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Hurricanes’ doctor helps author major new study on athlete COVID heart complications
By Luke DeCock
Amid all the bad news surrounding COVID-19 and sports,
Josh Bloom was thrilled to finally be part of discovering what
he believes to be some of the good news. The Carolina
Hurricanes’ team physician was one of the authors of a study
released Thursday that found an absence of serious heart
issues in professional athletes diagnosed with COVID-19.
The NHL, NFL, NBA, WNBA, MLS and their players’ unions
threw their support and data behind the study, which looked
at the medical history of 789 athletes who had COVID, both
symptomatic and asymptomatic. Of that group, 36 showed
potential heart problems in diagnostic tests. Only five were
found to be worth further investigation, and they were
eventually able to return to action.
“You had to be cautious until you knew you couldn’t be,”
Bloom said Friday. “Regarding this part of it, we’re pretty
comfortable we don’t need to be.”
How Bloom got involved
So how did a community physician and team doctor end up
with his name on a study authored by some of the biggest
names in sports medicine, cardiology and infectious
diseases?
Bloom also works out of Carolina Family Practice and Sports
Medicine and the Carolina Sports Concussion Clinic in Cary.
With his focus on brain injuries, he was the catalyst for his
son’s football team at Apex Friendship to switch to contactfree practices in the fall of 2019.
Over the spring and summer, he saw that his athletic
patients who either tested positive or had COVID antibodies,
both symptomatic and asymptomatic, were passing cardiac
screenings without any heart issues. Tapping his NHL
connections, he reached out to the league’s chief medical
officer, Winne Meeuwisse, to find out if the NHL was seeing
the same thing. That conversation led to conversations
across the professional leagues and unions, and the rapid
expansion of an NBA/WNBA study already in progress.

“Honestly, I said as a clinician, ‘All this myocarditis, why are
we not seeing it? Why are we not seeing cardiac arrests?’”
Bloom said. “These are the things we were worried about
with COVID.”
Initial fears
The potential for heart problems was one of the biggest fears
and hurdles for sports’ return as the pandemic began, based
on anecdotal hospital evidence with COVID-19 and an Ohio
State study of a limited sample of athletes that found
evidence of myocarditis, an inflammatory heart condition that
often goes undiagnosed and can lead to heart attacks or
other life-threatening complications.
Those fears were exacerbated when Florida’s Keyontae
Johnson, who had contracted COVID-19 over the summer,
collapsed during a game in December and was briefly placed
in a medically induced coma. Johnson’s medical issues were
not COVID-related, his family said, and the new study,
published in JAMA Cardiology, should offer reassurance for
athletes, Bloom said.
“This is really profound data for the rest of society as we
make decisions about what a safe return to sports looks like
at the youth level, in high school, across the board,” Bloom
said. “I’m also involved in some of those decisions around
here and this will help guide us.”
Fears of heart inflammation remain with COVID-19, but the
study is an indication those complications are limited to
patients who struggle with the disease, Bloom said. Most
athletes aren’t in that group.
“It is the moderate to severe COVID cases that seem to be at
significant risk,” Bloom said. “That’s a really important
distinction. We’re not saying you don’t need to think about it,
but you only need to think about it in patients who have a
tough time with this, a hard clinical course. Our (study)
population was obviously young and healthy and athletic.
COVID’s a bad actor, but from a cardiac perspective it might
not be radically different from other viral respiratory
illnesses.”
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Hurricanes trade tiers: A scale of ‘not happening’ to ‘still not happening’
By Sara Civian

The ‘what’s left in the cupboard’ tier

Let’s be real. I’d be shocked if the Hurricanes made any big
moves before the April 12 trade deadline.

If anything, this might be the year for the anticlimactic,
random “draft pick for depth player/prospect or vice versa”
trade.

They’re tight against the salary cap as it is, they just traded
for Cedric Paquette, Rod Brind’Amour has repeatedly said
he doesn’t want much to change about the group and the
moves they’ve made in the past few years have already put
them in a position to succeed. Then factor in all of the
league-wide reasons this deadline might be quieter than
usual.
There’s always a chance something might happen. That’s
why we love deadline day, right? So, feel free to find a
stream of the Canadian sports show of your choice and have
a day, but if you’re a Hurricanes fan, you’ll likely be watching
the drama from the outside looking in. Enjoy the lack of
stress while you can, and I suppose there are still several
possibilities to consider…

The Hurricanes don’t have much to give in the draft pick
department, unless someone is in the market for a 2021 fifthrounder, one of two 2021 seventh-rounders or a 2022
seventh-rounder.
Any of these picks could be packaged as part of something
bigger, but if the Canes are involved in a transaction like this,
they’ll probably be the ones getting some picks for a depth
player. I could rattle off a list of players in this situation, but it
essentially would just involve going to the “non-roster
forwards” section of Cap Friendly, closing my eyes and
picking whomever I land on.
The ‘We’re winning a cup TODAY, period’ tier

The ‘I’m going to stop you right there’ tier

Morgan Geekie

Dougie Hamilton

Prospect whisperer Corey Pronman listed Geekie as one of
13 “prospects who could be moved,” so that was an
automatic eyebrow raise.

The Canes of yore were notorious for trading every one of
their decent pending free agents as to not “let them walk for
nothing,” but these are not your grandfather’s Hurricanes.
These Hurricanes actually keep their key players in order to
make playoff pushes, and sometimes even *gasp* negotiate
to extend them. That’s where the Canes are with Dougie
Hamilton right now, although talks have slowed down, as
Pierre LeBrun detailed in his latest piece.

Pronman wrote: “Carolina is a deep team up front, and —
like with Janne Kuokkanen, who was traded to New Jersey
last season and in a similar waiver situation — Geekie is
likely an asset that it makes more sense to move for a lineup
boost than see him walk for nothing.”
Jake Bean

“Can both sides find the middle ground? I’m betting on yes,
but there’s no guarantee of that,” LeBrun wrote. “There
would definitely be teams waiting July 28 with open arms for
a 27-year-old right-handed star defenceman like Hamilton. …
There should be a sizeable market for a player of Hamilton’s
talent even in the flat cap environment. But the priority for
both sides is to figure it out in Carolina where he’s happy.”

Bean is the only Hurricanes player currently on The Athletic’s
NHL Trade Deadline Big Board (listed last). And even then,
Craig Custance wrote in the article that they aren’t shopping
Bean. It is also my understanding that the Hurricanes have
stacked their blue line in part due to the upcoming expansion
draft. They want the ability to lose someone to Seattle
without gigantic implications for the rest of the team.

It’s been my sense all along that neither side was looking to
rush into this negotiation, and that it likely would’ve
happened after the season regardless. And, as was the
essence of LeBrun’s report, both sides want to, and almost
certainly will, work something out. Even if it goes totally south
and the Canes and Hamilton decide to part ways, it’s not
happening during the season. It’s just not.

But Bean is buzzing lately, with seven points in 13 games.
There’s a non-zero chance the Canes could identify an issue
with their forward group — or maybe even goaltending —
and decide to sell Bean high for the right return. That would
probably involve a package with an aforementioned draft
pick and/or prospects, and it would have to be something
really good — like, Rask-for-Nino, fire-the-GM-immediately
good. In that aspect, trading Bean to improve a hole in the
roster would be living in the moment and an indication that
the Canes are going all in for the Stanley Cup this year.
Keeping him is sort of the same deal, though, since
Brind’Amour is now comfortable with giving him real NHL
minutes and he’s making the most of them. Crazy how that
works out, eh?

Anything else that seems even remotely juicy
Sorry, but it just isn’t going to happen this year. I especially
can’t imagine any NHL regular forwards getting moved. The
Canes don’t want to mess with the chemistry and familiarity
that has made a season full of so much uncertainty a bit
easier.
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Fans, Storm Surge Return to PNC Arena
Canes saluted frontline health worker in win celebration
By Michael Smith
As the final minute ticked off the clock in the Carolina
Hurricanes' 5-2 win over the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday
night, a 15%-of-capacity capacity crowd at PNC Arena rose
to its feet.
The 2,924 in attendance applauded in appreciation of their
team's performance, especially the three-goal third period
that spurred the Canes to a franchise-best 16-6-1 record
through 23 games. The chant was "Let's Go Canes!"
From the chants to the cheers to the boos to the woos, it had
been a while since authentic, organic crowd noise filled PNC
Arena.
And even if that sound was coming from yet a fraction of a
sold-out hockey crowd, the joyous din sure filled the building
with life once more, some 370 days since it last teemed with
that palpable electricity and energy.
"It was definitely noticeable that there were some people
there. They were certainly cheering and doing their best. It
was nice to see," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "There
was definitely some emotion in the building. We gave them
something to cheer about, which was nice."
The return of fans to the building also prompted the
resurrection of the Storm Surge, the Canes' signature home
win celebration that captivated (and perturbed) hearts and
minds in the hockey world when it was introduced in 2018. It
was a fitting Surge given the larger, worldly state. The team,
encircling center ice, clapped in unison with the fans before

offering a stick salute to Deepika Malhotra, a Sr. Registered
Respiratory Therapist at UNC REX. Without Malhotra and
the tireless work of all other frontline health workers, the
scene inside PNC Arena on Thursday night wouldn't have
even been feasible.
Afterward, the lights dimmed as the three stars of the game
were announced. Jordan Staal, who was named the first star
after he recorded the game-winning goal and two assists,
smiled as he adjusted the headset for his postgame
interview. The crowd roared as analyst Tripp Tracy shouted
them out.
"Welcome back, guys!" Staal bellowed. "That was awesome.
It's good to have a buzz back in the building. I thought you
guys did a great job keeping us in that game, and we found a
way to get it done in the third period."
As time passes and we continue to push forward through the
fog of a pandemic toward brighter days ahead, crowd size
will only grow. Tailgating will return one day, and the building
will be full and rocking once more.
But welcome back, indeed, and here's to many more nights
like it.
"It was almost like a playoff game compared to what we were
playing with before. It was great. They were loud," Staal said
in his postgame Zoom interview. "It definitely brought some
new life to the building that the boys were really excited
about. Happy to see some fans and happy to get back to
some normalcy."
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Brind'Amour Wins 100th Game as Head Coach
Staal: 'Roddy has done an amazing job ever since he took
over'
By Michael Smith
On Saturday, Oct. 5, 2018, in Columbus, head coach Rod
Brind'Amour talked about battling back and responding and
building after the Carolina Hurricanes topped the Blue
Jackets 3-1 for their first win in what would turn out to be a
memorable season.
As Brind'Amour turned to walk back to the coaches' office,
his team hollered to bring him back to the locker room.
Jordan Staal, then an alternate captain, stood up.
"Just want to say, Roddy, well done leading us for this first
win here," Staal said, as he handed his head coach the
game puck.
Two-and-a-half years and 99 wins later, Staal, now captain,
handed off another game puck to Brind'Amour after the
Canes rallied to score four unanswered goals and beat the
Detroit Red Wings 5-2 on Thursday night at PNC Arena.
"This one's for Roddy," Staal said.
"The guys gave me the puck after, and I was like, 'What for?'
Then they told me. I had no idea. That was nice of them," a
humble Brind'Amour said in his postgame Zoom interview.
"It's 100. I mean, what's the top guy got? Like, a couple
thousand? Peanuts in the grand scheme of things. It was
nice of the guys to recognize it."
Brind'Amour is never one to shine the spotlight on himself after all, following his first win he said, "I just stood back
there and yelled" - so forgive the head coach for shrugging

off the milestone, even though it's noteworthy in itself and
also in the fact that he's the fastest coach in franchise history
to reach the century win mark, doing so in 173 games. That
also equals the 12th fewest games in NHL history to garner
100 wins.
Though he might bristle at the suggestion or deflect praise to
the group of 20 on the ice, Brind'Amour's role in the success
of the Canes since he assumed the role of head coach
cannot be understated. As a respected veteran of the
league, as someone who still possesses an unparalleled
work ethic in everything he does and as a compelling and
captivating speaker, Brind'Amour is the driving force behind
the culture change within the organization that he led to a
championship in 2005-06.
Because he is so good at the job, he makes it look easy,
even if it's anything but.
"Man, it's not good for you, I don't think, this coaching thing,"
he chuckled. "It can't be healthy."
What is healthy is the state of the Canes. Brind'Amour
captained the Canes to a franchise-best start in 2005-06.
He's coached the team to one better with a 16-6-1 record
through 23 games in 2020-21.
100 wins down and many more undoubtedly to come.
"Roddy has done an amazing job ever since he took over.
The guys would run through a wall from him, and he would
do anything for us, as well," Staal said in his postgame
television interview. "It's been awesome playing for him, and
we're looking forward to a lot more wins."
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NHL head-coach hot seat heat index rankings: Who are the candidates to get fired next?
By Greg Wyshynski
The Montreal Canadiens started the 2021 season with a 7-12 record. Their big-ticket offseason acquisitions meshed well
with a returning core of talents. It appeared that coach
Claude Julien had a North Division juggernaut on his hands.
Three weeks later, Julien was handed his pink slip.
In the pressure cooker of a 56-game sprint to the playoffs,
the fortunes of teams shift dramatically. The Calgary Flames
had won five of their last seven games on Feb. 11. Three
weeks later, head coach Geoff Ward was fired from a .500
team, replaced with Darryl Sutter.
These are the only two head coaches fired this season thus
far. One wonders how many others there would be if not for
the COVID-19-related factors, including travel restrictions at
the border and the economic catastrophe that teams are
facing after a year without ticket revenue.
Just because they haven't been dismissed doesn't mean
many NHL coaches aren't squirming as their seats get
hotter. Here's a temperature check for all 31 teams, from the
coaches sitting on mounds of snow to the ones who might
want to consider wearing hazmat suits. This is informed
speculation after conversing with sources. Shoutout to the
indispensable Cap Friendly for some of the contract info.
Note: Coaches are listed in alphabetical order within each
tier.
Ice cold
Whether it's because of their success, their contact or their
team's plan, these coaches can exhale.
Rick Bowness, Dallas Stars. The man they call "Bones"
signed a two-year contract in October 2020 after coaching
Dallas to the Stanley Cup Final on an interim basis. The
Stars have been underwhelming this season, with a .471
points percentage in 17 games, but GM Jim Nill recently
gave Bowness a firm vote of confidence. "I can put that to
rest: There is no hot seat. Rick's done a great job. Here's a
coach who, through a pandemic, took us to the Stanley Cup
Final. For anybody to question the job he can do -- he's done
a great job," Nill told The Athletic.
Rod Brind'Amour, Carolina Hurricanes. He's in the final year
of his contract and makes only $600,000, so Brind'Amour is
due for a hefty raise from the Hurricanes or another team
(that may or may not play in Seattle beginning next season).
He wants to remain in Raleigh, and owner Tom Dundon -despite some previous reservations about overspending on
coaches and general managers -- wants him to stay. "We're
going to get it worked out," Dundon told the News and
Observer. "He's going to be here. We don't want him to go,
and he doesn't want to go. This is the easiest thing of all
time. I've got to pay him more. That's life. He earned it."

Bruce Cassidy, Boston Bruins. Cassidy was extended in
September 2019 by the Bruins on a multiyear contract that
pays him around $3 million annually. The Bruins are
contending again, and Cassidy's status continues to grow,
especially considering Boston's high-profile offseason
departures.
Jeremy Colliton, Chicago Blackhawks. If you had told us a
year ago that Colliton would be residing in this tier, we would
have responded with that Ron Burgundy meme of him
saying, "I don't believe you," mainly due to our affinity for
"Anchorman" comedy. Well, the joke's on us: The
Blackhawks handed Colliton a two-year extension in
January, signing him through the 2022-23 season, and their
success thus far is one of the season's pleasant surprises.
We respectfully respond with the meme of Ron Burgundy
saying, "well, that escalated quickly."
Jon Cooper, Tampa Bay Lightning. As the head coach of the
defending Stanley Cup champions, who are 15-4-1 through
20 games this season, Cooper's seat is slightly colder than a
pint of Ben and Jerry's on the surface of Neptune.
Pete DeBoer, Vegas Golden Knights. Vegas is the class of
the West Division and made the conference finals in
DeBoer's first season at the helm in 2019-20. He reportedly
has two more years left on his deal after this campaign.
Obviously, when Bill Foley is your boss, there are no
guarantees on job security if the Golden Knights fall short of
the Stanley Cup. But DeBoer should be back next season
even if Vegas goes bust in the playoffs again.
Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild. While going one and done in
Minnesota isn't an impossibility on the hockey operations
side -- see Fenton, Paul -- Evason is in the first campaign of
a two-year deal and has the Wild positioned to be a playoff
team in the West Division. He also has them playing an uptempo system that's in direct contrast with the style of
hockey that has defined this franchise since its inception.
We're going to need a moment to process this ourselves.
Peter Laviolette, Washington Capitals. The Capitals are
challenging for the East Division title in Lavy's initial
campaign behind the bench in D.C. And considering he's in
the first year of a three-year deal that pays him close to $15
million, he's not going anywhere.
Paul Maurice, Winnipeg Jets. Quietly, the Jets have moved
into second place in the North Division behind the Maple
Leafs. Maurice has his faults, like some specious lineup
configurations, but he also has a contract extension he
signed last February and another season in which his Jets
have punched above their weight.
Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings. He's in the second
campaign of a five-year deal with the Kings worth a reported
$5 million annually when performance bonuses are factored
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in. Los Angeles is just starting to turn the corner back to
relevance -- and hitting a sweet spot with a maturing
prospect pool and a still-effective veteran core. McLellan was
hired to coach through the rebuild, and will be there when
they come out it.
Joel Quenneville, Florida Panthers. The Panthers are
contending for a playoff spot in Quenneville's second season
behind the bench in Sunrise. But even if they weren't, it's
hard to imagine Florida's ownership endorsing the removal of
"Q" with three years and upward of $18 million left on his
contract.
Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils. He's in his first season with
the Devils, tasked with teaching a young team how to win.
It's an education that'll obviously extend beyond this season,
so logic dictates this teacher will be around a bit longer, too.
Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames. Generally, a coach who is
hired and given a multiyear contract is not on the hot seat
before the team plays a single game under his command.
Sutter was hired on Thursday when Geoff Ward was fired
after just 66 games as head coach. He's the fifth head coach
hired by GM Brad Treliving since taking over the Flames in
2014. Treliving is signed through 2022-23. Logic dictates that
this duo have the rest of this season and the 2021-22
campaign to turn the Flames into winners. After that? Well,
Sutter already served as Calgary coach/GM once ... who
knows what the future holds?
Barry Trotz, New York Islanders. Trotz is in the third year of
a four-year deal he signed with the Islanders after guiding
the Capitals to the Stanley Cup. His system has produced
tedious, if effective, teams that have made the playoffs in his
first two seasons -- including a conference finals appearance
last summer in the bubble. While GM Lou Lamoriello has
been known to change coaches like many of us change
coffee filters, Trotz isn't going anywhere.
Alain Vigneault, Philadelphia Flyers. The coach is in the
second year of a contract worth a reported $25 million. He
coached the Flyers to the second round of the playoffs last
summer and has them in contention again this season. Even
if the Flyers miss the cut, AV is A-OK in Philly.
Lukewarm
These coaches are safe ... maybe.
Jared Bednar, Colorado Avalanche. Toss out that first
season, when Bednar was hastily hired after Patrick Roy
quit, and he has coached the Avalanche to a .585 points
percentage in the following four seasons. But he's signed
only through the 2021-22 season, and expectations are
growing for what's become a perennial Stanley Cup favorite.
He wouldn't deserve it based on his accomplishments, but
the Avalanche might be one to watch for that "proven
veteran coach who takes the team to the next level" type of
coaching change, which is a motif you'll see repeated
throughout this list.
Bob Boughner, San Jose Sharks. The Sharks have a .450
points percentage after 20 games and are skating to a
minus-18 goal differential. Barring an unexpected
turnaround, they'll miss the playoffs for the second straight
season, for the first time since 1995-96 and 1996-97.

Boughner, who is reportedly signed for two more seasons
after this, has a 22-30-5 record since coming on as an
interim coach last season. He's not the solution here. Even if
he was, the real issue is that the Sharks don't seem to even
understand the problem. Which means he's probably back
next season.
Craig Berube, St. Louis Blues. The coach that led St. Louis
to their first and only Stanley Cup in 2019 is in the second
campaign of a three-year contract. He's no longer coasting
on the goodwill that moment created, but it would take a real
downturn in the Blues' fortunes to see him dismissed before
that contract runs its course -- like missing the playoffs in the
West Division, where the Blues have a 39% chance of
qualifying at the moment?
Still, injuries should provide him enough cover if St. Louis
misses the cut in a truncated season.
Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple Leafs. The Leafs are running
away with the North Division, and Keefe could very well be a
Jack Adams finalist for getting them to finally care about
defense in the regular season.
So why is he here? Because it's the Toronto Maple Leafs,
who are always one first-round meltdown away from an overreactionary firing of general manager Kyle Dubas, to whom
Keefe is inexorably linked. Would this be instantly
regrettable? Yes, as Dubas is 100-57-19 as a general
manager, getting to 100 wins faster than any other GM in
franchise history. Does that mean it can't happen? It's the
Leafs, silly. Barring that calamity, Dubas is safe, which
means Keefe is safe, and the coach keeps getting better at
this.
D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators. Two determining factors here:
expectations and the continued employment of his general
manager. On the latter point, Pierre Dorion has a contract
that runs through the 2021-22 season. He has been lauded
for acquiring a treasure trove of assets for the Ottawa rebuild
but is also the guy who made the Matt Murray trade. Smith
was his hire; but if it comes down to saving Dorion's job by
firing his coach before next season, we imagine he won't
hesitate.
But what are the expectations here? Smith has the Senators
-- who are not good -- playing well enough to be a tough out
on most nights in the North Division. For now, that's fine, but
what's going to be expected in 2021-22?
Fluctuating levels of heat
Depending on the day and the context, otherwise successful
coaches find their seats a little sizzly.
Mike Sullivan, Pittsburgh Penguins. There was a brief
moment recently when it looked like Sullivan could be on the
hot seat, to which we responded, "in this economy?" He's
signed through the 2023-24 season at what we assume is a
pretty healthy clip. Of course, the Penguins could have let
him go under the assumption that Sullivan would get another
job quickly, getting that contract off their books -- a more
than reasonable assumption.
But here's the reality of his surroundings: The Penguins are
in win-now mode, and the two hockey operations fixers they
just hired -- Brian Burke and Ron Hextall -- did not hire
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Sullivan, who is in his sixth year as head coach. Penguins
team president and CEO David Morehouse talked about
Sullivan as part of that brain trust when Burke and Hextall
were hired, so that cools his seat a bit. But if the Penguins
miss the playoffs, does the new management bring in their
own guy in the hopes of getting instant, different results?
Dave Tippett, Edmonton Oilers. In the great "coaching vs.
construction" debate, there's no question the problem with
the Edmonton Oilers is one of construction. Just like Connor
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl can only drag this group so far,
Tippett can only play the cards he has been dealt. His
contract runs through next season. Someone might have to
pay the price if the Oilers flame out in the postseason again - or fail to make it. That might be the Tipp-ing point.
Rick Tocchet, Arizona Coyotes. This is a fascinating one.
Tocchet is credited with getting a lot out of a little in Arizona,
bolstered by some of the league's best goaltending over the
past three seasons; the Coyotes are fifth in goals-against
average (2.68) in that span. Offensively ... well, there's a lot
of criticism that can be laid at the coach's skates.
He's in the last year of his contract and looking for a raise.
His general manager, Bill Armstrong, didn't hire him and
might want to move his own guy in there at a lesser cost.
(Potentially looking at you, Blues assistant Mike Van Ryn.)
But even if the Coyotes want Tocchet back, does Tocchet
want to come back, given the state of the franchise?

Sweating profusely
Their seats are hot and growing increasingly hotter.
Dominique Ducharme, Montreal Canadiens. The interim
coach after Julien's firing, all he has to do is turn around the
season for a team that added more offseason payroll than
anyone else, for a general manager who is so even-keeled
these days that he fired his star goalie's coach during
intermission of a recent game. Ducharme, who has never
been the head coach of a professional team, could earn this
job on a permanent basis if Montreal makes the playoffs; or
he could become a brief stop-gap to the new guy like Randy
Cunneyworth was a few years back.
The bottom line: His seat is going to be as hot as Marc
Bergevin's, as many believe Ducharme is the last coach
Bergevin will be permitted to hire in Montreal, as he has one
year left on his deal -- and he's managing like it.
John Hynes, Nashville Predators. The Predators are
currently 28th in offense this season at 2.27 goals per game.
During his five-season tenure in New Jersey, Hynes's teams
were ... 29th in offense, at 2.54 points per game. His
Nashville teams can't score and have been wildly
inconsistent, although injuries and the sudden regression of
players such as Ryan Johansen and Juuse Saros hasn't
helped.
He has one more year on his deal, but his status is less
important than that of GM David Poile, whose future is
murkier than it has ever been in Nashville. If the team's
disparate collection of owners decides Poile's time is done,
Hynes leaves with him.

David Quinn, New York Rangers. The Rangers should be
better than a middling .475 points percentage, and perhaps
at the end of the season they will be better. If not, then Quinn
is squarely on the hot seat. He has two more years left on his
contract after this one, a contract that was signed in May
2018, just over three months after "the letter" the team sent
its fans to signal a rebuild. That rebuild has been expedited
through acquisitions of players such as Artemi Panarin and
Jacob Trouba. Meanwhile, some of the young players Quinn
was tasked with developing -- Adam Fox excepted -- aren't
playing with the necessary consistency, as a slew of
Rangers fans have noted.
Influential New York Post columnist Larry Brooks doesn't buy
the player development argument, but he called out Quinn
last month for the team's lack of effort and, more important,
his lack of answers. This is a classic "fire the rebuild coach
for the proven NHL coach who takes the team to the next
level" situation.
Jeff Blashill
In which facing the inevitable is its own temperature.
Jeff Blashill, Detroit Red Wings. GM Steve Yzerman should
give Jeff Blashill a going-away bonus after this season,
which is assuredly his last as Red Wings head coach as his
contract expires. After making the playoffs in 2015-16,
Blashill was the caretaker of the team for five years of rockbottom rebuilding, culminating in last season's .275 points
percentage dumpster dive. He did his time, made sure
everyone had their skates tied properly before hitting the ice,
and will leave having finished over .500 just once in six
seasons. Seriously, give this guy a little something for the
effort. Maybe a year's worth of free Little Caesars pizza, if
he's not sick of it by now.
Nuclear core meltdown
You'll not find hotter seats in the NHL than these four.
Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks. The Ducks have a .370
points percentage; if that holds, it would be the lowest in the
history of the franchise, even going back to their first year as
the Mighty Ducks when Terry Yake was their leading scorer.
Through Wednesday, Eakins has been at the helm for 94
games over two seasons and had posted a 35-45-14 record.
He has one more season on his deal, but one assumes this'll
be his last swim in the Anaheim pond. The biggest question:
Will general manager Bob Murray float away with him?
2021 NHL draft
Travis Green, Vancouver Canucks. There are three
scenarios for the Vancouver Canucks and Travis Green, who
doesn't have a contract beyond this season:



The first is that he's brought back after what has
been a putrid, regressive season (.385 points
percentage after 26 games) in the hopes that it was
an anomaly and he's still the coach for this team.



The second is that he isn't brought back because of
that regression -- and there's a strong case that his
coaching staff was ill-prepared for the early-season
stumble, which is concerning -- and GM Jim
Benning attempts to save his own job by hiring "the
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proven veteran coach who takes the team to the
next level."



The third is that Benning doesn't get to make that
decision because he's fired, after some specious
personnel moves around his young core, in which
case the new GM decides whether to keep or
jettison Green.

If it's the latter, this won't be his last NHL coaching gig.
Ralph Krueger, Buffalo Sabres. Krueger was always off
limits. He's well-spoken and as well-liked by his players as
he is by the media, who rooted for him as an "outside-thebox" NHL hire. But the Sabres stunk last season, and they
stink even more this season; their offense has dropped to
2.20 goals per game from 2.80 goals last season, despite
adding Taylor Hall, Eric Staal and others to Jack Eichel and
Jeff Skinner. Suffice it to say, he's no longer off limits,
especially after a recent obfuscation over Eichel's injury.
"You can fire Krueger on hockey reasons and you would be
justified. But there's a bigger issue at play now: Just like
ownership and a neophyte GM who has disappeared from
view despite numerous media outlets seeking comment,
Krueger has a credibility problem," wrote Mike Harrington of
the Buffalo News, in a recent evisceration. Krueger has one
more year left on his deal. The best thing Buffalo could have
done was move him up to a hockey operations job after firing

GM Jason Botterill. Instead, they have an overmatched
bench boss getting diminishing returns, whose tagline has
shifted from "a coach who deserves another shot in the NHL"
to "maybe he's not an NHL coach."
John Tortorella, Columbus Blue Jackets. GM Jarmo
Kekalainen said he has "100 percent confidence" that
Tortorella and his staff can lead Columbus back to the
playoffs this season. We don't have "100 percent
confidence" that he'll make it to the end of the season. We're
a bit more confident that both sides will move on when his
contract expires after this season.
It feels like the time is right for a new direction in Columbus
after six seasons of "tough love," conservative play and
constantly striving for the postseason bubble. It also feels
like the timing is right for Tortorella to walk away from a place
that has had a steady stream of talented players leave town
during his tenure there. (And yes, there is a "chicken or the
egg" argument when it comes to whom some of them might
be fleeing.)
There's speculation in NHL coaching circles that Tortorella
wants to move on after this season. If he does, it won't be
long before he finds another gig -- with a significant salary -in the NHL. For a coach with his history, there's always
another seat available. Until that one gets unbearably hot,
too ...
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ALN: Younger brothers reign supreme as Canes blast past Wings
The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Detroit Red Wings 5-2
Thursday night at PNC Arena in their first game in front of
their own fans.
By Ryan Henkel
The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Detroit Red Wings 5-2
in their return to home ice and first game in front of their own
fans, Thursday night.
The Hurricanes’ high powered offense finally cracked
through the Red Wing’s defense in the third period where a
three-goal period propelled them to their fourth-straight win.
Here are a few takeaways from last night’s game:
Battle of the Brothers
While the marquee matchup was Andrei and Evgeny
Svechnikov’s first ever game against one another, there was
also a less talked about title fight between another pair of
brothers, Jordan and Marc Staal.
In terms of the Svechnikovs, it was a close battle, but was in
favor of Andrei. A. Svechnikov registered a power play goal
and an assist in 16:34 of ice time while E. Svechnikov got
only a single assist in 11:29 of ice time.
The real heavyweight bout though came between the Staals.
J. Staal registered three points against the Red Wings —
including the game-winning goal — was 59% in the faceoff
dot and registered two hits in 17:56 of ice time.
Marc Staal was second among all Detroit defensemen in ice
time, led the Red Wings defense in Corsi For Percentage
with 57.69%, High Danger Chances For Percentage with
50% and the only goal against he was on the ice for was A.
Svechnikov’s power play tally, where M. Staal boxed out his
guy on the opposite side of the crease, so nothing he could
have done.
But being reliable defensively pales in comparison to a big
offensive night, so J. Staal gets the TKO for the title.
A big day for younger brothers.
Power Play chugging along
The Carolina Hurricanes’ power play is one of the most
dominant in the NHL, scoring in 6 of its last 11 attempts and
operating at a 30.1% success rate — the fourth best in the
league.
The Canes’ power play pain train didn’t slow down last night,
going one for two, and this time it was Svechnikov shaking
off his goal drought with a beautiful snipe top-shelf.
A thing I feel we don’t talk about enough is with both Staal
and Vincent Trocheck on PP1, the opening faceoff draws are
seemingly automatic. Not just last night, but in the game

before it too, winning the opening faceoff draw on the power
play led to a goal.
Dougie Hamilton has been a big part of the success of PP1,
being able to walk the line and get pucks through and just
the net-front presences of Staal and Trocheck provide a
myriad of problems whether it’s traffic or deflections.
Add in Svechnikov and Aho on each side and that unit is
going.
The second unit, while not as potent, has been producing
here and there, mostly Jesper Fast as of late. The return of
Teuvo Teravainen (who has found himself on that second
unit just because he’s been out for so long) could boost that
unit with him and Martin Necas being able to work the sides.
Nino Niederreiter and Fast are good net-front and goal-line
options as well, and that just leaves the quarterbacking. Jake
Bean has been hit or miss in that role, but I truly feel that
Jake Gardiner is the best option there. Once he’s back to
being healthy, his reinsertion into that role can help jump that
unit to a high level too.
Pesce facing further discipline?
Early in the second period, Brett Pesce made a play so
uncharacteristic and so stupid, it left me — and much of the
hockey world — speechless. It was a completely blatant and
dirty slew-foot on Robby Fabbri that only earned him a two
minute trip to the penalty box, but really should have been an
automatic ejection.
He didn’t receive that and in probably one of the fastest
Department of Player Safety decisions of all time, Pesce was
fined $5,000 for a “dangerous trip.”
Pesce has no previous history, which probably played a role
in the decision, because he is far from a dirty player, but
there’s no one way around this one for me. It’s a dirty play
and has no place in the game. He should have faced more
supplementary discipline for that play because it was no
accident. It was a heat of the moment poor decision.
Ask yourself, if that had happened to one of Carolina’s
players, how would you have felt?
Brind’Amour Milestone
Rod Brind’Amour reached 100 career wins as a head coach
with the win last night — the fastest in team history to reach
the milestone and 12th fastest of all time league wide. He’s
been a major part of Carolina’s emergence as a league
powerhouse and has the full commitment and respect of his
team and peers.
Brind’Amour has gotten his team to a point where they can
honestly beat any team and certainly outwork and outskate
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any opponent. For instance, the Hurricanes’ current 16-6-1
record is the best 23-game record in franchise history.

If the team’s high-level of play continues, he better finally get
into that Jack Adams conversation.

Wolves drop shootout
Wolves outshoot Monsters 39-24, but have to rally to earn
point
Despite owning a commanding lead in shots, the Chicago
Wolves suffered a 4-3 shootout loss to the Cleveland
Monsters on Friday night at the Wolves Training Facility in
Hoffman Estates.

The Monsters (3-3-1-0) regained the lead at 13:55 with Zach
Jordan slipped past the Wolves defense, collected a long
pass from Gavin Bayreuther and turned his breakaway into a
power-play goal. Cleveland pushed its lead to 3-1 when
Adam Helewka took advantage of Trey Fix-Wolansky’s rush
into the Chicago zone and lifted one over Bibeau at 17:05 of
the first.

Defensemen Max Lajoie and Frederic Allard scored their first
goals in a Chicago uniform while rookie center Ryan Suzuki
added the equalizer early in the third period for the Wolves
(8-1-0-1), who outshot the Monsters 39-24.

Allard struck just 19 seconds into the second period to slice
the deficit to 3-2. Tomasino shrugged off getting rubbed into
the boards, collected a loose puck and moved into to Lajoie
so he could set up Allard for the rising wrister.

“We thought we could play in the offensive zone all night and
it was going to be easy,” said Wolves head coach Ryan
Warsofsky. “Unfortunately, we’re learning that if we don’t
play hard without the puck, if we don’t play hard in our puck
battles and our races, if we don’t compete away from the
puck, playing in the offensive zone is not going to happen.”

The Wolves pulled even at 2:43 of the third as David Cotton
swooped in and whipped a wrister off Kivlenieks, then Suzuki
crashed the crease to swat home the rebound.

Chicago fired the game’s first 11 shots, but Cleveland
converted its first attempt to take a 1-0 lead at 6:38 of the
first. Rookie center Tyler Angle used his speed to race
between two defenders and slide a shot between goaltender
Antoine Bibeau’s feet.
The Wolves waited just 12 seconds to get even as rookie
forward Phil Tomasino fed Lajoie zipping down the left wing
for a quick flip past Matiss Kivlenieks (2-0-0).

Bibeau (20 saves) and Kivlenieks (36 saves) took turns
making spectacular saves in overtime, then Cleveland’s
Justin Scott opened the shootout with the only tally to give
the Monsters the extra point.
The Wolves and Monsters meet again at 3 p.m. Saturday. To
get your smiling face inside the Wolves Training Facility,
purchase a St. Patrick’s Day-inspired personalized cutout
and become a part of the Wolves Fan Gallery, presented by
Hefty. To learn more, click here.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 6, 2021
TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article249720558.html
https://theathletic.com/2425157/2021/03/05/hurricanes-trade-tiers-a-scale-of-not-happening-to-still-not-happening/
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/fans-storm-surge-return-to-pnc-arena/c-322134826
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/rod-brindamour-wins-100th-game-as-canes-head-coach/c-322137340
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Hurricanes’ doctor helps author major new study on athlete COVID heart
complications

BY LUKE DECOCK
MARCH 05, 2021 05:12 PM

Charlotte Hornets guard Malik Monk (in mask) didn’t play in the first three
games of the season, after missing a week of training camp with COVID19. A study published in JAMA Cardiology, suggests that heart
complications are uncommon in pro athletes who have had COVID-19.
Amid all the bad news surrounding COVID-19 and sports, Josh Bloom
was thrilled to finally be part of discovering what he believes to be some
of the good news. The Carolina Hurricanes’ team physician was one of
the authors of a study released Thursday that found an absence of
serious heart issues in professional athletes diagnosed with COVID-19.
The NHL, NFL, NBA, WNBA, MLS and their players’ unions threw their
support and data behind the study, which looked at the medical history of
789 athletes who had COVID, both symptomatic and asymptomatic. Of
that group, 36 showed potential heart problems in diagnostic tests. Only
five were found to be worth further investigation, and they were
eventually able to return to action.
“You had to be cautious until you knew you couldn’t be,” Bloom said
Friday. “Regarding this part of it, we’re pretty comfortable we don’t need
to be.”
HOW BLOOM GOT INVOLVED
So how did a community physician and team doctor end up with his
name on a study authored by some of the biggest names in sports
medicine, cardiology and infectious diseases?
Bloom also works out of Carolina Family Practice and Sports Medicine
and the Carolina Sports Concussion Clinic in Cary. With his focus on
brain injuries, he was the catalyst for his son’s football team at Apex
Friendship to switch to contact-free practices in the fall of 2019.

Over the spring and summer, he saw that his athletic patients who either
tested positive or had COVID antibodies, both symptomatic and
asymptomatic, were passing cardiac screenings without any heart
issues. Tapping his NHL connections, he reached out to the league’s
chief medical officer, Winne Meeuwisse, to find out if the NHL was seeing
the same thing. That conversation led to conversations across the
professional leagues and unions, and the rapid expansion of an
NBA/WNBA study already in progress.
“Honestly, I said as a clinician, ‘All this myocarditis, why are we not
seeing it? Why are we not seeing cardiac arrests?’” Bloom said. “These
are the things we were worried about with COVID.”
INITIAL FEARS
The potential for heart problems was one of the biggest fears and hurdles
for sports’ return as the pandemic began, based on anecdotal hospital
evidence with COVID-19 and an Ohio State study of a limited sample of
athletes that found evidence of myocarditis, an inflammatory heart
condition that often goes undiagnosed and can lead to heart attacks or
other life-threatening complications.
Those fears were exacerbated when Florida’s Keyontae Johnson, who
had contracted COVID-19 over the summer, collapsed during a game in
December and was briefly placed in a medically induced coma.
Johnson’s medical issues were not COVID-related, his family said, and
the new study, published in JAMA Cardiology, should offer reassurance
for athletes, Bloom said.
“This is really profound data for the rest of society as we make decisions
about what a safe return to sports looks like at the youth level, in high
school, across the board,” Bloom said. “I’m also involved in some of
those decisions around here and this will help guide us.”
Fears of heart inflammation remain with COVID-19, but the study is an
indication those complications are limited to patients who struggle with
the disease, Bloom said. Most athletes aren’t in that group.
“It is the moderate to severe COVID cases that seem to be at significant
risk,” Bloom said. “That’s a really important distinction. We’re not saying
you don’t need to think about it, but you only need to think about it in
patients who have a tough time with this, a hard clinical course. Our
(study) population was obviously young and healthy and athletic.
COVID’s a bad actor, but from a cardiac perspective it might not be
radically different from other viral respiratory illnesses.”
News Observer LOADED: 03.06.2021
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“non-roster forwards” section of Cap Friendly, closing my eyes and
picking whomever I land on.
The ‘We’re winning a cup TODAY, period’ tier

Hurricanes trade tiers: A scale of ‘not happening’ to ‘still not happening’

Morgan Geekie

By Sara Civian Mar 5, 2021

Prospect whisperer Corey Pronman listed Geekie as one of 13
“prospects who could be moved,” so that was an automatic eyebrow
raise.

Let’s be real. I’d be shocked if the Hurricanes made any big moves
before the April 12 trade deadline.

Pronman wrote: “Carolina is a deep team up front, and — like with Janne
Kuokkanen, who was traded to New Jersey last season and in a similar
waiver situation — Geekie is likely an asset that it makes more sense to
move for a lineup boost than see him walk for nothing.”

They’re tight against the salary cap as it is, they just traded for Cedric
Paquette, Rod Brind’Amour has repeatedly said he doesn’t want much to
change about the group and the moves they’ve made in the past few
years have already put them in a position to succeed. Then factor in all of
the league-wide reasons this deadline might be quieter than usual.
There’s always a chance something might happen. That’s why we love
deadline day, right? So, feel free to find a stream of the Canadian sports
show of your choice and have a day, but if you’re a Hurricanes fan, you’ll
likely be watching the drama from the outside looking in. Enjoy the lack of
stress while you can, and I suppose there are still several possibilities to
consider…
The ‘I’m going to stop you right there’ tier
Dougie Hamilton
The Canes of yore were notorious for trading every one of their decent
pending free agents as to not “let them walk for nothing,” but these are
not your grandfather’s Hurricanes.
These Hurricanes actually keep their key players in order to make playoff
pushes, and sometimes even *gasp* negotiate to extend them. That’s
where the Canes are with Dougie Hamilton right now, although talks
have slowed down, as Pierre LeBrun detailed in his latest piece.
“Can both sides find the middle ground? I’m betting on yes, but there’s no
guarantee of that,” LeBrun wrote. “There would definitely be teams
waiting July 28 with open arms for a 27-year-old right-handed star
defenceman like Hamilton. … There should be a sizeable market for a
player of Hamilton’s talent even in the flat cap environment. But the
priority for both sides is to figure it out in Carolina where he’s happy.”

Jake Bean
Bean is the only Hurricanes player currently on The Athletic’s NHL Trade
Deadline Big Board (listed last). And even then, Craig Custance wrote in
the article that they aren’t shopping Bean. It is also my understanding
that the Hurricanes have stacked their blue line in part due to the
upcoming expansion draft. They want the ability to lose someone to
Seattle without gigantic implications for the rest of the team.
But Bean is buzzing lately, with seven points in 13 games. There’s a nonzero chance the Canes could identify an issue with their forward group —
or maybe even goaltending — and decide to sell Bean high for the right
return. That would probably involve a package with an aforementioned
draft pick and/or prospects, and it would have to be something really
good — like, Rask-for-Nino, fire-the-GM-immediately good. In that
aspect, trading Bean to improve a hole in the roster would be living in the
moment and an indication that the Canes are going all in for the Stanley
Cup this year. Keeping him is sort of the same deal, though, since
Brind’Amour is now comfortable with giving him real NHL minutes and
he’s making the most of them. Crazy how that works out, eh?
The Athletic LOADED: 03.06.2021
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Nashville Predators must embrace the rebuild needed to fix a bad team |
Estes

It’s been my sense all along that neither side was looking to rush into this
negotiation, and that it likely would’ve happened after the season
regardless. And, as was the essence of LeBrun’s report, both sides want
to, and almost certainly will, work something out. Even if it goes totally
south and the Canes and Hamilton decide to part ways, it’s not
happening during the season. It’s just not.

GENTRY ESTES | Nashville Tennessean

Anything else that seems even remotely juicy

This isn’t working.

Sorry, but it just isn’t going to happen this year. I especially can’t imagine
any NHL regular forwards getting moved. The Canes don’t want to mess
with the chemistry and familiarity that has made a season full of so much
uncertainty a bit easier.

Before much longer, if not already, it’ll be time to blow it up. Whether the
Preds want to or not.

The ‘what’s left in the cupboard’ tier
If anything, this might be the year for the anticlimactic, random “draft pick
for depth player/prospect or vice versa” trade.
The Hurricanes don’t have much to give in the draft pick department,
unless someone is in the market for a 2021 fifth-rounder, one of two 2021
seventh-rounders or a 2022 seventh-rounder.
Any of these picks could be packaged as part of something bigger, but if
the Canes are involved in a transaction like this, they’ll probably be the
ones getting some picks for a depth player. I could rattle off a list of
players in this situation, but it essentially would just involve going to the

Sooner or later, and it’s looking sooner by the day, the Nashville
Predators must finally come to grips with what's increasingly apparent:

How much evidence does a reluctant franchise — one still living too
much on recent accomplishments — need to embrace such an
unwelcome fate?
Thursday night’s 5-4 defeat to the Florida Panthers at Bridgestone Arena
was nothing but a tired rerun. The Preds trailed 3-0. Nothing new. They
usually fall behind. Then they rally late and make it interesting. Then they
still lose.
You know the script beforehand, right down to postgame comments that
contrast fast finish and slow start as if it’s proof it doesn’t have to be that
way – even though it is.
“We know we can play better. We can play better than we did in the first
(period),” said Viktor Arvidsson. “… You can see in the second and third,
we can hang. We can play. I don't know why we're not doing it."
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The explanation Preds coach John Hynes keeps offering for the poor
starts: A lack of urgency, that his team opens too tentative and wants to
“dip our toe in the water.” Can’t say I saw that Thursday. The Preds
played hard enough in the first 30 minutes. The Panthers were just better
at hockey.
“It could have been 3-0 or 4-0 in the first probably seven minutes,” Hynes
said.

1205016

Two questions that must be answered before the Predators re-sign Filip
Forsberg

And that’s the point.

By Adam Vingan

As much as the Preds want to act as if this is easily correctable, truth is,
they’ve just become a bad team in need of an extensive overhaul.

Mar 5, 2021

The Preds won’t own that easily. Too many good memories clouding too
many minds.
They’re like an aging pitcher who once won a Cy Young Award but has
since lost his stuff. He keeps struggling to get out of the first inning and
then keeps pointing to the fact he struck out the side in the fourth inning
to excuse his horrible ERA and high salary.
The Preds’ failings have been cast – by the team itself, and also by
others – not as a bad team playing badly but as a good team simply
underachieving. And that has given breath to a mystical belief that – any
day now – things are going to turn around.
General manager David Poile has long stymied questions about the “R”
word, seemingly holding on to hope that a rebuild wouldn’t be needed if
this could fix itself. As recently as this week, he was still telling 102.5-FM
that “this next stretch of games … are going to show us whether we are
one of the top teams in our division, whether we’re a playoff team or
possibly that we’re not.”
Allow me to end the suspense: They’re not.
How could anyone not realize what these Predators are by now?
Entering Thursday’s defeat, they were 28th out of 31 NHL teams in goals
per game. That’s a rough neighborhood. Don't want to be there while
nearing the midpoint of a shortened season in which your record is 1013-0.
Poile can keep hoping against reason. Or he can start doing what needs
to be done.
It’ll be messy and painful. Always is with a full-scale rebuild. In
abandoning hope today for the vague promise of tomorrow, you’re
waving a white flag and accepting that things must get worse before they
can improve.
Beloved players will exit in return for draft picks and much-needed
prospects. Mattias Ekholm? Filip Forsberg? Arvidsson? In the era of
COVID-19, flat salary caps and cost-conscious teams, will anyone be
untouchable? Will Hynes be? Or Poile even?
When all this goes down, it’ll be the end of this franchise’s golden age,
gone too soon and without the Stanley Cup so many saw as possible.
The descent down the mountain’s shady side isn’t pleasant, but you only
know that if you've made the climb in the first place. You then realize that
losing wealth is far worse than never having it – especially when no one
seems to have much of an idea how it all got away.
Were this fixable, the Preds would have fixed it by now. They’ve had time
with this core of players, and it is about to run out. You understand what
has to happen then.
I’d say, Smashville, to brace yourself to watch deflating defeats and bad
hockey.
But you're already there.
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Not long ago, the idea of trading Filip Forsberg would have been met with
laughter.
But as the Predators drift further from playoff contention, it does not
sound so far-fetched. Forsberg, 26, is No. 4 on The Athletic’s NHL Trade
Deadline Big Board and his value might never be higher than it is now.
As the Predators contemplate their future, a new contract for Forsberg,
who has 22 points in 23 games this season, will be part of the discussion.
He is signed through next season with a $6 million cap hit and can resign this summer.
Six Predators players, all of whom are in their late 20s to early 30s, will
be under contract in 2022, when Forsberg’s next deal will take effect.
Financial flexibility is a key component of a successful rebuild. The
Predators need to be careful about locking themselves into more
expensive, long-term contracts, especially since the ones they have will
be difficult to move. (Roman Josi has a no-movement clause and Matt
Duchene has a modified no-trade clause that begins in 2023.)
2026
There are two important questions:
How much will Forsberg cost?
Does he want to be part of a potential rebuild during the prime of his
career?
The first is easier to answer. Forsberg has 176 goals and 375 points in
481 games, a career average of 0.78 per game. By the end of the
season, he will eclipse the 400-point mark if keeps up his current scoring
pace.
The baseline for Forsberg’s next cap hit could reasonably be $8 million,
which would match Duchene and Ryan Johansen, the Predators’
highest-paid forwards. Forsberg’s agent, J.P. Barry, could make the case
that Forsberg is more valuable to the team than either center, which
would be hard to dispute.
As any seasoned agent would, Barry is sure to aim high in negotiations,
which he previously said would not start until the offseason. Here is an
assortment of high-priced forwards he could choose from:
Although Forsberg is tied for 21st among forwards in goals since his first
full season in 2014-15, he is not thought to be on the same level as the
players on the chart.
Mark Stone, now the captain of the Vegas Golden Knights, is an elite
two-way forward and a perennial Selke Trophy contender. Nikita
Kucherov was coming off a 100-point season when he signed his deal
with the Tampa Bay Lightning in July 2018 and won the Hart Trophy the
following year. Since joining the Dallas Stars in 2013, Tyler Seguin has
one 40-goal season and two 80-point seasons.
That leaves Jeff Skinner, who scored a career-high 40 goals riding
shotgun with Jack Eichel and received an eight-year, $72 million contract
from the Buffalo Sabres in June 2019. Forsberg, who has been more
productive than Skinner on a per-game basis over the course of his
career, could play his way into a similar deal.
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Forsberg is under no obligation to sign a new deal this summer. He could
choose to wait, bet on himself and earn a bigger payday after next
season, especially if the salary cap rebounds.
That brings us to the second question. The Predators are headed in the
wrong direction and might not return to contention for at least a few
years.
No one would blame Forsberg for wanting to see what else is out there.
He enjoys playing for the Predators, but at this stage, the team cannot
afford a repeat of the Ryan Suter situation in 2012, when negotiations
with the star defenseman dragged on before he walked away in free
agency.
Forsberg is a foundational player, but he could also bring back valuable
future assets. Stone was worth top defensive prospect Erik Brannstrom
and a second-round draft pick when the Ottawa Senators traded him to
the Golden Knights at the 2019 deadline.
At the time, Stone was on an expiring contract, though he signed his
megadeal less than two weeks later. A team acquiring Forsberg would
have him for another season at $6 million, so the Predators could ask for
more in a potential trade.
The fact that this is a conversation at all is a reflection of how far the
Predators have fallen. But it is something that they might be forced to
consider.

The Athletic LOADED: 03.06.2021
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Why Filip Zadina feeling fresh and happy matters for Detroit Red Wings

HELENE ST. JAMES

Filip Zadina is shining as a bright spot amid another dreary season for
the Detroit Red Wings.

“We had a couple chances the other game,” Zadina said. “We are all
skilled players and want to play with the puck. They gave us some space
and we won the battles. It was pretty easy for us — when we win the
battles we have the puck and we can create chances like we did and
score.”
On the first goal, Gagner flicked the puck down low to Namestnikov, who
fed Zadina.
Blashill called them a good line.
“Vladdy was playing really good, Gags played good,” Blashill said “As we
get healthier, hopefully we can continue to build more lines.”
Over the weekend, a clearer picture should emerge of who could be back
when the Wings host the Tampa Bay Lightning Tuesday, but at the very
least the expectation is that Larkin will be available.
Zadina went through health issues early in the season, testing positive
for COVID–19 and spending two weeks in pandemic protocol. He worked
hard to regain his form, and notched his third point of the season, an
assist, in his first game back. Two games later, he recorded a goal.
He didn’t score again until Thursday.
“He’s played really, really good hockey,” Blashill said “Last game he took
a step backwards, and this game he took a major step forward. Overall, I
think he’s played good hockey. It’s a hard league to score in and you
can’t get frustrated and you’ve got to stay with it, and he’s done a pretty
good job of that.”
Zadina, the sixth pick in the 2018 draft, figures as a key component in the
rebuild. He has matured nicely over the past year, showing a willingness
to chase down the puck instead of waiting for someone to put it on his
stick. But he's still only 21; he needs the boost a night like Thursday can
provide.
“When you are a guy who scores, confidence is a critical thing,” Blashill
said. “For those pucks to go in is important for him. Both were really good
goals and hopefully he can continue to build on that. I think he’s played
really hard most of the season. I think he’s done it the right way. I think
he tries to play from the defensive side of the puck, he tries to check for
his chances, and he’s done a really good job of that.”
The goals, on six shots on net, gave Zadina eight points in 19 games.

They head into a four-day break on a three-game losing streak, but
Zadina’s performances over the past week give encouragement that he
will help the franchise escape the doldrums someday. A two-goal outing
Thursday gave him four points in five games.

“Sometimes pucks are going the way you want and you get the puck on
your stick and you just feel like you want to shoot it and you see the
option to shoot the puck,” Zadina said. “That’s what I did. I probably have
to do that more often.”

“I felt really good,” Zadina said. “I was skating a lot and felt fresh and
scored a couple goals, which I’m really, really glad for. I didn’t score for a
long time and now this. I am happy about what I did on the ice, but
unfortunately we lost.”
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The Wings played better in Thursday’s 5-2 loss at Carolina than in their
previous two games, when they collapsed against the Columbus Blue
Jackets (in the second period Tuesday) and the Chicago Blackhawks (in
the third period Sunday). Zadina twice provided a lead, but the
Hurricanes scored three times in the third period, the last time into an
empty net with 5:05 to play.

Finally, Filip Zadina shows some offensive firepower in Wings' latest loss
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TED KULFAN | The Detroit News

Goaltenders are rarely pulled that early.
“It was a calculated risk and I lost on the risk,” coach Jeff Blashill said.
“We don’t score very easy, and it was an advantageous situation for us
with the icing. We ended up winning the faceoff, but we have to do more
with the puck. It’s a calculated risk and when those decisions end up in
your net, then it looks like a bad decision.”
The Wings (7-16-3) have five goals their last three games, all of which
have been played without top-line forwards Dylan Larkin and Tyler
Bertuzzi. Zadina’s line with Vladislav Namestnikov and Sam Gagner has
created the most chances during that stretch.

Detroit — This was one of those nights where Filip Zadina felt like a
dangerous offensive player in the NHL — a guy who when he had the
puck on his stick, knew something good was going to happen.
For long stretches Thursday, there really wasn’t anyone else on the Red
Wings who was making a similar impact to Zadina.
Zadina had both goals — one on a resurgent power play — but he
couldn’t do it alone in a 5-2 loss to a Carolina team that looks like a
legitimate Stanley Cup contender.
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The Wings aren’t anywhere close to that right now. But with Zadina
gaining more experience, and learning how to become a consistent star
in this league, and more talent around him, he could help the Wings get
there one day.
“Sometime the puck is going the way you want, and you get the puck on
your stick and you just feel like you want to shoot it,” said Zadina, who
had six on net. “You see the option to shoot the puck, and that’s what I
do.
“I probably have to do that more often, have more focus on shooting the
puck.”
The two goals were only the second and third of the season for Zadina,
who hadn’t scored in 11 games.
It’s been a strange season for Zadina. Few will deny he’s been
significantly better defensively and is clearly becoming a dependable and
effective player all over the ice. But offensive, a part of the game that was
supposed to be Zadina’s calling card since being drafted in 2018, has
been missing.
“I’m really glad for those goals, and hopefully they will keep coming,”
Zadina said. “Shoot the puck more, and good things will happen.”
Zadina’s development as all-around player has pleased coach Jeff
Blashill, who felt the goals would also give Zadina a boost in terms of
confidence.
“When you're a guy who scores, confidence is a critical thing," Blashill
said. "For those pucks to go in is important for him. Both were really good
goals, so hopefully he can continue to build on that.
“He’s played really hard most of the season. He’s done it the right way.
He tries to play from the defensive side of the puck. He tries to check for
his chances, and he’s done a good job of that.
"He’s just got to stay on it.”
Svechnikov battle
The much-hyped first battle between Evgeny Svechnikov and his
younger brother Andrei of the Hurricanes was clearly won by Andrei.
Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and assist while helping lead Carolina to
the win.
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Red Wings to start hosting 750 fans at Little Caesars Arena

Updated Mar 03, 2021; Posted Mar 03, 2021
By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com

Little Caesars Arena will be slightly louder and maybe have a little more
atmosphere when the Detroit Red Wings start a six-game homestand
Tuesday against the Tampa Bay Lightning.
The club plans to take advantage of Michigan’s eased restrictions on
attendance at sports venues by allowing 750 fans at games. That is the
maximum allowable in this initial reopening phase for arenas with a
capacity of 10,000 or more.
Until now, the team has been allowed to host only a couple hundred
family members/friends of players.
There is no word yet on when tickets will be available to the public.
The Red Wings played in front of slightly more than 4,000 fans in Dallas
and slightly less than 4,000 fans in Florida earlier this season. On
Tuesday in Columbus, a little less than 2,000 fans attended the game
following eased restrictions by the city.
“It’s funny what perspective is,” coach Jeff Blashill said Wednesday. “If
we would have been playing in full buildings all year and walked into last
night, we would have thought it was empty. And last night it seemed full.
You could hear the crowd; they were into it. It was great.
“Chicago has no one in their building and the atmosphere was really
quiet (last weekend). So, this was great to be part of. It’s closer to what
we’re used to and what makes it such a great thing to be part of.”
Said Luke Glendening after Tuesday’s game: “A little bit of normalcy,
coming back to hockey. It’s nice to have fans, nice to have people in the
building.”

Evgeny had an assist in 11 minutes, 29 seconds of ice time, and now has
four points (two goals) in four games since being inserted into the lineup.
"Svech created a real good chance on the power play late, he did a solid
job," Blashill said. "I'm sure it was an emotional night.
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"He's an emotional kid, a great person, and i'm real glad he had a chance
to play against his brother."
Bad gamble

The Athletic / ‘It was kind of inevitable’: NWHL players reflect on
promising season gone wrong

Blashill saw an opportunity and he went for it. But the move didn't pay off.
Blashill pulled goaltender Jonathan Bernier for an extra skater, the Wings
trailing 4-2, and 5:15 left.
But the move backfired when the Wings didn't control the puck
effectively, and Carolina's Nino Niederreiter scored into an empty net
only 10 seconds later.
“It was a calculated risk and I lost on the risk,” Blashill said. “We don’t
score very easy and it was an advantageous situation for us with the
icing (called against Carolina).
"We ended up winning the face-off, but we got to do more with the puck
there.
"It’s a calculated risk and when those decisions end up in your net then it
looks like a bad decision.”

By Lyndsey D'Arcangelo
Mar 5, 2021

The Boston Pride headed into their second game of a best-of-three
series against the Buffalo Beauts on Jan. 31, down 0-1. One more loss,
and they’d be packing their bags.
Three days earlier, the Metropolitan Riveters had dropped out of the twoweek 2020 NWHL season in Lake Placid, N.Y., after several players
tested positive for COVID-19, and the NWHL had revised the schedule
and format on short notice. Instead of pausing play to track the potential
spread of the virus and evaluate the safety of the situation six days into
the season, the league moved forward, putting players and coaches in a
must-play situation.
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With the Riveters out of the picture, the Pride needed to win to stay alive
in the Isobel Cup race with the Toronto Six, Minnesota Whitecaps and
Connecticut Whale. There was only one playoff slot remaining, and
Boston and Buffalo would be playing for it on the ice.
It was an elimination game, or so the Pride players thought.
Before the game that Sunday, Boston head coach Paul Mara learned the
best-of-three series against Buffalo was off. Connecticut had just opted
out of the season as well, ultimately leaving Lake Placid on Feb. 1 after
multiple players tested positive and their test results did not come back in
time for their scheduled game that night.
Amid the swirl of miscommunication and confusion, Buffalo and Boston
would now both make the playoffs no matter the result of their game. But
Mara kept the information to himself.
“Coach Mara didn’t tell us it wasn’t an elimination game until after the
game,” said 23-year-old rookie forward Taylor Wenczkowski. “Having
that pressure, do or die, really forced us to get into another gear and
really pick it up.”
The Pride had yet to regain their form from last season, when they
finished first in the NWHL at 23-1 while leading the league in goals
scored (120) and fewest goals allowed (43). In 2019-20, they were stout
in every facet of the game. This season, though, something was amiss.
Heading into that second matchup with Buffalo, the Pride were hanging
on to a 1-4 record and had scored only nine goals. They believed it was
win-or-go-home, and they played like it.

able to practice as a full team. Training was put on hold again when a
couple of Beauts players tested positive, Lewicki said.
“It was kind of a lot heading up to the bubble,” she said. “But you just
gotta focus on hockey and remember what you’re there for.”
When they finally arrived at Lake Placid and the games began, Lewicki
liked what she saw both on and off the ice. The protocols were pretty
straightforward — frequent testing, social distancing and mask wearing.
The expectation was that the players would travel only between the rink
and their hotel rooms, but social media posts, like a photo on Instagram
that showed players in town, suggested otherwise. Going into the
season, teams expressed concerns about the players’ mental health
while living in such isolation.
“It’s just kind of bearing down and following those protocols,” Lewicki
said. “I get that it’s kind of annoying that you’re locked in your room, like
you want to be able to hang out with your teammates, or if you have
friends on the other team, you want to see them as well. But, like, for us,
it’s only two weeks. I feel like it’s pretty easy to follow those rules. I mean,
I think for the most part, every team did what they could and (did) the
best to keep everyone safe and to try and follow those rules.”
On the ice, the Beauts got off to a slow start, going 0-2-1 in their first
three games. Their lack of on-ice chemistry was apparent. The bright
spot was rookie netminder Carly Jackson, who maintained a .909 save
percentage despite facing 231 shots through six games, the most in the
league.

The Pride walloped the Beauts 6-0 and defeated them again the next
day, 7-1.

Lewicki felt the momentum shifting after Buffalo secured its first win
against Boston in the first game of the best-of-three series. “After each
game, I think, we kept coming together more and more as a team, and
getting that chemistry,” she said. “For us, it was kind of tough since we
really didn’t have that many team practices to figure out who really plays
well together. I think the games kind of allowed us to see that each time,
and we kept progressing as we kept playing.”

“We were trying to build off the previous game and remind the rest of the
league … every team that we had played there had beaten us at one
point,” Wenczkowski said. “We needed to prove to ourselves, and to the
other teams as well, that they’re not just gonna be able walk all over us.”

Unlike the Pride, the Beauts knew ahead of the second game that the onice stakes had lowered. Lewicki welcomed the chance to contend for the
Isobel Cup, even if the season wasn’t going according to plan and
communication between the league and teams often faltered.

But before Boston got the chance to prove itself in the playoffs,
everything stopped. The number of positive COVID-19 cases, which
many say can be traced back to the Riveters, escalated. By the end of
the season on Feb. 3, the virus affected just over 20 percent of everyone
involved, NWHL commissioner Tyler Tumminia said in a statement to
The Athletic. The league, which says now its players and staff were
playing and living in a “restricted access environment” under a protocol
plan it believed to be strong, had no choice but to cancel the rest of the
season.

“It was all over the place. It was ups and downs,” she said. “I mean, we’d
get told one thing one day and then a completely different the next day.
So, I mean, emotions and not knowing what was going on was kind of all
over the place. But with COVID, I have to expect that changes are going
to be happening and it’s not going to go as planned.”

“It was hard to point at what we were missing,” Wenczkowski said. “But in
that second game against Buffalo, the energy on the bench was different.
Our backs were against the wall.”

“We don’t have the financial resources for a true bubble,” Tumminia said.
“We learned a lot and I take responsibility for not providing enough
oversight to be sure our plan was followed effectively.”
The 2020 NWHL “bubble” season, announced in November, was full of
hype and promise. The location — Herb Brooks Arena in Lake Placid
where many NWHL players dreamed of playing — was idyllic. The Isobel
Cup semifinal and final games would be broadcast on NBC Sports
Network, marking the first time professional women’s hockey would air
live on a major cable network. Everything seemed to be going according
to plan.
Beauts forward Kristin Lewicki, 25, was feeling excited, even though she
had a lot to arrange before the season. As a contract program analyst for
the federal government, Lewicki had to get permission to work from
Buffalo instead of her homebase in West Virginia, and then in Lake
Placid once the season began. She received approval and traveled to
Western New York at the end of September to begin practicing twice a
week with some of her teammates.
Beauts players from Canada weren’t allowed to cross the border yet and
trained separately. It wasn’t until after the New Year that the Beauts were

Cailey Hutchison was playing her second season with the Riveters.
(Courtesy of Michelle Jay)
The Riveters were the first team to leave Lake Placid and forfeit the rest
of the NWHL season. Forward Cailey Hutchison, 24, can’t help but think
of what might have been. The Riveters had a good core of returning
players from last season and were 2-1 when their season abruptly ended
due to a COVID-19 outbreak.
“(Our) morale was defeated,” Hutchison said. “We really thought we
could have brought the Cup home.”
For the Riveters, simply getting to the season was a challenge. The team
had more players than there were roster spots available. With the
amount of dedication and preparation it took just to make the team,
Hutchison doubts anyone didn’t take the protocols seriously. The
question is whether teams should have had more time to quarantine
between when they arrived in Lake Placid and when they started games,
and whether the NWHL should have paused play early on, until it had the
Riveters’ situation under control.
“We had a number of players test positive for COVID, and I’m not really
sure we could have done anything better. Like, I wouldn’t have
participated if I didn’t feel safe,” Hutchison said. “I just think that due to
our circumstances, it’s really hard to just solely isolate yourselves and
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play hockey. … I really don’t think anything could have been done
differently. It was kind of inevitable.”

The Athletic / NHL trade deadline: 12 more players not on our trade
board who could move

As a nursing student at Stony Brook in Long Island, Hutchison was
juggling school work, twice-a-week hockey practices and her job on the
side. She brought notes, books and PowerPoint presentations to Lake
Placid and smoothed out her nursing assistant schedule ahead of time.

By Scott Burnside

As careful as she’d been, Hutchison still contracted COVID-19 three
weeks before arriving for the season. She isolated and stayed home.
Then she was tested again. Players were given a rapid test before they
boarded the bus to Lake Placid and again when they arrived. Even with
all the testing in place, before and after games, some believe there may
have been too much of a reliance on rapid tests.
Wenczkowski wouldn’t comment on whether or not she believes the
NWHL did everything it could to keep the players safe and the season
going, but she did say she wished they had taken more PCR tests, the
standard COVID-19 nasal swab. According to the Food and Drug
Administration, rapid antigen tests “have a higher chance of missing an
active infection.”
“It’s hard to know how accurate the rapids really were,” Wenczkowski
said. “Everyone tested negative coming in. I would have felt more
comfortable with more PCRs, just because they are more accurate. I had
a PCR that was inconclusive, and the next morning I took a rapid test
and it came back negative.”
When Wenczkowski reflects on her short-lived rookie season with the
Pride, it’s bittersweet. She’ll never forget the experience of playing in
Lake Placid, and the way her team came together those last two games
against Buffalo made her believe they were on the cusp of a great run.
“It was definitely interesting,” Wenczkowski said. “You know, not being
able to have family there, I think that was the hardest thing — getting to
play my first pro game and not getting to experience that with my family.
They watched online and their cutouts (were) in the stands, but it’s
different. Not getting to share that experience in person and see them
after the game.”
Even if Boston had made it to the playoffs, Wenczkowski wouldn’t have
been able to play. She was one of the players who tested positive before
the league shut down the season. She thinks the virus must have
transmitted between players in those games against Buffalo.
Still, Wenczkowski, Hutchison and Lewicki all said they would go back to
Lake Placid and play the season over again if asked. The NWHL says it
plans to resume the season after holding debriefing sessions on what
went wrong in Lake Placid and concentrating on “daily testing and strict
health protocols” moving forward. There have been rumblings that the
NWHL may restart the season later this month, though nothing has been
confirmed.
If the league figures out a way to finish the season, it would mean
awarding the Isobel Cup after all, but under much different
circumstances.
“It’s obviously hard to say (what the NWHL could have done better)
because we weren’t part of all of their decisions or there when they did
stuff behind the scenes to make those calls and whatnot,” Lewicki said.
“You can only do so much, and then those rules are put in the players’
hands to follow those rules, and to make sure we do what we can to play
and keep each other safe.
“We’re in a pandemic right now, and we at least got to get together and
play the game that we love.”
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In an NHL season unlike any in history, with COVID-19 postponements,
realigned divisions and border restrictions, it stands to reason that we’re
headed for a trade deadline period unlike any in the league’s history.
Will Canadian teams deal with teams outside the North Division? Will
teams that have played fewer games because of COVID-19
postponements hold off on selling in the hopes of getting back into the
fray? How will surprise teams like Chicago, Arizona, Minnesota or Los
Angeles approach the deadline when their original plans might have
been to sell off pieces to further their respective rebuilds? And how will all
this work when many teams have zero or close to zero cap room?
All fodder for discussion as the April 12 deadline approaches. And as
always, there will be surprises. It’s the nature of the business.
Colleagues Eric Duhatschek and Craig Custance did an admirable job in
building The Athletic’s trade board heading into the deadline period.
But they didn’t invite me into their club so I have my own board. Call it
The Little Board That Could.
What follows is a list of possible trade assets who are more under the
radar, perhaps on the outer edge of possibility, but a possibility
nonetheless.
Ryan Getzlaf, 35, center, Anaheim Ducks
Contract Status: Pending unrestricted free agent, $8.250 million cap hit
The veteran captain won’t be going anywhere unless he wants to, given
he enjoys full trade protection. But there are lots of balls in the air for
Getzlaf and the Ducks, who look certain to miss the playoffs for the third
straight season. There is still lots to like about Getzlaf’s game, including a
defensive element that might be attractive to a team looking to add a
third-line center who can play both ends. Getzlaf’s foot speed was never
his strong suit but he remains a fine puck distributor and brings power
play skills to the table.
Perhaps most importantly, Getzlaf is a winner, having won gold twice
with Canada at the Olympics in 2010 and 2014 and a Stanley Cup back
in 2007. Several sources we spoke to like a potential fit in Colorado as a
third-line center who would fit in nicely behind Nathan MacKinnon and
Nazem Kadri. If Getzlaf wanted to stay in the west for family reasons,
there are other options, although the Ducks would likely have to retain a
chunk of Getzlaf’s salary to make any kind of deal work with some sort of
mid-range draft pick or picks coming back. And if there is a way to find
Getzlaf at least a temporary new home, there’s always the option for the
Ducks to turn around and bring him back for another season in Anaheim.
P.K. Subban, 31, defense, New Jersey Devils
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $9 million cap hit
I spoke recently to a person familiar with the Devils’ organization who felt
outside of Travis Zajac, who controls his fate vis a vis a no-trade clause
and declined a deal at last year’s deadline, and any of the team’s
promising youngsters, GM Tom Fitzgerald would entertain moving any
other parts of his roster. Does that include the former Norris Trophywinning Subban who does not possess trade protection?
This source believes the answer is unequivocally yes. Fitzgerald made it
clear when he took over as GM that the plan was to populate the New
Jersey lineup with players who could grow and mature with centerpieces
Nico Hischier, Jack Hughes, Mackenzie Blackwood and Ty Smith. That
plan was borne out when Fitzgerald did yeoman’s work at last season’s
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trade deadline, and it stands to reason he will treat this deadline no
differently. Fitzgerald inherited Subban, who still has the kinds of qualities
that should be attractive to contending teams. The fact that Subban has
one more year left on his deal means an acquiring team gets two playoff
runs. The $9 million price tag is monstrous, so it would take the Devils
eating some of that and maybe taking back an expiring contract to ease
the pain, but it might be worth it to bring in a package of mid-range picks
and/or prospects as well as shed the future cap hit.

a significant return from a contending team looking to bolster its
goaltending (like Carolina or Colorado, perhaps).

Such a move might be more easily orchestrated at the draft (whenever
that might be) but never say never. What about a fit in Boston, where
injuries and the departure of Torey Krug and Zdeno Chara have forced
head coach Bruce Cassidy into a non-stop juggling act on the blue line?
The Bruins have more of a need on the left side but the Bruins, or any
team for that matter, could acquire Subban and then expose him in the
expansion draft. Having a player with a big personality and Subban’s skill
set might be an attractive add for the first-year Kraken.

Nick Foligno, 33, forward, Columbus Blue Jackets

Johnny Gaudreau, 27, forward, Calgary Flames
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $6.75 million cap hit
Maybe the Flames get their act together and find their way back into the
North Division playoff mix. Maybe not. What remains undisputed is that
this is a team that has been stumbling around the edge of contention for
the past three or four years and still seems to be far removed from where
its talent suggests it should be.
“It just hasn’t worked,” said one longtime NHL player and executive.
Change, he said, seems inevitable, and not just peripheral change but
change at the very heart of the roster. As in Gaudreau and/or Sean
Monahan?
“The answer has to be yes,” the source said.
So let’s start with Gaudreau, who does not have trade protection and
whose name has popped up in trade discussions periodically in the past
couple of seasons. Gaudreau is off to an impressive start and has
another year on his deal, so an acquiring team would get two playoff runs
if they can get a deal together (even if Gaudreau’s playoff performances
in recent years have left much to be desired). Maybe a move of this
significance makes more sense in the offseason, but with uncertainty
surrounding the 2021 draft, it would seem GM Brad Treliving has to keep
all his options open if he’s going to undertake the kind of critical roster
moves we’ve seen teams like St. Louis and Washington make prior to
winning Stanley Cups.
Just for fun, does Philadelphia, more in the market for a top-four
defender at this stage, have the young offensive parts necessary to bring
Gaudreau into the fold?
Darcy Kuemper, 30, goaltender, Arizona Coyotes
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $4.5 million cap hit
Interesting days ahead for rookie Arizona GM Bill Armstrong as he
approaches his first trade deadline with the Coyotes. The unexpected
play of the Wild and Kings has blunted some of the optimism that the
Coyotes would be able to play their way into a playoff spot in the topheavy West Division. And given the tumult the team has experienced in
recent months, every move will be scrutinized closely. Complicating
matters for Armstrong is the fact the team was penalized a first- and
second-round draft pick for running afoul of draft combine rules. The
team also botched the drafting and then renouncing of prospect Mitchell
Miller in the 2020 draft, so there is significant pressure on Armstrong to
restock the shelves for the perpetually rebuilding Coyotes.
Armstrong also has to keep an eye on costs. The Coyotes tried to move
captain Oliver Ekman-Larsson and his $8.25 million cap hit in the
offseason. Kuemper was also in play, at least for a time, before the
season began. Kuemper is critical to keeping the Coyotes in the hunt for
a playoff spot, but he does not possess trade protection, and the extra
year on his current deal at a manageable cap hit means he might garner

What does the return look like? Maybe not a first-round pick but close,
given Kuemper’s age, skill set and contract status. One longtime
netminder and analyst said he thinks Carolina would be a good fit.
“I love Kuemper, and honestly, he needs to get out of Arizona before it
becomes stale and he starts trying too hard,” the source said.

Contract Status: Pending UFA, $5.5 million cap hit
First off, Foligno can play on my team any day, any time. A consummate
pro who still has above-average offensive skills, Foligno has a 10-team
no-trade list, according to CapFriendly, so has some control over whether
he stays or goes. And there’s nothing to suggest Foligno couldn’t be
dealt to a contender and then re-up with the Blue Jackets in the
offseason.
As a straight rental, Foligno’s value is in being able to play up and down
the lineup. He’s not afraid of the hard areas and is a guy who has the
potential to be that missing piece for a contending team. An obvious fit
would be in Florida, pending the health of its roster, because new GM Bill
Zito knows Foligno well from their days in Columbus, and Foligno would
be another piece to a culture change that is well underway in South
Florida.
Does he have enough offensive pizzazz for a team like Toronto looking
to add a top-nine forward? All of this is predicated on whether the Blue
Jackets’ midseason swoon turns into a full-season tire fire. GM Jarmo
Kekalainen can’t do a complete tear-down, not if he wants to entice
Patrik Laine to sign a long-term deal and with cornerstone defender Seth
Jones one year away from unrestricted free agency, and Foligno is
immensely popular in the Columbus locker room and in the community.
Max Domi, 26, forward, Columbus Blue Jackets
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $5.3 million cap hit
The Columbus discussion extends to what to do with Domi, who came in
the Josh Anderson deal and looked to slot into a top-six role with the
Blue Jackets, ideally as a center. Hasn’t worked out. At all.
Not only is Domi not playing center but is playing bottom-six minutes with
just three goals in his first 23 games. Domi does not have trade
protection, but does Kekalainen admit defeat and try to move Domi to a
team that believes it can get Domi back on track and has the security of
having him under contract for another season? Never great to sell low on
a talent like Domi, who was the 12th overall pick in the 2013 draft and
had 28 goals and 72 points in 2018-19 in his first season in Montreal.
But if the Blue Jackets are bottoming out, changes have to be made, and
maybe there’s a package that includes a second- or third-round pick
and/or a prospect for Domi that gives Kekalainen more assets to
restructure a lineup that has been confoundingly uneven this season.
Patrik Nemeth, 29, defenseman, Detroit Red Wings
Contract Status: Pending UFA, $3 million cap hit
When I think of Patrik Nemeth, I think of his renaissance season in
Colorado in 2017-18 as the 6-foot-3 left-hand shot defender became a
fixture on the Avs blueline after being acquired on waivers from the
Dallas Stars. Nemeth was well-liked and played well for Jared Bednar as
the Avs snuck into the playoffs and then gave highly regarded Nashville
all it could handle in the first round.
Nemeth ended up signing as a UFA with Detroit in the summer of 2019,
and now he’s headed for free agency once again but should be on the
radar for teams looking for that all-important defensive depth that is
critical to winning a championship. Nemeth is low maintenance and can
play easily in a shutdown role on a third pairing. As a left shot, we can
see him in Boston or Carolina or maybe Philadelphia, although the Flyers
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would likely be looking for a top-four guy and preferably a right-hand
shot.
He isn’t likely to command a lot in assets – a late-round pick or two – but
what he brings to the mix might far exceed that kind of expenditure for a
contending team.
Jamie Oleksiak, 28, defenseman, Dallas Stars
Contract Status: Pending UFA, $2.137 million cap hit
The Stars are one of those teams that is difficult to handicap given how
few games they’ve played. But the stark reality is that, as of Thursday,
they are in last place in the Central Division, 12 points out of fourth place.
That means even if they go on a tear they will have to dislodge four
teams to get into a postseason spot. They’ll get Ben Bishop and Tyler
Seguin back from long-term injuries at some point later this spring, but
will it be too late? And if you’re GM Jim Nill and you need to toss some
parts over the side with critical cap issues that lie ahead, there are some
obvious options, like Oleksiak, who has enjoyed a renaissance with the
Stars in his second go-round in Dallas.
Oleksiak handles the puck pretty well. He’s not afraid to jump into the
play as witnessed by his nine points in 27 playoff games as the Stars
marched to the Stanley Cup Final. He can play big minutes or small
minutes, and if someone is annoying your team’s top players he’s not
afraid to drop the gloves. Oleksiak is on an expiring contract without
trade protection.
John Klingberg, 28, defenseman, Dallas Stars
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $4.25 million cap hit
If Oleksiak is cut and dried, Klingberg is something other. In a
marketplace with few blue-chip players likely to be available, Klingberg is
just that. A proven point producer and a player who has become a leader
on a team that finished two wins short of a Stanley Cup, Klingberg will
command attention if the Stars fall out of the race.
With one year left on his deal and without trade protection, Klingberg’s
return should be significant, including a first-round pick and/or a top pick
and an NHL-ready scoring winger or center. In a perfect world, the Stars
would simply extend Klingberg and move on, but the Stars’ situation is far
from perfect with Seguin and captain Jamie Benn counting almost $20
million against a flat $81.5 million cap.
Rising star Miro Heiskanen, who has struggled this season with no goals
and nine points, is a restricted free agent this summer and will need to
get paid, even if it’s a bridge deal. Can the team afford both Heiskanen
and Klingberg a year from now factoring in the drag that Benn and
Seguin represent on the cap situation?
Klingberg was MVP-like during the playoffs, with 21 points in 26 playoff
games, and has 50-point potential during the regular season. Few
players move laterally along the blue line and get shots to the net like
Klingberg. The right-hand shot defenseman may be too big a ticket given
the circumstances, but the list of suitors for his services should be
lengthy if he’s in play.
Tomas Tatar, 30, forward, Montreal Canadiens
Contract Status: Pending UFA, $4.8 million cap hit
OK. Bear with us. We still like the Canadiens as a playoff team. And we
still like them as a team that could upset the applecart come playoff time.
But it’s obvious from the recent firing of head coach Claude Julien that
things were not going according to GM Marc Bergevin’s plans. We spoke
to a longtime NHL executive and former player familiar with the North
Division, and he thinks the Habs will be OK. But he did note there are a
number of pending UFAs who may be feeling they missed the contract
boat with the upheaval to the NHL cap situation and wondered aloud if
that was an issue impacting their performance.
So, if the Canadiens wanted to tinker a bit with their roster, how do Joel
Armia, Philip Danault and Tomas Tatar, all bona fide NHLers on expiring

contracts, fit in? Is there a piece that could be moved without damaging
the overall product in Montreal? Danault has gone from the edge of the
Selke discussion to a pretty ordinary third-line center, the executive said.
But he’s a center, so moving Danault would mean finding a replacement
somewhere else. Armia is a solid two-way player who can roam up and
down the lineup, so we’ll suggest that Tatar might fetch some value in a
deal, presumably to an American-based team, and allow the Habs to
make an offsetting move to bolster the blue line and/or to make room for
one of their young forwards to get a shot come stretch time.
Josh Manson, 29, defenseman, Anaheim Ducks
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $4.1 million cap hit
Hampus Lindholm, 27, defenseman, Anaheim Ducks
Contract Status: One more year remaining, $5.205 million cap hit
We started with the Ducks’ venerable captain, Ryan Getzlaf, and we’ll
close with two cornerstone defenders with the Anaheim Ducks. In a
perfect world, GM Bob Murray re-ups both these players long-term,
allowing him to turn his attention to coaxing more offense out of his
forward corps. But these are not times anywhere near perfect, so Murray
faces a dilemma.
Let’s assume both Manson and Lindholm are looking for raises and that
the two will likely come in at a combined $14 million annually. Add Cam
Fowler and Kevin Shattenkirk and netminder John Gibson and you’re
looking at north of $31 million for four defenders and a goalie in 2022.
That’s a problem, assuming a stagnant $81.5 million salary cap. As one
source familiar with the team noted, maybe the fact neither player has lit
it up offensively will blunt their contract demands, but maybe not.
Manson has a limited no-trade clause (12-team no-trade list) while
Lindholm, a player with greater value both within the organization and on
the marketplace, does not have trade protection. Manson shoots right.
Lindholm shoots left. Both are still very much in their prime. Even with the
currently restricted trade landscape, cornerstone defenders are not
available every day, especially ones with another year at a digestible cap
hit.
So the return for either would have to be significant and help address
some of the organizational needs up front. Complicating the issue is
whether one or both are interested in staying in Anaheim long-term. If the
answer is no, that will make Murray’s job more difficult next season as
one or both enter the final year of their current deals and with the
potential to bolt for free agency without returning any assets an
unappealing possibility, especially for a mid-sized market like Anaheim.
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The Athletic / LeBrun: NHL’s Canadian division winner could relocate to
U.S. for semifinals, Stanley Cup Final

By Pierre LeBrun
Mar 5, 2021

So there may yet be playoff hockey in Buffalo after all this season.
Stay with me, folks.
The NHL is doing some internal spitballing these days as it wrestles with
the realistic scenario that the Canada-U.S. border could remain an issue
come June when the playoffs are down to the four teams who have come
out of their respective divisions.
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Right now, anyone entering Canada from the U.S. faces a 14-day
quarantine. Just ask Pierre-Luc Dubois about that.
There’s no way to factor in a 14-day quarantine in the middle of a best-ofseven series featuring the Canadian division winner and a U.S.
counterpart come June.
Even if the Canadian federal government dropped the quarantine
requirement to the training camp length, seven days, that still doesn’t
work for a best-of-seven series.
No question the NHL will try to persuade the Canadian government to
make allowances. It will likely depend on how things look in June,
especially in Canada where the vaccine rollout has been much slower
than in the U.S.
But there are scenarios in which the Canadian division winner has to play
the rest of its playoffs in the U.S.
“All possibilities are being considered and remain active,” NHL deputy
commissioner Bill Daly said via email Thursday when asked about the
semifinals scenarios.
Daly would not elaborate beyond that but from talking to other people
around the league, it’s clear the NHL is going to look at all kinds of
options for the semifinals because of the border issue.
One of them, I was told Thursday, was finding a U.S. home for the
Canadian champion for the semifinals and potentially the Stanley Cup
Final, should the team advance. Because it clearly wouldn’t be fair for the
Canadian team to play an entire series in the arena of their opponent.
For example, let’s take the first-place Toronto Maple Leafs. You can’t ask
them to play the entire series in, say, Boston if that’s who they would face
if they got to the final four.
One idea being floated is whether the Leafs relocate just across the
border to Buffalo after the second round should they be the Canadian
team to get that far. That makes sense as far as proximity.
The Sabres will allow 1,900 fans or so for the first time March 20 in a
game against Boston; 10 percent capacity allowance as per New York
state’s guidelines.
Depending on where those rules are by June, how many fans could be
allowed in and how many of those would come from southern Ontario,
camp out in Buffalo for a few games, and then quarantine when they
head home? That would require the Canadian federal government to
relax the land border crossing rules. Right now Canadians can only fly
into the U.S. unless they’re essential workers.
But depending on how things look with the border in June, it would be a
way for the Leafs to have a small number of their own fans in a building
for a semifinal series.
I don’t know how many Leafs fans would want to deal with the quarantine
but if you’re working from home, it might be worth it to see the Leafs that
deep in the playoffs?
Again, there’s nothing decided at all, this is just one of many ideas being
floated within the league office, but the Leafs in Buffalo idea has some
obvious merit given the proximity. Fans or no fans.
What I believe might happen is that once the North Division standings get
firmed up and we get our four playoff berths confirmed, the league would
start work on lining up a U.S. home for all four of those Canadian teams
in the event they reach the semifinals.
Right now the top four teams in the North Division are Toronto, Winnipeg,
Edmonton and Montreal.
Minnesota would make sense for Winnipeg should the Jets be Canada’s
representative in the final four (and assuming the Wild don’t make it to
the semifinals); hey, isn’t half the Jets roster from Minnesota anyway?

Arizona might work for Edmonton? You’ve got all those Albertan
snowbirds with places in Arizona. Not sure what would make the most
sense for Montreal, maybe Newark using the Devils facilities?
Another idea is having all four remaining teams play the semifinals at one
neutral site. As with all of these ideas, the NHL Players’ Association
would have to be in agreement and in this particular case, a neutral site
for the semifinals would undoubtedly have to include players’ families
being allowed to be on hand, etc. Nobody wants to relive the closed
bubble experience.
But the No. 1 priority for the NHL would be to hope that come June and
the semifinals, there’s a way to proceed as normal with the Canadian
team playing out of its own rink, with the notion of a travelling bubble of
sorts with both teams not straying from the hotel or the rink plus daily
testing being enough to sway the Canadian government of a playoff
series going back and forth across the border.
Or could all four teams left standing in June be vaccinated by then?
Possibly in the U.S. But for the Canadian team that’s not so clear.
According to the Canadian federal government, we are looking at
September for having our country all vaccinated (hopefully). And the NHL
has been sensitive to not wanting to jump the line.
In any case, if the border/quarantine issues aren’t resolved by June, it’s
going to be rather interesting for the Canadian team still standing.
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Who wins today, 2016’s Team North
America or Team Everyone Else?

By Sean McIndoe
Mar 5, 2021

Five years ago this week, hockey fans got their first look at the roster for
what would become one of the most unique teams in international sports
history. In organizing the 2016 World Cup tournament, the NHL went off
the board with their decision to include Team North America, an
unprecedented combo platter of Canadian and American stars who were
23 or under.
Did it make sense to have two countries combining for an entry in an
international tournament, let alone when those two nations were rivals?
Not really. Was it fair to weaken those countries’ main rosters by ruling
out some of the game’s best young stars? Probably not. Was the whole
thing a good idea? It’s fair to say that the initial reaction was mixed.
But then we got a look at the first draft of the roster, and even a
traditionalist had to be intrigued. That initial March 2016 list featured 16
names, including established stars like Nathan MacKinnon, Connor
McDavid and Jack Eichel. They’d eventually be joined by a group that
included Auston Matthews (who’d yet to play an NHL game) and Mark
Scheifele.
We weren’t sure if they’d be all that good, but we knew they’d be fun. It
turned out they were both, stealing the show at the tournament with a
run-and-gun style and all sorts of skill. They failed to medal, but beat
Finland and Sweden. In terms of NHL star power, the future looked
bright.
Five years later, the future is here. So today, I want to tackle a question
sent in by Puck Soup listener Manny: Could a reunited Team North
America beat an all-star squad made up of everyone else in a series
played right now?
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It’s a big ask. We’ve got a huge swath of the league to choose from,
including stars who were too old for Team North America consideration,
guys who hadn’t entered the league yet, and a handful of snubs. And
we’ve got the benefit of hindsight, because while most of the 2016 team
holds up well, a few haven’t seen their pro careers pan out as well as we
all expected. Team Everyone Else should have a big advantage. But
Team North America has Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews, so let’s
do this.

Who’s better? Team Everyone Else has the better third and fourth lines
and is far deeper, having left off several guys who are far better players
today than Drouin and Saad. But even with Crosby on the top line, they
can’t match the star power of McDavid and friends. It’s closer than I
thought, but if we’re talking about a short series where depth isn’t crucial,
I think Team North America has to get the edge.

One caveat: We’re doing North American players only. I originally
thought about making it the kids against the world, but throwing names
like Victor Hedman, David Pastrnak and Nikita Kucherov into the mix just
tilts the scales too far in one direction. It’s Canadian and American stars
only, and if you show up in the comments going “Uh, Leon Draisaitl?”
then you have to do 10 pushups and we all get to make fun of you. Let’s
see where this takes us.

Huh. Let’s just say there’s a reason that all your memories of Team North
America involve the forwards flying around. The blue line was … OK.

Forwards
Let’s start with the main course, because Team North America’s forwards
are ridiculous. McDavid, Matthews and MacKinnon may be the three best
players in the league right now, so we’re absolutely loaded with top-end
star power. But we’re not completely top heavy, with some excellent
options for all four lines. Some of the names aren’t exactly Hart
candidates, like Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. J.T. Miller or Vincent Trocheck,
but they’ve developed into very good players.
In fact, among the names on the final 2016 roster, there isn’t a single one
that you’d describe as a bust five years down the road. And the only ones
who’ve struggled to establish themselves as legitimate top-end players
are Brandon Saad and maybe Jonathan Drouin.
Obviously, you could mix and match to come up with different
combinations, including loading up with McDavid, Matthews and
MacKinnon on the same line, which is kind of terrifying. I went with a
more balanced top two, letting McDavid keep one regular-season
linemate and putting Matthews with a burner and a scorer. The bottom
six doesn’t have quite the same star power, but you couldn’t take either
line lightly.
So that’s 13 forwards that are off the board, leaving us with every other
North American player in the league to work with. Surely we can come up
with something better, right?
We’ll start with the obvious name, Sidney Crosby. And I’ll give him his
two linemates from that 2016 Team Canada squad that won the
tournament, Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. That’s an older line,
but I like that, because they’ll be motivated to show these young
whippersnappers that they’ve still got it.
I’m going to start my second line with another veteran, with Steven
Stamkos as my center. But I’ll give him two wingers who were actually
eligible for Team North America but didn’t get the call, Mitch Marner and
Jonathan Huberdeau. Marner had been drafted in 2015 but hadn’t made
his NHL debut yet, so you could hardly call him a snub, but Huberdeau’s
exclusion was a surprise, and in hindsight he should have been on the
team. Team Everyone Else will happily take advantage.
I’ll start my third line with another young star who was Team North
America eligible but, like Marner, hadn’t made an NHL impact yet:
Brayden Point. He’ll be joined by one American star who was too young
for the team in Matthew Tkachuk and another who was too old in Patrick
Kane.
The fourth line gets tough because we’ve got a lot of big names left to
consider. That list includes young stars like Pierre-Luc Dubois, Alex
DeBrincat, Brock Boeser and Kyle Connor, plus some veterans like Joe
Pavelski, Logan Couture and Blake Wheeler. But I’m eying those first two
Team North America lines and realizing I’m going to need some
defensive prowess, so let’s start with two perennial Selke candidates in
Mark Stone and Ryan O’Reilly. I’ll give them some offensive support from
one more young name we haven’t mentioned yet, Mathew Barzal, with
Connor getting the 13th spot.

Defense

It’s certainly not bad, and of the seven young blueliners that were picked,
only one has really struggled to establish themselves as an impact
NHLer. But the star power here just isn’t close to what it was up front.
Maybe that’s to be expected; defensemen take longer to develop and are
harder to project, after all. But of the three position groups, this is going
to be the weak spot.
It’s not a bad group. Colton Parayko is close to the Norris tier, and Seth
Jones was too before wobbling a bit this season. Morgan Rielly and
Aaron Ekblad are both very good players, and Jacob Trouba and Shayne
Gostisbehere were well on the way there before levelling off. Ryan
Murray’s really the only question mark, largely due to injuries.
Can the rest of the league measure up? They can, yes. We’ve got all
sorts of options, including some big-name veterans like Drew Doughty,
Shea Weber, Brent Burns and Mark Giordano that we won’t even need to
use.
Instead, let’s stare down Team North America’s young blue line by
building an even younger one. I’m going to include four names that have
entered the league since 2016, with Charlie McAvoy, Cale Makar, Darnell
Nurse and Quinn Hughes. Add in one 2016 snub in Dougie Hamilton,
and two veterans in John Carlson and Alex Pietrangelo, and I think I’ve
got a solid mix. You could certainly swap in another young name like
Thomas Chabot, Shea Theodore, Zach Werenski or even Samuel Girard,
or maybe an older veteran like Ryan Suter, Kris Letang or Jeff Petry, but
you get the point. Team Everyone Else isn’t too worried here.
Who’s better? Team Everyone Else takes this one with room to spare.
Team North America had a good group, but nobody has emerged as a
McDavid-level difference-maker, or even come all that close, so the
sheer depth of options available to Team Everyone Else overwhelms
them.
Goaltenders
For all the excitement around Team North America’s young talent up
front and on the blue line, there was some serious trepidation when it
came to goaltending. Forwards peak in their early 20s and defensemen
are often well-established by then. But goalies? Lots of good ones don’t
even make the big leagues until they’re well into their mid-20s. When the
Team North America concept was first announced during the 2014-15
season, not a single goalie 23-or-under would make even 30 NHL
appearances. At the time, there was serious talk about whether the age
limit on goalies should be increased. It wasn’t.
With so little to choose from, how did Team North America do? Not bad,
I’d say.
When Matt Muray, who was in the middle of winning back-to-back Cups,
goes on to be a distant third on your depth chart, you’ve done pretty well.
He ended up splitting duties with John Gibson, with Connor Hellebuyck
playing third-string. For our current-day version of the team, we’ll go with
last year’s Vezina winner as our starter, backed up by Gibson.
That’s pretty good, but Team Everyone Else has, well, everyone else.
That includes slam dunk options like …
Um …
Huh. Yeah, it turns out Hellebuyck and Gibson are the two best North
American goalies these days, and it may not even be all that close. We
have plenty of options, including big names like Carey Price, Jonathan
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Quick and Marc-Andre Fleury. But as any Habs fan could tell you these
days, a big name doesn’t mean much if the saves aren’t there. The days
of having Martin Brodeur, Patrick Roy and Eddie Belfour battling it out for
the Canadian crease are long gone, and the best goalies in America are
already spoken for.
I’m going to go with the same duo that I built my Team Canada B roster
around: Fleury and Darcy Kuemper. I’ll also take Jordan Binnington as
my third option, although this is more of a three-headed rotation than one
with clear separation.
Who’s better? Team North America takes this one. That feels like an
upset — remember, they picked these guys in 2016, when Gibson had
one season as an NHL starter and Hellebuyck had played 26 games in
his career. Maybe goaltending isn’t as hard to project as we’re told.
And the winner is …
I think I go with Team North America, although it’s close and I’ve flipped
back and forth a few times. They have more high-end talent and better
goaltending, which should give them just enough of an edge to cover for
their weaker blue line. In a long season, the lack of forward depth hurts,
but in a short series they could just run the McDavid and Matthews lines
as much as possible and hope it’s enough. Bonus points for team
cohesion since they’ve all played together before, and we’ll also hope
that their coaches get around to telling them the rules this time.

Just like Sutter to ride in with the highest of standards, just as he did after
Christmas in 2002 when he delayed his start in Calgary so the
consummate cowboy could first take in the National Finals Rodeo in
Vegas.
This time the delay revolves around a pandemic that will have assistant
Ryan Huska manning the bench Saturday and Sunday until Sutter arrives
Tuesday when he’s expected to have cleared COVID-19 protocols.
“Churning coaches over is not a recipe for success and the message to
the players is the coach they’ve got now isn’t going anywhere,” said GM
Brad Treliving whose fifth coach in the last five years is inked to a threeyear deal.
“Ours isn’t a structure issue or a system issue, although those will be
changed. Ours is a maximizing performance issue. This is not something
I’m laying at the feet of Geoff and Geoff alone. I just felt this team was
underperforming and inconsistent and this change was required. Not only
was a change required, but we needed Darryl and what he can bring.”
What he brings is a demand for accountability that has produced a pair of
Stanley Cup rings from his time in L.A., and a resume that has seen him
post winning coaching records in 15 of 18 seasons. In his two-and-a-halfyear stint in Calgary his tough love approach squeezed the most out of a
rag-tag bunch of grinders who built an identity under Sutter as one of the
toughest and hardest-hitting teams in the league to play against.

Because I knew you’d ask, I had Dom Luszczyszyn run the numbers, and
he likes Team Everyone Else as about a 2-to-1 favorite. That seems high
to me, but then again I’ve never loved anything as much as his model
loves Dougie Hamilton and Darcy Kuemper, so maybe Team North
America asks for a recount. Still, if you trust the numbers then it’s not all
that close.

He inherits a team whose identity revolves around being the most
inconsistent team in the loop.

Now it’s over to you: Team North America in 2021 or Team Everyone
Else. Who you got?

“One of the biggest strengths is his ability to be very clear to players in
terms of their roles, the expectations and standards of the organization.”
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At age 62, and long ago decreeing he coached his last game, Sutter said
Friday there were only two teams he’d leave his consulting role with
Anaheim for – Chicago and Calgary.
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Sportsnet.ca / Darryl Sutter rides into Calgary with highest of
expectations

Eric Francis@EricFrancis
March 5, 2021, 6:36 PM

“Buckle up.”
That was the advice from Milan Lucic as he wrapped up the players’ first
media availability following the Flames’ dismissal of coach Geoff Ward.
Having already played for Darryl Sutter’s Los Angeles Kings in 2015-16,
Lucic knows better than anyone just how turbulent the re-introduction of
the Jolly Rancher could be next week.
It was perhaps the most appropriate of all the reactions in town to
shocking news late Thursday that the man who turned the Flames
franchise around in 2004 is back with a similar mission.
“For me it’s unfinished business,” said Sutter from his farm in Viking,
Alta., citing the emptiness of walking out of the arena in Tampa Bay with
Jarome Iginla after losing Game 7 of the 2004 final.
“I was close with (owners) Doc (Seaman), Harley (Hotchkiss) and Bud
(McCaig) in Calgary, then Murray (Edwards) came and Al Libin. It’s like I
have a debt to pay those guys. We’re going to win a Stanley Cup for
them.”

“He has one of the sharpest minds that has stood behind a bench in this
league and his ability to extract the very best out of each individual is a
skill,” said Treliving, whose relationship with Sutter goes back decades.

The allure of finishing what he started was on par with his belief that the
Flames have the core pieces to build a championship team around,
starting with its netminding, a pair of pillars on the back end and depth up
the middle.
In theory, what Sutter has traditionally brought is certainly a match made
in heaven for what ails the underperforming and inconsistent Flames.
But can his old school approach work in today’s game, with today’s rules
and today athletes?
“There’s fundamentals that never change in terms of taking care of your
own end, shot quality and puck possession,” said the hard-nosed coach
when asked if he can continue to evolve with the times.
“At the end of the day the biggest part of a head coach’s responsibility
now is the relationships, the one-on-ones and the honesty and getting
the most out of guys. That’s what drives the bus on the good teams, the
relationship the coach has with players and how he can maximize what
they have inside of them. Sometimes it’s a pull, sometimes it’s a push,
sometimes it’s side-by-side. That part of the game hasn’t changed.”
And sometimes the lads simply tune out the tough love.
With gritty types like Lucic, Mark Giordano, Matthew Tkachuk and
Andrew Mangiapane destined to love the increased accountability Sutter
will demand, inquiring minds are eager to see how the Johnny
Gaudreaus and Sean Monahans fare in Sutterville.
“When I look at this group, they’re a very intriguing group because there’s
a lot of really good players - they just have to adjust their style a bit to do
what it takes to win,” said Sutter, who believes strongly in grouping
forwards in pairs, like Ward did.
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“There are five or six really good players who started their career here
and have been here through all the coaches and what’s important for
them to know now is I’m here with them and I’m going to stick with them
and whatever works best for them is what I’m going to do. They need
stability and leadership from that same coach for a long time.”

"Last year, we made the playoffs. We had some success in the bubble.
And then, you know, things have changed with the pandemic and the flat
cap moving forward, and these young players that we're going to have to
re-sign after this year. The circumstances, you know, didn't stay the
same."

Giordano said the group spent Friday dealing with the shock of Ward’s
departure with the reality they need to focus on stepping up for games
against Edmonton and Ottawa on Saturday and Sunday.

Benning said the Canucks, 10-15-2 and 27th in the NHL in winning
percentage, were hurt by the lack of pre-season games, a suddenly and
indefinitely stagnant salary cap, and a critical lack of practice time.

“If you’re not going to listen to a guy who is a proven winner like that you
shouldn’t be in the game,” said Giordano.

But all teams are dealing with these same conditions, and five of them
are ahead of the Canucks in the seven-team Canadian division. Two of
those, the Calgary Flames and Montreal Canadiens, have already fired
their coaches in desperation.

“We can’t just keep switching the coach. There’s been too much change
in that aspect. It’s up to us players to improve as a group.”
If this tight-knit group was best described as living in a country club
atmosphere, it’s now promising to be more of a rodeo.
Buckle up indeed.
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Sportsnet.ca / Benning preaches more patience to already restless
Canucks fanbase

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet
March 5, 2021, 8:08 PM

VANCOUVER – Nearly seven years into his tenure, Vancouver Canucks
general manager Jim Benning asked Friday for more patience from fans.
His request was not favourably received.
Halfway through the pandemic-shortened season as of Saturday’s home
game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Canucks have regressed
from last summer’s breakthough and almost certainly will miss the
Stanley Cup playoffs this spring for the fifth time in Benning’s seven
seasons in charge.
He said before the season that he did not expect the Canucks to take a
step back.
Patience is a tough sell on the West Coast. It’s like trying to sell more
rain to people who are already soaked and shivering. Patience? No,
thanks, fans are good. How about some sunshine?
And yet there is little else to do in Canucks Nation but wait some more.
As Benning noted during a 36-minute, mid-season virtual press
conference that swerved between numerous topics, the GM has the
support of owner Francesco Aquilini, coach Travis Green has the support
of Benning, and with the border closed and quarantine requirements for
travellers, it’s about impossible to make any kind of trade to help your
team.
The Canucks can’t even practically recall players from their Americanbased farm team.
"I think we have to just keep trying to figure out how to get better from
within and to make all of our players better," Benning said. "That's the
mindset that we have, and that's the way Travis is attacking this whole
thing.
"We're going to have to have patience when you talk about drafting,
developing, and, when these players are ready to play, stepping in.

"Travis is doing a good job with our group," Benning said of Green, who
is in the final season of his contract. "The one thing about playing the
same teams over and over (is) the weaknesses you have as a team get
exposed and then you have to adjust. I think he's done a good job of that.
"He has kind of had these young players for the last three years here,
four years, and he's grown them to where they're at. He's continuing to
work with them to make them better, to get better. I'm not looking to
make a coaching change. I think him and his staff have done a good job
with our group."
Few teams in the NHL rely as heavily on its youngest players as the
Canucks do.
Elias Pettersson, who could play Saturday after sitting out Thursday’s 3-1
win against the Leafs, is 22 years old and in his third season.
Defenceman Quinn Hughes, 21, is a sophomore. Winger Brock Boeser
just turned 24 and is starting Season 4, and goalie Thatcher Demko is 25
but in his first month as an NHL starter. Captain Bo Horvat is 25.
Rookie Nils Hoglander has been a top-six fixture at age 20, and Russian
power forward Vasili Podkolzin, 19, is expected to step into the NHL next
season.
This impressive core, almost entirely drafted and developed under
Benning, is his greatest achievement as GM. But the dropoff around
these players is also the GM’s greatest failure.
The opportunity-cost of inflated contracts the Canucks gave veteran role
players when the team was rebuilding – like Loui Eriksson’s $36-million
contract in 2016, and the four-year, $12-million deals Jay Beagle and
Antoine Roussel signed as free agents in 2018 – finally came due and
greatly limited what Benning could do to strengthen the bottom half of his
lineup with Pettersson and Hughes still on bargain entry-level deals.
"Every team in the league has bad contracts," Benning argued. "That's
just the nature of doing business. You're never going to be perfect.
"There's going to be some decisions that you make that you wish you
could have back, but it is what it is."
Benning said nothing Friday to quell fan unrest in Vancouver, although
he did offer a few snippets of news.
• He has been in touch with agent Pat Brisson and expects to start
negotiating second contracts for Pettersson and Hughes after the April
12 trade deadline.
• Benning would like to keep impending unrestricted free agent Tanner
Pearson and will explore before the deadline what that cost would be.
• Benning said he has talked to every GM in the league to start preparing
for deadline day, but added it’s too soon to decide if the team will be
sellers. His comment about living "day to day" until the deadline was
widely derided.
Clearly, Benning isn’t ready to write off this season.
"Of course, I'm not happy with our record," he said. "But I think if you play
the right way, you do things the right way, then we'll start winning our
share of games and our record will be better than it is right now.
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"We want to be competitive in every game. I think we've taken a little bit
of a step back so far but we still have half a season and we'll just see
how things end up."
Pressed towards the end of his press conference to tell fans how exactly
how much longer they need to be patient with a team that has never won
the Stanley Cup, Benning said the Canucks’ young core players require a
little more time to mature.
"My hope is that in a couple of years," he said, "we're the type of team
that's competitive every night and we can compete for the Cup."
Two more years. Another tough sell.
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Sportsnet.ca / Sabres GM: Jack Eichel 'has not asked for a trade' as
team continues spiral

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen
March 5, 2021, 7:51 PM

As another Buffalo Sabres season slips away, amid criticism about his
head coach, star free agent signing, goaltending situation, and lamenting
over the team's general asset-botching over the years, general manager
Kevyn Adams had to say it.
"No, he has not asked for a trade. Jack (Eichel) is someone that I've
bounced things off of. He's talked to me and we have an open dialogue."
Adams has been on the job for less than a year.
Yes, in case you hadn't heard, it's that kind of season again in Buffalo
and still getting worse.
Step back two weeks and much of what Adams said sounded an awful
lot like Flames GM Brad Treliving.
Need to play with more grit, in the hard areas of the ice? Check.

The Sabres have shown no improvement over last season and have the
worst 5-on-5 offence in the league.
But firing the coach comes with its own pitfalls. The Sabres have had five
coaches in the eight years since Lindy Ruff was dismissed following his
16-year tenure. Changing the messaging again would be problematic,
and is a vicious cycle many troubled organizations repeat. Is the next
candidate available, affordable and assured enough that they won't also
find themselves in this same position a year or two from now?
"Continuity is something that you hope can happen," Adams said.
"Ultimately how does continuation happen? It happens with success. We
need to have success."
So the coach's seat is hot, but a move there alone wouldn't fix Buffalo.
They need a goalie to replace injured Linus Ullmark, and they need to
start exploring trades for their pending UFAs -- yes, even Taylor Hall,
who said he was "open" to staying with the Sabres. And even more than
that, anyone else beside Rasmus Ristolainen, the top prospects and
Eichel (heck, maybe him, too, one day soon) should be negotiable.
The deadline to trade is April 12, but because of the extra layers involved
in moving between divisions this year, the Sabres and other teams
around the league are exploring wider options, earlier.
"It's an interesting time right now," Adams said. "I'm on the phone every
day with all the different teams in the league and everybody's having
conversations. What's interesting is with all the protocols and quarantine
it's going to be a challenging year, so I think you're seeing more
conversations happening even though the deadline is still over a month
away. And I'm having those."
Truth is, this season is already a write-off for the Sabres. Twelve points
out of a playoff spot and 29th in the league by points percentage, they're
nestled in a very familiar spot at the bottom of the league, where another
shiny new prospect awaits.
But it won't matter if that player walks into this same malaise. Adams was
frustrated, unhappy and primed to do...something. Will it be a trade, a
coach swap, both?
Something's about to give.
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Need to find an "identity"? Check.
"Not good enough"? You better believe that's a check.
The Flames fired their coach 13 days after Treliving went on Sportsnet
960 and had a similar, frustrated message about his team. In Ralph
Krueger's second season with the Sabres, the heat is turning up as doubt
sets in that he'll be able to squeeze more out of his group.
"Part of the evaluation...is to look at everything big picture, small picture,
and everything in between," Adams said. "I need to do what's best for the
team right now and also in the long term. So I look at those type of things
on a daily basis. I have conversations and what's interesting about this
team -- and it just flat out hasn't been good enough -- but there's good
people in there and they communicate well with the coaches. The players
enjoy playing for Ralph and the coaching staff. There's a belief in that
locker room. But it hasn't worked and it needs to."
"Everything's being evaluated. Ralph and I talk every day. Multiple times
a day. He understands the situation we're in is unacceptable."
Krueger has already made $9-million-winger Jeff Skinner a multi-game
healthy scratch, had inaccurate messaging about Eichel's injury, and
suggested Rasmus Ristolainen -- his most-used player -- maybe had a
bad game because of lingering COVID affect.

Sportsnet.ca / Walter Gretzky embodied the heart, spirit of Canadian
community hockey

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny
March 5, 2021, 8:58 AM

Few surnames have become as inextricably linked with a sport, with a
country, as the one that’s scattered throughout the NHL record books
more than any other.
To speak of hockey in Canada, perhaps anywhere, is to speak of the
Gretzkys.
The First Family of On-ice Greatness means more to the game than
simply records and numbers, though. The statistical dominance, the
historic amassing of trophies — no one represents that aspect of the
sport better than its most prolific scorer, Wayne Gretzky.
But the heart of the game, what it looks like not under the bright lights of
NHL arenas but in the dimmer glow of community rinks dotted throughout
the country, that calls to mind the memory of another with that surname:
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Walter Gretzky, hockey’s most beloved hockey dad, who has passed
away at the age of 82.
It’s perhaps an indication of just how pivotal a figure Wayne became in
hockey lore that his father, Walter, was eventually owed not just his own
chapter in that tale, but a tale of his own altogether. But even a brief
moment spent with Walter would answer the question of whether the
elder Gretzky’s ascent to national-treasure status was owed simply to
being the father of The Great One, or if it was something more.
Bob Coyne has three decades’ worth of fond memories alongside Walter
that suggest it’s the latter.
“Walter was always a people person — he would always reach out and
have a hand to shake and time to say hello, whether it be adults, whether
it be little kids, or just anybody,” said Coyne, a longtime friend of the
Gretzky patriarch. “He was just always there for everybody. That’s what
makes him different.”
Coyne’s first introduction to the family would alone suffice as evidence of
Walter’s character. It was the mid-’80s when Coyne, then working at
Brantford, Ontario’s W. Ross Macdonald School for the Blind, first got a
call to inform him that Walter and Wayne were hoping to connect with the
school. Wayne had met two students from W. Ross Macdonald not long
before then, and decided he wanted to lend his family’s support.
So Coyne bridged the gap between the two, and the Wayne Gretzky
Tennis Classic charity event was born. But a single gargantuan act of
kindness wasn’t enough for Walter. He became a lifelong supporter,
travelling around Ontario gathering broken hockey sticks for the school’s
shop teacher to craft into benches — and continuing to return to the
school even late into his life.
Walter and Coyne’s friendship grew through the years as well. It truly
began to sprout in 1991 when Wayne’s mother, Phyllis, reached out to
Coyne — also a widely respected hockey coach in Brantford — to help
Walter get back on the ice as he recovered from a brain aneurysm. Soon
after, Walter was not only back on the ice but joining Coyne in guiding a
precocious group of five-year-olds through power-skating lessons.
Once again, Walter wasn’t content to simply dabble — his yearning to
help, nurture and teach was too strong — and he started working
alongside Coyne on a near daily basis.

There’s one that sticks out in Coyne’s mind, though.
It was during their days together behind the bench of that triple-A team,
as Walter and Coyne led their pack of eight- and nine-year-olds into the
final days of a season.
“We were in the playoff time. It was in the Spring, and we were playing
Niagara Falls,” recalled Coyne. “It was the deciding game. Loser goes
home, winner goes to the next level. We won, so Niagara Falls were
going home — they’re pretty little kids, and they were taking it pretty
hard.”
As Coyne and Walter were heading back to their car after the game, they
spotted a young boy from the opposing club having a particularly tough
time with the loss.
“Here’s this little boy standing at the trunk of his dad’s car, they’re putting
the gear in the car, and the little kid is just crying his heart out,” said
Coyne. “Walter walked up to him and says, ‘What’s going on here? Why
are you crying?’
“‘We lost,’ he says. ‘And we didn’t wanna lose. Now there’s no more
hockey.’
“Walter looks at me and says, ‘Bob, this isn’t right — these little kids can’t
feel that bad about losing.... I’ll tell you what we’re going to do.”
The elder Gretzky took off back through the arena doors, down the hall
and into the Niagara Falls dressing room.
“Look, kids’ hockey’s gotta be fun,” Coyne remembers Walter telling the
players and parents gathered in the room. “We shouldn’t have tears
about losing. I understand what losing means, but we gotta create fun out
of this. I want everybody to come out in the parking lot, get in your cars
and follow me — we’re going to go over to my house now. We’re going to
go down in the basement. We’re going to see all of Wayne’s trophies.
We’re going to see Wayne’s hockey sweaters and other players’ hockey
sweaters. We’ll have a great time with the kids.”
The other parents didn’t know quite what to do, Coyne said. But the offer
wasn’t one to be passed up.

“The kids just hero-worshipped him,” Coyne says of Brantford’s love of
Walter. “Even though Wayne was long gone out of Brantford, everyone
knew the name, obviously — Wayne Gretzky and his dad. Wow, they
were just thrilled to have him.”

“In the end — counting kids, parents, aunts, uncles, whoever (else) came
— 72 people arrived at the Gretzkys’ house,” Coyne said. “Seventy-two
people that night went into that basement, and Walter made sure that
every kid got to try on Wayne’s hockey sweater and see his gloves and
pick up his skates and see his medals. They have Stanley Cups there,
the Cups that players get, and each kid got to get his picture taken with
them.

Soon Walter and Coyne moved from younger skaters to coaching a
triple-A novice team together, and wound up at the annual tournament
that swept up the town every Christmas.

“That’s Wally. That’s who Wally is. I can’t imagine a lot of other hockey
dads going to that kind of trouble. They would’ve just said, ‘Oh, he’ll get
over it. Get in the car, let’s go.’ That would’ve been the end of it.

“Walter was always on hand every year for years to present trophies and
medals to the winners of the Wayne Gretzky International Ice Hockey
Tournament. (But) never had he won a medal,” Coyne recalls. “Well,
here we are, we’ve got a novice triple-A team, we entered it in the
tournament — and we won it. And [there’s] Walter, having to present
medals to himself. We made a big joke of it, we had a lot of fun, but it
really bonded the two of us together.

“But not Wally.”

“It was a step up for him, the fact that he had really coached a team and
they had really won big. And it was a signal to the family that Walter was
coming back. He was getting clear of the aneurysm problems that he had
had. He was back. And we were pretty happy about that.”

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.06.2021

1205109

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Looking at Darryl Sutter's track record as an NHL head
coach

Remaining Time -5:51
Kelly Hrudey on meeting Walter Gretzky and its lasting impact
To try to catalog every story of Walter opening his heart and lending a
hand would be a misguided effort, simply because there’s no way they
could all be contained in one place. The weight of his impact has simply
been too great. Walk through any rink in Brantford, and you’re likely to
hear a story or two of his limitless kindness.

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen
March 5, 2021, 4:45 PM

We are going to find out very quickly what this Calgary Flames team is or
isn't made of.
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When Darryl Sutter was re-introduced to the Calgary media 11 years
after he was let go as GM of the team and 15 years after the last time he
served as head coach, he mentioned coming back to deal with
"unfinished business."
But as the Flames try to find consistency and an identity, it's fair to
wonder why Sutter? It's been four years since he was behind an NHL
bench and seven years since he won a playoff round. The game has
changed wildly since he last found success and the amount of coaches
left who we'd label an "old school taskmaster" are dwindling.

While Sutter is returning to the Flames in 2021 four years after last
working an NHL bench, it's not the first time he's taken a multi-year
break. After leaving the Hawks he took two years off before returning to...
SAN JOSE SHARKS: 1997-2002
Sutter was Patrick Marleau's first NHL head coach in 1997 after he was
chosen second overall. These Sharks were still relatively new, just seven
years into their existence, with a couple playoff upsets already pulled off.

Will his message get across to this group and will his style be effective in
a more offensive league -- a more wild and crazy division and situation.

But it had been two seasons since San Jose qualified for the post-season
when Sutter was hired. Here you had a young Owen Nolan and Jeff
Friesen leading the offence, but also with a mix of veterans.

"There's fundamentals that never change in terms of taking care of your
own end and shot volume, puck possession, and things like that. When I
got to LA we used the analytic part of it very effectively." Sutter said
Friday. "Tampa quietly changed their style of game by bringing in certain
types of players, having a better defence, getting star players to buy in.
They went from a contender to winning championships."

San Jose wasn't great in Year 1 under Sutter, but did see a 16-point
improvement and reached the playoffs as the eighth seed, where they
lost in Round 1 to the Dallas Stars. The Sharks saw a regular-season
points increase every year under Sutter, as some young players
developed and the likes of Teemu Selanne, Vincent Damphousse, Brad
Stuart and Evgeni Nabokov were added.

Sutter has never missed the playoffs in his first full season with a team,
but when he last joined the Flames partway through 2002-03, his .511
points percentage wasn't enough of a turnaround to reach the postseason. They did make it to the Stanley Cup Final the next season
though.

Sutter's Sharks got past the first round twice, though never reached a
conference final. His best playoff run was in his last season, when San
Jose reached the second round and lost a 1-0 decision in Game 7 to
Colorado.

Remaining Time -1:00

San Jose started slow the next season and Sutter was fired in
December.

Darryl Sutter has the blueprint for a successful playoff team

It didn't take long to find his next job...

Sutter has coached parts of 18 seasons in the NHL and while most of
those (11) came in the pre-cap era, his greatest success came on this
side of history.

CALGARY FLAMES: 2002-2006

Now, with a three-year contract, he's tasked with bringing an 11-11-2
Flames team that sits two points out of a playoff spot back to prominence
and set them up for playoff success. His way will be different than Geoff
Ward's and how the players respond is now the key to their season and
future.

The Flames had a slow start of their own and needed a new voice. Sutter
put up a better record after taking over, but Calgary still missed the postseason by a wide margin.

Will Sutter be the right hire this time? Here's a look back at each of his
previous four stops as a head coach in the NHL.
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS: 1992-1995
Sutter's first job on an NHL bench was as an associate with the Hawks
under Mike Keenan. He was with them on their run to the 1992 Stanley
Cup Final in that capacity and was promoted to the head coaching
position that same off-season when Keenan was asked to focus on GM
duties. Keenan didn't last two months into the next season until he was
dismissed, but Sutter coached in Chicago for three years.
Jeremy Roenick was the team's early-20s rising star, but it was mostly an
experienced core with Chris Chelios, Steve Larmer, Steve Smith, and
brother Brent the next-highest scorers after Roenick. Sutter didn't miss
the playoffs with these teams, but he couldn't get them back to the final
again.
In his first year with the Hawks, Sutter did squeeze regular-season
improvement. The Hawks went from an 87-point team to a 106-point
team and first place in the Norris Division. But in a Round 1 rematch with
the Blues, Chicago was swept.
In his second season at the helm, the Hawks stepped back to an 87-point
team in the newly formed Central Division and were ousted in the first
round by the Maple Leafs in six games.
The Hawks had a slightly better pace in the 48-game 1994-95 season
and finished third in the Central. This time, Sutter led them to his first
couple of series wins, a seven-gamer over the Leafs and a sweep of the
Canucks. In the conference final, they lost to an emerging modern
dynasty in the Detroit Red Wings, who then were swept in the Cup final.
After that playoff run Sutter stepped aside from coaching to be with his
family back at the Viking, Alta. farm.

Before December of 2002 was out, Sutter landed his next head coaching
gig with Calgary.

In Year 2 of Sutter, Jarome Iginla drove the offence of this gritty and
grizzled roster, with a dash of quickness in the mix. They added excellent
goaltending, too, when the Flames traded with Sutter's former team to
get Miikka Kiprusoff.
This season would also mark the last before the 2004-05 lockout and a
complete overhaul of the game. This was the last season of the Dead
Puck Era and these Flames were well-built for the playoff style of that
time. They finished sixth in the West, but got through Vancouver in
seven, top-seed Detroit in six and even beat the Sharks one season after
they fired Sutter.
The Lightning knocked off the Flames in a seven-game Stanley Cup
Final, which of course leaves a haunting memory of Martin Gelinas' "no
goal."
Flashback: No goal for Flames' Gelinas
When the Flames and Sutter returned from the 2004-05 lockout the
whole landscape was different, but Calgary still thrived and had an
exciting new rookie in Dion Phaneuf. They finished atop the Northwest
Division with 103 points, but were upset in Round 1 by Anaheim.
Sutter stepped down as head coach after that season to focus on GM
duties, a role he remained in until 2010.
LOS ANGELES KINGS: 2011-17
The situation Sutter first walked into with the Kings is in some ways
similar to the one he now faces in Calgary again.
The Kings had been rebuilding for some time before Sutter arrived in
2011 and GM Dean Lombardi was taking plenty of heat. They had been
eliminated in the first round of back-to-back playoffs and then started
2011-12 slowly. Sutter was hired 33 games into that season as
Lombardi's potential last hire -- if it went wrong, the GM could have been
next.
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But the Kings became a quick powerhouse. They didn't score much, but
defended extremely well, had solid netminding, and controlled shots
better than almost anyone. They qualified for the playoffs as the No. 8
seed, but had gone 25–13–11 after Sutter became head coach and
subsequently dominated their way to a Stanley Cup, losing just four times
in the post-season.

Yet it’s what has happened to the Leafs as a whole under Keefe that is
impressive — the transformation from a blissfully unaware defensive
group comfortably flitting around the fringes of the ice into a disciplined
unit comfortable in some of the messier areas and playing with a purpose
beyond simply seeing how neat they can make the next pass or how nifty
they can make the next move.

"Neither one was in a playoff spot and we fought like hell to make it (in
Los Angeles)," Sutter said about comparing that start with the Kings to
what's ahead in Calgary. "There's a lot of similarities to start with top
players. That team was probably more veteran at the time, but at the
same time we had to get young players in the right frame of mind and
they were star players and still are. To think about what it takes to win,
and to prepare and take care of yourself.

Under Keefe, great players such as Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner
have become better and while some of that is likely just maturity, the
buck stops with Keefe when things are going poorly, so credit must also
be accrued when they’re going well.

"When I went to LA you had 40-something games left so you had longer,"
Sutter continued. "There was more of a process. We have to try and
speed that up as much as we can."
Throughout Sutter's time in Los Angeles the Kings were Corsi darlings.
Say what you will about analytics vs. old school and where the
perception is of Sutter along those lines, but by underlying measures this
team was a statistical juggernaut before it was cool. Los Angeles made
three straight conference finals and won two Stanley Cups with Sutter,
but eventually the well ran dry.
Even in Sutter's last season with the Kings, when they missed the
playoffs for the second time in three years, they still led the league in
Corsi For percentage and were the best defensive team in the league,
but the goals didn't come. Injuries, roster attrition and maybe some
regression bit the Kings, but Sutter guided them through peak years after
taking over at a tumultuous time.
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Sportsnet.ca / The Lookahead: Maple Leafs coach Keefe emerging as
Jack Adams frontrunner

And in and around all this has been the continued development of Justin
Holl and the sifting and re-jigging that has gone into figuring out the
bottom-six forward rotation – a process that will be vital for this team in
the playoffs.
True, this has not been a one-man gig. General manager Kyle Dubas
and his staff have brought in the players and provided the raw materials,
and while it’s tough to separate responsibilities on a staff, it’s clear that
the Leafs are better in two areas — power play and faceoffs — that are
said to be assistant coach Manny Malhotra’s area.
But the head coach wears success or failure and in this so-far
overwhelmingly successful season the credit needs to be directed toward
Keefe. He’s also had to share the burden of every other coach: adjusting
logistically, tactically and emotionally to the essentially joyless reality of
team building and maintenance in a pandemic.
While this has gone on, it’s been good, clean fun watching Babcock stick
his head above the trenches after a year in hiding. You’d think a former
head coach of the Maple Leafs resurfacing as a network TV analyst –
albeit an anodyne one - would be a big deal, but beyond 15 minutes of
fawning from his media acolytes, north of the border his redemption tour
was pretty much a full-scale and blessedly short-lived flop that saw him
reduced to talking in the third person while his former players such as
Marner talked about how the Leafs bench was a happy place these days
and guys he tried to bury like Jason Spezza turned back the clock.
Keefe not only has the Leafs on a roll playing the kind of hockey that can
win in the playoffs, he’s also reminded us all how very, very little we miss
ol’ Babs.
THE LOOKAHEAD

Jeff Blair@SNJeffBlair
March 5, 2021, 11:42 AM

We’re getting close to the halfway mark of the COVID-19-altered 2021
season, and so far Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe must
be the frontrunner for the Jack Adams Award, no?
Go ahead. Make a case for someone else. I’ll wait.

• Calgary Flames at Edmonton Oilers, Saturday, 10 p.m. ET : Looking
hard for that ‘playoff intensity’ I was promised night in and night out in the
Scotia North Division. Darryl Sutter, step forward! You can catch the
game on Sportsnet.
• Real Madrid at Atletico Madrid, Saturday, 10:15 a.m. ET: The soccer
world needs somebody other than Real or Barca to win La Liga. Five
points up on both giants and with a game in hand, Diego Simeone’s Atleti
are an interesting case study in how a coach can shape-shift a team into
something different without needing a constant infusion of new players.

Joel Quenneville of the Florida Panthers? Chicago Blackhawks bench
boss Jeremy Colliton? He certainly has his team overachieving. Paul
Maurice of the Winnipeg Jets? I’d listen.

• Manchester United at Manchester City, Sunday, 11:30 a.m. ET: I’ve
already stuck a fork in United’s chances of being the only team to stop
City from winning the Premier League. Time now to flip it over and roast
the other side to a nice, caramelized finish!

But Keefe’s team is third in points percentage and he has had his hands
full, dealing with the absence of a first-line forward – that’s what Joe
Thornton is on this team – for a month with a fractured rib; the absence
of Wayne Simmonds for the last six weeks; being forced to rely on one
goaltender for the first six weeks of the season because his backup was
unavailable, then being without his No. 1 and No. 2 goalie. That’s a
season's worth of goaltending drama in a week. All that … and having
William Nylander, too.

• Tampa Bay Lightning at Chicago Blackhawks, Sunday, 2:30 p.m. ET: I
took a lot of grief this week for suggesting I was over the whole Scotia
North thing. So I’ll start doing some advanced scouting for that Leafs
playoff series against the Lightning and let the folks in Calgary,
Edmonton, Winnipeg, Vancouver, Ottawa and Montreal sort out the other
stuff among themselves. Plus … Patrick Kane! M-V-P! You can catch the
game on Sportsnet.

True, he has elite offensive talent around him. He did last season, too,
and so did his predecessor, Mike Babcock. Didn’t much matter in the
end.

• NBA All-Star Game, Sunday, 8 p.m. ET: Ever wondered what it would
be like if players absolutely detested the notion of playing in an All-Star
Game and really treated it like am unwanted intrusion? Ever wondered
what it would be like if the wholesale lack of intensity in an All-Star Game
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was multiplied by a million? We’ll find out, here. You can catch the game
on Sportsnet.
LeBron explains why he drafted Jazz players last
FAIR OR FOUL
• Fair: Wondering whether Nate Pearson’s groin strain isn’t a timely
reminder that relying on the Toronto Blue Jays' top pitching prospect to
be a mainstay in 2021 is a bit of a reach. Let’s be clear: given the
predominant philosophies surrounding pitching development, there is no
way that Pearson will get the type of innings boost this season that will
allow him to be pencilled in for five or six frames every start.
The Blue Jays have told us they will need to be creative, perhaps ‘piggybacking’ Pearson or developing some sort of system that couples shorter
stints with slightly longer stints. But the fact that Pearson appears to have
once again sustained an injury pitching in a game as opposed to a
bullpen session or drill suggests a slower approach is the more proper
approach.
That’s why so many of us were surprised when the Blue Jays seemed to
draw back in their pursuit of free agent pitching, and why it would be
surprising if this front office does not make an early in-season move to
bring in a more established arm.
Nate Pearson’s arrival is a moment to be looked forward to. Whether that
jibes with the 2021 season remains to be seen.
At the Letters
Ben Nicholson-Smith is Sportsnet’s baseball editor. Arden Zwelling is a
senior writer. Together, they bring you the most in-depth Blue Jays
podcast in the league, covering off all the latest news with opinion and
analysis, as well as interviews with other insiders and team members.
• Foul: Hammering on The Athletic’s Shams Charania for reporting that
“sources” told him that the Raptors' COVID-19 outbreak was being
blamed on poor adherence to mask protocol by some members of the
coaching staff. My goodness but Raptors Twitter has become… I don’t
know… a little too precious.
This isn’t some sort of anti-Raptors agenda on the part of U.S. media.
Indeed, the big movers and shakers south of the border not only are
overwhelmingly fawning when it comes to the Raptors, their fans and
their front office, they are – how to put this delicately? – favourably
treated by the organization. Don’t tell me the Raptors “don’t leak.” They
leak to Woj and Shams and all those guys, which is fine, just don’t come
whining when you’re the subject of leaks yourself.
The NBA and its teams are within their rights to not give us the details of
COVID-19 issues. The NFL did it, too, and that didn’t prevent reporters
from digging up stories that blamed Denver Broncos quarterbacks for
lousy mask protocol or the Baltimore Ravens' strength and conditioning
coach for improper mask wearing and social distancing leading to an
outbreak on that team. The fact that the Raptors haven’t shot down
Charania’s reporting is good enough for me. Suck it up – or at least mask
up.
• Fair: Unless he clearly requests a trade, wanting the Raptors to forget
about dealing Kyle Lowry, even if it means getting nothing in return if he
leaves as a free agent. Unless somebody is silly enough to part with a
first-round pick, I’d rather see this core group (Pascal Siakam, OG
Anunoby and Fred VanVleet) continue their post-Kawhi growth for the
rest of the season with Lowry at the point. I’d like to see how they build
on their recovery from that 2-8 start, see how far they go in the postseason, then pivot off that in the off-season.
I’m not interested in dealing Lowry for a big, because this team is going
to go as far as its small lineup takes it. The difference-making big that
carries this team to the Eastern Conference title isn’t out there. Adding a
depth wing would be just fine, and the Raptors shouldn’t need to move
Lowry to get that commodity.
Toronto Raptors on Sportsnet Now

Stream 150-plus marquee NBA matchups from around the league,
including over 35 Toronto Raptors games. Plus, get news, highlights,
analysis, select NBA Playoff matchups and the NBA Draft.
THE ENDGAME
This was the week the Mickey Callaway story washed up on the shores
of Blue Jays President and CEO Mark Shapiro and general manager
Ross Atkins, who were GM and director of player personnel, respectively,
when Callaway was beginning his ascent through the Cleveland Indians
organization and sexually harassing women in a manner that was a
“badly-kept secret,” according to The Athletic.
Callaway is under suspension from his job as Los Angeles Angels
pitching coach while Major League Baseball investigates incidents that
allegedly occurred while he was with the Indians and later as manager of
the New York Mets. Atkins has said in the past that he considered
Callaway a friend and on Thursday apologized for not knowing about the
stories that started when Callaway was with the Indians as a minorleague coach and then when he was promoted to major-league pitching
coach, as well as not ensuring the proper channels were in place to allow
for effective reporting of Callaway’s actions. Shapiro, for his part,
addressed Blue Jays staff on Wednesday.
Truth is, we’ll never know who knew what and when they knew it; the
bigger concern ought to be how two other organizations – the Mets and
Angels – failed to do the requisite due diligence in hiring Callaway.
Understand this: there will always be a chance that an organization hires
someone in the minors who slips through the vetting process, especially
at the lower level, because the younger or less well-known the person,
the greater the likelihood that there will be a lack of information. What
cannot happen is that those individuals are allowed to remain in and
progress through the organization, or get passed on to another club
where they can hurt more people.
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Rangers' Alexis Lafreniere hitting
his stride

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler
March 5, 2021, 3:57 PM

Every week throughout the 2020-21 season, we're highlighting a handful
of rookie performances and milestones from around the league.
Dollar Dollar Bill Kirill
With 17 points in 20 games, Minnesota Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov is
leading all league rookies in assists, points and... nicknames.
Wild defenceman Matt Dumba gave his teammate the moniker "Dollar
Dollar Bill Kirill," and last Friday night the whole team greeted their firstyear forward wearing specially-designed T-shirts with Kaprizov's
nickname and face.
The tees are made by Minnesota-based Sotastick.com, which teams up
with local artists for their designs.
Minnesota has truly hit the jackpot with Kaprizov, KHL scoring champ
turned Calder Trophy front-runner, who's been making highlight reelworthy plays on a nightly basis since his arrival thanks to superb skating
and dynamic playmaking.
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"It was unexpected," Kaprizov told reporters earlier this week (through a
translator) when asked about the custom T-shirts. "You know, I heard
some of the guys were talking about potentially making a shirt, and I
walked into the locker room and everyone was wearing them. Of course,
it makes you feel good and a little shy even, but I liked it. It's very cool."
The Chicago Blackhawks' youth surge is in full effect. The club has seen
eight rookies hit the ice this season, which is the most of any team, and
have a combined 132 rookie games played amongst the group.
For comparison: the New Jersey Devils, Los Angeles Kings have each
seen seven rookies hit the ice so far this year.
Currently sitting fourth in the Central Division standings, Chicago's
rookies' success – particularly that of goaltender Kevin Lankinen and
forwards Philipp Kurashev and Pius Suter – continues to be one of the
biggest surprises of this shortened 2020-21 season as Chicago appears
to have hit the fast-forward button on this rebuild.
Currently in a goal-scoring race with Kings forward Gabe Vilardi and
Minnesota's Kaprizov, who each have six goals to their names, Suter
leads all rookies in goals (seven) and is currently sitting fourth in rookie
points behind Kaprizov and Senators forwards Josh Norris (15) and Tim
Stützle (14).
Lankinen's 9-3-4 record and .924 save percentage has him ranked ninth
among all league goalies and second among rookie netminders behind
Washington Capitals hero Vitek Vanecek (10-4-3, .910).
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
Lafreniere's hitting his stride
Alexis Lafreniere hasn't had the easiest start to his NHL career – how
can you, when you've endured the longest draft year, the shortest
training camp and the strangest playing conditions, including taking your
first pro hockey strides in an empty arena?
Despite solid play and plenty of promise shown throughout his first six
weeks as an NHLer, the points just weren't coming. His first career point
came in game No. 7 – a gorgeous goal in Buffalo – and he had to wait
nine more games until his next, which came in Washington.
Turns out, all he needed was a little bit of... normalcy. The Rangers
officially opened up Madison Square Garden to fans on Feb. 26, allowing
10 per cent capacity, and wouldn't you know it, Lafreniere been on a
point streak ever since.
The Rangers' first game at home in front of fans brought Lafreniere's very
first point on home ice. His first home goal came a few nights later
against the Sabres. Lafreniere registered a point in the past four
consecutive games, tallying two goals and five points in that time.
Lafreniere shows off quick hands in front to double Rangers lead
He's clearly looking a lot more comfortable out there.
"You knew the offence was there," Kreider said of Lafrenière Wednesday
following the rookie's first multi-point game. "He's just a very even-keeled
player. All he cares about is winning. At the end of the day, I mean, that’s
infectious for our group to see that in the young guy and see that in the
first-overall pick. He’s feeling it right now and you can see just how much
skill he has."
New Jersey Devils coach Lindy Ruff described his game now versus
previous meetings, noting a definite difference.
Islanders taking patient approach with Sorokin
He's seventh in starts among all rookie goalies, but Ilya Sorokin is
currently leading the first-year field in shutouts this season.
Even with all the excitement around Sorokin joining the Islanders after
several years developing in Russia, the Islanders have been patient in
their approach. Veteran Semyon Varlamov has taken the bulk of the
starts (17), and head coach Barry Trotz hasn't put Sorokin in net in two

consecutive games yet this season. With the way he's playing of late,
that could soon change.
"I think what we’re finding with Ilya — and I think you’re going to see a lot
more of him — is that it’s allowed him to continue to adjust," Trotz told
reporters. "He works on a piece of his game from last game. I think as
you get into the real bulk of it, he’s going to take on a bigger piece of the
load for Varly here. He’s had plenty of time now to adjust."
After losing his first three starts, Sorokin registered his first career NHL
win with a shutout on Feb. 16. Then, in his next game on Feb. 28, he did
it again. It's not just the way he's played, but the way his team has played
in front of him: both shutout victories saw him face just 20 shots, and his
third consecutive win (March 4) saw him face just 18 (with two pucks
getting past him). Typical Islanders.
Sorokin is just the second rookie goalie in Islanders history to record a
shutout in two straight games, and his shutout streak also put him in the
franchise's history books.
Senators' Stützle named rookie of the month
The first of many honours for the Ottawa Senators' third-overall draft pick
of 2020, Tim Stützle was named rookie of the month for February.
The power forward had two goals and four points in two games to open
February, and though his scoring slowed in the first half of the month he
finished strong with six points in seven games, including a three-game
assist streak.
His friendship with teammate (and roommate) Brady Tkachuk has been
well-documented as the Senators' core of young players continue to build
chemistry.
Brady's big brother Matthew, on the other hand? That bond might take a
little more time.
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Sportsnet.ca / Why a Mattias Ekholm trade would make sense for Jets

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld
March 5, 2021, 9:51 AM

WINNIPEG - The complexities and challenges are numerous, yet the
potential reward makes it impossible to ignore.
When it comes to the NHL trade deadline during this compressed,
pandemic season, uncertainty remains the order of the day.
How many teams will be buying, how many will be selling and how many
of those clubs will be authorized to take on salary at a time when the
losses far outweigh the revenues?
With the midway point of the season quickly approaching, many teams
are beginning to get a better glimpse of what category they best fit in:
contender or pretender.
There are no towels being thrown in, yet some separation is occurring.
With that in mind, even if the early indications are that it might be a
buyer’s market, all it takes is a couple of teams to express interest for
that pivotal player for that to change leading up to April 12.
CHOOSE PLAN
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Following a 4-3 overtime win over the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday
night, the Winnipeg Jets find themselves sitting in second place in the
North Division with a record of 15-7-1.
Currently, in a stretch with seven consecutive games between the
Canadiens and the first-place Toronto Maple Leafs, the Jets are in the
midst of finding out if they’re going to be staying in the contender
category or moving closer to the middle of the pack.
Will this run of 17 games in 31 days provide a clear enough picture for
Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff to determine if he wants to
push all of his chips into the middle of the table?
Or will Cheveldayoff tip his hand earlier and choose to make a preemptive strike, paving the way for any acquired player to participate in a
longer run of games during the stretch run and providing more time to get
acclimated in his new surroundings?
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
The Jets have already been involved in the highest-profile deal of this
season and it’s unlikely that the next trade would approach the
magnitude of the one that sent Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic to the
Columbus Blue Jackets for Pierre-Luc Dubois.
Speaking of Dubois, he scored his second overtime winner in 12 days on
Thursday night, helping the Jets improve to 5-0 during the three-on-three
session.
He’s up to four goals and six points in eight games with the Jets - and he
seems to be finding his way after emerging from a 14-day quarantine and
a four-game absence because of a lower-body injury that came after
suiting up in just two games with his new team.
Barring a loosening of government restrictions, it’s reasonable to expect
that the two weeks of quarantine time could still be in place in the days
and weeks leading up to the NHL trade deadline.
Even with that in mind, it wouldn’t be a surprise for Cheveldayoff to take
another shot at landing another high-end trade target.
While he doesn’t carry the same star value of Dubois or Laine, one of the
guys who could generate the most interest this year is Nashville
Predators defenceman Mattias Ekholm.
The laundry list of things Ekholm could bring to the table should the
Predators embrace a rebuild is a lengthy one.
Ekholm is a big (6-foot-4, 215 pounds), mobile blue-liner.
He’s a solid puck-mover with a heavy shot.
He plays a physical game, brings some bite and among his strengths are
clearing the front of the net and contributing to the penalty kill.
He has 65 games of playoff experience and has been involved in Game
7s and made it to the Stanley Cup final in 2017.
At 30 years of age, he’s got plenty of tread left on his tires.
Perhaps most importantly, Ekholm wouldn’t just be a rental, since he’s
locked up through the end of the 2021-22 season at the reasonable cap
hit of $3.75 million — which represents a value proposition, especially for
a team that’s going to need to provide a healthy raise to Neal Pionk
during the off-season.
For a team looking to get back to full contender status after a run to the
Western Conference final in 2018 and two early exits since, Ekholm is
quite simply a perfect fit.
Much like Paul Stastny, Ekholm is a no-maintenance player and a quiet
leader. The type of individual you can count on when the stakes are high.

First and foremost: he’s a guy with considerable value and someone who
has the ability to help push a team over the top.
Unless something changes, Ekholm is at risk of not being protected by
the Predators in the Seattle Kraken expansion draft — unless Nashville
opts for an eight-skater approach as opposed to seven forwards and
three defencemen (Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis and Dante Fabbro).
The Dubois deal showed the Jets were serious, not only for this season,
but with the intention of trying to extend their window to win.
The Predators are another not-so-subtle reminder that the window
doesn’t always stay open as long as the management team or the
players expect it to.
So with goalie Connor Hellebuyck, captain Blake Wheeler and first-line
centre Mark Scheifele all with contracts that expire after the 2023-24
campaign — the Jets organization is in win-now mode.
Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what
they think about it.
Acquiring a player like Ekholm makes so much sense, but it won’t be as
easy as Cheveldayoff calling up Predators GM David Poile and ironing
out the terms.
Poile will most certainly be looking to maximize the return for Ekholm.
Much like the Jets had to do in finalizing the move for Dubois, they'll likely
have to pay a premium to win the bid for Ekholm’s services.
With teams like the Philadelphia Flyers and Boston Bruins among
multiple clubs that figure to have interest in Ekholm, what’s it going to
take to be the last team standing in this race?
That’s where the picture gets a tad cloudy, though it’s been mentioned in
hockey circles that the return figures to be similar to what the Los
Angeles Kings received from the Toronto Maple Leafs for Jake Muzzin (a
first-rounder, plus forward prospect Carl Grundstrom and the rights to
defenceman Sean Durzi) or the Vegas Golden Knights for Alec Martinez
(two second-round picks).
With a flat salary cap for next season, some teams will be reluctant to
include a first-round pick and another piece, but that’s what it’s likely
going to take.
Previous deals the Jets made at the NHL trade deadline for Stastny (firstround pick, plus forward prospect Erik Foley) and Kevin Hayes (firstround pick, plus forward Brendan Lemieux) to bolster the centre position
have shown a willingness from Cheveldayoff to offer significant assets for
players.
The Predators would probably also be looking for another futures
element before considering a deal, preferably a player that wouldn’t need
to be protected in the aforementioned expansion draft.
Top defence prospect Ville Heinola is a non-starter, as close to an
untouchable as the Jets have in the minors.
Fellow blue-liner Dylan Samberg isn’t far behind, since he projects to
grow into the type of player Ekholm already is - a shutdown guy that can
contribute to driving play while playing top-four minutes. For the record,
Samberg’s offensive ceiling isn’t as high as Ekholm’s but that doesn’t
diminish his value.
Cole Perfetti, the 2020 first-rounder, isn’t going anywhere either as the
top centre prospect in the organization, but that’s where things could get
interesting.

Remaining Time -1:47

Predators goalie Pekka Rinne is expected to retire at the end of this
season, so it’s natural Manitoba Moose netminder Mikhail Berdin could
be of interest.

Stastny adding so much leadership and hockey IQ to Jets' top line

What about 2017 first-rounder Kristian Vesalainen?

So why would the Predators be looking to move him?
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Vesalainen has taken significant strides this season in terms of his
development and his assignment to the AHL on Thursday was for the
sole purpose of getting the left-winger major minutes and keeping him
ready for the next time his number is called.
Vesalainen remains part of the Jets’ future plans, but the fact he doesn’t
have to be protected from Seattle would be viewed as a major bonus by
the Predators as well.
The point is it’s probably going to take a legitimate prospect to top up the
offer.
The Jets will have their own expansion draft issues to sort out this
summer and bringing in Ekholm could lead to several difficult choices.
But at a time when many other teams might be hesitant to roll the dice on
a deal of this magnitude, Cheveldayoff must fully explore the temptation
to sacrifice a bit of the future for the opportunity to deliver the type of
player that could immediately change the dynamic of the defence corps.
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Enter – or, more accurately, re-enter – Sutter, whose reputation is far
more the former than it is the latter.
In his opening press conference on Friday, Sutter used the term
“unfinished business” to describe his return to Calgary. He led the
Flames to Game 7 of the 2004 Stanley Cup Final – the franchise’s only
extended playoff run in 20-plus years – the memories and heartache of
which are still apparently fresh.
“It’s still really clear in my mind losing the Stanley Cup Final with the
team and thinking about it on the flight home from Tampa,” the 62-yearold Sutter said on Friday.
The Viking, Alta., native coached the Flames from 2002 to 2006 and also
served as the club’s general manager from 2003 to 2010.
“The biggest strengths I see in Darryl is his ability to be very clear, the
clarity he provides players in terms of their roles, the expectations, and
the standards of the organization,” said Treliving who has inked highprofile free agents such as Chris Tanev and James Neal over the years,
and pulled off blockbuster trades that have brought in the likes of Elias
Lindholm and Travis Hamonic in a bid to reboot his team. After years of
perpetual questions about netminding, the club signed the best one on
the market in Jacob Markstrom last fall but the former Vancouver Canuck
has missed several games lately with a lower-body injury.
‘If you look back at his track record, he maximizes player performance.”

Fed up with coaching carousel, Flames turn to familiarity in Sutter

By Salim Valji

On April 25, 2015, Sean Monahan and Johnny Gaudreau jumped into
each other’s arms at the Saddledome as their underdog Calgary Flames
rallied from a three-goal deficit to stun the Vancouver Canucks 7-4,
winning the Western Conference Quarterfinal series in six games.
The two, who were 20 and 21 years old, respectively, had just combined
for six points in Game 6. A teenage Sam Bennett, chosen fourth overall
at the NHL Draft 10 months prior, logged more than 13 minutes of ice
time that warm April night. Mikael Backlund, then 26, played 17 minutes.
The team captain, Mark Giordano, had been enjoying a Norris-calibre
season before a torn bicep ended his season in February.
Three days after that celebration, Calgary general manager Brad
Treliving toasted his one-year anniversary on the job presiding over one
of the league’s most exciting young teams. While the Flames would go
on to lose the next round to the Anaheim Ducks, coach Bob Hartley
would merit the Jack Adams Award that summer as the NHL’s coach of
the year.
“Being around the group, I don’t know if you’re amazed, but you continue
to be proud of what they do,” Treliving told the Calgary Herald at the
time.
Little did Treliving know how fleeting that scene at the Saddledome would
be.
As Monahan, Gaudreau, Backlund, Bennett and Giordano get set to play
for Darryl Sutter, their fifth head coach in six seasons, that moment of
euphoria following their first-round playoff series victory serves as the
summit of their collective accomplishments. The Saddledome has been
eerily quiet in the years since, with the faint sound of unfulfilled potential
lingering in its concourse as the team has failed to have any sort of
playoff success.
Perhaps nothing symbolizes the collective underachievement of the
Flames more than the number of coaches that have gone through the
Stampede City in the last six years. There have been stern taskmasters
in Hartley and Bill Peters, and friendlier voices that valued two-way
communication in Geoff Ward – who was fired late Thursday – and Glen
Gulutzan.

With Sutter signed to a three-year contract, there will be coaching
stability with the Flames for the first time in years. The onus now shifts
directly to the players to salvage a season that began with heightened
expectations and has so steadily veered off course.
“Churning coaches is not something that leads to success, but the
message is that the coach they’ve got now isn’t going anywhere,”
Treliving said.
“I’ve seen a lot of coaches here,” Backlund said. “It’s always
disappointing every time a coach gets let go.”
Sutter’s first practice will likely be Tuesday and his return to the bench is
set for Thursday when the Flames host the Montreal Canadiens.
Assistant coach Ryan Huska will manage the bench against the Oilers
Saturday night in Edmonton and versus the Ottawa Senators on Sunday
in Calgary.
As for Sutter, he will be tasked with fixing a group that has talked about
the need to compete more, increase their emotional engagement, and
play for one another.
Veteran Flames forward Milan Lucic has touched on those themes this
season and played a season under Sutter in Los Angeles.
While much of the perception surrounding Sutter – who was behind the
L.A. bench from 2011 to 2017 – is that he’s old-school, in-your-face, and
distant from players, Lucic saw a different version of the man with the
Kings.
“That’s one thing about Darryl he might not get a lot of credit for,” Lucic
said. “He’s a big family person. He cares a lot about players and their
families.”
In the spring of 2015, Lucic experienced the passing of his father,
followed by the birth of his second child, and then his trade from Boston
to Los Angeles.
“That’s three big things that happened to me in a short amount of time,”
he said. “The way Darryl brought me in and made me feel good about
myself was a real big part of my success in L.A.”
With Sutter, who won Stanley Cups with the Kings in 2012 and 2014,
also comes an increase in accountability.
“He wants you to compete hard and work hard and when he gets the
best out of his players and the most out of his players, that’s when you
get the results,” Lucic said. “Ultimately, we’re in the business of winning
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and the daily grind is hard with Darryl because he expects a lot out of you
on a day-to-day basis but when you get the results and you’re winning,
it’s worth it.”

The Bruins and Capitals were facing each other for the second
consecutive game, and the first one was also very physical. Capitals star
Alex Ovechkin was fined $5,000 for spearing Frederic in that contest.

Despite the optimism that tends to follow coaching changes, the
expectations in Calgary to replicate those feats of spring 2015 remain
present.
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Surely, as he celebrated that playoff success with his teammates six
years ago, Backlund could not have imagined just how tough it would be
to get there again.
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“I’m not proud saying I’ve been here for so long and have had so many
coaches,” he said, “because that means we haven’t been successful
enough.”

USA TODAY / Pittsburgh Penguins discipline staffer for altering fan photo
to show proper mask use
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USA TODAY / Capitals' Tom Wilson sends Bruins' Brandon Carlo to
hospital with crushing hit into boards

Mike Brehm
USA TODAY

Fans are slowly being allowed back into NHL arenas in limited numbers
as COVID-19 restrictions start to ease in states.
And teams and players are making sure to say what a difference having
fans in the stands has meant for them.
The Pittsburgh Penguins, who welcomed back fans on Tuesday, tweeted
out a photo Wednesday of mask-wearing, socially distanced fans at PPG
Paints Arena during the 5-2 win against the Philadelphia Flyers.
"We just had to say this again... Thanks for the continued support,
Penguins fans. We can't wait to see you tomorrow night," the tweet said.

Boston Bruins defenseman Brandon Carlo was taken to the hospital
Friday night after a hard hit into the boards by Washington Capitals
forward Tom Wilson.
The hit occurred with less than two minutes left in the first period as Carlo
and Washington's Jakub Vrana went for the puck behind the Bruins net.
Carlo immediately grabbed his head after the check from Wilson and
stayed down. He appeared dazed as he was helped off the ice to the
dressing room.

Taylor Haase of DK Pittsburgh Sports, who had been tweeting photos of
improper mask use during the night among some of the 2,800 fans in the
building, noticed and shared that the photo had been altered.
The team addressed the issue in a statement to the New York Post.
“Our social media team should never send out altered photos to our fan
base,” the Penguins said. “This is a violation of our social media and
safety policy, and this staffer has been disciplined.”

No penalty was called on the play or during the ensuing scrum.
“Brando had his head down in the corner and (Wilson) took a liberty on a
guy that was in a vulnerable spot," Bruins forward Brad Marchand told
NESN after Boston's 5-1 win. "So that’s a (expletive) cheap shot there
and we lost a great player."
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said Carlo was taken by ambulance to the
hospital.
“It clearly looked to me that he got him right in the head, a defenseless
player, a predatory hit from a player (Wilson) that’s done that before,”
Cassidy said.
Capitals coach Peter Laviolette disagreed with the Bruins' assessment.
"I saw the hit," he said. "His feet were on the ice, he stayed down with
everything. It just looked like a hard hit in the corner. Not exactly sure
what happened, but to me, it looked like just a hit."
Wilson has a history of suspensions, including one for 20 games for an
illegal hit to the head of Oskar Sundqvist during the 2018-19 preseason.
That was his fourth suspension in 105 games. The suspension was
reduced to 14 games on appeal, and Wilson changed his style of
checking afterward.
Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron talked to Wilson on the bench at the
beginning of the second period.
A little more than six minutes into the second period, Boston's Jarred
Tinordi fought Wilson. Then early in the third period, Boston's Trent
Frederic started a fight with Wilson off a faceoff, receiving an instigator
penalty.

USA TODAY LOADED: 03.06.2021

