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Necas' Speed and Skill on Display in Big Week 

Necas named NHL's Third Star of the Week 

By Michael Smith 

Martin Necas had himself a week. 

In four wins for the Carolina Hurricanes, Necas recorded two 
goals, including a game-winner in overtime, and five assists 
for a total of seven points, earning him national honors as the 
NHL's Third Star of the Week. 

That has us feeling like Necas after he scored late in the 
second period against Detroit to tie the game at two (more 
on that later). 

"It's nice to see, but I don't really think about that. It's just one 
week," Necas said on Monday afternoon. "I've got to be good 
week to week and keep playing like that next week as well." 

It was a good week, though! So, let's take a trip back through 
the last four games and see how Necas shined for the 
Canes. 

3-2 W (OT) at Florida on March 1: 1g, 2a 

Necas' week began with a season-high three points (1g, 2a), 
including the game-winning goal in overtime, in a 3-2 final in 
Florida, this a game after scoring the deciding goal in the fifth 
round of the shootout against the same team. 

His night began with two very similar secondary assists from 
along the right half-wall. The first was a power-play assist, as 
he helped swing the puck around the top of the Canes' 
formation and over to Brett Pesce for the first goal of the 
game. 

Fast forward to late in regulation. With the Canes trailing by a 
goal, Alex Nedeljkovic scampered off the ice, and Necas 
hopped on for his first shift in eight minutes. The Canes 
established a similar formation in the offensive zone, and 
Necas positioned himself along the near half-wall again. This 
time, instead of working the puck across the top, he dished it 
down low to Nino Niederreiter, who one-touched a centering 
feed into the slot for Vincent Trocheck's game-tying tally. 

Necas wasn't finished and ended the game on his next shift. 
Andrei Svechnikov executed a change as Dougie Hamilton 
regrouped with the puck. Necas hopped on the ice and 
circled back with Sebastian Aho into the defensive zone. 
Necas then started the puck up ice with speed. He gained 
the zone, cut to the center of the ice and laid the puck off for 
Aho. Aho carried it and threaded a pass through two 
defenders, right to Necas' tape for the tap-in winner. 

Maybe the only thing better than that goal? The NHL 94-
inspired celebration that followed. 

4-2 W at Nashville on March 2: 1a 

The next night in Nashville, Necas returned the favor to Aho 
to open the scoring in the first period. 

Skating 4-on-4, Necas used his speed to pressure Roman 
Josi and force the Norris Trophy-winning defenseman to turn 
the puck over on a backhand clearing attempt. Necas 
gathered the loose puck, spun and fired a pass into the slot, 
where Aho was streaking in for the pretty one-time finish. 

5-2 W vs. Detroit on March 4: 1g, 1a 

Necas recorded his second multi-point effort in three games 
with a goal and an assist in the Canes' 5-2 win over the 
Detroit Red Wings, a victory enjoyed by nearly 3,000 fans at 
PNC Arena. 

Necas' goal was a critical and timely one, a late second 
period marker that would spring three more unanswered in 
the third period, propelling the Canes to their fourth straight 
win. The goal was also a perfect illustration of his skill, as he 
lasered a wrist shot through traffic, tucking it into the top 
corner of the net. 

His assist? Well, sharing is caring, and they all count the 
same. 

4-2 W vs. Florida on March 7: 1a 

When Necas gets a head of steam coming up the ice, watch 
out. Against Florida on Sunday evening, he used his speed 
to carry the puck through the neutral zone and then attract a 
swath of defenders - really, four skaters began to converge 
on him before he casually got rid of the puck in transition. 
This opened up a prime shooting lane for Niederreiter, and 
he didn't miss. 

What Have We Learned? 

Martin Necas, the Canes' 12th overall draft pick from 2017, is 
only beginning to scratch the surface for what he can 
accomplish in the National Hockey League. He's won at 
every level, including helping the Charlotte Checkers capture 
the Calder Cup in 2019, and as his confidence grows in the 
NHL, so too does a spotlight shine brighter on his elite 
shooting and playmaking abilities. 

"This is kind of the player you thought he was going to 
become," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That other 
part you can't teach - that speed and skill, that stuff is coming 
to the forefront more and more, and that's what makes him 
special."
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Preview: Predators vs. Hurricanes 

Canes are 8-1-1 at PNC Arena this season 

By Michael Smith 

Winners of five games in a row, the Carolina Hurricanes 
begin a two-game set against the Nashville Predators. 

The Match-Up 

Nashville Predators (11-14-0, 22 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (17-6-1, 35 points) 

Tuesday, March 9, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Numbers to Know 

3: Martin Necas was named the NHL's Third Star of the 
Week on Monday after posting seven points (2g, 5a) in four 
games. 

35: The Canes have amassed their best record (17-6-1) and 
most points (35) through 24 games in franchise history. 

9: The Canes have won nine of their last 10 games against 
the Predators and are 13-3-1 in the last 17 games between 
the last two teams. 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 2-3-0, 6 points 
On the road: 4-7-0, 8 points 
CAR vs. NSH: 2-0-0 
Leading scorer: Filip Forsberg, 26 points (10g, 16a) in 25 
games 

Since these two teams met in Nashville a week ago, the 
Predators lost consecutive games at home to the Florida 
Panthers before hitting the road and claiming a 4-3 shootout 
win over the Dallas Stars. That wasn't without its drama, 
though. The Stars scored three goals in 6:33 late in 
regulation to erase a 3-0 deficit, but Pekka Rinne, Filip 
Forsberg and Roman Josi helped the Preds recover in the 
shootout. 

The Last Meeting 

The Canes capped a five-game road trip a week ago with a 
4-2 win in Nashville. In the first 40 minutes, the Canes built 
up a 3-0 lead, highlighted by Steven Lorentz's first career 
goal in the NHL. The Predators scored twice in a 2:17 span 
in the third period to make it interesting, but James Reimer, 
who finished with 15 saves in the third period along and 36 
total, and the Canes held on for the victory. 

"I'm happy. We won. We dominated for two periods. The 
other team gets paid a lot of money, and they're going to 
come out and play hard in the third period. I'll take this all 
day long," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "There's 
absolutely zero to be negative about." 

 

Nashville visits Carolina following shootout win 

Nashville Predators (11-14-0, sixth in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (17-6-1, second in the Central 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Nashville visits the Carolina Hurricanes after 
the Predators defeated Dallas 4-3 in a shootout. 

The Hurricanes have gone 17-6-1 against division 
opponents. Carolina is the top team in the Nhl with 6.1 
assists per game, led by Martin Necas averaging 0.7. 

The Predators are 11-14-0 against the rest of their division. 
Nashville averages 9.6 penalty minutes per game, the 
eighth-most in the Nhl. Mark Borowiecki leads the team 
serving 36 total minutes. 

In their last meeting on March 2, Carolina won 4-2. 
Sebastian Aho scored two goals for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Vincent Trocheck leads the 
Hurricanes with 22 points, scoring 13 goals and collecting 
nine assists. Necas has three goals and eight assists over 
the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Filip Forsberg has 26 total points while scoring 10 goals and 
totaling 16 assists for the Predators. Roman Josi has 8 
points over the last 10 games for Nashville. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 
5.7 assists, 3.8 penalties and 7.6 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.1 goals per game with a .931 save percentage. 

Predators: 5-5-0, averaging 2.4 goals, 3.9 assists, 3.2 
penalties and 8.1 penalty minutes while allowing 2.7 goals 
per game with a .908 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: day to day 
(undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: day to day (upper body), Petr 
Mrazek: out (thumb). 

Predators: None listed.

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2021 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Fleury, Stone drive Golden Knights to top 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the Golden 
Knights climb to the top spot thanks to a six-game winning 
streak that has been driven by the two-way dominance of 
Mark Stone and the spectacular goaltending of Marc-Andre 
Fleury. 

The Golden Knights look like a Stanley Cup contender for 
the fourth year in a row and might have their best team yet. 

Just behind them are the defending Stanley Cup champion 
Lightning, Maple Leafs, Hurricanes, and surprising Panthers 
to round out the top-five. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Vegas Golden Knights. Mark Stone is playing at an MVP 
level and Marc-Andre Fleury is playing at a Vezina level. 
Actually, Fleury might be playing at an MVP level at this 
moment as well. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning. It is scary how good this team is at 
all levels. Even when you take an MVP and scoring 
champion away from their roster they still dominate 
everybody. No weakness here. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs. Little slip up against Vancouver this 
week, but that will happen over the course of a season. The 
North Division still belongs to them. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes. The Vincent Trocheck trade is one I 
think a lot of people forgot about a year ago, but he is at a 
point-per-game pace and already has 13 goals in 22 games 
this season. 

5. Florida Panthers. Sergei Bobrovsky is starting to play 
better. That is good news. Also good news is the fact their 
stars (Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau) are 
dominating. 

6. New York Islanders. They feasted on Buffalo and New 
Jersey this week, which is exactly what a good team is 
supposed to do. The second half schedule gets a little 
tougher. 

7. Washington Capitals. They need to get Tom Wilson 
straightened out because he is too good of a player to lose 
for significant portions of the season because he can not 
control himself. 

8. Boston Bruins. Charlie McAvoy has to be in the Norris 
discussion at this point. Still need to see a little more scoring 
depth at forward from this team. 

9. Colorado Avalanche. Their biggest issue right now is 
injuries, and they are starting to mount. Mikko Rantanen and 
Samuel Girard are stepping up in a big way, though. 

10. St. Louis Blues. Speaking of good teams dealing with 
injuries, say hello to the Blues. Getting Vladimir Tarasenko 
back is a good start. 

11. Winnipeg Jets. Mark Scheifele is very quietly having a 
monster season for a Jets team that is very quietly having a 
strong season. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins. Evgeni Malkin is starting to heat up, 
and he seems to be developing some chemistry with Kasperi 
Kapanen. Their second half schedule is the softest of the 
teams competing for a playoff spot in the East. 

13. Minnesota Wild. They should be able to secure that 
fourth playoff spot in the West, and it will be fun to see Kirill 
Kaprizov on the playoff stage. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers. Still the most confusing team in the 
league. The results are fine, the process behind them is 
shaky. Carter Hart has regressed and they need that to 
change. 

15. Chicago Blackhawks. Not a great defensive team and the 
forward depth is a concern, but the Patrick Kane-Alex 
DeBrincat duo and Kevin Lankinen are keeping them in it. 

16. Edmonton Oilers. The three games against Toronto 
seemed like a good measuring stick for where they are. They 
are not close. 

17. New York Rangers. Alexis Lafreniere is starting to 
produce a little more and become more noticeable. Not every 
top pick is going to be an immediate superstar. It takes time. 

18. Montreal Canadiens. Tyler Toffoli is quietly gaining 
ground in the goal scoring race. 

19. Arizona Coyotes. Conor Garland keeps getting better 
every year he is in the league and is becoming their top 
offensive playmaker. 

20. Los Angeles Kings. They are hanging in the race, but 
they see a lot of St. Louis, Colorado, and Vegas over the 
next month. Big challenge ahead for them. 

21. Calgary Flames. Darryl Sutter is back and he has a mess 
to clean up. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets. John Tortorella gets the vote of 
confidence from the GM, but this seems like an uphill battle 
here for making the playoffs. They only have two head-to-
head games remaining with Chicago — the team they are 
chasing — and a lot of games against Carolina and Tampa. 
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23. Nashville Predators. The question is not whether or not 
they sell at the trade deadline, but how much they sell and 
how much of a change they are looking to make. 

24. Dallas Stars. Injuries are taking their toll on this team 
right now. Since starting the year 5-1-1 the Stars are 2-7-4 in 
the games since. 

25. Vancouver Canucks. They stunned Toronto in back-to-
back games this week, but it is probably not enough to make 
a difference. They are still four points out of a playoff spot 
and have played five more games than the team they are 
chasing. That is going to be nearly impossible to make up. 

26. Ottawa Senators. There is a lot of young talent here, they 
play hard, they are fun to watch, and every once in a while 
they just show up and embarrass an unsuspecting opponent 
that was probably hoping for an easy game. 

27. San Jose Sharks. There is not much to like here in the 
short-term or long-term. 

28. New Jersey Devils. Jack Hughes is coming along nicely, 
but he needs some help around him. 

29. Anaheim Ducks. Just not enough talent offensively to 
even pose a threat to opposing defenses or goalies. 

30. Detroit Red Wings. At the start of the season a 
reasonable expectation would have been seeing the young 
players improve and the short-term veteran acquisitions play 
well enough to boost their trade value. Not sure either is 
happening. 

31. Buffalo Sabres. Their fans deserve better than this.

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Golden Knights keep pushing for top spot, Panthers, Hurricanes 
continue to surge 

No team has been able to knock off the Lightning at No. 1, 
but Vegas is closing in 

By Pete Blackburn  

Another week of hockey is in the books and, wouldn't you 
know it, the Tampa Bay Lightning still reign supreme atop 
our Power Rankings. The defending Stanley Cup champs 
have been in that No. 1 spot all season long and they'll 
remain there until they provide a reason to believe they're 
not the best club in the NHL.  

We're almost to the halfway point of this shortened season 
and the Bolts are tops in the league in goals per game AND 
goals allowed per game. They're also top-five in both power 
play and penalty kill efficiency, have the league's second-
best points percentage and the best goal differential. Simply 
put, they're a juggernaut once again.  

A few teams have taken turns threatening Tampa for that top 
spot in the rankings over the past few months, but none have 
actually managed to complete the task. This week, the 
Vegas Golden Knights are back in the No. 2 spot and 
pushing for the throne. The Knights have won six in a row 
and eight of their last 10, and they're hanging right alongside 
Tampa Bay in the major offensive and defensive statistical 
categories.  

They may not be at the top right now, but there's plenty of 
reason to believe they could be the first club to knock Tampa 
Bay down a peg this season.  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Lightning  

They dropped a shootout loss to 
the Blackhawks over the 
weekend to snap a win streak 
but they've still won seven of 

--  
17-
4-2  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

their last eight. That's enough to 
keep them in the top spot, where 
they've remained all season.  

2  
Golden 
Knights  

As of Sunday, the Golden 
Knights have the best points 
percentage (.786) in the league 
standings. Speaking of 
which...can we start normalizing 
the use of points percentage in 
standings, especially during a 
wacky, pandemic-shortened 
season?  

2  
16-
5-1  

3  
Maple 
Leafs  

Two straight losses against the 
Canucks? Not ideal. That being 
said, they were the better team 
for most of the second game 
and there's no real reason to 
panic...yet.  

1  
18-
6-2  

4  Hurricanes  

The Canes continue to find 
success and have now won five 
in a row. They've looked great 
throughout this year but I do 
wonder if they'd be this high if it 
weren't for a VERY top-heavy 
division. Still, you have to give 
them credit for winning games 
they should win.  

1  
17-
6-1  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

5  Panthers  

Here they are...the Florida 
Panthers...in the top five. Did I 
think it would happen this 
season? No. Do I buy them as 
legitimate contenders? Not sure 
yet! But what's undeniable is that 
the success they've had this 
season, albeit in that same top-
heavy division I mentioned 
above.  

1  
15-
5-4  

6  Bruins  

Their offensive attack is 
infuriatingly hot-and-cold, but 
that's the life you live when you 
rely so heavily on the top line. 
But Boston is nearing the point 
where they may need to make 
decisions on which frustrating 
forwards they're willing to ship 
out of town as part of their quest 
for upgrades.  

3  
13-
6-3  

7  Islanders  

They've won five in a row, have 
points in eight of their last 10 
and Mat Barzal scored a goal so 
awesome that I mass-texted it to 
every contact in my phone. 
Things are going pretty well on 
the Island right now.  

3  
15-
6-4  

8  Avalanche  

They're still one of the most 
talented and fearsome teams in 
the league but injuries continue 
to take a toll and right now it 
seems like they're just trying to 
keep their head above water.  

1  
13-
8-2  

9  Jets  

They won six of seven before 
getting absolutely smoked by the 
Canadiens over the weekend. 
I'm still not really buying them as 
a team that's worth being scared 
of (especially with their 
defensive lapses) but as long as 
the bottom doesn't fall out, it 
seems like they're chugging 
toward the playoffs.  

1  
15-
8-1  

10 Capitals  

I've been skeptical of the Caps' 
legitimacy this year but they're 
on a pretty great run right now: 
Eight wins in their last 11 
games. Not such a great run? 
Tom Wilson running Brandon 
Carlo. Seven costly games for 
that one.  

6  
14-
6-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

11 Wild  

Losing three out of four certainly 
isn't great but I'm willing to cut 
them some slack when two of 
those losses came to the Golden 
Knights and they haven't had 
more than one day of rest since 
mid-February.  

--  
14-
8-1  

12 Oilers  

Last week I praised the Oilers 
for winning five in a row (and 11 
of their last 13) to jump into the 
clear No. 2 spot in the North 
Division. Things have not gone 
great since then...they were 
outscored 13-1 in their three-
game series against Toronto.  

3  
16-
11-0 

13 Flyers  

This team is just so frustrating. 
Just when it seems like they 
might be putting it together 
consistently, they drop a couple 
stinkers and leave you doubting 
again. In related news, they've 
dropped two of three to the 
Penguins and Capitals.  

1  
12-
7-3  

14 Blues  

I've been relatively impressed by 
their ability to string together 
some wins despite getting 
crushed by injuries/COVID, even 
if those wins have come against 
the California squads. Another 
good sign: Vladimir Tarasenko is 
back!  

--  
14-
8-4  

15 Blackhawks 

Starting to realize that this 
season is just one big, constant 
internal struggle over whether or 
not the Blackhawks are actually 
this good.  

2  
13-
8-5  

16 Canadiens  

They've won two of their last 
three (including a 7-1 pumping 
of the Jets) and are executing 
better. They've got points in four 
of five games under Dominique 
Ducharme so maybe they're 
turning a corner following a 
disastrous skid in February? 
Probably too soon to declare 
that they're back, though.  

1  
11-
6-7  

17 Penguins  

It seems like they're intent on 
remaining painfully average, and 
I don't know if that's going to 

--  
14-
9-1  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

change until the defense gets it 
together.  

18 Kings  

Cal Petersen and Jonathan 
Quick are actually shaping up to 
be a pretty decent goaltending 
duo...but is it sustainable? The 
answer to that probably 
determines whether they 
continue climbing or fall back 
toward the bottom of the 
rankings.  

4  
10-
8-6  

19 Rangers  

The offense is coming alive and 
they've won six of eight. If they 
can keep chipping away at their 
flaws, they might find 
themselves in the hunt.  

4  
10-
10-3 

20 Coyotes  

Is it mean to say that the 
Coyotes are just incredibly 
uninteresting? They're pretty 
much average across the 
board...not good enough to 
stand out, but not bad enough to 
be interesting either. Are they 
the new Minnesota Wild?  

--  
12-
10-3 

21 Flames  

Nothing says "we're in a great 
place right now" quite like firing 
your coach immediately after a 
7-3 win.  

2  
11-
12-3 

22 Stars  

The good news: The got an 
emphatic win over the Blue 
Jackets this weekend. The bad 
news? It's just their second win 
since February 2 (2-8-4). The 
offense remains painful.  

4  
7-8-
5  

23 Canucks  

Don't look now but they've won 
three of four, with all of those 
games coming against pretty 
good opponents (Jets and Maple 
Leafs). Is there optimism in the 
air?  

2  
12-
15-2 

24 
Blue 
Jackets  

Should we be worried about 
Patrik Laine? He's gone six 
games without a point and is 
barely generating at all (13 shots 
on goal in that span). He's 

--  
10-
11-5 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

probably not enjoying Columbus 
a whole lot right now.  

25 Devils  

They snapped a five game 
losing streak on Sunday but the 
offense continues to be a 
problem. They're averaging 1.6 
goals per game over their last 
six contests.  

4  
8-
11-2 

26 Sharks  

They've lost five of their last six 
and are just bleeding goals all 
over the place. This team is a 
mess.  

1  
9-
11-3 

27 Predators  

It seems like it's only a matter of 
time before the Predators face 
the music (solid Nashville 
reference there, thank you) and 
start to strip away pieces with an 
eye on a rebuild.  

1  
11-
14-0 

28 Ducks  

Remember that incredible start 
that John Gibson had? Well, 
he's winless in his last eight 
starts (0-6-2) and has a .876 
save percentage in that span. 
Yikes.  

1  
8-
12-6 

29 Sabres  

It was nice to see Jeff Skinner 
find the back of the net after how 
poorly things have gone for him 
this season. Unfortunately, that's 
probably not solving any bigger 
picture problems. The team has 
dropped seven in a row and is 
spiraling at an incredible 
pace...even for Buffalo.  

3  
6-
14-3 

30 Senators  

Yes, they're still terrible but the 
Sens' Sickos movement has 
been one of my favorite things to 
watch on social media so far this 
season. All the respect in the 
world to a fanbase that just 
embraces the horrible product 
being put in front of them.  

--  
9-
18-1 

31 Red Wings  

Ottawa and Detroit battling for 
last place has been quite the 
ride so far this year.  

--  
7-
16-3 
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They said it: Necas, Fleury, Brind’Amour post practice 

Haydn Fleury, Martin Necas and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to 
the media Monday. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes are currently in the midst of a five-game 
winning streak and looking to keep it rolling. One of their top 
performers lately, Martin Necas, who posted seven points 
(two goals, five assists) in four games last week was recently 
rewarded for his efforts by being named the NHL’s third star 
of the week. 

Necas, Haydn Fleury and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the 
media after practice Monday, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On defensemen sitting out: It’s not easy sitting out anybody, 
especially guys that there’s no reason to take them out, 
necessarily. It’s just that we’ve got to keep guys fresh and 
keep everyone on their toes, so to speak. So it’s good that 
when we’re healthy, which on the back end we’ve been 
healthier, up front’s kind of the same situation. When we’re 
all healthy, there’s always someone that could play, that’s 
just not. It’s just part of it. 

If he remembers a time when this many good players had to 
sit: I think it started last year, was really the first time, when 
we were healthy. There was always a guy that didn’t deserve 
to be out. That’s a good sign that we have some good depth, 
and a lot of options, which is nice.  

On Martin Necas: I think this was the plan all along with him 
when we drafted him. This was kind of the player you 
thought he was going to become. You used a good word, 
emerging. I think he’s still just getting to it. There’s still parts 
of his game we’d like to see him shore up, but that other part 
where you can’t teach, that speed and skill, that’s coming to 
the forefront more and more, and obviously that’s been 
making him special.  

On having fun: That’s a good question. I’ve struggled with 
that this year, because there’s nothing you can really do to 
enjoy it. You can’t get together, which that’s what most of the 
guys enjoy and have fun is doing things together. That’s not 
an option. I guess the best thing is to keep winning. That’s 
how you have fun. Enjoy the hard work you put in, because 
you see it paying off. Right now, the focus this year has 
totally been on your job. When we get here, we try to keep it 
light and serious, but it’s light and just enjoy when we can be 
together on the ice, but it’s been a challenge.  

On injured players: I don’t have anything to report today. 
[Jake Gardiner] didn’t practice, we’ll know more tomorrow 
with him, and same thing with [Teuvo Teravainen]. I don’t 
have any updates on any of those guys, really. 

Martin Necas 

On being named third star of the week: It’s nice to see that, 
but I don’t really think about that. It’s just one week. I’ve got 
to be good week to week. I’ve got to keep playing like that 
next week as well, so for sure, it’s nice to see that and nice 
to hear that. But it doesn’t mean anything. It’s just for one 
week, so I’ve got to keep going. 

On having fun: We’re having fun. That’s a big part of being 
successful, I think. I think when you have a game, you have 
to be dialed in, but I think you have to have fun in the locker 
room as well. Just relax if you have some days off, maybe 
don’t think about hockey that much as well. I feel like we 
have a good group of guys and we’re having fun. 

On his progression: It was hard, especially that one year 
when I was in the AHL. I was not upset, but maybe it pissed 
me off that I was in the AHL. But it happens. You’ve just got 
to keep getting better every day. That’s what I was doing in 
the AHL. Last year was my first year in the NHL, and this 
year it’s better. 

On playing in the minors: I always wanted to play in the NHL. 
I did one year in the AHL, I was, like I said, not upset, but it’s 
not the best league, so I just tried to get here. 

Haydn Fleury 

On his competition with Alex Nedeljkovic after practice: Ned 
doesn’t need anything. He runs his mouth enough. I think 
he’s good. I don’t think he needs any more praise and stuff 
from both of us. 

On giving Nedeljkovic extra work: I was about to get off the 
ice today and he said, ‘Oh, we’re not playing today.’ We liked 
playing, so it’s good competition to do every day after 
practice. 

On sitting out: It’s tough. You never want to sit out anytime. 
We’ve got a good back end. Our team’s really deep on the 
back end and we’re winning a lot of games. You’ve just got 
to play your best when you’re out there and take care of your 
work when you don’t play and just be ready the next time you 
get it. 

On playing the same teams: It’s different. Maybe in a normal 
season you’d do it maybe once or twice a year where you’d 
have a home and home against a team. But I think you can 
see a little more bad blood fueling the games. Things from 
the night before, they don’t get left two weeks. Sometimes 
you play the team again the next night and that bad blood’s 
still there. 

On the Canes having guys that won the Calder Cup in the 
NHL: In order to learn how to win, I think you have to learn to 
win and you have to win. I think that’s the biggest thing. 
Winning a championship, you learn things that you did 
throughout that run to help the team win or to help be 
successful as an individual or as a team. The more times you 
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can win as a young guy, I think it just helps you build those 
experiences for later on in your career.  

On how much he misses playing the Canadian teams: I 
really miss playing those teams. Those are hometown 
games for me. You get a lot of family, a lot of friends at the 
games. So I definitely miss playing those teams, definitely 
miss playing other teams, playing in other cool rinks. It’s a lot 
different, but the Canadian teams, I definitely miss for sure. 

On if it’s getting boring: No. I think we do a lot of stuff on the 
road as a team. We’ve got things we can do. So it’s definitely 
not boring, and we’re trying to have fun with the guys away 
from the rink as best we can. 

On who’s having the hardest time with being on the road: I’d 
say [Jordan Martinook]. I tink he’s a big foodie, and 
sometimes Uber Eats doesn’t have the restaurants he wants. 
So he’s got his pre-scouted menu before we got to every 
city, but sometimes it doesn’t line up for him.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes will look to make it six wins in a row Tuesday 
night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Nashville Predators (11-14-0) at Carolina Hurricanes (17-6-
1) 

2021 Regular Season Game 25 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena - Raleigh, North Carolina  

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas  
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Litter Box Cats 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Hurricanes will look to keep the good vibes going in 
March as they host the Nashville Predators Tuesday night at 
PNC Arena. The Hurricanes will have won five in a row going 
into tonight’s game, including a 4-0-0 mark this month. 

The team will also be going for its third win of the season 
against Nashville, as the Canes are 2-0-0 on the season 
against the Predators, including a 4-2 victory a week ago.  

With Petr Mrazek, who again didn’t practice Monday, 
seemingly still not ready to return, the Canes could go with 
Alex Nedeljkovic if they go with the goalie rotation they’ve 
mostly been using lately. Jake Gardiner and Teuvo 
Teravainen missed practice Monday, but Rod Brind’Amour 
said he’d know more about them today; we expect to have a 
full lineup following the Canes’ 10-30 a.m. morning skate, so 
stay tuned for that.  

Here’s how the Hurricanes and Predators match up: 

Vital Statistics  

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Record 17-6-1 11-14-0 

Goals/Game 3.38 2.36 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Goals Against/Game 2.67 3.28 

Shots/Game 31.46 31.72 

Face Off Win % 53.9% 52.5% 

Power Play % (Rank) 29.5% (4th) 20.2% (18th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 81.2% (12th) 70.2% (29th) 

ES Corsi For % 52.96% 53.30% 

ES PDO 101.10 97.42 

PIM/Game 07:49 09:36 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Pekka Rinne 

Record 11-3-0 6-9-0 

Save % 0.903 .902 

GAA 2.83 2.93 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Juuse Saros 

Record 4-2-1 5-5-0 

Save % .927 .895 

GAA 2.26 3.10 

Game notes: 
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 A victory tonight would give Carolina its longest 
winning steak of the season at six games; the 
Hurricanes have won five in a row twice.  

 Don’t be surprised to see Sebastian Aho on the 
scoresheet tonight. The Canes’ Finnish star has 
eight goals (tied for his most against any team) and 
12 points in just 10 career games against the 
Predators.  

 Multiple Hurricanes carry point streaks into tonight’s 
game. Vincent Trocheck, the team’s leading goal 
scorer (he’s also tied for the team lead in points) 
has been on a tear lately, with four goals and two 
assists in his last five games (he’s on a five-game 
points streak). Dougie Hamilton has recorded at 
least one assist in five straight games. And, last but 
not least, Martin Necas brings a four-game point 
streak into this game. Necas was named the NHL’s 
third star of the week for last week with two goals 
and five assists in four games.  

 If it is indeed Alex Nedeljkovic in net tonight, he’s 
been excellent in his last four starts, with a 3-1-0 
record, just six goals allowed and a .957 save 
percentage. With Mrazek seemingly nearing a 

return, every start is critical on a personal level for 
“Ned” as he looks to force a tough decision for the 
coaching staff when the team’s top netminder 
returns. 

 The Hurricanes enter tonight 7-1-0 in the front half 
of home-and-home sets with the same team, and 
they’re undefeated in such games on home ice. 

 The Hurricanes would be wise to stay out of the box 
in this one: Nashville’s power play is 9 for 28 in its 
last nine games and has scored a goal in seven of 
the last nine. The Predators’ man advantage is 
operating at 32.1% since Feb. 20, and is the third 
best in the NHL over that span.  

 Filip Forsberg leads the Predators in goals (10), 
assists (16) and points (26) on the season, and is 
always one to watch when these two teams meet 
up. He has four goals and seven points in 12 career 
games against Carolina.  

 Predators captain Roman Josi has also been 
playing well lately, with points in three straight 
games and eight points in his last eight games 
coming into this one.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Golden All the Way 
Vegas is on top thanks to their two-way ace and their veteran 
goaltender. Where does your team rank? 

By Ryan Kennedy 

If you can believe it, we are basically at the midway point of 
the 2020-21 NHL season. Time flies, doesn't it? Or does time 
mean anything anymore? If you're the Buffalo Sabres, time is 
a flat circle that ends in a loss to the Islanders, but that's not 
important right now. What is important is that enough games 
have been played that certain things have clearly become 
reality: Chicago is a potential playoff team while Nashville is 
not. Think about that for a second. 

And while we all ponder the magnificence of Kirill Kaprizov in 
Minnesota, let's get to some NHL power rankings, shall we? 

1. Vegas Golden Knights: Mark Stone started off March with 
10 points in his first four games and Marc-Andre Fleury has 
the best save percentage (.942) of any regular goalie in the 
NHL. So yeah, things are going pretty well in Vegas. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning: We stan a Vasilevskiy king. Did I do 
that right? Probably not, but that's OK. The Bolts are cruising 
thanks to their Vezina goalie, while Brayden Point fought 
Andrew Cogliano and looked like a beast in the process. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs: Never mind the Canucks losses, the 
Leafs blanked Connor McDavid in a three-game showdown 
with Edmonton while using three different netminders. This 
team can rise to the occasion when it needs to. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes: Hey, remember when Vince 
Trocheck was healthy and piling up points a few years ago? 
Well, so does Vince Trocheck, because he's healthy and 
doing it again (but in Carolina now instead of Florida). 

5. New York Islanders: The Islanders' past three games have 
all been 5-2 victories over the corpse of the Sabres. But to 
be fair, you can only play the games on your schedule - so 
full points to the Islanders! 

6. Washington Capitals: Tom Wilson is heading up north 
again, this time on a seven-game bid. The Caps have won 
seven of their past 10; can they keep that momentum going 
with the big guy out of the lineup? 

7. Winnipeg Jets: Mark Scheifele has quietly entered the 
NHL's top five for scoring and only four of his 33 points have 
come on empty-net goals - so take that, Scheifele haters 
(hold up, I am just checking annnnddd - four points ties him 
for first in the NHL). 

8. Florida Panthers: We all know Jonathan Huberdeau has 
been on fire this year, but how about defenseman Aaron 
Ekblad racking up 17 points through 24 games while also 
playing more than 25 minutes a night? He's playing like a 
first overall pick or something. 

9. St. Louis Blues: Vladimir Tarasenko is back and you're 
gonna be in trouble (hey na, hey - ah, forget it). The Blues 
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have pushed through a lot of injuries already this season and 
they're still one of the best in the West. 

10. Colorado Avalanche: Speaking of injuries, Nathan 
MacKinnon and Cale Makar are on the mend and that's great 
news for everyone except Colorado's opponents - we didn't 
sign up for half an Avalanche, after all. 

11. Boston Bruins: No Brandon Carlo for awhile and that's 
tough for the B's, as defensive depth is no longer a strength. 
On the positive side, Trent Frederic is quickly becoming a 
folk hero in town. 

12. Minnesota Wild: Yes, Kirill Kaprizov is everything we 
hoped he would be as an NHLer and the Calder Trophy 
favorite. And yes, those ReverseRetro jerseys look as 
awesome as we thought they would - maybe even more so. 

13. Pittsburgh Penguins: The Penguins are 7-3-0 in their 
past 10 games, pumping them back into the "good" half of 
the East Division, though Philly has games in hand. Sidney 
Crosby once again leads the charge. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers: The Flyers are doing just enough to 
stay in the upper tier of the East, but nothing above that. 
They are basically Jennifer Aniston working at Chotchkie's in 
"Office Space." 

15. Edmonton Oilers: Getting swept by Toronto 
notwithstanding, the Oilers are ascending the North and 
have three straight games against the Senators which 
cannot all be trap games. 

16. Chicago Blackhawks: Were it not for Kirill Kaprizov, 
Chicago goalie Kevin Lankinen would likely be your Calder 
Trophy favorite. Heck, he might still be your favorite if you 
put only mustard on your hot dog and really enjoy improv 
comedy. 

17. Los Angeles Kings: The NHL is considering a change to 
the draft where a team can't be in the lottery more than twice 
in a five-year span. The Kings, who got Quinton Byfield 
second overall in 2020, are helping by not being terrible 
again. 

18. Montreal Canadiens: Dominique Ducharme was the right 
man for the job and the Habs are putting a little distance 
between themselves and Calgary. Now, can Sean Burke fix 
the goaltending situation? 

19. Arizona Coyotes: Big defenseman Jakob Chychrun is 
having his best season yet, piling up points and playing solid 
minutes. He's like Arizona's Aaron Ekblad (so Ekblad, but 
with less humidity). 

20. New York Rangers: Rookie Alexis Lafreniere just had a 
four-game point streak snapped and the teen now has seven 
points in 23 games. He's gonna be fine (as long as he's 
eating well. Is he eating well?). 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets: Max Domi has one point in his 
past 10 games and played only seven minutes on Saturday 
night. At this rate, his career arc is gonna be Arizona-
Montreal-Columbus-Kunlun Red Star. 

22. Calgary Flames: Darryl Sutter is back behind the bench 
and if the remainder of Calgary's season isn't sponsored by 
John Deere, why even have a marketing department? 

23. Dallas Stars: The Stars are still behind on games played, 
but they're not winning the ones they have played, so that's a 
problem. Jake Oettinger got his first NHL shutout, though, so 
that's positive. 

24. Nashville Predators: The Preds are beginning to right the 
ship, but is it too little too late already? Filip Forsberg is the 
only player in town who has scored more than 20 points 
through the team's first 25 games. 

25. San Jose Sharks: San Jose currently has the same 
negative goal differential as Buffalo (minus-23) and when 
that happens, you really have to evaluate your life decisions. 

26. New Jersey Devils: Things are not going well in New 
Jersey, where the Devils have won just two of their past 10. 
On the other hand, there's another Hughes brother up for the 
draft and Luke plays defense. 

27. Vancouver Canucks: Thatcher Demko is turning back 
into scary Demko and that's great news for a Canucks squad 
that can only look to the future at this point. 

28. Anaheim Ducks: Max Comtois is your surprise points and 
goals leader for the Ducks through 25 games. That probably 
wasn't the plan, but it's not a bad thing, either. 

29. Ottawa Senators: Ottawa's scoring leaders are Drake 
Batherson, Brady Tkachuk, Thomas Chabot and Josh Norris. 
That definitely was the plan, so that's good. 

30. Detroit Red Wings: Evgeny Svechnikov has been a point-
per-game player since coming up from the AHL. Also, I miss 
going to Slow's BBQ in Corktown. 

31. Buffalo Sabres: I'm beginning to think that Ralph Krueger 
wasn't the tactical and motivational genius he was made out 
to be. 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/martin-necas-speed-skill-on-display-in-big-week/c-322260826 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes/c-322269612 
https://apnews.com/article/martin-necas-north-carolina-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-26e218503aba4f709cf7a45d49c74b00 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/03/08/nhl-power-rankings-marc-andre-fleury-mark-stone-drive-vegas-golden-knights-to-top/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-golden-knights-keep-pushing-for-top-spot-panthers-hurricanes-continue-to-surge/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/8/22319863/carolina-hurricanes-martin-necas-haydn-fleury-rod-brindamour 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/9/22320855/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-preview-3-9-21 

https://www.si.com/hockey/news/power-rankings-golden-all-the-way 
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Hurricanes Have Decisions to Make on 4 Pending Free-Agent Prospects 

 

March 8, 2021 by Alex Ohari 

 

Despite being firm in the midst of a season where expectations are 
looming large for the Carolina Hurricanes, it’s never too early to start 
looking ahead to the future – and more specifically, the summer. That’s 
because the team will have four previously drafted players that they will 
face decision time on; the decision is to sign them or let them leave the 
organization into free agency. 

Internal decisions have likely already been made on most, if not all of the 
bunch. The group includes two goaltenders – both Jack LaFontaine 
(drafted in 2016) and Eetu Mäkiniemi (2017), defenseman Ville Räsänen 
(2017), and power-forward Blake Murray (2019) – who was the only 
player picked directly by the Don Waddell regime. We’ll have a look at 
how each player has developed over the years, and the likelihood of 
them being signed by the Canes. 

Understandably, there’s a growing sense of excitement within the Canes’ 
fanbase surrounding LaFontaine, who’s emerged as a really exciting 
prospect now in his senior season at the University of Minnesota. After 
his failed stint at Michigan in 2018, I’d written him off as a prospect long 
ago – so I’m as excited as anybody about his dramatic turnaround. 

He’s a perfect example of how goaltending prospects in particular are so 
hard to scout, because of how non-linear each individual’s progression 
can be. After a couple of very rocky seasons following being drafted 
(which culminated in his departure from Michigan) LaFontaine has found 
new life and now looks to be a legitimately promising NHL prospect. 

I was initially skeptical of his move to the BCHL as a 20-year old, mainly 
due to the dramatic step down in competition from the NCAA. But 
LaFontaine revived his career during his lone season there, before 
transferring to Minnesota – where he’s really turned the corner. A .919 
save percentage (SV%) in 25 games last season sparked reason for 
optimism, and he’s followed that up with a 17-5 record, allowing just 33 
goals in 22 appearances with a .941 SV% this season. He’s had some 
incredible performances: 

Technical question, does @jack_lafontaine get an assist for that save? 
pic.twitter.com/yTJ3hR0NLc 

— Minnesota Men’s Hockey (@GopherHockey) January 26, 2020 

Caniacs and scouts alike have taken notice of his resurgence, and hype 
around him is starting to build. I wanted some insight from somebody 
more familiar with the player than I am, so I spoke to Jack LeGwin (host 
of the great BTS Hockey Podcast) for some intel on him: 

“This year, I’ve gotten a chance to watch quite a bit of LaFontaine,” said 
LeGwin. “[he’s] really blossomed into a very solid goalie at the University 
of Minnesota.  I think he’s the perfect candidate as a late bloomer at the 
goalie position, that we are slowly seeing more and more of in the 
league, and could be a good candidate to start out next year in the AHL – 
taking Alex Nedeljkovic’s spot [now] in Chicago.”  

LeGwin alluded to LaFontaine finally playing in a program where he’s 
settled in, with a coaching staff that has propelled him to success. 

“A talented and patient goalie, he’s a good player to keep an eye on 
[moving forward] as he’s improved consistently over the past couple of 
years. … first at Michigan where he had flashes but struggled on the 
whole, to Penticton [in the BCHL] where he bounced back, and now in 
Minneapolis for head coach Bob Motzko who has helped him to become 
one of the best players in the NCAA, and a Hobey Baker nominee.” 

– Jack LeGwin, BTS Podcast. 

My personal opinion is that I think it’s all but a guarantee right now that 
LaFontaine will get an entry-level deal from the Canes, as his career 
trajectory has inspired reason for belief in his future as a potential NHL 
goaltender. He’s still only 23, and has prototypical size for the position at 
6-foot-3, 200 pounds, and is a calming presence in the crease. 

As far as an NHL comparable, I think I see his ceiling as more of a “1B” 
option, quite similar to a James Reimer type. He’s calm and he’s steady 
and should be a serviceable option with a high floor because of that. In 
terms of stardom, I haven’t seen the high-end upside or athletic ability 
that would make me believe he can be a true starter. But regardless, 
LaFontaine looks to be a legitimate future option if he keeps trending the 
right way, which is a great outcome for the former third-round pick. 

Odds of signing: 99% 

Eetu Mäkiniemi 

The Mäkiniemi situation is such a tough one for me to stomach because I 
really believe in him as a player. As far as raw ability goes, I personally 
believe that he’s the most technically gifted goaltending prospect in the 
Canes’ organization. He has excellent agility, reflexes and athleticism, 
and at 6-foot-3, he has good length for the position. 

Unfortunately, despite all the promise, it’s yet to have really translated 
into on-ice success for Mäkiniemi. Since being drafted back in 2017, he’s 
dealt with some injury problems, as well as being stuck behind one of the 
best goaltending prospects in the NHL, Lukas Dostal, with Ilves of Liiga.  

In the 2019-20 season, Mäkiniemi was named the top goaltender of the 
Mestis league – which is equivalent to the AHL in Finland. He led that 
league in SV%, and was rewarded with making his debut in Liiga. He 
went on to play 7 games at the top level, allowing just nine goals with a 
stellar .936 SV%. That performance, combined with the imminent 
departure of Lukas Dostal into the Anaheim Ducks’ system, made me 
super excited about Mäkiniemi as he was finally set to take over the 
starting job in Ilves. 

𝘈𝘱𝘱𝘳𝘦𝘤𝘪𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘸𝘦𝘦𝘵 

Eetu Mäkiniemi #38 

• 6 career starts 

• No losses 

• Save% .936 

• GAA 1,53#Ilves #Liiga #Canes   @AarnoVuorinen 
pic.twitter.com/4HnFJS0d05 

— Tampereen Ilves (@ilveshockey) March 6, 2020 
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Unfortunately, with COVID-19 delaying the start of the AHL season, 
Dostal returned to his starting role at Ilves and Mäkiniemi was again 
relegated to a reserve role. Dostal did leave the team in December, 
which finally led to Mäkiniemi becoming their unquestioned starter. He 
has a rather weak defense in front of him, but his inconsistent play has 
left more questions than answers. He currently has a record of 9-11-6, 
with a .903 SV% for Ilves. 

Now less than three months away from the deadline to sign him – June 
1, 2021 – Mäkiniemi remains surrounded with uncertainty. He’s shown 
flashes over his four years of development, but has yet to really establish 
himself as a top goalie in his domestic league – and generally remains a 
huge question mark. The saddest part about it all is that he’s only 21 
years old, and just needs more time to continue his development. But, 
the Canes are facing a deadline, and the clock is ticking. With each 
expiring game clock, it feels like Mäkiniemi’s chances get slimmer and 
slimmer. 

The recent signing of Beck Warm also could alter the Canes’ plans here. 
With LaFontaine on the horizon, Pyotr Kochetkov on the way, and Warm 
now in the system, there’s suddenly a potentially crowded crop of 
prospects that would all need reps. Mäkiniemi could technically sign and 
then be assigned back to Finland next year, but the same problem could 
again arise the following summer. 

Conclusion? Before Warm signed, I would’ve put Mäkiniemi’s chances to 
sign at around 50%. But I think that, as of now, it’s more likely that the 
Canes pass on signing him. Not because of his talent, but because of the 
situation as a whole. Despite that, I’m quite confident that he’ll continue 
to develop the right way in Finland, and I would not be surprised to hear 
his name on the NHL’s radar a couple of years from now. 

Odds of signing: 20% 

F Blake Murray 

Early on in the 2019 Draft process, in the initial phases of players 
rankings, numerous scouts had Murray as a top-10 talent. He was a top 
selection in the 2017 OHL draft and was coming off a productive season 
as a 16-year old in that league. Scouts were intrigued by his size (6-foot-
2, 190 pounds), his ability to play both center and the wing, and his ability 
to score goals. 

In his draft year as a 17-year old, he was a 30-goal scorer in the OHL. He 
led his Sudbury Wolves team in scoring and, from the surface, looked 
like a top-notch talent. Despite that, his draft stock absolutely plummeted, 
and he ended up being selected way down in the sixth round (183rd 
overall) by the Hurricanes. It just begs the question: Why? 

Blake Murray Sudbury Wolves 

Talent-wise, he’s a much better player than his draft positioning 
suggests. Scouts had red-flagged some major parts of his game though. 
He was labeled an inconsistent player – by the game, and even worse – 
by the shift, and his overall effort level led to a ton of question marks 
surrounding if he could ever reach his potential or not. For the 
Hurricanes, they obviously viewed Murray as a troubled talent who they 
could attempt to get on the right track. 

It’s seemingly paying off so far. He followed up his draft year with a 35-
goal, 72-point OHL season in 2019-20, and looked poised to dominate 
that year again. However the OHL has yet to resume play due to COVID 
protocols, and therefore Murray signed overseas with Surahammars IF of 
the HockeyEttan – which is the third-tier of hockey in Sweden. Over there 
he currently has 21 points in 14 games. It’s definitely not the toughest 
competition, but it’s worthy to note that he’s producing great results as a 
19-year old in a men’s league. (from ‘Murray, Thompson making plays, 
making memories in Sweden,’ Sudbury Star, 02/12/2021) 

I’ve started to come around on Murray as a player, and I see some 
serious untapped potential in his game. My good friend Matt Somma 
(@CanesProspects) has tracked Murray closely since being drafted, and 
despite not liking the pick at all (at the time), he’s also started to come 
around on him: 

“Blake Murray was a frustrating player in his draft year and has turned 
into a very nice sixth-round selection for the Hurricanes. Murray has 
grown more and more consistent since his draft year and has developed 
his all-around game. His most notable area of growth has been his 
playmaking and on-ice vision. Murray was never one to pass up a 
shooting opportunity in his draft year, but it seems that he is starting to 
see more of the ice and seek out better opportunities to create offense.” 
he said. 

The overall progression in his game over these last two years leads Matt 
to believe that Murray is worth taking a chance on. 

“I am leaning towards Murray earning a contract — simply because this 
is a sixth-round pick that could be a 20+ goal scorer at the NHL level if 
developed properly,” he said. “It is going to take time, however, and the 
Hurricanes already have a strong prospect pool. Murray may have a 
depth role at the AHL level next season, but it’s possible that the 
Hurricanes’ strong depth at center may prevent Murray from taking the 
next step. If I were Don Waddell, I’m taking the chance on Murray. If he 
does pan out, you have a power forward that can fill a role on your third 
line and score roughly 20 goals.” 

– Matt Somma, @CanesProspects. 

As of today, I totally agree with Matt on this one. Bringing Murray into the 
organization for a look is basically a risk-free move, and could yield 
seriously good results if he pans out in the future. Regardless, he’s an 
intriguing piece that’s worth taking a chance on to develop in the system, 
and I think that Wolves coach Ryan Warsofsky is a great candidate to get 
Murray on the right path. The Canes really have nothing to lose here, so 
I’ll assume they’ll take a chance on him. 

Odds of signing: 90% 

D Ville Räsänen 

For everyone’s sake, I’ll keep it short and sweet here. Räsänen was 
drafted out of Finland in the seventh-round of the 2017 draft, as he was 
transitioning over to North America. Unfortunately, he never settled in 
here, and as a 20-year old was stuck as a seventh-defenseman on a 
USHL team. He’s since returned to Finland, and is playing in their 
second-tier men’s league – where he’s had marginal success – but 
nothing to inspire any hope in this guy being a future NHL player. 
Looking back, I can’t help but laugh at this quote: 

MacDonald on Ville Rasanen: "We hope we got a steal on this guy in the 
7th round like we got with Frederik Andersen.” #CanesDraft 

— Michael Smith (@MSmithCanes) June 24, 2017 

Anyway. Somma, notably a tough critic of Räsänen, had this to say: 

“It’s hard to pinpoint where things went wrong with Räsänen. Maybe 
playing for more than four different teams over the course of four years 
was the problem.” Matt said. “Maybe he couldn’t develop more than 
decent offensive skills. Maybe he wasn’t that good of a prospect, to begin 
with. Regardless, Räsänen was a low-risk, low-reward type of pick that 
never managed to look like an NHL prospect.” 

– Matt Somma, @CanesProspects 

In hindsight, expectations were always low for Räsänen, as a seventh-
round pick at a position just flooded with wealth in the organization. He 
looked to have a blossoming offensive package and good size when he 
was drafted, but things never materialized for him in North America. Now 
22, it’s likely Räsänen will have a nice career overseas, but he’s not a 
guy that looks like he’ll ever reach anywhere near the NHL, and, 
therefore, will surely not be offered a contract by the Hurricanes. 

Odds of signing: 0.01% 

Recap 

Interestingly enough, though the Canes’ recent Finnish connection has 
been well-documented, it seems likely that the two Finnish players from 
this group will be the odd men out. Regardless, neither of these four 
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prospects would make or break the future of the team if they do (or don’t) 
sign, which is usually the case with prospects that end up in this 
situation. However, most of these guys do have some good qualities 
worth developing, so it’ll be interesting to keep an eye on what the 
Hurricanes do with them in the coming months. 
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In season of valleys, Predators will take peaks where they can get them 

 

AUTHORS Michael Gallagher 

 

Dallas Stars forward Joe Pavelski’s eyes were surely wide once he saw 
that he had lured Nashville Predators goaltender Pekka Rinne out of his 
net and forced him out of position on his shootout attempt. 

Rinne, however, didn’t waiver, reaching back and throwing his stick 
perfectly in the shooting lane and denying Pavelski’s would-be goal to set 
the stage for Roman Josi’s game-winning goal moments later as the 
Predators took a 4-3 win over the Stars in Dallas. 

"[Rinne was] phenomenal," Preds left-winger Filip Forsberg said. "We 
haven't been playing great hockey in front of him lately and today we 
played better. But he stood on his head when we needed him. Especially 
that one in the shootout. It was just beautiful to watch. He was 
phenomenal." 

In a season where rarely anything has gone right for the Predators, 
Sunday’s win — for a moment — snapped the team out of the doldrums. 

Rinne saved 35 of 38 shots a little over 24 hours after allowing six goals 
on 32 shots against the Florida Panthers, and Mikael Granlund and Eeli 
Tolvanen both scored on the suddenly red-hot Predators’ power play. 

The 21-year-old Tolvanen now leads all rookies with four power play 
goals and is tied for the most power play points among rookies with six. 
He’s also tied for the second-most goals (five) among rookies as well. 

"[Tolvanen’s shot] is something special," Granlund said. "You don't see 
that kind of shot too often — and the way he can pick a corner and it's 
heavy, He's been playing good 5-on-5, and obviously on the power play 
he's been doing a really good job and finding the back of the net." 

"My job has gotten a lot easier (on the power play)," Forsberg added. "I 
just try to find him, and usually it ends up in the back of the net. We 
obviously knew about (his shot) before he got here. Now, you watch it in 
practice and you watch it in the game and it's definitely one of the best 
shots I've seen and we have to use it more." 

Tolvanen’s second period goal should have been the exclamation point 
on a dominating Nashville win. However, as the Predators have 
demonstrated several times this year, they are not to be trusted with a 
lead. 

In the span of six-and-a-half minutes, Nashville let in three unanswered 
goals — the last of which came with 57 seconds left in regulation. Thanks 
to some fancy maneuvering by Rinne and an angry Roman Josi goal in 
the shootout, the Predators started their eight-game road trip with a 
bang. 

Although, the bad news for Nashville is the remaining seven games are 
against the Carolina Hurricanes, Tampa Bay Lightning, Florida and 
Dallas again. The Predators have a combined 2-11 record against those 
teams. 
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NHL draft lottery may get changes that would have helped Detroit Red 
Wings in 2020 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Detroit Red Wings finished last overall with 39 points in 2019-20, 23 
beyond the 30th-ranked Ottawa Senators. 

But after the draft lottery was conducted, the Red Wings ended up 
picking fourth. 

That isn't likely to happen again, according to Sportsnet. 

The Canadian network reported that the league is proposing three 
changes to the draft lottery that would have to be voted on by the board 
of governors. 

-Teams would be limited to no more than two lottery wins in a five-year 
period. 

-Teams would be allowed to jump only 10 spots with a lottery win. 

-The number of picks decided by the lottery would be reduced from three 
to two. 

The last one would have helped the Red Wings, who had an 18.5% 
chance of winning the right to draft Alexis Lafreniere. Instead, they 
missed out on the top three picks and the New York Rangers chose first 
overall after losing in the qualifying round. 

The first proposed change aims to prevent long-term tanking. The 
second would prevent a team that falls just short of making the playoffs 
from landing the No. 1 pick. 

The lottery includes the 15 teams that don't make the playoffs, or teams 
that make trades to acquire those picks. 

The lottery, officially known as the weighted draft drawing, was instituted 
in 1995 and has undergone many format changes. The rule making the 
first three picks up for grabs was started in 2016. 
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Why the Detroit Red Wings feel they can go 'on a little run' as season 
resumes 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Help is on the horizon for the Detroit Red Wings, even if not to the extent 
desired. 

After taking advantage of a four-day break to rest and reset during a 
hectic season, the Wings returned to practice Sunday at Little Caesars 
Arena. Captain Dylan Larkin was on the ice after missing the last four 
games, a good sign he’ll be available if not for Tuesday’s game against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, then probably Thursday’s. He practiced on a 
line with Robby Fabbri and Anthony Mantha, leaving intact Vladislav 
Namestnikov with Filip Zadina — a pairing that has looked quite good 
during Larkin’s absence. Sam Gagner has been on the line, as has 
Bobby Ryan. 

[ Why Filip Zadina feeling fresh and happy matters for Detroit Red Wings 
] 
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“I think Vladdy’s game has been exponentially better at center, and I 
think Fabs’ game has been the same whether it’s center or wing,” coach 
Jeff Blashill said. “It allows us potentially to move Fabs to wing and let 
him play with Larkin and Mantha. Vladdy has been with Zadina and he’s 
been with Gagner lots, and some with Bobby Ryan as well. We are just 
trying to find the right combinations.” 

Tyler Bertuzzi hasn't practiced since leaving the Jan. 30 game with an 
upper-body injury. Blashill said Bertuzzi is progressing but didn’t have a 
timeline for a return. He also didn’t think it would be such a long absence 
when it first happened. 

“I would have given you better insight if I did think that," Blashill said. "It’s 
been a longer process than we realized, and that happens sometimes.” 

The Wings miss Bertuzzi’s knack for scoring around the net. But at least 
Larkin, whose 11 points are second on the team behind Ryan (13), 
boosts a lineup that has been outscored 16–5 during a three-game skid. 
He and Mantha certainly have crackled with chemistry in the past, and 
Mantha could use a jumpstart with just one point in 10 games. 

[ From A to D:Midseason grades have been turned in for Wings ] 

Zadina has five points since gaining Namestnikov as a linemate five 
games ago. Ryan adds a scoring threat and playmaking ability. 

“It brings the ability to have some offensive guys play together that can 
make some high-end plays hopefully and give us more ability to be more 
dangerous offensively,” Blashill said. “We hope so. I think Vladdy is the 
key piece to that, though, because he has done a really good job of being 
a really accountable center, and that’s a really critical part to it. Ultimately 
we have to let less goals in than we have in the last three games.” 

Both Ryan and Gagner are former top-10 picks — Ryan at second 
overall in 2005; Gagner at sixth in 2007 — and have a calmness about 
their game that can help Zadina, 21, who was drafted sixth in 2018. It's 
similar to how Larkin spent his rookie season on a line with Henrik 
Zetterberg. 

“It helps a ton, just the wisdom and how they approach the game,” Larkin 
said. “Bobby has got a great approach. He’s got a great attitude. He’s 
someone that loves being a Red Wing. I think the biggest thing with 
Bobby, too, is he makes plays. He has the puck on his stick and he 
understands how valuable that is. He’s not looking to just throw it away, 
he’s looking to make plays and make his linemates better and put them 
in a better spot for them to make a play than he has. 

“Even just talking with him and knowing Zadina, I know they talk about 
that and they continue to work. I think with Z, just shooting the puck — I 
know Bobby has been telling him that: just put it on net, make something 
happen by creating chaos around the net. You saw two go in last game 
where he just shot it, and it was good to see.” 

Between losing five players, including Zadina, Gagner and Fabbri, to 
COVID-19 for two weeks in January and a slew of injuries, the Wings 
haven’t really been able to showcase the depth it looked like they would 
have before the season began. They’re 7-16-3, but as they heal the hope 
is they can rise from the bottom spot in the Central Division. 

“We knew it was going to be a challenging year with COVID and there 
were going to be a lot of things thrown at us,” Larkin said. “I think we‘ve 
had to deal with a lot, probably more so than other teams, having to play 
through our little stretch where we had guys missing, for whatever 
reason. 

"We played and we handled it, but there is some excitement that guy are 
coming back and hopefully we can get to where we have our full lineup 
and see what can happen and get on a little run. That would be really 
nice.” 
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Red Wings' Rasmussen soaking up faceoff tips, knowledge from 
Glendening 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Michael Rasmussen has been spending as much time as he 
can on the ice these days with Luke Glendening. 

It’s a matter of soaking knowledge out of Glendening, who entered play 
Monday leading the NHL by winning 67.7% of his draws. 

Often regarded as one of the NHL’s better defensive forwards, but 
particularly with his work on faceoffs, Glendening is passing on what he 
knows to Rasmussen. 

“It’s unreal the way he plays center and takes faceoffs,” said Rasmussen 
Monday during a media Zoom chat. “It’s pretty crazy. He started a game 
the other day 15-1 (winning 15 of 16 draws) and if I can watch him or if 
he can help me, that’s great. 

“It’s (faceoffs) a big part of the game and if he can me with techniques or 
guys’ tendencies, he’s been a big help, not just with that but with 
everything." 

Now, what might work for the 5-foot-11 Glendening might not necessarily 
translate physically to the 6-6 Rasmussen. 

But there are definitely details and tricks of the trade that Glendening can 
pass along. 

“He just tells you what works for him,” Rasmussen said of the post-
practice drills. “We’re kind of different sizes, and different hands, so what 
works for him isn’t necessarily going to work for me. But he gives me 
pointers and takes faceoffs against me and sees where I can improve on. 

“I’m just soaking all that up and listening to what he has to say.” 

For any center, young or old, veteran or rookie, taking and winning 
faceoffs becomes a crucial part of playing in the NHL. You want 
possession of the puck and realize quickly how important a facet that is 
at the professional level. 

But it also seems it’s a part of the game that isn’t easily mastered and 
experience becomes a needed tool. 

What has Rasmussen sensed so far that is important to be effective on 
draws? 

“It’s different for everyone,” Rasmussen said. “For myself, I’m a bigger 
guy so outmuscle guys. Timing is huge, too. 

“You just have to get a couple of moves you rely on and kind of master 
those and keep working at them because it’s a hard gig taking a lot of 
faceoffs. You have to be consistent.” 

Rasmussen, 21, has three points (all assists) in 10 games with the Wings 
this season. He's had two different stays between seven games in Grand 
Rapids, where Rasmussen has two goals and four assists. 

Coach Jeff Blashill has noticed Rasmussen, the Wings’ 2017 first-round 
pick, is playing with a bit more confidence this time in the lineup. 

“He’s playing quicker, and that was clear the last couple of games we 
played,” Blashill said. “Is that because of an actual physical element or 
confidence? I can’t answer that. Both play into it. He’s worked hard at his 
skating through the course of the summer, but when he was up the first 
time (this season) the processing wasn’t quite quick enough making 
decisions and with the puck. 

“Since he’s been back, he’s played way quicker and I would attribute 
most of that to confidence. He put a lot of pressure on himself early and 
that can happen sometimes. You just have to play and go for it as if you 
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have nothing to lose and he certainly has had that attitude since coming 
back.” 

Limit goals 

The Wings have allowed 16 goals over the last three games. That's not a 
recipe for success with high-powered offenses such as Tampa, Carolina 
and Dallas visiting during a six-game homestand. 

Blashill felt the Wings defended well for stretches in the last three games, 
but then got away from it and that's when things would go awry. 

"Our guys know our system and know what they have to do. They have 
to go out and execute it," Blashill said. "You can't go back to your own 
end (of the rink) and swing (back offensively). You have to stop and that 
little detail matters. The attention to details in those situations, we need to 
be better." 

Ice chips 

The way the lines were set in Monday's practice, it looked like forward 
Evgeny Svechnikov (four points in four games) was outside of the lineup. 
But Blashill isn't sure of that yet. 

"We're still waiting on health and seeing where some guys are, and that 
will dictate (lineup decisions)," Blashill said. "He has skated with the 
extras, but Svech is doing a good job. He tries hard every shift and works 
hard every shift. He's doing a solid job. I haven't made a decision and 
that's just the reality of it." 

… Blashill said Dylan Larkin and Troy Stecher, who both have been out 
with upper body injuries but have practiced the last two days, will be 
game-time decisions against Tampa. 

Lightning at Red Wings  

Faceoff: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit  

TV/radio: FSD/97.1 

Outlook: The Red Wings (7-16-3) and Lightning (17-4-2) begin a two-
game series. …Tampa has won both games against the Wings this 
season. …The defending Stanley Cup champions have the second most 
points (36) and second-best win percentage (.783). Victor Hedman (19 
assists, 24 points) leads offensively. 
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Red Wings’ Filip Zadina: ‘Shoot more and good things will happen’ 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

One bad period cost the Detroit Red Wings again on Thursday in a 5-2 
loss at Carolina, their third in a row. 

But at least they got a pair of goals from someone who needs to put the 
puck in the net. Filip Zadina ended an 11-game drought by scoring twice 
from the right face-off circle, his sweet spot on the ice. 

Zadina, 21, has done a better job of winning puck battles this season, but 
getting rewarded for his work is important. It is a much-needed 
confidence boost for the sixth overall pick in the 2018 draft, a key part of 
the club’s core moving forward. 

“When you’re a guy who scores, confidence is a critical thing,” coach Jeff 
Blashill said. “For those pucks to go in is important for him. Both were 
really good goals and hopefully he can continue to build on that. 

“He’s played really hard most of the season. He’s done it the right way. 
He tries to play from the defensive side of the puck. He tries to check for 

his chances, and he’s done a real good job of that. He’s just got to stay 
on it.” 

Zadina has three goals in 19 games. He missed seven games from Jan. 
22 to Feb. 3 due to COVID-19. 

“I felt really good. I felt fresh,” Zadina said. “Scored a couple of goals, 
which I’m really glad for. I didn’t score for a long time and now this. I’m 
happy with what I did on the ice, but unfortunately, we lost, so it’s kind of 
disappointing. We got to be better in the third period.” 

Zadina registered a career-high six shots on goal. He plans to be more 
aggressive in that regard. 

“Sometimes the puck’s going the way you want, and you get the puck on 
your stick and just feel like you want to shoot, and you see the option to 
shoot the puck, and that’s what I did, and got to probably do that more 
often,” Zadina said. “More focus on shooting the puck. 

“I’m really glad for those goals. Hopefully, they will keep coming. Just got 
to shoot the puck more and good things will happen.” 

Bad closers 

The third period has been by far the Red Wings’ worst. Carolina scored 
three unanswered goal, including a pair just 2:05 apart, by Jordan Staal 
and Jesper Fast, within the first three minutes to take a 4-2 lead. 

“We felt good the first two periods and then we gave up a couple 
chances and they scored,” Zadina said. “They were going hard at us and 
we didn’t have time probably to make the plays. They probably wanted to 
score goals more than us. We were sloppy the first couple minutes (of 
the third) and it cost us the game.” 

The Red Wings have been outscored 38-20 in the third period. 

Overall, Blashill was pleased with his team’s performance, saying it was 
much better than their previous two games. 

“They had gotten momentum from the goal in the second (by Martin 
Necas at 18:45) and pushed early in the third and that’s unfortunate, but 
your next shift you got to build back momentum,” Blashill said. “I think 
we’ve done a fairly good job of that.” 

Calculated risk 

Blashill pulled goaltender Jonathan Bernier for the extra skater with 5:15 
remaining in the third. Nino Niederreiter scored into the empty net just 10 
seconds later to seal the outcome. 

“It was a calculated risk and I lost on the risk,” Blashill said. “We don’t 
score very easy and it was an advantageous situation for us with the 
icing. We ended up winning the face-off, but we got to do more with the 
puck there. It’s a calculated risk and when those decisions end up in your 
net then it looks like a bad decision.” 

Svechnikov summit 

Brothers Evgeny and Andrei Svechnikov played against each other for 
the first time. Andrei, the second overall pick in 2018 and a young star in 
the league, had a goal and an assist. Evgeny, the 19th overall pick in 
2015 who is trying to establish himself in the NHL, had an assist, giving 
him four points in four games (two goals, two assists) since making his 
Red Wings season debut on Saturday. 

“(Evgeny) created a real good chance on the power play late,” Blashill 
said. “I thought he did a solid job. I’m sure it was an emotional night. He’s 
an emotional kid, a great person, and I’m glad he had a chance to play 
against his brother.” 
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The Red Wings’ 2020 trade deadline boosted the rebuild. Can 2021 top 
it? 

 

By Max Bultman Mar 8, 2021 48  

 

A year ago, Steve Yzerman’s trade deadline consisted of two moves: one 
relatively minor and one rather significant. 

The first move, finalized just after midnight as deadline day began, sent 
defenseman Mike Green to Edmonton for a conditional draft pick. About 
13 hours later, Yzerman shipped Andreas Athanasiou and prospect Ryan 
Kuffner to the Oilers as well, this time for two second-round picks and 
Sam Gagner. 

As is the case with every deadline, those picks made for a nebulous 
return at the time of the trades. And one of them (the Oilers’ 2021 
second-round pick) still is. But now a year later, there are names to place 
to some of those picks now — and, thanks to a draft-day trade, more of 
them than would have been expected. 

The Green trade, for starters, brought Detroit the fourth-round pick that 
became Jan Bednar, the goalie Detroit drafted 107th overall in October. 
The Red Wings don’t have a goalie of the future, as it stands, but 
Bednar, 18, is now the youngest member of their growing goalie pipeline. 
Red Wings director of player development Shawn Horcoff recently told 
me that Bednar is a prospect the Red Wings are “excited about,” even 
though Acadie-Bathurst’s pause in the QMJHL has meant Bednar has 
yet to get into a game. He is expected to be the No. 1 netminder there 
when the team begins play, which is scheduled for this week. 

He’s a long way from helping the Red Wings and, in fact, was just a few 
weeks from being eligible for the 2021 draft. But for a team badly in need 
of a top goaltending prospect, he gives them another shot at developing 
one. And considering Detroit got the pick in exchange for Green, who 
was on an expiring contract, that’s a meaningful addition. 

The Athanasiou trade was a bit different, considering the speedy forward 
was 25 and coming off a 30-goal season in 2018-19. The Red Wings 
could have opted to keep him and extend him as an RFA. 

In hindsight, though, it looks like they made this move at the right time: 
Athanasiou ended up playing just 13 games for the Oilers (including 
playoffs), with his only two points coming in his Edmonton debut. He was 
then non-tendered and signed a one-year, $1.2 million contract with the 
Kings. 

Athanasiou has fared well so far in L.A. with nine points in 15 games. But 
even considering the Red Wings’ significant lack of scoring, it’s hard to 
think they wouldn’t make the same move today. 

First, the deal gave Detroit a brief, up-close look at Sam Gagner, whom 
the Red Wings re-signed this season for $850,000. Gagner has quietly 
turned in a strong season: His hat trick against the Predators has been 
the highlight, but underneath Gagner’s seven points in 18 games is a 
team-leading five-on-five xGF% of 61.54. And Gagner has been worth 
4.4 goals above replacement, according to Evolving Hockey, which also 
leads the Red Wings. 

Technically, Detroit got only six games from Gagner through the trade, 
but he’s been a solid re-sign this season, and Yzerman now has the 
option to either trade Gagner for another pick, or re-sign him again as the 
kind of veteran leader who, crucially, also makes a positive impact on the 
ice. 

( Raj Mehta / USA Today) 

Even more important to the long-term outlook of the rebuild, though, was 
the 2020 second-round pick the Red Wings received for Athanasiou. 
That pick landed at No. 45, and Detroit traded out of that pick, moving 
back six spots and adding an extra fourth-rounder, which the team used 
to draft Wisconsin freshman Sam Stange. 

Stange is a long-shot prospect and was an overager in the draft, but 
Detroit got a free swing on him by moving back those few spots. Los 
Angeles moved up to take defenseman Brock Faber, who is having a 
solid freshman season at Minnesota. The Red Wings ended up with 
Swedish center Theodor Niederbach, who brings real offensive upside to 
Detroit’s system. 

“This guy can do some special things with the puck,” Red Wings director 
of amateur scouting Kris Draper said on draft night, saying the team was 
drawn to Niederbach’s hockey sense and playmaking ability. 

This season, Niederbach tore through Sweden’s J20 league with 35 
points in 19 games before it shut down, then posted a respectable nine in 
15 when he was loaned to the Allsvenskan, playing against men. He has 
since returned to Frölunda, where he has three points in 14 games this 
season, but those numbers come in a limited role on a good SHL team. 

“Every time we play him, he plays well,” Frölunda GM Fredrik Sjöström 
said recently. 

If Niederbach hits, he’s likely the jewel of the Red Wings’ 2020 deadline, 
as a right-handed center who can help Detroit create offense. 

But while a year of hindsight certainly helps place names and skill sets to 
the 2020 haul (aside from the 2021 Edmonton second-round pick, which 
currently looks like it will fall near the mid-to-late-40s), at least three or 
four years of distance will likely be required to fully judge its impact on 
the rebuild. 

And that brings us to this year’s deadline. 

As we near the final month until the NHL trade deadline (April 12), the 
question now is whether Detroit can top its 2020 return. Certainly, none 
of the Red Wings’ pending UFAs (Luke Glendening, Bobby Ryan, 
Jonathan Bernier are at the top of the list) can be expected to bring the 
same kind of return Athanasiou did. 

There are cases to be made for Detroit to consider making a similar 
move to the Athanasiou deal by trading another established young 
forward such as Anthony Mantha or Tyler Bertuzzi. Craig Custance and 
Eric Duhatschek have reported a belief from at least one league 
executive that Yzerman could listen to offers for one of Detroit’s young 
forwards in the right deal. If a trade built around one of Mantha or 
Bertuzzi did happen, the ask should be higher than it was for Athanasiou, 
simply because both Mantha and Bertuzzi are more well-rounded players 
while boasting similar offensive track records and potential. 

Still, as I wrote earlier this week, I do not believe such a move is likely at 
this time. It takes only one offer to change that, of course, but if Detroit 
hangs on to its two 26-year-old wingers, then the Red Wings’ 2021 trade 
deadline haul will instead come down to how many of their pending UFAs 
they’re able to move. 

This year especially there are complications to that approach. Because of 
COVID-19 restrictions, the number of buyers has the potential to shrink 
for two reasons: first, the required quarantine period for a U.S.-based 
player heading to Canada, and second, because of the revenue 
considerations among buyers. In a normal year, if a lower-tier playoff 
team wants to buy at the deadline, the move can pay off even without a 
Stanley Cup banner by way of revenue earned from home playoff games. 
But with minimal, if any, fans allowed in some arenas, does the buyer’s 
market narrow down to just top-tier contenders? 

It’s a question, like so many others, that doesn’t have an answer right 
now. And that makes this trade deadline very hard to predict. 

But what the Red Wings have going for them, even if those two factors 
do slow the market or lower prices, is that most of their top trade 
candidates are on exceedingly reasonable contracts. 

Perhaps Detroit’s most enticing candidate could be Glendening, a 
matchup center with a track record as a playoff stopper, who also 
happens to lead the league in faceoff percentage this season. 
Glendening is making just $1.5 million in salary this season and counts 
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for just $1.8 million against the cap. And Detroit could make him even 
more appealing by retaining a portion of that. 

Similarly, the Red Wings’ leading scorer this season is Bobby Ryan, a 
veteran winger who could bring quality depth production to any team 
while costing just $1 million against the cap. Jonathan Bernier (who 
sports a .910 save percentage as the Red Wings’ top goaltender this 
season) could bring peace of mind to a contender’s net, albeit at a 
slightly pricier $3 million cap hit (though Bernier is making only $2.5 
million in salary). 

Those are the top options, and frankly, all three could make sense for 
Detroit to bring back again this offseason. Bernier has been the source of 
significant stability in net for the Red Wings the past two years, and 
Glendening and Ryan are the kind of veterans Detroit should want 
around during their rebuild because they can help young players learn 
and grow while still bringing meaningful contributions to the ice. 

But the Red Wings will have to prioritize the future, and if they could 
stockpile a few picks in the third round — possibly even a second-
rounder if a team decides one of the above is its missing piece — that 
could be a nice way to build on Yzerman’s first trade deadline in Detroit. 
He isn’t likely to top the 2020 haul without trading a young core player, 
especially in what might turn out to be a buyer’s market, but volume can 
sometimes pay off. Yzerman’s former team, the Lightning, made two of 
its best acquisitions of any kind in the third round of the draft by picking 
centers Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli — in back-to-back years, no 
less. 

Beyond their top potential candidates, the Red Wings might also find 
some interest in Gagner, who could make sense as a depth addition for a 
cap-strapped team looking to add a versatile veteran forward. Same for 
Jon Merrill, as a strong defensive defenseman on a $925,000 contract. 
Patrik Nemeth carries a similar profile for a steeper cap hit at $3 million, 
but that number isn’t bad either, especially if Detroit retained any portion 
of it. Marc Staal is a different case, with a $5.7 million cap hit that Detroit 
received a second-round pick to take on, but he does have significant 
playoff experience if a contender seeks that above all. 

Without a headliner like Athanasiou bringing back multiple early picks, it’s 
possible that if and when moves happen this year, they might feel a bit 
underwhelming. It can already be difficult to get excited about a faceless 
pick too far outside the first round. 

But outside of a surprise blockbuster, the Red Wings’ most realistic shot 
at an impactful deadline this year would be by turning some of their nine 
pending UFAs into a higher volume of picks than they obtained last 
February. Even if it’s just by acquiring mid-round picks to enable a well-
timed trade up the draft board — a move that could be much easier to 
swing if the Red Wings keep adding to their current stockpile of three 
second-round picks, two third-rounders and one pick each in Rounds 4-6. 

The 2021 deadline might not be a free-for-all. It might turn out to be 
pretty quiet. 

But that doesn’t mean the Red Wings can’t use it to take another step 
forward. 
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Patrik Laine takes a spill in Blue Jackets practice on Monday, status 
unclear 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 

 

The Blue Jackets offered no status report on forward Patrik Laine, who 
left the ice Monday after taking a fall in practice. 

Blue Jackets left wing Patrik Laine left the ice Monday late in practice 
after taking a spill. 

The team was working in the center ice area, with nets positioned against 
the boards, for a short-space drill when Laine fell backward with his legs 
splayed. 

“I saw him wipe out, but I didn't know if he just tweaked something or 
what happened,” captain Nick Foligno said. “I wanted to check and see 
how he was. I actually haven't heard anything. He said he was good, or 
just gave a little grimace. Hopefully, it’s nothing serious.” 

Coach John Tortorella did not provide an update during his media 
session shortly afterward, nor did the team have one a couple of hours 
later. 

Laine was acquired along with Jack Roslovic in the trade for Pierre-Luc 
Dubois on Jan. 23. After scoring two goals with an assist on Feb. 23 
against Chicago, Laine has not had a point in his past six games. 

Texier struggling 

After scoring four goals in the Jackets’ first seven games, Alexandre 
Texier has been shut out. 

“I want to help the team,” he said. “Right now it's not going my way. But 
I’m still confident.” 

Because of the hole at center caused by the Dubois trade, the struggles 
of Max Domi, and the retirement of Mikko Koivu, the 21-year-old Texier 
has been thrust into top-line minutes at that position. 

“Yeah, I think it’s been inconsistent for him for the last little while,” 
Tortorella said after the 5-0 loss to Dallas on Saturday. “I think it’s to be 
expected playing the center-ice position and all the things that come with 
it (for) a young player. He’s full of energy, as we all see, but I think … he 
kind of chases the game at times.” 

Tortorella said he expects that to change with experience, particularly 
with puck possession. 

“I think sometimes he wants to get rid of the puck so quickly,” he said. “I 
think if he wants the puck more and feels more confident there, I think the 
game will slow down for him. 

“We’re going to continue to work with him and try to gain him some 
experience here, and hopefully some good things will happen for him and 
he’ll regain some of that confidence.” 

Elvis off IR 

The Blue Jackets activated goaltender Elvis Merzlikins off injured reserve 
Monday and assigned Veini Vehvilainen to the club’s taxi squad. 

Merzlikins missed the past seven games with a shoulder injury. Tortorella 
did not say whether Merzlikins or Joonas Korpisalo would play Tuesday 
against Florida. 

Vehvilainen made his NHL debut Saturday against Dallas, stopping three 
of four shots in relief of Korpisalo. 
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Boone Jenner is a jack-of-all-trades for Blue Jackets, who need him at 
center again 

The veteran forward is winning face-offs, scoring key goals and 
contributing as a do-it-all player. Meanwhile, Jack Roslovic is working on 
draws and the Jackets are trying to build camaraderie. 

 

Brian Hedger 
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Blue Jackets center Boone Jenner, here shooting against Chicago on 
Feb. 25, ranks fourth in franchise history with 121 goals. 

This was not the Blue Jackets’ plan for Boone Jenner.  

After spending the past couple of years at center, where defensive 
responsibility is highest among forwards, Jenner was supposed to be a 
full-time forechecker this season as a winger after the offseason addition 
of centers Max Domi and Mikko Koivu.  

That arrangement has changed considerably, after Domi struggled in the 
middle and Koivu retired last month. Saddled with a host of 
inexperienced centers, Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella has returned 
to Jenner for help at that position. But a more accurate description of the 
veteran forward’s role might be “Swiss Army Knife.”  

Blue Jackets: Center position remains an issue, with no easy fix 

Need a pocket blade that can become a pair of scissors or a spoon? How 
about a key face-off win in the defensive zone that turns into a hard-work 
goal at the other end?  

“We know what Jenns is,” Tortorella said Thursday after Jenner led the 
way to a 3-2 victory in Dallas with a goal and assist. “He plays a major 
part in our game, as far as face-offs, and has been one of our more 
consistent players.”  

A couple of years ago, Tortorella leaned on Jenner and Brandon 
Dubinsky to handle big face-offs. Now it’s down to Jenner with assistance 
from Riley Nash and Nick Foligno, who have a combined winning 
percentage on draws (47.8%) that is 6 percentage points lower.  

Jenner isn’t just a face-off specialist, though, as he showed on his latest 
goal Thursday for a 1-0 lead in a tight game against the Stars.   

After winning a battle in the corner, he pulled the puck toward the net and 
deftly avoided a defender with a backhand-forehand deke before ripping 
a shot past goaltender Anton Khudobin.  

It was a beautiful goal, even if his description of it was standard 
boilerplate material from a guy who detests talking about himself or his 
own exploits.  

“Luckily, it found a way in,” he said.  

Jenner has now gotten “lucky” eight times this season and 121 times in 
his eight-year NHL career, all with the Blue Jackets. His latest goal 
moved him past R.J. Umberger (120) for fourth all-time in franchise 
history and his two points tied Dubinsky at 225 for sixth all-time.  

“He’s played really well this year,” Tortorella said. “Remember, last 
(summer) during the playoffs, in our last game, he was struggling so bad 
… I mean, I didn’t play him. So, I think he has really tried to focus to be 
that complete guy.”  

Building bonds  

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen was a guest on a video 
conference Thursday hosted by the Greater Columbus Sports 
Commission.  

He was asked about the difficulty of building camaraderie amid the NHL’s 
strict COVID-19 protocols, which have limited player interactions both in 
their home markets and during road trips. Kekalainen said he was nearly 
brought to tears strolling past one of his favorite restaurants in Dallas this 
past week, but is trying to focus on the light at the end of the tunnel.  

“It’ll teach us to appreciate what we had when things were normal,” 
Kekalainen said of the pandemic. “And that’s been a big message that 
we have relayed to our team, too. Enjoy life when it’s normal. We’ll 
appreciate the hugs and cheers and all that a lot more once we get back 
to normal again.”  

Kekalainen said the team arranged for a golf simulator to be set up at the 
Jackets’ hotel in Dallas for a “tournament” among players held in small 

groups. He also mentioned a pingpong tournament and said the team 
has given players book and audio-book suggestions, articles and other 
entertainment options.  

The Blue Jackets also got a day off from practice Friday, which is 
presumably when they used the golf simulator.  

“It was done for a purpose, because I do think we need to find some time 
without the coaches with them, for them to do something together to 
bond a little bit – with all the new bodies and just lack of having some 
fun,” said Tortorella, who declined to specify what activities the Blue 
Jackets did Friday. “You’re just not able to chum around as a team like 
you used to be able to. We wanted to try to manufacture that (Friday) as 
best we could.”  

Working on draws  

One of the biggest challenges for inexperienced centers is winning 
enough face-offs. The Blue Jackets are trying to develop three young 
centers, including Jack Roslovic, who was part of the trade that sent 
former No. 1 center Pierre-Luc Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets.  

Roslovic has played in Dubois’ former spot as the Jackets’ top center, 
skating most often with Cam Atkinson and Patrik Laine, the other half of 
the Jackets’ return from Winnipeg. Roslovic is struggling on draws, 
winning only 32.1% of the 221 he has taken, but he is working hard to 
improve.  

That includes getting tips and pointers remotely from face-off specialist 
Mike Eagles, a former NHL forward whom the Blue Jackets have 
consulted in previous seasons.  

“If you’re going to be an offensive center and you want those icing calls, 
when you’re facing off in the opposing team’s end, we have to win the 
face-off,” said Tortorella, who has spotted Jenner into certain situations 
on Roslovic’s line. “It’s a work in progress for Jack. He’s working at it, but 
I’ve got to make the call as we go through the game.” 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 03.09.2021 

1184635 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Behind the NHL Network’s all-woman production: 
Roundtable with Jamie Hersch, Lauren Gardner and Jackie Redmond 

 

By Sean Shapiro Mar 8, 2021 48  

 

On Monday, NHL Network will have an all-female production of its daily 
show, NHL Now. 

Jamie Hersch, Lauren Gardner, Jackie Redmond and Kendall Coyne 
Schofield will co-host the show, which is in its fourth straight year of 
creating an all-female production for International Women’s Day. 

Hersch, Gardner, and Redmond joined The Athletic for a conversation 
about their careers, women in broadcasting and what progress looks like 
for women in sports media. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. 

For lack of a better way to ask this question, why is this broadcast 
important? 

Redmond: There are really so many ways to answer this question, but as 
I get older and I reflect on my career, especially early on, even just 
deciding I wanted to work in hockey and work in sports, I’ve really come 
to realize the impact that shows like this have on young boys that are at 
home watching. We talk a lot about the young girls and the impact it has 
on them and representation and them seeing someone that looks like 
them covering hockey and knowing girls are welcome in the space, and I 
think that’s incredibly important. But, I think it’s equally as important for 
the young boys who are watching the NHL Network at home to see 
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women in the space and doing things, so it’s normal for them when they 
grow up and become men to have women giving them their sports news 
and talking about hockey and it’s just a normal thing. 

Because I think for me coming into this business and I when I first started 
out, a lot of the uncomfortable conversations I had or the adversity I 
faced was at the hands of men. For me, we’re not just impacting the girls 
at home, we’re also teaching the boys at home that this is an equal 
space for both men and women, regardless of their gender. That to use 
that phrase, hockey really is for everyone. 

Hersch: I agree with that and even grownups too, like men and women to 
see people that look different from them and the same as them, whether 
we are talking people of color, different backgrounds or women and men, 
the more diversity that we can have, speaks to the idea of making hockey 
truly for everyone. I think as the years have gone by, this is now year four 
for us, we’ve really each year tried to focus on making it a normal NHL 
Now show. Jackie and E.J. (Hradek) host the show typically five days a 
week, so I’m hoping I can just slide into E.J.’s role and it would be a 
seamless transition. Just because I’m a woman, doesn’t make it a 
drastically different show. And a lot of the correspondents you’ll see 
joining us on Monday are regular correspondents that they have often on 
NHL Now and NHL Tonight. The fact we are doing this is cool and 
exciting and I’m glad we are doing it, but I think Jackie has made a lot of 
good points over the past two weeks saying it shouldn’t be a special day 
eventually. That will really be a sign of true progress when it just happens 
to be all women talking about hockey, but it doesn’t need to be a strange 
or unusual occurrence. 

Gardner: To echo what they were saying, coming into this industry into 
this job, I think all three of us just wanted to be the best broadcasters and 
reporters we could possibly — not just for women, but just period. That’s 
even what a woman by the name of Charlotte Grahame who I reference 
a lot works in the front office, one of the highest positions (vice president 
of hockey administration) with the Colorado Avalanche, she always said 
she didn’t want to be good for a woman, she wanted to be good, period. I 
think that’s what we are all discussing here, we are all capable of hosting 
this show and it just so happens to be women who are doing so. 

I did have one of those interesting moments a few years ago when I was 
with the Avs and I was hosting pregame in the concourse and this father 
and his daughter came up to me and we had this great moment. He said, 
“this is my daughter, her name is Cassie and she now sees this is 
something she can do because she’s seen it.” I know that’s becoming a 
bit of a cliche, if you can see it you can become it, but it is so true and it’s 
so important to normalize these types of things. 

As a broadcasting and media industry, where do you see the greatest 
progress has been achieved and where do you see that more work is 
specifically needed to take additional steps? 

Redmond For me, I can just speak to my own personal experiences, one 
of the things that I think is changing is when I was a kid there weren’t as 
many women in sports, and even when there were, they were in very 
specific roles — traditional host roles and sidelines — and now I think we 
are seeing it change what it means to be a woman in sports and I 
personally I have experienced that here at NHL Network, it’s one of the 
reasons I love working here. Not only do I host NHL Now Monday to 
Friday, but I’m really given the space and freedom to use my voice and 
have an opinion. I am the host of the show, I’m not an analyst, but a 
couple of times a week I have specific segments where I’m given the 
platform to say what I think about something. My favorite segment that I 
do is called Spicy Friday, and I’m given the floor for two to three minutes 
to kind of vent whatever it is that I want in the league. It’s important to me 
because I want to do it because I’m a passionate hockey fan, but I also 
think it’s three minutes in the week that if there are young girls watching 
at home, and I know there are, they aren’t just seeing a woman teeing up 
a panel. They’re seeing a woman that’s part of the conversation, and 
that’s a really important thing for me. 

I’ve always felt since I was a little kid that I could hang in a conversation 
about hockey and I’ve spent my life dedicated to proving it. And for me, 
now being a grown woman and having this Spicy Friday segment, it’s 
probably one of the things I’m most proud of. Because truthfully it’s not 
always easy to say what you think or give an opinion, or put it out on 
social media and hear from the people that don’t have the same values 
and beliefs that I do about gender equality, especially in sports. So for 
me, that’s the biggest thing I think is improving. Not only do you have 

more and more women working in sports, but we are seeing more and 
more women use their voice and not be afraid to say what they think 
whether it’s on Twitter or Instagram or the actual program that they are 
involved in. For me, that’s the big one because I was the girl in high 
school that would not stop talking about the Leafs to the point that a high 
school teacher, said, “You know what, Jackie? If you would just be quiet 
for my class, I will give you the final five minutes to talk about the Leafs 
game at the end.” And I think that had a massive impact on me, it was a 
female teacher, and I think she really in this subconscious way kind of 
made me believe that what I had to say was important, but I had to pick 
my spots because I couldn’t take over her whole class. So to come full 
circle, I think it’s important for everyone to use their platform and for me it 
was about not being afraid to say what I think. 

Hersch: To answer the second half of the question, one of the things I’ve 
really grown to feel strongly about the past few years is seeing more 
women in the play-by-play role and also the analyst role. We have 
several female analysts, I love what the Islanders are doing where it’s 
basically an all-female pregame, intermission and postgame crew, 
Shannon Hogan and AJ Mleczko, and AJ also does great work on NBC 
on the national stage, she’s pretty much the prime example of a woman 
in that analyst role. When it comes to play-by-play there is much more to 
go, Kate Scott did an amazing job for international women’s day, but they 
had to go outside the sport of hockey — she normally calls college 
football and some college basketball — that just shows there is a need 
for more women play-by-play voices in hockey because none of the play-
by-play men that I can think of played professional hockey. So the 
argument that people that like to make, “they didn’t play the sport,” 
doesn’t really work at all for either role, and there are so many women 
that played the sport at the highest level in their field that are excellent 
analysts. We are slowly starting to see female analysts get a shot, they 
know the game just as well as the men, but I’d like to see on the play-by-
play side a woman think “I could call the game as well.” That’s a dream of 
mine and I never even considered (it) until three or four years ago 
because I didn’t think it was possible. Now I think about why I didn’t think 
that was possible, and it was because I never heard a female voice call a 
hockey game before. 

Gardner: I think we have made a lot of progress, all three of us can attest 
we came into the industry knowing there were very defined roles for us 
and that value was in certain areas for women. Like Jamie said, it wasn’t 
like there was a lot of latitude to dream big. I know I spent a lot of time 
early in my career just dispelling negative stereotypes that came with 
certain gender roles. It felt often times as a battle and I think we’ve made 
a tremendous amount of progress in even the past decade, even the past 
five years, in seeing women in different roles — not just in broadcasting 
in front of the camera, but even behind the scenes like at my old network 
(Altitude) there have been female producers that have been empowered 
in certain roles that are typically held by men. 

And then you look at sports themselves, the hiring of Kim Ng (as GM of 
the Miami Marlins), we have female coaches in male leagues, which has 
been so tremendous to see that progress. But I believe we still have a 
long way to go when it comes to changing the hearts and minds of some 
of the masses who were raised with these notions that women weren’t 
supposed to be telling you what’s happening in their favorite sport. When 
in reality this is such a tremendous escape for a lot of people and when 
you have people, different genders, different gender identifications, 
people of color, it opens these sports up to those people because they 
are seeing themselves represented. If anything, why wouldn’t you want 
more people to be a fan of the sport that you love? 

Redmond: I’ll never forget that when I first started in sports and if you 
aren’t aware of this, I started on a reality show that’s how I got my first 
job in sports, and when I would be out and about in Toronto on more than 
one occasion someone recognizing me and coming over to me and say I 
saw you on that reality show, do you really know sports? Can I quiz you? 
The amount of times that a grown-ass man has asked if they could quiz 
me about my hockey knowledge, those were the most shocking things 
that would happen. Would you do this to Bob McKenzie if you see him 
out in Toronto watching a game? My guess is probably not. So I think 
those are the big challenges I have faced and I hope that we can avoid 
that and make it obvious that women aren’t only welcome in this space 
but they can hold their own in this space because they are just human 
beings too. 
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Hersch: I actually think it’s a responsibility on the part of men, I’m just 
gonna put this on them. It’s their responsibility to see women as equals 
and if they for some reason don’t, address it or do some learning and 
realization. Because I grew up with an expectation to know about sports, 
I was a huge Vikings fan growing up and my dad and I watched every 
single Sunday and I remember crying when they went 15-1 and they lost 
one game, I really wanted them to have a perfect season. Then I went to 
college and this was before DVR and I couldn’t access Vikings games in 
L.A., so my dad would tape Vikings games on VHS and mail them to me 
and I would get them on Wednesday and watch them, even though I 
knew the result by then. 

It was never a challenge for me to be a girl and answer questions about 
that while I was growing up, everyone who knew me knew that I liked 
sports and it wasn’t a surprise to anyone that I worked in sports. Any 
questions, like what Jackie mentioned, about that, happened later after I 
was working in sports. 

Gardner: It never was an issue until I got older and I noticed, “Oh I’m 
being painted into a corner here,” and when I was growing up I always 
thought I was on equal footing and it wasn’t until all of us got older to 
when we really recognized, “Oh, wait a second, this isn’t a level playing 
field.” The response has always been to have to respond by being better 
or working harder and we always have to look a certain way. We have to 
know more than anyone else and we have to work harder and we don’t 
really have the freedom to make as many mistakes as the guys. I do 
hope we are changing that, like Jackie was saying I think NHL Network 
has given us the platform to be ourselves and have personality and we 
don’t have to be broadcasting robots and now people get to see us as 
humans that know what they are talking about and they are relatable. 

Hersch: To piggyback off of what Lauren said, because it struck me, I 
always say that I feel like I have a greater responsibility to be prepared 
as a woman than I might feel if I were a man. And I take that seriously 
because credibility is so hard to build when you are a woman in sports 
and so easy to lose. It takes one slip of the tongue where you say a 
name wrong or you say the “Leafs have won three of four” when they’ve 
won three of five, whatever it may be, someone is so quick to jump on 
the fact you made that mistake because you are a woman. Not you made 
that mistake because you are covering 31 teams in the NHL and people 
make mistakes. That is why I feel a responsibility, and I know Jackie and 
Lauren prepare the same way, to be the most prepared, to be one of the 
hardest working, because I have that in the back of my mind, credibility is 
taken so easily from a female broadcaster. 

Redmond: One of the most frustrating things as someone working in 
sports is doing a really good interview, where you get the personality out 
of an athlete, which is something in hockey, in particular, that is so tough 
to do and then have someone say, “well you only got that because you 
are a girl.” (Or) “you only got that because you were flirting,” when in 
reality, it’s human to human. You’ve interviewed players, and I’m sure 
you’ve had great conversations with some of them where you laughed 
about something or get a great story out of them and nobody is saying, 
“well Sean was flirting with that player that’s why he got that.” There is 
nothing more frustrating than accomplishing a good interview than having 
it degraded to being nothing more than you are just a girl that’s why. 

I do want to say, however, all three of us are really lucky that we work in 
a place where we don’t really experience that at NHL Network. I really 
feel blessed to work with someone like E.J. Hradek, I can’t even explain 
to you as a co-host, someone that really supports me in having a voice 
and having an opinion. There is a tendency when we talk about this stuff 
to skew to the negative and how far we have to go and how hard it is, but 
there are a lot of really, really great men that cover this game and I feel 
fortunate to work with. 

Gardner: To add to her point, and thanks for bringing that up, Jackie. I 
think all three of us have experienced a lot of help from our male allies 
and those people have been so important to help make it grow to a spot 
where it’s going to be normal for NHL Network to have a broadcast with 
all female voices. 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: Panic rising, Flames changes, 
Tom Wilson’s suspension and more 

 

By Sean McIndoe Mar 8, 2021 195  

 

We had a running joke around these parts in the opening weeks of the 
season: It was always too early. Nobody knew anything, no conclusions 
could be drawn, we probably shouldn’t have been ranking anyone but it 
was all in good fun. 

We’re almost two full months into the season and (looks around the 
flaming wreckage of the league) yeah, I think it’s safe to say it’s not too 
early anymore. And for a lot of teams, none of this is fun anymore. 

Where to begin? Let’s start with some good news: The Canadiens had 
what may have been their first genuinely good game in a month, rolling 
the Jets 7-1 on Saturday. The win was their first in three weeks that didn’t 
feature somebody getting fired in the middle of it, so that’s progress. 

Montreal’s week turned down the temperature slightly on a season that 
was in danger of falling apart. It also saw them lose their distinction as 
the only team to fire a coach during the season, as the Flames joined 
that club by icing Geoff Ward in favor of Darryl Sutter. Yes, that Darryl 
Sutter, the one who led the team to a Stanley Cup Final back in the pre-
cap days, won two rings in Los Angeles but hasn’t been behind a bench 
since 2017. This is GM Brad Treliving’s fifth coach of his tenure. If the 
change doesn’t spark something, you have to wonder if it’s his last. 

Sutter wasn’t behind the bench on the weekend due to COVID protocols, 
but is expected to join the team today. He presumably watched his new 
team cough up a 2-1 third period lead to lose to the Oilers in regulation 
on Saturday before getting a point in a shootout loss to Ottawa Sunday 
night. He inherits a team that hasn’t won two straight in four weeks, 
dropping three points back of a Montreal team that now holds three 
games in hand for the North’s final playoff spot. 

Here’s the thing: There are a lot of teams who’d look at the Flames right 
now and think “Man, I wish we had it that good.” 

The weekend started with dueling GM press conferences in Buffalo and 
Vancouver, two teams that entered the league together five decades ago 
and have managed to wind up in virtually the same spot today. Two 
furious fan bases, two coaches on the hot seat, and now two GMs trying 
to buy some time. Kevyn Adams went with the “not good enough” 
approach, but his lukewarm defense of Ralph Krueger only made a 
change behind the bench feel even more inevitable. As for Jim Benning’s 
request for two more years of patience in Vancouver, well, I’ll let Thomas 
Drance take a carving knife to that performance. 

Look around the league, and the hits keep on coming. The Devils have 
forgotten how to score. The Predators are ready to burn it all to the 
ground. It’s starting to fall apart in Columbus, and we’ll get to that down 
below. The Stars can’t get right, the Oilers are still trying to figure out 
what happened against the Leafs, the Sharks still can’t get a save… 
about a third of this league is a serious bummer right now. 

History tells us that a few of those teams will find their footing and make 
something out of the season, even if that just means a failed playoff run. 
Others will make changes in the coming days and weeks. Some will 
insist on staying the course all the way to the bitter end. And they’ll be 
joined by others, the ones that save their collapse for the second half. 

It’s depressing if you root for one of those teams, and maybe a certain 
kind of entertaining if you don’t. It’s a lot of things. But it’s not too early. 
Not anymore. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in 
history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

You saw the Mathew Barzal goal, right? If not, oh man, you’re in for a 
treat. If so, watch it again right now, you won’t regret it. 

I’m with Other Sean, who called it one of the best goals he’s ever seen. 
We’ve had guys go between the legs before, and even a few who’ve 
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done it at something close to top speed. I’m not sure I’ve ever seen it 
done while also shrugging off a defenseman. 

That’s the kind of thing you try when you’re messing around in practice, 
but never against an actual NHL team, and the Sabres are close enough. 
This season’s Goal of the Year award committee can go ahead and start 
the engraving now. 

OK, so now that the Islanders fans are happy, let’s make them mad… 

5. Boston Bruins (13-6-3, +10 true goals differential*) – I’m keeping the 
Bruins in the top five, if only barely, and yes the Islanders absolutely 
have a strong claim to the title of the East’s best team right now. I’m not 
quite sure how to factor in a week full of wins against a team that’s 
flatlining as bad as the Sabres, but you can only beat the teams the 
schedule gives you. For now, I’m letting my bias for the status quo save 
Boston for one more week, while we wait to see whether tomorrow’s 
Islanders/Bruins showdown leaves us with no choice but to make the 
switch. 

An added bonus of keeping the Bruins on the list: It gives us a place to 
talk about the Tom Wilson suspension. 

Boarding has been in the rulebook forever and it was weird to see so 
many fans and media’s initial reaction to the hit completely ignore it. That 
said, it’s exceedingly rare to see a suspension for boarding, and rarer still 
to see one on a hit that isn’t from behind. The Wilson defenders will make 
the same case they always make: it was only borderline; this one freeze-
framed isn’t as bad as the others; he could have done a lot worse if he 
wanted to, and to their credit, it usually seems to work. Not this time, and 
rightly so, as the Department of Player Safety has clearly moved Wilson 
into the sparsely populated category of guys who won’t get the benefit of 
the doubt anymore. Some were calling for a ban that would have 
matched or exceeded the 20 games he initially got for the Oskar 
Sundqvist hit, but that would have been too much. The DoPS got this one 
right, or at least close enough. 

Wilson’s a throwback player in that he still hits to hurt in a league where 
that used to be standard practice but hasn’t been for years. If you’re a 
certain type of old-school fan, you appreciate that part of his game, and 
maybe wish it would come back. But when you hit to hurt, well, 
sometimes you’ll hurt someone. When that happens, as it did with 
Brandon Carlo, you’d better hope your hit was squeaky clean. Wilson has 
walked that line a few times, and was trying to do it again on Friday. He 
didn’t, and now the Bruins and Capitals will both be missing important 
players for a while. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (18-6-2, +27) – A truly impressive sweep of the 
Oilers was countered somewhat by two lackluster losses against the 
Canucks, because Leaf fans can’t have nice things. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (17-6-1, +17) – I really thought this was going to 
be the week that the Panthers forced their way into the top five. A win 
last night probably does it, but instead it was the Hurricanes taking the 
showdown by a 4-2 final. I can’t find room for three teams from the same 
division in a top five, so the Panthers will wait while Carolina leapfrogs 
the Leafs to move up to third spot. They might be hard to dislodge; they 
don’t face either Florida team for nearly three weeks so there’s a chance 
to feast on the division’s weaker half until then. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (16-4-1, +26) – They’ve won six straight, 
including two this week over Minnesota, opening up a nice points-
percentage cushion over the rest of the West. And they did it despite 
being in the middle of one of the weirder stories of the week. 

UMM…THE GOLDEN KNIGHT HOTEL YESTERDAY DECLARED 
BANKRUPTCY. THEY HAD THEIR PREGAME MEAL AND THEN GOT 
EVICTED BECAUSE THE HOTEL JUST UP AND CLOSED 

&MDASH; JUSTIN EMERSON (@J15EMERSON) MARCH 6, 2021 

Up next: Two more against the Wild and then a pair against the Blues. 
Presumably while crashing on a friend’s couch. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (17-4-2, +36) – Watching them fall behind 3-0 to 
the Hawks yesterday, only to shrug and then run off six straight goals, 
was scary to watch. This is your reminder that the Lightning are rolling 
through the season looking every bit like the league’s best team, and 
they’re doing it without a recent MVP in the lineup. We don’t know for 

sure that Nikita Kucherov will return in time for the playoffs, let alone at 
100 percent, but it’s vaguely terrifying to imagine what this team would 
look like once one of the best players in the sport shows up. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Winnipeg Jets – We haven’t had much Canadian 
representation in the top five, but we’ve talked about the North Division a 
fair bit. The Habs were the frontrunner early before they imploded, the 
Leafs are the top dog now, and the Oilers had a hot stretch that at least 
got them into the conversation. Meanwhile, the Senators have owned the 
bottom five, the Canucks have joined them, and the Flames just got the 
headline treatment thanks to their coaching change. 

And through it all, there’s been an occasional objection from Winnipeg: 
Hey, what about us? 

It’s a fair question. If you’re not paying any attention to the North, you 
could be forgiven for assuming that the Jets have been trudging along, 
looking good but not great, a lot like they did last year and the one 
before. You perked up when they made the big Laine/Dubois trade, then 
went back to forgetting about them. 

Well, you’re wrong, imaginary person I just made up to make a point. The 
Jets’ season is going pretty darn well. They’ve racked up a record of 15-
8-1, shooting past the Oilers and Habs into second place and bumping 
their playoff odds into “heavy favorite” territory. They’re doing it with a ton 
of talent upfront and quite possibly the league’s best goalie, which is a 
nice combination if you can get it. 

They’re also doing it with lots of 3-on-3 overtime magic, which isn’t 
necessarily a good thing if you’re trying to predict playoff success, and 
some of the underlying numbers aren’t as strong as you’d hope for. And 
yes, we have to mention their most recent game, Saturday’s 7-1 blowout 
at the hands of the Habs, which is the kind of ugly mess that a true 
contender shouldn’t have. But even with the occasional speed bump, it’s 
all been adding up to consistent wins, with only one two-game losing 
streak on the season. 

It’s all very confusing because as everyone who gets mad when we write 
anything about the Leafs loves to remind us, there are no good teams in 
the North Division. You’d think a team like Winnipeg that ranks in the top 
10 in points percentage would fall into the “good” category, but you all 
seem to feel very strongly about this and far be it from me to argue. 

Speaking of the Leafs, as we are legally mandated to do every few 
paragraphs, they’re up next for the Jets, who’ll head to Toronto for three 
straight starting tomorrow. A strong showing by the Jets would quiet the 
talk about the Leafs being some sort of sure thing; a sweep could give 
Winnipeg top spot in the division outright in terms of points percentage. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and trying 
to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking. 

Because fans of the teams in this section don’t have much else to look 
forward to, Scott Wheeler weighs in with his ranking of the top prospects 
for this year’s draft. Based on his findings, we can keep using the “Owen 
Power Ranking” joke for at least a few more weeks. 

5. New Jersey Devils (8-11-2, +13)  – They’d dropped five straight before 
stealing a win against Boston. With the Canucks perking up a bit that 
means the Devils slide into the vacated fifth spot, narrowly beating out 
the Predators and Sharks. That makes them the 10th team to crack the 
bottom five so far this season, if you’re keeping track. 

The Devils need to build on last night and launch a win streak, but the 
schedule isn’t helping much. They get the Caps tomorrow followed by 
three straight against the mulcher that is the New York Islanders. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (7-12-6, -22) – In a season where not much has gone 
right, Saturday’s win to snap a nine-game losing streak brought a nice 
milestone for Ryan Miller. 

3. Ottawa Senators (9-17-1, -33) – This was the week that the Senators 
found out they could still get coaches fired even when they lose to them, 
which I think is terrifying for both their long-term outlook and their sicko 
fans. They’re not even settling for head coaches anymore, they’re out 
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here taking down goalie coaches too. By the way, they play the Oilers 
three times this week, so get those resumes in to Edmonton now. 

2. Buffalo Sabres (6-13-3, -21) – It’s going from bad to worse, and any 
hope that Adams’ soliloquy would light a fire was quickly crushed. The 
Islanders were a tough draw, and the Sabres showed a little bit of life in a 
brief comeback attempt yesterday. But they’re now up to seven straight 
losses, and it’s not like things get any easier with the Flyers, Penguins 
and Capitals up next. I liked the Ralph Krueger hiring at the time, but at 
this point, it seems like the choice is between putting him out of his 
misery now or kicking the can down the road while riding this thing all the 
way down to top lottery odds. And at least some of the Buffalo media 
knows which path they’d take: 

REPEATING WHAT I&#39;VE WRITTEN: KRUEGER SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN FIRED AFTER THE DOUBLE SHUTOUT LAST WEEKEND 
AGAINST PHILLY. I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THIS ORGANIZATION IS 
WAITING FOR. #SABRES 

&MDASH; MIKE HARRINGTON (@BYMHARRINGTON) MARCH 6, 
2021 

Six years after the great McDavid/Eichel tank of 2014-15, it feels nearly 
impossible that the Sabres are back here again. I’m honestly not even 
sure where it goes from here, or how it gets better. And if you think that’s 
harsh, check out what the team’s former captains had to say. 

1. Detroit Red Wings (7-16-3, -33) – They’ve lost three straight in 
regulation and given up 16 goals over that stretch, which is maybe the 
first time all season that this year feels like last year. The next few weeks 
bring back-to-backs with the Lightning, Hurricanes and Stars, so there’s 
an opportunity for a statement win or two. Or to cement their hold on the 
No. 1 spot. 

Not ranked: Columbus Blue Jackets – The Central has been weird this 
year. The Lightning and Hurricanes are both very good, as expected. The 
Panthers have been good too; that wasn’t expected, and could still turn 
out to be a mirage, but it’s been going on long enough that we have to 
consider them contenders until they show us otherwise. 

That leaves five teams fighting for one playoff spot, and it’s an eclectic 
mix. We thought the Wings would be bad and they are. We thought the 
Hawks would be bad and they’re not, we think. Most of us figured that 
Stars would be good, but for various reasons including schedule delays, 
they’ve been spinning their wheels. The Predators have been a wreck. 
And then there’s the Blue Jackets, a team that can be hard to figure out. 

These last few weeks were supposed to help, as Columbus played nine 
straight games against the other teams in the Central’s bottom five, 
without anything against the three contenders. If it went well, the Blue 
Jackets could have staked a strong claim as the favorite for that fourth 
playoff spot. If it was a disaster, we could all but write them off. 

The end result: A record of 3-5-1, which doesn’t help us a ton. 

It’s certainly not a success, given who they were playing. It’s not quite a 
disaster either, although the needle is a lot closer to that side of the 
scale. Over that stretch, we saw John Tortorella get the dreaded vote of 
confidence, so that gives you a sense of how all this is playing out. They 
closed out the stretch with two straight wins against the Wings and Stars, 
which gave hope, and then Saturday’s 5-0 blowout, which took it away 
again. 

Right now, Dom’s model has the Blue Jackets sitting at single-digit odds 
to make the playoffs, with the Hawks and Stars battling it out for that final 
spot. That’s grim, but he’s being more generous than some other models 
that have Columbus as one of the very worst teams in the league. The 
Tortorella-era Blue Jackets have always seemed like a team that was 
more than the sum of its parts, but that hasn’t been the case this year. 
Patrik Laine looked good early but has vanished lately. Zach Werenski 
was hurt. Seth Jones has struggled and I forgot Max Domi was even on 
this team until just now. And unlike last year, the goaltending isn’t 
papering over the cracks. 

Maybe it’s my Leaf-fan scars from last summer, but I’m not closing the 
book on Columbus just yet. But it’s fair to say that the season has been a 
disappointment so far, and there isn’t much runway left to turn it around. 
With some pending UFAs including captain Nick Foligno, rumblings that 
they’ll have to trade a goaltender, and Tortorella reportedly on the last 

year of his deal, it feels like this team is nearing a tipping point. And the 
easy stretch is over, as they’ve got two against the Panthers this week 
and a four-spot with the Hurricanes looming at the end of the month. Stay 
tuned. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek: 7 factors that will affect NHL trade deadline 
activity 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Mar 8, 2021 44  

 

Thanks to COVID-19, the 2020-21 NHL season has been a year like no 
other and the sheer weirdness of it all is likely to spread into the annual 
trade deadline frenzy, which could look a lot different because of seven 
specific wrinkles that will affect the scope and the cadence of deals 
between now and the April 12 deadline. 

Let’s dive right in. 

1. The cross-border trading issue. It makes it increasingly difficult for 
Canadian teams to make trades with their U.S. counterparts because of 
strict quarantine rules established by the Canadian government. The first 
clear manifestation of this new reality came early when the Winnipeg Jets 
completed a rare in-season blockbuster trade – with Patrik Laine and 
Jack Roslovic joining the Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for Pierre-
Luc Dubois. 

Roslovic, who was holed up in Columbus awaiting a trade, played for the 
Blue Jackets right away. Laine, who flew into Columbus on a private jet, 
cleared quarantine a few days later. 

But Dubois had to isolate for two weeks in a Winnipeg hotel room until he 
was cleared to play and then was almost immediately injured, which 
further delayed his integration into the Jets’ lineup. 

The bottom line: It wasn’t until Feb. 21 – or 29 days after the trade was 
made – before Dubois made his first tangible contribution to the Jets’ 
cause (he had three points, including the game-winner, in an OT victory 
over Vancouver). Ideally, Canadian teams would like to coax the 
government into shortening the quarantine rules as they apply to traded 
players, but since that’s unlikely to happen, any Canadian team shopping 
for help from one of the 24 American teams will try to get a deal done as 
early as possible. 

It’s simple math. If they wait until deadline day then the acquired player 
needs to complete a two-week quarantine which gets you to April 26.  
The regular season ends May 8, meaning any newly acquired player 
might get in half-a-dozen games before the playoffs begin – not really 
enough time to fully integrate into systems and team play. 

Most GMs understand that in the long history of trade deadline flops the 
biggest challenge is almost always getting a newly acquired talent to fit, 
seamlessly and quickly, into your current lineup. Even the most talented, 
versatile, high hockey IQ talents often struggle with the transition. 

Further complicating matters for Canadian teams is that if you trade a 
contributing player off your current roster to a U.S. counterpart, but need 
to wait two-to-three weeks to insert the replacement(s) in your lineup, you 
are actually weakening your team in the short term. Fine if you’re 
comfortably in the playoff mix, not so good if you’re in a dogfight just to 
qualify for postseason play. 

2. The dollars need to make sense. A common refrain from senior NHL 
executives these days is how little attention is being paid to this season’s 
dark financial days. 

“That’s the thing that doesn’t get talked about enough,” said one NHL 
executive. “What is the appetite for some owners to take on any kind of 
cash right now? In the past, you might have been able to argue, ‘yes, the 
guy’s got a big ticket, but he might be able to get us a couple of extra 
playoff rounds.’” 
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But even if a team believes adding a specific player gives it a better shot 
at winning a championship, some owners are drawing a financial line in 
the sand and do not want to spend any more money than they have to in 
a year when the losses will reach unprecedented highs. Players on 
expiring contracts are always attractive at the trade deadline, something 
that could be even more of a decisive factor this year. 

“In most trades, you’re talking about, it might have to be dollar in and 
dollar out for some teams,” another GM said. 

3. Expansion to Seattle. In July, Seattle is scheduled to make its choices 
in the expansion draft. Just as with the Vegas Golden Knights, NHL 
teams can choose from one of two protection scenarios – eight position 
players and one goaltender; or seven forwards, three defensemen and 
one forward – which means a lot of the NHL’s deeper teams are going to 
have a protection issue, even in their current states, before adding 
anyone at the deadline. 

Trading for a quality player, who is more than just a pure rental, could 
just further complicate matters for them. Maybe the best illustration is 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm of the Nashville Predators, a modestly 
priced player, with this year and next year remaining on his contract. 
Ekholm has been linked to any number of teams, including Boston, in 
trade speculation. But if the Bruins were to add Ekholm, then chances 
are they’d be further complicating an already complicated protection 
issue in the expansion draft. Probably half the teams in the league would 
find themselves in a similar bind – if they brought in a useful player, with 
a contract beyond this season, they just set themselves with harder 
expansion choices down the road. 

4. The use of draft choices as trade currency. In a normal season, a lot of 
deadline deals are framed the same general way. A rebuilding team will 
send one of its better current assets to a contender, in exchange for 
multiple pieces that often include a future first-round draft choice. But as 
GMs lobby to push the 2021 entry draft back (unsuccessfully thus far), 
they are asking themselves right now: What is a 2021 draft choice really 
worth? 

The answer, for some, is unclear, given that the vast majority of players 
eligible for selection in 2021 either haven’t played at all, or have played 
so little that NHL teams have no true feel for what sort of development 
may have occurred in a critical 12-month period. 

“This is a good year to trade second and third-round picks because 
nobody’s scouted,” said one NHL GM. “If you could turn a second from 
this year’s draft into a second from next year’s, you’d do it in a 
heartbeat.” 

Said another: “There’s a push among teams to push the draft back. It’s a 
near unanimous thing and it would give players a better chance to be 
properly evaluated and improve their status. That’s a huge year, your 
draft year, in a player’s development. I think back to previous drafts, 
where there were players that we took in the second and third rounds 
that weren’t even on our radar before the season began. Right now, 
without question, I would take a 2022 draft choice over a 2021. And if 
they don’t push the draft back, there’ll be mistakes made – more than 
ever.” 

5. Who are the buyers? Who are the sellers? By the time the trade 
deadline rolls around in a normal year, most teams have played around 
950 games in a 1,271-game schedule — usually enough time to separate 
playoff contenders from pretenders. Accordingly, it becomes fairly 
obvious which teams have fallen so far off the pace that they are 
definitely selling at the trade deadline to stockpile future assets. 

But this year, in a 56-game season, conducted only within the four 
divisions, teams can gobble up ground in the standings quickly if they get 
on a roll. It means teams will have to make a decision about their status – 
buyer or seller? – far earlier in the process. And the answer likely will be 
unclear. 

Think of it the conundrum way: If you’re within a few points of a playoff 
berth and you have multiple games remaining against a team that you’re 
pursuing in the standings, do you want to risk raising the white flag too 
soon? Or do you push to the very end of the season, knowing there have 
already been some wild unpredictable swings in the standings this year? 

As one GM noted: Two weeks into the season, Montreal was winning the 
Stanley Cup (thanks to an 8-2-2) start. Two weeks later, they were firing 
their coach. 

Fortunes can, and have, shifted in a hurry. A team that’s a hot mess one 
week might suddenly execute a complete about-face and start playing 
better the next. 

If more teams decide to push all their chips in for a playoff push, that 
would severely limit the number of sellers and means the bidding for a 
small pool of available players could get get fierce. It’s basic supply and 
demand. If only a few teams are selling, GMs can set their prices high 
and demand a ridiculous premium. By contrast, in a year when more 
players are made available, the prices come down. 

But there is one contradictory mitigating factor at play this year… 

6. The presence of so many “free” players. Free is an overstatement. Not 
free exactly, but this past summer, in the rush to sign contracts rather 
than get left behind, a lot of unrestricted free agents agreed to contracts 
at or near the NHL minimum just so they had a place to play. Some of 
those bargain-basement signings worked out well. Others, not so much. 

Any player you think can benefit from a change of scenery could 
basically be had at the deadline for what’s left on their contract, and if 
that player’s salary is at or near the minimum, even the most capped-out 
teams can fit a few warm bodies like that into their lineups. 

Why is that important? Well, as of early March, 18 out of 31 NHL teams 
had dipped into long-term injury reserve (LTIR), according to 
CapFriendly, a mechanism that allows them to spend beyond the salary-
cap. Tampa Bay is at the top of the payroll charts, at a whopping $98.16 
million, with four players on LTIR. St. Louis is next, with seven on LTIR. 
So, any team looking for reinforcements that is also backed into a salary-
cap corner may find that the only place to shop is way back there in the 
clearance rack, where the merchandise is heavily marked down. 

7. The Ryan Dzingel sweepstakes? Circling back to where we started, 
which was the extra challenge the seven Canadian teams may face 
because of border restrictions, the North Division trade deadline 
maneuvering may evolve into some version of the Ryan Dzingel 
sweepstakes. In early February, the Ottawa Senators traded Alex 
Galchenyuk and Cedric Paquette to the Carolina Hurricanes for Dzingel. 
Carolina then immediately flipped Galchenyuk to Toronto – and because 
Galchenyuk didn’t leave the country, he didn’t have to quarantine. 
Whatever you make think of Galchenyuk’s value, it was an efficient 
uncomplicated way of adding a warm body. 

Dzingel, meanwhile, did quarantine. He bided time on Ottawa’s roster as 
a non-roster player until returning to the lineup March 4 vs. Calgary. He is 
28, carrying a cap hit of $3.375 million and on an expiring contract. 
Dzingel has been moved at the deadline before (to Columbus, at the 
2019 trade deadline; and he does have some scoring ability (he had 26 
goals that year, divided between the Senators and the Blue Jackets). If a 
Canadian team saw that scoring potential as something it was seeking, 
then Dzingel is a far more attractive target than any player on a U.S.-
based team that’ll need to quarantine. 

Watch to see if this becomes a trend in the coming weeks – Ottawa 
acting as a de facto trade broker for any Canadian teams looking for a 
third party to act as a way station for a player arriving from a U.S. 
destination. 

Normally, teams try to avoid making trades with divisional rivals because 
there’s nothing worse than seeing a motivated former player come back 
and beat you, but this is shaping up as a year when all normal bets are 
off. And if Vancouver falls further out of contention between now and the 
deadline, the Canucks may join Ottawa as a seller to their Canadian 
divisional rivals. Calgary, too. 

So how will the 2021 NHL trade deadline pan out? 

A few topics kept recurring in discussions with NHL decision-makers, 
beginning with a critical philosophical question: Should any team 
consider making sweeping, big-picture changes based on what they’ve 
seen of their club in a small sample size this year? 

Small sample sizes are never a good way of making any sort of long-
range plans – which is often why NHL general managers get criticized for 
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being overly conservative as a group. But they will offer, as a 
counterargument, that their roles and responsibilities are, by nature, far 
broader than the mandates of the coaches they employ. 

Coaches need to worry and focus on the two points in the standings 
which are on the line tonight. 

By contrast, GMs need to look at not just tonight but tomorrow, next 
week, next month, next year, three years from now, five years from now 
and theoretically, forever. So, allowing emotion to enter into your thinking 
and straying away from a patient, methodical building strategy can be a 
dangerous path to go down. 

One executive noted that his team had made a number of offseason 
changes and yet, the wives of the new players hadn’t even had a chance 
to meet the wives of the old players, which is normally an important part 
of the overall social dynamic that evolves within a team over the course 
of a season. 

Instead, families adjusting to a new city, with all the restrictions in place, 
have had a more difficult time than usual of settling in – and stress on the 
home life can sometimes spill into performance on the ice. 

One final further thought from a GM, who theorized that what fans 
clamoring for change don’t truly understand is, it wouldn’t matter if he had 
the best team in the league or the worst, if you could eavesdrop on his 
telephone conversations right now, they wouldn’t sound a lot different 
than what they normally would be. In good times and bad, they all spend 
a lot of time talking and texting with each other. 

“That’s what we do,” the GM said. “We talk to each other all the time, 
whether we’re winning or losing. I’m just doing my job – just like I do 
every year. Part of my job is to stay in contact with our managers. It’s not 
just about trades. It’s about everything that’s going on in the league.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gaudette emerges as unlikely hero in Canucks' comeback 
win over Canadiens 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetMarch 9, 2021, 2:12 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The last time the Montreal Canadiens visited the 
Vancouver Canucks, Adam Gaudette was a healthy scratch. 

Monday, he was healthy enough to score his first goal in 16 games, 
blasting a slapshot post-and-in to tie it with 40.5 seconds remaining in the 
third period before the Canucks capped another comeback with a 2-1 
shootout win against the Canadiens. 

In the first seven weeks of the NHL season, the Canucks were 0-for-14 at 
winning games they trailed into the third period. Now they’ve done it in 
consecutive games, against rivals in the Canadiens and Toronto Maple 
Leafs that Vancouver is chasing in the North Division after a false start to 
the shortened campaign. 

Home of the Canucks 

Stream every Vancouver Canucks game this season with Sportsnet 
NOW. Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The Canucks are on a three-game winning streak for the first time since 
January. More than just Gaudette’s fortunes are changing. 

“Learning lessons along the way,” Canucks coach Travis Green said. “I 
think in the past, when we've gotten down, we've kind of gotten away 
from our game -- away from the type of game that we need to play. The 
last few games, we've just stuck with it, stayed persistent with our game, 
had purpose to how we wanted to play and believed in it the whole way 

The Canucks, who had the best scoring chances in overtime, won the 
goaltending duel when captain Bo Horvat beat Carey Price in the 

shootout before Canadien Tomas Tatar decided to try a circus move but 
was stopped by Thatcher Demko as he shot from behind and between 
his legs. 

Gaudette was the unlikeliest hero. 

Without a goal since Feb. 1, blanked on 30 shots since then, Gaudette 
was still promoted mid-game by Green on to a line with J.T. Miller. The 
coach also sent him out in the final minute as the Canucks’ attacked with 
the extra man. 

Green must have known something because when Montreal defenceman 
Ben Chiarot drifted towards the middle of the ice as Horvat carried the 
puck across the blue line on the left, the Canuck kicked it out right to 
Gaudette. The winger skated into the right-wing circle before shooting 
post-and-in. 

“I didn't even know if Bo saw me; it was kind of a no-look pass,” Gaudette 
said. “I just wanted to get a shot on net. I feel like I never take a slapshot 
and for some reason, I took one tonight and it went in.” 

Gaudette revealed in training camp that he had suffered from a digestive 
disorder that made it difficult for him to eat and add bulk to his lanky six-
foot-one frame, but that doctors had solved the problem and he was 
finally getting stronger. 

Remaining Time -1:10 

Gaudette relieved to get back on scoresheet in Canucks' comeback win 

After scoring 12 goals and 33 points in 59 games last season despite a 
limited third-line role, Gaudette had just two goals in 24 games before 
Monday. 

“Honestly, it wasn’t that hard because I really like how my game's coming 
along,” Gaudette said when asked about his difficulty scoring. “Getting 
the chances, I knew if I just stick with it and do the right things it would go 
in eventually. It finally went in and it felt great. I can't take my foot off the 
gas.” 

Neither can the Canucks, who are probably already too late in turning 
around their season. 

But they took two points Monday from a game in which they’d have likely 
salvaged nothing until a week ago. 

The Montreal power play opened the scoring at 4:37 of the first period 
when Jeff Petry’s 50-foot wrist shot drifted, untouched by anyone and 
unseen by Demko, into the Vancouver net. Corey Perry was screening 
Demko for Petry, who was given too much time and space at the point. 

The Canucks had 55 minutes to build a comeback. It took them 54. 

But it was only because Demko was excellent again that Vancouver was 
still down only 1-0 in the final minute of the third period. 

Remaining Time -1:47 

Demko major reason for Canucks' recent success 

Vancouver’s power play, coming off a three-for-three performance in a 
two-game sweep of Toronto, had an outstanding chance to tie the game 
late in the first when Perry’s tripping penalty was soon followed by a call 
against Paul Byron for crashing into Demko on a shorthanded charge to 
the net. 

The Canucks were given an 85-second 5-on-3. It was putrid. 

With their two-man advantage, the Canucks were unable to force Price to 
make a save. Miller forced a pass that turned into a Montreal clearance, 
and Horvat turned the wrong way with the puck, leading to another clear. 
Miller and Quinn Hughes, whose ice time of 30:21 included nearly all of 
overtime, had shots blocked. 

Maybe the Canucks felt shame because they looked dispirited to start the 
second period when the Canadiens pounded six straight shots on 
Demko. The Canadiens outhit the Canucks 11-1 during one stretch, 
which tells you which team was playing with energy and which wasn’t. 

Green roused his team by mixing lines, dropping Brock Boeser to the 
third unit from the first and pushing Gaudette up to play with Miller. 
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The Canucks started playing again. As you may have guessed from their 
post-game theme: they stuck with it. 

“It's just resiliency from our group and sticking with the process,” Horvat 
said. “(This) gives our group confidence. We know that we can do it, and 
beat any team. It took us a little bit to figure that out, figure out just to 
stick with the process and stick with our game. Obviously, we'd like to 
play with the lead instead of chasing. But for us to stick it out and do it 
again tonight definitely shows the character in the room.” 

“It’s a huge game for us,” Demko said. “We just want to keep getting 
better, keep building.” 

The Canucks and Canadiens play again Wednesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / For Maple Leafs and Matthews, primary concern is 
ensuring health for Cup run 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchrisMarch 8, 2021, 8:28 PM 

 

TORONTO -- A persistent right wrist injury is doing a better job of 
stopping Auston Matthews’s shots this season than North Division 
goaltenders. 

Matthews had 18 goals in 19 games when he used his hand to cushion 
the blow while sliding into the end boards during a Jan. 24 meeting 
against Calgary. That left him unable to take faceoffs for the rest of the 
night, but he played through the discomfort and earned assists on the 
tying and winning goals. 

Then he missed two games in Edmonton to start last week’s Western 
Canada road trip, returning for the final three while looking much closer 
to 75 per cent effectiveness than 100 per cent. 

Matthews was even shifted from his normal power-play position on the 
left flank to the bumper because he didn’t feel comfortable as a primary 
shooting option. He produced 15 shots on goal in the three games and 
hit a post, but head coach Sheldon Keefe conceded Monday that the 
Rocket Richard front-runner was limited while not adding any goals to his 
total. 

“Well it’s clear that it affects his shot,” said Keefe. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 
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That’s the most dangerous weapon in a toolbox spilling over with them. 

The reason the Leafs are comfortable having Matthews play through this 
particular ailment is because they don’t believe it will be made worse by 
doing so and they’re seeing him make other contributions to the cause. 

However, the compacted schedule is applying additional strain to his 
recovery. 

Matthews played back-to-back Wednesday and Thursday in Edmonton 
and Vancouver, and then again Saturday to close out the series with the 
Canucks. The Leafs flew home Sunday, practised Monday and will 
launch directly into a four-games-in-six-days stretch starting with 
Tuesday’s game against the Winnipeg Jets. 

“These games coming back, you’re playing quick,” said Matthews. “Every 
other day and stuff. You miss even a week, you’re missing three or four 
games and playing catch-up. I’m just trying to kind of find my rhythm 
back.” 

His legs and lungs have been there, but not his timing. 

As for the wrist and hand? 

“It’s been all right,” said Matthews. “I think I still need it to progress a bit.” 

Remaining Time -2:56 

Auston Matthews clearly still a bit bothered by nagging wrist injury 

Despite the setback, he’s still maintained a healthy lead in the overall 
goals race -- three up on Edmonton’s Connor McDavid and Montreal’s 
Tyler Toffoli, and four ahead of Chicago’s Alex DeBrincat. 

But as nice as the individual hardware would look on his trophy shelf, it’s 
not influencing the decision-making here: Matthews and the Leafs are 
much more concerned about being in the best position possible to 
challenge for the Stanley Cup. 

There’s a delicate balance to be struck when you have a cornerstone 
player that wants to be out there competing with his teammates, but the 
Leafs appear to have the luxury of giving him additional nights off, if 
needed, after a strong 18-6-2 start to the season. 

Keefe pointed out that Matthews still seems to be handling and passing 
the puck well even if he’s not shooting it with the usual zip. The coach 
didn’t sound like he had any trepidation about using him throughout the 
three-game series against the Jets. 

“You know so he’s dealing with a couple things,” said Keefe. “He’s been 
dealing with the mental effect that not being 100 per cent himself has on 
his game and then the fact he’s missed time. When you miss time you 
lose your rhythm and it throws you off a little bit. 

“He’s found ways to generate chances and shots, he’s made plays for his 
linemates, so he’s bringing a lot of positive things to us and I think in time 
it’s the type of injury that will heal itself. He’s just got to work his way 
through it.” 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! Livestream 
over 500 NHL games, blackout-free, plus the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

There is some hope on the horizon if Matthews can get through another 
busy week. After Sunday’s game in Ottawa, the Leafs have two four-day 
breaks upcoming and just three games on the schedule over an 11-day 
period. 

“We’ve got this week here and we’ve got some rest coming up next week 
so hopefully it just progresses throughout and just continues to feel 
better,” said Matthews. “I’d definitely like to get to see it heal a bit.” 

Let that be a warning to opposing goaltenders. 

PRACTICE NOTES: 

• Wayne Simmonds is back skating a little more than four weeks after 
suffering a broken wrist. He returned to the ice after having a cast 
removed while the team was on its recent road trip. Now it’s a matter of 
regaining function and getting comfortable handling and shooting pucks. 
The original six-week recovery timeline for Simmonds runs through 
March 20. 

• No. 2 goaltender Jack Campbell had “a really good day today,” 
according to Keefe. He’s been out a week after tweaking a previous 
lower-body injury and is listed as day-to-day. Campbell could be an 
option to back up Frederik Andersen on Tuesday night. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks mid-season report: Are playoffs still possible for 
Vancouver? 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetMarch 8, 2021, 10:49 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — The happiest three days of the Canucks’ season were 
the last three of their first half, when they swept two home games against 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, launching themselves into a second half of the 
schedule that will need to be historically good for Vancouver to return to 
the National Hockey League playoffs. 

The Canucks were so bad in the first half of the 56-game season, and 
especially the opening four weeks, that they probably need to win 19 of 
their final 28 games — or play .680 hockey — just to give themselves a 
chance at making the Stanley Cup tournament. 

This is extremely unlikely but not outright impossible the way the 
Canucks have played the last 12 games and goalie Thatcher Demko has 
played most of the season. Both are finally starting to get results. 

Even with Brock Boeser taking another step offensively and Quinn 
Hughes looking again like a future Norris Trophy candidate, Demko is 
easily the Canucks’ first-half MVP. 

After three dreadful starts to begin the season, when the Canucks’ 
systems play was chaotic and reckless, Demko has posted the fourth-
best save percentage in the league (.926, minimum eight games) since 
Jan. 23. Clear Sight Analytics' proprietary goaltending data, which 
analyzes an exhaustive number of factors for shot quality, shows Demko 
third in the NHL with 11.59 goals saved above expectation as of 
Saturday’s 4-2 win against the Leafs. 

Yes, the 25-year-old, first-year starter has been that good. He has lately 
and handily been outplaying his mentor and former Vancouver No. 1, 
Jacob Markstrom, whose start with the Calgary Flames had Canucks 
fans stoking their angst and the flames on their torches. 

But Demko will have to remain sensational, and get a heckuva lot more 
help from teammates than he did during the first half for the Canucks to 
salvage their season. 

More from Sportsnet 

Miller plays finest game to drive Canucks' comeback win over Maple 
Leafs 

Iain MacIntyre 

Maple Leafs 'have to look in the mirror' after being swept by Canucks 

Luke Fox 

Team record: 11-15-2 (6th in the North Division) 

Goals for: 2.86 per game (18th in the NHL) 

Goals against: 3.32 per game (28th in the NHL) 

Power play: 20.2 per cent (tied 18th in the NHL) 

Penalty kill: 81 per cent (14th in the NHL) 

Best surprise: No one expected Demko to reach Markstrom-level 
excellence in his first season, but this was always the Canucks’ 
succession plan. The Californian was the second goalie drafted in 2014 
and has been groomed for the top job in Vancouver since then. So, he’s 
not the Canucks’ biggest surprise. That still has to be rookie winger Nils 
Hoglander. 

A five-foot-nine, second-round pick from 2019, Hoglander not only made 
the NHL roster a month after turning 20 but has been a staple of coach 
Travis Green’s top six. And although the Swede has already endured a 
couple of scoring slumps, hitting the halfway mark with five goals and 11 
points in 28 games, Hoglander’s speedy tenacity and aggressiveness 
with the puck has been sharply consistent – as has been his ability to 
drive possession. 

Averaging 15:07 of ice time playing largely alongside Bo Horvat on the 
second line, Hoglander leads all regular skaters with a 52.7 shots-for 
percentage and a corresponding expected-goals-for percentage of 52.5. 
Hoglander may not become a star like new friend and countryman Elias 
Pettersson, but it looks like he could be an awfully good NHL player. 

Remaining Time -0:28 

Amazing shift by Nils Hoglander results in a goal 

Biggest disappointment: This category is like naming the coldest day in 
Greenland. Pettersson would have been an early candidate, but the 22-
year-old (currently out day-to-day with an upper body injury) has been 
better than credited the last six weeks. Linemate J.T. Miller has been 
erratic, getting more criticism for his body language than still-impressive 
scoring totals, but has been dominant in a lot of recent games. Youngish 
forwards Jake Virtanen and Adam Gaudette have disappeared 
offensively. But the Canucks’ biggest disappointment so far has to be 
goalie Braden Holtby. 

Signed as a free agent, ostensibly as Markstrom’s replacement but really 
to complement Demko in a netminding tandem, Holtby has been so badly 
outplayed by his junior partner that the 31-year-old former Vezina Trophy 
winner is now a distant No. 2. His first-half save percentage of .893 ranks 
42nd among 50 NHL goalies who have played at least eight games. After 
allowing a couple of suspect goals last week in a 5-2 loss to the 
Winnipeg Jets, Holtby admitted he may be thinking too much – possibly 
an indication that the relationship between him and goaltending coach 
Ian Clark is not the match made in heaven the Canucks were hoping for. 

For now, Holtby’s two-year, $8.6-million contract looks like yet another 
lead weight on the team’s salary cap. 

Remaining Time -2:06 

Benning on what has gone wrong with Canucks season so far 

Biggest question for the second half: What will Jim Benning do? 

The Canucks general manager was widely excoriated on social media for 
his state-of-the-union virtual press conference on Friday, asking fans for 
more patience and saying he is managing “day by day” ahead of the April 
12 trade deadline. Unvarnished, Benning rarely does himself much good 
in these public-speaking exercises. But is the GM really going to say five 
weeks before the deadline: “I’m planning to blow up the team and trade a 
bunch of guys, but I’d sure like them to keep playing hard and winning 
games until I do”? 

The Canucks have several impending unrestricted free agents who, in 
any normal year, would have value as rentals to playoff-bound teams: 
Alex Edler, Tanner Pearson, Brandon Sutter, Jordie Benn and Travis 
Hamonic. Undermined by a series of bad contracts he signed for veteran 
role players, Benning also needs do everything he can to clear cap space 
for what should be monster second contracts for Pettersson and Hughes, 
which is why he has been trying hard to find a taker for Virtanen. 

If the Canucks are out of the playoff race at the deadline – as they are 
out of it at this point – will they finally be sellers and leverage outgoing 
players for assets that might help them in the future? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' loss a tough pill to swallow, but progress under 
Ducharme continues 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsMarch 9, 2021, 2:30 AM 

 

Two things immediately come to mind in the aftermath of the Montreal 
Canadiens' most complete effort since their last one against the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

First, Jake Allen saying, after a 2-1 loss to the Winnipeg Jets on Feb. 27, 
that when Craig Berube took over from Mike Yeo and went on to coach 
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the St. Louis Blues to the 2019 Stanley Cup, it took a good two weeks for 
him and his teammates to all get on the same page and on board with 
the plan the new coach was selling. The second is Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme, two days later—and just five after taking over for 
head coach Claude Julien—saying his team was ahead of schedule in 
adopting his strategies. 

It would be easy to lose sight of the progress the Canadiens have made 
since after a 2-1 shootout loss to the Canucks. This was a game Carey 
Price and the Canadiens deserved, one they had stolen away by a 
mistake in the final minute that wasn’t even egregious and a breakaway 
move in the shootout Bo Horvat deserves full credit for, and that had to 
be tough to swallow. 

But what the Canadiens should take out of it was that for a third 
consecutive game, after his struggles cost his goaltending coach 
Stephane Waite his job last week, Price was nearly perfect. What they 
should be able to build on was their efficiency on the power play, where 
Jeff Petry’s goal gave them a 1-0 lead. 

Another takeaway was how they played on the penalty kill, stifling over a 
minute of 5-on-3 pressure from the Canucks towards the end of the first 
period. And what they should harness is the way they controlled the 
game over the first 59 minutes—hounding the Canucks on the forecheck 
and backcheck and giving them very little breathing room—because that 
is exactly how Ducharme wants them to play. 

“I thought we deserved better,” said Phillip Danault. “If we play the same 
every game, we give ourselves a chance to win every game.” 

You often hear stuff like that when a team plays well but loses, but just as 
important as this being accurate is the fact that Danault and the rest of 
the Canadiens feel that way. 

There’s no time to be discouraged. Not with the schedule as jammed as 
it is, and certainly not with as much on the line as there is each night in 
the North-Division race. 

The Canucks pulled to within three points of the Canadiens while the 
Edmonton Oilers jumped three ahead with a win over the Ottawa 
Senators. Both teams are giving up several games in hand to Montreal, 
but they’re forcing the Canadiens to make the best of that opportunity 
and forcing them to not wallow over a game they lost but should’ve won. 

The Canadiens had their chances at a convincing win Monday. Tyler 
Toffoli, who has 15 goals this season, missed a hat trick of them. 
Brendan Gallagher’s four shots were stopped. And the NHL’s second 
star of last week, Thatcher Demko, matched Price save for save and 
made one more in the shootout. 

But when Petry said, “I think the style of play was the way we want to 
play,” boy, was he ever right. And it’s been building since Ducharme took 
over, with the team having taken six of eight points available in the 
standings over its four games coming into Monday’s at Rogers Arena, 
with a power play that’s been humming along at over 40 per cent under 
new assistant coach and former Canucks player Alex Burrows, and with 
a penalty kill that has eliminated more than 80 per cent of the 
opposition’s chances. 

Even in overtime, where the Canadiens have now failed to generate a 
goal in each of their seven attempts, there was improvement on this 
night. 

“It wasn’t perfect,” said Ducharme, but he also rightfully pointed to a 
puck-possession strategy being implemented that could bear fruit soon. 
One that would’ve worked better if not for two loose plays in which the 
Canadiens turned over the puck while they were in full control of it. 

Remaining Time -1:47 

Demko major reason for Canucks' recent success 

It’s why when Price was asked what the team could do better there, he 
sarcastically laughed and said, “Score first, probably.” 

Outside of that, and the missed chances to make this one a laugher, the 
Canadiens built on the good they established in a 7-1 win over the Jets 
last Saturday. 

“We’re just eliminating plays,” said Price. “Trying to eliminate their speed. 
When you’re on top of your game and you’re working in unison, the 
system works.” 

And when it broke down, there was Price. He turned three top-quality 
chances from Canucks sniper Brock Boeser aside and made other hard 
saves on Boeser’s teammates look easy. 

An overaggressive play from the Canadiens in the neutral zone left Adam 
Gaudette some room with Demko on the bench and the Canucks skating 
6-on-5. The Vancouver sniper wired a slap shot from inside the circle that 
clanked off the far post and went in to tie the game 1-1 with 41 seconds 
to play. 

Ducharme called it “the perfect shot from where he shot it.” 

“The percentage of that puck going in is not really high, but it did,” he 
added. 

But the coach also said this about how Montreal played the game: “I 
don’t think we gave them much tonight... 

“Without the puck, the way we’re coming back and applying pressure, 
forcing plays and creating turnovers, we’re doing a good job. So a lot of 
good things… 

“We’ll be back on Wednesday and making sure we take what we’ve done 
in the last four-five games and we keep making it better.” 

The Canadiens hadn’t played as well since a 5-3 win over the Canucks at 
the Bell Centre on Feb. 2. 

In truth, they played better in this one, and did so against a Vancouver 
team that has been much better of late. And if they play as well against 
the Canucks in less 48 hours, they’ll walk away winners. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers slowly becoming less fragile as they grind out win 
over Senators 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecMarch 9, 2021, 1:40 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It was one of those games that you’ll only remember if 
you lose. 

A 3-2 win over last place Ottawa? It was already fading from our 
memories by bedtime Monday, just another two points collected from a 
team you were supposed to beat, right? 

Yeah, that’s how you and I look at a game like this one, as the last place 
Senators lost their fifth straight to Edmonton this season. If the actual 
players were to approach the game like that, well, we’d let’s just say we’d 
likely remember the outcome. 

So there were the Oilers, defending like mad in the final moments of a 
one-goal game with the Sens goalie pulled, calmly limiting Ottawa to 
barely a sniff until the final horn sounded. 

Home of the Oilers 

Stream every Edmonton Oilers game this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“I like the way we don’t get flustered at the end. There are people in 
shooting lanes, you win some battles on the wall,” said Oilers head coach 
Dave Tippett. “We knew we were going to have to play the whole 60 to 
win this game, right until there was a bouncing puck that came with about 
four seconds left. 

“The goal is to get two points. Now we re-rack and get ready for Game 
2.” 
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Three in a row at home against the Senators this week. 

Remember how the last three-game opponent went for Edmonton? 
Yeah, this is Leafs redemption week for Edmonton, a team that has now 
won two 3-2 games in a row in which the opponent scored the first goal 
of the game. 

Slowly, methodically, this Edmonton team is becoming more chilled. Less 
fragile. 

Mikko Koskinen lets in a stinker 56 seconds into the game? 

“It’s early. Stuff happens,” said Kyle Turris. “You can’t get rattled by that. 
You still have lots of time left. A full game to play.” 

And so they began to grind down the Sens, a team that is ultimately 
grindable. Ottawa would get five more shots on net in that first period, 
none of them dangerous, as the Oilers skaters gave their goalie time to 
recover from yet another shaky start. By night’s end, he had limited the 
opponent to two goals, the very definition of “giving your team a chance 
to win” in today’s NHL. 

“Our group is learning how to use the whole 60 minutes to find ways to 
win games,” said Alex Chiasson, who sniped a lovely powerplay goal. He 
came from the Stanley Cup champion Washington Capitals three 
seasons ago and has watched his new team take baby steps towards 
where Washington was, learning about resiliency, integrity, mental 
toughness and culture. 

“Those aspects don’t happen overnight,” Chiasson said. “It’s been a work 
in progress here in the last three years. We’ve added some key pieces, 
and I think we’re learning on a nightly basis how to play those games. 
Our group, we stay in the fight and find ways to win games when we may 
not be our best right off the bat. It’s good to see our group maturing, 
finding ways to win games.” 

So Koskinen coughs up a lame one in the opening minute. But Kailer 
Yamamoto got that one back at 7:03 when he deflected a Darnell Nurse 
point shot. Then Chiasson rips one top corner on a powerplay six 
minutes into the second. Draisaitl follows with a lovely wrist shot past 
Joey Daccord eight minutes later, and this Oilers team has three goals — 
enough goals to win, now. 

“We gave up two goals that were both kinda tough,” Tippett said. “One’s 
a deflection, and the first one just squeaks in. But we were all right.” 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 
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Kyle’s Smiles 

The season, thus far, has been just this side of a disaster for Kyle Turris. 

Signed to a two-year, UFA deal where the Oilers are paying him $1.65 
million on top of the $3 million buy-out dollars coming from Nashville, 
Turris found himself in the press box of late. He was supposed to be the 
third-line centre here, but Jujhar Khaira took his gig. Then Gaetan Haas, 
who is faster and younger, claimed the 4C job. 

So Turris floated from centre to wing, where he had a bigger impact in 
Monday’s game than any other game this season. 

“I thought I played better tonight, just creating chances,” said the 
humbled first-rounder. “I haven’t been playing well, so I’ve got to turn 
things around. I played a bit better tonight.” 

Forget the salary‚ these guys are proud people. It’s not easy coming to a 
team like this and failing, the way Turris has so far. 

On Monday he made three passes that created Grade A scoring chances 
for Khaira, Chiasson, and Draisaitl, who buried it for the game-winner. 
Who knows? Maybe it’s the start of something for a buy-out guy whose 
career is hanging out there. 

“I’m just trying to work on simple things,” Turris said. “Having more jump; 
just being harder on battles. Just having the puck more, so I can start to 

create. I feel like I’ve had more jump lately, and tonight things were going 
in the right direction.” 

“That’s the Kyle Turris that I knew,” said Tippett, who had Turris in 
Arizona many moons ago. “He’d make three or four real good plays in a 
game — his skill level is real strong. It’s good to see him feeling good 
about having the puck and finding ways to make plays, and finding ways 
to make those pays count.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Jury Still Out 

What did Tippett think of his experiment of putting McDavid and Draisaitl 
on a line together, rather than having them centre their own lines? 

“A work in progress,” Tippett said after the game. 

That’s coach-speak for, “I don’t like it yet, but I may not be finished 
looking at it.” 

McDavid had two assists and Draisaitl the game-winner, but for the most 
part, they weren’t points derived from great chemistry between the two 
star centremen. Tippett was tepid about the whole affair in his postgame 
comments. 

“There are certain things that happen during a game, where you’re 
looking at different rhythms and different parts of the game where you 
need certain kinds of players on the ice, and it’s a bit of a change with 
McDavid and Draisaitl playing together,” he admitted. 

Asked to clarify if he didn’t like the two players’ work, or how it affected 
his 12-man forward unite, he said it was the latter. 

“The whole lineup, all the way through it. The rhythm of your lineup,” 
Tippett said. 
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By Emily Sadler 

 

On March 1, 2020, Sportsnet unveiled our first-ever edition of The 25 
Most Powerful Women in Hockey. It was a project meant to shine a light 
on and celebrate women in all parts of the game, and also to etch an 
image of hockey’s landscape at a specific point in time through the lens 
of the women shaping it. 

Two weeks later, that landscape drastically changed when COVID-19 
grabbed hold of the globe. Sports hit the pause button. Seasons were 
postponed, then cut short, and our attentions quickly turned from when 
our favourite game could return to if. 

Thankfully hockey did return and when it did, important conversations 
came with it: Conversations about hockey’s place in society, about its 
seeming inability to address issues of racism and inequality in meaningful 
ways, and about the need for the game to grow — in every sense of the 
word. 

The women highlighted here are steering that growth and pressing on in 
what has been the most challenging year on record — a year of empty 
arenas and forging connections from afar, of challenging norms and 
adapting on the fly, and of laying the groundwork for a return not to 
normalcy but to something better. These are the newsmakers, culture-
shifters, team-builders, and progress-shapers who led the way in 2020 
and will keep pushing hockey forward in the year ahead. 

WHEN WE TALK about hockey, and power within it, the conversation 
often focuses on the growth of the game. But, what does that really 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2021 

 

mean? Making the sport more accessible through grassroots initiatives? 
Expanding its reach and popularity by attracting new fans and 
audiences? Of course. But as we all now understand, those efforts alone 
aren’t enough. 

Hockey’s power brokers have never meaningfully engaged with issues of 
race and racism, but this year, the game was finally forced to look inward 
and begin to acknowledge how badly it’s failed BIPOC communities. 
What followed were expressions of contrition, of a desire to learn and 
grow, and some promise for a future that brings a shift in culture. Now it’s 
time to walk the walk. 

At the centre of this all is Kim Davis. The highest-ranking Black executive 
in the NHL’s league office, Davis’s role was thrust into the spotlight last 
summer as the Black Lives Matter movement pushed the league and its 
fans to take that hard look in the mirror. 

“The NHL has long used the phrase ‘Hockey Is For Everyone,’ not as a 
statement of today’s reality, but as an expression of our vulnerability and 
a vision for our future,” Davis wrote in a personal essay published on 
NHL.com last June. “While the game is not renowned for its diversity, I 
believe it is nonetheless poised to become the most inclusive sport in the 
world.” 

A few months later, Davis and the NHL unveiled a multi-faceted plan 
outlining how they intend to make that potential a reality. Among the 
plans of action are partnerships with the NHLPA, the establishment of the 
Player Inclusion Committee, mandatory diversity training for players, 
mentorship programs for BIPOC players at the grassroots level, a 
confidential hotline for reporting misconduct and unethical behaviour, and 
much more. Those initiatives have been met with optimism, but Davis 
and the league will continue to be put under the microscope on these 
issues as the game on the ice moves on. 

“Her time is now,” says NHLPA director of player health and safety Maria 
Dennis, who works closely with Davis on inclusion efforts through the 
female hockey advisory committee. “I’m so glad that she’s in hockey at 
this point in time, because I think it’s a perfect opportunity to draw on her 
skillset. Because she’s a great leader and she can create a lot of 
initiatives that do a lot of good in this world – not just hockey.” 

IN HER ROLE overseeing the NHL’s marketing, communications and 
social media strategies, Browning is constantly trying to find a balance 
between hockey’s penchant for promoting the name on the front of the 
sweater and the growing demand from fans to know more about the 
name on the back. “There’s been a tectonic shift in the world of sports, 
where fans are following athletes first, then clubs, and then leagues,” she 
told Sportsnet’s Chris Simpson. “Fans really want to feel personally 
connected to the players and when you have that personal connection, 
you’re more invested in the sport.” 

With the 2019–20 season on pause and everyone at home last spring, 
social media went from being an integral link in the player-fan connection 
to the only one. Browning found herself with a unique opportunity to offer 
fans a glimpse into the lives of NHL players with a series of Zoom chats 
and virtual player availabilities. Suddenly, we were seeing inside players’ 
homes and getting video bombed by their kids and dogs, putting a face 
and a personality to the stars we’ve known only through their stat lines. 
“One of the small bright spots during the pause was that, for the first 
time, we had 611 players post on social media around a variety of topics 
around their lives,” says Browning. “It was such an extraordinary moment 
for our fans to get to know our players on a more personal basis.” 

Another massive opportunity for growth moving forward: gaming. 

“This is an opportunity for us to really expand beyond our audiences,” 
she told Simpson. “Our players are gamers, our fans are gamers. It’s an 
opportunity to cross-pollinate with other influencers, whether they’re 
gaming influencers, other athletes from other leagues, or fans, and this is 
going to continue to be a big part of our future.” 

Remaining Time -4:00 

Heidi Browning explains how diversity of experience brings on diversity of 
thought 

“HAVE YOU EVER thought about being a scout?” 

That was the question from Los Angeles Kings president Luc Robitaille 
that set Blake Bolden on a new hockey path. 

It was November 2019, and Bolden was at a Kings game as a special 
guest with the Black Girl Hockey Club. The two former pro players 
started talking hockey and, a few months and a couple of interviews later, 
Bolden was officially named the Kings’ new AHL Pacific Region scout — 
the first Black woman to be a pro scout with an NHL organization, and 
the second woman behind the Seattle Kraken’s Cammi Granato. 

Bolden is no stranger to making history — she’s the first Black woman to 
be selected in the first round of a CWHL draft, the first to play 
professional hockey in the NWHL, and she won league championships in 
both — and her life motto is right there in her name: Be Bold. 

In addition to using her growing platform to influence young BIPOC 
players and women getting into the game, she also dedicates time to 
coaching and mentoring girls through Blake Bolden Athletics, helping 
young players develop the mental side of their game. And just last 
month, she unveiled the first-ever female stick line in partnership with 
Verbero: 

(Anyone who’s seen Bolden’s elite shot understands she’s serious about 
her hockey sticks.) 

A prominent force around the game, Bolden has also emerged as a 
leading voice in anti-racism efforts. In addition to her scouting role with 
the Kings, she’s the club’s growth and inclusion specialist, and is also 
part of the The Alliance: Los Angeles, which includes all 11 L.A. pro 
teams sharing a common goal of eradicating systemic racism in the 
community. She’s also lending her voice to the PWHPA’s efforts for 
women’s hockey, and just recently hopped into the broadcast booth for 
the opening weekend of The Secret Dream Gap Tour. Her colour 
commentary in New York provided sharp insight and context to the 
women’s game — on the ice and overall. 

Bolden is everywhere. And as we continue to learn with her every move, 
her journey is not so much about where hockey has taken her but where 
she is taking the game. 

Remaining Time -2:38 

Blake Bolden adding different perspective since joining Kings as a pro 
scout 

SHE’S BRIGHT, she’s one of the hockey world’s most underrated stars, 
and she’s about to release the Kraken. 

This June will mark two years since Mandrycky became one of the very 
first hires in Seattle’s front office. A month after that, the foundation she 
built will be filled with a roster of players and a cupboard full of promising 
prospects through the expansion and entry drafts. 

Under her guidance, and with a heavy influence from her background in 
analytics, that foundation took shape with an emphasis on diversity — be 
it backgrounds, identities, experience or ideas — and a desire to 
combine outside-the-box thinking with traditional hockey minds. 

She’s set the tone, and soon we’ll see the vision she helped create with 
the rest of the club’s builders come to life when the Kraken hit the ice for 
their inaugural season in 2021–22. 

ON FEBRUARY 27, the PWHPA officially dropped the puck on The 
Secret Dream Gap Tour, finally marking the organization’s return after 
being sidelined a year by the COVID-19 pandemic. The highlight of the 
weekend was a historic matchup at Madison Square Garden – the first 
professional women’s hockey game played at the legendary arena. 

Hefford serves as the face of the PWHPA, an organization comprised of 
more than 120 of the world’s best women’s hockey players, and its 
ongoing campaign to push for the creation of one unified, sustainable pro 
league. 

She also represents the growing support behind that campaign. The 
Tour’s title sponsor, Secret, pledged $1 million to the cause back in 
November, officially opening the door for the organization to hit the road 
for another tour and up the stakes with cash prizes for the winning teams 
in the tournament-style stops. Other major brands have also come on 
board by sponsoring each of the organization’s five regional teams 
(Toronto, Montreal, Calgary, Minnesota and New Hampshire). 
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Partnerships with NHL teams, starting with the New York Rangers, 
Chicago Blackhawks and Toronto Maple Leafs, will see the PWHPA’s 
players take to NHL ice in more markets and broadcast on major national 
networks, including NHL Network in the U.S. and Sportsnet in Canada. 

“Take a moment to look up at the most iconic ceiling in all of sports and 
entertainment,” tennis legend Billie Jean King, whose Women’s Sports 
Foundation sponsors the New Hampshire-based chapter, said in an 
address from the MSG stands during the Tour stop, “because you’re 
about to bust through it.” 

Remaining Time -1:37 

PWHPA players make history becoming first women to play professional 
hockey game at Madison Square Garden 

BORN INTO BASEBALL, Tumminia built a successful career in 
America’s national pastime and only officially made the transition from 
the ball diamond to the rink last year. When she did, though, she didn’t 
just dip a toe — she dove right in… during a global pandemic. 

As chairwoman of the Toronto Six when it launched last April, Tumminia 
played a key role in expanding the U.S.-based National Women’s Hockey 
League (currently the lone women’s pro league in North America) and 
instantly cultivated a passionate fanbase in a market that’s already 
flooded with options for sports fans. That she also introduced Toronto to 
the legendary Digit Murphy, president and head coach of the Six, was 
perhaps her biggest gift to the city. 

October brought a change in NWHL leadership and the adoption of a 
new governance model. League founder Dani Rylan Kearney stepped 
down as commissioner to oversee the process of establishing 
independent ownerships for four of the clubs, and Tumminia took the 
reins. 

Her top priority was clear: To get the NWHL back on the ice and continue 
the growth of the game. The launch of the league’s micro-season, a two-
week campaign beginning Jan. 23 at the historic Herb Brooks Arena in 
Lake Placid, N.Y., had excitement at an all-time high. Tumminia’s 
specialty is in marketing, fan engagement and forming large-scale 
sponsor partnerships, and in all three areas she thrived: A massive deal 
with Discover was announced at the beginning of the season, viewing 
numbers via Twitch rose every game, and a broadcast deal with NBC 
Sports would have seen the league’s playoffs get a national audience in 
the U.S. 

A COVID-19 outbreak ultimately cut the season short, however, leaving 
Tumminia’s ambitious vision for the comeback incomplete, for now. 

She now holds the keys to what’s next. 

WE DON’T YET know the full financial ramifications of the pandemic on 
the NHL, but as commissioner Gary Bettman said back in January, 
“We’re out of the M range [millions of dollars lost] and into the B 
[billions].” 

As a top executive working across all business areas of the league office, 
Cohig has worked with clubs to navigate the uncertainty that 
accompanies empty rinks. Bubbling up in Edmonton and Toronto during 
last summer’s return-to-play meant identifying new ways for teams to 
optimize fan engagement and in-venue partner activations without the 
benefit of home-ice advantage during a long Stanley Cup run — and 
(mostly) empty rinks in 2020–21 present similar challenges. 

Now, as some markets gradually open up to fans, Cohig and her team 
have played a central role in developing the extensive guest-experience 
protocol teams must follow to ensure the health and safety of those in 
attendance. 

Cohig is constantly looking ahead and anticipating the business needs of 
all 31 teams, and this year that includes the launch of a 32nd. A key part 
of the incredible debut of the Vegas Golden Knights in 2017, Cohig 
practically wrote the book on best business practises for expansion. The 
Kraken present an entirely different challenge — surely, a few new 
chapters. 

THE HEALTH AND SAFETY of NHL players is always Maria Dennis’s 
top priority. Suddenly, last March, on top of her usual duties, Dennis and 
the rest of the world had a global pandemic to contend with, too. 
“Basically, it was all hands on deck,” she says. “We all had to mobilize.” 

With the hockey world on pause, Dennis and her NHLPA team, in 
collaboration with the NHL, assembled a team of lawyers, medical 
consultants, and infectious disease specialists to tackle the immense 
challenge of figuring out how hockey could return safety. 

“We had a lot of people involved. I give credit to a lot of people in my 
office who helped work on all these protocols,” says Dennis, who 
represented the players’ association on-site in the Edmonton bubble last 
summer. 

Following the resounding success of the NHL’s return-to-play over the 
summer, a new season has brought a whole new set of health and safety 
challenges outside of the safe confines of a quarantined environment, 
and a whole new set of protocols to best address them. 

“Each club has a different set of rules they have to comply with — not 
just the NHL protocol, but also their local public health protocols,” says 
Dennis. “So, it’s a constant communication with them to make sure 
everybody’s in compliance.” 

NURSE WAS 15 when she first learned about Angela James, who during 
her playing career broke gender and racial barriers and helped inspire 
other women and Black players to get into the game. “She sounded like 
an absolute beast on the ice. She sounded like she could take over 
games when she decided to turn it on and she seemed like such a 
dominant force, and that’s something that I have wanted to do in my own 
hockey career,” Nurse said of James during a Sportsnet interview back in 
2019. “I think she was so ahead of her time.” 

Two decades after James last hit the ice in competition, we’re still seeing 
the Hall of Famer’s legacy unfold in rinks across the nation. In the 
decades to come, the same will likely be said about Nurse. 

The PWHPA member and Team Canada forward may still be sidelined 
from competition due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but her work never 
stops. A crucial part of Team Canada’s next wave of on-ice leaders, 
Nurse has also taken on a vital role with the PWHPA, and was appointed 
to the organization’s board in September. Last May, she stepped up 
again as one of hockey’s first to speak out against racial injustice in the 
wake of the killing of George Floyd. 

A true triple-threat, she’s also beginning to forge a career in broadcast — 
she and teammate Natalie Spooner have both appeared on regional 
Sportsnet NHL panels increasingly over the past year. 

A living example of the power of representation, her likeness was even 
translated this past year into a special-edition Barbie in collaboration with 
Tim Hortons. 

OF NORTH AMERICA’S four major professional leagues, the NHL is the 
only one that has yet to break the gender barrier in coaching. Lindsay 
Artkin is on a mission to change that. In addition to her daily 
responsibilities providing support and assistance to NHL coaches and 
overseeing all the association’s marketing and communication initiatives, 
Artkin is building a pipeline to get women behind the bench by enlisting 
the help of NHL coaches as mentors. The NHLCA unveiled its Female 
Coaches Development Program exactly one year ago and is wrapping up 
its first campaign this spring. 

Among the program’s many current participants are Emily Engel-Natzke, 
who was hired as a video coach for the AHL’s Hershey Bears in 
November; Ryerson Rams assistant coach Kori Cheverie, the first and 
only woman behind the bench of a U Sports men’s hockey team; Kelsey 
Koelzer, who was tabbed in 2019 to launch Arcadia University’s women’s 
program; and former Team USA captain Meghan Duggan. 

Not everyone shares the same goal of breaking into the NHL, but the 
opportunity to exchange ideas and implement new methods into each 
coach’s community is something that benefits the game at all levels. 

The program is an extension of the organization’s coaching mentorship 
program, which gives up-and-coming coaches access to those in the 
NHL and AHL and gives mentees an opportunity to learn and build a 
network. Last summer, Artkin launched yet another branch of the 
program, specifically focused on BIPOC coaches. 

HER PLAYING CAREER has taken her to the tops of podiums around 
the globe. She’s skated (quickly!) on NHL rinks and called shots from the 
sidelines in San Jose as she dipped her toes into the broadcast pool. 
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Now, one of women’s hockey’s biggest stars is back where it all began 
as she takes on her next challenge in the game: Coaching. 

In November, the Chicago Blackhawks announced the hiring of Coyne 
Schofield as a development coach, making the Illinois native the first 
woman to hold such a position with the Blackhawks and just the second 
female development coach in league history, after Hayley Wickenheiser 
(Maple Leafs). In addition to working with the rebuilding team’s AHL 
prospects in Rockford and sharing scouting reports with the big club, 
Coyne Schofield is also the team’s youth hockey growth specialist. 

Of course, her playing days are far from over. Coyne Schofield recently 
ended a year-long hiatus (due to COVID-19) when she and fellow 
American stars including Brianna Decker, Hilary Knight and Amanda 
Kessel, hit the ice in New York and Chicago as part of The Secret Dream 
Gap Tour. In May, she’ll lead Team USA to the women’s world 
championship in Halifax and Truro, N.S. on the hunt for a fifth 
consecutive gold in the tournament after last year’s edition was 
cancelled. 

With Coyne Schofield picking up where she left off, the growth of the 
women’s game can continue to progress – and fast. 

HOCKEY NEEDS RENEE HESS. 

As the founder of Black Girl Hockey Club, Hess is creating space for 
Black women in the game. And what started as a series of meetups with 
club members at NHL games has become a multi-faceted organization 
that is pushing the sport forward at all levels. 

In the past year, Hess and BGHC have promoted dialogue led by 
change-makers with a series of virtual events and urged players, 
coaches, teams, fans, media members and executives to align in the 
fight to end racism and #GetUncomfortable with an online pledge 
campaign. The organization has also made it possible for Black girls and 
women across the globe to get into the game by helping reduce cost 
barriers with a scholarship program. 

Strong partnerships with players and collaborations with teams — 
including the creation of co-branded toques with the Seattle Kraken, with 
all proceeds going to BGHC scholarships — have helped thrust Hess into 
the hockey spotlight, which is exactly where she belongs. 

Remaining Time -18:39 

How Renee Hess became a powerful voice in the movement to change 
hockey culture 

EXACTLY ONE YEAR AGO, Cassie Campbell-Pascall was seated high 
above the ice in the Calgary Flames’ broadcast booth helping make 
history. To her right was Leah Hextall, calling play-by-play as the home 
team hosted the Vegas Golden Knights — the first woman to do so for a 
major national NHL broadcast in Canada. Producing the game was a 
team made up mostly of women — a landmark broadcast on 
International Women’s Day. 

“There is no one person who’s a better teammate in a broadcast booth 
than her,” Hextall says of Campbell-Pascall. “Cassie gives me confidence 
when I lack it.” 

A staunch supporter of women’s hockey and national team consultant, 
the former Team Canada forward and Olympian has also become a 
mainstay on Hockey Night in Canada. That young viewers today are 
growing up seeing her breaking down plays and chiming in on all matters 
of the game every Saturday night is yet another way Campbell-Pascall is 
propelling the game forward. 

“I can’t put into words how much I respect Cassie as a professional and a 
person,” says Hextall. “And the best part is, she calls me her friend — 
now that’s cool.” 

IN NOVEMBER, Kim Ng made history with Major League Baseball’s 
Miami Marlins when she became the first female general manager in any 
major North American professional league. It’s only natural to wonder 
when the NBA, NFL and NHL will catch up, and who will be the ones to 
put the hammer to those glass ceilings. 

Women cannot open these doors alone, though. It takes a lot of time and 
a conscious effort by those in power to help build these talent pipelines. 

But progress is being made and, over in Switzerland, Florence Schelling 
is leading by example. 

Last April, Schelling was named general manager of SC Bern in the 
Swiss professional league, the first (and currently only) female GM of a 
top-level professional men’s hockey team. A legend in the blue paint in 
her home country, the 31-year-old retired goaltender suited up for the 
Swiss women’s national team for 15 years and appeared in 11 world 
championships and four Olympic Games during her illustrious playing 
career. Since hanging up her skates in 2018, Schelling — who holds a 
Master’s degree in Business Administration — has coached at the club 
and international levels and was head coach of the Swiss women’s U-18 
team at the world juniors in 2019–20. Now at the helm of a struggling SC 
Bern, Schelling’s navigation of the revival of a roster and an ongoing 
global pandemic makes her not just one of hockey’s most powerful 
women, but also one of its busiest. 

NOT SO LONG AGO, Tinker felt like she’d fallen out of love with hockey. 
The game to which she’d dedicated so much of her life too often left her 
feeling isolated and alone. 

“I honestly wasn’t thinking about playing pro,” Tinker told Sportsnet’s 
Tara Slone during a recent episode of Top of Her Game. “My whole 
senior season at Yale, I was kind of done with the game. I didn’t want it 
anymore, I didn’t want to be at the rink. I wasn’t having fun.” 

A change of heart, with the encouragement of her coach, led to the 
Oshawa-born defender being drafted fourth overall by the NWHL’s New 
Jersey-based Metropolitan Riveters. In the year since her arrival on the 
pro hockey scene, Tinker has become a leading voice in discussing 
diversity within the game and, through her partnership with the Black Girl 
Hockey Club, has raised more than $30,000 for the organization’s 
scholarship program. 

Though Tinker’s rookie campaign was ultimately cut short due to a 
COVID outbreak, her impact continues to reverberate throughout not just 
the NWHL but all of hockey. 

A LEADER IN hockey analytics and a champion of women in the growing 
field, Chayka’s work didn’t stop when hockey did last March. Instead, she 
teamed up with fellow stats guru Alison Lukan to host a series of virtual 
panel discussions called Hockey (Analytics) Night in Canada, a gathering 
place for the statistically inclined and others looking to learn. 

In addition to being a booming industry and an area of huge growth in 
hockey operations departments around the globe, analytics has also 
become one of the most diverse sectors of the game with a surge of 
women making waves. The introduction of the NHL’s long-awaited puck 
and player technology, while it has seen some hiccups caused by COVID 
concerns and equipment issues, brings more attention to this dimension 
of the game and is a result of the growing appetite for it. 

“I think it’s adapt or die at this point, honestly,” Chayka says of the ever-
evolving tech sphere. “But I also think that it’ll be very good for hockey 
and you’ll see a lot of fresh new faces, a lot of different perspectives 
come into the game.” 

Chayka has also stepped up to offer Stathletes’ services to women’s 
tournaments and leagues, including most recently the NWHL, providing 
the kind of insights women’s hockey hasn’t had before. 

It’s inevitable we’ll see the use of analytics expand even more in the 
coming months, particularly in reaction to ongoing COVID restrictions 
and their impact on scouting and development. 

“Especially now — you can’t be in an arena, you can’t scout, you can’t 
travel. The draft is an issue, player development is an issue,” says 
Chayka. “How do you bridge that gap? Well, it’s data.” 

Remaining Time -4:57 

How Stathletes' Meghan Chayka has made her mark in the tech & 
hockey worlds 

WHO’S READY FOR a rematch? 

The 2020 IIHF Women’s World Championship, scheduled to begin last 
March, was one of hockey’s first casualties of COVID-19. Now, two of the 
world’s best players, each representing one side of the sport’s finest 
rivalry, are set to hit the IIHF stage once again when the tournament 
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returns to Nova Scotia May 6 to 16. There’s a little extra on the line, too, 
with the 2022 Olympic Winter Games in Beijing now less than a year 
away. 

Can Canada break Team USA’s golden streak? The last time Canada 
claimed gold against the U.S., it was off Poulin’s stick at the 2014 
Olympics in Sochi. What followed was four straight world championship 
golds for the Americans punctuated with Olympic gold in PyeongChang 
in 2018. 

Fierce opponents on the international stage, Knight and Poulin also 
represent a united front when it comes to the growth of women’s hockey 
through their backing of the PWHPA. 

BEFORE 2020, Hayley Wickenheiser was a hockey hero. When COVID-
19 hit, Wickenheiser emerged as a hero of a different kind. The long-time 
Team Canada star and Hall of Famer is now on the frontlines of the 
pandemic as she completes medical school, and when a nationwide 
personal protective equipment shortage among frontline workers arose, 
Wickenheiser stepped up and used her platform (alongside friend Ryan 
Reynolds) to call for donations to help Canada conquer COVID-19. 

Wickenheiser’s legacy as a player is solidified as one of the game’s best 
ever, but her career in hockey continues as one of the few women 
working in an NHL player development department. Hired by the Maple 
Leafs in August 2018 to work with prospects, we’ve since seen another 
women’s hockey great, Coyne Schofield, follow in her footsteps. 

THESE DAYS, brand identity and fan engagement are almost as 
important to the success of a franchise as the product on the ice. And 
love ’em or love to hate ’em, the Flyers are thriving in both. As a surge of 
young stars revitalizes the lineup and Philly’s status as a contender, 
Valerie Camillo is breathing new life into the brand made famous by the 
Broad Street Bullies of the 1970s. 

Camillo’s kingdom covers just about everything around the game. She 
directs all business activities for the organization from arena operations 
(including a massive, $300-million overhaul to significantly improve the 
fan experience) to revenue strategies, marketing and everything in 
between. 

Of course, she’s not doing it alone. Four of the seven executives 
reporting directly to Camillo are women, as are some of the brightest 
minds behind the brand — including director of fan experience Cindy 
Stutman, senior manager of digital media (and Gritty’s boss!) Christine 
Mina, and director of hospitality Mandy Bauer (the brains behind the 
Flyers’ ‘Rage Room’ at the rink and other millennial-centric arena 
initiatives that were a huge hit pre-COVID). 

The former chief revenue and marketing officer of the Washington 
Nationals, Camillo joined the Flyers in January 2019, becoming the first 
woman hired as an NHL team president. And though women are still 
scarce in hockey operations departments around the league, she is part 
of a recent wave — including Chicago’s Jaime Faulkner and Pittsburgh’s 
Jenny Darling — taking the reins on the business side. 

DON’T LET THE standings deceive you — the Chicago Blackhawks are 
technically in the midst of a rebuild. In addition to turnover on the roster, 
the Original Six club is undergoing a bit of an internal overhaul, too, as 
fresh voices emerge at the forefront of the historic organization, 
headlined by new president of business operations Jaime Faulkner. 

Hired in December, Faulkner is now the highest-ranking woman in the 
Blackhawks’ prestigious 94-year history. She brings extensive 
experience in sports, business and analytics, and is a passionate 
believer in the power of building a connection with fans — particularly in-
person, once they’re filling the stands again. 

(Fun fact about Faulkner: She was a billet parent for Carolina Hurricanes 
defenceman Jaccob Slavin, during his days playing for the USHL’s 
Chicago Steel.) 

The hiring announcement of Kendall Coyne Schofield as a player 
development coach and youth hockey growth specialist in November 
shows a conscious effort by the Blackhawks to bring more women into 
the fold, as does the promotion of Meghan Hunter to director of hockey 
administration and amateur scout. 

Hunter – yup, of hockey’s royal Hunter family – was president of hockey 
operations Stan Bowman’s executive assistant prior to the November 
promotion, and will continue to work closely with him. She now joins 
research and development/hockey analytics coordinator Mary DeBartolo 
as the second woman in the organization’s hockey operations and 
scouting division. Both have expressed general manager aspirations, and 
will be names to watch in this rebuild and beyond. 

ALL EYES WILL soon be on Seattle as the Kraken take shape through 
this summer’s drafts. Seattle pro scout Cammi Granato and senior 
quantitative analyst Namita Nandakumar, meanwhile, have their eyes on 
everybody else as they help assemble an NHL team from the ground up. 

The two women took very different paths to Seattle: Granato, a Hall of 
Famer and blazer of trails with USA Hockey, was hired in 2019 as the 
first-ever female full-time pro scout. Nandakumar, one of the best and 
brightest young voices in analytics, known particularly for her extensive 
work around draft strategies, was lured away last year from the stats 
department of her hometown Philadelphia Eagles. After all, opportunities 
to build a team from scratch don’t come around often, and Nandakumar 
wasn’t about to let this one pass her by. 

Together, they represent the strides women have taken in both scouting 
and analytics, as well the Kraken’s refreshing approach to team building 
— with diverse hiring practices in mind and a desire to think outside the 
box. Most importantly, they share a common goal: To make the NHL’s 
32nd team its best expansion club yet. 

ON THE HEELS of a division title and a thrilling playoff run for the NFL’s 
Buffalo Bills, the Buffalo Sabres began the 2020–21 season as one of 
most interesting teams in the NHL. Scooping up the off-season’s most 
sought-after UFA, Taylor Hall, and signing him to an unconventional one-
year deal raised eyebrows and heightened expectations for the possibility 
of another playoff run in a market that’s been starved for years. 

Nearly two months into the campaign, the Sabres remain one of the most 
interesting teams in the league — just… not in a good way. Hit hard by a 
COVID-19 outbreak, injuries and the misfortune of sharing a realigned 
division with the Bruins, Capitals, Flyers and Penguins, the Sabres find 
themselves once again in the league’s basement and making headlines 
for all the wrong reasons. A co-chair on the NHL’s Executive Inclusion 
Council alongside league commissioner Gary Bettman, Pegula’s 
influence on the game can also be seen through her work with the 
league’s D&I efforts. But it’s her position atop the struggling Sabres that 
has her in the spotlight right now. 

While Pegula’s purview doesn’t exactly extend to the Xs and Os, the 
club’s president and alternate governor — and the only female president 
of both an NFL and NHL club — will have a lot on her plate in bringing 
the Sabres back to relevance… the good kind of relevance, that is. 

SHE HELPED BUILD the NWHL’s model franchise in the Boston Pride, 
served two years as second-in-command at the league office, and then 
returned to Boston to guide them through a historically strong season as 
team president. Now, Moore brings her winning experience to the AHL 
where she’s helping steer the NHL’s top development league through its 
toughest tests yet. 

The disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has hit development 
leagues particularly hard. Three AHL teams opted out of the 2020–21 
campaign (Charlotte, Milwaukee and Springfield) and the 28 still playing 
required realignment into five divisions, including a four-team Canadian 
division due to the closed U.S.-Canada border. 

Moore’s transition to the men’s league, in addition to coming at a pivotal 
time in its history, is also proof that the invisible border between men’s 
and women’s hockey doesn’t mean executives working on one side 
cannot make the jump to the other. 

“In looking at the job description and talking to some colleagues in the 
industry, I just learned that the position was really a great fit for me, 
personally, and my interests, but also understanding that I am continuing 
to work on behalf of the women’s game by being a woman in this role,” 
Moore told Sportsnet’s Mike Shulman in January. “I think it just validates 
the tremendous amount of work that everyone has put into the women’s 
game to know the experience that I’ve received — that it does translate 
to the men’s side of the game, because it’s still the same game.” 
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CANADA’S ONLY FEMALE NHLPA-certified player agent helped guide 
the game’s most promising prospect through the strangest (and longest) 
of draft years — steering Alexis Lafrenière through a COVID-shortened 
QMJHL campaign, a dramatic two-part lottery and, finally, a virtual draft 
that saw the New York Rangers call his name. 

Now, Castonguay’s work continues as she helps guide the NHL rookie 
through what has been a challenging first season in the pros. 
Castonguay’s clients also include Team Canada captain Marie-Philip 
Poulin, one of women’s hockey’s most-sponsored athletes, and she is a 
staunch supporter of the women’s game. 

THERE MAY NOT yet be a conventional pipeline for women looking to 
get into front office roles in hockey, but there are paths — and Needham 
is forging one herself. 

After her playing career was cut short due to a knee injury, the South 
Dakota native pursued coaching and player development, co-founding 
Legend Hockey in 2009 and starting up Tier-1 team Sioux Falls Power 
five years later. 

A hockey development powerhouse in the Midwestern U.S., Needham 
made the natural jump into scouting when the Toronto Maple Leafs hired 
her as a regional amateur scout in August 2018. Now, the 34-year-old is 
bringing her experience in all five areas of the sport – playing, coaching, 
training, scouting and business operations – to the USHL, having been 
named assistant general manager of the Chicago Steel in October. The 
14-team league is the top junior hockey league in the U.S., sanctioned by 
USA Hockey, and has become a coveted stop in player development en 
route to the NHL. 

With her USHL tenure only just beginning, it’s only a matter of time until 
Needham is back in the pros herself. 

KATE MADIGAN 

New Jersey Devils executive director of hockey management/operations 

With a strong prospect pool bringing in fresh faces to the Garden State, 
the New Jersey Devils are on the rise. So, too, is Kate Madigan. Since 
joining the franchise in 2017 as assistant of player information/video, 
Madigan has rapidly ascended, taking on increasingly important roles 
within the club’s rebuild as one of just a handful of women across the 
league working in hockey operations. 

KIANA SCOTT 

OHL Erie Otters scout 

Kiana Scott made history last March when she joined the Erie Otters 
scouting staff, becoming the first female scout in the OHL. After 
developing in the International Scouting Services mentorship program, 
Scott is now leading what could soon be a wave of young female and 
BIPOC scouts finding their footing in the game. 

THERESA FEASTER 

NCAA Providence College men’s director of hockey operations 

In January, Theresa Feaster helped guide Team USA to gold at the 2021 
world junior championship as video coach — the first woman named to a 
world juniors coaching staff and the first female assistant with USA 
Hockey at any major men’s tournament. Born into hockey (her dad is 
long-time NHL executive Jay Feaster), she has made clear her 
aspirations to become an NHL general manager. Feaster is currently 
director of hockey operations for the NCAA’s Division-I Providence Friars 
men’s hockey program, one of just two women currently holding full-time 
management roles on a men’s D-I hockey club. 

ABBY ROQUE 

PWHPA forward 

How’s this for an endorsement? 

“I think she’s going to be the best player in the world,” said USA Hockey 
teammate Hilary Knight, following the first PWHPA weekend. “Plain and 
simple.” 

A Patty Kazmaier Award finalist as one of the top three women’s 
collegiate hockey players a year ago, the Wisconsin standout marked her 

arrival in the pros with a two-goal, two-assist performance to kick off her 
first PWHPA tour followed by two more points a night later in New York. 

Look for her at the 2022 Olympics wearing the stars and stripes as part 
of the next wave of elite American talent. 

KELSEY KOELZER 

Arcadia University women’s hockey head coach 

Hired in 2019 to lead the Arcadia women’s hockey program, Koelzer 
made history as the first Black person at the helm of an NCAA hockey 
program. This fall, she is set to officially take her place behind the bench 
in the program’s inaugural season. 
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TSN.CA / After forcing the play, Leafs' top line plots bounce-back effort 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of hosting the 
Winnipeg Jets Tuesday night in the first game of their three-game series 
at Scotiabank Arena. 

The Auston Matthews injury wasn't the only concern for Toronto's top line 
in Vancouver. Mitch Marner also wasn't at his best. The shifty winger 
usually has the puck on a string, but made two errant passes leading to 
two Canucks goals in the third period on Saturday.  

"We've just got to control the puck more in the O-zone, keep the puck in 
our hands, try and make the right play when it’s there," Marner said after 
the 4-2 loss. "Right now maybe we're just forcing it a little bit too much." 

Matthews agreed with that assessment.  

"Definitely we can improve in a lot of different areas," he said. "We were 
just forcing it a couple of times and there were too many one-and-dones 
and we weren't really sustaining much offensive-zone time." 

Left winger Joe Thornton was replaced by Zach Hyman in the third 
period on Thursday in the 3-1 defeat and also at times down the stretch 
on Saturday. But the 41-year-old was back in his usual spot with 
Matthews and Marner at practice.  

"Just funnel more pucks to the net, get some more traffic in there," 
Thornton said in offering his prescription for a bounce-back effort. "Just 
get around the net and bang some loose ones in. But, we've been doing 
a good job and just have to continue."  

Even when they don't have their best stuff, the Leafs have been 
competitive this season. Their most lopsided loss of the year was a 3-0 
defeat at the hands of the Calgary Flames on Feb. 22.  

"We compete hard," Thornton said. "We compete hard every night. We're 
a deep four-line team, deep six D and we got some great goaltending so 
it's just a very complete team. You feel like, when you hit the ice, you 
have a chance to win every night and when you have that feeling it's 
pretty nice." 

What has stood out from Matthews since his return to the Maple Leafs' 
lineup? 

Auston Matthews admitted that he is still trying to find his rhythm as he 
continues to deal with his wrist injury. That's Hockey takes a closer look 
at his game since his return to see what has been different for the Maple 
Leafs' star. 

--- 

During the recent road trip, Jason Spezza expressed admiration for how 
Matthews performed despite playing through pain much of the season.   
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"It shows his commitment to the game," the veteran forward said. "It 
shows how much he cares about the wins and losses and he 
understands his place with the team and what he means to us." 

Matthews doesn't have a goal or an assist in three outings since 
returning from an injury, but the 23-year-old's determination to play is 
likely earning him points in a different way. 

"It just shows his maturity as a player and as a person, just realizing how 
important he is," Spezza said. "The fact that he's willing to play though 
injury, I think that earns him a lot of points in the room with how 
committed he is." 

Matthews dealt with what he called a hand issue earlier this season and 
missed one game due to the ailment. It was his wrist that needed 
attention on the bench during a game against Calgary on Feb. 24. He 
missed the next two games.  

"It is clear it affects his shot," acknowledged coach Sheldon Keefe. "We 
have moved him around on the power play as a result of that. He is not 
as comfortable with shooting. I think he has shown he is really good in a 
lot of other areas. It doesn't seem to be affecting his ability to handle the 
puck and pass the puck." 

Matthews still produced a team-high 15 shots in the last three games and 
logged his usual big minutes during losses on Thursday (23:22) and 
Saturday (21:27) in Vancouver.  

"It's been all right," Matthews said. "I still need to progress a bit. We got 
some rest coming up next week so hopefully it just progresses and 
continues to feel better, but I'd definitely like to see it heal a bit." 

The Leafs host the second-place Jets for three straight games on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday before finishing the week in Ottawa on 
Sunday. After that game, the team only plays twice during  the next 10 
days.  

"He is dealing with a couple of things," Keefe noted. "The mental effect 
that not being 100 per cent has on his game and then the fact that he has 
missed time. If you miss time, you lose your rhythm and it throws you off 
a little bit." 

The finishing ability that allowed Matthews to rack up a ridiculous 18 
goals in his first 20 games simply isn't there at the moment.  

"I'm still trying to find my rhythm," Matthews said. "Physically, my legs 
and lungs and everything felt fine, it's just getting my timing back." 

Matthews failed to score in the two games before the latest injury 
absence so, overall, he has gone five games played without a goal. He 
hasn't lit the lamp since Feb. 20, which must feel like an eternity 
considering how regularly he scored to start the season.  

Matthews hasn't gone six straight regular-season games played without a 
goal since March 2019.  

'Trying to find my rhythm': Matthews admits wrist injury 'still progressing' 

Auston Matthews has failed to find the back of the net in his three games 
since returning from injury, and admitted on Monday that his wrist ailment 
is 'still progressing' to where he wants it to be. Head coach Sheldon 
Keefe said the injury has affected Matthews' shot, but he's still found a 
way to impact the games in other areas. 

 --- 

The Leafs looked a bit worn down on Saturday as they played a fifth road 
game in eight days. The team travelled home on Sunday before 
practising at 1 pm on Monday.  

The first game back from a western trip can be tricky and the staff is 
doing what it can to guard against a letdown.  

"Some of it may be in our heads," said Keefe. "The actual stats and 
history of teams coming back from the West don't really show it to be too 
big of an issue, but it is something we are conscious of, for sure. We are 
trying to make as many adjustments as we can. Today, we practised 
later than we normally would just to allow for an additional hour for guys 
to adjust to the time change. We stayed the night in Vancouver and 
travelled back yesterday to try to keep our sleep cycles as normal as 
possible." 

When the Leafs returned home from a four-game swing in Alberta earlier 
this season, the team swept a three-game set from the Canucks winning 
the first two games in convincing fashion. Although, in that situation, they 
had four days between games. 

"It's one of those things where you have to put it out of your mind," said 
defenceman T.J. Brodie. "I feel like it's one of those things where the 
more you think about it, the more it affects you." 

"Today's practice was really good," Keefe said. "We got lots of good work 
in with lots of good skating. That is an important part of it, too. Because 
of the steps that we have taken and what’s at stake as we go into the 
game tomorrow, we expect the guys to be at their best." 

Stastny on challenge Leafs present: 'They got a lot of creativity on that 
team' 

The Jets will look to rebound from a lopsided defeat to the Canadiens 
when they visit the Maple Leafs Tuesday. Paul Stastny spoke about 
being excited for the challenge and is aware that playing a 'run-and-gun' 
style against Toronto is a dangerous game to play with the talent they 
possess. 

--- 

Thornton refuses to say what inspired his nickname for William Nylander. 
During their time quarantining together before training camp, the veteran 
forward dubbed the 24-year-old Swede 'Willy Styles.' 

"That's a little bit of a secret," Thornton said with a wide smile. "You'll 
have to wait a couple months. It's a nice nickname and I'm glad he's 
really going with it."  

Nylander liked the nickname so much he had it printed on his sticks. And 
he's been using those sticks quite effectively of late with five goals in the 
last six games.  

"He's been competing real hard," Thornton observed. "His work away 
from the puck has been great. He's been banged up the last little bit and 
he played through some stuff. Now, you can see him really dial things in." 

Nylander didn't score in Vancouver, but had 11 shots on net in the two 
games. Linemate John Tavares is also getting in a bit of a groove with 
two goals and an assist in the last three games.  

"We're just, both of us, individually feeling a little bit better," Tavares said 
on Saturday night. "Seem to be moving well off the puck. We're doing a 
pretty good job in our own end for the most part and we're able to break 
out quick and have the ability to enter the zone with control or at least 
give yourself a good chance to recover pucks." 

'It's a secret': Thornton refuses to reveal 'Willy Styles' origin story 

Known to dish out interesting nicknames, Joe Thornton played coy when 
asked about the one he bestowed upon William Nylander. He also spoke 
about how he likes Nylander's style on the ice and T.J. Brodie and Travis 
Dermott spoke about waiting for their own nicknames from Jumbo Joe. 

--- 

The biggest development on the road trip may have been the play of the 
new third line featuring Pierre Engvall between Ilya Mikheyev and 
Hyman. That trio combined to produce an even-strength goal in four of 
the five games. They have now lined up together in the last six road 
games, but Tuesday will be their home debut.  

"It changes a little bit," Keefe said. "We are able to control the matchup a 
little bit better. When you are on the road, it is a little bit more of trusting 
them, putting them over the boards, and having confidence that no 
matter who the opponent counters with, we could be confident that they 
will do the job." 

Keefe chatted with all three players together at the end of practice.  

"We may look to pursue different matchups at home now," he said. 
"Whether we started them in the D-zone on the road or if they were 
played in the offensive zone, they were able to do a lot of good things 
and make it hard on the opposition. We like a lot about the looks of the 
three of them. It is the first opportunity to really use it on home ice. I will 
get a chance to experiment with that a little bit." 
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At the start of the year, Keefe expressed a desire to ice a reliable third 
line with Alex Kerfoot at centre, but injuries up front led to plenty of 
tinkering early on. Kerfoot is currently lining up as a left winger with 
Tavares and Nylander.  

Leafs Ice Chips: HEM line set for home debut; Simmonds skating 

The Leafs' HEM line of Zach Hyman, Pierre Engvall and Ilya Mikheyev 
produced an even strength goal in four of five games since Sheldon 
Keefe formed the trio on Toronto's road trip out west. The line practiced 
together again on Monday and will look to carry their success into their 
home debut against the Jets. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Travis Dermott dropped the gloves with Edmonton's Josh Archibald at 
the end of last Monday's win over the Oilers. It ended up being more of a 
wrestling match and the next day, the 24-year-old got some pointers on 
fighting from defence partner Zach Bogosian. 

"Bogo's obviously a big guy that is very comfortable in that situation," 
Dermott said of the post-practice workshop. "I just wanted to get a couple 
tips from him so if that happens then I'm prepared and at least able to 
protect myself in the right way. He's a guy who's taught me a lot on and 
off the ice." 

    Dermott and Archibald scrap pic.twitter.com/Z2cWIzt9EC 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 2, 2021 

Per HockeyFights.com, Dermott has two majors in the NHL while 
Bogosian has fought 20 times.  

What did Dermott learn from Bogosian?  

"Nothing too crazy," he said with a grin. "No knockout moves. It's mostly 
just how to protect myself so when I do get in that position I'm safe and 
don't feel completely lost."  

    First time we’ve seen Wayne Simmonds on the ice since he broke his 
wrist on Feb. 6 

    Expected to miss six weeks pic.twitter.com/osXvZx4cdh 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 8, 2021 

'No knockout moves': Dermott gets tips from Bogosian on handling fights 

After Travis Dermott got into a disagreement with Josh Archibald when 
the Maple Leafs took on the Oilers, Zach Bogosian was seen at practice 
giving the young d-man some tips on how to handle himself with the 
gloves off. Dermott spoke about what he's learned from the veteran 
Bogosian. 

--- 

Wayne Simmonds has started skating again as he continues to work his 
way back from injury. The gritty winger suffered a broken wrist on Feb. 6. 

"The cast has come off," Keefe said. "He is able to do a lot more. My 
understanding is that the bone is healed. It is just a matter of him now 
rehabbing and getting his full function back, be comfortable handling and 
shooting pucks and things like that. He has been skating while we were 
away. He has been making progress in that area." 

The initial timeline for Simmonds was six weeks, making his target return 
date March 20.  

"It is just a matter now of when he gets his strength back to be 
comfortable in doing the things he needs to do," Keefe noted. "He didn't 
practise with us today. We will see as the week progresses whether he 
joins us at all. It just depends on how he is responding." 

Jack Campbell was on the ice at practice as he rehabs a leg injury, which 
was re-aggravated during a shutout win in Edmonton on Feb. 27.  

"Campbell had a real good day today," Keefe said. "He got through a lot 
more stuff on the ice in our practice. He continues to be day-to-day. We 
will have to see how he is tomorrow and how it affects whether he will 
back up or not. In terms of how the week progresses, I think it's just going 
to be a day-to-day thing, but today's practice was a real positive sign to 
have him up there with us." 

Frederik Andersen will start on Tuesday. He is 10-0-2 with a .914 save 
percentage against the Jets.  

--- 

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Engvall - Hyman 

Vesey - Boyd - Spezza  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Liljegren - Lehtonen 

Andersen  

Hutchinson  

Campbell 

Power-play units at Monday’s practice:  

Rielly  

Matthews - Boyd - Marner   

Thornton  

Brodie  

Nylander - Tavares - Spezza 

Hyman 
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TSN.CA / Matthews admits hand injury still an issue 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — If it wasn’t obvious from Auston Matthews’ lack of 
offensive production over three games since returning to the Leafs’ 
lineup from a hand injury, the centre openly admits he isn’t close to fully 
recovered from the ailment. 

“It’s alright, [but] I’d definitely like to see it heal a bit [more],” Matthews 
told reporters on a Zoom call Monday following the team’s practice. “I 
think I still need it to progress a bit. I'm still trying to find my rhythm for 
sure coming back. I think, physically, my legs and lungs and everything 
felt fine. I think it's just kind of getting my timing back.” 

Matthews has been dealing with the upper-body injury throughout this 
regular season, missing a game first on Jan. 22 before he re-aggravated 
the problem last month and had to sit out two more games on Feb. 28 
and March 1.  

It was unfortunate timing for Matthews, who had been on one of the 
hottest goal-scoring streaks in the NHL. The 23-year-old centre tallied 16 
goals in the 15 games after returning from that one-game absence, and 
had registered at least one point in all but two games all season. His 18 
goals on the season still paces the entire NHL. 

But Matthews has been held off the scoresheet entirely since stepping 
back in on March 3, making this three-game point drought his longest of 
the season. 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe said he is willing to make adjustments for 
Matthews on the ice until the hand is more stable.  
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“It's clear that [the injury] affects his shot,” Keefe admitted. “We’ve moved 
him around on the power play as a result of that, since he's not as 
comfortable shooting. But he's shown that he's very good in a lot of other 
areas. It doesn't seem to affect his ability to handle the puck, to pass the 
puck. But he's [also] dealing with the mental effect of what not being 100 
per cent himself has on his game, and the effect of missing time. When 
you miss time, you lose your rhythm, and it throws you off a little bit.” 

They may not be going in right now, but Matthews still led all Leafs with 
15 shots on net over the team’s past three outings. That’s a good 
indicator to Keefe that Matthews will find a way to contribute over 
Toronto’s upcoming three games against Winnipeg, even if he isn’t 
feeling entirely normal. 

“He's found ways to generate chances and shots. He's made plays for 
his linemates, and he's bringing a lot of really positive things to us,” Keefe 
said. “In time, it's the type of injury that will heal itself. He's just got to 
work his way through it and we're fortunate to this point we don't think it's 
going to get worse. It’s just something he's going to have to play through 
and he's done a good job of that.” 

Still, Toronto will need its top line to start firing again against a Jets team 
sitting second in the North Division. 

After losing two straight games to Vancouver, the Leafs are limping into 
what could be a decisive stretch of their compact schedule. Toronto is 
still the top team in the North with a seven-point lead over Winnipeg, but 
they’ve also played two more games. The next three contests could 
either allow the Jets to close the gap considerably or give the Leafs a 
massive advantage over the rest of the division.  

To achieve the latter, Matthews’ unit with Mitch Marner and Joe Thornton 
has to find its spark. All three players have produced zero even-strength 
points since Matthews came back, and are a combined minus-11 in 
Toronto’s past three games.  

“[Things] were not as good as we'd like it to be,” Matthews said. 
“Definitely we can improve in a lot of different areas. I think we were just 
forcing it a couple of times and there were too many one-and-dones and 
we weren't really sustaining much offensive zone time in [our opponent’s] 
end. I think that's something we'd like to do more is get rolling out there.” 

“I think just funnelling more pucks to the net, getting more traffic in there,” 
added Thornton on how to get the line back on track. “Today was a great 
practice for us. We’ve just got to get around the net, bang some loose 
ones in. But we've been doing a good job, we've just got to continue it.” 

The Leafs have been lacking one major net-front presence ever since 
Wayne Simmonds broke his wrist against Vancouver on Feb. 7. But the 
winger is on the road to recovery himself, and resumed skating last week 
while Toronto was on its West Coast road trip.  

The initial timeline for Simmonds to get back in the lineup was six weeks, 
and Keefe said he’s progressing well on that front after another day of 
on-ice work Monday.  

“His cast has come off here so he's able to do a lot more,” Keefe said. 
“My understanding is the bone is healed and it's just a matter of him now 
rehabbing and getting his full function back and [getting] comfortable 
handling and shooting pucks and stuff like that. I think it's just a matter 
now of whenever he gets the strength back to be comfortable doing the 
things he needs to do.” 

Goaltender Jack Campbell also participated in practice on Monday as he 
continues rehabbing a re-aggravated leg injury. Campbell was originally 
hurt on Jan. 24 against Calgary but returned for Toronto’s win over 
Edmonton on Feb. 28.  

Campbell hurt himself again at some point in that victory and has been 
sidelined since. Keefe said he doesn’t know when Campbell will be 
available, but that his presence for the duration of Monday’s session was 
“a real positive sign” he’s on the mend.  

Top of mind for Keefe though is seeing the Leafs bounce back from their 
first set of regulation losses this season. Toronto was uncharacteristically 
outscored by Vancouver 7-3 in those defeats, and Keefe knows the high-
flying Jets won’t make it any easier to bury pucks.  

“We've seen [lately] with teams we've played that they've been hard on 
us generating offence,” he said. “I just think the more that teams are 

settling into the season and their systems and getting to know all the 
opponents that much better, it’s going to continue to get harder. So we’ve 
got to continue with it ourselves [by getting better].” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs look to 'create chaos' to burst bubble Demko 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability in Vancouver on Saturday 
afternoon.  

To end this road trip on a high note, the Leafs need to find a way to beat 
Thatcher Demko, who stopped 31 of 32 shots on Thursday night.  

"He made a couple big saves for them," said Auston Matthews, who fired 
five shots on net and hit a post late. "We had some quality opportunities 
there, especially at the end. He came up big. So, sometimes you just 
have to tip your hat." 

"He looked really solid," said defenceman Justin Holl. "Not a lot of 
second-chance opportunities. Really good positionally. We need to get 
as many pucks on him as possible and try to create chaos in front of the 
net and get a couple greasy ones." 

Demko is looking more and more like the goalie who pushed the 
Canucks to Game 7 against the Vegas Golden Knights in the Western 
Conference semifinals.  

"You have to have a little extra poise and make good on your shots," said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "Also, [don't] let him feel too good and give him 
any freebies or wasted shots. We want to make sure when we do shoot 
the puck we have good presence there and we're shooting from good 
places." 

Demko is 6-6-1 with a .924 save percentage since dropping his first three 
starts of the season. The American posted a 27-save shutout over the 
Jets earlier this week.  

"We have to find a way to get some more pucks in and around the net 
and some seconds and thirds and rebounds," said captain John Tavares. 
"They do a good job around their net. They defend hard so we're going to 
have to find ways to up our game there." 

Matthews tips his hat to Demko: 'He's really come into his own' 

Thatcher Demko stopped 31 of 32 shots in a win over Toronto on 
Thursday. "Ever since the bubble and the playoffs last year he's really 
come into his own,” said Auston Matthews. "He came up big. Sometimes 
you just have to tip your hat." Justin Holl says the plan will be to "create 
chaos in front of the net" during Saturday's rematch. 

--- 

Matthews is due for a big night after being held off the scoresheet in both 
games since returning from a wrist injury. He knows Demko well and 
beat his former World Junior teammate twice in a game earlier this 
season.  

"He's big [6-foot-4], takes up a lot of space and ever since the bubble and 
the playoffs last year he's really come into his own," said Matthews. "I've 
been fortunate to get to know him a bit and he's an awesome guy and 
really great person."  

Matthews has now gone four consecutive games played without a goal, 
which is his longest drought since a five-game dry spell from Nov. 27 to 
Dec. 4, 2019. He has 19 shots on net in those four games.  

Zach Hyman joined the top line with Matthews and Mitch Marner in the 
third period on Thursday replacing 41-year-old Joe Thornton, who saw 
only one shift in the final frame.  
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"We were chasing the game and wanted to shorten the bench and 
wanted to get Hyman back with Matthews and Mitch," Keefe explained. "I 
didn't really intend it to go the way that it did in terms of really shortening 
it down to three [lines], but it was just the way it worked. Once we got 
down two, I thought we really had to press for a bit to try to get at least 
one and I just kind of lost him there. That's really it. Things will be back to 
the way we started." 

Thornton played just 11 minutes and 57 seconds, which was his lowest 
ice time in a game as a Leaf.  

    Intelligent Hockey: Auston Matthews has gone four straight games 
without a goal. Will that drought come to an end against the Canucks on 
Saturday night? @IntelligHockey reveals his best bets for Saturday's 
action. #LeafsForever https://t.co/flI2cTeBp5 
pic.twitter.com/VqxhVbA2Ov 

    — TSN EDGE (@TSN_Edge) March 6, 2021 

--- 

After playing three games in four nights and four in six, the Leafs finally 
got a chance to catch their breath. 

"We're hoping after a day off yesterday we'll have better legs," Keefe 
said. "If we have better legs we think our execution will be better in all 
areas, especially defensively. We'll look to close on things a little bit 
quicker, try and get the puck back quicker. We want to generate more 
opportunities. We thought we had ample opportunities to score more 
than we did the other night, but still not enough."  

The Canucks held a full practice on Friday. Neither team skated this 
morning due to the afternoon start time.  

"We expect more of the same from Vancouver in terms of how they play 
and how they compete and how they skate and how quickly they come at 
us so we have to find a way to execute through that," Keefe said. 

Keefe wants Leafs to keep generating chances against Demko 

Thatcher Demko shutdown the Maple Leafs in their last meeting and 
Sheldon Keefe wants his team to continue to generate chances against 
the Canucks netminder and capitalize when they can. 

--- 

Michael Hutchinson allowed three goals on 28 shots in Thursday's loss. It 
was the first time since Feb. 15, a 6-5 overtime loss to the Senators, that 
the Leafs' starting goalie posted a sub .900 save percentage.  

The second-period goal by Jake Virtanen was a bad-angle shot. It ended 
up being the game winner.  

"The guy is skating down the boards and they have some guys coming to 
the net," Hutchinson recalled. "I flattened out a bit expecting the play for 
him to be to throw it in front or try and bank it off me low for a pad pass 
with their guys driving. As I was going down into the post, I saw his wrists 
open up and knew he was coming high. From there I just slipped off the 
post a little bit. It was just a little bit of a mess for me. It's definitely one I'd 
like to have back. It was an unfortunate goal at an unfortunate time of the 
game." 

Toronto will have No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen back between the pipes 
tonight. He was solid on Wednesday night in his return from a lower-body 
injury.  

"Fredzilla was a beast," Matthews declared after the 26-save effort 
against Connor McDavid and company.  

"I felt pretty good," Andersen said that night. "Felt pretty good right 
away." 

Andersen is 13-2-5 with a .942 save percentage in his career against the 
Canucks. That's his highest save percentage against any opponent.  

Jack Campbell skated again today, but still isn't ready to dress in a game. 
He re-aggravated a leg injury last Saturday while posting a shutout 
against the Oilers.  

"I don't think he's frustrated," Keefe said. "I don't think Jack ever gets 
frustrated. He's a pretty positive guy. The fact he continues to be able to 

get on the ice every day is positive and he's making progress ... He's kind 
of taking it a day at a time." 

Campbell initially sustained the injury on Jan. 24 in Calgary.  

'Fredzilla was a beast': Andersen makes confident return to Leafs crease 

After missing four games with a lower-body injury, Frederik Andersen 
returned to the Leafs crease on Wednesday stopping 26 of 27 shots in a 
win over Edmonton. "Fredzilla was a beast," declared Auston Matthews. 
It was Andersen’s 12th win of the season, which ranks second in the 
NHL. "Felt pretty good right away and the guys did a good job keeping 
them to the outside," Andersen said. 

--- 

Projected lines for Saturday's game in Vancouver:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Engvall - Hyman  

Vesey - Boyd - Spezza  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Dermott - Bogosian  

Andersen starts 
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