesday’s practice. 

After scoring two goals in his first three games with the Wings this 
season, you’d figure Svechnikov would be a lock to be in Thursday’s 
lineup. 

But coach Jeff Blashill was coy about his plans. 

“I’m human, but I also have a job to do and my job is to put out the 20 
guys who give us the best chance to win,” Blashill said. “Evgeny is an 
awesome person, one of the very best I’ve been around. He’s a great 
person, and I’m certainly aware of how much that would mean to him 
(playing against his brother). 

“But I have to put the 20 best out there.” 

Still, Svechnikov has made a positive impact in his small sample size 
with the Wings in the last week. 

“He never lacks work, the work is always there,” Blashill said. “He’s been 
fine, so far. And he cares a bunch.” 

Svechnikov, since arriving from Grand Rapids, is simply thankful for the 
opportunity. 

"I feel fine, very good and comfortable," Svechnikov said. "I have 
momentum and know what I'm doing. I just have to get better and better 
at the little things, and continue producing." 

Filppula waived 

Veteran forward Valtteri Filppula was waived by the Wings Wednesday, 
joining veteran teammates Frans Nielsen and Danny DeKeyser who also 
were waived in recent weeks. 

But Nielsen and DeKeyser weren't claimed, and Filppula should clear 
through, also before noon Thursday, re-joining the Wings and giving the 
team roster flexibility. 

At that point, the Wings can assign Filppula to the taxi squad, if needed, 
something they've done with the other veterans in an attempt to massage 
the roster. 

Filppula, 37 on March 20, is in the final year of a two-year, $6 million 
contract ($3 million salary cap hit per year).  Filppula has five points (two 
goals, three assists) in 20 games this season. 
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Valtteri Filppula latest veteran Red Wing waived for roster flexibility 
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Valtteri Filppula on Wednesday was the latest veteran the Detroit Red 
Wings waived to gain roster flexibility. 

Filppula likely will clear at noon Thursday, at which point the club can 
assign him to the taxi squad if it opts to do so. 

The Red Wings earlier this season waived defensemen Danny DeKeyser 
and Alex Biega and forward Frans Nielsen. All cleared and spent time on 
the taxi squad. Teams are required to have a minimum of four players 
and maximum six on the taxi squad. Having veterans on the taxi squad 
enables younger, waiver-exempt players to play and continue their 
development with the Grand Rapids Griffins instead of sitting and 
watching games in the NHL. 

Filppula, who turns 37 on March 20, has appeared in 20 games (two 
goals, three assists, minus-4). He was a healthy scratch Tuesday in 
Columbus for the fifth time this season. 

He is in the final year of his contract at a $3 million cap figure. 
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Red Wings need Anthony Mantha to repeat this level of compete more 
often 

 

Updated Mar 03, 2021; Posted Mar 03, 2021 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Jeff Blashill said something Tuesday that he has not had an opportunity 
to express after many of his team’s 25 games this season. 

“I was real happy with Anthony’s game tonight,” Blashill said. 

By his coach’s estimation, Mantha was one of the few bright spots for the 
Detroit Red Wings in a 4-1 loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets at 
Nationwide Arena. 

The team’s performance was forgettable, specifically a second period in 
which Columbus scored three unanswered goals to pull away. 

But Mantha needs to play this way consistently – engaged, moving his 
feet, back-checking, not floating. He scored the Red Wings’ lone goal, on 
the power play at 15:46 of the first period, tying the game 1-1. 

“He was to me the one guy who stood out for our team that competed 
really hard, won battles, played the right way,” Blashill said. “Wasn’t 
perfect, nobody was perfect, but I thought he did a really, really good job. 

“The fact he got on the scoresheet is a positive for sure. It reinforces 
playing the right way. I thought overall he played the way he has to play 
to be successful. If he keeps playing with that level of battle, they’ll keep 
going in for him.” 

It speaks to how miserable the Red Wings’ offense has been this season 
that Mantha, despite his struggles, is tied for the team lead in goals (six). 
It ended his eight-game points drought. 

Still, he is averaging only fewer points per game (0.42) than in any of the 
previous four seasons. 

“I think he’s trying to play the right way,” Blashill said. “Sometimes the 
points don’t happen, and we obviously haven’t had the same level of 
production. He’s dealt with a lot of different linemates. We haven’t been 
able to create tons of chemistry that way. In the end, I would point out the 
effort and compete level tonight was excellent.” 

Snowball effect – again 

Goals by Riley Nash and Jack Roslovic (power play) 1:50 apart in the 
second period put Columbus ahead 3-1. The Red Wings didn’t respond 
like they needed. Boone Jenner scored at 17:37 to put the Blue Jackets 
in complete control. 

It was almost as bad as the third period in Sunday’s 7-2 loss at Chicago, 
when the Blackhawks outscored them 5-1. 

“We got to find a way within this group to stop the snowball effect when 
something goes wrong,” Luke Glendening said. “It can’t turn into a whole 
bunch of things that go wrong. 

“We’ve got to get back to the basics, simplify our game a little bit. We had 
some costly turnovers, lost some battles. Those are things we can 
correct, which is a positive thing we can take out of this.” 

Blashill was disappointed his team didn’t have a better response. 

“We need to have pushback shifts in those situations and we didn’t,” 
Blashill said. “It felt like when we should have put the puck in, we tried to 
make a play and when we should have made a play, we kind of just 
threw the puck away. We’ve got to be way better with the puck.” 

Notable 

Patrik Nemeth returned to the lineup after sitting out Sunday’s game with 
what Blashill said was a false positive COVID-19 test. 

NHL face-off percentage leader Luke Glendening won 20-of-25 draws to 
improve his season winning percentage to 68.4 percent. 

Dylan Larkin (upper-body injury) will miss his fourth game in a row 
Thursday in Carolina. Blashill said he might return the following game, 
Tuesday at home against Tampa Bay. 

Evgeny Svechnikov has played three games in a row. If he remains in 
the lineup Thursday in Carolina, he will play against younger brother 
Andrei for the first time in the NHL. 
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Lousy second period leads to Red Wings’ downfall in Columbus 

 

Updated Mar 02, 10:09 PM; Posted Mar 02, 9:35 PM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

One bad period, for the second game in a row, led to the Detroit Red 
Wings’ downfall. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets scored three unanswered goals in the 
second period Tuesday and defeated the Red Wings 4-1 at Nationwide 
Arena. 

The Red Wings (7-15-3) allowed five goals in the third period Sunday in a 
7-2 loss at Chicago. 

Columbus (9-10-5) snapped a five-game losing streak (0-4-1). Joonas 
Korpisalo made 19 saves to improve to 6-0 lifetime against the Red 
Wings. 

Anthony Mantha scored Detroit’s lone goal, on the power play, at 15:46 
of the second period to tie it at 1-1. He took a pass from Christian Djoos 
and snapped a wrist shot from the slot area past Korpisalo. 

It was Mantha’s first point in nine games and tied him with Bobby Ryan 
for the team lead with six goals. 
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The Red Wings have scored a power-play goal in three consecutive 
games following a 0 for 40 stretch that dated back to Jan. 28. 

But the Blue Jackets dominated the second period, outshooting the Red 
Wings 17-4. 

Riley Nash snapped the tie at 7:26 by snapping in a shot from the face-
off circle during a quick counter-attack after Ryan had his pass picked off 
in the neutral zone. 

Jack Roslovic scored on the power play at 9:16 with a net-front deflection 
from a shot by Zach Werenski. 

Werenski then set up Boone Jenner’s goal at 17:37, as Bernier was 
beaten again by a wrist shot from the right face-off circle. 

Bernier (6-4-0) allowed four goals on 27 shots through two periods before 
being replaced by Thomas Greiss at the start of the third. 

Cam Atkinson opened the scoring with a shorthanded goal at 7:44 of the 
first period. He corralled a big rebound from a Ryan shot and broke free 
on a two-on-one before firing a slap shot past Bernier. 

The Red Wings played without captain Dylan Larkin (upper-body injury) 
for the third game in a row. He will also miss Thursday’s game in 
Carolina, the end of a four-game road trip. 
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Red Wings to debut Reverse Retro alternate jerseys tonight 

 

Updated Mar 02, 2:31 PM; Posted Mar 02, 2:31 PM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings will have a different look tonight against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at Nationwide Arena (7 p.m., Fox Sports Detroit), 
when they debut their 2020-21 adidas Reverse Retro alternate jerseys. 

As shown above, it is a white jersey with no alteration of the classic Red 
Wings logo and gray trim on the sleeves and along the base. The team 
also will wear the jerseys for Thursday’s game in Carolina. 

This is the first time in NHL history that all 31 teams are participating in 
an alternate jersey program. Many have already worn theirs in games. 

Adidas worked closely with the NHL and each team to design a Reverse 
Retro jersey “representing unique and historical moments in each club’s 
history, while refreshing the color and design combination for an all-new 
presentation,” according to a release. 

 

Michigan Live LOADED: 03.04.2021 

1184378 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Q&A with Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov and Red Wings’ Evgeny 
Svechnikov, brothers awaiting first NHL matchup 

 

By Max Bultman and Sara Civian  

Mar 3, 2021   

 

When the Red Wings and Hurricanes take the ice in Raleigh on 
Thursday, the biggest story of the night might be established before puck 
drop. 

Right now, it looks like Evgeny and Andrei Svechnikov may finally get to 
play against each other in the NHL. 

If Thursday is, indeed, The Night, it’s been a long time coming: Before 
Andrei’s rookie season in 2018-19, Evgeny suffered a knee injury in the 
Red Wings’ preseason finale, requiring ACL surgery that cost him the 
season. Last year, he spent most of the campaign in the AHL getting 
back into form — and when he was up with Detroit, he was sent down 
just days before a trip to Carolina. Even earlier this season, Evgeny didn’t 
make the Red Wings’ opening-night roster for a two-game series against 
the Hurricanes. 

Now, though, the Svechnikov Bowl is within reach. Andrei has 17 points 
in 22 games and has become a premier winger in the NHL. Evgeny has 
three in three as a midseason call-up looking to establish himself. 

“Every night before I go to sleep I start thinking about (playing against my 
brother),” Andrei said Jan. 5. “It’s always been our little dream. Maybe 
the first time I will try to hit him or something.” 

Early in the 2019-20 season, mere days before the brothers seemed 
destined to square off for the first time, Evgeny answered a set of 11 
questions about his brother for The Athletic. This week, Andrei answered 
the same 11 about Evgeny. 

Their responses are a window into their two personalities, their childhood 
and why the chance to face each other in the NHL would mean so much 
to them both. 

(Note: These responses have been edited for clarity and length) 

1. What were you always better than your brother at growing up? 

Evgeny: Everything (laughs). It’s a tough question. I never really 
compared that, or I never really asked myself what I’m better at. But 
obviously I’m older. I am more mature. … I think I am probably working 
harder, a little bit, out there, as much as I hate to compare us, because I 
love him so much. But maybe compete. But god, he’s a crazy competitor, 
too. But I’m going to win more battles, definitely, if we’ll go 50-50. I’ll tell 
you that for sure. I think I have a better one-timer, better, maybe, shot. 
But he also has a weapon. But I can tell you that he’s a way better skater 
than I am. He’s just an unbelievable skater. He’s explosive, and head up 
every time. I’m more like bent, myself, but he’s an unbelievable skater. 
It’s tough to compare, and I hate to do that. 

Andrei: Phew … I remember growing up when someone would ask us 
something like that, our parents always said to say that we are the same. 
And now I would still say we are the same. It’s so hard to say what one is 
better at than the other. 

2. What’s his best hockey skill? 

Evgeny: I would say that his separating with other players is probably 
skating, but I think also hockey IQ, he’s really smart and he knows how to 
play in give-and-go and little areas, and cycle the puck, and skill game, 
but also he has a weapon as a shot and his speed … he takes pucks to 
the net with his ability to skate, and just … cut to the net. It’s unreal. But 
also huge competitor, wants to win every single day, wants to be better 
every day. Crazy, crazy work (ethic). I can go on, but skating can 
separate him with other players. 

Andrei: I think he’s got a really good shot, and he can control the puck all 
game. He can play physical. I feel like we’re kind of similar players, 
actually. 

3. What’s his best quality as a person? 

Evgeny: Humble. Humble, shyness, respectful. There’s not just one 
word. But one thing (that) comes in my head, humble and respect(ful), of 
anything: parents, people around, polite. Just a good kid, man. He’s just 
a good kid. 
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Andrei: I feel like he’s just a kind person — he’s always going to care 
about you, he’s always going to ask you if something’s wrong. He’s a 
culture guy. But obviously he gets a little emotional sometimes (laughter) 
… He’s gotta work on that a little bit, probably. 

4. When have you been the proudest of him? 

Evgeny: Just one thing? … That he doesn’t let himself get down, and 
anything happens, nothing stops him. But I think he learned that from me 
(laughs). And yeah, he doesn’t give up and he keeps going. Nothing 
bothers him, and he’s like a tractor, just keeps going, and I’m telling you, 
he learned that from me. 

Andrei: Every day, to be honest. Every day I am proud of him, to be 
completely honest. He’s been through a lot, there have been a lot of hard 
things. He was injured, now he’s here in the show. It’s going to be fun to 
play against him. I’m proud of him every day. 

Andrei Svechnikov handles the puck for the Hurricanes. (Kim Klement / 
USA Today) 

5. What’s something he got away with as a kid? 

Evgeny: Everything. I was the guy getting all the shit from parents. He 
would get away (with) anything because I was the oldest and I was 
supposed to do (everything): clean, dishes, clean the apartment. He was 
great at cleaning (the) apartment, folding. When my mom and dad would 
be at work, he would be great at folding clothes and folding everybody’s 
clothes, but I had to clean floors, I had to do dishes, I had to do this, that, 
then I had to cook sometimes, too. Like pancakes or something, crepes. 
But he would get away (from) getting shit. Like I was always the guy that 
(parents) would snap at. But the thing is I would snap at him. … He was 
getting away (with) everything. 

Andrei, after being told what Evgeny said: Ehhh. Yeah, maybe that’s true. 

6. You both wear No. 37. What’s the story behind that? 

Evgeny: It’s an interesting story. I was, growing up, number 10. … I 
asked my dad which number should I take and he told me, “Take number 
10, it’s Pavel Bure, he’s a superstar in the NHL.” I said sure. I liked him. 
… If you know Alexei Cherepanov, he was 19 years old, he passed away 
at a game in (the) KHL. It was (2008). … He was drafted (in the) first 
round (to the) New York Rangers. He was the biggest young star, like 
growing up in Russia, and he passed away at a game. He was playing 
with Jaromir Jagr. So (Cherepanov) was No. 7. His first coach was my 
first coach, so he was practicing with us, and I was looking up (to him) … 
Once I moved up, I moved up to juniors and I got No. 37. They just gave 
it to me, it just kind of happened. … And then I thought, I think it’s fate. 
Because No. 7, Alexei Cherepanov. No. 3 — we say No. 3, God loves 
No. 3. We believe that God’s favorite number is No. 3, and then Alexei 
Cherepanov (was No. 7). … And that number stuck with me, and then 
three plus seven is 10, so I was growing up No. 10. … And then ever 
since I came to juniors, Cape Breton, they gave me 37 and I played with 
37. And when we moved out here, they asked me what number I want to 
be and I said 37. And then my brother obviously took 37 in the NHL. 

Andrei: There’s no big story, really. When I was 10 years old I wore it, 
then switched to 14, then I played all junior with the 14, then when he got 
drafted by Detroit he got the 37 number, then when I got drafted I said 
“Yeah, he got 37. I want 37.” 

7. What’s the hardest part about living away from your brother? 

Evgeny: That I don’t see him. I don’t see him, I don’t see my mom … 
mom and dad, especially my dad, he’s far away. … But luckily in this 
world we’ve got service and FaceTime and any connection that we can 
have right now, and that’s what keeps us close. 

Andrei: Just not seeing each other. When we see each other, we’re 
happier right away. 

8. What’s something he’s good at that he wouldn’t tell people he’s good 
at? 

Evgeny: What he’s good at that he wouldn’t tell you? The way he looks. 
He’s a pretty (good) looking guy, I’ll tell you what. He obviously wouldn’t 
tell that to people, but he is definitely a good-looking guy. 

Andrei: He’s good at hockey. But (he doesn’t have to say that) he’s going 
to show it. In a couple of months, or in a year, he’s going to show that. 
I’m sure of it. 

9. Who’s a better dresser? 

Evgeny: (Laughs) I think I am a better dresser. But he’s got his own style. 
But you know what, he’s always been a follower of me, and it’s true, but I 
don’t think (there’s anything) wrong with that. Since he was a kid, he was 
always following me. And I think he still is, and some clothes that he 
likes, kind of similar to what I do, but I have better taste. 

Andrei: I think he is, to be honest, he’s got good style. Sometimes he 
helps me with the clothes — I know he’s gonna say that. But I’m trying 
my best, you know? 

10. Who would win in a fight? 

Evgeny: Of course me. But you know what, it’s hilarious. It’s crazy. We 
used to fight every single day. I’m not lying, man. We used to fight, my 
mom and dad would come in and (break) us up, like “stop, stop,” yelling. 
Every day. And I was obviously taking over him, like every day. … And 
then once he got like 14, 15, he got a little bit older, then I started feeling 
that it’s coming. Like he’s getting stronger. And then like 16, 17, he 
started working out more and more. Like that’s when it started getting 
equal, and obviously it was more serious, more strength, because we 
were both now massive. … But I’m going to still take him down for sure. 
More technique-wise, strength-wise. He is a strong kid, too, but yeah, 
experienced guy always wins. 

Andrei: I know he thinks he would win, but I’m not so sure about that. 
Hopefully, we’re never going to fight, but you never know what we’ll do. 

11. Anything else you want to add about him? 

Evgeny: That I love him so much. He’s a great brother. 

Andrei: I don’t know, really — did he say anything interesting? 

The Athletic: He said he loves you so much and that you’re a great 
brother. 

Andrei: I love him so much, too. He is my hero. 
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Panthers Had a Weird February: Beat the Lightning…Lose to the Red 
Wings 

 

March 3, 2021  

by Joey Ganzi 

 

The Florida Panthers had a crazy month of February, highlighted by late 
comebacks and knocking off Cup contender teams. As a result of their 
recent success, they entered the month of March tied for first in the 
Discover Central Divison with the Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

The Cardiac Cats Strike Again 

It seems the Panthers really like to make their fans have heart attacks 
with the number of close games they’ve been in. Their late heroics have 
stolen the show this past month, as they’ve mounted a league-leading 10 
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comebacks to win games this season. This included comeback wins 
against the Carolina Hurricanes, Dallas Stars, and Detroit Detroit Red 
Wings this past month. While you never want to go down at any portion 
of a game, a win is a win in the grand scheme of it all. Furthermore, good 
teams will always find ways to get two points on any given night, 
regardless of how tough or weak their opponent is. 

The Panthers Upset the Lightning 

Florida played their first few games against the Lightning this month and 
managed to steal four out of a possible six points. This completely 
shocked the NHL, and these were not that close. On Feb. 11, they beat 
the Lightning in convincing fashion by a score of 5-2, as Tampa 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy allowed four goals on 28 shots and 
finished his night with a .857 save percentage. On Feb. 15, the Cats 
would do it again, as they beat the Bolts by a score of 6-4. That was their 
first win in Tampa since the 2015-16 season. 

They can play up to their competition, and the rest of the league should 
not look down upon Florida. 

High Flying Offense Continues to Make its Mark 

While the offense struggled near the end of the month, it managed to pull 
off great feats and bring the team together in games that seemed out of 
reach. This was led by leaders such as forward Jonathan Huberdeau, 
who currently leads the team in points. He came to play in the month of 
February, as he tallied 17 points (seven goals, 10 assists), bringing him 
to a season total of 24 points (eight goals, 16 assists). 

Furthermore, one of Huberdeau’s linemates, Patric Hornqvist, also made 
a big impact last month. He had 11 points (four goals, five assists) 
through the month of February and now currently leads the team in goals 
and power play goals. Hornqvist’s style of play continues to bring a sense 
of intensity and drive to the lineup, and it’s resulted in massive success. 

In addition, the captain, Aleksander Barkov, also showed his ability and 
skill on full display. In February alone, he registered 14 points (six goals, 
eight assists), giving him 22 points on the year (eight goals, 14 assists). 
In addition, he became second in franchise history in points, passing 
former captain Olli Jokinen. He now currently has 429 points in his NHL 
career through 500 games played. Barkov has done tremendous things 
for this Panthers team this season, and he looks to continue doing much 
more. 

Lastly, forward Frank Vatrano decided to get in on the fun and set up a 
goal streak that would go into March. In his last two games for the 
Panthers in February, he was responsible for either the game-winning or 
game-tying goals in those games. He even scored a game-tying goal in 
the first game on the first day in March against Carolina. In addition, he 
had a total of four goals and two assists on the month, bringing his point 
total to nine on the season (seven goals, two assists). 

If the Panthers want to keep their good performances up, their offense 
needs to keep producing at a high level. 

Ekblad Adds Fuel to the Offensive Fire 

Defenseman Aaron Ekbald decided to put his own ingredients into the 
offense during the month of February. He had four goals and two assists, 
bringing his season total to 11 points (six goals, five assists). 

While his plus/minus rating is currently at even, he can still produce as a 
top-pairing defenseman and should have no problem playing like one in 
the month of March. 

Driedger Continues His Elite Goaltending Performance 

Goaltender Chris Driedger picked up right where he left off in January. In 
the seven games he started in February, he picked up five wins. In three 
of those five wins, he had a save percentage (SV%) higher than .920, 
bringing his SV% to .926 on the season. In addition, his goals against 
average (GAA) is now a 2.25, ranking for 15th in the NHL. 

Chris Driedger Florida Panthers 

After bouncing around the AHL and Ottawa for nearly a decade, Driedger 
has earned himself a starting position in the NHL. Whether it be in Florida 
or somewhere else, his ability is something that teams are going to love 
to see from him. 

Bobrovsky Picks Up His Play 

While goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky struggled mightily in January, he 
managed to play more to his potential in February. He raised his stats up 
to a .899 SV% and a 3.02 GAA. Those are still rough, but they’re 
trending in the right direction. In addition, he had a SV% of about .920 in 
all three games he won last month. 

He can still pile up wins, and his play will presumably pick up near playoff 
time, as they’re going to need it to secure a spot at the dance. 

The Duke Is Snake Bitten 

Anthony Duclair is still an extremely talented forward in today’s NHL. 
During February, he finally scored his first goal as a Florida Panther. 
However, he was extremely unsuccessful to the point he was demoted 
from the top line to the third line. Through the last month, the “Duke” only 
had four points (two goals, two assists) and is now expected to miss at 
least a week entering this month after suffering an injury on Feb. 27. 
Throughout his career, he’s always had his downs. But they do not 
normally last long, and his ability will more than likely allow him to 
rebound when he returns to the ice. 

Connolly Put on Waivers 

After playing in 85 regular-season games and four playoff games with the 
Panthers, forward Brett Connolly was placed on waivers and sent to the 
taxi squad. He’s been struggling hard this season, as he’s been 
scratched multiple times and has only registered three points through 16 
games. He has two years left on a $3.5 million a year deal that he signed 
last offseason. 

Florida Struggles Against Detroit 

Despite being the second-worst team in the league, the Detroit Red 
Wings somehow managed to play up to their competition and beat the 
Panthers not once but twice in regulation this month. On Feb. 7, Florida 
was handed their first regulation loss of the season by the Wings at a 
score of 4-1. Nearly two weeks later, they would lose another regulation 
game to the Wings by a score of 2-1. 

While these are games you can quickly look past, you cannot lose to 
underperforming teams as a potential playoff contender. Missing out on 
these points could come back to bite them near the end of the season. 

It’s Time for Some March Madness 

The third month of the NHL season has already started for Florida, but it 
was in the form of a heartbreaking overtime loss to Carolina by a score of 
3-2. Although, they entered this month on a three-game point streak, 
collecting a total of four out of a possible six points. Last season, March 
was very kind to Florida, as they collected points in three of the four 
games they played. However, they pulled the plug on the regular season 
due to the outbreak of COVID-19. If Florida can replicate the same 
success, playoffs will absolutely be in their future. 
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2010 Florida Panthers Draft: Where Are They Now? 

 

March 3, 2021  

by Panagiotis Mavridis 
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The Florida Panthers’ 2010 NHL Draft was set to be a gamechanger for 
the franchise. They had 13 picks, with three in the first round and six in 
the top-60. Here’s a look at how these picks turn out. 

First Round Was a Rough Go 

The Panthers’ first pick was a dud, choosing hard-nosed defenseman 
Erik Gudbranson third overall, after Taylor Hall and Tyler Seguin. He 
never really dominated statistically in junior. His best season before 
being drafted was two goals and 23 points in 41 games played, but he 
was considered a valuable piece due to his big frame and gritty game 
style. 

Unfortunately, this pick proved to be terrible for Florida, as Gudbranson 
had just 43 points and a -9.8 goals above replacement (GAR) in 309 
games with the organization. His physical play never really made up for 
his terrible offensive and defensive instincts. 

Erik Gudbranson, former Florida Panther (Amy Irvin / The Hockey 
Writers) 

Gudbranson is now with the Ottawa Senators after stints with the 
Vancouver Canucks, Pittsburgh Penguins and Anaheim Ducks. He is still 
struggling to find his game, with three points and a -2.9 GAR through 24 
games this season. 

The Panthers’ next first-round choice was not as bad and would have 
likely panned out if not for injuries. That pick is Nick Bjugstad at 19th 
overall. 

Bjugstad was coming off of a 29-goal, 60-point season through 25 games 
with Blaine High School before going to the NCAA and tearing up the 
competition there as well. He was all but confirmed to become the next 
second-line centreman for Florida, but it did not turn out that way. 

He had 191 points through 394 games in Florida, with his best season 
coming in 2017-18 when he had 49 points in a full season. Unfortunately, 
however, injuries and his inability to play physically led to him being 
traded to Pittsburgh along with Jared McCann for Derick Brassard, Riley 
Sheahan & draft stock. He has since been flipped to the Minnesota Wild 
for a seventh-round pick, and is still playing there to this day. 

The final first round pick by the Panthers was Quinton Howden, who was 
chosen at 25th overall. He was coming off of a point-per-game season, 
with 65 points in 65 games played with the Moose Jaw Warriors in the 
Western Hockey League. 

Quinton Howden with his short stint in Winnipeg (Amy Irvin / The Hockey 
Writers) 

However, Howden never translated this success to the NHL, as he had 
just 17 points and a measly 0.01 wins above replacement (WAR) in 92 
games with Florida before joining the Winnipeg Jets in free agency and 
playing just five games there. His career was the definition of average, 
and he now plays with the Malmo Redhawks of the Swedish Hockey 
League and has spent the last four seasons playing overseas. 

Panthers Second Round Was Even Worse 

If you thought the first round was rough, here’s a look at the second 
round, when the team chose John McFarland (33rd overall), Alexander 
Petrovic (36th overall), and Connor Brickley (50th overall). This trio really 
disappointed, playing a total of 280 games with the Panthers, which 
sounds somewhat decent until you realize that 254 of those were from 
Petrovic, while the other two players combined for 26 games. 

Petrovic was an odd player due to his inconsistency. Some seasons he 
was a great defensive defenseman, but in other years he was abysmal 
all over the ice. He finished his tenure with the team with 49 points and a 
-2.00 GAR before being traded to the Edmonton Oilers for Chris 
Thorburn and a third-round pick. He later signed short-term deals with 
the Boston Bruins and Calgary Flames, and he is now playing for the 
Stockton Heat of the American Hockey League. 

Alex Petrovic with the Panthers then-AHL affiliate, the San Antonio 
Rampage. (Ross Bonander/THW) 

McFarland, 28, has since retired from professional hockey after stints in 
the LIIGA, Swiss League, AHL and ECHL. Brickley, 29, is still playing, 
with 14 games with the New York Rangers last season and now with 
Salzburg EC in Austria. 

3 Misses on 4 Picks in the Third & Fourth Rounds 

The Panthers had four picks in the third and fourth rounds, most of whom 
did not become huge. 

Joe Basaraba, drafted 69th overall, never played more than 22 AHL 
games, and spent most of his career in the ECHL before going to 
England in the EIHL. He last played in 2019-20, splitting his season 
between the ECHL and the Slovakian League. 

Sam Brittain was chosen by Florida 92nd overall and was a pretty solid 
goaltending prospect. Coming off of a disappointing year in the AJHL, 
which dropped his stock, he went on to dominate in the NCAA. However, 
he never put up the same numbers as a professional, bouncing between 
the AHL and ECHL until he retired in 2017-18. 

Right after Brittain, the Panthers chose Ben Gallacher 93rd overall. Not 
much to say about him, as he retired after four disappointing college 
seasons in 2015-16. 

Joonas Donskoi, Colorado Avalanche (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

Here’s the one “gem”. The Panthers chose Joonas Donskoi 99th overall. 
The reason for the quotations is that Donskoi never played a game in 
Florida. Management never signed him, and he went to the San Jose 
Sharks. He now plays with Colorado Avalanche. Losing him has proven 
to be a terrible move, as he has put up 167 points and an amazing 38.4 
GAR through 367 games in his career. He could’ve been a great top-nine 
forward for the Panthers. 

Interesting Final 3 Picks 

Another heartbreaking pick for Florida came at 123rd overall, when they 
chose Zach Hyman. 

Hyman also never signed in Florida and was traded in 2015 to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs for Greg McKegg. Fast forward six years, and he 
has solidified himself as a top net-front presence in the league, earning 
top-six minutes with Auston Matthews and John Tavares in Toronto, 
where he has 165 points and a 14.4 GAR through 323 games. 

Toronto Maple Leafs left wing Zach Hyman (THE CANADIAN 
PRESS/Frank Gunn) 

Corey Durocher was the Panthers’ next pick at 153rd overall. The Ottawa 
native never made it out of the ECHL after his NCAA years and played 
his final season with the Allen Americans in 2019-20. 

R.J. Boyd was Florida’s final pick at 183rd overall. The defender was 
probably the worst of the 13 drafted and retired after the 2014-15 season, 
just one game into his ECHL career. 

A Draft to Forget 

Only three draftees from the 2010 Draft class played over 100 games in 
Florida, and Bjugstad is the only one who made a positive impact. I think 
it’s safe to say that the Panthers and then-general manager Dale Tallon 
want to forget this draft ever happened. 
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'Emotional' Nashville Predators defenseman Mattias Ekholm upset about 
hit on Juuse Saros 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 4, 2021 

 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Mattias Ekholm was trying to use his head. 

The Nashville Predators defenseman also knew he had to defend his 
goalie Tuesday. 

So before Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter headed to the 
penalty box for interference after going head-to-head — helmet-to-
helmet, technically — with Predators goalie Juuse Saros behind the net 
during the first period, Ekholm headed right for him. 

"I'm a player that thrives with emotion," Ekholm said after the 4-2 loss at 
Bridgestone Arena. "Did that hit bring emotion to me? Yes. I don't like 
seeing our goaltender get hit in the head." 

The Predators got a power play out of it. Niederreiter was fined $5,000, 
the maximum allowed by the league. Saros, who did not practice 
Wednesday and was listed as "day-to-day" with an upper-body injury, 
played the rest of the first period but didn't return on the same day Ryan 
Ellis and Luke Kunin were put on injured reserve. 

Ekholm had three goals in three games since returning from an injury of 
his own that cost him six games, corralled his combative attitude and 
embraced his emotion the rest of the way, regularly partaking in shoving 
and shouting matches with the opposition. 

"There's always a fine line for myself," Ekholm said. "Don't cross that 
(line) taking penalties that can be stupid. (Tuesday) night I was right 
along that line, maybe on the good side. 

"I love the emotion of the game. I love being in where the heat is, and 
battle. (Tuesday) I felt like maybe a little too much sometimes but for the 
most part I handled it pretty good." 

Question is, will Ekholm and his emotion and his mostly level head be 
headed out of town soon?  

With his team lingering toward the bottom of the standings and time 
running out before the April 12 trade deadline, Ekholm and his $3.75 
million salary cap hit this season and next remain attractive to playoff-
ready suitors should the Predators become sellers. 

For the time being, though, coach John Hynes and the rest of the team 
plan to keep appreciating what Ekholm brings to the lineup. 

Hynes said he didn't have much to say about the hit to Saros, save for 
"what we all saw was what happened." 

He had plenty to say about Ekholm's reaction, which came as no surprise 
to him. 

"He did a good job, even right after the hit," Hynes said. "He stuck up for 
(Saros). He took it to the extent you want -- you jump in for a teammate 
but also had good discretion. ... That's the kind of guy he is and it's good 
to see. That's why he's one of the leaders of our team." 
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Nashville Predators and the NHL Central Division: Winners and losers 
from Week 7 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The good news for the Nashville Predators is they've been winning of 
late. 

The bad news for the Nashville Predators: They'll be without one of their 
top players for a while. 

Oh, and the Chicago Blackhawks' Patrick Kane hit a round number, 
Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy put up some round 
numbers and the Predators' Filip Forsberg just plain ol' put up some 
numbers. 

Check out the winners and losers from the Central Division in Week 7 of 
the season: 

Winners 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

The 26-year-old Tampa Bay Lightning goalie has won a Stanley Cup. 
He's won a Vezina Trophy. He's also was named the NHL's first star of 
the week after posting back-to-back shutouts. 

Vasilevskiy stopped 45 shots while blanking the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Dallas Stars. He was 12-3-1 through Sunday with a 1.75 goals-against 
average and a .938 save percentage. 

He stopped 79 of the 81 shots he saw last week and was 3-0. 

His play has helped the Lightning stay atop or near the top of the Central 
Division. 

Patrick Kane 

If round numbers are your thing, Patrick Kane is your man. The Chicago 
Blackhawks forward scored his 400th regular-season goal Sunday, 
becoming just the ninth U.S.-born player to do so and just the fourth 
player to score that many wearing a Blackhawks uniform. Bobby Hull, 
Stan Mikita and Steve Larmer are the others. 

The 32-year-old, who has won three Stanley Cups and was the league's 
MVP in 2015-16, is in his 14th season. Entering Tuesday he was tied for 
second in the league in points (34) and tied for the team lead with Alex 
DeBrincat with 11 goals. His 23 assists were tied for third in the league. 

Filip Forsberg (and his mustache and the Predators) 

Hold on to your handlebars, the Predators forward helped the team to 
four wins in five games and wore his handlebar mustache proudly the 
whole time. 

Fox Sports Tennessee recently did a short piece about Forsberg and his 
mustache. 

His numbers, though, have been just as impressive. 

He has a team-best nine goals and 10 assists in 21 games for a team-
high 19 points going into Tuesday. 

Losers 

Dallas Stars 

When you fall into last place in the division, you end up in the losers 
column. 

The Stars were 2-5-3 in February, enough to push them below the Detroit 
Red Wings, points-wise, by Monday morning. 

Dallas had eight games in hand on the Wings, sure. And at least three 
games in hand on everyone else. There's plenty of time to make up for 
the time lost, well, postponed, because of the winter storm in Dallas.  

Still, last place is the last place last season's Stanley Cup finalist 
expected to find itself. 
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Columbus Blue Jackets 

When you lose five in a row, you end up in the losers column. 

The Blue Jackets, the team the Predators defeated for five of their first 10 
victories this season, had done just that after falling twice to Nashville 
last weekend. 

Detroit Red Wings 

When you're the worst team in the division, you end up in the losers 
column.  

More accurately, you have a place reserved. 

Detroit was second-to-last in the penalty kill. Second-to-last in the power 
play. Second-to-last in goals per game. 

Nashville Predators 

Ryan Ellis is out four to six weeks with an upper-body injury. Ryan 
Johansen, who has no goals this season, was placed on the COVID-19 
list. Forward Luke Kunin also was placed on IR with a lower-body injury. 

And that was just on Tuesday, when the Predators tried to win for the fifth 
time in six games. 

Losing Ellis could be the biggest blow. He's Roman Josi's partner and 
played the second most minutes on the team, behind only his linemate. 
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David Poile and the Predators need to accept reality and start the rebuild 
now 

 

By Adam Vingan  

Mar 3, 2021   

 

Even after a stretch of four wins in five games, it was hard to get behind 
the idea that the Predators had turned a corner. 

Three of those wins came against the slumping Columbus Blue Jackets, 
whose general manager felt obligated to give his coach a public vote of 
confidence Tuesday. The other was against the Detroit Red Wings. The 
Predators were hardly dominant. 

A 4-2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday was a jolt back to 
reality. The Predators are going nowhere this season, and there is no 
reason to delay the necessary sell-off.  

If the Predators’ mediocre play this season is not enough to convince 
them of that, then the trio of injury updates they provided Tuesday 
should.  

Defenseman Ryan Ellis, injured blocking a Patrik Laine shot Sunday, is 
out four to six weeks. 

Forward Luke Kunin, who, coincidentally, was also injured by Laine on 
Sunday in a collision along the boards, is out two to four weeks. 

The Predators also added center Ryan Johansen, who had just returned 
from injury, to the NHL’s COVID-19 list. He will be isolated from the team 
for an undetermined amount of time. 

To make matters worse, goaltender Juuse Saros did not finish the game 
after he and Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter collided behind the net 
in the first period. Saros will be re-evaluated Wednesday. 

“It was a hit to the head,” Predators coach John Hynes said. “We’ll have 
to see where it goes from there. There’s not much more to comment on 
it. What we all saw is what happened.” 

Ellis, who has been far less effective than he was last season, and 
Johansen, who has one point at 5-on-5 in 14 games, have not done their 
jobs this season. But their absences do not make the Predators better. 

As a result of the injuries, the Predators pieced together a patchwork 
lineup Tuesday that included the debuting Tanner Jeannot at forward as 
well as Alexandre Carrier and Ben Harpur on defense. They were 
outmatched by a well-oiled Hurricanes team that is operating on an 
entirely different level. 

“They’re one of the top teams in our division,” Predators forward Nick 
Cousins said. “They don’t give you much. It’s a hard game out there. 
They play fast. They’re in-your-face. I think we could take a page out of 
their book. They’re hard to play against, and that’s what we take pride in 
as well.” 

We were led to believe that the Predators were that type of team. That is 
clearly not the case. Teams that are hard to play against do not 
constantly show up late in games and spend most of their time chasing 
the opponent. (The Predators have held a lead for 172:14 this season, 
the lowest total in the league by 50 minutes, according to Natural Stat 
Trick.) 

“I don’t know why that is,” Predators defenseman Mattias Ekholm said. 
“It’s something that’s on us players to realize that the first period, you 
need to be ready when the puck drops.” 

On Tuesday morning, before the injury news was announced, Predators 
GM David Poile addressed the growing speculation about a possible 
rebuild during his weekly interview on 102.5 FM. 

“I get it,” he said. “There’s nothing to hide here. Our team has had a great 
run highlighted by the Stanley Cup Final, but that was (four) years ago. 
We’ve been a good team the past two years, but not as good as we were 
at our peak, so there’s a little bit of decline. Obviously (at) the start of the 
season, we were perfect fodder for any conversation as to trades and a 
rebuild, and that’s going to continue until we either climb higher in the 
standings, or we actually make a trade. 

“I think this next stretch of games playing against Carolina, Florida and 
Tampa Bay (is) really going to show us whether we’re one of the top 
teams in our division, whether we’re a playoff team or possibly that we’re 
not.” 

What more does Poile need to see? What reason is there to believe that 
the Predators will come out on the other side of their upcoming stretch 
against the Hurricanes, Panthers and Lightning in a better place? 

The playoffs are a near impossibility; Dom Luszczyszyn’s model gives 
the Predators a 7 percent chance of qualifying. A championship parade 
down Broadway is a distant dream. Now is the time to sell. 

Three Predators players — Ekholm and forwards Filip Forsberg and 
Mikael Granlund — are in the top 10 on The Athletic’s NHL Trade 
Deadline Big Board. Others, such as Cousins and forward Erik Haula, 
have value. 

For the betterment of the franchise, both today and in the future, those in 
charge must accept reality. 

It is over. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: Top 64 prospects for the 2021 NHL Draft at 
midseason 
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By Scott Wheeler Mar 3, 2021  

 

Slowly but surely, the 2021 NHL Draft class is beginning to take shape. 

Only three of the 64 players that appear on this ranking (Logan 
Stankoven, Ryder Korczak and Wyatt Johnston) have not yet played a 
game in the 2020-21 season. And though many have played much fewer 
games than typical by this point in the season, most leagues have played 
meaningful schedules — like the KHL, SHL, Liiga, NL, SL, Tipsport 
Extraliga, Czech Extraliga, their respective junior leagues across Europe, 
the USHL, NCAA, QMJHL, and some U.S. high school circuits. 

And though I pushed each of my rankings back a month (my August, 
November, and February rankings schedule became September, 
December and March) to accommodate some of the slower starts and 
the early lack of games, the catch-up for lost time is in full swing. 

So here I am, at what I’m calling the midway point — even though some 
seasons are finishing just as others get started. 

For obvious reasons, the prep for this ranking has been much less travel-
intensive (the world juniors in Edmonton being my only recent trip) and 
much more video-intensive than usual. 

The 2021 draft’s talent pool hasn’t done evaluators any favors, either. 
This is a weird group. It’s a weak class. It’s heavy on top-end 
defensemen, who are more challenging to evaluate than forwards as 
teenagers. And then there’s the pandemic, in case you haven’t heard. 

But my board has nonetheless taken shape, and I’m starting to feel quite 
comfortable with where it’s at. The evaluations, quotes from sources and 
video work that follows are the result. 

Note: Though I consult scouts, coaches, managers and agents in 
preparing my draft boards, the following evaluations are my own. For 
more information on my process, read my guide to scouting. 

One of the challenges of doing a ranking is there’s a tendency to read 
into the actual rankings side of the equation a little too much — and 
browse over the actual evaluation side. NHL teams center their rankings 
in groups, debating and understanding the merits of several prospects at 
each slot. They don’t come away from meetings with black and white 
perspectives. And while they build their own lists, you might be surprised 
at how different they look. In the public sphere, much of that nuance is 
lost and replaced by hyperbole, taking what should be a debate over 
complicated projections and turning them into fights over the number that 
precedes a player’s name on a list. Readers, viewers and listeners, 
depending on the medium, are conditioned to pick sides on just about 
everything; and even when effort is made to contextualize the players 
outside of those debates, the instinct is still right versus wrong, list versus 
list. And when we see No. 1, we think of it as clearcut, of the Connor 
McDavids and the Auston Matthews, and of draft classes when things 
were simple because there was no debate. The beauty of this draft is the 
way it has forced those presenting the information, and those consuming 
it, to consider the grey area. That’s where the conversation about these 
players should always start, and that’s where it has started this year. 

1. Owen Power — LHD, University of Michigan, 6-foot-5 

Power’s merits as the No. 1 pick are real. I understand some of the 
reservations some have with him in this slot. There are worthwhile 
questions to be asked of the role his size and age (November 2002 in a 
mostly 2003 age group) have played in his career, from his minor hockey 
dominance in the GTHL through his two years in the USHL, and to a 
lesser extent his strong play as a college freshman. There are worthwhile 
questions to be asked of his decision-making at times and of the work 
that still needs to be done on his pivots so that he can maximize his 
length to funnel opposing carriers to the outside a little better. But there’s 
also so much about Powers’ game that excites that I continue to settle on 
him as my slight favorite for first in this draft class. In a top group filled 
with question marks, Power is a towering, mobile, gifted-with-the-puck-
laterally, excellent east-west passer with legitimate all-situations upside. 
Everyone who has worked with him, whether that be skills coaches or 
staff with the Steel and Wolverines, believes firmly in his first-pairing 
upside as a tough-matchups defender with real offensive skill. And while 

his age is noteworthy, he has also played above his age group for each 
of the last three seasons (his play last year with the Steel would have 
warranted a top-15 selection). I see a player who is further along today 
than, say, Moritz Seider was at the same age. Though where a player is 
going to be picked has no bearing on my evaluations, it’s worth noting 
that Power is also the most likely of the top draft picks in this class to be 
picked inside the top three. 

2. Kent Johnson — C, University of Michigan, 6-foot-1 

In a draft class where so many of the top prospects have unconventional 
toolsets and there are things about each that make evaluators pause, I 
think it’s important to re-centre projections as much as possible around 
the actual skill levels they possess. Johnson’s wiry frame could limit his 
ceiling and should influence his projection. He can also try to be too cute, 
looking off options to carry the puck into trouble. So that’s a factor here 
— and maybe reason enough to rank him closer to No. 5 than to No. 2 
(I’d start to push back more fervently if he were slotted closer to No. 10). 
But his ability to handle the puck, play with finesse, execute NHL skill 
plays consistently through layers, carve up set structures in the offensive 
zone and beat defenders one-on-one in transition all grade out at the top 
of this draft’s forward groups. And his airy skating helps him recover from 
mistakes and support play reasonably well defensively, even if that’s 
never going to be a hallmark of his game. With the proper development 
track, Johnson will excel with good players at the top of an NHL lineup. 
And while there’s some risk associated with his likelihood of getting 
there, I don’t think it’s any more than almost every other name at the top 
of my board. 

Wolverines associate head coach Bill Muckalt on Johnson: “Kent is uber 
skilled. It’s hard for me to give an honest assessment of the other players 
but I would have a hard time believing there’s anybody more skilled 
offensively than Kent Johnson in this draft. The shit he does offensively, 
you only see it once every four or five years. But he’s physically the least 
mature of our freshman as far as our strength and he’s playing against 
guys some nights that are seven-to-eight years older, so it makes it 
difficult on him. But he does highlight reel stuff. Where (Matt) Beniers has 
this motor that is just 200 feet, Kent is more artistic and creative, and 
more high-risk. But he’s going to be like a (Elias) Pettersson or a 
(Patrick) Kane.” 

3. Brandt Clarke — RHD, Barrie Colts/HC Nove Zamky, 6-foot-1 

Clarke’s a unicorn in the 2021 draft class — and, frankly, in the sport. He 
doesn’t look anything like the mould most modern NHL defensemen are 
now steeped in. He’s not a strong athlete. With a gangly frame, some 
knee-knocking in his forward and backward skating stride, he has work to 
be done building strength and power through his lower and upper body. 
On the ice, he plays an extremely loose, free-flowing, roving style, which 
blends excellent side-to-side cuts with impressive head-fake deception 
that allows him to freeze opposing players and get to spots to make 
plays. Clarke is a fearless, aggressive defender who isn’t afraid to try 
things (flip passes, spins, etc.) and has the puck skill needed to execute 
once he has attacked into the slot or carried the puck low into the 
offensive zone. He’s a tough player to confidently project, but he’s got a 
fascinating set of skills, the assertiveness needed to continue to play that 
style regardless of what’s thrown at him, and a decent defensive game 
despite built around an active stick and good timing. There’s a boom or 
bust element to his projection, but I can’t take my eyes off of him when 
he’s out there and he still has so much room for growth. It has been nice 
to see him play his game with Nove Zamky, where he has forced the 
issue while playing more than 19 minutes a night. 

4. Luke Hughes — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-2 

Those who played and coached against Hughes in the GTHL will tell you 
that he was nothing special in his Toronto Marlboro days. But his 
progression since has been steep, and today those who work with him 
get excited when they talk about his upside, believing he’s got a chance 
to be as good (some have hypothesized to me that because of his length 
he might have a chance to be better) as his two big brothers (Quinn and 
Jack Hughes). That progression is particularly exciting because of his 
Sept. 9 birthday, which makes him just a week shy of eligibility for the 
2022 draft. This season, Luke Hughes left me wanting more in some 
early viewings. But he has looked his best recently. At his best, he is an 
excellent transition defender who drives results in all three zones with his 
skating and his heady choices with and without the puck. He drives 
results on exits and entries with his feet, defends the rush extremely well 
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through his gapping, and reads play extremely well on both sides of the 
puck, identifying lanes and routes quickly. His skating isn’t just 
impressive with a head of steam or backward through his cuts, either. 
Hughes changes directions on stop-ups beautifully — and a lot like Cale 
Makar has mastered — to adjust around coverage. I would like to see 
him get to the inside and create for himself a little more (he’s not as 
dynamic that way as Quinn was at the same age), as the bulk of his 
creation inside the offensive zone still comes from the perimeter through 
his ability to pull eyes to him. But it’s hard not to get wrapped up in the 
idea of what Hughes could look like two or three years from now. 

5. Matthew Beniers — C, University of Michigan, 6-foot-1 

Due to the world juniors, most readers likely have a better sense of 
Beniers’ game than the rest of the names at the top of this list. Hockey 
fans got a taste of his constant movement and energy on retrievals, his 
impressive two-way transition game, and his ability to cut around and 
then under defenders to drive to the net in control. Beniers pulls his 
linemates into the fight, can drive results on exits and entries, involves 
himself in play in all three zones, and then has the skill and the spatial 
awareness needed to make plays within the high-tempo game he plays. 
His game with the puck isn’t particularly dynamic as a shooter or passer, 
but he elevates his linemates, plays a pro-style game, and has all of the 
qualities teams look for in a top-six center who can support high-skill 
wingers and create chances to the interior. 

6. Simon Edvinsson — LHD, Frölunda HC/Vasteras IK, 6-foot-4 

Edvinsson is a long, four-way mobile defender with borderline-elite side-
to-side puck control skill and uncanny confidence. His ability to escape 
pressure inside his own zone and hold attack past layers inside the 
offensive zone is extremely rare for a defender his size. He can 
occasionally get himself into trouble trying to make a late play after 
hanging onto it for too long, instead of the early available one, so there’s 
some refining that will need to happen with his choices to calm him down 
out there. I also still have reservations about some of his execution inside 
the offensive zone (he’s an impressive playmaker but he doesn’t have a 
great shot considering his size, which can limit him when he gets to a 
good spot with his skill). 

But his tools are eye-catching and I’d rather work to reign a player in than 
to have to teach them fearlessness. Watch the way he spins off of his 
man and then goes right into coverage, almost recklessly: 

Watch him carve up his peers. I’ve slowed the clip down to half speed to 
highlight his lateral ability: 

If Edvinsson can put it all together, the sky’s the limit. But there are 
qualities to his game that are still a little raw. 

7. William Eklund — C/LW, Djurgårdens IF, 5-foot-10 

After a sensational start to his draft year in the SHL, Eklund missed the 
world juniors and then had an appendectomy. Between that and some 
SHL layoffs, his production has quieted. As I write this, if you divide his 
season into two halves, he was twice as productive (12 points in 16 
games) in the first half as he has been in the second (six points in his last 
16 games). His shot generation has slipped too, with exactly twice as 
many shots in the first half (34) as in the second (17), too. The whole of 
his year, when his health is factored in, is still extremely impressive for 
his age, though. Even considering his late-October birthday in this draft 
class, he’s producing in line with top-10 picks from a stronger 2020 draft 
class like teammate and frequent linemate Alexander Holtz, who is nine 
months older, and Lucas Raymond, who is seven months older. 

And while Eklund is much different stylistically than Holtz and Raymond, 
his game persists on its own merits, his pace was always going to be 
unsustainable, and he has remained noticeable as a shift-to-shift factor. 
He’s a multi-faceted offensive forward with a well-rounded two-way game 
who plays pucks deftly into space and knows how to use space when he 
doesn’t have possession to play off of his linemates. He does a good job 
working to win his fair share of battles along the wall and then he’s crafty 
enough to make plays from the perimeter to the interior. While I don’t see 
true first-line skill to his game, Eklund has demonstrated improved 
acumen as a mid-range scoring threat this season and projects as a 
second-line forward who can do a little bit of everything offensively. 

8. Dylan Guenther — LW/RW, Edmonton Oil Kings/Sherwood Park 
Crusaders, 6-foot-1 

Guenther’s a gifted winger who began the season in the AJHL and 
posted a combined 14 points in eight preseason and regular season 
games. Guenther’s game in transition and inside the offensive zone both 
excite. He builds speed effectively through his crossovers, weaving 
through neutral ice to transport the puck and carve into the offensive 
zone on entries. He can make plays off of the flank with his skill in 
deception, his fakes, and his ability to change tempo and attack the slot 
or the front of the net. His wrister is dangerous from mid-distance thanks 
to a deceptive release and a knack for adjusting his shot from a variety of 
stances to shoot through or around feet. He’s also a useful off-puck 
player (even if that’s never going to be a defining characteristic of his 
game) who keeps his feet moving to apply pressure. His seven points in 
two games (including a pair of beautiful goals and a pair of greasy ones) 
to kick off the WHL season certainly got my attention too! 

9. Jesper Wallstedt — G, Luleå HF, 6-foot-3 

Wallstedt has struggled of late, with a .867 save percentage (104 saves 
on 120 shots) in his last five games as I write this. But this is really the 
first time in two years where his play hasn’t immediately bounced back 
after a tough game or two. There’s still nothing about Wallstedt’s game 
that gives me any real cause for concern. He’s got everything you look 
for in a top young goalie prospect and his status alongside Spencer 
Knight and Yaroslav Askarov as a third consecutive top-15 prospect in 
the NHL Draft is earned. Though he doesn’t possess the remarkable 
side-to-side movement that allows Askarov to stick with shooters one-on-
one or make tough saves back against the grain, Wallstedt’s game also 
doesn’t have some of the holes Askarov’s jitteriness and glove hand 
sometimes pose. Wallstedt plays an incredibly sound, positional style 
that relies on sharp angles to take shooters’ space away and swallow the 
first shot. Though I wouldn’t say he’s an explosive goalie, Wallstedt holds 
his lines, reads play extremely well and fights to stay in plays on 
scrambles without losing his composure. Though goalies are never sure 
things, his track record and tools put him in the conversation as the 
sport’s best prospect at his position. 

10. Cole Sillinger — LW, Medicine Hat Tigers/Sioux Falls Stampede, 6-
foot 

Sillinger’s got a wow factor to his game that few prospects in this draft 
class have (outside of Johnson). He has been sensational with the 
Stampede in the USHL, using his slick hands and one-on-one to get to 
the home plate area, and his shot to finish. Sillinger, who is a dual citizen 
through his dad (former NHLer Mike Sillinger), has also made the 
decision to stay in Sioux Falls until the season is over, instead of 
returning to Medicine Hat for the start of the WHL season (which would 
have required he quarantine for 14 days). His ability to score from mid-to-
long range with his wrister and one-timer, create for himself, and then 
open up his vision when he’s marked closely to play pucks to his 
linemates makes him a ton of fun to watch. He also already looks like a 
pro in terms of his frame, which helps him stay on pucks and win 50-50 
pucks along the wall. Though he’s not a burner as a skater, he looks 
quicker this season than he did a year ago, strengthening the likelihood 
that his top-six skill will translate. 

11. Carson Lambos — LHD, Winnipeg Ice/JYP, 6-foot-1 

Though I understand some of the reservations many have in still ranking 
Lambos inside the top 10 (where he started the year), I think he’s closer 
to that range than the late-first slotting some teams now have him in. I 
considered ranking each of the three players slotted behind Lambos 
ahead of him, which would have slid him to No. 14, but I wouldn’t 
seriously consider taking any of the names beyond that ahead of him if 
the draft were held tomorrow. After an excellent age-adjusted season in a 
huge role as a 16-year-old in Winnipeg last season, Lambos joined JYP’s 
junior program in Finland, where he was clearly the league’s most well-
rounded under-18 defenseman on a team where he could be measured 
against Valtteri Koskela and Aleksi Malinen, two decent 2021 defense 
prospects. And while Lambos doesn’t skate like Hughes, or have the 
dynamic qualities that Clarke and Edvinsson possess, Lambos is a 
strong, powerful two-way defender with plus-level skating ability, a sturdy 
and physical defensive game, and more skill than he gets credit for. He 
manages the offensive zone blue line efficiently and aggressively, 
regularly hitting seems or walking into space to make a play. He also 
defends the rush exceedingly well, and shows comfort with the puck in 
neutral ice: 
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I still see clear top-four upside and potential tough-minutes usage out of 
Lambos that the other top defensemen in the draft outside of Power may 
not quite develop, even if Lambos’ ceiling is lower than theirs offensively 
(though I think he has power-play potential too). 

12. Fabian Lysell — LW/RW, Frölunda HC/Luleå HF, 5-foot-10 

Watching Lysell is a thrill. His speed and puck skill allow him to play fast, 
regularly burning defenders out wide or pulling pucks through his feet to 
leap past them to the inside. But he’s also a diligent off-puck player who 
applies a lot of back pressure, steals and lifts a ton of pucks, and 
forechecks effectively for a smaller player. His speed is also 
complemented by impressive footwork, which helps him adjust in motion. 
Whenever he plays against his age group, his skill tantalizes and he 
makes a ton happen with the puck: 

I think all of the pace he plays with can also mask some of the areas in 
his game that will need to develop if he’s going to consistently impact 
games offensively at pro levels. Lysell has been better in the SHL than 
his counting stats indicate this season, especially considering he has 
averaged under 10 minutes per game and is trying too familiarize himself 
with a new team. But he’s going to need to get stronger to fully tap into 
his talent, bolster his dangerous release and have the same impact off of 
the cycle as he does off of the rush. 

13. Chaz Lucius — C/W, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot 

Nearly 30 games into USA Hockey’s under-18 team’s season, Lucius 
returned from a lower-body injury and picked up where he left off last 
season, scoring three goals in his first two games (one of which 
showcased his shot’s pinpoint accuracy). Lucius is a highly skilled natural 
center who may function better as a winger at the next level. He can 
score anywhere inside the offensive zone with his shot, and he thrives in 
isolation against defenders because of his craftiness in control and his 
quick hands. He also uses space extremely well to play off of coverage, 
get open on the backside, or get to rebounds with perfect timing. He’s 
more natural scorer than natural playmaker, so he might need the right 
kind of linemates to thrive at higher levels like he does against his peers, 
but he’s a real threat to move his way up my board in time for my June 
list because of his skill. 

14. Aatu Räty — C, Kärpät, 6-foot-1 

Sometimes we have to re-calibrate away from the hope that once was 
toward the reality of what is. Raty is a strong, fast center with a powerful 
stride, a pro frame, and quick hands. He’s at his best when he’s driving 
the middle lane in transition, attacking confidently off of the wall inside 
the offensive zone, and working off of the puck to forecheck and win back 
possession. He’s capable of playing with a lot of pace and attacking the 
interior. But his decision-making is often suspect, I don’t think he 
processes the game particularly well, and his good overall skill hasn’t 
turned dynamic in the last two years, muting his ultimate upside. He 
looks like more of a middle-six piece than a true top-of-the-lineup driver 
at this point, and much of the shine has worn off, even though he has 
looked better in my last few viewings than he did at the start of the 
season. 

15. Sasha Pastujov — LW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot 

One scout recently asked me where I had Pastujov on this list and then 
disagreed when I said I had him ranked at the top of my third tier in the 
middle of the first round. He argued that he was more of a late-
first/second-round type because of his average skating. That’s a pretty 
common belief. It creates an interesting debate because Pastujov was 
clearly the NTDP’s most gifted offensive player before Lucius returned, 
and he’s having one of the most productive seasons in the program’s 
history, matching up with top picks like Cole Caufield, Alex Turcotte and 
Clayton Keller behind only Jack Hughes, Auston Matthews and Phil 
Kessel. And whenever I’ve watched Pastujov, he has been everywhere. 
Not only does he have high-end skill with the puck as a passer and 
shooter (the latter of which has developed from mid-distance this year) 
that allows him to make a ton of plays off of the flank; he also plays a 
prickly, physically engaged style, involving himself in the play along the 
wall. Those things blend to allow him to win battles and then read 
through pressure to attack with intention off of the boards. He’s also a 
mid-July birthday who will have time to play catch-up with his athleticism 
at the University of Notre Dame, where he won’t be a one-and-done type. 

16. Oskar Olausson — LW/RW, HV71, 6-foot-2 

Olausson is a 6-foot-2 winger whose biggest assets are his outside 
speed, his quick hands and his hard wrist shot. Those four things, on 
their own, make a prospect really intriguing. Then you add a rare 
confidence and a willingness to try things one-on-one and you’ve really 
got my interest. At Sweden’s top junior levels, those things have allowed 
him to play a bit of a selfish, individual game with ease. And while he has 
had to make adjustments in the SHL and the second-tier 
HockeyAllsvenskan, he’s still not shy there. 

Watch his comfort level on this chance. Most players his age are 
shooting when they round the corner there instead of trying to tuck to the 
backhand: 

And watch for that shot, after he slows things down on the entry: 

With the right development, there’s a second-line winger in there 
somewhere. 

17. Mason McTavish — C/W, Peterborough Petes/EHC Olten, 6-foot-1 

After a slow start in Olten, McTavish has found his groove in 
Switzerland’s second tier, including a hat trick last week. McTavish plays 
a physically engaged, push-and-pop style, relying on his heavy, often 
overpowering shot and good power game to create the bulk of his 
offense toward the net. His east-west vision still needs to open up a little 
more, and I’d like to see him support the play defensively a little better, 
but he can attack off of the wall with his balance over his feet, and he’s 
got a sturdy frame. There are a ton of pro tools there that NHL clubs are 
drawn to. The question is whether his ceiling is as an impactful player 
near the top of a lineup or more of a complimentary one in the middle. 

Here’s that shot of his (love the aggressiveness off of the boards): 

18. Simon Robertsson — LW/RW, Skellefteå AIK, 6-foot 

The more I’ve watched Robertsson this season, the fonder I’ve grown of 
his skill set. He started the year 25th on my preseason ranking. Then he 
climbed two spots to 23rd on my preliminary list. And now he’s five spots 
higher. And while there are players in this class who’ve risen up my 
rankings more steeply, Robertsson has progressed steadily. At the junior 
level, Robertsson dominates, driving play through neutral ice and 
creating inside the offensive zone with his skill, his constantly-improving 
pace, and an extremely accurate wrist shot, regularly making plays at top 
speed. I like his skating, which is supported by a strong, compact stride. I 
like his willingness to really go at defenders and attack the middle of the 
ice, too. He makes an uncharacteristic number of soft little plays off of 
cut-backs and his backhand. There’s creativity and unpredictability to his 
game, his play on the puck has real value, and his play off of it has 
improved. I’d more likely listen to an argument that has him lower as 
more of a late-first/early-second-rounder than a top-14 pick (more on my 
tiers at the end of this article), but I’m comfortable with Robertson at the 
front end of his current range right now. 

19. Joshua Roy — C, Sherbrooke Phoenix, 6-foot 

It has been an unconventional draft year in more ways than one for Roy, 
who requested a trade out of Saint John to be closer to his family in 
Quebec. But the No. 1 QMJHL pick has impressed me with both teams, 
using his puck protection skill to get to his spots and create shots for 
himself, and his timing and routes to get open away from the puck or 
pounce on rebounds. He has proven he can be a driver on both teams, 
manufacturing primarily for himself out of necessity (he’s actually a 
decent playmaker, too). Roy’s skill doesn’t pop, lacking a dynamic 
quality, but he can impact a game in a variety of ways, he’s heavy on 
pucks, he has good hands, and his tools look a lot like those of a 
potential middle-six center. 

20. Xavier Bourgault — C, Shawinigan Cataractes, 6-foot 

One of the older first-year eligible players in this draft class, Bourgault is 
in his third QMJHL season. Last year, his 71 points and 33 goals in 63 
games both ranked inside the league’s top 20. This season, his 13 goals 
in 17 games (at time of writing) leads Shawinigan and ranks inside the 
league’s top 10. Bourgault has a deceptive release, which comes off of 
his blade early in his shooting motion and stance (off of either foot or 
from awkward postures), which allows him to deceive defenders and 
goalies without a long drawback motion. I like his game a lot with the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 4, 2021 

 

puck, too. He does a good job shaping his shots, adjusting to pressure 
and playing through contact. While I wouldn’t say he’s a powerful player 
and his wide A-frame skating stride can limit his acceleration, there’s 
some quiet strength to his game. He also works hard off of the puck, 
which complements his versatile offensive game and good overall pace 
to really round into a nice package. 

21. Logan Stankoven — LW/RW, Kamloops Blazers, 5-foot-8 

There comes a point on a list like this where Stankoven’s height and lack 
of games this season have to fade in favor of his dynamic skill. This is, 
more or less, where I’m now comfortable drawing that line (I actually 
debated him as high as 17th this time around). Between the hashmarks 
he’s lethal, with a dangerous release and legitimate power. On the 
perimeter, his brilliant puck skill allows him to play through layers, attack 
into traffic and carve teams up with his quick-step acceleration through 
cuts. There’s legitimate power play upside to his game, he’s a threat to 
score in a split second even when he occasionally drifts in and out of 
games, and there’s more passing skill there than his assist totals last 
season indicated. Stankoven’s going to be a little limited at the next level 
in board battles, but he’s stronger than he looks and he’s got the skill 
needed to play alongside talented players. 

22. Brennan Othmann — LW, Flint Firebirds/EHC Olten, 5-foot-11 

Othmann played well at under-17 worlds and was named to the OHL first 
all-rookie team, and yet when his first season in Flint was over, because 
he was the second pick, he was disappointed by his 33 points in 55 
games and many evaluators were left wanting more. This year, he joined 
EHC Olten before McTavish, settling into a top-nine role and playing 
regular offensive minutes. He has looked good, showcasing the touch, 
skill and shot that made him such a good partner for sensation Shane 
Wright in their minor hockey days. At his best, Othmann keeps his feet 
moving and creates with his shot and his spatial awareness. 

Great little steal into a chip-shot: 

One source on Othmann: “He still needs to work on his skating but he 
has time to develop it. His hockey IQ, his vision, his skill level, his ability 
to score, his ability to work with really good players in a top-six role, I 
think he’s the real deal there 100 percent.” 

23. Scott Morrow — RHD, Shattuck St. Mary’s, 6-foot-2 

Morrow was Shattuck St. Mary’s under-18 team’s second-best 
defenseman at 16. Then he was a true star on the high school hockey 
scene at 17. And now, as an 18-year-old, the level looks completely 
beneath him, like he could be having an impact at the college level now. 
And while it’s hard to evaluate a player who reaches that stratosphere 
without graduating to more consistent competition, I have little doubt that 
Morrow is capable of stepping into the University of North Dakota’s top-
four next season after they graduate Matt Kierstad and likely one or both 
of Jacob Bernard-Docker and Jake Sanderson. Morrow’s defensive zone 
consistency still needs a little work and will require some tightening up in 
college, but he plays a dominant transition game built around his 
standout skating (especially on his edges through cuts and side-steps), 
his boldness with and without the puck, and his impressive handling skill, 
which combine to help him carve through neutral ice and make plays off 
of entries. Morrow wants to impact a game every time he’s in possession, 
and he has the tools and the frame to do it. It’s hard to make him my 
clear No. 1-ranked defense prospect outside of the big five that I’ve 
already highlighted, especially without seeing him against tougher 
competition, but Morrow’s game has really excited me in recent viewings, 
so he gets the nod for now. 

24. Aidan Hreschuk — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

The lone C-rated prospect by NHL Central Scouting (which “indicates a 
4th/5th/6th round candidate”) to appear in my top 32, Hreschuk’s a player 
I’m a lot more bullish on than most. Some scouts see a smallish type who 
lacks a dynamic trait and doesn’t have pull-away speed. I see a defender 
who is almost piece-by-piece built to play a possession-driving, modern 
game. Hreschuk has consistently impressed me with the program these 
last two years, and I’m not sure I’ve ever seen him play a bad game. He 
makes a ton of small plays in all three zones. Whether it’s smartly 
managing the offensive-zone blue line with his footwork, finding seams 
for his passes and shots, efficiently picking when to try to make a play 
and when to simplify, or maneuvering out of trouble inside his own zone 

with a little bump pass or a quick pivot into an outlet, Hreschuk just 
seems to drive results at both ends. He’s comfortable with the puck on 
his stick, his reads are almost always right, there’s some deception to his 
game, and he both defends the rush and plays a sound positional game 
inside his own zone well. I expect him to excel at Boston College and 
become a two-way, power play type at the NCAA level who could display 
second-pairing NHL upside in time. 

25. Matthew Coronato — LW/RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-10 

It has been challenging to properly evaluate the Steel’s players the last 
two (arguably three) seasons because of how much talent they’ve 
possessed, particularly up front, relative to the rest of the league. They’ve 
become one of the preeminent junior hockey factories, especially for 
forwards. This year, the Steel have all four of the USHL’s leading 
scorers, a fifth player in Matthew Samoskevich who would be in that 
group had he played their full schedule, and the league’s second-most-
productive defenseman, with a supporting cast of legitimate 2021 draft 
picks, as well as Adam Fantilli (top prospect for 2023). They’ve scored, 
on average, five goals per game as a team. In that environment, 
Coronato, who was a near-point per game player on last year’s team and 
is on the older side of this draft as a November 2002, set the USHL point-
streak record when the nine-game streak he finished last season with 
extended to 28 games when he started this season with a 19-game run. 
And while his age and his team warrant contextualize, the more you 
watch Coronato the more you realize he’s more often the driver than the 
passenger. His league-lead in shots and shots per game signal that, but 
so too does the style he plays. Coronato doesn’t play with the passing 
finesse that Farrell has, or the puck skill that Samoskevich has, but 
Coronato plays a determined, attacking style that blends well with his 
timing off of the puck, his skill level on it and his impressive awareness. 

26. Isak Rosen — LW/RW, Leksands IF, 5-foot-10 

Visually, Rosen’s talent level grades out quite highly in this draft class. 

He really shapes his shots quite beautifully with a variety of release 
points and a threatening goal scorer’s touch from mid-range: 

He’s crafty with the puck, hanging onto possession and frequently 
playing to himself in space. Rhis sequence at the end of a long shift 
highlights some of that ingenuity: 

He’s a light, fluid skater who changes directions and manipulates 
defenders off of cuts. He’s got great touch. And he has always flashed 
high-end skill against his peers. But he has also disappointed me a little 
this season, coming and going in games at the junior level a little too 
much while looking overwhelmed in physical engagement at the SHL 
level. The skill, skating and shooting package is exciting enough to keep 
him in the first-round conversation because he’s more talented than most 
of the forwards that follow, but he’s got some flaws. 

27. Dylan Duke — C/LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Duke’s 5-foot-10 and he’s an average skater whose feet can look a little 
heavy. Some scouts think that makes him more of a second-round pick 
than a late-first. And though I don’t feel particularly strongly one way or 
another about that debate, I think his overall skill and the way he 
operates off of the puck could free him up enough to warrant continued 
inclusion in this range. I often talk about the difference between skating 
and movement. The former is about mechanics, technique and 
athleticism. The latter is about pathing and understanding how to use 
space. His skill at the latter is extremely impressive, and it’s 
complemented by a heavy shot, quick hands in traffic and quick 
processing under pressure. Duke’s an opportunistic offensive zone 
player who is reliable off of the puck, though I probably wouldn’t call it a 
strength of his game. 

28. Zachary L’Heureux — LW, Halifax Mooseheads, 5-foot-11 

Before the QMJHL season started, one source warned me that 
L’Heureux wasn’t going to look the same without all of the talent that 
surrounded him in Moncton last season, pointing to his wavering effort 
levels and concerns over attitude. But after a strong start to his draft year 
with his new club (he had 15 points in his first 13 games), L’Heuerux has 
quieted of late, with three points in his last eight games. And while his 
shot generation has remained high, he was awful in my last two viewings, 
one of which included him being on the ice for five goals against in a 7-0 
loss. When L’Heuereux is ramped up, he’s an engaged, physical, 
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powerful winger with a hard snapshot, a strong stride through his forward 
pushes and crossovers, and heavy on-puck skill. When he’s playing hard 
whistle-to-whistle and staying out of trouble after it, he’s a pesky, talented 
player with some real NHL qualities who gets to his spots with relative 
ease at the junior level. But there are times when he needs to do a better 
job playing within himself (and the system) with and without the puck. 

29. Nikita Chibrikov — C/W, SKA St. Petersburg, 5-foot-11 

Chibrikov’s an entertaining player to watch when he’s really feeling 
himself, playing with good players and getting touches. He drives through 
and past pressure effectively in neutral ice and across the offensive zone 
blue line on entires. He’s capable of playing with a lot of pace and 
executing in motion, or slowing things down to play a more patient, 
calculating style. But his game really quiets when he doesn’t have the 
puck (offensively and defensively), he’s not a dynamic shooter, and he 
still needs to get stronger and fill out his frame. He’s gifted and I like how 
intentional he is on the attacking side of things when he sees an 
opportunity, but there are some questions about how his game will 
translate to the KHL and beyond that he’s going to have to answer. 

30. Corson Ceulemans — RHD, Brooks Bandits, 6-foot-2 

There’s a non-zero number of NHL scouts who believe in Ceulemans as 
a potential top-15 pick in this draft class. It’s not hard to understand why. 
He’s a big, decently-mobile, athletic right-shot defenseman who plays a 
physical, aggressive style. He’s sturdy over his skates, his shot comes off 
of his blade hard, and there’s a ruggedness to his game that teams still 
really covet when it’s matched by good overall skill and playmaking 
(which he has). Ceulemans’ game does raise some red flags, though. 
He’s got a propensity to make mistakes, misread his gaps, get burned to 
the outside because he’s flatfooted, turn the puck over, and settle into a 
lackadaisical defensive posture. Some of those things should iron 
themselves out and the raw package is obviously really interesting, but I 
wouldn’t be shocked if it took him some time to adjust to the NCAA’s 
pace of play. His defensive game needs more work than his offensive 
game, and picking Ceulemans is a gamble on the potential of him putting 
it all together. 

31. Francesco Pinelli — C, Kitchener Rangers/HDD Jesenice, 6-foot 

Pinelli didn’t look good in Slovenia in my first viewing of his game in the 
low-end pro league, but he has been better in the last couple. He was an 
electric minor hockey player and had a very good rookie season in the 
OHL. He’s a slick puck handler who plays the game with a ton of finesse 
and touch. And while he’s not a powerful shooter or skater, he plays 
through sticks and around bodies with tight puck control and impressive 
edges: 

He also does a good job opening up his stance to create around 
coverage: 

All told, I like Pinelli’s skill level and the east-west game a lot, and he’s 
one of the players I’m most looking forward to watching in a better 
context in the OHL, assuming they pull off a season. 

32. Matthew Samoskevich — RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-10 

Samoskevich is fun. He’s crafty with the puck, able to play in and out of 
space. There’s ingenuity to his passing and movement inside the 
offensive zone. He’s a quick skater from a standstill through his first few 
steps and an agile one in motion on cuts and crossovers. Though I 
wouldn’t call him explosive, he plays with impressive speed and can 
dictate tempo at various paces. He’s on the smaller side, but there’s also 
decent strength to the base of his stride, which helps him play through 
contact at an OK level to keep sequences alive inside the offensive zone 
fairly regularly. His biggest asset is his ability to deceive, using fakes to 
manipulate defenders and play through layers inside the offensive zone. 
There are times where I’d like to see him attack underneath to the inside 
a little more, and his defensive play can lapse, but with the right patience 
and the right NHL club, there’s a lot to like about his potential. 

The top 64 

As always, the full ranking is listed below. It highlights movement versus 
my last update and breaks down the ranking into tiers to give you a better 
sense of its fluidity. The tiers are as follows: 1-5, 6-14, 15-50 and 51-64. 
That third group is much larger than it usually is, which speaks to both 
how difficult this draft class has been to evaluate and how tight that 

cluster of players actually are in the late first and second round. If the 
draft were held tomorrow, I wouldn’t scoff at players ranked in my 40s 
getting picked higher than players ranked in my 20s. 

Honourable mentions (103): Janis Jérôme Moser, Ryan Ufko, Justin 
Janicke, Oliver Kapanen, Connor Lockhart, Andre Gasseau, Jack 
O’Brien, Brent Johnson, Jere Virolainen, Jackson Blake, Liam Gilmartin, 
Matthew Knies, Roman Schmidt, Tim Alverhag, Robert Orr, Cameron 
Whynot, Jiri Tichacek, Erik Hedlund, Graham Sward, Eetu Liukas, 
Artyom Grushnikov, Daniil Sobolev, Stuart Rolofs, Bryce Montgomery, 
Peter Reynolds, Lukas Gustafsson, Verner Miettinen, David Gucciardi, 
Ethan Cardwell, Ryan St. Louis, Red Savage, Simon Knak, Olen 
Zellweger, Logan Mailloux, Dmitri Katelevsky, Valtteri Koskela, James 
Maletesta, Kalle Vaisanen, Hugo Gabrielsson, Guillaume Richard, Edgar 
Varagyan, Jayden Grubbe, Ty Murchison, Vladislav Lukashevich, Evan 
Nause, Ty Voit, Daniil Lazutin, Alexei Prokopenko, Jake Martin, Avery 
Hayes, Shai Buium, Elias Stenman, Grigori Kuzmin, Vincent Iorio, Pavel 
Tyutnev, Oleksi Myklukha, Atte Lehikoinen, Kirill Gerasimyuk, Ty 
Gallagher, Tyler Haskins, Lorenzo Canonica, Chase Stillman, Ryan 
Winterton, Zack Stringer, Joey Pierce, Jimi Suomi, Martin Rysavy, Oscar 
Plandowski, Jeremi Tammela, Maxim Motorgyin, Victor Stjernborg, Oliver 
Moberg, Cameron Berg, Viljami Marjala, Luke Mittelstadt, Yegor Savikov, 
Victor Sjöholm, Charlie Desroches, Vsevolod Gaidamak, Marcus 
Almquist, Joonas Lohisalo, Vladimir Sychyov, Ruben Rafkin, James 
Hardie, Nolan Allan, Valtteri Karnaranta, Kalle Ervasti, Riley Kidney, 
Senna Peeters, Attilio Bianca, Matvei Petrov, Tobias Vilen, Noah Meier, 
Dmitri Kuzmin, Theo Jacobsson, Aleksi Malinen, Owen Murray, Joona 
Korhonen, Carter Serhyenko, William von Barnekow, Lucas Forsell, 
Victor Mancini, Ilya Ivantsov. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs raise the standard with defensive dismantling 
of Oilers 

 

Chris Johnston March 4, 2021, 1:26 AM 

 

When an injury forced Auston Matthews to miss the first two games of 
this statement-sending series in Edmonton, Sheldon Keefe reminded his 
players that they were essentially losing a goal per night from the lineup. 

Rather than focusing on where else they might look for it, he wanted the 
Toronto Maple Leafs to play like they had one less to allow a high-octane 
opponent and they responded by pitching back-to-back shutouts against 
the Oilers. 

It was natural to wonder, then, if some of the gains might be lost when 
Matthews returned Wednesday. That subconsciously or not, his 
presence might see the team loosen the noose they’d strung around their 
closest pursuant in the North Division standings by cheating for offence 
or having players down the lineup start deferring to the league’s most 
lethal scorer. 

That’s why the 6-1 dismantling was even more impressive than the 
victories that came before it at Rogers Place 

The Leafs didn’t even need their customary goal from Matthews, who 
was stymied despite producing a game-high seven shots and 10 
attempts. They regained a superstar and just kept on working to keep the 
puck from getting anywhere near their own net. 

“I think the three games here is a good example that we [can] score a lot 
and still [not want] to give up anything. We’re not just satisfied with leads 
and winning a couple games,” said goaltender Frederik Andersen, who 
made 26 saves in his own return from injury. 

“We want to keep suffocating them and not really give them anything 
really. Yeah, show how good we can be for 60 minutes every night.” 

Remaining Time -1:31 

Andersen talks Maple Leafs taking three in a row against Oilers 
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You might need a VHS player to find the last time a Leafs team played 
three better games in a row. Granted, the bar hasn’t been set too high for 
a franchise that hasn’t won a playoff series since 2004 or played for a 
Stanley Cup since the last time it won one in 1967. 

They are now off to the best start in franchise history with 18 wins and 38 
points through 24 games, but something changed during five days in 
Edmonton. This group raised the standard. Not only did they outscore the 
Oilers 13-1 while playing two games without Matthews, they did it by 
giving Jack Campbell, Michael Hutchinson and Andersen each a start in 
net. 

“Three different goalies,” said Matthews. “Three phenomenal games.” 

“To win three games like that so decisively, I think it’s a real step of 
growth for our team,” said fourth-liner Jimmy Vesey, who broke a 
personal 17-game drought by scoring twice on Wednesday night. 

The Leafs boarded a flight to Vancouver for Thursday’s quick turnaround 
game sitting atop the NHL in points percentage (.792), wins (18), 
regulation wins (16) and goals per game (3.63). More impressively, they 
were fourth overall in goals against per game (2.33) and sixth in shots 
allowed per game (28.6). 

All of that talk on Day 1 of training camp about defending the net-front 
area more fiercely and cutting back on the rush chances against has 
turned out to be much more than just talk. 

“There’s still room for improvement, but I think we’ve definitely made 
some pretty huge strides from last year into this year,” said Matthews. 
“That’s obviously positive and I think we’re realizing what it really takes to 
win and that’s going to be playing well on the defensive side of the puck 
for us to really break through and play a long time in playoff time.” 

The Oilers entered the series with wins in 11 of 13 games and left it 
looking crushed. They simply had no answers. 

Remaining Time -0:31 

Draisaitl sarcastically says top players love going pointless for three 
games 

Connor McDavid, the sport’s most gifted offensive weapon, failed to 
register a point in any of the three games. That’s only the third time in his 
entire NHL career he’s been held without one for three consecutive 
games. 

He saw a steady diet of the Jake Muzzin-Justin Holl defensive pairing 
and was completely nullified in Wednesday’s finale with just one shot on 
goal. It didn’t help that Edmonton failed to get a power-play opportunity in 
the game and had only four in the entire series. 

“We knew coming in we were playing against a very good team that was 
as hot or hotter than any team in the NHL and coming in with lots of 
confidence, so for us to get results like this is a really good and healthy 
sign,” said Keefe. 

Toronto breaks an opponent’s spirit in a way not captured by shot metrics 
like Corsi. They have the puck all the time but are content to reload on 
zone entries and offensive zone shifts rather than just firing low-
percentage attempts all night long. 

The stat that might best encapsulate what happened during this series in 
Edmonton is an old-school one which probably would have been held 
against the Leafs once upon a time: They were outhit 105-58 because 
the Oilers were in pursuit for most of 180 minutes. 

This was an entire team effort. 

Remaining Time -4:32 

Maple Leafs' bottom six was the difference in series vs. Oilers 

As I highlighted earlier this week, Kyle Dubas has done an excellent job 
of balancing his top-heavy salary cap chart with depth players vastly 
outperforming their pay cheques. 

Vesey has been the only off-season signing yet to really bear fruit and 
even he’s up to four even-strength goals after the two he potted 
Wednesday. Jason Spezza picked up three assists and now has 15 

points on the season -- a total that would currently lead a handful of NHL 
teams. 

But this 18-4-2 squad isn’t now earning buzz as a bonafide Stanley Cup 
contender because of the dazzling offence it produces. That’s not new. 
What they did in Edmonton is make it look like only one team on the ice 
was a constant threat to score. 

“I think we’re starting to understand what it feels like when we play good 
defence and we’re able to replicate it a few games in a row here,” said 
Spezza. “That’s a good sign for our team. We’ll just keep building and 
moving forward.” 

If they can build on this, the sky’s the limit. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Elevated expectations for Bergevin, Price drive Canadiens' 
recent changes 

 

Eric Engels March 3, 2021, 5:59 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — Focus on the right thing as you contemplate how it 
came to be that Montreal Canadiens goaltending coach Stephane Waite 
was told he was out of a job between the second and third period of 
Tuesday night’s 3-1 win for the Canadiens over the Ottawa Senators. 

Because the sequence of events — Canadiens general manager Marc 
Bergevin firing Waite and appointing Sean Burke director of goaltending 
in the middle of a game, and six days after swapping out the head and 
associate coaches for one assistant coach on Montreal’s bench and one 
on the AHL affiliate’s bench — and how bizarre it seems is hardly as 
relevant as the decision itself and why it was made. 

“It’s fair to say that I have high expectations,” Bergevin said on 
Wednesday, and he could’ve stopped right there. 

That has ruled everything since Bergevin built the team we see on the ice 
today — the scratching and waiving of veteran players, Claude Julien 
and Kirk Muller being fired and replaced by Dominique Ducharme and 
Alexandre Burrows, and Waite being replaced by Burke — and it will rule 
whatever happens next. 

This past off-season, over $100 million of owner Geoff Molson’s money 
was spent on Jake Allen, Joel Edmundson, Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson 
and contract extensions for Jeff Petry and Brendan Gallagher, and the 
stakes were raised higher than a Tokyo skyscraper. 

“I said it from Day 1: I expect this team to make the playoffs,” said 
Bergevin. “I have expectations that we have a good team, that we can 
beat anybody if we’re on top of our game, and that’s why I felt it was 
important to make those changes... You don’t make changes just to 
make changes. But my job is if I see things that I don’t like and I could 
help, that’s what I have to do. That’s my responsibility.” 

It will not continue to be Bergevin’s responsibility if he sits on the 
sidelines and just hopes the power play, the penalty kill and the 
defensive coverage issues somehow magically get fixed. So he makes a 
coaching change. 

If the GM stands idle while Carey Price continues to struggle through the 
same pattern we’ve seen from him in three consecutive seasons — the 
one where he is average for the first month and terrible for the second — 
he’s doing the team and himself a disservice. So he makes the change 
he made on Tuesday, days after Price has a brutal loss to the Winnipeg 
Jets and says he’s overthinking things. 

After all, Bergevin’s not the only one with high expectations for this 
Canadiens season. 

“We have a team that should make the playoffs, I can tell you that,” 
Molson told Sportsnet in this exclusive interview two months prior to 
Bergevin adding Corey Perry as the final depth piece to this well-



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 4, 2021 

 

balanced roster. “And I think the team and the organization and the fans 
would be extremely disappointed if we didn’t. I think we’ve gotten to the 
point where we can. So, with that in mind, it would be disappointing if we 
didn’t.” 

That’s why Tuesday’s change was made. 

Never mind that it came in the middle of a game, that it was made after 
Price made 26 saves on 27 shots and that he spoke to the media and we 
were uncertain as to whether or not he knew about the change while he 
was talking until Bergevin clarified on Wednesday he did not. And forget 
that this move could’ve been made at the same time Julien and Muller 
were let go. 

Bergevin explained he wasn’t 100 per cent sure about firing Waite then 
and didn’t act on it until consulting with the man who’s taking over. He 
clarified that there was no bad blood or eruption between Price and 
Waite that forced him to act out of the blue, but simply that he had 
spoken with Burke, who pointed out a few technical flaws in Price’s game 
only a goaltending expert would recognize. 

Bergevin felt a new voice was needed for Price. He pounced to bring in 
Burke, who was already a member of the team’s scouting staff and had 
gone through his own ups and downs through an 858-game NHL career 
between the pipes. He also felt reassured by Burke’s previous 
experience as a goaltending coach with the Phoenix-turned-Arizona 
Coyotes, and finalized his decision just prior to Tuesday’s game at the 
Bell Centre after he said he was 100 per cent sure this could help Price 
shallow the valleys he has traversed over the last three seasons. 

Remaining Time -1:26 

Price surprised about coaching changes, but it's about moving forward 

“I’ve seen ups and downs,” Bergevin said. “You guys saw it. Again, 
everybody goes through it. 

“It was a gut feeling that I had, and sometimes you have to trust your 
instinct. You run a business, whatever you do, and you have some 
instincts you trust. You have to go by what you believe, and I felt that my 
instincts told me that a change was needed." 

I’s not a change Price asked for — as Bergevin confirmed — but it’s 
clearly one the goaltender’s welcoming after posting an unfathomably 
bad .888 save percentage through his first 12 starts of the season. 

“Sometimes change is good,” Price said. “Sometimes it’s just good to 
hear a new voice. It’s not to say I didn’t appreciate what Steph was 
doing, it’s just sometimes a necessity in pro hockey.” 

It became one after Price admitted both technical and mental elements of 
his game had slipped after “an evolution of small things” piled up and 
fractured the synergy he had with Waite, a coach he said he has deep 
admiration for. 

“I’m grateful for the time I’ve spent with Steph,” Price said. “He’s a hard-
working, dedicated goalie coach, and I really appreciate all that work that 
he’s done with us.” 

It helped Price sweep the 2015 NHL Awards. It helped him win Olympic 
and World Cup gold. It helped him dominate the playoffs in August. 

But now Price is looking forward to whatever fresh ideas Burke will bring 
— first through Zoom meetings, while the latter serves a mandatory two-
week quarantine, and then on the ice come Mar. 19 (provided there’s no 
technical snafus in Burke’s travel to Montreal and his serving of said 
quarantine). 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Everyone knows what’s at stake. Price especially. 

“I had a talk with Carey recently, and he knows that he’s not on top of his 
game,” Bergevin said. “He knows. It might not come across when he 
talks to you guys that he cares, but he knows. He knows that his game is 
not where it should be. He knows more than anybody else, even me.” 

But Bergevin knows Price’s game has to get there if the Canadiens are 
going to do what he expects them to do. 

“Sincerely, and I’m going to be frank,” Bergevin said, “I still believe Carey 
Price is one of the best goaltenders in the NHL.” 

The GM couldn’t continue to watch Price be one of the worst. Not with 
what’s at stake this season. 

“I made the change to give Carey the tools and the message to help him, 
and I’m confident Sean Burke will help him,” Bergevin said. 

If he’s right, that decision will play huge both now and in the future, with 
the 33-year-old Price making $10.5 million this season and slated to earn 
the most money of any goaltender through 2026. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers face sobering reality at hands of Maple Leafs after 
hard week 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — It was supposed to be a measuring stick, this first-place 
clash with the division-leading Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The measuring stick, it seems, may now have to be surgically removed. 

How badly did it get for the Edmonton Oilers, losers by scores of 4-0, 3-0, 
and in Wednesday’s finale, 6-1? 

“They embarrassed us three games in a row. That’s a tough one to 
swallow,” said defenceman Tyson Barrie, pointless in all three games, 
like so many others. 

Home of the Oilers 

Stream every Edmonton Oilers game this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

There isn’t a single element of the sport of hockey that Edmonton can 
claim to have executed better than Toronto through nine periods of 
hockey, so thorough was the defeat. 

Whether it’s a tangible, like winning battles or scoring goals, or 
intangibles — like heart — the Leafs had more and did it better. 

As such, everything about this Oilers team is open for question. 

“It’s very concerning,” said a grave head coach Dave Tippett. “Very 
concerning that we don’t want to grab the competitive level in a series 
like this.” 

The Oilers entered the series four points behind Toronto and in second 
place. They exit the series 10 points out and in third. 

Are the Leafs really this much better than Edmonton? 

“I’d love to answer that question,” said Connor McDavid. “I’m not sure 
what it is.” 

McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, together, produced less in three games than 
Leafs fourth-liner Jimmy Vesey did with two goals in a 14-minute span 
Wednesday. They came up small as small can be, and the rest of the 
team followed. 

“Not good enough,” said Draisaitl. “We just didn’t win any battles. So 
many little scrums, we seemed to never get the puck out of it.” 

In goal, the Leafs ran three goalies out on successive games and 
collected six points, while Edmonton’s two netminders were solved early 
and often in every game by Toronto shooters. Edmonton’s goaltending 
was exploited, plain and simple, as were a few other things about the 
men in orange. 
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Heck, we’ll bet Toronto’s masseuse was even better than the Oilers 
masseuse. And the copy from Chris Johnston and Luke Fox? Don’t even 
get me started on how much better their stuff was than mine this week… 

The strange thing was that the Oilers came in here red hot, the NHL’s 
best team in February and authors of an 11-2 run. Then, boom — the 
Ferrari ran right into a brick wall. 

“It’s still not a bad run — 11-5,” reasoned McDavid. “Not happy with the 
three losses, and the way they went on. But we can’t forget about some 
of the positives that we built. We put ourselves in a decent spot, and now 
we’re back in the thick of it.” 

What next? 

“We have to sit down and talk about it, figure out what exactly happened, 
then take those lessons and move on,” the captain said. 

Whoa, said Tippett. 

“That’s a real good dose of reality for us right there,” he said. “We’ve got 
lots of important games, but if we come out and play like that those 
games won’t mean anything. You can’t put it behind you. You have to 
recognize what you’re doing. Recognize how you played. 

“If you don’t recognize it’s awful hard to fix it. We’ve got a lot of 
recognition to do over the next couple of days.” 

Remaining Time -1:56 

Why Oilers couldn't figure out how to break through against Maple Leafs 

For me, the exercise was summed at the 7:50 mark of the opening period 
on Wednesday. The Oilers had started exceptionally well, but were down 
1-0 when Draisaitl broke in on a two-on-one with Kailer Yamamoto. 

Draisaitl tried to pass and the puck but it never made it through to his 
winger, another one of countless chances thwarted by the Leafs defence. 
As the two Oilers skated to the bench to change, Draisaitl — in full view 
of the entire Leafs bench — slammed his stick on the ice and looked 
skyward, clearly frustrated. 

Here we were, not 15 minutes into the game, and the opponent was 
looking at one of Oilers’ leaders, nudging each other quietly and saying, 
“We’ve got these guys already.” 

For the second of three games Edmonton did not receive a power play. 

“You’ve got to have the puck to generate power plays,” McDavid said. 

If this week showed us something, it is that there is still something 
missing in Edmonton. Some level of competition, some manner of 
grabbing hold of a problem and willing it in another direction. 

Lose once? Sure. Lose twice, it happens. 

But this? 

This wasn’t a lesson. It was a warning. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What can we make of Ilya Mikheyev’s interesting 2020-21 
NHL season? 

 

Justin Bourne March 3, 2021, 1:43 PM 

 

Toronto’s a tough city to be a pro athlete who plays regularly but doesn’t 
put up numbers, particularly a pro athlete of the hockey variety. The 
Leafs regularly get dissected crudely and quickly like a frog in high 
school biology, which leads us to algebra class, where the equation is 
something like A (no boxcar stats) + B (regular time on ice) = C (booing 
of said player). 

Yet somehow the public verdict on Ilya Mikheyev seems to be that he’s 
passing all the tests. 

There are no boos or calls for trades or demotions, and frankly, everyone 
I hear would be just fine if they ran him out there regularly with any 
combination of Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, John Tavares, or William 
Nylander. I think it’s fair to say he’s generally beloved by the team, fans 
and media. 

Part of that for sure is that he plays a style that endears him well to 
Canadian fans. He works hard with the dial always set to hustle, he’ll play 
physically, he’ll go to the net, and just for the eye test, he’s got size. He’s 
also got the distinct advantage of not being overpaid, which from a 
perception standpoint might be the greatest sin one can commit up here. 

Tack on that Mikheyev doesn’t have command enough of the English 
language (not quite anyway) to say anything anyone dislikes, and you’ve 
put together a pretty likeable package. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

(That what he has said has been charming enough to earn him 
advertising time as the Soupman - which in itself is pretty hilarious - only 
furthers his likeability. Honestly, most people seem to like the idea of Ilya 
Mikheyev more than they know the man himself.) 

But Mikheyev is playing the most of any Leafs forward at 5-on-5 outside 
the top-6, and he’s turned that into two goals and four assists through 23 
games. (Not great, Bob.) There are other positive ways to spin that. He’s 
right where he should be in shots (behind just five Leafs in attempts), 
while putting up a stunningly poor/unlucky shooting percentage of 4.7 per 
cent. More goals will come if he just plays the way he’s been playing. But 
still, that’s pretty light output for a guy playing real minutes on a good 
team in a soft division. 

So, what’s the verdict here? Has he been disappointing, has he been 
invaluable, what are we to make of a season where the guy’s results look 
relatively poor but the team – who’d have a better sense of his 
contributions than the rest of us – continually chooses to throw him over 
the boards? 

The conclusion for me is basically that he’s been handed a damn tough 
assignment this season (which in itself shows the team trusts him), and 
done fine with it. He’s good defensively and great on the PK. I know it’s 
disappointing the answer isn’t “give the guy the Selke” or “get him off the 
rink,” but that’s where we’re at. He’s been handed a lot, and is mostly 
losing the statistical battle in those minutes, but someone’s gotta muck 
the barn so the farm can run smooth. 

As of Wednesday, Mikheyev has been handed the toughest situational 
starts of any player on the Leafs at 5-on-5, and it isn’t close. On just 36.5 
per cent of his shifts does he get to start in the O-zone. Here’s his player 
usage chart, via Dobber Hockey’s Frozen Tools, which contains a lot of 
information, but here we’ll focus on the axis that shows him starting in his 
own end (and against pretty decent competition compared to most 
forwards). 

It’s ol’ Ilya and the rest of the team, as you can see there. Also, congrats 
to Travis Boyd on the other end, who Mikheyev surely envies a great 
deal. 

You’ll also note that Mikheyev's little circle is just about red, which is 
reflective of where shots have generally gone when he’s on the ice. By 
just about every shot attempt metric, it hasn’t been pretty. In sum, he 
starts in his own end, more pucks end up at the Leafs net than the other 
one (as you’d expect), and so again, he’s not over or underperforming his 
assignment, really. 

Why I think he’s worthy of conversation, though, is because he’s one of 
the few players on the Leafs who, to my eye, will give them more as the 
season goes on. Part of what’s hurt him, on top of the O-zone start 
percentage, is the team using him as a “can go anywhere” band-aid type 
player. Top-six, bottom-six, with anyone, they don’t hesitate to hand him 
new challenges, which means he has roughly zero consistency with his 
linemates, and no chance to find chemistry. 

A normal player will see a big chunk of their ice time with the same 
linemates, followed by a smattering of smaller percentages with other 
linemates as the weirdness of a hockey game dictates. For example, 
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here’s who Auston Matthews has spent the bulk of his time with at even 
strength this season. Two groups make up two-thirds of his time on ice, 
before it drops into smaller percentages (I cut it off at five groups). You 
can safely say he’s spent the year with Marner and one of 
Hyman/Thornton almost every game. 

Conversely, here’s what Mikheyev’s minutes look like, which have seen 
him spend no more than about 23 per cent of his time with any consistent 
line this season. 

The top line is a nice one, but after that it’s kind of a grab bag. 

So to get back to how this all turns even more positive for Mikheyev, I 
know Sheldon Keefe well enough to know he likes to experiment with his 
roster (call it research), and being in first place allows him to do as much 
of that as he wants. The team has a lot of forwards this season, having 
used as many as any team in the league, and they want to evaluate all of 
them. But come playoffs, and even closer to playoffs, lines will crystallize 
if they’re healthy. That will work in Mikheyev’s favour. 

His forecast then is more consistent linemates, and I’d predict a slightly 
elevated O-zone start rate (if nothing else, it won’t drop lower than 36.5 
per cent). And the things he does will continue to dictate that he’s worthy 
of playing consistent minutes, because what line couldn’t use a quality 
defensive player who can forecheck with a good stick and who’s 
positionally sound all over the rink? 

Watch how good he is at using that long stick for disruption, which is a 
great attribute that’s become more valued over the years. You’re never 
safe with the puck anywhere within a 15-foot radius of this guy’s 
wingspan. He gets above his check, and when he isn’t, he’s able to reach 
into lanes. It’s all really good stick work. 

Remaining Time -0:28 

Ilya Mikheyev shows off amazing d-zone stick work this season 

I see a player who brings consistent effort and does so much right, who’s 
been handed a tough combination of zone starts and inconsistent 
linemates. And none of this goes into his contributions on the penalty kill, 
where his expected goals rate is above 25 per cent, meaning that of 
every four goals scored while he’s on the ice shorthanded, one should be 
going in for the Leafs (without beating this dead horse too much, his 
shooting percentage will regress to average here and he’ll get a couple). 
That rate is in the top-five for NHL forwards who kill with any consistency, 
which has huge value on a team not overflowing with penalty killing 
forwards. 

Even with some of the poor shot attempt metrics for Mikheyev, he’s a 
huge part of the Leafs up front. He’s one of those guys you don’t really 
appreciate until he’s not there to do the dirty work. But it’s only a matter 
of time until his boxcar numbers better reflect the value he’s brought in 
2020-21, and until then, you can see the value reflected in how much the 
team continues to use him. 

After all, it’s tough to impress people with your show ponies if the barn 
isn’t sparkling clean. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Andersen return as Leafs look to sweep Oilers 

After brief absences, Auston Matthews and Frederik Andersen return to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs lineup as the North Division leaders look to 
sweep their three-game set with the Edmonton Oilers. Mark Masters has 
more. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate on Wednesday in Edmonton.  

Notes below on: 

* With Matthews back, Leafs plan to get back on the attack 

* Getting back in a rhythm is biggest challenge for Matthews  

* Leafs making better O-zone decisions to limit rush chances  

* Leafs playing smarter with the lead as group matures 

* Rielly looking to shoot more on the power play  

* Projected line-up: Barabanov out; Nylander good to go 

With Auston Matthews ready to return after missing two games with a 
wrist injury, the Leafs are looking to get back on the attack tonight in 
Edmonton. 

"We've defended too much," said defenceman Jake Muzzin. "We need to 
be cleaner with our breakouts and with our exits. We've done a good job 
defending, we've just done it too much." 

The Leafs have outscored the Oilers 7-0 in a pair of wins to open this 
three-game set.  

"We're not here getting comfortable with how we're playing," said head 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "There's a lot of things that we didn't like in the last 
game and we're expecting to be better in those areas here today no 
matter who's in the lineup." 

After being blanked in consecutive home games, the Leafs are 
anticipating a big push from the Oilers who have shuffled their lines. 
Dave Tippett appears set to reunite Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Leon Draisaitl 
and Kailer Yamamoto. That trio was on the ice for 28 even-strength goals 
for and only eight against in 26 games last season. 

    Neal-McDavid-Puljujarvi 

    RNH-Draisaitl-Yamamoto 

    There it is. 

    — Ryan Rishaug (@TSNRyanRishaug) March 2, 2021 

"We've been through two games here and virtually everything's gone our 
way to this point," said Keefe. "Edmonton's going to make a bunch of 
changes to their lineup and lines. They're looking to get a spark and we 
certainly expect that they would. And we've got to be focused and dialled 
in on all our details. We had another meeting this morning and looking to 
clean things up." 

Frederik Andersen starts for the Leafs after missing four games with a 
lower-body injury. He is 14-1-2 with a .923 save percentage in his career 
against the Oilers. 

'We've got to play a lot better': Oilers focused on denying three-game 
sweep 

The Oilers say they understand that every team loses a game or two, but 
don't want to be swept three games in a row against the Maple Leafs. 
Edmonton admits that Toronto has been the better team, but if they can 
work harder in the corners and get more in front of the net, they should 
be able to turn things around. 

The Leafs expect to get a big spark from Matthews.  

"I think he'll come in and pick up right where he left off and be a huge 
factor," said defenceman Justin Holl. 

Matthews has a ridiculous 18 goals in 20 games this season. He will 
rejoin Joe Thornton and Mitch Marner on the top line. 

"It's nice when you get a guy like that coming back," said Muzzin before 
chuckling. "You know, there's not many guys like Auston in the league. 
He brings energy. Obviously, he can score goals and he's been a really 
solid, two-way centre for us." 

When Matthews returned from a one-game absence earlier this season 
in Calgary, he admitted it took a bit of time to get his legs going again. 
Matthews, of course, still scored in that matinee affair against the Flames 
although it was on a play where the puck bounced in off him. Usually, the 
23-year-old is a precise player, who's in the right spots and can fire the 
puck with pinpoint accuracy.  

"It's always a challenge coming back even from little injuries," Matthews 
said after practice on Tuesday. "It's tough not playing, not being able to 
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get in games and keep your rhythm and keep everything going. I think 
that's probably the biggest thing for me ... just got to make sure I'm 
moving my legs out there, keeping my shifts short and playing smart." 

With Matthews returning, Alexander Barabanov will be the odd man out 
up front.  

William Nylander made a brief cameo at the optional morning skate. He 
is good to go tonight after sitting out Tuesday's practice to rest a nagging 
injury. 

With Matthews, Andersen back, Leafs plan to raise their game 

With both Auston Matthews and Frederik Andersen set to return tonight 
against the Oilers, the Leafs discuss the impact the star players have on 
the team, and how they plan to raise their game to another level. 

Connor McDavid trails Matthews by four goals in the Rocket Richard 
Trophy race, but has not been able to make up any ground with the Leafs 
superstar sidelined.  

Stuck on 34 points, Draisaitl has watched Marner creep within one of him 
in the scoring race. Draisaitl is even with Patrick Kane while McDavid 
leads the way with 40 points. Matthews is at 31.   

"We've done a pretty good job of taking away time and space and trying 
to clog up the middle and force them to the outside," said Muzzin. 
"They're good players. They're going to get chances. I expect them to 
come out hard tonight so we'll have to be ready." 

"We've been staying above [them] all the time," noted centre Pierre 
Engvall. "When we lose the puck, we work really hard to get back and to 
not give them something. We're skating a lot and also being physical." 

Toronto has been really effective at limiting Edmonton's rush attack. Per 
Sportlogiq, the Oilers average seven rush scoring chances per game, but 
have been limited to nine total in the past two games.  

"It's a mindset," Keefe said. "Really, a lot of odd-man situations are 
created on loose pucks in the offensive zone and making a decision on 
those loose pucks. Am I going to put myself on the offensive side of it ... 
or do I put myself in a spot where if it doesn't go our way as a team then 
defensively I'm in the right place. We made the wrong decision in those 
areas a lot of times last season and that's been a big focus. For the most 
part our players have been good and diligent with that." 

Have the Leafs found the blueprint to shutting down McDavid? 

In back-to-back games the Maple Leafs have kept Connor McDavid and 
the Oilers off the scoresheet. Mike Johnson discusses how Toronto has 
done this and compares it to the Buccaneers shutting down Patrick 
Mahomes and the Chiefs' high-powered offence in the Super Bowl. 

The Leafs are also doing a better job managing the game. In both tilts 
against the Oilers in this series, Toronto jumped out to an early lead and 
never really allowed Edmonton to gain a foothold in the game.  

"After the first period we had a 3-0 lead so the game complexion kind of 
changes," Holl said of Monday's win. "We're playing more of a solid 
defensive game and trying to make sure that we really snuff out any of 
their chances as opposed to taking chances and trying to play offence. 
From a defenceman's point of view that makes our job a little bit easier, 
because you have a little more support. We, as a team, are playing a 
little more, I wouldn't say cautious, but smart given the game situation."  

"That's been a good area of growth for us," said defenceman Morgan 
Rielly. "You go into the third period with a lead and you just want to 
protect it and play well and we were able to do that. When you look back 
at years past, we haven't always been able to accomplish that." 

Leafs Ice Chips: HEM Line is providing lots of ZIP 

Although the Leafs are getting their No. 1 centre back tonight, which 
should provide a big boost up front, the Leafs' third line of Zach Hyman, 
Pierre Engvall and Ilya Mikheyev have been leaving their mark in the last 
two games against the Oilers. Mark Masters has more. 

Rielly scored a power-play goal on Monday and is looking to fire the puck 
more often on the man advantage. That's a tricky mindset to adopt when 
you play with a group that includes Matthews and Marner. 

"You always want to let those guys do their thing on the half wall," Rielly 
said. "I know if I shoot it and it gets blocked I'm not going to get it again. 
So, you just have to be good with your choices and make sure they're not 
getting blocked. [Monday] was just a good bounce." 

Rielly has 13 power-play shots in 23 games this season, which is third on 
the team behind Matthews and John Tavares.  

Rielly only had 17 power-play shots last season in 47 games.  

Leafs projected lineup for Wednesday's game:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Engvall - Hyman  

Vesey - Boyd - Spezza  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian 

Andersen starts 
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TSN.CA / Canada’s slow vaccine rollout could impact NHL’s bottom line 
next season 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

South of the border, the National Hockey League hit a major milestone 
on Tuesday as now more than half (17) of the league’s 31 markets have 
announced they currently allow or plan to allow fans to return to arenas in 
limited capacities this month. 

It’s a welcomed step toward some semblance of normalcy for fans and 
players alike – even at 10 per cent capacity – particularly in markets like 
New York, which was one of the most restrictive in the United States 
based on COVID-19 regulations. 

“It’s exciting for us, and for them [the fans], that we can see some light at 
the end of tunnel here,” Islanders forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau told 
reporters last week. 

That light at the end of the tunnel has not been seen everywhere, 
especially in Canada.  

It’s fair to say the NHL is closely monitoring vaccine distribution in both 
countries. An especially slow rollout in Canada may mean that Canadian 
arenas could be empty or operating in limited capacities come October, 
when the entire league is supposed to ramp up again. 

“The progression of the vaccine rollout both in the United States and in 
Canada is going to be an important factor in what next season looks like, 
both competitively and economically,” NHL deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly wrote in an email to TSN on Wednesday. 

Daly wrote that it was too soon to make any sort of accurate revenue 
projection for next season, though the NHL has models for different 
scenarios.  

But as Daly hinted, Canada’s delayed vaccine rollout could impact 
everything from revenue to competition, which could include division 
alignment, travel and trades. 

“As much as we would like to know more, the fact remains that the 
landscape continues to evolve and it’s still premature to be making any 
meaningful predictions for what next season will look like,” Daly wrote. 
“Certainly, we remain optimistic that our current trajectory toward a more 
normal business environment will continue and its pace will increase.” 
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The holdouts are mostly geographically grouped: all seven Canadian 
clubs comprising the North Division plus the three California-based 
teams. Then there are a few major market outliers, such as Chicago, 
Colorado and Washington. 

None of the seven Canadian teams seem anywhere close to having fans 
returning, though the Edmonton Oilers did recently submit a proposal to 
Alberta Health in an attempt to bring fans back in the coming months. 

“We recognize the value that sports bring, but are proceeding cautiously 
to protect the public health and prevent the spread of COVID-19,” Alberta 
Health spokesperson Christa Jubinville said in a statement to TSN’s 
Ryan Rishaug. “No decision has been made at this time. A return to fans 
at sporting and other events will be permitted when these activities can 
be done safely.” 

The decision by local health authorities to loosen restrictions in the U.S. 
has generally been dictated based on a combination of two statistics: 
declining COVID-19 infection rates and increasing population vaccination 
rates. 

The trend of those two numbers has the NHL hopeful that the Stanley 
Cup Final can be contested in half or mostly full arenas when the puck is 
scheduled to drop in late June. 

President Joe Biden vowed on Tuesday that the United States will have 
enough vaccines for every American adult “by the end of May.” 

That is certainly welcomed news for the NHL. Any small uptick in fans 
this season will allow teams to recoup revenue in what is a shortened 
season with significant financial loss. But the entire NHL business plan, 
as negotiated in the new Collective Bargaining Agreement, revolves 
around the hope that the 2021-22 season can bounce back close to pre-
pandemic levels beginning in October. 

Canada currently ranks 41st out of 108 countries in vaccine doses 
distributed per 100 people, according to Bloomberg’s global vaccine 
tracker, placing it significantly behind smaller and less wealthy nations 
such as Romania, Slovenia, Serbia, Morocco and Seychelles. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Wednesday he is “very optimistic” 
Canada's immunization timeline will speed up. The federal government's 
pledge is that any Canadian who wants to be vaccinated will be by the 
end of September. 

Trudeau said speeding up that timeline depends on “if indeed all of the 
vaccinations we have contracted for are able to be manufactured and 
shipped in the right ways.” 

According to CTV News, the federal government’s latest timeline shows 
at least 14.5 million Canadians will be able to be fully vaccinated by 
Canada Day. 

Meanwhile, the United States is currently vaccinating nearly as many 
people per day (1.94 million) as Canada has entirely (2 million) since 
December. At its current pace, it would take the United States just 127 
days to vaccinate its entire population – or well in time for the start of 
next hockey season. 

That’s created a significant disparity for fan bases on both sides of the 
border, with uncertainty in the North and anticipation in the South. 

“There’s something about the human spirit, the human emotion that you 
can’t replicate,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz told reporters last week. “It’s 
pure joy, it’s pure anger, it’s pure everything. It’s fellowship, it’s the 
events, it’s the buzz. I mean, there’s nothing that can replicate that.” 
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USA TODAY / Capitals' Alex Ovechkin and Bruins' Trent Frederic grab 
the spotlight in Zdeno Chara's return to Boston 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Wednesday night's nationally televised Washington Capitals-Boston 
Bruins game was supposed to be all about Zdeno Chara. 

Chara, the 6-foot-9 defenseman who was Bruins captain for 14 years, 
signed with the Capitals in the offseason after being told his ice time 
would be cut, and this was his first game back in Boston. 

But as often happens, Capitals star Alex Ovechkin grabbed the spotlight. 

Or in this case, Ovechkin and Boston's Trent Frederic. 

Frederic, the rookie who led the Bruins with 26 penalty minutes heading 
into the game and had fought Washington's Tom Wilson earlier in the 
season, had a few memorable exchanges with Ovechkin as he defended 
against the NHL's No. 7 all-time leading goal scorer. 

Frederic checked Ovechkin into the boards and the Washington winger 
threw a little swing at the Bruins forward. Frederic dropped his gloves to 
challenge him, but Ovechkin gave him a look and they skated away. 

In the third period, Frederic stole the puck from Ovechkin and then cross-
checked him a couple times. This time, Ovechkin had enough and 
delivered a painfully placed stick. 

Both went to the penalty box for two minutes. 

In the end, Chara had a good game. Though no fans were in the stands, 
he received a nice tribute video from the Bruins and stick taps from his 
former teammates in the first period. 

"I felt a little bad for him that there wasn’t 18,000-plus fans here giving 
him the ovation he deserved," Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said. "That 
would have been a real nice thing for him, but obviously that’s not able to 
be done right now due to the circumstances. 

And Chara's new team defeated his old team 2-1 in a shootout to 
increase the Capitals' East Division lead on the Bruins to three points. 
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USA TODAY / Pittsburgh Penguins star Sidney Crosby to miss 
Tuesday's game vs. Philadelphia Flyers because of COVID-19 protocol 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins star center Sidney Crosby will miss Tuesday night's 
game against the Flyers because he has landed on the NHL's COVID-19 
protocol list, coach Mike Sullivan said Tuesday afternoon. 

"As I said to our players, we can do all the right things and this kind of 
stuff could happen," Sullivan said. "But there's protocols put in place for a 
reason. We will do our very best to adhere to the protocols and control 
what we can to give ourselves the best chance to win." 

Crosby being placed on the list doesn't necessarily mean he has been 
diagnosed with COVID-19. According to the league's protocols, a player 
may be placed on the list for several reasons, including if there has been 
an unconfirmed positive test, if the player is symptomatic but awaiting 
further testing and if the player has been deemed a high-risk close 
contact to someone who has been confirmed to be positive, among 
others. 

RANGERS:How rookie Alexis Lafrenière is adapting to his new life in the 
NHL 

BLUE JACKETS:GM Jarmo Kekalainen confident that coach John 
Tortorella can turn season around 

Crosby, 33, is tied for most goals on the Penguins with seven and leads 
the team in points with 18. 

"He's not an easy guy to replace by any stretch, but we have been 
through this experience in the past and found ways to have success," 
Sullivan said. "It should provide opportunities for others to step up." 
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Sullivan added that the Penguins didn't have a morning skate because of 
the NHL's COVID-19 protocol. 

The Penguins later announced that assistant coach Todd Reirden was 
also unavailable for the game because of protocol. 

The Penguins (11-8-1) rank fifth in the East division with 23 points, two 
behind the fourth-place Flyers, who have played two fewer games. 

Tuesday night's game at PPG Paints Arena will be the first to have fans 
in attendance since March 8 of last year, after Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf and the State Department of Health eased restrictions on indoor 
gatherings and sporting events. 

Attendance for the game will be limited to 15% capacity, or 2,800 total 
fans. 
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