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Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour is a mentor for one budding hockey star. He’s also dad.  

By Talia Goodman  

Skyler Brind’Amour and his dad hopped in their car and 
pulled out of the driveway after a long round of golf. They 
flipped the radio to the NHL Network and heard it: 

“The Edmonton Oilers select Skyler Brind’Amour.” 

Most kids aren’t out playing golf the day they expect to be 
drafted by a professional hockey team, but most kids also 
aren’t the son of an NHL coach.  

Skyler, the son of Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, was taken by the Oilers in the sixth round as 
the 177th overall pick in the 2017 NHL draft. It was a 
moment neither father nor son will forget, one of those 
memories Rod said “we’ll have forever.”  

Rod Brind’Amour spent the first day and round of that draft 
working with general manager Don Waddell to select forward 
Martin Necas. On day two, he took the earliest flight he could 
to make sure he was there for his son. 

Knowing the stress that comes with sitting idly for hours, Rod 
Brind’Amour suggested a distraction during what he 
anticipated could be a lengthy wait.  

Father-son golf. 

“What I didn’t want him to do was sit by the TV and just wait 
for his name to be called,” Rod Brind’Amour said. “I wanted 
to spend some time with him. So I said, ‘Let’s go play some 
golf. If it happens, someone’s going to call us. I don’t want 
you to worry about it.’” 

Brind’Amour is ‘dad’ first 

Growing up, Skyler and his dad connected through their 
shared love of hockey. When he was a little kid, Skyler and 
his friends would go into the Hurricanes locker room at the 
RBC Center after home games to be designated water boys. 
But Rod said that was just an excuse for Skyler to talk to the 
players and fool around with the goalie equipment.  

Skyler was 6 when his dad and Hurricanes’ captain won the 
2006 Stanley Cup. He celebrated on the ice, though, in 
something other than Rod’s No. 17 captain jersey. Instead, 
he wore No. 14, which belonged to Justin Williams. Rod was 
asked over and over whether Skyler was, in fact, his son.  

“Yeah, that one’s mine!” he remembered saying.  

Skyler, 21, is now a 6-2, 185-pound sophomore center at 
Quinnipiac University in Hamden, Connecticut, and although 
his dad can’t attend most of his games because of his 
demanding NHL schedule, he watches on TV, his phone or 
his laptop. Even during the Canes’ training camp, Rod 
hurried home to catch Quinnipiac’s overtime win against St. 
Lawrence.  

Then there are the postgame phone calls with words of 
advice and encouragement. 

“A lot of people think he’ll constantly bark up on me and 
teach me this and that, but he does a good job of separating 
the dad and the coach in him,” Skyler said.  

Although Skyler praises his father for his ability to balance 
the two roles in his life, Rod admitted it’s not as easy as it 
may seem. 

“I’m his dad first and I know when he has bad games, like 
this year he’s been struggling a little bit, or he feels like he 
has,” Rod said. “So, you don’t want to come down too hard 
on his play or anything, that’s the coaches’ job. But, it’s the 
coach in me, too. 

“At the end of the day, I try to pick him up when he’s down 
and get him back on track if I can. It’s a tough balance 
because you don’t want to be too harsh from the coaching 
end of things. Sometimes, he just wants to vent and you 
have to let that happen, too. I’ve got to be his dad first.”  

From Raleigh to Quinnipiac 

It’s no coincidence Skyler ended up at Quinnipiac. 

Coach Rand Pecknold’s sister-in-law, Anne, was best friends 
with Skyler’s mom and Rod’s ex-wife, Kelle. So Rod called 
the Bobcats coach looking for advice. 

“Hey, what path do you think I should have Skyler on?” Rod 
said he asked. “Because obviously North Carolina isn’t a 
hockey hotbed.” 

The advice: Selects Academy, the British Columbia Hockey 
League and then college.  

“He pretty much did exactly what I told him,” Pecknold said. 
“It all worked out that eventually, he came to Quinnipiac.” 

Since his arrival at the small, private college, Skyler has 
been elevated from the third line as a freshman to the 
second line this season. 

“He’s gotten faster,” Pecknold said. “His skating has 
improved. It was never an issue, always a strength, but I 
think it’s even more of a strength now.” 

Explosiveness was an area of focus since last season’s 
abrupt ending in late February. Skyler returned home, and 
was able to spend quality time with his dad, on and off the 
ice. The two had workout competitions in everyone from pull-
ups to ping-pong to basketball and pickleball. The loser 
usually has to do dishes or clean up after dinner. It wasn’t all 
that long ago that Rod was able to dominate Skyler in 
whatever sport they chose, but that has changed.  

“I hate to admit it, but he’s starting to win more than I am,” 
Rod said. “I mean, he’s 21, so I hung in there for a while, but 
I think he’s the champ right now.”  
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Skating with players like Justin Williams, Andrei Svechnikov 

While he may be dominating competitions against his dad, 
Skyler said working out with the Canes, which he was able to 
do when he returned home last March, is a far more daunting 
task. He spent time on the ice with players like Justin 
Williams, Andrei Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin, who 
remained in the area waiting for the season to resume after 
the NHL shut down due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

“It was awesome skating with those guys,” Skyler said. “It 
makes you better, for sure. You don’t wanna mess up out 
there and you work really hard to keep up. They’re great 
guys so it was a lot of fun to be able to do that.” 

“He’s still trying to get there obviously, but he can certainly 
hold his own in practice,” Rod added. “It’s definitely made 
him better being able to practice with the guys.”  

At Quinnipiac, Skyler thrives on the faceoff dot and prides 
himself in being a solid two-way forward, much like his 

father. However, his offensive production is something that 
both he and Rod acknowledged needs improvement.  

“I think he needs to get on the board a little more,” Rod said. 
“He worked a lot on his shot, so he needs to start trying to 
utilize that more.”  

He has two goals and eight assists in 25 games for the 
Bobcats (16-5-4), the 11th-ranked team in the country. As a 
freshman, he had 13 points in 34 games and earned team 
Rookie of the Year honors. 

While he’s close to 600 miles away from home, Skyler keeps 
a close eye on his dad’s team, especially with such high 
hopes for this season.  

“I think they have great potential to be really good again this 
year,” he said. “I think they can go all the way to the finals, I 
really do.”  

Skyler laughed, adding, “If they’re well-coached enough, I 
think they have a chance.”

 

With fans’ return to PNC, Hurricanes feel surge of excitement against Red Wings  

By Luke DeCock  

Standing for the final minute with the Carolina Hurricanes 
holding a three-goal lead, followed by the first Storm Surge in 
almost 13 months, the fans got what they wanted. Not just 
back in the building to see it with their own eyes, but just 
about everything they missed while they were gone. 

And as far as the Storm Surge goes, it was something 
everyone missed. The team’s trademark victory celebration 
had been on hiatus since last season shut down. There was 
no audience for it in the Toronto playoff bubble on “home ice” 
nor back on actual home ice when this season began. 

When Nino Niederreiter’s empty-netter secured a 5-2 win 
over the Detroit Wings with still more than five minutes to go, 
that left plenty of time for anticipation to build. The reward 
was a relatively vanilla surge by the Hurricanes’ outre 
standards but one attuned to the moment, their sticks raised 
at center ice to the scoreboard to salute Deepika Malhotra, a 
Rex Hospital respiratory therapist. 

“It was fun,” said first-year Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast, 
who had only been on the other side of the surge in the past. 
“We watched it before, so enjoying to be a part of it.” 

The 2,924 fans — a sellout, technically speaking — 
represented the new state maximum. It also represented just 
15% of PNC’s largest recorded hockey crowd, the standing-
room-only 19,495 who saw the Hurricanes win Game 4 of 
their sweep of the New York Islanders in 2019. The 
Hurricanes have sold nearly every ticket for the remaining 
seven home games this month, so that number is likely to 
come up again. And again. 

As normal PNC crowds go, it isn’t much. It is a big jump, 
though, from the 25 plus families and media who were able 
to witness the first eight home games in person. The officials 
no doubt appreciated the additional feedback. 

A crowd like that can cheer and ooh and aah and boo at the 
appropriate moments — and it was a restless bunch during 

the Hurricanes’ rough start — but it can’t generate the kind of 
volume that’s felt in the chest as much as the ears. That will 
have to wait. Still, while the numbers may have recalled 
those days of yore in Greensboro or the infamous friends-
and-family Halloween game in October 2000 when the 
announced attendance was 7,016, the enthusiasm did not. 

If you closed your eyes and didn’t know any better, you might 
not even realize the building not only wasn’t close to full, but 
was actually closer to empty. 

“Almost like a playoff game compared to what we were 
playing with before,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “It 
was great. They were loud. There was definitely some new 
life in the building.” 

While the return of fans in any significant number is 
something the Hurricanes have been mulling and 
considering since the pandemic began, with arena vice 
president Larry Perkins one of the country’s foremost experts 
in the area of arena safety and security, Thursday came 
quickly. Dave Olsen, PNC’s general manager, told the arena 
authority Wednesday that he expected eight weeks to 
prepare for the return of fans and ended up with eight days. 

Their return was one of the topics of conversation between 
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski and former Hurricanes captain 
Justin Williams on Krzyzewski’s XM Radio show that aired 
Thursday. The Duke coach knew the significance of the day. 
Just like college basketball, hockey isn’t the same without 
fans.  

“This is the first night where the Caniacs come back,” 
Krzyzewski said during his pre-UNC media availability 
Thursday. “(Williams) was talking about how hockey had 
been in a bubble and how their players are so excited.” 

The last time PNC Arena had more than a handful of people 
in the stands for a hockey game, the Hurricanes lost to the 
Colorado Avalanche on Feb. 28, 2020. That was the last 
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game before a six-game road trip that lasted five games — 
or 11 months, depending on perspective. 

The Hurricanes were staying in the Detroit hotel recently 
vacated by the NBA’s Utah Jazz when Jazz star tested 
positive for what at that time was just called the coronavirus 
and the world as we knew it started tumbling on every axis. A 
year to the day after The News & Observer’s banner 
headline announced the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in 

North Carolina, and all the doors everywhere started to 
close, PNC threw open the doors to hockey fans again. 

They weren’t the only ones happy they were in the building. 

“When you’re playing without fans, it’s a little boring,” 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov said. “When we saw 
them today, we kind of got that energy.” 

They all got what they wanted. A win. A Storm Surge. More 
than enough to cheer.

 

Hurricanes’ Brett Pesce fined $5,000 for dangerous trip on Red Wings’ Robby Fabbri  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes incurred their second player fine in 
two days Thursday night when defenseman Brett Pesce was 
fined $5,000 for a trip against Detroit Red Wings forward 
Robby Fabbri. 

Pesce’s trip, which the league deemed dangerous, came 
Thursday in the second period of the Canes’ 5-2 win over the 
Red Wings at PNC Arena. Pesce was assessed a minor 
penalty. 

Pesce’s fine was announced after the game by the NHL’s 
Department of Player Safety. The money will go to the 
Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund. 

Canes forward Nino Niederreiter on Wednesday was handed 
a $5,000 fine, the maximum allowed under the collective 
bargaining agreement, for a hit on Nashville Predators goalie 
Juuse Saros in Tuesday’s game.

 

Carolina Hurricanes treat fans at PNC Arena to 5-2 win over Red Wings  

By Chip Alexander  

There were no tailgates outside PNC Arena on Thursday. 
But there were fans in the building for the Carolina 
Hurricanes for the first time this season, making for a 
memorable night. 

There was noise. There was energy. There was life, a sense 
of some normalcy during the pandemic. Masks were 
mandatory, the excitement level optional — and it was pretty 
high much of the game. 

The Canes weren’t always at their best in their first home 
game after a five-game road trip, but they took charge in the 
third period for a 5-2 victory over the Detroit Red Wings. And 
the postgame Storm Surge returned, this night a simple 
raising of the sticks by the players as a salute to the 
returning fans. 

“They were cheering, doing their best. It was nice to see,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who earned his 100th win, 
said after the game. “At the end there when we started 
getting going there was definitely some emotion in the 
building, so we gave them something to cheer about.” 

On a night when the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov played 
against his older brother, Evgeny, for the first time, No. 37 for 
Carolina was clearly inspired. He scored the Canes’ first 
goal, on a power play, assisted on another and was fully 
engaged, on the move and pushing the play, and especially 
in the third on Jordan Staal’s line. 

“I think he was excited. You could tell obviously with his play, 
as well, that he wanted to win,” Staal said. “He’s a guy who 
wont take ‘no’ for an answer. To be against his brother I’m 
sure was icing on the cake for him.” 

Staal had a goal and two assists in being named the game’s 
first star, and Martin Necas, Jesper Fast and Nino 
Niederreiter each had a goal and assist for the Canes (16-6-
1), who have won four in a row. That offset a pair of goals by 
Filip Zadina of the Wings (7-16-3), the second on a power-
play. 

Necas had the most timely score of the game for the Canes. 
The winger tied it 2-2 with 1:15 left in the second period, 
blistering a top-shelf shot that set the tone for the Canes’ big 
push early in the third, when Staal and then Fast scored in 
the first three minutes. 

“We just decided we needed to get to our game,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’d been fighting it the whole night and 
were fortunate to be tied going into the third.” 

Niederreiter had an empty-net goal after the Wings pulled 
goalie Jonathan Bernier with more than five minutes left in 
regulation. 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, making his seventh start, picked up 
his fourth victory. Of his 33 saves, 11 came in the Canes’ big 
third, 

Teuvo Teravainen, who has been sidelined with a 
concussion, was back in the lineup and on a line with 
Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov.  

The announced attendance was 2,924. That was enough to 
enhance the game atmosphere. It also was a start. 

Staal’s goal, his eighth, came 45 seconds into the third and 
gave the Canes their first lead of the game. Staal was in the 
right place between the circles when a rebound popped out 
to him. 
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Fast’s goal, his third, came at 2:50 after Staal passed to 
Svechnikov, who then zipped a pass to Fast breaking in for 
the 4-2 lead. 

While the crowd didn’t pack the arena, all the fans stayed to 
see the Storm Surge. And the players properly saluted them. 

“It was almost like a playoff game compared to what we were 
playing with before,” Staal said. “It was great. They were 
loud. It definitely had some new life in the building the boys 
were excited about.”

 

Hurricanes use big third period to blow by Red Wings 

Jordan Staal had three points and Andrei Svechnikov ended 
his goal drought in the win 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes shook off a sleepy first two periods 
before overwhelming the Detroit Red Wings, winning 5-2 
Thursday in the team’s first game of the season with fans in 
attendance at PNC Arena. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Martin Necas, Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast 
and Nino Niederreiter scored for Carolina, and Alex 
Nedeljkovic made 33 saves to earn his fourth win of the 
season. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Third periods have been a nightmare of late for the 
Hurricanes. 

Not Thursday. 

After two lackluster periods, the Hurricanes were fortunate to 
be tied at 2. In the third, Carolina took over. Staal got the go-
ahead goal just 45 seconds into the final frame, and just over 
two minutes later his line struck again. Staal and 
Svechnikov’s forecheck forced a turnover, and Svechnikov’s 
last-second pass slid across to Fast for his third goal of the 
season. 

Staal finished with three points, having also assisted on 
Svechnikov’s power play goal in the first period, to snap out 
of his mini-scoring slump. It coincided with having 
Svechnikov back on his wing. 

“He can make anyone a lucky charm,” Staal said of 
Svechnikov. “He’s a player that creates a lot of energy and 
creates a lot of offense. When he’s going like that, he’s hard 
to stop. He’s one of our workhorses, and tonight was no 
different.” 

2. Raleigh served as a one-day City of Brotherly Love on 
Thursday. Not only did two of the Staal brothers, Carolina’s 
Jordan and Detroit’s Marc, play against each other again, but 
Andrei and Evgeny Svechnikov also played each other for 
the first time in the NHL. 

Both Hurricanes scored and Carolina got the win, making it a 
lopsided affair as far as bragging rights go. Evgeny 

Svechnikov did finish with an assist, his fourth point in as 
many games this season. 

3. Svechnikov’s 14 games without a goal against a goalie. 
Gone. Staal’s eight-game drought? Poof. Niederreiter’s 
seven-game swoon? Over courtesy an empty-netter. 

Carolina spent the night getting players out of their scoring 
funks, and they also got Teuvo Teravainen back in the 
lineup. 

The Hurricanes have now strung together four straight wins 
despite not putting a full 60-minute effort together in the past 
week. They hung around against an overmatched Red 
Wings roster, then flipped the switch in the third to pull away. 

Carolina is surely looking to piece together a full game, and 
getting the droughts out of players’ heads should help. 

“It was a little bit frustrating, but I try (not to) think about that 
and just try to put some pucks on the net and maybe 
something’s gonna go in,” Svechnikov said of previous his 
scoring struggles. 

Number To Know 

2,924 — The attendance at PNC Arena on Thursday, a 
sellout (given Gov. Roy Cooper’s 15% capacity mandate) in 
Carolina’s first game welcoming fans back to the stands. 
With the win, the team also treated the spectators to the first 
Storm Surge since Feb. 28, 2020, a 3-2 win over Colorado. It 
was a simple stick salute at center ice in honor of frontline 
workers during the pandemic and a subtle reminder of the 
connection the team and its fans shared over the previous 
two seasons. 

“The game felt like almost like a playoff game compared to 
what we were playing with before, so it was great,” Staal said 
of the fans. “They were loud and it definitely had some new 
life in the building that the boys were really excited about. 
Happy to see some fans and happy to get back to a little bit 
of normalcy and, hopefully, the numbers keep going and 
everyone stays safe.” 

They Said It 

“The guys gave me the puck after and I was like, ‘What for?’, 
and then kind of told me. So I had no idea, but that was nice 
of them.” 
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— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on being given the 
game puck after his 100th career win, of which he seemed 
unaware. He is 100-60-13 in two-plus seasons behind the 
Carolina bench. 

Plus 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — While Staal 
finished with three points, the Hurricanes’ Svechnikov was 
the best player on the ice. He broke through with his first 
non-empty-net goal in 14 games, scoring on the power play 
in the first period, and then set up Fast for his goal with a 
beautiful pass that felt like the death blow. 

And he did while out-dueling his big brother. 

Svechnikov said he “was a little nervous my first couple of 
shifts,” but he quickly took over the game. Not only did he 
snap his goal streak, but he also had several other chances, 
set up Fast’s goal, and set up the sequence that led to 
Staal’s goal. 

The combination of Staal and Svechnikov has been 
particularly fruitful this season. 

“I think about it from the other perspective if I had to coach 
against that, that would be tough,” Brind’Amour said of the 

pairing. “Or play against that? That’d be just tough. … 
There’s no real good matchup for any team when you have 
those two guys going.” 

Minus 

Brett Pesce, Hurricanes defenseman — Pesce was guilty of 
a deliberate slew foot on Detroit’s Robby Fabbri that even 
had his father, Brian, tweeting (and later deleting) that the 
play was dirty. Fabbri bumped Pesce in the neutral zone 
then the Hurricanes’ defenseman, trailing the Detroit forward, 
grabbed his shoulder and swept out his left leg. Pesce was 
penalized for tripping and the Red Wings scored their second 
goal on the ensuing power play. 

NHL Player Safety also responded less than an hour after 
the game ended, fining Pesce the maximum $5,000 rather 
than suspending him. Slew-footing is one of hockey’s dirtier 
plays and can lead to injury since it throws the victimized 
player backward with the risk of hitting their head on the ice. 
Fabbri was fortunate to have landed without injury, and 
Pesce — never disciplined previously by the league and not 
known as a dirty player — will probably gain a bit of a 
reputation because of the blatant nature of the play.

 

 

 

Canes Amped to Play in Front of Fans at PNC Arena 

Martinook: 'I'm fully expecting the Caniacs to be screaming 
as loud as they can tonight' 

By Michael Smith 

For the first time in over a calendar year, the Carolina 
Hurricanes will have fans back in PNC Arena. 

It will be just 15% of the building's capacity - close to 3,000 
fans to watch the Canes face off against the Red Wings - but 
even that is going to make a noticeable difference in game 
atmosphere compared to the artificial hum that's become 
commonplace in the last calendar year. 

"It's not a full building that we love to play in front of, but any 
sort of atmosphere is something you can build off of," said 
Jordan Martinook, the team's noted hype man. "It gives you 
a little more energy. Just to have that little bit of buzz in the 
building is something you can't replicate or take for granted." 

Arenas around the NHL have slowly begun to host a limited 
number of fans as COVID-19 vaccines continue to roll out. 
The Canes have played in front of small crowds in Dallas, 
Florida and Nashville already. 

The last time the Canes played in front of a partial home 
crowd was on Friday, Feb. 28. It's been a while - 370 days, 
to be exact. 

"When you don't have any fans, there's not much energy, but 
we try to get ourselves going," Andrei Svechnikov said. "It's 
going to be so much fun because you are going to see them 
and hear them." 

It's a beautiful spring-like day outside PNC Arena - the sun in 
shining, there's no chance of rain in the forecast (finally) and 
temperatures are hovering in the mid-60s - but current NHL 
protocol prohibits tailgating, a staple of the game experience 
in Raleigh. 

"[My dad] lives for the tailgating. That's what makes hockey 
here so cool," Martinook said. "The entire parking lot is full, 
people are honking their horns and playing games - I just 
remember the energy it gave me driving in." 

Tailgating will return at some point in the future, and crowd 
size will continue to grow until one day PNC Arena is full 
again. 

Until then, even having a fraction of a full building will provide 
a roar that the Canes haven't heard in quite some time. 

They're amped and ready. Are you? 

"The plays that get cheers - like a clear on a penalty kill, a 
blocked shot or a big hit - those are the ones you miss the 
fans for. The goals are the goals. You get the goal horn and 
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everybody cheers, but it's those little plays that almost hurt a 
little bit that the fans pull you through it," Martinook said. "I'm 
fully expecting the Caniacs to be screaming as loud as they 
can tonight." 

And what about the Storm Surge? 

"Watch the game," Martinook teased.

 

Recap: Canes Ride Three-Goal Third Period Past Red Wings 

Staal scores game-winning goal, adds two assists 

By Michael Smith 

Fans returned to PNC Arena for the first time in over a 
calendar year, and the Carolina Hurricanes gave them 
something to cheer about by scoring four unanswered goals, 
including three in the third period, to power past the Detroit 
Red Wings, 5-2. 

Jordan Staal recorded three points (1g, 2a), including the 
game-winning goal, while five other Canes skaters posted 
multi-point nights. 

The Difference 

It took 40 minutes, but the Canes finally came alive in the 
third period. 

"We weren't happy with the first two periods. We felt like the 
energy was low for us. We didn't have the momentum," 
Jesper Fast said. "Before the third period, we decided we 
wanted to take charge. Right from the drop of the puck, we 
showed that." 

The Canes claimed their first lead of the game just 45 
seconds into the final stanza and 125 seconds later, the 
same reshuffled line doubled the advantage. 

On an electric shift to open the period, Dougie Hamilton 
banged a shot off Fast in front of the net. The puck popped 
out to Jordan Staal, and he scored on the put-back. The goal 
was Staal's eighth of the season and first since Feb. 17. 

On the next shift for the new-look Svechnikov-Staal-Fast trio, 
Andrei Svechnikov dangled around a defender and slid a 
pass over to Fast for an easy tap-in. 

"We just decided we had to get to our game. We were just 
fighting it the whole night trying to find an easier way. We 
were fortunate to be tied going into the third. Then, the guys 
just started playing. You could see it," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Svech and Jordo, that line, they kind of 
took over early." 

Fist Bumps 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

While the Canes were struggling to find their game for the 
first 40 minutes, Nedeljkovic was on his. He made 33 saves 
on 35 shots to earn his second consecutive and improve to 
2-0-1 at home this season. 

In the second period, when the Canes were trailing 2-1, 
Nedeljkovic denied Anthony Mantha's breakaway 
opportunity, a save that quite possibly saved the game for 
the Canes. 

Nedeljkovic owns a 4-2-1 record on the season with a 2.26 
goals-against average and a .927 save percentage. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

It was a long time coming, but the brothers Svechnikov finally 
faced off for the first time, and Andrei comes away with 
bragging rights. 

"He was excited. You could tell with his game, as well. He 
wanted to win," Staal said. "He's a guy who won't take no for 
an answer. He's going to go do whatever he can to help win 
games. To beat your brother, as well, I'm sure was icing on 
the cake for him." 

It took the Canes just six seconds to strike on their first 
power play of the game on Tuesday in Nashville. Two nights 
later, the league's fourth-ranked power play needed only 
seven seconds to dent the scoreboard and tie the game at 
one in the first period. 

As he tends to do, Staal won the offensive-zone faceoff to 
begin the power play. Hamilton walked the puck along the 
blue line to the middle of the ice before dishing off to 
Svechnikov atop the left circle. Svechnikov stepped in and 
fired a laser wrist shot labeled for the far-side corner. Vincent 
Trocheck had the screen in front, and all he had to do was 
admire the shot. 

The goal was Svechnikov's first non-empty-net goal in a 
month. 

"Svech did what he had to do tonight. Got us going in the 
first, and then a really good third period. He was dominant, I 
felt," Brind'Amour said. "He was good." 

Martin Necas  

Down a goal late in the second, the Canes were in search of 
another equalizer to establish some sort of momentum 
heading into the third period. 

Necas delivered. 

From below the goal line, Nino Niederreiter spotted Necas in 
the high slot. Niederreiter's pass was deflected, but the puck 
still got to Necas, who rifled a perfectly placed shot into the 
upper-left corner of the net. 

From there, the Canes added three more goals in the third to 
finish with four unanswered. 

The Fans 

It had been 370 days since cheers and boos and woos filled 
PNC Arena, and even with 15% of capacity in attendance, 
what a difference it made in the game atmosphere. From the 
cheer at warm-ups to the aural anticipation as the team hit 
the ice for puck drop to the roar when the Canes took control 
in the third period, it was almost - just almost - like things 
were almost normal. Almost. 

"It was almost like a playoff game compared to what we were 
playing with before. It was great. They were loud," Staal said. 
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"It definitely brought some new life to the building that the 
boys were really excited about. Happy to see some fans and 
happy to get back to some normalcy." 

"It was definitely noticeable that there were some people 
there. They were certainly cheering and doing their best," 
Brind'Amour said. "There was definitely some emotion in the 
building. We gave them something to cheer about, which 
was nice." 

Rod Brind'Amour 

Brind'Amour registered his 100th victory as a head coach in 
the National Hockey League, and Staal awarded him the 
game puck in the locker room. 

"I was like, 'What for?' Then they told me. I had no idea. That 
was nice of them," a humble Brind'Amour chuckled. "It's 100. 
I mean, what's the top guy got? Like, a couple thousand? 
Peanuts in the grand scheme of things. It was nice of the 
guys to recognize it." 

Brind'Amour is the fastest coach in franchise history to reach 
the milestone. 

Stats Pack 

2,924: At 15% of PNC Arena capacity, the Canes' 
announced attendance of 2,924, the first game with fans 
back in the building in over a calendar year, is a sell-out. 

16-6-1: At 16-6-1, the Canes have posted their best record 
through 23 games in franchise history. Yes, even better than 
that season. 

15: Hamilton posted two assists and leads the team with 15 
helpers this season. The Canes' defenseman is now riding a 
four-game assist streak. 

Quote of the Night 

"Man, it's not good for you, I don't think, this coaching thing. 
It can't be healthy." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

The Canes will now enjoy a two-day gap in between games 
for the first of four times this month. The Florida Panthers 
come to town on Sunday. 

 

 

Super 16: Lightning reclaim No. 1, Wild enter NHL.com power rankings 

Oilers fall five spots, Canadiens drop out 

By Dan Rosen 

The Tampa Bay Lightning haven't allowed a goal in three 
games, a good enough stretch to vault them back into the 
top spot in the NHL.com Super 16 power rankings this week. 

The Boston Bruins, who were No. 1 last week, are No. 4. 

The Washington Capitals, New York Islanders and Chicago 
Blackhawks each moved up three spots, to Nos. 7, 10 and 
13. The Minnesota Wild jumped in at No. 12. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins fell three spots to No. 15, the 
Edmonton Oilers dropped five to No. 16, and the Montreal 
Canadiens fell out of the Super 16. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14, and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (15-4-1) 

Total points: 220 

Last week: No. 2 

Andrei Vasilevskiy has made 73 saves in three consecutive 
shutouts for an active shutout streak of 200:45. It's the 
longest of his NHL career and for any goalie this season, and 
2:01 behind John Grahame's Lightning record of 202:46 set 
from Jan. 17-29, 2006. Tampa Bay has won five consecutive 
games. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (14-4-1) 

Total points: 203 

Last week: No. 3 

Marc-Andre Fleury got his 100th win in his 168th game with 
the Golden Knights on Feb. 27, the second-fastest goalie to 
become his team's first 100-win goalie behind Tiny 
Thompson, who did it in 158 games for the Boston Bruins. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs (18-4-2) 

Total points: 200 

Last week: No. 4 

Auston Matthews was back in the lineup against the 
Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday after the center missed two 
games with a wrist injury. The Maple Leafs won the two 
games without Matthews by a combined 7-0 against the 
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Oilers. Goalie Frederik Andersen also returned after missing 
five games with a lower-body injury. 

4. Boston Bruins (12-5-3) 

Total points: 173 

Last week: No. 1 

David Krejci and Matt Grzelcyk returned to the lineup in a 2-1 
shootout loss to the Washington Capitals on Wednesday. 
Krejci, a center, missed four games with a lower-body injury. 
Grzelcyk, a defenseman, missed seven with a lower-body 
injury. Ondrej Kase also is skating on his own; the forward 
hasn't played since the second game of the season because 
of an upper-body injury. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes (15-6-1) 

Total points: 168 

Last week: No. 6 

The Hurricanes won three straight games after losing three 
in a row. They are 5-for-9 on the power play during the 
winning streak. Vincent Trocheck has scored in each of the 
three wins and the center leads Carolina with 12 goals. 

6. Florida Panthers (13-4-4) 

Total points: 144 

Last week: No. 5 

Frank Vatrano has scored in three straight games. The first 
goal was a game-winner and the other two have been game-
tying. The forward has scored seven goals in 21 games. 

7. Washington Capitals (13-5-4) 

Total points: 134 

Last week: No. 10 

The Capitals have a point in five straight games (5-0-1) and 
in eight of nine (7-1-1) after a 2-1 shootout win against the 
Bruins on Wednesday. 

8. Winnipeg Jets (14-7-1) 

Total points: 121 

Last week: No. 8 

Right wing Blake Wheeler has five games with at least three 
points, including three of his past five (nine points; two goals, 
seven assists). The Jets are 6-0-1 following a regulation loss. 

9. Colorado Avalanche (12-7-1) 

Total points: 111 

Last week: No. 7 

Defenseman Cale Makar has three games with an upper-
body injury and was not with the Avalanche to finish their 
road trip at the San Jose Sharks on Wednesday. He has 
scored 14 points (one goal, 13 assists) in 15 games. 

10. New York Islanders (12-6-4) 

Total points: 95 

Last week: No. 13 

The Islanders are 4-0-1 with nine goals allowed in their past 
five games. Rookie forward Oliver Wahlstrom has a point in 
each of the five games (six points; three goals and three 
assists). 

11. Philadelphia Flyers (11-5-3) 

Total points: 79 

Last week: No. 9 

The Flyers had a shutout streak of 160:11 end in the second 
period of a 5-2 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday. 
Center Sean Couturier has a seven-game point streak (five 
goals, six assists) and left wing James van Riemsdyk has a 
five-game streak (three goals, five assists). 

12. Minnesota Wild (12-7-1) 

Total points: 63 

Last week: NR 

Forward Mats Zuccarello has scored 11 points (three goals, 
eight assists) in nine games since making his season debut 
Feb. 16. He missed the first 11 games of the season with an 
upper-body injury. The Wild had their seven-game point 
streak (6-0-1) end in a 5-1 loss to the Golden Knights on 
Wednesday. 

13. Chicago Blackhawks (12-7-4) 

Total points: 58 

Last week: No. 16 

The Blackhawks are 12-4-3 after losing their first four games, 
including a win following each of their regulation losses. 
Forward Alex DeBrincat has a six-game point streak (three 
goals, six assists). 

14. St. Louis Blues (13-8-2) 

Total points: 49 

Last week: No. 14 

David Perron has scored a point in 15 of 19 games since 
Jan. 23, with 22 points (seven goals, 15 assists). The 
forward had one assist in his first four games. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins (12-8-1) 

Total points: 37 

Last week: No. 12 

The Penguins are 8-1-0 at home, where they play 11 of their 
next 15 games. Center Sidney Crosby is on the NHL COVID-
19 protocol list and missed a 5-2 win against the Flyers on 
Tuesday. 

16. Edmonton Oilers (14-11-0) 

Total points: 33 

Last week: No. 11 

The Oilers have lost three in a row to the Maple Leafs, 
scoring a total of one goal. 

Others receiving points: Montreal Canadiens 13, Los 
Angeles Kings 2, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 
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Dropped out: Canadiens (No. 15)  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 
11. Minnesota Wild; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
16. Los Angeles Kings 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Montreal 
Canadiens; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 
16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Winnipeg Jets; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Chicago Blackhawks; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Colorado 
Avalanche; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Boston Bruins; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 
9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. Chicago Blackhawks; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 
14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. St. 
Louis Blues 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 
11. New York Islanders; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. St. Louis 
Blues; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Boston Bruins; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. St. Louis 
Blues; 11. New York Islanders; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. 

Washington Capitals; 9. Chicago Blackhawks; 10. Winnipeg 
Jets; 11. St. Louis Blues; 12. New York Islanders; 13. 
Montreal Canadiens; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 9. Chicago Blackhawks; 10. Washington 
Capitals; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. Colorado Avalanche; 15. Minnesota 
Wild; 16. Columbus Blue Jackets 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Boston Bruins; 6. 
New York Islanders; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Chicago Blackhawks; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

BILL PRICE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Washington Capitals; 
8. New York Islanders; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Winnipeg 
Jets; 11. Philadelphia Flyers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. St. Louis 
Blues; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Winnipeg 
Jets; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Boston Bruins; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Florida Panthers; 
9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. 
Montreal Canadiens 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. New York Islanders; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Chicago Blackhawks; 13. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
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Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Edmonton 

Oilers; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Montreal Canadiens

 

Svechnikov scores two points for Hurricanes, defeats brother, Red Wings 

Forward has goal, assist; Carolina wins fourth in row 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Staal scored three points, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning streak to four 
games with a 5-2 win against the Detroit Red Wings at PNC 
Arena on Thursday. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Jesper Fast, Nino Niederreiter and 
Martin Necas each had a goal and an assist for the 
Hurricanes (16-6-1). Alex Nedeljkovic made 33 saves, and 
Dougie Hamilton had two assists. 

"We just decided we had to get to our game," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "We were just fighting it the whole 
night, trying to find an easier way. We were fortunate to be 
tied going into the third (period)." 

Filip Zadina scored both goals for the Red Wings (7-16-3), 
who have lost three in a row. Jonathan Bernier made 27 
saves. 

"We played good enough to win without a shadow of a 
doubt," Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said. "They had their 
chances too. We won more puck battles. We weren't perfect. 
We can't give up those two goals in the third, but a way 
better effort for us for sure. We've got to build on it." 

Svechnikov played against his older brother, Evgeny 
Svechnikov, for the first time in their NHL careers. Evgeny 
had an assist on Zadina's second goal. 

"I was a little nervous my first couple shifts, but after a couple 
shifts, I started thinking about my game," Andrei Svechnikov 
said. "I started focusing, and it was good after that." 

Brind'Amour earned his 100th NHL win in his third season 
with Carolina. 

"I did think it would be this stress because I was an assistant 
coach (for seven years)," Brind'Amour said. "But man, it's not 
good for you, I don't think, this coaching thing. Can't be 
healthy." 

The Hurricanes broke a tie with three goals in the third 
period. 

Staal gave Carolina a 3-2 lead 45 seconds into the period on 
a long rebound in the slot. Svechnikov slipped a pass across 
the slot to Fast for a backdoor tap-in to make it 4-2 at 2:50. 
Niederreiter scored an empty-net goal at 14:55 for the 5-2 
final. 

"We started to create a forecheck with our speed and started 
creating turnovers quickly," Staal said. "We just did a better 
job of that in the third." 

Zadina put the Red Wings up 1-0 when he took a pass from 
Vladislav Namestnikov and scored with a wrist shot at 10:54. 

The Hurricanes scored 21 seconds later on a power play. 
After Staal won the face-off, Hamilton set up Svechnikov at 
the top of the left circle to tie it 1-1. The forward had one goal 
in his previous 14 games. 

"It was a little bit frustrating, but I tried not to think about 
that," Svechnikov said. "On that shot, I saw a little hole 
actually. Their defenseman tried to block it, but I saw the little 
hole and tried to put it in there." 

Zadina scored his second on the power play. He took a pass 
from Adam Erne and went to one knee to score short-side 
over Nedeljkovic's glove for a 2-1 lead at 7:35 of the second 
period. 

"Obviously I was really glad for those goals I scored," Zadina 
said. "I've just got to shoot the puck more and good things 
will happen." 

Zadina, the No. 6 pick in the 2018 NHL Draft, had gone 11 
games without a goal. 

"I thought this game he took a major step forwards," Blashill 
said. "It's a hard league to score in. You can't get frustrated, 
you've got to stay with it. I think he's done a pretty good job 
of that." 

Vincent Trocheck fed Necas for a long wrist shot that 
knuckled under the crossbar to tie it 2-2 with 1:15 left in the 
period. 

NOTES: The Red Wings have scored a power-play goal in 
four straight games after not scoring one in 14 games. ... 
Brind'Amour (100-60-13) tied Toe Blake (Montreal 
Canadiens, 1955-57) for the 12th fewest games coached to 
reach 100 NHL wins. ... Carolina forward Teuvo Teravainen 
had two shots in 14:30 in his return to the lineup after 
missing seven games with a concussion. ... Andrei 
Svechnikov (20 years old) played his 173rd NHL game. 
Evgeny Svechnikov (24 years old) made his season debut 
Feb. 27 and played his 23rd NHL game. ... Blashill said he 
hopes to have forward Dylan Larkin (upper body) back 
sometime next week.
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Pesce fined $5,000 for actions in Hurricanes game 

Defenseman punished for tripping Red Wings forward Fabbri 

by NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK -- Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce 
has been fined $5,000, the maximum allowable under the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement, for a dangerous trip 
against Detroit Red Wings forward Robby Fabbri during NHL 
Game No. 365 in Carolina on Thursday, March 4, the 

National Hockey League's Department of Player Safety 
announced today. 

The incident occurred at 5:28 of the second period. Pesce 
was assessed a minor penalty for tripping. 

The money goes to the Players' Emergency Assistance 
Fund. 

 

Hurricanes take over in 3rd period, beat Red Wings 5-2 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast 
scored a pair of goals early in the third period to help the 
Carolina Hurricanes take over and beat the Detroit Red 
Wings 5-2 on Thursday night. 

Staal’s goal 45 seconds into the period broke a 2-all tie, 
while Fast — who assisted on Staal’s goal when a shot 
attempt bounced off him to set up that rebound putaway — 
followed by finishing at the crease off a perfect pass from 
Andrei Svechnikov at 2:50. 

Svechnikov, Martin Necas and Nino Niederreiter also scored 
for the Hurricanes, who came in tied for the second most 
points in the league. But they got off to a slow start against a 
team sitting near the bottom of the NHL standings despite 
playing their first home game in front of limited fans.  

Necas buried a shot from between the circles late in the 
second to tie it, then the Hurricanes controlled the final 20 
minutes to claim their fourth straight win and give coach Rod 
Brind’Amour his 100th NHL victory. 

“I thought we just decided we had to get to our game,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I think we were just fighting the whole 
night trying to I think find an easier way. We were fortunate 
to be tied going into the third. And then the guys just started 
playing.” 

Staal also had two assists while ending an eight-game goal 
drought, while Svechnikov had gone without a goal for six 
games. Niederreiter’s score was an empty-netter at 14:55, 
while Alex Nedeljkovic finished with 33 saves. 

Filip Zadina scored twice for the Red Wings, first for a 1-0 
lead in the first period and then a 2-1 lead midway through 
the second. Jonathan Bernier finished with 27 saves in the 
Red Wings’ third straight loss. 

“It’s tough,” Zadina said of the third period. “It is what it is. 
We’ve got to be better in the third, for sure. Then we have a 
chance to win the game.” 

FANS RETURN 

Carolina announced attendance of 2,924, which came after 
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper last week eased statewide 
restrictions on public gatherings because of COVID-19. 

The change allowed indoor sports venues seating more than 
5,000 people to host up to 15% of capacity. Fans scattered 
throughout the arena Thursday were required to wear masks 
and practice social distancing among the safety guidelines. 
The team also brought back its center-ice “Storm Surge” 
postgame celebration after home wins. 

FAMILY REUNION 

The game marked the first on-ice meeting between the 
Svechnikov brothers, Carolina’s Andrei and Detroit’s Evgeny. 

Andrei, who turns 21 later this month, was the No. 2 overall 
pick in the 2018 draft and has been a rising star for the 
Hurricanes ever since. He admitted being a little nervous 
early. 

“After a couple of shifts, I started thinking about my game, 
start focusing on that and it was good after that,” he said. 

Evgeny, 24, was the 19th overall pick in the 2015 draft. He 
missed the 2018-19 season with a knee injury and has two 
goals and two assists in four games this year, including an 
assist on Zadina’s second goal Thursday. 

PESCE FINED 

About an hour after the game ended, the NHL announced a 
$5,000 fine for Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce for a 
“dangerous trip” of Detroit forward Robby Fabbri at 5:28 of 
the second period. Pesce received a minor penalty for 
tripping at the time. 

INJURY UPDATES 

Carolina got a boost with the return of winger Teuvo 
Teravainen, who had missed seven games with a 
concussion. He was back alongside Svechnikov and 
Sebastian Aho on the Hurricanes’ top line and was on the ice 
for 14:30. 
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For Detroit, captain Dylan Larkin missed his fourth straight 
game with an upper-body injury. Red Wings coach Jeff 
Blashill said he hopes Larkin is ready to return next week. 

HE SAID IT 

“The guys gave me the puck after and I was like, ‘What for?’” 
— Brind’Amour on his 100th win. 

UP NEXT 

Detroit: The Red Wings return home Tuesday to start a two-
game set with reigning Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. 

Carolina: The Hurricanes host Florida on Sunday in the 
second of four straight home games.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Time To Step Up Edition 

The top 3 NHL performers from the past 7 days, in the Super 
Stats Spotlight presented by Energizer, this week we shine 
the spotlight on Andrei Vasilevskiy's shutouts galore, Mark 
Stone's 5-point night, and Chris Kreider rolling for the 
Rangers. 

By Rory Boylen 

What have you done for me lately? 

In sports, sometimes that's all that matters. Within the span 
of a month we saw Montreal go from juggernaut to juggernot 
as they fired their head coach. The New York Islanders were 
floundering a bit to start the season, but have found a groove 
again and we shake our heads at all who doubted Barry 
Trotz. 

If you're good, everyone loves you. And if you're bad, well, 
they might be calling for your job or a trade. 

So this week's edition looks at some players around the 
league whose time it is to stand up. These are mostly 
struggling players, but in some cases a surge in production 
would up trade value, better position the player for an 
upcoming contract negotiation, or just help the team more 
generally. 

As always, these rankings reflect the overall performance of 
these teams, with a bit more weight put into recent success. 
We are not ranking the players mentioned. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 
What a ridiculous exercise to do for a team without any real 
weakness. OK fine, let's go with Tyler Johnson, who no one 
claimed on waivers prior to the season and seems a likely 
bet to end up in Seattle via the expansion draft. His nine 
points in 19 games is more or less on par with his production 
in recent seasons, but for the Lightning to reconsider his 
future place on the team, he'll need to give more. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 
It's hard to pick out a step-up candidate for a juggernaut 
team without anyone underperforming much, so we'll nitpick 
a bit here. Reilly Smith has been solid in his own right, with 
one of the better Corsi percentages on the team at 5-on-5, 
and it's not as though his grip on a top-six spot is loosening 
at all. But we've come to expect more goals from him in 
recent years and he hasn't scored any since Feb. 7. It's not 

only a shooting percentage lull – his shot rates are down a 
bit per game. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
Frederik Andersen started this season like so many others 
before it: slowly. Instead of a shaky October, it was an 
unsteady January but he rebounded nicely in February and 
now has the same .909 save percentage he finished last 
season with. But can he sustain this turnaround the rest of 
the season and have an overall bounce-back season? 
Ultimately, Andersen will be judged on whether or not he can 
win the big game for the Leafs and that won't be determined 
until the playoffs. He has a new contract to play for and 
Toronto has to figure out if he's worth investing another $5-
million contract in for his age 32 season. 

4. Washington Capitals 
None of this is a knock on Ilya Samsonov, who we're just 
happy to see back in the crease after contracting COVID-19 
and battling that. "Had trouble breathing for a little bit there, 
and walking a bit," he said. Scary stuff. More than anything, 
we're rooting for him to return strong. In his first game back, 
he stopped 19 of 21 shots in a win over New Jersey and the 
Caps need him back at his usual level. Washington has done 
well playing through their COVID-related absences, staying 
at the top of their division with Vitek Vanecek in net. Give 
Samsonov some time, but the team will ultimately need him 
to regain control of the net comfortably. 

5. Boston Bruins 
Lack of secondary scoring has been a recent concern 
around the Bruins and signing Craig Smith to a three-year 
deal and $3.1-million cap hit this off-season was done to help 
that area of the team. He started well, with four points in his 
first six games, but ever since David Pastrnak returned and 
reclaimed his place on the top line, Smith has four points in 
13 games further down the lineup. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 
What is Dougie Hamilton worth on a new contract? For a guy 
who was in the Norris discussion before he got injured last 
season, you can see a path to something like the $8.8 million 
Alex Pietrangelo got as a free agent. But he has just a single 
goal this season and doesn't lead the Canes in ice time or 5-
on-5 scoring from defencemen. So, is he worth closer to 
Torey Krug's $6.5 million? A big second half will make his 
negotiations with the Hurricanes more interesting. 
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7. Colorado Avalanche 
Nathan MacKinnon's line will get theirs, but who leads the 
second wave? Brandon Saad was brought in to hopefully do 
that, but after a strong finish to January he's got on the score 
sheet in just one of his past eight games. It's time for the 
pending UFA to get going again. 

8. New York Islanders 
A solid goal scorer the past three seasons, Anthony 
Beauvillier was even taking a step last season before the 
pandemic pulled the plug in March 2020. But he's scored just 
a single goal in 13 games this season even though he's 
started more than 60 per cent of his shifts in the offensive 
zone. He'll be an RFA this summer, but this regression was 
not anticipated. 

9. Florida Panthers 
The team defence is much, much better this season, the 
offence is just as elite as it was in 2020 and backup Chris 
Driedger is giving the backup support every team hopes for. 
But $10-million goalie Sergei Bobrovsky still looks nothing 
close to the Vezina winner he's been in the past. He could 
find it at any time, and has been better lately, but he's not 
stealing games or finding consistency in his second season 
with that seven-year contract. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 
While the Blue Jackets aren't winning much these days, 
Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic have both been pretty 
productive in their new setting. Pierre-Luc Dubois hasn't had 
such a smooth transition, first getting injured, then getting 
eased into a return on the wing before going back to centre. 
He has points in two of his seven games with the Jets, but 
what you really want from Dubois is a strong defensive 
presence and an ability to tilt the ice. 

We haven't seen peak Dubois yet and the Jets have been 
outshot 60-45 when he's been on the ice, one of the more 
lopsided shot differentials on the team. Once he becomes 
the Dubois that made a name for himself against Toronto in 
last year's summer qualifier, it should help the Jets as they 
seek improvement as a defensive unit. 

11. Chicago Blackhawks 
After brother Ryan saw a steep rise in production as a 26-
year-old for the Rangers last season, Dylan Strome and the 
Hawks would like him to have a similar uptick and get back 
to the pace he was on two years ago. Whether that means 
he's doing it for the Hawks all season, or makes him a more 
attractive trade asset, remains to be seen. 

12. Minnesota Wild 
Healthy-scratched for Wednesday's game after an ill-advised 
shift led to Vegas's tying goal on Monday, Zach Parise 
should return with a chip on his shoulder. He has only one 
goal in his past 13 games, and if he turns on, the surprise 
Wild would become a lot scarier. 

13. St. Louis Blues 
Vince Dunn has been a trade candidate for the past few 
months, but injuries have opened up greater opportunity for 
him on the blue line in St. Louis. He's underperforming last 
season even though he gets heavy offensive zone usage 
and needs to get back to that level so that either the Blues 
can get a nice return in trade, or he can get a nice raise as 
an RFA this off-season. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers 
The Flyers' defence has been a bit of a disappointment, but 
having Carter Hart struggle as veteran Brian Elliott thrives is 
a surprise. Hart is the future of this crease and is in a 
contract season, but Elliott is earning more starts. Hart has 
allowed four goals or more in four of his past six starts, has 
an .893 save percentage and the league's fourth-worst goals 
saved above average at -6.02. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 
When Evgeni Malkin is fifth on his team in scoring, it's a 
disappointment. The 34-year-old has scored just four times 
this season, and only twice at even strength. He has one 
year left on his contract and if the new management in 
Pittsburgh considers big changes this off-season, Malkin will 
again be a part of trade rumours. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 
The hot start James Neal had last season is a distant 
memory as the grumpy goal scorer has been made a healthy 
scratch on occasion and mustered only two tallies all season 
(and they came in the same game). Even a stint with Connor 
McDavid on Wednesday didn't generate more than a single 
shot on goal. His $5.75-million contract will have buyout 
potential, though that could be tough to swallow in a flat cap. 

17. Arizona Coyotes 
Some great offensive performances have finally broken 
through at the top of the lineup, but only one forward outside 
the top six has scored more than two goals. They still need 
some depth production to come through, and we'd look to 
2015 11th-overall pick Lawson Crouse. After scoring 15 
times last season, the third-liner still doesn't have one in 
2021. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 
OK Drew Doughty, you want to be on more projected Team 
Canada Olympic rosters? You've got less than a year to 
make your case for one of those six spots and beat out a 
younger wave of exciting blue-line talent. The 17 points in 20 
games he's put up this year is a good start. 

19. Montreal Canadiens 
If Carey Price was performing as he did in the summer 
bubble, Stephane Waite would still be Montreal's goalie 
coach. The surprise dismissal Tuesday night was made to 
get a different voice in Price's ear and help improve his .893 
save percentage this season. Price shouldn't be losing 
games the way he has and, ultimately, should be helping 
Montreal steal games when the offence is struggling. 

20. New York Rangers 
Over the two seasons prior to this one, Mika Zibanejad was 
the NHL's 12th-highest goal scorer so the fact he's scored 
just twice in 20 games this season is really hurting the 
Rangers, whose offence ranks 24th. 

21. Calgary Flames 
Sam Bennett may want out of Calgary, but if he can't 
produce offence or do more to tilt the ice in his team's favour, 
there's not going to be enough of a market for the Flames to 
move a player who has suddenly shown up as an important 
part of the team in recent playoffs. 

22. Nashville Predators 
A few of the commitments GM David Poile has made on this 
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roster are looking regrettable right now, and the contract that 
pays Matt Duchene $8 million per season through 2025-26 is 
one of the more egregious. He's pointless in his past seven 
and is a team-worst minus-13. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 
Max Domi was brought in as a hopeful centre and that didn't 
work. So he was moved back to the wing and it hasn't been 
much better. Domi has a team-worst minus-11, while Josh 
Anderson is generally crushing it in Montreal. Domi's $5.3-
million cap hit for this season and next is looking 
questionable right about now. 

24. New Jersey Devils 
Where's the Nikita Gusev we saw last year who led the 
Devils in even-strength scoring? He's managed only four 
points and a team-worst minus-7 in that situation this 
season. As he heads toward extension talks or exploring free 
agency, the flat cap will make it hard for him to pull in $4.5 
million again if his production doesn't recover. 

25. Dallas Stars 
Miro Heiskanen set the bar so high for himself last season 
that we expect more than the zero goals and just two primary 
assists at 5-on-5. The Stars have a single win in their past 10 
and no player has been on the ice for more 5-on-5 goals 
against in that stretch than Heiskanen. If Dallas is going to 
turn this thing around, the young Heiskanen needs to be a 
leader. 

26. San Jose Sharks 
Another groin injury for Erik Karlsson has interrupted his 
season, but he did score his first of the campaign after 
coming back. Karlsson's declining production has been a 
concern and his five points in 15 games is so far continuing 
that trend. Big-money, long-term contracts are biting the 
Sharks and if Karlsson doesn't eventually recover his $11-
million cap hit for another six seasons is going to become a 
major issue. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 
It hasn't been a good year for any of the Canucks and 
frustration is starting to boil over. That's been most 

noticeable with J.T. Miller, who has caught the attention of 
fans and media for his body language during games. After 
scoring 27 goals in his first season with Vancouver, 
assuaging concerns that the first-round pick price tag to 
attain him was too costly, Miller has six goals in 23 games 
this season, including two in his past two games. The 
Canucks have been playing better hockey lately and not 
getting rewarded for it, so they'll look to their leaders to keep 
their heads down and pull them through. 

28. Ottawa Senators 
As the kids grow into the league and get more comfortable 
taking on lead roles, the Sens signed Evgenii Dadonov as a 
free agent to have some guaranteed veteran production. But 
the $5-million player has had one short good stretch this 
season and has been largely quiet outside of that five-game 
stretch last month. Dadonov is 10th in team scoring after 
finishing fourth on Florida's attack a year ago. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 
Year-over-year improvement had Anthony Mantha on track 
to be a 30-goal scorer in this league, but outside of a three-
game goal streak he's been rather quiet this season. Mantha 
has scored just six times in 24 games – and twice in his past 
10 – as the Red Wings' team offence sputters at the bottom 
of the league. Can he be a consistent driver for this team as 
it tries to emerge from a rebuild, or will he turn into a trade 
asset before his contract expires in a few years? 

30. Buffalo Sabres 
I mean, take your pick right? As they lose grip on yet another 
season, the Sabres are going to have to get into selling 
mode again. We've got to think pending UFA Taylor Hall will 
be on the block, but what will the return look like for a player 
with a single goal in 20 games? 

31. Anaheim Ducks 
Four goals and five points in 18 games for Adam Henrique 
doesn't measure up to his $5.825-million cap hit (which runs 
another three years). He's passed through waivers already 
this season, and if he does improve the Ducks could try and 
trade him (but likely retain some salary).

 

Hurricanes' Pesce fined $5K for 'dangerous trip' on Red Wings' Fabbri 

Brett Pesce delivered a blatant slew foot to Robby Fabbri 
while he was heading off for a change and was penalized for 
it.  

Carolina Hurricanes defenceman Brett Pesce has been fined 
$5,000 for a "dangerous trip" on Detroit Red Wings forward 
Robby Fabbri, the league announced Thursday. 

The incident in question occurred five minutes into the 
second period of the clubs' game on Thursday as Pesce, 
while skating behind Fabbri, used his right leg to sweep 

Fabbri's left out from under him, sending the forward to the 
ice. 

Pesce was assessed a minor penalty for the incident — his 
Hurricanes went on to win 5-2. 

His $5,000 fine is the maximum allowable under the league's 
Collective Bargaining Agreement. The sum will go to the 
Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund.
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Hurricanes’ PA Announcer Wade Minter adapting, engaging with fans in unusual season 

Carolina Hurricanes PA Announcer Wade Minter, like 
everyone else, has had to adjust the way he does his job to 
an unusual set of circumstances. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Since the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2015-16 season, Wade 
Minter had settled into a pretty normal routine. For every 
Hurricanes home game, he’d be stationed in the penalty box, 
calling out goals, lineups, penalties, announcements, 
promotions, etc. as the team’s PA announcer.  

Between that, his “day job” as a Product Principal at 
Dualboot Partners, where he brings his years of technology 
leadership experience to new projects, also PA announcing 
for NC State hockey, doing improv at ComedyWorx, RTP180 
- a monthly talk series run through the RTP Frontier co-
working space and playing on two beer league hockey 
teams, Minter had plenty to occupy his time. But then, along 
with the entire world last March, all of that came to a halt at 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. With the NHL hitting 
pause on its season, there were no games to call. Minter 
found himself in an unusual situation, with much more free 
time than normal on his hands.  

“It was like somebody flipped a switch and I had nothing to 
do,” Minter said. “It was hard for me, I think, to adjust to that 
much free time. I love my wife and I love my kids, but that 
very abrupt change in routine and the dopamine hit that I get 
from being in the arena with the fans and being a part of the 
whole game experience, that sudden shut off of all of my 
creative outlets, it hit me and it took a little while to kind of 
adjust to that new reality.” 

As everyone was challenged to do with life as we know it 
turned upside down, Minter found new ways to occupy his 
time. He busied himself with catching up on technology 
projects, rewriting an old software program for the sound 
system at his improv group, and developing a way for 
ComedyWorx, where his oldest daughter, Hayley, had also 
begun performing pre-COVID, to do improv shows online. 

Starting last fall and into early December, Minter was able to 
get back to playing with his beer league teams, the Raleigh 
Puckaneers and Motley Crew Hockey, before rec hockey 
was shut down again due to COVID spikes. Minter 
unfortunately contracted COVID around the holidays, but has 
long since recovered.  

While he found things to keep him engaged and entertained, 
the news of the NHL’s return to play was more than 
welcome. Minter called finding out that, of all the potential 
scenarios floated, NHL teams would be playing in their home 
arenas, which would mean a return to work for him, “a 
delight.” 

“When it came out that the teams were going to be playing 
home games in the real game production and it was going to 
be broadcast on TV, that was something that really gave me 
a little glimmer of joy and hope after a pretty tough year,” he 
said. “So I was able to get a couple NC State games under 
my belt to knock the rust off, then get right back into calling 
Canes games.” 

However, it quickly became apparent that, as with every 
other facet of life that’s resumed in the time of COVID, the 
experience would be different. 

Making adjustments 

Sometime before the Hurricanes’ season was scheduled to 
begin, Minter returned to PNC Arena for a game production 
dry run that included the artificial crowd noise, DJ Mista Illz 
playing music and Minter practicing calling goals through a 
wireless mic off an old game on the jumbotron. 

Already, there were signs that things were going to be 
different, with most of PNC Arena boarded up, and Minter’s 
seat moved from the penalty box to a table set up in section 
119. Still, he acknowledged that practicing his role inside 
PNC Arena for the first time since February 2020 was an 
emotional moment. 

“The first time on that simulated game that showed up on the 
jumbotron that I got to call out a goal, I’m not going to lie, I 
got a little teary, because it had been a very long time since 
I’d been able to do that,” Minter said.” 

Of course, with no fans outside of a small group of player 
friends and family in the lower bowl, Minter knew his 
announcing style was going to change dramatically. After all, 
he’s someone who very much tries to feed off the crowd, and 
there would be no crowd.  

Minter decided he still wanted to play to his audience as best 
as possible, even if his audience was mostly watching from 
afar. 

“For me, the challenge I gave myself was, if there were no 
fans in the building, or minimal fans in the building, and most 
of the Caniacs are watching the game on TV, what can I do 
from my role to make sure that this comes across really 
authentic and fun on TV,” he said. “Because that’s going to 
be a little bit of a different approach, then how is this going to 
come across in the arena bowl. So I’ve tried tweaking a few 
things and changing some timings, so that if you’re watching 
at home and you hear me, it feels like a Canes game.” 

For Minter, changing his process included “making things on 
the mic a little bigger and more pronounced” so his 
announcements and calls could be heard on TV, and making 
announcements such as “Caniacs get loud, your Hurricanes 
are on the power play,” after the puck drops, when such 
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announcements would have previously been made in-arena 
during TV timeouts.  

“I’m really just trying to be cognizant of the fact that the 
majority of the people listening to what I’m saying are doing 
so in a very different medium,” Minter said.  

Of course, starting this Thursday, Minter will again be 
adjusting, as the Hurricanes will begin allowing fans up to 
15% of PNC Arena’s capacity.  

While he’ll have a live audience to read and react off of 
again, Minter anticipates using a hybrid of his old and new 
styles with most of his listeners still taking in the action from 
home. He’ll make calls that will read and react off of the 
audience that he can see and hear, but keep some of his 
changes such as making the power play call after puck drop.  

“I think the thing that I’m interested to see is that I think the 
game production staff is still kind of working out how much of 
the fans in the arena stuff that has been dropped off of the 
game production comes back,” Minter said. “Right now, I 
basically introduce starting lineups, anthems, goals, 
penalties, end of the period, one minute. All of the kind of 
game logistic stuff. …  

“So I’m wondering, and I don’t know the answer to that, how 
much of that pre-pandemic game presentation is going to be 
coming back. I’m sure they’re not going to have fans on the 
ice because the way they’ve segregated everything, but are 
there going to be any giveaways? Are there going to be 
features on the video board? If so, how does that play to the 
people in the audience as well as the folks watching at 
home?” 

Unfortunately for Minter, some of the things he’s missed 
most about having fans in the building, such as hugs and 
high fives on the concourse, and fans banging on the glass 
are not likely to return anytime soon.  

Still, Minter has found positives to his new station. Sitting 
higher up in the stands, it’s a lot easier for him to actually 
watch and take in the game action than it was from down in 
the penalty box, and with fewer announcements to make 
than there were with fans in the arena, he has more of an 
ability to do so. 

“It is fun watching the game,” Minter said. “I think the reason 
all of us are fans and support the team is because it’s such a 
fun game to watch. When you’re working during the game, 
it’s a little bit of a different approach. This is kind of a hybrid 
where I’m certainly working, I’m certainly having to do my 
job, be fun, be professional, but there’s more time to look 
back on when I could just sit there and watch plays develop, 
see what the coaching strategy was and what the players are 
doing. So if you’re looking for a silver lining, that’s certainly 
one that I’ve enjoyed.” 

That new ability Minter has to watch the game is something 
he’s tried to share with the audience at home through 
analysis on his Twitter account.  

He’s tried to point out odd or good plays where the TV 
cameras might not be pointed, or help people feel more 
connected to the game they’re watching.  

“I’ve tried as hard as I can to kind of be the proxy for the fan 
inside the arena, because they can’t be there but I can,” 
Minter said. “So I try to look for things that might be relevant, 
might be missed on TV, things the fans might have noticed if 
they were in the building sitting where I’m sitting, and try to 
provide that perspective on social media, really to just 
enhance people’s viewing of the game and enjoyment of the 
season.” 

Of course, engaging with the fans is nothing new for Minter.  

Being accessible 

Interacting and engaging with fans, particularly on Twitter, is 
something Minter’s strived to do even before this season.  

For Hurricanes road games, he records videos of “road goal 
calls” and posts them on his Twitter account. Anyone who 
follows Minter knows he’s always good for a gif, joke, quip, 
bun, banter or just some good hockey discussion. 

“I love what I do,” Minter said. “When you love what you do, 
you want to share it with other people. So for me, being able 
to know that I’ve made somebody laugh, given them a little 
bit of insight or created a moment in a sea of calamity that 
might have made their day a little bit better is really important 
to me.” 

For Minter, who is a longtime Hurricanes fan and could be 
found in the stands on a nightly basis before taking over as 
PA announcer, remembers how much any interaction with 
someone involved with the team used to mean to him.  

Minter tries to make himself accessible, and by engaging 
with the fans, he’s hoping to provide that experience to 
someone else. 

“I’m hoping by making myself accessible, bantering and 
doing things that are fun in a positive way that the folks who 
might Tweet at a player and not get a response and be like 
‘Oh, that’s disappointing’ can Tweet at me and get a gif back 
or fun remark, some banter and feel like the team as a whole 
knows that they exist, values them and is having fun,” he 
said. “Canes social media is top notch. That’s the official 
team stuff. They do an amazing job and have really upped 
the bar for fan interactivity. I really just try to ride their 
coattails a little bit and make sure that folks who want to 
interact with the team’s PA announcer have a good 
experience doing so.” 

In a year where fans are separated from the team, Minter 
finds making himself accessible and trying to find as many 
different ways to engage with the fans as possible to be even 
more important.  

“There’s a lot of things I can’t do, but there are also things 
that I can try and innovate and do something to bring a little 
closer connection between the fans and the team through 
some of the things that I can do, which I think are especially 
important in a year where that connection is more tenuous, 
because you’re not in the building,” Minter said. “You’re not 
with your fellow fans. You’re not tailgating. So if I can find 
little ways to make people feel more connected to the team, I 
feel like it’s part of my job description just like calling out 
goals.” 
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One new element that has emerged this year is “Minter Mail,” 
in which Minter selects fans to receive his call sheets from a 
Hurricanes home win. The idea actually stems from a 
postgame tradition Minter started pre COVID, in handing the 
sheets over the back of the penalty box to fans nearby 
following wins.  

That, of course, isn’t possible this season, so Minter adapted 
once again in turning it into a virtual giveaway. 

“In the vein of what can I do within the limited scope of 
control I have over fan experience to bring people closer to 
the game, it was kind of a case of ‘I’ve got these things. They 
were part of a game that I’m sure you wanted to be at, but 
because of current circumstances couldn’t, would anyone 
find this to be an interesting souvenir, a snapshot of a 
moment in time that you couldn’t be at but you really wanted 
to, but yet here’s a piece of paper that was there that can 
remind you of whatever that game was.’  

“I just kind of threw it out there, and a few people were like 
‘Yeah, that would be fun, I’d like that.’ And then a few more 
and then a few more. Now, the last time that I threw one out, 
it was over a couple hundred people replying saying they 
want it, which is gratifying that this little thing that is not really 
a big imposition on me is something that people value. Now 
I’ve got something that I can do for the rest of the season to 
hopefully make people feel a little more connected, and give 
them a little keepsake that maybe they’ll value.” 

However, any who follow Minter know his penchant for 
creativity. It’s not just any response to a Tweet that will make 
someone eligible for “Minter Mail.” Throughout the season, 
Minter has done different contests for the sheets, such as 
having Twitter users send their best memes and allowing his 
daughters to pick their favorites.  

Minter even alluded that a future contest might see him ask 
fans to step into his shoes and send a video of them calling 
out a goal for their favorite player, and he and/or his family 
will pick their favorites. 

“I try to make it fun,” Minter said. “One of the things that I’ve 
learned from 20-plus years in comedy is that there’s a lot of 
different ways to make things entertaining. Part of it is trying 
to keep it fresh so that it’s not just ‘Oh, it’s after a game, I’m 
going to replay Hi, and it’s going to randomly pick 
something.’ I want to keep people on their toes, make it fun. 
… So I’m trying to keep it fun and different so people have 
something to look forward to, like, ‘Oh, what weird thing is he 
going to do after this game to give the sheets away?’” 

One of Minter’s more engaging giveaways was one that 
involved replying with something nice about someone else 
on Twitter, one that provoked a heartwarming display with 
nearly 200 responses of people complimenting their fellow 
fans.  

For Minter, it was a way to spread positivity in an online 
environment that is all too often lacking it. 

“It means a lot,” Minter said. “Twitter, like the rest of the 
Internet, is highly problematic in a lot of cases. Especially if 
you’re a woman or a minority, it can be a pretty vicious place, 
which isn’t how things should be, but unfortunately they are. 
So the thing I really like about Canes Twitter is that by and 
large, it’s a very supportive group. People generally come 
into it with good intentions and good faith. I think we all like 
each other to a large extent. So the idea was, there’s a lot of 
really cool people in Canes Twitter, there’s a lot of cool 
people that I don’t know about and I don’t follow because it’s 
bigger than just I am. If we can just take a moment to talk 
about how much we appreciate folks in the community who 
are helping us get through this crazy time, then all the better. 
If you win a sheet by doing it, awesome, but if not, you’ve 
told somebody that their contributions and personality are 
meaningful and we all need to hear that sometimes.” 

As this season continues, Minter isn’t sure what things will 
look like for his experience and duties as the circumstances 
change with fans beginning to return.  

One thing’s for sure, he’s doing something he loves, and 
something the past year has given him an even greater 
appreciation for. 

“To me, it’s really meant a connection to a team that I started 
watching when I moved to Raleigh in 1999, then followed the 
ups and downs,” Minter said. “I had the opportunity in the 
2019 season to call an Eastern Conference Final game or 
two, even though it didn’t quite turn out the way we wanted it 
to. After a 10-year playoff drought and what was looking to 
be another good playoff season when COVID hit, I was able 
to record a couple of things for the Toronto bubble which 
were nice, but not really like being there. So from the 
excitement of an Eastern Conference Final run, through a 
really good season that got cut short and then completed in 
my absence, being able to be back in the arena and be back 
on the mic has been a continuation of a lot of really good 
feelings and something that for me is a very meaningful part 
of my life.”
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Svechnikov, Martinook on a special night 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan Martinook and Andrei Svechnikov 
spoke with the media following Thursday’s morning skate. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

When the Hurricanes return home to face the Red Wings 
Thursday night, it’ll be a special night for a number of 
reasons. It’ll be the Canes’ first time playing in front of at 
least some of their home crowd (15% capacity at PNC 
Arena) in over a year. Andrei Svechnikov will face his 
brother, Evgeny, for the first time in their careers. 

And, of course, the Hurricanes are looking to extend their win 
streak to four games and put two points in the bank. 
Svechnikov, Jordan Martinook and Rod Brind’Amour spoke 
to the media Thursday morning, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On players returning from injury: We’re still a game time 
decision, I think we’re hoping [Teuvo Tervainen] will play 
tonight. He went through the morning skate, I think we’ll kind 
of see how it goes tonight in warmup. I would hope that he 
might be the one guy that gets in. The other one you’re 
asking about would be [Jake Gardiner]. That was his first real 
skate today with us, so he’s not playing and then [Petr 
Mrazek] we’re still waiting on. 

On playing in front of fans: I don’t know what to expect. I 
think in the other buildings where there’s been [fans], I don’t 
even know how many, but it feels pretty good. It definitely 
feels better than nobody in there. So I’m hoping that only that 
small amount is still providing a little more energy from the 
guys and makes the game a little more exciting.  

On Andrei Svechnikov playing against his brother: I think it’s 
a great moment for him and his family. I don’t know how 
excited I am about it. I hope he plays the game the right way 
and doesn’t let up. Your friends and family after the game, I 
hope that’s his mental approach. I think it’s a special day 
whenever you have these kind of matchups, and maybe two 
or three years down the line, it won’t be that special. But that 
first one for sure is. 

On Petr Mrazek returning and inserting him into the goalie 
lineup: It’s kind of up to him to let us know when he feels like 
he can play. He’s practicing pretty well. He has to be 
confident in his ability to do it or it’s a moot point. When he 
gives us the OK, then we have that decision done. To your 
second point, which is how do we handle it, I’ll be honest 
with you, I’m kicking down the curb until I have to figure it 
out. 

On tonight’s starter: [Alex Nedeljkovic]’s going to play 
tonight. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if he got any sleep last night getting ready to play his 
brother: I actually got some sleep. It was actually good sleep. 
But obviously I was too excited and couldn’t fall asleep for 
probably 30 minutes. But I feel asleep after, and I’m 
obviously super excited. It’s going to be fun.  

On if he’s had a chance to talk to his parents: I didn’t talk to 
them yet this morning but I talked with them all day 
yesterday. I’m very proud of my parents, but they raised me 
and my brother. They’re super excited, they’re going to 
watch our game from home. 

On playing in front of fans: It’s huge. When you don’t have 
any fans, you don’t have that energy. We try to get ourselves 
going, but obviously it’s going to be lots of fun even with 
3,000. But it’s going to be so much fun, because you’re going 
to see them and hear them. 

On if he asked Jordan Staal about playing against his 
brothers: I didn’t ask. But in the past couple years, he’s 
obviously excited to play his brothers. But I think he kind of 
gets used to it because they’ve already been in the league 
for so long. So it’s always excited, especially now when you 
play the first time, I think it’s a special day for us. 

Jordan Martinook 

On if he’ll need to tone down his ‘Mistah Svechnikov’ so 
Evgeny doesn’t hear him: If he hears me from our dressing 
room, then I think our guys will be ready to go if I can do it 
that loud. I don’t think I need to tone it down. 

On Andrei Svechnikov getting to play his brother: I’ve met 
Evgeny too, and they’re both great people. If I had a brother, 
that would probably rank up there on one of the coolest 
moments in their lives. I’m sure they’re both super excited 
about it. I’m guessing we’re going to have a pretty motivated 
Andrei, because I don’t think he’s going to want to lose to his 
big bro. 

On playing in front of fans: I think obviously it’s not a full 
building like we love to play in front of, but any sort of 
atmosphere is something that you can build off of. It just 
sucks not having the fans involved. I think even this last road 
trip, Florida and Tampa had a decent amount of people 
there. Even on the road, it gives you a little bit more energy. 
Just to have that little bit of buzz in the building is just 
something that you can’t replicate or you can’t take for 
granted. I think this last year, seeing how we’ve had to 
handle this and not play in front of people, guys definitely 
miss them and appreciate so much what the fans bring to the 
game. 

On the Hurricanes’ three-game winning streak: I think our 
starts have been a lot better, but our finishes haven’t been 
great. So I think getting out to the lead has been a key and I 
don’t know if it was fatigue or what it was, we just kind of let 
our foot off the gas a couple times and let teams back into it. 
I think moving forward, if the game’s going the way it’s going 
for us and we’re playing fine, we just need to stick with that 
recipe and don’t change anything. And then we should be 
able to close out games a little better instead of giving every 
guy on the bench and probably every person watching at 
home a little bit of a heart attack.  

On what ways the fans will impact the game: I think the 2700 
that are going to be here are probably going to try and make 
up for the 16,000 that aren’t. I fully expect every person in 
the building tonight to be screaming as loud as they can. 
Even just, I like the plays that get cheers, like a clear on a 
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penalty kill, a blocked shot or big hit, those are the ones that 
you miss the fans for, and you get the goal horn and 
everybody cheering, but it’s those little plays that almost hurt 
a little bit that the fans pull you through it. I’m fully expecting 
the Caniacs to be screaming as loud as they can tonight. 

On having to brush off sluggish third periods: I think we want 
to figure out what’s going on there, but especially when 
you’re playing every other day, you have to have a short 
memory of each game. I feel like your mind switches to the 
next team so quick, because I don’t even know many games 
we’ve played in the last week but it feels like we’ve played 
every day. So it’s definitely you have a short memory in that 
sense because you’re playing every day, and I think this 
week it’s a new team every day. So you try and brush it off, 
but you definitely want to fix what’s been kind of creeping in 
there. 

On the fan cutouts and tailgating: I did see some cutouts. I’ve 
actually seen Evander Holyfield in the corner there, so that 
was a good one. For that second question, that’d probably 
be a better question for my Dad, because he lives for the 
tailgating. But that’s what makes hockey here so cool, just 
because I think my first year when you’re driving to the rink 
when we were in the playoffs there, the entire parking lot’s 
full, people are honking their horns and playing games. I just 
remember the energy it gave me driving in and seeing all 
those people. Even not in the playoffs, even games last year, 
when they’re out there, I feel like you can build off your 2.5 
hours away from the game and you see them there getting 
ready, it definitely energizes you.  

On talk of any postgame celebrations for a win: Watch the 
game.

 

Hurricanes win Svechnikov Showdown, Down Red Wings 5-2 

Andrei Svechnikov delivers big moments against brother 
Evgeny, Hurricanes defeat the Red Wings 5-2. 

By Brett Finger  

All the talk entering Thursday night’s game between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Detroit Red Wings centered around 
the excitement of two brothers going head-to-head. 

And, of course, I’m talking about the long-awaited rematch 
between Jordan and Marc Staal! 

It was a truly unique night of hockey in Raleigh. Fans were 
welcomed back into PNC Arena (at 15% capacity) for the 
first time since February 28, 2020, Rod Brind’Amour had a 
chance to hit 100 regular-season wins as an NHL head 
coach, and the actual big family story was Andrei Svechnikov 
and Evgeny Svechnikov finally going toe-to-toe in the NHL. 

It wasn’t pretty, but the Canes got it done. 

After a strong first few shifts in the offensive zone, Carolina’s 
5-on-5 games started to fall asleep as the first period went 
on. Detroit’s first big chance came on a long breakaway 
opportunity for Filip Zadina, but Alex Nedlejkovic kept them 
off the board with a composed pad save. 

That chance certainly woke up the Red Wings’ game, as Jeff 
Blashill’s bunch started to strike back with scoring 
opportunities and, eventually, the game’s first goal as Zadina 
got payback for his earlier missed opportunity. The young 
Czech forward snuck a shot under the blocker of Nedelkovic 
on a goal that he would likely want back. 

Detroit didn’t have much time to build on the lead, though. 
Just 14 seconds later, Adam Erne went to the box and then 
seven seconds after that... Svech happened. 

It was Andrei who broke through in the first period of the 
Svechnikov Bowl by way of his patented laser-beam wrist 
shot from the left circle over the glove of Jonathan Bernier. 

Despite Carolina’s quick answer to the goal, Detroit 
outplayed them in their first period back in front of fans at 
PNC Arena. The Wings outpaced the Canes on the shot 

clock and in the scoring chances category, which led to a 
number of close calls deep in the Carolina zone. 

Unfortunately for the Canes, the second period didn’t start off 
any better than the first ended. Jordan Staal took an 
“interference” penalty (or so it was called) mere moments 
into the frame. Carolina did great work killing off the penalty, 
but they were forced back into work three and a half minutes 
later when Brett Pesce slew-footed Robby Fabbri in front of 
the benches. 

On the ensuing power play, a blown coverage, a loose puck, 
and a goalie just off his near-side post led to the Red Wings 
taking a 2-1 lead. It was Zadina who, again, beat Ned. This 
time, by way of a well-placed shot on the glove side. 

The Hurricanes were dealt an olive branch back into the 
game at 11:03 of the period when Evgeny Svechnikov got 
whistled for tripping. Carolina went on to maintain offensive 
zone puck possession for nearly two whole minutes as the 
top unit never left the ice. Bernier was there to shut down 
any quality chances, though, and the Detroit penalty kill 
didn’t break during the long sequence. 

After that, the ice stayed tilted in the Canes’ direction at 5-on-
5. They struggled mightily to move the puck up the ice, and 
Detroit did a great job of applying pressure on their 
breakouts and stifling any forward progress. 

Late in the period, the Vincent Trocheck line finally put the 
puck into the Detroit zone, and it ended with a merciless 
snipe off the stick of Martin Necas to tie the game at two. 

That shot knotted the game up once again, but the story 
through 40 minutes was Carolina’s inability to penetrate 
Detroit’s defense and create offense. Nedeljkovic’s effort and 
the Canes’ skill were the lone things keeping the game 
where it was. 

Carolina had an expected goal share of 41.66% at 5-on-5, 
which is terrible, but it’s even more terrible against one of the 
worst teams in the league. 

Let’s just say that their xGF% improved a little bit in the 
third... 
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Rod Brind’Amour shuffled his lines, and a result of that was a 
trio of Svechnikov, Staal and Jesper Fast. And let me tell 
you, they got off to a... Fast start. 

On the opening shift of the period, Svechnikov very nearly 
scored a beautiful breakaway goal, but he was not deterred 
after being stopped by Bernier. The Canes maintained 
possession, Svechnikov worked the puck across the ice to 
Hamilton, who blasted a slap shot directly into the shins of 
Fast. Luckily, the rebound bounced right back out to Staal, 
who ended his goal drought with a go-ahead goal at 45 
seconds of the third period. 

Two minutes later, on that line’s very next shift, they just 
went ahead and scored again. 

Svechnikov and Staal combined to force a defensive zone 
turnover, and then Svech and Fast reloaded to create a short 
2-on-2 rush. Svechnikov puck-handled his way around a 
stick and then slid a perfect pass to stick of Fast, who won 
his battle in front, to extend the Carolina lead to two goals. 

For the first time all night, the Canes truly controlled play for 
an extended period of time. The first half of the third period 
saw Carolina dominate Detroit and set the table for an 
opportunity to close the game out and extend their win streak 
to four games. 

And that’s exactly how it panned out. The Hurricanes saved 
their best period for last, and Nino Niederreiter’s empty-net 
goal with 5:05 left on the clock (yes, they pulled Bernier that 
early) allowed the 2,924 fans in attendance to sit back and 
enjoy the final few minutes of hockey. 

With their fourth straight win, the Canes improved to 16-6-1 
on the season and took over in first place of the always-
changing Central Division. 

Carolina will get a very rare two off-days before their next 
game day on Sunday against the Florida Panthers.

 

They Said It: Staal, Svechnikov, Fast, Brind’Amour on win over Red Wings 

Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov, Jesper Fast and Rod 
Brind’Amour spoke to the media Thursday night after a 5-2 
win. 

By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker 

The Hurricanes overcame a poor start against the Detroit 
Red Wings Thursday night at PNC Arena, scoring four 
unanswered in a 5-2 thanks to goals from Jesper Fast, 
Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov, Martin Necas and Nino 
Niederreiter. The team also played in front of fans at 15% 
capacity (2,924) for the first time in over a year.  

Staal, Fast, Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour, who won his 
100th career game as a head coach, spoke to the media 
after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything they had 
to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On what he knows now after his 100th win that he didn’t 
know after his first: Too much. I did think it was going to be 
this stressful, because I had been an assistant coach for a 
long time. But man, it’s not good for you, I don’t think. This 
coaching thing. It can’t be healthy. 

On the changes going into the third: We just decided we had 
to get to our game. I think we were just fighting it the whole 
night, I think, trying to find an easier way. We were fortunate 
to be tied going into the third and then the guys just started 
playing. You could see it, here’s our game. Obviously we had 
a couple big performances. [Svechnikov], [Staal] and [Fast], 
that line was there early. Then you can kind of cruise, but I 
definitely think we were fortunate to be tied going into the 
third. 

On playing in front of fans giving the players a boost: It’s a 
good question for them. It was definitely noticeable that there 
were some people. They were certainly cheering and doing 
their best. So it was nice to see. And then at the end, when 
we started getting going, there was some emotion in the 

building. So we gave them something to cheer about, which 
was nice. 

On if he knew it was his 100th win: I had no idea. The guys 
gave me the puck after, and I was like, ‘What for?’ And then 
they kind of told me. So I had no idea, but that was nice of 
them. 

On Andrei Svechnikov: He did what he had to do tonight. He 
gets going in the first, and then a really good third period. He 
was really dominant, in spurts during the whole first and 
second too. So he was good. 

On Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechinkov playing together: I 
just think when you have two big guys like that that know 
how to play, that can skate, I think it’d be tough to defend. I 
think about it from the other perspective, if I had to coach 
against that or play against that, that would just be tough. So 
there’s no really good matchup for any team when you have 
those two guys going. I think you’ve seen that here, at least 
in spurts for sure, this year. 

On what 100 wins means to him: I don’t know. I just don’t 
really feel like it’s that big a deal, and it really isn’t, I guess. 
It’s 100. What’s the top guy got, like a couple thousand? It’s 
really peanuts in the grand scheme of things. But it’s nice, 
and it was nice of the guys to recognize it. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On playing against his brother: I was a little nervous my first 
couple shifts. I started thinking, ‘How is he?’ and started 
thinking about me too, started thinking about different things. 
But after a couple shifts, I started thinking about my game, 
and started focusing on that. It was good after that. 

On playing in front of fans: It was actually huge. You can 
hear them and feel them. When you’re playing without fans, 
it’s actually kind of boring. Once we saw them today, you 
kind of got that energy and every shift you want to go. 
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On what he’s learned from Rod Brind’Amour: I’ve learned a 
lot from him. I came here when I was 18 and he helped me 
with lots of things. I watched lots of videos with him and with 
[Jeff Daniels] as well. But mostly I learned that he always 
tells us before the game that it’s all about preparing for the 
games. I think that I learned that a lot, because you’ve got to 
prepare yourself before the game. If you’re not preparing for 
the game, then it’s kind of hard to get to the game. 

On scoring against a goalie for the first time in awhile: It was 
a little bit frustrating, but I really don’t think about that and 
just try to put some pucks on the net and maybe something 
will go in. But on that shot, I saw there was a little hole. 
Detroit blocked it, but I saw that little hole and I tried to put it 
in there.  

Jesper Fast 

On how they rebounded in the third period after a rough 
start: Yeah, the first two periods we felt like the energy was 
low for us. They had the momentum, we didn’t get pucks 
deep. They played much better than we did. In the third 
period, we decided we wanted to take charge right from the 
drop of the puck. We showed that. 

On participating in his first Storm Surge: It was fun. I’ve only 
watched it before, so I enjoyed being part of it. 

On a few guys breaking goal droughts: We’re a deep team. 
We have a lot of guys who can score goals, and I think we’ve 
shown that this season. Today, we didn’t play our best, but 
good teams find ways to win and that’s what we did. 

Jordan Staal 

On his chemistry with Andrei Svechnikov and if he’s been a 
lucky charm for him: He can make anyone a lucky charm. 

He’s a player that creates a lot of energy and a lot of offense. 
When he’s playing like that, he’s hard to stop. He’s one of 
our workhorses and tonight was no different. 

On what he thinks it was like for Andrei to play his brother: I 
think he was excited, and you can tell in his game, as well. 
He wanted to win. He’s a guy who won’t take no for an 
answer and will do whatever he can to help you win games. 
To beat your brother, as well, I’m sure it was icing on the 
cake for him. 

On the return of fans to PNC Arena: Dougie, after the game, 
said that it felt like a playoff game compared to what we’ve 
been playing with before. It was great, they were loud, and it 
definitely added some new life into the building that the boys 
were really excited about. Glad to see some fans and get 
back to a little bit of normalcy. Hopefully, numbers (of fans in 
attendance) keep growing and everyone stays safe. 

On if they made it a point to have a strong third period: Yeah 
I think we were struggling to get to our game. They did a 
good job making it difficult for us to get through the neutral 
zone and forecheck. You could tell in that third period we just 
started chipping pucks in. When we get on the forecheck 
with our speed, we start creating turnovers quickly. That’s 
when we start making plays quick and creating offense and 
creating goals. We just did a better job of that in the third. 

On Jesper Fast: What you see is what you get. He’s another 
workhorse with some sneaky good talent. He makes plays 
and creates offense through his work ethic. He’s a very 
simple but very talented player to play with. He could go on 
anyone’s line and be effective. He’s been a great addition to 
our team and he’s been a really fun guy to play with.

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes games shouldn’t impact vaccine clinics at PNC Arena, officials say  

By Joseph Holloway 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Wake County leaders say having fans 
back for Carolina Hurricanes games shouldn’t have any 
impact on its vaccine clinics at PNC Arena. 

The county worked with team management to make sure the 
clinics and games aren’t happening at the same time and 
fans won’t be allowed to park until the clinic is shut down for 
the day. 

“They’re going to be using a certain specific number of 
parking lots and we’re on the opposite side of those parking 
lots so again, very minimal impact to our operation and 
minimal impact to PNC’s operations,” said Dershan Patel, 
Wake County emergency management team leader. 

Game traffic should be lighter because of limited attendance. 
Capacity is set at 15 percent under the Governor’s executive 
order for sports arenas seating more than 5,000 people.
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Fans thrilled to be back in the stands for ‘Canes game at PNC Arena  

By Mackenzie Stasko 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) — The Carolina Hurricanes 
welcomed fans back into the PNC Arena on Thursday for the 
first time in more than a year. 

The last time ‘Canes fans were at the arena for a home 
game was on Feb. 28, 2020, just before the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“Oh, it is awesome, we’ve been so excited counting down 
until today,” said longtime ‘Canes season ticket holder, Sue 
Bohnsack, who made a Caniac sign for the momentous 
occasion. 

State regulations limit capacity in arenas to 15 percent. For 
PNC Arena, that’s roughly 2,800 people. 

“If we had been able to come back at a higher number than 
that, we were really on the fence about it,” said Linda Piper, 
who attended the game. “But we feel 15 percent is a safe 
number.” 

PNC Arena and Carolina Hurricanes General Manager Don 
Waddell told CBS 17 Thursday’s game against Detroit was 
sold out. 

“It’s exciting, but we’re also anxious to make sure everything 
goes smoothly. We’ve been working on this thing for nine 

months and we put together a task force and I think we’re 
really prepared, we overstaffed the building,” said Waddell of 
the precautions they’re taking to prevent the spread of the 
virus. 

While the energy at the games is the same, the experience is 
much different. From here on out, tickets are mobile-only. 

“We banded 13,000 some seats just so people can only sit in 
the seats that we’ve assigned them in their pods, and our 
pods range from one to six people,” Waddell added. 

There is no tailgating in the parking lot and fans are required 
to complete a health screening on their phones before they 
enter the arena. Concessions are cashless, the food and 
drink menu is limited, and everything is prepackaged. 

“You only can do it once like this, we gotta make sure we do 
it right. And I think as we go along, proving that we’re doing it 
right, we’re gonna be able to add more percentage to the 
total overall capacity,” said Waddell. 

When it comes to future events at PNC Arena, Waddell said 
most big concerts have been rebooked for 2022. But if 
capacity limits increase allowing 4,000-5,000 people in the 
arena, it’s possible there could be smaller concerts later this 
year.
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Hurricanes’ Brett Pesce fined $5,000 for dangerous trip on Red Wings’ 
Robby Fabbri 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes incurred their second player fine in two days 
Thursday night when defenseman Brett Pesce was fined $5,000 for a trip 
against Detroit Red Wings forward Robby Fabbri. 

Pesce’s trip, which the league deemed dangerous, came Thursday in the 
second period of the Canes’ 5-2 win over the Red Wings at PNC Arena. 
Pesce was assessed a minor penalty. 

Pesce’s fine was announced after the game by the NHL’s Department of 
Player Safety. The money will go to the Players’ Emergency Assistance 
Fund. 

Canes forward Nino Niederreiter on Wednesday was handed a $5,000 
fine, the maximum allowed under the collective bargaining agreement, for 
a hit on Nashville Predators goalie Juuse Saros in Tuesday’s game. 
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With fans’ return to PNC, Hurricanes feel surge of excitement against 
Red Wings 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Standing for the final minute with the Carolina Hurricanes 
holding a three-goal lead, followed by the first Storm Surge in almost 13 
months, the fans got what they wanted. Not just back in the building to 
see it with their own eyes, but just about everything they missed while 
they were gone. 

And as far as the Storm Surge goes, it was something everyone missed. 
The team’s trademark victory celebration had been on hiatus since last 
season shut down. There was no audience for it in the Toronto playoff 
bubble on “home ice” nor back on actual home ice when this season 
began. 

When Nino Niederreiter’s empty-netter secured a 5-2 win over the Detroit 
Wings with still more than five minutes to go, that left plenty of time for 
anticipation to build. The reward was a relatively vanilla surge by the 
Hurricanes’ outre standards but one attuned to the moment, their sticks 
raised at center ice to the scoreboard to salute Deepika Malhotra, a Rex 
Hospital respiratory therapist. 

“It was fun,” said first-year Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast, who had only 
been on the other side of the surge in the past. “We watched it before, so 
enjoying to be a part of it.” 

The 2,924 fans — a sellout, technically speaking — represented the new 
state maximum. It also represented just 15% of PNC’s largest recorded 
hockey crowd, the standing-room-only 19,495 who saw the Hurricanes 
win Game 4 of their sweep of the New York Islanders in 2019. The 
Hurricanes have sold nearly every ticket for the remaining seven home 
games this month, so that number is likely to come up again. And again. 

As normal PNC crowds go, it isn’t much. It is a big jump, though, from the 
25 plus families and media who were able to witness the first eight home 
games in person. The officials no doubt appreciated the additional 
feedback. 

A crowd like that can cheer and ooh and aah and boo at the appropriate 
moments — and it was a restless bunch during the Hurricanes’ rough 
start — but it can’t generate the kind of volume that’s felt in the chest as 
much as the ears. That will have to wait. Still, while the numbers may 
have recalled those days of yore in Greensboro or the infamous friends-
and-family Halloween game in October 2000 when the announced 
attendance was 7,016, the enthusiasm did not. 

If you closed your eyes and didn’t know any better, you might not even 
realize the building not only wasn’t close to full, but was actually closer to 
empty. 

“Almost like a playoff game compared to what we were playing with 
before,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “It was great. They were 
loud. There was definitely some new life in the building.” 

While the return of fans in any significant number is something the 
Hurricanes have been mulling and considering since the pandemic 
began, with arena vice president Larry Perkins one of the country’s 
foremost experts in the area of arena safety and security, Thursday came 
quickly. Dave Olsen, PNC’s general manager, told the arena authority 
Wednesday that he expected eight weeks to prepare for the return of 
fans and ended up with eight days. 

Their return was one of the topics of conversation between Duke coach 
Mike Krzyzewski and former Hurricanes captain Justin Williams on 
Krzyzewski’s XM Radio show that aired Thursday. The Duke coach knew 
the significance of the day. Just like college basketball, hockey isn’t the 
same without fans. 

“This is the first night where the Caniacs come back,” Krzyzewski said 
during his pre-UNC media availability Thursday. “(Williams) was talking 
about how hockey had been in a bubble and how their players are so 
excited.” 

The last time PNC Arena had more than a handful of people in the 
stands for a hockey game, the Hurricanes lost to the Colorado Avalanche 
on Feb. 28, 2020. That was the last game before a six-game road trip 
that lasted five games — or 11 months, depending on perspective. 

The Hurricanes were staying in the Detroit hotel recently vacated by the 
NBA’s Utah Jazz when Jazz star tested positive for what at that time was 
just called the coronavirus and the world as we knew it started tumbling 
on every axis. A year to the day after The News & Observer’s banner 
headline announced the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in North 
Carolina, and all the doors everywhere started to close, PNC threw open 
the doors to hockey fans again. 

They weren’t the only ones happy they were in the building. 
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“When you’re playing without fans, it’s a little boring,” Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov said. “When we saw them today, we kind of got that 
energy.” 

They all got what they wanted. A win. A Storm Surge. More than enough 
to cheer. 
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Carolina Hurricanes treat fans at PNC Arena to 5-2 win over Red Wings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

There were no tailgates outside PNC Arena on Thursday. But there were 
fans in the building for the Carolina Hurricanes for the first time this 
season, making for a memorable night. 

There was noise. There was energy. There was life, a sense of some 
normalcy during the pandemic. Masks were mandatory, the excitement 
level optional — and it was pretty high much of the game. 

The Canes weren’t always at their best in their first home game after a 
five-game road trip, but they took charge in the third period for a 5-2 
victory over the Detroit Red Wings. And the postgame Storm Surge 
returned, this night a simple raising of the sticks by the players as a 
salute to the returning fans. 

“They were cheering, doing their best. It was nice to see,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour, who earned his 100th win, said after the game. “At the 
end there when we started getting going there was definitely some 
emotion in the building, so we gave them something to cheer about.” 

On a night when the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov played against his older 
brother, Evgeny, for the first time, No. 37 for Carolina was clearly 
inspired. He scored the Canes’ first goal, on a power play, assisted on 
another and was fully engaged, on the move and pushing the play, and 
especially in the third on Jordan Staal’s line. 

“I think he was excited. You could tell obviously with his play, as well, that 
he wanted to win,” Staal said. “He’s a guy who wont take ‘no’ for an 
answer. To be against his brother I’m sure was icing on the cake for him.” 

Staal had a goal and two assists in being named the game’s first star, 
and Martin Necas, Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter each had a goal 
and assist for the Canes (16-6-1), who have won four in a row. That 
offset a pair of goals by Filip Zadina of the Wings (7-16-3), the second on 
a power-play. 

Necas had the most timely score of the game for the Canes. The winger 
tied it 2-2 with 1:15 left in the second period, blistering a top-shelf shot 
that set the tone for the Canes’ big push early in the third, when Staal 
and then Fast scored in the first three minutes. 

“We just decided we needed to get to our game,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’d been fighting it the whole night and were fortunate to be tied going 
into the third.” 

Niederreiter had an empty-net goal after the Wings pulled goalie 
Jonathan Bernier with more than five minutes left in regulation. 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, making his seventh start, picked up his fourth 
victory. Of his 33 saves, 11 came in the Canes’ big third, 

Teuvo Teravainen, who has been sidelined with a concussion, was back 
in the lineup and on a line with Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov. 

The announced attendance was 2,924. That was enough to enhance the 
game atmosphere. It also was a start. 

Staal’s goal, his eighth, came 45 seconds into the third and gave the 
Canes their first lead of the game. Staal was in the right place between 
the circles when a rebound popped out to him. 

Fast’s goal, his third, came at 2:50 after Staal passed to Svechnikov, who 
couldn’t settle the puck for a shot and zipped a pass to Fast breaking in 
for the 4-2 lead. 

While the crowd didn’t pack the arena, all the fans stayed to see the 
Storm Surge. And the players properly saluted them. 

“It was almost like a playoff game compared to what we were playing 
with before,” Staal said. “It was great. They were loud. It definitely had 
some new life in the building the boys were excited about.” 
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Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour is a mentor for one budding hockey star. 
He’s also dad. 

 

BY TALIA GOODMAN CORRESPONDENT MARCH 04, 2021 12:52 PM 

 

WORCESTER, MASS.-Skyler Brind’Amour and his dad hopped in their 
car and pulled out of the driveway after a long round of golf. They flipped 
the radio to the NHL Network and heard it: 

“The Edmonton Oilers select Skyler Brind’Amour.” 

Most kids aren’t out playing golf the day they expect to be drafted by a 
professional hockey team, but most kids also aren’t the son of an NHL 
coach. 

Skyler, the son of Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, was 
taken by the Oilers in the sixth round as the 177th overall pick in the 
2017 NHL draft. It was a moment neither father nor son will forget, one of 
those memories Rod said “we’ll have forever.” 

Rod Brind’Amour spent the first day and round of that draft working with 
general manager Don Waddell to select forward Martin Necas. On day 
two, he took the earliest flight he could to make sure he was there for his 
son. 

Knowing the stress that comes with sitting idly for hours, Rod 
Brind’Amour suggested a distraction during what he anticipated could be 
a lengthy wait. 

Father-son golf. 

“What I didn’t want him to do was sit by the TV and just wait for his name 
to be called,” Rod Brind’Amour said. “I wanted to spend some time with 
him. So I said, ‘Let’s go play some golf. If it happens, someone’s going to 
call us. I don’t want you to worry about it.’” 

Brind'Amour-son02 

Frame grab from video showing captain of the 2006 Stanley Cup 
championship team Rod Brind’Amour, left, and his son Skyler 
Brind’Amour on the ice after the team won the Cup in June 2006. 
CAROLINA HURRICANES 

BRIND’AMOUR IS ‘DAD’ FIRST 

Growing up, Skyler and his dad connected through their shared love of 
hockey. When he was a little kid, Skyler and his friends would go into the 
Hurricanes locker room at the RBC Center after home games to be 
designated water boys. But Rod said that was just an excuse for Skyler 
to talk to the players and fool around with the goalie equipment. 

Skyler was 6 when his dad and Hurricanes’ captain won the 2006 
Stanley Cup. He celebrated on the ice, though, in something other than 
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Rod’s No. 17 captain jersey. Instead, he wore No. 14, which belonged to 
Justin Williams. Rod was asked over and over whether Skyler was, in 
fact, his son. 

“Yeah, that one’s mine!” he remembered saying. 

Skyler, 21, is now a 6-2, 185-pound sophomore center at Quinnipiac 
University in Hamden, Connecticut, and although his dad can’t attend 
most of his games because of his demanding NHL schedule, he watches 
on TV, his phone or his laptop. Even during the Canes’ training camp, 
Rod hurried home to catch Quinnipiac’s overtime win against St. 
Lawrence. 

Then there are the postgame phone calls with words of advice and 
encouragement. 

“A lot of people think he’ll constantly bark up on me and teach me this 
and that, but he does a good job of separating the dad and the coach in 
him,” Skyler said. 

Although Skyler praises his father for his ability to balance the two roles 
in his life, Rod admitted it’s not as easy as it may seem. 

“I’m his dad first and I know when he has bad games, like this year he’s 
been struggling a little bit, or he feels like he has,” Rod said. “So, you 
don’t want to come down too hard on his play or anything, that’s the 
coaches’ job. But, it’s the coach in me, too. 

“At the end of the day, I try to pick him up when he’s down and get him 
back on track if I can. It’s a tough balance because you don’t want to be 
too harsh from the coaching end of things. Sometimes, he just wants to 
vent and you have to let that happen, too. I’ve got to be his dad first.” 

FROM RALEIGH TO QUINNIPIAC 

It’s no coincidence Skyler ended up at Quinnipiac. 

Coach Rand Pecknold’s sister-in-law, Anne, was best friends with 
Skyler’s mom and Rod’s ex-wife, Kelle. So Rod called the Bobcats coach 
looking for advice. 

“Hey, what path do you think I should have Skyler on?” Rod said he 
asked. “Because obviously North Carolina isn’t a hockey hotbed.” 

The advice: Selects Academy, the British Columbia Hockey League and 
then college. 

“He pretty much did exactly what I told him,” Pecknold said. “It all worked 
out that eventually, he came to Quinnipiac.” 

Since his arrival at the small, private college, Skyler has been elevated 
from the third line as a freshman to the second line this season. 

“He’s gotten faster,” Pecknold said. “His skating has improved. It was 
never an issue, always a strength, but I think it’s even more of a strength 
now.” 

Explosiveness was an area of focus since last season’s abrupt ending in 
late February. Skyler returned home, and was able to spend quality time 
with his dad, on and off the ice. The two had workout competitions in 
everyone from pull-ups to ping-pong to basketball and pickleball. The 
loser usually has to do dishes or clean up after dinner. It wasn’t all that 
long ago that Rod was able to dominate Skyler in whatever sport they 
chose, but that has changed. 

“I hate to admit it, but he’s starting to win more than I am,” Rod said. “I 
mean, he’s 21, so I hung in there for a while, but I think he’s the champ 
right now.” 

SKATING WITH PLAYERS LIKE JUSTIN WILLIAMS, ANDREI 
SVECHNIKOV 

While he may be dominating competitions against his dad, Skyler said 
working out with the Canes, which he was able to do when he returned 
home last March, is a far more daunting task. He spent time on the ice 
with players like Justin Williams, Andrei Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin, 

who remained in the area waiting for the season to resume after the NHL 
shut down due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

“It was awesome skating with those guys,” Skyler said. “It makes you 
better, for sure. You don’t wanna mess up out there and you work really 
hard to keep up. They’re great guys so it was a lot of fun to be able to do 
that.” 

“He’s still trying to get there obviously, but he can certainly hold his own 
in practice,” Rod added. “It’s definitely made him better being able to 
practice with the guys.” 

At Quinnipiac, Skyler thrives on the faceoff dot and prides himself in 
being a solid two-way forward, much like his father. However, his 
offensive production is something that both he and Rod acknowledged 
needs improvement. 

“I think he needs to get on the board a little more,” Rod said. “He worked 
a lot on his shot, so he needs to start trying to utilize that more.” 

He has two goals and eight assists in 25 games for the Bobcats (16-5-4), 
the 11th-ranked team in the country. As a freshman, he had 13 points in 
34 games and earned team Rookie of the Year honors. 

While he’s close to 600 miles away from home, Skyler keeps a close eye 
on his dad’s team, especially with such high hopes for this season. 

“I think they have great potential to be really good again this year,” he 
said. “I think they can go all the way to the finals, I really do.” 

Skyler laughed, adding, “If they’re well-coached enough, I think they have 
a chance.” 
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Florida Panthers start strong then hold off Nashville Predators for another 
road win 

 

BY WALTER VILLA MIAMI HERALD WRITER 

MARCH 04, 2021 11:48 PM 

 

Now that’s a start. 

But about that finish … 

The Florida Panthers, who had fallen behind and gone scoreless in the 
first period in each of their past five games, ended both of those skids on 
Thursday night, holding on for a 5-4 win over the host Nashville 
Predators. 

Florida is 7-1-1 on the road, the best record in franchise history after nine 
games. The Panthers also broke a two-game losing streak overall (0-0-
2). 

In Thursday’s game, the Panthers led 2-0 after the first period, and they 
were up 3-0 before Nashville scored midway through the second. 

The Predators never led, but they did score four goals on Sergei 
Bobrovsky (31 saves) in the second half of the game. 

“It’s important,” Panthers winger Jonathan Huberdeau said of Florida’s 
start. “We hadn’t scored in the first or second period in a long time.” 

Defenseman Aaron Ekblad was the Panthers’ biggest star of the night 
with a career-high four points (two goals, two assists), but the game was 
especially memorable for Florida’s 25-year-old rookie Mason Marchment, 
who scored his first NHL goal. 
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“It was special,” Marchment said. “It was an awesome experience. I 
never thought it would happen.” 

Marchment’s goal from beyond the right circle was set up by a 120-foot 
stretch pass off the boards from Ekblad. Marchment now has a four-
game point streak, and Ekblad’s four-point effort is the first by a Panthers 
defenseman. 

The other Panthers goals were scored by Carter Verhaeghe, his first in 
10 games; and Huberdeau, who also had an assist. 

Aleksander Barkov also had a big game for the Panthers with a season-
high three assists. 

It was a strong special-teams game for the Panthers, whose penalty-kill 
unit thwarted a Nashville 5-on-3 advantage for 1:45. The Panthers went 2 
for 2 on their PK and 2 for 4 on their power play, which had slumped in 
Florida’s five previous games (1 for 14). 

The Panthers coaching staff also deserves credit as a video review 
wiped out a Nashville goal by ex-Florida winger Rocco Grimaldi. 
Panthers coach Joel Quenneville challenged for offsides, and he was 
right. Had the Panthers been wrong, Florida’s lead would’ve been cut to 
4-3 with 18:02 left in the third, and the Predators would’ve been given a 
two-minute power play. 

Florida got more good fortune with 5:30 left in the third as a would-be 
goal by Filip Forsberg was wiped out when his teammate, Roman Josi, 
was called for slashing a fraction of a second before the puck crossed 
the line. Had that goal counted, Nashville would’ve cut its deficit to 5-4. 

The Predators did get that next goal eventually, with 73 seconds left. The 
Predators then pulled their goalie but failed to get the equalizer. 

Bobrovsky, who improved to 7-2-2, said he played a “solid” game. 

“I had zero chance on their goals,” he said. 

Ekblad was just glad things worked out for the Panthers. 

“Teams are going to make a big push at the end — you’ve seen us doing 
it a few times,” Ekblad said. “We were holding on for dear life at the end.” 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ Panthers defenseman Anton Stralman suffered a lower-body and only 
played 11:52, including no shifts in the third period. Quenneville said the 
injury was not serious. 

▪ Panthers forward Anthony Duclair and defenseman Markus Nutivaara 
both made the trip, a sign they could make it off injured reserve soon. 

▪ Panthers winger Frank Vatrano’s three-game goal streak was snapped. 

▪ This was the start of a Panthers stretch of five road games in eight 
nights. 

▪ Florida’s healthy scratches were defensemen Riley Stillman and Kevin 
Connauton. 
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Panthers finally score early, hang on to win in Nashville 

 

By JIM DIAMOND 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

MAR 04, 2021 AT 11:29 PM 

 

NASHVILLE, TENN. — Aaron Ekblad had two goals and two assists to 
lead the Florida Panthers to a 5-4 victory over the Nashville Predators on 
Thursday night. 

Carter Verhaeghe, Mason Marchment and Jonathan Huberdeau also 
scored for Florida, which snapped a two-game losing streak. Aleksander 
Barkov had three assists and Sergei Bobrovsky made 31 saves for the 
Panthers. 

Both of Ekblad’s goals came via the power play and gave him his first 
career four-point game. 

“I thought he had a great game,” Florida coach Joel Quenneville said. 
“He did everything right at both ends. He did a lot of good things. It was 
one of those nights where he had the magic touch and made a lot of 
great plays.” 

Filip Forsberg had a goal and two assists and Mattias Ekholm, Colton 
Sissons and Ryan Johansen also scored for Nashville, which has lost 
two straight. Viktor Arvidsson had three assists and Pekka Rinne made 
33 saves. 

“It’s just urgency in our play,” Nashville coach John Hynes said. “That’s 
really what it comes down to. We gave up odd-man rushes, our D were 
pinching at the wrong time, our forwards had to reload a little bit more.” 

The teams finish their two-game series Saturday at Bridgestone Arena. 

Ekblad pushed Florida’s lead to 4-1 with 1:16 left in the second period 
with a power-play goal, but Forsberg answered 50 seconds later to pull 
Nashville back within two. 

Nashville appeared to draw within one, two minutes into the third on a 
goal by Rocco Grimaldi, but Florida challenged the play for offside and a 
video review erased the goal. 

Ekblad’s second of the game and eighth of the season came at 9:07 of 
the third to make it 5-2. 

“We always want ‘D’ in the rush,” Ekblad said. “(Quenneville) is a big 
believer and pushes us to do that every night. I’ve just been trying to 
move my feet. I say to myself before every game, ‘Skate, skate, skate,’ 
and it’s been working this year.” 

Sissons again brought Nashville within two with at 12:40 and Johansen 
made it 5-4 with 1:13 remaining in the third with Rinne pulled for an extra 
attacker. 

“We came out, we were slow and they were obviously playing way better 
than us in the first,” Forsberg said. “The third, when desperation hits in, 
we were playing great. We were creating chances. We had a couple of 
more chances that could have went in.” 

Verhaeghe scored the game’s first goal at 6:29 of the opening period. It 
was his eighth. 

Marchment made it 2-0 at 9:01 with his first NHL goal. Coming off of the 
right half wall, Marchment cut into the faceoff circle and snapped a wrist 
shot between Rinne’s pads. 

“It was definitely special,” Marchment said. “I had a good opportunity to 
score the shift before that and I tried to go high. This time, I just tried to 
go low. I was lucky it went in. It was an awesome experience.” 

Huberdeau’s goal 59 seconds into the second gave Florida a 3-0 
advantage. Former Predator Patric Hornqvist skated behind the Nashville 
net and found an unchecked Huberdeau in front where his wrist shot 
deflected off of Rinne’s chest and into the net on the glove side for his 
ninth. 

Ekholm got Nashville on the board at 12:23 of the second on a one-timer 
from the right point off of a pass from Arvidsson. Ekholm has four goals 
in the four games he has played since missing six games with a lower-
body injury. 
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Ekblad’s big night helps lead Panthers past Nashville Predators 

 

Published 6 hours ago on March 4, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

With losses in their past two games, the Panthers were facing their first 
losing streak of the season Thursday night against the host Nashville 
Predators. 

They made sure they weren’t going down that road, at least not right 
now. 

Florida came out with speed and played with a purpose Thursday night, 
peppering goalie Pekka Rinne from start to finish in a frantic 5-4 victory at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

Although the Panthers are prohibited from going out on the town and 
enjoying all NashVegas has to offer, they certainly seemed to enjoy what 
they were allowed to do on the ice. 

Especially Aaron Ekblad, who talked before the game about how his road 
entertainment this season has not been going out to good restaurants but 
playing video games. 

He did say the team hotel in Nashville had fantastic food. 

Ekblad had his biggest offensive game of his career, scoring two goals 
with a total of four points in the victory. 

”He is really something on the ice,” said Radko Gudas, who played in his 
500th game Thursday. “He is a treat to watch. He is feeling it, doing 
really well and I am happy to be part of the team he is on.” 

Those four points tied a franchise record for single-game scoring by a 
defenseman with Keith Yandle getting a goal and three assists last 
season. 

“I thought he had a great night, did everything right on both ends of the 
ice,” Joel Quenneville said. “He had a terrific goal on the power play, put 
us in a great spot. He did a lot of great things. This was one of those 
nights where he had the magic touch.” 

Florida took a 2-0 lead into the second period thanks to Carter 
Verhaeghe’s first goal in three weeks and Mason Marchment’s first-ever 
NHL goal. 

The Panthers continued the attack when the second started, getting a 
quick chance before Patric Hornqvist fed Jonathan Huberdeau to make it 
3-0 just over a minute into the period. 

Florida later got a power play goal from Ekblad on its second power play 
chance late in the second and led 4-2 going into the third. 

In the third, Ekblad struck on the power play once again. 

Sergei Bobrovsky was at his best up 3-0 when Juho Lammikko and Alex 
Wennberg went to the box 15 seconds apart giving Nashville a 5-on-3 
power play opportunity for 1:45. 

He made four saves on that kill as Nashville worked the puck in the 
Florida zone for all but a few seconds. 

”As we go deeper in the season, every point, every win is so important,” 
Bobrovsky said. “We just want to make sure to get back on the winning 
track. Winning is fun. 

“The guys did a great job. There were a lot of chances. And I played a 
solid game too, there were zero chances on the goals. I felt great and it’s 
a great team win.” 

Nashville did pick up its game in the second and got goals from Mattias 
Ekholm (point shot) and Filip Forsberg (deflection) before an all-out press 
in the third where Ryan Johanssen’s goal with 1:13 left pulled the Preds 
within a goal. 

Florida, now 7-1-1 away from Sunrise, looked sharp for much of the 
game (38 shots on goal) while holding off the challenge from the home 
squad. 

The two teams meet up again Saturday at 2 p.m. and one would think the 
Panthers are going to need to come out with the same kind of jump they 
brought to the rink Thursday. 

Early starts are not everyone’s forte, but at least there won’t be any of 
that Nashville Flu to worry about. 

— Veteran defenseman Anton Stralman did not return after the second 
intermission. 

Quenneville said Stralman was “day-to-day” with a lower body injury. 
“We’ll see how he is,’’ Quenneville added, “it’s not serious.” 

First period highlights 

The Panthers came out flying and did everything they wanted to do — 
save for get a couple of more pucks past Rinne. 

Goodness knows they had the opportunity. 

Florida came out jumping on the first shift with a big scoring chance 
before Marchment came down off the rush with Keith Yandle and was 
stopped. 

Verhaeghe made it 1-0 at 6:29 of the period, hammering home a puck 
left off a Sasha Barkov offering after Ekblad brought the puck and made 
the initial shot Rinne had to stop. 

It was Verhaeghe’s eighth goal of the season but first in his past 11 
games. He had not scored since Feb. 11 against his former Tampa Bay 
teammates. 

Less than three minutes later, Marchment and Noel Acciari broke out 
with Marchment again keeping the puck and taking his shot. 

This one went right through Rinne’s legs. 

”It was definitely special,” Marchment said. “I had a good opportunity to 
score the shift before that and I tried to go high. Here, I just went low. I 
was lucky it went in. It was awesome to see it go in.” 

Those would be the only two goals of the period for the Panthers but it 
certainly was not for a lack of trying. 

Just about every player on the ice had a shot at scoring including Ryan 
Lomberg, Keith Yandle, Patric Hornqvist, Aaron Ekblad and Gudas. 

Florida ended the period outshooting the Preds 17-10 and took 26 
attempted shots. 

The Panthers held possession for much of the period which could have 
been a little more had they fared better in the faceoff circle. Nashville 
won 14 of 21 drops as the Panthers continue to struggle a bit on the face 
offs. 

Second period highlights 

The jump Florida brought in the first was there in the second as well as 
Huberdeau picked up another goal against the Preds. 

He notched his first career hat trick against Nashville last month. 

Huberdeau’s goal came 62 seconds into the period and Eetu Luostarinen 
came close to making it 4-0 not long after. 
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“It was important for a good start, we hadn’t scored in the first or second 
periods in a while,” Huberdeau said during intermission. 

After Florida killed off a penalty, Ekholm broke the ice for the Preds at 
12:27 of the period. 

Then the Panthers killed off 1:45 of a 5-on-3 to hold momentum and took 
a 4-1 lead when Hornqvist got in front and Ekblad’s shot got past Rinne 
on Florida’s second power play within a span of a few seconds. 

But Nashville did not pack it in, pinning the Panthers in their own end as 
the period wound down with Forsberg knocking down a shot from Viktor 
Arvidsson with 25.6 seconds left to make it 4-2 going into the third. 

Third period highlights 

Coming off an exciting end to the second, Nashville brought the heat in 
the third with a couple of big scoring chances. 

Moments after Gudas saved a goal by sweeping a puck before it crossed 
the line, former Panthers winger Rocco Grimaldi scored from the left 
circle to make it 4-3 less than two minutes in. 

Or did he? 

The Panthers challenged the goal citing offside and won; the Grimaldi 
goal was taken off the board. 

Florida previously challenged a Nashville 6-on-5 goal claiming a high-
stick in the first meeting and lost. The Preds tied the score on the 
ensuing power play chance, forced overtime and won. 

The only two video challenges the Panthers have offered this season 
have come against the Preds. 

Both teams kept coming as the score remained 4-2. 

With 13:52 left, Marchment had another prime scoring chance as Rinne 
was down but the shot went high. 

Ekblad later got his second goal of the night to make it 5-2 but the Preds 
continued to keep things fun, scoring off a Colt Sissons goal with 8:40 
remaining. 

It looked like Nashville clawed within one with 5:30 left, but the goal was 
waved off as Roman Josi was called for a retaliation penalty on Gudas. 

Florida then went on the power play and took a couple more whacks at 
Rinne and the Preds. 

”That’s part of my game, playing physical especially in our zone,” Gudas 
said. “It obviously helped us weather the storm there a little bit, get the 
power play and break down the pressure.” 

The Panthers did not score, but Nashville did with Rinne on the bench. 

The Predators’ last-ditch effort in the final minute came up short and the 
Panthers two-game losing streak (0-0-2) came to an end. 

”Hey, in this building, they’re going to have their turn,” Quenneville said of 
the Nashville rally. 

”There are a lot of options for them to get some offense going. I thought 
we got a little loose, but we were playing a perfect game but you knew 
they’re going to get a turn. I thought we did a good job at the very end. 
You would like it solidified a little bit at the end, but hey, that’s hockey.” 

Said Ekblad: “You know teams are going to make a big push at the end. 
We have done it a few times. We were holding on at the end. They are a 
great team, do a great job with their defensemen coming down and 
making plays. We’re happy to get the win and we’re already looking 
forward to the next one.” 
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GameDay in Nashville: Florida Panthers visit Predators 

 

Published 19 hours ago on March 4, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

The Panthers are back on the road, heading to Nashville for a two-game 
set with the Predators following a five-game homestand in which Florida 
won two games but got points in four. 

It wasn’t the best homestand of the year by any means but it was 
definitely no cause for tearing things down. 

In fact, the Panthers feel pretty good about where they’re at. 

The team took off for Tennessee on Wednesday afternoon and know this 
trip brings the opportunity to add to their fast start. 

Nashville is a team which is hurting a bit and coming off a home loss to 
Carolina after sweeping two from Columbus. 

Get daily, in-depth coverage of the Florida Panthers with a subscription 
to FHN 

The Panthers are 1-0-1 against the Predators this season and will be 
looking for some points against this sixth-place team which stands eight 
points out of a playoff spot. 

Four of the five games on this trip (the Panthers go to Carolina Sunday 
for a makeup before heading to Columbus) are against teams currently 
outside of the playoff picture. 

The Panthers would like to keep it that way while strengthening their own 
postseason case. 

“The first game on a trip like this, you would like to start off on a positive 
note,” coach Joel Quenneville said. 

“They are able to beat anyone, they have been in the past and are a hard 
team in that building. We expect a hard game. Let’s try playing the same 
game from start to finish, regardless of the opponent and no matter the 
challenge.” 

Quenneville ran a quick but spirited practice Wednesday morning with a 
lot of work spent on the power play. 

“There was a lot of energy, lot of excitement,” Quenneville said. “Let’s 
keep that, transcend that into a big start (Thursday).” 

Florida will start Sergei Bobrovsky on Thursday with Vinnie Hinostroza 
getting back in as Noel Acciari moves up to the third line. 

Owen Tippett comes back out and has been moved to the taxi squad. 

The Panthers will also have defenseman Gustav Forsling back as he 
worked with Radko Gudas on Wednesday. 

On the injury front, Quenneville said Noah Juulsen will not travel with the 
team on this trip but Anthony Duclair will. 

Duclair did not skate Wednesday; the next game he could play in would 
be Tuesday in Columbus. 

As for Nashville, goalie Jusse Saros left Tuesday’s game against 
Carolina after a head-to-head hit in the first period, was not at practice 
Wednesday and is considered day-to-day with an upper body injury. 

Pekka Rinne, who has given up two goals on 48 shots in two games 
against Florida this season, will start for the Preds. 

Since replacing Saros during Nashville’s eventual 6-5 OT win in Sunrise 
on Feb. 4, Rinne is 4-5-0 with a 2.10 GAA and a save percentage of .929 
with a shutout. 
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Kasimir Kaskisuo, who played for the AHL Toronto Marlies last year, will 
be the back up at least for now. 

Nashville currently has center Ryan Johansen on the Covid-19 list but he 
could come off and be in the lineup. 
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Florida Panthers 5, Nashville Predators 4: Losses pile up as Juuse Saros 
goes on IR 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The losses continued to pile up Thursday for the Nashville Predators, 
who placed goalie Juuse Saros on injured reserve with an upper-body 
injury before they faced the Florida Panthers. 

Saros left Tuesday's game after a helmet-to-helmet collision with the 
Carolina Hurricanes' Nino Niederreiter, the same day the Predators 
placed Ryan Ellis (4-6 weeks) and Luke Kunin on IR (2-4 weeks). 

Center Ryan Johansen was activated from the COVID-19 list after 
missing one game, though, before the Predators fell to the Panthers 5-4 
at Bridgestone Arena. 

Johansen scored his first goal of the season with 1:13 left, after the 
Predators pulled Pekka Rinne. 

Rinne took Saros' place in net, with Kasimir Kaskisuo acting as his 
backup 

For the 16th time in 23 games, the Predators allowed an opponent to 
score first. This  time Carter Verhaeghe was responsible for the Panthers 
just 6:29  into the first period. 

Less than three minutes later, Mason Marchment made it 2-0 with his 
first career NHL goal. Jonathan Huberdeau made it 3-0 just 59 seconds 
into the second. 

Mattias Ekholm and Filip Forsberg sandwiched goals around Aaron 
Ekblad's to make it 4-2 going into the third. Rocco Grimaldi thought he'd 
cut it to 4-3 early in the third, but his goal was reversed after the 
Predators were determined to have been offside. 

Ekblad added his second goal, this of the power-play variety. He finished 
with four points, tying a Florida franchise record for defenseman in a 
single game. 

Later in the third Nashville's Colton Sissons also scored. 

Late in the third, Predators captain Roman Josi absorbed back-to-back 
crushing hits from Radko Gudas along the boards, just as Forsberg 
scored. The goal was not counted because Josi was called for slashing. 

Nashville fell to 10-13-0, while the Panthers improved to 14-4-4. 

Big number: 1-8. Predators record against the Panthers, Lightning and 
Hurricanes, the top three teams in the Central, this season. They beat 
the Panthers 6-5 in overtime Feb. 4. 

Big name: Forsberg scored his team-leading 10th goal. 

On the wire: The Predators activated Johansen from the COVID-19 list; 
placed Saros on IR; activated forward Brad Richardson from IR; recalled 
defenseman Ben Harpur, goalie Kasimir Kaskisuo from taxi squad; 
reassigned defenseman Alexandre Carrier to taxi squad; recalled forward 

Rem Pitlick, defenseman Jeremy Davies to taxi squad from Chicago 
(AHL); recalled goalie Devin Cooley to taxi squad from Florida (ECHL); 
reassigned forward Tanner Jeannot to Chicago (AHL) from taxi squad. 

Next: Predators vs. Florida Panthers, 1 p.m. Saturday, Bridgestone 
Arena, Fox Sports Tennessee, 102.5-FM. 
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Juuse Saros is on IR. So who is Nashville Predators backup goalie 
Kasimir Kaskisuo? 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

There's a new backup goalie in town. 

His name is Kasimir Kaskisuo. 

He will serve as Pekka Rinne's apprentice with Juuse Saros sidelined on 
injured reserve after taking a helmet-to-helmet hit from the Carolina 
Hurricanes' Nino Niederreiter on Tuesday night. 

Kaskisuo will fill that role because Connor Ingram is in the player 
assistance program. 

Who is Kaskisuo? 

The 27-year-old signed a one-year, two-way contract in October and 
immediately solicited fans for help designing his goalie gear. He also has 
a YouTube channel to show was life was like in the NHL and AHL. 

He has one game of NHL experience, on Nov. 16, 2019, and it wasn't 
particularly pretty. He allowed six goals on 38 shots. 

He is one of three Finnish goalies on the Predators roster. 

Attended the University of Minnesota-Duluth. 

Has played 95 AHL games with a 2.65 goals-against average and .909 
save percentage. 
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Nashville Predators remove Ryan Johansen from COVID-19 list, put 
Juuse Saros on IR 

 

Gentry Estes 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators removed forward Ryan Johansen from the 
NHL's COVID-19 protocol list ahead of Thursday night's home game 
against the Florida Panthers. 

Johansen missed Tuesday night's loss to the Carolina Hurricanes. 
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Additionally on Thursday, the Predators placed goaltender Juuse Saros 
on injured reserve for an upper-body injury and activated Brad 
Richardson from the injured reserve. 

Defenseman Ben Harpur and goaltender Kasimir Kaskisuo were recalled 
from the taxi squad for Thursday's game, while defenseman Alexandre 
Carrier was reassigned to the taxi squad. 

Forward Rem Pitlick and defenseman Jeremy Davies were added to the 
taxi squad from the AHL team in Chicago, while forward Tanner Jeannot 
was sent to Chicago. Goaltender Devin Cooley was added to the taxi 
squad from the ECHL team in Florida. 
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Detroit Red Wings zapped in third period once again in 5-2 loss to 
Hurricanes 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Another close game slipped away from the Detroit Red Wings. 

Their outing Thursday at PNC Arena against the Carolina Hurricanes — 
one of the best teams in the NHL — featured two fairly even periods. The 
Wings looked solid defensively, converted on a power play, and 
celebrated a good performance from a young forward. But three minutes 
into the third period, that tied game turned into a two-goal deficit, and it 
ended with a 5-2 loss. 

Jonathan Bernier played better than his four goals allowed on 31 shots 
line showed. He got beat by a laser shot from Andrei Svechnikov on a 
power play in the first period and a seeing-eye puck from Martin Necas 
late in the second period. Jordan Staal scored on a deflection in the 
opening minute of the third period. It was the fourth goal that really 
smarted: Christian Djoos coughed up the puck behind Detroit’s net, and 
the play ended with Jesper Fast finding an open net, two minutes after 
Staal’s goal. 

The Wings gambled and pulled Bernier for an extra attacker with 5:15 to 
go; it backfired, as Nino Niederreiter scored into the empty net 10 
seconds later. 

It wasn’t as ugly of a meltdown as the previous two games, when the 
Wings failed to win individual battles and gave up tons of Grade-A 
chances, but it was another night they couldn’t find a way to push back. 

Top-line forwards Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and defenseman Troy 
Stecher were out with injuries. The Wings have a four-day break before a 
series against the defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning at Little Caesars Arena. 

Oh brother(s) 

There were two sets of brothers facing off, with Wings defenseman Marc 
Staal up against Canes center Jordan Staal. They’re used to seeing each 
other, though, as veterans. But it was a special night for Evgeny and 
Andrei Svechnikov, who have been waiting to play one another in the 
NHL for nearly three years. The Canes drafted Andrei — who, like his 
brother, wears No. 37 — with the second overall pick in 2018, three 
years after the Wings drafted Evgeny at No. 19. Andrei scored 21 
seconds after Zadina’s first goal, and also assisted on the fourth goal. 
Evgeny picked up an assist in the second period, his fourth point in four 
games. 

Points coming for Zadina 

Zadina raced off on a breakaway early in the first period but was denied 
on his attempt to go five-hole on Alex Nedeljkovic. Midway through the 
period, Sam Gagner flicked the puck down low to Vladislav Namestnikov, 
who sent it to Zadina. Zadina fired a wrist shot from the right faceoff dot 
that sank into the far corner. Zadina scored again in the second period, 
going short-side from the right circle during a power play. Zadina had a 
tough start to the season, missing two weeks in pandemic protocol, but 
he has picked up four points in five games. 

Power play clicking 

The Wings appear to have figured out their power play after going 
through a stretch of 40 opportunities without converting. They’ve now 
scored in four straight games, equaling their longest positive stretch 
since the final four games of the 2018-19 season. Zadina, Svechnikov, 
Erne and Djoos each have two power play points in that stretch. 
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Detroit Red Wings lose to Carolina Hurricanes, 5-2: Game thread replay 

 

TYLER J. DAVIS   

 

Detroit Red Wings (7-15-3) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (15-6-1) 

When: 7 p.m. Thursday. 

Where: PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

TV: Fox Sports Detroit. 

Radio: 97.1 FM (Red Wings radio affiliates). 

• Box score  

Game notes: Brothers will meet on the ice as Detroit forward Evgeny 
Svechnikov and Carolina winger Andrei Svechnikov will play tonight. The 
two teams are meeting for the third time this season, with the Wings 
winning two of the first three. ... The Wings lost 4-1 Tuesday vs. the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and are scheduled for a five-day layoff following 
Thursday's game. The Hurricanes have won three straight games after 
losing three straight games and will play the Florida Panthers next. 
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After disappointments, Detroit Red Wings' Evgeny Svechnikov finally to 
face brother in NHL 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Svechnikov brothers have dreamed of this day since they were 
children. 

When the Detroit Red Wings take on the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday, all signs point to Evgeny and Andrei Svechnikov finally facing 
one another in a game. 

The chance has been there since the Hurricanes drafted Andrei with the 
second pick in 2018, three years after the Wings drafted Evgeny at 19th. 
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But where Andrei has enjoyed a meteoric rise in the NHL, Evgeny has 
struggled to gain a foothold, and for various reasons hasn’t been in the 
lineup when the teams have met over the last few seasons. 

The expectation is that finally will change. 

“It’s been a while waiting for the moment, for the game,” Evgeny 
Svechnikov said Wednesday. “I just talked to my parents before practice, 
they are super excited. It’s going to be special day, special game. When I 
talked to my Dad, I said, can you imagine, it’s been almost 20 years 
we’ve been coming to this day. 

“I’m just very proud of my parents, how much they put in for us to be in 
position we are, to live our dream. I am very happy for them. It’s going to 
be pretty special.” 

When the brothers were kids growing up in Kazan, Russia, they couldn’t 
see NHL games on TV no matter how much they fidgeted with the 
antenna. Now there’s satellite TV at their parents home. It will be 3 a.m. 
when the game starts, but that should not curtail celebrations. 

“They are going to watch this one for sure,” Svechnikov said, “and I hope 
they are going to have lots of wine or beer.” 

Coach Jeff Blashill doesn’t like to reveal his lineups and wouldn’t confirm 
Svechnikov is playing, but he practiced on a line with Luke Glendening 
and Darren Helm. Blashill said everyone who played in Tuesday’s 4-1 
loss at Columbus practiced. Scratches in that game included veteran 
forwards Frans Nielsen and Valtteri Filppula. Filppula was placed on 
waivers Wednesday, a roster management move to that enables 
assigning him to the taxi squad if, as expected, he clears. Nielsen 
cleared waivers last week. 

Blashill acknowledged there’s an emotional element to Thursday’s lineup 
decision. 

“I think Evgeny is an awesome person,” Blashill said. “One of the very 
best I’ve been around. So I’m certainly aware of how much it would mean 
to him. I know how much his family means to him, how much his brother 
means to him, but in the end … my job is to put the 20 guys out there I 
think give us the best chance to win.” 

That the Wings question if Svechnikov can help them win in the long run 
was evidenced when he was placed on waivers before the season 
began, even though there was room to protect him. He has been 
hampered by injuries, including knee surgery that cost him an entire 
season, but to be willing to lose a former first-round pick for nothing was 
a damming indictment. 

When Svechnikov cleared he wasn’t even assigned to the taxi squad, 
which eliminated a chance to play in the season-opening series against 
the Hurricanes. It was disappointing for Svechnikov, but he was used to 
it: In 2019-20, he was demoted two days before the Wings were to travel 
to Carolina for a Nov. 1 game that would also have enabled Svechnikov 
to celebrate his birthday, Oct. 31, with his mother, who was staying with 
Andrei at the time. 

An opportunity opened for Svechnikov last weekend when Dylan Larkin 
was sidelined by an upper-body injury. Svechnikov, 24, responded with 
back-to-back goals and an assist. 

“I feel very good and comfortable,” he said. “I feel I have confidence with 
the puck and know what I am doing. I just have to get better and better 
and continue to produce offensively and get some pucks in, get some 
rebounds.” 

The brothers talk every day, sometimes twice. The two spent the 
offseason training together. Andrei, 20, scored 20 goals as a rookie in 
2018-19, and 24 goals last season. His brother couldn’t be prouder. 

“I’m amazed, especially first year, how big of a jump he made, how he 
became a star in this league,” Svechnikov said. “The goals he has 
scored, he’s fun to watch. I’m just very proud. He’s such a humble kid. 
Wants to do his teammates well and his team well. I hope he continues 
his journey.” 

It’s been a tremendous journey for both brothers, who didn’t give the NHL 
much thought until they were teenagers. 

“I think maybe when we got to America,” Svechnikov said, “we started to 
realize it could be reality.” 
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"They pushed hard': Third-period blitz sends Hurricanes past Red Wings, 
5-2 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Staal will have temporary bragging rights 
over their brothers Evgeny and Marc. 

With brothers playing against each other nearly everywhere on the ice, 
ultimately Thursday it was the Carolina Hurricanes defeating the Red 
Wings 5-2. 

Jordan Staal and Jasper Fast scored 2 minutes, 5 seconds apart to begin 
the third period, snapping a tie and sending Carolina to the victory, and 
the Wings' third straight loss. 

"I wouldn't group tonight's game with the other two games, we were way 
better tonight and played real good overall," coach Jeff Blashill said. 
"They pushed there in the third (period), got momentum from that goal 
(late) in the second period, and that's unfortunate.  

"We played good enough to win, without a doubt. I'm not saying we 
deserved to win, they played good, they had their chances, but we 
certainly played good enough to win. This is nothing like the last two 
games at all. It was way better effort from us. We won more puck battles. 
We weren't perfect, we can't give up those two goals (in the third period). 
but we can build on this." 

Jordan Staal had a goal and two assists, Andrei Svechnikov had a 
power-play goal and assist, and Evgeny Svechnikov had an assist, so 
nearly all the brothers acquitted themselves well. 

But for the Wings, Filip Zadina had the most noteworthy night, scoring 
both Detroit goals, one on the power play, as the Wings suddenly are 
dangerous on the unit with power-play goals in four straight games. 

Detroit coach compliments the play on the young forward who accounted 
for both team's goals in Thursday's 5-2 loss in Carolina. 

Zadina had one of his best games of the season, with six shots on net, 
and seemingly dangerous with the puck on his stick all evening. 

"I felt good," Zadina said. "I was skating well, felt fresh, and scored a 
couple of goals, which I'm real glad for (Zadina had one goal this 
season). I hadn't scored in a long time. I'm happy for what I did on the ice 
but unfortunately, we lost. We have to be better in the third period." 

Said Blashill: "Filip was playing real well. He was skating well and had 
confidence, scores the two (goals). He was did a good job." 

Martin Necas tied the game 2-2 late in the second period for Carolina, 
and Nino Niederreiter scored an empty-net goal (his 10th goal) at 14:55. 
of the third period. 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Zadina opened scoring at 10:54 of the first period. 
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The Wings enjoyed a fine shift, and Vladislav Namestnikov found Zadina 
near the right dot. Zadina snapped a shot far side of goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic, just inside the post, giving the Wings a 1-0 lead. 

But Carolina tied it 21 seconds later. 

With Adam Erne in the box for tripping, Carolina won the draw and 
Dougie Hamilton found Andrei Svechnikov near the hash marks. 

Svechnikov blasted a shot past Jonathan Bernier for his eighth goal, but 
first in 15 games, tying the game 1-1. 

Zadina struck again in the second period on the power play. 

With Carolina’s Brett Pesce in the box for tripping Robby Fabbri — it was 
actually a dangerous-looking slew foot that will likely get league attention 
— Erne tipped a pass to Zadina near the dot, and Zadina snuck a shot 
between Nedeljkovic and the post for his third goal of the season. 

But Carolina got even again at 18:45 of the second period. 

Necas received the puck high in the slot and snapped a shot that froze 
goaltender Bernier, who appeared to be screened, Necas’ fourth goal, 
tying the game 2-2. 

"That late goal in the second, up until that point we were the better team," 
Blashill said. "We were out-chancing them in the first and second (period) 
as well." 

Carolina quickly scored the two goals in the third period, taking over 
control. 

"We have to come out with a little more push in the third," Blashill said. 
"They pushed hard. We responded not bad after that, but just couldn't 
find a way to score." 

Zadina felt the Hurricanes pressured well early in the third period. 

"They were going hard at us and we didn't have time to make plays," 
Zadina said. "They probably wanted to score goals more than us. That's 
how it was. We were sloppy the first couple minutes and it cost us the 
game." 

The Wings (7-16-3) lost three of four games on the road trip and now 
return home for six games at Little Caesars Arena. 

Carolina (16-6-1) has won four consecutive games. 
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Limited number of Red Wings tickets for March go on sale 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings will have a few more fans in the stands next 
week when they return home to Little Caesars Arena. 

The Wings began selling a limited number of tickets for March home 
games at LCA Thursday, given the loosening on restrictions from the 
state earlier this week, allowing for 750 people in arenas. 

The Wings’ next home game is Tuesday against Tampa Bay. 

The Wings have been hosting up to 500 fans for the last several weeks, 
mostly friends and family of team personnel. 

On Tuesday, the Wings played in Columbus where Nationwide Arena 
had about 2,000 fans in attendance for the first time. 

The Red Wings also have played at Dallas and Florida, where a limited 
number of fans have been in attendance. 

“It’s funny what perspective is,” coach Jeff Blashill said Wednesday 
during a Zoom chat with media. “If we would have been playing in full 
buildings all year and walked into last night (Tuesday), we would have 
thought it was empty. 

“And last night it seemed full. You could hear the crowd. They were into 
it. It was great. It was great to be part of. It’s closer to what we’re used to 
and what makes it such a great thing to be part of.” 

Forward Luke Glendening felt the Columbus game, with at least some 
fans in an area, was a return "normalcy". 

"It was nice, a little bit of normalcy coming back to hockey," Glendening 
said. "It's nice to have fans. It would have been nice if they were cheering 
for you and not against you, but it was nice to have people in the 
building." 

The Wings' minor-league affiliate Grand Rapids Griffins also is beginning 
to welcome back fans to Van Andel Arena. 

The Griffins will host 750 fans at home games, beginning with games 
against Rockford Saturday and Tuesday. Griffins season ticket members 
will be given the first opportunity to purchase tickets to these and other 
home games during the remainder of the season. 

Finally clicking 

The Red Wings entered Thursday's game with a power-play goal in three 
consecutive games. 

That comes, after the Wings were 0-for-40 in a span of 14 games, a 
particularly dreadful time for the unit. 

Blashill feels the personnel on the power play now have a confidence 
they can be successful in those two minutes. 

"It helps a ton going on the ice with the belief you have a real chance to 
score," Blashill said. "Guys have executed better, and a big part of it is 
wining faceoffs." 

If a power play doesn't score, if can at least turn the complexion of the 
game at a given time, that in itself can be a huge advantage for a team. 

"Really good power plays, what they do, they score once every four or 
five times, but they give you momentum four-of-the-five times," Blashill 
said. "The power play looks better." 

Adjusting to the times 

Wednesday's COVID-19 protocol list only had four players on it: 
Pittsburgh's Sidney Crosby, Boston's Charlie Coyle, San Jose's Tomas 
Hertl, and Nashville's Ryan Johansen. 

Considering the opening weeks of this shortened season, with teams 
being decimated —the Wings had five regulars out one time — and 
games being cancelled and scheduled fairly regularly, its been a 
dramatic overall improvement. 

With virus infections, generally, going down throughout North America, 
the number of people being vaccinated, and more vaccines available, it 
all likely contributes to the NHL's better numbers. 

"We've all learned how to best handle all of this on the fly," Blashill said.  

But there has been an adjustment, said Blashill, in terms of not seeing 
arena personnel, media, and various other game-day staff on a daily 
basis. 

"There is a human interaction, that's living, and that's fans in stands, 
that's living, and moments you can share in those situations is living and 
certainly has been been tough (not having fans)," Blashill said. "I don't 
want to use the word tough. We get a chance to coach and play in the 
NHL and it's awesome. It's just been different." 
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Ice chips 

The Wings were without forwards Dylan Larkin (upper body) and Tyler 
Bertuzzi (upper body) and defenseman Troy Stecher (lower body. Both 
Larkin and Stecher should be ready to play Tuesday against Tampa Bay, 
the Wings' next game. Bertuzzi probably wouldn't be available until the 
following week. 

...Glendening won 20-of-25 faceoffs Tuesday against Columbus. It was 
the first time a Red Wings player won 20-plus faceoffs in a game since 
Pavel Datsyuk went 22-for-29 (75.9%) on Nov. 28, 2014 at New Jersey. 
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Red Wings’ Evgeny Svechnikov ‘pumped’ to play against brother Andrei 
for first time 

 

Updated Mar 03, 4:35 PM; Posted Mar 03, 4:35 PM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

The Svechnikov family has been eagerly awaiting this day for some time. 
It is something they dreamed of long ago. 

Brothers Evgeny of the Detroit Red Wings and Andrei of the Carolina 
Hurricanes, by all indications, will play against each other for the first time 
when the teams meet Thursday at PNC Arena (7 p.m., Fox Sports 
Detroit). 

Big brother Evgeny’s excitement was apparent Wednesday as he spoke 
of the big night. 

“It’s been a while, waiting for that moment, for the game,” Svechnikov 
said. “I just talked to my parents before practice, they’re very excited. It’s 
going to be a special day, special game. 

“I told my dad, ‘Can you imagine, it’s been almost 20 years we’ve been 
counting to this day.’ I’m just very proud of my parents, how much they 
put in for us to be in the position we are, how much they’re going to be 
happy. It’s going to be very special.” 

Their parents will be watching back home in Russia, where the game will 
start at 3 a.m. local time. 

“I hope they’re going to have a glass of wine or beer,” Svechnikov said. 

Coach Jeff Blashill stayed consistent with his policy of not revealing his 
lineup the day before the game, but there is no reason to believe he 
would scratch Svechnikov, who has two goals and an assist in three 
games since making his Red Wings season debut on Saturday. 

“I think Evgeny is an awesome person, one of the very best I’ve been 
around,” Blashill said. “I’m certainly aware of how much it would mean to 
him. I’m aware of how much his family means to him, how much his 
brother means to him, but in the end, I got to put the 20 out there I think 
are the best.” 

Svechnikov said he practiced Wednesday in Columbus on a line with 
Luke Glendening and Darren Helm. 

“I’m pretty pumped,” Svechnikov said. 

“I feel very good and comfortable. I have a little momentum, confidence 
with the puck and know what I’m doing. I just have to find little things to 
get better and better and continue producing offensively.” 

Svechnikov, 24, has dealt with injuries and inconsistency while trying to 
establish himself in the NHL after being drafted 19th overall in 2015. 

Andrei, 20, flourished from the start after being selected second overall in 
2018 behind Rasmus Dahlen of Buffalo. After notching 37 points in 82 
games as a rookie, his production spiked to 61 points in 68 games last 
season. He has 17 points (including seven goals) in 21 games this 
season. 

“I’m proud first of all, and I’m amazed, especially how big of a jump he 
made; he became a star in this league,” Svechnikov said. “The goals he 
scores are just fun to watch, how hard he plays and team player he is. 
He’s such a humble kid. He works so hard and wants to do his 
teammates well and the team well. I’m just proud and excited and hope 
he continues the journey.” 

The brothers spend the offseason training together. They speak twice a 
day, including after every game. 

They have never played against each other at any level. Evgeny knows 
what he will be up against if and when they are on the ice together. 

“He’s really fast on the rush; got to watch for that,” Svechnikov said. 
“Once he gets the puck in our zone, he can make plays anywhere. He’s 
very good down low, like myself a little bit. He’s very strong on the walls. 
His shot, when he gets opportunity, he can put it in. 

“I think he’s done amazing job. He’s so mature, so calm. You can learn 
from him those things. It’s awesome to see him as a young kid doing 
those things.” 

Svechnikov was anticipating this day near the start of the 2019-20 
season, but after four games with the Red Wings, he was sent to the 
Grand Rapids Griffins a few days before their game at Carolina. 

Svechnikov was waived and assigned to the taxi squad just before the 
Red Wings opened this season with a pair of games against Carolina. 

Injury update: Blashill said injured players Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi 
and Troy Stecher all skated the last couple of days in Detroit. He is 
hoping Larkin and Stecher are available for Tuesday’s game against 
Tampa Bay. Bertuzzi is not likely to be ready by then. 
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Red Wings Trade Tiers: Which players are most likely to move at the 
deadline? 

 

By Max Bultman  

Mar 4, 2021   

 

It’s a strange year for everyone, and that most definitely includes NHL 
general managers trying to navigate the trade deadline. 

Certainly, as always, there will be contenders looking to add players over 
the next month, and sellers looking to add a couple of draft picks. As 
Craig Custance and Eric Duhatschek’s first trade board outlined this 
week, there are also some interesting names floating around. 

But right now, just over a month out from April 12, there seem to be more 
questions than there are answers when it comes to how busy this trade 
deadline will actually be. Right off the top, there’s the issue of players 
needing to quarantine if they’re traded to a Canadian city. That could be 
a limiting factor for those North Division teams, but also for United 
States-based sellers hoping to deal with them. There’s also the current 
uncertainty surrounding the 2021 draft timeline — could that lack of 
clarity affect general managers weighing how freely to part with their 
picks? 
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And on top of it all, there are the financial realities of limited attendance: 
In a normal year, the promise of gate revenue from winning a round and 
getting five or six home playoff games might be enough to entice an 
“ordinary” playoff team to make a push, even if banners don’t ultimately 
follow. Without that same revenue as a fallback motivator, though, does 
the market for aggressive buyers shrink to just teams with serious 
championship odds? Do prices come down as a result? 

These questions don’t have answers yet, but they linger over the 
deadline, and over the GMs looking to get something out of it. 

For the Red Wings, however, it’s no secret where they stand: They’re 
textbook rebuilders, with a whopping nine pending free agents. A few of 
those pending unrestricted free agents (UFAs) are appealing players who 
can help contenders. So no matter how many buyers emerge in the end, 
you can safely count Detroit as a willing seller. 

But which Red Wings are the most likely to move? And who could bring 
the best returns? With trade season now in effect, it’s time to start asking 
those questions. 

A couple of quick notes before we dive in, though. First, not listed here 
are players for whom I see no chance of moving. That includes the Red 
Wings’ newly minted captain, Dylan Larkin, and it also includes Frans 
Nielsen and Danny DeKeyser — a couple of high-dollar contracts teams 
simply will not be looking to take on. But everyone else, we’ll at least 
mention. And second, these categorizations refer specifically to this trade 
deadline, not anything that may happen beyond that. 

With that said, let’s dig in. 

The ‘throw some cold water on that’ tier 

Anthony Mantha and Tyler Bertuzzi 

These two are in a tier of their own because they were the subject of a 
juicy tidbit in The Athletic’s Big Board earlier this week, in which 
Custance and Duhatschek reported there was “a belief that Red Wings 
GM Steve Yzerman would consider trading one of his younger forwards 
like Tyler Bertuzzi and Anthony Mantha in the right deal.” 

It’s an eye-catching sentiment, with Mantha signed for this season plus 
three more and Bertuzzi set to be a restricted free agent (RFA). Both 
have been top-line forwards for Detroit since 2018-19, and moving either 
would constitute Yzerman’s most dramatic move since taking the job. By 
a long shot. 

But with that said, I get the sense such a deal is unlikely. In addition to 
the obvious that these are two of Detroit’s top players, Mantha has 
started slow this season and Bertuzzi has missed more than a month 
with an undisclosed injury. Also, for all the reasons outlined above, it’s 
unclear how robust the pool of buyers will even be in the next few weeks. 
The trade deadline already narrows the list of potential trade partners, 
and that’s in a normal year. Is that really the market on which Detroit 
would want to make a move of this magnitude? 

Everyone has a price, and I never say never. That’s what makes the 
trade deadline a fun event. 

But my sense is to not hold your breath for anything here, especially 
during the season. 

The ‘staying put’ tier 

Filip Zadina 

Zadina hasn’t set the world ablaze in his first full NHL season, but he’s 
just 21, has shown an improved puck-hunting ability, and fits Detroit’s 
realistic contention timeline, even if he is taking longer than expected to 
become an impact forward. He’s also been woefully snake-bitten this 
season, shooting just 3 percent. The offense should start to come for him 
soon here. 

Filip Hronek 

Hronek, at 23, is the Red Wings most relied upon player, logging nearly 
24 minutes a night. He’s a trusted defenseman who plays all situations 
and, while he may actually be playing too much right now to be at his 
most effective, he still figures into the top four of Detroit’s future on the 
right side. 

Robby Fabbri 

Fabbri’s been pretty good again for the Red Wings this season, after 
being Yzerman’s best in-season acquisition in 2019-20. Detroit extended 
him in the offseason for this season and next, and he’s one of the team’s 
more dangerous offensive players. He’s also played center and wing this 
year, so he’s versatile. But with how much turnover Detroit will already be 
undergoing this offseason — especially at forward — expect Fabbri to 
stick around. 

Vladislav Namestnikov 

Similar story for Namestnikov, who has been a versatile free agent pick-
up signed for this season and next. He doesn’t score at Fabbri’s rate, but 
he’s a complete player who plays on both special teams. 

The more interesting question with Namestnikov might center on the 
expansion draft: Detroit has to expose at least two forwards who are both 
under contract for 2021-22 and have played 54 games over the last two 
seasons (or 27 this season). Frans Nielsen will be one of those, but the 
only other options who currently meet both criteria are Larkin, Mantha, 
Fabbri and Namestnikov. One option for Detroit, if it wants to protect 
Namestnikov, could be to extend Adam Erne or Sam Gagner for a year 
because both have met the games-played threshold already and are 
inexpensive. 

Troy Stecher 

Stecher’s out right now, but there’s a case to be made he’s been one of 
Detroit’s best defensemen this season, signed for this year and next. 
He’s a heart-and-soul guy who embodies the way the Red Wings want to 
play. There’s expansion-draft chess to play here, too, as Stecher is 
currently the only Red Wings defenseman who meets the exposure 
criteria. But 11 more games played for DeKeyser this season would solve 
that, which is good news for Detroit. Stecher looks like a keeper. 

Thomas Greiss 

Greiss is having a tough go in his first season with the Red Wings, and 
while it’s certainly not all his fault, it’s resulted in Jonathan Bernier getting 
more starts recently. Greiss is signed for one more season after this one, 
though, and if Bernier ends up moving at the deadline, Greiss could get 
some major run down the stretch to make a case as the starter entering 
next season. He’s a better netminder than his .885 save percentage 
indicates. 

The ‘keep scrolling’ tier 

Valtteri Filppula 

Darren Helm 

Adam Erne 

Christian Djoos 

Mathias Bromé 

Detroit waived Filppula on Wednesday, though that was just for roster 
management, creating taxi-squad flexibility. Helm’s contract is well 
overpriced for his role. And while Erne is a fine, inexpensive energy 
player, Detroit has a more appealing one of those on the block already. 
Meanwhile, Bromé’s not proven enough to be in meaningful trade talks, 
and while Djoos’ patience in the offensive zone has given Detroit an 
element it lacked offensively, the bit of production he has brought might 
be harder to sell to a contender, where he wouldn’t be needed on the top 
power play. 

Moving on… 
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The ‘worth mentioning’ tier 

Jon Merrill 

Dom Luszczyszyn’s GSVA rates Merrill as Detroit’s top blue liner, so 
there was a real temptation to have him in the “staying put” tier. He hasn’t 
been on the power play as much as he looked like he might be back in 
training camp (the arrival of Djoos likely being the reason), but he’s still 
played big minutes and done well in them. He’s in this tier because he is 
a pending UFA and Detroit will have to consider offers if they come. But 
Blashill seems to really like Merrill’s game, and re-signing the hometown 
kid might end up being the best move here. 

Marc Staal 

He’s actually been a bit better in Detroit than perhaps expected, but let’s 
not forget the Red Wings got a second-round pick to take Staal off the 
Rangers’ books a few months back. He’s a “name” veteran with 100 
games of playoff experience, and that’s the reason he’s in this category. 
But he doesn’t belong in the same tier as Detroit’s top trade names, and 
it’s extremely hard to see him moving without money retained. Detroit got 
its draft pick for Staal when it acquired him. 

Sam Gagner 

Gagner has been quietly quite good for the Red Wings, turning in an 
expected goals percentage above 60(!) at 5-on-5, according to Evolving 
Hockey. So even though his hat trick last week featured some fluky 
goals, Gagner had earned that kind of puck luck with his play the rest of 
the season. His production isn’t what it once was, but he does have a 
very palatable contract and the kind of veteran perspective that a young 
team could benefit from, in addition to his good underlying numbers. 

Patrik Nemeth 

Nemeth is steady as a depth defenseman, should a contender need one, 
and, like Merrill, he’s played a heavy workload in Detroit. I wouldn’t bet 
on him moving, but it wouldn’t be a shock if a team decides to add a 
physical shot suppressor. 

Jonathan Bernier has a .913 save percentage. (Raj Mehta / USA Today) 

The ‘tough decision’ tier 

Jonathan Bernier 

This, to me, is the most interesting situation the Red Wings face in the 
next six weeks. 

On one hand, it’s always tough to predict how aggressive the goalie 
market will be at the trade deadline. And for the better part of two 
seasons now, Bernier has been Detroit’s best goaltender. My impression 
is that an extension would not be out of the question, and he’s certainly 
played well enough to justify it. 

Still, having a reliable tandem is important enough for contending teams 
to make a move for him, and Bernier is a solid, veteran option on a 
palatable $3 million contract. His save percentage is sitting at .913, and 
that’s on a Red Wings team that is once again near the bottom of the 
league. Custance and Duhatschek mentioned Colorado as a team that 
could make sense, and I also wonder whether Pittsburgh could be a fit, 
as the Penguins try to make another run with their core. 

The ‘most likely to move’ tier 

Luke Glendening 

You might have heard Glendening is the league’s leading face-off man. 
You might have heard it so many times you don’t want to hear it again, 
let alone read it in this column. But that, as well as Glendening’s profile 
as a match-up center, do, indeed, make him an attractive rental 
candidate for a contender steeling up for a playoff run. 

Glendening is Detroit’s alternate captain, and certainly a good example 
for the young players in the Red Wings’ locker room. But I don’t get the 
sense those things would stop the Red Wings from moving him if they 

get an offer that makes sense for their future. Moving Glendening also 
wouldn’t preclude Detroit from circling back to him in free agency — an 
idea that gets bandied about often at this time of year, but would 
especially make sense in this case. 

Don’t expect a major return for a player who still profiles as a fourth-line 
center, as I get the impression a third- or fourth-round pick might be more 
realistic. But the market, as always, will dictate that in time. It only takes 
one team to think he’s their missing piece. 

Bobby Ryan 

Ryan is the Red Wings’ leading scorer, so his one-year contract has 
already paid off on the ice for Detroit. It’s also paid off with a positive 
addition to the Red Wings’ locker room. Now, we’ll see if it pays off in 
terms of a future draft pick, as a bonus. 

He’s a different kind of player than Glendening, but veteran depth scorers 
are nonetheless a useful commodity at this time of year. Ryan has found 
a way to produce on an offensively-deficient team Detroit so far, and he’s 
cheap at $1 million. Those are two very good qualities to start with. 
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The Athletic / The NHL, NBC and ESPN: What we’re hearing about the 
next national TV (and streaming) deal 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Mar 4, 2021   

 

The puzzle is far from complete, but the pieces that will shape the NHL’s 
next national TV deal in the United States are starting to take shape. 

On Wednesday, Comcast Corp. chief executive officer Brian Roberts 
presented at the Morgan Stanley 2021 Technology, Media & Telecom 
Conference. Comcast is the parent company of current NHL rights holder 
NBC Universal, whose 10-year, $200 million-per-season deal with the 
league expires this summer. 

Speaking candidly about sports and streaming services, Roberts offered 
an insight into NBC’s thinking about the future of live sports on its 
services, indicating that some standing partnerships might be 
discontinued. 

“We’re very excited about, hopefully, a relationship continuing with the 
NFL. That’s a big priority. And there will be, therefore, tough decisions 
where we have relationships that maybe won’t be continued,” Roberts 
said. “And that’ll be someone else’s good fortune, perhaps. But we’re 
going to be disciplined in trying to find the balance so that it allows us to 
redirect assets to the conversation we’re just having about streaming or 
other technologies that might have emerged over the next few years that 
allow you to say, well, this is the right bet for us and, historically, it was 
that and tomorrow it is this.” 

The NFL, of course, is king, and NBC Universal is going to continue to 
pay big for the rights to “Sunday Night Football.” The NFL knows this and 
is working to leverage a king’s ransom for its product. When that 
happens, NBC might have to rethink what it spends on other sports 
entities. 

Roberts mentioned properties including the English Premier League, golf 
and the Olympics by name as part of strategic partnerships. Tellingly, he 
didn’t mention the NHL, while maintaining that live sports programming 
continues to be a crucial part of fulfilling the long-term goals of NBC 
Universal. 
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“It’s a pretty exciting opportunity for our company’s soul and heart and 
what we bring to our customers and to our employees. So we’re really 
high on what can happen with sports, there’s nothing like sports,” 
Roberts said. “And if you look in the U.S., with the Olympics and the NFL, 
and in the UK with the Premier League, we’re a very relevant company, 
but we’re going to have to make some choices. And they’ll be choices we 
make with shareholders in mind and long-term value as well.” 

In conversations with team, league and television executives over the 
past three weeks, there has been a feeling that the NHL’s preference 
would be a partial-rights deal for the national TV package instead of one 
network paying for an exclusive package. The NHL and NBC are 
intertwined; the league’s marquee regular-season event, the Winter 
Classic, was created because of the partnership, and NHL chief business 
officer Keith Wachtel has told The Athletic in the past that the league is 
happy with its NBC partnership. 

This is where ESPN will likely enter the fray and make a push for the 
other part of the American TV package — a development first reported 
by Sportsnet’s Chris Johnston in February. 

“Word is seeping out right now that ESPN has stepped up, and it looks 
like they will get at least part of this contract,” Johnston said on Feb. 20 
on “Hockey Night in Canada.” 

Talks with people on the NHL and television levels, both before and after 
Johnston’s report, suggested an overwhelming belief that ESPN will be a 
big player in the next national television deal. 

That brings us to the question of streaming, which is one of the bigger 
pieces often ignored in the national discourse about the NHL’s TV rights. 

In addition to the deal with NBC Universal expiring after this season, the 
NHL’s deal with Disney Streaming Services (DSS) also expires in 2021. 
The six-year deal, which was valued at $600 million and gave the NHL 
an equity stake of up to 10 percent in BAMTech (which was purchased 
by Disney in 2017 and re-branded Disney Streaming Services), had DSS 
take over digital properties, digital highlight rights, team websites and 
distribution of the digital streaming service NHL.tv. 

That the deals with both NBC and MLBAM end in the same year is no 
coincidence. And as streaming becomes a bigger part of viewer habits, it 
could become part of the national TV discussion with NBC Universal and 
ESPN. Both entities have made it clear they want to beef up their 
streaming platforms, Peacock and ESPN+. 

Certain NHL games are already carried on ESPN+. One NHL executive 
said it’s “not a crazy thought to think all of the current NHL.tv 
programming could be moved to that platform” with a new deal, perhaps 
working hand-in-hand with a slice of the national television deal on 
ESPN. 

The puzzle pieces seemingly are all there. Now it’s just a question of 
exactly how they fit together before the 2021-22 season. 
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The Athletic / NHL trade deadline: 13 prospects who could be moved 

 

By Corey Pronman  

Mar 4, 2021  

 

With the NHL trade deadline about a month away, it is time to highlight 
some young players who could be used as part of a trade package 
before April 12. Players are selected based on a combination of factors, 
from what I’ve heard from NHL sources to what the team’s depth chart 
looks like to how good the prospect is as a trade chip. 

Justin Barron, D, Colorado 

Colorado is high on Barron and I don’t think this is a player they are 
looking to move. But when teams look at their depth chart and see all the 
great young defensemen up on the big club, Barron is a natural fit when 
we talk about a big piece who could be used to make a trade deadline 
move to put them over the top. Barron, a first-round pick last October, 
has had a good, albeit not great season between the QMJHL and world 
juniors but would have enough trade value to be considered a significant 
asset in a deal. 

Henrik Borgstrom, C, Florida 

Borgstrom is currently playing in Finland without an NHL contract, but 
Florida holds his rights. He had a bumpy introduction to North American 
pro hockey. He’s a 6-foot-3 forward full of skill and playmaking ability, 
which is what made him land on many highlight reels at the University of 
Denver. Scouts are concerned by the lack of speed and compete in his 
game, but I think there remains interest in him for a change of scenery 
argument. 

Calle Clang, G, Pittsburgh 

It’s hard to get a read on the Penguins’ current approach after the 
management change. When they selected back-to-back goalies with their 
second and third-round picks in the 2020 draft in Joel Blomqvist and 
Calle Clang, respectively, it raised some eyebrows across the industry 
with some speculating either could be a trade chip. Both look like 
promising young players, with Clang taking a step this season to close 
the gap on Blomqvist in overall value. In Clang, I see a 6-foot-2 goalie 
with very good hockey sense and good but not great quickness who can 
project as a backup goalie, albeit one who is still just 18. 

Vladislav Firstov, LW, Minnesota 

The Wild’s biggest organizational strength is on the wing. The logical 
suspects discussed in their organization as trade bait are wingers Firstov 
and Adam Beckman, although sources suspect Beckman will be hard to 
pry away from the Wild given his rise as a prospect, plus the Wild are not 
suspected to be aggressive at the deadline. Firstov is having a good 
sophomore year, scoring a point per game at UConn. He’s a 6-foot-1, 
highly skilled and creative forward who lacks NHL speed but has a 
chance to be an NHL regular. 

Morgan Geekie, C, Carolina 

Geekie has been quite good in his time as a pro at the AHL level with 
flashes in the NHL. I think he could be a regular NHL forward, maybe 
even a good regular forward due to his great puck skills, vision and shot 
in a big frame with a decent compete level. His skating has always been 
a significant issue, which has limited his ice time and role on Carolina. I 
think he can overcome it, but he needs waivers next season. Carolina is 
a deep team up front, and — like with Janne Kuokkanen, who was traded 
to New Jersey last season and in a similar waiver situation — Geekie is 
likely an asset that it makes more sense to move for a lineup boost than 
see him walk for nothing. 

Spencer Knight, G, Florida 

This is one that I’m sure will cause some eyes in Florida to twitch, as I 
don’t think they want to trade Knight, who is one of the top young goalies 
outside the game. But it is a topic being discussed around the league in 
light of the fact that Sergei Bobrovsky has a cap hit of $10 million through 
the 2026 season. I do think there is a path forward for this to work out. In 
the NHL, an increasing pattern is trying to have two reliable goalies. 
Knight is likely still a year or two away, in which time Bobrovsky will likely 
be in the decline of his career — and I’m sure some would argue that is 
already occurring. I think Florida and Knight can make it work, but some 
in the NHL are doubters that will happen. 

Klim Kostin, LW, St. Louis 

Kostin has been up and down the last two years, although he’s been on a 
strong run in recent weeks in the KHL. He’s an interesting player 
because of the size, skating, physicality and offensive playmaking ability 
— although how much has always been a point of debate. I think he 
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could still be an NHL player, but if the Blues want to buy, he’s the guy 
teams point to as the obvious candidate. 

Timothy Liljegren, D, Toronto 

The 21-year-old Liljegren is off to a hot start this season in the AHL. It 
may seem like he’s been around forever since he came to the AHL at 18, 
but there is still a season and a half left on his entry-level contract. I still 
like this player. I see a defenseman with great skill and offensive instincts 
who is a good, not great skater. And he developed his defensive game 
enough to play heavy minutes in the AHL. I think he has an NHL future, 
and it could be with Toronto. But as a featured piece for a trade deadline 
push, he would be the likely candidate in their prospect pool per 
discussions with teams around the league. 

Mason Lohrei, D, Boston 

Boston drafting Lohrei in the second round as a second-year eligible 
prospect last October raised some eyebrows around the league. But to 
the Bruins’ credit, he’s been the clear best defenseman in the USHL this 
season as a 19-year-old. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman with great hands 
and offensive instincts. Lohrei is a poor skater, though, and the question 
on him among scouts is how his game will translate to higher, quicker 
levels. His value is at an all-time high, he has the attention of more 
scouts now and it would make sense for the Bruins to leverage that at the 
deadline. 

Kirill Marchenko, RW, Columbus and Ivan Morozov, C, Vegas 

Both Marchenko and Morozov were second-round picks in 2018 by 
Columbus and Vegas, respectively; have had strong 20-year-old seasons 
in the KHL; and signed extensions with SKA St. Petersburg through the 
end of the 2022 KHL season. It’s very possible both end up with their 
respective NHL clubs a year from now, but they are being monitored by 
other clubs. SKA is a rich team and will certainly make another bid to 
extend them, and if that were to occur, it will beg the question of if they 
are better off being used as a trade asset. 

Victor Mete, D, Montreal 

Given Mete’s lack of playing time and whether his trade request was real 
or not, this is one sources around the league are monitoring and think 
could be moved at the deadline. He’s an elite skater, which excites 
teams; but given he’s a 5-foot-9 defenseman who’s not exceptional 
offensively nor defensively, the question some clubs have is what role he 
fits  — which is why he was a fourth-round pick. I think there’s enough 
puck-moving instinct in his game as he develops to take a regular even-
strength shift, and for a team with less defensive depth, he would fit in 
nicely. 

Jayden Struble, D, Montreal 

Struble’s name here is more a symptom of Montreal’s excessive amount 
of left-handed defense prospects than any source singling him out as a 
guy Montreal wants to move. Alexander Romanov, Victor Mete, Kaiden 
Guhle, Jordan Harris and Mattias Norlinder are all also considered quality 
LHD prospects in the Montreal organization, and industry sources think 
it’s very possible Montreal ends up moving one. Struble is the common 
one of that group I’ve heard mentioned by industry sources, and he is 
having a fine season at Northeastern. He is a mobile, physical 
defenseman who has some offensive touch but is not expected to be a 
big scorer at the higher levels. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Demko finds accomplices as Canucks make clean 
getaway vs. Maple Leafs 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

March 5, 2021, 2:00 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – A funny thing happened as goalie Thatcher Demko was 
trying to steal the Vancouver Canucks a hockey game. He discovered 
some accomplices. 

Badly outshot in the first 25 minutes of Thursday’s game by the mighty 
Toronto Maple Leafs, the Canucks needed Demko to be brilliant, which 
he was. But by the third period, the goalie had lots of help making a 
getaway with a precious and unlikely two points as Vancouver beat 
Toronto 3-1 at Rogers Arena. 

Demko has been outperforming his team for a while. In his previous six 
games, the first-year starter posted a save rate of .927, but won only 
twice. So, a visit by the NHL-leading Leafs always looked like a potential 
smash-and-grab game the goalie might have to steal. 

But rather than let him try to perform the heist alone, teammates dug in to 
help and played one of their best third periods this season, stringing 
together a series of zone-dominant shifts before Bo Horvat’s goal at 7:56 
extended the lead and sent the Canucks on to their most impressive 
victory this year. 

Far more surprising than Demko’s performance was that long-lost winger 
Jake Virtanen, who has spent time this season in the trade-display case, 
scored twice to drive the Canucks attack. 

“That's the player we envision,” Canucks coach Travis Green said of the 
24-year-old winger. “He was getting places, he was taking the puck, he 
was playing with authority, taking pucks wide and using his speed, 
shooting. If he can bring that game to the table every night, he's a very 
effective player in the league. I was happy for him to have a big game 
tonight for us. That's the player that we've envisioned from Day 1.” 

Virtanen was drafted sixth overall in 2014, so this is actually something 
like Day 2440. But if the forward from Abbotsford played more often like 
he did Thursday, Jim Benning wouldn’t have been trying for much of the 
last year to see what he can get in a trade. 

Virtanen’s previous score – besides signing a new two-year contract on 
Oct. 22 – came on a lucky bounce in Calgary on Jan. 18. 

“A lot of players go through it, and it's just part of hockey and part of the 
business,” Virtanen said of the noise around him this season. “For me, I 
love playing in Vancouver and I love the Vancouver fans. They're super 
passionate; they just want us to win. Other than that, it is what it is. I try 
to stay positive as much as I can. I have great teammates. We all support 
each other in that room. Family support me, and friends. I haven't tried to 
be negative or anything. Tonight was a good stepping stone. 

“I think management has faith in me. I want to stay a Canuck as long as I 
can. I love playing here.” 

Any team would love to have the Virtanen who played Thursday. 

“He's a such an effective player when he's skating and playing confident,” 
Demko said. “You're able to see that tonight. I'm really happy for him. It's 
really good to see.” 

Virtanen scorched Toronto defenceman Justin Holl one-on-one to open 
scoring on a power move to the net just 2:59 into the game, then burned 
Leafs goalie Michael Hutchinson with a short-side shot from an acute 
angle that broke a 1-1 tie at 11:29 of the middle frame. 

But on shift that preceded Virtanen’s game-winner, Demko stacked his 
pads to stop Ilya Mikheyev on a shorthanded two-on-one. 

Pierre Engvall, given an open freeway to the net after Canucks Travis 
Hamonic and Marc Michaelis, the 25-year-old German forward who 
made his NHL debut, was the only Leaf to beat Demko, tying the game 
1-1 at 17:15 of the opening period. 
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Demko finished with 31 saves, including late point-blank stops against 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. But the Canucks actually outshot 
the Leafs 9-7 in the final period. 

After closing out a three-game beatdown of the Edmonton Oilers on 
Wednesday, the Maple Leafs will be better rested for Saturday’s rematch 
in Vancouver. But the Canucks had a lot to feel good about on Thursday 
after getting swept in a three-game series in Toronto last month, losing 
by a combined score of 15-5. 

“I think that's the biggest takeaway from the game, going into the third 
period up one and being able to not only play smart but continue playing 
our game and continue playing aggressive and keeping the puck down in 
their end,” Demko said. “Those things all end up with Bo scoring a big 
goal to give us a little cushion there, which is huge. A huge step in the 
right direction I think for our group.” 

It was a giant stride taken without star centre Elias Pettersson, who was 
unable to play for the Canucks due to an “upper-body injury” that has him 
out day to day. 

“I just like that we stuck with it,” Green said of the way the Canucks 
closed out the Leafs after blowing multi-goal leads three times in recent 
games. “We kept skating, we kept pressuring. I thought we made good 
decisions not just with the puck but without the puck, which is an area 
that we've been talking about a lot with our group. 

“I thought Demmer played a great game, but it didn't feel like it was a 
one-sided game. That's an offensive team (and) you're going to give up 
chances. Your goalie's going to have to make some saves, and I thought 
Demmer played a great game.” 

And he had plenty of help. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames to get necessary wake-up call in Sutter's no-
nonsense approach 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 5, 2021, 2:31 AM 

 

Minutes after Thursday’s post-game press release announced Darryl 
Sutter was returning to coach the Calgary Flames, a front office source 
succinctly summed up the rationale. 

“This group needs a wake-up,” he said. 

Not many GMs get to go through four coaches in less than seven years. 
Then again, not many GMs have overseen a group of players as 
temperamental as these Flames. 

Just a few days after Milan Lucic made an emphatic case for not blaming 
coach Geoff Ward for the team’s latest woes, Brad Treliving relieved him 
of his duties. 

He did so less than an hour after the Flames pieced together a 7-3 win 
over Ottawa that married execution with work ethic and accountability. 

Those last two traits have been absent for an alarming number of Flames 
games this year, opening the door for a man whose career has revolved 
around both. As a player, coach and GM, Darryl Sutter has seen hard 
work and accountability as the backbone of his success in hockey. 

The man who guided Calgary to within two goals of a Stanley Cup in 
2004, is back. Boy, is this group in for a rude awakening. 

He’s not just a stopgap measure, as Sportsnet has confirmed he’s here 
on a three-year deal. 

An ownership group that has long been hesitant to spend big money on a 
coach will do exactly that in a year in which losses are already expected 
to be in excess of $60 million. 

After all, Sutter doesn’t come cheap. What he comes with is a no-B.S. 
approach that will quickly help management determine which players are 
the problem here. 

For years, Treliving has been trying to find different ways for coaches to 
tap into the potential of this team. He fired Bob Hartley in 2016 for being 
too hard on a room that had tuned the coach out. He then fired Glen 
Gulutzan for being too chummy with the lads. 

Bill Peters took more of a hard line with the players, but his act was 
wearing thin before Akim Aliu stepped forward with racism allegations 
that ended his time in Calgary. Ward stepped in and preached an open-
door policy with players, soliciting input from them as he made decisions 
on everything from lines to days off. 

It worked at first, turning around what looked like a lost season last year, 
before getting even more buy-in from the team in the bubble. 

Alas, this year has been a disaster, as the team has become the NHL’s 
most unpredictable bunch, based largely around a suspect work ethic. 

Given the respect he gave players and the approach he took with them, 
Ward deserved better from the players. Despite compiling a 35-26-5 
record, Ward has been in the crosshairs of most Flames fans who blame 
him for the wild inconsistency of this group. They have been beating the 
drum for weeks to have a proven coach like Bruce Boudreau or Gerard 
Gallant come in. 

Few considered the possibility of a Sutter return, even though his 
familiarity with the city and organization makes him a logical candidate. 

The idea is that the team’s uneven approach ends now with Sutter, the 
club’s 18th head coach, considering he’s coached here before. Owner of 
a winning record in 15 of 18 seasons behind the bench, the two-time 
Stanley Cup winner in L.A. took the Flames to Game 7 of the Stanley 
Cup Final his first full year in Cowtown. 

Is this team capable of a similar turnaround? Well, for starters, it’s more 
talented than the group Jarome Iginla and Miikka Kiprusoff carried on 
their backs. 

Now the 62-year-old is heading back into town from his farm in Viking, 
where he told Sportsnet several years ago he was finished with coaching 
and had no intention of returning. He said last year his role as an advisor 
with Anaheim suited him fine. 

And then, as Treliving searched for someone he could count on fixing 
what ails his team, he reached out to Sutter. 

It would have been an easy sell with ownership, who were forever 
grateful for Sutter’s ability to transform and revitalize a sinking franchise 
first as a coach, then as GM from 2002 to 2010. 

The 17th-winning coach in NHL lore is here because his demands on 
players are non-negotiable. 

Players who’ve played for Sutter have forever said they didn’t particularly 
enjoy their time under him, but understood he generally got the best out 
of teams. Sutter’s approach certainly softened ever so slightly when he 
left Calgary and joined the Kings. But the reason you bring him in is 
obvious. 

He will change the culture in Calgary, where being tight-knit hasn’t 
necessarily served the lads well. And it won’t take long for the players to 
understand that. 

A press conference via Zoom at 11 a.m. MT Friday will spell it all out. 

Loud and clear. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Time To Step Up Edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

March 4, 2021, 11:47 AM 

 

What have you done for me lately? 

In sports, sometimes that's all that matters. Within the span of a month 
we saw Montreal go from juggernaut to juggernot as they fired their head 
coach. The New York Islanders were floundering a bit to start the 
season, but have found a groove again and we shake our heads at all 
who doubted Barry Trotz. 

If you're good, everyone loves you. And if you're bad, well, they might be 
calling for your job or a trade. 

So this week's edition looks at some players around the league whose 
time it is to stand up. These are mostly struggling players, but in some 
cases a surge in production would up trade value, better position the 
player for an upcoming contract negotiation, or just help the team more 
generally. 

As always, these rankings reflect the overall performance of these teams, 
with a bit more weight put into recent success. We are not ranking the 
players mentioned. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

What a ridiculous exercise to do for a team without any real weakness. 
OK fine, let's go with Tyler Johnson, who no one claimed on waivers prior 
to the season and seems a likely bet to end up in Seattle via the 
expansion draft. His nine points in 19 games is more or less on par with 
his production in recent seasons, but for the Lightning to reconsider his 
future place on the team, he'll need to give more. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

It's hard to pick out a step-up candidate for a juggernaut team without 
anyone underperforming much, so we'll nitpick a bit here. Reilly Smith 
has been solid in his own right, with one of the better Corsi percentages 
on the team at 5-on-5, and it's not as though his grip on a top-six spot is 
loosening at all. But we've come to expect more goals from him in recent 
years and he hasn't scored any since Feb. 7. It's not only a shooting 
percentage lull – his shot rates are down a bit per game. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Frederik Andersen started this season like so many others before it: 
slowly. Instead of a shaky October, it was an unsteady January but he 
rebounded nicely in February and now has the same .909 save 
percentage he finished last season with. But can he sustain this 
turnaround the rest of the season and have an overall bounce-back 
season? Ultimately, Andersen will be judged on whether or not he can 
win the big game for the Leafs and that won't be determined until the 
playoffs. He has a new contract to play for and Toronto has to figure out 
if he's worth investing another $5-million contract in for his age 32 
season. 

4. Washington Capitals 

None of this is a knock on Ilya Samsonov, who we're just happy to see 
back in the crease after contracting COVID-19 and battling that. "Had 
trouble breathing for a little bit there, and walking a bit," he said. Scary 
stuff. More than anything, we're rooting for him to return strong. In his first 

game back, he stopped 19 of 21 shots in a win over New Jersey and the 
Caps need him back at his usual level. Washington has done well playing 
through their COVID-related absences, staying at the top of their division 
with Vitek Vanecek in net. Give Samsonov some time, but the team will 
ultimately need him to regain control of the net comfortably. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Lack of secondary scoring has been a recent concern around the Bruins 
and signing Craig Smith to a three-year deal and $3.1-million cap hit this 
off-season was done to help that area of the team. He started well, with 
four points in his first six games, but ever since David Pastrnak returned 
and reclaimed his place on the top line, Smith has four points in 13 
games further down the lineup. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

What is Dougie Hamilton worth on a new contract? For a guy who was in 
the Norris discussion before he got injured last season, you can see a 
path to something like the $8.8 million Alex Pietrangelo got as a free 
agent. But he has just a single goal this season and doesn't lead the 
Canes in ice time or 5-on-5 scoring from defencemen. So, is he worth 
closer to Torey Krug's $6.5 million? A big second half will make his 
negotiations with the Hurricanes more interesting. 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Nathan MacKinnon's line will get theirs, but who leads the second wave? 
Brandon Saad was brought in to hopefully do that, but after a strong 
finish to January he's got on the score sheet in just one of his past eight 
games. It's time for the pending UFA to get going again. 

8. New York Islanders 

A solid goal scorer the past three seasons, Anthony Beauvillier was even 
taking a step last season before the pandemic pulled the plug in March 
2020. But he's scored just a single goal in 13 games this season even 
though he's started more than 60 per cent of his shifts in the offensive 
zone. He'll be an RFA this summer, but this regression was not 
anticipated. 

9. Florida Panthers 

The team defence is much, much better this season, the offence is just 
as elite as it was in 2020 and backup Chris Driedger is giving the backup 
support every team hopes for. But $10-million goalie Sergei Bobrovsky 
still looks nothing close to the Vezina winner he's been in the past. He 
could find it at any time, and has been better lately, but he's not stealing 
games or finding consistency in his second season with that seven-year 
contract. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 

While the Blue Jackets aren't winning much these days, Patrik Laine and 
Jack Roslovic have both been pretty productive in their new setting. 
Pierre-Luc Dubois hasn't had such a smooth transition, first getting 
injured, then getting eased into a return on the wing before going back to 
centre. He has points in two of his seven games with the Jets, but what 
you really want from Dubois is a strong defensive presence and an ability 
to tilt the ice. 

We haven't seen peak Dubois yet and the Jets have been outshot 60-45 
when he's been on the ice, one of the more lopsided shot differentials on 
the team. Once he becomes the Dubois that made a name for himself 
against Toronto in last year's summer qualifier, it should help the Jets as 
they seek improvement as a defensive unit. 

11. Chicago Blackhawks 

After brother Ryan saw a steep rise in production as a 26-year-old for the 
Rangers last season, Dylan Strome and the Hawks would like him to 
have a similar uptick and get back to the pace he was on two years ago. 
Whether that means he's doing it for the Hawks all season, or makes him 
a more attractive trade asset, remains to be seen. 

12. Minnesota Wild 
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Healthy-scratched for Wednesday's game after an ill-advised shift led to 
Vegas's tying goal on Monday, Zach Parise should return with a chip on 
his shoulder. He has only one goal in his past 13 games, and if he turns 
on, the surprise Wild would become a lot scarier. 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Vince Dunn has been a trade candidate for the past few months, but 
injuries have opened up greater opportunity for him on the blue line in St. 
Louis. He's underperforming last season even though he gets heavy 
offensive zone usage and needs to get back to that level so that either 
the Blues can get a nice return in trade, or he can get a nice raise as an 
RFA this off-season. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers' defence has been a bit of a disappointment, but having 
Carter Hart struggle as veteran Brian Elliott thrives is a surprise. Hart is 
the future of this crease and is in a contract season, but Elliott is earning 
more starts. Hart has allowed four goals or more in four of his past six 
starts, has an .893 save percentage and the league's fourth-worst goals 
saved above average at -6.02. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

When Evgeni Malkin is fifth on his team in scoring, it's a disappointment. 
The 34-year-old has scored just four times this season, and only twice at 
even strength. He has one year left on his contract and if the new 
management in Pittsburgh considers big changes this off-season, Malkin 
will again be a part of trade rumours. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

The hot start James Neal had last season is a distant memory as the 
grumpy goal scorer has been made a healthy scratch on occasion and 
mustered only two tallies all season (and they came in the same game). 
Even a stint with Connor McDavid on Wednesday didn't generate more 
than a single shot on goal. His $5.75-million contract will have buyout 
potential, though that could be tough to swallow in a flat cap. 

17. Arizona Coyotes 

Some great offensive performances have finally broken through at the 
top of the lineup, but only one forward outside the top six has scored 
more than two goals. They still need some depth production to come 
through, and we'd look to 2015 11th-overall pick Lawson Crouse. After 
scoring 15 times last season, the third-liner still doesn't have one in 2021. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

OK Drew Doughty, you want to be on more projected Team Canada 
Olympic rosters? You've got less than a year to make your case for one 
of those six spots and beat out a younger wave of exciting blue-line 
talent. The 17 points in 20 games he's put up this year is a good start. 

19. Montreal Canadiens 

If Carey Price was performing as he did in the summer bubble, Stephane 
Waite would still be Montreal's goalie coach. The surprise dismissal 
Tuesday night was made to get a different voice in Price's ear and help 
improve his .893 save percentage this season. Price shouldn't be losing 
games the way he has and, ultimately, should be helping Montreal steal 
games when the offence is struggling. 

20. New York Rangers 

Over the two seasons prior to this one, Mika Zibanejad was the NHL's 
12th-highest goal scorer so the fact he's scored just twice in 20 games 
this season is really hurting the Rangers, whose offence ranks 24th. 

21. Calgary Flames 

Sam Bennett may want out of Calgary, but if he can't produce offence or 
do more to tilt the ice in his team's favour, there's not going to be enough 
of a market for the Flames to move a player who has suddenly shown up 
as an important part of the team in recent playoffs. 

22. Nashville Predators 

A few of the commitments GM David Poile has made on this roster are 
looking regrettable right now, and the contract that pays Matt Duchene 
$8 million per season through 2025-26 is one of the more egregious. 
He's pointless in his past seven and is a team-worst minus-13. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Max Domi was brought in as a hopeful centre and that didn't work. So he 
was moved back to the wing and it hasn't been much better. Domi has a 
team-worst minus-11, while Josh Anderson is generally crushing it in 
Montreal. Domi's $5.3-million cap hit for this season and next is looking 
questionable right about now. 

24. New Jersey Devils 

Where's the Nikita Gusev we saw last year who led the Devils in even-
strength scoring? He's managed only four points and a team-worst 
minus-7 in that situation this season. As he heads toward extension talks 
or exploring free agency, the flat cap will make it hard for him to pull in 
$4.5 million again if his production doesn't recover. 

25. Dallas Stars 

Miro Heiskanen set the bar so high for himself last season that we expect 
more than the zero goals and just two primary assists at 5-on-5. The 
Stars have a single win in their past 10 and no player has been on the ice 
for more 5-on-5 goals against in that stretch than Heiskanen. If Dallas is 
going to turn this thing around, the young Heiskanen needs to be a 
leader. 

26. San Jose Sharks 

Another groin injury for Erik Karlsson has interrupted his season, but he 
did score his first of the campaign after coming back. Karlsson's declining 
production has been a concern and his five points in 15 games is so far 
continuing that trend. Big-money, long-term contracts are biting the 
Sharks and if Karlsson doesn't eventually recover his $11-million cap hit 
for another six seasons is going to become a major issue. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

It hasn't been a good year for any of the Canucks and frustration is 
starting to boil over. That's been most noticeable with J.T. Miller, who has 
caught the attention of fans and media for his body language during 
games. After scoring 27 goals in his first season with Vancouver, 
assuaging concerns that the first-round pick price tag to attain him was 
too costly, Miller has six goals in 23 games this season, including two in 
his past two games. The Canucks have been playing better hockey lately 
and not getting rewarded for it, so they'll look to their leaders to keep their 
heads down and pull them through. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

As the kids grow into the league and get more comfortable taking on lead 
roles, the Sens signed Evgenii Dadonov as a free agent to have some 
guaranteed veteran production. But the $5-million player has had one 
short good stretch this season and has been largely quiet outside of that 
five-game stretch last month. Dadonov is 10th in team scoring after 
finishing fourth on Florida's attack a year ago. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Year-over-year improvement had Anthony Mantha on track to be a 30-
goal scorer in this league, but outside of a three-game goal streak he's 
been rather quiet this season. Mantha has scored just six times in 24 
games – and twice in his past 10 – as the Red Wings' team offence 
sputters at the bottom of the league. Can he be a consistent driver for 
this team as it tries to emerge from a rebuild, or will he turn into a trade 
asset before his contract expires in a few years? 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

I mean, take your pick right? As they lose grip on yet another season, the 
Sabres are going to have to get into selling mode again. We've got to 
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think pending UFA Taylor Hall will be on the block, but what will the 
return look like for a player with a single goal in 20 games? 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Four goals and five points in 18 games for Adam Henrique doesn't 
measure up to his $5.825-million cap hit (which runs another three 
years). He's passed through waivers already this season, and if he does 
improve the Ducks could try and trade him (but likely retain some salary). 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Bukauskas Notebook: How Drake Batherson has 
evolved as a scorer 

 

Kyle Bukauskas@SNkylebukauskas 

March 4, 2021, 1:33 PM 

 

Every other Thursday, Sportsnet’s Kyle Bukauskas will give you a peek 
behind the curtain and share stories about what he sees and hears in his 
job as a rink side reporter. 

Here’s this week’s collection: 

1. One observation the Senators’ Matt Murray had after Drake Batherson 
scored in his sixth consecutive game on Monday was Batherson’s ability 
to consistently be in the right spot to get a quality chance. 

A lot of that has to do with his hockey sense, no question, but part of the 
reason he has managed to beat opponents to those areas is his 
improved skating. 

Jill Plandowski is a power skating coach in Halifax and has known 
Batherson since he was born. She went to Acadia University with 
Batherson’s dad, Norm. For years, just one house separated the 
Plandowskis and Bathersons in the neighbourhood where Drake grew 
up. 

Plandowski first started working with Batherson in the spring of 2017 a 
few months before the Senators selected him 121st overall. At the time, 
he wasn’t a great skater and was still adjusting to his own height. 
Batherson went from hovering around the five-foot mark at age 15 to 
suddenly north of six-feet just a few years later. 

The biggest improvement in Plandowski’s eyes has been Batherson’s 
posture while skating. Drake loves to golf in the summertime. Plandowski 
said he used to skate with such rounded shoulders like he’s hovering 
over a putt. Over time, they have worked on getting his shoulders back, 
promoting more arm action and opening up his chest and hips as he 
moves. 

“That just helps everything,” Plandowski said. 

Plandowski and her husband, Darryl, who is the Arizona Coyotes 
Director of Amateur Scouting, have three boys in hockey. Jack (15), 
Oscar (17) and Marshall (19) all grew up idolizing Batherson. He was the 
local star who was not going to be denied of reaching his ultimate goal. 

“Every step of the way he has had to prove himself and he has more than 
done it,” Plandowski said. 

2. Watching the video the Sens put out with Tim Stützle talking about 
being named the NHL’s Rookie of the Month for February, two things 
stuck out to me. 

First, when describing the roll his linemate Batherson was on he said, “he 
is very hot right now.” That had me searching how popular the movie 

Zoolander was in Germany in its day (it did over $2 million in the box 
office according to boxofficemojo.com). 

Second, Stützle referred to Batherson as “Schmotzy”. That was a 
nickname I had never heard before and my interest was instantly piqued. 
I decided to go straight to the source. 

As the story goes, Batherson was watching an old hockey documentary 
one night when he was playing Jr. A and was drawn to Bobby Schmautz 
of the Boston Bruins. He loved that his nickname was “Schmotzy” so 
much he decided to take the name for himself. 

“So I told my buddies to start calling me that,” Batherson said with a 
laugh. 

“Ever since I was 17 I’ve had that name and all my teammates and 
friends have called me that.” 

Schmotzy and Stü. Dynamic linemates with great chemistry, or buddy 
cop TV show in the making? 

3. Andrew Matheson was the student manager for the Arizona State 
Men’s Hockey Team when he first started working with Joey Daccord in 
his freshman season during the 2016-17 campaign. Matheson comes 
from a goaltending background and the two would go over video together 
between games. 

Their relationship became so strong, head coach Greg Powers made 
Matheson the goalie coach for Daccord’s final two years with the Sun 
Devils. 

One of his favourite Daccord stories came at the start of his junior year. 
Daccord was fresh off a summer of putting in a lot of work and was ready 
to have a big season. As they went out for their first on-ice goaltending 
session…it was Daccord giving Matheson his marching orders. 

“Okay, Mel, here’s what you’re going to do,” Matheson recalls Daccord 
saying (Mel is short for Melon, which is Matheson’s nickname due to an 
oversized noggin). 

“You’re going to stand in the slot and shoot pucks at my head.” 

“What?” 

“You’re going to shoot 30-40 pucks from the slot at my head and I’m 
going to catch them.” 

Matheson couldn’t believe what he was being asked to do, but he 
obliged. He started sifting a couple pucks towards Daccord’s head before 
the goalie stopped him. 

“Mel, you gotta shoot harder than that,” Daccord told him. 

“So here I am just bombing pucks at his head and he’s catching every 
one of them,” Matheson said. 

“That was one of my favourites.” 

Matheson is now the Director of Operations for the men’s hockey 
program at ASU. He described Daccord as someone who has a lot of 
energy and doesn’t stop talking about hockey. 

“I just embraced it,” Matheson said. “If he felt he had someone in his 
corner, I knew it would be special to watch him develop.” 

Daccord had 30 saves in his second career start in Tuesday’s loss to 
Montreal. The wins are going to come in time. He’s got a good head on 
his shoulders, after all. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What a trade for Sabres' Jack Eichel could reasonably 
look like 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

March 4, 2021, 11:57 AM 

 

A whole bunch of teams will be on their toes with excitement in the event 
Jack Eichel is actually put on the trade market by the Buffalo Sabres. 
And any club on the fence about at least making a phone call should 
contemplate the fact it’s been 15 years since we saw a centre this 
accomplished and young dealt -- and that guy is still racking up a point-
per-game a few months shy of his 42nd birthday. 

The entire hockey world was jolted when a 26-year-old Joe Thornton was 
traded by the Boston Bruins to the San Jose Sharks on the last day of 
November in 2005 for Brad Stuart, Marco Sturm and Wayne Primeau. 
That out-of-the-blue move was a very different dynamic than the slow-
drip brewing in Buffalo, where the icky pale of losing is sticking to 
everyone. The infamously underwhelming return for Thornton -- who’s 
producing like a pup again while playing left wing on a deadly Toronto trio 
-- is also, presumably, not something that would resemble any haul the 
Sabres would receive for Eichel. But the fact pivots the calibre of 
Thornton and Eichel -- who doesn’t turn 25 until October -- so 
infrequently get moved in their prime begs the question, what does a 
trade package for a superstar centre even look like in this sport? 

A quick round of housekeeping before we dive into this. For those 
wondering about another big-time Boston centre moved in the cap era, 
Tyler Seguin was a good player dripping with potential when he was 
dealt in 2013, but hadn’t developed into the force he became in Dallas. 
Trading Eichel would be a different ball of wax. 

Also, Eichel is locked up at a cap hit of $10 million for the next five years. 
That’s an extremely palatable number for a guy who has averaged over a 
point-per-game dating back to 2017-18 and would likely be even more 
prolific than that if he had the benefit of some higher-end running mates. 

Finally, we have to acknowledge Eichel has not asked to be moved, nor 
have the Sabres indicated they’re on the precipice of dealing him. It’s just 
logic-infused speculation at this point, because the rumblings are getting 
harder to ignore and who wouldn’t be fed up with more than a half-
decade of losing? 

Why are the Sabres occupying the NHL's cellar? 

All that out of the way, it’s an interesting time to contemplate an Eichel 
move because there are situations with some parallels in other sports 
that are either ongoing or have recently come to a resolution. James 
Harden, the NBA’s MVP in 2017-18, pushed his way out of Houston -- 
and had both the figurative and literal weight to do it because part of his 
protest while stuck there included throwing in the wet nap on conditioning 
-- earlier this season and now plays for the circuit’s latest mega team with 
Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving in Brooklyn. In the NFL, teams are drooling 
over the possibility of acquiring 25-year-old quarterback Deshaun 
Watson, the rare pro sports star who toils for a more hopeless 
organization than Eichel. Watson has reportedly told the bumbling 
Houston Texans he has no intention of taking another snap for them in 
his career. 

The full web of the four-team trade that sent Harden to Brooklyn looks 
like the equation Matt Damon solved on an MIT chalkboard in Good Will 
Hunting. Put it this way; there are first-round picks in 2027 involved. As 
for Watson, some speculate he could return three, four, maybe even five 
first-rounders in a league where NCAA players are drafted in April with 
the expectation they can make an impact on their NFL team five months 
later. As much as NHL organizations preach building from the ground up, 
draft pick capital just carries more weight in the NBA and NFL. 

For laughs, let’s temporarily live in a world where transactions that were 
just a boatload of futures on one side happened frequently in hockey. I 

think we’d immediately come back to Thornton’s old team in Boston. 
Eichel is a Massachusetts boy and the Bruins are an ultra-competitive 
team. Boston is also the rare Cup contender that has a smidgen of 
breathing room under the salary cap right now with the possibility of 
much more to come when David Krejci’s $7.25-million hit comes off the 
books this summer. Imagine running an Eichel-anchored line out there 
right after Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak have 
terrorized an opponent’s top defence pair. 

Would Boston fork over four first-rounders to bring that scenario to life? 
Given how good Eichel is and the fact he’s only 24, the B’s would have to 
think about it. The reality, though, is those picks just don’t have the same 
appeal for the Sabres because they’re not likely to be high selections and 
-- even if they are -- an 18-year-old drafted in 2024 isn’t going to help 
your team until the back half of this decade. How do you sell that to a 
fanbase that hasn’t seen the playoffs since 2011? 

If I’m Sabres GM Kevyn Adams, my mind is drifting more towards high-
end drafted prospects that could play now or very soon. Good teams 
don’t often have those in abundance because they haven’t been 
selecting at the top of the board. Those same quality clubs also tend to 
be squeezed under the cap. In the NFL, franchises find all kinds of ways 
to stretch contracts out like chewed gum to bring their annual hit down; 
not so much in the hard-cap NHL. 

Perhaps that’s why the two teams linked most to Eichel out of the gate 
are the New York Rangers and Los Angeles Kings. Both have been 
toiling in the middle or bottom of the league for a couple of seasons, 
allowing them to stock the prospect cupboard with gamers. (In the 
Rangers’ case, Lady Luck gets a huge stick tap for the way the NHL 
Draft Lottery played the past two years). 

That said, one of the things that stuck out to me while inhaling 
speculation about a Watson trade came from Kevin Clark of The Ringer. 
His advice to NFL teams grappling with the fact there might not even be 
a precedent for the scale of a Watson swap was basically, if the model 
for the move doesn’t already exist -- in the case of this player -- you 
invent a new one. 

NHL teams may be a little more handcuffed when it comes to weaving 
magic, but the sentiment stands. Given how odd it is for a centre like 
Eichel to become available, you test every wand and trap door at your 
disposal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' flourishing young core driving force behind 
offensive surge 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

March 4, 2021, 1:21 PM 

 

Until this current rebuild, the Ottawa Senators generally relied on veteran 
stars to lead the team offensively. 

Year-end point leaders were at or near their peak as players – guys 
named Mark Stone, Erik Karlsson and Kyle Turris, dating back to 2012-
13. 

With the departures of goal scorers like Stone, Mike Hoffman, Matt 
Duchene and Anthony Duclair in recent years, general manager Pierre 
Dorion probably imagined that veteran Evgenii Dadonov, signed as a free 
agent out of Florida in the off-season, would be the one to replace the 23 
goals (in 66 games) lost with the departure of Duclair from last season. 
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Dadonov has actually played well and been productive with seven goals 
in 25 games, which projects to 23 goals in a regular 82-game season. 

And yet, how stunning and refreshing to see the young names atop the 
Senators’ list of top scorers. 

Drake Batherson, 22, and Brady Tkachuk, 21, lead Ottawa in goals with 
nine each in 25 games. Not since a young Alexei Yashin, 23, Daniel 
Alfredsson, 24, and Alexandre Daigle, 22, were one-two-three in scoring 
in 1996-97 have the Senators had such an array of youthful talent 
leading the way. 

In fact, forget the top three – the top five point producers on the Senators 
are all 24 or younger: Batherson (18 points), Tkachuk (16), Thomas 
Chabot (15), Tim Stützle (14) and Josh Norris (13) 

Stützle is just 19 years old, and Norris is 21. Chabot is the old man of the 
group at 24. 

If one of the main goals of this season was to turn Ottawa’s young 
prospects into productive and confident NHL players, mission 
accomplished. Especially in the forward ranks. 

In the more challenging training ground of the backend, it remains a work 
in progress as Erik Brannstrom and Christian Wolanin find their way. 
What a pleasant surprise Artem Zub has been, the 25-year-old who 
joined the Senators from the KHL. He has become one of Ottawa’s 
steadiest, if slightly under-used, defencemen. 

Head coach D.J. Smith’s concept of “identity” for his team has always 
centered around being hard-working and difficult to play against. A “tough 
out.” Even going back to last season, the Senators were developing a 
reputation as a team that didn’t quit. 

The difference this season? They have more quick-strike potential with 
their forward group, especially their younger players. Now, when they 
threaten to rally in a game, they have the punch to carry it out. The front-
running Toronto Maple Leafs learned that when the Senators rebounded 
from a 5-1 deficit to beat the Leafs 6-5 in overtime on Feb. 15. 

Last season, the Senators produced just 2.7 goals per game on average. 
In their past seven games, Ottawa has 3.7 goals per game. Remove that 
one-goal effort versus Montreal and it would be over four goals per game 
in the previous six. Overall, due to their paltry output in January, the 
Senators are at roughly 2.7 goals per game on the season. It will be 
interesting to see if they can maintain their increased production of late. 

Though his goal-scoring streak was halted at six games in Tuesday’s 3-1 
loss to the Canadiens, Batherson tied a franchise record of six 
consecutive games with a goal shared by Jason Spezza, Dany Heatley, 
Daniel Alfredsson and Bob Kudelski. 

Considering Batherson, aka “The Drake,” had just six goals in 43 career 
NHL games before this season, his surge has been nothing short of an 
explosion even he cannot explain. If this were an 82-game season, he 
would be on pace for 29 goals. 

“I couldn’t tell you what’s going on,” Batherson said, after scoring twice in 
Monday’s 5-1 win over the Calgary Flames. “I said to the boys, ‘I think 
the last time I scored six (straight) like that was maybe peewee.’” 

During the Senators’ early season struggles, Batherson had just one goal 
and five points in the month of January. In February, a switch went on 
and he scored six goals and 10 points. Since mid-February, Batherson 
has truly basked in the glow of the red-light district: eight goals and 12 
points in nine games. Though his goal-scoring streak ended, he 
maintains a seven-game point streak. 

For anyone paying a modicum of attention, Batherson’s prowess is not 
as big a mystery as he lets on. The six-foot-one, 205-pound Batherson is 
the complete package for a top-line winger. He will use his size along the 
wall, has the hands to make moves around defencemen that put him in 
alone, then has a ridiculous deke move to the backhand that has served 
him well. From the outside, his wrist shot is lethal and accurate. He has 

learned well from training alongside Sidney Crosby, Brad Marchand and 
Nathan MacKinnon in Nova Scotia during the off-season. 

What has the potential to make him special, perhaps even Mark Stone 
special, is that Batherson is as good a playmaker as he is a shooter. 
While he has two goals on the power play, he has eight points with the 
extra man, leading all Senators in power-play assists and points. That is 
evidence of how Ottawa’s power-play attack, much more active in the 
past two weeks or so, runs through the stick of No. 19. 

“He’s dangerous every night,” Smith says of Batherson. “And where he is 
really good is on the power play . . . he and Stützle are making it hard on 
other teams.” 

At even strength, Batherson has teamed up with centre Norris and left 
winger Stützle, a 22-and-under line that wreaks havoc with its speed and 
puck movement. 

“They make so many plays and they’re all over the ice,” said Tkachuk, 
who shares a house with Norris and Stützle. “It’s great for the fans to see 
that . . . the future of our team right there. Every single game they’ve 
played together, it’s chance after chance.” 

Stützle was rewarded for a tremendous February by being named NHL 
rookie of the month, sharing the award with off-ice hero Michèle Taché of 
the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario. 

Stützle led all NHL rookies with 10 points in 14 games for the month, 
including seven assists. He beat out Kirill Kaprizov of the Minnesota Wild, 
who had four goals and five assists in February. 

Incredibly, Stützle is the first Ottawa Senators player to be named NHL 
rookie of the month since the late Ray Emery in March 2006. 

The Senators winger has elevated his chances in the Calder Trophy 
race. Though his 14 points trail Kaprizov’s 17, Kaprizov’s age (23) and 
pro experience in the KHL may make him look less of a rookie in the 
eyes of some awards voters. For a 19-year-old to hold his own against a 
forward four years older is telling. 

Right behind Stützle in the rookie scoring race is linemate Norris with 13 
points. 

In October, Stützle joined his hero, Leon Draisaitl, as the highest 
German-born-and-trained selection in the NHL draft. Stützle was drafted 
third overall by Ottawa, which is where the Edmonton Oilers selected 
Draisaitl in 2014. 

As soon as fans are again allowed to enter the Canadian Tire Centre to 
take their seats, they will be lifted out of them by the likes of Stützle, 
Batherson, Norris and Tkachuk. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.05.2021 

1204905 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Study on pro athletes returning from COVID-19 finds few 
cases of heart disease 

 

Thomas Ketko@ThomasKetko 

March 4, 2021, 1:05 PM 

 

A peer-reviewed study examining professional athletes who, after 
contracting COVID-19, received return-to-play cardiac screening has 
found very few cases of inflammatory heart disease among its 
participants, suggesting a return to pro sports following COVID-19 
infection can be safely achieved using a systematic screening program. 
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Several professional North American sports leagues collaborated on the 
effort, including the NHL, MLB, NBA, NFL, WNBA and MLS. 

A total of 789 athletes who had COVID-19 participated in the study, 
which took place between May and October 2020 and sought to gauge 
how often the leagues' return-to-play cardiac screening techniques found 
instances of inflammatory heart disease. 

Imaging evidence showed that, among those participants, five athletes 
(0.6 per cent) had myocarditis or pericarditis, two forms of inflammation 
in the heart which can weaken the organ. No athletes who underwent 
cardiac screening and then continued their professional sport 
participation experienced an adverse cardiac event, such as a heart 
attack. 

As with all research, the study had limitations. Some of these stemmed 
from having different researchers, at different clinics, in different states 
and countries conducting the screening, creating an undesirable potential 
for variance. 

But perhaps the most notable was that nearly all -- 98.5 per cent -- of the 
athletes in the study were men. 

Prior studies on the risk COVID-19 poses to the heart drew more 
uncertain conclusions, too. 

One paper, published in July before several college conferences 
postponed their sports seasons, ran MRIs on 100 people who had 
COVID-19 and found at least some signs of myocarditis in 60 of them. 
Another, which looked at 26 Ohio State athletes who experienced 
COVID-19 with mild or no symptoms, found evidence of possible 
myocarditis in five of them and lesser abnormalities in nine others. The 
prevalence of myocarditis was especially concerning as, even before the 
pandemic, it was a leading cause of death in otherwise healthy, young 
athletes. 

Long-term follow-up on this latest study's participants remains ongoing, 
and will be an essential part of judging how effective these cardiac 
screening measures are -- as will expanding research to include other 
levels of athletes. 

Still, the limited number of inflammatory cases detected was a welcome 
finding that can help chart a path forward, both for future research and for 
improving return-to-play measures, by highlighting the importance of 
including cardiologists with imaging expertise in the process to properly 
identify disease and minimize delays in an athlete's return. 

"While long-term follow-up is ongoing, few cases of inflammatory heart 
disease have been detected," the study's authors wrote in their 
conclusion. "Safe return to professional sports activity has thus far been 
achieved." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Brad Treliving laments 'inconsistent' Flames amid trying 
season 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 4, 2021, 8:40 AM 

 

Concealing identity is a hot topic around these parts, as no one seems to 
know who or what the Calgary Flames are anymore. 

“If you had an identity for our team, we’re an inconsistent team,” said 
Flames GM Brad Treliving, adding his two cents to the local debate. 

“That’s not usually the identity you draw up. When I say inconsistency, 
I’m talking about the highs and the lows. You’re not going to have your 
‘A’ game every night. Good teams have a good ‘B’ game where they can 
have success some nights, playing air-tight defensively and being good 
on special teams. Our problem is we’ve got an ‘A’ game and a ‘D’ game.” 

Boom. 

Harsh but accurate, as is the bulk of criticism being directed at the club of 
late. 

“We’re not spending a whole lot of time on what the white noise is, but I 
get it -- everybody is up in arms,” said Treliving, whose 10-11-3 club sits 
three points out of a playoff spot as they approach the halfway mark. 

“When you don’t perform, there are consequences. Everyone should be 
taking shots at you. Enough of the preaching, it all comes down to 
actions, not sucking your thumb and pissing and moaning. Our players 
have got to be better -- all of us have to be better. It’s easy to point 
fingers. That doesn’t help us get to where we need to be.” 

While every team in the league goes through peaks and valleys, the 
schizophrenic nature of his current crew has the odd Rocky Mountain 
high followed by the type of lows Jacques Cousteau plunged to. 

“We haven’t seen the ‘A’ game nearly enough… and then we have ‘D’ 
games,” continued Treliving, whose team is coming off two blowout 
losses to Ottawa that sandwiched a 6-3 win. 

“We see it within games, too, playing well one period and then drastically 
outplayed the next. 

“There’s going to be ebbs and flows. You’re in a good division, you’re not 
going to dominate. 

“You’ve got a find a ‘B’ game.” 

And they’ve got to do it by way of an improved work ethic that has been 
the root of the team’s problems. 

“Whatever the narrative is, we’ve got to be more detailed and much more 
consistent,” said Treliving, whose club gets a chance on Thursday to 
bounce back from a 5-1 blowout against an Ottawa club that has a 
winning record against just one team: Calgary. 

“Whether it be work ethic, being responsible, playing hard -- you can’t do 
that in flashes. 

“Can we work harder? Yes we can. Can we stop turning pucks over? 
Absolutely. Can we be a more consistent team? You bet. I know 
everybody wants to talk about identity, but you don’t just say, ‘here’s 
what we are.’ To me, what your identity is, is what you become every 
day. The identity we have now is not where we want it to be.” 

So what is it Treliving envisions his team’s identity could be given his 
personnel? 

“I want to be hard to play against, hard-working, physical, tight-checking 
and have the skill and the ability to generate offence,” said Treliving, 
whose club should get a boost from having Jacob Markstrom and Derek 
Ryan back in the lineup Thursday. 

“Have we played to that identity? No. At points, yes.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

One of those points was last summer in the bubble where the team 
demonstrated the type of focus and dedication that made them a 
“checking team that can score,” as Milan Lucic and Mark Giordano 
described their identity last week. 

This team can’t do either with any regularity this season, ranking 17th in 
hits and 27th in goals per game. 
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“The bubble wasn’t a big success story, but I think there was an identity 
for the team there -- we’ve seen it in fits and sports,” said Treliving, 
whose club was ousted in the first round by Dallas after dominating a 
depleted Winnipeg squad in the play-in. 

“The team hasn’t changed.” 

No, it is indeed the same core group -- the same group that has been 
dogged by questions and criticism the last two seasons. 

But never louder than now, and everyone from the backup goalie to the 
coach is fair game. 

If things don’t improve, the GM will also be called into question for not 
doing anything to affect change -- something some believe the players 
are now waiting for. 

“I don’t know what waiting for something to happen means,” said the GM, 
who doesn’t believe in storming the dressing room to address the players 
en masse. 

“Your job is your job. Do it to the best of your ability and it’s amazing how 
things can change.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Thatcher Demko is Canucks' best hope to topple 
Maple Leafs 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

March 4, 2021, 4:10 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Were this a regular 82-game NHL season, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs would be on pace for 130 points. The Vancouver Canucks 
would be headed toward 63. 

Yes, the Maple Leafs would actually lap the Canucks, more than 
doubling their success rate. 

With a two-game series in Vancouver set to start Thursday night, the 
Maple Leafs have nine road wins already. The Canucks have nine wins 
in total. 

There are only two statistical categories in which the Canucks match the 
Maple Leafs: face-off percentage and penalty-killing. But since it’s 
mathematically impossible that both teams can play 60 minutes at four-
against-five, the Canucks’ best hope to win is that goalie Thatcher 
Demko might steal them a game. 

Home of the Canucks 

Stream every Vancouver Canucks game this season with Sportsnet 
NOW. Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

In a season with so little brightness so far for the Canucks, Demko has 
been shining since his first three starts, building a .920 save percentage 
since Jan. 21 despite a seven-goal ventilation in Toronto one month ago. 

In his last four starts, Demko has posted a .941 save rate and looked a 
lot like the goalie who brilliantly parachuted into the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
last summer and almost single-handedly carried the Canucks past the 
Vegas Golden Knights in the Western Conference semifinal. 

But unlike in September, Demko hasn’t yet been good enough this 
season to steal a win when the Canucks have been outplayed. 

Stealing games is not merely a bonus but a periodic requirement for an 
NHL starter, which Demko, 25, is learning to be after backing up former 
Canuck Jacob Markstrom last season. 

Canucks coach Travis Green said transitioning to starter from backup is 
always challenging at the NHL level. 

"I think part of it is the market that you play in as well," Green said after 
Thursday's morning skate at Rogers Arena. "Being a starting goalie in a 
Canadian market is probably a little bit different than other places. 
There's more scrutiny, more eyes. You know, more media. But the 
pressure on any NHL team is higher than at lower levels. 

"These are very ultra-competitive players. Goalies are usually the same 
way, except maybe even a higher competitive level mentally. There 
always is a little bit of time (required)... when a younger goalie is 
transitioning into a starting role. I feel like I probably had the same 
discussion a lot in the past about Marky when he was in that transition 
period. That's just part of the evolution of probably any goalie, but maybe 
a little more magnified in the Canadian market." 

Green was criticized Tuesday for starting veteran backup Braden Holtby, 
who has been badly outplayed since January, in Winnipeg one night after 
Demko shut out the Jets 4-0. Neither Holtby nor the team in front of him 
was good enough in the 5-2 loss. 

Canucks Twitter was ready to erupt again Thursday morning when 
Holtby practised in the "home" goal, but Demko left the ice first and 
Green confirmed he would start. 

But the coach offered no clarity on any other players, including star 
centre Elias Pettersson, who skated with the team but left the ice before 
special-teams work. Winger Jake Virtanen looks again like he will be a 
healthy scratch. 

Even with a full team, the Canucks look overmatched against the Leafs, 
who swept its three-game series against Vancouver in early February by 
a combined score of 15-5. 

Toronto just swept three games from Edmonton Oilers, embarrassing 
Connor McDavid’s team 13-1 while using three different goalies. That 
beatdown was noteworthy in Vancouver because the Oilers last week 
looked extremely impressive while winning 3-0 and 4-3 against the 
Canucks. 

"This is a team that's kind of been on the cusp of doing some really good 
things in the league for a while," Green said. "They've been through 
some wars and battles. They’ve lost some tough (playoff) series. You 
learn things along the way. I'm sure they are, too. You can see in their 
game they're playing strong defensive hockey. But they're also a highly 
skilled team that has the puck a lot, which always helps your defensive 
game. And, you know, you don't have to look any further than their record 
and their lineup (to see) they're a good team." 
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Winning with consistency, Leafs ‘keeping each other accountable’ 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a team meeting in Vancouver on Thursday ahead of tonight’s game 
against the Canucks. 

Even as the wins pile up, the Leafs have maintained their focus and 
hunger. If a player starts slipping, they hear about it right away.  
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"Making sure we're keeping each other accountable, that's been 
something we've been trying to work on every day and it's been getting 
better," noted alternate captain Mitch Marner. "We got a lot of guys 
standing up and talking in the room now and a lot of guys listening." 

What is Sheldon Keefe noticing? 

"Just little things on the bench, on the ice, just the way the guys talk to 
each other," the coach said. "It's not in a demeaning way by any means, 
but it's another area we've focused on since the start of camp is just 
being more direct." 

After a roller-coaster 2019-20 season, which saw general manager Kyle 
Dubas label the team a "Jekyll and Hyde" group, Toronto has turned into 
one of the most consistent teams in the National Hockey League in 2020-
21 with wins in 18 of 24 games. The addition of vocal veterans like Joe 
Thornton, Wayne Simmonds and Zach Bogosian has certainly helped.  

"There are shifts that don't go the way we want them to [but] the positivity 
we have on the bench is something that has been a lot better than it has 
been in recent years," Marner observed.  

If the Leafs get at least one point tonight they will set a franchise record 
for most points in the first 25 games of a season. But no one seems 
satisfied.  

"Sheldon's done a good job of identifying areas that we need to work on," 
said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "Even from game to game, and 
we're winning games, there's areas we feel we can clean up."  

For example, the team wanted to improve its breakouts and zone exits 
ahead of the game in Edmonton on Wednesday.  

"Probably the most exciting thing here is, despite the fact things are 
going very well for us as a team, the players have still allowed us to 
coach them," Keefe said.  

And Toronto will face a new challenge tonight as, for the first time this 
season, they'll play on consecutive nights against a rested opponent.  

"Tonight is another example of us just, you know, brushing aside what 
happened in Edmonton and recognizing this is a new opponent," Keefe 
said. "We've got to gather ourselves and put together a plan that's going 
to work against Vancouver and understand what type of game we'll be in 
for and what we expect in that sense and go out and execute all over 
again." 

Internal accountability fueling Leafs; Canucks confident in goaltending 

According to the Maple Leafs, a big reason for their turnaround is internal 
accountability. TSN's Mark Masters has more on how their young team 
has grown together as they get set to face Vancovuer tonight in 
Vancouver. TSN's Farhan Lalji updates the Canucks' goaltending 
situation, and sheds some clarity on who they feel is their number one. 

Keefe has done his part to make sure no one gets too comfortable. In 
fact, despite all the success in Edmonton, Toronto will be making a lineup 
change.  

Travis Boyd, who had two assists last night, will sit to make room for B.C. 
native Nic Petan, who has been a healthy scratch in the last four games.  

"If you want things to keep going and not have the lulls and the dips that 
inevitably come through the season, I believe a way to avoid that is to 
have very open and honest discussions ... but also when you change the 
lineup it makes sure that everybody's understanding that it's a 
competition and we've got lots of depth and you've got to be at your best 
every night," Keefe explained earlier this week.  

The Leafs haven't announced a starting goalie for tonight's game. 

"We won't be able to make that determination until later," Keefe said 
shortly before noon Pacific Time.  

Jack Campbell, who re-aggravated a leg injury on Saturday, skated this 
morning, but it's unclear if he'll be available.  

"That's the biggest thing here," Keefe said. "With both Jack and Fred 
[Andersen] and the way things have gone for them, it really is a day-to-
day thing here for us for the next little while." 

Andersen returned from a lower-body injury last night, stopping 26 of 27 
shots against the Oilers.  

Michael Hutchinson, who shut out the Oilers on Monday, is another 
option. Hutchinson lost his first career game versus the Canucks in 2015, 
but has won all four of his games against them since then allowing only 
four goals. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Campbell skates again, but goalie decision unclear 

Jack Campbell took to the ice at Leafs practice on Thursday morning, but 
according to head coach Sheldon Keefe, a decision on who will start 
against the Canucks will be made closer to game time. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

Auston Matthews didn't hit the scoresheet in his return from a two-game 
injury absence, but the centre's wrist looked good as he fired seven shots 
on net and took 16 faceoffs.  

"I felt fine," Matthews said after the game. "A little bit rusty, but after the 
first period I felt like I had my legs under me." 

"Auston skated well," Keefe said. "He looked good on the power play. 
Their line didn't get a whole lot going at 5-on-5 other than a couple of 
sequences." 

The Matthews line, with wingers Thornton and Marner, was actually the 
only one to allow a goal against in the three-game set in Edmonton. But 
Keefe pointed out the goal came after Toronto had built a big lead.  

"Once we get a lead like we did that line really loses its rhythm," Keefe 
said. "I stopped playing them as much as I normally would. I don't play 
them in the same type of spots I normally would so this was a tough night 
for players like that on our top line. I disrupted their rhythm quite a bit at 
even strength." 

Matthews is averaging 21 minutes and 45 seconds of ice time per game 
this season, but finished with 18 minutes and 45 seconds on 
Wednesday.  

"We obviously would've liked to contribute more," acknowledged Marner, 
"but we were controlling the puck well. We were playing well above the 
puck and trying to stay above their best people." 

Matthews has now failed to score in three straight games played, which 
is his longest drought of the season. He hasn't gone more than three 
games without scoring since a five-game dry spell from Nov. 27 to Dec. 
4, 2019.  

Matthews exploded for five goals during a three-game sweep of the 
Canucks earlier this season.  

"There's so many good players in the Canadian Division," said Canucks 
defenceman Quinn Hughes. "I knew A-Mats was one of the best players 
in the League, but if there's one guy I've been impressed with through 
this whole division it's probably him." 

'I felt fine': Matthews shakes off the rust, fires seven shots in return 

After missing two games with a wrist injury, Auston Matthews returned to 
the Leafs lineup on Wednesday. The top-line centre didn’t pick up a 
point, but did fire seven shots on net and hit the post in the first period. "I 
felt fine," Matthews said. "It was just nice to be back out there with the 
boys ... a little bit rusty, but after the first period I felt like I had my legs 
under me." 

HEM Line?  

ZIP Line?  

Marner has his own way of describing the trio of Zach Hyman, Pierre 
Engvall and Ilya Mikheyev.  
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"It's kind of a bit of a juggernaut line with the speed it has on it," Marner 
raved. "Three guys who can work really well, guys that are hungry for the 
puck with a lot of speed on the forecheck. A bunch of dogs, really. It's 
been fun to watch those three go to work especially those last three 
games." 

The line has been together in the last four road games that the Leafs 
have played and produced a goal in all three games against the Oilers. 
Hyman scored at even strength in the first two games with Mikheyev 
getting one last night.  

Earlier in the game, the soup-loving Russian got the bench going by 
winning a foot race with Connor McDavid.  

"His legs are feeling it," observed Keefe. "The way he skates and gets on 
the puck, the way he closes on people ... all the sudden he’s right on top 
of you and gets a tick on the puck and then he gets in behind you and 
that surprises people. Then there's times when he gets a little bit of a 
step and pulls away ... You can tell he's hungry for the puck. He's hungry 
for opportunities to score and he puts teams on their heels."  

Mikheyev's surprising speed helps Leafs' 'juggernaut line' make impact 

Mitch Marner and Sheldon Keefe shared their thoughts on how Ilya 
Mikheyev's surprising speed and skating ability have made a huge 
impact on Toronto's third line. 

Jimmy Vesey started the season on the second line with John Tavares, 
but dropped into the bottom six in late January. Before the trip West, 
Keefe warned that Vesey, now on the fourth line, was being pushed for 
his ice time.  

With that as a backdrop, Spezza had a chat with the Harvard product 
ahead of Saturday's game in Edmonton.  

"In some of the pre-camp skates, me and him seemed to have a little bit 
of chemistry and he was like, 'Let's get that chemistry back,' and it's 
funny how it worked out," Vesey said. "We had a great trip." 

Vesey assisted on Spezza's vintage goal on Saturday and also made an 
impact on Monday night absorbing a cross-check to the neck from Alex 
Chiasson after the buzzer. The Oilers winger was suspended one game.  

"Physicality is just part of the game and when the score is what it was on 
this trip you know the other team is going to be looking for stuff so maybe 
it gets me more involved in the game," Vesey said. "Sheldon's talked to 
our bottom six about playing a certain way and forechecking hard and 
making it hard on the opposition. He wants us to play like a true third or 
fourth line." 

What is Keefe looking for specifically?  

"We expect those guys to be the standard for us in terms of the execution 
of the systems and the structure, the competitiveness, the work ethic," 
the coach outlined. "They have to be really, really good in those areas ... 
and when we get contributions from those guys it, of course, helps and is 
welcome." 

Vesey potted a pair of goals in Wednesday's series finale in Edmonton, 
snapping a 17-game drought. Both goals were assisted by Spezza.  

"He's just got so much skill and sees the ice so well," Vesey said. "I 
mean, both of the goals were off great feeds from him." 

The assists moved Spezza to 955 points in his career and put him just 
four back of Kirk Muller, who is 100th on the NHL's all-time list.  Spezza 
insists he's not caught up in that pursuit. 

"I'm just trying to stay in the moment," the 37-year-old said. "The team's 
having success and whenever a team has success, everybody finds a 
way to have success. It's amazing when you win hockey games how 
everybody finds a way to get involved and that's what I'm a product of 
right now. We've played good, disciplined hockey and we have to keep 
going." 

Friday will be a day off for the Leafs. 
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Nurse looks like two different players on any given night 

 

By Travis Yost 

Travis Yost 

 

What do the Edmonton Oilers have in defenceman Darnell Nurse? 

You would think this to be an answered question by now. Nurse, 26 and 
in his sixth professional season, has already established himself as a 
cornerstone of the Oilers’ blueline. But this season has been particularly 
noteworthy, with head coach Dave Tippett stepping up his usage in a 
significant way. 

Through Tuesday’s games, Nurse was one of the most-utilized defenders 
in the National Hockey League. At even strength, his 21:14 of ice time 
per night trails just San Jose’s Brent Burns and Ottawa’s Thomas 
Chabot. Nurse is also seeing 1:42 in power-play time and about three 
minutes of short-handed time per game. 

Across all situations, no one has played more minutes than Nurse, and 
that means a more than a three-minute jump from the veteran 
defenceman’s previous career highs. 

Compare him to other heavily used North Division defenders for a point 
of reference: 

Tippett isn’t being particularly coy about what he’s doing with his lineup. 
The Oilers – despite efforts to build up their depth positions over the past 
couple of seasons – are still a top-heavy team, and their performance in 
the standings is highly correlated with how much they can squeeze from 
their stars on a nightly basis. 

It’s why, among other things, teammates Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl once again lead the league in ice time at their respective 
position. Most nights mean a lot of minutes for Edmonton’s top-six 
forwards and top defensive pairing, and thus a lot of minutes where 
Nurse is playing behind one or both of the star forwards. 

Not surprisingly, there is a change in Nurse’s underlying performance 
numbers depending on who he’s playing with. When he’s behind both of 
McDavid and Draisaitl, Edmonton looks like a supernova. When Nurse is 
paired up with just one of the two stars – as is usually the case – the 
numbers are still quite encouraging. 

But the moment Nurse steps into minutes with the bottom six, everything 
goes by the wayside. The curious part is how big the deviation is. 

If we partial out all of the minutes played together and apart between 
these three skaters, we can observe how that performance changes: 

You would expect any defender – any skater, for that matter – to see 
sizably better performance numbers when playing with the best forward 
group available. Tippett has been reticent to play Draisaitl and McDavid 
on the same line, but when they have been assembled and playing in 
front of Edmonton’s top defensive pairing, the results have been 
outstanding. 

In most cases, Nurse is playing with either the Draisaitl line or the 
McDavid line, and the underlying numbers there tend to be at break-even 
or better. 

What is curious about Nurse are the minutes that we have seen with him 
on the ice behind the Oilers bottom-six forwards. There, the Oilers are 
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carrying 31 per cent of the goals, 33 per cent of expected goals, and 40 
per cent of the shot share. Those are alarmingly poor numbers. 

Compare that to the minutes with the bottom-six forward group on, but 
playing with a non-Nurse pairing (he’s generally played with Tyson Barrie 
and Ethan Bear this season): 40 per cent of the goals, 49 per cent of the 
expected goals, and 46 per cent of the shot share. 

Said another way: The bottom third of Edmonton’s roster may be rather 
disappointing this season, but that alone wouldn’t explain Nurse’s 
struggles away from the Oilers stars. 

What does this mean for Nurse and the Oilers organization? The short 
answer is they have a rather difficult contract negotiation on the horizon, 
and understanding what Nurse is contributing is going to be critically 
important over the next year. 

Nurse is a quality player and is being burdened with some serious 
minutes right now, but star defenders tend to be able to drive play 
irrespective of who they are playing with. 

Nurse looks like two different players on any given night – one a high-end 
talent and beneficiary of playing with two of the biggest stars in the sport, 
another a mistake-prone defender victimized by poor quality of 
teammates. 

Nurse is setting himself up to be a part of the franchise for the long term 
with the season he’s having, but it will be interesting to see if Edmonton 
is interested in making that happen. 
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USA TODAY / Calgary Flames fire coach Geoff Ward, hire two-time 
Stanley Cup winner Darryl Sutter 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Right after routing the Ottawa Senators, the underachieving Calgary 
Flames fired their coach Thursday night and brought back a familiar 
name. 

Geoff Ward is out of a job, and Darryl Sutter was named coach. 
According to The Athletic, he is signed for two seasons beyond this one. 

Sutter, 62, won Stanley Cups with the Los Angeles Kings in 2012 and 
2014. He also coached the Flames for three seasons, taking them to 
Game 7 of the 2004 Stanley Cup Final, which they lost to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

He was the Flames' general manager from April 11, 2003 to Dec. 28, 
2010. 

Sutter is known as a hard-nosed coach, which could help the 
disappointing Flames as they try to rally and make the playoffs. 

Despite adding goalie Jacob Markstrom (who backed up Thursday night 
after missing five games with an upper-body injury) and defenseman 
Chris Tanev, they are 11-11-2 after Thursday's 7-3 victory. 

They are two points behind the Montreal Canadiens, who earlier fired 
coach Claude Julien and replaced him with Dominique Ducharme. 

Ward went 35-26-5 in his two seasons with the Flames. 
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USA TODAY / NHL debate: Should struggling Buffalo Sabres trade 
franchise cornerstone Jack Eichel? 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

As the Buffalo Sabres' slide continues, their frustration is mounting. 

“It sucks. It’s the worst part about hockey," defenseman Rasmus Dahlin 
said Sunday after back-to-back shutout losses to the Philadelphia Flyers. 
"We have to turn this around.” 

The Sabres scored two goals in their next game but lost to the New York 
Rangers. Heading into Thursday's game at the New York Islanders, 
they're last in the East Division and rank 29th in goals per game despite 
having the third-best power play. 

“If we had answers, we would be spitting them out," captain Jack Eichel 
said. "We’re trying to figure it out as well. It’s a really good group of guys 
in there, and we’ve stuck together, but it’s definitely been tough the past 
little bit.” 

The Sabres had their season paused by COVID-19 protocol and nine 
players were on the list at one point. They've gone 2-7-1 since returning. 
Eichel missed two games with injury and $9 million player Jeff Skinner 
was a healthy scratch for three games. 

Amid all this, Eichel trade rumors have been growing since the summer, 
to the point that Rangers fans chanted, "We want Eichel." With the 
Sabres 10 points out of a playoff spot, should they trade their most 
marketable player before the April 12 deadline? 

Mike Brehm: No. Sabres fans had to deal with a lot of losing in 2015 to 
finish last overall but lost a shot at Connor McDavid when the Edmonton 
Oilers won the draft lottery. Eichel was a good consolation prize, and 
though he hasn't matched McDavid's production (and he wasn't 
supposed to), he has not been a problem in Buffalo. The Sabres could 
get assets for pending unrestricted free agents Taylor Hall and Eric Staal 
(if they waive no-trade clauses). They could buy out Skinner in the 
summer and again try to build around Eichel. This remains a long-term 
rebuild. 

Jace Evans: Yes! Eichel is an exceptional player – and that could earn 
the Sabres an exceptional return on the trade market. Though he's still 
young at 24, this is his sixth season and the franchise has yet to build a 
team around him that can even compete for a playoff spot, much less 
compete for a championship. Based on their present circumstances, by 
the time the Sabres finally turn into a meaningful contender, Eichel will be 
in his late 20s at best and exiting his hockey prime. Though it's tough to 
admit the rebuild that got you Eichel in the first place has failed, hitting 
the reset button by trading the American star should net quite a haul – 
high-end prospects and multiple first-round picks are seemingly in the 
offing for a player like Eichel  – that should help the Sabres form a 
stronger foundation around their next great star.  

Jimmy Hascup: No. What are two positions teams seemingly are always 
searching for? No. 1 centers and No. 1 defensemen. Why give up one of 
the scarcest commodities when you have one that has been an asset? 
Eichel is only 24 years old with a track record of elite play. He is the type 
of player a team drafts and grooms and doesn't let depart. He can still be 
the lynchpin of a rebuild. Dysfunction in Buffalo is the only reason 
Eichel's name has entered the rumor mill. Perhaps this group should look 
harder at the real problems -- overpriced players such as Skinner at $9 
million for seven more years (including this one) and Kyle Okposo for 
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three more at $6 million. Tear it down around Eichel but don't let him 
leave. 
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